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LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 


GOVEENOE. 


His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  David,  Earl  of  Glasgow,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George. 


THE  MINISTEY. 


Premier,  Minister  for  Public  Works,  Minister  of 

Defence,  and  Minister  of  Native  Affairs 
Attorney-General  and  Colonial  Secretary 

Minister  of  Education,  Minister  of  Justice,  Com- 
missioner of  Stamp  Duties,  and  Minister  of 
Labour 

Minister  of  Lands  and  Immigration,  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  and  Commissioner  of  Forests 

Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-General,  Electric 
Telegraph  Commissioner,  Minister  of  Marine, 
Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industries,  and 
Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs 

Minister  of  Mines  and  Minister  for  Railways     . . 

Representing  Native  Race  (without  Portfolio)    . . 

Member  of  Executive  Council 


The  Hon.  Richard  John  Seddon. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Patrick  Alphonsus  Buckley, 

K.C.M.G. 
The  Hon.  William  Pbmber  Beeves. 


The  Hon.  John  McRenzie. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  George  Ward. 


The  Hon.  Alfred  Jerome  Cadman. 

The  Hon.  James  Carroll. 

The  Hon.  William  Montgomery. 


EOLL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLORS. 


Aoland,  Hon.  John  Barton  Arundel,   Canter-  ; 
bury.  "  i 

Baillie,  Hon.   William  Douglas    Hall,    Marl-  j 
borough  (Chairman  of  Committees).  I 

Barnicoat,  Hon.  John  Wallis,  Nelson.  I 

Bolt,  Hon.  William  Mouat,  Otago.  \ 

Bonar,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Westland.  | 

Bowen,  Hon.  Charles  Christopher,  Canterbury.  , 
Buckley,  Hon.  Sir  Patrick  Alphonsus,  K.C.M.G.,  ' 
Wellington.  I 

Feldwick,  Hon.  Henry,  Otago. 
Grace,  Hon.  Morgan  Stanislaus,  C.M.G.,  Wel- 
lington. | 
Holmes,  Hon.  Mathew,  Otago. 
Jenkinson,  Hon.  John  Edward,  Canterbury.        ' 
Jennings,  Hon.  William  Thomas,  Auckland. 
Johnston,  Hon.  Charles  John,  Wellington.  i 
Kelly,  Hon.  Thomas,  Taranaki.           *  j 
Kenny,  Hon.  Courtney  William  Aylmer  Thomas,  I 
Marlborough.  I 
Kerr,  Hon.  James,  Westland.  i 
MacGregor,  Hon.  John,  Otago.                               ! 
Mantell,  Hon.  Walter  Baldock  Durant,  Wei-  \ 

lington  (died  7fch  September). 
Miller,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Otago  (Speaker). 
Montgomery,  Hon.  William,  Canterbury. 


Morris,  Hon.  George  Bentham,  Auckland. 
McCullough,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
McLean,  Hon.  George,  Otago. 
Oliver,  Hon.  Richard,  Otago. 
Ormono1,  Hon.  John  Davies,  Napier. 
Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 
Pharazyn,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 
Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 
Reynolds,  Hon.  William  Hunter,  Otago. 
Richardson,  Hon.  Edward,  C.M.G.,  Wellington. 
Rigg,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 
Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 
Shephard,  Hon.  Joseph,  Nelson. 
Shrimski,  Hon.  Samuel  Edward,  Otago. 
Stevens,  Hon.  Edward  Cephas  John,  Canter* 

bury. 
Stewart,  Hon.  William  Downie,  Otago. 
Swanson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
Taiaroa,  Hon.  Hori  Kerei,  Otago. 
Wahawaha,  Hon.  Ropata,  N.Z.C.,  Auckland. 
Walker,  Hon.  Lancelot,  Canterbury. 
Walker,  Hon.  William  Campbell,  Canterbury. 
Whitmore,  Hon.  Sir  George  Stoddart,  K.C.M.G., 

Hawke's  Bay. 
Whyte,  Hon.  John  Blair,  Auckland. 
Williams,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 
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LEGISLATURE   OF   NEW   ZEALAND. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Allen,  James,  Bruce. 

Bell,  Francis  Henry  Dillon,  City  of  Wellington. 

Buchanan,  Walter  Clarke,  Wairarapa. 

Buddo,  David,  Kaiapoi. 

Buick,  Thomas  Lindsay,  Wairau. 

Button,  Charles  Edward,  City  of  Auckland. 

Gadman,  Hon.  Alfred  Jerome,  Waikato. 

Carncross,  Walter  Charles  Frederick,  Taieri. 

Carnell,  Samuel,  Napier. 

Carroll,  Hon.  James,  Waiapu. 

Collins,  William  Whitehouse,  City  of  Christ- 
church. 

Crowther,  William,  City  of  Auckland. 

Dunoan,  Thomas,  Oamaru. 

Duthie,  John,  City  of  Wellington. 

Earnshaw,  William,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Flatman,  Frederick  Robert,  Pareora. 

Fraser,  William,  Wakatipu. 

Graham,  John,  City  of  Nelson. 

Green,  James,  Waikouaiti. 

Grey,  Right  Hon.  Sir  George,  K.C.B.,  City  of 
Auckland  (resigned,  28th  June,  1895). 

Guinness,  Arthur  Robert,  Grey  (Chairman  of 
Committees). 

Hall,  Charles,  Waipawa. 

Hall- Jones,  William,  Timaru. 

Harris,  Benjamin,  Franklin. 

Heke,  Hone,  Northern  Maori. 

Hogg,  Alexander  Wilson,  Master  ton. 

Houston,  Robert  Morrow,  Bay  of  Islands. 

Hutchison,  George,  Patea. 

Hutohison,  William,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Joyce,  John,  Lyttelton. 

Kelly,  James  White,  Invercargill. 

Kelly,  William,  Bay  of  Plenty. 

Lang,  Frederic  William,  Waipa. 

Larnach,  Hon.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G.,  Tuapeka. 

Lawry,  Frank,  Parnell. 

Mackenzie,  Thomas,  Clutha. 

Mackintosh,  James,  Wallace. 

Maslin,  William  Stephen,  Rangitata. 


Massey,  William  Ferguson,  Waitemata. 

McGowan,  James,  Thames. 

McGuire,  Felix,  Egmont. 

McKenzie,  Hon.  John,  Waihemo. 

McKenzie,  Hoderick,  Buller. 

McLaohlan,  John,  Ashburton. 

McNab,  Robert,  Mataura. 

Meredith,  Richard,  Ashley. 

Millar,  John  Andrew,  Chalmers. 

Mills,  Charles  Houghton,  Waimea-Sounds*. 

Mitohelson,  Hon.  Edwin,  Eden. 

Montgomery,  William  Hugh,  Ellesmere. 

Morrison,  Arthur,  Caversham. 

Newman,  Alfred  Kingcome,  Wellington  Sub- 
urbs. 
i  O' Regan,  Patrick  Joseph,  Inangahua. 

O'Rorke,  Hon.  Sir  George  Maurice,  Kt.,Manu- 
kau  (Speaker). 

Parata,  Tame,  Southern  Maori. 

Pere,  VVi,  Eastern  Maori. 

Pinkerton,  David,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Pirani,  Frederick,  Palmers  ton. 

Reeves,  Hon.  William  Pernber,  City  of  Christ- 
church. 

Russell*  George  Warren,  Riccarton. 

Russell,  William  Russell,  Hawke's  Bay. 

Saunders,  Alfred,  Selwyn. 

Seddon,  Hon.  Richard  John,  Westland. 

Smith,  Edward  Metcalf,  New  Plymouth. 

Smith,  George  John,  City  of  Christchuroh. 

Stevens,  John,  Rangitikei. 

Steward,  Hon.  William  Jukes,  Waitaki. 

Stout,  Hon.    Sir   Robert,    K.C.M.G.,    City  of 
Wellington. 

Tanner,  William  Wilcox,  Avon. 

Te  Ao,  Ropata,  Western  Maori. 

Thompson,  Robert,  Marsden. 

Thompson,  Thomas,  City  of  Auckland. 

Ward,  Hon.  Joseph  George,  Awarua. 

Willis,  Archibald  Duddingston,  WanganuL 

Wilson,  James  Glenny,  Otaki. 
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Explanation  of  Abbreviations. 

Int.,  Introduction  of  Bill. — 1r.,  2b.,  3r.,  First,  Second,  and  Third  Reading. — Dis.,  Discharged.— 
h.f  House  of  Representatives. — I.e.,  Legislative  Council. — Adj.,  Adjournment  or  Adjourned, 
— Amend.,  Amendment. — cl.,  Clause. — Com.,  Committee  of  the  whole  House  or  Committed. 
— Reoom.,  Recommitted  or  Recommittal. — Sel.  Com.,  Select  Committee. — Conf.,  Conference. 
— Cons.,  Consideration.  —  Deb.,  Debate.  —  Expl.,  Explanation.  —  Instr.,  Instruction. — w.f 
Motion. — Obs.,  Observation. — q.,  Question. — m.q.,  Main  Question. — -p.q.,  Previous  Question. 
— Rep.,  Report. — r.p.,  Report  Progress. — Res.,  Resolution. 


A. 

Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Bill, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Maslin),  88 


Adjournment, 
h.,  m.   (Mr.  Montgomery),  102;    m.    (Sir  R. 

Stout),    140;   m.  (Mr.  McGuire),  212;  m. 

(Mr.  Ward),  589 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley),  390 

Advances  to  Settlers, 

h.,m.  (Mr.  McLachlan),157 ;  q.  (Mr.  McGuire), 
204 


Advances  to  Settlers  Bill, 
h.,  1b.  572 

Agent-General,  The, 
ft.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  329,  622 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill, 
ft.,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry),  98;  Com.  108,  126,   149, 

555 ;  3r.  563 
I.e.,  IB.  602 

Allen,  Mr.  J.,  Bruce, 
Adjournment,  m.  105,  143;  592 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com.  153 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Estates  Realisation 

Board,  q.  621 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill,  Com.  203 
Customs   and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  280, 

288, 291,  300  ;  2r.  374  ;  Com.  393,  &c. 
Friendly  Societies,  q.  204 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  82 


Allen,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Land    and    Income    Assessment    Bill,    2b. 
169 

Martini-Henry  Ammunition,  q.  100 

Martini- Henry  Rifles,  q.  100 

Mining  Bill,  2r.  191 

Mounted  Corps'  Carbines,  q.  621 

Public  Trust  Office  Securities,  q.  209,  586 

Sinking  Fund,  q.  621 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  302  &c,  636 
Class  III.,  648,  649 
Class  IV.,  651 

Tariff,  Com.  236,  257  &c. 

Territorial  Revenue,  m,  102 


I  Ambulance  Lectures  for  ScJiool- teachers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  135 

I  Anthrax, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry),  16;   q.  (Captain  Russell), 
,  136  ;  q.  (Mr.  McNab),  137 

I  Anti-Chinese  League, 

I     I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski),  130 

|  Auckland  Licensing  Committee, 
,     h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry),  211 


Auckland  Volunteers, 
7t.,  ?.'(Mr.  Button),  211 

Auctioneers  Bill, 
I.e.,  1R.  272  ;  2r.  390 

Atoarua  and  Waitnarino  Blocks, 
ft.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  619 
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Awarua  Improved-farm  Settlement, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  580 


Bailije,  Hon.  W.  D.  H.,  Marlborough  (Chair- 
man of  Committees), 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  602 

Banking  Legislation, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  623 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 
h.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  1 ;  Conf.  25 ;  Rep.  Sel. 
Com.  87 

Bank   of   New    Zealand    Estates  Realisation 
Board, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  621 

Barton,  Judge, 
l.c,  to.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bolt),  131 

Bee-keeping, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  579 

Bell,  Mr.  F.  D.  H.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  3b.  565 
Colonial  Treasurer's  Speech  to  London  Cham- 
ber of  Commeroe,  q.  207,  209 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  300, 

301 ;  2b.  349 ;  Com.  396 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  166 
Priority  of  Crown  Debts,  q.  87 
Reprint  of  Statutes  Bill,  Com.  203 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  311  &c,  625  &c. 
Class  III.,  638,  &c. 
Class  IV.,  651,  652 
Class  V.,  655 

Betterments  Bill, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hall),  620 

Bill  discharged, 
h.f  515 

Billiard-rooms, 
h„  q.  (Mr.  McNab),  94 

Binder-twine,  <£c, 
h„  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  23 

Births  and  Vaccinations, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bowen),  552 

Bolt,  Hon.  W.  M.,  Otago, 
Barton,  Judge,  m.  181 
Brown,  Major,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  155, 156 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  606 
Poututu  Jurisdiction  Act,  to.  272 

Bonab,  Hon.  J.  A.,  Westland, 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  392 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill,  3b.  328 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  608 
Munioipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  272 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Rep.  Sel  Com.  327 


Books,  Ac,  to  be  deposited  in  Library, 
l.c,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker),  155 

Boot  and  Shoe  Imports, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Carnell),  98 

Borough  Reserves  and  Endowments, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Buiok),  102 

Bowes,  Hon.  C.  C,  Canterbury, 
Births  and  Vaccinations,  m.  552 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  604,  60S 
Public  Debt,  to.  513 

Boys  entering  Marine  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  139 

Bregmenfs  Landing,  Opuatia  River, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Lang),  576 

Brown,  Major, 
l.c,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  155 

Buchanan,  Mr.  W.  C,  Wairarapa, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Recom. 
560 

Colonial  Treasurer's  Speech  to  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  g.  207 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  293, 
299  ;  Com.  894,  413,  417 ;  3b.  541 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  173 

Order  of  Business,  to.  158 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  310,  630  &c. 
Class  III.,  649 

Tariff,  Com.  239 

Woodville  Cattle-stealing,  to.  515 

Bucklsy,  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.,  K.C.M.G.,  Welling- 
ton (Attorney-G«neral  and  Colonial  Sec- 
retary), 

Adjournment,  to.  890 

Births  and  Vaccinations,  to.  552 

Books,  Ac,  to  be  deposited  in  Library,  q. 
155 

Brown,  Major,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  156 

Crown  Suits  Act  1881  Extension  Bill,  Com. 
132 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  q.  602 ;  2a. 
609 

Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  603,  607,  608 

Fencing  Bill,  3b.  609 

Iron  Industry,  q.  323 

Mantel  1,  Death  of  Hon.  Mr.,  to.  Ill 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  273 

Napier-Palmerston  Express,  Obs.  602 

Napier-Palmerston  Trains,  q.  513 

Otakou  Jetty,  q.  390 

Porirua  Asylum,  q.  518,  602 

Railway  Apprentices  attending  Canterbury 
College  Lectures,  q.  130 

Railway  Passes  for  Members'  Wives,  q.  513, 
602 

Unclassified  Societies  Registration  Bill,  2b. 
553,  554 

Wilson  Land  Bill,  2b.  61,63;  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 
323,  328 
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Buddo,  Mr.  D.,  Kaiapoi, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  13 ;  Conf .  S3 
Customs  and  Exoise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  895, 

<feo. 
Kaiapoi  Embankments,  q,  92 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  181 
Land  for  Settlements,  q.  17 
New  Zealand  Boys  joining  Mercantile  Marine, 

a.  584 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.  585 
Supply— 

Glass  II.,  623,  688 

Glass  IV.,  650 

Glass  V.,  654 
Tariff,  Com.  244 

Volunteers  entering  Permanent  Forces,  q.  24 
Woodend-Kaiapoi  Telephone,  q.  585 

Buiok,  Mr.  T.  L.,  Wairau, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

557 ;  Reoom.  561 
Borough  Reserves  and  Endowments,  m.  102 
Customs  and  Ezoise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  475, 
478 


Supply- 
Class  V., 


654 


BuUtr  Maoris, 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  23 

Bunnythorpe  Dairy  Cows, 
h.f  q.  (Mr.  Flatman),  92 

Button,  Mr.  C.  E.,  City  of  Auckland, 
Alooholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

Ill,  153 
Auckland  Volunteers,  q.  211 
Customs  and  Ezoise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  300 ;  2b. 

383  ;  Com.  394,  &c. 
Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  275 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  308 
Tariff,  Com.  254,  264 
Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  278 


Cadets  in  Civil  8ervice, 
&.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  138 

Cabman,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Waikato  (Minister  of  Mines 

and  Minister  for  Railways), 
Adjournment,  m,  144 
Excursion  Train  Return-tickets,  q.  588 
Ooldfields  and  Mines,  m.  623 
Governor's  and  Ministers'  Wives'  Free  Passes 

on  Railways,  q.  578 
Hikurangi  Coal-mines,  q.  589 
Maerewhenua  Mine,  q.  16 
Marton-Mangaonoho  Railway,  q.  90 
Mines  Statement,  112 
Mining  Bill,  2b.  189 
Primary  -  school   Children    going    to    High 

Schools,  q.  583 
Railway-carriages  reserved,  q.  585 
Railway  Passengers'  Luggage,  q.  21 


Cadman,  Mr.  A.  J. — continued. 
Railway  Return-tickets,  q.  584 
Railway  Servants,  q.  586 
Sleeper  Contracts,  q.  577 
Stony  Creek  Railway-Biding,  q.  574 
Straohan's  Siding  Cattle-yards,  q.  21 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  629  &c,  633 

Class  V.,  655 
Tariff,  Com.  270 

Thames-Coromandel  Peninsula,  q.  573 
Unemployed,  g.  139,  621 
Workmen  on  Railway  Construction  Works, 

2.588 

Canada*  Treaty  with, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Earnshaw),  96 

Cancer  in  Stock, 
%.,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry),  583    • 

Oabncboss,  Mr.  W.  0.  F.,  Taieri, 
Taieri  River  Floods,  q.  96 

Cabnbll,  Mr.  S.,  Napier, 
Alooholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

152 
Boot  and  Shoe  Imports,  q,  98 
Customs  and  Ezoise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  432, 

434 
Glendining,  D.,  q.  93 
Harboura  Bill,  2b.  63, 65 
Legal  Servioes  of  Members  of  Parliament, 

m.  102 
Roman  Catholio  Sohools  Inspection,  q.  587 

Cabboll,  Mr.  J.,  Waiapu  (Member  of  Executive 
representing  Native  Raoe), 
Buller  Maoris,  c.  23 
Grey,  Sir  George,  m.  74 
Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.  Sel.  Com,  278 

Cattle  and  Sheep  for  Export, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Flatman),  92 

Census, 
h„  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon),  490 

Census  BUI, 
I.e.,  1b.  512  ;  2b.  552 

Chairman   of   Committees,   h.    (Mr.    A.    R. 
Guinness), 

Customs  Duties  and  Exoise  Bill,  Int.  280, 
Ac. ;  Com.  400,  412,  469,  500  Ac,  518 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  802  &c,  623  &c. 
Class  III.,  640,  646 

Tariff,  Com.  240,  247,  258  Ac. 

Chairman  of  the  Benevolent  Trustees, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Millar),  101 

Charitable  Aid, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Houston),  23 

Charitable  Gifts  Duties  Exemption  Extension 

Bill, 
h„  1b.  393 
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CUve  Protective  Works, 
h.t  q.  (Captain  Russell),  617 

Coal-miners'  Relief  Fund, 
h.t  m.  (Mr.  Morrison),  102 

Collins,  Mr.  W.  W.,  City  of  Christchurch, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

154 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  10 ;  Conf .  53 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  867; 

Com.  398,  Ac. 
««  Pirth  of  Lome,"  q.  211 
Furniture  imported,  q.  580 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid  Bill,  q.  16 
Inebriates'  Institutions  Bill,  Com.  65 
Limited  Liability  Companies,  q.  102 

Colonial  Treasurer's  Speech  to  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Bell),  207  ;  q.  (Mr.  Ward),  208 

Consulting  Electrician, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  J.  W.  Kelly),  93 

Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill, 
h.t  Com.  85,  203  ;  3r.  204 
l.c,  2b.  272 ;  3r.  328 

Cost  of  Prisoners, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  22 

Counties  Dill, 
h.%  Cons,  of  Amend.  63 

Country  Mails, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  93 

Crown  Leaseholds, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  578 

Crown  Suits  Act  1881  Extension  Bill, 
J.c,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley),  132 

Crown  Tenants1  Rents  and  Sheep-tax, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Flatman),  91 

Cbowther,  Mr.  W.,  City  of  Auckland, 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 
Cons,  of  Amend.  7 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.   285, 
Ac ;  Com.  397,  &c. 

Grey,  Sir  George,  in.  74 

Land    and    Income    Assessment    Bill,    2b. 
180 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  634,  &o. 

Tariff,  Com.  236,  263,  270 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill, 
h.,  Int.  279 ;  1r.  329 ;  2b.  330 ;  Com.  393,  424, 

451,  406,  469,  491,  517  ;  8a.  530 
l.c,  552;   q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  602;   2b. 

609 

Customs  Duties, 

h.t'q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  24 ;  q.  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith), 
210 


Customs  Tariff  Bill, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Morrison),  100 


Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  ManUll, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  126 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley),  111 

Decoration  for  saving  Life, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  587 

Delayed  Telegrams, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  205 

Deputy  Public  Trustee, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  93 

Deputy- Speaker,  The  (Mr.  A.  R.  Guinness), 
Adjournment,  m.  216 

Colonial  Treasurer's  Speeoh  to  London  Cham- 
ber of  Commeroe,  q.  207,  208 

Dilworth  Bequest, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry),  186 

District  Court  Judges  and  Magistrates, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  206 

Divisions, 
h..  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  m.  572 
Alcoholic  Liquors   Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

108,  127,  149,  555 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Conf.  56,  60 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill,  Com.  85, 

203 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  289, 

291    &c. ;    2r.  874,   889;    Com.    895    &c, 

425,  519  &c. ;   3b.  552,  &c. ;   Recom.  561 ; 

3b.  571 
Divorce  Bill.  Com.  67 
Inebriates'  Institutions  Bill,  Com.  65 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  189 
Monday  Sittings,  m.  146 
Order  of  Business,  m.  160 
Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill,  2b.  158 
Reprint  of  Statutes  Bill,  Com.  203 
Sale  of  Goods  Bill,  Com.  85 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  318,  321,  629,  630,  634 

Class  III.,  650 

Class  IV.,  651,  653 

Class  V.,  654,  656 

m.,  301 
Tariff,  Com.  254,  271 
Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  Com.  86 
Wages  attachment  Abolition  Bill,  Cons,   of 

Amend.  278 
Wednesday  Sittings,  m.  75 
I.e.,  Adjournment,  m.  390 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  393 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  607 
Fencing  Bill,  Com.  514 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  273 
Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  Com.  185, 

157 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Com.  393 
I.e.,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.,  602 
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Divorce  Bill, 

h.,  Com.  67 ;  g.  (Mr.  Hogg),  587 

m 
Dressmaking, 

h.t  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  618 

Duncan,  Mr.  T.,  Oamaru, 
Adjournment,  m.  144 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Conf.  51 
Customs   and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  401 

&c,  477  &c,  505 
Salmon -ova,  q.  16 

Dunedin  Loans  Consolidation  BUI, 
I.e.,  2b.  68 ;  8b.  157 

Duthib,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Adjournment,  ra.  220,  595 
Alcoholic  Liquors   Sale   Control  Bill,  Com. 

Ill 
Bank  of  New  Zealand   and  Banking  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  14  ;  Conf.  28 
Census,  Obs.  490 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  282, 

290,  298  &c. ;  m.  330  ;  2r.  355,  389  ;   Com. 

393,  394  &c,  521  &c,    3b.   543 ;    Recom. 

561 
Customs  Duties,  q.  24 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  77 
Eaitaia  Block,  q.  574 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  173 
Order  of  Business,  m.  159 
Parliament  Grounds  Gate,  q.  21 
Properties  acquired  by  Foreclosure,  q.  582 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  309,  318,  321,  626  &c. 


Eabnshaw,  Mr.  W.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Adjournment,  m.  103,  591 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

109,  559 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and   Banking   Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  5,  15  ;  Conf.  48 
Customs   and   Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  280, 

286,    288   &c.  ;    m.   330 ;    Com.  394   Ac, 

518 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  82 
Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  277 
Mr.  Ward's  Telegrams  to  bis  Firm,  q.  580, 

582 
Ot&go  Central  Railway,  q.  97 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  310,  321,  623  &c. 

Class  III.,  644 

Class  IV.,  650,  &c. 

Class  V.,  654,  655 
Tariff,  Com.  233,  258 
Treaty  with  Canada,  q.  96 
Vacant  Judgeship,  Obs.  279 

East  Cape  Lightlwuse, 
&.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  139 


Education  Boards*  Expenses, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Pirani),  211 

Eketahuna-Woodville  Platelayers,  dc, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  675 

Examiners  of  Masters  and  Mates, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  136 

Excursion  Train  Return-tickets, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McLachlan),  587 


P. 


Family  Homes  Protection  Bill, 
h„  Conf.  15,  69 
l.c,  Conf.  68 

Fexdwick,  Hon.  H.,  Otago, 
Adjournment,  m.  390 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  272,  273 

Fencing  Bill, 
l.c,  Com.  514;  3b.  609 

"  Firth  of  Lome," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Collins),  211 

Fdatman,  Mr.  F.  R.,  Pareora, 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking   Bill, 
Cons,  of  Amend.  12 

Bunny  thorpe  Dairy  Cows,  q.  92 

Cattle  and  Sheep  for  Export,  q.  92 

Crown   Tenants'  Rents    and    Sheep- tax,   q. 
91 

Customs   and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  442 
&c,  480  <fcc,  5*7 

Harbour  and  Education    Reserves  Bill,  q. 
619 

Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  q.  135 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  628,  634,  637 

Flockoumers'  Rent  and  Slicep-tax, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  91 

Foxton  Wharf, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Wilson),  102 

Fbaseb,  Mr.  W.,  Wakatipn, 

Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Conf.  46 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  397, 

424,  435,  518 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  303, 313 

Class  III.,  647,  648 

Friendly  Societies, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  204 

Fruit  Importation, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  15 

Furniture  imported, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Collins),  580 
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**  George  Thompson" 
h.fq.  (Mr.  Tanner),  96 

Gisborne-Opotiki  Road, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  583 

Glendining,  D., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Carnell),98 

Goldjields  and  Mines, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Gadman),  623 

Government  Insurance  Loans, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Maslin),  99 

Governor's  and  Ministers'  Wives'  Free  Passes 

on  Railways, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McLachlan),  578 

Grace,  Hon.  M.  S.,  O.M.G.,  Wellington, 
An ti- Chinese  League,  m,  130 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  606,  609 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  2b.  61;  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 
323 

Graham,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Nelson, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Oonf .  36 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2r.  371; 

Com.  417,  418,  488,  519 
Nelson  Borough,  q,  206 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  627 
Tariff,  Com.  270 

Grass-seed  for  Government  Land, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  23 

Green,  Mr.  J.,  Waikouaiti, 
Adjournment,  m.  142 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  9 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  285, 

287,  291 ;  Com.  520 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  78 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  629 

Grey,  Sir  George, 
h.,m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  69 

Greymouth-Brunner  Coalfield  Railway, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Guinness),  102 

Guinness,  Mr.  A.  R.,  Grey  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees), 

Adjournment,  m.  143 

Alcoholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 
558 

Greymouth-Brunner  Coalfield  Railway,  m. 
102 

Hokitika  University  Reserve,  q.  620 

Mining  Bill,  2r.  199 

Order  of  Business,  m.  158 

Unemployed,  q.  138, 189,  620 


H. 

m 
Hall,  Mr.  C,  Waipawa, 
Adjournment,  m.  220,  224 
Betterments  Bill,  q.  620 
Customs  and  Duties  Excise  Bill,  Int.  284; 

Com.  394,  417,  433  Ac,  530 
Harbours  Bill,  2k.  64 
Manawaikoitoi  Block,  q,  187 
Masterton  Murder,  q.  619 
Norsewood  Forest  Reserve,  q.  619 
Tariff,  Com.  269,  271 
Waikopiro  Blook,  q.  100 
Woodville  Sheep-  and  Cattle-stealing  Cases,. 

2.204 

Hall- Jones,  Mr.  W.,  Timaru, 
Alcoholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com* 

108,  558,  561 ;  3r.  563 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  438, 

Ac. 
Divorce  Bill,  Com.  67 
Tariff,  Com.  259,  261 

Harbour  and  Education  Reserves  Bill, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Flatman),  619 

Harbours  Bill, 
K  2b.  63 

Harper,  L., 
h.y  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  187 

Habbis,  Major  B.,  Franklin, 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  444 

Harrold,  T., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McLachlan),  577 

Hbke,  Mr.  H.,  Northern  Maori, 
Alcoholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

557 ;  3b.  569 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  12 ;  Conf.  35 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  383 
Grey,  Sir  G.,  w.  72 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  170 
Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  274, 

277 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  q.  577 
Onehunga  Native  Reserve,  q.  573 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  309 
Tariff,  Com.  259,  264 

Hesson,  J., 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Larnach),  329 

Hikurangi  Coal-mines, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  Thompson),  583 

Hogg,  Mr.  A.  W.,  Masterton, 
Adjournment,  m.  599 

Awarua  Improved-farm  Settlement,  q.  580 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill,  Com.  85 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  351; 

Com.  395,  400  &c,  529 
Divorce  Bill,  q.  587 
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Hooo,  Mr.  A.  W.— continued. 
Dressmaking,  g.  618 

Eketahunar-Woodville  Platelayers,  Ac,  q,  575 
Improved-farm  Settlements,  q.  118 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  78 
Makuri  Telephone,  q.  98 
Railway-carriages  reserved,  q.  585 
Road  Board  Subsidies,  q.  574 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  822 
Class  IV.,  653 
Tariff,  Com.  252,  267 
Village  Homestead  Settlements,  q.  19 
Wellington  Teohnical  School,  m.  102 

Eokiiika  University  Reserve, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  620 

Home  for  Incurables, 
K,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  620 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid  Bill, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Collins),  16 

Hours  of  Sitting, 
*.,  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  617 

Houston,  Mr.  R.  M„  Bay  of  Islands, 
Charitable  Aid,  q.  28 
Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.   Sel.  Com.  274, 

276 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  q.  138 
Whangara  Case,  m.  211 

Hunterville  Courthouse, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  579 

Hurunuir-Bluff  Stationmasters, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  MoNab),  829 

Hutchison,  Mr.  G.,  Patea, 
District  Court  Judges  and  Magistrates,  q.  206 
Local  Bodies'  "  Thirds  "  and  "  Fourths,"  q. 

206 
Small-farm  Associations,  m,  211 

Hutchison,  Mr.  W.,  City  of  Dunedin, 

Alcohol io   Liquors   Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 
154 

Bank  of  New  Zealand   and   Banking  Bill, 
Cons,  of  Amend.  11, 14  ;  Conf.  31 

Customs  and  Excise   Duties  Bill,  Int.  295, 
301 ;  Com.  400  <fec,  522 

Grey,  Sir  G.,  m.  72 

Maintenance  of  Hospital  Patients,  q.  582 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  626,  <fec. 
Class  IV.,  652 


I. 

Improved-farm  Settlements, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  18 

Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
&.,  Com.  75 ;  3r.  85  ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Reeves),  489 
I.e.,  1b.  130 ;  2b.  155  ;  8b.  323 


Inebriates*  Institutions  Bill, 
h.,  Com.  65 

Inspection  of  Ships,  dc, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  95 

Iron  Industry, 
I.e.,  q.  (Mr.  MacGregor),  323 


Jenkinson,  Hon.  J.  C,  Canterbury, 
Railway  Apprentices   attending  Canterbury 
College  Lectures,  q.  130 

Jennings,  Hon.  W.  T.,  Auckland, 
Births  and  Vaccination,  m.  552 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill,  3b.  328 
Divisions,  m.  605 
Unclassified  Sooieties  Registration  Bill,  2b» 

554 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  328 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.,  Lyttelton, 
Boys  entering  Marine  Service,  q.  139 
Decoration  for  saving  Life,  q.  5o7 
East  Cape  Lighthouse,  q.  189 
Uncertificated  Teachers,  q.  16 

Judge  Barton, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bolt),  131 

Judgeship,  Vacant, 
h.,  o.  (Captain  Russell),  279,  622 


Kahurangi  Lighthouse, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  McKenzie),  98 

Kaiapoi  Embankments, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buddo),  92 

Kaimai  Track, 
h„  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  572 

Kaipara  Fish-curing  Industry, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  617 

Kaipara  Port  Charges, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Massey),  95 

Kaitaia  Block, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  574 

Kaitangiwhenua  Case, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  MoGuire),  18 

Kauika  and  Others, 
h.,  g.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  187 

Kelly,  Hon.  T.,  Taranaki, 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  892 
Brown,  Major,  m.  156 
Divisions,  m.  607 

Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  Com.  134 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  824 
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Kelly,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Invercargill, 
Consulting  Electrician,  q.  93 
Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  63 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  295; 

Com.  444,  446 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  311,  623  &o. 
Class  III.,  650 
Tariff,  Com.  254 

Wages  Attachment  Abolition   Bill,  Cons,  of 
Amend.  278,  279 

Kelly,  Mr.  W.,  Bay  of  Plenty, 
Qisborne-Opotiki  Road,  583 
Kaimai  Track,  q.  572 
Little  Barrier  Island,  m.  278 
Supply — 

Class  IV.,  652 
Tariff,  Com.  264 

Tauranga  Education  Reserve,  q.  18 
Tauranga  Postr  office,  q.  24 
"Whakatane  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court, 

2.17 
Whakatane  River,  q.  583 
Whakatane  Telephone-office,  q.  99 

Kerb,  Hon.  J.,  Westland, 
Divisions,  m.  604 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Rep.  SeL  Com.  324 

Kohoao  Restriction  Bill, 
h.t  la.  87 


Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill, 
h.t  2b.  160 

Land  for  Settlements, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buddo),  17 

Lang,  Mr.  F.,  Waipa, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control   Bill,  Com. 

149 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Conf.  41 
Bregmen's  Landing,  Opuatia  River,  q.  576, 

577 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  413, 

417 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  q.  94 
Standing  Orders  Com.,  q.  100 

Labnach,  Mr.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G.,  Tuapeka, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com.  556 
Bank  of   New  Zealand  and   Banking   Bill, 

Conf.  49 
Census,  Obs.  491 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  444, 

469,  528 
Hesson,  J.,  m.  329 
Local  Government  Bill,  q.  205 
Securities  held  in  London,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

554 

Lawby,  Mr.  F.,  Parnell, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  q.  98 ; 
3b.  569 


Lawby,  Mr.  F.— continued. 
Anthrax,  q.  16 

Auckland  Licensing  Committee,  q.  211 
Cancer  in  Stock,  q.  583 
Dilworth  Bequest,  q.  186 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  Claims,  q.  205 
Technical  Education,  q.  205 

Leahy,  late  Constable, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  MoGuire),  94 ;  m.  (Mr.  McGuire), 
140 

Legal  Services  of  Members  of  Parliament, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Carnell),  102 

Levin  State  Farm, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  135 

Licensing-laws, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  15 

Limited  Liability  Companies, 
h.t  m.  (Mr.  Collins),  102 

Little  Barrier  Island, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Houston),  274 

Local  Bodies'  "  Thirds  "  and  "  Fourths," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  206 

Local  Government  Bill, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  16;  q.  (Mr.  Larnach), 
205 

Lunatics  Bill, 
h.,  2r.  147 


M. 

MacGbegor,  Hon.  J.,  Otago, 
Fencing  Bill,  Com.  514 
Iron  Industry,  q.  323 

Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  Com.  134, 
157 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  T.,  Clutha, 

Adjournment,  m.  143,  144,  599 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com.  127, 
129,  150  &c,  556,  559  ;  3r.  5G9 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 
Cons,  of  Amend.  4,  15  ;  Conf.  41 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  280, 
&c. ;  w.  329 :  2r.  345,  373,  387 ;  Com.  398 
&c,  430  &c,  469  &c,  491  &c,  518  &c. ; 
3r.  535 

Divorce  Bill,  Com.  67,  69 

Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.  76 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2r.  182 

Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  276 

Sleepers,  q.  578 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  303  &c,  625  &c. 

Tariff,  Com.  231  &c,  203 

Taupo  Disturbances,  q.  579 

Unclaimed  Moneys  Bill,  Com.  86 

Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  Cons,  of 
Amend.  278 
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Mackintosh,  Mr.  J.,  Wallace, 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  282, 
284 

Maerewhenua  Mine, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  16 

Maintenance  of  Hospital  Patients, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison),  582 

Major  Brown, 
J.c,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bolt),  156 

Makuri  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  98 

Manawaikoitoi  Block, 
K  q.  (Mr.  Hall),  187 

Mangawai  Harbour  Endowment  Reserve  Bill, 
h.,  1b.  204 

ManteU,  Hon.  Mr.,  Death  of, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  126 
l.c,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  Buckley),  111 

Marlborough  Fisheries, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  137 

Martini-Henry  Ammunition, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  100 

Martini-Henry  Rifles, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  100 

Marton-Mangaonoho  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stevens),  90 

Masun,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Rangitata, 

Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Bill,  q.  88 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 
Cons,  of  Amend.  5 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  411, 
481  Ac,  483  &c,  492  &c. 

Government  Insurance  Loans,  q.  99 

Sleeper  Contraots,  q.  577 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  624,  635 
Class  III.,  638 
Class  V.,  655 

Tinwald  Letter  Delivery,  q.  619 

Massey,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Waitemata, 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  381 ; 
Com.  443  Ac,  482  &c,  501  Ac,  519 

Kaipara  Fish-curing  Industry,  q.  617 

Kaipara  Port  Charges,  q.  95 

Native  Birds  on  Little  Barrier  Island,   q. 
101 

Public-school  Teachers'  Court  of  Appeal  Bill, 
9.136 

Supply- 
Class  IV.,  652 
Class  V.,  655 

Tariff,  Com.  252 

Masters  and  Mates,  Examiners  of, 
h.f  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  136 


Masters  of  Coasting  Sailing-vessels, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  136 

Masterton  Murderer, 
h„  q.  (Mr.  Hall),  619 

Masterton  Trust  Lands  Trust  Empowering  Bill*. 
I.e.,  3b.  61 

McCarthy,  J., 

h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  20;  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 
419 

McGrOWAN,  Mr.  J.,  Thames, 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,. 
Conf.  27 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  295; 
2b.  876;  Com.  404  &c,  437  Ac,  473  Ac, 
519  &o. 

Mining  Bill,  2b.  192 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  625,  Ac. 
Class  IV.,  652 

Tariff,  Com.  258,  268 

Thames-Coromandel  Peninsula,  q.  573 

McGuibe,  Mr.  F.,  Egtnont, 
Adjournment,  m.  212,  217 
Advances  to  Settlers,  q.  204     • 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  BilV 

Conf.  89 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  482, 

493,  505,  518 
Kaitangiwhenua  Case,  q.  18 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  175 
Late  Constable  Loahy,  q.  94  ;  m.  140 
New  Plymouth  Harbour,  q.  206 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  632,  633 

McKenzie,  Mr.  J.,  Waihemo  (Minister  of  Lands 

and  Immigration,  Minister  of  Agriculture,. 

and  Commissioner  of  Forests), 
Adjournment,  m.  142,  143,  146, 596 
Anthrax,  q.  16,  186,  137 
Awarua  and  Waimarino  Blocks,  q.  619 
Awarua  Improved-farm  Settlement,  q.  580 
Bank  of  New   Zealand   and  Banking  Bill,. 

Cons,  of  Amend.  8 
Bee-keeping,  q.  579 

Bregman's  Landing,  Opuatia  River,  q.  576 
Bunnythorpe  Dairy  Cows,  q.  92 
Cancer  in  Stock,  q.  583 
Cattle  and  Sheep  for  Export,  q.  92 
Clive  Protection  Works,  q.  617 
Crown  Leaseholds,  q.  573 
Crown  Tenants'  Bents  and  Sheep-tax,  q.  92 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  492,. 

494 
Family  Homes  Protection  Bill,  Conf.  15,  69 
Flookowners*  Rent  and  Sheep- tax,  q.  91 
Fruit  Importation,  q.  15 
Gisborne-Opotiki  Road,  q.  588 
Grass-seed  for  Government  Land,  q.  23 
Harbour  and  Education  Reserves  Bill,  q.  619* 
Hokitika  University  Reserve,  q.  620 
Improved-farm  Settlements,  q.  19 
Kaimai  Track,  q.  572 
Kaitaia  Block,  q.  574 
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McRenzie,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Land  for  Settlements,  g.  17 

Local  Bodies'  •«  Thirds  "  and  "  Fourths,"  q. 
206 

Manawaikoitoi  Block,  q.  187 

Middle  District  University,  q.  22 

Mining  Districts  Land  Occupation  Act,  q. 
589 

Native  Birds  on  Little  Barrier  Island,  q.  101 

Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  Claims,  q.  205 
.  Norsewood  Forest  Reserve,  q.  619 

Noxious  Insect-pests,  q.  88 

Old  Soldiers'  Claims,  q.  185 

Phylloxera,  q.  206 

Pomologist,  q.  99 

Primary-education  Endowments,  m.  140 

Bangitata  Biver,  q.  21 

Small-birds  Pest,  q.  18 

State  Forests,  q.  618 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  631,  635 

Taranaki-  Auckland  S  took -driving,  q.  28 

Taranaki  University  Reserve,  q.  89 

Tariff,  Com.  256 

Te  Kooti's  Settlement,  Ohiwa,  q.  576 

Village  Homestead  Settlements,  q.  20 

Waikopiro  Block,  q.  100 

Wairaki  Road-works,  q.  619 

McKenzib,  Mr.  R.,  Buller, 

Alcoholic   Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,    Com. 

155;  8R.565 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  403 

&c,  425  &c,  509  &c. 
Inebriates'  Institutions  Bill,  Com.  67 
Kahurangi  Lighthouse,  q.  98 
Mining  Bill,  2b.  195,  199 

McLachlan,  Mr.  J.,  Ashburton, 
Adjournment,  m.  598 
Advances  to  Settlers,  in.  157 
Bank   of  New    Zealand   and   Banking  Bill, 

Conf.  47 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  285 ; 

2b.  362,  367  ;  Com.  395  &c,  443   &c,  482 

&c,  504  &c,  517  &c. 
Excursion  Train  Return-tickets,  q.  587 
-Governor's  and  Ministers'  Wives' Free  Passes 

on  Railway,  g.  578 
Harrold,  T.,2.577 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  321  &c,  625  &c. 

Class  III.,  G37 

Class  IV.,  651,  &c. 
Tariff,  Com.  264 

McLean,  Hon.  G.,  Otago, 
Divisions,  m.  606 

Dunedin  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  69 
Wage6  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  Com.  133 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  324 

McNab,  Mr.  R.,  Mataura, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  3b.  568 

Anthrax,  q.  137 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Conf.  56 
Billiard-rooms,  q.  94 
•Counties  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  63 


McNab,  Mr.  R. — continued. 
Hurunui-Bluff  Stationmasters,  m.  829 
State  Forests,  q.  618 
Stony  Creek  Railway- siding,  q.  574 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  320 

Class  III.,  645,  650 

Class  IV.,  651,  653 

Class  V.,  655 

Members1  Wives1  Free  Passes  by  Railway, 
Z.c,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  602 

Meredith,  Mr.  R.,  Ashley, 

Alooholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  8b.  567 

Bee-keeping,  q.  579 

Cost  of  Prisoners,  q.  22 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  378; 
Com.  446,  460,  470  &c,  504,  520  &c. 

McCarthy,  J.,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  419,  422,  424 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  322,  625,  686 

Tariff,  Com.  256 

Middle  District  University, 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  22 

Millar,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Chalmers, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com.  109 

Chairman  of  the  Benevolent  Trustees,  q.  101 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  350; 
Com.  400,  417,  424,  497  &c,  518 

Inebriates'  Institutions  Bill,  Com.  66, 67 

Railway  Servants,  q.  585 

Supply- 
Class  IV.,  652 
Class  V.,  654 

Tax  on  Seamen,  q.  586 

Mills,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Waimea- Sounds, 
Alcoholic   Liquors   Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

128 ;  3b.  572 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  416, 

520 ;  3b.  545 
Grey,  Sir  G.,  m.  72 
Hours  of  Sitting,  q.  617 
Marlborough  Fisheries,  q.  187 
Mining  Bill,  2a.  192 
Noxious  Insect-pests,  q.  88 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  629 

Class  IV.,  653 

Mines  Statement, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  C adman),  112 

Mining  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  189 

Miyiing  Districts  Land  Occupation  Act, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  O'Regan),  589 

Ministers*  Speeches  telegrapJied, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  205,  588 

Mitchelson,  Mr.  E.,  Eden, 

Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Int.  572 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  Rep. 
Sel.  Com.  87 
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MiTCHEiiSON,  Mr.  E. — continued. 
Census,  Obs.  490 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  279,  Ac. ; 

m.  329 ;  Com.  412,  491,  528 
••  George  Thompson,"  q.  96 
Harbours  Bill,  2b.  65 
Inspection  of  Ships,  Ac,  q.  95 
Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  277 
Mullet,  o.  92 
Native  Birds  on  Little  Barrier  Island,  q. 

101  • 
Phylloxera,  q.  206 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  490 
Timber  shipped  to  England,  m.  102 
Totalisator,  q.  586 

Monday  Sittings, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  146 

Montgomery,  Mr,  W.  H., 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  88 

Montgomery,  Hon.  W.,  Canterbury  (Member 
of  Executive  Council), 
Primary-education  Endowments,  m.  489 

Montgomeey,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Ellesmere, 

Adjournment,  m.  102,  108 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 
110,  120 

Country  Mails,  g.  93 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  398, 
465  Ac,  481,  501  &c. 

Laud  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  175 

Montgomery,  Mr.  W.  H.,  q.  88 

Post-Office  Savings- Bank  and  Public  Trust 
Funds,  q.  96,  587 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  320 
Class  III.,  642,  Ac. 

Tariff,  Coin.  262 

Morning  Sittings, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith),  210 

Mobbibon,  Mr.  A.,  Caversltam, 
Adjournment,  tn.  106 
Coal-miners'  Relief  Fund,  m.  102 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  2a.  859  ; 

Com.  457  Ac,  500  &c. ;  3b.  541 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  q.  100 
Otago  Central  Railway,  q.  98  " 
Tariff,  Com.  248,  265,  268 

Mortgages, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Steward),  102 

Mouldings  and  Picture- frames, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  24 

Mounted  Corps1  Carbines, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  621 

Mullet, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  92 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill, 
l.c,  1b.  180;  2b.  272 


N. 

Napier-Patmerston  Trains, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Ormond),  512,  602 

Native  Birds  on  Little  Barrier  Island, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  101 

Native  Land  Court  Bill, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Houston),  138 

Native  Land  Laws  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  393  ;  q.  (Mr.  Heke),  577 

Native  Rights  Bill, 
h.,  1b.  87 

Naval  and  Military  Settlers*  Claims, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Lawry),  205 

Nelson  Borough, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Graham),  206 

Newman,  Dr.  A.  K.,  Wellington  Suburbs, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

149;  3r.  566 
Awarua  and  Waimarino  Blocks,  q.  619 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  1,  11,  14  ;  Conf.  26 
Banking  Legislation,  q.  623 
Census,  Obs.  490 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.   287, 

&o.;    1b.   330;    Com.    403   Ac,   437   Ac, 

472  Ac,  496  Ac,  524  Ac. 
Death  of  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  m.  126 
Delayed  Telegrams,  q.  205 
Home  for  Incurables,  q.  620 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  83 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  168  . 
Lunatics  Bill,  2r.  148 

Ministers'  Speeches  telegraphed,  q.  205,  588 
Mouldings  and  Picture-frames,  g.  24 
Order  of  Business,  m.  159 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  302  Ac,  625  Ac. 

Class  III.,  638 
Tariff,  Com.  233 
Treaties  with  Canada  and  South  Australia, 

q.  578 
Ward's,  Mr.,  Telegrams  to  his  Firm,  q.  582 

New  Plymouth  Harbour, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McGuire),  206 

New  Zealand  Boys  joining  Mercantile  Marine, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buddo),  584 

Niccol,  M.,  and  Others, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  573 

Norsewood  Forest  Reserve, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hall),  619 

North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lang),  94 

Noxious  Insect-pests, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  88 
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Old-age  Pensions, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buddo),  585 

Old  Soldiers*  Claims, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Flatman),  135 

Onehunga  Native  Reserve, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Heke),  573 

Order  of  Business, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  158 

O'Bkgan,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Inangahua, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  to.  559 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  476 ; 

3b.  547 
Mining  Districts  Land  Occupation  Act,  0. 

589 
Postage  on  Books  from  Libraries,  q.  578 
Small  Fruits  sent  by  Post,  q.  577 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  636 
Class  V.,  656 

Obmond,  Hon.  J.  D.,  Napier, 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  392 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  603,  607,  608 
Fencing  Bill,  3b.  609 
Napier-Palmerston  Trains,  q.  512 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  327 

Otago  Central  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Earnshaw),  97 

Otakou  Jetty, 
l.c,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  390 


Palmerston  North  Civil  and  Criminal  Cases, 
h.,  to.  (Mr.  Pirani),  140 

Palmerston  North  Police  Detective, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  18 

Pabata,  Mr.  T.,  Southern  Maori, 
Bailer  Maoris,  q.  23 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  518 

Parliament  Grounds  Gate, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duthie),  21 

Pastoial  Tenants  Relief  Bill  (No.  1), 
h.,  1b.  157  ;  Dis.  515 

Pastoral  Tenants  Relief  Bill  (No.  2), 
h.,  1b.  515 

Peacock,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Canterbury, 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  605,  608 

Pkbe,  Mr.  W.,  Eastern  Maori, 
Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  295 
Te  Kooti's  Settlement,  Ohiwa,  q.  576 


Phabazyn,  Hon.  R.,  Wellington, 

Customs  and  Excuse  Duties  Bill,  2a.  610 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  603,  609 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  2b.  62 

Phylloxera, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  205 

Pinkebton,  Mr.  D.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  284; 
Com.  415,  433 

Pirani,  Mr.  F.,  Palmerston, 
Adjournment,  to.  140,  598 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 

110 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  3, 10;  Conf.  27,  48;  to.  87 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill,  Com.  85 
Counties  Bill,  to.  63 
Crown  Leaseholds,  q.  573  . 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  Int. 

284 ;  Com.  895  &o.,  440  &c,  499 
Education  Boards'  Expenses,  to.  211 
Examiners  of  Masters  and  Mates,  q.  186 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  184 
Lunatics  Bill,  2b.  148 
Masters  of  Coasting  Sailing-vessels,  q.  186 
Palmerston  North  Civil  and  Criminal  Cases, 

to.  140 
Palmerston  North  Police  Detective,  q.  18 
Phylloxera,  q.  205 
Registering  Births  in  Country  Distriots,  q. 

25 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  320  Ac,  625  &c. 

Class  III.,  638 

Class  IV.,  652,  Ac. 

Class  V.,  653,  &o. 
Tariff,  Com.  257,  262,  267 
Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  to.  279 

Poisons  Importation  and  Carriage  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  135 ;  3a.  157 

Pollen,  Hon.  Dr.,  Auckland, 
Anti-Chinese  League,  to.  130 
Judge  Barton,  to.  131 
Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  to.  132 

Pomologist, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  99 

Porirua  Asylum, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  513,  602 

Postage  mi  Books  from  Libraries, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Regan),  578 

Post- Office  Savings -Bank  and  Public  Trust 
Funds, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  587 

Poututu  Jurisdiction  Act, 
l.c,  w.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bolt),  272 

Primary-education  Endowments, 
h.,  to.  (Mr.  J.  MoKenzie),  140 
I.e.,  to.  (Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery),  489 
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Primary-school  Children  going  to  High  Schools, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  583 

Priority  of  Crown  Debts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bell),  87 

Prisoners,  Cost  of 
h.f  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  22 

Properties  acquired  by  Foreclosure, 
&.,  g.  (Mr.  Dufchie),  582 

Public  Accounts, 
h.f  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  99,  138 

Public  Accounts  Committee, 
h.,  to.  (Mr.  Ward),  469 ;  (Mr.  Seddon),  490 ; 
Rep.  3el.  Com.  (Mr.  Guinness),  517 

Public  Debt, 
U.,  w.  (Hon.  Mr.  Boweh),  518 

Public  Domains  Bill, 
lc.t  1b.  602 

Public-school  Teachers'  Court  of  Appeal, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  136 

Public    Trust  and   Post-Office    Savings-Bank 
Funds, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  96 

Public  Trust  Funds, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  587 

Public  Trust  Office  Securities, 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  209,  586 

Public  Works  Statement, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  622 


Railway    Apprentices    attending     Canterbury 
College  Lectures, 
l.c,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson),  130 

Railway-carriages  reserved, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  585 

Railway  Passengers*  Luggage,  dc, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  20 

Railway  Passes  for  Members'  Wives, 
I.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  513 

Railway  Return-tickets, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  584 

Railway  Servants, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Millar),  585 

Rangitata  River, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  21 

Rating  Bill, 
h.t  1b.  273 
ii— 90 


Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  158 

Reeves,   Mr.    W.   P.,    City    of   Christchurch 

(Minister  of  Education,  Minister  of  Justice, 

Minister  of  Labour,  and  Commissioner  of 

Stamp  Duties), 
Adjournment,  m.  108,  144,  598 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  3b.  569 
Ambulance  Leotures  for  School-teachers,  q. 

136 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

m.  4 
Chairman  of  the    Benevolent    Trustees,   q. 

101 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  471, 

478,  528 
Divorce  Bill,  Com.  67 
Dressmaking,  q.  618 
Harper,  L.,  q.  137 
Harrold,  T.,  q.  577 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid  Bill,  q.  16 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act, 

Obs.  489 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

to.  75,  83 
Levin  State  Farm,  q.  185 
Lunatios  Bill,  2b.  147, 149 
McCarthy,  J.,  q.  20 

Maintenance  of  Hospital  Pacients,  q.  582 
Masterton  Murderer,  q.  620 
Priority  of  Crown  Debts,  q.  88 
Prisoners,  Cost  of,  q.  22 
Publio-school  Teachers'  Court  of  Appeal,  q. 

186 
Returns  ordered,  Obs.  90 
Roman  Catholio  Schools  Inspection,  q.  587 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  307,  317,  319,  625  &c. 

Class  IV.,  650,  Ac. 
Trfranaki  University  Reserve,  q.  89 
Technical  Education,  q.  205 
Uncertificated  Teachers,  q.  16 
Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  m.  278 
Whakatane  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court 

2.17 

Registering  of  Births  in  Country  Districts, 
h„  q,  (Mr.  Pirani),  25 

Reprint  of  Statutes  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  146  ;  Com.  and  3b.  203 

Return  not  supplied, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  584 

Returns  ordered, 
h.,q.  (SirR.  Stout),  89 

Reynolds,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Otago, 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  q.  602 ;  2b. 

609 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel  Com.  603,  607,  608 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  273 
Porirua  Asylum,  q.  513 
Railway  Passes  for  Members'  Wives,  q.  513 

Richabdson,  Hon.  E.,  C.M.Q.,  Wellington, 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  278 
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Rioo,  Hon.  J.,  Wellington, 
Anti-Chinese  League,  m.  131 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2r.  392 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  604,  608 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  326;  Com. 
393 

Road  Board  Subsidies, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  574 

Roman  Catholic  Schools  Inspection, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Carnell),  587 

Russell,  Mr.  G.  W.,  Riccarton, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,   Com. 

109, 150, 153 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

2,10;  Rep.  Conf.  54 
Binder-twine,  <&c,  q.  23 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  283, 

&c. ;  2b.  369  ;  Com.  394,  412  &c. ;  3b.  550 
Deputy  Public  Trustee,  q.  93 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  178 
Lunatics  Bill,  2b.  149 
Order  of  Business,  m.  159 
Styx-Belfast  Telephone,  g.  99 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  317,  624  &o. 

Class  III.,  648 
Tariff,  Com.  238,  259  &c. 
Treaty  with  South  Australia,  q.  135 
Village  Settlements,  q.  20 
Youths  appointed  to  Civil  Service,  w.  140 

Russell,  Captain  W.  R.,  Haw  he's  Bay, 
Adjournment,  m.  216,  218 
Agent- General,  q.  829,  622 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  m.  559 
Anthrax,  q.  136 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 

4, 10  ;  Obs.  87 
Clive  Protective  Works,  q.  617 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill,  Com.  86 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  280  &c. ; 

m.  801 ;  1b.   329  ;  2b.  336 ;  Com.  396,  414 

<feo. ;  3b.  530 
Grey,  Sir  G.,  m.  71 
Harbours  Bill,  2b.  63 
Judgeship,  Vacant,  Obs.  279 ;  q.  622 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  162 
Lunatios  Bill,  2b.  148 
Order  of  Business,  m.  158 
Pomologist,  q.  99 
Public  Works  Statement,  q.  622 
Returns  ordered,  Obs.  90 
Securities  held  in  London,  Rep.  Sel.   Com. 

554 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  320,  623  &c. 

Class  111.,  638 
Tariff,  Com.  228,  255  &c. 
Wairaki  Roadworks,  2-619 
Woodville  Cattle-stealing,  m.  515,  517 


S. 


Sale  of  Goods  Bill, 
h.,  Com.  85 


Salmon-ova, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  16 

Sadndebs,  Mr.  A.,  Selwyn, 
Bank  of  New   Zealand    and   Banking  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  7,  10 
Grey,  Sir  G.,  m.  78 

Scotland,  Hon.  H.,  Taranaki, 
Brown,  Major,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  155 

Sea  fisheries  Bill, 
I.e.,  1b.  602 

Securities  held  in  London, 
h.,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  554 

Sbddon,  Mr.  R.  J.,  Westland  (Premier,  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  Minister  of  Defence, 
and  Minister  of  Native  Affairs), 

Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Bill,  q.  88 

Adjournment,  m.  107,  140  <fec,  215,  590 

Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Governor's  Mes- 
sage 572 

Agent-General,  The,  q.  329  ;  q.  622 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  q.  98  ; 
Com.  110,  126  &c,  150  <fcc,  555  &c. ;  Re 
com.  558,  &c. ;  3b.  570 

Auckland  Licensing  Committee,  2-211 

Auckland  Volunteers,  q.  211 

Banking  Legislation,  q.  G23 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 
Cons,  of  Amend.  1,  Ac. ;  Conf.  26,  &o. ; 
Rep.  Sel.  Com.  87 

Betterments  Bill,  q.  620 

Billiard-rooms,  q.  94 

Boot  and  Shoe  Imports,  q.  98 

Boys  entering  Marine  Service,  q.  139 

Bregmen's  Landing,  Opuatia  River,  q.  577 

Cadets  in  Civil  Service,  q.  138 

Census,  Obs.  490 

Charitable  Aid,  q.  23 

Colonial  Treasurer's  Speech  to  London  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  q.  208 

Consulting  Electrician,  q.  93 

Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill,  Com.  86, 
203 

Country  Mails,  q.  93 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  279, 
&c. ;  m.  329 ;  1b.  329 ;  2b.  341,  <fcc. ;  Com. 
397  &c,  424  <fec,  452  &c,  457  <fec,  491  Ac., 
519  &o. ;  3b.  532 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  q.  100 

Decoration  for  saving  Life,  q.  587 

Deputy  Public  Trustee,  q.  93 

Dilworth  Bequest,  q.  136,  137 

Distriot  Court  Judges  and  Magistrates,  q. 
206 

Divoroe  Bill,  #,587 

East  Cape  Lighthouse,  q.  139 

Eke tahuna-  Woodville  Platelayers,  &c,  q. 
575 

Examiners  of  Masters  and  Mates,  q.  136 

"  George  Thompson,"  q.  96 

Glendining,  D.,  q.  93 

Government  Insurance  Loans,  q.  100 

Grey,  Sir  G.,  m.  69 

Harbours  Bill,  2b.  64,  65 

Homo  for  Incurables,  q.  620 
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Seddon,  Mr.  R.  J. — continued. 
Hours  of  Sitting,  q.  618 
Hunterville  Courthouse,  q.  579 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 

Com.  78 
Inebriates'  Institutions  Bill,  Com.  65 
Inspection  of  Ships,  <fec,  q.  95 
Kahurangi  Lighthouse,  q.  98 
Kaiapoi  Embankments,  q.  92 
Kaipara  Pore  Charges,  q.  96 
Kaitangiwhenua  Case,  q.  18 
Kauika  and  Others,  q.  137 
Land    and    Income    Assessment    Bill,    2r. 

165 
Leahy,  late  Constable,  q.  94 
Licensing-laws,  q.  15 
Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.   276, 

<fec. 
Local  Government  Bill,  q.  16;  q.  205 
Makuri  Telephone,  q.  98 
Man  tell,  Death  of  Hon.  Mr.,  m.  126 
Marlborough  Fisheries,  q.  187 
Martini-Henry  Ammunition,  q.  101 
Martini-Henry  Rifles,  q.  100 
Masters  of  Coasting  Sailing-vessels,  q.  136 
McCarthy,  J.,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  423 
Mining  Bill,  2r.  197,  <feo. 
Ministers'  Speeches  telegraphed,  q.  205 
Monday  Sittings,  m.  146 
Morning  Sittings,  q.  210 
Mounted  Corps'  Carbines,  q.  621 
Mr.  W.  H.  Montgomery,  M.H.R.,  q.  88 
Mullet,  q.  92 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  q.  138 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  q.  577 
Nelson  Borough,  q.  206 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  q.  95 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.  585 
Onehunga  Native  Reserve,  q.  574 
Order  of  Business,  m.  158,  159 
Otago  Central  Railway,  q.  97 
Palraerston  North  Police  Detective,  q.  18 
Parliament  Grounds  Gate,  q.  21 
Public  Aocounts,  q.  99,  138 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  490 
Public  Trust  and  Post-Office  Savings-Bank 

Funds,  q.  96 
Public  Works  Statement,  q.  622 
Reprint  of  Statutes  Bill,  2r.  146 
Returns  ordered,  q.  90 
Securities  held  in  London,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

554 
Sinking  Funds,  q.  99 
Sleepers,  q.  578,  579 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  q.  100 
Styx-Belfast  Telephone,  q.  99 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  303  &c,  628  Ac. 

Class  III.,  638,  Ac. 

Class  IV.,  651 

m.  301,  656 
Taieri  River  Floods,  q  96 
Totalisator,  q.  586 
Tariff,  Com.  230,  &c. 
Treaty  with  Canada,  q.  96 
Treaty  with  South  Australia,  q.  135 
Unemployed,  q.  621 
Vacant  Judgeship,  q.  279,  622 
Village  Settlements,  q.  20 


Seddon,  Mr.  R.  J. — continued. 

Volunteers  entering    Permanent   Forces,   q. 

24 
Wednesday  Sittings,  m.  75 
Whakatane  River,  q.  583 
Whakatane  Telephone-office,  q.  99 
Woodville  Sheep-  and  Cattle-stealing  Cases, 
q.  205 ;  m.  515 

Servants'  Registry -offices  Bill, 
l.c.%  3b.  155 

Sharebrokers  Bill, 
I.e.,  1r.  390 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill, 
I.e.,  1r.  602 

Shrimski,  Hon.  S.  E.,  Otago, 
Anti-ChineRe  League,  in.  130, 131 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2r.  391 
Dunedin  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  3r.  157 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2r.  272 
Wages    Attachment    Abolition     Bill,    Com. 

133 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  2b.  62;  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

326 

Sinking  Funds, 

h..  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),   99,  210,  577;  q.  (Mr. 
Allen),  621 

Sleeper  Contracts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Maslin),  577 

Sleepers, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  578 

Small-birds  Pest, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  17 

Small-farm  Associations, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  211 

Small  Fruits  sent  by  Post, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Regan),  577 

Smith,  Mr.  E.  M.,  New  Plymouth, 

Adjournment,  m.  217 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  m.  558  ; 
3r.  563 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  297 ; 
2r.  365;  Com.  402  &c,  483  &c,  454,494 
Ac. 

Grass-seed  for  Government  Land,  q.  23 

Lunatios  Bill,  2r.  148 

Middle  District  University,  q.  22 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  631,  Ac. 
Class  V.,  654 

Taranaki- Auckland  Stock-driving,  q.  23 

Taranaki  University  Reserve,  q.  89 

Tariff,  Com.  264,  &c. 

Smith,  Mr.  G.  J.,  City  of  Christchurch, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale   Control   Bill,   Com. 

110,  127,  555  &c. ;  3r.  565 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  Cons. 

of  Amend.  7  ;  Conf.  42 
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Smith,  Mr.  G.  J. — continued. 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  284, 

297,  894  &c,  448,  462,  472  &o.,  491  &c, 

610,  512  <feo. 
Customs  Duties,  q.  210 
Little  Barrier  Island,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  277 
Morning  Sittings,  q.  210,  <feo. 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  318.  321,  623  &c. 

Class  V.,  654,  655 
Tariff,  Com.  247,  249,  265 

South  Australia,  Treaty  with, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  135 

Speakeb,   Mr.,  h.   (Sir  G.   M.  O'Rorke,  Kt.), 

Manukau, 
Adjournment,  m.  592,  599 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  m.  559  ; 

3b.  565 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  1,  &c.  ;   Conf.  27,   &c. ; 

Rep.  Sel.  Com.  87 
Census,  Obs.  490,  491 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  m.  329,  330 ; 

2b.  870,  «&c. ;  Com.  393,  412,  506 
Mining  Bill,  2b.  199,  201 
Order  of  Business,  m.  158,  159 
Sinking  Fund,  q.  621 
Unemployed,  q.  621 

Ward's,  Mr.,  Telegrams  to  his  Firm,  q.  581 
Woodville  Cattle-stealing,  m.  516 

Standing  Orders  Committee , 
h.t  q.  (Mr.  Lang,  for  Major  Steward),  100 

State  Forests, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McNab),  618 

Stevens,  Hon.  E.  C.  J.,  Canterbury, 
Unclassified  Societies  Registration  Bill,  2b. 
553 

Stevens,  Mr.  J.,  Rangitikei, 
Hunterville  Courthouse,  q.  579 
Marton-Mangaonoho  Railway,  q.  90 

Stewabd,  Major  W.  J.,  Waitaki, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  m.  558  ; 

3b.  568 
Bank  of  New   Zealand  and   Banking  Bil), 

Cons,  of  Amend.  3 
Customs  and   Excise  Duties  Bill,  2b.  358; 

Com.  399  &c,  487  &c,  452,  464,  470  <fec, 

491  <feo.,  522  ;  3b.  539 
Divorce  Bill,  Com.  68 
Flockowners'  Rent  and  Sheep-tax,  q.  91 
Fruit  Importation,  q.  15 
Local  Government  Bill,  q.  16 
Maerewhenua  Mine,  q.  16 
McCarthy,  J.,  q.  20;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  419,  &c. 
Mortgages,  m.  102 
Primary-school     Children    going    to     High 

Schools,  q.  583 
Railway  Passengers'  Luggage,  &c,  q.  20 
Railway  Return- tickets,  q.  584 
Rangitata  River,  q.  21 
Reprint  of  Statutes  Bill,  Com.  203 
Small-birds  Pest,  q,  17 


Stewabd,  Major  W.  J. — continued. 
Strachan's  Siding  Cattle-yards,  q.  21 
Tariff,  Com.  242,  257 
Tariff  Commission  Officers,  q.  575 
Workmen  on  Railway  Construction  Works, 
q.  588 

Stewabt,  Hon.  W.  Downie,  Otago, 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  391 
Brown,  Major,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  156 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  BUI,  3b.  328 
Divisions,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  606 
Dunedin  Loans  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  68 ; 

3b.  157 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  272 
Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill,  Com.  133 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  2b.  61,  62 ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

325 

Stock  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  135 

Stony  Creek  Railway -siding, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McNab),  574 

Stout,  Sir  R.,  K.C.M.G.,  Cxty  of  Wellington, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  Com. 
110,  129,  155 

Adjournment,  m.  140  <&c,  221,  589 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  Cons, 
of  Amend.  12;  Conf.  27,  Ac;  Rep.  Sel. 
Com.  87 

Cadets  in  Civil  Service,  q.  138 

Colonial  Treasurer's  Speech  to  London  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  q.  207,  208 

Grey,  Sir  G.,  m.  74 

Harper,  L.,  q.  137 

Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
Com.  76 

Kauika  and  Others,  q.  137,  138 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  163 

Lunatics  Bill,  2b.  147 

Mining  Bill,  2b.  201 

Order  of  Business,  m.  158,  159 

Public  Accounts,  g.  99,  138 

Public  Trust  Office  Securities,  q.  210 

Reprint  of  Statutes  Bill,  2r.  147 

Returns  ordered,  q.  89,  90 

Sale  of  Goods  Bill,  Com.  85 

Sinking  Funds,  q.  99,  210,  577 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  624,  &c. 
Class  III.,  638,  &c. 

Tariff,  Com.,  232,  &o. 

Ward's,  Mr.,  Telegrams  to  his  Finn,  q. 
581 

Strachan's  Siding  Cattle-yards , 
h„  q.  (Major  Steward),  21 

Styx-Belfast  Telephone, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  99 

Supply, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  301 
Class  II.,  302,  623 
Class  III.,  637 
Class  IV.,  650 
Class  V.,  653 
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Swanson,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  2b.  61 ;    Rep.  Sel.  Com. 
824 


Taieri  River  Floods, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Carnoroes),  96 

Taiaroa,  H.  K., 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Williams),  890 

Taiahoa,  Hon.  H.  K.,  Otago, 

Crown   Suits   Ace   1881  Extension   Bill,  2b. 

132 
Otakou  Jetty,  q.  890 

Tanner,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Avon, 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  299 ; 

Com.   415,  445,   462,   464,   476,   501,  503, 

518 
"  George  Thompson,"  q.  96 
Industrial  Conciliation  Bill,  m.  80 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  631 
Tariff,  Com.  251 

Tat -anaki- Auckland  Stock-driving, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  23 

Tariff  Commission  Officers, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  575 

Tauranga  Education  Reserve, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  18 

Taranaki  University  Reserve, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  M.  Smith),  89 

Taupo  Disturbances, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Mackenzie),  579 

Tariff, 
k.,  Com.  226 

Tauranga  Post-office, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  24 

Tax  on  Seamen, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Millar),  586 

Technical  Education, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry),  205 

Technical  Education  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  273 

Te  Kooti's  Settlement,  Ohiwa, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pere),  576 

Territorial  Revenue, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  102 

Thames-Coromandel  Peninsula, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  MoGowan),  573 


Thompson,  Mr.  R.,  Marsden, 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill,  m. 
2,26 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.   299 ; 
Com.  400,  403,  406,  415,  444,  445,  453 

Hikurangi  Coal- mines,  q.  588 

Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
2b.  79 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2b.  180 

Little  Barrier  Island,  m.  276 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  316,  322 

Tariff,  Com.  247 

Thompson,  Mr.  T.,  City  of  Auckland, 

Adjournment,  m.  594 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale   Control    Bill,  Com. 
109 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  288; 
Com.  407,  477,  et  seq. 

Niccol,  M.,  and  Others,  q.  573 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  631 

Tariff,  Com.  245 

Timber  shipped  to  England, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  102 

Tinxoald  Letter -delivery, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Maslin),  619 

Totalisator, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  586 

Treaty  with  Canada, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Earnshaw),  96;  q.  (Dr.  Newman), 
578 

Treaty  with  South  Australia, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  135;  q.  (Dr.  New- 
man), 578 

Tucker,  W.  H., 
he,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Williams),  390 


u. 

Unemployed, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  138,  620 

Uncertificated  Teachers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  16 

Unclaimed  Moneys  Rill, 
h.,  Com.  and  3b.  86 
I.e.,  1b.  130 

Unclassified  Societies  Registration  Bill, 
I.e.,  IB.  512  ;  2b.  558 


V. 

Vacant  Judgeship, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  279,  622 
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Village-homestead  Settlements, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  19 

Village  Settlements, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  20 

Volunteers  entering  Permanent  Forces, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Buddo),  24 


w. 

Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill, 
h.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  278 
I.e.,  Com.  132,  157  ;  3a.  272 

Waikari  Roadworks, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  G19 

Waikopiro  Block, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hall),  100 

Walker,  Hon.  W.  C,  Canterbury, 
Auctioneers  Bill,  2b.  392 
Births  and  Vaccinations,  q.  552 
Books,  &c,  to  be  deposited   in   Library,  q. 

155 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Com.  273 

Ward's,  Mr.,  Telegrams  to  his  Firm, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Earnshaw),  580 

Ward,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Awarua  (Colonial  Treasurer, 
Postmaster  -  General,  Electric  Telegraph 
Commissioner,  Minister  of  Marine,  Minister 
of  Commerce  and  Industries,  and  Com- 
missioner of  Trade  and  Customs), 

Adjournment,  m.  212,  222,  589,  599 

Advances  to  Settlers,  q.  204 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill, 
Cons,  of  Amend.  2,  5,  14 ;  Conf.  25,  56 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  Estates  Realisation 
Board,  q.  621 

Binder-twine,  Ac,  q.  24 

Colonial  Treasurer's  Speech  to  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  207,  208 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Int.  280; 
2r.  330,  344,  356,  384  ;  Com.  393  &c,  432 
&c,  451  &c,  469  &c,  491  Ac,  517  Ac. ;  3r. 
536,  538 

Customs  Duties,  q.  24,  210 

Delayed  Telegrams,  q.  205 

"  Firth  of  Lome,"  q.  211 

Friendly  Societies,  q.  204 

Furniture  imported,  q.  580 

Kaipara  Fish-curing  Industry,  q.  617 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  2r.  184 

Ministers'  Speeches  sent  to  Newspapers,  q. 
588 

Mouldings  and  Picture-frames,  q.  24 

New  Plymouth  Harbour,  q.  206 

New  Zealand  Boys  joining  Mercantile  Marine, 
q.  584 

Niccol,  M.,  and  Others,  q.  573 

Postage  on  Books  from  Libraries,  q.  578 

Post-Office  Savings-Bank  and  Public  Trust 
Funds,  q.  587 


Ward,  Mr.  J.  G. — continued. 
Properties  acquired  by  Foreclosure,  q.  582 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  469 
Public  Trust  Office  Securities,  q.  209,  586 
Registering  Births  in  Country   Districts,  q. 

25 
Return  not  supplied,  q.  584 
Road  Board  Subsidies,  q.  575 
Sinking  Funds,  q.  210,  577,  621 
Salmon-ova,  q.  16 
Small  Fruit  sent  by  Post,  q.  578 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  302  Ac,  626  Ac. 

Class  III.,  638,  Ac 

Class  IV.,  651 

Clais  V.,  653,  Ac. 
Tariff,  m.  226,  240,  269 
Tariff  Commission  Officers,  q.  575 
Taupo  Disturbances,  q.  579 
Tauranga  Education  Reserve,  q.  18 
Tauranga  Post  office,  q.  24 
Tax  on  Seamen,  q.  586 
Tinwald  Letter-delivery,  q.  619 
Treaties  with  Canada  and  South  Australia, 

q.  578 
Ward's,  Mr.,  Telegrams,  q.  580,  582 
Woodend-Kaiapoi  Telephone,  q.  585 

Wednesday  Sittings, 
h.t  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  75 

Whakatane  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  17 

Wfiakatane  Telephone-office, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  99 

Whitmore,  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.,  K.C.M.G.,  Hawke's 
Bay, 
Divisions,  w.  604,  608 
Wilson  Land  Bill,  2r.  62 ;  Rep.  Com.  326 

Wellington  Corporation  and  Hospital  Contribu- 
tors Exchange  Bill, 
Z.c,  1r.  157 

Wellington  Technical  Schools, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Hogg),  102 

Westland  and  Nelson  Native  Reserves  Bill, 
l.c,  1r.  603 

Whakatane  River, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  Kelly),  583 

Whangara  Case, 
h.y  q.  (Mr.  Houston),  211 

Williams,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Taiaroa,  H.  K.,  m.  890 
Tucker,  W.  H.,  m.  390 

Willis,  Mr.  A.  D.,  Wanganui, 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale   Control   Bill,   Com. 

128  ;  3r.  572 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill,  Com.  410, 
413,  467,  476,  529 
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Willis,  Mr.  A.  D. —continued. 
Supply — 

Glass  II.,  633 
Tariff,  Com.  234,  289,  252 


Wilson  Land  Bill, 
I.e.,  2b.  61 ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  323 ;  Com.  393 


Wilson,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Otaki, 
Ambulance  Lectures  for  School-teachers,  a. 

135 
Levin  State  Farm,  q.  135 


Woodend-Kaiapoi  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buddo),'585 

WoodvilU  Sheep-  and  Cattle-stealing  Case, 
h.}    q.    (Mr.    Hall),   204;    m.    (Mr.    Seddon), 
515 

Workmen  on  Railway  Construction  Works, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  588 


Youtlis  appointed  to  Civil  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell),  140 
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NEW    ZEALAND. 


PARLIAMENTARY   DEBATES. 


Stcmrtr  Sitmon  oi  t\t  ftfotlftfr  Ifarliammt. 


HOUSE   OP  RBPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  3rd  September,  1895. 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill— Family 
Homes  Protection  Bill— Licenslng-laws— Fruit 
Importation— Maerewhenaa  Mine— Salmon-ova 
—Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid  Bill— Anthrax— 
IjOC&1  Government  BUI— Uncertificated  Teachers 
—Land  for  Settlements— Whakatane  Stipendiary 
Magistrate's  Court— Small-birds  Pest— Tauranga 
Education  Reserve — Palmerston  North  Police 
Detective — Kaitangiwhenua  Case  —  Improved- 
.  farm  Settlements  —  Village  -  Homestead  Settle- 
ments—Village Settlements— J.  McCarthy— Rail- 
way Passengers'  Luggage,  Ac— Strachan's  Siding 
Cattle  -  yards  —  Rangitata  River  —  Parliament 
Grounds  Gate— Cost  of  Prisoners— Middle  Dis- 
trict University  — Taranaki- Auckland  Stock- 
driving— Buller  Maoris— Grass-seed  for  Govern- 
ment Land— Charitable  Aid— Binder-twine,  Ac. 
—  Mouldings  and  Picture  -  frames  —  Customs 
Duties— Tauranga  Post-office— Volunteers  enter- 
ing Permanent  Forces— Registering  Births  in 
Country  Districts— Bank  of  New  Zealand  and 
BanJdngBill.  

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half -past 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbaybbs. 

The  House  adjourned  till  one  o'clock  a.m., 
and  thenoe  adjourned  till  ten  o'olook  a.m. 

BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  BANK- 
ING BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  forwarding  this  Bill,  with  amendments. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  wish  to  ask  your  ruling, 
Sir,  as  to  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with 
precedent  for  the  other  House  to  interfere  with 
this  Bill,  which  affects  the  moneys  of  the 
colony.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  have  no 
right  to  interfere  with  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Speaker  is  not  in  the 
habit  of  expressing  his  opinion  generally  upon 
money  measures,  as  many  measures  have  legis- 
lative features  distinct  from  fiscal  objects ;  but, 
with  regard  to  the  money  clauses,  the  amend- 
ment of  which  appears  to  be  an  encroachment 
on  the  privileges  of  the  House,  it  is  his  duty,  as 
guardian  of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  to  draw 
attention  to  such  encroachments. 

VOL.  XC.-l. 


Mr.  SEDDON.— The  only  point  I  would  ask 
your  ruling  upon  is  with  regard  to  clause  81, 
where  the  other  House  has  increased  the 
amount  of  £1,000  for  remuneration  to  the  Board 
by  £500. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  notice  that,  in  regard  to 
this  clause,  the  Bill  in  clause  25  guarantees 
any  deficiency  that  may  arise  in  regard  to  the 
£2,700,000  to  be  paid  to  the  Estates  Company 
by  the  Assets  Realisation  Board.  The  Act 
further  says  this  deficiency  shall  be  a  oharge 
on  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  colony,  with- 
out further  appropriation  than  the  authority 
of  this  Act.  It  appears,  further,  that  under  the 
31st  clause  this  House  appropriated  a  sum  of 
£1,000  as  remuneration  for  the  salaries  of  the 
members  of  the  Board.  Now,  that  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  most  distinot  appropriation  by  this 
House  of  money,  and  under  the  well-known 
House  of  Commons  rule,  which  is  one  of  our 
own  Standing  Orders,  all  aids  and  supplies  are 
the  sole  gift  of  the  Commons,  which  ought  not 
to  be  changed  or  altered  by  the  House  of  Lords ; 
and  on  this  rule,  Sir  Erskine  May  says,  all  pro- 
ceedings between  the  two  Houses  are  now 
founded.  The  principle  is  acquiesced  in  by  the 
Lords,  and  they  rarely  attempt  to  make  any 
but  verbal  alterations  in  the  grants.  It  is  a 
matter  of  very  great  regret  to  me  that  suoh  fre- 
quent attempts  are  made  to  interfere  with  this 
House  in  what,  in  appearance,  may  seem  small 
matters,  but  which  still  touch  the  privileges  of 
the  House.  All  who  study  constitutional  history 
will  know,  as  I  have  said,  that  these  attempts 
are  not  now  made  by  the  House  of  Lords  in 
England.  They  recognise  the  peculiar  right  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  deal  with  money.  I 
regret  that  in  certain  oases  of  legislation  the 
rights  of  this,  the  elective  House,  are  not  so 
scrupulously  observed  by  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil in  New  Zealand.  I  understand,  however, 
that  this  is  a  Bill  of  great  urgency,  and  that  the 
amendment  is  not  a  very  material  one,  as  it  is 
only  raising  the  sum  from  £1,000  to  £1,500. 
Still,  it  will  be  for  the  House  to  say  whether  it 
is  willing  to  waive  the  exercise  of  its  privilege 
in  this  case,  lest  public  inconvenience  should 
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arise.  I  am  clear  in  my  own  mind  that  oar 
privileges  are  infringed  in  this  matter,  bat  I 
leave  it  to  the  House  to  say  whether  they  pre- 
fer, in  an  important  measure  of  this  kind,  so 
seriously  affecting  the  position  of  the  bank,  for 
which  this  colony  is  so  large  a  guarantor,  to 
allow  this  to  be  treated  as  an  ordinary  amend- 
ment, and  meet  the  other  Chamber  in  confer- 
ence on  the  subject,  or  simply  take  our  stand 
on  the  general  question  of  the  invasion  of  our 
privileges,  and  disagree  with  the  amendment  on 
the  ground  of  privilege,  even  should  it,  through 
the  Council  insisting  on  the  amendment,  result 
in  the  Bill  being  laid  aside. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  clauses  2,  8, 10, 13, 15,  26, 28,  and  29 
were  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  clauses  31,  37,  54,  and  56  were  dis- 
agreed with. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  move,  That  a  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Captain  Russell,  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie, 
Mr.  Seddon,  and  Mr.  Ward,  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— With  regard  to  this 
proposal,  am  I  to  understand  that  this  deals 
with  clause  37  ?  I  should  like  to  point  out  ex- 
actly what  the  position  is.  Every  member  put 
on  this  Committee  has  spoken  and  voted 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  as  it  is  amended  by  the 
Legislative  Council — namely,  that  the  consent 
of  Parliament  shall  not  be  necessary  to  ratify 
amalgamation,  but  only  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  in  Council.  Let  us  look  the  position 
straight  in  the  face,  and  see  where  we  are. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  moved  it. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  moved,  under  pressure  from  this 
House,  that  the  consent  of  Parliament  should 
be  necessary.  Bat  does  he  say  the  Bill,  as 
altered  by  the  House  in  that  respect,  expresses 
his  opinion  or  the  opinion  of  the  Government? 

10  30  ^r'  ^°  we  not  know  that  the  honour- 
'  able  gentleman  only  accepted  this 
under  the  very  strongest  pressure  from  his  own 
supporters  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Well,  all  I  can  say 
is  that  the  records  of  the  Committee  and  the 

froceedings  of  the  House  justify  my  assertion, 
ask  the  House  to  consider  whether,  having 
affirmed  the  principle  that  it  would  not  agree 
to  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  banks  without 
the  fullest  "investigation,  and  without  the  con- 
sent of  Parliament  first  obtained,  it  is  now 
going  to  stultify  itself  by  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee every  member  of  which  holds  a  decided 
view  in  favour  of  the  Council's  amendment.  I 
shall  be  very  much  surprised  if  a  Committee 
so  constituted  is  appointed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton  commenced  before  he  was  ready, 
or  his  memory  is  defective.  He  has  probably 
yet  to  learn  that  when  the  Premier  states 
in  this  House,  it  being  the  general  wish  of 
the  House,  that  any  proposals  for  purchase  or 
agreement  for  sale  should  come  before  the 
House  to  be  ratified,— onoe  the  Premier  has 
Mr.  Speaker 


made  that  statement  to  the  House,  and  ac- 
cepted the  amendment  made  in  the  proviso, 
thereby  subordinating  his  own  opinion  to  what 
was  the  general  wish  of  the  House,  the  Pre- 
mier is  following  the  usual  practice  in  setting 
up  the  Committee,  which  is  that  the  Premier, 
being  the  member  who  moved  that  amendment 
which  has  been  altered  in  another  place,  should 
be  one  to  draw  up  reasons  for  maintaining  that 
amendment  in  the  Bill.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  also  made  another  amendment 
in  respect  of  which  I  disagreed  with  him,  and, 
although  that  clause  has  been  restored  to  its 
original  form  by  the  Council,  their  doing  so,  in 
my  opinion,  is  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
this  House.  I  say  on  those  different  points  I 
subordinate  my  own  opinion  to  the  paramount 
duty  of  safeguarding  the  privileges  of  the 
House.  Now,  we  can  only  have  three  or  four 
members  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons,  and 
before  the  House  agrees  to  those  reasons  they 
will  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  House ;  and  I 
think,  when  they  are  read  to  the  House,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  Government,  in  proposing 
those  honourable  members  whom  they  have 
named  to  draw  up  reasons,  are  doing  their  best 
to  support  the  position  taken  up  by  this  House. 
In  a  matter  of  such  gravity  as  this  we  do  not 
want  mere  doubts  or  suspicions  to  be  given 
expression  to.  It  is  a  matter  of  maintaining 
the  privileges  of  the  House.  I  say  that  is  above 
all  else,  and  I  hope  the  choice  of  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  named  will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Is  it  usual,  when  ap- 
pointing a  Committee  to  draw  up  reasons,  to 
appoint  a  number  of  members  who  we  know 
approve  of  the  action  taken  in  another  place  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  think  the  Committee 
should  consist  of  members  of  the  same  mind 
on  the  infringement  of  the  privilege  of  this 
House,  for  very  likely  there  will  be  a  Conference 
afterwards,  and  it  is  usual  to  appoint  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  who  have  drawn  up  the 
reasons  for  disagreeing  to  be  the  Managers  on 
behalf  of  this  House  at  the  Conference  that 
may  ensue. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— The  Committee  are 
all  of  the  same  mind  as  those  of  another  plaoe. 
What  position,  then,  will  the  House  be  placed 
in  if  the  Committee  come  down  with  a  recom- 
mendation to  adopt  the  amendments  made  in 
another  place  ?  The  whole  thing  is  a  farce. 
The  Premier  said  we  should  not  express  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  doubt  or  suspicion. 
But  we  are  here,  Sir,  to  do  our  duty,  and  to 
inquire  into  these  things.  .The  honourable 
gentleman  knows  there  is  astrong  feeling  in 
the  House  against  amalgamation  or  purchase  ; 
and,  if  a  Committee  is  to  be  set  up,  I  suggest 
that  the  Committee  should  take  evidence  and 
inquire  into  the  question  whether  this  purchase 
or  amalgamation  has  been  already  arranged 
for,  and  the  price  fixed  at  nearly  double  the 
market  price.  They  should  see  that  the  House 
is  not  misled  or  deceived  in  any  way,  and 
that  the  country  is  not  misled  or  deceived.  I 
pointed  out  to  the  Premier  that  the  men  we 
are  now  placing  on  the  Committee  are  not  the 
men  who  should  be  placed  there,  if  only  for 
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the  reason  that  they  have  expressed  their  views 
in  this  House  in  the  same  direction  as  the 
amendments  made  in  another  place.  I  do  not 
want  to  say  one  word  that  will  delay  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Bill;  hut  let  us  know  the  position 
•we  are  placed  in. 

Mr.  SEDDON.-I  think  the  honourable 
member  who  moved  more  particularly  with 
respect  to  any  agreement  for  purchase  lying 
on  the  table  of  the  House  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki,  and  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  add  his  name  to  tbe  Committee. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Add  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  do  not  wish  to  go 
on  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  ask  my  colleague  to  add 
the  name  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
taki. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Do  you  move  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes;  I  will  move,  as  an 
Amendment,  That  the  name  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki  be  added  to  this  Commit- 
tee. I  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  it 
is  not  within  my  knowledge  that  terms  have 
been  arranged  between  the  banks  as  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Colonial  Bank ;  and,  whatever 
the  terms  subsequently  agreed  upon  may  be, 
I  say  the  agreement  ought  to  come  before  this 
House,  and  to  lie  on  the  table  of  this  House.  I 
-do  not  think,  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  there  is 
any  truth  whatever  in  what  has  been  stated  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden— namely, 
that  the  agreement  is  already  cut-and-dried. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.—  Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  take  evidence  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Conference  will  not 
call  witnesses  or  take  evidence. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  that  very  well ;  but  probably  his  words 
may  have  some  effect  in  the  country,  and  pro- 
bably that  was  his  intention.  We  can  only 
give  reasons  for  disagreeing,  and  I  am  sure, 
when  they  are  ready,  they  will  commend  them- 
selves to  members  of  the  House.  With  regard 
to  the  amendment  raising  the  salary  of  the 
Assets  Board,  honourable  members  know  what 
my  feeling  was  upon  that;  but  the  question 
now  is  that  there  has  been  an  infringement  of 
our  rights,  and,  as  leader  of  the  House,  you, 
Sir,  were  the  first  to  call  attention  to  it.  We 
have  waived  our  right  to  lay  the  Bill  aside  on 
account  of  this,  but  we  are  going  to  the  Coun- 
cil to  state  that,  although  there  has  been  an 
infringement  of  those  rights,  yet,  owing  to  the 
urgency  of  the  Bill,  we  shall  call  attention  to 
that  infringement,  and  give  reasons  why  the 
amendments  should  be  withdrawn ;  and  this 
will  be  done,  at  the  same  time  reserving  our 
privileges.  As  regards  the  compulsory  selling 
of  land,  and  the  confining  of  the  banks  to  bank- 
ing business,  and  that  they  should  not  become 
the  owners  of  real  eotate,  that  has  been  my 
conviction  for  years,  and  I  have  told  the  House 
and  the  country  again  and  again  that  one  of 
the  greatest  causes  of  the  troubles  in  connec- 
tion with  the  banks  has  been  the  holding  of 
real  estate.  As  regards  the  directors  not  being 
allowed  a  bank  overdraft,  in  this  respect  my 


mind  is  also  the  mind  of  a  large  majority  of 
members  of  the  House.  That  being  the  case, 
there  is  no  ground  for  the  exception  taken  to 
the  constitution  of  the  Committee.  There  is 
only  one  other  alternative  to  the  course  pro- 
posed, and  that  is  to  have  separate  Managers 
for  every  separate  amendment.  There  may  be 
a  member  on  the  Committee  who  may  not  dis- 
agree with  the  whole  of  the  Council's  amend- 
ments :  but  time  after  time  we  have  had  Con- 
ferences with  another  place,  and  Managers 
appointed,  and  when  they  have  accepted  the 
position  they  have  stood  by  the  House,  and  in 
support  of  the  House's  amendments  or  the 
House's  position,  no  matter  what  their  own 
individual  views  might  be.  I  move  the  addi- 
tion of  the  name  of  Major  Steward  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  PIRANI.  —  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  Premier  has  already  spoken.  Can  he  move 
the  amendment  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— When  he  spoke  previously 
I  only  regarded  what  he  then  said  as  being 
by  way  of  conversation. 

Mr.  PIRANI.  —  He  gave  reasons  why  the 
Committee  should  be  constituted. 

Major  STEWARD.— There  is  no  member  of 
this  House  who  is  more  strongly  insistent  than 
I  am  upon  the  right  of  the  House  to  consider 
whether  it  will  accept  any  further  responsibili- 
ties than  it  has  already  accepted  under  this 
Bill.  We  have  accepted  a  responsibility  for 
something  like  five  millions  of  money,  and  the 
other  night  I  insisted,  as  strongly  as  I  could, 
that,  before  we  allowed  the  bank,  which  we  have 
backed  to  so  large  a  sum,  to  join  any  other  in- 
stitution, we  ought  to  demand,  on  behalf  of  the 
people,  that  we  should  have  the  accounts  of 
that  bank  laid  before  the  House,  and  that  we 
should  know  all  about  its  assets  and  liabilities 
before  we  became  consenting  parties  to  the 
arrangement.  I  have  heard  that  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  behind  this  House — that 
is  to  say,  before  the  matter  came  before  us ; 
and,  if  that  be  so,  then  that  sort  of  thing  shall 
not  be  ratified  by  Parliament  so  long  as  I  am 
here — that  is,  so  far  as  my  vote  is  concerned. 
I  think  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton  have 
unnecessary  fears  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Managers  on  behalf  of  this  House,  for, 
if  I  know  anything  at  all  about  Conferences 
between  the  Houses,  I  know  that  it  is  always 
understood  that  whosoever  goes  up  to  represent 
the  House  will  honourably  stand  by  the  opin- 
ions of  the  House ;  otherwise  he  ought  not  to 
accept  the  position  of  a  Manager.  I  have  every 
confidence  in  the  Premier  and  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  who  certainly  ought  to  be  on  the 
Conference ;  and,  as  for  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, no  matter  what  his  own  private  opinion 
may  be,  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  recognise  his 
duty  to  the  country,  and  that  he  and  they  will 
maintain  the  position  of  the  House  in  the  Con- 
ference to  the  best  of  their  ability.  No  matter 
what  the  Conference  recommend  to  this  House, 
even  supposing  they  give  way,  they  must  come 
down  with  a  recommendation  to  the  House, 
which  has  power,  of  course,  to  refuse  to  adopt 
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the  reoommen elation.  Therefore  my  honour- 
able friend  is  anticipating  dangers  that  will  not 
arise.  I  feel  confident  that  on  this  very  im- 
portant point  the  members  of  the  Conference, 
whether  I  be  one  of  them  or  not,  will  stand 
by  what  I  believe  is  the  strong  opinion  of  the 
House — that  no  arrangement  such  as  I  have 
heard  is  proposed  shall  be  sanctioned  unless 
openly  discussed  in  this  House,  and  agreed  to 
after  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  of  the 


Captain  RUSSELL.  — I  would  request  the 
Premier  to  remove  my  name  from  the  Com- 
mittee that  is  proposed.  I  realise  fully  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki  has  just 
said:  if  we  serve  as  members  of  the  Confer- 
ence it  may  be  held  to  be  our  duty  to  support 
the  view  of  the  House,  whatever  our  own  in- 
dividual opinions  may  be.  I  do  not  wish  to  do 
that.  I  consider  that  obtaining  the  consent  of 
this  House  to  the  amalgamation  of  the  banks 
is  absolutely  futile,  and  worse  than  futile ; 
that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  shall  be  removing 
the  responsibility  from  the  shoulders  of  the 
directors  and  placing  this  responsibility  on  the 
House,  which  is  absolutely  incompetent  to  deal 
with  the  question.  I  hold  that  opinion  very 
strongly,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  serve  on  the  Com- 
mittee and  give  my  consent  to  what  I  believe 
to  be  wrong.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
taki said  just  now  that  he  would  not  be  satis- 
fied unless  there  was  the  closest  inquiry  by 
the  House  into  the  condition  of  the  bank  pro- 
posed to  be  bought.  How  is  it  possible  for  this 
House  to  inquire  into  the  true  state  of  the 
private  concerns  of  Mr.  A,  or  the  bills  in  circu- 
lation of  Mr.  B,  or  the  overdraft  of  Mr.  C  ?  It 
is  absolutely  impossible  that  suoh  should  be 
the  case.  The  honourable  member  for  Waitaki 
argued,  with  regard  to  giving  our  consent  to 
the  amalgamation  with  or  purchase  of  another 
bank,  we  can  only  do  that  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  a  number  of  members  of  Parliament, 
who  would  have  been  unable  to  make  an  in- 
quiry into  these  matters.  I  do  not  believe,  my- 
self, the  Government  can  do  it,  far  less  Parlia- 
ment. This  is  a  mere  form  of  placing  on  the 
shoulders  of  Parliament  a  responsibility  which 
ought  to  rest  on  the  directors.  With  respect 
to  the  other  amendments,  though  I  may  agree 
to  some  of  them — I  have  been  reading  them 
over,  and  hearing  the  views  of  personal  friends 
in  the  Legislative  Council  —  I  am  convinced 
that  some  of  them— as,  for  instance,  the  amend- 
ment with  respect  to  the  overdrafts  of  directors 
— want  to  be  more  carefully  considered  than  I 
can  consider  them  at  the  present  time.  I  think 
they  ought  to  be  embodied  in  a  separate  Bank- 
ing Bill.  I  do  not  wish  to  represent  the  views 
of  the  House,  and  therefore  I  should  prefer 
to  withdraw,  and  give  place  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki. 

Mr.  BEEVES.— There  are  just  two  aspects 
of  this  question  that  I  wish  to  place  before  this 
House,  more  particularly  with  reference  to  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden.  No  principle  has  been  more  con- 
stantly acted  on  in  this  House  than  the  one  to 
which  exception  is  taken  by  some  honourable 
Major  Steward 


members  on  this  occasion.  An  honourable 
member  may  be  appointed  to  represent  this 
House  in  a  Conference  with  the  other  Chambexr 
and  to  oppose  an  amendment  of  the  Council,, 
which  amendment  he  may  be  personally  in. 
favour  of.  That  has  never  been  considered  an 
improper  or  inconsistent  thing  to  do,  and  I 
have  never  known  a  stronger  supporter  of  this 
principle  than  the  honourable  member  for 
Marsden.  Last  year,  on  the  question  of  the- 
CounciTs  amendments  in  the  Shipping  and  Sea- 
men's Bill,  he  positively  insisted  on  my  appoint- 
ing on  the  Conference  a  gentleman  who  was 
personally  strongly  in  favour  of  an  amendment 
which  had  been  put  by  the  Council  into  my  Bill, 
and  which  I  wanted  the  Conference  to  strike- 
out. And  when  I  tried  to  get  a  gentleman  put 
on  that  Conference  who  was  in  favour  of  my 
view,  the  member  for  Marsden  would  not  have 
it.  When  I  wanted  to  have  a  gentleman  pub 
on  the  Conference  who  was  to  some  extent* 
mild  on  the  question,  he  would  not  have  that,, 
but  insisted  upon  having  a  gentleman  put  on 
the  Conference  who  would  not  even  support  the 
view  of  the  House,  but  would  go  on  strongly 
hostile  to  the  view  of  the  House,  and  in  favour 
of  the  view  of  the  Council.  Therefore  I  invite- 
the  honourable  gentleman's  recollection  to  the 
incident. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Oh  1  I  recollect. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Yes ;  twice  the  honourable 
gentleman  beat  on  a  division  insisting  on  having 
that  done.  But  I  ask  the  House  to  remember 
that  this  is  not  a  question  of  a  Conference  with 
the  Council,  where  gentlemen  meet  and  argue, 
and  fight  if  necessary.  This  is  a  Committee 
to  be  appointed  to  draw  up  certain  reasons  on- 
paper,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  House,, 
and  the  House  can  agree  to  or  disagree  with 
them.  If  the  House  does  not  think  the  rea- 
sons strong  enough,  the  House  can  disagree 
with  them.  When  the  reasons  are  brought 
here  on  paper  the  work  of  the  Committee  is 
done,  and  for  any  Conference  with  the  Council 
fresh  names  have  to  be  submitted  and  fresh 
appointments  made.  It  will  be  said  that  the 
members  first  appointed  are  usually  appointed 
the  second  time — on  the  Conference.  That 
usually  is  so,  but  by  no  means  invariably. 
Nothing  has  been  more  often  seen  here  than, 
some  change  in  the  Committee.  Therefore  I 
do  not  think  the  matter  is  of  very  great  import- 
ance when  the  House  is  simply  called  upon 
to  appoint  three  or  four  gentlemen  to  assign 
certain  reasons  on  paper  whioh  have  to  be 
submitted  to  the  House  and  either  approved  or 
disapproved  of.  The  important  stage  comea 
subsequently,  when  members  have  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  a  Conference  with  the  Council,  and 
to  meet  the  representatives  of  the  Council  to 
justify  these  reasons. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  agree  with  what 
has  been  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waimate,  and  entirely  disagree  with  what  has 
been  said  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  In 
fact,  he  says  this  House  is  not  competent  to* 
inquire  into  the  question  upon  which  we  ara 
legislating. 

An  Hon.  Mekbeb. — No- 
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Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — That  is  the  fact. 
Pardon  me,  bat  I  have  as  just  a  sense  of 
appreciation  of  what  he  says  as  any  one.  He 
nays  we  ought  to  rely  upon  the  officers  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  these  matters,  and  that 
it  is  entirely  beyond  the  capacity  and  probably 
beyond  the  province  of  the  House  to  make  suoh 
inquiries.  Now,  Sir,  we  did  that  in  1894.  We 
listened  to  the  dulcet  tones  of  the  artful  dodger 
who  came  here  on  behalf  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  and  induced  the  House  to  give  that 
bank  two  millions  of  money.  Had  we  then 
appointed  a  Committee  that  would  have  ob- 
tained full  information,  I  venture  to  say  that 
we  should  not  have  then  thrown  away  the 
inheritance  of  the  people  in  such  a  rash  and 
reokless  manner ;  and  that  we  have  no  right  to 
sanction  any  legislation  in  this  House  involving 
great  responsibility  upon  the  people  of  the 
colony  without  being  individually  and  collec- 
tively aware  of  what  we  are  doing.  I  say  we 
ought  distinctly  to  understand  what  is  intended 
in  connection  with  this  bank  before  giving  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  to  it.  I  believe  the 
tight  thing  to  do  is  to  select  a  Committee  of 
both  Houses  on  which  you  will  have  the  very 
ablest  financial  men  to  inquire  into  the  ac- 
counts of  the  bank.  I  do  not  say  we  should 
take  the  accounts  before  the  House  in  order 
that  the  whole  of  the  private  business  of  the 
institution  should  be  known  everywhere  over 
the  length  and  breadth  of  New  Zealand,  but  I 
«3o  say  that  before  we  sanction  arrangements  of 
this  sort  we  ought  to  know  what  we  are  doing, 
and  I  for  one  shall  do  all  I  can  to  insist  upon 
such  being  done. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— The  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion is  entirely  wrong  in  regard  to  the  selection 
of  Committees.  You  are  well  aware,  Sir,  that 
only  last  week,  on  the  Dunedin  Drainage  Bill, 
you  ruled  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Pinkerton),  as  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment,  should  not  act  on 
that  Committee.  That  is  an  answer  to  what 
the  Minister  of  Education  has  now  said  with 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  this  Committee 
to  draw  up  reasons.  But  I  trust  the  House 
will  allow  the  Government  to  select  what  Com- 
mittee it  may,  and  for  this  reason:  If  they 
get  certain  members  who  have  been  opposing 
the  measure  on  the  Committee  to  draft  reasons, 
they  will  then  come  before  the  House  and  say 
that  these  reasons  represent  the  opinions  of 
the  House  in  general.  Now,  I  think  the  whole 
responsibility  in  this  matter  should  be  thrown 
on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  under  a  system 
of  Responsible  Government  should  bear  the 
burden — namely,  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  MASLIN.  —  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  a  question  in  respect  to  a 
promise  made  to  the  House,  and  attempted  to 
be  given  effect  to  in  another  place.  That,  is 
with  reference  to  the  new  clause  moved  in 
Committee  on  the  Bank  Bill  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchuroh  City  (Mr.  G.  J. 
Smith)  —  to  limit  the  time  during  which  the 
bank  should  be  able  to  carry  on  the  trading 
operations  under  the  Bill.  No  vote  was  taken 
on  that  question  in  Committee ;  but  had  a  vote 


been  taken  I  believe  it  would  have  been  car- 
ried by  an  overwhelming  majority.  A  clause  to 
this  effect  was  moved  in  the  Council,  but  was 
negatived.  What  I  want  to  ask  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  is  this :  Will  he  endeavour  to  carry 
out  the  promise  to  the  House  made  when  the 
amendment  was  moved  the  other  day?  We 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  inserting  a  olause 
to  give  effect  to  what  is  pretty  well  the  unani- 
mous desire  of  honourable  members.  Will  the 
Treasurer  bring  in  a  short  amending  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  speedy  realisation  of  the  assets  ? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  object  to  the  suggestion 
that,  when  I  moved  for  the  member  for  Mars- 
den  being  a  member  of  the  Committee,  I  did 
so  in  a  spirit  of  levity.  This  is  a  case,  I  think, 
where  we  ought  to  have  men  on  the  Committee 
who  really  hold  strong  views.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  Premier  to  say  that  the  members 
will  loyally  sustain  the  deoision  of  the  House, 
and  for  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  (Captain 
Russell)  to  disclaim  that  this  is  the  business  of 
the  House.  But,  if  members  are  appointed 
who  have  a  bias  in  their  minds  against  the  de- 
cision of  the  House,  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  House  to  ex- 
press themselves  strongly  and  lucidly  where 
they  have  not  sympathy.  It  is  because  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  has  strong 
views  on  the  matter  that  I  made  the  sugges- 
tion. We  require  men  in  this  position  not  of  a 
milk-and-water  disposition,  but  men  who  hold 
firmly  to  their  views,  and  who  will  be  able  to 
set  forth  strongly  the  reasons  for  insisting  upon 
the  wishes  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  should  like  to  point  put  that 
it  is  not  a  Conference  that  is  proposed  to  be  set 
up  at  all.  That  is  a  point  on  which  honour- 
able members  appear  to  be  labouring  under  a 
misapprehension.  I  am  proposing  to  set  up 
a  Committee  to  draw  up  reasons  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  House.  When  the  reasons  are 
submitted  to  the  House,  it  will  then  be  for  the 
House  to  say  whether  or  not  they  agree  to  or 
dissent  from  those  reasons.  We  have  not  yet 
arrived  at  the  point  of  asking  for  a  Confer- 
ence. It  is  now  merely  a  question  of  drawing 
up  reasons  for  dissenting  from  the  proposed 
amendments  made  in  the  Upper  House.  The 
reasons  will  be  submitted  to  the  House,  and 
then  it  will  be  for  the  House  to  say  whether  or 
not  it  agrees  with  the  reasons.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  the  composition  of  the  Committee 
for  a  Conference  at  all.  I  merely  desire  to 
say  that,  because  I  think  we  are  too  soon 
anticipating  a  discussion  upon  the  individual 
selection  of  a  Committee  for  the  purpose. 
That  is  my  opinion.  Now,  in  reply  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Rangitata,  I  gave  a 
fair  promise  to  the  House,  and  I  had  drawn  up 
an  amendment  to  endeavour  to  give  effect  to 
what  the  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
G.  J.  Smith)  desires  to  be  done.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  member  for  Rangitata  suggested 
that  I  expected  it  would  be  thrown  out  in  an- 
other place.  If  that  is  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's suggestion,  I  desire  to  say  that  there  is  no 
foundation  at  all  for  it.  I  had  no  idea,  and  I 
never  asked,  how  the  other  House  was  going  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Bank  of  New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.]        and  Banking  Bill.        [Sept.  9 


vote  for  or  against  any  clause  in  the  Bill.    But 
it  seems  to  me  desirable  that  a  farther  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  to  the  House  to  con- 
sider the  important  alterations  the  member  for 
Christchurch  City  suggested,  and  I  will  under- 
take to  have  submitted  to  the  House,  a€  as 
early  a  date  as  possible,  a  further  Bill  embody- 
ing a  resolution  or  resolutions  to  that  effect, 
and  then  the  House  will  have  the  opportunity 
of  putting  that  Bill  through,  and  the  respon- 
sibility will  be  thrown  upon  another  place  of 
either  accepting  or  rejecting  the  measure.     I 
think  it  right,  under  the  circumstancos,  to  do 
that.    Now,  I  want  to  deal  with  one  point  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  has  referred  to 
in  connection  with  this  business  that  we  are 
now  dealing  with.   The  point  he  referred  to  was 
that  if  a  Committee  had  been  appointed  last 
session  this  country  would  have  been  saved  the 
heavy  loss  which  he  says  will  now  fall  upon  it. 
I  should  like  to  take  this  point  first.      The 
honourable  member  says  that  we  were  misled. 
Well,  Sir,  I  have  before  said  that  we  were  not 
misled ;  but  I  will  put  the  position.  Taking  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  argument,  suppos- 
ing that  we  were  misled,  which  I  do  not  admit, 
what  the  honourable  member  has  suggested — 
and  it  has  been  approved  by  the  applause  of 
honourable  members— is  that  if  a  Committee 
had  been  appointed  the  guarantee  would  not 
have  been  given.    I  propose  to  put  the  position 
very  clearly  to  the  House,  and  I  challenge  any 
honourable  member  who  looks  at  the  matter 
impartially  to  say  that  I  am  wrong.     Coming 
to  the  question    as  to  whether  other  conse- 
quences would  have  followed  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee,  the  position  was  this :  that 
within  a  very  short  time  we  were  asked  to  come 
to  the  rescue  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and 
the  time  was  so  short  that  no  Committee  consti- 
tuted from  this  House  or  from  any  other  House 
could   possibly  have  made  any  investigation 
that  would  have  been  of  any  value  in  guiding 
the   House  to  a  decision.    The  experience  of 
'the  last  twelve  months    has  clearly  demon- 
strated that.    What  has  happened  ?    We  have 
had  the  bank  directors  going  to  Australia  and 
investigating  the  position  there,  investigating 
the  position  of  the  Estates  Company  through- 
out this  country,  sending  an  officer  to  England, 
and  transferring  the  head  office  of  the  Estates 
Company  to  this  colony  before  they  were  able 
to  arrive  at  the  actual  position  of  the  com- 
pany.   It  is  therefore  idle  to  say,  in  view  of 
these  circumstances,  that  if  a  Committee,  as  the 
honourable  member  has  suggested,  had  been 
appointed  last  year  we  could  have  prevented 
our  arriving   at   the   present  position.     The 
honourable  gentleman  may  argue  that  we  were 
not  willing  to  set  up  a  Committee,  and  that,  as 
a  Committee  was  not  set  up,  we  were  not  able 
to  obtain  the  necessary  information  to  warrant 
the  House  in  acting,  and  that,  consequently, 
we  were  not  justified  in  going  on.    But  that  is 
an  entirely  different  question,  and  brings  us 
back  to  the  position  whether,  in  view  of  the 
ciroumstances  set  before  the  country,  and  of 
the  information  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
Government,  the   information  from   the    ex- 
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eoutive  officers  of  the  bank,  and  that  from  the 
Age nt- General  in  London,  that  if  we  did  not 
act  within  a  certain  time  the  institution  would 
close  its  doors,  we  ought  or  ought  not  to  have 
taken  action.   That  is  an  arguable  point.   I  say 
it  is  arguable,  if  we  are  again  going  to  raise  the 
question,  whether  or  not  it  would  have  been 
more  judicious  to  have  allowed  the  bank  to 
close.    That  is  quite  an  arguable  position;  but 
to  say  that,  if  we  bad  selected  and  set  up  a 
Committee  last  year,   that  would  have  pre- 
vented us   from   arriving   at   the  position  in 
whioh  we  are  now  placed  as  the  result  of  the 
investigations  of  that  Committee  is  wholly  un- 
tenable.    I  say  that  the  circumstances  die- 
closed  during  the  last  twelve  months  clearly 
demonstrate  that  it  would  not  have  been  pos- 
sible, within  the  time  at  the  disposal  of  such  a 
Committee,  to  have  made  an  investigation  any 
more  than  did  the  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  whioh  was  set  up  and  reported  to- 
the  Council;  and  I  think,  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  is  now  only  right  that  I  should  say 
so.    Moreover,  I  wish  to  repeat  what  I  said,, 
or  tried  to  say,  the  other  evening.    I  repeat 
that,  in  the  first  instance,  we  did  not  pro- 
poso    to   issue    two    millions  of  stook  to  the- 
Bank  of   New   Zealand.    The    legislation    in 
the  first  instance   was  to  give  the  Bank  of 
New    Zealand    two    millions  of    fresh    share 
capital.    That  would  have  meant  that  there 
would  have  been  two  millions  of  fresh  share 
property  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  whioh 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  affairs  would  have 
been  used  in  meeting  losses  or  in  readjusting 
the  losses  of  the  bank.    It  would  have  meant 
that  the  share  capital  could  have  been  written 
down  if  necessary.    But,  as  the  results  of  in- 
quiries then  made  in  England,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  share  capital  could  not  be  raised. 
Advices  to  that  effect  came  here,  and  within  a 
week  or  ten  days  this  House  again  legislated, 
practically  rescinded  its  former  decision,  and 
passed  a  resolution  saying  that  we  should  issue 
stock  against  shares.     That  stock  means  an 
indebtedness  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  to  the  stock  proprietors.   In  the  former 
case  the  holders  of  the  shares  would  have  been 
part-proprietors  of  the  institution,  the  country 
in  either  case  standing  between  them  and  loss 
at  the  end  of  ten  years.    But,  after  all,  we  are 
only  beating  the  air  in  commencing  to  discuss 
whether  or  not  it  was  a  judicious  thing  to  do- 
what  we  did  last  year,  and  whether  or  not  that 
is  the  oause  of  the  institution  being  placed  in 
the  position  it  is  now  in.    The  institution  is. 
in  a  thoroughly  sound  way  now.    What  I  come- 
back to  is  that  we  are  not  proposing  to  set  up  a 
Conference.    Under  the  resolution  we  are  pro- 
posing a  Committee  to  draw  up  reasons,  and 
to  submit  them  to  the  House.    If  those  reasons- 
do  not  voice  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the- 
House,  then,  by  all  means,  let  us  alter  the 
reasons;  and  if,  after  the  reasons  are  sent  up- 
1 1  0     to  another  place,  we  have  to  set  up  a 
u'    Conference  to  deal  with  the  matter, 
that  is  the  time  properly  to  discuss  the  seleotion 
of  the  Committee,  and  as  to  whether  they  are 
likely  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the  House.. 
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Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  shall  be  deeply  thank- 
ful when  this  business  is  concluded.  I  heard 
it  said  in  another  place  that  we  were  only  the 
representatives  of  an  ignorant  people. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  not  at  liberty  to  refer  to  what  is  said  in 
debate  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Very  well,  Sir;  I  sup- 
pose I  am,  at  any  rate,  at  liberty  to  say,  as  one 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  that  I  am 
not  here  as  a  supplejack  to  be  bent  by  the 
members  in  another  place.  We  have  talked  a 
good  deal  on  this  question,  and  I  think  now 
that,  after  what  has  been  said  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  it  is  useless  this 
House  sending  him  as  one  of  the  Managers  to 
forward  our  interests  in  this  business.  He  dis- 
tinctly tells  us  he  is  not  prepared  to  sacrifice 
his  own  principles  to  forward  our  wishes  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  will  ask  that  the  name  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— That  is  all  I  wish  to 


V 


G.  J.  SMITH.— Sir,  the  Treasurer  says 
it  is  too  late  to  express  an  opinion  or  regret  as 
to  the  action  of  last  year.  We  cannot  get  out 
of  it,  I  quite  agree ;  but  the  fact  that  this  House 
was  misled  makes  us  a  little  shy  of  following 
the  lead  of  the  Government  this  year.  That  is 
why  we  are,  according  to  the  Premier,  a  little 
suspioious.  But  I  do  not  agree  with  the  Trea- 
surer that  we  could  not  have  got  the  informa- 
tion last  year.  I  believe  the  Government  had 
information  as  to  the  position  of  the  bank  a 
week  or  ten  days  before  the  Bill  was  brought 
down. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— The  Premier  may  say 
"  No  " ;  but  I  have  my  opinion,  and  I  have  my 
information. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
made  a  statement  in  this  House  to  the  effect 
that  the  Government  last  session  had  no  in- 
formation until  the  Monday  prior  to  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  on  Friday ;  and  Mr.  John  Murray's 
letter  to  the  Government  asking  for  assist- 
ance to  the  bank  was  dated  the  25th  June. 
The  Bill  was  introduced  and  passed  on  the  29th 
Jane. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  see  any  point  of 
order.    What  point  of  order  have  I  to  decide  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— As  to  whether  the  honour- 
able member  can  refuse  to  accept  my  denial  of 
a  statement  he  has  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  no  point  of  order. 
It  may  be  a  matter  of  misrepresentation. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— I  think  I  ought  to  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  I  was  making  a  statement, 
and  the  Premier  challenged  it.  I  have  affirmed 
that  the  Government  had  certain  knowledge  as 
to  the  position  of  the  bank  a  week  or  ten  days 
beforehand.  I  do  not  say  they  had  full  know- 
ledge, but  they  had  some  knowledge  of  what  was 
the  position.  The  valuation  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee worked  on  this  year  was  that  of  1891. 
That  valuation  was  available  last  year,  and  if 
eve  bad  had  a  Committee  at  the  time,  and  had 


gone  into  the  valuation  of  the  estates  properly, 
and  the  losses  made  on  them,  I  do  not  think  the 
House  would  have  given  the  guarantee  of  two 
millions  we  did  last  year.  I  express  the  opinion 
again,  notwithstanding  what  has  been  said,  that 
the  House  was  misled  last  year;  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  that,  I  say  that  I  understand  it  has 
been  said  by  a  member  of  the  Ministry  outside 
the  House  that  the  Government  were  misled ; 
and  the  House  waB  misled.  If  this  is  so,  it  is 
idle  to  say  we  were  not  misled.  I  say  em- 
phatically, if  we  had  had  a  Committee  last 
year,  and  had  investigated  the  position  of  the 
bank,  the  guarantee  would  never  have  been 
given. 

Mr.  WARD.— What  about  the  Committee  in 
the  Upper  House  that  made  the  investigation  ? 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— I  am  astonished  at  the 
Treasurer  referring  to  the  Committee  in  the 
Upper  House.  I  call  his  attention  to  this ;  The 
members  of  this  House  asked  for  a  Committee 
and  were  refused.  A  proposal  was  made  in  the 
Upper  House  for  a  Committee,  and  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Government  immediately 
assented;  and  I  say,  in  consenting,  the  Go- 
vernment put  an  insult  and  an  indignity  on 
members  of  this  House  who  had  asked  for 
a  Committee  and  had  been  refused.  We  are 
entitled  this  year  to  have  the  fullest  informa- 
tion before  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  led  in 
one  direotion  or  another.  I  regret  that  the 
personnel  of  the  Managers  is  Buch  as,  per- 
sonally, I  am  not  satisfied  with ;  but  I  shall 
content  myself  with  voting  on  the  reasons 
brought  before  the  House.  I  was  desirous  of 
saying  this  much  on  the  first  opportunity  I 
had. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  think,  in  this  debate 
we  have  had  a  very  good  specimen  of  what  we 
may  expect  to  be  done  by  the  Managers  now 
proposed.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  made  a  long 
speech  upon  a  totally  different  subject  from 
that  before  the  House,  and  not  a  word  has 
he  said  in  favour  of  the  Managers  proposed. 
Now,  I  think  most  distinctly  that  nothing 
could  be  more  evident  to  the  House  than  that 
the  Premier  himself  is  most  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  amendments  we  are  now  wishing  to 
dispute,  from  the  fact  that  he  himself,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  and  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, all  known  to  be  strongly  opposed  to 
the  views  of  this  House,  should  be  proposed 
as  Managers  on  this  occasion.  Then,  we  are 
told  that  we  are  only  appointing  them  to  write 
out  reasons  which  we  shall  see,  and  that  it  can 
do  no  harm.  Well,  when  these  reasons  come 
up,  I  venture  to  say  that,  whatever  alteration 
can  possibly  be  made  on  the  Committee — and 
any  alteration  is  very  unlikely — the  Premier 
will  not  be  removed.  We  have  exactly  the 
same  thing  which  took  place  in  the  House  a 
year  or  two  ago,  when  some  amendments  were 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Bill  for 
women's  franchise.  The  Premier  then  pro- 
posed Managers  strongly  opposed  to  the  views 
of  this  House,  and  in  favour  of  the  Council, 
and  the  result  was  that  after  these  Managers 
were  objected  to  he  moved  an  alteration,  but 
always  in  such  a  way  as  to  put  on  persons  who 
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were  opposed  to  the  views  of  this  House;  and 
the  result  was  that  we  got  nothing,  and  had  to 
yield  to  the  Legislative  Council :  and  I  am 
afraid  that  is  what  we  shall  have  to  do  on  this 
occasion.  We  all  know,  when  the  Premier  does 
not  wish  anything  himself  we  must  not  rely 
very  much  on  his  exertions,  and  I  do  not  rely 
on  them  ;  and  I  think,  if  you  want  a  Committee 
that  will  advocate  the  views  of  this  House,  such 
a  Committee  is  not  the  one  now  proposed. 

Mr.  JT.  McKENZIE.— I  should  not  have  risen 
to  say  anything  were  it  not  for  the  statements 
made  by  members  on  the  present  occasion ;  and 
let  me  say  I  am  afraid  there  is  a  strong  feeling 
in  the  House  in  favour  of  killing  the  Bill  alto- 
gether, and  that  the  gentlemen  raising  these 
objections  are  the  gentlemen  who  are  opposed 
to  the  Bill,  and  who  have  been  all  through. 

Hon.  Members.— No. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE. -Yes.  The  Premier 
himself  moved  these  amendments.  Then,  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  the  Premier  agreed  to,  and  admitted  in 
the  House  that  he  agreed  to  it.  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  when  he  goes  to  the  Upper  House 
on  the  Conference  he  will  uphold  the  decisions 
of  this  House  equally  with  any  member  of  the 
House,  whether  strong  in  his  views  or  not. 
But  what  I  got  up  to  say  was  to  reply  to  the 
statements  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  and  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  ( Mr.  G.  J.  Smith)  with  regard  to  the 
fact  that  we  should  have  had  time  last  year  to 
inquire  into  the  whole  circumstances  of  the 
bank.  The  Premier  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  know  anything  of  the  matter  till 
the  Monday  before  he  asked  the  House  to  pass 
the  Bill,  and  I  say  the  whole  Cabinet  did  not 
know  of  the  position  till  the  Wednesday.  The 
Premier  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  believe, 
were  communicated  with  on  Monday  by  Mr. 
Murray,  and  it  was  only  on  Wednesday  that 
the  full  Cabinet  had  full  knowledge  of  the 
position  of  the  bank.  And  then  what  was 
the  position?  We  had  a  cable  from  Home 
from  the  directors  of  the  bank  in  London 
to  the  effect  that  unless  the  Government  came 
to  the  assistance  of  the  bank  it  must  close 
its  doors  on  Monday,  because  they  would  be 
held  criminally  liable  if  the  bank  continued 
open  any  longer.  And  when  we  got  that  cable 
from  London— from  Mr.  Glyn,  the  President 
of  the  bank— surely  the  House  will  admit  the 
Government  had  not  time  to  make  inquiry. 
If  we  had  not  taken  the  action  we  did  the  bank 
would  have  closed  on  Monday,  and  the  whole 
calamity  that  would  have  happened  to  the 
colony  would  have  been  on  us;  and  the  very 
members  who  are  accusing  the  Government  of 
doing  this  would  have  turned  round  and  said 
the  Government  should  have  taken  action  at 
once.  What  time  had  we  for  information  ? 
None.  And  what  investigations  could  we  have 
made  when  it  took  the  present  President  and 
Auditor  nearly  twelve  months  to  get  the  amount 
of  information  laid  before  the  Committee  this 
year?  One  director  had  to  go  to  London  to 
make  inquiries,  one  had  to  go  to  Australia,  and 
the  other  two  directors  had  to  go  all  over  the 
Mr.  Saunders 


estates  here,  and  bring  into  focus  the  neces- 
sary information  for  the  Government  and  this 
House.  It  was  of  no  use  talking  about  infor- 
mation last  year :  if  we  had  waited  for  that 
last  year  it  would  have  been  too  late  to  do  any- 
thing, and  the  bank  would  have  gone  down. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.  — The  information  was  all 
ready  for  you. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Some  honourable 
members  in  this  House  seem  to  know  a  great 
deal.  They  seem  to  know  this,  that,  and  the 
other  from  mere  claptrap  hearsay  at  the  street- 
corners.  But  surely  the  members  of  the  Go* 
vernment  who  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
inquiring  know  better  than  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  I 
am  afraid  he  is  too  liable  to  listen  to  little 
stories  of  the  men  at  street  -  corners.  It  is 
very  easy  to  make  these  statements  to  mislead 
members — very  easy  for  people  who  are  not  re- 
sponsible, and  who,  if  they  have  any  interest 
at  all,  it  might  be  to  ruin  this  country,  so  that 
they  might  make  a  little  capital  out  of  it  for 
the  time  being.  It  is  all  nonsense  to  say  we 
had  the  opportunity  of  making  inquiries,  be* 
cause  the  bank  would  have  olosed  on  Monday 
if  the  Bill  had  not  been  passed  on  the  Friday, 
and  that  position  was  put  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  been  twice  misrepre- 
sented. I  think  it  is  usual  that  consideration 
should  be  shown  to  an  honourable  member  to 
allow  him  to  put  himself  right.  I  say  em- 
phatically, speaking  for  the  Government,  we 
were  not  last  session  aware  of  anything  being 
wrong  with  the  bank  before  the  Sunday  evening 
or  Monday  morning  previous  to  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  on  the  following  Friday.  Again  I  say, 
with  regard  to  the  information  we  reoeived,  that 
it  was  not  ready  nor  prepared.  Mr.  Murray 
submitted  it  after  meeting  myself  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.  We  demanded  particu- 
lars, and  those  were  not  supplied  till  the  morn- 
ing of  Wednesday.  Mr.  Murray's  letter  was 
dated  and  reoeived  on  the  25th  June,  and  we 
informed  the  Cabinet,  as  stated  by  my  col- 
league ;  and  on  the  following  Friday,  the  29th 
June,  we  passed  the  Bill.  I  do  not  know  from 
whom  the  honourable  gentleman  got  his  infor- 
mation. The  very  cablegram  in  which  Mr. 
Murray  was  asked  by  the  directors  in  London 
to  interview  the  Government  on  this  matter 
was  only  dated  a  few  days  prior  to  his  coming 
to  us,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  anything 
to  have  taken  place  such  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn  suggested.  As  to  the  mis* 
representations  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn,  I  emphatically  say  here — and  it 
Sir  John  Hall  were  in  his  place  in  the  House 
he  would  agree  with  me— regarding  the  Con- 
ferences referred  to— those  Conferences  which 
took  place  upon  the  Women's  Franchise  Bill- 
that  I  stood  by  the  House  in  every  respect; 
and  I  think  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  will  support  me 
in  saying  that  neither  on  that  nor  on  any 
other  Conference  on  which  I  have  gone  have  I 
ever  betrayed  the  House  or  those  who  sent  me 
to  represent  them  on  the  Conference.    That  it 


Digitized  by  LjOOQLC 


2895.]       Bank  of  New  Zealand       [HOD SB.J 


"  and  Banking  Bill. 


tr 


not  my  character,  whatever  else  may  be  my 
faults.  What  I  do  object  to,  and  what  is 
rankling  in  the  mind  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn,  is  that  I  absolutely  refused  to 
allow  him  to  be  placed  on  that  Conference, 
although  I  had  been  requested  to  do  so. 

Mr.  GREEN.— Sir,  I  have  only  a  few  words 
to  say  on  this  question.  We  are  constantly  told 
that  we  are  taken  into  the  confidence  of  che 
Government.  I  believe  we  are,  but  we  are  only 
given  so  much  of  their  confidence  as  they  think 
it  advisable  to  let  us  know,  and  then  that 
confidence  is  frequently  given  so  late  as  to  be 
of  no  service  to  us  in  forming  a  judgment. 
Several  times  we  have  heard,  and  again  this 
morning  we  have,  different  statements  made 
by  two  different  Ministers.  This  morning  two 
Ministers  have  spoken  on  the  question  of  when 
the  Government  first  became  aware  of  the 
bank's  condition,  and  those  two  Ministers  did 
not  agree.  We  have  just  been  told  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands  that  the  members  of  the 
Ministry  only  knew  on  the  Monday  the  posi- 
tion which  Mr.  Murray  said  the  Bank  of  New 
.Zealand  was  in,  that  the  Oabinet  was  made 
aware  of  the  position  on  the  following  Wednes- 
day, and  that  this  House  was  taken  into  the 
confidence  of  the  Government  on  Friday,  when 
the  Bill  was  brought  down.  The  Minister  has 
also  told  the  people  of  this  colony,  when  ad- 
dressing his  first  public  meeting  in  Dunedin, 
that  he,  at  any  rate,  was  aware  of  the  position 
of  the  bank  ten  months  beforehand. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  said  he  knew  it  was  in  a 
weak  position. 

Mr.  GREEN.  — I  was  present  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  spoke  the  words  I  refer 
to,  and  I  do  not  think  I  have  an  exceedingly 
bad  memory.  The  honourable  gentleman  also 
said  what  he  again  repeated  in  this  House,  and 
that  was  that  he  knew  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land was  weak,  and  that  everybody  else  who 
knew  anything  about  commercial  or  banking 
matters  had  the  same  knowledge.  We  had 
assuredly  heard  that  the  bank  was  not  in  a 
strong  position :  but  the  honourable  gentleman 
went  further.  He  said  that  he  knew  it  was  in 
a  weak  position,  and  that  the  Government  knew 
it,  and  he  also  took  credit  for  the  Government 
having  kept  the  secret  as  closely  as  they  did 
for  ten  months. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Every  other  Ministry 
before  us  knew  it. 

Mr.  GREEN.— Perhaps  they  did,  but  no 
other  Government  ever  asked  the  colony's 
guarantee  for  £2,000,000  to  support  the  bank. 
Neither  has  what  other  Governments  knew 
of  the  bank's  condition  anything  to  do  with 
the  question  before  us  now.  The  honourable 
gentleman  alto  said  we  should  not  get  our  in- 
formation from  the  "man  in  the  street."  I 
would  point  out  that  very  often  we  get  more 
correct  information  from  the  man  in  the  street 
than  we  get  from  Ministers  in  connection  with 
the  business  we  have  to  transact  here.  We 
have  again  and  again  been  told  by  the  Premier 
that  he  has  no  knowledge  as  to  any  arrange- 
ment entered  into  between  these  two  institu- 
tions.   Well,  the  man  in  the  street  has  some 


information;  the  man  in  the  street  can  not 
only  tell  us  that  there  has  been  an  arrangement 
entered  into,  but  he  can  give  us  very  detailed 
information  as  to  what  that  arrangement  is. 
Of  course  we  are  taken  into  the  confidence  of 
the  Government,  beoause  the  Premier  and  the 
Treasurer  assure  us  that  they  have  done  and 
are  doing  so,  and  the  Government  say  they  do 
not  know  anything  about  this  matter,  although 
many  business  and  financial  men  in  this  colony 
have  a  deal  of  information  on  this  amalgama- 
tion of  two  banks  whioh  the  Government  deny 
all  knowledge  of  or  about.  I  say,  if  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  know  anything  about  so  serious  a 
matter  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  then  it  is  a  great  pity  they  do  not. 
It  is  a  great  pity  to  have  to  admit  that  the 
man  in  the  street  should  know  so  muoh  more 
about  this  large  question  than  the  Government 
will  admit  that  they  know ;  and  yet  they  say 
they  have  taken  us  into  their  confidence. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  asked  the  President 
of  the  bank,  and  he  says  it  is  absolutely  in- 
correot. 

Mr.  GREEN.— Perhaps  the  President  of  the 
bank  does  not  think  it  well  to  let  the  Premier 
know  all  that  he  knows.  He  was  appointed  by 
the  Government,  and  he  apparently  did  not 
give  such  information  as  he  might  have  given 
when  we  dealt  with  this  question  last  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  was  not  appointed  then. 

Mr.  GREEN.— He  was  not  appointed  then, 
I  am  fully  aware,  but  the  question  of  amal- 
gamation had  been  agreed  upon  by  the  principal 
parties,  Mr.  Murray  and  the  general  manager 
of  the  Colonial  Bank:  still,  the  honourable 
gentlemen  who  made  the  appointment  stated 
over  and  over  again  that  the  Government 
did  not  know  anything  about  this  matter. 
We  can  only  blame  the  Government  for  not 
having  information  which,  I  take  leave  to  say, 
they  ought  to  have  had,  but  whioh  they  say 
they  had  not.  I  cannot  exonerate  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  respect.  We  are  taken  into  the 
confidence  of  the  Government  now,  only  as  we 
have  been  on  several  previous  occasions,  and 
we  have  been  told  by  the  Premier  that  he  is 
thoroughly  opposed  to  any  amalgamation  of 
these  two  institutions,  and  that  he  always  has 
been.  We  are  not  asked  by  this  proposition  to 
give  our  countenance  to  amalgamation  —  we 
are  asked  to  consent  to  a  purchase ;  but,  even  if 
that  phrase  is  required  to  be  altered,  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  suooeed  in  the  manipulation 
of  words  and  terms,  and  the  two  institutions 
will  become  one.  I  am  not  now  saying  as  a 
representative  of  the  people  that  I  have  a 
strong  objection  to  that ;  my  objection  is  that 
we  cannot  depend  on  getting  the  correct  infor- 
mation whioh  we  should  get  from  the  Govern- 
ment when  they  profess  to  take  us  into  their 
confidence.  I  say,  when  the  Government  make 
such  assertions  as  they  have  made,  they  should 
give  us  sufficient  information  to  guide  us  in  re- 
lation to  our  actions.  I  have  no  objeotion  to 
the  statement  which  has  been  made  about  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  which  we  are  now  setting 
up.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  view  whioh  has 
been  expressed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
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Hawke's  Bay,  that  the  honourable  gentlemen 
appointed  should  be  a  reflex  of  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  this  House;  but  I  take  leave 
to  say  that  we  have  not  had  the  question  sub- 
mitted to  us  yet  in  such  a  manner  as  that  we 
can  tell  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of 
this  House  in  connection  with  this  question. 
It  is  well  known  that  this  question  was  dealt 
with  in  the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  and 
that  there  was  a  very  small  number  of  members 
present.  I  was  here,  and  I  paid  close  atten- 
tion to  what  was  going  on.  I  could  not  say, 
however,  up  to  the  present  time,  what  really 
was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  House 
on  several  important  points  then  considered 
and  voted  upon.  I  know  what  the  decision  of 
the  House  was,  but  I  have  had  too  much  ex- 
perience in  public  life  to  agree  that  any 
decision  arrived  at  at  three  or  four  in  the 
morning  is  necessarily  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  House — and  in 
saying  "  the  majority  of  the  House  "  I  mean  a 
majority  of  the  whole  House.  Therefore,  while 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  gentlemen  proposed 
to  draw  up  reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Legislative  Council,  I  still 
reserve  to  myself  the  right  to  vote  either  for 
objecting  to  the  constitution  of  the  Committee, 
or  in  opposition  to  the  reasons  which  they 
bring  down. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS.— I  desire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  Whatever  the  Premier  may 
mean,  I  may  say  that  I  have  never  had  the 
slightest  wish  to  be  placed  on  that  Committee, 
and  I  hope  he  will  admit  that  I  never  inti- 
mated the  slightest  wish  to  be  appointed  to  the 
Committee.  As  to  whether  a  thing  of  that  sort 
has  been  rankling  in  my  mind,  the  House  must 
think  my  mind  is  an  exceedingly  small  one  if 
it  thinks  I  would  allow  anything  of  that  sort  to 
rankle  in  my  mind. 

Mr.  PIRANI.  — Twice  lately  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  made  the  statement  that,  if  the 
original  proposal  to  guarantee  the  preference 
shares,  instead  of  issuing  guaranteed  stock,  had 
been  carried  out,  the  bank  would  have  been  in 
a  better  position  to-day.  He  said,  if  that  had 
been  done  the  preference  shares  could  have 
been  written  down.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  only  look  at  his  own  Act  of  last 
year  he  would  see  that  that  is  an  impossibility 
— that  under  the  Act  of  last  year,  if  the  shares 
were  not  met  by  the  bank  itself  in  full,  the 
colony  would  have  had  to  pay  them.  There- 
fore I  think  the  argument  used  is  altogether 
beside  the  question. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.  — I  rise  to  protest 
against  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  that  a  Committee  of  this  House, 
or  this  House  as  a  whole,  is  incapable 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  did  not  use  the  word 
"incapable."  I  said  you  had  not  the  power, 
which  is  quite  a  different  thing. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wished  the  House  to  under- 
stand that  a  Committee  of  the  House  to  deal 
with  the  desirableness  or  otherwise  of  amal- 
gamation would  be  futile — that  it  could  have 
no  practical  effect. 
Afr.  Grten 


Captain  RUSSELL.— Scarcely  that. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— If  the  honourable 
gentleman  compares  the  position  last  year  with 
the  position  this  year,  surely  he  cannot  main- 
tain that  contention.  Last  year  we  accepted 
the  advice  of  the  bank's  officers  and  the  advice 
of  the  Government;  but  this  year  the  whole 
question  has  come  before  Parliament  for  sanc- 
tion, and  it  has  been  threshed  out  on  every  point 
possible,  considering  the  information  placed 
before  us.  This  question  of  amalgamation 
involves  a  considerable  amount  of  money  for 
whioh  the  State  may  beoome  liable ;  and  does 
the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  say  that  it 
is  not  possible  for  this  House  to  set  up  a  Com- 
mittee whioh  could  go  much  more  exhaustively 
into  the  question  than  we  can  do  now  ?  Cer- 
tain honourable  members  have  been  fighting 
for  parliamentary  responsibility  and  sanction 
in  connection  with  this  matter.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  question  is  this :  not  only  whether 
the  House  shall  stand  up  for  its  privileges  and 
rights  in  connection  with  Bills  of  this  kind,, 
but  whether  pressure  is  to  be  allowed  from  any 
direction  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  House 
to  give  up  what  it  deliberately  determined  oil 

11  SO  re<luiring  a  *GW  days  ago.  As  the  Bill 
has  come  from  the  Upper  House  it- 
is  not  a  question  of  a  general  power  to  amal- 
gamate ;  it  is  clearly  one  of  amalgamation  with 
the  Colonial  Bank.  The  speeches  in  thai 
Chamber,  without  referring  to  them  in  detail, 
clearly  indicated  that  the  question 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  cannot  refer  to  them 
at  all. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Well,  I  should  like 
to  say  that  the  position  has  been  changed,  and 
that  within  the  last  few  days  the  question  has 
been  altered  from  that  of  the  mere  right  of 
absorbing  another  bank  to  a  recognition  in 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature  that  it  is  the 
incorporation  of  a  particular  bank.  I  think  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  that.  And  also,  it  is  to 
be  borne  in  mind  that,  as  the  Bill  stands  now, 
it  is  a  question  of  the  absorption  not  of  one 
only,  but  of  all  the  banks.  In  this  Bill  power 
is  given  to  the  Governor  in  Counoil  to  authorise 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  purchase  the  Colo- 
nial Bank  or  any  other  bank  in  the  colony.  I 
think,  therefore,  it  would  be  better  to  prevent 
this  matter  from  being  forced  or.  with  undue 
haste,  and  to  insure  that  the  rights  of  the 
people  and  of  their  representatives  in  this 
Chamber  shall  be  insisted  upon. 

Mr.  COLLINS.  — Sir,  I  differ  somewhat 
from  the  honourable  member  who  has  just  sat 
down,  and  also  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden.  Both  of  those  honourable  gentle- 
men seemed  to  suggest  —  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  said  so  distinctly — that 
there  is  a  strong  feeling  against  either  the  pur- 
chase or  the  amalgamation.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  such  strong  feeling.  I  think  there 
is  a  feeling  that,  if  either  the  purchase  or 
amalgamation  would  tend  to  benefit  the  colony 
or  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  then  suoh  pur- 
chase or  amalgamation  should  take  place. 
But  this  House  has  committed  the  oolony 
to  a  very  large  amount  of  money  in  the  Bank 
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of  New  Zealand.  The  responsibility  and  the 
liability  of  this  oolony  are  now  so  great  that 
we  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  the  colony 
demands  that,  in  return  for  that  responsibility, 
we  shall  see  that  any  amalgamation  or  purchase 
shall  be  so  safeguarded  that  its  stability  shall 
not  be  jeopardized.  I  think  the  colony  demands 
this,  and  therefore  we  have  the  right  in  any 
scheme  for  purchase  or  amalgamation  to  see 
that  such  scheme  shall  be  laid  before  the  House 
for  consideration. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Sir,  I  have  often  had  oc- 
casion to  admire  the  way  in  which  the  Premier 
manages  this  House,  and  gets  it  out  of  a  diffi- 
culty, but  I  think  he  should  have  shown  a  little 
more  tact  on  this  occasion,  and  have  taken  the 
House  into  his  confidence  about  this  matter. 
Although  I  was  one  of  those  members  who 
opposed  this  Bill  as  a  whole,  I  think  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  to  buy  the  Colonial  Bank, 
otherwise  it  will  be  a  continual  sore  and  trouble 
to  us ;  and  its  purchase  will  enlarge  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  The  next 
position  is  that,  supposing  the  amendment  is 
carried,  the  Colonial  Bank  will  be  obtained  by 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  It  is  perfectly 
clear  what  is  going  to  be  done ;  and  in  a  day 
or  two,  when  this  is  all  over,  everybody  will 
know  about  it.  The  question  is,  Why  are  we 
not  told  all  about  it  now  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  know  about  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Well,  I  will  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  what  I  know.  For  months 
past  negotiations  have  been  going  on  between 
the  managers  of  the  two  banks,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  general  manager  is  being  kept  vacant. 
And,  Sir,  we  shall  find  that  the  present  man- 
ager of  the  Colonial  Bank,  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
will  be  put  into  that  position.  I  venture  to 
tell  the  Premier  another  of  the  prophecies  with 
regard  to  the  arrangement.  It  is  that  every- 
thing is  perfectly  ready  for  this  amalgamation 
to  go  on,  and  therefore  we  should  make  the 
best  of  it.  If  the  bank  is  worth  30e.,  if  the 
bank  is  worth  40s.,  let  it  be  done  at  once,  and 
let  us  know  about  it.  Why  is  there  all  this 
mystery  over  this  thing?  It  is  no  good  trying 
to  deny  that  it  has  been  arranged  for  some 
considerable  time  past. 

An  Hon.  Member.— The  contract  has  not 
been  signed. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— My  honourable  friend  says 
the  contract  has  not  been  signed.  I  knew 
that,  but  I  did  not  give  myself  away  to  that 
extent ;  I  know,  however,  that  this  is  all  fixed 
np.  We  have,  Sir,  to  go  outside  to  hear  a  good 
deal,  and  I  myself  heard  a  good  many  things 
in  relation  to  this  long  before  this  Committee 
reported.  Why,  then,  does  not  the  Premier 
tell  us  what  he  knows  in  this  House?  Why 
all  this  pretence  and  mystery?  I  think  that 
the  choice  of  this  Committee  is  exaotly  on  the 
same  lines  as  the  choice  of  the  Seleot  Com- 
mittee which  has  reported  on  this  matter. 
We  knew  this  Select  Committee  was  going  to 
bring  in  a  verdict,  and  we  know  now,  from  the 
names  of  the  proposed  members,  that  they  are 
expected  to  bring  in  a  verdict,  and  we  can  tell 
beforehand  what  that  verdict  is  to  be.    If  the 


Premier  is  a  member  of  that  Committee  I  do- 
not  care  who  the  rest  of  the  Committee  may  be. 
The  Premier  is  a  gladiator,  and,  if  he  wants  a 
thing  to  go  in  one  particular  way,  I  will  give 
him  credit  by  saying  that  he  will  fight  from  day 
to  day,  and  I  will  put  my  money  on  it  that  the 
Premier  will  in  the  end  come  out  a  winner. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  not  in  favour  of  the 
amendments  made  in  the  Council,  and  I  intend 
to  support  the  House. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Well,  that  relieves  my  mind 
a  good  deal.  And  now  I  may  say  a  word  or  two 
about  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  stated. 
Let  me  tell  him  that  every  man  who  knows 
anything  about  business  in  this  colony  knows 
that  long  before  the  two  millions  were  gua* 
ranteed  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  was  in  a 
most  serious  position,  because  when  they  tried 
to  raise  that  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds'  worth  of  shares  in  London  in  January, 
1895,  they  failed  utterly.  Well,  from  that  time 
those  gentlemen  on  those  benches  and  every 
member  of  Parliament  must  have  known  the 
same  thing,  and  it  is  all  moonshine  to  say  they 
did  not. 

Mr.  WARD.— We  knew  it  was  weak,  but  we 
had  no  idea  of  coming  to  this  House  to  raise 
money,  because  the  bank  was  endeavouring  to 
raise  its  own  capital. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.  — So  it  was,  but  it  after- 
wards failed.  The  honourable  gentleman  tried 
to  delude  the  House  into  thinking  that  he  had 
no  information.  I  believe  Mr.  Murray  sug- 
gested that  he  should  do  what  we  are  doing 
now,  otherwise  the  bank  was  going  to  smash 
but  for  this  guarantee  of  £2,000,000  to  the 
colony. 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  not  so. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Well,  it  is  correct,  at  any 
rate,  that  if  these  gentlemen  had  brought  this 
thing  up  at  once  they  could  have  cleaned  the 
business  up,  and  then  have  sold  the  good-will 
and  business  in  London ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
it  would  have  got  a  large  amount  of  money 
for  the  bank,  and  this  House  would  not  have- 
been  called  upon  to  vote  this  deficiency.  Now, 
in  my  opinion,  clauses  54  and  56  are  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  this  House  should 
positively  insist  on  their  being  retained.  Wo 
have  already  had  a  Committee  this  fyear  which 
has  gone  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  and  we  should  take  care 
that  at  this  final  Conference  there  should  be 
some  honourable  members  who  are  opposed  to 
the  Premier  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,, 
to  voice  the  opinions  of  this  House. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— I  think  that  in  all 
these  negotiations  it  is  strange  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  know  whet  almost  every- 
body knows.  It  is  of  no  use  talking  about  amal- 
gamation or  purchase  of  banks,  because  it  is  only 
the  one  bank  that  it  is  proposed  to  purchase, 
and  the  whole  of  the  arrangements  are  com- 
plete with  regard  to  the  purchase  of  that  bank- 
Yet  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  Premier  do 
not  know  anything  about  it.  I  consider  it  a 
great  shame  that  it  should  be  so.  But  what 
I  rose  to  say  in  a  single  sentence  was  that  the 
memory  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  is  Tory  weak* 
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I  want  the  honourable  member  to  cany  bis 
memory  back  to  this  one  particular  thing.  He 
made  a  most  distinct  statement  the  other  night 
that  those  of  us  who  were  in  opposition  to  the 
Bill  did  not  desire  that  our  opposition  should 
have  any  effect,  and  now  he  says,  and  quite 
truly,  that  he  believes  we  do  desire  now  to  pre- 
vent the  Bill  from  passing. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— There  are  two  classes 
of  opposition. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— I  dare  say  there  are 
two  classes,  but  I  only  wanted  my  honourable 
friend  to  jog  his  memory  in  future.  He  should 
not  make  such  statements  as  this. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  know  you  are  quite 
consistent. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— Well,  Sir,  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  one  time  says  that  we 
are  particularly  anxious  that  the  Bill  should 
pass  although  we  oppose  it,  and  the  next  day 
that  we  are  particularly  anxious  to  kill  the  Bill, 
I  confess  I  do  not  call  that  consistency.  For 
my  part,  I  admit  at  once  that  I  wanted  to  kill 
the  Bill  and  endeavoured  to  do  so.  I  am  per- 
fectly persuaded  that  the  worst  thing  that  could 
be  done  for  the  colony  is  what  we  are  doing. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.  —  It  appears  to  me  that 
•everybody's  business  is  nobody's  business,  and 
most  members  who  have  spoken  have  said  that 
the  Government  ought  to  have  known  this  busi- 
ness just  as  every  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry  in 
the  street  knew  it.  But  I  do  not  think  that  is 
Any  evidence  at  all.  I  think  it  has  been  shown 
pretty  conclusively  by  the  speeches  of  last  year 
and  this  year  that  the  position  ot  the  bank  was 
not  known  when  we  voted  £3,000,000  last  year. 
And  now  we  find  honourable  gentlemen  con- 
stantly jumping  up  in  this  House  to  justify 
their  votes  last  year,  so  that  their  constituents 
may  judge  of  their  actions.  But  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  these  people  who  voted  against  that 
measure  last  year  had  not  been  assured  the 
motion  was  going  to  be  carried  they  would  not 
have  so  voted.  I  say  these  people  were  a  cau- 
tion to  the  Gentiles.  And  why  do  I  say  that? 
Simply  because  we  may  rest  assured  nobody  of 
such  a  prophetic  nature  oould  be  considered 
otherwise  than  of  Jewish  extraction.  There- 
fore it  is  a  reason  for  saying  they  were  a 
caution  to  the  Gentiles.  I  trust  that  we 
shall  hear  the  last  of  this  for  the  present, 
and  allow  the  Bill  to  go  through.  I  do  say 
these  honourable  members  did  not  show  any 
reason  to  justify  their  votes  twelve  months 
later.  I  trust  that  the  Committee,  whoever 
they  are,  or  the  members  of  the  Conference 
who  are  going  to  interview  another  place  on  the 
clauses  that  have  been  struck  out,  will  insist 
that  clause  31  shall  remain  intact  as  it  left  this 
House.  I  think  £1,000  a  year  is  a  sufficient 
amount  for  this  Board  which  is  to  manage 
the  business,  and,  looking  at  the  finances  of 
the  country,  and  the  amount  required  to  fix 
up  this  business,  the  above  amount  is  ample. 
We  have  altogether  too  many  high  salaries  in 
our  Civil  Service,  and  I  think  somebody  ought 
to  have  the  stamina  in  him  to  say  that  such 
should  not  be  the  case.  A  good  many  of  our 
Civil  servants  are  reoeiving  more  money  than 
Mr.  W.  Hutchison 


the  country  can  afford  to  pay  them.  I  do  not 
say  they  are  not  good  men,  but  I  say  they  are 
receiving  too  much,  and  that  the  country  can- 
not afford  to  pay  such  high  rates  of  wages  as 
it  is  paying;  at  the  present  day.  I  also  hope 
the  subsection  of  clause  37  will  be  left  as  it 
went  from  this  House,  and  also  that  clause  64 
will  be  extended  to  five  years.  My  opinion 
about  the  estates  is  that  the  sooner  they  are 
realised  the  better.  We  have  people  in  the 
country  who  would  take  the  land  up  at  once 
if  the  Government  oould  see  its  way  clear  to 
purchase  at  a  fair  value,  and  the  country  would 
be  settled,  and  would  be  more  prosperous  in  a 
short  time.  These  estates  should  be  realised 
at  the  earliest  possible  time.  They  should  not 
be  held  for  speculative  purposes,  but  should  be 
put  on  the  market ;  and  if  all  the  lands  in 
every  district  were  cut  up  next  week,  every  acre 
would  be  applied  for,  and  would  be  taken  up  by 
good  farmers.  I  trust  the  Committee  will  see 
the  clauses  I  mention  are  not  struck  out,  and 
that  justice  will  be  done,  and  that  the  Bill  will 
be  passed  in  the  form  it  left  this  House. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.  —  I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted 
there  should  have  been  such  a  loss  of  time  —  I 
do  not  say,  waste  of  time.  But  I  regret  the 
Premier  has  moved  the  motion,  otherwise  this 
debate  on  clause  37  would  not  have  taken 
place.  I  hope  the  Committee,  in  dealing  with 
this  matter,  will  have  the  English  phraseology 
altered.  It  is  not  understandable  in  its  present 
shape,  especially  the  proviso  which  says,  "  Pro- 
vided, nevertheless,  that  if,  within  the  said 
fourteen  days,  a  notice  of  motion  is  given  dis- 
senting from  such  contract,  such  notice  of 
motion  shall  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Order  Paper."  What  Order  Paper?  Then  it 
goes  on,  "  within  the  said  fourteen  days  or  four 
days  thereafter. "  Did  any  person  ever  read  such 
nonsense?  It  is  not  readable  in  English,  and 
I  hope  the  Committee  will  put  this  right.  As 
to  clause  31,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  should 
be  quarrelling  over  £600  when  we  are  disposing 
of  nearly  £3,000,000.  It  is  not  worth  spending 
the  time  of  the  House  about  this  ;  and  I  think 
you  will  have  to  pay  these  gentlemen  well  if 
you  want  to  get  high-class  men  for  only  a  short 
term  of  office.  I  think  we  ought  to  come  to  a 
division,  and  get  on  with  the  business. 

Mr.  HEKE. —  I  think  many  honourable 
members  now  think  it  would  have  been  far 
better  if  they  had  not  entertained  the  proposal 
of  setting  up  a  Committee.  It  appears  so  from 
the  remarks  made  by  several  honourable  mem- 
bers. From  the  very  outset  I  did  not  see  any 
reasonable  reason  why  this  House  should  be 
called  upon  to  set  up  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  this  bank;  and  this  opinion  is  borne  out 
by  the  opinions  expressed  by  Beveral  members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House.  They  regret  that 
they  ever  touched  this  business,  and  they  are 
evidently  of  opinion  that  the  guarantee  of  two 
millions  was  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction ; 
and  if  they  had  only  received  sufficient  in- 
formation last  session  —  such  information  as 
they  have  now  before  them— they  would  not 
have  incurred  that  liability  on  the  taxpayers 
of  the  colony.    What  I  desire  to  say  is  that, 
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•▼en  at  the  present  time,  it  is  not  too  late  to 
pause  and  consider  whether  it  is  well  to  inour 
farther  liability  on  the  colony.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  we  have  gone  so  far,  and  the  Legis- 
lature has  almost  adopted  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  we  see  before  us  a  grave  crisis  that 
is  overshadowing  this  colony.  At  the  same 
time,  no  one  has  suggested,  no  one  has  stated 
—  in  faot,  no  one  knows  what  is  before  us 
if  we  pass  this  Bill  in  its  present  or  amended 
form.  It  may  be  said  you  can  avert  the 
present  crisis,  but  it  cannot  be  said  we  see 
before  us  the  safe  harbour  which  the  ship  men- 
tioned by  the  Premier  is  sailing  into.  In  faot, 
what  we  do  know  is  that  there  is  no  safoty  at 
all.  I  firmly  believe  that  within  a  very  short 
space  of  time  we  shall  be  called  upon  again  to 
incur  a  further  liability.  From  the  very  out- 
set I  have  opposed  this  measure,  and  I  am 
going  to  oppose  it  at  every  stage.  In  reference 
to  the  case  of  another  bank,  I  think  this  House 
is  quite  entitled  to  know  the  position  of  that 
bank — its  assets,  the  book-value  and  market 
value  of  its  assets,  capital,  overdrafts,  liability, 
number  of  people  employed,  number  of  people 
who  would  be  discharged  when  the  bank  is 
taken  over  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  On 
this  point  the  Premier  himself  and  many 
honourable  members  sympathized  with  what 
would  be  the  result  if  we  allowed  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  to  go  to  the  wall.  "Pity  the 
poor  unfortunate  people  who  would  be  thrown 
out  of  employment."  How  sympathetic  I  But 
if  we  allow  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  ao- 
quire  another  bank,  then  I  say,  Pity  the  em- 
ployes of  that  other  bank  who  are  going  to  be 
discharged.  If  there  is  any  logio  whatever  in 
statements  of  this  character,  it  is  quite  suffi- 
cient to  call  upon  the  good  sense  of  honour- 
able members  to  see  that  by  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  acquiring  another  bank  it  places  the 
officers  and  others  employed  by  that  bank  in 
a  very  peculiar  position,  the  peculiar  position 
being  that  they  will  be  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. By  all  means  do  not  aoquire  that  bank, 
or  you  will  cause  a  number  of  these  unfortunate 
men  to  be  thrown  out  of  work,  and  will  swell 
the  large  number  of  unemployed  in  our  midst 
at  present.  I  think  this  House,  representing 
the  people,  ought  to  have  some  intimation  as 
to  the  whole  business  position,  and  everything 
else,  in  respect  of  another  bank  being  acquired 
by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Of  course,  it 
would  be  futile  for  this  House  to  call  upon 
another  bank  for  information  as  to  overdrafts, 
and  as  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  have  been 
granted.  We  cannot  get  that,  but  we  oan  get 
returns  showing  assets,  liabilities,  and  over- 
drafts, without  mentioning  any  names  at  all. 
Then,  I  should  like  to  speak  on  this  guarantee 
of  last  year.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  seemed  to 
rally  in  the  old  style  of  trying  to  disavow  every 
statement  he  made  before  this  House  and 
colony  to  the  effect  that  we  had  averted  a 
great  crisis  by  giving  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land two  millions,  and  also  telling  the  people 
that  he  believed  the  colony  would  not  be  called 
upon  again  to  assist  the  bank.  But,  apart  from 
all  these  prophecies,  from  all  these  joyous  re- 


marks of  his  to  the  people,  what  has  he  been 
confronted  with  now?  Another  call  by  the 
bank  for  further  help;  and  no  doubt  this  will 
continue  for  a  good  many  years  to  come.  I 
still  hold  my  opinion  that  this  is  the  only 
proper  time  for  honourable  members  to  pause 
and  consider  whether  to  go  on  or  not.  As  soon 
as  the  Bill  is  passed  into  law,  imposing  fur- 
ther liability  upon  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony, 
should  another  demand  be  made  to  this  House- 
it  is  futile  to  turn  or  to  pause,  because  you 
have  already  inourred  a  larger  liability — some* 
thing  like  £5,500,000.  But  I  believe,  with  other 
honourable  members,  that  if  the  bank  were* 
allowed  to  go  to  the  wall  at  the  present  time 
you  would  be  able  to  receive  some  portion 
of  the  £2,000,000  you  guaranteed  last  year. 
That  is  only  an  opinion.  We  have  other 
opinions  in  the  reverse  way,  but  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  it  would  be  far  wiser  to  face  the 
whole  position  now — to  throw  the  Bill  right- 
out,  and  allow  the  bank  to  go  to  the  wall  with- 
out any  further  support. 

Mr.  BUDDO. — As  this  is  the  only  oppor- 
tunity I  shall  have  of  speaking  against  the  pro- 
posed  purchase  of  other  banking  business  in 
the  colony,  I  shall  take  it,  although  I  am  alive- 
to  the  necessity  for  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
I  opposed  the  purchase  of  other  business  on 
principle.  The  settlers  in  the  colony  have 
been  in  the  past  largely  indebted  to  competi- 
tion in  trade,  in  banking,  and  in  other  com- 
mercial lines  of  business,  and,  if  we  allow  one- 
institution  to  mop  up  other  banking  interests, 
then  I  say  we  should  be  doing  a  wrong  to 
the  taxpayer  of  the  oolony.  The  honourable- 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  said  that  this  House 
had  not  the  power  to  deoide  on  a  question 
of  this  sort.  I  presume  he  means  to  assert 
that  this  House  has  not  the  ability  to  under- 
stand a  question  of  this  sort ;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  feel  assured  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  not  deny  that  this  House  has  been  eleoted 
for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  finaneea 
of  the  oolony,  and  therefore  of  thoroughly  cri- 
ticizing every  motion  that  will  in  any  way  inter* 
fere  with  the  taxpayers'  interests.  IJet  us  look 
for  a  moment  at  clause  87,  and  see  what  the- 
original  proposals  were :  The  approval  of  Par- 
liament or  the  Governor  in  Council,  after  rati- 
fication of  the  sale  and  purchase  of  any  other 
banking  business.  That  was  clearly  meant  to 
say  that  any  purchase  of  banking  business  was- 
to  be  done  speedily.  And  what  interest  oan 
it  be  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  that  the 
ratification  of  any  treaty  of  that  sort  should, 
be  done  speedily  ?  Not  £he  least.  It  is  only 
the  customers  of  one  bank  following  the  lead: 
of  the  other ;  but  whether  the  treaty  would  be 
confirmed  speedily  or  otherwise  is  an  outside 
question  altogether.  If  the  customers  of  one 
bank  think  their  interests  are  going  to  be  better 
served  by  going  to  another  bank  they  will  do 
so.  We  have  got  to  consider  this  question  in 
the  interest  of  the  taxpayer,  and  this  clause 
should  be  struck  out  altogether,  leaving  the* 
law  the  same  as  the  Act  of  last  year  provided — 
that  the  consent  of  Parliament  shall  be  given 
to  any  purohase  of  any  other  banking  business. 
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fcefore  that  business  is  taken  in  hand.     Any 

12  Q  bank  here  doing  good  business  is  an 
advantage  to  traders.  As  this  proposal 
refers  to  the  Colonial  Bank,  I  think  it  is  against 
ihe  interests  of  the  colony  to  interfere  with  it. 
There  is  a  colonial  bank  doing  business  in  the 
-colony  which  has  its  directorate  in  London.  I 
believe  the  business  of  that  bank  would  be 
better  managed  if  it  were  managed  colonially. 
I  cannot  see  why  we  should  raise  a  monopoly 
-of  banking  business  against  the  interests  of  the 
taxpayers  by  buying  banking  business  that  is 
already  well  managed  and  doing  good  service, 
And  I  am  very  sorry  that  this  Bill  provides 
machinery  to  buy  up  any  bank. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Seddon,  Mr. 
Ward,  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie,  and  Major  Steward 
appointed  a  Committee  bo  draw  up  reasons  for 
disagreeing  with  the  Council's  amendments. 

Subsequently  the  Committee  brought  up  the 
following  reasons : — 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  rea- 
sons for  disagreeing  with  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill  have  the 
honour  to  report, — 

"  Clause  31 :  That,  the  colony  having  guaran- 
teed any  deficiency  in  respect  to  the  guaranteed 
debentures  issued  by  the  Assets  Board,  any 
deficiency  made  by  the  Board  the  colony  is 
responsible  for ;  and  the  raising  of  the  amount 
of  the  administrative  expense  of  the  Board 
would  tend  to  increase  the  deficiency,  and 
the  oolony  is,  therefore,  interested.  That  the 
amendment  made  in  this  clause  is  therefore 
an  infringement  of  the  privileges  of  this  House ; 
but,  seeing  the  urgent  nature  of  the  measure, 
the  House  do  not  lay  the  Bill  aside,  and,  in  lieu 
of  laying  the  Bill  aside,  the  attention  of  the 
Legislative  Council  be  called  to  the  matter,  and 
the  amendments  be  disagreed  with.  That  the 
amount  fixed  by  the  amendment  is  excessive, 
And  out  of  proportion  to  what  is  paid  for  simi- 
lar services.  That  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
directors,  who,  as  attorneys  for  the  Estates 
•Company,  have  practically  been  doing  the  work 
of  realisation  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  bank, 
have  only  received  £250  per  annum  as  salary  as 
bank  directors,  and  an  additional  sum,  which, 
together  with  the  salary  paid  as  directors,  is  far 
less  than  the  amount  stated  in  the  Bill ;  and 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  competent  persons  at  the  salary 
fixed  originally — viz.,  £1,000  per  annum. 

"  Clause  87 :  That,  together  with  the  £500,000 
of  preferred  shares,  the  colony  has  guaranteed 
any  deficiency  that  may  arise  on  the  deben- 
tures authorised  to  be  issued  under  this  Act, 
and,  seeing  the  large  sum  of  money  neces- 
sarily involved  in  the  purchase  of  any  banking 
business,  it  is  only  reasonable  that  the  contract 
for  sale  shall  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  for  review. 

"  Clause  54 :  That  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  law,  and  detrimental  to  banking  business, 
that  any  banks  or  banking  institutions  should 
hold  real  estate  for  lengthened  periods. 

41  Clause  56 :  That  serious  losses  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  have  in 
Mr.Buddo 


the  past  been  occasioned  owing  to  advances 
made  by  way  of  overdrafts  to  direotors.  With- 
out prejudicing  the  business  of  the  bank,  it 
is  necessary  that  reasonable  limit  should  be 
placed  upon  the  granting  of  overdrafts  to 
directors.' ' 

Mr.  WARD.— I  move,  That  those  reasons  be 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— Would  it  not  be 
better  that  the  reasons  should  be  taken  seria- 
tim ?  With  regard  to  the  first  one,  for  instance, 
the  privilege  of  this  House  is  not  insisted  upon, 
I  think,  with  that  emphasis  that  it  ought  to 
receive,  and  I  am  not  satisfied  there  is  any 
urgency  requiring  us  to  waive  our  privilege 
for  one  moment.  There  is  no  tradition  of  Par- 
liament that  I  know  of  which  is  so  strong,  and 
that  appeals  so  much  to  members,  as  the  main- 
tenance of  the  privileges  of  this  House.  I  do 
not  think  that  that  is  sufficiently  stated  or  em- 
phasized in  this  first  reason. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  desire  to  say  that  the 
only  way  that  the  question  could  be  raised 
was  the  way  suggested  by  Mr.  Speaker.  The 
honourable  member's  suggestion,  of  course, 
means  the  laying  of  the  Bill  aside,  and  I  do 
not  think  a  majority  of  this  House  is  prepared 
to  do  that.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
prepared  to  take  up  that  ground  and  to  get  the 
Bill  laid  aside,  it  is,  of  course,  within  his  right 
to  do  so,  but  he  must  give  credit  to  other 
members  for  knowing  what  they  are  doing.  I 
do  not  think  that  in  placing  the  position  be- 
fore the  Council  we  are  in  any  way  infringing 
their  privileges.  We  have  poin  ted  out,  of  course, 
our  position,  and  we  are  bound  to  discuss  the 
matter  when  we  meet  in  the  Conference.  In 
the  meantime,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  point 
out  the  position.  If  the  honourable  member  is 
prepared  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  laid  aside  on 
the  ground  he  has  mentioned,  he  is  within  his 
privilege  in  doing  so,  but  I  do  not  think  there 
is  a  majority  of  members  that  would  be  pre- 
pared to  support  him. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— Perhaps  I  may  be 
permitted  to  explain.  My  suggestion  was  this : 
that  the  general  principle  we  insisted  on  should 
be  more  strongly  emphasized  before  the  Council, 
in  order  that  there  might  be  no  mistake  about 
the  matter,  and  that  it  was  under  very  strong 
pressure  indeed  that  the  House  consented  to 
waive  their  right  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  DUTH1E.— I  merely  wish  to  indorse  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City.  He  explained  himself  fully,  and  I 
agree  with  him,  tnat  it  is  essential  that  we 
should  sufficiently  emphasize  the  fact  that  we 
have  waived  our  right  in  the  matter  only  on 
account  of  its  urgency.  The  House  in  this 
resolution  has  taken  the  matter  too  lightly, 
and  it  ought  to  be  put  much  more  dearly  than 
it  is  in  the  resolution. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.  — When  I  suggested  this 
question  at  the  beginning  of  the  debate  the 
Premier  was  courteous  enough  to  read  his 
reply,  and  I  thought  it  met  the  case.  I  am 
confident  now,  after  hearing  the  reasons  read, 
that  we  are  putting  it  in  a  very  half-hearted 
and  lukewarm  way.    It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
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Premier  to  talk  about  laying  the  Bill  aside, 
but  we  should  not  get  the  Bill,  as  it  simply 
means  the  members  of  this  House  making 
search  for  it  in  the  Upper  House.  Of  course 
the  Bill  would  be  found  very  quickly.  That 
is  the  constitutional  method ;  and  I  do  not 
think  the  Premier  need  be  very  much  afraid 
of  emphasizing  this  position  strongly,  for  if  we 
.give  this  point  away,  and  make  no  attempt  to 
preserve  our  rights  in  the  matter  of  a  money 
Bill,  we  shall  be  establishing  a  precedent,  and 
this  House  will  never  regain  its  lost  ground. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  understand  that  the 
Premier  is  very  much  afraid  that  this  Bill 
might  be  laid  aside  in  the  Upper  House  on  a 
•question  of  £500 :  but  he  need  not  be  afraid  of 
this  House  believing  any  suoh  thing.  We  know 
that  there  is  even  a  greater  majority  in  the 
other  Chamber  than  here  in  favour  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  this  House  could  lay 
it  aside, — not  the  other  House. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— It  might  be  laid  aside  in 
the  Upper  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— We  should  have  to  send 
a  search  party  to  the  Upper  House  in  order  to 
ascertain  where  the  Bill  was.  That  would  soon 
be  done.  It  is  within  the  recollection  of  this 
House  that  in  a  money  Bill  last  year  there 
was  a  determined  attempt  made  by  the  Upper 
House  to  amend  money  clauses.  They  tried 
their  best  to  usurp  our  privileges,  which,  as  has 
been  most  clearly  said  to-day,  should  be  pre- 
eerved  intact  and  most  jealously  guarded.  In 
this  measure  we  know  very  well  that  the  Legis- 
lative Council  attaches  greater  importance  to 
every  other  clause,  and  we  can  clearly  defend  our 
rights  without  any  feeling  at  all  that  the  Coun- 
cil would  throw  out  this  Bill  upon  this  clause 
relating  to  salary,  though  there  are  members  in 
the  other  House  who  believe  in  high  salaries. 
Yet  they  will  not  be  prepared  to  resist  us  with 
regard  to  the  salaries  of  certain  of  the  officers 
mentioned.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  myself 
for  amending  the  clause,  and  I  think  that  the 
Premier  should  realise  that  the  House  looks  to 
him  to  defend  its  position  and  privileges. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  approved  of  the 
clause  which  has  given  rise  to  so  much  dis- 
cussion. For  my  part,  I  think  the  Council  has 
taken  a  most  unwarranted  course,  and  I  think 
the  Premier  and  Managers  in  the  Conference 
-will  see  that  this  is  recognised  by  the  Council. 

Reasons  agreed  to,  and  forwarded  to  Legisla- 
tive Council. 

FAMILY  HOMES  PROTECTION  BILL. 

oqq  A  message  was  received  from  the 
Legislative  Council  insisting  on  their 
amendments  in  this  Bill,  and  transmitting  their 
reasons  for  so  insisting. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  the  House 
adheres  to  its  reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the 
•Council's  amendments ;  and  that  a  Conference 
with  the  other  Chamber  be  asked,  and  that 
Mr.  Duncan,  Sir  R.  Stout,  and  the  mover  be 


appointed  Managers  of  the  Conference  on  be- 
half of  this  House. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

LIOENSING-LAWS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  Will  the 
Government,  during  the  recess,  set  up  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  whole  system  of  legislation  and  administra- 
tion of  the  licensing-laws  of  the  colony,  such 
report  in  particular  to  deal  exhaustively  with 
the  question  of  brewers  being  landlords  or 
having  any  control  of  licensed  houses,  and  the 
question  of  publicans  paying  only  the  rental  of 
their  premises  which  would  be  payable  if  no 
license  were  attached  thereto  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  believed 
the  proper  solution  of  the  licensing  question 
lay  in  the  passing  of  the  Government  Bill  now 
before  the  House,  and  in  rejecting  the  Bill  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  a  Royal  Commission. 

FRUIT  IMPORTATION. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture, — (1.)  Whether  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Tariff  Commission  in  regard  to  the 
danger  of  the  importation  of  fruit  -  diseases 
by  means  of  the  introduction  of  infeoted  trees 
(vide  pages  428-429)  has  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Fruit  Experts  of  his  depart- 
ment ?  (2.)  If  so,  do  such  experts  concur  in  the 
suggestion  that  a  system  of  quarantine  should 
be  enforced?  (3.)  Assuming  such  concur- 
rence, does  he  propose  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  establish  suoh  quarantine  ?  This  ques- 
tion was  one  of  considerable  importance,  be- 
cause it  involved  the  prospects  of  a  large  in- 
dustry in  this  colony.  During  the  time  the 
Tariff  Commission  was  travelling  about  the 
country  various  representations  were  made  to 
it  which  were  not,  perhaps,  strictly  within  the 
soope  of  the  Commission,  but  which  were  laid 
before  the  Government  for  their  consideration ; 
and  the  matter  referred  to  in  this  question 
was  one  of  them.  It  was  represented  by  an 
expert  that  there  was  just  as  great  danger 
to  the  fruit  industry  of  the  colony  from  the 
introduction  of  diseased  trees  as  there  was  to 
the  agricultural  and  pastoral  industry  from  the 
introduction  of  diseased  cattle ;  and  it  was 
suggested  that,  as  in  other  countries,  there 
should  be  introduced  here  a  system  of  quaran- 
tine for  trees  imported  into  the  country.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  this  matter  had  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  fruit  experts, 
and  whether  they  concurred  in  the  representa- 
tions made;  and,  if  so,  whether  any  effect 
would  be  given  to  those  representations. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  matter  had 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Fruit 
Experts,  but  they  were  aware  of  it  before  it 
was  brought  under  their  notice  by  the  Tariff 
Commissioners'  report.  With  regard  to  the 
second  part  of  the  question,  there  was  no  law 
at  present  which  enabled  the  Government  to 
make  any  quarantine  regulations  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  diseased  trees  and  fruit. 
He  might  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
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the  House  that  a  Bill  had  now  been  drafted  in 
a  comprehensive  manner  with  regard  to  the  in- 
troduction of  diseased  vegetation,  and  also  the 
suppression  of  undesirable  vegetation  whioh 
bad  already  got  into  the  colony.  As  to  whether 
they  would  be  able  to  pass  the  Bill,  that  was 
a  matter  of  considerable  doubt  to  himself. 
However,  it  was  his  duty  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  House  for  expressing  an  opinion 
on  the  subject,  and  he  intended  to  do  so. 

MAEREWHENUA  MINE. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Mines, — (1.)  If  he  has  received  a  petition  from 
a  number  of  miners  at  Maerewhenua,  for- 
warded by  H.  B.  Crawford,  Esq.,  solicitor, 
Oamaru,  on  the  29th  July,  praying  for  the 
resumption  for  mining  purposes  of  a  small 
block  of  land  at  Maerewhenua,  and  notifying 
the  lodgment  of  the  necessary  deposit  of  £25? 
(2.)  Has  he  received  the  report  of  the  Warden 
on  such  application  ?  (3.)  Will  the  application 
be  acceded  to  ? 

Mr.  C  ADM  AN  said,  Yes;  a  petition  had 
been  received  from  the  residents  at  the  Maere- 
whenua Goldfields,  praying  for  the  resumption 
for  mining  purposes  of  about  twenty  acres  of 
the  block  mentioned.  That  petition  had  been 
sent  to  the  Warden,  and  the  Warden  had  re- 
commended that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
should  be  granted ;  but  the  owner  of  the  land 
had  written  to  the  Land  Board  making  objec- 
tion, and  stating  that  if  this  resumption  was 
granted  it  would  interfere  with  his  clear  water, 
and  would  thereby  injuriously  affect  the  rest 
of  his  property.  The  first  step  necessary  was 
to  have  a  survey  and  valuation  of  the  land 
made,  and  in  the  second  place  the  local  body 
would  have  to  be  consulted  as  to  whether  they 
were  prepared  to  pay  their  portion  of  the  cost, 
and  as  soon  as  that  was  done  he  would  be  able 
to  deal  with  the  matter. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  if  he 
would  have  that  done. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said,  Yes. 

SALMON-OVA. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
If  he  will  place  a  sufficient  sum  on  the  esti- 
mates for  a  further  supply  of  salmon-ova  for 
the  purpose  of  fully  stocking  the  rivers  of  New 
Zealand,  as  it  is  now  reported  in  the  Field 
newspaper  that  Calif ornian  salmon  have  been 
successfully  established  in  the  Waitaki  River? 

Mr.  WARD  said  a  sum  of  £250  would  be 
placed  on  this  year's  estimates  for  the  intro- 
duction of  salmon-ova. 

HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  AID 
BILL. 

Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, When  the  Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid 
Bill  will  be  circulated  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  it  depended,  of  course, 
upon  the  progress  made  with  public  business. 

ANTHRAX. 
Mr.  LAWRY  asked  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, If  he  is  aware  that  the  manure  merchants 
Mr.  J.  McKerni* 


of  Auokland  are  losing  business  in  consequenco 
of  an  erroneous  report  which  obtains — namely, 
that  the  cause  of  anthrax  in  Waikato  cattle 
has  arisen  from  the  use  of  locally-manufactured 
bone-dust?  If  so,  will  he  at  onoe  take  the  ne- 
cessary steps  to  prevent  the  loss  of  trade  indi- 
cated, by  officially  stating  that  the  said  report 
has  no  foundation  in  fact  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  might  say  that  the  Go- 
vernmentwere  not  aware  of  any  loss  of  business 
to  the  Auckland  manure-merchants  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  It  was  possible  thia 
might  be  the  case,  but  such  evidenoe  as  they 
had  got  pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  importa- 
tion of  ground  bones  had  been  a  source  of  in- 
fection. Whether  this  was  correct  or  not  he 
could  not  say.  But  the  evidence  they  had 
received  pointed  in  that  direction,  and  the  de- 
partment were  now  preparing  new  regulations 
which  would  prevent  the  importation  of  bones 
of  diseased  animals.  He  thought  the  bones  of 
animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  might  be 
brought  into  the  oountry  without  any  danger. 
At  any  rate,  the  regulation  would  make  thia 
provision. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  copies  of  the  Local  Government  Bill 
have  been  forwarded  to  all  local  governing, 
bodies  as  promised  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes ;  oopies  of  the  Local 
Government  Bill  had  been  forwarded  to  every 
local  authority  in  the  colony.  A  very  heavy  de- 
mand was  being  made  on  the  Government  for 
more  copies.  The  Bill,  so  far,  seemed  to  have 
given  general  satisfaction. 

UNCERTIFICATED  TEACHERS. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Eduoation,. 
Will  he  explain  why  there  are  so  many  un- 
certificated teaohers  in  the  Districts  of  Marl- 
borough and  Nelson  as  compared  with  the 
Districts  of  Auokland,  Wellington,  North  Can- 
terbury, and  Otago  ;  for  example — 

Certificated    Uncertificated 
Teachers.        Teaohers. 
Auckland  ♦.      480  23 

Wellington         ..158  14 

North  Canterbury      884  32 

Otago   ..  ..392  0 

Marlborough      ..84  32 

Nelson..  ..87  52 

and,  while  there  are  only  168  uncertificated 
teaohers  outside  of  Nelson  and  Marlborough 
distributed  over  the  colony  in  aided  and  other 
public  schools,  the  scholars  of  which  total  up 
to  119,183,  there  are  84  uncertificated  teachers- 
in  Nelson  and  Marlborough,  where  only  8,117 
scholars  are  supposed  to  receive  proper  instruc- 
tion? Will  the  Minister  also  ascertain  wliv 
the  school -children  of  Nelson  and  Marlborough 
are  thus  heavily  handicapped  by  having  so 
many  uncertificated  persons  put  over  them  aa 
teachers  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  was  glad  to  see  that 
Table  M,  whioh  had  been  prepared  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  printed  with  a  view  of  drawing 
attention  to  this  state  of  things,  had  at  last 
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found  an  honourable  member  who  was  prepared 
to  pay  attention  to  it.  The  return  was  drawn 
up  and  published  every  year  with  the  view  of 
exercising  some  pressure  upon  the  Boards  to 
procure  some  amendment  in  this  respect.  Of 
course  it  was  only  fair  to  point  out  two  things. 
One  was  that  some  of  these  uncertificated 
teachers  had  passed,  but  could  not  get  their 
certificates  until  they  had  completed  two  years 
of  service.  Then,  again,  in  Marlborough  and 
Nelson  there  were  more  small  schools  than  in 
any  other  two  districts  in  the  colony  of  any- 
thing like  the  same  population.  There  were 
fifty-two  schools  there  with  a  very  low  attend- 
ance, and  no  doubt  that  partially  accounted 
for  this  state  of  things.  These  schools  with 
uncertificated  teachers  were  worked  very,  very 
cheaply — one,  he  thought,  got  as  much  as  £15 
a  year ;  and  that,  he  supposed,  explained  why 
the  systdm  was  adopted. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS. 

Mr.  BUDDO  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
As  absurd  values  have  been  offered  for  land 
in  some  districts  of  the  oolony  by  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
would  he  consider  the  advisability  of  appointing 
an  unpaid  Board  of  Advice  in  each  county ; 
such  Board  to  consist  of  two  members,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  County  Council,  who  could  be 
consulted  by  the  Land  Purchase  Board  as  to 
quality,  position,  and  suitability  of  land  for 
close- settlement  purposes?  The  question  re- 
ferred more  particularly  to  offers  made  for  land 
in  North  Canterbury.  He  was  not  exactly  in 
a  position  to  know  what  rate  below  land-tax 
values  had  been  offered  for  land  for  the  pur- 
poses of  settlement  in  other  districts,  but  he 
was  perfectly  well  aware  that  for  three  pro- 
perties in  North  Canterbury  the  sums  offered 
were  absolutely  absurd.  He  found  that  for  the 
properties  of  the  New  Zealand  Estates  Com- 
pany the  valuation  in  1898,  with  10  per  cent, 
added,  was  taken,  but  in  these  oases  the  offer 
was  not  within  30  per  cent,  of  the  land-tax 
value.  His  constituents  were  well  aware  that 
no  extreme  values  could  be  paid  for  land  for 
small  settlement,  but  that  the  land  must  be 
obtained  at  a  reasonable  price.  With  regard 
to  the  suitability  of  the  Board,  he  might  say  it 
would  be  unpaid,  and  would  be,  he  believed, 
useful.    He  trusted  to  get  a  favourable  reply. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  might  say  that  he  had 
hardly  heard  a  word  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  said.  There  was  a  continual  conversation 
going  on  all  round,  and  he  therefore  could  not 
bear  what  was  said,  but  would  answer  the  ques- 
tion as  it  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper.  The 
Land  Purchase  Board  did  not  admit  that  it 
had  offered  absurd  values  for  any  land  in  North 
Canterbury,  or  anywhere  else.  It  informed 
him  that  it  got  the  best  valuations  it  oould 
get,  and  made  no  absurd  valuations.  It  would 
be  very  diffioult  to  set  up  such  a  Board  as  that 
referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  In 
fact,  it  would  be  making  a  double  Board,  and 
they  would  have  landowners  appointing  some 
of  themselves  to  act  on  the  Valuation  Board 
which  was  supposed  to  purchase  their  land. 
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He  did  not  think  that  would  be  desirable. 
It  would  be  far  better  to  have  a  Board  such  as 
he  had  recommended  last  year,  having  on  it 
the  member  of  Parliament  for  the  district  and 
the  County  Chairman ;  but  honourable  gentle- 
men were  prepared  to  throw  on  some  one  else 
duties  in  connection  with  matters  of  this  sort. 
They  would  take  no  responsibility  on  them- 
selves, but  would  come  to  the  House  and  find 
fault  with  others.  However,  he  hoped  they 
would  have  a  Bill  before  them  in  a  few  days, 
when  the  Banking  Bill  was  out  of  the  way,  for 
he  intended  then  to  bring  down  an  amending 
Bill,  and  the  whole  matter  could  be  threshed 
out. 

WHAKATANE  STIPENDIARY  MAGIS- 
TRATE'S COURT. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, If  he  will  arrange  for  the  more  frequent 
sittings  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court 
at  Whakatane  ?  He  might  say  that  he  had 
frequent  representations  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Whakatane  suffered  great  inconvenience  in 
consequence  of  the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court 
not  sitting  much  of  tener  there  than  it  did.  The 
Magistrate  passed  through  Whakatane  every 
month,  and  there  would  be  no  great  expense 
incurred  if  he  sat  monthly  at  Whakatane. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  was  quite  aware  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  wanted  more  sit- 
tings at  the  Court  at  Whakatane,  and  he  would 
be  exceedingly  glad  if  he  could  see  his  way 
to  oblige  him ;  but  what  was  stopping  the  way 
was  the  peculiarly  peaceable,  law-abiding,  and 
neighbourly  character  of  the  population  in  that 
district,  the  result  of  which  was  that  for  the 
last  quarter,  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  there 
had  been  only  four  oivil  and  two  criminal  cases 
heard  there  altogether.  He  did  not  think  that 
would  justify  holding  special  sittings  of  the 
Court. 

SMALL-BIRDS  PEST. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  there  have  been  forwarded 
to  him  the  resolutions  passed  by  a  recent 
conference  of  Road  Boards  held  at  Ash  burton, 
asking  for  further  legislation  this  session  with 
a  view  to  the  abatement  of  the  small- birds 
pest ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  introduce  a 
Bill  to  further  that  object  ?  He  did  not  believe 
in  poaching  on  another  man's  preserve,  and  it 
therefore  might  appear  that  he  owed  an  apo- 
logy to  the  honourable  member  for  Ashburtoni 
for  putting  that  question ;  but,  when  he  stated 
that  he  had  received  a  circular  direot  to  him- 
self asking  that  he  should,  as  a  resident  of  Ash- 
burton,  bring  the  question  before  the  House, 
he  thought  there  would  be  no  need  to  make 
any  further  apology.  The  circular  letter  ha 
had  reoeived  was  as  follows : — 

"  Sib, — At  a  conference  of  the  Road  Boards 
of  the  County  of  Ashburton,  held  recently,  to 
discuss  the  question  of  the  small-birds  nui- 
sance, the  following  resolution  was  passed ;  and 
I,  as  chairman  of  the  conference,  was  re- 
quested to  forward  the  same  to  you,  and  to 
represent  to  you  the  urgent  need  of  something 
being  done  in  the  direction  indioated:  'Be- 
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cause  there  are  numbers  of  inland  boroughs 
and  town  districts,  and  also  some  Road  Boards, 
who  persistently  decline  or  neglect  to  put  forth 
the  slightest  effort  to  check  the  increase  of  the 
small  birds  within  their  boundaries ;  that  these 
places  become  the  breeding-grounds  of  the 
birds,  from  whence  they  issue  forth  in  thou- 
sands to  prey  upon  the  surrounding  country ; 
that,  while  many  Road  Boards  are  using  every 
means  in  their  power,  and  spending,  in  some 
cases,  25  per  cent,  of  their  annual  income,  in 
the  vain  effort  to  keep  down  the  increase  of 
the  pest,  the  apathy  of  neighbouring  local 
bodies,  who  do  nothing,  renders  all  their  efforts 
futile  ;  that  every  year  the  amount  of  damage 
to  grain  crops,  Ac,  through  the  ravages  of 
the  small  birds,  is  increasing,  and  that  there- 
fore it  is  imperative  that  some  concerted  action 
be  taken  to  abate  the  nuisance :  it  is  resolved, 
That  a  memorial  be  presented  to  the  Govern- 
ment praying  them  to  pass,  this  session,  such 
amended  legislation  as  will  compel  all  local 
bodies  in  agricultural  districts  to  institute 
measures  to  suppress  the  small-bird  nuisanoe.' 
'That  conies  of  the  above  resolution  be  for- 
warded by  the  chairman  to  the  Hon.  J. 
McKeneie,  Minister  of  Lands  and  Agriculture, 
and  also  to  the  Hon.  Major  Steward,  and 
Messrs.  McLachlan  and  Maslin,  M.H.B.s,  as 
representing  this  distriot,  with  the  request  that 
they  will  assist  the  passage  of  such  amended 
legislation.' — Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Con- 
ference, Geobgb  W.  Leadley,  Chairman." 

The  resolution,  as  it  would  be  seen,  pointed 
out  that  the  small-birds  nuisance  was  the  cause 
of  great  loss  to  the  farmers  in  the  district, 
largely  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  boroughs 
were  not  destroying  the  birds  within  their  own 
bounds.  The  birds  took  refuge  in  the  trees  and 
buildings  of  boroughs,  and  that  waB  to  a  great 
extent  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  No  doubt  the 
honourable  gentleman  knew  of  the  circular,  and 
he  would  ask  him  if  he  proposed  this  year  to 
bring  down  something  to  meet  the  unanimous 
request  of  the  Road  Boards  of  the  district. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  this  was  another 
case  in  which  the  local  bodies  were  neglecting 
to  do  their  duty.  There  was  full  power  at  the 
present  time  for  local  bodies  to  do  all  that  was 
necessary  in  the  way  of  keeping  down  the 
small  birds.  However,  from  what  he  knew  of 
the  matter,  and  from  communications  received, 
he  thought  that  unless  the  looal  bodies  would 
take  some  steps  to  carry  out  their  duties  in  this 
respect  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  House  to 
pass  a  small  Bill  making  it  compulsory. 

Major  STEWARD  would  like  to  point  out  to 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  that  the  difficulty,  he 
understood,  arose  from  the  fact  that  they  could 
not  lay  poison  within  so  many  hundred  yards 
of  a  residence,  and  therefore  poison  could  not 
be  laid  anywhere  within  a  borough. 

TAURANGA  EDUCATION  RESERVE. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Under  what  authority  the  Public  Trustee  as- 
sumed control  of  Rural  Allotment  No.  114, 
Section  2,  Tauranga  Survey  District,  contain- 
ing 103  acres,  said  allotment  having  been  set 
Major  Steward 


apart  as  an  education  reserve  for  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  oolony  ?  He  might  say  that  in 
1872  this  land  was  gazetted  as  an  education 
endowment.  The  inhabitants  of  Tauranga  had 
endeavoured  for  some  time  to  get  a  site  for  a 
school  on  this  section.  He  did  not  know  what 
objection  was  raised  against  that,  but,  at  all 
events,  they  had  not  been  able  to  get  a  site, 
although  he  had  found  out  that  it  was  an 
education  reserve.  He  wished  to  know  what 
the  cause  of  this  was. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  nearly  all  the  Native 
reserves  were  without  legal  titles,  and  this 
reserve  was  without  suoh  a  legal  title.  The 
Commissioner,  or  delegate,  who  had  charge  of 
the  Native  reserves  in  the  Tauranga  country 
leased  this  section  together  with  another  in 
1878  to  a  Mr.  Jordan,  and  handed  the  lease 
over  to  the  Public  Trustee  when  the  latter 
assumed  charge  of  the  reserves  under  "The 
Native  Reserves  Act,  1882."  The  position  had 
remained  unchanged  since  then.  The  Publio 
Trustee's  control  was  due  to  his  acceptance 
of  the  duties  of  his  statutory  predecessor,  the 
Commissioner— duties  which  included  the  con- 
trol of  the  land  in  question. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  said  he  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  say  that  this  was  an 
education  reserve. 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes. 

PALMERSTON  NORTH  POLICE  DETEC- 
TIVE. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
If  he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  station- 
ing a  police  detective  permanently  at  Palmers- 
ton  North?  In  asking  this  question  he  had 
only  to  refer  to  the  report  on  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  lad  Mullins,  which  had  been  laid 
on  the  table,  to  show  the  necessity  for  some 
improvement  or  reform  in  connection  with  the 
Police  Force  at  Palmerston  North. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  matter  was  now 
under  his  consideration.  He  had  received  the 
report,  and  should  deal  with  it. 

KAITANGIWHENUA  CASE. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Premier,  Will  he 
have  printed  and  placed  on  the  table  of  the 
House  Mr.  William  Williams's  reply  to  Judge 
Kettle's  report  on  the  Kaitangiwhenua  case, 
for  the  information  of  honourable  members? 
He  understood  that  the  reply  to  Judge  Kettle's 
report  had  been  received  by  the  Premier,  and 
he  should  like  to  see  that  placed  on  the  table 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  a  copy  of  this  reply  had 
been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  last  session. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE.— Was  it  printed  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No;  simply  laid  on  the 
table. 

IMPROVED-FARM  SETTLEMENTS. 
Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  it  is  the  case  that  some  hundreds  of 
working-men,  most  of  them  with  families,  and 
bearing  excellent  characters  as  eligible  colonists, 
and  likely  to  be  thrifty  settlers,  have  applied 
for  land  under  the  improved-farm-settlement 
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regulations ;  and,  if  so,  what  steps  are  being 
taken  to  place  as  many  of  them  as  possible 
upon  sections  of  land  during  the  present  bush- 
felling  season  ?  He  might  state  at  once  that 
a  general  impression  was  abroad  in  the  coun- 
try districts  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment to  give  the  improved -farm -settlement 
system  a  fair  trial.  To  his  knowledge,  working- 
men  who  had  formed  parties,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  passed  last  year, 
had  been  waiting  for  nearly  twelve  months 
endeavouring  to  Ret  upon  the  land.  They 
had  had  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  with  the 
'Commissioner  of  Grown  Lands,  but  up  to  the 
present  there  appeared  to  be  no  prospect  of 
their  being  supplied  with  land  in  accordance 
with  the  Act.  Although  it  was  perfeotly  true 
that  a  few  settlements  had  been  formed  under 
this  system,  the  law  was  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses almost  a  dead-letter.  It  was  alleged  that 
there  was  not  much  suitable  land  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  but,  in  the  face*  of  the  fact  that  they  had 
a  good  deal  of  land  in  the  Awarua  district  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  colony  coming  into  the 
market  under  the  ordinary  terms  of  the  Land 
Act,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  allegation  was 
untenable.  He  should  have  expected  that  some 
efforts  would  have  been  made  to  give  effect  to 
the  liberal  land- legislation  which  the  House 
had  passed.  At  the  present  time  between  three 
and  four  hundred  names  of  eligible  would-be 
settlers,  most  of  whom  were  working-men  with 
families,  appeared  on  the  books  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Lands  for  the  Wellington  District. 
These  men  were  all  applicants  for  land  under 
the  improved  -  farm  -  settlement  system,  and, 
although  the  bush -felling  season  was  rapidly 
passing  away,  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  was 
no  likelihood  of  these  men  being  placed  on  the 
land.  He  believed  the  Minister  of  Lands  de- 
sired to  have  these  men  so  settled  that  they 
■could  make  a  living  for  themselves,  but  the 
officers  of  the  department  appeared  to  be  some- 
what unwilling  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Act.  The  Minister  of  Lands  had  plenty  of 
force  of  character,  and  if  he  would  only  use  it 
in  the  direction  indicated  he  thought  it  would 
be  of  very  great  advantage  to  a  number  of 
men  who  were  now  in  an  unsettled  condition, 
who  experienced  some  difficulty  in  finding  em- 
ployment, and  the  great  majority  of  whom  were 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  they  would 
be  able  to  participate  in  the  privileges  sup- 
posed to  be  conferred  upon  working-men  under 
the  Act  he  referred  to. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  very  much  re- 
gretted that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  asked  the  question  should  have  made  any 
insinuation  with  regard  to  the  officers  of  the 
department.  The  officers  of  the  department 
would  proceed  just  as  fast  as  the  Minister 
would  ask  them  to  go.  He  wished  to  tell  the 
House  that  the  great  difficulty  was  in  the  mat- 
ter of  funds.  The  House  had  voted  last  year 
£350,000  for  the  purpose,  to  last  over  two  years, 

o  q      and  he  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 

man   would    find,   when   the    Public 

Works  Statement  came  down,  that  nearly  half 


the  amount  had  been  expended ;  and  to  say  the 
Act  was  a  dead-letter  was  absurd,  for  in  that 
same  district  there  were  several  of  these  settle- 
ments. The  difficulty  was  the  smallness  of  the 
amount  of  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  if  they  were  to  give  farms  in  this 
way  to  every  one  who  asked  for  them  it  would 
require  a  very  much  larger  sum.  The  next 
point  was  the  difficulty  in  buying  good  land 
suitable  for  this  class  of  settlement,  and  the 
work  necessary  for  the  people  at  the  same  time 
in  the  same  locality.  There  was  no  use,  in  con- 
nection with  a  block  like  the  Awarua  Block, 
in  putting  all  small  settlers  on  it  who  required 
work,  for  there  would  be  no  work  for  them  to  do. 
The  Government  had  to  do  the  best  they  could 
in  getting  good  selections  of  land  for  the  purpose, 
and  work  for  the  settlers  in  the  neighbourhood. 
If  the  House  was  prepared  to  grant  any  amount 
for  the  purpose  they  could  get  the  land  and  the 
work  too. 

VILLAGE -HOMESTEAD  SETTLEMENTS. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
it  is  proposed  to  give  effect  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  Mr.  J.  E.  March,  Superintendent  of 
Settlements,  in  his  report  upon  village-home- 
stead settlements  for  the  year  ending  the  Slst 
March,  1895?  The  question  he  was  now  about 
to  ask  was  in  reference  to  village  settlements, 
and  in  this  instance  the  threadbare  arguments 
that  had  just  been  brought  forward,  with  which 
working-men  were  well  acquainted,  could  not 
well  be  employed.  The  report  of  Mr.  March 
said, — 

44  During  the  past  year  twenty-four  newfeettle- 
ments  have  been  formed — seven  in  the  North 
Island  and  seventeen  in  the  Middle  Island. 
Two  hundred  and  ninety-five  new  selectors  have 
taken  up  sections  of  land,  representing  in  the 
aggregate  7,616  acres— an  average  of  25}  acres 
to  eaoh  settler. 

"  There  is  still  a  large  number  not  residing  on 
their  sections  ;  it  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that 
many  of  them  are  sadly  in  want  of  means  to 
build  on  their  holdings  before  they  oan  settle 
there  with  their  wives  and  families. 

11  The  amount  advanced  this  year  for  dwell- 
inghouses,  bush-felling,  and  grassing  was  £460 
12s.  6d. :  in  the  North  Island,  £410  12s.  6d.;  in 
the  Middle  Island,  £50. 

44  The  figures  shown  in  the  annual  return 
clearly  indicate  that  the  system  of  village 
settlements  is  one  to  encourage  and  extend, 
but  it  cannot  be  done  successfully  without 
means.  I  know  at  the  present  time  many  of 
the  village  settlers  who  are  badly  off,  and 
require  aid  to  enable  them  to  establish  them- 
selves on  the  land ;  it  is  for  the  want  of  more 
generous  aid  that  the  progress  under  this  sys- 
tem is  comparatively  slight  in  proportion  to 
what  it  should  be. 

"  If  village  settlements  are  to  be  a  real 
benefit  to  men  whose  time  is  not  fully  em- 
ployed, some  assistance  is  really  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  build  their  oottages,  and,  if  on 
bush-lands,  a  little  further  help  to  clear  a  few 
acres  for  cultivation  and  grazing,  and  thus 
assist  them  to  tide  over  the  first  few  months. 
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"In  New  Zealand  very  little  money  has 
been  advanced  during  the  past  few  years  by 
way  of  assisting  new  village  settlers  to  per- 
manently settle  on  the  land.  A  sum  of  £10  has 
been  granted,  as  a  loan,  in  a  few  cases ;  but 
I  respectfully  submit  that  the  amount  is  too 
small  to  be  of  any  real  service." 

That  was  the  report  from  the  Minister's  own 
officer,  and  he  (Mr.  Hogg)  wanted  to  know 
whether  effect  was  likely  to  be  given  to  his 
recommendation. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  made  two  speeches — one  on  a 
previous  question  and  one  on  this— and  had 
contradicted  himself  in  both.  First  he  said 
the  Act  was  a  dead-letter,  and  now  he  stated 
the  number  of  settlements  that  had  been 
formed.  The  question  did  not  very  well  ex- 
plain what  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted, 
but  he  had  given  the  explanation  in  his  speech, 
and  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  McKenzie)  the 
question  was  this  :  Why  were  the  Government 
not  giving  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  each  of 
these  village  settlers  to  build  a  house  with? 
He  supposed  that  was  really  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wanted. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  his  answer  was  that 
the  Government  had  no  authority  to  do  so.  It 
had  been  done  in  one  or  two  extreme  cases 
suoh  as  the  honourable  gentleman  read  of. 
Where  there  was  a  desire  to  assist  people  to 
get  on  the  land  who  might  otherwise  be  thrown 
upon  charitable  aid,  a  little  had  been  given 
in  that  way.  But  the  Government  would  have 
to  come  to  the  House  and  ask  them  to  vote 
that  amount,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
pass  it.  But  the  question  was,  whether  the 
House  was  prepared  to  give  authority  to  the 
Government  to  make  advances  of  this  sort. 

VILLAGE  SETTLEMENTS. 
Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Premier,  If 
he  has  read  the  following  sentences  upon  page 
9  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves's  memorandum  re- 
lative to  the  village  settlements  in  Australia : 
"  What  I  most  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  is 
the  great  fact  that  in  ten  months  or  less  two 
thousand  human  beings,  mostly  poor  artisans  or 
labourers  and  their  families,  have  been  aotually 
planted  on  the  soil,  far  away  from  street- cor- 
ners and  lamp-posts,  and  are  actually  engaged 
in  literally  turning  the  desert  into  gardens." 
44  As  head  of  the  Labour  Department,  I  can 
only  look  enviously  at  a  colony  where  the 
yearly  call  is  not  made  on  a  Labour  Bureau  to 
find  work  for  the  same  men,  and  where  the 
same  complaints  and  distress  do  not  arise  in 
each  succeeding  winter."  t4  Unless  we  set  to 
work  to  settle  labourers  on  the  soil  on  some- 
thing like  a  large  scale,  I  do  not  see  how  we 
are  to  hope  for  anything  like  finality  in  dealing 
with  the  unemployed."  Has  this  memorandum 
been  considered  by  the  Cabinet ;  and  will  the 
Government  carry  out  the  suggestions  of  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Labour,  made  after  a 
personal  inspection  of  the  Australian  village 
settlements? 

Mr.  Hogg 


Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  answer  was  in  the 
affirmative :  he  had  read  the  sentence.  The> 
Government  had  acted  upon  it,  and  were  still 
further  going  on  with  the  proposal  submitted 
by  his  worthy  colleague. 

j.  McCarthy. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  When  the  return  of  papers  relative  to 
the  case  of  Jeremiah  McCarthy,  ordered  by 
this  House  on  the  23rd  day  of  July,  will  be  laid 
on  the  table?  He  wished  to  put  this  question 
in  a  slightly  different  form,  and  to  ask  why  the 
return  as  ordered  had  not  been  laid  on  the 
table.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  return  purport- 
ing to  be  to  the  order  of  the  House  to  his* 
motion,  which,  however,  did  not  fulfil  the  con- 
ditions of  the  order.  The  conditions  of  the 
order  were, — 

44  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  all 
papers  relating  to  the  case  of  one  Jeremiab 
McCarthy,  who  was  committed  for  trial  on  a 
charge  of  murder  at  the  last  sitting  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Timaru  and  discharged,  *  No- 
true  bill '  being  found  ;  the  return  to  include 
all  correspondence  and  enclosures  forwarded  to* 
the  Minister  of  Justice  by  the  Rev.  Father 
Regnault,  S.M.,  and  also  the  memorial  pre- 
sented to  the  Minister  by  the  member  for 
Waitaki  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session." 

Well,  the  papers  laid  on  the  table  oontained 
all  the  papers  except  the  papers  sent  by  Father 
Regnault,  with  the  cuttings  giving  the  decision, 
of  the  Judge,  and  so  on.  Since  seeing  the  re- 
turn to-day  he  had  telegraphed  to  that  gentle- 
man asking  him  if  he  could  furnish  him  with 
a  copy  of  his  letter,  and  also  the  dates  of  the 
papers  from  which  the  extracts  were  taken. 

Mr.  REEVES  believed  the  explanation  was 
that  the  newspaper  cuttings  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referred  to  had  been  mislaid,, 
and  could  not  be  found. 

RAILWAY  PASSENGERS'  LUGGAGE,  ETC. 
Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways, — (I.)  Whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
liberalise  the  regulations  in  regard  to  passen- 
gers' luggage  so  that  all  articles  of  whatever 
kind  may  be  carried  free  as  passengers'  luggage 
if  not  in  excess  of  the  maximum  weight  of  such 
luggage  allowed  by  such  regulations  ?  (2.)  Fail- 
ing this,  will  he  favourably  consider  the  altera- 
tion of  the  railway  tariff  so  as  to  enable  trout 
and  game  to  be  forwarded  by  anglers  and  sports- 
men to  their  friends  at  some  such  rates  as- 
the  following :  Trout  or  game,  any  station  to 
any  station,  not  exceeding  141b.  in  weight,  6d. ; 
over  141b.  and  not  exceeding  281b.,  Is. ;  and  so 
on  in  proportion  for  greater  weights  than  281b.  t 
The  question  was  one  of  very  considerable  in- 
terest to  a  large  number  of  persons,  in  the 
South  Island  especially.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  experiment  of  the  acclimatisation  of 
fish  had  been  productive  of  very  successful  re- 
sults. When  ne  said  that  one  man  with  his 
own  rod  alone  had  taken  out  of  the  Opihi  River 
in  one  season  nearly  a  ton  weight,  the  House 
could  appreciate  the  value  of  the  acclimatisa- 
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-tion  of  fish  in  the  country.  There  were  many 
persons  who  caught  a  large  number  of  fish  who 
would  like  to  be  able  to  send  the  fish  to  their 
friends  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and 
would  do  so  if  they  could  forward  their  pre- 
sents at  a  moderate  charge  for  carriage.  The 
rate  of  freight  he  proposed  would,  he  believed, 
pay  the  Railway  Department  very  well,  and 
make  the  railways  popular  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  that,  so  far  as  he  could 
gather,  the  regulations  with  regard  to  the 
carriage  of  luggage  were  more  liberal  in  New 
Zealand  than  those  in  force  in  any  of  the 
Australian  Colonies.  The  first  part  of  the 
•question  was  with  regard  to  allowing  people  to 
•carry  merchandise  as  luggage.  Of  course,  if 
that  were  allowed,  people  from  the  country 
-districts  could  come  to  town  and  take  their 
stores  home  by  rail,  and  by  so  doing  the  rail- 
ways would  lose  a  certain  amount  of  freight, 
■and  country  storekeepers  who  paid  railway 
freights  would  complain.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  unwise  to  make  any 
.alteration  in  that  respect.  With  regard  to  the 
second  part  of  the  question,  that  a  reduction 
should  be  made  in  the  tariff  for  game,  he  might 
say  that  only  recently  the  following  rates  were 
gazetted  for  game,  dead  rabbits,  and  fresh  fish : 
Not  exceeding  71b.,  6d.  for  any  distance.  As 
an  illustration  of  that  be  might  say  that  for 
•Cd.  a  person  could  take  71b.  of  game  or  fish 
from  Christchurch  to  Invercargill.  Then,  for 
over  71b.  and  under  141b.  the  rate  was  Is.,  and 
for  over  141b.  and  up  to  281b.  Is.  6d.,  for  any 
•distance.  These  charges,  he  thought,  were 
very  liberal,  and  he  did  not  see  his  way  to 
make  any  further  alteration. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  when  this  was 
•done. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— Not  very  long  ago. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  if  it  was  since  the 
-question  had  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— No,  a  month  before   . 

Major  STEWARD.— That  is  to  say,  about  a 
month  after  I  first  interviewed  you  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

STRACHAN'S  SIDING  CATTLE-YARDS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether  he  has  received  a  memorial, 
signed  by  a  large  number  of  farmers  in  the 
•district,  praying  for  the  erection  of  cattle-yards 
at  Strachan's  Siding,  on  the  Oamaru-Kurow 
line ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  take  steps  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  memorialists  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  a  petition  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  settlers  in  the  district  applying 
for  yards.  He  might  say  he  had  received  a 
large  number  of  applications  from  settlers  in 
different  places  asking  for  cattle-yards.  He 
had  been  unable  to  grant  all  the  applications ; 
bat  in  some  cases,  where  the  people  had  said 
they  were  badly  wanted,  he  had  made  proposals 
whereby  they  should  pay  half-cost.  In  several 
instances  they  had  complied  with  this ;  and  in 
this  case  the  same  proposal  would  be  made, 
4Uid  if  the  settlers  were  prepared  to  pay  half 
the  coat  the  department  was  prepared  to  erect 
•cattle-yards. 


RANGITATA  RIVER. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  has  received  any  com- 
munication from  the  Ashburton  Acclimatisa- 
tion Society  on  the  Bubject  of  the  expediency 
of  providing  for  access  to  the  Rangitata  River, 
in  the  interest  of  tourists  and  resident  fisher- 
men ;  and,  if  so,  will  the  necessary  steps  be 
taken  to  insure  such  access  ?  In  this  cose  per- 
sons were  cut  off  from  access  to  the  Rangitata 
River.  There  were  two  reserves — one  No.  99, 
and  the  other  No.  2880— which  were  leased  to 
Mr.  John  Stud  holme,  and  the  lessee  would  not 
allow  any  person  to  cross  them  to  get  to  the 
river.  There  were  two  roads  which  gave  access 
to  the  river  at  a  considerable  distance  apart, 
and  there  were  no  places  where  people  could 
camp  except  on  the  river-bed.  A  number  of 
gentlemen  came  every  year  from  Australia  for 
the  purpose  of  fishing  this  river,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  secretary  of  the  Ashburton 
Acclimatisation  Society,  who  had  brought  this 
under  his  notice,  and  he  thought  the  Minister 
would  Bee  that  something  ought  to  be  done. 
The  conditions  of  the  lease  to  Mr.  Studholme 
provided  that  the  Government  could  at  any 
time  cancel  it  at  twelve  months'  notice,  and 
he  suggested  to  the  Minister— he  knew  some 
correspondence  had  taken  place  on  the  matter 
— that  that  notice  should  be  given,  and  a  new 
lease  be  drawn  up  giving  right  of  access  to  the 
river.  He  was  sure  it  would  give  great  satis- 
faction. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  communications 
had  been  received  from  the  Acclimatisation 
Society  at  Ashburton  on  the  subject,  and  he 
had  asked  for  a  report  on  the  matter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  there  was  a  reserve  leased  to  Mr. 
Studholme  and  that  he  also  had  a  freehold. 
By  the  possession  of  a  freehold  and  the  occupa- 
tion of  this  reserve  he  was  in  a  position,  if  he 
desired  to  do  so,  to  prevent  the  traffic,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  honourable  gentleman.  If  he 
found  the  honourable  gentleman's  statement 
was  correct,  and  that  Mr.  Studholme  would 
not  allow  access  to  the  place  referred  to,  he 
(Mr.  McKenzie]  would  use  the  power  which 
he  possessed  of  terminating  the  lease  within 
twelve  months. 

PARLIAMENT  GROUNDS  GATE. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Government, 
Whether,  having  regard  to  the  convenience  of 
the  residents  of  the  Tinakori  Road  district, 
they  will  reconsider  their  decision,  and  direct 
that  the  Sydney  Street  gate  to  the  Parliament- 
ary Grounds  be  left  unlocked  all  the  year  round? 
Some  local  inconvenience  had  arisen  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter;  and,  if  it  was  not 
possible  to  keep  the  gate  open  all  night,  perhaps 
the  Minister  might  see  his  way  to  return  to  the 
old  hour — namely,  half-past  ten. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  from  the  experience 
which  they  had  had,  and  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  safety  of  the  buildings  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  grounds,  he  thought  they  might 
rather  have  gone  in  the  direction  of  restricting 
instead  of  widening  the  privilege.    In  the  case 
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of  valuable  wooden  buildings  like  these,  it  was 
very  well  to  give  the  public  the  convenience  of 
passing  through  the  ground  within  reasonable 
limits,  but  to  say  that  they  should  leave  the 
grounds  open  to  every  one  all  night,  or  even 
till  late  at  night,  was,  in  his  opinion,  very  un- 
desirable. » 

COST  OF  PRISONERS. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice,  Will  he  explain  why  it  is  that  prisoners  in 
the  Hokitika  Prison  last  year  cost  the  State  an 
average  of  £160  18s.  7d.,  while  in  Nelson  Prison 
the  cost  was  £41  5s.  6d. ;  Napier,  £44  18s.  2d. ; 
Auckland,  £46  lis.  lOd. ;  Lyttelton,  £45  Is.  8d. ; 
and  the  average  cost  for  the  whole  colony, 
£49  4s.  lOd.  ?  What  steps,  if  any,  does  he  pro- 
pose taking  to  lessen  the  expenditure  on  cost 
of  prisoners  by  utilising  their  labour  to  make 
our  prisons  self-supporting,  or  as  nearly  so 
as  possible?  In  reading  through  the  Prisons 
Report  he  could  not  help  contrasting  the  dif- 
ference in  the  cost  of  maintaining  prisoners  in 
the  different  gaols.  Going  into  the  figures 
carefully,  and  comparing  them  with  the  cost 
of  each  prisoner  in  1884,  he  found  the  follow- 
ing result : — 


1804. 

1884. 

in- 
crease. 

De- 
crease. 

Hokitika 
Nelson 
Napier 
Auckland     ... 
Lyttelton     ... 
Dunedin 

£    a.  d. 
160  18    7 
41    5    6 

44  18    2 
46  11  10 

45  1    8 
52  16    8 

£    a.  d. 
Ill  17    7 
82  15    8 
66  10    0 
49  10    5 
54  17    7 
63    3    5 

£    s.d. 
49    1    0 

£   s.  d. 

41  i'6    2 
21  11  10 
3    8    7 
9  15  11 
10    6    9 

Average    ... 

49    4  10     55    9    9 

|    6    4  11 

It  appeared  that  each  prisoner  last  year  in 
the  Hokitika  Gaol  cost  on  an  average  for  super- 
vision and  maintenance  the  enormous  sum  of 
£160  18s.  7d.  He  admitted  that  the  number 
of  prisoners  in  the  Hokitika  Gaol  was  very 
small,— and  that  showed  that  the  people  in 
that  district  were  of  a  law-abiding  character ; 
therefore  ho  would  urge  on  the  Minister  the 
necessity  of  closing  this  gaol  altogether.  If 
there  were  prisoners  at  Hokitika  who  required 
to  be  incarcerated,  it  would  be  less  expensive 
to  transfer  them  to  Nelson  or  to  Wellington. 
In  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  question, 
he  found  that  the  earnings  of  the  prisoners 
for  1884  were  equal  to  £10  15s.  4d.  each, 
while  in  1894  they  equalled  £11  19s.  5d.,  an 
increase  of  £1  4s.  Id. ;  iu  other  words,  that  the 
labour  of  each  prisoner  in  the  different  gaols 
was  equal  to  4s.  7d.  a  week,  and  that  the  cost 
of  each  prisoner  was  19s.  a  week.  He  would 
therefore  point  out  to  the  Minister  the  neces- 
sity for  looking  into  the  management  of  the 
different  prisons,  to  see  if  something  could  not 
be  done  so  as  to  increase  the  earning-power  of 
the  prisoners,  with  a  view  of  making  them  self- 
supporting,  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible. 

Mr.   REEVES  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  dealt  with  this  subject  in  so  very  able 
and  exhaustive  a  manuer  that  to  some  extent 
Mr.Seddon 


he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  had  sup- 
plied an  answer  to  his  own  question.  It  was- 
the  case  that  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago 
the  cost  per  head  of  the  prisoners  in  the 
Hokitika  Gaol  was  less  than  it  was  at  present. 
Curiously  enough,  however,  since  that  part  of 
the  colony  had  been  represented  by  the  Pre- 
mier the  criminal  statistics  had  steadily  fallen,, 
and,  with  possibly  the  solitary  exception  of 
the  "land  of  peace  and  Plenty"  surrounding 
Whakatane  to  which  he  had  referred  that 
afternoon,  the  people  of  Westland  were  the 
most  honest,  pure,  peaceable,  and  law-abiding, 
citizens  in  the  colony.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  consequence  of  the  apparently  large 
cost  per  head  of  the  prisoners  in  the  Hokitika 
Gaol,  suggested  the  closing  of  the  gaol.  That 
the  Government  hoped  to  do  in  a  few  years, 
when  they  were  quite  certain  that  crime  would 
have  ceased  in  those  parts.  At  present,  how- 
ever, there  were  a  certain  number  of  men  who 
were  committed  to  custody  for  a  few  hours 
or  a  few  days,  and  if  there  were  no  gaol  there 
at  all  they  would  have  to  be  conveyed,  say,  to 
Nelson  if  committed  for  a  short  period,  and  if 
committed  for  a  long  period  they  would  pro- 
bably have  to  be  taken  on  to  Wellington.  The 
cost  of  that  would  be  very  considerable  —  so- 
considerable  that  he  doubted  whether  there 
would  be  a  saving. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— What  about  the  prison 
labour  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  every  effort  was  made  to 
employ  the  5*24  prisoners  as  profitably  as  pos- 
sible. 

MIDDLE  DISTRICT  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  are  aware  that  the  Council  of  the 
Middle  District  University  appears  to  be  under 
the  impression  that  there  is  a  reserve  of 
10,000  acres  in  the  Taranaki  Provincial  Dis- 
trict set  apart  for  university  purposes ;  and 
will  they  take  steps  to  remove  the  false  im- 
pression by  informing  the  Council  that  the 
endowment  is  set  aside  for  secondary  educa- 
tion within  the  Provincial  District  of  Taranaki, 
and  cannot  be  applied  to  the  support  of  a 
Wellington  institution  ?  He  was  very  glad  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs  were  present,  as  they  were 
members  of  the  Council.  He  asked  this  ques- 
tion as  a  guardian  of  publio  interests,  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  inform  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  reserve  had  already  been  set  aside 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  afraid  there  was  a 
little  jealousy  in  this  matter.  The  information 
which  he  possessed  showed  that  this  reserve 
of  10,000  acres  had  been  reserved  in  1879  under 
the  provisions  of  "  The  University  Endowment 
Act,  1868,"  and  the  proceeds  at  the  present 
time  were  being  paid  into  a  special  account, 
called  the  Colonial  University  Account.  He 
was  not  aware  that  the  Council  of  the  Middle 
District  University  hoped  to  become  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Colonial  University.  Of  course,  if 
any  demand  was  made  upon  the  Government 
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in  regard  to  this  endowment,  they  would  have 
to  consult  the  House  on  the  matter. 


3.80. 


TARANAKI-AUCKLAND  STOCK- 
DRIVING. 
Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  If  he  will  make  provision  by 
setting  apart  ten  acres  every  fifteen  miles  along 
the  Mimi-Mokau  Road,  and  from  Awakino  on  to 
Auckland,  as  reserves  for  the  purpose  of  grazing 
and  paddooking  stock  and  cattle  while  being 
driven  from  Taranaki  to  Auckland,  while  the 
land  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  ?  He 
thought  this  would  be  a  very  wise  provision,  as 
there  would  be  a  very  large  number  of  cattle 
driven  along  these  roads,  and  it  would  be  a 
wise  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  if 
these  reserves  were  made  at  certain  distances 
along  the  route. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  this  land  belonged  to  the  Natives,  and 
therefore,  until  the  Government  got  it  into 
their  possession,  they  could  not  make  these 
reserves.  He  admitted  the  wisdom  of  making 
these  reserves,  and  steps  would  be  taken  to  do 
that  when  the  lands  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  Government. 

BULLER  MAORIS. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If 
he  will  communicate  with  Dr.  McDonnell  with 
a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  he  would 
undertake  the  duty,  as  medical  praotioner,  of 
attending  the  Maoris  in  the  Buller  district, 
Middle  Island? 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  no  communication  had 
been  received  by  the  department  from  any  one 
on  the  subject.  The  best  plan  would  be  for 
some  of  the  principal  Maoris  concerned  to  make 
tome  definite  proposal  to  the  Government,  set- 
ting out  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  what  they 
were  prepared  to  do  themselvee. 

GRASS-SEED  FOR  GOVERNMENT 
LAND. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  If  it  is  true  that  in  February  last 
the  Crown  Lands  Commissioner  in  Auckland 
called  for  tenders  for  the  supply  of  grass-seed 
to  be  sown  on  Government  land  or  on  land 
under  his  administration,  and  that  the  said 
Commissioner  accepted  a  tender  £40  above  the 
lowest  tender  ?  If  so,  why  ?  He  did  not  iden- 
tify himself  with  this  matter  in  any  way,  but 
he  bad  had  a  newspaper  put  into  his  hand 
where  it  was  stated  that  what  was  mentioned 
in  the  question  was  the  case.  He  would  read 
the  following  letter  which  he  had  received  on 
the  subject : — 

"Dear  Smith,  —  Re  grass -seed.  Referring 
to  the  newspaper  cutting  I  handed  you,  please 
note  the  facts.  In  February  last  the  Govern- 
ment, through  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands,  Auckland,  advertised  for  tenders  for 
grass-seed.  We  duly  forwarded  tenders,  and, 
having  a  considerable  quantity  of  cooks- 
foot  and  other  sort  at  command,  we  were 
enabled  to  offer  it  at  a  fairly  low  price.  The 
quality  of  the  Beeds  at  our  disposal  we  knew 


to  be  first-rate;  and  for  clovers,  Ac.,  we  had 
secured  the  best  obtainable,  through  Messrs. 
Levin  and  Co.,  a  house  of  high  standing.  After 
waiting  some  time,  and  with  a  view  to  not 
missing  a  good  market,  we  inquired  of  the 
Commissioners  whether  the  matter  was  de- 
cided. We  received  a  reply  to  the  effect  that 
it  had  been  referred  to  the  Surveyor-General, 
but  that  it  was  not  likely  our  tender  would  be 
accepted.  Nor  was  it.  There  lately  appeared 
the  paragraph  you  have.  If  this  be  true,  then 
there  seems  to  be  a  screw  loose  somewhere. 
I  have  not  seen  the  results  of  the  tender,  but 
I  can  scarcely  credit  that  the  Government 
would  sanction  proceedings  in  this  way.  It 
would  be  a  great  satisfaction  if  you  could  get 
satisfactory  information  on  this  point,  and,  if 
there  is  no  truth  in  the  report,  its  denial  would 
strengthen  the  Government.  I  know  you  will 
do  what  you  can  to  upset  trickery,  if  it  exists, 
and  to  let  the  truth  see  light.  —  Yours  faith- 
fully, Alfred  Weller." 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  very  glad  to  find  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  identify  himself 
with  this  matter,  because  the  explanation  which 
he  was  able  to  give  about  it  was  so  satisfactory 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  clearly 
see  there  were  no  grounds  for  the  statements 
that  had  been  made.  The  reason  the  lowest 
tender  was  not  accepted  was  that  the  grass-seed 
was  not  so  good, \ or  so  well  dressed,  or  so  clean 
as  the  grass-seed  that  was  accepted.  There 
was  no  article  which  it  was  more  important  to 
farmers  to  have  of  good  quality  than  grass-seed. 
They  knew  that  if  they  sowed  bad  grass-seed 
they  could  not  expect  to  have  good  grass  or  a 
good  crop.  It  was  most  important  that  they 
should  always  have  the  best  article  they  could 
procure,  and  it  was  because  this  grass  seed  was 
not  so  good  or  clean  that  the  tender  was  not 
accepted. 

CHARITABLE  AID. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  Premier,  Whether, 
in  the  event  of  the  Local  Government  Bill  not 
passing  into  law  this  session,  he  will  introduce 
some  measure  to  relieve  local  bodies  from  the 
incubus  of  charitable  aid  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion would  be,  he  thought,  that  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  increase  our  statute  -  book  by 
placing  upon  it  laws  which  would  be  subject 
to  repeal  next  year  by  the  passing  of  the  Local 
Government  -Bill ;  and  it  was  possible  that 
that  Bill  would  be  passed  this  session.  Mem- 
bers seemed  to  him  to  be  very  much  inclined  to 
stop  till  Christmas,  and  he  hoped  there  would 
be  no  necessity  for  passing  the  Bill  in  question. 

BINDER-TWINE,  ETC. 
Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer, — (1.)  Will  he  explain  the  following 
passage,  on  page  22  of  the  Budget:  "As 
Canada  is  a  large  manufacturer  and  exporter 
of  binder-twine,  ropes,  and  cordage,  the  com- 
petition which  will  ensue  in  this  country  in 
that  industry  will  remove  any  friction  that 
may  have  existed,  and  insure  at  least  a  fair 
value  upon  this  article  "  ?  (2.)  What  artiele  is 
referred  to  ?    (3.)    How  does  he  reconcile  thia 
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statement  with  the  statement  in  Table  No.  11, 
attached  to  the  Budget,  that  during  the  year 
referred  to  Canada  exported  only  three  thou- 
sand pounds'  worth  of  cordage  more  than  was 
imported,  while  no  twine  or  binder-twine  was 
exported,  but  thirty-five  thousand  pounds'  worth 
was  imported?  The  Treasurer  would  admit 
there  was  a  difference  between  the  statements 
in  the  two  portions  of  the  Budget,  and  he  would 
express  a  hope  that  at  an  early  date,  if  the 
Treasurer  intended  to  proceed  with  the  Cana- 
dian treaty,  he  would  bring  down  amended 
tables  showing  the  actual  position  as  compared 
with  the  incorreot  one. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  statement  in  the 
Financial  Statement  was  made  upon  informa- 
tion which  was  furnished  to  him  in  writing 
whilst  he  was  in  Canada.  He  might  say  that 
the  fullest  information  would  be  furnished  to 
honourable  members  before  the  resolution  was 
submitted  to  the  House. 

MOULDINGS  AND  PICTURE-FRAMES. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Why  in  the  new  tariff  mouldings  are  charged 
20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  whole  picture- 
frames  at  the  same  rate  of  duty?  It  was 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Trea- 
surer could  see  his  way  to  make  some  differen- 
tial duties  in  regard  to  these  articles  when  the 
House  was  in  Committee  on  the  tariff. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  picture-mouldings  had 
been  dutiable  at  the  same  rate  for  many  years. 
The  only  difference  was  that  previously  15  per 
cent,  was  charged,  whereas  now  the  duty  was 
20  per  cent.  He  would  look  into  the  matter 
mentioned-™  the  honourable  gentleman's  ques- 
tion before  the  Tariff  Bill  came  down. 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
Whether  data  have  been  prepared  by  the  Cus- 
toms Department  showing  what  would  be  the 
effect  on  the  revenue  of  charging  duty  on  the 
value  at  last  port  of  shipment,  and  of  omitting 
the  duty  at  present  charged  on  packages ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  lay  such  information  on 
the  table  for  the  guidance  of  members  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  in  1888,  when  the  pro- 
posal to  exclude  the  value  of  packages  from  the 
value  for  duty  in  the  case  of  goods  charged  at 
ad  valorem  rates  was  under  consideration,  it 
was  estimated  that  the  loss  of  revenue  would 
amount  to  £9,000  approximately,  if  the  con- 
cession were  made.  No  estimate  had  been 
made  as  to  what  the  effect  on  the  revenue 
would  be  if  duty  were  charged  on  the  value  at 
the  port  of  shipment.  He  understood  that  in 
many  oases  shippers  invoiced  f.o.b.  at  the  port 
of  shipment  at  the  same  price  at  which  they 
sold  goods  at  the  place  of  manufacture.  The  in- 
crease of  revenue  would  arise  principally  in  the 
case  of  shipments  from  Germany  and  America. 
Hitherto  nearly  all  such  shipments  had  been 
invoiced  f.o.b.  at  Hamburg  or  New  York,  but 
there  was  a  growing  tendency  to  invoice  goods 
from  those  places  at  manufacturing  prices  with 
the  addition  of  a  sum  supposed  to  represent 
inland  freight  to  Hamburg'  or  New  York,  the 
Mr.  Q.  W.  Russell 


correctness  of  which  there  was  no  means  of 

verifying. 

TAURANGA  POST-OFFICE. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  Whether  he  intends  to  make  the  post- 
office  at  Tauranga,  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  a 
chief  office  for  that  district?  He  might  say 
that  he  was  informed  that  a  good  deal  of  in- 
convenience was  felt  by  persons  drawing  money 
out  of  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  having  to 
wait  a  long  time  for  the  money,  and  he  hoped 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  see  his  way 
to  make  the  post-office  at  Tauranga  a  ohief 
office  for  the  district. 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  was  no  intention  at 
present  of  creating  the  Poverty  Bay  district  a 
separate  postal  district,  with  Tauranga  as  the 
chief  post-office.  Neither  the  importance  of 
the  district  nor  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank 
business  warranted  this.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  it  would  be  practicable  to  reduce  the  time 
within  which  withdrawals  could  be  made  by 
depositors  at  some  of  the  outlying  post-offices. 
Tauranga  and  other  offices  on  the  East  Coast 
were,  however,  much  in  the  same  position  as 
scores  of  Savings- Bank  offices  in  other  districts 
situated  some  distance  from  chief  post-offices, 
with  only  weekly  or  twice-weekly  mails.  It 
might  also  be  stated  that  there  had  been  a 
decided  falling -off  in  the  postal  business  at 
Tauranga,  and,  so  far  as  the  Savings-Bank 
branch  was  concerned,  Opotiki  was  the  only 
office  which  showed  a  material  increase  of  de- 
posits. If  it  should  be  decided  to  allow  with- 
drawals to  be  made  by  telegraph — the  question 
was  again  under  consideration  —  this  would 
most  effectually  meet  the  oase  of  all  offices 
similarly  situated  to  those  in  the  Poverty  Bay 
district. 

VOLUNTEERS  ENTERING  PERMANENT 
FORCES. 

Mr.  BUDDO  asked  the  Government,  As  a 
moans  for  doing  away  with  the  struggle  of 
some  of  our  young  colonists  to  get  appointed 
to  the  Permanent  Artillery  and  Torpedo  Corps, 
and  as  affording  extra  training  and  encourage- 
ment to  our  Volunteer  Force,  would  they  take 
into  consideration  the  question  of  appointing 
men  to  the  Permanent  Forces  from  the  Volun- 
teer corps  of  the  colony,  the  term  to  be  for  one 
year  only,  and  appointments  to  be  made  from 
voluntary  applications,  at  the  expiry  of  his 
term  the  Volunteer  to  be  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  his  former  company  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  proposed  plan  were  insuperable.  The 
Permanent  Militia  was  a  small  force  which 
had  to  maintain  all  necessary  stores  and  equip- 
ments for  the  forts  and  submarine  mining 
stations,  to  instruct  Volunteers,  and  to  be 
able  to  take  all  the  principal  positions  in  the 
work  required  for  the  defence  of  our  ports ;  and, 
under  these  circumstances,  the  necessarily 
high  state  of  efficiency  required  could  not  be 
obtained  under  the  plan  proposed.  The- class 
of  training  in  the  Permanent  Militia  would 
not  be  a  suitable  one  for  Volunteers  of  some 
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branches  of  the  service,  and  there  would  not 
lie  any  means  by  which  it  could  be  insured 
that  the  Volunteers  would  return  to  the  corps 
from  which  they  had  been  enrolled  into  the 
Permanent  Militia.  He  knew  how  much 
honourable  members  were  troubled  by  young 
men  who  were  desirous  of  getting  into  the  Per- 
manent Artillery,  and  he  thought  the  most 
-effective  way  of  stopping  this  would  be  to 
reduce  the  payment  from  5s.  and  5s.  6d.  a 
-day  to  88.  6d.t  and  then  they  would  not  be 
troubled  by  so  many  who  desired  to  enter 
the  Permanenl  Artillery.  At  the  present  time 
-they  were  the  best  paid  of  any  artisans  and 
labouring- men  in  New  Zealand.  Taking  them 
All  round,  they  were  too  well  paid,  and  he  had 
under  consideration  regulations  for  reducing 
4he  pay  they  at  present  received. 

REGISTERING  BIRTHS  IN  COUNTRY 
DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Government,  If,  for 
the  convenience  of  residents  in  remote  country 
•districts,  provision  cannot  be  made  by  which 
births  can  be  registered  through  the  local  Sub- 
Postmasters,  who  may  forward  certified  parti- 
culars to  the  Registrar  of  Births  ? 

Mr.  WARD  paid  this  was  a  matter  which  was 
receiving  careful  consideration.  It  was  very 
important  that  the  arrangements  made  should 
be  as  perfect  as  those  that  existed  at  the  large 
•centres.  He  recognised  the  inconvenience  that 
was  felt  in  remote  places,  and  he  would  see  if 
Arrangements  could  be  made  to  give  effect  to 
the  honourable  gentleman's  request. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  AND 
BANKING  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
-Council  insisting  upon  their  amendments  in 
this  Bill,  and  transmitting  their  reasons  for  so 
insisting. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  Mr.  T. 
Mackenzie,  Major  Steward,  Mr.  Seddon,  and 
Mr.  Ward  were  appointed  Managers  of  a  Con- 
ference. 

„  oq         Mr.   Ward  brought  up  the  report 
of  the  Conference,  which  was  as  fol- 
Jows : — 

"  The  Managers  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  conduct  the  Conference  on 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Bill 
have  the  honour  to  report  that  they  have  met 
the  Managers  appointed  by  the  Legislative 
-Council,  and  they  have  agreed  as  follows — 
namely : — 

"  As  to  clause  81 :  The  Managers  of  the 
-Council  and  the  House,  being  unable  to  agree 
as  to  the  privilege  claimed  by  the  House,  it 
was  decided,  considering  the  urgency  of  the 
Bill  becoming  law,  to  deal  with  that  amend- 
ment on  its  merits.  The  amendment  of  the 
■Council  is  accepted  with  the  addition  of  these 
words  :  After  the  words  *  by  it,'  line  51,  insert 
'subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Governor  in 
-Council.'  This  proceeding  not  to  be  drawn 
into  a  precedent,  or  to  be  held  to  be  a  waiver 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 

"As  to  clause  37:    Clause  to  be  restored, 


subject  to  the  following  amendments  :  In  line 
48,  strike  out  *  fourteen,'  and  insert  '  ten ' ;  in 
line  52,  strike  out  *  fourteen,'  and  insert '  ten  ' ; 
and  in  line  3,  page  11,  after  4  Order  Paper/ 
insert '  of  either  House ' ;  and,  in  the  same  line, 
strike  out  *  fourteen,'  and  insert  *  ten ' ;  in  the 
same  line,  after  the  word  '  or,'  insert '  not  later 
than.' 

11  As  to  clause  54 :  The  House  accepts  the 
amendments  of  the  Council.  The  Managers 
of  the  two  Chambers  unanimously  agree  that 
the  question  should  be  dealt  with  in  a  separate 
Bill. 

"  As  to  clause  56 :  The  clause  is  reinstated, 
with  the  addition  thereto  of  the  following 
proviso :  *  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  clause 
shall  prevent  the  granting  of  an  overdraft  to 
any  company  to  which  any  such  director  or 
any  member  of  either  such  Board  or  any  such 
official  may  belong:  Provided,  further,  that 
this  section  shall  not  come  into  operation  until 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-six.'" 

Mr.  WARD.— I  move,  Sir,  That  the  amend- 
ments be  agreed  to.  In  making  that  motion 
I  desire  to  point  out  to  the  House  what  the 
nature  of  the  amendments  is.  The  first  amend- 
ment that  is  proposed  will  be  found  on  page  8 
of  the  Bill,  in  clause  31.  After  the  words, 
"  Out  of  the  income,  or  otherwise  out  of  the  • 
assets,  under  the  control  of  the  Board  there 
shall  be  paid  by  it,"  it  will  then  read  with 
these  words  inserted  :  "  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Governor  in  Council,"  who  will  have  the 
right  to  say  what  salaries  shall  be  paid  under 
that  section.  Under  the  agreement  come  to 
by  the  Conference  there  is  a  restoration  of  the 
salaries  to  the  amount  of  £1,500,  which  was  the 
former  amount :  that  is  one  of  the  Council's 
amendments  which  we  have  agreed  to  recom- 
mend the  House  to  assent  to.  On  the  other 
more  important  points  of  the  Bill  the  privilege 
of  the  House  has  been  maintained.  In  clause 
37  the  recommendation  is  that  this  clause  be 
restored  with  a  minor  amendment— namely, 
41  ten  "  instead  of  "  fourteen  "  :  that  is  the  limit 
of  time — namely,  ten  days  plus  four  days— that 
was  originally  intended  for  the  contract  of  sale 
to  lie  on  the  table  of  the  House.  This  we  have 
assented  to.  Then,  with  reference  to  clause  54 
— that  is,  the  clause  dealing  with  the  disposal  of 
any  land  which  was  possessed  by  any  bank  as  a 
mortgage — that  has  been  struck  out,  the  reason 
for  the  recommendation  being  that  it  covers  so 
very  large  and  important  matter,  and  one  that 
ought  to  come  down  as  a  separate  Bill,  and 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Conference  was 
that  independent  legislation  on  this  matter 
should  be  introduced.  It  was  also  recognised 
that  it  was  too  large  and  general  a  subject  to 
be  properly  dealt  with  in  a  clause  in  this  Bill. 
Consequently  it  will  have  to  be  a  matter  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House  in  the  form  of 
a  special  Bill.  With  regard  to  the  only  other 
amendment — that  in  clause  56 — the  clause  is 
restored ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  there  is  a 
proviso  put  in  that,  while  rendering  it  impos- 
sible for  a  director  of  any  banking  institution 
to  obtain  an  overdraft  from  it,  yet,  if  he  be  a 
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member  of  a  company,  that  shall  not  prevent 
the  company  from  obtaining  accommodation. 
It  would  not  be  fair  that  such  a  company 
should  suffer  from  the  director's  connection 
with  the  bank  should  it  require  any  accom- 
modation in  carrying  on  business.  I  do  not 
think  it  was  the  intention  when  the  Bill 
passed  through  this  House  that  such  a  strong 
limitation  should  be  embodied  in  it.  It  now 
applies  only  to  the  individual  director.  Neither 
is  any  member  of  the  Assets  Realisation  Board 
allowed  to  have  an  overdraft  in  the  institu- 
tion. On  the  whole,  I  think  the  House  will 
see  that  in  all  these  matters,  as  in  all  im- 
portant matters  in  respect  to  which  there 
have  been  important  differences  between  the 
two  Chambers,  the  representatives  of  this 
House  have  wisely  agreed  to  compromise  some 
minor  matters ;  and  upon  more  important  mat- 
ters, on  which  the  House  desired  to  remain 
firm,  the  Council  has  assented  to  our  wishes. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  will  not  say  anything  now, 
but  we  might  take  this  opportunity  for  afford- 
ing to  those  members  who  desire  to  speak  on 
the  Bank  Bill  that  opportunity  which  they 
missed  on  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Before  passing  on  to 
that,  I  should  just  like  to  say  I  do  not  alto- 
gether like  the  idea  of  compromising  on  the 
.question  of  the  privileges  of  the  House.  You 
ruled,  Sir,  this  afternoon  that  the  privileges  of 
the  House  were  infringed  by  another  place, 
and  I  think  the  members  of  this  House  should 
be  very  jealous  in  guarding  the  privileges  of  the 
House  in  every  way,  and,  after  your  emphatic 
ruling,  I  question  the  wisdom  of  the  Managers 
in  waiving  that.  With  reference  to  the  clause 
for  placing  the  contract  before  Parliament,  it 
says  *•  either  House."  Are  we  to  understand 
that  it  is  only  necessary  to  consult  one  House  ? 

Mr.  WARD.-No;  both  Houses. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  not  clear  as  to  what 
Standing  Order  was  referred  to. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— That  is  all  I  wish  to 
say  on  the  matter.  I  am  afraid,  in  waiving 
the  question  of  privilege,  we  may  possibly  be 
establishing  a  precedent  that  may  be  used 
against  us  on  some  future  occasion. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  may  be  permitted  to  refer  to 
the  question  of  privilege.  I  desire  to  say  we 
have  made  precisely  the  same  reoommendation 
that  we  made  on  the  question  of  privilege  last 
year.  We  are  not  giving  way  at  all.  We  are 
suggesting  that  the  privileges  of  this  House 
should  be  maintained. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  think  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  fill  honourable 
members  with  derision,  it  is  so  absurd.  The 
idea  of  its  not  being  a  waiver  of  our  privileges 
is  absurd.  Last  year  we  gave  way  to  the  Coun- 
cil on  a  somewhat  similar  point  in  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Bill,  and  this  year  we  give  way 
again  on  a  question  of  privilege  as  to  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  the  Council  that  gave 
way  on  the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill. 

Dr.   NEWMAN. — Can  any  one  who  knows 

what  went  on  at  the  Conference  believe  that 

the  Council  fought  this  matter  merely  for  the 

sake  of  securing  £500  for  one  or  two  unknown 

Mr.  Ward 


parties — that  those  honourable  gentlemen  in 
another  place  were  so  chivalrous  and  sym- 
pathetic that  they  struggled  and  struggled  to- 
obtain  that  ?  The  thing  is  absurd.  The  only 
reason  for  their  determination  was  their  desire 
to  assert  their  privileges  as  against  us  with 
regard  to  amending  these  money  Bills.  That 
object  they  achieved  last  year,  and,  as  they  have 
reachieved  it  this  year,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  they  will  find  it  still  easier  to  do  so  in  the 
future.  I  do  not  think  they  have  deluded  any 
sensible  man  in  this  House  as  to  that.  The 
least  that  can  be  said  is  that  they  made  a- 
strong  fight  certainly  for  asserting  their  privi- 
leges, and  of  course  they  have  won.  As  regards 
clause  37,  I  think  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that 
the  conditions  of  sale  are  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  I  cannot  see  why  the  pur- 
chase of  another  bank  should  not  come  before 
the  House.  I  suggest  to  the  Premier  and  the 
Colonial  Traasurer,  who  say  they  are  against 
amalgamation,  that  in  my  opinion,  speaking 
quite  dispassionately,  amalgamation  is  prefer- 
able to  purchase,  and  for  this  reason  :  after 
amalgamation  a  very  large  number  of  people 
holding  shares  in  the  Colonial  Bank  would  at 
once  take  their  accounts  to  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  and  keep  a  continuing  interest  in  the 
bank ;  whereas  now  you  buy  them  out  you  sepa- 
rate every  one  of  those  shareholders  from  the 
bank,  and  they  will  not  bring  their  business 
to  it.  I  think  it  would  have  been  a  very  great 
deal  better  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  have 
insisted  on  amalgamation,  for  the  sake  of  the 
bank.  No  doubt  we  shall  buy  the  Colonial 
Bank,  but  the  private  accounts  of  people  at  the 
bank  will  not  be  bought  in  the  same  way  as  we 
buy  the  pigs  and  sheep,  the  horses  and  cattle, 
of  the  Estates  Company.  People  will  not  take 
their  accounts  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  in 
that  way.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  Minis- 
ters are  not  to  have  the  power  to  ratify,  but  the 
House.  That,  I  think,  will  be  satisfactory  to- 
all  of  us.  As  regards  clause  54, 1  think  it  must 
be  admitted  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  have  that  provision  made  the  subject  of 
another  Bill.  Advances  have  been  made  freely 
by  other  banks  under  the  existing  law  upon 
land,  and  therefore  I  think  it  would  have 
been  unwise  to  put  in  this  section.  With  the 
principle  of  clause  54  I  quite  agree;  no  sane 
man  can  doubt  that  it  is  a  very  excellent  prin- 
ciple, and  I  hope  the  Government  will  find 
time  this  session  to  bring  such  a  Bill  in. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— One  Banking  Bill  is  more 
than  sufficient  for  one  session. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— The  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  trying  since  last  Tuesday  to  put  this 
Bill  through,  and  I  think  we  deserve  a  holiday 
when  we  put  it  through  its  remaining  stage. 
With  reference  to  clause  36,  while  I  am  glad  to 
see  it  restored,  I  think  the  director  of  a  bank 
should  keep  his  private  account  in  some  other 
bank.  That  is  a  wholesome  rule  ;  but  I  regret 
that  the  House  has  had  to  give  way  to  the 
Council  upon  an  extension.  I  admit  there  must 
be  compromises  in  these  cases ;  but  I  think  it 
is  a  pity  that  directors  of  banks,  who  are  also- 
directors  of  companies,  should  be  able  to  give* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.]        Bank  of  New  Zealand       [HOUSE.] 


and  Banking  Bill. 


27" 


advances  to  such  companies  out  of  bank  funds. 
It  lays  the  thing  open  to  objection.  It  has  been 
found  by  experience  in  other  banks  that  it  is 
highly  desirable  to  maintain  a  large  coin  reserve. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  too  late  to  make 

g revision  for  it  now,  or  to  reserve  it  for  the  next 
ill.  That,  at  any  rate,  is  a  very  important 
thing,  and  has  been  found  to  be  so  in  regard  to 
the  Bank  oC  England.  They  had  kept  their 
coin  reserve  as  low  as  ten  or  eleven  millions, 
and,  finding  that  to  be  disastrous,  they  now 
keep  up  to  forty  or  fifty  millions  in  their 
coffers;  and  I  consider,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  are  so  many  accounts  in  this  bank, 
there  should  be,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  weekly  returns  of  the  coin  reserves, 
and  that  we  should  insist  on  much  larger  coin 
reserves  in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  than 
there  have  been  in  the  pant. 

Mr.  PIRANL— I  should  like  to  ask  whether 
we  are  able  to  vote  for  the  amendments  sepa- 
rately, or  whether  they  must  be  taken  as  a 
whole. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  report  of  the  Confer- 
ence must  be  taken  as  a  whole,  and  agreed  to 
or  disagreed  with  as  the  House  thinks  fit. 

g  0  Sir  R.  S  T  O  U  T.— I  think  that  per- 
'  haps  it  is  better  the  House  should 
accept  the  amendments  made,  because  it  seems 
to  me  hopeless  otherwise  to  get  the  Bill  through. 
I  think  the  House,  whatever  opinion  it  may 
have  about  the  Bill,  would  be  glad  now  to  have 
it  settled.  Still,  I  would  point  out  that,  so  far 
as  section  31  is  concerned,  the  House  has  prac- 
tically surrendered  its  privileges ;  and  this  is 
the  second  occasion  on  which  it  has  conceded 
the  right  to  alter  a  money  clause.  It  is  by 
gradual  concessions  of  this  character  that  the 

frivileges  of  the  House  are  practically  waived, 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  this  should  be 
done.  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  strike  out 
section  31  altogether,  and  to  leave  the  ques- 
tion of  the  emoluments  to  come  up  hereafter. 
Section  37  before  amendment  was  not  gram- 
mar nor  common-sense.  But  now  it  has  been 
made  unmeaning.  The  proviso  is,  "Provided 
nevertheless  that  if,  within  a  period  of  ten 
days,  notice  of  motion  is  given  dissenting  from 
such  contract,  such  notice  of  motion  shall  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Order  Paper  of 
either  House."  Now,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
that?  I  venture  to  say  that  no  person  can 
tell  what  it  means.  Say  that  notice  was  given 
in  this  House:  does  it  mean  that  it  may  be 
placed  first  on  the  Order  Paper  of  the  Coun- 
cil? It  must  mean  that,  for  it  says  "either 
House."  It  is  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Order  Paper  of  either  House.  Surely  it  is  not 
creditable  to  our  Legislature  that  we  should 
pass  such  an  absurd  clause  as  this.  It  is  not 
only  not  English,  it  is  not  sense.  I  defy  any 
person  to  interpret  it  and  say  what  it  means. 
I  again  repeat  that  it  will  fulfil  the  provision 
of  the  proviso  if  the  notice  of  motion  is  given 
in  this  House,  and  then  put  at  the  top  of  the 
Order  Paper  in  the  Council.  In  that  case  this 
proviso  would  be  satisfied.  Then,  it  says,  "  until 
the  decision  of  such  House  " :  that  would  mean 
the  decision  of  the  House  that  had  it  at  the  top 


of  the  Order  Paper.  It  might  never  come  be- 
fore this  House  at  all,  and  the  result  would  be, 
supposing  the  Council  favoured  amalgamation* 
it  might  decide  in  favour  of  it,  and  this  House 
might  never  have  a  chance  of  considering  it  at 
all.  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  my  sugges- 
tion has  not  been  accepted  fully— namely,  that 
it  should  be  by  sanotion  of  the  Governor  in 
Council,  and  only  allowed  if  the  buying  bank 
took  shares — that  is,  took  a  risk  in  the  bank 
itself.  I  think  that  was  the  proper  thing  to  do, 
and  I  hope  that,  if  the  contract  is  laid  on  the 
table,  there  will  be  some  provision  for  the  sell- 
ing bank  taking  shares  in  what  would  be  a  joint 
concern.  If  not,  it  seems  to  me  a  peculiar 
position  in  which  the  bank  is  placed— that  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  should  have  to  pay  away 
capital  for  the  purchase  of  another  bank.  As- 
to  the  seotion  dealing  with  other  banks,  it  ma/ 
be  wise  to  bring  that  down  in  a  separate  Bill, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  this  House 
if  that  Bill  is  not  brought  down  this  year  and 
passed  this  year,  because  I  do  not  think  it 
ought  to  be  asked  to  waive  clause  54  if  a  Bill  is 
not  brought  down  applicable  to  all  the  banks  in 
the  colony.  As  to  the  Canadian  Act,  it  is  true 
the  Canadian  Act  is  a  long  one,  and  deals  with 
other  things.  Besides  this  provision,  the  pro- 
viso added  to  seotion  56  seems  to  me  to  be  en- 
tirely unnecessary.  This  section  56  could  not 
apply  to  the  company's  overdrafts  at  all  if  a- 
bonk  director  was  also  a  director  of  that  com- 
pany. Therefore  there  is  no  need  for  having 
that  proviso  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  McGOWAN. — I  had  intended  saying  a> 
few  words  on  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill, 
but  I  will  not  now  do  so,  out  of  consideration 
for  the  time  that  has  been  lost  over  the  Con- 
ference. But  I  do  wish  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  throwing- out  of  this  clause  54. 
Each  member  of  the  House  will  no  doubt  pick 
out  certain  portions  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill 
and  consider  them  more  or  less  important.  To 
my  mind,  this  was  the  one  clause  that  would 
have  secured  in  the  future  the  stability  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  because  it  has  been 
through  that  clause,  or  some  such  clause,  not 
being  in  the'  Banking  Act  that  this  institution 
has  been  allowed  to  get  into  the  position  in 
which  it  is  now.  For  the  Managers  to  give  way 
in  this  matter  shows,  to  my  mind,  that  they  did 
not  really  grasp  the  position  ;  and  the  way  the 
Bill  has  been  brought  down  now  dealing  with 
this  matter  is  not  dealing  fairly  with  the  House 
on  this  question,  for  this  reason  :  We  have  no 
certainty  that  such  a  Bill  as  promised  is  going 
to  be  passed,  or  that  it  could  be  carried.  There 
is  no  oertainty  of  carrying  a  Bill  with  this 
clause  in  it,  and  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  is 
in  the  same  position  as  it  was  when  corruption 
was  growing,  with  this  exception :  that  we  have 
now  the  appointment  of  some  officers,  in  whom 
we  have  confidence.  That  is  the  difference  that 
exists  so  far  as  the  manager  of  the  bank  is 
concerned.  The  position  is  the  same  so  far  as- 
the  bank  directors  are  concerned.  The  power 
to  deal  in  this  way  is  not  altered  one  iota, 
except  in  so  far  as  certain  officers  are  now 
connected  with  the  bank.    I  am  Borry  to  see 
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that  the  Managers  gave  way,  as  I  think  that 
4he  House  should  insist  on  having  clause  54 
maintained  in  this  Aot. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  regret  very  much  the  deci- 
sion that  has  been  come  to  in  respect  to  clause 
31.  The  sum  voted— £1,000— for  the  services 
of  three  directors  was  ample  for  all  practical 
purposes.  The  administration  *of  the  Assets 
-Company's  estates  would  almost  solely  depend 
on  the  manager,  who  must  be  competent,  and 
a  man  who  would  necessarily  be  paid  a  good 
salary,  and  give  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the 
work.  The  work  on  this  Board  will  only  be 
of  a  consultative  character.  The  members  of 
the  Board  might  have  to  meet  on,  say,  one 
or  two  days  in  the  week  for  a  couple  of  hours 
to  deal  with  proposals  in  respect  to  the  estates 
-of  the  company,  and  generally  to  direct  the 
manager.  But  it  would  be  only  a  very  small 
portion  of  their  time  that  would  he  occupied 
with  the  business  of  the  Board.  They  would 
be  people  engaged  in  business  or  otherwise,  and 
to  give  them  £500  apiece  is  simply  throwing 
«way  money,  for  what  object  I  cannot  imagine. 

Mr.  WARD.— It  does  not  follow  that  they 
would  get  £500  apiece. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Well,  there  is  £1,500  voted 
for  three  people,  and  I  say  it  is  altogether 
'beyond  legitimate  remuneration,  and  I  can 
scarcely  avoid  suspecting  that  the  insertion  of 
this  amendment  by  the  Upper  House  is,  as 
honourable  members  have  pointed  out,  done 
with  the  intent  to  sap  the  privileges  of  this 
House  in  respect  of  money  Bills.  As  the 
•amendment  has  no  possible  merit,  I  cannot  but 
think  that  it  is  aimed  at  our  privileges.  In 
■so  far  as  section  87  is  concerned,  the  objection 
stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  is,  as  he  pointed  out, 
iatal,  since  this  notice  of  motion  might  be  put 
on  the  Order  Paper  but  it  would  never  come 
up  for  consideration.  The  Premier  is  very 
•clever  at  avoiding  questions  that  are  put  on  the 
Order  Paper.  Look  at  my  Porirua  motion :  it 
has  been  even  partially  debated,  but  it  has 
never  got  to  the  top  again,  and  it  never  will  be 
considered.  Then,  as  to  clause  54 :  that  ought 
to  be  confined  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
'There  was  no  need  for  its  being  widened  to  in- 
clude all  the  banks,  because  the  other  banks 
•are  under  special  Acts  and  charters,  and  we 
have  no  right  to  deal  with  them  in  the  way 
we  are  dealing  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
in  which  the  colony  has  now  a  preponderant 
interest ;  and  we  ought  certainly  to  have 
these  safeguards,  because  in  the  past  their 
absence  has  led  to  a  huge  accumulation  of 
property,  which  does  require  to  be  guarded 
against.  The  Council  ought  not  to  have  been 
given  the  privilege  of  throwing  out  that  feature 
of  the  Bill.  Clause  56  was  introduced  at  my 
instance,  and  I  am  sorry  that  it  is  altered.  I 
•can  quite  understand  it  is  desirable  that  if  the 
•director  is  a  shareholder  of  another  company 
that  ought  not  to  be  a  disqualification ;  but  if 
a  man  is  a  director  of  a  bank  he  ought  not 
to  be  able  to  give  an  overdraft  to  another 
•company  in  which  he  is  also  a  director,  for 
(that  equally  opens  the  door  to  corruption.  The 
Mr.  McOowan 


granting  of  overdrafts  to  directors,  and  to  com- 
panies in  whioh  directors  were  prominently 
interested,  has  been  very  prominent  in  .the 
history  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  it 
has  been  a  feature  elsewhere  in  banking  where 
mischief  has  occurred.  Last  month,  when  the 
City  of  Melbourne  Bank  collapsed,  amongst 
others,  its  directors  had  overdrafts  amounting 
in  all  to  about  £50,000,  and  its  general  manager 
to  about  £20,000.  That  seems  to  be  the  plight 
of  this  institution ;  and  I  think  a  bank  is  all 
the  better  managed  if  its  directors  are  substan- 
tial men  who  do  not  need  overdrafts.  The 
directors  ought  not  to  get  overdrafts  for  them- 
selves, directly  or  indirectly,  or  for  firms  with 
which  they  are  connected,  from  this  institu- 
tion. All  these  amendments  of  the  Council 
tend  to  weaken  the  efficiency  of  the  Bill.  The 
House,  I  presume,  will  assent,  since  the  altera- 
tions seem  to  have  Ministerial  approval.  I 
very  much  regret  that  that  is  so,  and,  if  a  divi- 
sion is  called  for,  shall  be  glad  to  vote  in  sup- 
port of  these  clauses  staying  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  I  am  sure 
there  has  a  feeling  of  relief  come  to  honourable 
members  that  at  last  there  is  a  possibility  of 
this  Bill  passing.  I  need  only  Bay  that,  as  far 
as  the  Government  are  concerned,  we  shall  not 
be  sorry  to  hear  you  pronounce  the  decision 
of  the  House  that  the  report  of  the  Conference 
has  been  agreed  to.  Any  one  who  has  had 
any  experience  in  attending  Conferences  of 
Managers  of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature 
must  know  the  great  difficulties  that  are  ex- 
perienced. .1  told  the  House  this  morning 
that  I  should  go  to  that  Conference  and  do 
battle  for  this  House  and  for  the  privileges  of 
the  House,  and  maintain  as  far  as  I  could 
the  Bill  as  it  was  originally  sent  from  this 
House  to  another  place.  And,  Sir,  I  stand 
here  now  and  say  that  I  did  my  best,  and  I 
think  that  what  we  have  gained  at  that  Con- 
ference will  entitle  us  at  all  events  to  the 
thanks  of  honourable  members  who  hold  very 
strong  views  upon  the  points  that  have  been 
retained.  What  has  been  lost,  Sir,  is  a  mere 
nothing,  and  I  will  point  that  out  in  a  few 
minutes.  I  will  take  first  of  all  clause  31. 
Well,  it  has  been  contended  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
that  we  have  in  this  given  away  the  privileges 
of  the  House.  We  have  done  nothing  of  the 
kind.  Sir,  I  am  blessed  with  a  good  memory. 
The  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  what 
took  plaoe  last  session;  but,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  contended  at  that  time  that  the 
contentions  of  the  Council  were  correct,  and 
that  they  had  not  at  all  gone  beyond  their 
privileges  in  what  they  claimed.  The  honour- 
able member  on  that  occasion  was  supporting 
the  Legislative  Council  in  their  contentions.  I 
was  on  that  Conference,  fighting  for  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  aiding  and  abetting  in  taking  them 
away. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  was  not  on  the  Conference. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  the  honourable  member 
was  not  one  of  the  Managers  of  the  Conference, 
but  he  was  in  attendance  at  the  Conference, 
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and  he  was  well  represented  on  the  Conference, 
— very  well  represented.  At  all  events,  at  that 
time  what  was  the  decision  ?  We  fought  so 
valiantly  that  the  other  party  receded.  They 
•aid,  *'  We  will  give  way,  but  note  that,  though 
we  waive  our  claim  on  this  occasion,  it  is  not  to 
appear  as  a  precedent  or  waiver."  That  was  the 
result  of  the  battle  on  the  question  of  the  pri- 
vileges last  session.  On  this  occasion  there  is 
this  difficulty,  however:  Every  authority  was 
quoted.  The  case  is  well  known  of  the  harbour 
tolls  and  duties  on  which  it  is  claimed  that 
the  House  of  Commons  conceded  their  rights. 
That  was  against  our  Managers  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  and,  further  than  that,  it  was  contended 
that  this  clause  had  reference  to  moneys  being 
paid  by  the  Estates  Board  and  not  by  the 
oolony — that  the  contingency  of  the  revenue 
from  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  being  touched 
was  very  remote  indeed.  Sir,  I  contended  on 
behalf  of  the  House  that  there  being  a  con- 
tingency, although  remote,  that  a  burden  might 
be  placed  upon  the  people  strengthened  our 
position.  There  was  an  interference  with  our 
privileges ;  but  we  were  placed  in  this  position : 
in  connection  with  this  question  as  between 
the  two  Houses,  the  Managers  for  the  Council 
agreed  to  admit  that  on  our  proceeding  to  de- 
liberate on  the  merits  of  the  amendment  the 
same  should  not  be  held  as  a  precedent,  or  held 
to  be  a  waiver  of  the  privileges  of  this  House. 
The  legal  profession  have  a  term  which  they 
apply  under  such  circumstances — that  we 
should  allow  it,  as  regards  both  parties,  "  with- 
out prejudice."  So  far  we  have  not  lost  any- 
thing :  but  now  what  have  we  gained  ?  Both 
Houses  are  prepared  to  trust  the  Government. 
The  amount  before  was  to  have  been  fixed  by 
the  Assets  Board:  now  it  is  only  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Board  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Governor  in  Council.  It  is  the  Government 
now  who  have  to  fix  the  amount  to  be  paid, 
and  the  responsibility  rests  upon  us.  We  know 
the  voice  of  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  we  know  how  far  they  are  prepared  to  go, 
and  I  think  the  amount  ultimately  fixed  will 
meet  with  the  approval  of  members — at  all 
events,  when  the  matter  comes  up.  I  hold 
very  strong  views  on  the  matter.  I  believe, 
myself,  that  the  other  evening  it  was  suggested 
that  £1,250  should  be  the  sum  paid— not  ex- 
ceeding that — and  I  believe  if  this  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  there  would  be  a  majority 
who  would  agree  to  this  compromise.  But  at 
all  events,  now  that  the  responsibility  is  cast 
upon  us,  it  is  not  likely  that  we  shall  give 
more  than  the  gentlemen  who  are  appointed 
are  worth ;  and  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the 
appointment  of  the  gentlemen  as  to  what  we 
shall  pay  them.  At  all  events,  I  think  the 
House  need  not  find  fault  with  the  Managers 
in  respect  to  clause  81.  I  think  we  scored  dis- 
tinctly on  that.  We  did  nothing  to  prejudice 
our  privileges,  and  at  the  same  time  we  asked 
the  members  of  the  House  to  trust  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  trust  never  was  betrayed.  Now 
we  come  to  clause  87.  With  respect  to  this 
olause,  and  the  amendment  to  the  proviso,  I 
admit  that  they  were  drafted  somewhat  badly, 


and  in  the  very  early  hours  of  the  morning — I 
think  at  a  time  when  the  honourable  the  senior- 
member  for  Wellington  City  had  retired  to  his 
virtuous  couch.  Had  he  been  here  I  am  quite 
sure  he  would  have,  as  he  always  does,  made- 
the  amendment  grammatical — almost  as  per- 
fect as  the  Middle  District  University  Bill. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Or  clause  21  of  the  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  it  has  been  alleged 
that  that  was  drafted  by  a  member  of  the 
legal  profession,  so  that  may  account  for  its  not- 
being  intelligible.  I  take  it  that  what  we  have 
done  in  this  provisio  is  this :  We  have  said  that, 
when  a  member  of  either  House  places  on  the 
Order  Paper  of  either  House  a  notice  of  motion 
challenging  this  purchase,  then,  without  any 
other  order  or  authority  except  that  of  the 
statute-law,  the  Clerk  of  Parliament  will  place 
it  at  the  head  of  the  Order  Paper;  and  I  say,, 
in  respect  to  the  gentleman  holding  that  posi- 
tion, or  of  yourself,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  say  that  it 
would  not  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Order 
Paper  is  casting  a  reflection  upon  the  officers 
of  the  House.  However,  during  this  session 
have  we  not  had  brought  up,  time  after  time, 
the  matter  of  returns  ordered  by  Aot  to  be- 
laid on  the  table  ?  And  I  say,  in  connection 
with  a  matter  which  will  involve  a  very  large 
sum  of  money,  to  say  that  any  member  in  the 
House,  or  in  the  Council,  would  not  be  allowed 
to  bring  forward  his  motion  is  more  a  reflec- 
tion on  the  officers  of  the  House  than  on  those 
who  are  responsible  for  drafting  this  clause. 
Then,  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
still  adheres  to  this  proposal :  that  in  the  pur- 
chase it  should  be  by  way  of  shares  in  lieu  of 
cash.  I  opposed  myself  last  year,  and  still 
hold  that  I  was  correct  in  opposing,  amalgama- 
tion. As  to  the  proposed  amalgamation  of  last 
year,  each  bank  was  to  value  the  assets  of  the 
other.  There  is  a  Scotch  phrase  which  meets 
the  case— I  think  it  is,  "  You  claw  my  back, 
and  I'll  claw  yours."  This  was  very  properly 
objected  to.  I  think  you  will  find  that,  when  it 
oomes  to  straight-out  purchase,  the  selling  in- 
stitution will  have  its  own  doubtful  assets,  and 
it  must  leave  the  bad  and  doubtful  securities 
to  be  realised  by  the  company  and  by  the  share- 
holders. The  loss  must  fall  on  them.  But 
where  it  has  been  left  to  Government  officers,, 
and  has  to  be  approved  by  the  President,  who  is 
a  Government  officer — where  the  Government  of 
the  day  is  responsible, — and  beyond  the  Govern- 
ment is  the  fact  that  the  agreement  of  pur- 
chase has  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
— that  has  a  restraining  influence.  If  it  were 
simply  a  question  of  taking  shares,  and  taking 
over  the  whole  of  the  assets,  you  run  a  risk  of 
being  saddled  with  doubtful  assets  from  other 
institutions,  which  has  been  the  great  cause 
of  loss  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I 
have  no  fear  as  the  Bill  now  stands.  I  am 
entirely  opposed  to  the  purchase  condition- 
ally on  taking  payment  therefor  in  shares. 
As  to  taking  shares  being  the  means  of 
bringing  business  to  the  bank,  many  of  the 
shareholders  are  not  doing  business  with  the 
bank  at  all.    The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  is  to- 
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be  separated  from  the  Estates  Company,  and 
when  the  law  is  passed  power  is  given  to  in- 
crease its  capital ;  and  when  confidence  is  re- 
stored its  husiness  ought  to  increase,  and  will 
prosper  without  the  necessity  of  forcing  people 
into  it  by  means  of  taking  shares.  Now,  as 
regards  sections  58  and  54, 1  will  admit  there  is 
great  force  in  the  contentions  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And  his  views  are  echoed 
by  the  member  for  Inangahua;  and  I  may 
tell  both  those  honourable  gentlemen  that 
I  believe  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  members  of 
this  House  are  of  opinion  that  a  banking  in- 
stitution doing  business  in  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  should  not  for  any  lengthened  period 
hold  freehold  or  real  estate  and  prevent  settle- 
ment, for  the  results  in  the  end  have  been  dis- 
astrous to  the  institutions  themselves.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
B.  Stout)  himself  suggested,  at  a  very  early 
period  of  the  passing  of  the  Bill  through  the 
House,  that  this  matter  should  be  dealt  with 
by  a  separate  Bill;  and,  going  carefully  into 
the  matter,  I  find,  though  dealt  with  in  clause 
54,  it  is  not  dealt  with  fully.  I  question,  if 
we  leave  it  as  it  now  stands,  if  it  will  be  of 
any  use.  I  therefore  say  the  proper  way  to 
deal  with  it  is  to  deal  with  it  separately,  and 
in  a  comprehensive  way,  and  in  such  a  way  as 
to  benefit  these  institutions  and  not  injure 
them.  I  must  say  that  during  my  short  time 
as  Premier  I  have  had  quite  sufficient  of  bank- 
ing legislation,  and  I  shall  be  very  loth  indeed 
to  touch  another  Banking  Bill.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  knowing  it  to  be  the  general  wish  of 
the  House,  however  unpleasant  it  may  be,  when 
time  permits  the  Ministry  will  have  to  deal 
with  this  matter,  and  give  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  it. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— This  session  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Nelson  asks,  "This  session?"  Well,  consider- 
ing we  have  the  Local  Government  Bill  and  the 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Bill,  considering  we  have  the 
tariff,  unless  honourable  members  go  round  and 
produce  to  me  a  round -robin  to  say  they  are 
prepared  to  stay  here  until  Christmas  I  can- 
not give  a  pledge  that  we  shall  do  it  this 
session.  But  I  tell  honourable  gentlemen 
where  the  safeguard  lies.  Under  seotion  53 
the  balance-sheet  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
has  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House.  The 
balance-sheet  of  the  Estates  Company  has  also 
to  be  prepared  in  suoh  a  way  as  the  Governor 
in  Council  may  direct.  This  being  the  case, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  watch 
closely,  under  the  Bank  Act  of  last  session,  the 
management  and  business  done  by  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand ;  and,  knowing  what  has  been  the 
cause  of  the  loss  to  the  bank  in  the  past,  there 
will  be  responsibilities  cast  on  the  Government 
of  the  day  to  see  that  we  do  not  permit  it 
again  to  drift  into  the  unfortunate  position  in 
which  we  find  it.  I  think  there  so  far  is  a 
safeguard.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  we  shall 
.later  on  have  to  deal  with  it  as  suggested  by 
the  Conference.  It  has  been  said  by  some  that 
Mr.  Seddon 


we  ought  to  amend  clause  54  so  as  to  make  it 
apply  specially  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
If  we  did  that  it  would  be  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  as  compared  with 
other  banks;  and  therefore  I  do  not  think 
it  wise  to  do  bo.  It  would  be  better  to  bring 
in  legislation  dealing  with  the  whole  of  the 
banking  institutions  trading  in  the  colony  than 
to  restrict  it  only  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
I  have  nothing  further  to  add  except  with  re- 
gard to  section  56.  The  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  said  this  should  not  apply — 
that  the  clause  originally  drafted  did  not  apply 
— to  directors  who  might  be  shareholders  in  a 
oorporate  company.  There  was  a  doubt  as  to 
whether  it  should  not  so  apply.  It  was  held  it 
should  not  apply  to  directors  who  were  partners 
in  a  firm,  but  we  were  successful  in  getting  the 
clause  through  with  a  proviso  excepting  direc- 
tors of  corporate  companies,  and  in  doing  this 
under  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  Disqualifica- 
tion Act ;  and  we  say  under  that  Act  members 
of  the  House  go  into  business  within  the  colony, 
and  the  Act  could  not  apply  to  them  ;  and  we 
thought  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  to  say  that,  where  its  directors 
were  members  of  corporate  companies,  their 
particular  companies  should  not  be  allowed 
to  have  an  overdraft.  I  think  that  would 
o  on  be  restrictive  in  its  application.  This 
'  brings  me  to  the  point  I  desire  to  make 
clear.  The  other  evening  —  a  reference  has 
been  made  to  it  elsewhere — I  Bee  the  old  Roman 
hand  which  I  have  oft  times  met  in  different  cir- 
cumstances— I  notioe  that  reference  has  been 
made  to  a  statement  made  by  me  in  the  House. 
That  statement  I  will  repeat.  A  member  who 
was  questioning  the  appointment  of  the  Ser- 
jeant-at-Arms, and  yet  who  on  the  motion  I 
made  supported  the  Government,  and  who 
should  have  been  the  last  to  question  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  course  he  was  taking 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  not  the  Premier  refer- 
ring to  a  former  debate  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  am  referring  to  what  ap- 
peared in  the  Press.  However,  I  suppose  this 
is  the  last  occasion  on  which  we  shall  be  able 
to  speak  on  this  legislation ;  and,  in  conclusion, 
I  desire  to  say  that  many  twho  opposed  this 
measure  have  done  so  from  purely  conscien- 
tious motives.  And  then,  again,  I  would  say 
that  the  great  majority  who  have  supported  it 
have  supported  it  from  a  pure  sense  of  duty  to 
the  country  and  to  the  people.  I  believe  that 
we  have  done  the  best  that  we  oould  do  under 
the  circumstances.  We  had  to  select  one  of 
two  evils.  In  the  course  selected,  with  an  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  our  produce,  with  careful 
management  on  the  part  of  those  now  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  the  institution,  with 
the  warnings  of  the  past  before  them,  and  in 
view  of  the  past  and  present  legislation — I  say, 
under  the  whole  of  these  circumstances,  I  feel 
fairly  satisfied  that  we  shall  be  able  to  state 
next  session  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  is 
in  a  secure  position ;  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  further  assistance  or  legislation.  I  hope  the 
balance-sheet  of  the  institution,  when  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House,  will  give  an  assurance 
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to  honourable  members,  and  will  show  a  very 
much  improved  condition  of  affairs.  I  con- 
clude by  saying  that  dire  disaster  would  have 
overtaken  this  country  if  this  legislation  had 
not  been  passed,  and  I  believe,  myself,  a  oalamity 
has  been  averted.  In  getting  this  measure 
through  Parliament,  I  can  say  that  no  more 
important  or  grave  responsibility  has  ever  been 
oast  upon  the  country,  with  the  contingent 
liabilities  involved.  I  now,  in  my  concluding 
remarks,  say  that  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  have  risen  to  the  occasion,  they  have 
done  their  duty,  and  I  trust  the  results  will  be 
satisfactory  to  all. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  should  be 
called  upon  to  do  so.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Premier  never  can  epeak  without  referring  to 
the  past  about  myself,  and  without  making 
misstatements  in  respect  to  it.  He  has  said  in 
the  House  to-night  that  I  said  that  the  privi- 
leges of  our  House  were  not  interfered  with  last 
year  when  we  passed  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act.  I  said  the  very  opposite,  and  voted  against 
the  motion  because  our  privileges  were  inter- 
fered with.  If  honourable  members  will  turn 
to  Hansard,  Volume  86,  page  782,  they  will  see 
the  gist  of  what  I  said.  It  was. given  in  the 
third  person,  and  I  will  read  it  as  it  is  : — 

"  Sir  R.  Stout  did  not  intend  to  discuss  the 
-question  of  privileges  on  these  various  Bills. 
So  far  as  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  was  con- 
cerned, the  House  oould  claim  its  privileges  in 
respect  to  clause  89,  because  an  almost  iden- 
tical case  with  this  arose  in  1888,  in  connection 
-with  the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Act  of  that  year. 
Both  Lord  Chancellor  Halsbury  and  Lord  Ash- 
bourne held  that  the  Lords  had  no  power  to 
alter  a  clause  which  was  the  converse  of  this. 
-Clause  89  allowed  new  claims  to  come  under 
the  Bill,  while  the  proposed  amendment  in  the 
House  of  Lords  was  to  exclude  new  claims. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  in  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  the  privileges  of  the 
House  had  been  interfered  with." 

And  further  on,  dealing  with  other  Bills,  I 
spoke  to  the  same  effect : — 

44  He  was  not  going  to  deal  with  the  wider 
question  of  whether  or  not  the  privileges  of  the 
House  had  been  invaded  in  some  of  these  Bills. 
To  do  that  would  require  more  than  the  half- 
bour  limit." 

And  so  on.  I  also  said  our  privileges  were 
threatened,  and,  as  a  consequence,  I  voted 
against  the  amendment,  and  I  was  one  of  the 
few  who  did.  The  division  was  forty-three 
to  twelve,  and  I  was  one  of  the  twelve.  Not 
*  single  Bill  came  before  the  House  last  year 
with  regard  to  whioh  did  I  ever  say  that  the 
Council  had  done  right,  and  that  the  House 
bad  not  surrendered  its  privileges.  I  have 
looked  up  the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  evidently  did  not  make 
myself  clear.  I  never  referred  to  what  the 
honourable  member  said  in  the  House:  I  re- 
ferred to  what  the  honourable  member  did  at 
the  Conference. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
•Conference. 


Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
was  not  a  Manager  of  the  Conference,  but  he 
was  at  the  Conference  all  the  same.  It  was 
what  took  place  at  and  during  the  Conference 
I  was  alluding  to. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— I  dissent  from  the 
report  of  the  Conference.  I  have  no  intention 
of  referring  to  its  various  clauses,  because 
other  members  will  do  so  ;  but  if  an  amend- 
ment is  proposed  I  will  vote  for  it,  even  if  it  has 
only  two  or  three  in  its  favour.  I  have,  how- 
ever, something  of  a  general  character  to  say 
before  this  Bill  passes  away  from  us  to-night. 
After  what  has  occurred  it  appears  to  me  it  is 
necessary  to  have  a  "  riding  of  the  marches  " : 
some  of  us,  in  the  topsy-turvydom  sprung  upon 
us,  want  to  know  where  we  are.  I  have 
strenuously  opposed  the  Bill  from  first  to  last, 
and  I  feel  that  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Saturday  night  finished  the  worst  day's  work 
its  members  ever  did.  I  say  so  deliberately, 
with  a  full  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  what  I 
am  saying,  and  I  say  it  more  in  sorrow  than  in 
anger.  And  here  let  me  refer  to  the  remarks 
made  from  time  to  time  impugning  the  sincerity 
of  those  who  differed  from  the  Government. 
We  have  been  told,  Sir,  that  members  sat  in 
their  seats  until  they  saw  a  safe  majority  in 
the  Ministerial  lobby,  and  then  they  became 
"  Noes."  The  Minister  of  Lands  *  watched 
them.  Well,  I  am  a  plain  man,  but  I  am  just 
as  independent  as  any  of  the  gentlemen  sitting 
upon  the  Ministerial  benches,  perhaps  more 
so.  I  would  much  rather  have  gone  into  the 
lobby  with  them,  although,  after  what  has 
taken  place,  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  care 
so  much  about  it  again;  but  I  have  a  duty 
to  discharge  to  my  constituents  and  to  the 
country  of  my  adoption  whioh  guides  me  in 
these  matters,  and  there  I  stand.  What  has  a 
majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives  done  ? 
Iteration  is  wearisome,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  wearisome.  I  will  state  the  position  in  a 
single  sentenoe.  This  Bill  lays  large  liabili- 
ties— indefinite  liabilities — on  the  taxpayers 
of  this  colony.  That  much,  I  presume,  will 
be  granted  by  Ministers  themselves.  We  are 
told  by  the  Treasurer  that  the  scheme  is  a 
complicated  one — not  easy  to  be  understood. 
Whatever  else  we  may  doubt,  there  is  no  doubt 
on  that  point.  The  scheme  is  complicated. 
But  has  it  never  occurred  to  my  honourable 
friend  that  honest,  straightforward  schemes 
— schemes  that  seek  directly  to  effect  their 
purpose — are  never  difficult  to  understand? 
that  it  is  only  persons  who  affect  to  be  small 
Talleyrands  and  Machiavellis  who  indulge  in 
complicated  schemes?  I  do  not  charge  the 
Treasurer  with  concocting  this  scheme.  It  was 
manipulated  and  made  ready  to  his  hand.  He 
has  only  the  misfortune  of  fathering  it.  But  it 
is  an  obscure,  tortuous  scheme,  made  so  pur- 
posely to  conceal  and  yet  carry  out  its  objects  ; 
and  it  is  a  bitter  bad  scheme  for  the  country, 
from  beginning  to  end.  Why,  then,  the  Trea- 
surer asks,  did  not  some  of  us  propose  a 
scheme?  What  opportunity  had  we  of  pro- 
posing any  soheme?  A  dozen  schemes  could 
have  been  proposed.     They  would   not  have 
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suited  the  bank  bo  well,  but  they  would  have 
suited  the  country  so  much  better.  The  Go- 
vernment afford  no  opportunity  to  members  of 
this  House  of  proposing  schemes ;  their  friends 
have  not  even  the  opportunity  of  making  sug- 
gestions to  them.  They  sit  "aloft  in  awful 
state,"  like  half  a  dozen  Alexanders,  and  fancy 
that  what  they  propose  will  be  accepted  be- 
cause they  propose  it.  The  idea  is  a  great  mis- 
take. I  observe  that  whenever  the  Premier  gets 
into  a  dilemma  he  does  not  go  for  counsel  to  any 
of  his  friends — he  rushes  off  to  the  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  and  tells  him  his  trouble.  I  wish 
him  luck  of  his  choice.  And  when  he  announces 
to  this  House  that  he  has  consulted  Captain 
Russell,  as  if  that  were  a  fine  thing  to  do,  he 
little  knows  the  opinion  which  members  gene- 
rally form  regarding  it.  And  this  brings  me  to 
<  another  point :  The  Premier  and  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  have  been  very  emphatio  all  through 
this  wretohed  business  about  the  high  honour 
of  the  Joint  Committee,  and  its  noble  attitude 
of  being  above  party.  The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, Sir,  is  quite  a  hero  in  their  eyeu,  and  I 
have  been  expecting  an  interesting  tableau  on 
the  floor  of  this  House — of  the  Premier  falling 
upon  the  bosom  of  Captain  Russell  and  weeping 
in  the  ecstacy  of  hero-worship.  Why,  Sir,  the 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  is  only  true  to  his 
politics  and  his  traditions.  The  Conservative 
party  have  always  stuck  to  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  Financial  rings  and  corners  and  syn- 
dicates have  always  been  part  of  their  policy. 
It  did  not  require  the  figures  of  the  bank's 
officers  to  convince  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
or  the  representatives  of  capital  in  the  Upper 
House  that  the  bank  should  be  supported.  The 
Government  were  playing  direotly  into  their 
hands.  And  all  this  talk  about  rising  to  the 
occasion  is  the  most  unmitigated  "  buncombe." 
There  has  only  been  sinking,  falling— an  easy 
descent  to  Avernus.  When  I  am  told  that  this 
is  not  a  party  question,  I  want  to  know  what  a 
party  question  is.  The  whole  of  the  speaking 
during  the  past  week  was  to  me  a  mass  of 
contradictions  and  inconsistencies — confusion 
worse  confounded.  For  my  part,  speaking  of 
party,  I  know  exactly  where  I  am.  I  belong 
to  the  people  —  the  common  people.  Their 
interests  are  my  interests,  and  I  am  always 
with  the  man  or  the  party  that  stands  up  for 
the  common  people.  Well,  Sir,  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  has  always  been  opposed  to  the 
interests  of  the  oommon  people — positively  and 
avowedly  opposed  to  those  interests  when  it 
had  the  power ;  and  now,  when  deprived  of 
power,  it  yet  seeks,  negatively  and  indirectly, 
to  maintain  the  same  policy.  In  connection 
with  this  point  another  thing  may  be  noted. 
Members  will  remember  that  in  Committee 
Ministers  made  themselves  conspicuous  by  the 
advocacy  of  high  salaries.  Even  the  Minister 
of  Lands  took  up  the  well-worn  Tory  cry,  "  If 
you  want  a  good  man  you  must  pay  him  a  high 
salary."  What  does  it  mean?  It  does  not 
mean  what  he  supposes — namely,  that  you  can 
buy  the  thing  you  want :  it  means  that  a  high 
salary  will  put  the  man  into  a  certain  class  or 
caste  whose  expenditure  is  higher  than  that  of 
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ordinary  mortals.  It  means  attempting  to  per- 
petuate a  class.  A  man  only  requires  a  certain 
reasonable  sum  to  maintain  himself  and  his- 
family  in  comfort  —  every  man  ought  to  have 
that ;  but  all  beyond  such  reasonable  sum  goes- 
to  the  maintenance  of  class,  to  luxury,  and  the 
worship  of  wealth.  All  this  wars  against  the 
first  principles  of  an  enlightened  democracy^ 
I  am  astonished,  I  am  grieved  to  think  that 
honesty  has  fallen  so  low  in  the  estimation  of 
many  members  of  this  House  that  they  sup- 
pose it  can  be  bought  with  money.  "An 
honest  man,  though  e'er  sae  poor,  is  king  of 
men  " ;  and  he  will  be  honest  whatever  hie 
wages,  under  all  circumstances  and  in  all  situa- 
tions ;  and  a  dishonest  man  will  be  dishonest 
even  if  you  pay  him  with  a  king's  ransom. 
The  Government — not  the  Parliament,  for  it 
was  not  consulted — has  given  high  salaries — 
improperly  and  exorbitantly  high  salaries,  as  I 
think — to  the  chief  officers  of  this  bank.  I  do- 
not  know  these  gentlemen.  I  am  most  willing: 
to  believe  that  they  are  the  highly  respectable 
and  plodding  officers  their  friends  say  they  are. 
The  Premier  has  on  all  occasions  been  loud  in 
their  praise — methinks  he  "doth  protest  too- 
much  " ;  but,  judging  from  the  little  we  ordi- 
nary folks  are  permitted  to  know, — the  appear- 
ance, for  instance,  of  the  President  at  the  bank 
meeting  in  February,  and  the  preparation  of 
the  scheme  now  about  to  become  law, — I  cannot 
help  saying  that  the  game  is  not  worth  the 
candle.  I  took  occasion  to  say  in  Committee, 
and  I  will  repeat  it  here,  that  I  think  there 
was  even  a  laok  of  loyalty  on  the  part  of  these- 
officers  to  the  people  of  the  country,  who  are 
really  their  employers  and  paymasters,  in  these 
officers  practically  setting  at  defiance  a  specifie- 
clause  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  forbade 
any  attempts  at  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  amal- 
gamating with  any  other  bank.  That  clause  is- 
not  yet  repealed,  but  everything  was  ready 
for  amalgamation  long  ago,  and,  of  course, 
these  officers  are  the  head  and  front  of  it. 
What  infinite  pains  the  Government  have  taken 
over  this  matter  1  With  the  strong  convictions 
I  have,  a  comparison  forces  itself  irresistibly 
on  my  mind.  If  we  ask  for  legislation  to  help 
the  solution  of  the  labour  question,  or  to  relieve 
the  unemployed, — I  do  not  mean  legislation  of* 
the  undesirable-immigrant  class, — we  are  told 
that  it  would  only  be  giving  the  people  a  stone 
instead  of  bread.  Yet  here  is  legislation  for 
a  private  institution,  which  has  brought  ruin 
upon  itself,  and  it  has  not  got  a  stone,  but  a 
very  substantial  piece  of  bread.  Surely,  if  we 
oan  find  millions  of  money  to  prop  up  an  in- 
solvent bank,  we  could  find  as  much,  if  as 
much  were  necessary,  to  make  an  earnest  at- 
tempt, in  more  directions  than  one,  to  solve  the 
great  question  of  the  day— the  question  which 
comes  home  to  the  business  and  bosom  of  the 
working-people  of  the  country.  I  put  it  to 
Ministers  if  they  are  not  subordinating  great 
questions  to  those  of  By-ends  and  Facing-both- 
ways.  Sir,  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the  goal 
of  our  endeavours  would  be  a  settled  common- 
wealth, an  aooepted  social  condition  of  simple 
living,  peace,  and  general  competence  —  con- 
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tenement  everywhere  the  dominant  note  of  the 
country.  I  need  not  say  that  this  legislation 
itself  putssuch  a  goal  back  by  many  years,  and 
Ministers  need  not  wonder  that  I  am  opposed 
to  it.  "  To  return  to  our  muttons/'  as  the 
Frenoh  say :  We  are  about  to  incur  indefinite 
liabilities— to  lay  a  heavy  additional  taxation 
on  our  people — and  this  in  the  face  of  a  falling 
revenue,  low  prices,  diminished  resources,  and 
general  depression.  And  for  what  purpose,  for 
what  object  are  we  subjecting  the  people  to  this 
heavy  taxation?  People  can  make  sacrifices 
for  great  objects  and  feel  all  the  better  for 
so  doing.  If  we  proposed  to  spend  this  money 
on  some  great  public  work  —  some  national 
undertaking— something  that  would  be  a  lasting 
record  of  our  public  spirit— we  might  go  into  it 
hopefully.  But  this  money  is  to  be  spent  on  an 
institution  which,  even  if  it  had  carried  on  an 
honest  and  proper  business,  has  no  more  claim 
upon  the  State  than  any  other  financial  or 
trading  institution  in  the  country — save  and 
except  that  we  have  already  spent  two  mil- 
lions upon  it,  and  given  to  it  a  factitious  and 
fictitious  importance,  as  connected  in  some 
mysterious  way  with  the  "  upper-ten-dom  "  of 
the  colony.  That  is  not  all  that  we  are  doing. 
We  are  about  to  tax  a  small  portion  of  our 
community,  called  shareholders  of  the  bank, 
in  the  sum  of  half  a  million  of  money,  to  begin 
with.  The  term  "  shareholder  "  is  acquired  in 
this  instance  in  virtue  of  persons  having  made 
large  contributions  to  the  bank  for  which  many 
of  them  never  got  any  return.  The  money 
has  been  absolutely  wasted,  and  we  are  now 
writing  it  off.  That  is  bad  enough,  but  that 
is  not  the  end.  Because  the  bank  has  now 
got  hold  of  the  names  of  certain  persons 
called  shareholders,  we  are  asked  to  employ 
the  power  of  Parliament  to  tax  the  owners  of 
these  names  still  further.  It  would  be  amus- 
ing, if  it  were  not  so  terribly  real,  to  watch 
the  proceedings  of  the  bank's  meeting  on  Fri- 
day next.  Shareholders  who  have  made  large 
contributions  to  its  coffers,  and  have  more  to 
pay,  will  be  moaning  over  their  hard  fate — and 
small  blame  to  them ;  but  they  have  no  more 
to  say  in  the  bank's  management  than  the 
man  in  the  street.  Persons  will  be  obliged  to 
stint  and  scrape  to  meet  calls,  while  the  chief 
bank  officials  are  drawing  exorbitant  salaries. 
It  is  a  most  dreadful  injustice.  I  cannot  say  I 
was  astonished  at  the  callousness— the  abso- 
lute heartlessness  —  with  which  the  Minister 
of  Education  treated  this  subject,  but  I  was 
a  little  disappointed  by  the  remarks  of  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wairau.  It 
was  the  one  blot  in  an  otherwise  admirable 
speech.  This  taxation  of  shareholders  will 
bring  suffering  into  many  a  quiet  home.  Al- 
ready I  know  that  there  are  wives  who  must 
become  bankrupt  as  shareholders:  they  can- 
not longer  draw  upon  the  scanty  earnings  of 
their  husbands.  Honourable  members  have 
not  yet  realised  it,  but  legislation  that  wrongs 
the  widow  and  the  orphan  —  and  there  are 
numbers  of  this  class  —  is  not  likely  to  lead 
to  very  successful  results.  When  the  next 
washing-up  cornea  it  will  hardly  be  possible  to 
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refuse  a  measure  of  relief  to  these  innocent 
sufferers.  I  had  much  more  to  say,  but  I  am 
warned  that  my  time  is  up,  and  I  must  close. 
10  Q  Mr.  BUDDO.— I  did  not  intend  to 
'  •  speak  on  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill,  and  should  not  have  risen  to  do  so  had 
it  not  been  that  I  disagree  with  some  of  the 
amendments  as  brought  back  from  the  Con- 
ference which  has  just  been  held.  The  Bill 
as  it  was  originally  passed  by  this  Chamber 
was,  I  think,  fairly  representative  of  the  reso- 
lutions sent  down  by  the  Committee.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  the  salary  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pay  the  members  of  the  Assets  Board 
has  been  increased  from  £1,000  to  £1,500.  I 
am  still  of  opinion  that  £700  a  year  would  be  a 
good  salary  for  the  Chairman,  and  £150  each 
for  the  Consulting  Board  of  Directors.  So  far 
as  clause  82  is  concerned,  I  think  it  is  about 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  colony  that 
the  assent  of  Parliament  is  to  be  signified  by 
silence.  Unless  a  proposal  to  purchase  is  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  within  fourteen 
days  there  are  no  objections  taken  to  it,  then 
it  is  ratified  by  Parliament.  I  think,  Sir,  that 
is  an  innovation  that  we  ought  to  try  to  get 
clear  of.  Parliament  should  signify  its  assent 
in  the  usual  way  ;  and,  if  a  member  has  any  pri- 
vilege in  this  House  at  all,  it  is  by  using  his  in- 
fluence to  block  such  legislation  as  he  believes 
to  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  colony ; 
and  to  say  that  we  should  let  an  amendment  to 
such  a  motion  be  decided  on  a  few  speeches 
of  members  of  the  House  who  are  opposed  to 
such  business— speeches  of  fifteen  minutes — to 
leave  it  to  them  to  prevent  such  a  matter  from 
becoming  law,  I  say  is  practically  playing  with 
legislation.  The  provision  in  the  Bank  Act  of 
last  year  is  by  this  Bill  made  of  no  value  what- 
ever. There  is  also  clause  54,  which  has  been 
struck  out :  that  clause  related  to  a  bank  trading 
in  land  and  mortgages  of  land.  Banking  insti- 
tutions have  ruined  their  business  in  the  past 
through  dealing  in  land.  This  clause  would 
have  made  it  impossible  for  institutions  of  the 
class  referred  to  to  do  any  more  business  of  the 
kind.  I  think  clause  56  did  not  require  any 
proviso  at  all.  It  is  manifestly  wrong  that 
any  person  should  be  allowed  to  take  fees  as 
a  director  of  any  bank  if  his  firm  is  doing 
business  with  the  bank.  I  think  no  director 
of  another  institution  should  be  appointed  to 
the  bank  directorate  if  the  institution  in  which 
he  is  a  direotor  is  in  business  relations  with  the 
bank.  I  am  sorry  we  are  under  the  necessity 
of  passing  a  Bill  to  give  assistance  to  this  insti- 
tution which  has  been  a  great  enemy  in  the 
past  to  the  small  settler  getting  a  piece  of  land. 
It  was  the  friend  of  land-grab,  gridiron ing,  and 
land-speoulation ;  and  now  the  representatives 
of  those  who  have  suffered  so  much  in  the  past 
are  passing  a  Bill  to  assist  the  institution 
which  has  done  the  mischief.  I  consider  the 
Government  and  the  Parliament  of  this  colony 
were  deliberately  misled  by  Mr.  Murray  last 
session  as  to  the  position  of  the  bank :  at  any 
rate  I  believe  he  has  misled  this  Parliament  in 
almost  every  word  he  said  as  to  the  value  of 
everything  connected  with  the  bank.     I  am 
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not  going  to  repeat  the  figures  already  given 
to  the  House,  but  I  certainly  think  that  that 
gentleman  has  given  false  information,  and 
misled  the  House.    Sir,  this  is  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  Australasian  Colonies,  I 
believe,  that  the  State  has  been  asked  to  assist 
a  financial  institution.    I  must  express  grave 
doubt  about  the  wisdom  of  passing  this  mea- 
sure now,  even  although  I  supported  it  on  the 
second    reading.      There    is    great   danger  of 
monopoly.     I  believe,  myself,  that  it  is  best  for 
the  borrower  to  have  a  number  of  institutions 
to  borrow  from.     If  he  has  not  a  number  of 
institutions  to  borrow  from  he  will  be  fleeced 
when  he  enters  into  financial  negotiations.    I 
say  that  if    this  institution  is   to  become  a 
monopoly  it  will  be  a  crushing  blow  to  the 
other  banks,  and  the  settlers  of  this  colony 
will  never  get  assistance  in  such  direction  as  a 
State-bank  institution  may  be  expected  to  give. 
Along  with  other  members  of  this  House  I 
feel  that  this  is  a  momentous  occasion.     We 
have  pledged  the  colony  to  very  large  sums  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  producing  capa- 
city of  the  colony,   but  here  we  pledge   the 
colony  to  back  up  an  institution  while  we  have 
grave  doubts  as  to  its  being  able  to  meet  its 
liabilities.     Speaking  for  myself,  I  say  that, 
bad  it  not  been  for  our  pledge  last  year  of  two 
millions  to  assist  this  institution,  I  should,  for 
one,  have  opposed  this  Bill.    The  whole  Ques- 
tion is,  whether  we  can  carry  on  this  bank  and 
save  from  widespread  disaster  the  commercial, 
agricultural,  and  working  classes  of  the  colouy. 
What  we  are  doing  may  save  a  portion  at  least 
of  the  amount  we  have  guaranteed,  and  more 
so  than  if  we  let  the  bank  go  into  liquidation. 
I  feel  convinced  in  my  own  mind,  as  well  as 
from  information  we  have  obtained  from  the 
Committee  set  up  on  this  question,  that  we 
should  lose  a  considerable  portion  of  the  two 
millions  of  money  pledged  to  the  institution  if 
it  were  allowed  to  go  into  liquidation.    There- 
fore I  think,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  there 
may  be  great  distress  among  our  settlers  and 
workmen  should  the  bank  liquidate,  this  pro- 
posal is  the  less  of  two  great  evils.     Sir,  the 
care  of  the  finance  of  the  colony  is,  I  think,  the 
first  duty  of  a  representative.    I,  along  with 
other  members,  feel  that  whenever  bur  credit 
becomes  strained  we  must  have  recourse  to  our 
reserve  forces ;  and  it  will  affect  us  very  largely 
in  future  in  obtaining  loans  if  heavier  burdens 
are  put  on  the  State.    The  effect  of  our  giving 
a  further  pledge  to  the  bank  will  react  on  the 
colony,  and  will  be  felt  in  the  money-market  in 
London.   I  feel  sure  that  the  conversion  opera- 
tions of  the  future  will  show  that  we  have  taken 
an  increased  liability,  and  if  we  are  carrying  an 
increased  burden  it  will  necessarily  follow  that 
there  will  be  an  increase  of  interest  to  pay. 
There  are  still  some  provisions  in  this  Bill  that 
I  entirely  disagree  with.    I  am  sorry  that  we 
have  left  in  it  any  of  the  clauses  providing  ma- 
chinery for  the  purchasing  of  other  banks.     I 
can  no  more  pry  into  the  future  than  can  other 
members;  but  future  success  arising  from  the 
assistance  we  are  giving  to  this  bank  largely 
depends  on  the  relative  value  of  money.     If 
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gold  appreciates,  then  the  taxpayer  may  have 
to  make  good  this  deficiency.    But  unless  the 

Erice  of  our  produce  rises  we  cannot  expect  the 
ank  to  make  large  profits.  With  reference  to 
clause  36,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  safeguard, 
through  the  taxpayer  not  being  fleeced  in  regard 
to  the  purchase  of  another  bank,  was  the  fact 
that  any  such  purchase  made  under  the  clause 
had  to  come  before  Parliament  to  be  ratified. 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  a  bank's  cus- 
tomers to  follow  the  sale  of  the  business  to 
another  bank.  I  believe,  myself,  that  in  the 
purchasing  of  any  other  banking  business  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  will  only  benefit  to  the 
extent  of  one  quarter.  For  instance,  if  a 
trading  institution  sold  its  business  to  another 
company,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  institution 
that  bought  the  other  one  out  would  get  any 
hold  on  the  customers  of  the  former  one. 
There  is  no  great  probability  that  the  cus- 
tomers of  any  banking  institution  will  follow 
the  lead  of  the  bank  because  they  have  sold 
their  business.  There  is  no  business-man  in 
the  colony,  I  believe,  who  would  pay  another 
business-man  to  close  his  doors  if  living  in  an 
adjoining  street.  It  has  been  mentioned  in 
this  report  that  the  earnings  of  another  bank, 
if  added  to  the  value  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land's business,  would  mean  an  increase  of 
£30,000.  I  might  point  out,  if  this  is  capitalised 
at  4  per  cent.,  it  amounts  to  £750,000.  By  re- 
ducing that  amount  by  33J  per  cent,  we  have 
a  sum  of  half  a  million.  I  ask,  where  is  the 
business  to  come  from  that  would  render  it  a 
payable  investment  for  this  bank  to  give  half 
a  million  for  the  purchase  of  another  bank  ?  It 
cannot  possibly  pan  out  right,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly sure  that  it  will  be  found  that  the  share- 
holders of  another  bank  will  be  benefited  by 
the  bolstering-up  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
while  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  may  have 
to  make  up  any  deficiency  that  may  result  if 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  makes  default.  All 
remittances  must  now  be  made  through  this 
bank  ;  any  advantage  that  the  Government 
can  give  this  bank  it  is  clearly  entitled  to,  in 
the  shape  of  Government  business ;  and  I  am 
still  of  opinion  that  if  the  Government  had 
guaranteed  the  integrity  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  and  had  allowed  it  to  liquidate  the 
assets  in  its  own  way,  they  would  possibly  have 
been  doing  better  business.  The  increase  of 
departments  will  only  lead  to  increased  ex- 
penditure. The  officers  of  the  bank  fully  under- 
stand their  work,  and  with  capable  estates 
managers  I  believe  they  would  be  able  to  realise 
the  assets  to  the  best  possible  advantage,  and 
at  very  much  less  cost  to  the  colony.  I  feel 
somewhat  doubtful  if  banking  business  will  be 
as  successful  in  the  future  as  it  has  been  in  the 
past.  As  the  Crown  lands  of  the  colony  get 
Bcarcer,  so  settlers  will  turn  their  attention  to 
paying  off  their  mortgages.  This  will  do  away 
with  the  necessity  for  having  any  considerable 
credit.  Naturally,  the  earning-power  of  the 
financial  institutions  of  the  colony  will  then 
be  reduced.  The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  es- 
tates are  valued  at  £1,879,105.  I  Bhould  just 
like  to  point  out  how  this  valuation  has  been 
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arrived  at.  The  valuation,  I  believe,  is  the 
valuation  taken  for  rating  and  land-tax  pur- 
poses for  1891,  with  10  per  cent,  added.  It 
is  a  fact  well  known  to  any  one  who  has  any 
knowledge  of  real  estate,  and  of  the  sales  effected 
during  the  last  few  years,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  sell  at  land-tax  value  without  10  per  cent, 
added.  I  believe  there  has  scarcely  been  a 
sale  during  the  last  four  years  at  the  rate- 
able value  of  the  land — at  any  rate,  as  regards 
pastoral  properties.  I  feel,  Sir,  that  the  Com- 
mittee which  was  set  up  to  consider  this 
matter  only  adopted  the  bank  directors'  pro- 
posals. There  was  some  little  limitation  with 
regard  to  shares,  but  they  are  practically  the 
proposals  of  the  President  and  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I  believe  that  while 
we  are  assisting  this  institution  we  have  to 
choose  between  immediate  calamity  and  future 
loss,  and  it  can  only  be  a  question  for  con- 
sideration whioh  is  best.  I  have,  Sir,  decided 
that  we  should  rather  stave  off  the  present 
calamity,  and  take  our  chance  of  future  loss. 
I  feel  that  in  taking  this  course  it  is  one  that 
will  eventually  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony. 
My  action  may  be  criticized  by  those  who  have 
opposed  the  proposals.  I  can  see  danger  in 
almost  every  clause  of  this  Bill ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  if  it  is  not  passed  into  law,  I  believe 
the  tradesmen  and  farmers  and  the  working- 
classes  will  receive  such  a  blow  that  they  will 
not  be  able  to  recover  from  it  for  some  years 
to  come.  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  the  amend- 
ments proposed. 

Mr.  HEKE. — I  desire  to  state  the  position  I 
take  up  at  present  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  and  to 
say  at  the  outset  that  there  is  no  wish  on  my 
part  to  cause  any  further  delay  in  the  passing 
of  the  Bill.  We  know  the  expression  of  Te 
Whiti,  who  said,  "  The  potato  is  cooked,"  and 
I  say  the  principle  of  the  Bill  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  both  Houses  of  this  Legislature.  In 
my  opinion,  the  success  of  this  measure  cannot 
be  brought  about  if  the  existing  legislation,  or 
the  present  tendency  of  our  legislation,  is  still  to 
continue.  Looking  at  the  whole  situation  on 
its  broadest  view,  I  maintain  that  the  success 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  lies  in  a  change  of 
•our  legislation  to  that  that  gives  hope  to  the 
investor  and  hope  and  confidence  to  those  in 
business.  The  present  harassing  legislation 
works  entirely  against  the  success  of  the  bank 
in  question.  And,  further,  there  is  no  hope, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  of  the  value  of  properties 
rising  under  our  present  system  of  land- settle- 
ment. The  compulsory  taking  of  lands  will  not 
encourage  people  to  buy  properties.  The  sale 
of  the  properties  of  the  Estate  Company  ought 
to  be  carried  out  at  once.  All  the  non-paying 
properties  ought  to  be  realised  upon  at  the  very 
outset,  and  then  we  should  endeavour  to  make 
profits  from  all  those  properties  which  are 
earning  something.  I  will  now  refer  respect- 
fully to  the  statements  and  intended  actions  of 
members  of  this  House.  From  the  very  time 
when  it  was  desired  to  set  up  a  committee 
to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  and  the 
Estates  Company,  we  heard  very  strong  ex- 
pressions emanating  from  these  benches  dis- 


approving of  the  Committee,  and  against  any 
further  liability  being  cast  on  the  taxpayers  of 
the  colony.  But  when  those  proposals  were 
brought  down  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill  there  was 
a  sudden  change ;  there  was  some  mysterious 
influence  in  the  air  that  caused  all  those  mem- 
bers to  change  their  views,  and  support  the  pro- 
posals in  the  Bill  without  a  word  of  explanation 
of  their  action.  During  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
cussion I  have  taken  a  great  interest  in  the 
actions  of  honourable  members  in  regard  to 
this  measure.  Therefore  I  believe  no  member 
of  this  House  will  blame  me  for  endeavouring 
to  take  a  new  departure,  by  quoting  something 
in  the  shape  of  poetry.  This  has  been  brought 
about  in  a  very  mysterious  way.  It  takes  up 
the 'standpoint  from  an  onlooker's  point  of  view. 
The  onlooker  sees  and  hears  everything  that  is 
going  on  in  the  House  on  this  question,  and  the 
action  taken  by  members  during  the  divisions. 
This  is  how  this  onlooker  expresses  himself. 
He  says, — 

How  Parliaments  are  formed,  and  how  destroyed  ; 
How  so-called  liberals  are  confirmed,  true  Liberals 

decoyed; 
How  in  nice  times  a  prudent  man  should  vote, 
At  what  conjuncture  he  should  turn  his  coat,— 
I  sing,  great  Premier  I    Nau  mai,  nau  mai. 

Then,  the  scene  changes :  the  cause  is  in  the 
atmosphere.  What  that  cause  is  I  will  state. 
The  effect  is  illustrated  in  these  words : — 

Whate'er  high  station,  undetermined  yet, 

Awaits  thee  in  the  mystic  Cabinet ; 

Whether  thou  sittest  on  an  Assets  Board, 

Or,  as  Chief  Auditor,  guard  one's  hoard. 

Or,  as  Agent-General,  great  London  see : 

Just  please  yourself,  and  'twill  as  well  please  me. 

Then,  what  do  we  find  ?  We  find  this  House 
passing  a  measure  to  discharge  the  liabilities 
of  certain  persons  who  in  former  years  incurred 
liabilities  by  way  of  overdraft,  and  it  is  fair  to 
presume  that  these  overdrafts  are  included  in 
those  items  set  out  in  the  Committee's  report 
thus :  There  is  a  deficiency  in  the  bank  of 
£376,900;  there  is  a  deficiency  of  £467,077  in 
the  Estates  Company,  against  whioh  no  assets 
exist.  What  would  be  the  position  of  a  clerk  if 
he  took  some  of  this  money  ?  I  venture  to  say 
that  he  would  be  in  gaol.  So  to  illustrate  what 
this  House  is  doing  I  quote  the  following : — 

Past  over-drafters,  an  unpatriotic  band, 
Fed  on  the  fatness  of  this  plundered  land ; 
Corruption's  children  seek  you  to  discharge, 
Corrupt  directors  leave  to  roam  at  large. 

Then,  we  had  Ministers  stating  that  last  year 
they  were  not  possessed  of  the  information 
they  now  hold,  and,  if  they  had,  they  would 
not  have  had  anything  to  do  with  the  bank ; 
and,  to  shield  themselves,  reference  was  made 
to  a  Mr.  Murray — that  he  withheld  information. 
No  doubt  this  person  must  have  received  a 
message  sent  over  the  Ocean  of  Kiwa  by  the 
authorities  in  London ;  and  the  effect  of  that 
message  I  will  illustrate  to  you  in  these 
words : — 

"  Murray !  assist  me,  for  well  I  deem,  I  see 
An  abstract  of  my  ample  theme  in  thee: 
Thou,  as  thy  glorious  self  hath  justly  said, 
From  earliest  youtn,  wast  pettifogger  bred, 
And.  raised  to  power  by  Fortune's  fickle  will, 
Art  head  and  heart  a  pettifogger  still. 
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We  desire  you,  therefore,  to  approach  the  Go- 
vernment for  aid." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  tell  the  honourable 
member  there  is  some  limit  to  be  placed  upon 
the  privilege  of  quotation. 

Mr.  HEKE.— I  may  say,  Sir,  that  what  I 
have  is  an  original.  Then,  through  the  still- 
ness of  that  night,  so  to  speak,  we  see  Murray 
before  the  New  Zealand  Government,  pleading 
his  cause  thus  : — 

Help !  O  help  me  1  mighty  potentate, 

Thou  almighty  pillar  of  the  State. 

Shouldst  thou  not  aid,  my  plans  are  all  undone, 

Thy  friends  are  ruined,  withers  all  unwrung. 

The  potentate  replies  favourably,  in  these 
words  :— 

Fair  Murray 

Mr.  SPEAKEli.— If  you  are  not  making 
quotations  you  are  reading  a  written  speech, 
which  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  House, 
whether  it  be  in  prose  or  verse.  I  thought  at 
first  the  honourable  gentleman  was  making  a 
quotation  from  Mark  Twain,  perhaps,  or  some 
other  of  our  modern  versifiers. 

Mr.  HEKE. — I  will  submit  to  your  ruling, 
Sir.     The  matter  I  am  just  quoting  is  original. 

Hon.  Members.— Oh  ! 

Mr.  HEKE. — I  desire  to  express  my  regret  for 
the  action  of  the  Legislature  on  this  question 
—  imposing  further  taxation  upon  the  people 
without  the  slightest  consideration  whether 
they  like  it  or  not.  It  is  always  amusing  to 
hear  members  making  statements,  when  you 
gather  from  those  statements  that  the  mem- 
bers are  going  to  carry  out  their  desires ;  but 
it  is  surprising  to  see  them  go  the  reverse  way 
when  it  comes  to  voting.  As  it  is  now  half -past 
ten  I  will  not  say  any  more  on  the  question. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Sir,  as  one  of  the 
members  of  this  House  who  have  con- 
stantly voted  against  the  momentous  legisla- 
tion which  has  now  practically  passed  into 
law,  I  was  very  much  pleased  to  hear  the  re- 
mark of  the  Premier  this  evening,  when  he 
gave  credit  to  those  who  voted  against  the 
measure  for  having  done  so  from  absolutely 
conscientious  motives.  That,  Sir,  is  my  posi- 
tion, and  I  am  pleased  to  reciprocate  that 
feeling  to  the  Premier.  Whether  he  be  right 
or  whether  he  be  wrong,  I  desire  to  give  him 
credit  for  having  acted  conscientiously,  as  I 
would  also  wish  to  believe  my  honourable 
friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  acted.  I 
am  pleased,  Sir,  to  have  this  opportunity  to 
give  an  explanation  of  the  reason  why  I  have 
considered  it  my  duty  to  vote  against  this  mea- 
sure throughout  while  it  has  been  before  the 
House.  It  is  not  my  fault,  as  it  is  not  the 
fault  of  other  members  of  the  House,  that  we 
have  not  been  able  to  speak  on  this  measure, 
either  on  its  second  or  on  its  third  reading. 
As  was  the  case  last  year,  the  legislation  on 
this  great  question  has  been  hurried  as  fast 
as  the  Government  were  able  to  hurry  it 
through  the  House.  They  have  not  succeeded 
in  carrying  it  through  so  rapidly  as  they  did 
their  measure  on  the  same  subject  last  year. 
But,  so  far  as  in  them  lay,  they  have  hastened 
it  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  The  motion 
Mr.  Eehe 
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for  the  second  reading  was  brought  down  or* 
Thursday  night,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock. 
Intimation  was  given  that  it  had  to  be  passed 
during  that  sitting,  which  meant  an  all-night 
sitting.  At  half-past  four  in  the  morning  it- 
was  found  that  a  considerable  number  of  mem- 
bers were  desirous  of  speaking  on  the  Bill, 
which  meant  sitting  far  into  the  following  day, 
and  I,  with  several  other  honourable  members,, 
postponed  speeches  till  the  third  reading,  and 
paired  upon  the  Bill  instead  of  remaining.  As 
it  was,  the  House  did  not  rise  till  half-past  six 
in  the  morning.  On  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill,  which  was  taken  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
the  Premier  made  the  explanation  that  he  was 
very  desirous  that  it  should  be  carried  before 
twelve  o'clock  that  night,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
piry of  the  Bank-note  Issue-  Act  Amendment 
Act  of  last  session.  He  asked  those  who  had 
not  spoken  to  refrain  from  doing  so,  and  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  later  on  of  speak- 
ing upon  the  Bill,  before  it  finally  passed. 
That  opportunity  has  now  been  given  to  me. 
I  do  not  desire,  Sir,  to  refer  to  the  past,  any 
further  than  to  say  that  I  entirely,  as  I  believe 
every  other  member  must  do,  exonerate  the 
Government  from  any  blame  in  connection 
with  the  position  in  which  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  found  itself  placed  up  till  the  time 
of  their  action  on  the  29th  June  last  year. 
But,  Sir,  I  cannot  free  the  Government  from 
blame  for  what  they  did  last  session.  The 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  several  times 
during  this  debate  tried  to  free  himself  from  a 
responsibility  which,  in  my  opinion,  he  cannot 
possibly  get  rid  of.  On  the  29th  June  last 
year  we  were  suddenly  confronted  with  a  most 
serious  position.  We  were  not  given  any  par- 
ticulars. The  Treasurer  came  down  to  the 
House  and  stated  broadly  what  the  position 
was.  He  stated  that  the  Government  had 
gone  into  the  whole  question ;  that  it  would 
require  two  millions  of  money  to  get  us  over 
the  difficulty,  the  particulars  of  which  he  gave 
us  at  the  time,  and  that  that  amount  would  be 
amply  sufficient;  that  we  must  rely  on  the 
Government;  and  he  gave  us  his  assurance 
that  he  and  the  Government  knew  so  much 
about  the  position  that  the  two  millions  that 
was  asked  for  then  would  be  absolutely  suffi- 
cient and  effective  for  the  purpose  for  which  it. 
was  asked.  I  believe  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wishes  the  House  to  believe  now  that  he 
did  not  exactly  mean  all  that.  I  believe  there 
are  words  in  his  own  speeches  which  prove  that 
he  meant  it  then,  at  all  events.  I  will  just  make 
a  short  quotation  from  one  of  his  speeches. 
He  said, — 

"  The  Government  having  elected  to  place 
the  matter  before  the  House,  it  was  not  only 
necessary  that  prompt  action  should  be  taken, 
but  every  honourable  member  who  gives  the 
matter  the  least  consideration  will  see  that, 
unless  the  proposals  were  adequate,  and  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  any  recurrence  of  a  crisis  such 
as  this,  it  would  have  been  better,  on  the  verge 
of  the  position,  to  have  distinctly  said,  rather 
than  do  what  was  inadequate,  *  We  will  leave 
the  position  alone  altogether/  " 
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That  is  what  he  said  ;  but  we  know  now  that 
the  provision  then  made  was  absolutely  and 
utterly  inadequate;  and  it  would  have  been 
better,  I  agree  with  him,  had  we  left  the  posi- 
tion alone  altogether.  Now,  Sir,  was  the  legis- 
lation of  last  session  adequate  ?  No.  What  has 
been  done  this  session  ?  The  bank  has  had  to 
come  to  the  Government  and  to  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  again.  A  Seleet  Committee  of  this 
House  was  set  up  to  take  the  whole  matter 
into  consideration.  After  ten  days' deliberation 
we  have  received  from  them  a  report,  together 
with  the  minutes  of  proceedings,  as  well  as 
a  multitudinous  array  of  balance-sheets,  but 
not  any  of  the  evidence  which  was  taken  by 
the  Committee.  I  have  been  amazed,  Sir, 
at  the  rapidity  with  which  most  of  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  follow  the  Government  in 
this  matter  have  digested,  to  their  own  satisfac- 
tion, the  mass  of  figures  placed  before  them,  so 
that  they  might  vote,  as  the  Premier  said,  con- 
scientiously and  intelligently  on  the  matter.  I 
confess  that  this  business  has  caused  me  a  very 
great  deal  of  earnest  thought  and  considera- 
tion. As  I  stated  to  the  Premier  the  other 
night,  I  was  not  competent  to  go  through  a 
matter  of  this  kind  and  understand  it — as  he 
jauntily  said — in  six  minutes  or  in  six  hours. 
I  have  given  some  time  to  the  task  of  trying  to 
unravel  the  statements  put  before  the  House. 
These  statements  are  the  only  possible  basis  for 
the  whole  of  the  conclusions  we  may  arrive  at. 
The  only  balance-sheets  from  the  mass  before 
us  really  essential  to  enable  a  conclusion  to  be 
arrived  at  as  to  the  true  position  of  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  and  the  Assets  Company  are 
the  aggregate  balance-sheet  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  for  the  period  ending  with  March  last, 
and  the  combined  balance-sheet  of  the  Estates 
Company  and  the  Auckland  Agricultural  Com- 
pany. These  two,  I  think,  contain  the  whole 
position.  In  the  report,  I  should  like  to  draw 
attention  to  just  two  or  three  paragraphs.  It 
is  stated  in  the  report, — 

"  From  the  evidence  taken,  and  the  balance- 
sheets  submitted,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Estates  Company, 
though  two  in  name,  are  practically  one  insti- 
tution; that  the  Estates  Company  and  the 
Auckland  Agricultural  Company,  though  under 
•different  names,  are  practically  one  concern." 

We  want  to  remember  that :  they  are  all  one 
•concern.  Another  paragraph  is,  "  That  the  As- 
sets Realisation  Board  be  authorised  to  issue 
bonds  for  £2,734,000  bearing  8£  per  cent,  inter- 
est," and  so  on.    Another  is, — 

•*  That,  to  insure  the  colony  against  any  loss 
on  account  of  guaranteeing  any  deficiency  that 
may  arise  on  bonds,  in  addition  to  the  pay- 
ments from  profits  above  provided  for  security 
be  given  over  the  freeholds,  certain  leaseholds, 
stations,  stock,  and  implements  in  New  Zea- 
land, the  bank's  latest  ascertained  value  of 
which  is  £1,879,000." 

Now,  my  business  to-night  is  to  show  that,  at 
all  events  in  my  opinion,  the  bank  or  Estates 
Company  have  not  in  their  hands  any  such 
sum— that  they  have  no  sum  at  all— to  give 


as  security  for  the  further  debentures  to  be 
issued  against  them  —  that,  in  fact,  they  are 
only  about  one-half  sufficient  to  oover  the 
amount  already  due  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land for  shares  held  in  and  further  advances 
made  by  the  bank  to  the  company.  We  have 
been  told  that,  although  the  ordinary  capital 
of  the  bank  is  gone,  yet  the  two  millions  is 
intact.  I  respectfully  take  leave  to  doubt  that 
statement.  I  believe  that  the  bulk  of  that  two 
millions  has  gone  where  the  ordinary  share- 
holders1 capital  has  gone.  I  have  analysed  the 
position.  I  do  not  profess  to  have  the  ability 
of  the  accountants  of  the  Estates  Company,  or 
that  of  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer ;  but  I  have  conscientiously  and  earnestly 
tried  to  do,  in  the  interests  of  my  constituents 
and  the  country,  the  best  I  could  to  unravel  the 
position  here  placed  before  us,  and  I  have  care- 
fully gone  into  figures  with  this  object  in  view. 
I  am  satisfied  to  have  these  figures  recorded, 
and  I  am  prepared  to  stand  by  them,  because  I 
believe  them  to  be  absolutely  right.  Now,  we 
will  take  the  aggregate  balance-sheet  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  on  the  31st  March,  and 
deal  with  the  capital  only.  The  capital  of  the 
bank  is  there  stated  as  being  two  millions 
guaranteed  "A"  shares,  and  £900,000  of  ordi- 
nary shareholders*  capital.  The  total  of  capi- 
tal, therefore,  is  £2,900,000.  Now,  what  defi- 
ciency is  there  against  this  capital — what  is  to 
be  accounted  for  as  deficiency  ?  The  balance- 
sheet  states  the  deficiency  at  £876,898.  Keep- 
ing in  mind  what  the  report  tells  us— namely, 
that  the  bank  and  the  Assets  Company  are 
really  one  concern — we  turn  to  the  balance- 
sheet  of  the  latter  and  find  there  an  acknow- 
ledged deficiency  of  £1,764,883,  against  which 
no  assets  can  be  shown.  This  amount  must, 
therefore,  be  placed  as  a  further  deficiency 
against  the  capital  of  the  bank,  making,  with 
that  shown  in  the  bank  balance-sheet,  a  total 
deficiency  of  £2,141,281.  We  are  further  told 
by  the  Select  Committee  that  we  have  to  make 
provision,  in  addition,  for  unascertained  losses 
of  £200,000.  If  we  deduct  these  amounts  from 
the  £2,900,000  of  capital  we  have  a  balance  re- 
maining of  only  £558,719  to  represent  the  share- 
holders' ordinary  capital  and  our  two  millions 
of  money.  What  is  there  we  can  look  to  to 
make  up  the  difference  ?  Nothing  but  the  re- 
serve or  uncalled  capital  of  the  shareholders. 
If  we  bring  down  the  balance  of  £558,719,  and 
add  the  estimated  proceeds  of  the  first  call, 
£450,000,  and  of  the  second  call,  estimated  to 
yield  £400,000,  and  of  the  third  call,  estimated 
to  yield  £350,000,  we  have  a  possible  total  then 
of  only  £1,758,719  towards  our  two  millions 
of  capital,  or  £241,281  short  of  the  guaranteed 
"  A  "  stock.  Now,  in  reference  to  the  Assets 
Company,  we  have  shown  in  their  balance- 
sheet, — 
Liabilities  to  capital— really  to  Bank         £ 

of  New  Zealand  . .  . .    1,850,000 

Debts  due  to  Bank  of  New  Zealand     1,426,702 


Total  liability  to  Bank  of 
New  Zealand 


3,276,702 
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£ 
Brought  forward . .  . .     3,276,702 

AH  other  liabilities  combined — de- 
bentures, Auckland  Company,  and 
sundry  accounts  ..  ..    1,216,537 

Total  Assets  Company  lia- 
bilities ..  ..    4,493,239 

Deficiency  of  assets  as  per  balance- 
sheet 1,764,383 


Assets  towards  liabilities  . .    2,728,856 
If  all  liabilities  except  those  due 
to  bank  were  paid  off,  namely     . .    1,216,537 

We  have  remaining  a  balance  of 

assets  of  £1,512,319 

towards  liquidating  the  present  liability  of 
£3,276,702  due  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
Honourable  members  will  see,  therefore,  if  we 
take  the  balance  of  the  assets,  the  amount  I 
have  just  named— £1,512,319— and  add  that  to 
the  deficiency  — £1,764,383  — these  two  added 
together  make  up  the  exact  amount  due  to  the 
bank  as  being  a  shareholder  in  the  company, 
and  further  moneys  advanced  by  the  bank  to 
the  company.  Therefore  that  balance  of  assets 
really  belongs  to  the  bank  already,  and  ought 
not  to  go  for  the  security  of  any  further  deben- 
tures. If,  however,  this  sum  is  appropriated  as 
part  security  against  the  £2,734,000  of  proposed 
new  bonds,  then  the  items  of  £1,850,000  and 
£1,872,261,  shown  as  assets  in  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  balance-sheet,  must  be  omitted  as  ab- 
solutely worthless.  The  result,  then,  would  be 
that  the  liabilities  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
as  shown  in  the  balance-sheet,  and  excluding 
the  capital  account,  which  I  have  dealt  with 
separately,  amount  to  £9,096,841 ;  assets  of 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  as  per  balance-sheet  (not 
including  capital  account)— namely,  coin,  bul- 
lion, investments,  advances,  and  landed  proper- 
ties— £8,557,027  :  leaving  a  deficiency  of  assets 
to  meet  the  liabilities  of  £539,814,  to  which 
we  have  to  add  the  capital  stock  guaranteed 
of  £2,000,000,  because  the  colony  is  liable  for 
the  amount,  and  it  must  be  paid.  That  makes 
a  total  deficiency  of  £2,539,814.  Now,  as  the 
two,  or  rather  the  three,  concerns  are  practi- 
cally one,  in  my  opinion  it  would  have  been 
much  clearer  if  the  oalance- sheet  had  not  only 
been  a  combined  balance-sheet  of  the  Estates 
Company  and  the  Agricultural  Company;  but 
if  the  balance-sheet  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land itself  had  also  been  included  with  it,  as 
they  are  one  and  the  same  concern— if  that 
had  been  done,  then  the  £1,850,000  appearing 
as  a  debit  in  the  Assets  Estates  Company  ac- 
count, and  also  in  the  debts  due  to  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  appearing  in  the  liabilities  of  that 
account,  as  well  as  the  corresponding  amounts 
which  appear  to  credit  in  the  bank  balance- 
sheet  may  be  left  out.  I  have  made  up  a  bal- 
ance-sheet combining  the  three,  and  I  believe 
the  figures  are  absolutely  correct.  If  honour- 
able members,  either  now  or  afterwards,  will 
oompare  my  figures  with  the  statements  in  the 
balance-sheets  submitted,  they  will  find  them 
Mr.  Graham 


absolutely  correct.  The  assets  of  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  the  Estates  Company,  and 
the  Auckland  Agricultural  Company  combined 
would  be  as  follows : — 


Liabilities. 

£ 

4-per-cent.  stock 

2,000,000 

100,000  shares,  £5  5s.  each 

525,000 

50,000  shares,  £7  10s.  each 

375,000 

Call  of  1895  account 

159,745 

Notes  in  circulation 

468,195 

Bills  payable 

1,486,891 

Deposits 
Debentures,  1910 

7,141,755 

750,000 

Debentures,  1902 

282,960 

Accrued  interest  on  debentures  .. 

26,225 

Loss,  Onehunga  Ironworks 

3,316 

Sundry  suspense  account 

1,288 

Sundry  creditors 

4,688 

£l3,225,0ia 

Assets. 

£ 

Coin,  &c. 

1,302,009 

Bullion 

92,185 

Investments 

880,213 

Bills  receivable 

2,112,348 

Advances 

3,750,341 

Landed  property,  bank  premises. . 

419,931 

Land  and  improvements 

1,083,959 

Stock  and  implements 

335,45a 

Freeholds  in  New  Zealand 

396,460 

Interest,    Thames    Valley    Land 

Company 

50,256 

Coal-mine  and  land,  Waikato     . . 

12,977 

Freeholds  beyond  New  Zealand  . . 

23,607 

Leaseholds 

52,508 

Trading  concerns 

421,062 

Shares 

16,792 

Mortgages 

101,569 

Sundries 

21,020 

Amounts  due  by  purchasers 

132,089 

Sundry  balances  due  company   . . 

59,690 

Funds  in  hand 

21,414 

11,285,883 

Total  deficiency 

1,939,130 

£13,225,01* 
If  honourable  members  have  followed  me  they 
will  probably  have  noticed  the  deficiency  I  bring 
out  here  does  not  agree  with  the  deficiency  I 
brought  out  in  the  bank  capital  account,  but 
the  difference  is  easily  accounted  for.  The 
balance  I  have  brought  out  by  making  an 
aggregate  balance-sheet  of  the  three  concerns 
is  £1,939,130.  The  balanoe  I  brought  out  in  the 
other  was  £376,898  in  the  bank  balanoe-sheet, 
and  £1,764,383  in  the  Assets  Company's  balance- 
sheet:  total,  £2,141,281,  being  an  apparent 
difference  of  £202,151.  In  the  Select  Commit- 
tee's report  we  are  told  that  "  £148,110,  though 
shown  as  a  liability,  is  really  a  debt  due  by  the 
Auckland  Agricultural  Company,  represented 
by  assets,  and  should  therefore  be  deducted." 
Honourable  members  will  also  notice  that  there 
is  an  apparent  error  in  account  in  the  two 
balance-sheets  appended  to  the  report,  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  balance  showing  the 
amount  due  by  the  Estates  Company  for  ad- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.]       Bank  of  New  Zealand       [HOD SB,] 


and  Banking  Bill. 


89 


vances  as  £1,372,661,  while  the  Estates  show 
the  same  item  as  £1,426,702.  Of  course 
these  differences  are  not  my  fault:  I  am  not 
responsible  for  them;  but  they  amount  to 
£54,041,  which,  added  to  the  £148,110  already 
referred  to,  exactly  make  up  the  differences 
in  the  balances,  and  prove  my  figures  to  be 
correct,  and  show  that,  if  the  bank  went  into 
liquidation  to-morrrow,  and  if  every  penny 
of  the  reserves  could  be  called  up,  it  could 
not  nearly  pay  20s.  in  the  pound.  Honourable 
members  will  understand  the  position  much 
better  when  they  read  it  than  while  I  am 
speaking,  as  it  is  simply  impossible  they  can 
understand  all  these  figures  as  I  state  them, 
because  I  have  only  got  thirty  minutes  in 
which  to  do  it  all,  and  I  have  only  done  it 
indifferently  well.  But  they  will  see  them  in 
Hansard,  I  am  not  afraid  of  these  figures 
going  into  Hansard;  and  the  House  and  the 
country  generally  will,  I  think,  agree  that,  in- 
stead of  our  having  any  of  the  two  millions 
advanced  to  the  bank  last  year  left,  the  whole 
of  this  is  gone,  and  the  balance-sheets  show  a 
very  heavy  deficit  in  addition.  There  is  the 
position  for  us  to  face.  We  are  told  that  what 
we  are  now  asked  to  do  is  the  best  thing  for  the 
country.  I  hope  and  trust  it  may  be,  but  I 
really  fail  to  see  it  is  so.  And  we  are  going 
to  put  half  a  million  of  the  colony's  money 
into  this  concern  as  shareholders  in  a  joint- 
stock  company.  That  I  hold  to  be  an  abso- 
lutely wrong  thing  for  a  Government  to  do. 
And  the  Premier  stated,  as  an  inducement  to 
the  poor  shareholders  who  are  to  be  drained  to 
the  last  penny  whether  the  bank  goes  on  or 
not,  that  they  are  to  receive  5  per  cent,  on  the 
calls  they  pay  up  after  interest  has  been  paid 
on  certain  things.  Now,  I  want  honourable 
members  to  see  whether  there  is  any  likelihood 
of  these  shareholders  getting  one  fraction  of 
interest  for  any  calls  they  will  have  to  pay 
up.  They  may  as  well  make  up  their  minds 
at  once  that  the  whole  of  their  calls  have  got 
to  be  paid,  but  that  they  will  never  receive 
one  shilling  either  of  interest  or  principal. 
What  is  to  be  paid  before  they  can  get  any  in- 
terest ?  The  Assets  Realisation  Board  and  the 
bank  combined  have  got  to  provide  3}  per  cent. 
on  the  £2,734,000,  which  amounts  to  £95,690. 
They  have  also  to  provide  3}  per  cent,  on  the 
£500,000  of  preferential  shares  taken  up  by  the 
Government,  or  £17,500,  and  they  have  got  to 
provide  4  per  cent,  interest  on  the  two-million 
stock,  amounting  to  £80,000  a  year.  It  does 
not  matter  that  the  whole  of  that  stock  may  be 
gone ;  the  colony  is  responsible  for  the  £80,000 
a  year,  as  well  as  for  the  capital  sum  of 
£2,000,000  at  the  end  of  ten  years.  The  Minis- 
ter of  Education,  in  speaking  the  other  night, 
said  it  was  absurd  for  members  to  say  that  the 
£80,000  had  to  be  paid  out  of  the  profits  of 
the  bank  before  the  shareholders  could  be  paid 
a  dividend.  What  else  can  it  come  out  of  ?  It 
has  either  to  come  out  of  the  profits  of  the  bank 
or  out  of  the  capital,  and  it  has  to  be  made 
and  earned  before  the  shareholders  can  get  the 
5  per  oent.,  which  is  held  out  as  a  dangling 
bait  to  them.    The  total  income  that  has  to  be 


earned  before  they  can  give  a  penny  to  the  share- 
holders who  must  pay  up  their  calls  is  £193,190. 
That  has  got  to  be  earned  before  the  share- 
holders can  get  one  single  penny  of.  interest. 
I  am  afraid  that,  in  doing  what  we  have  done 
— I  hope  I  may  be  incorrect,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  in  doing  what  we  have  done  we  are  simply 
taking  a  share  in  a  sinking  ship,  which  will  in 
the  end  possibly  not  only  engulf  the  Ministry, 
but,  in  addition,  many  of  those  who  are  the 
professed  Liberals  in  this  House.  The  Hon. 
John  Ballance  initiated  a  policy  of  self-reliance 
in  this  country  several  years  ago.  We  appre- 
ciated that  policy,  and  supported  him  in  the 
maintenance  of  it.  When  he  left  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present  Ministry,  and  we  under- 
stood that  they  were  to  carry  out  this  policy 
of  self-reliance.  I  came  here  to  assist  them 
in  doing  so,  and  so,  I  believe,  did  many  other 
honourable  members,  but  I  am  not  sure  whe- 
ther the  verdict  will  be,  when  we  have  done, 
that  we  have  carried  out  the  pledges  we  were 
returned  to  carry  out.  What  is  the  position  ? 
The  position  disclosed  by  the  Financial  State- 
ment this  year  is  that  the  debt  of  the  country 
is  increased  by  £2,291,000  since  1891.  There 
is  no  gainsaying  that.  It  is  also  increased 
— although  it  is  not  yet  added  to  our  debt- 
account— but  it  is  increased  by  the  two  mil- 
lions which  we  guaranteed  to  the  bank  last 
year.  We  may  as  well  consider  that  at  once 
as  an  addition  to  our  debt ;  and  it  is  now  going 
to  be  increased  by  £2,734,000  of  new  deben- 
tures to  the  same  institution,  and  half  a  mil- 
lion preference  shares  that  we  are  going  to  take 
in  the  bank.  I  hope,  Sir,  that  in  five  years' 
time  it  will  not  be  found  that  the  colony  is  in 
a  worse  position  than  if  we  were  to  say — even 
now  to  say — that  we  would  let  the  two  millions 
go  that  we  gave  last  year.  I  believe,  conscien- 
tiously, this  would  have  been  the  cheapest  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  we  have  got  into.  We  are 
given  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  possible 
additional  earning  power  of  the  bank  under 
certain  eventualities,  and  by  the  absorption  of 
another  institution,  but  I  feel  certain  that  it  is 
impossible,  under  any  conditions,  for  the  bank 
and  the  Realisation  Board  to  earn  the  huge 
sum  of  £193,000  a  year,  and  that  the  colony 
must  be  called  upon  ultimately  to  make  good 
large  deficiencies.  I  should  be  glad  to  be 
shown  if  it  is  possible  that  I  am  wrong  in  the 
deductions  I  have  made  from  the  statements 
before  the  House;  but  I  believe  I  am  correct 
in  saying  it  is  impossible  for  the  bank  and  the 
Assets  Realisation   Board  to  make  good  the 

11 30  demands  upon  them,  and  the  tax- 
payers  of  this  colony  will  have — as 
always  happens  in  such  cases— to  be  bled  to 
pay  the  debts  of  others. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— Sir,  a  man  must  have  a 
poor  memory  who  can  forget.  Sir,  I  cannot 
forget  how  the  House  was  misled  last  year. 
If  honourable  members  had  the  knowledge 
then  they  have  now  they  would  have  let  the 
bank  go,  and  would  not  have  sanctioned  that 
legislation.  I  cannot  on  this  occasion  take  the 
advice  of  Ministers,  or  of  my  own  leader,  or  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  inquired  into 
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the  affairs  of  the  bank.  This  is  a  matter  into 
which  I  must  inquire  myself.  The  Committee 
came  to  a  decision  without  an  independent 
valuation,  and  before  I  could  go  further  in  this 
matter  I  should  require  an  independent  valua- 
tion. It  is  only  a  few  weeks  ago  that  the  Trea- 
surer assured  the  London  shareholders  that 
there  was  no  probability  of  another  call  being 
made  upon  them.  The  bank,  we  are  now  told, 
is  sinking  under  the  weight  of  the  Estates  Com- 
pany. It  is  only  one  short  year  since  Mr.  John 
Murray,  who  so  ably  and  successfully  conducted 
the  delicate  negotiations  on  behalf  of  the  bank, 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer : — 

"  In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  point  out  that  an 
erroneous  impression  has  been  disseminated 
that  legislation  is  in  some  way  necessary  to 
free  the  Estates  Company.  Except  as  a  con- 
dition of  amalgamation  made  by  the  Colonial 
Bank,  there  is  no  such  necessity.  It  is  already 
a  separate  company,  and  separately  adminis- 
tered, though  to  a  large  extent  under  the 
bank's  control.  As  to  its  being  a  burden  on 
the  bank,  it  is  only  so  in  the  sense  of  being  a 
burden  on  the  bank  shareholders,  which  it  must 
of  necessity  remain  till  it  is  liquidated,  unless 
the  colony  were  to  relieve  them,  which  nobody 
proposes." 

This  is  the  suggestion  that  he  throws  out  in 
his  letter :  that  the  colony  should  relieve  them, 
although  nobody  asks  for  it.  We  now  find  the 
Government  carrying  out  to  the  letter  the  sug- 
gestions of  Mr.  Murray.  So,  I  presume,  the 
.separation  is  now  taking  place  in  order  to 
clear  the  way  for  the  proposed  purchase.  I 
am  pleased,  however,  to  see  the  Bill  has  been 
much  improved  in  passing  through  Commit- 
tee. This  is,  so  far,  satisfactory.  The  way 
in  which  it  was  framed  at  first  was  far  more 
dangerous  to  the  unfortunate  taxpayers  than 
it  is  now.  This  report,  as  I  have  indicated, 
is  not  an  independent  report.  It  is  not  the  re- 
port of  independent  valuers  :  it  is  simply  the 
report  of  the  bank's  officers.  It  is  not  a  report 
on  which  any  private  person  would  lend  money. 
If  you  yourself,  Sir,  were  advancing  money 
on  mortgage  you  would  have  an  independent 
valuation  made  of  the  property  which  you 
were  advancing  upon.  The  Government  of  this 
country,  however,  seems  prepared  to  act  in  a 
most  unbusinesslike  way  with  the  taxpayers' 
money.  Now,  what  is  the  position  of  the 
bank  ?  The  whole  of  the  capital  of  the  share- 
holders is  gone.  The  money  paid  by  the  share- 
holders, amounting  to  £900,000,  is  gone.  The 
"balance  of  the  call  which  has  been  made  is 
also  practically  gone.  The  position  is,  there- 
fore, a  very  serious  one.  Of  the  £1,350,000 
paid,  there  still  remains  £1,000,000  of  liabili- 
ties on  the  unfortunate  shareholders.  Now,  are 
we  relieving  these  unfortunate  people  of  this 
£1,000,000  in  any  way  by  our  action  ?  No, 
Sir,  we  are  not,  because  there  is  another 
call  of  half  a  million  to  be  made.  Had  we  not 
taken  action  at  all,  perhaps  they  would  have 
been  able  to  moor  their  boat  in  more  settled 
water,  and,  consequently,  this  call  would  not 
have  been  made  upon  them.  Shortly,  the  posi- 
Mr»  McQuire 


tion  of  the  shareholders  is  this:  The  money 
which  they  have  paid,  and  the  money  they 
will  have  to  pay  in  November,  is  absolutely  all 
gone.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  depositors  and 
customers  of  the  bank,  the  amount  which  is 
set  down  as  being  due  to  them  is  over  seven 
millions.  Against  that  amount  there  are  securi- 
ties estimated  at  over  seven  millions.  Taking 
the  one  million  of  uncalled  capital,  and  the 
two  millions  of  "  A  "  stock  guaranteed  by  the 
colony,  it  appears  that  the  bank  is  in  a  fair 
enough  position,  as  far  as  this  branch  of  the 
business  is  concerned,  at  all  events,  to  meet  all 
its  engagements.  Now,  we  also  propose  to 
guarantee  £2,734,000  in  order  to  realise  the 
Assets  Company.  I  think  this  is  a  very  heavy 
undertaking  for  the  colony  to  go  in  for.  No 
doubt,  when  the  bank  is  clear  of  these  assets 
it  will  be  in  a  better  position  to  resume  its 
ordinary  business,  and  there  will  be  half  a 
million  in  the  shape  of  shares  taken  up  by 
the  colony.  This  will  be  the  position  of  the 
bank  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances. 
Now,  the  position  which  members  of  this 
House  have  to  face  is  to  consider  not  only 
the  bank  and  the  shareholders,  but  honour- 
able members  have  really  to  consider  the 
colony.  They  have  to  consider  the  taxpayer ; 
they  have  to  consider  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  this  colony,  who  are  being  forced  against 
their  will  into  the  position  of  being  share- 
holders in  this  institution.  I  think  it  very 
unjust  that  they  should  be  forced  to  become 
shareholders  against  their  will.  Many  of  them 
have  received  no  benefit  from  the  bank.  And  I 
regret  to  see  the  Treasurer  was  so  sanguine 
when  in  London,  and  made  the  statements 
he  did.  I  am  sorry  for  this,  because  I  will 
say  here  that,  in  my  opinion,  he  made  a  good 
and  favourable  impression  when  in  London, 
and  it  is  a  pity  that  impression  should  be 
spoiled  by  anything  he  might  have  said.  His 
statement  will  be  looked  upon  as  very  mis- 
leading in  the  face  of  a  deficiency  in  the 
bank  of  £376,900,  of  a  deficiency  in  the  Assets 
Company  of  £467,077,  and  of  a  deficiency  in 
trading  concerns  outside  of  New  Zealand  of 
£444,601.  Now,  by  passing  the  Bill  which 
has  been  read  a  third  time  in  this  House, 
and  is  waiting  now  to  be  finished,  we  involve 
the  taxpayers  of  this  colony  in  an  unknown 
liability.  We  increase  the  burdens  of  the 
colony  to  a  very  large  amount  indeed.  The 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  has  in  the  past  done  a 
great  business,  and  no  doubt  has  the  remnant 
of  that  business  still ;  but  the  good  old  day  of 
banking  is  over,  and  I  fear  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  the  bank  is  able  to  pay  off  any  of 
the  liability  now  standing  against  it.  What  is 
taking  place  under  this  Bill  was  common  talk 
in  London  in  May  last.  It  was  well  known  to 
the  inner  circle  there  who  knew  something 
of  the  colony.  To  them  it  was  well  Known 
Jihat  this  legislation  would  take  place.  I  was 
told  about  it,  but  would  not  believe  such  to  be 
the  case,  but  I  find  now  that  it  was  only  too 
true.  I  sympathize  greatly  with  the  unfortu- 
nate shareholders  in  the  position  they  are 
placed  in :  they  got  into  this  position  through 
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parties  who  should  have  conserved  their  in- 
terests but  did  not.  But  I  object  altogether  to 
making  the  whole  people  of  the  oolony  become 
shareholders  in  this  institution.  I  charge  the 
present  Government  with  the  responsibility 
for  the  position  in  which  the  colony  is  placed 
with  regard  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.    Had 

*they  not  acted  as  they  did  twelve  months 
ago,  had  they  not  induced  members  to  sup- 
port them  by  statements  of  the  great  disaster 

'that  would  befall  the  colony  if  this  were  not 
done,  we  should  not  be  in  tbe  position  we 
occupy  at  the  present  time.  But  the  most 
serious  position  of  all  is  the  absence  of  finality 
in  this  matter.  Next  year  this  bank  or  some 
-other  bank  may  come  to  grief,  and  it  will  no 
doubt  be  said  that  widespread  disaster  will 
follow  unless  the  colony  comes  to  the  rescue. 

'  We  are  establishing  a  precedent  that  no  doubt 
will  be  taken  advantage  of  in  the  future.  I  do 
not  think  tbe  taxpayers  of  this  colony  should 
be  asked  to  bolster  up  every  sickly  institution 
in  this  country.  Tt  is  for  these  reasons  that  I 
have  voted  against  the  Bill  from  beginning  to 
•end.    TheBe  are  the  reasons  which  will  induce 

'  me  in  the  future  to  do  so.  Had  we  had  an  in- 
dependent valuation  I  should  perhaps  have 
Acted  otherwise;  but,  not  knowing  what  we 
were  doing,  I,  for  one,  will  not  vote  in  the 
dark.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  oppose  the 
Bill.  The  liability  we  are  incurring  may  be 
-enormous,  and  may  be  very  hurtful,  and  may 
retard  the  future  prosperity  of  this  fertile 
-country. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  as  one  of  the 

'Managers  appointed  to  attend  the  Conference 

'  I  should  like  to  Bay  that  I  consider  the  House 

'succeeded  in  carrying  a  great  portion  of  its 
proposals.  The  motion  of  which  I  was  the 
author— reducing  the  £1,500  to  £1,000— has 
been  modified.  The  thousand  was  not  con- 
sidered by  the  Upper  House  ample,  and,  after 
the  emphatic  expression  that  was  given  in  this 

'House,  I  am  quite  sure  that  nothing  like 
£1,500  will  be  paid  to  the  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed. I  feel  that,  in  securing  the  rejection 
of  the  portion  struck  out  in  clause  27,  we 
succeeded  in  doing  a  good  thing— that  was, 
with  regard  to  the  decision  as  to  the  purchase 
of  new  business  —  that  the  approval  of  this 
House  must  first  be  had.    I  do  not  know  that 

'I  need  delay  tbe  House  any  longer  beyond 
pointing  out  these  matters. 

Mr.  LANG. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  one  of  those 
who  gave  up  their  right  to  speak  on  the  third 
reading  of  this  Bill,  in  order  that  it  might  be 

'passed  on  Saturday  night,  and  I  should  just 

"like  to  say  a  few  words,  in  order  to  give  my 
reasons  for  opposing  this  Bill.  In  the  first 
place,  I  may  say  that  last  session  I  voted  for 
the  two  millions  guaranteed  to  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  and  did  so  for  the  following 
reasons :  In  the  first  place,  we  were  told  that 
if  the  Bill  did  not  pass  the  House  that  night 
the  doors  of  the  bank  would  be  closed.  We 
were  also  told  that  if  we  passed  that  Bill  the 
bank  would  be  placed  in  a  prosperous  position, 
and  that  we  should  not  be  called  upon  for  any 

'further  contribution— that  the  colony  would 


not  be  expected  to  pay  a  single  sixpence,  and 
also  that  the  Government  would  take  the  re- 
sponsibility. Now,  I  would  ask,  how  many 
honourable  members  would  have  voted  for 
that  Bill  if  they  had  known  that  within  very 
little  over  twelve  months  they  would  be  called 
upon  again  to  contribute  a  larger  amount?  I 
may  say  I  have  studied  this  matter  as  well  as 
I  was  able  to  do  so  with  the  time  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  I  have  listened  very  attentively  to 
the  speeches  of  honourable  members,  more 
especially  of  those  who  have  spoken  in  favour 
of  this  Bill.  I  have  done  so  in  order  that  I 
might  hear  something  which  would  enable 
me  to  support  this  measure.  It  would  be 
far  more  pleasant  for  me  to  support  this  Bill 
than  to  vote  against  it.  But  we  have  heard 
nothing  but  the  faintest  praise  of  it  from 
those  who  have  supported  this  measure.  One 
honourable  member,  in  urging  this  House  to 
support  this  Bill,  Bpoke  of  the  bank  as  being 
"  just  solvent  " ;  another  member  spoke  of  it 
as  being  **  about  solvent " ;  a  third  member, 
in  saying  why  we  should  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  said  it  was  "  the  lesser  of  two  evils  " ; 
and  a  fourth,  speaking  of  the  balance-sheet, 
said  it"  gave  the  bank  the  appearance  of  being 
solvent."  Now,  these  were  the  terms  used  by 
the  members  who  were  strongest  in  supporting 
this  Bill.  What  will  be  the  position  of  this 
bank  when  this  Bill  passes  ?  It  seems  to  me 
that,  if  everything  is  favourable,  and  if  prices 
are  high,  at  the  end  of  nine  years  everything 
may  possibly  come  out  well ;  but  what  will  be 
the  effect  if  matters  stand  as  they  now  are 
and  if  prices  decline?  The  position  will  be 
worse  still.  I  ask  honourable  members  if  they 
would  be  willing  to  invest  their  own  private 
money  in  any  business  concern  on  such  terms 
as  these.  It  is  scarcely  possible  I  could  have 
voted  in  favour  of  giving  further  aid  to  this 
institution  when  the  probability  was  that  we 
should  be  required  to  again  give  more  unless 
everything  turned  out  in  the  most  favourable 
light.  Last  year  honourable  members  voted 
for  the  two-millions  guarantee ;  but  that  was 
because  they  thought  it  would  set  the  bank 
up,  and  that  they  would  not  be  called  upon 
to  pay  anything  further;  but  do  honourable 
members  who  have  voted  to  give  the  bank  this 
amount  this  year  think  that  they  will  not 
be  called  upon  to  pay  more  ?  Is  the  report 
we  have  from  this  Committee  reliable?  I 
say  this  with  all  due  deference:  So  far  as 
the  members  of  that  Committee  are  con- 
cerned, I  do  not,  myself,  for  one  moment, 
think  that  they  would  bring  down  a  report 
that  they  themselves  thought  unreliable;  but 
they  have  taken  evidence  on  one  side  of  the 
question  only.  They  only  examined  the  bank 
officials,  and  those  who  are  interested.  They 
have  taken  no  evidence  whatsoever  on  the 
other  side,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Com- 
mittee is  in  a  similar  position  as  regards  the 
evidence  taken  this  year  to  the  position  which 
Ministers  occupied  last  year  after  they  had 
examined  Mr.  Murray.  Then,  again,  with  re- 
gard to  the  injury  that  was  likely  to  happen 
to  the  colony  if  we  had  not  given  the  guaran- 
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tee,  I  think  it  has  been  very  muoh  exaggerated. 
I  think,  although  it  would  have  caused  a  great 
deal  of  misery  at  the  time,  that  by  this  time 
the  effects  would  have  passed  away,  and  we 
should  have  got  over  it.  I  am  much  opposed 
to  amalgamation.  No  doubt  we  have  been  led 
into  trouble  as  far  as  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
is  concerned ;  and  there  is  some  reason  in  the 
view  held  by  some  honourable  members,  that 
the  bank  is  so  much  involved  that  we  must 
see  it  through,  whatever  the  consequences  may 
be  ;  but  that  does  not  apply  to  the  Colonial  or 
to  other  banks  than  the  Colonial.  If  the  Colo- 
nial is  a  paying  concern,  it  would  not  wish  to 
join  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  ;  but,  if  it  is 
other  than  a  paying  concern,  surely  it  is  not 
wise  that  it  should  be  allowed  to  amalgamate 
with  this  institution.  I  take  it  that  it  is  not 
the  business  of  Parliament  to  bolster  up  a  weak 
institution.  With  regard  to  clause  31,  I  am 
afraid  it  means  more  billets  and  high  salaries. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  Board  is  quite  un- 
necessary, and  I  think  it  would  bo  preferable 
if  they  appointed  local  people  to  report  to  the 
head  department.  In  all  probability  the  bank 
will  have  to  employ  these  local  people,  whether 
the  Board  is  established  or  not.  Personally  I 
am  not  opposed  to  high  salaries  when  they  are 
given  to  men  who  have  been  long  in  the  ser- 
vice, who  have  given  the  greater  part  of  their 
lives  to  the  service  of  the  colony,  or  who  have 
worked  their  way  up  to  be  heads  of  the  de- 
partments. But  the  principle  should  not  apply 
to  men  who  are  appointed  only  temporarily.  I 
think  it  is  possible  that  these  temporary  men 
could  be  obtained  for  moderate  salaries ;  and  if 
high  salaries  were  given  to  men  in  such  posi- 
tions it  stands  to  reason  that  they  would  not 
be  very  energetic  in  getting  through  their  busi- 
ness, as  they  would  know  that  when  they  have 
finished  their  occupation  is  gone.  I  am  sorry 
that  the  amount  for  salaries  has  been  increased 
to  £1,500.  For  my  part,  I  think  that  £1,000  is 
quite  high  enough,  and  I  feel  sure  that  capital 
men  could  have  been  got  for  that  sum.  It  has 
been  said  that  facts  and  figures  will  prove  any- 
thing; but  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  facts  or  figures  which  prove 
that  we  shall  not  be  called  upon  before 
many  years  are  past  to  further  aid  this  insti- 
tution. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— I  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Managers  of  the 
House  which  has  just  been  submitted.  I 
should  like  to  say,  as  to  clause  81,  that  I  am 
very  muoh  disappointed  that  the  Managers 
do  ^  not  agree  with  those  who  say  that  in 
waiving  our  privileges  in  this  matter  from  year 
to  year,  with  the  understanding  that  it  is  not 
to  be  quoted  as  a  precedent,  we  are  gradually 
weakening  our  position.  I  think  the  Man- 
agers appointed  by  this  House  ought  to  have 
insisted  upon  this  clause  remaining  in  the  Bill. 
It  simply  emphasizes  the  necessity,  when  this 
House  on  future  occasions  appoints  Managers, 
that  they  should  be  in  sympathy  with  the 
wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  House,  and  should 
be  prepared  to  contend  for  our  privileges  in 
Conferences  with  another  place.  If  a  division 
Mr.  Lang 


is  called  for  against  this  amendment  I  shall 
certainly  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  WARD.— No. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.  — I  understand  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  wishes  to  get  his  reply  in 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  I  am  endeavouring 
to  cut  my  remarks  short  for  that  reason ;  but 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  addresses  me  I 
shall  probably  take  some  considerable  time. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  will  not  say  any  more. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— With  regard  to  clause  37, 
with  reference  to  the  amalgamation  proposals, 
I  am  glad  that  the  Managers  of  this  House 
succeeded  in  getting  this  clause  retained.  I 
am  opposed  to  the  amalgamation  proposals  in 
the  absence  of  the  fullest  information  possible. 
By  the  clause  as  set  out  in  the  Bill,  it  will 
be  possible  for  a  mere  sale-note — a  mere  con- 
tract—to be  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House, 
without  any  further  information  at  all  being 
given,  and  the  House  will  then  be  in  the  posi- 
tion of  having  to  vote  on  a  resolution  on  * 
contract-note  which  gives  no  information  at 
all.  When  this  contract  is  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House  there  will  be  another  debate; 
but  I  question  whether  we  shall  get  the  in- 
formation we  require.  With  regard  to  the 
amalgamation  proposals,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
the  increase  of  the  earning-power  of  the  bank 
has  been  greatly  overestimated.  The  debate 
which  has  taken  place  this  session  with  re- 
ference to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  must 
undoubtedly  have  weakened  its  position.  I 
shall  be  very  much  astonished,  and  very  much 
pleased  indeed,  if  the  estimates  made  by  the 
Committee  are  approaohed  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree. My  opinion  is  that,  even  if  the  amal- 
gamation does  come  off,  the  increased  earning- 
power  of  the  combined  institutions  will  be 
very  small  indeed.  Personally,  I  think  it 
would  be  very  much  better  if  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  went  on  its  own  way,  and  if  the 
Colonial  Bank  were  also  allowed  to  go  its  own 
way.  The  Premier,  in  speaking  on  the  Bill, 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  balance- 
sheets  of  the  Assets  Company  and  the  bank 
were  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
From  an  examination  of  the  balance-sheets 
on  this  question  laid  before  the  Committee,  I 
should  say  that  the  proposed  balanoe-sheets  to 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  will  not  give 
us  information  that  will  be  a  very  correct  in- 
dex as  to  what  the  position  is.  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  from  experience  during  the 
last  few  days  that  the  balance-sheets  of  either 
a  publio  company  or  a  bank  are  decidedly 
peculiar,  and  practically  do  not  mean  any- 
thing. What  they  do  contain  is  very  mislead- 
ing. Coming  to  section  54,  containing  a  pro- 
vision for  the  disposal  of  lands  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  bank  as  mortgagee,  I  think 
that  that  clause  should  have  been  applicable 
to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  only,  and  I  re- 
gret that  it  is  not  in  this  Bill  now  before  us, 
because  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  if  it  is  now 
in  possession  of  certain  properties,  may  hold 
them  too  long,  and  may  lose  upon  them.  With 
regard  to  clause  54,  which  has  been  struck 
out  by  the  Council,  we  waived  our  right  to  re- 
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tain  it  in  the  Act ;  but  unless  the  Government 
bring  down  a  Bill  this  session,  or  next  session, 
the  ohances  are  that-  the  bank  will  enter  into 
possession  of  properties,  and  we  shall  have  to 
bear  further  loss  upon  them.  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  for  regret  that  the  House  did  not  insist 
on  this  provision  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land shall  not  hold  properties  for  a  longer 
term  than  three  years.  I  do  not  propose  to 
refer  to  the  question    of   overdrafts,    as  the 

Suestion  has  been  fully  dealt  with ;  but,  as  I 
ave  not  spoken  at  all  on  the  second  or  third 
reading,  recognising  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  the  measure  through,  perhaps  I 
might  be  allowed  now  just  to  say  a  word  or 
two  with  reference  to  this  question  generally. 

jqq  I  am  sure  the  Committee  will  believe 
me  when  I  say  that  there  is  no  vote 
I  have  given  in  this  House  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  it  that  has  caused  mo  greater 
anxiety  than  the  one  I  gave  in  connection 
with  this  Bill.  The  matter  is  one  of  very  grave 
responsibility,  and  every  member  must  have 
made  up  his  mind  that  he  must  stand  this 
year  by  his  vote  and  be  prepared  to  justify  it 
in  time.  I  have  gone  into  the  matter  very 
fully,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I 
shall  have  to  vote  against  the  Bill.  There 
are  various  reasons  that  led  me  to  that  de- 
cision. One  of  them  is  the  fact  that  last  year 
we  had  a  certain  position  put  before  us  by 
Ministers,  and  we  had  to  make  up  our  minds 
which  way  we  should  vote.  We  voted,  and  in 
that  vote  I  think  we  made  a  mistake.  Now, 
Sir,  I  should  like  to  read  one  or  two  extracts 
from  Hansard,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  some- 
what tedious,  because  they  explain  why  I  think 
that  vote  should  never  have  been  given.  The 
Treasurer,  in  moving  the  Guarantee  Bill,  said, — 

"Unless  the  proposals  were  adequate,  and 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  recurrence  of  a  crisis 
such  as  this,  it  would  have  been  better,  on  the 
verge  of  the  position,  to  have  distinctly  said, 
1  Rather  than  do  what  was  inadequate  we  will 
leave  the  position  alone  altogether.1 " 

Now  we  rind  that  the  help  given  was  alto- 
gether inadequate,  and  that  within  one  short 
year  of  having  guaranteed  the  two  millions  we 
are  called  upon  to  make  a  further  guarantee. 
In  the  same  speech  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
said,— 

"I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  here  that 
what  we  propose  is  the  right  course  for  the 
House  and  the  Government  to  take,  and  that 
it  is  the  right  course  for  the  bank  itself.  That 
being  so,  I  would  further  inform  the  House 
that  the  Government  was  not  disposed,  in  the 
first  place,  to  accede  to  so  large  an  amount  as 
indicated  in  this  Bill — our  desire  was  to  reduce 
it  to  half,  or  even  less  than  that ;  but,  after 
close  and  careful  investigation  with  the  con- 
fidential representative  of  the  bank,  who  was 
perfectly  frank  and  open,  we  were  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  guarantee  of  less  than 
£2,000,000  would  be  inadequate." 

Sir,  if  the  careful  investigation  was  such  as 
not  to  have  satisfied  the  Government  that  the 
bank  was  then  in  a  very  bad  position,  then  I 
am  very  sorry  for  the  investigation  that  took 


place.  Then,  again,  with  regard  to  the  Assets 
Company,  we  were  told  that  we  should  have  got 
no  information  at  all  if  we  had  a  Committee. 
The  Treasurer,  in  moving  the  second  reading,, 
said, — 

"  I  desire,  further,  to  point  out  a  factor  which 
the  Government  had  necessarily  to  inquire  into, 
and  that  is,  What  is  the  position  of  the  bank's 
asset 8  to-day  ?  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  say 
what  is  the  position  of  any  bank's  assets  at 
a  particular  time,  unless  specially  revalued 
or  inquired  into ;  but  I  desire  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that,  during 
recent  years,  the  securities  of  this  bank  were 
subject  to  two  rigid  scrutinies,  and  they  were 
also  subjeoted  to  an  entirely  independent 
audit." 

Now,  the  members  of  the  Government  evi- 
dently had  some  intimation  as  to  what  the 
value  of  the  assets  were ;  and,  in  addition  to 
that,  the  fact  that  the  Joint  Committee  that 
has  sat  during  the  last  few  days  had  to  rely  on 
the  valuations  made  in  1891  shows  that  that 
information,  at  any  rate,  was  available  to  the 
Government  last  year  had  they  gone  into  the 
matter.  Then,  again,  the  Premier,  speaking 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  same  Bill,  said, — 

"The  specially- instructed  and  responsible 
person  of  the  bank  has  suddenly  come  down  to 
Wellington.  He  has  placed  information  before 
the  Government,  and  that  information  is  sup- 
ported by  information  from  London." 

I  do  not  know,  of  course,  what  the  informa- 
tion was,  but  I  presume  it  had  some  bearing 
on  the  position  of  the  bank.  The  Premier  went 
on  to  say, — 

"  It  is  known  to  the  people  that  there  has 
been  a  cloud.  It  is  now  here,  and  it  is  for  us 
to  dispel  it.  I  am  sure  if  we  pass  this  Bill  this 
oloud  will  be  dispelled,  and  we  shall  only  be 
doing  what  is  just  to  the  country,  and  what  will 
redound  to  our  credit  as  a  Legislature.  That 
is  my  honest  conviction.  The  Government 
have  taken  counsel  with  experienced  finan- 
ciers. They  have  consulted  with  members  well 
acquainted  with  finance  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature ;  and  if  a  Committee  were  set 
up  it  would  be  a  loss  of  precious  time,  and 
what  we  might  do,  owing  to  that  fatal  delay, 
would  not  meet  the  emergency.  It  is  for  the 
House,  therefore,  to  accept  the  assurance  of 
those  who  have  given  the  matter  their  most 
serious  consideration.  It  is  a  grave  responsi- 
bility, but  it  has  not  been  taken  without  due 
and  careful  inquiry.  The  responsibility  will  be 
with  the  House  if  it  refuses  to  accept  the  Bill." 

Sir,  the  Government  last  year  took  the  re- 
sponsibility of  granting  that  two-million  gua- 
rantee, and  it  was  distinctly  stated,  by  one 
member  after  another,  in  the  limited  time  at 
their  disposal,  that  they  voted  for  that  two-mil- 
lion guarantee  on  the  distinct  understanding 
that  the  members  of  the  present  Government 
accepted  the  responsibility  for  it.  We  had 
practically  no  information,  and  we  had  no 
means  of  obtaining  it ;  and  we  were  assured  by 
the  Government  that  they  had  gone  into  the 
matter,  and  this  was  the  only  way  out  of  the 
difficulty,  and  that  it  would  be  a  permanent 
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solution  of  the  difficulty.  On  that  we  went 
into  the  guarantee,  somewhat  reluctantly. 
Now,  this  year  we  have  this  hank  coming 
before  us  again  ;  and  what  do  we  find  ?  —  that, 
instead  of  the  Government  having  any  informa- 
tion last  year  upon  which  they  can  act,  they 
.get  a  Committee  set  up  which  finds  that  the 
position  of  the  bank  is  such  as  is  almost  ap- 
palling. We  find,  for  instance,  that  the  whole 
of  the  paid-up  capital  of  the  bank  has  gone. 
Last  year  one  of  the  assets  quoted  by  the 
Treasurer  in  his  speech  as  security  for  our 
guarantee  was  the  £900,000  of  paid-up  capital. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  whole  of  the  capital 
must  have  been  gone  last  year.  Now,  the  Go- 
vernment have  asked  for  and  got  a  Committee 
this  year,  and  have  practically  submitted  pro- 
posals to  this  House  that  the  country  should 
accept  the  further  responsibility  on  behalf  of 
this  institution  of,  say,  £2,784,000;  whioh, 
with  the  five  hundred  thousand  pounds*  worth 
of  shares  in  the  bank,  means  over  three  and  a 
quarter  millions  additional  responsibility.  Be- 
sides, we  must  not  forget  to  take  this  fact  into 
consideration  :  that,  should  anything  whatever 
happen  to  the  bank,  or  should  the  assistance 
given  prove  insufficient,  causing  the  bank  to 
close  up,  then  we  should  have  to  provide  for 
interest  on  these  different  amounts.  But,  in- 
dependent of  interest  altogether,  we  have  at 
stake  nearly  five  and  a  quarter  millions  in  this 
institution.  Against  this  we  have,  of  course,  the 
assets  of  the  bank,  whatever  they  are  worth. 
Now,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  course  taken. 
I  think  there  was  another  course,  of  whioh  I 
shall  speak  later,  that  should  have  been  taken 
which  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to 
the  country  as  a  whole.  But,  supposing  I  did 
agree  with  it  to  some  extent,  we  find  that  the 
assets  of  the  Realisation  Board  set  out  in  the 
proposals  only  include  a  portion  of  the  com- 
pany's estates.  When  this  proposal  was  laid 
before  the  House  we  were  all  given  to  under- 
stand that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  House 
that  the  Assets  Company  should  be  separated 
from  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  under  the  present  proposal  this  is  not 
done.  The  Assets  Realisation  Board  only  takes 
possession  of  certain  properties ;  the  bank  re- 
tains possession  of  a  great  many  more.  Alto- 
gether the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  retains  or  is 
responsible  for  assets  worth  £834,812  of  one 
sort  or  another,  being  trading  concerns,  free- 
holds, shares,  and  so  on.  Now,  is  the  House 
perfectly  certain  that  there  will  not  be  any 
further  loss  made  on  these  lines  ?  I  think  it 
probable  that  some  of  these  lines  will  have  a 
loss  upon  them,  and  the  position  will  be  that 
the  colony  will  have  to  find  an  additional  gua- 
rantee, or  pay  up  an  additional  sum.  Further, 
we  have  legislated  this  year  to  bolster  up  the 
bank,  whioh  has  lost  at  the  present  time  not 
only  all  the  capital  paid  up,  but  the  balance 
of  the  call  that  is  to  be  paid  next  month — 
£1,350,000 ;  and  I  say  that  to  attempt  to  bolster 
up  a  bank  in  that  position  is,  in  my  opinion, 
a  huge  mistake.  What  I  should  have  liked  to 
see  the  Government  do  would  have  been  to 
introduce  a  measure  to  liquidate  this  bank, 
Mr.  G.  J.  Smith 


giving  colonial  security  against  loss.  I  recog- 
nise that  if  this  bank  shuts  its  doors  at  a 
minute's  notice  there  would  be  undoubtedly 
a  panic.  At  the  present  time  the  colony  is 
interested  in  it  to  such  an  extent  that  it  will 
have  to  stand  the  loss.  The  shareholders  have 
practically  no  interest  in  the  bank  at  all,  ex- 
cept to  pay  calls,  and  by  the  time  these  are 
paid  up  they  will  not,  I  think,  realise  any- 
thing like  the  million  that  is  put  down,  for 
many  of  the  shareholders  will  not  be  able  to 
pay  at  all;  they  will  simply  be  made  bank- 
rupt by  the  calls.  And  it  would  have  reached 
the  bottom  of  the  affair  at  once  had  the  colony 
stepped  in  and  agreed  to  liquidate  the  bank, 
giving  a  guarantee  that  the  depositors  would 
be  paid  in  full.  I  believe  that  would  have  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  country,  and  have 
stopped  any  panic ;  and  that  the  colony,  being 
freed  from  the  constant  fear  of  trouble  in  con- 
nection with  the  bank  and  the  Estates  Com- 
pany, would  have  begun  to  make  real  progress. 
The  Treasurer  a  few  minutes  ago  said  to  me 
he  was  anxious  to  get  the  debate  closed,  and 
that  he  hoped  I  would  be  as  short  as  I  could. 
I  Bhall  therefore  make  my  remarks  brief.  I 
regret  that  in  my  opinion  the  Government 
have  not  taken  the  best  course  in  connection 
with  this  matter.  I  have  gone  into  it  very 
carefully  and  fully,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  and  1 
think,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  members 
of  the  Government,  that  another  course  than 
that  which  they  have  taken  should  have  been 
followed.  I  should  just  like  for  a  moment 
again  to  refer  to  the  amalgamation  proposals 
before  I  conclude.  In  speaking  this  afternoon 
I  said  that  there  undoubtedly  had  been  certain 
proposals  going  on.  I  had  very  good  reasons 
for  saying  that ;  and  I  then  said  I  could  not 
understand  how  the  Government  could  be  igno- 
rant of  these  things.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's statement  reminded  me  of  an  incident 
in  the  life  of  a  celebrated  naval  officer  who  on  a 
certain  memorable  occasion  put  his  telescope 
to  his  blind  eye,  and  then  said  he  could  not 
see.  I  am  not  sure  that  that  is  not  the  position 
of  the  Government  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
There  is  something  underneath  whioh,  if  the 
Premier  does  not  know  of,  I  earnestly  suggest 
to  him  that  ho  should  try  to  find  out,  because 
it  is  very  currently  reported  from  a  very  good 
source  that  it  is  already  well  understood  what 
the  terms  of  amalgamation  are  to  be.  If  the 
Premier  is  ignorant  of  it  it  is  placing  the 
Premier  in  a  very  unfair  position. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  President  of  the  bank, 
the  responsible  officer  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, knows  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— The  President  of  the 
bank  may  not  know  about  it.  I  suggest  to 
the  Premier,  however,  that  he  should  apply 
to  the  directors  of  the  bank  next.  I  regret 
that  on  this  matter  my  vote  has  to  be  given 
against  the  Government.  I  can  assure  the 
Premier  that  I  should  have  preferred  to  vote 
with  the  members  of  the  Government  on  im- 
portant proposals  such  as  these,  and  it  is  only 
from  a  strong  sense  of  duty  that  I  vote  against 
them. 
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Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  rise,  Sir,  to  make  now  the 
personal  explanation  that  I  mentioned  a  short 
time  ago  X  desired  to  offer.  I  stated  that  I 
had  said  nothing  in  the  House  about  the  privi- 
leges of  this  House  in  respect  to  the  Bills  of 
last  year.  I  referred  to  Hansard  in  support  of 
that.  The  Premier  then  said  that  I  had  made 
the  statement  at  the  Conference.  I  denied 
that.  In  order  to  find  out  whether  I  made  any 
statement  at  all,  I  asked  the  members  of  the 
Conference,  who  were  the  Hon.  Mr.  Downie 
Stewart,  Major  Steward,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  who  accompanied  me  to 
the  Conference,  and  waited  whilst  I  was  en- 
gaged there,  and  they  all  say  I  never  opened 
my  mouth. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Sir,  I  should  have  to  say 
at  once  that  I  was  blind  and  deaf  if  1  were, 
Sir,  to  accept  what  the  honourable  member  has 
stated.  And  now,  to  show  the  honourable 
member  how  defective  his  memory  is,  I  will 
refer  him  to  Eansard  of  1894,  Volume  86,  and 
he  will  find  there  what  he  did  say. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  page  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Page  783  :— 

"He  was  not  going  to  deal  with  the  wider 
question  of  whether  or  not  the  privileges  of  the 
House  had  been  invaded  in  some  of  these  Bills. 
To  do  that  would  require  more  than  the  half- 
hour  limit  which  the  House  had  unwisely  put 
on  honourable  members,  because  it  would 
necessitate  his  referring  to  some  long  extracts 
from  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  English  Hansard,  and  several  text-books. 
He  would  only  say  this;  that  he,  for  one, 
would  vote  against  this  agreement  as  affecting 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill.  He  thought  it 
was  utterly  wrong.  He  thought  it  was  inde- 
fensible, and  it  was  contrary  to  what  was  stated 
in  the  House." 

Later  on  he  says,  "  As  to  the  Harbours  Bill, 
he  thought  the  Council  was  within  its  right  to 
reject  that  olause  —  that  was,  assuming  the 
Council  might  reject  a  taxing  clause."  Now, 
Sir,  one  honourable  member  at  the  Conference 
to  which  I  refer  was  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Which  Conference  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  were  three  Bills  all 
referred  to  the  one  Conference.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
MacGregor,  one  of  the  Managers  for  the 
Council  on  the  Conference,  was  the  barrister ; 
and  the  honourable  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  was  the  solicitor,  and  pre- 
pared the  brief  and  looked  up  the  authorities. 
I  could  show,  Sir,  if  my  worthy  colleague  the 
Minister  of  Lands  were  here 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  is  here. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well.  I  was  saying 
that  that  was  tbe  position  taken  up  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R. 
Stout).  In  opening  the  proceedings  on  behalf 
of  the  Council's  Managers  there  was  a  long 
statement  read  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor, 
and  it  was  stated — and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  remember  this— that  the  authorities 
had  been  quoted  by  Mr.  Bell ;  and  he  will  pro- 
bably remember  that  he  took  the  authorities 
that  were  on  the  table,  looked  up  the  passages, 


and  gave  them  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor,  to 
upset  the  contentions  of  the  Managers  for  the- 
House  of  Representatives.  I  have  a  very  lively 
recollection  of  who  was  the  barrister — at  leastr 
who  was  behind,  and  who  was  at  work  as  re- 
gards upsetting  the  oontention  of  the  Managers 
on  behalf  of  the  House  as  to  the  aetion  of  the 
Council  and  the  attack  upon  our  privileges. - 
And,  just  to  show  again  that  the  honourable 
gentleman's  memory  is  defective,  I  may  say 
that  the  other  night  he  distinctly  stated  here, 
in  regard  to  this  same  Banking  Bill,  that  I  was 
wrong  when  I  made  a  statement  to  the  House 
that  last  year  Captain  Russell,  the  honour- 
able the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
himself,  the  honourable  member  for  Eden,  and 
I  were  in  the  Cabinet-room  together,  and  that 
I  consulted  them  about  the  banking  legisla- 
tion. He  was  confronted  with  the  statement 
made  by  Captain  Russell ;  and  the  honourable 
gentleman 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Keep  to  the  point :  that  is 
not  the  point. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wish  to  show  how  defec- 
tive your  memory  is. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  want  to  hear  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Of  course  not ;  but  I  have 
got  to  put  myself  right.    I  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mitchelson  : — 
"  Premier's  Office, 
"  Wellington,  28th  August,  1895. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  if, 
on  the  day  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  Guaran- 
tee Bill  was  introduced  in  the  session  of  1894, 1 
consulted  you  and  other  leading  members  of 
the  House  ?  Please  state  when  the  consulta- 
tion took  plaoe,  and  who  was  present. — Yours 
sincerely,  "  R.  J.  Seddon. 

"The  Hon.  E.  Mitchelson." 

That  was  on  the  28th  August— a  few  days- 
ago.    To  this  note  Mr.  Mitchelson  replies, — 
"  Wellington,  28th  Angust,  1895. 

"  Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  even* 
date,  I  have  to  state  that,  so  far  as  my  recollec- 
tion serves  me,  the  meeting  took  place  in  the 
Cabinet-room  upstairs  in  the  Parliamentary 
Buildings,  and  those  present  were  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  yourself,  Captain  Russell,  and  I. — Yours- 
sincerely,  "  E.  Mitchelson. 

"  Hon.  R.  J.  Seddon." 

Now,  the  other  day  I  was  made  to  appear  in 
the  papers  as  having  made  a  statement  in  the 
House  that  was  contrary  to  facts. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member 
denied  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Captain  Russell  denied  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  said  I  had  no  recolleotion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Then,  I  simply  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  again  proves  that  his 
memory  is  defective. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Surely,  Sir,  I  may  crave  the 
right,  after  this  statement,  to  say  something  in 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  debate  cannot  be  any 
longer  interrupted  by  altercation  between  two- 
members. 
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Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish  merely  to  say 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  Where  is  the  thing  to 
end?  You  have  had  two  personal  explana- 
tions already,  to  the  interruption  of  the  debate 
—  and  explanations  not  made  at  the  proper 
time. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — The  honourable  member 
has  made  two  charges  against  me. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  cannot  permit  this  in- 
terruption to  go  any  further. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  think  it  is  very  unfair, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  will  have  no  reflection 
"thrown  upon  me  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
I  have  twice  given  an  opportunity  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  explain,  and  the  thing 
must  have  an  end.  The  debate  must  now 
proceed. 

Mr.  FRASER. — I  am  sure,  if  there  is  one 
feeling  more  than  another  uppermost  in  the 
minds  of  honourable  members  in  regard  to 
this  question  it  is  that  of  utter  weariness; 
mingled  with  which  there  is  also  the  sincere 
•desire  and  hope  that  it  may  be  many  a  long 
year  before  we  shall  have  another  Banking  Bill 
•on  the  floor  of  this  House.  I  did  not  speak  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  I  did  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  speaking 
on  the  third  reading,  for  this  reason :  I  desired 
to  see  this  discussion  come  to  an  end.  I 
-would  not  have  risen  to-night  but  for  the  re- 
marks that  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
-for  Egmont,  and  also  for  some  figures  quoted 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City. 
The  honourable  member  for  Egmont  desired 
that  the  House  should  infer  that  the  reason 
-for  separating  the  Assets  Board  from  the  bank 
was  to  facilitate  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  with  the  Colonial  Bank. 
Now,  let  me  assure  the  House  that  this  aspect 
of  the  question  did  not  weigh  with  the  Com- 
mittee for  one  moment.  What  weighed  with 
the  Committee  was  that  it  was  absolutely 
-necessary,  in  order  to  re-establish  the  credit 
•of  the  bank  as  a  banking  institution,  that  the 
Assets  property  should  be  separated  from  it, 
and  for  this  reason :  So  long  as  the  Estates  Com- 
pany remained  an  integral  part  of  the  bank,  then 
the  money 8  deposited  in  the  bank  were  liable 
to  be  used  to  fill  any  gap  that  might  occur  in 
the  future*.  That  is  the  essential  difference 
•between  what  existed  formerly  and  what  will 
exist  in  the  future  under  this  Bill.  If  this  Bill 
be  passed,  whatever  deficiency  there  may  be 
in  the  balance-sheet  of  the  Assets  Realisation 
Board,  certainly  no  one  dealing  with  the  bank 
or  depositing  money  therein  can  suffer  loss  there- 
from. I  will  confine  myself  to-night  chiefly  to 
referring  to  the  figures  cited  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City.  I  conceive  that  he 
has  made  a  mistake,  or  probably  that  he  did 
not  quite  understand  the  relations  between  the 
Realisation  Board  and  the  bank.  I  should  like 
to  place  before  the  House  the  relations  that 
will  exist  in  future  between  those  two  bodies 
in  a  light  I  have  not  heard  other  honourable 
members  put  it  in.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
question  is  being  asked,  Can  these  two  Boards 
fulfil  the  obligations  to  each  other  which  we 


find  set  forth  in  the  Bill?  First  let  us  take 
the  bank.  I  do  not  think  it  is  too  much  for 
the  House  to  assume  that  the  bank,  by  its 
ordinary  banking  business,  will  be  able  to  pay 
interest  on  deposits,  and  upon  money  lent  by 
the  Government.  I  am  not  saying  anything 
about  paying  dividends.  Let  us  assume  that 
it  will  do  no  more  than,  out  of  its  ordinary 
banking  business,  pay  interest  on  the  deposits, 
interest  upon  the  money  lent  by  the  Govern- 
ment, cost  of  administration,  and  provide  for 
future  bad  and  doubtful  debts.  I  maintain 
that,  if  it  can  do  that,  it  can  pay  the  Realisa- 
tion Board  the  £50,000  a  year  which  is  part  of 
its  obligation.  I  will  show  how.  The  Realisa- 
tion Board  has  to  pay  to  the  bank  3}  per 
cent,  on  £2,731,000— namely,  £95,585— and  the 
bank  has  to  pay  from  its  profits  £50,000  annu- 
ally to  the  Board.  Now,  having  assumed  that 
the  bank  can  pay  all  charges  from  its  present 
banking  business,  it  can  treat  moneys  from 
any  other  source  as  profit,  and  therefore  can 
pay  to  the  Board  the  £50,000  out  of  the  £95,585 
it  has  to  receive  from  said  Board.  Surely,  if  A 
owes  B  £95,585,  and  B  owes  A  £50,000,  the 
obligation  from  A  to  B  will  be  fulfilled  by  A 
handing  a  cheque  to  B  for  £45,585.  Therefore, 
if  the  Realisation  Board  can  get  from  the 
assets  handed  to  it  £45,585  annually,  I  main- 
tain that  the  mutual  obligation  from  the  Board 
to  the  bank  and  from  the  bank  to  the  Board 
will  have  been  fulfilled.  I  wish  honourable 
members  to  consider  this  point,  because  it  nar- 
rows the  issue.  In  whatever  manner  it  may 
require  to  be  stated  in  the  balance-sheets,  or  in 
the  various  statements  put  before  the  House, 
these  are  merely  bookkeeping  requirements, 
the  actual  facts  are  such  as  I  have  stated — 
always  assuming,  of  course,  that  the  bank  can 
pay  interest  from  its  purely  banking  business 
upon  the  deposits  and  the  money  lent  by  Go- 
vernment. Now,  let  us  see  what  probability 
there  is  of  the  bank  being  able  to  do  this.  I 
am  not  going  now  into  details,  but  will  say 
this :  that  on  the  evidence  in  the  statements 
laid  before  the  House  the  bank  has  estimated 
its  earnings  for  the  ensuing  year  at  a  certain 
amount.  Now,  I,  when  on  the  Committee, 
thought,  and  I  still  think,  that  estimate  is  too 
high.  But  let  that  estimate  be  cut  down  be- 
tween £50,000  and  £60,000,  and  still  the  bank 
can  do  that  which  I  have  assumed  it  ought  to 
be  able  to  do— namely,  to  pay  interest  on  de- 
posits, its  expenses,  and  interest  on  the  money 
lent  by  the  Government.  That  is  the  point  I 
wish  to  show.  Now,  the  question  arises,  Can 
it  earn  by  its  purely  banking  business  within 
fifty  or  sixty  thousand  of  the  amount  that  it  is 
estimated  it  will  earn?  If  so,  there  is  some 
hope  that  it  will  go  on,  and  not  come  back  to  us 
for  further  help.  Mr.  Foster's  estimate  of  the 
receipts  from  the  properties  of  the  Realisation 
Board  is  considerably  in  excess  of  the  £45,585 
which  I  have  shown  the  Board  will  require  to 
raise.  However,  let  us  assume  that  it  can  only 
earn  the  £45,585.  If  it  can  do  so,  then  there 
will  be  no  annual  charge  on  the  colony.  The 
only  risk  the  colony  runs— the  extent  of  our 
guarantee— will  be  the  difference  between  the 
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Actual  sum  realised  by  the  sale  of  tbese  pro- 
perties and  the  £2,781,000.  Let  us  assume 
that  this  difference  amounts  to  £1,000,000 :  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  allow  that  this  may  occur 
if  things  get  no  better.  Then,  what  has  the 
colony  got  to  recoup  it  for  this  guarantee? 
It  has  got,  as  we  know,  the  reserve  capital. 
That  stands  at  a  million.  Well,  I  am  not 
very  certain  what  would  be  realised  by  calling 
up  the  reserve  capital.  Put  it  down,  if  you 
like,  at  £400,000  or  £500,000  altogether— at 
one-half  its  value.  What  does  that  mean? 
It  means  that  the  colony  would  lose,  under  the 
very  worst  aspect,  £500,000.  Well,  set  that 
against  what  we  know  would  be  lost  of  the 
£2,000,000  guaranteed  last  year  if  the  bank 
closed  its  doors.  It  would  be  at  the  very  least 
£1,500,000,  and,  apart  from  the  actual  loss  to 
the  colony  of  £1,500,000,  there  would  be  the 
incalculable — I  say  incalculable,  simply  be- 
cause it  is  impossible  to  calculate  what  the 
losses  would  be — the  incalculable  losses  to  the 
customers  of  this  bank,  and  to  the  customers 
of  other  banks  also,  for  there  is  no  doubt  there 
would  be  depression  in  the  value  of  land  and 
stock  throughout  the  colony  for  the  next  year 
or  two.  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  reasons  that 
weighed  with  the  Committee  in  coming  to  the 
decision  they  did  were  valid  ones.  I  can  heartily 
repeat  the  words  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa.  We — the  Committee— do  not  like 
the  proposal;  we  are  not  in  love  with  it,  and 
nover  were :  but  it  is  simply  a  choice  of  evils, 
and  we  chose  the  lesser.  I  have  spoken  to- 
night, Sir,  only  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
relations  of  the  bank  and  of  the  Realisation 
Board  in  a  clearer  light,  and  I  think,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  it  was  my  duty  to 
do  so. 
12  30  Mr*  McLACHLAN-— Sir,  I  rise  not 
*  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  speech, 
but  to  give  reasons  why  I  did  not  speak  during 
the  rest  of  the  debates.  I  spoke  neither  on  the 
second  reading  nor  on  the  third  reading,  and  the 
few  words  I  have  said  were  in  Committee.  I 
feel,  with  every  other  honourable  member,  great 
responsibility,  and  I  shall  give  my  vote  on  this 
occasion  in  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 
When  we  were  apprised  of  the  fact  last  year 
that  the  bank  was  in  grave  difficulties,  and  that 
it  was  necessary  for  us  to  come  to  the  rescue,  I 
voted  for  it,  believing  that  if  that  were  not  done 
dire  calamity  would  overtake  the  colony.  I,  in 
common  with  others,  thought  that  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  information  at  their  disposal, 
believed  that  this  would  afford  the  relief  re- 
quired, and  that  we  should  not  be  troubled  any 
more.  But,  unfortunately,  things  turned  out 
worse  than  we  anticipated,  and  we  have  got 
to  face  the  music  again.  As  I  expressed  my- 
self when  the  Committee  of  inquiry  was  ap- 
pointed this  year,  I  had  every  confidence  in 
the  personnel  of  that  Committee,  and  I  say, 
without  desiring  to  detract  from  other  mem- 
bers, we  could  not  have  appointed  a  more 
capable  Committee  out  of  each  House  than 
the  gentlemen  who  sat  on  that  Committee. 
When  I  hear  some  honourable  members  who 
claim  to  have  some  knowledge  of  figures,  be- 


cause they  have  columns  of  figures  before  them, 
and  have  simply  got  to  add  them  up— when 
they  set  their  opinions  against  those  of  expe- 
rienced gentlemen,  and  arrive  at  all  sorts  of 
different  totals  from  other  honourable  mem- 
bers, I  am  prepared  to  disregard  almost  every 
other  honourable  member's  figures  except  my 
own  ;  but  I  am  not  quite  egotistical  enough  to 
set  them  up  against  those  of  men  who  know 
more  about  figures  than  I  do.  I  was  very 
much  pleased  to  hear  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  speak  as  he  did  on  this  Bill : 
he  spoke  dispassionately  and  earnestly,  and 
what  he  believed  to  be  true,  and  he  has  some 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances,  because  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  he  said, 
given  good  management,  and  the  circumstances 
being  favourable,  the  colony  did  not  stand  to 
lose  a  penny  by  the  transaction.  Now,  we  can- 
not expect  everything  to  turn  out  as  favourable 
as  he  or  we  might  wish  it,  but,  even  making 
considerable  allowance,  the  loss  will  not  be  so 
great,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipa 
said,  as  if  we  had  closed  our  doors,  and  lost— 
which  would  have  been  inevitable — the  greater 
part  of  the  two  millions  already  advanced.  I 
can  remember  the  time— in  1857 — when  the 
Western  Bank  of  Scotland  failed.  I  was  then 
in  Glasgow.  That  bank  had  only  a  small 
capital— a  million  and  a  half,  I  think — but  I 
remember  the  widespread  disaster  and  ruin, 
not  only  in  Glasgow,  but  over  the  whole  west 
and  north  of  Scotland,  and  it  even  extended  to 
Ireland,  because  very  large  manufacturers  of 
muslin,  et  cetera,  had  to  close  their  doors,  and 
throw  a  great  number  out  of  employment,  and 
the  shock  was  not  over  for  some  time.  There 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  amalgama- 
tion. I  say  the  Committee  agreed  to  this  pro- 
posal to  some  extent,  and  they  considered  that 
if  the  directors  of  both  banks,  along  with 
the  Government,  were  satisfied,  and  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  the  advantage  of  both 
banks  —  if  we  cannot  trust  such  men  as  we 
have  had  to  give  us  straight  recommenda- 
tion, and  if  we  cannot  trust  the  managers  of 
both  institutions  to  make  a  contract  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  both  institutions,  and  in 
the  interests  of  the  oolony,  then  I  think  the 
directors  of  both  institutions  are  in  the  wrong 
place.  It  is  only  common-sense  to  allow,  if 
these  banks  amalgamate,  or  the  one  buys  the 
other  out — I  do  not  care  which  bank  buys  the 
other— but  I  know  for  a  faot  they  will  be  able 
to  shut  up  several  offices  where  one  has  been 
running  against  the  other,  which  must  be 
of  advantage  to  both  institutions,  and  will 
prevent  what  has  been  ruinous  competition. 
Some  little  time  ago,  in  Sydenham,  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  competition  between  two  insti- 
tutions. The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  opened  a 
branch  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  I 
think  the  very  next  day  another  bank  put  up 
a  branch,  and  they  ran  in  competition,  like 
the  Union  Steamship  Company  and  Huddart- 
Parker,  and  they  both  had  to  close  their  doors. 
Such  a  thing  as  that  would  be  prevented  by  one 
of  the  banks  being  set  aside.  I  have  a  great 
many  notes,  but  I  have  been  anticipated  by  a 
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good  many  speakers.  No  one  feels  more  strongly 
than  I  do  with  regard  to  the  £500,  but  it  is 
not  worth  burning  the  electrie  light  over.  The 
principle  is  something,  but  the  amount  of 
money  at  stake  is  too  small  to  imperil  the  Bill 
by  insisting  on  the  privileges  of  the  House.  I 
intend  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  and  I  am  not  afraid 
that  my  constituents,  or  any  large  number  of 
them,  will  find  fault  with  me  for  doing  so. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — I  beg  to  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  add  the  words,  "with  the  exception  of 
the  amendments  in  clause  81." 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  will  second  the  amend- 
ment, and  take  the  opportunity  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  Bill.  I  did  not  speak  on  the 
second  reading,  and  spoke  very  little  in  Com- 
mittee, and  waived  my  right  on  the  third  read- 
ing because  of  the  Minister's  desire  to  close 
the  debate  on  Saturday  night.  But  even  that 
would  not  have  got  me  to  my  feet  had  it  not 
been  for  certain  remarks  the  president  of  the 
Colonial  Bank  chose  to  make  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  with  regard  to  myself.  The  state- 
ment attributed  to  me  I  did  not  make  at 
all  in  the  sense  in  which  it  has  been  put. 
Speaking  of  the  Colonial  Bank,  what  1  said  was 
this:  that  the  action  of  the  directors  of  the 
Colonial  Bank  and  others  would  lead  one  to 
believe  that  the  Colonial  Bank  was  in  as  rotten 
a  condition  as  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand :  and 
that  statement  I  do  not  depart  from,  but  with 
the  qualification  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, Mr.  George  McLean,  I  regret  to  say,  did 
not  do  me  the  justice  to  add  to  it.  Now  with 
regard  to  this  banking  legislation :  I  very  loyally 
supported  the  Government  last  year  in  their 
proposals  to  this  House,  and  if  there  was  one 
thing  more  than  another  with  which  I  had  to 
run  the  gauntlet  with  my  constituents  it  was 
through  giving  them  that  support.  However, 
I  have  seen  no  reason  since  to  regret  having 
done  so.  At  the  same  time,  with  the  statements 
that  have  been  made  in  the  House  since,  it 
is  a  question  whether  it  was  the  best  thing 
to  have  been  done  last  year.  I  am  convinced 
that  the  Ministers  last  year  did  the  best  they 
could  with  the  evidence  they  had  before  them. 
At  the  same  time,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  they  should  have  faced  the  position  Mr. 
Murray  put  before  them,  and  should  have  de- 
manded to  have  more  evidence  than  they  had. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  every  member  of  this 
House  believes  that  they  had  more  evidence 
then  than  the  Government  said  they  had. 
I  regret  that  the  Government,  while  they  on 
a  great  number  of  occasions,  individually  and 
collectively,  took  upon  themselves  the  onus  of 
the  action  of  last  year,  have  during  this  de- 
bate tried  with  consummate  skill  to  put  part 
of  that  onus  upon  honourable  members  who 
are  supposed  to  have  their  confidence.  We 
have,  however,  the  assurance  of  those  members 
of  the  House  who  are  quite  as  honourable  as 
themselves  that  the  evidence  which  the  Go- 
vernment gave  them  was  of  the  barest  possible 
description.  It  was  simply  that,  unless  this 
money  was  granted,  the  bank  would  close  its 
doors  on  the  following  morning.  Now,  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  Government  had  no 
Mr.  McLachlan 


knowledge  whatever  of  the  oondition  of  the 
bank  other  than  the  mere  statement  of  Mr. 
Murray  that  if  the  bank  did  not  get  the  two 
millions  it  would  close  down  within  two  or 
three  days.  I  understand  that  the  Government 
got  this  information  on  the  Wednesday,  and  it 
was  declared  that  the  bank  would  close  on  the 
Saturday  morning  following. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Monday  morning, 
Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Yes,  Monday  morning.. 
I  will  do  the  Government  this  justice:  that 
the  time  given  to  them  was  very  short  in  which 
to  get  the  necessary  evidence.  One  of  the 
Ministers  stated  that  a  number  of  honourable 
members  who  were  opposing  this  Bill  looked 
firsUinto  which  lobby  the  majority  of  members- 
were  going  before  they  decided  how  to  reoord 
their  votes.  I  may  say  1  have  opposed  these 
proposals  on  every  possible  division,  and  I  am 
free  to  state  that  I  take  upon  myself  the  re- 
sponsibility for  my  votes  just  as  much  as  any 
member  who  has  voted  for  this  Bill.  I  believe 
that  I  have  given  my  vote  as  conscientiously 
to  close  the  bank-doors  as  other  honourable 
members  have  given  theirs  to  keep  them  open. 
I  believe  that  time  will  prove  that  it  would 
have  been  better  in  the  interests  of  the  colony 
had  we  decided  not  to  give  more  assistance  to 
this  bank,  because  coming  to  the  assistance  of 
this  bank  means  also  carrying  another  bank 
along  with  it.  I  do  not  know  at  all  what  is 
the  position  of  the  other  bank.  I  have  abso- 
lutely no  knowledge  of  it  at  all.  My  business 
does  not  bring  me  much  in  contact  with  these 
matters ;  and  the  Colonial  Bank  shares  may  D6 
worth  £2  or  they  may  not.  I  should  be  pre- 
pared to  discuss  this  question  when  the  pro- 
posal as  to  the  purchase  comes  down.  One 
argument  is  that  the  putting  of  more  money 
into  the  bank  will  mean  making  it  a  State- 
bank.  If  I  thought  the  proposals  would  lead 
to  this  institution  being  a  State  bank  I  would 
support  them ;  but  it  is  a  new  departure  as  to 
what  constitutes  a  State  bank.  It  is  proposed, 
in  other  words,  that  the  State  is  to  take  all  the 
liability,  and  the  private  shareholders,  when  the 
bank  rights  itself,  are  to  receive  all  the  profits. 
This  is  a  new  departure  in  State  banking.  I 
would  even  have  supported  the  Government  if 
they  had  gone  so  much  further  as  to  have 
taken  over  the  whole  bank  and  to  have  realised 
upon  it,  and  then  turned  it  into  a  State  bank 
of  issue  and  deposit,  to  deal  with  exchanges  and 
so  forth.  In  that  case  the  commercial  trade 
would  have  gone  to  the  Colonial  Bank,  to  the 
National  Bank,  and  to  the  Australian  banks 
doing  business  in  the  colony.  They  would 
have  benefited  by  that,  and  we  should  bave 
benefited  nationally  by  having  a  State  bank.  I 
am  very  much  of  opinion  that  the  very  sanguine 
views  expressed  by  the  Government  and  by 
other  honourable  members  with  regard  to  the 
development  of  commercial  business  through 
the  taking -over  of  what  is  assessed  as  the 
earning-power  of  £30,000  will  not  be  realised. 
I  refer  to  the  earning-power  of  the  Colonial 
Bank.  I  am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  it 
will  be  found  that  the  enormous  number  of 
traders  who  are  now  trading  with  the  Bank  of 
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New  Zealand  or  the  Colonial  Bank  will  be 
compelled  to  go  to  one  of  the  foreign  banks ;  for 
this  reason :  It  is  notorious  that  manufacturers 
will  be  most  careful  to  ascertain  who  are  those 
in  active  competition  with  themselves,  and 
who  are  trading  with  their  bank.  They,  of 
course,  well  know  that  in  times  of  pressure  the 
strongest  firms  will  survive,  because  the  bank 
will  stand  by  them ;  so  that  every  weak  man 
who  is  now  trading  with  the  Colonial  Bank  and 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  the  moment  the  amal- 
gamation or  purchase  takes  place,  will  transfer 
his  business,  if  he  is  a  wise  man,  to  some  other 
bank,  because  he  will  know  that  the  bank  will 
stand  by  the  stronger  firms.  I  venture  to  state, 
though  £30,000  may  be  the  true  assessment  of 
what  the  Colonial  Bank  is  earning  now,  when 
the  amalgamation  takes  place  that  amount  will 
be  found  to  be  very  largely  reduced.  What  is 
more  than  that,  while,  according  to  the  figures 
which  have  been  divulged,  every  oredit  has 
been  given  to  the  £80,000,  and  as  to  the  en- 
hanced trade,  yet  it  has  never  been  taken  into 
consideration  that  the  capital  value  taken 
over  from  the  Colonial  Bank  should  be  taken 
into  account.  One  of  the  arguments  with  re- 
gard to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  as  to  why 
there  should  be  an  amalgamation  with  the 
Colonial  Bank  was  that  they  had  so  muoh 
money  they  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  it. 
Now,  if  the  Colonial  Bank  is  suoh  a  sound 
bank,  I  am  free  to  admit,  however,  that  it  is 
very  hard  on  the  Colonial  Bank  that  this  sup- 
port should  be  given  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land. The  Colonial  Bank  is  a  thoroughly  colo- 
nial bank,  doing  the  colony's  trade,  and  it  must 
necessarily  feel  the  pressure  of  any  contest 
with  the  larger  bank.  I  can  quite  understand 
that  those  who  are  running  the  Colonial  Bank 
should  be  most  desirous,  under  the  circum- 
stances, either  to  get  rid  of  their  bank,  or  else  to 
be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  with  regard  to  Government  support.  I 
am  not  going  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
on  this  Bill,  because  it  seems  to  me  like  closing 
the  stable-door  after  the  horse  has  gone.  I 
shall,  however,  during  the  recess,  give  very  free 
expression  to  my  opinions  to  my  constituents 
on  these  and  other  matters.  I  shall  not  detain 
the  House  any  longer  than  to  say  this,  as  I 
have  said  before :  that  the  history  of  the  whole 
of  this  transaction  has  yet  to  be  given  to  the 
public.  And  I  say  now, — as  I  said  in  Commit- 
tee, when  it  was  not  recorded  in  Hansard, — I 
say  now  deliberately  that  never  in  the  years 
gone  by  has  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  had  its 
hand  on  the  throat  of  members  of  this  House 
more  than  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the 
Colonial  Bank  have  their  grip  on  this  Parlia- 
ment. That  is  my  opinion,  and  I  say  that  the 
interest  involved  has  been  of  such  a  character 
that  it  is  that  which,  directly  and  indirectly, 
has  got  the  Bill  through  this  House,  and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  that  this  Bill  would  never  have 
passed.  I  say  that  without  making  aspersions 
on  any  individual  man.  Every  one  has  a  right 
to  vote  as  he  thinks  right,  and  ought  not  to  have 
a  stigma  cast  upon  him  on  that  account ;  but 
one  cannot  see  what  is  going  on  from  day  to 
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day  without  realising  that  silent  pressure  is 
used  just  suoh  as  pressure  was  used  in  days  gone* 
by  when  money  was  squandered  and  bribery 
practised  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  now. 
I  have  only  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  there- 
are  a  number  of  men  in  this  House  who  claim 
they  know  all  about  finance.  They  know  what 
is  the  best  course  to  pursue.  There  are  other 
honourable  members  who  make  no  such  claim, 
and  they  feel  a  greater  responsibility  in  casting, 
their  votes  than  those  who  pretend  they  know 
all  about  it;  and  I  say  it  is  unfair  and  im- 
proper of  Ministers  to  attribute  such  motives  in 
the  House  to  members.  There  have  been  some 
members  who  have  talked  very  largely  in  this 
House  as  to  what  they  would  do,  and  have  talked 
very  loudly  in  the  lobbies  ;  yet  when  it  came  to 
a  division  we  found  them  going  solidly  at  the 
heels  of  Ministers,  and  voting  for  the  Bill.  I 
have  no  sympathy  with  such  members.  They 
should  vote  in  the  line  of  their  expressions.  I 
have  done  so,  and  I  trust  that  will  always  be 
my  oonduct.  It  is  on  those  lines  that  1  voted 
against  this  Bill,  and  I  am  quite  sure,  when 
we  go  back  to  our  constituents  next  election, 
the  country  will  give  its  indorsement  on  the 
position — that  it,  at  all  events,  had  no  con- 
fidence in  the  lines  on  which  the  Government 
thought  best  to  bring  this  Bill  down.  There- 
was  a  statement  made  by  the  Treasurer  that 
no  other  schemes  were  submitted.  Where  were 
the  schemes  of  honourable  members?  Does 
he  forget  that  he  himself  suggested  a  scheme 
which  the  House  has  never  considered?  My 
honourable  friend  on  my  right  (Sir  B.  Stout)- 
suggested  a  scheme  which  has  never  been  con- 
sidered ;  the  directors  of  the  bank  submitted  a 
scheme  which  has  never  been  considered  ;  and 
everybody  knows  that  under  the  form  of  party 
government  it  is  utterly  futile  for  any  private 
member  to  bring  down  a  scheme  to  deal  with  a 
question  of  this  kind,  when  we  are  living  under 
the  form  of  Responsible  Government.  The  Go- 
vernment alone  can  lead  in  this  matter.  As 
they  have  brought  down  this  Bill  by  Governor's 
message,  they  must  take  the  responsibility  for 
this.  They  have  tried  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  debate,  and  with  wonderful  astuteness,  to 
thrust  the  burden  of  this  upon  the  Committee, 
even  to  go  into  this,  and  to  draw  up  a  report 
and  submit  it  to  the  House.  They  have  tried 
to  force  it  upon  them,  and  also  to  thrust  it 
upon  the  House.  While  I  supported  the  Go- 
vernment last  year,  I  say  that  this  year  the 
responsibility  for  this  measure  rests  with  the 
House  more  than  it  does  with  the  Government. 
Every  member  who  has  voted  on  this  measure- 
must  take  one  seventy-fourth  part  of  the  re- 
sponsibility for  this  Bill.  Sir,  it  is  because  of 
that,  and  realising  that  I  must  myself  bear  my 
burden,  and  my  individual  part,  that  I  have 
thought  fit  to  vote  steadily,  as  I  believed,  ac- 
cording to  my  conscience,  and  for  the  good  of 
the  colony,  and  I  believe  I  shall  be  able  to 
make  a  clean  sheet  when  I  speak  before  my 
constituents. 

Mr.  LARNACH.  — Sir,  I  have  not  already 
spoken  on  the  second  or  third  reading  of  this 
Bill,  simply  beoause  I  did  not  wish  to  go  par- 
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ticularly  into  the  figures  of  and  in  connection 
with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I  felt  that  it 
would  do  no  good,  and  would  lead  in  the  end  to 
no  good  purpose.  1  was  not  satisfied,  Sir,  with 
the  report  brought  down  by  the  Committee,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  I  could  not  and  did  not 
believe  the  evidence  upon  which  that  report  was 
based  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  me,  as  an  expert, 
in  order  that  I  could  have  given  my  vote  for  the 
Bill.  I  have  not  blamed  the  Committee  in  the 
slightest  degree,  nor  do  I  think  that  they  have 
in  any  way  slummed  over  their  work.  I  con- 
sider the  report,  on  the  evidence,  a  fairly  able 
one ;  and  had  the  evidence  that  I  should  have 
liked  to  have  seen  been  placed  before  the  Com- 
mittee, had  it  been  allowed— although  I  admit 
the  time  was  short — and  have  been  of  that 
character  I  should  desire,  then  it  might  have 
altered  my  opinion,  Sir.  In  the  first  place  I 
think  it  was  very  necessary  that  members  of 
the  Committee,  if  they  had  had  that  technical 
expert  knowledge  I  think  was  necessary  on  a 
Committee  of  that  kind,  should,  under  any 
circumstances,  have  had  a  glance  at  one  book 
which  is  the  key  of  the  whole  business  of 
the  bank :  I  refer  to  the  general  ledger,  be- 
cause in  that  ledger  in  globo  is  comprised  the 
whole  business  of  the  bank  under  different 
headings;  and,  when  you  look  at  the  several 
items  comprised  in  the  total  assets  of  the 
bank,  you  find  this  amount  chiefly  contained 
in  three  items :  Investments,  in  round  figures, 
£880,213;  bills  under  discount,  bills  receiv- 
able, and  all  other  advances  due  to  the  bank, 
£7,235,850.  There  are  also,  as  you  are  aware, 
£1,850,000  shares.  But  the  assets  I  allude 
to  particularly  are  those  under  advances  due 
to  the  bank,  bills  under  discount,  and  bills 
receivable,  which  amount  in  the  total  to 
£7,235,350.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  say 
for  one  moment  that 'the  total  is  not  worth  20s. 
in  the  pound ;  but  if  the  general  ledger  were 
shown  to  me,  and  how  many  accounts  com- 
prise that  large  total  sum,  and  I  could  detect 
what  are  the  headings  of  any  account,  I  should 
be  in  a  better  position  to  say  whether  they  are 
all  genuine  in  character,  and  likely  to  return 
sooner  or  later  20s.  in  the  pound.  Here,  Sir,  is 
the  difficulty  I  am  in.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  a 
word  that  would  in  any  way  injure  the  status 
of  the  bank,  because  I  desire,  if  this  Bill  is 
made  law — and  I  voted  against  it  conscien- 
tiously—  I  desire  that  the  bank  shall  have 
every  opportunity  of  success.  I  also  have  re- 
spect for  the  officer  who  has  been  recently 
appointed  at  the  head  of  the  bank,  and  I  am 
sure  that  he  will  be  anxious  to  rehabilitate  it 
if  he  gets  the  opportunity.  But  I  am  not  at 
all  sure,  Sir,  that  the  Committee,  from  the 
particulars  placed  at  its  disposal,  from  the 
evidence,  can  arrive  at  sufficient  data  to  say 
that  the  report  with  their  recommendations  are 
based  on  a  foundation  of  safety.  I  see,  Sir,  in 
this  large  item  of  assets,  in  my  opinion,  a  very 
1  q  large  deficiency  in  course  of  time,  be- 
cause from  among  such  large  amounts, 
spread  over  so  many  places — the  ramifications 
of  the  bank  are  not  only  throughout  New 
Zealand,  but  are  through  Australia,  Fiji,  and 
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other  parts — it  is  impossible  to  come  to  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  the  estimate  before 
me  is  far  too  sanguine,  and  considerably  leas 
than  what  is  likely  to  be  realised.  That,  Sir, 
is  all  I  will  say  in  respect  to  the  bank.  Now 
with  regard  to  the  Assets  Company.  The 
amount  of  its  assets  ib  reckoned  by  the  expert 
evidence  of  Mr.  Foster  to  be  £1,800,000  odd. 
I  hope  that  estimate  will  prove  to  be  correct, 
but  I  have  grave  doubts.  I  think  that  it  will 
be  very  far  short,  and  the  assets  will  not  realise 
a  sum  anything  like  that.  I  believe  they  may 
realise  one  million  looking  at  the  nature  of  the 
debts,  and  one  million  is  about  as  much  as 
may  be  realised  in  the  course  of  time.  As  to 
the  share  capital  of  each  concern,  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  give  an  opinion.  I  do  not  know 
the  position  of  the  respective  shareholders. 
And,  looking  forward  to  the  course  of  events, 
I  only  hope  that  the  estimates  made  by  the 
several  officers  and  by  the  Committee  may  be 
realised.  However,  Sir,  I  have  my  doubts,  and 
repeat  them.  The  estimates  are  too  high  alto- 
gether. Sir,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  report  is  based  upon  evidenoe  that  is  so 
incomplete,  and,  knowing  the  ramifications  of 
such  an  institution  as  I  do,  I  could  not  con- 
scientiously go  into  the  lobby  and  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  desire  to  vote 
for  the  lesser  of  the  two  evils,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly well  aware  of  the  catastrophe  that  might 
happen  if  this  Bill  is  not  carried,  and  if  the 
bank  is  rendered  unable  to  go  on.  Still,  Sir, 
I  consider  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony, 
the  vote  I  am  going  to  cast  is  in  the  direc- 
tion of  choosing  the  lesser  of  two  evils.  I 
have  also  to  bear  this  in  mind :  My  position  in 
this  House  is  unique,  from  the  fact  that  I  am 
one  of  two  members  who  is  not  oommitted  to 
the  legislation  of  last  year  in  connection  with 
the  guarantee  of  the  two  millions  to  the  bank. 
Therefore  I  am  under  a  very  serious  responsi- 
bility. No  doubt,  Sir,  it  would  have  given  me 
great  pleasure  if  I  could  have  seen  my  way 
to  support  the  Government  in  this  proposal. 
But,  having  voted  against  the  Bill,  and  having 
read  the  report  and  the  Bill,  I  found  there  was 
an  allusion  to  another  institution  —  namely, 
that  they  contemplate  and  provide  for  the  pur- 
chase of  another  bank  in  whioh  I  am  interested. 
I  considered  that  I  was  doing  a  duty  to  myself, 
and  to  my  own  selfrespeot,  by  not  taking  any 
part  whatever  in  the  second  reading,  and  for 
that  reason  I  did  not  vote  when  the  Bill  went 
into  Committee,  or  take  the  slightest  part 
while  it  was  going  through  Committee.  Now, 
Sir,  as  to  the  acquisition  of  other  banks  by 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  I  merely  give  my 
opinion  upon  the  proposal  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  it  should  nave  been  done,  and  at  the 
same  time  frankly  state  what  I  think  in  con- 
nection with  it.  So  far  as  allusion  has-been 
made  to  the  Colonial  Bank,  and  so  far  as  the 
Colonial  Bank  is  concerned,  and  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned  as  one  interested  in  it,  I  certainly 
am  prepared  to  advise  the  Colonial  Bank  share- 
holders to  withdraw  altogether  from  having 
anything  further  to  do  with  any  proposal  that 
compelled  its  business — after  the  directors  and 
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•officers  of  both  institutions  had  entered  into 
negotiations  and  arrangements — subsequently 
to  be  brought  on  to  the  floor  of  both  Houses, 
and  to  have  that  business  discussed  with  the 
•chance  of  having  proposals  entered  into  re- 
fused. I  think  that  would  be  a  very  invidious 
position  to  put  any  institution  in,  and  I  can- 
not conceive  that  any  directors  who  are  really 
guarding  the  shareholders'  interests  would  be 
'warranted  in  placing  a  respectable  institution 
in  Buck  an  invidious  and  ridiculous  position ; 
nor  can  I  understand  why  it  should  be  so. 
Parliament,  in  its  wisdom,  has  appointed  a 
President  of  the  colony's  bank,  and  directors 
to  whom  the  control  of  the  bank  is  given,  and 
perhaps  wisely  so.  Those  officers  wish  to  re- 
habilitate the  bank,  and  Parliament  has  gua- 
ranteed in  this  very  Bill  further  assistance  to 
>it  to  the  extent  of  over  £8,000,000,  besides  the 
iirst  £2,000,000.  Parliament  has,  in  other 
words,  leaped  over  mountains;  and  members 
•are  now  stumbling  over  molehills.  Parlia- 
ment now  proposes  that  the  directors  and 
expert  officers  are  bound  to  come  in  a  little 
negotiation  of  that  kind  to  ask  Parliament 
whether  they  have  acted  wisely,  and  to  get  the 
consent  of  Parliament  in  connection  with  their 
•conduct  of  business.  Why,  Sir,  you  might  as 
well  ask  the  President  and  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  bring  all  bills  that 
are  placed  for  discount,  and  all  advances  ap- 
plied for,  on  to  the  floor  of  this  House,  and 
have  their  merits  discussed  in  the  very  same 
-way.  I  ask  whether  it  is  proper  or  right  that 
those  officers  should  be  placed  in  that  posi- 
tion. I  say.  No.  That  is  my  opinion.  I 
have  seen  transactions  involving  bills  for  dis- 
count for  half  a  million  of  money  put  through 
a  bank  without  having  to  come  to  a  Parlia- 
ment in  one  transaction,  and  I  say  that  no 
bank  could  carry  on  business  if  it  were  interfered 
with  by  any  Parliament  in  such  a  way.  This 
House  has  placed  the  power  in  the  hands  of  a 
President  of  the  bank,  and  it  nominates  some 
of  the  director*.  And  it  would  be  very  unfair 
to  them,  now  they  have  been  given  a  ohance  of 
rehabilitating  the  institution,  not  to  leave  it 
alone ;  otherwise,  instead  of  the  bank  getting 
into  smoother  water,  it  will  get  into  more 
troublous  waves.  As  to  tho  estimated  profits, 
Sir,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  positively 
whether  the  estimate  is  correct  or  not.  I  have 
no  doubt  it  is  correot  according  to  the  opinions 
of  the  officers,  who  should  know  the  capacity  of 
their  business.  I  know,  of  course,  that  a  great 
deal  depends  on  the  state  of  business  from 
time  to  time  throughout  the  colony.  I  dare 
say  the  amount  of  £80,000  is  not  a  large  sum 
in  the  estimate  for  the  profits  to  be  received 
by  the  acquisition  of  another  institution.  But 
if  this  acquisition  does  not  take  place,  then  the 
£30,000,  at  any  rate,  must  fall  out.  Another 
item,  I  observe,  of  anticipated  profit  is  of 
£14,000  in  connection  with  the  inscription  of 
stock  and  other  business  in  England",  which 
is  now  undertaken  by  the  Bank  of  England. 
Well,  I  agree  that  it  is  very  desirable  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  should  take  advantage  of  every 
-opportunity  in  the  direction  of  getting  further 


business,  but  to  my  mind  it  is  most  doubtful 
whether  it  will  be  a  wise  thing  for  this  colony 
to  "  cut  the  painter  "  from  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion absolutely  to  do  so,  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  if  the  Treasurer  is  going  to  take  £14,000 
from  the  Bank  of  England,  which  it  is  now 
receiving  for  the  inscription  of  stock  and  other 
work,  the  Court  of  Directors  of  that  institu- 
tion will  be  likely  to  withdraw  their  prestige, 
and,  should  it  ever  happen  that  this  colony 
desired  such  a  stand-by  again,  it  might  not  be 
easy  to  get  it.  Therefore  I  do  not  say  that 
the  Treasurer  has  done  a  wise  thing.  To  my 
mind,  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  consideration, 
and  I  would  advise  the  officers  to  give  it  that 
consideration.  Finally,  I  think  this  is  a  very 
doubtful  benefit.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  want  to 
detain  the  House  any  longer.  I  chiefly  rose 
to  explain  my  action,  and  why  I  have  taken 
the  course  I  have  done  in  regard  to  this  extra- 
ordinary Bill. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Sir,  at  this  late  hour  I  do 
not  intend  to  keep  the  House  long,  but  I  have 
not  spoken  on  this  question  either  in  the  House 
or  in  Committee.  I  can  scarcely  understand 
how  men  who  were  ready  last  year  to  vote  two 
millions  of  money  without  a  word  for  this  insti- 
tution are  now  stating  that  the  two  millions 
would  be  a  loss  to  the  colony.  There  is  no 
doubt  that,  if  I  and  other  members  had  been 
assured  that  the  £2,000,000  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  carry  the  bank  on  successfully,  most 
unhesitatingly  we  would  have  voted  against  it, 
and  have  taken  the  consequences;  but  there 
was  over  £800,000  of  the  colony's  money  in 
the  bank  at  that  time,  and  that,  at  any  rate, 
would  not  have  been  got  back  for  some  time,  if 
it  had  been  got  back  at  all,  had  the  bank  closed. 
That  fact  being  placed  before  honourable  mem- 
bers, with  the  information  they  had  that 
the  £2,000,000  would  put  the  bank  in  a  good 
position,  it  waB  voted  without  a  murmur.  The 
colony  sanctioned  it  after  having  estimated 
that  it  was  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done 
under  the  circumstances.  Now  we  find  that  it 
will  take  a  considerable  amount  of  money  to 
place  this  bank  in  such  a  position  as  to  en- 
able it  to  recover  the  Government's  money. 
After  the  report  brought  down  by  the  Joint 
Committee,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  voting  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  I  intend  to  vote 
for  the  amendments  now  proposed,  although 
I  do  not  know  that  I  agree  with  one  of  the 
amendments,  which  is,  to  my  mind,  an  in- 
fringement of  the  privileges  of  this  House.  I 
still  think  that  tho  Managers  could  have  made 
a  better  Btand  on  that  point,  and  I  am  quite 
sure,  from  what  I  know  of  the  Standing  Orders, 
that  you,  Sir,  were  right  with  regard  to  the 
right  of  the  other  House  to  interfere  with 
anything  that  is  done  in  this  House,  in 
the  way  of  amending  money  Bills.  Now,  I 
cannot  agree  at  all  with  the  idea  that  this 
bank  should  have  been  converted  into  a  State 
bank,  as  suggested  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Karnshaw).  I  think  it 
would  be  an  utter  impossibility  at  the  present 
time,  and  would  mean  a  very  great  loss  to  the 
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colony.  I  have  great  misgivings  as  to  the 
effect  of  a  State  bank  on  the  lines  laid  down,  for 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  profitable  invest- 
ment for  the  colony.  If  it  were  only  to  transact 
business  for  the  colony,  and  for  County  Coun- 
cils, Borough  Councite,  and  so  on,  even  then 
it  would  not  get  all  that  work,  because  at  the 
present  time  there  is. a  large  amount  of  it  done 
by  the  other  banks,  to  my  knowledge.  There 
is  not  much  of  it  done  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  in  the  district  from  which 
I  come.  In  fact,  I  do  not  think  there  is  a 
single  body  that  does  business  with  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand.  Therefore  I  say  the  work 
they  would  have  to  do  would  not  pay  them  for 
keeping  up  the  staff  in  the  various  centres.  I 
have  no  doubt  at  all,  Sir,  that,  with  judicious 
management  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Com- 
mittee, the  bank  will  come  round  and  be  of  some 
use  to  the  colony,  and  possibly  it  even  may  be 
able  to  pay  something  to  the  shareholders  later 
on.  But  I  may  state  that  the  outlook  for  the 
shareholder  is  a  very  hard  one.  I  know  a  few  of 
them  myself.  Some  of  them  are  widows,  with 
sums  of  money  invested  there  to  meet  their 
wants,  and  to  enable  them  to  bring  up  their 
families.  So  that  they  will  not  only  lose  their 
income,  but  many  of  them  will  not  be  able  to 
find  the  money  to  pay  the  call.  Therefore  I  do 
not  think  the  amount  that  is  expected  will  be 
realised  :  in  fact,  I  feel  sure  it  will  not.  When 
the  next  call  comes  I  think  there  will  be  a  good 
many  falling  out,  because  they  will  not  have 
a  chance  of  getting  the  money  to  pay  them. 
The  chance  to  people  is  very  little  indeed, 
unless  they  happen  to  be  well  off  and  can 
spare  the  money.  If  they  can  hold  on  they 
may  be  able  to  get  something  out  of  it  in  the 
end.  With  regard  to  this  amalgamation,  I  was 
rather  disappointed  at  the  speeoh  we  have  just 
heard  from  the  honourable  member  for  Tua- 
peka.  I  understand  he  is  a  director  of  the 
Colonial  Bank — the  institution  that,  it  is  sup- 
posed, is  to  be  amalgamated  with  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  or  else  it  is  to  be  bought  in 
or  taken  over  in  some  way.  He  seemed  to 
think  there  should  have  been  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation made  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  before  we  invested  more 
money  in  it,  but  at  the  same  time  he  seemed  to 
think  there  should  be  no  great  investigation 
made  before  taking  over  the  other  bank,  be- 
cause, he  said,  he  did  not  wish  the  affairs  and 
accounts  of  the  Colonial  Bank  to  be  brought 
under  the  revision  of  the  House  after  the  offi- 
cers had  made  all  arrangements.  That  was,  I 
suppose,  on  the  off-chance  that  possibly  the 
arrangements  would  not  be  ratified  by  this 
House,  and  that  the  bank  would  be  so  much 
injured  by  the  investigation  thereby.  Well,  Sir, 
I  think  the  honourable  member  has  either  very 
little  faith  in  the  House,  cr  he  must  have  very 
little  faith  in  the  arrangements  made  with  the 
bank  amalgamation,  because  if  there  is  a  good 
arrangement  made  I  have  no  doubt  the  House 
will  ratify  it.  I  do  not  think  the  amalgama- 
tion of  any  banks  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  colony  at  all,  because  I  do  not  believe  in 
monopoly  of  any  kind.  It  is  not  healthy.  I 
Mr.  Duncan 


believe,  if  the  business  is  carried  on  in  the 
reasonable  way  it  is  being  carried  on  at  present,, 
it  will  be  better  for  the  country,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  would  not  be  better  for  the  bank- 
But  there  is  this  about  it:  They  allow  espe- 
cially, and  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  it  is  a  fact,, 
that  there  will  be  a  very  great  expense  in  con- 
nection with  the  buildings  they  occupy  at  pre- 
sent. You  will  not  be  able  to  keep  on  two- 
buildings  in  many  centres  that  I  know  of.  One 
will  be  quite  sufficient,  and  one  ought  to  be 
sold.  I  am  quite  sure  that  in  most  places  I 
know  they  can  manage  with  one,  and  it  will  be 
found  quite  sufficient  to  do  all  they  require; 
and  therefore,  as  the  bank  buildings  at  the 
present  I  know  cost  a  great  deal  of  money ^ 
these  will  be  so  much  dead  stock  when  the 
amalgamation  is  brought  about.  As  to  the 
profits  to  be  made  from  other  things,  I  do  not 
think  it  worth  my  while  to  talk  about  that,, 
because  it  has  been  very  well  put  before  the 
House  already.  I  have  just  a  word  or  two  to 
say  in  conclusion,  with  regard  to  the  assets,  and 
then  I  think  I  shall  be  done.  I  differ  somewhat 
from  the  estimate  given  by  the  honourable- 
member  for  Tuapeka.  He  has  stated  that  the 
amount  set  down  for  the  Assets  Company  is> 
£1,800,000,  and  he  does  not  think  they  will 
realise  one  million.  Then,  they  must  be  worse 
off  in  regard  to  the  valuation  of  property  in  the 
North  Island  than  they  are  in  the  South  Island. 
If  they  are,  he  may  be  right ;  but  they  will  need 
to  be  very  much  worse.  If  the  proportion  to 
the  valuations  for  both  Islands  is  correct,  then 
he  is  quite  out  in  that  estimate.  I  know  the 
estates  in  the  South  Island  will  come  not  very- 
much  short  of  the  estimate  —  most  of  them, 
that  I  know  of —and  those  are  large  estates. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Which  estimate  ? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— The  estimate  in  the  schedule 
of  the  Bill.  I  take  it  that  is  what  the  estimate 
is  taken  from.  I  know  that  they  will  come 
very  nearly  up  to  that  amount.  If  they  do  not 
come  out  just  to  that,  it  will  not  be  anything 
so  much  outside  the  estimate  as  the  calcu- 
lation made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Tuapeka.  With  regard  to  the  management  of 
the  Assets  Company  in  the  future,  my  opinion 
is  this:  that  it  will  be  better  to  have  to  pay 
two  men,  and  two  men  only — one  for  the  North 
Island  and  one  for  the  South  Island — and  they 
should  be  chosen  as  the  very  best  that  may  be 
got,  with  an  expert  knowledge  of  settlement 
and  the  quality  of  land  and  stock.  I  think 
also  the  Minister  of  Lands  should  be  a  member 
of  that  Board,  having  with  him  these  two  men 
—one  for  each  Island— and  they  could  meet 
and  consult  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the 
property ;  and  I  believe  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factorily done  in  that  way  than  in  the  way  con- 
templated, by  putting  on  three  men.  In  faot,. 
they  can  only  do  with  one  in  each  Island,  and 
there  will  be  one  somewhere  else.  The  dis- 
trict is  too  large  for  a  single  man  to  get  over 
it  —  to  be  prepared  to  judge  of  the  stock  and 
property.  Therefore  I  think  it  will  be  better 
managed,  and  will  be  more  sure  of  being, 
looked  after  in  a  proper  manner,  to  have  two- 
managers,  or  whatever  you  may  call  them,. 
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with  the  general  manager  in  Wellington ;  but 
I  would  Took  upon  him  more  as  a  financial 
agent  than  otherwise,  because  I  think,  with 
his  knowledge,  a  very  good  man  must  require 
help  to  look  after  properties  from  Auckland  to 
the  Bluff.  He  will  have  very  little  knowledge 
-except  what  he  gets  from  the  gentlemen  in 
•charge  of  each  place,  and  he  will  have  to 
•depend  largely  on  them.  However,  I  think  I 
have  very  little  more  to  say.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  amendments,  and,  seeing  that  the  Bill  is 
•so  near  through  now,  I  hope  it  will  pass,  and  I 
hope,  at  any  rate,  it  will  be  some  years  before 
we  are  troubled  with  another  Bank  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  would  not  have  risen  to 
bandy  words  with  the  Premier  had  it  not  been 
for  his  reference  to  a  gentleman  who  was  not 
present  in  this  Chamber;  and,  in  order  to  show 
the  position,  I  wish  now  to  state  what  has 
•occurred.  I  stated  in  the  House  that  I  thought 
we  were  doing  the  same  as  last  year  in  giving 
up  our  privileges  at  the  request  of  the  Council. 
In  reply  to  that,  the  Premier  stated  that  I 
had  been  in  favour  of  the  Council's  position 
last  year.  I  then  showed  from  Hansard  what 
position  was  taken  up,  and  I  quoted  Hansard 
to  show  that  I  held  the  Council  had  invaded 
•our  privileges.  In  answer  to  this,  the  Premier 
then  said  I  made  a  statement  about  those 
privileges  in  the  Conference.  I  denied  it  at 
the  time,  but  I  took  the  precaution  to  con- 
sult the  members  of  the  Conference  in  order  to 
find  whether  I  had  made  any  statement  in 
the  Conference  or  not.  They  all  stated  that  I 
never  made  any  statement  at  the  Conference, 
and  never  said  a  word.  Then  the  Premier 
•departed  from  the  position  he  had  taken  up, 
and  said  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  acted  there 
as  a  barrister,  and  I  as  the  solicitor,  leading  the 
House  thereby  to  assume  I  had  helped  him 
in  the  statement  he  made  to  the  Committee. 
That  is  as  absolutely  incorrect  as  any  statement 
not  according  to  f aot  oould  be.  I  did  not  know 
what  the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor  was  going  to  say, 
and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  honourable  mem- 
bers on  either  side.  What  he  did  he  did  him- 
self, without  any  assistance  or  suggestion  from 
tne.  I  am  surprised  that  the  Premier  should 
have  made  such  a  statement.  I  contend  he 
had  no  right  to  bring  in  any  other  matter  which 
had  no  bearing  on  or  reference  to  the  subject 
of  the  dispute  between  us.  In  reading  the  letter 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  Mitchelson  he  was 
leading  the  House  to  assume  that  I  had  stated 
I  was  not  present  in  the  Cabinet-room.  What 
I  did  say  was  that  I  did  not  recollect  being 

? resent.  It  is  quite  possible  I  was  there,  and 
would  not  contradict  any  one  who  said  I  was 
there,  but  I  had  no  recollection  of  being  pre- 
sent at  the  particular  interview  of  whioh  the 
honourable  gentleman  spoke,  the  reason  being 
that  there  were  so  many  interviews  that  I 
oould  not  recollect  them  all.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  need  speak  further  about  the  veracity  of 
the  Premier. 

Mr.  COLLINS. — I  should  not  have  risen  had 
it  not  been  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Oamaru,  in  addressing  the  House,  said  he  could 
not   understand  how  members  who  voted  for 


the  Bill  of  last  year  without  speaking  a  single 
word  had  found  it  necessary  this  year  to  vote 
against  the  proposals  of  the  Government.  But 
I  can  quite  understand  that.  It  was  impossible 
for  members  last  year  to  speak  a  word  at  all  in 
criticism  of  the  Government  proposals.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  at  the  time  oame  down  with 
his  proposals,  and  I  can  only  compare  him  to 
the  Pied  Piper  who  played  to  the  tune  which 
Mr.  Murray  had  composed ;  and  ho  played  so 
successfully,  he  played  so  impressively,  that 
there  was  nothing  else  for  us  to  do  at  that  time 
with  the  information  at  our  command  but  to 
follow  the  Colonial  Treasurer :  and  we  'did  fol- 
low him.  But  the  result  of  what  has  tran- 
spired since  then  has  rendered  it  imperative 
that  we  should  not  follow  him  on  this  occasion 
quite  so  readily  as  we  did  follow  him  last  year. 
I  simply  say  this:  that  many  of  those  who 
voted  with  the  Government  laBt  year  felt  un- 

1  30     &l)le  to  do  B0  tn*s  year"         '     '  **"' 
that  very  much  can  be  said  to  justify 

those  who  vote  against  the  proposals,  as  well  as 
for  those  who  vote  for  these  proposals ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  feel  that  the  preponderance  of 
satisfaction  must  rest  with  those  who  feel  that 
they  have  averted  an  immediate  and  certain 
calamity  for  one  that  is  distant  and  proble- 
matical, and  which  may  possibly  never  occur 
at  all.  During  the  course  of  the  debate  on 
Saturday  evening  and  to-night,  it  has  been  said 
by  more  than  one  speaker  that  this  is  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  colonial  Governments 
that  any  Government  has  oome  to  the  assist- 
ance of  a  private  institution.  Those  who  make 
assertions  of  that  kind  cannot  be  aware  that 
in  1893  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
did  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  banks  of 
New  South  Wales.  That  Government  not  only 
guaranteed  the  note-issue  of  the  banks  of  New 
South  Wales,  but  they  also  guaranteed  the 
accounts  of  the  depositors  in  those  banks.  But 
they  did  this  after  the  disaster  had  occurred 
and  when  the  calamity  was  upon  the  people ; 
and,  I  think,  we  have  taken  a  much  wiser 
step  in  coming  to  the  assistance  of  the  bank, 
in  averting  a  calamity  similar  to  that  which 
occurred  in  New  South  Wales.  Sir,  I  must 
confess  that  when  I  view  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  that  have  led  up  to  this  legislation 
there  is,  after  all  is  said  and  done,  very  little 
to  feel  particular  satisfaction  about.  Perhaps 
the  most  satisfactory  part  of  the  whole  thing  is 
that,  while  for  twenty  years  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  has  held  the  Government  of  New  Zea- 
land in  its  grasp,  has  held  the  whip  over  the 
Government  of  New  Zealand,  I  feel  that  for 
the  first  time  the  Government  now  holds  the 
whip  over  the  bank;  but  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  use  the  whip  as  the  bank  used 
the  whip  when  it  had  the  opportunity.  Coming 
to  the  clauses  which  have  been  amended  by 
the  Legislative  Council,  1  can  only  say  that, 
while  I  regret  that  the  Legislative  Council  has 
seen  fit  to  alter  the  clauses  by  which  we  had 
amended  the  Bill  in  this  House,  I  most  sin- 
cerely regret  and  particularly  dissent  from  their 
action  with  regard  to  clause  31.  I  feel,  that 
in  altering  this  clause  they  have  continued 
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that  process  of  whittling  away  the  privileges  of 
this  House  which  they  began  some  time  ago, 
and  I  feel  more  particularly  sore  about  this 
because, you  yourself,  Sir,  have  told  us  to-day 
that  this  would  not  have  been  attempted  at  the 
present  time  by  the  House  of  Lords  at  Home  in 
regard  to  any  similar  proposals  from  the  House 
of  Commons.  I  feel  that  where  the  House  of 
Lords  would  not  try  to  take  a  similar  step  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  House  of  Commons 
we  have  a  right  to  resent  such  a  whittling- 
away  of  our  privileges  by  another  Chamber. 
That  being  so,  I  shall  certainly  vote  in  favour 
of  the  amendment  that  has  been  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston.  I  feel 
satisfied  that  we  have  probably  done  a  wise 
thing  in  relieving  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
of  the  Globo  Assets  Company.  One  honour- 
able member  has  described  the  Globo  Assets 
Company  as  an  octopus.  I  think  his  descrip- 
tion was  accurate ;  it  may  be  compared  to 
a  creature  that  was  literally  strangling  the 
vitality  out  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand; 
and  we  certainly  have  done  a  wise  thing  in 
ridding  the  bank  of  that  encumbrance.  But 
I  have  this  to  regret :  I  am  one  of  those  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  hoped  that  this  would 
prove  a  favourable  opportunity  of  establishing  a 
State  bank",  and  my  great  regret  is  this :  that  I 
fear,  in  doing  what  we  have  done,  we  have  post- 
poned the  possibility  of  establishing  a  State 
bank — indefinitely  postponed  the  possibility  of 
a  State  bank.  We  have  committed  ourselves 
now  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  have  so 
heavily  committed  ourselves  that  any  proposal 
to  establish  a  State  bank  would  be  at  once  met 
with  the  objection  that  our  interests  were  in- 
volved in  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  so  that  it 
was  unwise  and  unfair  to  now  start  a  State 
bank  ourselves.  For  that  reason,  I  think  I 
must  confess  some  feeling  of  regret  in  regard 
to  what  we  have  done.  Now,  I  fail  to  see 
how  we  could  reasonably  have  done  otherwise. 
Honourable  members  have  suggested,  and  have 
even  contended,  that  we  should  have  allowed 
the  bank  to  close  its  doors.  We  have  been  told 
that,  whilst  the  Government  refuses  to  do  any- 
thing, or  has  done  very  little,  for  the  unem- 
ployed, we  readily  granted  two  millions — aye, 
more  than  two  millions — to  assist  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  I  cannot  help  but  feel  that  if 
we  had  refused  to  grant  the  two  millions  we 
should  have  intensified  the  "  unemployed " 
problem.  The  "  unemployed  "  problem  is  bad 
enough,  but  to  have  allowed  this  calamity  to 
come  upon  the  colony  that  would  have  come 
from  the  closing  of  the  bank,  I  feel  sure,  would 
have  intensified  the  depression,  and  have  added 
to  the  heavily-weighted  ranks  of  the  unem- 
ployed. At  the  same  time,  considering  all 
the  facts  before  the  House,  and  relying  on  the 
wisdom  of  those  who  bad  the  material  before 
them  to  come  to  a  wise  decision, — when  I 
take  into  consideration  the  personnel  of  the 
Committee  who  had  to  consider  the  matter 
brought  before  them,  and  when  I  take  into  con- 
sideration the  report  which  they  provided  the 
House  with, — I  feel  that  with  our  limited  in- 
formation, and  they  having  more  information 
Mr.  Collins 


placed  before  them,  we  have  to  rely  upon 
the  decisions  contained  in  their  report.  Upon 
that  information  I  feel  we  could  do  little  else 
than  pass  the  Bill  as  the  Government  proposed. 
There  are  members  who  take  different  views.  I 
must  confess  I  am  not  so  pessimistic  as  some 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  members  of  this 
House.  I  shall  not  forget  the  address  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  gave  the  House 
on  Saturday  evening  last.  When  he  spoke 
he  gave  us  a  characteristic  address,  one  in  his 
usual  style — incisive,  keen,  satirical.  Sir,  when 
he  concluded  his  speech,  like  Silas  Wegg,  he 
fell  into  poetry,  and  in  his  concluding  lines- 
he  indulged  in  a  doleful  dirge,  dismal  and  de- 
pressing. I  have  a  very  vivid  recollection  of 
the  concluding  words  of  the  poem  from  which' 
he  quoted.  He  reminded  us  of  the  old  cry, 
"Watchman,  what  of  the  night?"  and  the 
answer  that  came  back  when  the  watchman 
cried,  "  What  of  the  night?  Will  the  darkness 
never  away  ?  "  He  might,  Sir,  have  given  us 
a  different  answer  from  the  one  he  did  give. 
Slightly  altering  the  concluding  lines  by  just, 
one  word,  I,  too,  will  quote  these  lines : — 

Watchman,  watchman,  what  of  the  night  ? 
Will  this  dorkneas  never  away  ? 

And  the  reply  came,— 

Yes  !  for  the  topmost  hills  are  crowned  with  light, 
Ushering  in  successful  day. 

Sir,  I  say  I  am  not  pessimistic,  and  I  can  only 
hope  the  legislation  now  enacted  will  usher 
in  successful  day  for  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,, 
and  particularly  for  New  Zealand  itself.  That 
is  what  I  hope. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  wish  to  bring  the 
discussion  back  to  the  point  at  which  we 
started  this  evening — namely,  the  amendments, 
now  before  the  House.  Sir,  when  the  Com- 
mittee was  proposed  that  was  to-  act  on  behalf 
of  this  House  I  objeoted  to  the  constitution  of 
that  Committee,  on  the  ground  that  it  consisted 
of  gentlemen  who  almost  without  exception* 
were  in  favour  of  the  amendments  the  Legis- 
lative Council  had  made  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WARD.— You  recorded  that  today. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Yes ;  I  recorded  it 
to-day,  and  I  am  going  to  record  it  again,  be- 
cause I  want  to  show  how  correct  my  prognos- 
tications have  proved.  At  that  time  it  was- 
suggested  that  the  principal  purpose  in  con- 
nection with  the  matter  was  to  defend  the 
privileges  of  the  House  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Council.  I  wish  to  show  how  far 
the  privileges  of  this  House  have  been  defended 
by  the  Managers  appointed  this  morning.  I 
shall  refer  in  the  first  place  to  clause  31,  which 
was  the  particular  matter  on  which,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  City  has 
stated,  you,  Sir,  directed  the  House  that  our 
privileges  were  being  invaded.  In  regard  to 
this  matter,  I  may  say  that  I  was  in  the  House 
when  the  subject  was  under  discussion,  and  I 
was  of  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  House  in 
regard  to  this  matter  was  a  mistake.  I  took 
up  thi6  position :  I  considered  the  House  would 
be  wise  to  vote  an  amount  that  would  secure 
the  highest  ability  obtainable ;  but,  when  it 
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came  to  a  question  of  the  rights  of  the  repre- 
sentative Chamber  being  invaded  by  the  nomi- 
nated branch,  I  was  prepared  to  give  up  any 
feeling  I  had  in  the  matter  and  stand  up  for 
the  privileges  of  the  House.  Yet  what  do  we 
find?  From  the  report  of  the  Managers  laid 
before  the  House  our  own  Managers  entirely 
sacrificed  the  question  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House.  We  find  from  the  report  that  it  was  re- 
solved by  the  Managers  to  surrender  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House,  and  to  consider  the  matter 
solely  on  its  merits;  and  what  is  the  result? 
The  sum  of  £1,000  is  to  remain,  the  privileges 
of  the  House  being  sacrificed,  and  the  only 
concession  we  get  is  that  there  is  to  be  the 
approval  of  the  Governor  in  Council  of  the 
salaries  to  be  paid.  That  is  the  tirat  point  on 
which  the  privileges  of  the  House  have  not 
been  maintained  by  the  gentlemen  who  were 
sent  up  to  maintain  them.  Then  I  come  to 
clause  37,  and,  as  this  is  a  part  of  the  Bill  in 
which  I  have  taken  a  great  interest,  I  have 
watched  very  narrowly  what  has  been  done  in 
connection  with  it.  What  was  the  action  of 
the  gentlemen  who  were  sent  up  to  defend  the 
privileges  of  this  House,  by  asserting  its  right  to 
control  the  matter  of  amalgamation  between 
the  banks?  The  first  thing  they  did  was  to 
reduce  the  number  of  days  within  which  the 
House  has  the  right  of  objecting.  As  the  Bill 
originally  stood,  we  had  fourteen  days  and  four 
days :  in  every  case  where  "  fourteen  "  occurred 
it  is  now  reduced  to  "  ten,"  and  I  ask,  why  this 
is  done  ?  Why  should  those  members  who 
were  sent  up  to  defend  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  this  House  have  sacrificed  four  days  out  of 
the  small  period  of  fourteen  ?  Another  point 
is  this :  After  the  words  "  Order  Paper,"  three 
words  have  been  inserted,  "  of  either  House," 
which  render  it,  in  the  opinion  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  legal  profession  who  has  spoken  on 
the  question,  a  thorough  absurdity.  I  want  to 
ask  why  the  four  able  gentlemen  who  went 
from  this  House  and  the  four  able  gentlemen 
representing  the  Legislative  Council  had  these 
words  inserted  in  the  Bill.  I  attended  a  por- 
tion of  this  Conference,  because  I  wished  to 
hear  how  the  representatives  of  this  Chamber 
demeaned  themselves  in  fighting  the  question 
of  privilege ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  negotia- 
tions the  Premier  used  words  like  these—  and 
if  I  state  them  incorrectly  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, who  was  Chairman,  oan  correct  me : 
The  Premier  said  that  had  the  clause  dealing 
with  amalgamation  stated  that  the  approval 
of  Parliament  was  necessary  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  agreement  a  very  important  ques- 
tion would  have  been  raised,  and  there  might 
have  been  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  ratification ; 
but  he  said  that,  as  the  clause  was  one  which 
merely  required  Parliament  to  express  dissent 
from  the  matter,  there  was  very  little  doubt 
that  the  matter  would  have  to  be  taken  up  by 
a  private  member,  and  there  was  very  little 
chance  of  a  hostile  resolution  being  passed. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  Premier  did  not  say  that, 
and  he  would  contradict  the  honourable  gentle- 
man at  once  if  he  were  here.  He  made  no  such 
statement  as  that.    I  have  a  distinct  recol- 


lection of  what  the  Premier  said,  and  it  was 
nothing  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  McNAB. — My  recollection  is  the  same. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— If  it  comes  to  a  con- 
flict of  recollection  between  the  Treasurer  and 
myself,  I  state  emphatically  that  the  Premier 
used  words  to  the  effect  of  what  I  said ;  and  that 
he  also  made  this  remark :  that  no  details  with 
regard  to  private  accounts  could  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  therefore  the  private  affairs  of  the 
bank  would  not  come  into  question  in  connec- 
tion with  the  matter. 

Mr.  WARD.— He  said  the  details  of  the  ac- 
counts of  private  customers  of  the  institution 
would  not  be  laid  on  the  table,  which  is  quite  a 
different  matter. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Well,  I  affirm  that 
that  was  what  I  understood  to  be  the  state- 
ment that  was  made. 

Mr.  WARD.— No. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— What  my  honour- 
able friend  states  is  not  correct.  So  far  as 
the  first  part  of  my  statement  is  concerned  he 
is  perfeotly  incorrect  in  contradicting  what  I 
said  about  the  private  affairs  of  the  customers. 
I  never  thought  for  a  moment  they  would  be 
placed  on  the  table  of  the  House ;  but  I  affirm 
absolutely  that  the  Premier  discussed  the  ques- 
tion from  the  point  of  view  I  said,  and  said  in 
the  Conference  that,  so  far  as  the  matter  was 
concerned,  the  clause,  as  sent  up  from  this 
House,  would  not  place  any  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  ratification.  I  say  emphatically,  not- 
withstanding the  contradiction  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  that  the  Premier  did  say  the  matter 
would  have  to  be  taken  up  by  a  private  mem- 
ber, and  there  would  not  be  the  same  chance 
of  its  being  carried  through  as  if  it  had  to  be 
by  way  of  expressing  approval. 

Mr.  WARD.— It  is  very  unfair  to  the  Pre- 
mier, because  the  honourable  member  knows 
he  was  fighting  very  hard  to  get  the  wish  of  the 
House  affirmed  at  the  Conference. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— That  is  entirely  a 
matter  of  opinion.  All  I  can  say  is  that,  look- 
ing at  the  clause  in  the  way  it  stands  now, 
considering  that  the  number  of  days  is  altered 
to  ten,  and  considering  the  addition  of  three 
words  which  make  the  whole  thing  utterly 
ridiculous,  and  will  raise  the  question  whether 
the  clause  can  have  any  effect  given  to  it,  one 
can  form  one's  own  opinion  as  to  that  part  of 
the  matter.  Let  me  show  why  I  say  that  the 
whole  thing  is  ridiculous.  It  states  here  that 
a  proposal  dissenting  from  the  contract  can  be 
placed  on  the  table ;  that  unless  it  is  disap- 
proved of  within  ten  days  it  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  approved  of.  Then  it  goes  on  to  state  that 
notice  of  motion  if  given  is  to  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Order  Paper  "of  either  House." 
Now,  I  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer  whether  he 
can  really  tell  us  what  is  the  meaning  of 
this  expression.  It  has  been  pointed  out  very 
clearly  by  the  member  for  Wellington  City.  If 
notice  of  motion  dissenting  is  given  in  this 
House,  is  it  to  be  placed  on  the  Order  Paper  of 
the  Council  ?  or  if  it  is  given  in  the  Council, 
is  it  to  be  placed  on  the  Order  Paper  of  this 
House  ?    If  it  were  ordered  to  be  placed  at  the 
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head  of  the  Order  Paper  of  the  House  in  which 
notice  was  given,  the  House  or  the  Legislative 
Council  would  really  have  an  opportunity  of  re- 
viewing the  matter.  Now  I  come  to  the  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill.  We  find  that  clause  54, 
which  was  a  very  important  clause  from  the 
point  of  view  of  this  House,  has  been  struck 
out  altogether.  That  was  another  point  on 
which  a  question  of  privilege  was  raised.  We 
find  that  olause  56  has  been  so  emasculated  by 
the  Conference  as  to  be  absolutely  worthless ; 
it  is  not  to  have  any  force  until  the  1st  of 
'January ;  and  a  proviso  has  been  added  which 
renders  it  absolutely  futile.  And  this  is  the 
way  in  which  the  Managers  appointed  by  the 
House  carried  out  their  duty  of  asserting  and 
protecting  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  McNAB. — I  desire  to  say  one  word  in 
reference  to  a  statement  which  has  been  made 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just 
-spoken  as  to  what  the  Premier  said.  As  the 
HouBe  is  aware,  I  have  not  during  this  debate 
discussed  the  proposals  of  the  Bill  at  all.  I 
have  now  only  risen  to  make  an  explanation,  in 
justioe  to  the  Premier.  I  think  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  has  made  a  mistake, 
and  mixed  up  the  first  portion  of  the  Premier's 
speech  with  the  last  portion.  So  far  as  I  recol- 
lect, the  Premier  used  the  words  in  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  began  his  re- 
marks; but  he  stated  that  the  motion  whict 
would  have  to  be  carried  through  the  House  in 
order  to  stop  amalgamation  or  purchase  of 
another  bank  would  be  a  motion  expressing 
disapproval,  and  that  the  position  would  be  a 
difficult  one.  And  he  went  on  to  state,  as  to 
the  information  supplied  to  honourable  mem- 
bers, there  would  be  no  information  given  dis- 
playing the  accounts  of  private  individuals  in 
the  bank.  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  confused  the  latter  part  of  the  Premier's 
remarks  with  the  first  portion.  I  may  add  that 
I  came  away  from  the  Conference  with  the 
impression  that  our  representatives  stuck  to 
their  guns,  and  obtained  what  concessions  they 
were  able  to  get  from  the  representatives  of 
another  place. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  should  like  to  ask 
the  honourable  member  whether  he  does  not 
remember  its  being  said  by  the  Premier  that  the 
matter  would  not  be  such  as  would  be  taken  up 
by  any  Government,  but  that  it  would  be  open 
to  a  private  member  to  take  it  up,  and  that, 
no  doubt,  a  private  member  would  be  required 
to  move  in  it. 

Mr.  McNAB. — So  far  as  I  recollect  he  did 
not  make  any  mention  of  a  private  member 
carrying  through  the  motion  at  all.  I  think 
the  honourable  member  has  confused  one  por- 
tion of  the  Premier's  remarks  with  another 
portion. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  9. 
Buick  McGuire  Tellers. 

Collins  Smith,  G.  J.      Earnshaw 

Hutchison,  G.   Tanner  Pirani. 

Massey 

Mr.  G.  W.  Russell 


Nobs,  36. 

Buddo  Maslin  Pere 

Cadman  MoGowan  Pinkerton 

Carncross  McKenzie,  J.  Russell,  G.  W. 

Carnell  McKenzie,  R.  Seddon 

Carroll  McLachlan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan  McNab  Stevens 

Fraser  Meredith  Thompson,  T. 

Guinness  Millar  Ward 

Hall-Jones  Mills  Willis. 

Harris  Morrison  Tellers. 

Houston  O'Regan  Hogg 

Kelly,  W.  Parata  Lawry. 
Lang 


For. 
Allen 
Bell 
Green 
Heke 

Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 
Duthie 
Saunders. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Montgomery 
Buchanan 
Mackintosh 
Reeves 
Hall 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Steward 
Flatman. 


Majority  against,  27. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Qn  Mr.   WARD. —  Sir,   at    this    hour 

u*  of  the  morning  I  am  not  going  to 
trespass  upon  the  time  of  honourable  members 
more  than  I  can  possibly  help.  I  desire  to  say, 
in  the  first  place,  that  it  is  to  me  exceedingly 
surprising  that  some  honourable  members  have 
taken  up  the  time  to-night  who  had  spoken  on 
the  main  question,  and  who,  it  was  understood, 
were  going  to  allow  those  who  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  on  the  third  reading  to 
speak  on  this  occasion.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
those  honourable  gentleman  who  had  previ- 
ously spoken  at  length  have  not  this  evening 
shown  so  much  consideration  to  others,  and 
that,  after  having  fully  debated  the  question, 
we  have  had  from  them  further  speeches  upon 
the  same  matter  to-night.  Well,  it  is  a  matter 
entirely  of  their  own  conoern,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that,  having  fully  debated  the  question 
before,  and  put  their  speeches  on  record,  they 
might  have  allowed  other  honourable  members 
to  do  the  same,  and  so  have  enabled  the  debate 
to  be  concluded  earlier.  I  wish,  first  of  all, 
to  refer  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton.  He  appears  to  be  very  much 
disappointed  with  the  work  of  this  Conference 
to-day.  If  he  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  he  must 
have  been  disappointed  because  ne  was  not 
appointed  on  that  Conference,  because  he  has 
taken  exception  to  every  recommendation 
which  the  representatives  of  this  House  have 
brought  down.  He  not  only  takes  exception  to 
these  recommendations,  but  he  takes  excep- 
tion to  the  way  the  Premier  had  acted  when 
the  Premier  fought  at  the  Conference  for  the 
wishes  of  this  House,  and  fought  to  main- 
tain the  reasons  which  this  House  gave  for  not 
agreeing  with  the  amendments  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  The  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton  takes  exception  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Premier.  Now,  I  think  it  very  unfair  of 
my  honourable  friend  to  act  in  the  way  he  has 
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•done  to-night.  It  is  also  very  unusual  for  a 
member  of  this  House  who  was  present  at  that 
-Conference  to  come  to  this  Chamber  and  pro- 
fess to  give  the  utterances  of  honourable  mem- 
bers. He  professed  to  give  the  utterance  of 
the  Premier,  with  the  inevitable  result  that  he 
fell  into  two  errors.  Now,  there  is  a  medium 
in  everything.  The  honourable  member  for 
Riocarton  said  that  the  Premier  stated  that  if 
this  alteration  in  clause  37  were  placed  on  the 
top  of  the  Order  Paper  only  a  private  member 
oould  move  it.  The  Premier  made  no  such 
statement,  and  this  he  will  bear  out  when  he  has 
been  referred  to  on  the  subject.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Riocarton  has  therefore,  un- 
intentionally, misrepresented  the  Premier  in 
this  matter.  It  is,  as  I  say,  very  unusual  for  an 
honourable  member  who  attends  a  Conference 
as  a  looker-on  to  come  back  to  this  Chamber 
professing  to  repeat  what  members  of  the  Con- 
ference stated  there.  Neither  did  the  Premier 
make  that  statement  attributed  to  him  about 
the  details  of  the  bank's  amalgamation  pro- 
posals being  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
What  he  said  was  that  the  details  of  the  private 
Accounts  of  customers  would  not  be  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  and  every  honourable  mem- 
ber will  agree  with  me  that  under  no  circum- 
stances could  such  a  position  be  maintained  as 
that  the  private  accounts  of  customers  should 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  this  House  and  investi- 
gated. Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say,  further,  the 
honourable  gentleman  takes  exception  to  the 
privileges  of  this  House  not  having  been  put  in 
the  first  position,  instead  of  the  report  that  has 
been  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  PIRANL— He  voted  all  right. 

Mr.  WARD.— Sir,  that  is  nothing.  I  wish 
to  aay  this:  The  honourable  gentleman  and 
-every  member  of  this  House  who  has  had  ex- 
perience as  to  what  is  done  at  a  Conference  set 
up  between  both  Houses  to  enable  a  difference 
-of  opinion  to  be  settled  must  know  perfectly 
well  that  those  gentlemen  who  are  fighting  for 
the  main  principles,  in  order  to  get  those  main 
principles  carried,  are  prepared  to  give  some 
•concessions  to  the  members  representing  the 
•other  Chamber,  who  are  fighting  just  the  op- 
posite way.  In  this  case  the  representatives 
of  the  other  Chamber  were  fighting  for  the 
amendments  they  had  submitted  to  this  House, 
and  the  representatives  of  this  House  had  to 
endeavour  to  maintain  the  position  that  this 
House  desired  us  to  take  up — that  was,  to  keep 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  terms  of  the  original 
Bill.  The  honourable  gentleman  takes  ex- 
ception to  what  we  thought  necessary  to  do  in 
order  to  gain  our  point. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— You  conceded  every- 
thing. 

Mr.  WARD.— We  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 
We  gained  everything  of  material  consequence. 
We  gained  every  material  point,  and  it  was 
the  other  members  who  yielded.  If  we  had 
exercised  a  want  of  tact  and  judgment,  and 
had  not  been  prepared  to  make  any  concessions, 
or  to  give  and  cake,  there  would  have  been 
a  further  Conference,  and,  perhaps,  finally  a 
deadlock.     There  has  been  no  giving- way  by 


this  House  on  the  more  important  points  we 
went  to  maintain  in  the  Conference.  I  simply 
wish  to  say  that  at  the  Conference  to-day  we 
represented  the  views  of  this  House ;  and  one 
honourable  member  (Major  Steward),  whom  I 
met  afterwards,  told  me  that  we  had  got  a 
great  deal  more  than  he  expeoted  we  would  get, 
and  that  honourable  gentleman  holds  views 
on  this  matter  similar  to  those  of  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Riccarton.  I  wish 
just  to  refer  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  mem- 
ber for  Tuapeka  in  connection  with  this  Bill. 
The  honourable  gentleman  stated — and  he  is 
a  man  of  considerable  experience — that  he  was 
dissatisfied  with  the  report  because  he  held  that 
the  evidence  of  the  Committee  obtained  was  not 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  form  an  opinion. 
The  honourable  gentleman  in  doing  this  went 
on  to  say  that  the  class  of  evidence  he  would 
have  required  and  desired  had  he  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  and  before  he  voted  for 
the  Committee's  report,  was  of  this  nature: 
He  said  there  was  one  book  used  in  connec- 
tion with  a  bank,  which  was  well  known  to 
financial  men,  and  which  ought  to  have  been 
placed  before  the  Committee.  This  is  a  book 
which  goes  under  the  name  of  the  '•  general 
ledger  "  of  the  bank.  The  honourable  gentleman 
said  that  if  that  book  had  been  placed  before 
the  Committee  it  would  have  been  able  to  judge 
as  to  the  class  of  accounts  included  in  the  ad- 
vances of  seven  millions.  He  said  that  from 
this  book  it  could  be  seen  whether  these  ad- 
vances were  safe  and  legitimate  advances. 
Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  any  one  who  knows 
anything  about  the  general  -  ledger  accounts 
will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that  no  such  in- 
formation could  be  obtained  from  the  general 
ledger  of  a  bank.  What  is  there  is  this :  You 
get  the  total  of  the  bills  discounted  and  the 
total  of  the  deposits;  but  in  my  opinion  it 
is  impossible  to  get  the  class  of  individual 
acoounts  in  regard  to  advances  of  the  bank 
in  the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  sug- 
gests, because  the  accounts  are  not  detailed 
in  the  general  ledger.  Therefore,  if  the  honour- 
able member  relied  on  this  book  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  get  information  to  assist  him 
in  voting  on  this  report  in  the  Committee, 
all  I  can  say  is  that  he  is  under  a  misappre- 
hension. The  honourable  gentleman  gave  hiB 
views  on  this  matter,  and  put  them  on  record 
in  a  very  straightforward  way,  but,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Committee,  I  am  not  going  to  allow 
any  honourable  member  to  say  that  by  ob- 
taining the  general  ledger  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  we  could  have  got  information  to 
classify  these  acoounts,  and  that  we  should  have 
been  in  a  better  position  to  furnish  informa- 
tion to  this  House,  or  to  act  upon  it  ourselves. 
Without  expressing  my  opinion  about  it,  what 
does  this  ledger  mean  ?  The  balance-sheet  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  or  the  balance-sheet 
of  any  institution,  is  made  up  from  the  general 
ledger.  We  had  the  balance-sheet  before  us, 
and  we  got  all  the  information  that  was  pos- 
sible in  that  respect.  Now,  it  is  quite  useless, 
in  my  opinion,  to  talk  of  any  want  of  evidence 
so  far  as  this  Committee  is  concerned,  because 
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we  had  before  us  all  the  evidence  we  oould 
possibly  get — the  detailed  balance-sheets  of  the 
various  businesses  attached  to  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  and  those  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  itself,  and  in  addition  to  that  we  got 
the  valuations  of  the  Estates  Company's  pro- 
perties decided  as  far  as  we  could.  So  much 
for  that.  Just  one  word  with  regard  to  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Nelson  City. 
He  gave  us  this  evening  a  financial  speech, 
which  if  I,  at  any  rate,  had  delivered  I  should 
at  once  have  been  accused  of  rolling  off  figures 
as  from  a  Maxim  gun,  or  something  of  that 
sort.  He  gave  us  an  immense  mass  of  figures 
— unmistakably  he  gave  us  the  figures — but, 
after  all  said  and  done,  before  they  go  into 
Hansard,  if  he  takes  my  advice,  he  will  get 
some  one  to  audit  them,  because  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  made  some  very  great  mis- 
takes. The  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City  took  some  trouble  to  place  before  us  what 
he  said  was  the  position  of  the  bank,  bat  the 
greater  portion  of  his  speech,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
was  misleading.  I  want  also  to  say  just  one 
word  with  regard  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison).  He  delivered 
a  speech  in  a  cool,  calculating,  and  critical 
manner,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  bitter- 
ness in  his  speech.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  however, 
the  honourable  gentleman  accused  the  Govern- 
ment of  borrowing  all  these  millions  of  money 
for  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand ;  and  he  went  on 
to  say  that  the  liability  that  wo  were  under- 
taking for  this  institution  was  of  an  indefinite 
character ;  and  he  asked  why  the  Government 
were  raising  these  millions  of  money  for  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  why  they  did  not, 
instead,  raise  these  millions  to  find  work  for 
the  unemployed.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Government -have  not  raised  millions  of 
money  for  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  What  it 
has  done  is  to  enable  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
itself  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on.  But  does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean 
to  tell  me  that,  if  the  Government  did  bring 
down  proposals  to  raise  millions  of  money 
for  the  unemployed,  he  would  have  voted  for 
them  ?  If  1  am  a  judge  at  all,  from  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  done  in  times 
past  in  reference  to  the  voting  of  money,  I 
do  not  think  he  would.  Yet  in  the  very  next 
breath  he  asked  us  for  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  do  that  which  we  have  been  doing 
to  the  utmost  of  our  ability  for  the  last  three 
or  four  years.  And,  Sir,  it  is  unfair,  in  a  mat- 
ter of  this  sort,  to  find  the  honourable  mem- 
ber trying  to  discount  the  position  by  bring- 
ing in  extraneous  matter  of  this  kind,  and  by 
placing  before  a  section  of  the  people  of  the 
country  the  idea  that  we  are  neglecting  them 
entirely  in  order  to  devote  our  moneys  to  the 
properties  of  this  institution.  We  are  doing 
nothing  of  the  kind,  and  I  feel  perfectly  certain 
in  my  own  mind  that  he  knows  that,  and  that 
we  are  not  taxing  the  people  of  the  colony  in 
order  to  do  that.  I  repeat  that  one  of  the  pri- 
mary objects  of  the  Government  is  to  prevent 
the  people  of  this  country  from  being  further 
taxed,  because,  if  we  had  not  done  what  we 
Mr.  Ward 


have  done  in  regard  to  this  matter,  further 
taxation  would  have  been  absolutely  essential,, 
and  we  should  have  had  great  difficulty  iu 
connection  with  the  "  unemployed  "  question. 
One  word  about  a  further  matter  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred.  He  referred 
to  the  excessive  salaries  paid  to  the  executive 
officers  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Now,  I 
say  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  are  in  favour  of 
paying  higher  salaries  for  any  man's  services 
than  I  believe  his  services  are  worth.  At  the 
same  time,  there  are  circumstances  in  all  walks 
of  life  that  we  must  take  into  consideration! 
when  we  are  fixing  the  salaries  of  individuals. 
If  you  are  going  to  judge  of  the  salaries  of  the 
executive  officers  of  an  institution  like  this  you 
must,  as  a  matter  of  fairness,  compare  them 
with  the  salaries  paid  under  similar  circum- 
stances to  the  officers  of  other  institutions.  If 
you  do  that,  I  venture  to  say  the  evidence 
derived  from  that  source  will  be  favourable 
to  what  has  been  done  for  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  in  so  far  as  concerns  the  salaries- 
paid  to  the  officers  of  the  institution  at  this 
moment.  The  President  of  the  institution  is 
not  receiving,  by  £250  per  annum,  the  same- 
salary  as  his  predecessor  received.  Yet  he 
has  a  greater  responsibility  to  the  country 
and  to  the  bank  itself,  and  a  greater  responsi- 
bility to  the  shareholders  under  the  altered 
circumstances  of  the  bank ;  and  I  say  it  is  not 
a  fair  thing  to  individualise  any  one,  as  you  do- 
when  you  say  he  is  receiving  a  salary  in  excesa 
of  what  his  services  are  worth.  I  dissent  alto- 
gether from  that.  I  say  that  any  man  having 
such  a  responsibility  put  upon  his  shoulders,, 
and  having  such  vast  sums  of  money  placed  at 
his  command,  and  placed  in  a  position  where 
good  judgment  is  so  essential,  and  where  pro- 
bity is  a  necessity,  ought  to  be  well  paid ;  and 
I  say  that,  compared  with  the  salaries  paid 
in  institutions  of  a  similar  character,  what 
we  have  done  in  this  matter  is  not  only  de- 
fensible, but  far  from  being  extreme.  At  ther 
risk  that  some  members  may  say  I  wish  to 
make  a  diversion  I  may  mention  that  not 
very  long  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  in- 
vited to  dinner  in  London  at  one  of  the  leading 
hotels,  and  I  was  very  much  struck  during  the- 
course  of  the  dinner  with  something  I  was  told, 
there.  I  was  asked  the  question,  did  I  know 
how  much  the  chef  reoeived  by  way  of  salary 
at  the  hotel.  In  my  innocence  I  had  in 
my  head  the  salaries  paid  for  positions  of 
this  sort  in  New  Zealand.  I  was,  therefore,, 
amazed  when  I  was  informed  that  this  chief 
cook  received  a  salary  of  £2,500  a  year.  And* 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  ft  is  not  at  all  an  uncom- 
mon thing  for  men  in  positions  of  that  sort  to- 
receive  salaries  of  from  £1,000  to  £1,500  a  year. 
Now,  what  does  it  mean  ?  I  am  not  referring, 
to  this  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  odious 
comparison.  I  am  referring  entirely  to  what 
men  in  this  world  who  occupy  certain  positions 
in  various  walks  of  life  are  paid,  only  to  guide 
us  in  taking  that  as  a  comparison  of  what  we 
find  to  be  the  case  elsewhere,  and  to  show  that- 
men  are  paid  in  proportion  to  the  abilities  they 
possess  and  what  is  expected  from  them.    The? 
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country  does  not  pay  any  salaries  to  either  the 
President  or  Auditor  or  any  one  connected  with 
the  hank.  Now,  Sir,  furthermore,  I  desire  to 
say  this :  I  do  not  think  that  in  a  matter  of 
this  sort — which  to  a  large  extent  devolves  on 
the  hank  itself  to  deal  with— I  do  not  think  it 
is  a  fair  thing  to  attempt  to  belittle  the  officers 
of  the  institution,  who  have  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  concern  is  now  placed.  That  is  my  opinion, 
and  I  can  only  express  my  regret  that  some 
honourable  members  during  the  course  of  the 
debate  have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  such 
allusions  as  that  to  which  I  refer.  I  want,  just 
before  I  sit  down,  to  say  one  word  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw), 
who  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  not  now  in  his  seat. 
The  honourable  gentleman  delivered  a  bitter 
speech  this  evening  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  although  he  does  not  think  it  was  so. 
He  misrepresented  matters  in  connection  with 
our  proposals,  and  misrepresented  them  with- 
out the  slightest  consideration  so  far  as  the 
Government  or  the  country  is  concerned.  The 
honourable  gentleman  stated  that  he  gave  his 
vote  against  this  Bill  from  conscientious  rea- 
sons. I  have  no  doubt  the  honourable  gentle- 
man did  so.  I  am  not  going  to  say  he  did  not. 
But  if  he  gave  his  vote  against  the  proposals 
conscientiously,  then  he  should  give  credit  to 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  voted  in  an  op- 
posite direction  for  having  also  acted  con- 
scientiously. But,  Sir,  the  honourable  member 
did  to-night  attempt  to  put  right  the  unfair 
statement  which  he  made  the  other  evening  in 
connection  with  the  Colonial  Bank.  I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  member  can  recollect 
what  he  said  upon  that  occasion.  He  has  at- 
tempted to  put  it  right  this  evening.  That,  in 
my  opinion,  is  creditable  to  him  ;  but  that  he 
did  make  a  very  damaging  statement  the  night 
before  last  is  beyond  question.  I  am  not  going 
into  the  question  of  what  has  been  done  by 
the  country  so  far  as  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
and  the  Estates  Company  are  concerned,  but 
I  wish  to  say  that,  while  honourable  members 
are  naturally  anxious  not  to  take  upon  their 
shoulders  responsibilities  of  the  kind  we  are 
called  upon  to  take,  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment naturally  have  been  just  as  anxious  to 
avoid  taking  this  heavy  responsibility  upon 
their  shoulders.  We  cannot  shirk  our  respon- 
sibilities to  the  country,  and  we  must  act  with 
courage,  prudence,  and  judgment,  and  meet  our 
troubles  manfully.  The  Joint  Committee  of 
both  Houses  submitted  the  report  giving  what 
appeared  to  them  the  best  solution,  and  they 
naturally  did  not  want  to  take  responsibility 
upon  their  shoulders.  I  think  I  may  briefly 
sum  up  the  position  by  saying  that  we  all  agree 
that  it  is  not  a  desirable  thing  to  have  to  come 
to  the  rescue  of  this  bank  so  as  to  enable  the 
institution  to  carry  on  properly.  Still,  gentle- 
men inside  and  outside  of  this  House  who 
look  at  the  matter  impartially  will,  I  am  sure, 
recognise  that  it  was  our  business  and  our  duty 
to  effect  the  best  solution  we  could  of  the  very 
difficult  position  that  had  come  upon  us;  and,  if 
the  best  solution  has  been  effected,  that  is  all, 


nnder  the  circumstances,  that  can  possibly  be 
expected.  Now,  the  Joint  Committee  have  not 
professed  to  do  any  more  than  give  what  they 
believe  to  be  the  best  course  to  follow  in  this 
very  difficult  position.  So  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment are  concerned,  we  have  practically  fol- 
lowed what  we  believe  is  the  best  course  of 
action  that  oould  be  taken  regarding  the  matter 
now  before  the  House ;  and  I  do  not  think, 
myself,  looking  at  the  affairs  of  the  country 
as  one  who  desires  to  see  the  country  prosper 
— I  really  do  not  think  we  should  have  acted 
wisely  if  we  had  shown  the  white  feather — if 
we  had  displayed  a  want  of  backbone,  a  want 
of  pluck  or  of  courage,  during  this  crisis,  by 
attempting  to  run  away  from  what  was  a  very 
grave  and  serious  position.  I  say,  then,  though 
we  are  not  responsible,  even  indirectly,  so  far 
as  the  affairs  of  the  institution  are  concerned,. 
for  the  difficulties  that  beset  it,  considering 
its  enormous  ramifications,  in  my  judgment 
we  acted  in  the  best  interests  of  the  agricul- 
tural community,  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
pastoral  community,  and  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  labour  community,  whioh  would  have 
suffered  just  as  much  as  any  other  class  if 
that  institution  had  oome  down.  Consider- 
ing all  these  interests  that  would  have  been 
so  injuriously  affected,  we  should  have  been 
wanting  in  our  duty  —  and  those  who  find 
fault  with  us  for  doing  our  duty  would 
have  condemned  us  yet  more  strongly  had 
we  failed  in  it — we  should  have  been  want- 
ing in  our  duty  had  we  not  shown  courage  to 
grapple  with  the  position,  and  to  do  the  best 
we  could  to  put  it  right.  And  that  is  all  we 
profess  to  have  done.  We  have  tried  to  do 
that,  and  we  must  allow  the  future  to  judge 
whether  the  course  we  have  taken  is  the  right 
one.  It  is  all  very  well  for  some  honourable 
members  to  say  that  we  did  not  do  all  that  was 
possible  when  the  proposal  for  the  two-millions 
guarantee  was  before  the  House  last  year.  I 
have  said,  and  I  repeat  it  again,  that  it  is 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  for  members  of 
this  House  who  were  not  charged  with  the 
responsibility  at  the  time,  and  who  knew 
nothing  of  the  circumstances  at  the  time — it 
is  all  very  well  for  those  honourable  members 
who  want  to  be  able  to  go  before  their  con- 
stituents and  say  the  Government  led  us  into 
the  whole  of  this  in  connection  with  the  two- 
million  guarantee;  but  if  those  honourable 
members  had  been  placed  in  the  position  the 
Government  were  placed  in  at  that  time  they 
would  have  found  themselves  surrounded  with 
grave  and  serious  difficulties.  It  is  easy  to  say 
that  a  Committee  ought  to  have  been  set  up; 
but  if  any  honourable  member  will  look  at 
the  matter  impartially  he  will  see  that  the 
Committee  asked  for,  if  it  had  been  set  up, 
would  have  been  absolutely  useless,  because 
there  was  no  time  for  an  exhaustive  examina- 
tion, and  the  legislation  had  to  be  pushed 
through.  It  is  altogether  absurd  for  any 
honourable  member  to  run  away  with  the  im- 
pression that  the  British  public  in  these  parts  is  • 
going  to  be  led  away  in  that  way.  If  they  are- 
relying  upon  that  they  are  making  a  mistake* 
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The  whole  point  is  this :  Was  it  a  prudent 
thing  last  year  to  have  prevented  this  insti- 
tution from  coming  down  ?  If  it  was  not,  we 
should  have  allowed  it  to  come  down  at  that 
time;  but  if  it  was  a  right  thing  to  maintain  it, 
then  the  Government  must  have  done  right  in 
coming  to  the  relief  of  the  institution,  and  pre- 
venting its  coming  down.  If  it  was  the  right 
'thing  to  allow  the  institution  to  go  down  a  year 
ago,  honourable  members  in  this  House  on  this 
•occasion  who  can  now  let  it  go  down  should 
vote  to  do  so,  and  should  have  said,  "  Let  the 
institution  go  down  now."  We  have,  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  Joint  Committee,  the  report  that  the 
two  million  is  intact  and  the  institution  itself 
is  solvent.  If  it  was  judicious  to  allow  the 
bank  to  go  down  twelve  months  ago,  in  the  face 
of  the  evidence  before  them,  honourable  mem- 
bers should,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, have  been  prepared — if  they  want 
to  defend  logically  the  position  some  of  them 
take  up  regarding  the  two-million  guarantee — 
to  say,  Bather  than  go  further,  we  will  risk  all 
the  consequences  placed  before  us  a  year  ago, 
and  let  the  institution  go  down.  Will  they  do  so 
now  ?  No.  Why  will  they  not  do  so  ?  What  is 
the  position  ?  That  when  honourable  members 
are  faced  with  the  seriousness  of  the  position, 
when  they  come  to  consider  carefully  what  is 
likely  to  happen,  when  a  Committee  is  set  up 
•composed  of  some  of  the  most  experienced 
gentlemen  it  is  possible  to  find  in  both  Houses 
— a  responsible  Committee,  with  some  of  the 
strongest  and  most  vigorous  of  the  opponents 
•of  the  Government  and  party  at  present  in 
power— what  do  we  find?  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  with  every  other  member,  indorsing 
the  attitude  the  Government  have  taken  up  as 
far  as  this  matter  is  concerned,  and  saying  it 
is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  country  that  this 
institution  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  down. 
This  being  so,  where  is  the  magnanimity  of 
some  members  of  the  House,  who,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  fact  that,  whether  they  vote  for 
it  or  not,  this  measure  is  certain  to  go  through, 
and  the  country  to  be  saved  from  disaster,  are 
not  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  on  their 
own  shoulders?  They  allow  those  who  hold  a 
responsibility  equal  to  them  to  take  the  whole 
responsibility  on  their  shoulders,  and  they  will 
possibly  go  back  to  their  constituents  and  say, 
11  Although  the  Government  gave  effect  to  the 
proposals,  we  did  not  vote  for  them."  I  say, 
let  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  exercised 
their  independent  judgment  in  giving  their  votes 
say  they  voted  according  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  but  do  not  let  them  blame  us  for  doing 
what  we  considered  best  in  the  interests  of  the 
country.  I  say  the  circumstances  were  such 
as  to  call  for  what  we  considered  to  be  essential 
for  this  colony  to  do.  But  I  say,  now  we  are 
on  the  eve  of  a  great  change,  as  far  as  the  future 
prospects  of  prices  in  this  country  are  concerned, 
according  to  all  accounts.  I  believe  the  Govern- 
ment have  acted  wisely,  and  with  strength  and 
courage ;  and  my  opinion  is — whether  I  am  ac- 
cused of  being  over-sanguine  or  not — we  have 
-done  the  best  for  the  general  interests  of  New 
Zealand,  and  I  believe  the  future  will  say  that 
Mr.  Ward 


we  have  shown  grit,  courage,  and  wisdom  in 
preventing  a  great  oalamity  from  overtaking 
the  country. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  wish  to  make  & 
personal  explanation.  The  honourable  member 
for  Mataura  was  completely  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  he  was  in  the  room  at  any  time 
this  afternoon  while  I  was  at  the  Conference. 

Mr.  McNAB. — I  may  say  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  what  the  Premier  said,  and  I  stated 
what  I  heard  was  said. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — I  take  the  opportunity  of 
saying  that  the  statement  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton  is  entirely  incorrect. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  report  of  the  Conferenoe  be  agreed  to." 

Ayes,  84. 


Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Pere 

Cadman 

Lang 

Pinkerton 

Carncross 

Lawry 

Russell,  G.  W 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Carroll 

MoGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

McKenzie 

J.    Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

McKenzie 

R.    Ward 

Fraser 

MoLachlan        Willis. 

Guinness 

Meredith 

Harris 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Millar 

Houston 

Parata 

Stevens. 

Noes,  11. 

Buick 

MoGuire 

Tanner. 

Earnshaw 

McNab 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

O'Regan 

Hutchison,  G, 

Massey 

Smith,  G. 
Paibs 

J.      Pirani. 

For 

Against. 

Buchanan 

Bell 

Flatman 

Saunders 

Hall 

Hutchison,  W. 

Mackintosh 

Green 

Montgomery 

Allen 

Reeves 

Heke 

Russell, 

W.  R. 

Joyoe 

Steward 

Duthie 

Stout. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  23. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Council  intimating  that  the  Council  had  agreed 
to  the  report  of  the  Conferenoe  on  the  Bill  en- 
titled "  The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Banking 
Act,  1895." 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  4th  September,  1895. 


Third  Roading- Wilson  Land  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the   Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Praters. 
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THIRD  READING. 
Masterton  Trust  Lands  Trust  Empowering 
Bill. 

WILSON  LAND  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving, 
That  this  BUI  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said 
he  believed  this  was  the  third  time  that  this 
Bill  had  reached  the  Council,  and  he  need  not 
therefore  refer  honourable  members  to  the  pecu- 
liar position  of  this  case.  He  might  simply 
say  that  some  thirty-five  years  ago  provision 
was  made  for  a  then  infant  who  survived  the 
massacre  of  Poverty  Bay,  and  a  piece  of  land 
was  given  to  him  upon  certain  conditions 
with  the  view  of  providing  for  his  future — his 
parents  having  been  murdered  by  Te  Kooti's 
people.  It  had  been  stated  on  a  former  occa- 
sion that  Mr.  Wilson  did  not  entirely  wish  to 
have  this  Bill  passed.  He  believed  Mr.  Wilson 
was  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be  passed, 
and  he  had  written  a  letter  to  the  Minister  re- 
questing that  the  restriction  clause  on  the  land 
held  by  him  near  Gisborne  should  be  removed 
this  session.  He  also  requested  that  letters 
on  the  above  subject  should  be  addressed  to 
Messrs.  Kirk  and  Atkinson,  who  had  knowledge 
of  the  case,  and  he  added  that  the  measure  in 
its  present  form  was  one  to  which  no  objection 
would  be  offered.  Mr.  Wilson  was  indebted  to 
the  bank  at  Gisborne  £485  5s.,  and  at  Napier 
£51  2s.  7d.,  exclusive  of  half  a  year's  interest 
on  both  accounts.  The  Bill  would  not  be 
objected  to  by  the  bank. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  asked  how  old  Mr. 
Wilson  was  now. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  was 
about  thirty-six,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that 
hereafter  he  would  be  able  to  do  without  legis- 
lation, because  when  he  reached  the  age  of 
forty  years  he  could  do  what  he  liked  with  the 
land.  He  would  refer  the  Bill  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  and  hoped  the  Council  would 
read  it  a  second  time,  so  that  it  might  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  to  investigate  the 
whole  matter. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  thought  there  was 
no  possible  use  in  the  Council  trying  to  protect 
a  man  of  thirty- six  years  from  his  creditors. 
This  provision  was  made  for  Mr.  Wilson  when 
he  was  a  child.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
any  necessity  for  the  Bill  going  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  because  the  Bill  set  aside 
the  land  for  a  minor,  and  his  minority  having 
passed  he  thought  the  Bill  ought  to  be  passed. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
this  was  a  Bill  which  was  carefully  considered 
last  session,  and  the  Commitee  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Bill  was  really  promoted 
in  the  interests  of  the  bank,  but,  on  further 
consideration  and  information  obtained,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Bill  was  really  in  the  inter- 
ests of  Mr.  Wilson  himself.  It  was  difficult 
to  understand  the  object  the  Legislature  had 
in  view  exactly  in  preventing  the  vesting  of 
this  land  in  Mr.  Wilson  until  the  year  1900. 
The  Act  was  very  peculiarly  worded.  This 
massacre  took  place  on  the  nigbt  of  the  9th 
November,  1868,  and  Mr.  Wilson  was  then  nine 


years  of  age.  He  made  him  out  now  to  be* 
thirty-six.  The  land  was  given  to  trustees 
originally,  on  oondition  that  they  were  to 
hold  it  for  Mr.  Wilson,  and,  if  he  died  under 
twenty-one,  it  was  to  go  to  his  heirs.  If 
he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  they  were- 
to  convey  it  to  him,  and  it  was  his  only  in 
the  sense  that  until  the  year  1900  he  could 
not  alienate  or  deal  with  the  land,  although 
on  coming  of  age  he  could  make  a  will  dis- 
posing of  it  as  he  pleased.  Mr.  Wilson  had 
been  the  absolute  owner  of  this  land  in  every 
sense,  exoept  that  technically  he  could  not 
alienate  the  land  until  1900.  He  (Mr.  Stewart) 
did  not  know  what  the  object  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  in  preventing  him  from  alienating, 
this  land  when  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  It  was  an  injustice  to  him  to  have 
the  land  tied  up  in  this  way,  because  he  would 
be  over  forty  years  of  age,  unless  an  alteration 
took  place  in  the  law,  before  he  was  able  to  deal 
with  it  as  absolute  owner.  He  did  not  know 
any  objeotion  to  this  Bill.  As  far  as  he  under- 
stood, the  debt  to  the  Union  Bank  was  about 
£450.  The  value  of  the  land  was  supposed  to 
be  £2,000,  so  that  Mr.  Wilson  had  a  very  sub- 
stantial interest  in  the  land.  He  thought,  if  the- 
Bill  were  passed  Mr.  Wilson  would  be  able  to- 
pay  the  bank  all  he  owed  it,  and  have  some 
substantial  residue  for  his  own  benefit.  He 
would  support  the  passing  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SW ANSON  said  if  he  read 
this  Bill  aright  the  Union  Bank  had  no  claim 
at  all,  and  it  was  to  give  them  a  title  that 
this  Bill  was  sought  to  be  passed.  He  had 
probably  more  to  do  with  getting  this  land  and 
money  for  the  boy  than  any  other  person  in- 
the  colony  at  the  time.  It  was  intended  by 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Auckland  to  make 
some  provision  for  this  lad  for  his  life ;  in 
fact,  to  make  for  him  what  we  were  doing  for 
others  this  session — a  family  home — and  he 
had  carried  a  resolution  in  the  Provincial 
Counoil  with  a  preamble  reciting  that  the  land 
was  conveyed  to  him  not  so  much  on  account 
of  his  being  an  orphan,  but  because  he  had 
acted  in  the  most  heroic  manner,  and  had 
given  notice  to  other  people  which  enabled 
them  to  protect  themselves.  The  province 
voted  £250  in  cash  to  buy  a  farm  for  him. 
The  following  was  what  transpired  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  at  the  time — Wednesday,  27th 
February,  1869  :— 

"  Reward  to  Charles  James  " — this  was  what 
he  was  called  in  the  reports  that  came  to 
Auokland.  —  "Mr.  Webster  moved,  and  the 
question  was  proposed,  That  a  respectful  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  Honour  the  Super- 
intendent, requesting  him  to  place  on  the 
additional  estimates  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds, 
to  supplement  the  public  subscriptions  for  the* 
reward  of  the  boy  James  for  his  noble  con- 
duct on  the  occasion  of  the  late  Poverty  Bay 
massacre. 

41  Dr.  Nicholson  moved,  as  an  amendment* 
To  leave  out  the  words  between  the  word 
4  him '  and  the  word  '  to/  in  order  to  insert 
the  words  '  to  give  a  substantial  recognition  * 
instead. 
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14  And  the  question  being  put,  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  pari:  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  passed  in  the  negative. 

11  Mr.  Swan  son  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
After  the  word  'him/  to  insert  the  words  'to 
place  on  the  additional  estimates  the  sum  of 
£250  for  a  reward.' 

"  And  the  question  being  put,  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so  inserted,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

"Mr.  Swanson  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
'To  add  at  the  end  of  the  question,  as  amended, 
the  words,  *  Such  sum  of  money  to  be  held  in 
trust  by  the  Provincial  Government  for  the 
purchase  of  land  within  this  province  for  the 
said  boy.1 

"  And  the  question  being  put,  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so  added,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

11  Then  the  main  question,  so  amended,  being 
put,  resolved,  That  a  respectful  address  be 
presented  to  his  Honour  the  Superintendent, 
requesting  him  to  place  on  the  additional  esti- 
mates the  sum  of  £250  for  a  reward  to  the  boy 
.James  for  his  noble  conduct  on  the  occasion  of 
the  late  Poverty  Bay  massacre.  The  said  sum 
to  be  held  in  trust  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment for  the  purchase  of  land  within  the  pro- 
vince for  the  said  boy.   (Address  No.  31.) " 

The  £250  appeared  on  the  additional  esti- 
mates as  follows:  "Vote  to  purchase  land  in 
trust  for  Charles  James,  a  minor,  in  reward 
for  his  bravery  at  the  Poverty  Bay  massacre, 
£250."  A  good  many  members  of  the  Provin- 
cial Council  were  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  they  raised  this  matter  in 
Wellington,  and  the  House,  in  its  wisdom,  did 
what  the  Act  stated.  The  intention  was  to 
make  a  permanent  provision  for  this  lad. 
Now,  he  would  be  quite  willing  to  agree  to  the 
sale  of  this  land,  if  the  price  was  to  be  held  in 
trust ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  was  right  of  the 
Council  to  recognise  this  mortgage.  There  was 
no  legal  power  of  registering  anything  against 
the  land  which  was  then  tied  up. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  the 
bank  at  the  time  did  not  know  of  the  existence 
•of  the  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  bank 
must  have  been  very  short  of  good  lawyers  or 
they  would  never  have  advanced  money  with- 
out knowing  what  security  they  were  getting. 
The  lawyer  who  did  this  ought  to  be  struck  off 
the  roll,  or  made  to  repay  the  money  advanced 
under  such  circumstances.  He  had  heard 
something  about  this  young  man.  The  price 
of  the  land,  if  sold,  ought  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Public  Trustee.  If  the  land  is  dis- 
posed of  unconditionally,  in  a  very  few  months 
there  would  be  precious  little  money  left  with 
Mr.  Wilson.  He  was  very  sorry  the  Act  tying 
up  the  land  should  terminate  in  1900.  If  the 
Bill  was  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee he  would  not  move  the  amendment  he 
intended,  in  the  hope  that  the  Committee  would 
bring  up  an  amendment  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  said  the 
father  of  the  boy  to  whom  this  grant  of  land 
was  made  was  a  man  he  knew  very  well,  and 
Hon.  Mr.  Sioanson 


served  under  his  command.  He  knew  some- 
thing of  this  matter :  his  father  was  killed,  and 
hi 8  mother  was  fearfully  wounded,  and  his 
own  wife  nursed  her.  Then,  Parliament  had 
so  much  feeling  for  those  who  were  massacred 
that  they  voted  him  this  100  acres  of  land, 
which,  fortunately,  became  exceedingly  valu- 
able; but  it  was  almost  of  no  value  unless  it 
was  drained  in  the  first  instance  and  brought 
into  cultivation.  To  do  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  employing  money,  and  it  was 
through  borrowing  this  money  from  the  Union 
Bank — which  ought  to  have  had  better  informa- 
tion about  the  restrictions  upon  alienation 
— that  the  petitioner  became  indebted  to  the 
bank.  The  bank  found  that  they  had  made  a 
mistake  in  accepting  a  mortgage,  and  conse- 
quently took  all  the  proceeds,  so  that  at  the 
present  time  Mr.  Wilson  got  nothing  from  the 
land,  and  he  could  not  dispose  of  it  until  1900. 
He  was  in  the  public  service,  and  had  been  re- 
trenched, and  brought  away  from  that  part  of 
the  country.  He  was  making  his  own  living  as 
a  surveyor  at  Woodville,  and  he  could  not  afford 
the  expense  of  keeping  an  agent  to  look  after 
this  property.  His  object  was  to  sell  this  land, 
and  get  land  in  that  part  of  the  country  where 
he  was  likely  for  a  number  of  years  to  obtain 
employment.  This  was  not  an  unreasonable 
request.  It  was  only  asking  Parliament  to  re- 
lax the  restrictions  for  four  years.  The  Union 
Bank  lent  the  money,  and  no  doubt  had  a  per- 
fectly equitable  claim  against  him,  whether  or 
not  they  passed  the  clause  that  was  objected  to. 
All  that  was  wanted  was  to  enable  Mr.  Wil- 
son to  sell  the  property,  to  discharge  his  debt 
upon  it,  and  get  something  out  of  the  remain- 
der. He  would  have  plenty  of  opportunities  of 
buying  land  where  he  was  and  adding  consider- 
ably to  his  income  as  a  surveyor.  It  would  be 
a  relief  to  him,  putting  out  of  sight  the  Union 
Bank  altogether,  and  recognising  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  Provin- 
cial Council  to  compensate  this  lad  for  the  loss 
of  his  father  in  this  horrible  manner— putting 
out  of  sight  everything  else,  he  thought  it  was 
a  very  reasonable  request,  and  not  at  all  a  very 
great  concession  which  the  Council  was  asked 
to  make.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  pass 
the  Bill  as  it  stood,  and  thus  enable  Mr. 
Wilson  to  get  something  out  of  the  grant,  and 
do  much  better  out  of  it  than  he  was  able  to 
do  at  the  present  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSEI  said  that  on  a 
former  occasion  he  voted  against  this  measure 
because  he  was  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances.  He  had  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  them  since,  and,  finding  that 
the  man  under  any  circumstances  would  be 
entitled  to  the  land  in  about  four  years,  he  saw 
no  reason  why  they  should  withhold  from  him 
the  opportunity  of  disposing  of  the  land  within 
that  time  for  his  own  immediate  benefit,  either 
in  paying  off  the  mortgage  or  for  the  purchase 
of  another  property.  At  present  he  was  deriv- 
ing no  income  from  it,  and  through  its  disposal 
he  might  realise  sufficient  for  his  maintenance. 
He  intended  to  support  the  measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said  he  was  in 
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the  same  position  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski. 
He  also  voted  against  the  Bill  last  session, 
believing  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  en- 
able the  Union  Bank  to  be  paid  off  really  to 
•the  injury  of  Mr.  Wilson ;  and  he  fancied  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  took  somewhat  the  same 
view,  because  he  moved  on  that  occasion  that 
the  Bill  be  read  the  second  time  that  day 
three  months.  It  must  be  recollected  that  the 
Bill  was  brought  in  during,  he  thought,  the 
last  week  of  the  session,  when  everything  was 
Tery  much  hurried,  and  it  was  impossible  for 
the  Council  to  understand  this  somewhat  com- 
plex question  at  a  glance ;  but  he  thought  they 
all  freely  admitted  they  had  made  a  mistake 
-on  that  occasion,  now  that  they  had  fuller  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  For  that  reason  he 
would  follow  the  example  of  his  honourable 
friend  and  vote  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said,  if  this 
had  merely  been  a  case  of  validating  a  mort- 
gage, he  would  not  have  been  a  party  to  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill.  But  he  thought  it 
was  a  case  of  hardship ;  and  at  the  same  time, 
notwithstanding  what  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  said, 
he  thought  the  matter  ought  to  go  before  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  so  that  the  Council 
might  have  a  full  report  from  the  Committee 
to  show  that  there  was  full  justification  for 
the  course  that  was  being  taken,  and  to  show 
that  it  could  not  be  taken  as  a  precedent, 
the  circumstances  being  peculiar.  He  was 
4$lad  that  the  Council  was  prepared  to  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time  ;  but,  as  he  had  said,  he 
thought,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  ought  to  go 
before  the  Waste  Lands  Committe,  so  as  to  get 
a  full  report. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HODSB   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  4th  September,  1895. 

•Counties  Bill —Harbours  Bill— Inebriates'  Institu- 
tions Bill— Divorce  Bill. 


Mr.   Speaker  took    the  chair  at  half-past 
.seven  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

COUNTIES  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill  be  con- 
sidered, 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  understood  the  Premier, 
in  opposing  this  motion  coming  on  the  other 
day,  did  not  do  so  either  in  opposition  to  the 
Bill  or  to  the  amendments  made  in  it  by  the 
Legislative  Council ;  and  therefore  he  would 
simply  move,  formally,  That  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  sajd  he  must  take  this 
opportunity  of  entering  his  protest  against  the 
action  of  the  Legislative  Council.  They  had 
struck  out  a  clause  which  he  had  got  in- 
serted in  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 


out  an  amalgamation  of  the  old  Road  Board 
district  and  the  Southland  County.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  Council  had  acted  most  un- 
warrantably in  striking  out  the  clause.  He 
was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know  why  they  had 
done  it,  and  must  protest  against  their  action. 

Mr.  McNAB  said  that  after  what  had  fallen 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Invercargill  he 
would  like  to  express  his  approval  of  the  action 
of  another  place  in  striking  out  the  clause  that 
had  been  inserted.  He  thought  the  clause  had 
no  right  to  be  in  the  Bill,  and  that  in  striking 
it  out  another  place  had  acted  very  wisely 
indeed. 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

HARBOURS  BILL. 

Mr.  CARNELL,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  did  not  intend  to 
occupy  the  House  very  long,  for  it  was  a  very 
small  Bill.  It  was  not  like  the  Bills  they  had 
had  before  them  for  the  last  three  or  four  days, 
for  it  was  simply  one  of  three  clauses.  He  was 
one  of  those  who  had  been  taxed  with  being 
dumb  dogs,  and  now  he  was  going  to  bark  for  a 
short  time.  This  Bill  proposed  to  give  direct 
representation  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
upon  the  Napier  Harbour  Board.  He  thought 
that  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  ought  all  to 
have  representation  on  Harbour  Boards,  be- 
cause they  were  composed  of  men  who  were 
qualified  to  act  on  such  Boards,  and  who 
would  be  able  to  bring  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
experience  to  bear  on  all  matters  regarding 
harbour  management,  shipping,  and  trade. 
With  regard  to  the  Napier  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, he  could  say  that  the  members  were 
well  qualified  to  be  of  great  assistance  to  the 
Harbour  Board.  When  they  took  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  they  were  spending 
something  like  half  a  million  of  money  to  build 
an  artificial  harbour  at  Napier,  he  thought  it 
was  clear  that  they  should  have  all  the  best  and 
most  able  men  they  could  upon  the  Board — men 
of  knowledge  and  experience.  He  could  say 
that  many  of  the  members  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commeroe  at  Napier  were  large  shippers,  and 
consequently  they  ought  to  be  represented  on 
the  Board.  There  were  only  three  clauses  in 
the  Bill,  and  the  Bill  did  not  alter  the  schedule 
of  the  Act  of  1878  beyond  merely  providing  that 
one  more  member  should  be  appointed  to  the 
Board,  and  that  he  should  be  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  that 
body. 

Captain  RUSSELL  regretted  that  it  should 
be  his  duty  to  oppose  the  Bill  which  had  been 
introduced  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier.  So  far  as  he  had  listened  to  him,  he 
had  really  given  no  reasons  why  it  should  be 
neoessary  to  increase  the  number  of  members 
on  the  Napier  Harbour  Board ;  and,  had  he 
prooeeded  to  show  reasons  why  the  number 
should  be  increased,  he  should  still  have  shown 
a  reason  why  the  Town  of  Napier  should  be 
more  strongly  represented  on  the  Harbour 
Board  than  it  was  at  the  present  time.  There 
were,  he  thought,  very  good  reasons  why  it 
should  not  be  so  represented.    As  the  honour- 
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able  member  for  Napier  had  told  them,  there 
was  a  large  sum  of  money  being  expended  in 
the  creation  of  an  artificial  harbour  at  Napier, 
but  he  did  not  tell  them  that  the  persons  who 
had  most  to  pay  for  the  construction  of  that 
harbour — that  was,  to  pay  interest  on  the  loan 
necessary  to  create  the  harbour — were  persons 
living  in  the  country  districts,  and  therefore  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  honourable  member 
ought  to  have  given  some  reasons  why  repre- 
sentation should  be  increased  in  that  part  of 
the  district  which  paid  the  smallest  amount 
of  rates,  rather  than  that  part  of  the  harbour 
rating  district  which  paid  the  largest  amount 
of  rates.  He  had  taken  the  trouble  to  look  over 
the  paper  laid  on  the  table  the  previous  day  by 
the  Hon.  the  Premier,  to  see  what  the  position 
was.  The  position  was  this :  Without  burden- 
ing the  House  with  an  unnecessary  number  of 
figures,  the  value  of  property  in  the  county 
liable  to  rates  was  £8,813,956,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  small  ridings  which  were 
exempted,  and  which  he  could  not  separate  in 
the  return  of  the  value  of  property  in  the 
county:  and,  in  addition  to  that,  there  were 
the  Boroughs  of  Hastings  and  Danevirke,  the 
real  value  of  the  property  in  which  he  could 
not  discover,  but  they  were  returned  as  being  of 
the  annual  rating-value  of  £85,325.  The  rating 
value  of  tbe  Borough  of  Napier  was  £81,868  : 
that  was  not  quite  two-thirds  in  excess  of  that 
of  the  two  small  boroughs  he  had  mentioned. 
One  would  imagine  that  the  Town  of  Napier 
should  not  have  representation  vastly  in  excess 
of  the  county  having  property  to  the  value  of 
£8,813,000,  and  the  Boroughs  of  Hastings  and 
Danevirke  with  a  rating -value  of  £35,325. 
Then,  also,  the  population  in  the  county  was 
20,686,  whereas  in  the  Borough  of  Napier  it 
was  only  9,061.  When  the  Napier  Loan  Em- 
powering Act  was  passed,  in  the  year  1884,  he 
found  the  population  of  the  Borough  of  Napier 
was  6,424,  and  it  bad  since  increased  only 
one  -  third ;  whereas  the  population  in  the 
counties  was  only  at  that  time  11,755,  and  it 
had  nearly  doubled  within  that  period.  Yet 
they  found  also  this :  that,  the  three  persons 
nominated  by  the  Governor,  the  Mayor,  and 
the  three  persons  selected  by  the  Borough  of 
Napier,  making  seven  in  all,  were  practically 
the  representatives  of  this  9,061  of  Napier, 
whereas  the  whole  of  the  large  country  district* 
— practically  almost  the  whole  of  the  Provin- 
cial District  of  Hawke's  Bay — only  had  five 
representatives  for  20,686  people  ;  so  that  the 
proposition  now  was  to  increase  still  further 
the  votes  on  the  Harbour  Board  by  another 
one,  making  eight  for  the  borough  as  again Bt 
the  five  in  the  country,  although  the  country 
paid  three-fourths  of  the  rates.  He  thought 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  have  put 
some  such  statement  before  the  House,  so  that 
they  might  realise  what  the  position  was,  and 
that,  whereas  the  expenditure  went  on  in  the 
Town  of  Napier,  the  interested  persons  were 
mostly  living  in  the  country.  His  own  im- 
pression was  that  they  should  not  increase  the 
representation  at  all,  as  a  Board  of  twelve  I 
was  quite  sufficient  to  manage  the  Harbour  I 
Captain  Russell 


Board,  and  that  no  increase  of  representation 
was  necessary.  He  would  therefore  mover 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day- 
six  months. 

Mr.  SEDDON  recognised  that  the  Chambers- 
of  Commerce  throughout  the  country  were  en- 
titled to  some  representation  on  these  Harbour 
Boards.  They  had  it  in  the  Wellington  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  in  the  whole  of  our  large 
commercial  centres,  and  he  thought  it  was  a 
very  wise  and  prudent  thing  that  the  Chambers- 
of  Commerce  should  have  such  a  representa- 
tion. He  did  not  see,  therefore,  why  Napier 
should  be  treated  differently.  The  representa- 
tion as  now  stated,  country  versus  town,  might 
be  somewhat  out  of  proportion,  and  the  facta 
given  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
just  moved  this  amendment  might  be  strictly 
correct  and  applicable  for  the  purpose  of  hia 
argument ;  but  there  was  no  reason  why  they 
could  not  arrange  a  matter  of  this  kind  by 
allowing  the  Bill  to  proceed,  and  amending  it 
in  Committee  in  another  direction.  He  noticed 
that  the  Mayor  of  the  town  was  a  member  by- 
virtue  of  his  office,  and  that  three  members- 
were  nominated  by  the  Government,  and  for 
his  part  he  would  have  no  objection  to  com- 
promising the  matter  by  doing  away  with  one 
of  the  three  nominated  by  the  Government  and 
allowing  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  nomi- 
nate one  in  his  place :  that  would  not  at  all 
interfere  with  the  Bill  being  read  a  second 
time.  He  did  not  think  this  was  an  unreason- 
able compromise,  and  therefore  he  would  sug- 
gest to  his  honourable  friend  that  he  might 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time.  In 
fact,  he  would  ask  members  to  vote  against  the 
amendments,  so  as  to  get  the  Bill  into  Com- 
mittee, and  he  should  be  prepared,  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  to  give  way  to  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  to  the  extent  he  had  indicated. 
He  did  not  like  to  see  the  members  representing 
Hawke's  Bay  constituencies  one  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  and  another  moving, 
that  it  be  read  that  day  six  months,  as  he 
liked  to  see  them  working  together  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  tbe  Hawke's  Bay  District.  He 
would  therefore  oppose  the  amendment,  and 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  and  in 
Committee  he  should  be  quite  prepared  to  agree 
to  carry  out  the  suggestions  he  had  just  made. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier  was  willing,  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  Premier. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  would  have  felt  inclined 
to  vote  in  the  direction  which  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  had  indicated  had  he  not  been, 
quite  sure  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
making  incorrect  statements.  He  would  not 
say  that  he  made  them  intentionally ;  but  he 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would  agree 
with  him  that  in  one  or  two  particulars  he 
was  mistaken :  firstly,  in  supposing  that  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  was  composed  altoge- 
ther of  Napier  men. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  did  not  say  bo. 

Mr.  HALL  said,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke  of  the  representation  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  on  the  Board  as  increasing  the 
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voting-power  of  the  town,  he  naturally  must 
have  meant  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
was  composed  entirely  of  town  men.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  Hall)  had  in  his  mind's  eye  a  consider- 
able number  of  the  members  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commeroe  who  were  resident  in  the  coun- 
try, and  followed  rural  occupations. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  did  not  speak  of 
the  Napier  Chamber  of  Commerce  either  way. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  honourable  gentleman 

Soke  of  the  representation  of  Napier  whilst 
e  country  districts  were  being  left  out,  and 
the  inferenoe  was  that  he  intended  to  say  that 
Napier  was  getting  a  very  muoh  larger  repre- 
sentation in  proportion  to  its  rateable  value, 
and  also  to  its  population,  as  compared  with 
other  districts.  The  honourable  gentleman 
mentioned  Danevirke ;  but  would  the  honour- 
able gentleman  be  surprised  to  know  that 
Danevirke  was  not  within  the  rateable  area? 
Surely  he  must  have  known  that  the  whole  of 
that  distriot  was  outside  the  rateable  area. 
Why  did  the  honourable  gentleman  mention 
Danevirke  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  believed  it  was 
in  the  Ruataniwha  Road  District. 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  a  riding  in  the 
Waipawa  County,  thirty  miles  away  from  the 
district,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  must 
admit  that  he  was  mistaken  in  regard  to  Dane- 
virke. In  regard  to  the  Bill,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay  was  inolined 
to  give  way  on  this  point,  he  did  not  propose 
to  discuss  the  principle,  which,  however,  he 
thought  was  a  perfectly  right  one ;  but,  if  the 
Bill  was  allowed  to  go  into  Committee,  he 
thought  honourable  gentlemen  would  see  that 
the  contention  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  that  Danevirke  and  other  bush 
districts  had  not  been  fairly  represented,  was 
altogether  wrong. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  would  like  to  ask  the 
Premier  whether  he  intended  to  move  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  him.  He  (Mr.  Mitchel- 
son)  had  intended  to  move  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  the  Premier,  because  he  thought 
the  Government  was  over-represented  on  the 
Harbour  Boards  in  the  colony.  It  was  quite 
true  that,  if  the  Chamber  of  Commeroe  were 
represented,  the  Chairman  would  naturally 
have  a  seat  on  the  Board,  and  he  thought 
Napier  should,  like  all  other  towns  and  cities, 
have  a"  say  "  in  such  representation.  He  quite 
agreed  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  was  invariably  a  town  representa- 
tive and  not  a  country  representative,  and  he 
certainly  would  have  voted  for  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  had  not  the  Premier  made  the  suggestion 
he  had  just  made;  and,  if  the  Premier  would 
give  an  assurance  to  the  House  that  he  in- 
tended to  move  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
him,  he  would  suggest  that  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  should 
withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  made  the  sugges- 
tion, and  had  asked  that  the  Bill  should  be 
allowed  to  go  into  Committee,  and  he  would 
then  take  steps  to  give  effect  to  his  suggestion. 

VOL.  XC.-*. 


Captain  RUSSELL  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
his  amendment. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CARNELL  said  he  would  like  to  make 
one  or  two  remarks  in  answer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay. 
He  was  bringing  forward  this  Bill  so  that 
the  members  of  the  Chambers  of  Commeroe 
should  have  direct  representation.  He  would 
like  also  to  point  out  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber that  the  oountry  members  did  not  turn  up 
as  a  rule  to  the  meetings  of  the  Board.  It  was 
the  town  members  that  did  all  the  work.  It 
was  the  same  on  the  Charitable  Aid  Boards  and 
other  Boards. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

INEBRIATES  INSTITUTIONS  BILL. 

IK  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4.— Appointment  of  Superintendent 
and  officers  by  Governor  in  Council. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  Governor  in  Council,"  with  the  view  of  in- 
serting "  Charitable  Aid  Board." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  35. 

Allen 

Joyce 

Pere 

Buddo 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Buiok 

Kelly,  W. 

Reeves 

Carnoross 

Lang 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Carnell 

Mackintosh 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Collins 

Massey 

Steward 

Earnshaw 

MoGowan 

Stout 

Graham 

McNab 

Tanner 

Hall- Jones 

Mitch  el  bo  n 

Wilson. 

Heke 

Newman 

Tellers. 

Houston 

O'Regan 

Flatman 

Hutchison, 

W.  Parata 

Noes,  21. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Button 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Carroll 

Maslin 

Ward 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  J. 

Willis 

Dunoan 

McKenzie,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Duthie 

McLaohlan 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Montgomery 

Meredith 

Harris 

Morrison 

Mills. 

Hogg 

Pair. 

For. 

Against. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Larnach. 

Majority  for,  14. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Clause  9.— Compulsory  committal. 

Mr.  COLLINS  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
following  proviso :  "  Provided  that  any  person 
making  a  false  declaration  under  sections  seven 
and  nine  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-five  pounds,  or  six  months'  imprison- 
ment." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  proviso  be  added  to  the  clause." 

Ayes,  80. 
Allen  Crowther  Flatman 

Carnell  Duncan  Graham 

Carroll  Duthie  Hall 
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Harris 
Hogg 

Hutchison,  W. 
Joyoe 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
Massey 
McLaohlan 


Mills 

Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

O'Regan 

Pinkerton 

Pirani 


Smith,  E.  M. 
Steward 
Thompson,  T. 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Collins 


Russell,  W.  R.  Lawry. 


Noes,  16. 
Buddo  Maslin  Stout 

Buick  McNab  Tanner. 

Button  Millar 

Earnshaw         Newman  Tellers. 

Hall  Jones         Russell,  G.W.  Meredith 
Kelly,  J.  \V.      Smith,  G.  J.      Willis. 
Majority  for,  14. 

Proviso  added. 

Clause  13.  —  Superintendent  may  take  col- 
lateral security  for  maintenance  and  treat- 
ment of  inebriate. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  86. 

Allen 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Pinkerton 

Buddo 

Mackintosh 

Reeves 

Buick 

Maslin 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Carnell 

Massey 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Collins 

McNab 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Earnshaw 

Meredith 

Stout 

Flatman 

Millar 

Stevens 

Graham 

Mills 

Steward 

Hall-Jones 

Mitchelson 

Tanner. 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Heke 

Newman 

Duncan 

Hutchison,  W 

O'Regan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Joyce 

Noes,  9. 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  R. 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

McLachlan 

Lawry 

Hall 

Willis. 

Thompson,  T. 

Hogg 

Majority  for,  27. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  16. — Penalty  on  patient  misconduct- 
ing himself. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing words :  "or,  at  the  discretion  of  the  con- 
victing Magistrate,  to  be  detained  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  one  fortnight  in  the  Institution 
after  the  expiration  of  the  original  term  of  his 
detention,  for  the  same  purposes  and  on  the 
same  conditions  as  those  on  which  he  was 
originally  detained." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  24. 


Allen 

Joyce 

Smith,  G.  J 

Carnell 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Steward 

Flatman 

Mackintosh 

Stout 

Green 

Maslin 

Tanner 

Hall 

McNab 

Wilson. 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Heke 

Russell,  W.  R 

Harris 

Hogg 

Saunders 

Mills. 

Hutchison,  W 

Noes,  24. 


Buddo 

Buiok 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Graham 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that,  as  there  was  a 
tie,  it  became  his  duty  to  give  his  casting-vote, 
which  he  did  in  favour  of  the  "  Ayes.*' 

Words  retained. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
11  That  the  clause  be  a  olausa  of  the  Bill.*' 


Kelly,  J.  W. 

Lang 

Lawry 

McKenzie,  R. 

McLachlan 

Montgomery 

Newman 

Pinkerton 


Russell,  G.  W. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
StevenB 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Millar 
O'Regan. 


Buddo 

Button 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Flatman 

Graham 

Green 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Heke 


Ayes,  85. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 
Newman 
O'Regan 
Pinkerton 


Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Saunders 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Steward 
Stout 
Tanner 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Hogg 
Montgomery. 


Noes,  15. 

Lang  Thompson,  T. 

Lawry  Willis. 
McLaohlan  Tellers. 

Smith,  E.M.  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Stevens  McKenzie,  R. 


Allen 

Buick 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Majority  for,  20. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIS  moved,  That  progress    be 
reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Duncan 
Duthie 
McKenzie,  R. 

Allen 

Buddo 

Buick 

Button 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Green 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Heke 

Hutohison,  G. 


Ayes,  8. 
McLachlan  Tellers. 

Russell,  W.  R.  Crowther 
Steward.  Willis. 

Noes,  40. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 

Mitchelson 
Montgomery 


Newman 

O'Regan 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Saunders 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stevens 

Stout 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Graham 
Pinkerton. 


Majority  against,  82. 
Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 
Clause  18. — To  whom  license  not  to  be  given. 
The    Committee   divided   on  the  question, 
'  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
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Baddo 
Brick 

Cornell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Hall -Jones 

Kelly,  W. 
McKenzie,  J. 


Ayes,  24. 
Harris 
Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mas8ey 
McNab 
Meredith 
O'Regan 

Noes,  6. 

McKonzie,  R. 
McLachlan. 


Reeves 
Smith,  Q.  J. 
Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Stout. 


Tellers. 
Millar 
Mills. 


Majority  for,  18. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  19. — Power  of  Colonial  Secretary  to 
transfer  lioense. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  the  Chair- 
man do  leave  the  chair. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  12. 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

McLachlan 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Millar 

Lawry 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Mills. 

McGowan 

Noes,  32. 

Allen 

Hutchison,  W. 

0*  Regan 

Buddo 

Joyce 

Pinkerton 

Carnell 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  G.  W 

Carroll 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

Lang 

Stout 

Earnshaw 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Tanner 

Flatman 

Massey 
McNab 

Willis 

Green 

Wilson. 

Hall 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 

Buick 

Heke 

Newman 

Harris. 

Majority  against,  20. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved,  That  all  the  words 
;aiter  the  first  word  "  If "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause.1' 

Ayes,  24. 

Allen  Hutchison,  W.  Russell,  G.  W. 

Buddo  Joyce  Smith,  G.  J. 

Buick  Kelly,  J.  W.  Steward 

Carnell  Lang  Stout 

Collins  Massey  Tanner. 

Flatman  McNab  Tellers. 

-Green  Montgomery  Earnshaw 

Hall-Jones  Reeves  Mackenzie,  T. 
Harris 


•Crowther 
McKenzie,  R. 
MoLachlan 
Meredith 
Millar 


Noes,  12. 
Newman 
O'Regan 
Pinkerton 


Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Lawry 


Russell,  W.  R.  Mills. 


Majority  for,  12. 
Words  retained. 
Progress  reported. 


DIVORCE  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  8. — Divorce,  in  what  cases. 

Mr.  REEVES  moved,  That  the  words  "  for 
one  year  "  be  inserted  after  the  words  **  domi- 
ciled in  New  Zealand." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buddo 

Buick 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Harris 

Duncan 

Green 

Hall-Jones 

Hutchison,  W. 

Joyoe 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 


Ayes,  21. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lawry 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 
Reeves 

Noes,  18. 
McKenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McGuire 
Newman 
O'Regan 
Pinkerton 

Pair. 


Seddon 
Steward 
Stout 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Montgomery. 


Russell,  G.  W. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Crowther 
Flatman. 


For.  Against. 

Maslin.  Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  3. 
Words  inserted. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  moved,  That  the  words 
14  on  one  or  more  of  the  grounds  in  this  seotion 
mentioned  "  be  struok  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Buddo 

Buick 

C  adman 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Green 

Harris 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Lawry 


Crowther 
Flatman 
Lang 
Mills 


For. 
Maslin. 


Ayes,  81. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Montgomery 
Newman 
Pinkerton 

Noes,  9. 
O'Regan 
Reeves 
Seddon. 

Pair. 


Russell,  G.  W. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Stout 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Carnell 
Collins. 


Tellers. 
Hall-Jones 
Joyce. 


Against. 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  22. 

Words  retained. 

Subsection  (2).— Desertion  for  four  years  or 
upwards  a  ground  for  divorce. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  word 
11  four  "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 
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w. 


Ayes,  28. 

Buddo  Harris 

Buiok  Hogg 

Cadman  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Garnell  Lawry 

Collins  Massey 

Earnshaw  McKenzie,  R. 

Fraser  McLachlan 

Hall  Mills 

Noes,  17. 

Allen  Lang 

Crowther  Mackenzie,  T. 

Flatman  McNab 

Green  Meredith 

Hall-Jones  Millar 

Joyce  Newman 

Paib. 
For. 
Maslin. 

Majority  for,  6. 

Word  retained. 

Major  STEWARD  moved,  That  the  following 
be  added  as  a  new  subsection : — 

"On  the  ground  that  the  respondent  has 
been  oonvicted  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
or  penal  servitude  for  attempting  to  take  the 
life  of  the  petitioner." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Parata 
Pinkerton 
Russell,  G. 
Stout 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  T. 

O'Regan 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Tellers. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Steward. 


Against. 
Te  Ao. 


Buddo 

Cadman 

Carnell 

.Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Green 

HaU 

Harris 

Allen 

Buiok 

Collins 

Flatman 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  27. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McKenzie,  R. 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 


Newman 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
McLachlan 
Steward. 


Noes,  12. 

Hogg  Tanner. 
Joyce  Tellers. 

O'Regan  Hutchison,  W. 

Smith,  G.  J.  McNab. 


For. 
Maslin. 


Paib. 


Against. 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  15. 
Subsection  added. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  progress 
be  reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buiok 

Collins 

Crowther 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hutchison,  W. 

Joyce 


Ayes,  28. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Massey 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 
O'Regan 


Parata 
Pinkerton 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout. 

Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Newman. 


Buddo 

Cadman 

Garnell 

Earnshaw 

Green 


Noes,  14. 
Hall 
Hogg 
Lawry 
McGowan 
Steward 


Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Duncan 
Stevens. 


Paib. 
For.  Against.  ' 

Te  Ao.  Maslin. 

Majority  for,  14. 
Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutest 
to  two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  5th  September,  1895. 

Family  Homes  Protection  Bill— Dtmedin  Loans  Con- 
solidation Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Prayers. 

FAMILY  HOMES  PROTECTION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  brought  up  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  Conference  on  this  Bill : — 

"  The  Managers  appointed  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  to  conduct  the  Conference  upon 
the  Family  Homes  Protection  Bill  have  the 
honour  to  report  that  they  have  met  the  Man- 
agers appointed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  that  they  have  agreed  as  follows — 
namely : — 

"  As  to  clause  17a  :  The  clause  is  retained. 

"  As  to  clause  17b  :  The  clause  is  retained* 
with  these  amendments :  In  subsection  (1),  line 
(2),  erase  *  The  Fencing  Act,  1881,'  and  insert 
1  any  Act  for  the  time  being  in  force ' ;  erase 
subsection  (4),  and  lines  15, 10,  and  17,  and  add 
these  words  to  the  clause :  '  Provided  that  no 
sale  of  such  family  home  shall  take  place  un- 
less and  until  execution  against  the  goods  and 
otber  lands  of  the  person  primarily  liable  shall 
have  been  returned  unsatisfied.' 

"  As  to  clause  28 :  The  clause  is  struck  out 
and  the  new  clause  29  substituted  therefor. 

"The  House  accepts  the  other  amend- 
ments." 

Report  agreed  to. 

DUNEDIN  LOANS  CONSOLIDATION 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART,  in> 
moving,  TJiat  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second 
time,  said  a  Bill  was  passed  by  the  Legislature 
last  session  giving  power  to  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  Dunedin  to  consolidate  certain  of 
its  loans.  Some  of  these  loans  had  been  con- 
verted ;  but  the  Corporation,  after  very  exhaus- 
tive inquiry,  decided  to  ask  for  leave  to  convert 
the  whole  of  those  loans,  as  by  that  means  a 
very  considerable  saving  would  be  effected  to 
the  city  revenues.  The  present  Bill  was  to 
authorise  the  City  Corporation  to  convert  the 
whole  of  the  loans  mentioned  in  the  schedule 
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upon  certain  terms ;  and  the  necessary  provi- 
sions were  set  forth.  The  Bill  had  been  oare- 
fully  considered  before  Local  Bills  Committee 
A,  and  certain  amendments  were  recommended 
by  that  Committee,  which  would,  no  doubt,  be 
agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  wished  to  know  how 
much  his  honourable  friend  calculated  this  was 
going  to  save.  From  the  amount  of  debentures 
they  were  going  to  issue,  the  increase  would  in- 
crease the  total  indebtedness  by  a  large  sum. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  believed 
it  would  mean  a  saving  of  about  £11,000  on  the 
annual  interest  paid  by  the  Corporation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  did  not  want  to 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  BUI,  but  he 
would  like  his  honourable  friend  to  put  the 
•committal  down  for  the  following  Tuesday,  so 
that  members  might  have  time  to  look  into  it. 
With  all  the  important  business  there  had  been 
to  attend  to  lately,  one  had  not  had  sufficient 
time  to  give  this  matter  the  attention  it  re- 
quired. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  had  no 
objection  to  setting  the  committal  of  the  Bill 
<down  for  Tuesday. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPEESENTATIVE8. 

Thursday,  5th  September,  1895. 

Family  Homes  Protection  Bill— Sir  George  Grey- 
Wednesday  Sittings— Industrial  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Bill— Sale  of  Goods  Bill  — Corrupt 
Practices  Prevention  Bill— Unclaimed  Moneys 
Bill.  

Mr.   Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 
Praters. 

FAMILY  HOMES  PROTECTION  BILL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  read  the  following  report  of 
the  Conference  on  this  Bill : — 

"  The  Managers  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  conduct  a  Conference  upon 
the  Family  Homes  Protection  Bill  have  the 
honour  to  report  that  they  have  met  the 
Managers  appointed  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  that  they  have  agreed  as  follows : — 

"  As  to  clause  17a  :  The  clause  is  retained. 

"  As  to  clause  17b  :  The  clause  is  retained, 
with  these  amendments :  In  subsection  (1),  erase 
•  The  Fencing  Act,  1881,'  and  insert  *  any  Act 
for  the  time  being  in  force ' ;  erase  subsection  (4), 
«nd  add  these  words  to  the  clause : '  Provided 
that  no  sale  of  such  family  home  shall  take 
place  unless  and  until  execution  against  the 
goods  and  other  lands  of  the  person  primarily 
liable  shall  have  been  returned  unsatisfied/ 

"  As  to  clause  28 :  The  clause  is  struck  out, 
and  the  new  clause  29  substituted  therefor. 

"The  Houbo  accepts  the  other  amend- 
ments." 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  the  report 
fee  agreed  to.    The  Upper  House  had  amended 


the  Bill  by  making  the  family  home  respon- 
sible for  looal  rates  and  fencing.  The  Man- 
agers for  the  House  had  accepted  that,  with 
the  proviso  that  any  person  suing  for  fenoing 
or  local  rates,  and  so  forth,  must  exhaust  every 
other  means  the  owner  might  have  before  the 
home  could  be  touohed.  And,  with  regard  to 
section  28,  which  provided  that  in  the  event  of 
a  family  leaving  the  colony  the  Publio  Trustee 
stepped  in,  under  the  present  arrangement  the 
Deed  of  Settlements  Act  took  the  place  of  that. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SIR  GEORGE  GREY. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  it  is  with  pleasure, 
somewhat  mingled  with  regret,  that  I  rise  to 
propose  the  resolution  of  which  I  have  given 
notice.  I  am  sure  that  every  member  of  this 
House  regrets  the  retirement  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Sir  George  Grey  from  active  political  life.  I 
had  thought  that  he  might  have  kept  in  active 
touch  with  our  political  life  until  his  end  should 
come.  It  has  been  otherwise  ordained,  and  I 
will  not  therefore  refer  at  this  time  to  what  in 
my  opinion  led  to  the  cause  of  his  retirement. 
But  the  historian  when  describing  our  pro- 
gress and  the  lives  of  our  colonists  will  place 
Sir  George  Grey  in  the  foremost  position  or  any 
man  who  has  ever  been  in  New  Zealand.  In 
fact,  his  career  is  one  that  might  and  should 
be  looked  up  to  by  every  one  of  the  English- 
speaking  race.  We  first  hear  of  him  in  his 
early  youth  almost,  employed  in  the  exploring 
expedition  in  the  north-west  of  Australia,  the 
objeot  being  to  survey  the  country  between  the 
Swan  River  and  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria.  This 
is,  even  now,  with  the  present  advantages,  as 
compared  with  those  which  obtained  in  those 
days,  looked  upon  as  a  most  remarkable  piece 
of  work,  unsurpassed  even  in  modern  times. 
What  he  and  that  brave  party  endured  during 
that  exploration  has  been  written  by  those 
better  able  to  deal  with  it  than  myself.  I 
shall  not  trace  his  story  through  that  explora- 
tion further  than  to  say  that  he  was  severely 
wounded  by  three  spear-wounds  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  that  that  caused  the  abandonment 
for  the  time  being  of  further  exploration.  He 
received  the  thanks  of  his  country,  and  Aus- 
tralasia is  indebted  to  him  for  the  great  work 
which  he  accomplished.  He  was  appointed 
Governor  of  New  Zealand  in  1845 — the  year 
that  I  was  born.  When  one  looks  back  and 
contrasts  the  position  and  oondition  of  things 
then  and  now,  and  pictures  to  oneself  the 
rapid  strides  that  have  taken  place,  and  the 
advancement  and  betterment  of  the  condition 
of  the  people,  it  is  a  pleasing  feature  to  kuow 
that  he  is  alive  and  well,  and  it  will  be  grati- 
fying to  him  to  know  that  he  stands  much 
higher  in  the  opinions  of  our  people  than  I 
believe  he  ever  did  during  the  whole  course  of 
his  career  as  Governor  or  as  statesman;  and 
for  this  reason :  that  many  things  that  he  pro- 
posed— and  which  were  at  that  time  considered 
far  in  advance,  and  which  were  far  in  advance, 
of  the  views  held  by  the  people — measures  that 
he  then  propounded  and  steadfastly  adhered  to 
up  to  the  present  time,  have  found  their  justi* 
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fication  and  general  adherence.  I  say  events 
have  proved  that  he  was  far-seeing,  and  that 
what  he  proposed  was  in  the  interests  and  for 
the  benefit  of  his  fellow-men.  We  are  deeply 
indebted  to  him,  for  in  1848  the  order  was 
issued  under  an  ordinance  for  the  establishment 
of  Provincial  Councils.  The  Royal  approval 
was  given  in  1849.  We  know  how  he  fought  for 
the  retention  of  those  institutions.  There  are 
those  in  this  House  who  fought  with  him  for 
the  retention  of  the  privileges  of  the  people,  and 
I  think  it  will  now  be  agreed  that  a  mistake 
was  made  in  the  drastic  change  which  took 
place  when  the  provincial  system  was  entirely 
taken  away.  On  the  17th  January,  1853,  the 
constitution  of  the  provinces  was  proclaimed, 
defining  the  limits,  and  these  limits  were  left  to 
his  discretion.  I  say  that  discretion  was  exer- 
cised prudently,  with  forethought  and  great 
wisdom,  and  proved  beneficial  to  all  concerned. 
In  1849  he  prevailed  upon  the  Home  Govern- 
ment not  to  deport  convicts  to  New  Zealand. 
I  think  we  have  in  that  fact  a  great  deal  to  be 
o  0  thankful  for.  It  is  to-day,  Sir,  com- 
'  pared  with  several  of  the  other  colonies 
that  New  Zealand  shows  to  advantage.  It  is 
a  reproach  that  cannot  be  cast  upon  New  Zea- 
land, and,  Sir,  we  have  to  thank  Sir  George 
Grey  for  New  Zealand  having  escaped  from 
having  the  convicts  of  the  Mother-country  sent 
to  our  colony.  In  December,  1853,  he  left  this 
colony,  and  was  appointed  Governor  of  the 
Cape.  Well,  Sir,  any  one  who  has  read  the 
Press  of  that  colony  recently  will  have  read  of 
the  deep  respect,  veneration,  and  love  in  which 
he  is  held  by  the  people  of  Cape  Colony.  One 
of  the  brightest  spots  in  his  brilliant  career 
occurred  at  the  inception  of  the  Indian  Mutiny, 
for  it  has  been  proved  very  conclusively,  in  re- 
spect to  the  dangerous  position  in  which  our 
people  in  India  were  placed,  that  it  was  directly 
at  his  instigation  that  the  destination  of  cer- 
tain troops  was  changed,  and  they  were  sent  to 
India ;  and  the  Empire,  and  every  soul  within 
its  limits,  have  every  reason  to  be  thankful  for 
the  boldness  with  which  Sir  George  Grey  took 
that  step,  and  for  the  benefits  derived  there- 
from. He  returned  to  New  Zealand  in  1861, 
and  remained  here  until  August,  1867,  when 
he  was  recalled.  That  was  a  most  painful  epi- 
sode. Time  has  proved  that  his  recall  was  a 
wrong  to  him.  There  was  no  justification  for  it, 
and  I  hope  that  in  passing  this  resolution  this 
,  House  will  approve  of  the  course  that  was  then 
taken  in  this  colony.  It  may  be  necessary,  and 
if  honourable  members  will  bear  with  me  I  will 
quote  from  the  •'  Dictionary  of  Australasian 
Biography."  This,  Sir,  is  what  took  place  in 
respect  to  this  matter : — 

"  On  the  27th  August,  1867,  he  was  recalled ; 
and  Parliament  immediately  adjourned  as  a 
mark  of  respect  for  the  Governor  and  regret  at 
his  recall.  On  the  6th  September  an  address 
from  the  Houses  was  presented  to  him,  in 
which  the  hope  was  expressed  that  the  Queen 
would  reward  him  for  his  services  by  some 
signal  mark  of  honour.  On  the  16th  Septem- 
ber the  Ministry  drew  up  a  formal  protest 
Against  the  treatment  to  which  Sir  George 
Mr.  Seddon 


Grey  had  been  subjected,  and,  regretting  the 
discourteous  recall  of  the  Governor,  expressed 
their  sympathy  with  him.  In  reply  to  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham's  comments  on  this  docu- 
ment, Sir  George  Grey  wrote :  •  I  request  your 
Graoe  to  be  pleased  to  state  to  the  Queen  that 
I  present  my  duty  to  Her  Majesty,  and,  in  re- 
ceiving this  notification  of  my  Sovereign's  plea- 
sure, I  beg  to  be  permitted  humbly  to  repre- 
sent to  Her  Majesty  that  in  the  year  1845,  a> 
rebellion  prevailing  in  New  Zealand,  I  was,  by 
Her  Majesty's  oommands,  especially  sent  to 
this  country,  and  that  when  I  relinquished  the 
post  in  the  year  1854  it  was  my  happiness  to 
leave  it  in  a  state  of  tranquillity  and  prosperity ; 
that  in  the  year  1861,  a  rebellion  having  again 
broken  out  in  New  Zealand,  I  was  once  more 
especially  sent  here ;  and  that  it  is  again  my 
happiness,  upon  being  removed,  by  your  Grace's 
advice,  from  this  Government,  to  leave  New 
Zealand  in  a  state  of  tranquillity  and  returning 
prosperity;  and  that  I  humbly  represent  to 
Her  Majesty  that  I  desire  to  claim  no  merit 
for  these  circumstances,  but  rather  to  attribute 
them  to  the  blessing  of  Divine  providence,  and 
to  the  abilities  and  exertions  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  who  have  advised  me  and  aided  me  in 
my  duties ;  and,  further,  that  I  humbly  trust 
that  the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  New  Zealand,  amongst  whom 
I  have  laboured  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  will 
satisfy  Her  Majesty  that  I  have  done  my  utmost 
to  promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Her  Majesty's  pos- 
sessions.' " 

Sir,  there  is  no  doubt  Sir  George  Grey  felt 
that  very  keenly  indeed,  and  I  feel  sure  that 
every  one  in  New  Zealand — every  member  of 
this  House— must  have  been  very  much  pleased 
indeed  when  only  a  few  months  ago  tardy  jus- 
tice was  done  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  conferring  upon  him  the  title  of  "Right 
Honourable."  I  had  hoped  that  a  greater 
distinction  than  that  might  be  conferred  upon 
him,  and,  indeed,  I  am  sure  he  was  entitled 
to  the  highest  honour  conferable.  It  would 
have  been  greatly  appreciated  by  all.  But, 
though  late,  this  tardy  recognition  of  the 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  George  Grey  at  the  hands  of 
the  Imperial  authorities  is  appreciated  by  all 
I  am  addressing  in  this  House  and  by  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.  Sir,  in  1870  Sir 
George  Grey  returned  to  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand,  and  we  find  that  he  was  elected  as 
Superintendent  of  Auckland,  and  also  as  a 
member  of  this  House.  In  1874  he  was  re- 
turned as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Here,  again,  we  have  one  who  had 
held  the  highest  position  in  the  power  of  Her 
Majesty  to  confer  returning  to  this  colony  and 
taking  the  head  of  the  Province  of  Auckland — 
the  head  of  one  of  those  districts  which  he  had 
promoted,  and  the  boundaries  of  which  he  had 
fixed ;  and  we  know  with  what  ability  he  per- 
formed the  work  as  Superintendent,  and  how 
much  the  Auckland  Provincial  District  is  in- 
debted to  him  for  what  was  done  during  that 
period.  We  then  had  the  verdict  of  the  people 
through  his  being  elected  as  a  member  of  this 
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House,  throwing  himself  upon  the  people, 
obtaining  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
coming  to  this  House  as  one  of  its  members. 
It  was  only  to  be  expected  he  would  not  be 
long  here  as  a  member  of  the  House  before  he 
would  hold  one  of  the  foremost  positions.  I 
need  scarcely  go  through  the  struggle  that  took 
place  on  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  the 
provinces  in  1875  and  1876.  In  1877  he  be- 
came  Premier  of  the  colony,  and  his  elevation 
to  that  position  gave  hope  to  the  people.  There 
may  be  differences  of  opinion  as  regards  the 
good  work  done,  in  my  opinion,  during  the 
time  Sir  George  Grey  was  Premier  of  New 
Zealand;  but  we  do  know  this:  that  at  that 
time  what  was  then  termed  advanced  social- 
ism, what  was  looked  upon  as  radicalism,  what 
was  considered  altogether  as  being  against  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  had  his  advo- 
cacy and  support.  Yet,  Sir,  he  persevered ; 
and  we  find  that  now  to-day  measures  are 
on  the  statute-book  that  were  first  pro- 
pounded by  him  and  supported  by  his  col- 
leagues— the  present  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  was  one  of  his  colleagues. 
We  had  then  the  land-tax  propounded,  man- 
hood suffrage,  •«  one  man  one  vote,"  triennial 
Parliaments :  in  fact,  I  may  say  that  the  his- 
tory of  the  Liberal  and  Democratic  party  in 
New  Zealand  commences  from  that  time,  when 
its  policy  was  formed  and  shaped  during  the 
years  I  refer  to  under  the  leadership  of  Sir 
George  Grey.  In  1879  he  resigned  the  Pre- 
miership. What  led  to  this  I  will  not  on  this 
occasion  refer  to.  He,  however,  as  a  private 
member  battled  for  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  manhood  suf- 
frage and  Triennial  Parliaments  accomplished 
facts.  In  1890,  owing  to  ill-health,  he  retired. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  was  again 
elected  in  1891,  and  from  that  time  until  he 
cabled  his  resignation  from  England  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Sir,  it  has  been  suggested  that  he 
should  still  be  kept  in  active  touch  with  our 
political  life,  by  offering  him  a  position  in  the 
Legislative  Council.  I  do  not  think  such  a 
position  would  be  pleasing  to  him  if  he  would 
accept  it.  Nothing  would  give  the  Govern- 
ment greater  pleasure  than  to  recommend  him 
for  appointment.  I  read  with  very  great 
pleasure  only  the  other  day  that  it  was  likely 
he  would  again  visit  our  colony.  I  hope  that 
that  may  prove  to  be  correct.  I  am  sure  I  am 
echoing  the  wish  of  members  of  this  House 
and  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  that  he 
should  oome  back  to  us,  that  he  should  remain 
with  us,  and  that,  when  the  time  comes  for 
him  to  depart  to  that  bourne  from  whence  no 
one  returns,  his  mortal  remains  may  rest  here 
with  the  people  who  love  him  so  muoh  in  New 
Zealand.  Of  course,  there  will  probably  be 
differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to  Sir  George 
Grey  as  a  statesman,  as  Premier,  and  as  a 
member  of  this  House.  There  may  be  differ- 
ences of  opinion  upon  those  points ;  but  as  an 
explorer,  as  Governor,  as  a  man  of  letters,  as 
%  private  citizen,  there  can  be  no  differences 
whatever.      On   the   contrary,   there   is   one  I 


opinion  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
New  Zealand,  and  that  is  that  he  is  our 
greatest  man.  He  has  proved  himself  a  lover 
and  ohampion  of  the  people.  The  Auokland 
people  particularly  are  greatly  indebted  to  him 
for  the  very  valuable  presents  whioh  for  all 
time  be  has  given  for  the  benefit  of  that  part  of 
the  oolony.  That  he  loves  New  Zealand  and 
its  people  is  beyond  doubt ;  and  I  am  sure  that 
this  House,  by  passing  the  resolution  now  be- 
fore it,  will  simply  be  doing  that  which  will 
be  appreciated  by  every  one  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  our  land.  Speaking  of 
the  honourable  gentlemen  personally,  I  can  say 
this  :  that  I  always  looked  up  to  him  as  my  first 
leader  in  politics  in  this  country.  I  looked  up 
to  him  with  respect  and  confidence,  and  I  have 
never  had  that  confidence  shaken.  Though 
in  some  matters,  probably,  he  was  misunder- 
stood, and  in  other  matters  there  may  have  been 
doubts,  yet  those  doubts  have  arisen  owing  to 
those  who  doubted  not  well  understanding  or 
seeing  the  same  length  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  whom  I  refer ;  but  I  do  say  there 
can  be  no  two  opinions  that  all  that  has  been 
done  by  him  has  been  done  from  the  highest 
and  purest  motives,  and  with  a  view  of  helping 
his  fellow-men,  and  of  bettering  their  con- 
ditions in  the  truest  and  fullest  sense  of  the 
word.  Sir,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in 
moving  this  resolution. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  I  wish  to  add  my. 
eulogium  to  the  tribute  of  admiration  which 
has  been  pronounced  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
on  the  late  member  for  Auckland  City,  the 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  George  Grey.  In  the  annals 
of  New  Zealand  his  will  be,  indeed,  a  historic 
name.  Born  during  the  great  Napoleonic  wars, 
and  orphaned  in  one  of  England's  most  bril- 
liant victories,  his  name  is  inseparably  linked 
with  the  autocratic  past,  and  connected  by  his 
latest  works  with  the  democratic  future.  Sir, 
his  has  been  a  life  devoted  to  the  service  of 
the  Empire,  and,  though  fame  may  not  have 
proclaimed  his  name  amongst  the  greatest  ex- 
plorers, like  those  of  the  "  dark  continent "  of 
Afrioa,  I  believe  it  may  truly  be  said  that  the 
oourage  whioh  enabled  him  to  land  on  the  un- 
known coast  of  Western  Australia,  where,  con- 
fronted by  numberless  natives,  for  months  he 
carried  his  life  in  his  hand  in  the  service  of 
Her  Majesty  and  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
Empire,  undoubtedly  will  be  held  as  one  of 
his  principal  claims  to  fame  when  his  history 
comes  to  he  written.  Sir,  his  has  been  a  very 
remarkable  life ;  it  was  cradled  in  the  days  of 
almost  absolute  monarchy,  developed  during 
the  period  of  autocratic  government  in  Eng- 
land's colonies,  and  it  is  drawing  to  its  end 
when  self-government  has  arrived  at  its  widest 
development.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man has  at  all  times,  indeed,  been  a  great 
power  in  New  Zealand.  In  every  phase  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  played  a 
distinguished  part — first  as  autocratic  ruler, 
subsequently  as  constitutional  Governor,  after 
that  as  a  Responsible  Minister,  and  finally  as 
a  Tribune  of  the  people.  In  each  of  those 
positions  he  has  commanded  our  attention, 
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and  has  enjoyed  the  admiration  of  the  people. 
No  public  man  in  the  history  of  the  Empire 
will  ever  again,  probably,  have  the  opportunity 
of  playing  so  many  and  so  varied  parts,  or  of 
playing  them  so  well .  Some  men,  no  doubt,  may 
play  one  or  another  part  with  equal  success; 
but  all,  No.  Such  opportunities  cannot  recur 
as  have  been  grasped  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  He  was  to  us,  Sir,  in  Parliament, 
a  model  of  eloquence  in  debate  and  of  courtesy 
of  demeanour.  He  set  high  example  to  the 
House  as  a  dignified  gentleman,  and  as  a 
worthy  opponent  he  will  always  be  held  in 
great  esteem  in  this  House.  Though  he  has 
oeased  to  be  a  member  of  this  House,  sincerely 
do  I  hope  he  may  not  altogether  be  separated 
from  the  Legislature  of  this  country.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  every  person  in  New 
Zealand  would  learn  with  delight  that  he 
had  been  asked  to  accept,  and  had  consented 
to  do  so,  a  seat  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  In  the  days  to  come,  when  we 
seek  a  standard  whereby  to  judge  of  excel- 
lence in  parliamentary*  debate,  we  oan  never 
have  a  better  example  than  that  which  was 
presented  to  us  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man. It  is  a  great  privilege,  and  it  is  also  a 
great  responsibility,  to  be  a  popular  hero.  The 
honourable  gentleman  whom  we  are  honouring 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  being  a  popular  hero. 
It  is  rare  in  a  young  country  to  find  popular 
.heroes  and  models,  and  therefore  it  must  be 
to  all  a  matter  of  regret  that  he  who  is  held  by 
all  of  us  to  have  been  a  popular  hero,  and  an 
exponent  of  the  will  of  the  people,  Bhould  cease 
to  work  with  us.  Most  sincerely  do  I  hope — I 
am  sure  the  whole  of  the  House  will  join  in  re- 
echoing that  hope — that  many  years  yet  may 
be  granted  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  which  he  may  enjoy  that  repose  he  has  so 
honourably  and  so  thoroughly  earned  by  a  life- 
time 6pent  in  the  service  of  the  Empire. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That 
this  House  desires,  on  the  retirement  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B.,  P.O.,  from 
his  seat  in  Parliament  as  member  for  the  City 
of  Auckland,  to  place  on  record  its  high  sense 
and  appreciation  of  the  great  services  rendered 
by  him  to  New  Zealand,  as  Governor,  in  ob- 
taining for  it  a  free  Constitution  and  conduct- 
ing its  affairs  in  times  of  great  difficulty ;  and, 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  in  promoting  bene- 
ficent legislation  and  displaying  the  deepest  in- 
terest in  everything  that  concerned  the  welfare 
of  the  colony  ;  and  that  this  House  trusts  that 
he  may  long  be  spared  to  enjoy  the  repose 
which  he  has  justly  earned  for  his  services  to 
his  country." — (Hon.  Mr.  Seddon.) 

Mr.  HEKE. — I  desire  to  add  to  the  eulogiums 
made  by  the  leaders  of  the  House,  speaking, 
as  I  shall,  from  the  Native  aspect  of  the  reso- 
lution. It  has  been  often  expressed  by  the 
NativeB  that  throughout  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir 
George  Grey's  career  in  New  Zealand  in  the 
early  part  of  its  history  he  undoubtedly  gained 
the  respect  of  all  the  Natives  throughout  New 
Zealand,  although  in  several  parts  of  this 
Island,  including  the  Bay  of  Islands  and 
against  my  own  people  there,  he  opposed  them 
Captain  Russell 


as  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so-— although,  in  my 
opinion,  those  troubles  could  have  been  averted 
by  more  peaceable  means.  However,  the  time 
has  now  passed  for  comment,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion I  desire  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  his  kind  endeavours  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  Natives  in  New  Zealand.  In  conclusion, 
I  may  also  state  that,  although  some  of  the 
chiefs  were  opposed  to  his  actions  and  his  de- 
sire to  bring  about  reforms  among  the  Natives, 
they  were  in  the  end,  I  believe,  some  of  his 
strongest  friends.  I  also  further  desire  to 
add  that  I  am  eohoing  the  feeling  of  all  the 
Natives  throughout  New  Zealand  when  I  say 
that  they  had,  and  still  have,  a  very  sincere 
and  strong  respect  for  the  ability  and  kindness 
with  which  Sir  George  Grey  has  looked  upon 
them  and  cared  for  them  throughout,  his  whole 
publio  career  in  New  Zealand.  Indeed,  many 
amusing  and  very  interesting  incidents  have 
been  told  to  me  by  my  own  elders  regarding  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  and  themselves 
in  the  early  days  of  this  colony.  However, 
those  scenes  and  the  memory  of  those  days 
are  gradually  fading  into  oblivion ;  but  I  hope 
there  is  one  thing  that  will  not  fade  from  our 
memories,  and  that  is,  his  great  ability  and 
the  good  works  that  he  has  left  behind  him. 

Mr.  MILLS.— Sir,  as  a  son  of  one  of  the  very 
early  pioneers  of  this  oolony,  I  cannot  allow 
this  motion  to  pass  without  saying  a  few  words, 
and  adding  my  testimony  to  the  great  and 
efficient  services  rendered  to  this  colony  by 
the  Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Grey,  K.C.B.  Sir, 
almost  from  the  inception  of  our  political  life, 
and  during  such  a  long  period  of  years  as  few 
men  are  permitted  to  enjoy,  he  occupied  suoh 
a  unique  position  in  the  political  arena  of  this 
colony  that  I  think  his  name  will  long  remain 
green  in  the  memories  of  the  people,  and  will 
be  treasured  as  a  great  heritage  t>y  posterity 
in  the  future.  I  feel  sure  that  I  am  only 
echoing  the  sentiments  of  this  House  and  of 
the  country  when  I  say  that  we  all  earnestly 
wish  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  may 
still  be  permitted  to  enjoy  for  many  years  that 
peace  and  tranquillity  which  we  all  admit  he 
has  so  well  earned  by  his  services  to  the  Empire 
and  to  this  colony. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  little  more 
than  a  word  to  add  to  what  has  been  already 
said.  I  am  quite  persuaded  that  as  Governor 
of  this  oolony,  as  Premier  of  a  parliamentary 
Ministry,  and  last,  not  least,  as  a  simple  repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  Sir  George  Grey  stands 
out  as  the  one  most  distinguished  colonist  amid 
a  number  of  others,  some  of  them  characterised 
by  no  mean  gifts  of  talent  and  eloquenoe.  As 
a  Governor  his  history  is  one  of  the  finest.  He 
was  specially  the  friend  of  the  Native  race  at  a 
time  when  attempts  were  made  in  every  direc- 
tion to  aggrandise  unscrupulous  individuals  by 
trading  upon  aboriginal  ignorance  of  our  land- 
laws.  Even  Sir  George's  enemies — and  he  had, 
and  no  doubt  has,  his  enemies,  for  the  man 
who  gains  golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  and 
conditions  of  men  is  one  who  has  not  realised 
that  duty  is  above  and  beyond  all  man-pt 
ing— I  say  Sir  George  Grey's  enemies  haven* 
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accused  him,  have  never  dared  to  aoouse  him, 
of  prostituting  his  office,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, to  make  gain  for  himself.  He  stands 
oat  with  a  perfectly  unsullied  record  in  this  re- 
speot.  Cincinnatus,  we  are  told,  left  the  plough 
to  govern  his  country.  Sir  George  Grey  relin- 
quished the  scholarly  leisure  of  Kawau  to  take 
up  the  same  task.  In  this  work  he  was  much 
misunderstood,  because  he  saw  further  and  oared 
more  for  large  popular  questions  than  those 
around  him :  he  had  often  to  stand  alone  and 
isolated.  But  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that 
to  him,  and  to  him  alone,  are  we  indebted  at 
the  outset  for  that  advance  in  public  opinion 
which  has  culminated  in  giving  every  man  and 
woman  in  the  colony  a  voice  and  a  vote  in 
its  government.  Some  of  us  had  been  labour- 
ing away  in  the  advocacy  of  suoh  rights  and 
privileges  from  day  to  day,  but  with  no  ap- 
preciable success.  We  were  simply  sneered 
And  laughed  at.  But  when  this  man  came 
upon  the  scene,  with  his  lofty  eloquence  and 
his  magnificent  ideals,  objeotors  began  at  once 
to  waken  up,  and  to  believe  that  after  all 
there  was  something  in  great  political  and 
social  reforms.  Sir  George  Grey's  services  to 
this  colony  as  a  public  man  are  incalculable. 
He  loves  this  new  land  with  a  wonderful  and 
far-brought  love;  and  his  simplicity  of  life,  his 
scorn  of  sham,  his  avoidance  of  all  the  silly  and 
pretentious  gewgaws  and  trappings  of  a  vice- 
regal establishment,  are  in  themselves  a  rich 
legacy  to  it.  And  those  who  had  the  pleasure 
of  intimate  association  with  him  in  private  life 
will  be  eager  to  acknowledge  that  his  conversa- 
tion and  his  ideas  were  in  themselves  a  liberal 
education.  To  those  who  only  come  into  occa- 
sional contact  with  him  he  is  not  communica- 
tive ;  no  man  knows  better  how  to  maintain  his 
own  dignity ;  but  those  he  knows  and  trusts  he 
treats  with  an  unstinted  confidence.  This  is  the 
second  time  that  we,  as  representatives  of  the 
people,  shall  have  placed  on  record  our  apprecia- 
tion of  Sir  George  Grey's  public  services.  I  do 
not  anticipate  that  there  will  be  a  third  oppor- 
tunity. He  has  always  appeared  to  me  one  of 
the  finest  embodiments  of  Tennyson's  Ulysses, 
and  might  well  be  supposed  to  address  his  com- 
rades in  the  words  whioh  the  poet  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  his  hero : — 

Old  age  hath  yet  his  honour  and  his  toil. 
Death  closes  all :  but  something  ere  the  end, 
Some  work  of  noble  note,  may  yet  be  done, 
Hot  unbecoming  men  that  strove  with  gods. 

It  may  be  so ;  it  may  not.  I  realise  that  the 
sun  is  gradually  setting  behind  the  western 
hills,  and  even  now  we  have  little  more  than 
the  soft,  tender  glow  of  a  radiance  in  which 
some  of  us  have  long  delighted. 

The  lights  begin  to  twinkle  from  the  rocks— 
The  long  day  wanes. 

But  truth  is  all,  and  death  is  nought.  The  rest 
is  silence. 
8  oq  Mr.  SAUNDERS.— Sir,  I  think  on 
this  occasion  I  cannot  let  the  resolu- 
tion go  without  making  some  remarks  upon  it. 
It  is  a  motion  that  rather  naturally  belongs  to 
the  white-headed  people  of  the  House,  inas- 
much as  we  remember  what  I  think  to  be 


by  far  the  best  portion  of  Sir  George  Grey's 
career.  I  think,  Sir,  that  by  far  the  most 
remarkable,  the  most  able,  the  most  success- 
ful, and  perhaps  the  most  useful  part  of  his 
life  is  that  whioh  occurred  in  New  Zealand 
when  our  Premier  had  hardly  begun  to  play 
marbles.  In  1845  he  came  to  New  Zealand, 
and  very  suddenly  converted  a  State  of  anarchy, 
of  bankruptcy,  and  non-prosperity  into  some- 
thing quite  the  reverse,  and  that  before  he 
had  been  twelve  months  in  the  colony.  That, 
I  think,  is  an  achievement  that  will  perhaps 
never  fall  to  another  man's  lot  to  perform;  but 
it  fell  to  Sir  George  Grey.  I  think  we  should, 
in  looking  back  on  a  life  of  this  kind,  remember 
most  prominently  one  act  of  extreme  courage. 
He  was  always  oourageous — he  was  an  exceed- 
ingly oourageous  man — and  I  think  we  should 
remember  that  perhaps  the  greatest  act  of 
courage  that  he  ever  exhibited  was  when  he  set 
aside  a  Constitution  Act  which  had  been  for- 
warded from  Home  for  operation  in  this  colony 
— when  he  refused  to  put  that  Act  into  opera- 
tion, and  persuaded  the  Home  Government  to 
suspend  it  for  five  years.  During  that  five  years 
he  carefully  and  most  ably  prepared  a  Constitu- 
tion for  this  country.  That  appears  to  me  to  be 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  things  Sir  George 
Grey  ever  did  for  this  country.  I  might  say 
that  if  that  Constitution  had  been  accepted  in 
its  entirety  we  should  not  now  have  been  in 
New  Zealand  without  the  Provincial  Councils, 
which  he  proposed  in  this  Constitution,  and  to 
which  Councils  he  gave  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing the  Upper  Chamber  of  this  House.  If  such 
method  of  appointment  had  been  continued,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  the  Parliament 
of  New  Zealand  to  have  done  away  with  the 
Provincial  Councils,  which  were  doing  such 
good  work  in  New  Zealand.  That  was  one  of 
the  last  great  stands  made  within  the  memory 
of  members  of  this  House,  who  know  that 
every  possible  effort  which  a  man  could  put 
forward  was  made  to  retain  that  important 
part  of  our  Constitution ;  and  it  was  after- 
wards, and  on  every  occasion,  pointed  out  that 
the  great  mistake  which  was-  made  by  the 
British  Parliament  in  adopting  merely  a  part 
of  this  Constitution  was  that  they  refused  to 
leave  the  power  of  appointing  the  Upper  Cham- 
ber in  the  hands  of  the  Provincial  Councils. 
That  would  have  made  our  Constitution  not 
only  much  more  perfect  than  it  is  now,  but  it 
would  also  have  made  it  possible  for  the  Par- 
liament to  have  abolished  the  Constitution  by 
which  the  Upper  House  was  appointed.  It  is 
not  intended  that  speeohes  Bhould  be  long  on 
this  occasion.  It' would  give  me  very  much 
pleasure  to  occupy  a  good  deal  of  time  in  point- 
ing out  the  many  good  things  tbat  Sir  George 
Grey  has  done  for  this  country.  A  man  of  his 
courage  and  of  his  daring  was  sure  to  make 
enemies.  He  was  sure  to  do  some  things  that 
were  probably  not  prudent  or  advisable,  but, 
upon  the  whole,  his  work  has  been  good,  and 
his  work  has  been  such  as  any  representative 
Assembly,  any  representative  of  the  Assembly 
of  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  can  heartily 
commend,  and  take  every  opportunity  to  put 
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on  record,  and  on  a  permanent  record  as  far  as 
possible. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to  say 
anything  to-day,  because  I  feel  that  on  occa- 
sions like  this  it  is  better  that  those  who  speak 
on  such  a  motion  should  be  the  leader  of  the 
House  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  As  that 
custom  has  been  departed  from,  it  might  seem 
strange  that  I,  an  old  colleague,  Bhould  not  say 
a  few  words  on  this  occasion.  I  entered  the 
House  in  the  same  session  in  which  Sir  George 
Grey  entered  the  House,  and  we  were  engaged 
in  fighting  the  same  battles  in  the  House  that 
session.  That  was  the  occasion  of  the  great 
provincial  struggle,  and  I  there  came  into  per- 
sonal contact  with  Sir  George  Grey  for  the 
first  time,  though  I  had  met  him  before,  on 
his  arrival  in  Dunedin  in  1867.  I  was  there 
introduced  to  him  by  my  great  friend,  the  late 
Sir  John  Richardson.  In  speaking  a  few  words 
about  his  actions  in  politics,  I  would  say,  first, 
that  I  do  not  think  it  is  fitting,  if  usual,  to 
bring  up  on  this  occasion  anything  we  may  have 
differed  with  him  on  in  the  past.  It  is  for  us,  I 
think,  simply  to  look  at  some  of  the  things  in 
which  I  am  sure  his  example  will  be  useful 
to  us  in  the  future.  There  are  just  two  or 
three  points  that  I  would  like  to  emphasize 
on  this  occasion.  First,  his  love  of  native 
races,  his  intense  desire  to  see  that  justice  was 
done  to  them,  and  that  the  raoes  were  pre- 
served. I  believe  that  was  the  leading  charac- 
teristic of  Sir  George  Grey.  And  one  has  only 
to  see  what  he  intended  to  do  for  the  ab- 
original inhabitants  of  Australia,  the  Gape, 
and  New  Zealand  to  see  that  that  was  justified 
in  all  his  career.  The  next  thing  was  not  only 
his  intense  love  for  the  people,  but  his  intense 
desire  to  see  the  whole  tone  and  character  of 
the  people  improved  ;  and  I  believe,  as  I  believe 
we  ought  all  to  believe,  that  that  can  only  be 
done,  that  the  democracy  can  only  be  saved,  by 
the  promotion  of  higher  education.  From  the 
earliest  time  in  Sir  George  Grey's  career  in  this 
colony,  and  also  in  the  Gape  and  Australia, 
he  took  steps  to  sot  aside  large  endowments 
not  merely  for  primary  education,  but  also 
for  higher  education.  At  that  time  there  was 
no  proper  provision  for  a  State  system  of 
education.  The  Churches  had  command  of 
education ;  so  he  endowed  the  Churches,  in 
order  that  they  might  provide  higher  educa- 
tion. Some  of  those  endowments  are  now 
being  used  for  that  purpose.  He  endowed  the 
Grammar  School  at  Auckland,  and  the  College 
at  Wanganui ;  but  a  great  many  other  endow- 
ments, I  am  sorry  to  say,  have  not  been 
utilised  in  the  way  be  desired  they  should 
be  utilised.  Another  thing  I  might  say  about 
him  is  this :  that  when  we  were  fighting  the 
provincial  battles  in  those  days  —  there  were 
many  others  who  fought  with  him— our  rela- 
tionships were  always  pleasant.  Though  we 
differed  with  him,  I  believe  he  respected  our 
differences  of  opinion ;  and  I  might  say,  further, 
that  his  example  to  us  as  politicians  should,  I 
think,  never  be  forgotten,  and  he  was  always 
anxious  to  promote  what  he  thought  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  as  a  whole.  I  have  already 
Mr.  Saunders 


referred  to  what  he  did  in  regard  to  education, 
and  I  would  say  that  he  illustrated  it  in  hie 
own  life.  He  took  a  great  pleasure  in  literature, 
and  a  pleasure  in  soience.  I  well  remember 
one  instance  I  might  note — that  was,  when  he 
visited  Dunedin.  On  that  occasion  he  went 
into  the  Athensaum,  and  there  found  in  the 
suggestion-book  a  suggestion  that  a  new  work 
published  by  Professor  Tyndall  should  be 
ordered.  The  next  day  he  sent  the  book  to 
the  institution.  This  incident  shows  the  in- 
tense  interest  he  took  in  science ;  and,  though 
he  has  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  this  House,  he 
will  not  cease  to  be  beloved  by  the  people  of 
this  colony,  and  I  feel  sure  that  so  long  as  he 
lives  he  will  not  cease  to  take  an  interest  in 
New  Zealand.  His  whole  love  was  for  this 
colony,  and  his  earnest  desire  on  every  occasion 
was  to  do  what  he  thought  was  the  best  foe 
its  people,  and  for  its  prosperity. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Sir,  as  one  of  those  born  in 
this  colony,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Native 
race,  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  by 
without  adding  my  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Sir  George  Grey,  and  I  do 
so  not  only  on  my  own  behalf,  but  on  behalf  of 
those  I  represent — that  is  to  say,  the  young 
colonials  of  New  Zealand,  coupled  with  the 
aboriginal  natives  of  this  country.  Ab  regards 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  might  say 
that  he  had  always  during  his  career  in  this 
colony  a  close  regard  and  affection  for,  and  inter- 
est in,  the  Native  race.  His  companions  with 
whom  he  worked  were  those  ohiefs  who  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  in  working  out  the  destinies 
of  their  people.  Sir  George  Grey  was  one  who 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  Native 
chiefs  of  this  colony,  with  the  view  of  improv- 
ing the  condition  of  the  Maori  people,  and, 
I  might  say,  in  that  respect  he  was  one  who 
set  up  high  and  lofty  ideals.  He  was  one 
who,  if  he  erred  at  all,  erred  in  that  he  had 
not  a  full  grasp  of  detail.  He  gave  us  some 
grand  schemes,  which  would  have  benefited 
the  Native  race  had  they  been  more  perfect  in 
matters  of  detail.  Sir  George  Grey  always 
took  a  lively  interest  not  only  in  the  Native 
race,  but  in  the  colonists  of  this  country.  As 
evidence  of  that  we  can  only  recall  the  fact 
that  he  made  large  endowments  in  the  interest 
of  education,  and  his  great  aim,  bo  far  as  the 
Maoris  were  concerned,  was  that  they  should 
receive  equal  education  with  their  European 
brethren,  and  reach  the  same  high  walks  in 
life.  Sir  George  Grey,  when  the  future  his- 
tory of  this  colony  is  to  be  written,  will  ocoupy 
the  most  prominent  page  in  it ;  and,  in  refer- 
ence to  his  character,  I  believe  the  future  pen- 
man will  do  it  every  justice.  After  what  has 
been  said  by  the  various  speakers,  I  need  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  at  any  great 
length,  but  I  will  conclude  by  saying  that 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  career  he  was 
actuated  by  one  great  desire,  and  that  was  to 
achieve  every  good  for  this  colony,  and  the 
hope,  so  far  as  the  Maoris  are  concerned,  is 
that  the  sunset  of  his  life  will  be  serene  and 
unclouded. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— As  one  of  the  residents 
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of  Auckland  for  thirty  years,  I  am  not  going 
to  anticipate  history  on  this  oocasion,  as  I 
feel  more  than  I  can  say.  I  am  desirous  of 
indorsing  the  proposed  motion,  and  I  sympa- 
thize to  the  deepest  extent  with  the  speeches 
delivered  by  the  Premier  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  I  think  now  that  enough  has  been 
said  on  the  question,  but  I  am  desirous  of  say- 
ing, as  one  of  the  beneficiaries  especially  men- 
tioned in  the  addresses  that  have  been  delivered 
on  this  occasion,  that  I  feel  extremely  thankful 
this  opportunity  has  been  used  to  such  very 
great  advantage. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

WEDNESDAY  SITTINGS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session  Government  business 
take  precedence  on  Wednesdays. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  42. 

Buddo 

Hogg 

Montgomery 

Buick 

Houston 

Morrison 

Cadman 

Kelly,  \\\ 

Parata 

Carncross 

Lang 

Beeves 

Carnell 

Larnach 

Bussell,  W1B. 

Carroll 

Maokenzie,  T. 

Saunders 

Crowther 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Duncan 

Massey 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Duthie 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Thompson,  B. 

Graham 

McKenzie,  B. 

Willis. 

Green 

McLachlan 

Tellers. 

Guinness 

Millar 

Joyce 

Hall 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Harris 

Noes,  16. 

Allen 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Stout 

Collins 

McGuire 

Tanner. 

Earnshaw 

McNab 

Hall-Jones 

Mitohelson 

Tellers. 

Heke 

Newman 

Pirani 

Hutchison,  W.  Steward 

Bussell,  G.  W. 

Majority  for,  26. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

INDUSTBIAL  CONCILIATION  AND 
ABBITBATION  BILL. 
Mr.  BEEVES— in  moving,  That  the  House 
go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill — said  this  was  a 
machinery  Bill.  He  asked  the  House  to  discuss 
it  that  afternoon  because  the  main  Act  had 
been  on  the  statute-book  for  a  year,  but  had 
not  been  put  into  operation.  He  thought  it 
was  now  time  that  it  was  put  into  operation, 
and  there  were  solid  reasons  for  his  saying  that. 
The  elections  provided  for  in  the  Aot  would  not 
be  so  representative  or  so  fair  unless  thiB  ma- 
chinery Bill  was  carried,  and  it  was  for  that 
reason  he  asked  the  House  to  pass  it.  If  they 
passed  the  Bill  in  that  House  and  sent  it  to 
another  place,  and  if  it  was  then  put  on  the 
statute-book,  the  Government  would  take  steps 
to  have  the  elections  held  without  any  delay, 
and  he  thought  they  could  be  held  in  a  fair, 
proper,  and  representative  manner.  The  Bill 
itself  consisted,  as  honourable  members  would 
see,  of  seven  clauses.    The  2nd  clause  was 


simply  designed  to  enable  smaller  bodies  and 
employers  to  register  as  unions  than  were  con* 
templated  by  the  main  Act.  Under  the  Act  it 
took  the  same  number  of  employers  to  form  a 
union  as  in  the  case  of  the  men,  and  the  result 
was  that  certain  employers  who  desired  to  regis- 
ter themselves  as  associations  were  not  able  to 
do  so  under  the  main  Act.  This  section  had 
been  drafted  to  enable  them  to  register  under 
the  Act,  and  he  was  sure  the  House  would 
wish  that  employers  should  avail  themselves 
of  the  Act  to  the  same  extent  as  the  men. 
He  therefore  did  not  anticipate  that  there 
would  be  any  objection  at  all  to  that  section. 
4  SO  With  regard  to  clause  3,  it  had  been 
overlooked  that  members  of  unions 
were  scattered  about  the  colony.  Of  course  a 
union  could  only  vote  as  a  union  in  one  place, 
but  that  place  was  not  specified :  of  course  it 
was  intended  that  it  should  be  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  union,  but  that  was  not  specified, 
and  it  was  now  neoessary  to  put  this  clause  in. 
Clause  4  was  a  change — that  was  to  say,  that 
a  Board  of  Conciliation  or  Court  of  Arbitration 
should,  if  both  parties  to  a  dispute  so  wished 
it,  appoint  two  experts,  one  to  represent  one 
side  and  one  the  other,  and  these  experts  should 
sit  as  part  of  the  Court  in  determining  the 
case.  That  could  only  be  done,  however,  when 
all  the  parties  to  a  dispute  wished  it.  Clause 
6  was  put  in  the  Bill  on  account  of  a  tech- 
nical difficulty  whioh  had  been  raised  in  South 
Australia  the  other  day.  In  South  Australia 
a  similar  Act  was  on  the  statute-book.  A  case 
was  referred  to  arbitration,  but  the  employer 
had  got  rid  of  his  employes.  The  employer 
promptly  said  that  the  Court  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion, beoause  there  was  no  dispute  between  him 
and  his  men — meaning  the  men  he  had  taken 
on  after  the  dispute.  It  was  quite  true,  said 
he,  that  he  had  had  a  dispute  with  certain 
people,  but  they  were  no  longer  employes.  If 
such  a  quibble  as  that  were  allowed  in  this 
oolony  the  Court  would  have  no  jurisdiction  at 
all.  Then,  in  the  case  of  clause  6,  it  was  simply 
to  clear  up  an  ambiguity  in  one  or  two  sections 
of  the  Act,  and  to  carry  out  the  intention  of 
the  Act.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
members  onr  the  Board  or  Court  by  the  Go- 
vernment, this  was  what  the  Act  meant  to  do, 
and  he  believed  it  did  that,  but  the  section  in 
the  Act  was  rather  clumsily  drafted,  and  con- 
sequently this  clause  had  been  introduced  in 
the  present  Bill.  Clause  7  was  divided  into  two 
subsections.  The  first  part  substituted  the 
word  "  workers  "  for  "workmen  "  wherever  the 
latter  word  occurred  throughout  the  Act.  It 
was  found  that  a  wide  misapprehension  pre- 
vailed on  the  subject.  They  could  not  per- 
suade some  unions  that  "workmen"  inoluded 
workwomen.  The  unions  of  women  were  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  debarred  from 
registering  under  the  Act  beoause  of  the  use 
of  the  word  "  workman."  Therefore  it  was 
thought  to  be  better  to  substitute  the  word 
"workers."  The  2nd  subsection  was  merely 
a  trifling  alteration  suggested  by  the  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Sooieties,  and  provided  that  the 
names  of  all  the  officers,  including  trustees, 
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of  each  association  or  union  should  be  sent 
in.  With  these  few  words,  he  would  ask  the 
House  to  let  the  Bill  go  into  Committee.  He 
spoke  now  because  when  the  second  reading 
was  agreed  to  pro  formd  there  was  no  debate 
on  the  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  was  very  glatf  to  see  this  sys- 
tem tried,  and  there  was  an  improvement  in 
the  law  bo  far  as  section  4  was  concerned ; 
but,  as  to  section  2,  it  seemed  an  extraordinary 
thing  to  reduce  the  number  of  members  of  a 
union  from  seven  to  five.  Surely  seven  was 
a  small  enough  number  of  persons  to  form 
a  union.  Then,  with  regard  to  section  5,  he 
did  not  think  that  clause  was  reasonable  or 
sensible  at  all.  Let  them  suppose  that  a  man 
resigned  from  his  position — that  he  was  not 
dismissed,  but  that  he  resigned  his  employment. 
Let  them  suppose,  as  an  illustration,  that  the 
employer  was  a  large  flour-miller,  and  that  one 
of  hiB  employes  resigned.  He  might  resign 
because  he  thought  his  wages  too  small,  or  on 
any  other  account.  Two  and  a  half  months 
afterwards  he  might  say,  "I  have  a  dispute 
with  my  employer,"  and  he  might  set  up  an 
Industrial  and  Conciliation  Board  to  settle  his 
wages.    The  clause  read  as  follows : — 

"  Where  an  industrial  dispute  relates  to  em- 
ployment or  wages,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
or  Court  to  deal  therewith  shall  not  be  voided 
or  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  relationship  of 
employer  and  employed  has  ceased  to  exist, 
unless  it  so  oeased  at  least  three  months  before 
the  industrial  dispute  was  first  referred  to  the 
Board  or  Court,  as  the  case  may  be." 

Now,  that  was  a  most  extraordinary  position. 
The  point  was  this :  The  union  complained  be- 
cause  one  employer  had  not,  let  them  say,  paid 
sufficient  wages,  and  that  man  had  ceased  to 
be  employed  for  two  months  before.  He  could 
not  understand  that,  but  that  was  the  position 
from  the  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  understood 
disputes  were  only  to  take  place  between  em- 
ployers and  employed.  This  Bill  would  allow 
disputes  to  take  place  after  the  relations  of 
employer  and  employed  had  oeased  to  exist. 
That  was  absurd.  When  was  a  man  safe  ?  He 
might  have  given  up  business,  and  yet  might 
be  compelled  to  accept  the  award  of  this  Court 
or  be  fined  £500.  This  was  making  nonsense 
of  the  whole  Bill.  A  dispute  arose,  and  they 
would  try  to  settle  that  dispute  by  a  Concilia- 
tion Board.  That  was  a  wise  provision,  and 
one  that  he  had  always  advocated,  but  if  this 
clause  were  put  in  the  Bill  the  Act  would  be  un- 
workable, because  it  would  put  both  employer 
and  employed  in  a  false  position.  Section  2,  he 
thought,  was  unnecessary,  and  should  not  be 
passed  into  law.  If  they  could  not  get  seven 
people  to  form  a  Bociety,  then  the  society  was 
not  worth  forming.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  get  some  explanation  from  the  Minister 
before  they  passed  this  Bill.  The  point  was 
this :  Was  a  person  or  a  union  to  have  a  dispute 
referred  to  a  Conciliation  Board  or  Arbitration 
Court  when  the  relationship  of  employer  and 
•employed  had  ceased  to  exist  for  three  months  ? 
That  was  the  point. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Minister  of 
Mr.  Reeves 


Labour  stated  he  had  not  put  this  Aot  into 
force  :  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  thought  it  would  be 
a  good  job  if  he  should  never  put  it  into  force. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  first  thing  they 
should  endeavour  to  do  was  to  procure  employ- 
ment for  the  workers  of  New  Zealand.  They 
were  not  calling  out  for  labour  legislation,  they 
were  calling  out  for  work,  and,  until  they  got 
some  work,  in  his  opinion  they  were  not  likely 
to  have  much  material  prosperity  among  the 
workers  of  New  Zealand.  This  measure  appeared 
to  have  done  more  than  anything  else  to  stop 
employment.  What  did  the  whole  Aot  mean  ? 
It  meant  that  men  of  enterprise  might  resolve 
to  go  into  an  industry  to  establish  a  factory, 
a  woollen-mill,  a  foundry,  ironworks,  or  any- 
thing else ;  yet  these  employers,  who  were  to 
take  all  the  responsibility  of  competing  with 
older- established  industries  in  older  countries, 
and  undergoing  the  risk  and  responsibility  of 
training  their  men  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  and  who  turned  out  articles  that  would 
suit  the  market,  in  addition  to  that  were  ham- 
perered  in  every  possible  way.  They  were  not 
to  be  allowed  to  bring  out  expert  workmen  to 
the  colony;  and  after  they  had  undergone  all 
theftiffioulties  and  trials  in  connection  with 
starting  a  new  industry  they  were,  if  a  dis- 
pute arose  at  all,  to  be  hauled  before  the  Board 
of  irresponsible  men,  and  these  men  were  to 
have  the  right  of  saying  what  wages  the  em- 
ployers were  to  pay  their  men.  The  thing 
was  atrocious;  and  if  legislation  of  this  kind 
was  to  be  carried  out  industries  would  not  be 
started  at  all,  because  as  long  as  these  re- 
strictions existed  so  long  would  careful  men 
avoid  taking  unnecessary  risk.  The  risk  of 
starting  a  new  industry  now  was  so  great  that 
men  would  hardly  undergo  it.  What  new 
industries  had  been  established  during  the 
last  twelve  months  or  two  years  ?  Practically 
none.  They  might  go  where  they  would,  and 
ask  men  why  they  would  not  go  into  this  or 
that  enterprise,  and  they  would  immediately 
reply,  "What  is  the  use  of  it?  If  we  lay 
out  our  money,  if  we  erect  buildings,  if  we  get 
machinery,  we  are  not  allowed  to  say  what 
wages  we  shall  pay  the  men  we  employ;  we 
are  to  be  hauled  before  a  Judge,  and  he  is 
to  deoide  what  we  are  to  pay."  Was  that  en- 
couraging local  industries  ?  No ;  it  paralysed 
them.  What  were  they  legislating  for?  Were 
they  legislating  for  difficulties  that  existed  in 
this  colony?  No.  The  Minister  of  Labour 
travelled  all  the  world  over  and  introduced 
legislation  to  meet  cases  that  had  occurred 
in  countries  where  the  circumstances  were  dif- 
ferent from  those  existing  in  this  oolony.  Was 
it  because  any  disturbance  had  arisen  in  this 
colony  that  clause  5  was  introduced?  No. 
The  Minister  of  Labour  had  found  out  that  in 
South  Australia  some  row  had  occurred,  and 
consequently  he  proposed  to  pass  legislation  to 
meet  cases  which  had  not  happened  in  this 
country.  The  Minister  was  legislating  for  evils 
that  did  not,  and  were  not  likely  to,  exist  in 
this  country,  but  for  evils  which  had  existed  in 
the  Old  Country.  What  was  clause  5  ?  It  was 
as  follows : — 
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"  Where  an  industrial  dispute  relates  to 
employment  or  wages,  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Board  or  Court  to  deal  therewith  shall  not  be 
voided  or  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  relation- 
ship of  employer  and  employed  has  ceased  to 
exist,  unless  it  so  ceased  at  least  three  months 
before  the  industrial  dispute  was  first  referred 
to  the  Board  or  Court,  as  the  case  may  be." 

This  preoious  clause  had  been  clearly  inter- 
preted by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
Oity  (Sir  R.  Stout).  The  honourable  gentleman 
pointed  out  that  at  any  time  after  a  man  loft  an 
employer  he  might  go  back  upon  him,  and  put 
him  to  annoyance,  expense,  and  trouble.  The 
thing  was  not  reasonable  at  all.  The  other  day 
he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  had  stated  that  an  employe 
might  erect  a  cottage  upon  a  freehold  with 
the  timber  and  material  supplied  by  his  em- 
ployer, and  that  if  the  employer  supplied  that 
employ^  with  anything  that  employe  need  not 
pay  him,  but  could  sell  his  building  and  clear 
out,  and  the  person  employing  him  had  no 
right  to  recover.  That  statement  was  denied ; 
but  that  was  the  fact.  Under  the  legislation 
whioh  was  now  in  force  he  might  have  in  his 
employment  a  man  who  wished  to  erect  a  cot- 
tage on  his  own  freehold.  That  man  might 
come  to  him  for  all  the  materials  he  required 
for  the  erection  of  that  building,  amounting 
to  £200.  Certainly,  he  might,  on  the  other 
hand,  owe  him  £5  or  £6  for  wages.  The 
workman  could  sue  the  employer  for  the  £5 
or  £6  and  get  paid;  but  the  employer  had 
not  the  right  to  sue  that  man  for  a  single 
penny  of  the  £200— the  cost  of  material  he  had 
got  from  him  for  the  erection  of  his  cottage. 
That  was  the  law  at  the  present  time.  The 
Minister  of  Labour  might  dispute  his  conten- 
tion, but  it  was  a  fact.  A  case  of  that  sort 
actually  occurred  at  Temuka.  There,  a  store- 
keeper named  J.  Brown  supplied  two  hun- 
dred pounds'  worth  of  material  to  a  workman 
to  build  a  cottage.  He  owed  this  man  £50  or 
£60  for  wages.  The  man  left  him,  and  the 
storekeeper  said,  "  You  had  better  pay  me  the 
£200.  "  Oh,  no ;  I  don't  require  to  pay  you  at 
all."  This  man  sued  the  storekeeper  for  £60, 
and  got  it ;  but  when  the  storekeeper  sued  the 
man  for  the  £200  he  did  not  get  a  penny  of  it. 
He  was  nonsuited,  and  told  he  had  no  status. 
That  was  the  sort  of  legislation  which  the 
Minister  of  Labour  was  carrying  in  this  coun- 
try. Was  that  in  the  interests  of  honesty? 
Honest  people  did  not  want  that  kind  of 
legislation,  any  more  than  they  wanted  protec- 
tion against  being  Bued  for  debts  which  dis- 
honest workmen  might  wish  to  avoid  payment 
of.  He  thought  the  House  should  most  em- 
phatically vote  against  the  committal  of  this 
Bill,  simply  to  show  that  the  country  was  sick 
and  tired  of  this  legislation  ;  that  the  coun- 
try wanted  a  rest ;  that  the  workmen,  instead 
of  wanting  this  sort  of  thing,  wanted  employ- 
ment ;  and  if  the  House  emphatically  threw  out 
this  Bill  it  might  be  taken  as  an  instruction  to 
the  Minister  of  Labour  that  they  wanted  no 
more  legislation  of  this  character  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  it  was  a  surprising  thing 


to  find  this  Bill  before  the  House.  Five  ses- 
sions ago  they  had  the  Industrial  and  Concilia- 
tion Bill  before  the  House,  and  it  had  occupied 
session  after  session  ever  sinoe.  It  had  been  re- 
jected several  times  in  another  place,  and  had 
been  made  a  great  electioneering  question  at 
the  last  general  election.  It  became  law  last- 
year  ;  and  they  were  now  told  by  the  Minister 
of  Labour  that  this  measure,  which  was  to  re- 
generate mankind,  had  never  been  put  in  force. 
It  was  a  dead-letter  up  to  the  present  day.  Now 
he  told  them  that  this  Act  was  going  to  be  re- 
quired. It  was  a  surprising  thing  that  it  had 
not  been  required  earlier.  He  (Mr.  Duthie> 
thought  it  would  be  much  better  to  let  the 
matter  rest  still  further.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  any  need  for  it.  They  were  aware 
that  there  was  a  certain  trade  that  was  now 
being  disturbed  by  a  threatened  dispute  on  a 
question  of  wages,  and  he  did  not  see  that  there- 
was  any  need  for  haste  to  lend  themselves  to 
amend  the  machinery  to  deal  with  it.  It 
was  a  great  pity  that  they  had  their  time  in 
Parliament  wasted  in  this  fashion  over  these 
fanciful  measures.  This  measure  had  already 
been  the  cause  of  much  time  being  wasted,, 
to  the  neglect  of  the  legitimate  affairs  of  Par- 
liament. It  was  a  poor  remedy  at  best,  and,  at 
any  rate,  this  law  had  been  so  far  inoperative. 
It  was  no  wonder  that  their  sessions  were  pro- 
longed when  they  were  wasted  in  this  manner. 
They  were  now  told  it  would  be  November 
before  they  would  get  away,  and  no  doubt  it 
would  be  so  if  their  time  was  to  be  taken  up 
in  discussing  useless  measures  of  this  descrip- 
tion. He  did  not  suppose  it  mattered  much 
whether  they  passed  or  rejected  the  amend- 
ments embodied  in  this  Bill.  If  the  Minister 
thought  that  by  perfecting  the  machinery  of 
the  Act  in  this  manner  he  would  then  be  fully 
able  to  perform  the  promised  miracles, — if 
the  honourable  gentleman  thought  the  amend- 
ment really  necessary,— he  did  not  see  why 
he  should  not  be  allowed  to  get  his  Bill 
through ;  but,  at  any  rate,  he  expected  the  Act 
would  still  remain  as  it  had  remained  so  far — 
a  dead -letter  on  the  statute-book.  He  however - 
hoped  that  no  action  would  be  taken  under  it. 
Nothing  was  more  certain  than  that  once  it 
was  brought  into  operation,  and  it  was  brought 
home  to  the  employers  what  a  very  weak  posi- 
tion they  were  in  in  maintaining  their  rights, 
and  the  very  great  danger  they  were  placed  in  in 
conducting  their  business  to  a  successful  issue 
by  such  legislation,  it  would  do  a  groat  deal  to 
shake  the  remaining  confidence  they  might 
have  in  the  Government,  and  it  would  tend  to 
lessen  the  small  amount  of  employment  at 
present  amongst  us.  However,  if  the  Minister 
of  Labour  saw  a  struggle  coming  on,  and 
wanted  this  machinery  to  be  in  what  he  con- 
sidered perfect  order  to  meet  it,  the  responsi- 
bility was  his,  and  perhaps  he  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  get  the  power  that  he  desired  to  have 
in  his  hands,  so  as  to  get  it  tested.  This  experi- 
mental legislation  hung  like  a  cloud  over  our 
industries,  and  the  sooner  such  measures  passed 
the  stage  of  experiment,  and  were  aotually 
tested  that  one  might  see  of  what  benefit  they 
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were  to  the  workers  of  the  colony,  the  sooner 
the  workers  would  know  just  how  muoh  they 
were  indebted  to  the  honourable  gentleman. 
In  the  meantime  they  might  believe  they  had 
been  helped,  but  when  tested  they  would  be 
-able  to  more  properly  appreciate  the  results  of 
legislation  of  this  character.  He  thought  the 
-tendency  of  this  legislation  was  to  interfere 
with  the  continuance  of  the  employment  the 
working-men  had  enjoyed  in  the  past,  and  with 
•the  building-up  of  fresh  industries.  However, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  this  Bill 
was  needed  to  perfect  bis  legislation,  by  all 
means  let  him  get  it  on  the  statute-book. 

Mr.  SEDDON  suggested  that  the  House 
should  get  into  Committee  on  the  Bill.  The 
objections  that  had  been  taken  to  it  so  far  were 
all  Committee  objections.  It  was  a  machinery 
Bill  altogether,  and  they  could  have  had  it 
perfected  in  Committee  long  before  now.  It 
was  only  waste  of  time  discussing  it  at  its 
present  stage. 

Mr.  HOGG  would  not  have  risen  to  speak 
on  the  Bill  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  when- 
ever a  Bill  dealing  with  the  industries  of  the 
colony,  no  matter  of  how  harmless  a  character, 
was  introduced  to  the  House  of  late  it  was 
made  the  excuse  for  a  virulent  attack  on  the 
labour  legislation  introduced  during  the  pre- 
sent Parliament.  Now,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  had  gone 
•out  of  his  way  to  assert  tnat  this  kind  of  legis- 
lation was  directed  against  the  employers  of 
labour.  This  matter  had  been  very  well  de- 
bated in  the  House,  and  he  thought  the  general 
consensus  of  opinion  amongst  members  was 
that,  jn stead  of  this  kind  of  legislation  being 
.devised  for  the  sole  protection  of  the  workers, 
it  was  quite  as  much  in  the  interest  of  the  em- 
ployers as  in  the  interest  of  the  workers.  These 
honourable  gentlemen  should  be  the  very  first 
to  uphold  the  Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tration Act,  of  which  this  Bill  was  simply  an 
amending  measure.  Now,  the  object,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  knew,  of  that  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Act  was  to  prevent  trade 
disputes  and  strikes  from  occurring  at  all.  The 
very  fact  that  a  measure  of  this  character  ex- 
isted on  the  statute-book  might  be  expected  not 
merely  to  do  away  with  any  annoyance  to  trade 
caused  through  friction  between  employers  and 
employed,  but  it  might  legitimately  be  ex- 
pected that  the  existence  of  an  Act  of  this 
character  would  prevent  these  strikes  from 
arising.  He  would  point  out  to  the  honourable 
.gentlemen  who  pretended  to  be  so  favourable  to 
all  local  industries  that  strikes  were  as  calami- 
tous very  often  to  the  employer  as  they  were 
to  the  people  employed.  The  suffering  was  all 
round,  and  it  was  very  often  the  case  that  the 
employer  was  the  worst  sufferer  of  the  two. 
Then,  with  regard  to  labour  legislation  inter- 
fering with  the  development  of  our  industries, 
he  would  like  to  know  whether  the  honourable 
gentlemen  who  assailed  the  Bill — the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  {Mr.  Duthie) 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha— had 
not  gone  out  of  their  way  to  anticipate  this 
Alleged  interference  with  the  industries  of  the 
Mr.  Duthie 


colony.  He  knew  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  was  a  merchant 
who  imported  a  large  quantity  of  stuff  that 
might  very  reasonably  be  manufactured  in  New 
Zealand  ;  and  did  he  propose  any  alteration  ia 
the  present  tariff  in  the  direction  of  imposing 
duties  which  would  be  the  means  of  prevent- 
ing these  large  quantities  of  stuff  from  coming 
into  the  colony  in  their  manufactured  state? 
He  wanted  to  know  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  prepared  to  assist  the  workers 
of  the  colony  in  a  practical  manner  by  assist- 
ing the  manufacturer  —  whether,  instead  of 
having  these  goods,  produced  by  foreign  cheap 
labour,  brought  into  the  colony,  he  would  as- 
sist those  who  were  prepared  to  manufacture 
them  at  a  legitimate  cost  within  the  colony. 
Now,  it  had  been  asserted  that  this  measure, 
and,  in  fact,  the  labour  measures  generally, 
had  done  a  great  amount  of  harm.  Speak- 
ing from  his  own  knowledge,  these  labour 
measures  had  done  an  immense  amount  of 
good.  Only  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  district  he 
represented  they  had  nothing  but  complaints  of 
the  manner  in  which  working-men  were  being 
defrauded  right  and  left  by  their  employers,  and 
in  this  connection  he  referred  chiefly  to  those 
men  who  were  engaged  in  the  clearing  of  the 
bush.  Large  bodies  of  working-men  were  de- 
frauded in  the  most  cruel  manner  through  the 
agency  of  contractors  and  sub-contractors,  and 
were  deprived  of  their  earnings,  after  they  had 
been  working  for  weeks  and  months.  They 
heard  now  no  complaints  of  the  sort.  Bush- 
felling  still  went  on,  but,  through  the  operation 
of  the  Workmen's  Wages  Aot  and  other  mea- 
sures introduced  by  the  Minister  of  Labour,  the 
men  were  not  defrauded.  The  contractors  and 
sub-contractors  knew  that  these  men  must  be 
paid,  because  the  principal  was  held  respon- 
sible, and  the  earnings  of  the  men  were  thus 
Protected.  Instead  of  the  Minister  of  Labour 
eing  attacked  in  this  virulent  manner  con- 
tinually, because  he  introduced  measures  cal- 
culated to  be  beneficial  to  the  workers,  he  (Mr. 
Hogg)  thought  he  ought  to  receive  every  sup- 
port and  encouragement  in  what  he  was  doing. 
It  had  been  alleged  that  he  had  travelled 
abroad  looking  for  grievances  that  did  not  exist 
within  the  oolony ;  but  he  would  point  out  that 
prevention  was  better  than  oure,  that  griev- 
ances whioh  were  occurring  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  to-day  might  occur  in  New  Zealand 
to-morrow,  and  if  legislation  of  this  character 
were  not  introduced,  with  the  view  of  remedy- 
ing these  evils,  these  grievances  might  spring 
up. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  this  was  one  of  those  Bills 
in  respect  of  which  he  thought  they  would  be 
much  better  if  they  were  never  introduced  at 
all.  He  was  muoh  inclined  to  think  that,  in- 
stead of  their  doing  good  by  placing  these  Acts 
on  the  statute-book,  they  were  doing  a  great 
deal  of  harm.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  last  spoken  had  told  them  that  labour 
legislation  of  late  years  had  done  a  great  deal 
of  good.  He  (Mr.  Green)  was  one  of  those 
who  thought  tnat  the  character  of  the  tree 
was  generally  determined  by  the  quality  of 
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its  fruit,  and  he  was  strongly  of  opinion  that 
never  before  was  there  bo  much  depression  in 
this  colony  as  there  was  at  the  present  time, 
and  that  depression  had  been  increasing  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  since  this  extra- 
ordinary legislation  had  taken  place,  and  since 
these  statutes  had  been  passed.  What  they 
wanted  was  greater  security  in  this  country, 
and,  to  say  the  least,  they  were  legislating  in 
the  direction  of  anticipating  things  which  those 
who  spoke  in  favhur  of  this  Bill  admitted  did 
not  exist  in  this  country,  and,  instead  of  in- 
creasing the  fields  of  labour,  and  giving  con- 
fidence to  those  who  wished  to  do  work,  they 
were  really  afraid  to  undertake  work,  because 
of  the  expressions  that  were  given  utterance  to 
on  occasions  of  this  sort.  This  clause  5  seemed 
to  him  to  be  the  most  extraordinary  clause  he 
had  ever  known  to  be  introduced  or  attempted 
to  be  passed.  To  say  that,  when  a  person  had 
ceased  to  work  at  a  certain  place,  he  should  be 
enabled  by  a  law  on  the  statute-book  to  take 
action  against  his  previous  employer  for  the 
purpose  of  adjusting  something  which  might 
never  have  existed  was  really  very  extraordi- 
nary. 

Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  read  the  clause. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  it  had  already  been  read  in 
the  House  by  two  honourable  members,  and  he 
did  not  want  to  occupy  time  unnecessarily  by 
reading  it  again.  The  opinion  he  had  formed 
of  it  had  been  exactly  expressed  by  the  two 
honourable  gentlemen  who  had  previously 
spoken,  and  that  was,  it  did  not  require  the 
person  to  be  still  actually  employed  at  the  time 
the  dispute  existed ;  but  after  he  had  ceased  to 
be  employed,  and  for  so  long  a  period  after- 
wards as  three  months,  if  he  considered  he  had 
a  grievance  against  his  previous  employer  he 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  bringing  the 
matter  before  the  Court  when  it  was  set  up,  and 
having  the  case  inquired  into  with  a  view  of 
establishing  his  grievance.  He  was  firmly  of 
opinion  that  the  law  as  it  existed  at  the  present 
time  was  sufficient,  and  he  had  supported  the 
present  Act  not  that  he  thought  he  was  doing 
any  good  thereby,  but  because  he  thought  he 
would  be  doing  no  harm.  He  thought,  if  the 
working-men  considered  it  was  in  their  interest 
to  put  the  Act  into  operation,  they  certainly 
would  do  so.  Probably  there  was  some  need 
for  the  last  clause  of  the  Bill,  because,  while 
our  statutes  said  "  workmen,"  the  workwomen 
no  doubt  considered  they  were  outside  the  law. 
He  considered  it  was  a  desirable  thing  to  give 
them  the  opportunity  of  rectifying  the  griev- 
ances under  which  they  laboured,  just  the 
same  as  men ;  and  therefore  this  clause  might 
be  a  good  one,  and  one  which  should  be  in 
the  amending  Act.  The  others  he  considered 
highly  objectionable,  and  he  would  have  much 
pleasure  in  going  into  the  lobby  against  them, 
whilst  supporting  pro  formd  the  motion  to  go 
into  Committee.  He  thought  the  time  of  the 
House  was  being  unnecessarily  occupied  with 
measures  calculated  to  do  harm,  and  which  he 
did  not  think  could  possibly  do  good  to  the 
working-men  of  this  colony. 


Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  been  sitting 
there  for  some  time  waiting  to  see  if  honour- 
able members  who  represented  labour,  and  who 
had  an  expert  knowledge  of  questions  affecting 
labour,  would  stand  up  and  say  anything  in 
favour  of  this  Bill.  Of  course  the  Minister  of 
Labour  had  a  mania  for  introducing  legislation 
of  this  kind,  and  they  did  not  look  upon  him 
as  an  authority  on  labour :  at  least,  he  (Mr. 
Thompson)  did  not,  for  one.  But  it  seemed 
very  strange  that  during  the  present  session, 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  had  moved  to 
introduce  Bills  of  this  kind,  honourable  mem- 
bers who  were  looked  upon  as  authorities  on 
labour  questions  were  ominously  silent.  Why 
they  were  silent  he  left  it  to  themselves  to  say, 
but  he  had  noticed  during  the  present  session 
that  it  was  very  seldom  any  of  those  honour- 
able members  got  up  to  say  a  word  in  favour 
of  the  labour  Bills  introduced  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  He  thought,  when  notice  was 
given  to  introduce  this  Bill  that  day,  they  were 
told  it  was  a  mere  machinery  Bill,  and,  be- 
lieving it  was  so,  there  was  no  opposition  to  its 

5  0  introduction.  Had  he  known  that  it 
'  '  was  of  this  nature  he  certainly  would 
not  have  agreed  to  its  being  brought  on  at  that 
stage.  He  thought  it  a  pity  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  after  having  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  Minister  of  Labour  for  a  number  of 
years,  had  not  yet  begun  to  realise  the  real 
position  of  the  affairs  of  the  colony.  He  (Mr. 
Thompson)  happened  to  know  a  little  about  the 
opinions  of  the  working-men  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  colony  at  least,  and  he  might  tell 
the  honourable*  gentleman  that,  so  far  as  he 
knew  the  opinions  of  the  bond  fide  working- 
men  there,  they  were  sick  of  this  labour  legis- 
lation. It  was  true  there  might  be  one  or  two 
associations  in  some  parts  of  the  colony  which 
desired  this  class  of  legislation  ;  but  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that,  outside  those  one  or  two  asso- 
ciations, the  real  bond  fide  workers  of  the  colony 
did  not  desire  this  legislation ;  they  were  sick 
of  it.  What  they  did  desire  was  work,  but  they 
had  found,  by  bitter  experience,  that  this  class 
of  legislation  did  not  get  them  work.  On  the 
contrary,  it  had  been  the  means  of  lessening 
employment  throughout  the  colony.  He  was 
surprised  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  with 
his  intelligence,  had  not  been  led  to  see  that 
what  he  was  saying  was  correct.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  seemed  to  be  entirely  out  of 
touch  with  the  bond  fide  workers  of  the  colony, 
and  the  sooner  he  got  back  and  got  into  touoh 
with  them  the  better  it  would  be  for  himself, 
for  the  colony,  and  for  the  Government  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  If  he  saw  anything  in  this 
Bill  at  all  that  was  likely  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  working-men  in  any  way,  or  to 
remedy  any  grievances,  be  would  be  the  first  to 
stand  up  in  that  House  and  support  it,  or  any 
other  legislation  that  he  believed  would  be  for 
their  good  ;  but,  candidly  and  honestly,  so  far 
as  he  had  been  able  to  ascertain  from  the 
working-men  themselves,  they  were  sick  and 
tired  of  this  class  of  legislation,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  have  no  more  of  it  this  session. 
They  had  been  there  now  eleven  weeks  since 
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the  session  began,  and  they  found  themselves 
wasting  a  whole  afternoon  over  a  Bill  such  as 
this,  which  nobody  wanted.  Who  had  asked 
for  this  Bill  ?  He  would  appeal  to  honourable 
gentlemen,  whose  opinions  they  all  respeoted, 
and  who  had  practical  knowledge  of  labour 
questions,  to  stand  up  in  the  House  and  say 
that  this  Bill  was  required  in  the  interests  of 
labour,  or  that  it  would  do  any  good  at  all.  If 
one  of  them  would  stand  up  and  tell  the  House 
that  was  so,  and  explain  what  good  it  would 
do,  he  and  other  members  would  be  most 
anxious  to  listen  to  them,  and  would  attach 
the  greatest  weight  to  the  opinions  of  those 
who  had  expert  knowledge  on  this  question. 

Mr.  TANNER.— You  will  not  have  to  wait 
very  long. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  let  the  'House  hear  his  views. 
He  wished  the  honourable  gentleman  had  stood 
up  sooner ;  but  he  (Mr.  Thompson)  waited  pa- 
tiently until  he  saw  the  Minister  of  Labour 
rising  to  reply  when  no  other  honourable  mem- 
ber stood  up  to  support  the  Bill.  He  then  felt 
it  his  duty  to  get  up  and  say  a  few  words.  If 
he  was  convinced  that  the  Bill  was  required  in 
the  interests  of  the  working-men  of  the  colony 
he,  for  one,  would  have  no  objection  whatever 
to  supporting  it.  If  it  were  not,  he  would  be 
found  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  one  was  placed  at  a 
disadvantage  in  the  House  if  he  wished  to 
see  any  legislation  advanced  beyond  the  first 
reading.  He  had  sat  there  day  after  day  during 
the  session  when  business  had  come  before  the 
House,  and  when  members  had  risen  not  to 
discuss  tho  merit 8  or  the  demerits  of  Bills 
brought  forward,  but  simply  and  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  making  personal  attacks  upon  the 
Minister  who  introduced  them.  One  had  to  sit 
hour  after  hour,  to  bear  with  orations  which 
contained  no  criticism  of  the  measure  before 
them,  but  simply  dealt  in  generalities  and  at- 
tacks which  were,  to  his  mind,  scarcely  credit- 
able to  those  who  made  them ;  and  one  felt  it 
almost  impossible  to  rise  and,  as  it  were,  fur- 
ther assist  these  honourable  members  in  their 
efforts  to  delay  the  very  measures  which  he 
wished  to  Bee  passed.     He   had    often  been 

Elaoed  at  a  disadvantage  in  that  way.  When 
e  and  his  colleagues  refrained  from  replying 
to  many  of  the  statements  of  honourable  mem- 
bers, it  was  not  because  they  had  nothing  to 
say,  but  it  was,  in  the  first  place,  for  lack  of 
opportunity,  and,  in  the  second  place,  because 
they  wished  no  longer  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  indulging— as  he  certainly 
would  not  indulge— in  the  kind  of  language 
that  had  been  used  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  session  by  honourable  members  who  made 
a  special  point  of  assailing  this  kind  of  legis- 
lation, or,  rather,  the  Minister  who  had  charge 
of  it.  There  was  a  signal  instance  the  other 
day  when  he  listened  to  an  honourable  mem- 
ber who  commenced  his  speech  in  these  words : 
••  I  am  sick  of  this  labour  legislation."  In 
the  past  Wanganui  had  been  represented  by 
John  Ballance,  an  ardent  advocate  of  social 
reform ;  but  tempora  mutanturt  and  now  it  was 
Mr.  B.  Thompson 


represented  by  Mr.  Willis.  To  that  gentleman'* 
electorate,  about  three  years  ago,  twenty-two 
men,  inoluding  a  number  from  his  own  elec- 
torate, the  Avon  district,  went  northwards  in 
search  of  work,  having  been  promised  work  by 
a  contractor  in  the  Wanganui  district,  in  the 
North  Island.  They  were  set  to  work,  and 
kept  engaged  for  some  eight,  ten,  or  twelve- 
weeks — he  was  not  absolutely  certain  of  the 
figures  at  that  moment,  but  there  were  in 
existence  signed  statements,  made  before  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  prove  what  he  was 
saying,  but,  unfortunately,  they  were  not  to- 
hand  just  now.  Having  waited  a  long  time 
for  some  payment,  the  men  at  last  determined 
to  leave  their  work  and  interview  their  em- 
ployer, and  they  found  out  then  for  the  first 
time  that  he  was  not  the  contractor  with  the 
owner  of  the  land  on  which  they  had  been 
cutting  bush  for  some  time  past,  but  that  he 
was  a  sub-contractor,  who  had  taken  the  work 
from  the  actual  contractor,  to  whom  their  em- 
ployer owed  several  hundreds  of  pounds,  which 
he  was  not  in  a  position  to  pay.  The  amount 
of  wages  due  to  the  men  was  about  £360,  which 
amount  was  practically  confiscated,  as  they  did 
not  get  a  penny  for  their  work.  "  What  is 
wanted,"  said  an  honourable  member  the  other 
day,  "  is  greater  security  " ;  and,  though  not  in 
the  same  sense,  these  men  would  echo  the  re- 
quest. That  took  place  in  a  district  which  two 
or  three  years  ago  was  represented  by  the  late- 
John  Ballance,  but  now  represented  by  a  gentle- 
man who  rose  in  that  House  and  stated  that  he 
was  sick  of  this  labour  legislation,  which  was 
largely  designed  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
such  incidents  as  he  had  described. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— This  Bill? 

Mr.  TANNER  said  this  Bill  would  go  a 
great  deal  in  the  direction  of  improving  the 
machinery  which  they  had  set  up  last  session, 
and  would  render  these  things  impossible  be- 
fore they  had  reached  the  wretched  conclusion 
which  he  had  spoken  of.  About  eighteen  montha 
ago,  when  before  his  electors,  after  having  care- 
fully collected  evidence  on  this  subject,  he  stated 
the  whole  case  to  them  as  a  reason  why  legis- 
lation of  the  kind  they  had  now  before  them 
should  be  passed  by  Parliament,  Parliament 
being  the  final  Court  of  appeal  for  all  classes. 
And,  having  made  the  statement  which  he  had 
just  made  in  as  cool  and  calm  a  manner  as- 
possible,  he  was  astonished  by  seeing  a  man 
come  out  from  among  the  audience  and  say, 
"I  am  one  of  the  twenty- two  men."  Then, 
turning  to  the  audience,  this  man  said,  "  The 
speaker  has  not  described  this  job  in  language 
sufficiently  strong,  though  he  has  described 
what  has  actually  taken  place."  He  might 
say  this  was  not  a  solitary  case.  There  were 
dozens  of  others  which  he  would  have  liked  to 
bring  before  the  House,  with  the  names  and 
dates.  He  had  not  collected  the  information 
in  vain,  and  he  would  long  ago  have  published 
them  through  the  medium  of  Hansard  had  it 
not  been  for  an  appreciation  of  the  danger  of 
raising  feelings  which  might  not  be  favourable 
to  the  passing  of  the  required  legislation  to 
remedy,  or  prevent,  for  the  future,  the  evils  he 
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alluded  to.  If  any  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  other  Ride  of  the  House,  or  in  any  part  of  it, 
instead  of  assailing  Ministers  personally,  and 
acting  on  the  preconceived  notion  that  nothing 
good  could  possibly  come  out  of  Nazareth, 
would  stand  up  and  judicially  view  the  ques- 
tion before  them  in  all  its  bearings,  showing 
where  the  alleged  tyranny  would  occur  of  which 
they  vaguely  talked,  it  would  be  much  better 
for  themselves  and  for  the  people  generally, 
and  he  for  one  would  be  extremely  obliged  to 
them.  He  knew  of  some  oases  in  which  the 
legislation  passed  in  1892,  1898,  and  1894  had 
been  the  means  of  preventing  what  might  have 
ripened  into  a  serious  dispute,  and,  in  most 
eases,  the  disputants  had  been  able  to  oome  to 
a  just  and  equitable  settlement,  whereas,  had 
it  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  contending 
parties  to  arrive  at  a  decision,  a  satisfactory 
solution  might  not  have  been  reached.  What 
were  the  Acts  on  the  statute-book  compris- 
ing this  labour  legislation,  of  which  they 
heard  such  indefinite  denunciations?  They 
had  the  Factories  Act,  whioh  had  been  as- 
sailed by  speakers  time  after  time;  and  if 
any  one  carefully  studied  it  he  would  find 
that  it  was  simply  an  Aot  which  provided  for 
regulating  and  improving  the  conditions  of 
labour.  It  waB  practically  nothing  more.  It 
provided  for  sufficient  sanitation  of  workmen's 
shops ;  it  provided  for  a  system  of  registration 
which  would  curb  the  evils  formerly  attendant 
upon  unregistered  places  of  employment.  He 
therefore  spoke  with  every  respect  for  that 
measure,  which  had  been  needed  for  years  pre- 
vious. It  had  been  hailed  by  the  workers  of 
the  colony  aB  a  most  valuable  boon;  and  its 
provisions  had  been  studied  by  them  until  they 
felt  proud  that  Parliament  should  at  last  have 
recognised  their  claims  and  placed  such  a  mea- 
sure on  the  statute-book.  Then,  they  had  the 
Contractors'  and  Workmen's  Lien  Act,  with 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  which  he  had  just 

given  an  instance,  which  instance  would  never 
ave  occurred  had  the  Aot  been  on  the  statute- 
book  a  year  or  two  previously.  And  the  Bill 
they  had  now  beforo  them  would  perfect  the 
provisions  and  extend  the  scope  of  the  Indus- 
trial Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act  of  last 
year.  They  had,  then,  the  Employers'  Liability 
Act,  which  had  also  come  in  for  a  very  con- 
siderable share  of  oastigation  from  time  to  time 
from  speakers  who  were  opposed  to  such  mea- 
sures, and  who,  instead  of  individualising  the 
points  they  objected  to,  dealt  comprehensively 
and  in  generalities,  so  that  one  could  not  reply 
to  them,  as  there  was  nothing  to  reply  to. 

"Looking  at  the  Employers'  Liability  Act 
as  a  whole,  we  do  not  see  that  they  impose 
greater  liability  on  employers  than  there  ought 
to  be.  A  prudent  employer,  who  employs  good 
foremen,  and  has  machinery  and  appliances 
carefully  looked  after,  and  takes  reasonable 
precautions,  has  nothing  to  fear.  The  reckless 
man  has  a  great  deal  to  fear,  and  deserves  his 
punishment  when  it  comes." 

Those  words  were  a  quotation  from  a  leading 
Conservative  paper  in  the  colony,  at  the  end 
of  a  series  of  articles  devoted  to  one  phase  of 
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labour  legislation.  He  should  be  glad  of  an 
opportunity  of  going  much  more  fully  into  this 
subject ;  but,  when  he  gave  his  assurance 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Will  you  explain 
clause  5  ? 

Mr.  TANNER  would  do  that  readily.  The 
Bill  before  the  House  was  an  amending  mea- 
sure, intended  to  improve  the  machinery  of  the 
Act  passed  last  session  ;  and  it  was  owing  to  a 
misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  in 
the  remarks  he  made  when  speaking  on  the 
Bill  this  afternoon,  that  the  discussion  had 
been  started. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— What  about  clause  5? 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City,  after  hastily 
reading  clause  5,  and  without  consulting  the 
provisions  of  the  principal  Act,  appeared  to 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  one  single 
employe,  within  ten  or  eleven  weeks,  or  any 
period  short  of  three  months,  could  initiate 
proceedings  against  his  employer,  which  would 
result  in  great  irritation,  and  might  end  in 
considerable  loss  and  stoppage  of  business. 
This  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  would 
be  quite  unjustifiable ;  but  he  had  entirely 
overlooked  this  fact :  that  no  complaint  could 
be  made  against  an  employer  except  by  a  work- 
men's union.  A  single  individual  could  not  do 
anything  of  the  kind.  If  he  had  any  complaint 
to  make  as  to  what  had  taken  place  between 
his  employer  and  himself  with  regard  to  wages 
or  employment,  he  had  first  to  go  to  the  union 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  he  had  there 
to  state  his  oase.  It  would  be  a  great  demand 
on  his  (Mr.  Tanner's)  credulity  if  any  one  at- 
tempted to  state  that  a  man  who  had  left  the 
service  of  his  employer  for  some  ten  or  eleven 
weeks  could,  in  a  matter  of  this  nature,  feel 
certain  of  getting  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
a  union,  perhaps  numbering  two  hundred  or 
three  hundred  men,  to  open  litigation  on  his 
behalf  as  against  his  late  employer.  In  every 
single  case  the  complaint  would  be  sifted  with 
more  care,  and  probably  more  common-sense 
would  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  matter,  than 
was  brought  to  bear  by  that  House  upon  some 
of  the  measures  submitted  to  it.  Another  point 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  was  this : 
In  the  Bill,  by  the  first  subsection  of  clause  2, 
the  minimum  number  of  persons  of  which  a 
society  must  consist  in  order  to  be  registered 
as  an  industrial  union  of  employers  was  five. 
The  number  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  last  year 
had  been  decreased,  and  the  reason  one  oould 
easily  ascertain  if  he  allowed  himself  a  mo- 
ment's consideration.  Now,  in  any  particu- 
lar trade  or  manufacture  which  was  carried  on 
in  this  colony  there  were  scarcely  more  than 
ten  or  twelve,  or,  at  the  most,  twenty,  em- 
ployers in  the  same  line  of  business;  and  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  fix  a  small  mini- 
mum number,  so  as  to  render  it  possible  for  the 
employers  to  form  among  themselves  a  society 
or  industrial  union,  which  was  necessary  in 
order  for  them  to  obtain  a  locus  standi  under 
the  Aot.  Therefore,  unless  this  Bill  was  passed, 
and  the  number  necessary  to  form  the  society 
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was  made  smaller,  as  provided  in  the  Bill,  it 
would  be  quite  possible  for  parties  to  be  unwill- 
ingly involved  in  disputes,  because  the  House 
had  not  seen  fit  to  afford  facilities  for  them 
to  work  together  in  an  industrial  union.  He 
trusted  he  had  made  that  point  clear  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  pressed  him 
for  an  explanation. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  would  not  have  risen  on 
this  Bill,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  merely 
a  machinery  measure,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
request  of  the  honourable  member  for  Mars- 
den,  who  asked  that  those  who  presumed  to 
know  something  about  this  business  would  give 
an  explanation  of  it.  There  were,  practically, 
four  points  in  the  Bill.  One  point  more  clearly 
•  defined  the  conditions  under  which  employers 
could  take  advantage  of  the  main  Act;  the 
second  provided  that  there  should  be  assessors 
to  sit  with  the  arbitrators  and  assist  in  the  arbi- 
tration ;  and  the  last  point  simply  removed  a 
misconception  that  existed  amongst  workers  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  word  "workmen"  in 
the  principal  Act.  By  altering  the  word  to 
41  workers  "  the  Act  was  made  to  cover  both  the 
male  and  female  sex.  They  then  came  to  the 
third  issue,  referred  to  in  clause  5.  That 
clause  simply  extended  the  time,  or,  rather, 
determined  the  time,  in  which  organizations 
should  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  Arbi- 
tration Court  if  there  were  any  dispute  with 
regard  to  employment  or  wages.  It  would,  he 
thought,  be  quite  plain  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  that  this  was  an  abso- 
lutely necessary  Bill.  The  labour  organiza- 
tions extended  all  over  the  country,  and  if 
there  was  a  dispute  in  any  town,  in  very 
many  cases  it  was  not  possible  for  the  local 
organizations  to  take  action  of  themselves — 
they  were  bound  to  the  council  or  other  kin- 
dred bodies  in  the  same  district;  and  therefore 
three  months  was  only  a  fair  and  reasonable 
time  to  give  those  bodies  in  which  advantage 
could  be  taken  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
Seeing  they  had  got  the  Aot  on  the  statute- 
book,  he  was  quite  sure  that  eaoh  side  of  the 
House  would  be  only  too  glad  to  make  it  a 
workable  measure.  They  were  about  to  take 
important  steps  in  attempting  to  put  the  Act 
into  operation,  and  every  honourable  member — 
even  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden,  he 
thought — would  be  only  too  glad  to  make  the 
machinery  of  the  Act  as  perfect  as  they  could 
for  the  purpose  it  was  intended  to  serve.  He 
trusted  that  the  explanations  given  would  be 
sufficient,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that,  after 
carefully  considering  the  Bill,  honourable  mem- 
bers would  see  that  it  was  necessary  that  it 
should  be  passed  to  enable  the  principal  Act  to 
be  put  on  a  proper  footing. 

Mr.  ALLEN  desired  to  say  one  or  two  words 
before  the  Minister  replied.  With  regard  to  the 
general  question  of  labour  legislation,  he  sup- 
posed every  sensible  man  in  the  House  would 
admit  that  legislation  which  was  really  in  the 
interests  of  the  worker  was  good.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  honourable  members  would  admit 
that  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  legis- 
lation already  on  the  statute-book,  and  also 
Mr,  Tanner 


prospective  legislation,  which,  though  appa- 
rently in  the  interest  of  the  worker,  turned 
out,  when  it  was  carried  into  effect,  to  be 
really  in  the  contrary  direction,  because  it 
often  happened  that  a  man  who  was  employ- 
ing labour  in  a  certain  industry  was  ham- 
pered in  such  a  way  by  certain  legislation 
that  he  could  not  carry  on  his  business  suc- 
cessfully. This  legislation,  both  past  and  pro- 
spective, could  be  of  no  good  to  the  workmen ; 
and  it  was  that  class  of  legislation  that  cer- 
tain members  of  the  House  objected  to.  No 
one  objected  to  legislation  which  was  to  assist 
a  man  in  getting  his  just  wages :  in  fact,  every 
one  was  in  favour  of  it.  As  he  stated  before, 
this  legislation  was  of  no  benefit  to  the  working- 
man,  and  hampered  industry.  It  affected  in- 
juriously both  the  workman  and  the  employer. 
It  was  theoretical  legislation,  and  he  questioned 
very  much  whether  the  Minister  who  intro- 
duced it  was  in  close  enough  touch  with  the 
workerR,  or  knew  the  results  of  the  kind  of 
legislation  that  he  had  placed  on  the  statute- 
book.  He  would  have  very  much  more  faith  in 
the  arguments  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
used  in  favour  of  the  Bill  if  they  had  come 
from  one  of  their  own  number— from  one  who 
was  himself  in  touch  with  their  feelings.  He 
did  not  think  the  Minister  of  Labour  had  had 
that  practical  experience  which  enabled  him  to 
put  a  measure  upon  the  statute-book  which 
touched  the  whole  question.  In  matters  of  this 
kind  they  wanted  to  get  at  actual  facts  and 
the  actual  experience  of  life,  and  to  put  on 
the  statute-book  measures  that  would  meet  and 
remedy  actual  difficulties,  not  imaginary  ones. 
The  Act  was  not  in  praotical  operation  yet,  and 
he  did  not  see  how  this  Bill  or  the  Act  could 
meet  any  practical  difficulty.  It  was  true  that 
they  had  a  theoretical  measure  in  existence,  and 
a  few  societies  had  registered  under  it.  He  did 
not  know  how  many  employers  had  registered 
under  the  Aot,  but  he  did  not  think  there  were 
many ;  and,  to  his  knowledge,  the  Aot  remained 
practically  a  dead-letter,  and  worse  than  that, 
for  it  hampered  business,  as  employers  were 
afraid  of  something  which  might  happen  to  in- 
jure them.  From  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speech  one  would  believe  that  the  only  people 
who  had  any  sympathy  with  the  workers  were 
those  who  wanted  to  put  a  Bill  of  this  kind 
on  the  statute-book.  They  should  rather  en- 
courage a  kindly  feeling  between  employers  and 
employed.  He  did  not  know  whether  it  could 
be  done  by  legislation^  or  whether  this  kind  of 
legislation  was  going  to  increase  kindly  feel- 
ings between  employers  and  employed.  This 
measure  would,  in  his  opinion,  not  tend  to 
create  such  a  feeling.  An  employer  was  afraid 
to  go  and  set  up  works,  beoause  he  might  be 
called  upon  by  arbitration  or  conciliation,  or 
anything  you  liked,  to  pay  wages  that  he  could 
„  q0  not  afford  to  pay.  The  difference  be- 
'  tween  this  Bill  and  other  labour  mea- 

sures was  that  while  some  labour  Bills  were 
good  measures  he  did  not  think  this  one  was. 
Therefore  he  had  a  right  to  critioize  it.  He 
objected  to  the  machinery  clauses  in  the  Bill 
because  they  amended  a  bad  Aot.    It  was  not 
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in  the  interests  of  the  workers,  or  of  those 
who  employed  them.  He  objected  also  very 
strongly  to  clause  5.  They  were  told  it  was 
inserted  on  account  of  something  which  oc- 
curred in  another  Australasian  colony.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  House  thought  it  reason- 
Able,  but  it  seemed  to  him  unreasonable.  It 
meant  that  at  any  time  within  three  months 
■after  an  employe  had  left  his  employer  he 
might  still  institute  proceedings  under  the 
■arbitration  clauses.  So  the  employer  would 
never  be  free  at  all  from  actions  that  might 
be  brought  against  him  in  the  Conciliation 
•or  Arbitration  Court.  There  ought  to  be  some 
finality,  and  it  seemed  to  him  the  finality 
.should  be  when  a  man  left  his  employment.  It 
might  be  said  this  was  a  Committee  objection, 
And  should  not  be  dealt  with  in  dealing  with  the 
-principles  of  the  Bill ;  but  it  was  the  most  im- 
portant clause  in  the  Bill,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
principle,  ought  to  be  debated  and  well  con- 
sidered by  the  House.  He  hoped  in  Committee, 
•at  any  rate,  this  clause  would  be  excised.  He 
would  be  glad  if  the  whole  Bill  were  thrown 
•out  on  its  committal,  in  order  that  the  workers 
might  see  that  there  was  nothing  to  their  ad- 
vantage either  in  this  Bill  or  in  the  original 
measure.  They  were  told  all  this  legislation 
was  in  the  interest  of  the  employe.  He  would 
like  to  ask  honourable  members  to  satisfy  them- 
selves how  much  improvement  had  taken  place 
in  the  condition  of  the  workers  of  the  present 
•day,  as  compared  with  their  condition  previous 
to  the  last  two  or  three  years.  In  Dunedin 
•there  were  no  less  than  950  unemployed  regis- 
tered on  the  books  of  the  Belief  Fund  Commit- 
tee, and  a  great  many  were  employed  practi- 
•cally  through  the  oharity  of  the  citizens,  aided, 
it  was  true,  by  the  grant  from  the  Government. 
It  was  the  same  in  Wellington.  Never  before 
iiad  the  City  of  Dunedin  been  in  the  same  con- 
dition ;  never  before  had  he  known  950  men 
who  had  to  register  themselves  as  unemployed, 
«nd  who  had  to  receive  assistance  from  charity 
— for  that  was  what  it  came  to.  That  was  the 
result  of  this  legislation,  and  the  sooner  the 
whole  of  it  was  wiped  off  the  statute-book  the 
"better,  and  men  should  not  be  brought  down  to 
receiving  charitable  aid  and  having  their  self- 
-dependence  destroyed.  Dunedin  was  not  the 
-only  place  where  this  sort  of  thing  existed ;  it 
was  the  same  in  Wellington  and  Christchurch, 
and  probably  elsewhere.  It  was  fair  criticism 
of  this  kind  of  legislation  to  bring  forward  these 
instances  of  the  condition  of  the  working-people, 
in  order  to  show  that,  in  spite  of  this  class  of 
legislation — or,  in  fact,  because  of  it — they  had 
the  condition  of  things  that  existed  during  the 
last  winter  all  over  the  colony.  If  that  was  its 
•result,  no  one  could  say  it  was  in  the  interests 
of  the  working-people.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  oppose,  at  any  rate,  the  5th  section  of 
•the  Bill,  which  was  going  to  make  things  very 
•much  worse. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  was  understood  to  say  that 
he  believed  this  industrial,  arbitration,  and 
•conciliation  legislation  was  extremely  useful ; 
but  not  once  during  the  whole  year,  although 
it  was  so  greatly  desired,  had  it  been  put  into 


force.  It  reminded  one  of  the  people  who  made 
a  cemetery,  and  were  much  disgusted  because 
they  had  to  wait  a  year  or  two  for  a  corpse 
to  put  into  it.  This  was  another  instance  of 
panic  legislation.  They  had  had  panic  legisla- 
tion in  connection  with  the  banks,  and  now 
had  to  have  this  Bill  brought  down  especially. 
Every  Bill  brought  in  now  was  a  special  Bill ; 
crises  were  the  fashion,  and  Bills  had  to  be 
put  through  at  a  moment's  notice.  It  had 
come  to  this :  that  the  Minister  was  the  only 
one  to  talk,  and  the  rest  of  them  must  be  like 
the  little  boys — "  seen  and  not  heard  "  ;  they 
were  never  to  discuss  anything.  He  considered 
the  more  urgent  a  Bill  was  the  more  necessity 
there  was  to  have  some  discussion  on  it.  He 
believed  this  legislation  must  do  a  certain 
amount  of  good,  and  he  could  not  understand 
why  so  many  large  employers  dreaded  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind.  He  thought  it  was  very 
beneficial.  If  it  had  been  brought  in  in  a  more 
pleasant  fashion  there  would  have  been  less 
irritation.  He  thought  the  effect  this  legisla- 
tion was  having  on  the  smaller  industries  was 
very  noticeable.  The  smaller  the  industry  the 
more  it  felt  the  effect  of  the  legislation  in  con- 
nection with  factories.  In  his  opinion,  instead 
of  affecting  the  big  people  who  were  so  afraid 
of  it,  it  was  driving  the  trade  more  and  more 
into  the  hands  of  the  large  companies.  He  did 
not  know  that  that  was  a  disadvantage.  Most 
of  the  legislation  in  connection  with  factories 
pressed  most  heavily  on  the  small  ones,  and 
the  weaker  went  to  the  wall.  All  authorities 
at  Home  were  in  favour  of  letting  the  trade 
go  into  the  larger  factories.  He  was  glad  to 
see  that  in  other  parts  of  the  world  they  were 
going  in  for  arbitration  and  conciliation  Bills. 
There  could  be  no  question  that  when  an  Act 
was  on  the  statute-book,  and  people  knew  it 
was  there  as  a  remedy,  they  were  less  liable  to 
invoke  its  aid.  He  agreed  with  one  criticism 
by  the  last  speaker — that  there  were  so  many 
of  these  Bills,  instead  of  having  the  provisions 
embodied  in  one  Bill.  They  had  one  Bill  one 
session,  an  amending  Bill  next  session,  and  a 
consolidation  Bill  after  that,  and  so  it  went  on. 
He  could  not  conceive,  in  spite  of  what  the 
Minister  had  said,  that  there  was  any  urgency 
for  this  measure,  but,  as  it  contained  no  new 
principle,  he  did  not  see  why  they  should  object 
to  pass  it.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  if 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  his  friends  who 
supported  him,  would  abstain  from  threats  in 
connection  with  the  introduction  of  this  legis- 
lation, and  implying  another  turn  of  the 
screw.  He  believed  that  they  had  about 
overtaken  the  demand  for  this  kind  of  legis- 
lation, and  that  people  were  wearying  of  it. 
However,  he  saw  no  particular  reason  against 
passing  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  was  a  little  at  a  dis- 
advantage in  regard  to  most  of  the  speeches 
that  had  been  delivered  on  the  Bill,  because  he 
wished  to  confine  himself  to  the  Bill,  and  most 
of  the  speakers  had  talked  about  everything  else 
exoept  the  Bill.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs  said  that  people  were  tiring 
of  legislation  of  this  sort.    If  he  thought  that 
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this  legislation  was  doing  any  harm  he  should 
vote  against  it,  and  tell  his  constituents  that 
he  did  so,  and  not  praise  it  when  speaking 
at  Pitone  and  abuse  it  when  talking  in  the 
House.  Now  to  oome  to  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City :  Unlike  most  otber  speakers, 
he  had  spoken  of  the  Bill  and  had  attacked  it ; 
and  ho  (Mr.  Reeves)  wished  to  reply  to  one  or 
two  arguments  used  against  certain  clauses. 
First,  with  regard  to  clause  2.  That  was  the 
clause  which  was  to  allow  the  smaller  associa- 
tions of  people  to  register.  He  was  asked,  Who 
asked  for  that  clause,  and  what  was  the  use  of 
it  ?  Was  not  the  limit  in  the  Act  small  enough 
already  ?  It  was  suggested  that  nobody  what- 
ever had  asked  for  it,  and  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  was 
challenged  to  say  that  anybody  had.  Would 
honourable  gentlemen  be  astonished  if  he 
told  them  that  employers  had  askdd  for  this  ? 
Tbe  effect  of  the  Bill  was  to  give  employers 
as  fair  treatment  as  was  given  to  the  men,  and 
as  full  opportunity  of  registering  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  Act  as  the  men  had,  but 
by  an  oversight  in  the  original  Act  they  had 
forgotten  that  what  might  be  a  very  reasonable 
limit  in  the  case  of  the  men  was  not  a  reason- 
able limit  in  the  case  of  the  employers.  For 
instance,  in  a  certain  part  of  New  Zealand 
there  were  three  or  four  employers  who  em- 
ployed hundreds  of  men,  and  yet,  though  these 
men  could  register,  and  had  registered,  there 
not  being  seven  of  these  employers  they  could 
not  register.  It  was  for  this  reason  this  clause 
had  been  brought  in.  He  appealed  fearlessly 
to  the  majority  to  allow  such  employers  in 
the  colony  as  wanted  to  take  advantage  of  the 
Act  to  have  every  facility  they  could  to  do 
so.  Then,  as  to  the  question  of  clause  5,  which 
had  been  attacked  by  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City,  they  were  told  —  who  ever 
heard  of  such  a  thing  t — that  the  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  deal  with  disputes  between  em- 
ployers and  the  people  they  were  employing, 
and  that  once  a  man  had  left  the  employ  of 
his  employer — once  that  tie  had  been  severed 
— the  Court  of  Arbitration  or  the  Board  of 
Conciliation  could  have  no  cognisance  of  any 
dispute  between  them.  What  would  be  the 
result  of  that?  Simply  to  make  the  Act  a 
dead-letter — simply  to  encourage  and  foment 
strikes  and  lock-outs,  which  the  main  Act  had 
been  passed  to  prevent — simply  to  throw  it  into 
the  power  of  an  unscrupulous  employer  or  of  an 
excited  and  unscrupulous  union  to  defeat  and 
evade  the  Act — to  hold  out  a  strong  temptation 
to  unions  that  wanted  to  strike,  or  to  employers 
who  wanted  to  lock  their  men  out  to  do  it. 
If  this  clause  was  not  passed,  according  to  the 
decision  in  South  Australia,  what  would  be  the 
position  ?  If  there  was  any  dispute  between  a 
master  and  his  men,  all  the  master  had  to  do, 
who  did  not  want  to  come  under  the  Act,  was  to 
lock  the  men  out,  and  the  moment  he  had  done 
that  jurisdiction  would  cease.  The  same  with  a 
union :  if  a  union  wanted  not  to  arbitrate  but 
to  strike,  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  strike  at 
once  before  the  Court  could  be  invoked,  and 
then  the  Court  had  no  jurisdiction  under  the 
Act.  Now,  the  object  of  putting  the  clause  in 
Mr.  Reeve* 


was  to  say  that,  although  the  men  were  looked 
out,  or  the  union  had  struck,  still  within  three 
months  the  Court  should  have  jurisdiction. 
All  he  asked  was,  if  they  were  not  going  to 
give  the  Court  an  opportunity  of  putting  an 
end  to  strikes,  what  was  the  use  of  an  Arbitra- 
tion Act?  Were  honourable  members  pre- 
pared to  say  that  once  a  strike  had  broken  oat 
the  Court  of  Arbitration  should  stand  still  and 
be  unable  to  do  anything?  Was  it  the  object 
of  the  Parliament  that  had  passed  the  Bill  to 
say  that  if  once  a  dispute  had  broken  out  no- 
thing could  be  done  by  the  State  ?  Of  course 
it  was  not.  On  the  contrary,  the  intention  of 
those  who  passed  the  Bill  was  to  give  the  State* 
power  to  prevent  strikes,  and  to  step  in  and  stop 
them  if  they  had  broken  out.  That  was  why 
this  clause  was  put  in.  It  had  been  urged  upon 
him  privately  outside  the  House  that  three- 
months  was  too  long  a  time  ;  that  it  ought  to 
be  shorter.  Very  well,  that  was  a  question  for 
fair  discussion  in  Committee,  but  was  not  a 
reason  for  indulging  in  interminable  speeches 
against  Liberal  legislation  in  the  future,  or 
against  the  main  Act,  or  the  Liberal  party, 
or  the  trades-unions,  or  the  character  and 
occupation  of  the  Minister  of  Labour.  All 
these  things  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  as  to  whether  three  months  was  a 
reasonable  period,  or  whether  two  months  or 
even  one  would  be  more  reasonable.  That 
was  a  question  for  fair  discussion,  and  the 
Government  would  be  quite  ready  to  hear  dis- 
cussion. There  was  no  objection  to  discuss- 
ing the  Bill,  but  when  time  was  precious  there 
was  naturally  an  objection  to  discussing  every- 
thing except  the  Bill.  Here  was  the  Bill  before 
the  House,  and  he  invited  the  House  to  discuss- 
that.  The  wish  of  the  Government  was  in 
every  way  to  have  it  fairly  discussed.  The 
statement  had  been  made  that  nothing  had 
been  done  since  the  Act  came  into  force.  No- 
thing could  be  more  contrary  to  fact.  The 
work  under  the  Act — preliminary  work — had 
been  going  on  quietly  and  successfully.  Be- 
cause it  had  gone  on  quietly  honourable  gentle- 
men had  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  nothing, 
was  done.  Nothing  was  more  contrary  to  fact. 
Not  less  than  sixty -one  unions  were  regis- 
tered under  the  Act.  The  pick  and  flower  of 
the  labour  of  the  colony  had  come  in  under 
the  original  Act  to  take  advantage  of  it: 
that  was  to  say,  they  were  prepared  to  surren- 
der their  right  to  strike — prepared  to  submit  - 
their  disputes  to  fair  arbitration  and  concilia- 
tion. Employers  were  being  registered,  and 
the  only  reason  that  more  had  not  been  was 
because  of  certain  defects  in  the  Act.  He  might 
say  that  more  unions  were  registering  at  the 
present  time  ;  and  the  reason  why  he  had  not- 
attempted  to  have  the  elections  held  and  to  put 
the  machinery  in  operation  was  that  he  wished 
to  have  as  many  unions  registered  as  possible 
before  the  elections  were  held:  that  was,  he 
wished  to  make  the  elections  as  representative 
as  possible,  and  to  have  the  labour  constituency 
spread  over  as  wide  an  area  as  possible.  That 
applied  not  only  to  the  unions,  but  to  the  em- 
ployers.   Now,  having  shown  the  House  that- 
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the  preliminary  work  under  the  Act  had  been 
going  on,  he  wished  to  say  that  it  was  exceed- 
ingly desirable  that  the  machinery  of  the  Act 
should  be  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  it  was 
simply  in  order  to  perfect  the  machinery  that 
this  Bill  was  brought  in.  If  the  majority  of 
the  House  or  of  the  other  Chamber  wished  to 
throw  this  Bill  out,  let  them  throw  it  out,  but 
on  them  would  lie  the  responsibility,  and  the 
country  should  know  that.  The  country  at  the 
last  general  election  declared  in  favour  of  the 
main  Act — declared  in  favour  of  the  experiment 
being  made  of  substituting  arbitration  and 
conciliation  for  strikes  and  lock-outs.  Now,  he 
said  it  was  only  reasonable  and  fair  that,  the 
country  having  declared  for  the  experiment, 
it  should  be  made  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances,  and  that  those  who  had  to  ad- 
minister the  Act  should  have  as  perfect  machi- 
nery as  the  Legislature  could  possibly  give 
them  to  administer  the  Act  with.  That  was 
what  they  asked.  But  let  not  those  who  were 
opposing  the  measure  fancy  for  a  moment  that 
by  burking  this  amending  Bill  they  would  pre- 
vent the  main  Act  from  coming  into  operation. 
It  would  come  into  operation,  and  that  within 
■a  few  weeks.  All  he  said  was  that  he  thought 
the  machinery  would  be  better,  the  consti- 
tuencies wider,  and  the  employers  in  par- 
ticular would  get  fairer  treatment,  and  the 
chances  of  the  success  of  this  Act  would  be 
better,  if  this  amending  Bill  were  passed.  For 
these  reasons,  and  for  these  reasons  alone,  he 
asked  the  House  to  pass  it ;  but  if  the  House 
did  not  want  to  pass  it,  let  them  throw  it  out : 
only  let  those  who  threw  it  out  take  the  respon- 
sibility in  case  of  industrial  troubles  ensuing, 
■and  ensuing  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  present 
time.  He  was  not  using  mere  idle  words. 
There  was  a  reason,  and  a  grave  reason,  why 
the  Arbitration  Act  should  be  brought  into 
operation,  and  within  a  few  weeks  brought  into 
operation  it  would  be.  He  had  only  to  ask  the 
House  to  make  the  machinery  as  good  as  pos- 
sible, but  the  House  could  refuse  to  do  that  if 
at  liked.  Having  said  this,  he  asked  the  House 
to  discuss  the  details  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  committed. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

SALE  OF  GOODS  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  24. — Market  overt. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  clause  be 
struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
«'  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Allen 

Bell 

•Buick 

Button 

<3adman 

Carroll 

-Collins 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Graham 


Ayes,  86. 
Green 
Hall -Jones 
Harris 
Houston 
Hutchison,  G. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyoe 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
La  wry 
Mackintosh 


Maslin 

McGowan 

McGuire 

McKenzie,  J. 

McLachlan 

McNab 

Millar 

Morrison 

Pinker  ton 

Pi  rani 


Reeves 

Stevens                     Tellers. 

Seddon 

Tanner               Hogg 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Thompson,  T.    Mills. 

Noes,  19. 

Buddo 

McKenzie,  R.    Thompson,  R, 

Carnell 

Mitchelson         Willis 

Crowther 

Newman            Wilson. 

Earnshaw 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Flatman 

Smith,  G.  J.             Tellers. 

Lang 

Steward             Montgomery 

Massey 

Te  Ao                 Stout. 

Majority  for,  19. 

Clause  retained. 

Bill  reported 

1,  and  read  a  third  time. 

CORRUPT  PRACTICES  PREVENTION 

BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  3. — No  payment  for  election  expenses 
to  be  made  except  by  the  candidate. 

Mr.  HOGG  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  24. 

Buick 

Maslin 

Steward 

Button 

McNab 

Tanner 

Carnoross 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  R. 

Graham 

Morrison 

Willis 

Green 

Newman 

Wilson. 

Hall 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Tellers. 

Hall- Jones 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Hogg 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Smith,  G.  J. 

Pirani. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Noes,  36. 

Allen 

Hutchison,  G. 

Mills 

Bell 

Kelly,  W. 

Mitchelson 

Buddo 

Lang 

Pinkerton 

C  adman 

La  wry 

Reeves 

Carnell 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Carroll 

Mackintosh 

Saunders 

Collins 

Massey 

Seddon 

Crowther 

MoGowan 

Stevens 

Duncan 

McGuire 

Thompson,  T. 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

McKenzie,  R. 

Earnshaw 

Heke 

McLachlan 

Harris. 

Houston 

Paib. 

For. 

Against. 

Parata. 

Stout. 

Majority  against,  12. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved,  That  the  Chairman  do 
leave  the  chair. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buick 

Carncross 

Collins 

Graham 

Green 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 


AYE8,  24. 

Maslin 
McNab 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
Newman 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 
Willis 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Hogg 
Pirani. 
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Allen     . 

Bell 

Buddo 

GadmaD 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Hutchison,  G. 

For. 
Button 
Parata 
Te  Ao. 


Noes,  83. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Mackintosh 

Massey 

McGowan 

McGuire 

McKenzie,  J. 

MoKenzie,  R. 

McLaohlan 


Mills 

O'Regan 

Pinkerton 

Reeves 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Stevens. 

Tellers. 
Harris 
Thompson,  T. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Houston 
Stout 
Millar. 


Majority  against,  9. 

Motion  negatived. 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved  to  amend  subsec- 
tion (b)  to  read  "  No  money  shall  be  provided 
by  any  person  other  than  the  candidate  for 
any  expenses    .     .     ." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  word  'All*  stand  part  of  the  sub- 
section." 

Ayes,  82. 
Bell  Hutchison,  W.  Russell,  G.  W. 

Buick  Mackintosh       Saunders 

Cadman  McGowan  Seddon 

-Carncross  McKenzie,  J.     Smith,  G.  J. 

Carroll  McKenzie,  R.    Stevens 

Collins  McNab  Tanner 

Duncan  Montgomery      Thompson,  T. 

Graham  Morrison  Willis. 

Hall  Pinkerton  Tellers. 

Hall-Jones         Pirani  Harris 

Hogg  Reeves  Mills. 


Allen 

Buddo 

Crowther 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Green 

Heke 


Noes,  22. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Lawry 
Maslin 
Massey 
McGuire 


Newman 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Steward 
Thompson,  R. 

Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Wilson. 


Hutchison,  G.   McLaohlan 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Houston  Button 

Millar  Te  Ao 

Stout.  Parata. 

Majority  for,  10. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  14—  Limit  of  election  expenses. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  words  "  two 
hundred "  be  inserted  in  the  blank  before  the 
word  "pounds." 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  24. 
Bell  Fraser  Massey 

Cadman  Heke  McKenzie,  R. 

Carroll  Hutchison,  W.  Mills 

Collins  Mackenzie,  T.   Montgomery 


Pinkerton 
Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Seddon 

Buddo 

Buiok 

Carnell 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 


Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 

Noes,  24. 
Hall-Jones 
Harris 
Hogg 
Lang 
Lawry 
Maslin 
McGuire 
MoLachlan 


Willis. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Pirani. 


McNab 
Morrison 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Steward 
Thompson,  R. 

Tellers. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 


The  Chairman  gave  his  casting-vote  with  the- 
"  Ayes." 
Words  inserted. 
Progress  reported. 

UNCLAIMED  MONEYS  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  1.— Short  title. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  to  report  pro- 
gress. 

Ayes,  19. 
Bell  Heke  Russell,  W.  R. 

Buddo  Kelly,  J.  W.       Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell  Lang  Tanner. 

Crowther  Massey 

Duncan  McNab  Tellers. 

Graham  Montgomery      Mackenzie,  T» 

Hall-Jones         Pinkerton  McKenzie,  R. 


Buick 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Collins 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 


For. 
Button 
Green 
Parata 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Noes,  26. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McLaohlan 
Morrison 
Pirani 
Reeves 
Seddon 

Pairs. 


Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Thompson,  R_ 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Carnoross 
Mills. 


Against. 
Houston 
Mackintosh 
Stout 
Millar 
McKenzie,  J. 


Majority  against,  7. 
Motion  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  seventeen  minutes 
past  one  o'clock  a.m. 
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Railway  — Flockown era*  Rent  and  Sheep-tax  — 
Crown  Tenants'  Rents  and  Sheep-tax— Bunny- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.]       Bank  of  New  Zealand       [HOU  SE.] 


and  Banking  Bill. 


87 


thorpe  Dairy  Cows— Cattle  and  Sheep  for  Export 
— Kaiapoi  Embankments— Mullet-Country  Mails 
—  D.  Glendining  —  Consulting  Electrician  — De- 
puty Public  Trustee  — Late  Constable  Leahy  — 
Billiard-rooms— North  Island  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
way—Inspection of  Ships,  Ac  —  Eaipara  Port 
Charges— Taieri  River  Floods—"  George  Thomp- 
son"—Treaty  with  Canada  — Public  Trust  and 
Post-Office  SavingB-Bauk  Funds— Otago  Central 
Railway— Makuri  Telephone— Kahurangi  Light- 
house—Boot and  Shoe  Imports  —  Alcoholic  Li- 
quors Sale  Control  Bill— Whakatane  Telephone- 
office  —  Public  Accounts  —  Styx- Belfast  Tele- 
phone —  Sinking  Funds  —  Pomologist — Govern- 
ment Insurance  Loans— Martini-Henry  Rifles- 
Customs  Tariff  Bill— Waikopiro  Block— Standing 
Orders  Committee— Martini-Henry  Ammunition 
—Chairman  of  the  Benevolent  Trustees— Native 
Birds  on  Little  Barrier  Island— Territorial  Reve- 
nues—Limited-liability  Companies— Wellington 
Technical  School— Legal  Services  of  Members  of 
Parliament— Mortgages— Borough  Reserves  and 
Endowments— Coal-miners  Relief  Fund  -r  Tim- 
ber shipped  to  England— Foxton  Wharf— Grey- 
mouth-Brunner  Coalfield  Railway  —  Adjourn- 
ment—Alcoholic Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Native  Rights  Bill,  Kohoao  Restriction  Bill. 

BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  AND 
BANKING  BILL. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Sir,  beforo  yon  pro- 
ceed to  the  questions,  I  should  like  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  faot  that  you 
have  just  announced  that  the  Governor  has 
assented  to  "The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and 
Banking  Act,  1895."  That  being  so,  I  want  to 
know  how  it  is  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee, which  was  ordered  by  this  House  to  investi- 
gate this  matter,  has  not  yet  been  laid  on  the 
table,  and  consequently  cannot  be  entered  in 
the  Journals  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  is 
a  day  behind  the  fair.  When  the  Government 
wanted  to  do  that  the  Government  was  blocked. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes  ;  absolutely  blocked. 

Mr.  BELL. — You  were  asked  to  do  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And  we  could  only  do  what 
we  did.  I  asked  the  House  to  wait  until  we  got 
a  complete  return,  and  it  would  not  do  that. 
All  I  got  done  was  to  have  the  report  read. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  report  ought  to 
be  presented  and  laid  on  the  table  as  one  of 
the  records  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  report  itself  was  read, 
and  that  is  all  that  was  done. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  ought  to  be  bound  up 
in  the  Appendices  to  the  Journals  of  the  House. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ought  to  pre- 
sent it;  otherwise  I  cannot  see  how  it  oan  be 
bound  np  with  the  Appendices  to  the  Journals. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  presented  the  report, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  but  it  was 
distinctly  understood  there  was  to  be  a  motion 
that  it  do  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No;  it  was  to  be  distributed 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— My  recollection  is  that,  as 


soon  as  the  copy  that  was  read  was  corrected, 
it  would  be  presented  to  the  House. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Might  I  ask,  where  is  the 
report  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  believe  it  has  been  dis- 
tributed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 
I  presume  the  Clerk  must  still  have  tho  custody 
of  what  he  read. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— But  the  Clerk  cannot  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  move,  That  the  report  be 
laid  on  the  table  now. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  cannot  move  that. 
The  report  must  first  be  brought  up. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Should  I  be  in  order 
in  getting  it  and  laying  it  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  — I  was  Acting-Chair- 
man of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  Committee 
through  the  ill-health  of  the  proper  Chairman. 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  bring  up  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  and  move,  That  it  do  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— I  do  not  intend  to 
delay  the  House  over  this  matter.  All  I  wish 
to  say  is 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honourable  gentle- 
man can  only  speak  with  regard  to  any  irregu- 
larity that  has  taken  place.  The  main  question 
of  the  Bank  Bill  has  been  disposed  of,  and  I 
considered  the  presentation  was  to  be  merely 
formal  in  order  that  the  report  might  be  placed 
with  the  records  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  should  like  to  ask  if  the 
minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Com- 
mittee accompany  that  report.  I  do  not  mean 
the  balance-sheets. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — The  minutes  of  evidence  are 
there. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— All  the  minutes  of  evi- 
dence which  the  Committee  consider  should  be 
published  are  attached  to  the  report. 

Mr.  BELL.— Am  I  in  order  if  I  move  that 
the  report  be  referred  back,  with  a  direction  to 
attach  the  evidence  to  the  report— the  evidence 
taken  by  them  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  only  to  waste  time  to  permit  such  a  motion, 
now  the  Committee  no  longer  exists. 

Mr.  BELL. — No ;  it  is  only  to  get  the  evi- 
denoe  attached  to  the  report. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  consider  that  would  be 
most  irregular— to  call  for  all  the  evidence  of 
a  Committee  of  secresy. 

Motion,  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed,  agreed  to. 

PRIORITY  OF  CROWN  DEBTS. 
Mr.  BELL  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will,  this  session,  introduce  an  Act  to 
repeal  the  following  section  (148)  of  "The 
Bankruptcy  Act,  1892  "  :  "  Save  as  herein  pro- 
vided, the  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  the 
remedies  against  the  property  of  a  debtor,  the 
priorities  of  debts,  the  effect  of  a  composition, 
and  the  effect  of  a  discharge  shall  bind  the 
Crown,"  by  which  section  the  priority  of  the 
Crown  for  Crown  debts  was  surrendered ;  and 
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whether  such  repeal  is  not  necessary,  having 
regard  to  the  provisions  of  section  2  of  "  The 
Law  Amendment  Act,  1882,"  by  which  the  law 
of  bankruptcy  as  to  priorities  is  applied  to  the 
liquidation  of  companies  ?  He  asked  this  ques- 
tion some  time  ago,  and,  at  the  request  of  the 
Premier,  he  withdrew  it,  because  the  Premier 
did  not  desire  at  that  moment  to  answer  any 
question  directly  or  indirectly  affecting  any 
banking  institution.  The  question  did  not 
specially  relate  to  any  banking  institution.  It 
appeared  to  him  that,  as  the  colony  was  now 
the  creditor  in  large  sums  of  more  than  one 
institution,  it  would  be  advisable  to  repeal  the 
provision  which  had  crept  into  the  Act  of  1892, 
when  our  circumstances  were  entirely  different, 

3  0  and  when  the  desire  was  that  they 
'  should  not  rank  in  a  small  estate  in 
priority  to  the  ordinary  creditors. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  opinion  of  the  de- 
partment was  that  such  a  Bill  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  suggested  was  nob  necessary, 
because  they  did  nob  think  the  section  to  which 
he  referred  took  away  the  right  of  priority  of 
the  Crown  in  the  case.  They  relied  chiefly  on 
an  English  case,  In  re  The  Oriental  Banking 
Corporation,  ex  parte  The  Crown,  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  find  in  Law  Re- 
ports, Chancery  Division,  vol.  28,  page  643. 

NOXIOUS  INSECT-PESTS. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, If  he  will  make  arrangements  for  an  ex- 
pert to  investigate  the  infection  caused  by 
noxious  insect-pests  throughout  the  colony,  and 
which  at  present  are  specially  causing  so  much 
anxiety  to  hop-growers  m  the  Provincial  District 
of  Nelson  ?  He  wished  to  point  out  that  a  great 
number  of  small  settlers  living  in  the  Waimea 
portion  of  his  electorate  had  taken  up  hop-grow- 
ing, from  which  they  derived  a  small  income 
annually,  and,  recognising  the  good  work  which 
had  been  done  already  by  the  dairy  experts  and 
others  going  round  the  country  disseminating 
useful  information,  he  would  be  glad  if  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  would  see  his  way  to 
appoint  somebody  to  give  valuable  information 
to  those  engaged  in  an  industry  like  this,  which 
was  of  very  great  importance  to  this  colony. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  many  of  the 
insect-pests  had  been  investigated  already,  and 
the  results  of  the  investigations  had  been  pub- 
lished in  the  publications  of  the  Agricultural 
Department.  He  might  say  that  no  special 
•complaint  had  reached  them  from  Nelson  with 
regard  to  the  hop  disease,  but  inquiry  would  be 
made,  and  if  it  were  found  that  it  was  doing 
any  serious  damage  an  inspection  would  be 
made. 

ABATTOIRS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

BILL. 
Mr.  MASLIN  asked  the  Premier,  When  the 
promised  Bill  to  amend  "  The  Abattoirs  and 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1894,"  will  be  brought 
down? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Bill  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Law  Draftsman,  and  he  hoped  to 
have  it  down  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
Mr.  Bell 


MR.  W.  H.  MONTGOMERY,  M.H.R. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  be  will  give  a  full  explanation  of  what 
he  referred  to  in  an  interjection  to  some  of  my 
remarks  on  the  disqualification  clause  in  the 
Bank  Bill  on  Saturday  morning  last,  that  "  I 
had  better  hold  my  tongue  on  that  subject "  ; 
and  if  he  will  either  substantiate  the  innuendo, 
or  express  regret  for  having  used  the  words? 
He  was  loth  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
with  what  must  be  purely  a  personal  matter, 
and  he  hoped  honourable  members  would  ex- 
ouse  him  under  the  circumstances.  When 
speaking  in  Committee  on  the  Bank  Bill  re- 
cently he  referred  to  the  Disqualification  Act 
and  to  the  question  of  the  Serjeant-at-Arms. 
The  Premier  interrupted  him,  somewhat  rudely 
he  thought,  by  saying  that  he  (Mr.  Montgomery) 
had  better  hold  his  tongue  on  the  subject,  or 
words  to  that   effect.     Now,  at   the  time  he 

iMr.  Montgomery)  took  no  notice,  because  the 
Vernier,  like  most  of  them,  was  tired,  and 
somewhat  irritated  with  the  opposition  made 
to  some  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill.  He  would 
not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any 
further  allusion  to  the  matter  had  it  not 
been  that  the  reports  published  in  the  news- 
papers had  put  the  affair  in  what,  he  thought, 
was  a  different  light.  When  he  went  down 
south  to  Canterbury  next  day  he  found  re- 
ports in  the  newspapers  there  which  put  the 
Premier's  remark  in  a  more  offensive  way,  he 
thought,  than  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
uttered  it,  and  it  did  seem  from  the  report 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  stopped 
his  observations,  and  a  number  of  people  asked 
him  what  it  was  that  the  Premier  alluded 
to  in  reference  to  the  Disqualification  Act  in 
which  he  (Mr.  Montgomery)  was  concerned, 
and  it  was  hinted  to  him  by  a  number  of 
persons  that  he  had  something  to  conceal  in 
the  matter  which  the  Premier  had  alluded 
to.  He  just  wished  to  say  that  he  had  taken 
this  opportunity  in  order  to  enable  the  Pre- 
mier to  give  an  explanation,  first,  as  to  what 
he  was  saying  at  the  time,  and,  secondly, 
in  order  to  make  it  clear  to  every  one  that  he 
(Mr.  Montgomery)  had  nothing  to  conceal  in 
this  matter  in  any  way.  Last  year,  when  the 
Serjeant-at-Arms  question  came  before  the 
House,  he  did  not  support  the  Premier  in  his 
motion.  He  voted  against  the  motion  of  want 
of  confidence  moved  by  Sir  Robert  Stout  to  take 
the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the  House 
altogether  and  refer  the  appointment  to  the 
Governor ;  but  on  the  test  and  crucial  question 
proposed  by  the  Premier,  that  Colonel  Fraaer 
should  perform  the  duties  of  Serjeant-at-Arms, 
he  voted  against  the  Government,  and  he 
thought  the  Premier  ought  to  have  recollected 
that,  the  more  so  because  when  he  was  asked 
to  move  the  Address  in  Reply  he  assured  the 
Premier  that  nothing  would  induce  him  to 
support  his  action  on  the  Serjeant-at-Arms 
question.  He  only  made  this  explanation  in 
order  to  clear  up  what  was  a  personal  matter, 
and  he  hoped  the  Premier  would  fully  and 
completely  explain  what  he  meant. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
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man  had  the  courtesy  to  show  him  this  notice 
•of  question  before  he  put  it  on  the  Order  Paper, 
and  asked  him  whether  he  had  any  objec- 
tion to  its  being  asked,  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
said,  **  Certainly  not."  He  had  here  the  report 
of  what  occurred.  This  was  an  extract  taken 
from  the  Evening  Post,  and  he  took  it  for 
granted  that,  at  all  events,  if  there  was  any 
capital  that  could  be  made  out  of  anything 
he  had  Raid,  then  this  paper  would  not  have 
missed  tne  opportunity.  Now,  this  was  what 
-was  said : — 

*'  Mr.  Montgomery  said  the  Disqualification 
Act  was  an  admirable  one.    After  the  incident 

of  the  Serjeant-at-Arms The   Premier, 

lotto  voce :  '  You  had  better  hold  your  tongue 
over  that.' " 

Well,  lie  thought  that  what  he  said  was  very 
plain,  and  that  what  the  honourable  member 
for  Ellesmere  said  was  very  plain.  Now  the 
honourable  member  asked  him  what  he  had 
in  his  mind  at  the  time,  he  presumed,  and  he 
would  tell  him.  On  two  occasions  there  were 
no- confidence  motions  moved  in  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  matter  referred  to :  one  on 
the  27th  June,  when  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
vernment  was  challenged  on  this  question  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  when  the  honour- 
Able  gentleman  voted  with  the  Government. 
Then,  on  the  28th  June,  when  they  were  chal- 
lenged a  second  time,  he  again  voted  with 
the  Government.  He  had  it  on  the  very  best 
Authority  that  when  the  honourable  member 
was  addressing  his  constituents  he  then  said 
that  the  Government  had  done  it,  and  it  was  a 
matter  of  small  moment :  in  fact,  he  treated 
it  as  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence. 
He  therefore  considered,  himself,  that  for  the 
honourable  gentleman,  on  the  occasion  referred 
to  in  the  question,  to  attack  the  Government, 
and  to  attack  his  leader  under  such  circum- 
stances, was  so  me  what  out  of  place.  That 
was  what  he  thought  at  the  time,  and  that  was 
why  he  made  the  statement  he  did.  Now,  the 
honourable  member  had  asked  the  question 
whether  he  knew  anything  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  had  done  that  brought 
him  within  the  Disqualification  Act.  His 
Answer  to  that  was  absolutely  and  positively 
No.  He  had  not  the  slightest  knowledge  at 
the  time  or  since  of  anything  which  reflected 
in  the  slightest  on  the  honourable  member,  or 
brought  him  within  the  terms  of  the  Disqualifi- 
•cation  Act.  The  only  thing  he  did  regret  in 
reference  to  this  matter  was  this  :  that  a  well- 
known  writer  in  the  Evening  Post  had  brought 
out  a  matter  which  was  not,  at  the  time  he 
made  the  interjection  complained  of,  within 
his  (Mr.  Seddon 'b)  knowledge  at  all,  and  the 
-writer  had  done  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  a 
reflection  upon  his  once  chief,  "his  colleague, 
And  one  who  was  ever  his  friend.  And  that  any- 
thing he  could  have  said  should  be  so  twisted 
as  to  cause  one  pang  of  pain  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Montgomery,  the  father  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere — that  anything  he  had 
said  in  this  matter  should  have  given  the 
opportunity  and  enabled  the  same  to  be  so 
-construed  and  twisted  into  a  reflection  upon 


him,  and  to  have  occasioned  him  pain — he  did 
deeply  regret.  The  responsibility,  however, 
was  upon  the  person  who  was  well  known  to  be 
the  writer  of  the  article  that  had  done  this 
wrong  to  a  strictly  upright  and  honourable 
man.  He  himself  was  not  aware  at  the  time 
that  accidentally  many  years  ago  a  technical 
breach  of  the  law  had  occurred.  That  was 
years  before  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  came  into  Parlia- 
ment, and  he  had  no  thought  of  it  in  his  mind 
at  the  time  he  made  the  interjection  now  com- 
plained of,  and  the  subject-matter  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

TAKANAKI  UNIVERSITY  RESERVE. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Education,  When  was  the  10,000  acres  of  land 
in  the  Taranaki  District,  set  aside  for  university 
purposes  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Taranaki, 
as  provided  by  the  University  Act  of  1873, 
diverted  to  Colonial  University  purposes;  or 
was  the  Minister  of  Lands  labouring  under  a 
false  impression  when  he  said  it  was?  Will  he 
explain  the  true  position  of  the  said  endow- 
ment? This  was  a  very  important  question, 
and  he  had  pot  it  on  the  Order  Paper  on 
behalf  of  the  people  in  his  district  who  were 
interested. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that  the  New  Zealand 
University  Act  of  1874  prescribed  that  the 
10,000  acres  in  the  Taranaki  District  referred 
to  in  the  schedule  to  the  University  Endow- 
ment Act  of  1868  were  to  be  defined,  and  were 
thereupon  to  be  deemed  to  have  been  reserved 
under  the  Act  of  1868.  It  was  also  ordered  in 
the  same  section  of  the  Act  of  1874  (section  30) 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Otago  reserves, 
whioh  were  given  to  the  University  of  Otago, 
aU  reserves  made  under  the  Act  of  1868  were 
to  be  used  "  for  promoting  higher  education  in 
the  respective  provinces  in  which  such  reserves 
were  situate,  in  such  manner  as  the  General 
Assembly  may  from  time  to  time  determine." 
That  was  the  position  at  the  present  time — 
that  land-endowment  had  been  reserved  for  the 
purposes  of  higher  education  in  the  Taranaki 
District. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked,  if  the  Council  of 
the  Middle  New  Zealand  University  District 
applied  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  this 
endowment,  would  this  be  the  answer  he  would 
give? 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  Yes. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  altogether  right  in  his 
question.  He  (Mr.  J.  McKenzie)  had  not  said 
this  endowment  was  being  diverted  to  Colonial 
University  purposes.  What  he  said  was  that 
the  revenue  received  frem  it  was  paid  into  the 
fund  for  the  time,  and  that  was  so. 

RETURNS  ORDERED. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Premier,  When  the 
following  returns  ordered  by  the  House  will  be 
furnished,  namely:  (1)  Regarding  cadctships, 
ordered  on  the  27th  June  ;  (2)  regarding  ex- 
penditure under  Native  purposes,  ordered  on 
the  12th  July?  He  wished  to  point  out  that 
it  seemed  to  have  taken  an  enormous  amount 
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of  time  to  furnish  these  two  returns,  which 
were  ordered  so  far  back  as  the  27th  June 
in  the  case  of  the  one  regarding  cadetships, 
and  the  12th  July  in  the  case  of  the  one 
regarding  expenditure  under  Native  purposes. 
As  far  as  the  first  one  was  concerned,  a  junior 
clerk  ought  to  do  the  whole  work  it  involved  in 
an  hour. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  looked  up  these 
returns  which  had  been  ordered,  and  he  might 
say  that  he  had  asked  for  them  when  the 
honourable  member  gave  his  notice.  He  got 
a  note  immediately  he  laid  the  one  regarding 
cadetships  on  the  table,  asking  him,  when  he 
came  to  the  question,  to  get  leave  to  with- 
draw that  return  in  order  to  have  a  correction 
made  in  it.  His  colleague  the  Minister  of 
Education  told  him  that  there  were  two  cadets 
mentioned  who  had  passed  the  examination 
and  who  were  not  marked  in  the  return.  He 
therefore  asked  leave  to  withdraw  this  return. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Why  not  lay  an  amended 
return  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  let  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  have  it  the  next  day.  It  would 
not  take  much  time  to  make  the  correction. 
As  regarded  the  other  return,  he  would  look 
into  the  matter,  and  probably  would  have  it 
the  next  day. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand that  the  honourable  gentleman  intended 
to  withdraw  a  return  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  merely  wanted  to  add 
as  a  footnote  to  it  the  names  of  the  two  cadets 
who  had  passed  the  examination  and  were  not 
mentioned.  There  were  two  cadets  mentioned 
— Rowley  and  Buchanan — who  had  passed  the 
examination  since.  Now,  the  order  of  the 
House  was  that  those  who  had  passed  since 
were  to  be  mentioned.  That  was  omitted  from 
the  return.  It  would  not  take  the  clerk  five 
minutes  to  do  it.  He  would  get  it  rectified  in 
half  an  hour,  and  lay  the  return  on  the  table 
again  that  afternoon. 

Captain  RUSSELL  did  not  know  that  there 
was  very  much  objection  to  the  return  being 
withdrawn,  except  in  regard  to  the  principle 
that  once  returns  were  laid  on  the  table  they 
were  the  property  of  Parliament,  and  ceased 
to  belong  to  Ministers.  Therefore  they  should 
not  allow  something  to  be  done  which  would 
be  detrimental  to  their  privileges.  If  returns 
when  they  were  brought  down  were  found  not 
to  be  quite  correct,  the  way  to  put  the  matter 
right  would  be  to  subsequently  bring  down  an 
amended  return  and  lay  it  on  the  table ;  but  the 
first  return  should  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  they  should  be  allowed 
to  take  it  back  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
alteration. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  his  return  related, 
first,  to  persons  who  had  been  appointed  to 
cadetships  in  the  Civil  Service  in  1892,  1893, 
and  1894,  after  passing  examinations;  and, 
second,  to  persons  who  had  been  appointed  to 
cadetships  without  passing  examinations. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  point  was  as  to 
Sir  R.  Stout 


persons  who  had  been  appointed  without  any 
examination. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  was  not  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  said.  He  had  stated 
that  they  had  been  examined  after  appoint- 
ment. 

Mr.  REEVES  did  not  think  the  matter  wa» 
one  of  very  great  importance.  He  had  not 
seen  the  report  at  all  until  it  was  brought 
down.  His  officers  ought  to  have  drawn  hia 
attention  to  the  fact  that  two  appointments  of 
cadets  had  been  made  without  examination. 
If  he  remembered  correctly,  both  the  cadets- 
referred  to  had  passed  the  Civil  Service  exami- 
nations— both  the  senior  and  the  junior.  They 
were  appointed  temporarily,  in  order  to  enable 
them,  after  passing  the  junior  examination,  to- 
come  up  in  the  following  year  for  the  senior. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  appointments  were 
illegal. 

Motion  for  leave  to  withdraw  the  report- 
negatived. 

MARTON-MANGAONOHO  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, If  he  will  direct  that  the  existing  very 
unsatisfactory  time-table  for  the  Marton-Ma- 
ngaonoho  railway-line  be  so  altered  as  to  give 
the  public  reasonable  facilities  for  travelling; 
daily  to  and  from  each  place,  and  thus  avoid 
the  great  trouble  and  inconvenience  to  which 
settlers  are  at  present  subjected  ?  The  publio- 
in  the  locality  were  put  to  very  great  incon- 
venience on  account  of  the  train  arrange- 
ments. For  example,  on  Mondays  the  train 
left  Marton  at  ten  minutes  to  ten  o'clock,, 
remaining  only  an  hour  at  Mangaonoho,  and? 
then  returned,*  bo  that  any  person  wishing  to 
do  business  was  absolutely  unable  to  do  it.  Ons 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays  travellers  were  com- 
pelled to  remain  until  dark  before  they  could 
return.  The  distance  was  only  about  twenty- 
three  miles.  And  there  were  other  difficulties 
with  regard  to  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays:  tra- 
vellers arrived  at  Mangaonoho  at  eleven  o'clock 
and  remained  until  ten  minutes  to  five  o'clock. 
This  was  not  a  very  great  inconvenience ;  but 
on  the  other  days  there  was  a  positive  incon- 
venience, and  the  matter  had  caused  more 
dissatisfaction,  not  only  amongst  the  people 
in  the  locality  but  amongst  all  persons  who- 
wished  to  travel  by  the  rail  way- lines  on  the 
coast.  He  hoped  the  railway  system  of  New 
Zealand  was  not  like  the  laws  of  the  Medea 
and  Persians,  in  so  far  that  it  could  not  be 
altered,  and  he  trusted  the  department  would 
take  into  consideration  the  means  by  which  the 
public  would  be  afforded  some  conveniences  for 
the  money  they  paid. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  had  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  the  Railway  Department  was  not 
conducted  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  —  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians;  and  he  was  prepared  to  alter  the 
regulations  as  often  as  the  interests  of   the 

Sublio  required  it  to  be  done.  The  district 
etween  Marton  and  Mangaonoho  had  for  a. 
long  time  past  been  steadily  progressing,  and 
as  each  new  soction  of  the  line  was  opened  the 
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time-table  required  adjusting.  It  bad  already 
been  altered  several  times  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  district.  At  present  there  were 
two  trains  each  way  every  day  except  Monday, 
and  this  service  had  been  arranged  after  full 
consultation  with  the  residents  of  the  district. 
Probably,  however,  it  was  only  a  question  of 
time  when  trains  would  have  to  run  through 
every  day  in  the  week.  Owing  to  special  cir- 
cumstances, to  put  on  another  train  on  Monday 
would  entail  an  addition  to  the  staff,  and  in- 
crease the  yearly  cost  of  working  by  about  £300, 
while  the  extra  business  likely  to  be  obtained 
by  so  doing  would  not  recoup  the  department 
its  outlay.  He  was  anxious  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  people  in  the  matter  as  far  as  possible, 
and  if  they  would  let  him  know  what  they  par- 
ticularly wanted  he  would  see  what  could  be 
done.  So  far,  however,  no  complaints  had  been 
received  from  them. 

FLOCKOWNERS*  RENT  AND  SHEEP-TAX. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  enormous  losses 
sustained  this  winter  by  flockowners  in  the  in- 
terior of  Canterbury  and  in  parts  of  Otago,  he 
will  arrange  for  the  suspension  of  the  sheep- 
tax,  or  for  a  remission  of  rents,  or  both  ?  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  subject  of  his  question 
bad  engaged  to  some  extent  the  consideration 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands,  but  he  doubted  very 
much  whether  honourable  members  generally 
were  at  all  aware  of  the  extraordinary  severity 
of  the  winter  in  the  district  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent.  When  he  said  that  there  had 
been  actually  32  degrees  of  frost — that  was  to 
say,  that  the  temperature  had  gone  down  to 
zero — that  any  vessels  that  could  hold  water 
were  burst  by  the  sharpness  of  the  freezing ; 
that  dogs  on  the  boundaries  of  runs  were  frozen 
in  their  collars ;  that  polo  ponies  had  been 
frozen  to  death,  and  were  standing  frozen  at  the 
present  time  on  runs  where  the  snow  was  5ft. 
and  Gft.  deep;  that  letter  after  letter  had  come 
to  him  from  gentlemen,  asking  that  something 
should  be  done  to  meet  their  case — he  thought 
the  House  would  see  that,  under  these  circum- 
stances of  exceptional  severity,  the  position  was 
very  crucial.  There  was  one  run  where  there 
were  a  few  weeks  ago  thirty  thousand  sheep, 
and  it  was  believed  that  there  was  not  a  single 
sheep  alive  on  the  run  now.  On  another  run, 
where  there  had  been  twenty  thousand  sheep, 
eight  sheep  had  been  found  in  one  mob,  and 
a  hundred  in  another  mob,  and  these  were 
believed  to  be  the  whole  of  the  sheep  remain- 
ing on  that  run.  Under  such  circumstances, 
the  tenants  could  not  afford  to  pay  their  rent ; 
and  he  had  received  letter  after  letter  on  the 
subject.  He  knew  that  the  Minister  had  had 
the  matter  under  consideration,  but  he  (Major 
Steward)  bad  placed  the  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  Minis- 
ter would  ask  the  House  to  meet  the  special 
circumstances  of  the  case  by  the  remission  of 
the  sheep- tax,  and  possibly  by  the  remission  of 
their  rents  for  a  time. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  did  not  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  much  to  complain 


of.  He  had  on  former  occasions  this  session,, 
from  his  place  in  the  House,  told  membera 
this  matter  would  be  taken  into  consideration! 
by  the  Government ;  and  honourable  members- 
would  do  well  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  seeing  that  they  were  consider- 
ing it.  They  had  better  do  this,  rather  than- 
try  to  get  a  little  cheap  popularity  by  putting, 
questions  of  this  kind  on  the  Order  Paper.  He- 
was  speaking  plainly,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  other  honourable  members,  no  doubt, 
raised  questions  of  this  sort  in  order  to  create* 
an  impression  in  the  mind  of  the  public  that 
the  whole  of  the  tax  on  sheep  should  be  sus- 
pended. Because  the  people  in  the  wilds  of 
the  South  Island  had  lost  a  large  number  of 
sheep,  surely  the  honourable  member  did  not 
wish  to  suspend  the  collection  of  the  sheep-tax 
over  the  whole  of  the  colony. 

Major  STEWARD.— No. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  had  informed  the  House- 
on  a  previous  occasion  that  no  injustice 
would  be  done,  but  that  all  would  be  treated* 
fairly  and  honestly  when  their  cases  came 
before  the  Government.  Owing  to  the  action 
of  members  of  the  House  in  regard  to  this 
question,  even  people  who  had  lost  no  sheep- 
by  the  snow  were  already  refusing  to  pay 
sheep- tax.  They  expected  that  the  House 
would  remit  the  tax  all  round.  He  in  tended 
to  bring  down  a  Bill  to  give  the  House  the 
opportunity  to  remit  the  tax  in  cases  where* 
sheep  had  really  been  lost  by  snow.  That  Bill 
would  have  provision  by  which  the  sheep-tax 
of  the  colony  would  be  suspended,  or  remitted, 
in  such  cases,  and  he  hoped  that  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  would  be  satisfied  with  that. 
With  regard  to  the  remission  of  rents,  that  was- 
a  large  question  to  open  up — one  too  important 
to  be  dealt  with  in  answering  a  question.  It 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  deal 
in  an  honourable  tway  with  all  cases  on  their 
merits ;  but  to  make  a  general  rule  to  apply  all 
round,  in  the  manner  suggested  in  the  question,, 
he  thought  would  be  altogether  wrong.  They 
could  not  apply  the  same  principle  to  all,  aa 
some  people  in  the  high  country  had  lost  more 
sheep  than  those  occupying  the  low  country. 
If  honourable  members  had  confidence  in  him* 
as  Minister  of  Lands  they  would  leave  the 
matter  to  him  to  deal  with,  and  he  would 
undertake  to  see  that  justice  was  done. 

CROWN  TENANTS'  RENTS  AND 
S  HEEP-T  A  X 
Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  will  be  favourable  to  the  passing 
of  a  resolution  during  the  present  session 
enabling  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  deal  with 
Grown  tenants'  rents  and  sheep -tax  where 
great  loss  of  stock  has  taken  place  through 
the  unprecedented  fall  of  snow  during  the  past 
winter  ?  The  honourable  member  for  Waimate> 
had  rather  anticipated  him  in  regard  to  this- 
matter,  as  he  had  altered  the  date  of  his 
question  to  allow  it  to  come  on  first;  but  hia 
(Mr.  Flatman's)  question  was  not  couched  in. 
suoh  ambiguous  language  as  the  honourable- 
member's.    He  felt  in  duty  bound  to  ask  it*. 
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No  doubt  the  Minister  of  Lands  felt  that  mem- 
bers were  doubtful  a3  to  his  action  in  regard  to 
the  matter,  but  he  (Mr.  Flatman)  did  not  feel 
at  all  doubtful  himself  in  asking  the  question, 
as  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that  if  rents  were 
not  paid  by  the  1st  September  the  tenants  were 
subject  to  line,  and  probably  forfeiture.  They 
were  very  anxious  as  to  their  position,  and  he 
hoped  that  no  one  would  be  allowed  to  take 
advantage  of  any  steps  that  might  be  taken  for 
the  relief  of  those  who  had  suffered. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  thought  the  answer  he 
had  given  to  the  previous  question  was  appli- 
cable to  this  one  also.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man was  right  in  saying  that  those  who  had 
not  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  their  sheep 
should  not  be  allowed  to  take  advantage  of 
their  less  fortunate  brethren.  He  would  deal 
with  the  matter,  he  hoped,  in  a  satisfactory 
way.  He  certainly  would  take  the  House  into 
his  confidence,  and  tell  it  what  he  intended  to 
■do  in  the  matter  as  soon  as  his  scheme  was 
-arranged. 

BUNNYTHORPE  DAIRY  COWS. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  held  regard- 
ing the  mysterious  disease  causing  mortality 
•amongst  dairy  cows  in  the  Bunny thorpe  dis- 
trict, as  it  is  reported  that  upwards  of  a  dozen 
head  have  died  lately  from  paralysis  in  the 
hind-quarters  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  information 
that  the  department  had  received  on  this  sub- 
ject was  to  the  effect  that  any  deaths  that  had 
occurred  in  the  district  amongst  the  cows  was 
•due  to  want  of  food.  The  cattle  had  not  been 
very  well  fed ;  some  got  weak  and  got  into  a 
bog,  and  could  not  get  out  again.  He  was  also 
informed  by  the  department  that  the  farmers 
were  very  indignant  regarding  the  reports  that 
had  been  circulated  as  to  there  being  disease 
amongst  the  cattle,  and  had  got  the  Standard 
to  contradict  them.  The  only  deaths  that  had 
-occurred  were  due  to  want  of  food. 

CATTLE  AND  SHEEP  FOR  EXPORT. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture, If  he  will  at  once  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  having  all  cattle  and  sheep  slaughtered 
for  export  inspected  before  being  shipped,  see- 
ing that  this  is  advocated  by  the  Agents-General 
oi  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  ?  The  Vic- 
torian and  New  South  Wales  Governments  were 
moving  in  this  direction,  and  it  was  only  right 
that  New  Zealand  should  take  steps  to  main- 
tain its  position  in  the  market.  There  were 
people  who  were  in  the  habit,  when  they  could 
not  get  the  freezing- works  to  buy  their  lambs 
-and  cross-bred  sheep  and  send  them  Home,  of 
shipping  the  rejects  themselves.  It  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  some  lambs  that  had  been  sent 
from  the  North  Island  were  so  poor  that  they 
had  been  used  for  lanterns.  The  department 
should  inspect  the  meat  that  was  exported. 

g  g0  Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  the  general  inspec- 
tion of  the  whole  of  the  sheep  and  cattle 
■slaughtered  in  the  colony,  the  matter  was 
Mr.  Flatman 


under  consideration.  But  he  did  not  think 
they  should  themselves  move  as  directly  as  in- 
dicated by  the  question,  which  might  imply 
that  they  were  sending  Home  mutton  and  beef 
that  was  not  good.  He  thought,  as  a  rule,  the 
people  who  exported  Home  sent  good  mutton 
and  beef.  At  any  rate,  the  matter  would  re- 
ceive fair  consideration,  and  the  Government 
would  endeavour  to  see  how  the  inspection  could 
be  done  without  causing  irritation  to  those  who 
had  to  purchase  and  slaughter  a  large  amount 
of  stock  for  the  freezing-market. 

KAIAPOI  EMBANKMENTS. 

Mr.  BUDDO  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
As  there  is  a  great  depth  of  snow  lying  on 
the  mountains  near  the  upper  branches  of  the 
Waimakariri  River,  the  melting  of  which  has 
recently  caused  a  heavy  flood,  overflowing  the 
protective  embankments  near  Kaiapoi,  would 
he  give  instructions  to  the  Telegraphist  at 
Bealey  to  warn  the  Kaiapoi  Borough  Council  of 
any  heavy  flood  in  the  river,  as  was  the  custom 
previous  to  1892  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON,  on  behalf  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  informed  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  this  would  be  done. 

MULLET. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  If  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  altering  the  close  season  for  mullet  in  the 
Kaipara  and  Bay  of  Islands  districts,  so  that  it 
will  date  from  the  1st  December  to  tho  20th 
March  ?  He  was  induced  to  ask  this  question 
in  consequence  of  a  letter  received  from  Messrs. 
Masefield  Brothers,  who  had  been  engaged  for 
the  past  ten  years  in  the  canning  of  mullet, 
and  whose  experience  was  that  the  mullet  com- 
menced spawning  the  first  week  in  December, 
continuing  to  spawn  during  December  and 
January,  and  in  February  they  were  unfit  to 
can  ;  and  in  their  opinion  the  close  season 
should  be  extended  from  the  1st  December 
until  the  second  week  in  March.  He  (Mr. 
Mi  tch  el  son)  was  aware  that  the  dates  for  the 
close  season  in  the  Kaipara  were  different  from 
those  affecting  the  Bay  of  Islands  district, 
where  the  season  for  canning  began  on  the 
20th  December  and  ended  on  the  20th  March. 
Messrs.  Masefield  Brothers  had  canning  esta- 
blishments both  in  the  Kaipara  and  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  so  they  were  interested  in  both 
places ;  and  if,  as  they  positively  stated,  the  fish 
commence  to  spawn  in  the  Kaipara  in  the  first 
week  in  December  they  must  commence  to 
spawn  as  soon,  if  not  sooner,  in  the  Bay  of 
Islands  district,  where  the  water  was  so  much 
warmer.  He  therefore  trusted  the  Government 
would  consider  this  question,  and  fix  a  uniform 
date  from  the  1st  December  to  the  20th  March 
in  both  districts. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  close  season  for 
mullet  at  Kaipara  extended  from  the  1st  of 
December  to  the  end  of  February,  but  it  only 
applied  to  a  part  of  the  harbour.  It  was  now 
proposed  to  make  a  close  season  for  the  whole 
of  the  harbour  from  the  1st  December  to  the 
31st  of  the  following  March,    This  period  had 
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been  decided  on  because  the  department  was 
advised  that  the  fish  in  the  Kaipara  were  not 
fit  for  preserving  between  the  dates  mentioned. 
The  close  season  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  distriot 
extended  from  the  20th  December  to  the  20th 
March.  In  1893  certain  fishermen  at  the  Bay 
of  Islands  forwarded  a  petition  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  praying  that  a  close  season 
between  those  dates  should  be  made,  and  the 
House,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Publio 
Petitions  Committee,  referred  the  petition  to 
the  Government  for  immediate  consideration. 
The  olose  season  he  had  mentioned  was  then 
made,  and  the  department  knew  of  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  altered. 

COUNTRY  MAILS. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  Whether  he  will  make  arrangements 
to  allow  small  country  mails  to  be  delayed 
when  the  deep  snow  renders  travelling  danger- 
ous to  postmen  ?  He  had  a  cutting  from  a 
Dunedin  paper  which  contained  a  telegram  to 
the  effect  that  Ernest  Love,  about  twenty-one, 
the  mailman  between  Ophir  and  Ida  Valley, 
was  discovered  dead  this  morning,  with  his 
arm  looped  over  the  axle  of  the  sulky  he  was 
driving.  He  left  Ophir  yesterday  afternoon, 
and  was  evidently  frozen  to  death.  At  the 
inquest  a  verdict  was  returned  that  he  came 
by  his  death  by  exposure  to  cold  while  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty,  carrying  mails.  For- 
tunately, in  his  own  district  there  had  been  no 
guoh  accidents,  but  he  had  letters  from  resi- 
dents there  stating  that  it  was  a  mere  chance 
that  accidents  had  not  ooourred,  because  the 
snow  in  the  district  had  been  3ft.  or  4ft.  deep, 
and  the  mailman  had  been  delayed  several 
times  for  several  hours,  and  had  he  been 
overtaken  by  a  snowstorm,  or  had  his  horse 
stumbled,  or  any  accident  occurred,  he  would 
probably  have  been  frozen  to  death.  He 
thought  that  exact  punctuality  should  not  be 
expected  in  a  case  like  this,  and  instructions 
might,  he  thought,  be  issued  to  local  Post- 
masters that  where  there  would  be  danger  to 
life  in  carrying  the  mails  punctually  they  might 
be  temporarily  delayed  till  the  snow  had  cleared 
away. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  some  reflection  might 
be  cast  on  the  officers  oonnected  with  the  Post 
Office  in  the  Canterbury  District  from  the 
question  asked,  more  particularly  in  reference 
to  the  case  quoted,  he  would  read  the  follow- 
ing telegram  from  the  Postmaster  at  Christ- 
church  : — 

"  He  question  by  Mr.  Montgomery,  I  have 
never  insisted  on  contractors  carrying  out  ser- 
vices in  face  of  roads  being  dangerous  from 
snow.  In  case  of  Devauchelle's  and  Okain's 
Bay  service,  contractor  was  authorised  to  tra- 
vel in  daylight  when  road  reported  dangerous. 
Le  Bon's  Bay  mail  was  delivered  vi&  German 
Bay,  in  place  of  over  saddle,  when  snow  on 
ranges.  This  was  done  voluntarily.  One  day 
contractor  attempted  saddle,  and  failed  to 
cross.  Mail  was,  at  my  request,  delivered  on 
following  day  vid  German  Bay.  Mount  Somen 
and  Ash  burton  Gorge  service  matter  arranged 


by  Inspector.  No  complaints  from  contractors, 
or  others."  , 
The  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  said, — 
"  I  soarcely  know  what  this  refers  to.  While 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Post  Office  to  see  that  rea- 
sonable efforts  are  made  by  contractors  to  get 
the  mails  through  in  all  weathers,  the  depart- 
ment would  not  think  of  insisting  on  this  when 
it  would  be  positively  dangerous  to  travel.  The 
attached  telegram  from  the  Chief  Postmaster,. 
Christohurch,  indicates  that  he  did  not  insist 
on  anything  unreasonable  during  the  late  snow- 
storms. I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable 
to  give  a  general  ruling,  as  suggested  by  Mr. 
Montgomery.  The  Postmasters  should  be  al- 
lowed to  be  the  judges,  and  to  treat  each  oase 
on  its  merits." 

He  might  say  the  Government  would  deeply 
regret  if  any  officer  in  the  service  should  ask  or 
force  the  mail- contractors  to  do  that  which  was. 
dangerous  to  life.  The  Government  had  no 
desire  to  do  that.  At  the  same  time,  it  would 
not  do  to  relax  too  far,  otherwise  contractors 
might  not  carry  out  their  contracts  properly. 

D.  GLENDINING. 

Mr.  CARNELL  asked  the  Government,  See* 
ing  that  the  petition  of  David  Glendining  has 
twioe  been  presented  to  this  honourable  House, 
and  twice  oeen  recommended  for  the  favour- 
able consideration  of  the  Government,  will 
they  give  effect  to  those  recommendations  by 
placing  a  sum  on  the  estimates  to  refund  to 
Mr.  Glendining  the  amount  which  has  been 
overpaid  (by  error)  as  Native-land  duty  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  matter  had  been  be- 
fore the  Public  Accounts  Committee ;  it  was. 
referred  to  the  Government,  and  would  be  con- 
sidered later  on  in  the  usual  course  when  they 
dealt  with  the  petitions  forwarded  during  the 
session  to  the  Government. 

CONSULTING  ELECTRICIAN. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  the  statements  made  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  from  the  Nelson  Mail  of  August 
last  are  correct :  "  In  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral's Department  £100  is  down  as  a  fee  to  a 
consulting  electrician.  The  gentleman  who 
occupies  this  post  is  Dr.  Lemon,  who  has  a 
pension  of  £500  or  £550  a  year.  Under  the 
circumstances,  the  fee  of  £100  is  looked  on  as 
an  addition  to  the  pension,  which  is  regarded 
as  being  large  enough  already,  especially  in 
these  days,  when  the  cry  of  the  unemployed  is 
heard  in  every  corner  of  the  colony"? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Postmaster-General 
was  aware  of  the  fact :  in  fact,  every  member 
of  the  House  was  well  aware  of  it.  Dr.  Lemon's 
pension  was  £350. 

DEPUTY  PUBLIO  TRUSTEE. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Do  the  Government  propose  to 
create  a  new  |office,  that  of  Deputy  Publio 
Trustee,  as  set  forth  in  the  estimates  ?  Is  it 
intended  to  confer  the  appointment  on  the 
present  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Public  Trust  Office  T 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  proposed  to  appoint - 
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*n  offioer  to  the  position,  but  not  to  increase 
the  number  of  officers  employed  in  the  Publio 
Trust  Office  proper.  The  Public  Trust  Office 
Act,  section  6,  authorised  the  Governor  in 
-Council  to  appoint  a  deputy,  and  to  determine 
the  salary  in  the  case  of  the  illness,  death, 
removal,  suspension,  resignation,  or  absence 
from  duty  of  the  person  holding  the  office  of 
Public  Trustee.  The  salary  must,  however,  be 
fixed  by  General  Assembly,  and,  the  exigencies 
of  the  Public  Trust  Office  being  such  that  the 
•appointment  of  the  deputy  could  not,  in  the 
interests  of  that  office  and  of  the  Publio  Service, 
be  longer  delayed,  the  proposal  to  appropriate 
the  necessary  salary  was  made  before  the  ap- 
pointment. The  proposal  so  far  was  to  afford 
the  Public  Trustee  the  relief  necessary  to  en- 
able him  to  leave  Wellington  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  other  parts  of  the  colony  in  the  in- 
terests of  his  office,  or  to  take  the  annual  leave 
of  absence,  which  under  present  circumstances 
was  impracticable,  and  had  been  since  he  was 
appointed  to  the  office  ;  to  afford  this  relief  by 
the  only  course  by  which  the  business  of  the 
office  could  be  carried  on,  and  would  not  suffer 
during  his  absence ;  and  to  select  for  this  posi- 
tion an  officer  of  the  Public  Trust  Office  who 
might  be  already  qualified  by  his  publio  service 
•and  experience.  The  number  of  officers  in  the 
Public  Trust  Office  was  not  to  be  increased  for 
the  purpose  of  the  proposal.  The  decision  to 
select  any  particular  officer  ought  obviously  to 
be  deferred  until  the  salary  was  voted ;  but 
if,  when  the  House  was  in  Committee  on  the 
Public  Trust  Office  estimates,  there  should  be 
no  uncertainty  in  the  matter,  the  Government 
would  then  state  what  offioer  would  be  selected. 

LATE  CONSTABLE  LEAHY. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Defence  Minister, 
Why  sick-leave  was  refused  to  the  late  Con- 
stable Leahy,  of  Stratford,  although  the  late 
•constable  made  repeated  applications  for  leave  ? 
He  had  been  asked  to  put  this  question  by 
several  persons  in  his  district.  The  constable 
was  a  most  efficient  officer,  and  had  been 
doing  his  duty  most  satisfactorily.  He  (Mr. 
MoGuire)  had  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
•him  very  often  while  he  was  sick  ;  he  saw  him 
failing  day  by  day,  and  the  constable  had  told 
him  that  he  had  repeatedly  asked  for  leave, 
which  was  not  granted  to  iiim.  He  believed 
his  death  was  accelerated,  if  not  brought  about, 
through  leave  being  refused.  He  thought  it 
was  well  known  that  after  leave  was  granted 
his  mind  gave  way,  and  death  followed  closely 
after.  He  asked  why,  under  the  circumstances, 
leave  was  refused  to  poor  Leahy. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  much  obliged  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  putting  the  ques- 
tion, as  it  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  re- 
moving, and,  he  hoped,  effectually  and  once  for 
all,  a  misapprehension  that  had  arisen  in 
regard  to  this  case.  This  was  the  reply:  As 
soon  as  a  satisfactory  medical  certificate  was 
•obtained  that  the  constable  required  sick-leave 
it  was  at  once  granted.  The  delay  was  due  to 
the  unsatisfactory  certificate  sent  in  by  the 
"deceased. 

Mr.  Seddon 


BILLIARD-ROOMS. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
propose  to  provide  for  the  supervision  of  publio 
billiard-rooms,  and  to  make  them  subject  to 
the  same  inspection  as  are  licensed  premises? 
He  was  induced  to  put  the  question  through 
certain  cases  which  had  come  under  his  notice, 
not  in  his  own  but  in  the  surrounding  districts. 
Difficulty  had  been  experienced  not  so  much  in 
connection  with  the  notels  as  with  premises 
for  which  licenses  had  been  refused.  Where 
billiard  -  rooms  were  in  existence  in  connec- 
tion with  hotels  there  was  ample  provision  for 
inspection,  and  for  the  exercise  of  a  proper 
amount  of  supervision,  but  in  premises  where 
licenses  had  been  refused  it  was  very  often  the 
case  that  the  sale  of  liquor  went  on  in  the  bil- 
liard-rooms ;  and  he  put  the  question  to  see  if 
the  Government  could  not  devise  some  method 
by  which  these  rooms  could  be  brought  under 
proper  supervision,  either  by  license  or  by  com- 
pelling them  to  register. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  had  been  stated— and  it 
would  appear  now  as  if  there  were  some  truth 
in  the  statement — that,  first  of  all,  members  of 
the  community  were  prevented  from  going  to 
hotels  to  enjoy  themselves,  and  then,  when  the 
hotels  were  closed,  their  further  liberty  was  to 
be  interfered  with.  Here  it  appeared  that  they 
were  not  to  be  allowed  to  play  billiards  unless 
the  billiard-room  was  licensed.  He  himself 
knew,  respecting  some  of  these  billiard -rooms, 
that  it  was  not  the  playing  of  billiards  that  was 
objectionable,  but,  from  several  summary  con- 
victions, they  had  been  proved  to  be  gambling- 
dens.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  put 
it  in  a  broad  sense,  and  asked  for  legislation  to 
suppress  gambling  in  clubs  and  gambling-dens, 
he  would  with  pleasure  have  replied  that  he 
thought  it  very  necessary  to  do  something  of 
the  kind. 

NORTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TRUNK  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  LANG  asked  the  Government,  Will  they, 
when  letting  work  on  the  co-operative  system 
on  the  Main  Trunk  Railway,  between  Mokau 
and  the  tunnel,  give  men  out  of  employment  in 
the  district  a  ohance  of  obtaining  work  before 
they  import  men  from  other  districts?  His 
reason  for  asking  this  question  was  the  great 
dissatisfaction  which  still  existed  in  the  district 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent  on  account  of 
men  being  sent  from  a  distance  to  the  co- 
operative works  while  the  local  men  were 
ignored.  If  the  local  men  did  not  require  work 
more  than  those  sent  from  a  distance  there 
would  be  no  reason  for  complaint ;  but  suoh  was 
not  the  case.  He  would  give  two  instances  of 
what  occurred  in  his  district,  to  show  that  the 
local  men  required  work  more  than  those  sent 
from  other  parts  of  the  oolony.  In  the  first 
place,  a  gang  of  men  was  sent  to  one  part  of 
his  electorate,  and  when  they  arrived  the  work 
had  not  been  laid  off,  and  so  they  were 
asked  to  take  6s.  a  day  for  a  short  time  till  the 
work  could  be  laid  off.  A  number  of  the  men 
refused  to  do  this,  and  left  the  work,  although 
they  had  been  sent  up  at  Government  expense* 
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Now,  the  local  men  had  not  been  earning 
more  than  5s.  a  day,  and  were  quite  willing 
to  do  the  work  at  that  price:  in  fact,  many 
of  the  men  were  not  able  to  obtain  work  at 
that  rate.  The  other  case  was  where  a  gang 
of  twenty  men  had  been  sent  up.  On  arrival, 
five  of  these  men  had  run  up  debts  with 
the  storekeeper  to  the  extent  of  £10,  and 
then  they  cleared  out 'without  paying  the  ac- 
count. These  were  the  men  that  the  local 
workmen  had  to  give  place  to,  and  it  was 
natural,  under  such  circumstances,  that  great 
dissatisfaction  should  be  created  by  the  method 
in  which  the  co-operative  labour  was  carried 
on.  He  had  received  a  letter,  signed  by  eight 
men  living  near  the  railway-line,  praying  that 
their  claims  should  not  be  overlooked.  He 
would  hand  it  to  the  Minister,  and  hoped  he 
would  see  whether  these  men  could  not  get  the 
work  required. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  had  been  arranged  for. 
The  instructions  had  boen  given  to  the  officer  in 
accordance  with  the  departmental  rule,  which 
was  that  necessitous  cases  in  the  locality  were 
to  receive  preference,  the  preference  being  given 
to  married  men.  So  far  as  he  knew  there  had 
been  no  departure  from  the  rule,  but  of  course, 
if  the  men  were  single  men,  then  they  did 
not  get  the  employment;  but  if  there  were 
married  men  resident  in  the  district,  and 
eligible  in  other  respects,  they  were  entitled  to 
the  work,  and  it  had  always  been  given  to  them. 
Any  complaints  in  that  respect,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  bring  specified  cases 
under  his  notice,  he  would  refer  to  the  depart- 
ment for  information. 

INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS,  ETC. 
Mr.  MITGHELSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  If  the  regulations  relating  to  the  in- 
spection of  ships,  ships'  boats,  ships'  gear,  and 
life-saving  appliances  are  the  same  in  all  parts 
of  the  colony?  This  question  was  a  rather 
important  one,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Premier 
had  such  information  as  would  enable  him  to 
reply  in  such  a  manner  as  would  give  satis- 
faction to  the  shipowners  and  shipmasters 
throughout  the  colony.  The  reason  for  ask- 
ing the  question  was  that  vessels  in  the  Port  of 
Wellington  and  other  ports  in  the  colony  were 
allowed  to  pass  without  that  inspection  which 
'was  forced  upon  them  in  the  Kaipara  waters. 
'Within  the  last  five  or  six  weeks  a  schooner 
called  the  "  Welcome  "  left  the  Port  of  Wel- 
lington without  any  objection  being  taken  by 
the  Customs  authorities,  and  was  afterwards 
detained  in  the  Harbour  of  Kaipara  for  a  week 
before  being  allowed  to  proceed  to  sea,  in  con- 
sequence of  not  having  a  lifeboat.  Then,  the 
brigantine  "  Stanley  "  left  the  Port  of  Welling- 
ton without  any  objection  being  taken  by  the 
-Customs  Department,  and  as  soon  as  she  arrived 
in  the  Kaipara  waters  she  was  stuck  up,  and 
certain  appliances  were  ordered  by  the  Customs 
-officer  to  be  provided.  It  was  inevitable  that 
shipmasters  and  Owners  would  complain  of 
the  severity  of  the  restrictions  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  Harbourmaster  at  Kaipara,  after 
they  had  passed   through  other  ports  of  the 


colony  without  having  any  objection  taken  to 
the  appliances  on  board  their  ships.  He 
thought  it  necessary,  if  there  was  a  rule,  that 
the  rule  should  be  applied  in  every  port  of  the 
colony,  and  that  the  officials  should  not  be 
more  strict  in  one  port  than  in  another.  If 
what  now  existed  was  allowed  to  go  on — 
namely,  different  treatment  in  the  various 
ports — there  was  no  wonder  that  dissatisfac- 
tion was  created  in  the  minds  of  shipowners 
and  shipmasters. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  regulations  for  the 
inspection  of  steamers  and  of  boats  and  life- 
saving  appliances  of  steamers  and  sailing-ships 
were  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the  colony.  There 
were  no  regulations  for  the  inspection  of  hull 
and  gear,  if  by  the  latter  were  meant  chains, 
anchors,  rigging,  et  cetera,  of  sailing-ships. 
These  were  only  inspected  if  the  ship  was  be- 
lieved to  be  unseaworthy.  The  Board  of  Trade 
had  no  regulations  for  the  inspection  of  sailing- 
ships,  except  so  far  as  related  to  boats  and  life- 
saving  appliances  and  regulation  lights.  He 
should  have  thought,  from  a  question  on  the 
Paper  referring  to  the  "John  Thompson," 
which  had  left  Kaipara  and  had  come  into 
Wellington  in  a  most  disabled  condition,  the 
experience  had  been  that  the  harbour  autho- 
rities at  Kaipara  had  been  too  lax,  or  that 
vessel  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  leave  at 
all.  After  that  experience,  he  had  no  doubt 
the  officer  in  charge  was  very  careful. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  if  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  would  make  inquiry  as  to  why  the 
41  Welcome "  and  the  "  Stanley "  had  been 
allowed  to  leave  Wellington  when  not  fitted  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  department. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  very  glad  that  the 
honourable  member  had  mentioned  these  cases. 
It  was  by  matters  like  this  being  brought  into 
notice  that  the  departmental  officers  were  kept 
up  to  their  duty. 

KAIPARA  PORT  CHARGES. 
Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  port  charges  at 
Kaipara  are  fully  double  those  charged  at 
Auckland  and  Wellington ;  and,  if  so,  will  the 
Minister  inquire  into  the  matter,  with  the 
object  of  having  the  fees  paid  by  shipmasters 
and  shipowners  as  nearly  as  possible  assimi- 
lated to  those  charged  at  other  ports  of  the 
colony?  He  had  also  had  a  communication 
bearing  on  the  previous  question,  to  the  effect 
that  the  Kaipara  Harbourmaster  found  fault 
with  the  equipment  of  vessels;  that  vessels 
that  were  passed  in  Lyttelton  and  Wellington 
without  demur  were  found  fault  with  there. 
With  regard  to  his  question,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  put  it  on  aocount  of  having  received 
a  communication  from  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  experienced  shipmasters  in  the  colony, 
complaining  very  bitterly  that  the  charges  at 
Kaipara  were  double  those  at  Auckland  and 
Wellington,  and  he  went  on  to  say  that  with 
the  present  competition  these  charges  were 
more  than  shipmasters  and  shipowners  could 
afford  to  pay.  He  hoped  the  department  would 
see  its  way  to  reduce  the  charges  at  Kaipara, 
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so  that  they  would  be  the  same  as  at  other 
'ports  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  port  charges  at  the 
three  places  mentioned  were  as  follow :  Kai- 
para—  Coasting-vessels,  quarterly,  per  ton,  4d. ; 
vessel 8  other  than  coasting,  which  employ  a 
pilot  on  arrival,  per  ton,  3d. ;  vessels  other  than 
coasting,  which  do  not  employ  a  pilot  on  arrival, 
per  ton,  6d.  Not  to  exceed  Is.  per  ton  in  any 
half-year.  Auckland — All  vessels,  yearly,  per 
ton,  3d.  Wellington — Coasting- vessels,  quar- 
terly, per  ton,  3d. ;  vessels  other  than  coasting, 
on  arrival,  per  ton,  2d.  Not  to  exceed  6d.  per 
ton  half-yearly.  As  regarded  Kaipara,  there 
were  a  large  number  of  buoys  and  beacons  in 
this  harbour,  and  these  were,  of  course,  of  most 
value  to  a  vessel  not  taking  a  pilot :  hence  the 
extra  charge  when  the  pilot's  services  were  not 
taken.  The  Government  were  at  considerable 
expense  in  maintaining  existing  buoys  and 
beacons  in  the  harbour,  and  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  port  charges  at  the  present  rates  was 
not  in  excess  of  the  expense  incurred.  It  wa% 
scarcely  fair  to  compare  the  charges  at  Kaipara 
with  those  at  Auckland  and  Wellington,  as  the 
nature  of  these  harbours  was  quite  different 
from  that  of  the  Kaipara  Harbour,  and  the 
larger  shipping  trade  at  the  two  last-named 
ports  brought  in,  with  the  lower  rates  of  port 
charges,  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  and  main- 
tain the  necessary  buoys,  beacons,  et  cetera, 

TAIERI  RIVER  FLOODS. 

Mr.  CARNCROS8  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  issue  instructions  to  officers 
in  charge  of  telegraph-  or  telephone-stations 
at  Naseby,  Kyeburn,  Hyde,  Middlemarch,  &c, 
that  in  the  event  of  there  being  any  indications 
of  sudden  floods  in  the  Taieri  River  they  shall 
immediately  send  warning  to  Ou tram,  Grey- 
town,  Otakia,  Henley,  and  Berwick  telegraph- 
arid  telephone  -  stations,  in  order  that  the 
farmers  interested  may  have  a  timely  warn- 
ing? 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say,  in  answer  to  this 
question,  that  most  decidedly  the  services  of 
the  Telegraph  Department  should  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  public  so  as  to  save  life  and 
property. 

"GEORGE  THOMPSON." 
Mr.  TANNER  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  grave  negligence  of 
duty  shown  to  have  taken  place  at  Kaipara  in 
clearing  the  ••  George  Thompson,"  the  Govern- 
ment contemplate  replacing  the  official  in 
charge  with  a  man  who  will  show  some  little 
attention  to  the  duties  of  the  position  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  Customs  at  Kaipara  was  also  Harbour- 
master and  pilot.  No  previous  oause  of  dis- 
approval in  connection  with  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  was  known  :  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
been  considered  a  competent  and  useful  officer. 
He  had  been  written  to  in  such  terms  that  ally 
neglect  was  not  likely  to  occur  again ;  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  he  did  not  think  the 
course  suggested  by  the  question  should  be 
followed. 

Mr.  Massey 


Mr.  TANNER  said  he  was  quite  satisfied 
with  that. 

Mr.  3EDDON  said  that,  after  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Eden,  it 
seemed  that  the  officer  was  now  considered  a 
little  too  severe. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  would  like  to  say  that 
the  *• George  Thompson"  had,  after  consider- 
able repairs  had  been  effected,  been  passed  by 
the  Customs  authorities  in  Sydney  and  also  by 
the  marine  insurance  officers.  It  was  found,, 
when  the  vessel  arrived  in  Wellington,  that 
the  whole  of  her  cargo  had  to  be  taken  out 
and  the  ship  placed  upon  the  slip  before  the 
leak  was  ascertained.  The  leak  was  found  to 
be  a  long  way  below  the  water-line,  and  no 
Harbourmaster  could  have  ascertained  such  a- 
fault  as  that  without  having  the  vessel  docked. 

TREATY  WITH  CANADA. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, Will  ho  state  under  what  law  or  statute- 
this  country  can  make  a  tariff  treaty  with 
Canada  and  exclude  Great  Britain  from  the 
terms  given  to  Canada  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  going  to  give 
authorities  for  the  opinion  on  this  subject,  but 
he  might  state  that,  in  a  letter  dated  the  26th 
April  last,  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
informed  the  Agent-General  that  it  appeared 
necessary  to  confer  power  upon  the  colonies  to 
pass  laws  to  give  effect  to  commercial  treaties 
with  other  colonies.  The  matter  had  been 
raised,  and  the  Government  had  communicated 
with  the  Agent-General,  who  had  asked,  while 
the  Bill  was  going  through  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament, that  it  should  be  made  so  that  the 
colonies  would  have  power  to  do  this,  and  the 
answer  was  that  the  necessary  provision  was  in 
the  law ;  that  they  had  power  to  do  it. 

PUBLIC  TRUST  AND   POST-OFFICE 
SAVINGS-BANK  FUNDS. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Government^ 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  question  which  has- 
been  raised  as  to  the  position  of  the  funds  in 
the  Public  Trust  Office  and  the  Post-Office- 
Savings-Bank,  they  will  bring  in  an  amendment 
to  "  The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1891,"  in  order 
to  place  beyond  all  doubt  the  question  as  to  the 
position  of  these  funds  ?  He  thought  it  was 
time  this  question  was  asked,  as  it  had  been 
on  the  Order  Paper  for  six  weeks.  He  would 
point  out  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  the  case : 
Either  the  law  did  not  require  amending,  in 
which  case  the  statement  the  Treasurer  made 
in  London  that  the  trust  funds  could  be 
pledged  was  not  correct,  or  the  law  did  require 
amending,  presuming  that  the  Treasurer's  as- 
sertion that  these  funds  could  be  pledged  was 
correct.  At  any  rate,  he  hoped  the  Premier 
would  give  an  affimative  answer  to  the  effect 
that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  that  it  will 
be  absolutely  impossible  that  the  trust  funds 
should  be  pledged  in  any  shape  or  form  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  so  far  as   the 
Public  Trust  Office  was  concerned,  the 
reply  was  as  follows :  that  there  was  no  amend- 
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ment  required  that  would  render  the  position 
more  satisfactory  than  it  was  at  present.  He 
did  not  know  what  was  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  funds,"  hut  he  supposed  it  related  to 
the  position  of  the  investments  of  the  two 
offices  mentioned.  This  matter  was,  he  thought, 
before  the  Publio  Accounts  Committee,  or,  at 
any  rate,  this  was  so  closely  allied  to  the  matter 
before  that  Committee  that  he  did  not  see  any 
difference  himself.  However,  as  they  were  in- 
vestigating this  business,  it  would  be  as  well  to 
Eut  our  laws  in  such  a  form  that  there  would 
e  no  doubt  as  to  the  position  they  stood  in. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  if  the  Public 
Trustee  said  that  the  funds  could  not  be 
pledged. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Public  Trustee  stated 
that  the  question  of  the  position  of  the  funds 
in  the  Public  Trust  Office  was  already  beyond 
doubt,  and  that  no  amendment  of  the  Public 
Revenues  Act  could  render  the  position  more 
satisfactory. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  has  received  a  report  from 
the  Public  Works  Office  of  Otago  re  complaints 
of  certain  stonemasons  in  regard  to  alleged 
breach  of  contract  arrangements  on  the  Otago 
Central  Railway  ;  and  if  he  will  state  the  terms 
of  such  report,  or  lay  the  same  before  this 
House  ?  He  asked  the  honourable  gentleman 
this  question  because  he  believed  the  matter 
had  been  before  him  for  some  considerable  time. 
The  point  he  wished  to  bring  before  the  Premier 
was  this :  that,  though  under  this  co-operative- 
works  system  the  Government  might  terminate 
a  contract  at  any  time,  he  would  submit  chat 
it  was  not  fair  to  make  reduction  from  the  men 
who  had  been  working  as  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contract,  but  the  reduced  rate 
should  only  date  from  the  time  they  received 
a  written  statement  of  the  termination  of  the 
contract,  in  which  the  reduced  price  was  stated. 
The  men  distinctly  stated  that  they  had  been 
reduced  8s.  6d.  more  per  yard  on  120  yards 
of  masonry,  and  when  they  received  a  written 
order  from  the  department  there  was  only 
25  yards  to  complete  to  finish  the  job.  He 
submitted  that  on  the  100  yards  they  had  been 
working  on  a  written  contract,  and  it  was  not 
fair  or  honest  that  the  money  should  be  stopped 
on  that  part  of  the  work. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  report  of  the  District 
Engineer  on  the  complaints  of  the  masons  was 
now  to  hand.  The  men  complained  of  breach 
of  contract,  but  the  contract  gave  the  Engineer 
the  right  to  determine  it  at  any  time  by  simply 
serving  notice  on  the  head  man.  The  notice 
served,  informing  the  head  man  that  the  rates 
would  be  reduced,  was  intended  to  operate  as  a 
determination  of  the  old  contract  and  a  relet- 
ting of  the  work  to  them  at  the  reduced  rate. 
The  men  certainly  had  no  ground  for  complaint, 
as  they  earned  12s.  3d.  per  diem  for  masons 
and  8s.  2d.  per  diem  for  labourers  throughout 
its  duration.  If  the  old  rates  had  been  con- 
tinued their  earnings  would  certainly  have 
been  excessive.    Now,  he  believed  these  men  ; 
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had  taken  legal  advice,  and  if  they  wished  to 
take  action  he  would  place  no  technical  objec- 
tion in  the  way  of  their  suing,  and,  if  in  the 
right,  recovering.  He  was  in  this  position: 
The  reply  stated  that  when  they  came  to  get 
their  pay  they  were  given  notice  that  they 
would  be  paid  at  a  reduced  rate  from  that  date. 
The  Engineer  adhered  to  that.  The  men  said 
that  there  was  something  said  in  simply  a 
conversational  manner,  and  they  denied  that 
notice  was  given.  It  was  now,  therefore,  a 
matter  between  the  officer  of  the  department 
and  the  statement  of  the  men.  Of  course, 
he  must  support  the  position  the  officer  took 
up,  until  the  same  was  proved  to  be  wrong. 
In  reference  to  the  masonry  work  he  had  tele- 
graphed instructions  to  the  officer  to  reduoe 
the  prices,  for  at  the  rate  they  were  being  paid 
during  the  previous  month  they  would  be  earn- 
ing from  15s.  to  18s.  a  day,  and  that  could 
not  go  on.  The  officer  said  he  gave  the  men 
notice ;  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  said  that  up  to 
the  time  they  received  that  notice  they  were 
entitled  to  be  paid  the  original  rates,  and  after- 
wards at  the  reduced  rates.  The  dispute  was 
entirely  as  to  the  date  and  nature  of  the  notice. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  would  like  the  Premier  to 
look  at  the  date  of  the  notice.  The  men  got 
the  verbal  notice  first,  and  they  afterwards  got 
a  written  notice,  and  he  would  submit  that  in 
the  case  of  a  contract  a  verbal  notice  had  no 
weight.  Therefore  the  reduotion  could  only 
take  place  from  the  time  the  men  received 
the  written  notice.  At  that  time  there  was 
only  another  20  yards  of  the  job  to  complete ; 
but  they  found  they  were  paid  shortage  on  the 
whole  work.    That  was  the  point. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  was  moving  in  this 
matter,  and  on  the  previous  day  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  had  given  that  honourable  gentleman 
the  complete  correspondence.  Now,  the  letter 
to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred, 
dated  the  25th  April,  1895,  was  as  follows : — 

"  You  were  informed  at  the  last  pay  that  the 
rates  for  the  work  were  to  be  so  reduced  that 
the  masons  would  average  10s.  per  day ;  it  has, 
however,  6ince  been  decided  to  make  the  average 
lis.  per  day,  the  proportion  of  labourers1  wages 
to  masons'  to  remain  as  before.  This  neces- 
sitates a  reduction  in  the  price  of  masonry  by 
8s.  6d.,  making  the  rate  18s.  instead  of  21s.  6d. 
per  yard.  You  will  be  paid  in  future  at  the 
reduced  rate." 

The  whole  point  was  this:  The  officer  dis- 
tinctly said,  "  I  gave  you  notice  at  the  last  pay 
that  the  rate  would  be  reduced."  But  the  men 
denied  that  they  got  that  notice. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  what  the  men  did  say 
was  that  they  were  notified  in  an  informal 
manner  that  there  would  be  a  reduotion  in 
pay,  and  afterwards  when  they  got  their  letter 
giving  specific  notice  they  stopped  work.  The 
Engineer  or  the  Manager  pressed  them  to  con- 
tinue work  when  there  was  only  25  yards  more 
to  finish.  The  point  was  therefore  as  he  had 
stated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  whatever  the  day  was  on 
which  notice  was  first  given,  he  should  see  that 
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'the  reduced  rates  should  be  paid  from  that 
time  forward.  These  men  received  12s.  6d.  a 
day,  and  when  they  came  to  that  House  to  com- 
plain it  seemed  to  him  somewhat  unreasonable. 
Mr.  MORRISON  might  explain  that  he  had 
referred  the  communication  referred  to  to  the 
Public  Works  Department,  and  he  hoped  to 
receive  a  reply  in  a  day  or  two. 

MAKURI  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  rapid  increase  of  settle- 
ment in  the  district,  he  will  make  provision  for 
extending  the  telephone  service  to  Makuri,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  a  postal  money- order 
office  in  that  township?  He  would  like  to 
point  out  that  Makuri  was  the  centre  of  a  large 
district  in  which  settlement  was  progressing 
very  rapidly.  The  residents  had  been  petition- 
ing for  telephone  communication  during  the 
last  two  or  three  years.  There  were  a  number 
of  very  enterprising  settlers  there,  and  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  who  had  lately  visited  the 
locality,  could  say  from  his  own  knowledge  that 
there  was  a  large  amount  of  settlement  going 
on.  The  advantages  of  telephone  communica- 
tion were  therefore  perfectly  obvious.  An  in- 
stance of  what  sometimes  happened  in  the 
district  occurred  only  the  other  day,  which 
showed  that  medical  aid  could  not  be  obtained 
for  a  day  or  two  on  account  of  the  want  of  com- 
munication. With  regard  to  the  request  for  a 
money-order  offioe,  there  was  a  large  increase 
in  the  postal  business  in  that  locality,  and 
the  establishment  of  an  office  at  Makuri  would 
often  save  a  journey  of  over  forty  miles  which 
people  had  now  to  travel.  He  hoped  the  Minis- 
ter would  be  able  to  give  a  favourable  reply. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  had  been  recom- 
mended on  another  paper  that  a  telephone- 
line  be  erected  to  Makuri  on  condition  that 
the  settlers  paid  a  subsidy  of  £76  before  the 
-work  was  commenced.  This  also  provided  for 
opening  a  telephone  at  Ngaturi.  The  cost  of 
the  line  would  be  £500,  and  the  estimated 
revenue  from  the  two  offices  was  £54  per 
annum.  Interest  on  cost,  maintenance,  and 
working-expenses  would  amount  to  £73,  leaving 
a  deficiency  of  £19,  and  it  was  to  make  this 
good  for  five  years  that  the  subsidy  was  re- 
quired. The  district  was  a  growing  one,  and, 
if  the  revenue  should  exceed  the  sum  stated 
during  that  time,  a  proportionate  refund  would 
be  made.  The  estimates  both  of  cost  and  reve- 
nue were  made  from  the  latest  data.  He  might 
say  the  department  was  favourable  to  this,  and 
the  matter  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Postmaster-General.  But  this  was  a  case,  like 
many  other  cases,  where  the  settlers  might  see 
their  way  to  help  themselves. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  that  what  the  settlers  com- 
plained of  was  their  being  asked  to  contribute 
towards  the  establishment  of  something  when 
they  were  not  likely  to  participate  in  any  of  the 
profits. 

KAHURANGI  LIGHTHOUSE. 
Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  asked  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  If  he  will  make  provision  on  this  year's 
Mr.  Seddon 


estimates  for  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on 
Kahurangi  Point,  or  Rocks  Point,  on  the  west 
coast  of  the  Middle  Island  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  at  present  action  was 
being  taken  for  the  erection  of  lighthouses  at 
Gape  Palliser  and  Gape  Kidnappers.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  was 
urging  the  claims  of  North  Gape  and  Gape 
Brett,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Lyttel- 
ton  those  of  the  East  Cape.  The  Nautical 
Adviser,  Captain  A 11  man,  was  of  opinion  that 
the  next  lighthouse  erected  should  be  at  East 
Cape.  He  was  advised,  however,  that  the  erec- 
tion of  the  two  lighthouses,  at  Cape  Palliser  and 
Cape  Kidnappers,  was  as  much  as  could  be 
undertaken  for  the  next  two  years. 

BOOT  AND  SHOE  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  CARNELL  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs,  If  he  will  also  include  and  levy  40 
per  cent,  duty  ad  valorem  on  boots  and  shoes 
imported  to  the  order  of  residents  in  the  colony 
and  intended  for  individual  use  of  such  resi- 
dents, whether  imported  by  the  residents  them- 
selves or  through  an  importing  firm  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber could  hardly  expeot  the  Government  to 
give  him  a  definite  reply  to  this  question,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  very  shortly  the  House 
would  deal  with  the  tariff  proposals. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 
BILL. 

Mr.  LAWRY  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
— (1.)  If  he  has  seriously  considered  what  the 
effect  on  his  revenue  may  be  if  the  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Sale  Control  Act  Amendment  Bill,  or 
the  relative  measure  introduced  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura,  becomes  law  ?  (2.) 
If,  as  believed  by  many,  an  enormous  falling- 
off  in  the  revenue  should  result  from  the  passing 
of  either  of  the  before-mentioned  Bills,  how 
will  he  provide  for  the  deficiency?  This  was 
certainly  one  of  the  most  important  questions 
which  had  been  asked  the  Government  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  he  hoped  the  Premier, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  would 
be  prepared  to  give  an  answer  at  once,  because 
such  answer  might  very  materially  influence 
the  action  of  honourable  members  in  dealing 
with  another  matter  later  on. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  looked  upon  the  Bill 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  as  being 
as  dead  as  Julius  Caesar,  and  consequently  he 
did  not  think  the  Colonial  Treasurer  need  fear 
any  such  loss  to  the  revenue  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  indicated.  Whatever  the  effect 
might  be  on  the  revenue  of  the  colony,  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  deemed 
it  neoessary  that  the  Government  should  place 
the  liquor  traffic  under  further  control,  and  if 
such  a  change  was  made,  of  course  they  must 
put  up  with  the  consequences. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— And  throw  the  responsibility 
on  the  Government. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  responsibility,  of 
course,  would  be  upon  honourable  members. 
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WHAKATANE    TELEPHONE-OFFICE. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, If  he  will  oonsider  the  advisability  of  having 
the  telephone-office  now  carried  on  in  the  Court- 
house, Whakatane,  changed  to  telegraphic  com- 
munication with  the  office  in  the  township? 
This  question  affected  a  very  rising  township. 
The  inhabitants  there  had  to  go  a  long  distance 
off  with  their  telegrams,  and  they  wished  to 
have  a  telegraph-station  placed  there  instead  of 
*  telephone-office. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  need  for  this 
change  at  present ;  so  he  was  advised  by  the 
department.  The  telegraph  business  there  was 
not  large.  A  Morse  instrument  had,  however, 
been  fitted  up  at  the  Whakatane  office,  so  as  to 
be  available  in  the  event  of  another  extraordi- 
nary pressure  of  telegraph  work,  such  as  took 
place  during  the  late  Native  scare  in  the  Ure- 
wera  country.  The  Postmistress  was  learning 
to  work  the  Morse  instrument,  but  in  times  of 
extreme  pressure  an  operator  would  be  sent  to 
Whakatane. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
When  the  complete  Public  Accounts,  usually 
numbered  B.-l,  will  be  laid  before  this  House  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  complete  Public  Ac- 
counts, usually  numbered  B.-l,  were  ready  for 
the  Printer,  but  it  was  unlikely  that  they  could 
be  ready  to  be  laid  before  the  House  until 
towards  the  end  of  the  session,  if  even  then. 
During  a  long  course  of  years  it  had  been  only 
possible  on  one  occasion  to  place  these  ac- 
counts before  the  House  during  the  sitting  of 
Parliament. 

STYX-BELFAST  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  O.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  have  a  telephone  service 
placed  between  Styx  and  Belfast  Railway- 
stations  ?  This  was  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  residents  in  those  localities,  and  he 
trusted  the  Government  would  be  able  to  give 
him  a  satisfactory  answer. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  a  matter  more 
lor  the  consideration  of  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment. They  had  already  a  telephone-station 
and  bureau  for  public  purposes  at  Belfast,  but 
not  at  the  railway-station.  If  they  opened  a 
similar  office  for  the  use  of  the  public  at  Styx 
on  the  usual  terms,  a  subsidy  of  £27  would  be 
required  to  meet  an  estimated  deficiency  in 
working-expenses  for  five  years. 

SINKING  FUNDS. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
— (1.)  Whether  the  computations  under  section 
5  of  "  The  Consolidated  Stock  Act,  1884,"  for  the 
current  year  have  been  made  ;  and,  if  bo,  does 
he  intend  to  inform  the  House  of  the  result  of 
such  computations  ?  (2.)  Under  the  authority 
of  what  statute  does  he  purport  to  issue  deben- 
tures against  the  increases  of  the  sinking  fund 
of  "The  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act,  1886  "  ?  This  question  was  an  important 
•one,  because  sinking-fund  debentures  amount- 
ing to  £145,400  had  been  issued  by  the  depart- 


ment, and  he  wished  to  know  how  that  sum 
was  arrived  at.  The  total  sinking  funds  were 
only  £58,000  for  the  year,  and  the  interest  of 
accretions  was  between  £20,000  and  £80,000 
more.  He  wanted  to  know  how  the  balance 
was  made  up. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  be  able  to  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  his  return. 

POMOLOGIST. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  If  he  is  aware  it  is  commonly  re- 
ported that  the  Mr.  Mayo  appointed  Govern- 
ment Pomologist,  and  who  is  inspecting  or- 
chards on  the  West  Coast,  is  a  nurseryman 
carrying  on  business  at  Palmerston  North 
under  the  name  of  Mayo  and  Sons,  and,  while 
drawing  salary  and  travelling  -  allowance,  is 
pushing  his  trade  to  the  disadvantage  of  other 
local  nurserymen?  If  such  is  the  case,  will 
he  cause  Mr.  Mayo  to  be  moved  to  such  part  of 
the  country  as  will  preclude  his  promoting  his 
own  trade  while  acting  as  Government  Pomo- 
logist? He  had  been  written  to  by  various 
nurserymen  in  the  Manawatu  district,  urging 
him  to  ask  this  question.  Individually,  of 
course,  he  knew  nothing  about  the  subject, 
but  he  was  assured  by  responsible  persons  that 
the  Mr.  Mayo  alluded  to  here  was  a  nursery- 
man-gardener, and  that,  being  employed  by 
the  Government,  he  travelled  throughout  the 
North  Island,  and  pushed  his  own  business  as 
a  nurseryman.  If  that  was  the  case,  however 
desirable  Mr.  Mayo  might  be  as  a  nomologist, 
he  ought  to  be  removed  to  some  district  where 
he  could  not  compete  with  persons  in  the  same 
line  of  business. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  information  he 
had  regarding  this  matter  was  that  Mr.  Mayo's 
two  sons  had  a  nursery  of  their  own ;  but  it  was 
denied  that  Mr.  Mayo  pushed  the  business  of 
his  sons.  However,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  give  him  any  information  which 
would  show  him  that  he  did  such  a  thing,  or 
if  he  had  any  correspondence  relative  to  this, 
he  would  be  very  much  obliged  if  the  honour- 
able member  would  place  it  at  his  disposal.  If 
he  found  there  was  any  truth  in  the  statement 
he  would  certainly  take  steps  to  put  an  end 
to  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  answered  the  last  part  of 
the  question.  Even  though  Mr.  Mayo  might 
not  be  himself  in  business,  he  had  two  sons 
who  were. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  if  Mr.  Mayo  in  any 
way  interfered  with  other  people's  business, 
or  if  he  pushed  his  sons'  business, — he  being 
able  to  travel  free  on  the  railway-line  with  a 
free  pass, — that  was  certainly  a  reason  why 
he  should  be  removed.  He  could  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  he  had  every  desire 
to  do  what  was  right  in  the  matter  if  he  could 
get  the  necessary  information. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  LOANS. 
Mr.  MAS  LIN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
How  it  is  the  Government  Life  Insurance  con- 
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tinues  to  charge  7  per  cent,  interest  on  loans  to 
members  on  the  security  of  the  surrender-value 
of  their  policies  (which  are  an  absolutely  safe 
investment),  and  yet  advertise  they  are  pre- 
pared to  lend  on  mortgage  of  freehold  security 
at  54  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  matter  had  been  re- 
ceiving the  attention  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
who  was  in  charge  of  this  department.  Of 
course  it  was  in  the  interest  of  those  assured 
that  the  Government  should  work  the  depart- 
ment as  economically  as  possible.  As  far  as  he 
understood,  the  Government  Insurance  Depart- 
ment was  not  charging  more  than  was  being 
charged  by  other  offices ;  but,  as  there  had  been 
a  fall  in  the  rate  of  interest,  this  matter  would 
receive  the  consideration  of  the  Government; 
and  if  the  honourable  member  would  ask  this 
question  again  later  in  the  session  he  would 
probably  be  able  to  get  a  definite  reply  as  to 
what  course  the  Government  would  adopt. 

MARTINI-HENRY  RIFLES. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Why  Martini-Henry  rifles  are  not  distributed 
to  the  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers  in  the  6am e 
ratio  as  to  other  Volunteers  ?  Will  he  remove 
the  grievance  that  now  exists  by  giving  to  eaoh 
Naval  Artillery  company,  out  of  the  supply  of 
Martinis  recently  received,  so  many  that  they 
may  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
infantry  corps  ?  The  Naval  Artillery  Volun- 
teers had  up  till  lately  received  no  Martini- 
Henry  rifles  at  all.  He  understood  that  in- 
structions had  been  given  to  distribute  ten  to 
each  Naval  Artillery  corps.  The  infantry  Vo- 
lunteers in  the  four  centres  were,  he  understood, 
to  be  armed  completely  with  Martinis,  and  the 
field  batteries  were  now  to  receive  twenty  each. 
The  Conference  recommended  that  the  field 
batteries  should  have  no  small  arms ;  but  he 
was  of  opinion  that  they  ought  to  have  some 
Martinis  for  shooting  purposes.  But  he  could 
not  understand  why  it  was  that  the  Naval 
Artillery  had  been  subjected  to  what  was  a 
grievance  in  this  respect.  He  would  like  to 
know  whether  that  grievance  would  be  set 
right. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  must  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  honourable  gentlemen  that  the  Naval 
Artillery  Volunteers  had  no  rifles  at  all  given 
to  them,  whilst  the  infantry  had  the  Martini- 
Henry  rifles  given  to  them  on  the  first  arrival 
of  those  weapons.  It  was  thought  right  to  give 
these  corps  ten  rifles  eaoh  for  shooting  purposes. 
The  distribution  was,  he  thought,  on  the  same 
basis  as  it  had  been  before.  He  desired  to 
see  the  whole  of  the  infantry  armed  first  with 
the  Martini-Henry  rifle.  He  had  not,  however, 
been  advised  to  place  both  the  Naval  Artillery 
corps  and  the  infantry  on  the  same  footing  as 
regarded  the  distribution  of  these  rifles :  there 
was  a  marked  difference  between  the  two. 
When  the  balance  of  3,000  rifles— whioh  were 
expeoted  shortly — were  received,  then  the 
Government  could  distribute  more  arms.  On 
the  1st  August  they  had  in  stock :  Rifle  com- 
panies at  four  centres — Ten  companies,  40 each, 
400;  Naval  Artillery  company — Sixteen  com- 
Mr.  Maslin 


panies,  10  each,  160 ;  Engineer  companies — Two- 
companies,  60  each,  120;  field  and  garrison, 
batteries — Ten  batteries,  20  each,  5200 ;  placed 
at  disposal  of  Officer  Commanding  Nelson  Dis- 
trict, 60:  total,  940.    Remaining  in  store,  160. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  like  to  know 
whether,  out  of  the  160  rifles  in  stock,  the 
Government  could  not  place  the  Naval  Artillery 
corps  on  the  same  footing  as  the  batteries,  and! 
give  them  20  rifles  each. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  were  keeping  these- 
rifles  in  stock  for  contingencies.  He  would 
look  further  into  the  matter  later  on. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  MORRISON  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, When  the  Customs  Tariff  Bill  will  be- 
brought  down  to  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  thought  some  time- 
next  week. 

WAIKOPIRO  BLOCK. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,. 
When  he  will  have  the  lithographs  of  the  Wai- 
kopiro Block  completed,  and  the  sections  off ored. 
to  the  public  for  selection  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  plans  would  be- 
ready  to  be  distributed  during  next  week,  and 
the  date  on  which  the  land  would  be  open  for- 
selection  would  be  fixed  for  about  the  lGttv 
October. 

STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  LANG  (for  Major  Steward)  asked  the 
Premier,  Whether  it  is  intended  to  call  to- 
gether during  the  present  session  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  appointed  ten  weeks  ago  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  would  be  called  to- 
gether on  Tuesday  next. 

MARTINI-HENRY  AMMUNITION. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, — 
(1.)  Whether  a  supply  of  Martini-Henry  am- 
munition is  kept  at  -each  of  the  four  centres  ?' 
(2.)  Whether  the  annual  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion to  corps  partially  or  wholly  armed  with. 
Martinis  includes  an  adequate  amount  of  Mar* 
tini  ammunition  ?  (3.)  If  there  is  a  supply 
of  Martini  ammunition  at  each  of  the  four 
centres,  for  what  purpose  is  it  there  ?  (4.)  Ia- 
it  to  be  issued  or  sold,  or  kept  in  reserve  ?  (5.) 
How  much  is  to  be  issued,  how  muoh  sold,, 
and  what  is  the  amount  to  be  kept  in  reserve  ?* 
He  hoped  they  would  get  some  satisfactory 
reply  about  this  Martini-Henry  ammunition: 
Some  of  the  companies  armed  with  Martinis, 
had  been  unable  to  practise  firing  for  want  of 
ammunition.  He  understood  that  a  certain- 
amount  of  the  ammunition  had  been  sent  to* 
the  four  centres,  but  it  was  not  to  be  issued 
or  sold.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  whole 
position  of  affairs  was  exceedingly  unsatisfac- 
tory, and  that  no  encouragement  was  really 
given  to  those  who  wanted  to  practise  Volun- 
teering in  the  true  spirit,  and  that  the  state 

.  o0     of  things  was  just  as  bad  now  as  it 

was  before  the  Conference  met.    He 

hoped  the  Premier  would  bo  able  to  say  he. 
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would  send  to  each  centre  nufficient  ammuni- 
tion to  permit  of  a  reserve  being  kept  there. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  to  be  hoped  they 
were  not  going  to  have  the  crisis  here  which 
-they  had  in  the  House  of  Commons  over  the 
supply  of  ammunition. 

Mr.  ALLEN. —  It  all  depends  on  your 
answer. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers were  aware,  he  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  the  contract  with  the  ammunition  com- 
pany. The  company  had  to  deliver  80,000 
rounds  monthly,  or  1,000,000  rounds  within 
the  year;  and  the  contract  was  for  5,000,000 
rounds.  Members  would  force  the  Government 
to  have  the  ammunition  manufactured  in  the 
colony.  Of  course,  the  powder  that  was  here 
for  the  manufacture  of  this  ammunition  was 
found  to  be  defective,  and  they  had  to  cable 
Home,  and  he  thought  the  powder  was  now  on 
its  way.  He  stopped  the  ammunition  they 
were  supplying  some  time  ago  because  there 
'was  a  defect,  and  they  must  have  the  ammu- 
nition perfect  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
their  contract.  There  were  250,000  rounds 
ordered  from  Home  ;  100,000  ordered  from  Vic- 
toria; and  they  had  nearly  300,000  rounds 
in  stock.  Now,  he  thought  that  ought  to  be 
satisfactory  to  the  honourable  member.  He 
(Mr.  Seddon)  was  not  going  to  reduce  his  re- 
serve stores  beyond  a  reasonable  limit,  because 
the  next  thing  would  be  that  they  would  be 
attacked,  as  the  Government  were  in  the  Home- 
country,  for  not  keeping  up  the  reserves.  He 
was  not  going  to  have  the  reserves  weakened 
simply  to  allow  Volunteers  to  go  shooting  for 
pleasure.  The  ammunition  would  be  distri- 
buted in  such  proportions  as  might  be  found 
neoessary.  He  thought  he  had  now  given  a 
very  satisfactory  answer  to  the  question.  In 
the  one  breath  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
-demanding  rifles,  and  in  the  next  telling  them 
they  had  no  ammunition  to  supply  the  Volun- 
teers with.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  intended  to  re- 
tain his  reserve  stock  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  his  officers. 

CHAIRMAN    OP    THE    BENEVOLENT 
TRUSTEES. 

Mr.  MILLAR  asked  the  Minister  of  Labour, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Benevolent 
Trustees,  as  reported  in  yesterday's  New  Zea- 
land Times?  If  so,  will  he  ascertain  what 
grounds  there  are  for  such  statements?  It 
appeared  to  him,  from  statements  made  by  the 
•Chairman  of  Trustees,  that  he  either  showed 
himself  in  complete  ignoranoe  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act,  or  else  the  Factories  Act 
was  being  improperly  administered,  and  when  a 
person  in  that  gentleman's  position  made  suoh 
a  statement  some  explanation  was  necessary 
concerning  it. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  one  did  not  want  to  say 
anything  unpleasant  of  the  Chairman,  who 
was  a  most  worthy  gentleman,  and  one  who 
did  a  great  deal  of  good  work.  At  the  same 
time,  in  his  public  position  that  gentlemau 


sometimes  made  use  of  language  which  did 
more  credit  to  his  heart  than  to  his  head. 
What  were  the  facts  in  connection  with  this 
cose  ?  This  woman,  it  appeared,  complained 
that  she  oould  not  work  in  a  factory,  as  she 
had  to  stay  at  home  to  look  after  her  children  ; 
— she  had  been  left  in  Wellington  by  her  hus- 
band ;  and  she  complained  that,  not  being  per- 
mitted to  take  home  work,  she  was  driven  to  go 
on  the  Charitable  Aid  Board.  The  facts  were 
that,  first  of  all,  this  woman  could  get  a  permit 
from  one  of  the  Inspectors  under  the  Act  to  do 
home  work.  Here  was  just  a  case,  he  thought, 
that  would  come  under  the  Act,  and  he  had 
very  little  doubt  that  if  this  woman  applied 
she  could  get  a  permit.  In  the  second  plaoe, 
she  mentionod  two  shops  from  which  she  said 
that  she  could  get  work.  Inquiries  were  made, 
and  it  was  found  that  neither  shop  came  under 
the  Factories  Act  at  all.  The  third  point  was 
that  the  proprietor  of  one  of  these  shops  had 
not  denied  her  work,  and  that  if  she  applied 
for  it  she  would  probably  get  it. 

NATIVE  BIRDS  ON  LITTLE  BARRIER 
ISLAND. 

Mr.  MASSE Y  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  any  inquiries  have  been  made  with 
regard  to  the  alleged  destruction  of  native  birds 
in  the  Little  Barrier  Island ;  and,  if  so,  with 
what  result?  Some  time  ago  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  asked  a  question  upon 
this  subject,  and  the  Minister  then  stated  that 
inquiries  would  be  made  on  the  subject.  He 
felt  a  certain  amount  of  responsibility  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter,  because  the  Little 
Barrier  happened  to  be  in  the  district  whioh 
he  represented,  and  he  had  it  on  the  best 
authority  that  a  number  of  native  birds  had 
been  killed  there,  skinned,  packed  in  cases,  and 
sent  to  Wellington.  He  hoped  the  Minister 
would  make  inquiry  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  answered 
this  question  in  the  early  part  of  the  session, 
and  he  then  stated  that  he  would  have  inquiry 
made.  He  had  had  that  inquiry  made,  ana 
the  report  was  that  there  was  no  truth  in  the 
statement  that  this  party  who  was  accused 
had  been  killing  birds  there.  He  felt  satisfied 
that  the  gentleman  who  was  asked  to  make 
this  inquiry  would  have  no  cause  to  make  any 
report  which  was  not  correct.  His  instructions 
were  to  make  full  inquiry,  and  he  had  every 
reason  to  believe  this  had  been  done.  That  was 
the  information  in  his  possession  at  the  present 
time.  If  the  honourable  gentlemen  had  any 
further  information  he  could  give,  he  would  like 
to  be  put  in  possession  of  it. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  he  might  refer  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden,  who  was  in  pos- 
session of  proof  that  the  statements  he  (Mr. 
Massey)  made  were  correct. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  information  he 
had  received  was  from  a  person  resident  on  the 
island,  who  was  now  in  Wellington,  and  he  was 
assured  by  him  that  a  considerable  number  of 
birds  had  been  killed,  skinned,  and  the  skins 
sent  to  Wellington. 
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TERRITORIAL  REVENUE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
showing  the  items,  amounting  to  £22,021  8s. 
6d.,  not  classified  by  the  Treasury  as  territorial 
revenue,  being  the  difference  between  the  terri- 
torial revenue,  £338,188  0s.  3d.,  Table  T,  Crown 
Lands  Report,  1895,  and  the  audited  territorial 
revenue— viz.,  £316,166  lis.  9d. 

LIMITED-LIABILITY  COMPANIES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  COLLINS,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing — (1)  The  number  of  limited- 
liability  companies  in  the  colony  at  present  in 
operation ;  (2)  the  number  of  those  which  have 
ceased  operations  and  are  not  wound  up  or 
their  creditors  satisfied,  and  in  respect  of  which 
statutory  returns  have  ceased  to  be  filed. 

WELLINGTON  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOGG,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  of  the  names,  salaries,  and  allowances 
of  teachers  and  assistants  on  the  staff  of  the 
Wellington  Technical  School,  the  fees  received 
from  pupils,  and  the  amount  contributed  to  the 
school  for  salaries  and  maintenance  by  the 
Wellington  Eduoation  Board,  irrespective  of 
pupils'  fees,  during  the  last  three  years. 

LEGAL  SERVICES  OP  MEMBERS  OF 
PARLIAMENT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CARNELL,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
and  printed  a  return  showing  the  sums  paid  by 
the  State  for  legal  services  to  members  of  Par- 
liament during  the  past  seven  years ;  the  said 
return  to  give  the  names  of  the  solicitors  or 
firms  of  solicitors  employed,  the  dates  of  their 
employment,  and  particulars  of  the  services 
performed. 

MORTGAGES. 
On  the  motion  of  Major  STEWARD,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
and  printed  a  return  showing— (1)  The  number 
of  mortgages  registered  within  the  year  ended 
the  81st  March,  1895 ;  (2)  the  total  sum  of 
advances  comprised  in  such  mortgages  ;  (3)  the 
rates  of  interest,  showing  the  total  amounts 
respectively  advanced  at  5,  6,  or  7  per  cent.,  or 
any  other  rate  of  interest. 

BOROUGH  RESERVES  AND  ENDOW- 
MENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BUICK,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  and 
printed  a  return  showing—  (1)  The  area  of  the 
reserves  or  endowments  possessed  by  each  of 
the  boroughs  in  the  colony ;  and  (2)  the  amount 
of  revenue  received  from  the  same. 

COAL-MINERS  RELIEF  FUND. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MORRISON,  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing— (1.)  The  amount  at 
credit  of  the  Coal-miners  Relief  Fund  and  Sick 
and  Accident  Fund  on  the  31st  March,  1894. 


(2.)  The  amounts  subscribed  during  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1895,  by  the  owners  of  every 
coal-mine  to  the  Coal-miners  Relief  Fund  and 
the  Sick  and  Accident  Fund.  (3.)  The  applica- 
tions made  under  "  The  Coal-mines  Act,  1891," 
on  the  Coal-miner 8  Relief  Fund  and  the  vari- 
ous sick  and  accident  funds,  giving  the  name  of 
the  applicant  and  the  district,  and  reason  for 
applying  for  assistance.  (4.)  The  applications 
granted,  and  the  amounts  paid  to  each  appli- 
cant. (5.)  The  balance  to  credit  or  otherwise 
of  the  Coal-miners  Relief  Fund  and  the  Sick 
and  Accident  Fund  on  the  31st  March,  1895. 
(6.)  The  cost  of  administration  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  March,  1895.  Or  a  continuation 
of  the  return  ordered  to  be  placed  upon  the  table 
on  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  (Mr.  Allen)  in  1894. 

TIMBER  SHIPPED  TO  ENGLAND. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELSON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  the  amount  realised  from  the 
sale  of  timber  shipped  by  the  Government  to 
England  per  the  s.s.  "  Mamari,"  in  January 
last,  the  return  to  show  in  detail  —  (1)  Each 
class  of  timber  separately ;  (2)  the  price  paid 
per  100  sup.  feet,  f.o.b.,  N.Z. ;  (3)  the  price 
realised  per  100  sup.  feet  in  England ;  (4)  ex- 
penses, including  freight,  insurance,  and  all 
charges  upon  each  lot ;  (5)  the  net  price  realised 
per  100  sup.  feet ;  and  (6)  if  any  of  the  ship- 
ment remains  unsold;  if  so,  what  class,  and 
reason  why. 

FOXTON  WHARF. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing,  for  the  years  1891,  1892,  1893, 
and  1894, — (1)  The  amount  received  by  the 
Railway  Department  from  the  Foxton  Wharf 
from  aU  sources  for  dues  or  wharfage ;  (2)  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  pilot  on  the  Mana- 
watu  River  ;  and  (3)  the  amount  spent  by  Go- 
vernment on  the  river  or  wharf. 

GREYMOUTH-BRUNNER  COALFIELD 

RAILWAY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GUINNESS,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  showing  the  net  amount  of  revenue 
earned  by  the  Greymouth-Brunner  Coalfield 
Railway,  and  also  the  net  amount  of  all  wharf- 
age and  towage  rates  collected  at  the  Harbour 
of  Greymouth,  for  the  period  commenoing  on 
the  6th  November,  1884,  and  ending  on  the 
31st  March,  1895;  such  return  also  to  show  the 
total  amount  of  revenue  under  the  above  heads 
for  the  same  period  which  has  been  paid  over 
to  the  Greymouth  Harbour  Board. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  that  in  moving 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  he  did  not  wish 
to  refer  to  the  first  question  which  he  bad  on 
that  day's  Order  Paper  with  regard  to  the  Bank 
Bill  any  further,  because  he  thought,  after  what 
the  Premier  had  said,  that  he  would  leave  the 
matter  there.     He  could  only  say  the  excuse 
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the  Premier  gave  was  a  somewhat  "  lame  and 
impotent "  one,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  by  saying  any  more 
about  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  give  you  a  little  more 
if  you  want  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  wished  to  ad- 
journ the  House  on  the  answer  to  his  question 
about  the  position  of  the  funds  of  the  Publio 
Trust  Office  and  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank. 
He  was  certainly  surprised  to  hear  the  Premier 
read  a  communication  from  the  Publio  Trust 
Office  to  the  effect  that  no  amendment  of  the 
Act  could  render  the  position  of  these  funds 
more  satisfactory,  and  that  the  position  of 
these  funds  was  entirely  satisfactory.  All  he 
could  say  was  that  he  should  like  to  know  what 
that  position  was,  if  it  was  entirely  satisfactory. 
As  he  understood  the  position  as  it  was  ex- 
plained by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  it  was  that 
these  funds  could  be  pledged  should  a  crisis  or 
emergency  arise ;  and,  as  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion put  it,  the  funds  could  be  pledged  any  time 
— that  the  Post  Office  depositors  had  no  interest 
in  these  funds  at  all.  He  should  like  to  know, 
in  the  face  of  information  which  the  Premier 
bad  received  from  the  Public  Trust  Office, 
whether  they  accepted  the  view  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  the  Minister  of  Labour ;  did 
they  consider  these  funds  were  safe,  were  se- 
cure, when  they  could  be,  if  they  believed 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  pledged  at  any  time  ? 
He  could  hardly  believe  that  they,  as  custo- 
dians of  the  Publio  Trust  funds,  could  con- 
sider these  funds  were  secure  while  they  were 
liable  to  be  pledged.  He  did  not  for  a  mo- 
ment believe  they  could  think  so.  He  thought 
they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  incorrect,  and  that  the 
lands  oould  not  be  pledged.  He  thought,  him- 
self, there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  it, 
and  that  the  best  thing  to  do  would  be  to  set  the 
matter  at  rest  once  and  for  ever.  Either  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  right  in  his  statement 
that  they  could  be  pledged — and  if  he  was 
right,  then  the  Trustees  must  be  wrong  in  say- 
ing they  were  satisfied — or  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer was  wrong  in  the  statement  he  had  made, 
and  should  have  that  statement  put  right  before 
the  House.  He  was  one  who  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  position  of  these  trust  funds.  So  long 
as  Ministers  of  the  Crown  could  publicly  state 
that  these  funds  were  liable  to  be  pledged  the 
position  they  were  in  was  by  no  means  satis- 
factory. That  they  could  be  pledged  he  was 
not  convinced  at  all.  He  thought  the  House 
sued  the  country  at  large  would  be  much  better 
satisfied  if  there  was-  an  amendment  of  the 
Public  Revenues  Act  brought  in  to  put  these 
trust  funds  in  an  absolutely  safe  position  ;  that 
there  should  not  be  two  interpretations  of  the 
meaning  possible.  A  new  clause  should  be  in- 
serted, saying  that  the  funds  belonging  to  the 
Publio  Trust  Office  and  the  funds  belonging 
to  the  Post  Office,  and  other  funds,  could  not 
be  pledged,  and  could  not  be  taken  out  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  except  for  specific  pur- 
poses, and  that  they  could  not  be  pledged  for 
any  purpose  at  all.    He  thought  they  should 


place  the  securities  in  a  firm  position,  be- 
cause, as  the  law  stood  now,  they  did  not  know 
that  perhaps  next  year  or  the  year  after  they 
might  have  these  funds  pledged,  and  yet  they 
were  given  to  suppose  that  the  custodians  of 
these  funds  were  satisfied  with  the  position. 
If  it  was  the  fact  that  these  funds  could  be 
pledged,  and  the  oustodians  were  satisfied,  it' 
would  be  a  very  good  reason  for  inquiry  by  the 
House,  so  as  to  have  the  custodians  before 
them,  and  to  ask  them  how  the'y  were  satisfied 
with  the  position.  It  would  only  be  fair  to  the 
people  who  deposited  their  money  in  the  Post- 
Office  Savings-Bank,  and  to  those  whose  estates 
were  left  to  the  administration  of  the  Public 
Trustee.  He  hoped  that  Government  would 
reconsider  this  matter.  He  hoped  they  would 
remember  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
satisfaction in  the  country  and  a  good  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  in  the  House  at  the  position  of 
these  trust  funds,  and  that  the  position  might 
very  easily  be  put  straight  and  the  dissatisfac- 
tion removed  by  bringing  in  an  amendment  of 
the  Public  Revenues  Act.  Let  them  say  at 
once  there  was  some  doubt  about  the  law.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  said  it  was  one  thing  and  the 
Publio  Trustee  said  it  was  another  thing.  Let 
them  state  exactly  what  the  law  was.  And  he 
might  say  they  could  not  blame  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  for  his  interpretation  of  the  law,  and 
neither  could  they  blame  the  Public  Trustee 
for  his  interpretation.  It  was  quite  clear  that! 
there  was  something  required  as  regarded  the 
sending  of  the  securities  out  of  New  Zealand. 
As  the  law  stood,  there  was  nothing  said  about 
sending  them  out  or  keeping  them  in  the 
colony,  but  it  said  "  three  custodians  shall  be 
appointed."  Now,  six  oustodians  had  been  ap- 
pointed— three  in  New  Zealand  and  three  in 
England.  He  did  not  say  there  were  not  cases 
in  which  the  securities  should  be  sent  to  Eng- 
land, but  what  he  did  say  was  that  if  they 
were  sent  there  the  Act  ought  to  provide  for 
oustodians  in  that  country,*  which  was  not 
the  case  now.  Therefore,  if  they  required  an 
amendment  of  the  Act — and  he  thought  they 
did — what  they  ought  to  have  was  a  substantial 
amendment  which  would  say  these  trust  funds 
could  not  be  used,  which  would  set  at  rest  once 
and  for  all  the  position  of  these  trust  funds, 
and  allay  the  feeling  of  members  of  the  House 
and  the  feeling  of  people  outside  the  House 
that  they  were  insecure. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  rose  to  second  the  motion, 
and  only  did  so  because  he  desired  that  this 
question  which  he  had  put  on  the  Order  Paper 
should  be  settled  once  and  for  all;  and  it  would 
also  save  him  the  necessity  of  asking  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  :  namely, 
Whether  he  considers  it  just  to  lower  the  rate 
of  pay  of  the  co-operative  Duiguid  and  other 
stonemasons  before  the  23rd  April,  when  they 
reoeived  the  following  letter  from  the  Engi- 
neer: "You  will  be  paid  in  future  at  the  re- 
duced rate  "  ?  Now,  that  was  just  the  point 
he  wanted  to  bring  before  the  Premier.  As  he 
understood  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  said 
he  would  be  prepared  to  pay  these  men  full 
rates  up  to  the  time  that  they  received  the, 
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general  intimation.  They  always  understood, 
with  regard  to  the  terms  of  a  contract,  if  tbey 
were  going  to  depart  from  that  contract,  it  was 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  written  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  written 
tontraot. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  pardon  him — the  men  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  they  had  signed  a  contract 
in  the  Engineer's  office  in  Dunedin  to  build  a 
certain  culvert  on  the  line.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  liked  he  would  read  the  whole  letter 
stating  their  case,  but  it  was  a  very  long  one, 
and  he  did  not  wish  to  take  up  much  time. 
Their  contention  was  this  :  that  they  were 
taken  on  at  the  Labour  Bureau,  in  Dunedin,  to 
perform  certain  stonemason  work  on  the  Otago 
Central  line ;  that  they,  in  the  Engineer's  office, 
signed  a  contract  for  a  specific  culvert  at  a 
given  price — he  thought  it  was  £1  Is.  6d.  per 
yard ;  that  after  commencing  on  that  culvert 
they  were  taken  off  to  do  some  other  work; 
that  they  again  went  back  to  the  culvert;  that 
within  a  month  of  the  completion  of  the  work 
the  Engineer  wrote  to  them — he  would  read 
that  part  of  the  letter  bearing  on  the  point,  so 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  might  see  how 
far  what  they  said  corresponded  with  what  the 
Engineer  said.    They  said  this : — 

"  About  a  month  from  finishing  the  one  con- 
tracted for  in  Dunedin" — he  wished  to  call 
the  Premier's  attention  to  that,  showing  they 
contracted  specifically  for  it — "  the  Engineer 
made  some  allusion  to  cutting  down  our  price, 
and,  a  few  days  before  being  done,  we  received 
a  letter  stating  that  3s.  6d.  was  to  be  taken  off 
the  yard.  We  at  once  stopped  work.  Our 
representative  went  to  the  Engineer  and  re- 
quested him  to  measure  up  the  masonry  we  had 
done,  as  we  considered  cutting  down  the  price 
wo  had  signed  for  a  great  injustice."  And  he 
thought  any  honourable  gentleman  would  think 
the  same.  "  He  sent  the  Inspector  to  measure 
up  next  day,  but  advised  us  to  finish,  as  we  had 
only  from  20  to  25  yards  to  do.  We  finished, 
and,  when  we  were  paid,  3s.  6d.  was  deducted 
the  yard  from  120  yards.  Sir,  we  consider  that 
money,  which  amounts  to  £21,  is  justly  due  to 
us.    We  claim  this  because  it  was  a  contract." 

Now,  that  was  a  most  specific  statement  on 
the  part  of  the  men.  He  had  known  these 
men  for  years.  He  knew  they  were  able  work- 
men, and  he  knew  honourable  members  could 
take  their  word,  and  he  also  knew  that  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  doing  this  work  they  would 
go  to  the  Engineer's  office  in  Dunedin  and  sign 
that  they  agreed  to  go  on  with  the  job.  Now, 
the  Engineer  himself  wrote  this  letter,  and  it 
was  one  of  the  most  peculiar  letters  he  had  ever 
heard  of.  It  showed  that  the  Government  were 
deliberately  determined  to  depart  from  the 
principle  they  laid  down  when  they  introduced 
the  co-operative  principle.  If  he  understood 
anything  of  that  principle,  which  he  had  always 
strongly  advocated,  it  was  that  the  Government 
should  lay  down  a  fair-price  system  for  their 
work,  and  that  the  work  should  be  given  out  to 
these  men  at  that  price.  What  was  the  principle 
Mr.  Earnahaw 


of  the  co-operative  contract  but  that  the  men 
should  not  loaf  on  the  Government, — that  the 
work  should  be  given  out  at  fair  fixed  rates,  so 
much  per  yard  for  the  excavating  work  of 
navvies  and  so  much  for  masonry  ?  Now,  this 
was  the  letter  the  department  wrote  to  the 
men: — 

44  Bail  way  Works  Camp. 

<(  You  were  informed  at  the  last  pay  that  the 
rates  for  work  were  to  be  so  reduced  that 
masons  would  average  10s.  per  day.  It  has, 
however,  since  been  decided  to  make  the  average 
lis.  per  day,  the  proportion  of  labourers'  wages 
to  masons'  to  remain  as  before. 

"  This  necessitates  a  reduction  in  the  prioe  of 
masonry  by  3s.  6d.,  making  the  rate  18s.  instead 
of  218.  6d.  per  yard. 

"You  will  be  paid  in  future  at  the  reduced 
rate. 

44  G.  L.  Cook, 
44  Resident  Engineer. 

44  Mr.  J.  Mellow, 

44  Headman,  gang  100  masons." 

Now,  he  submitted  to  the  Premier  that  this 
letter  showed  that  the  men  had  the  right  to 
say  that  up  to  the  time  they  received  this 
statement  their  rate  of  pay  was  £1  Is.  6d.  per 
yard,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  written  state- 
ment of  the  department,  if  they  proposed  to 
terminate  the  contract,  it  was  only  from  this 
date  that  the  reduction  of  3s.  6d.  per  yard 
should  take  place.  He  submitted  that  that 
was  a  fair  position  to  put  to  the  Premier,  and 
he  was  sure,  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
thought  the  matter  over,  he  would  do  the  men 
justice,  and  pay  them  the  full  sum  stipulated 
for,  and  up  to  the  time  when  the  Government 
department  terminated  the  contract.  He  took 
exception  to  some  of  the  remarks  the  Premier 
made  with  regard  to  the  money  which  the  men 
made.  What  was  the  average  the  men  made  ? 
12s.  3d.  for  stonemasons,  and  8s.  8d.  for  the 
labourers  attached  to  them.  Now,  the  basis 
that  had  been  fixed  by  the  Government  was  12s. 
a  day  for  artisans — that  was,  for  stonemasons 
and  bricklayers,  and  such-like— that  was  the 
standard  rate  of  wage  in  the  trade;  and  8s.  for 
labourers.  In  taking  the  contract  the  men 
had  to  take  the  risks  one  way  just  as  much  as 
the  other ;  and,  when  they  found  that  because 
they  made  3d.  a  day  more  for  artisans  and  2d. 
a  day  more  for  labourers  they  had  to  be  re- 
duced, it  put  him  in  mind  of  the  piecework 
system  in  the  railway  workshops,  by  which,  if 
the  men  put  on  piecework  made  even  6d.  more 
than  the  actual  standard,  they  did  not  get  it, 
even  though  they  did  the  work.  That  remark- 
able rule  was  adhered  to  in  the  railway  work- 
shops, and  he  thought  it  was  an  improper 
thing,  the  tendency  of  which  was  to  rob  the 
men.  This  reduction  which  the  Government 
had  made  in  the  case  of  the  men  now  under 
consideration  was  the  grossest  imposition  on 
the  labour-market  of  New  Zealand  that  had 
ever  been  perpetrated.  Fancy  an  artisan  who 
made  2d.  over  12s.  being  deprived  of  it !  Why, 
that  was  the  principle  that,  something  like 
fourteen  years  ago,  led  to  a  great  strike  in 
New  Zealand,  when  the  men  in  the  railway 
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workshops  struck  against  the  Hall  Government 
for  reducing  them  10  per  cent.  This  was  a 
great  deal  more  than  10  per  cent. ;  and  this  not 
•only  applied  to  the  artisans,  hut  it  was  always 
taking  place  with  unskilled  labour,  such  as 
-navvying,  in  the  formation  of  the  roads  and 
railways  of  the  oolony.  He  thought  the  posi- 
tion of  these  men  was  a  very  hard  one.  This 
'was  not  all ;  there  was  more  .than  this.  There 
-were  certain  other  culverts  besides  the  one  he 
bad  mentioned.  They  were  told  they  would 
have  the  lot  to  do.  They  went  to  the  quarries, 
-therefore,  where  they  could  quarry  the  stone 
they  required  for  the  culverts,  and  they  .quarried 
something  like  about  80  to  100  yards  of  6tone. 
They  were  told  afterwards  that  they  could  not 
have  those  culverts,  and  they  were  given 
the  option  of  having  some  culverts  elsewhere. 
They  had  to  take  them  up  or  else  go  about 
their  business.  They  used  40  yards  of  this 
stone,  but  the  cost  of  cartage  was  such  that  it 
practically  left  them  nothing  on  the  job.  The 
other  40  yards,  he  believed,  they  were  unable 
to  use  because  to  remove  it  to  the  place  of  the 
-contract  would  have  cost  them  more  than  the 
whole  price  of  the  contract.  He  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  if  this  was  to  be  the  proce- 
dure of  the  departmental  officers  on  the  Otago 
Central  line  in  regard  to  co-operative  workers, 
the  system  of  co-operative  works  was  doomed 
to  destruction.  Unless  the  men  were  able  to 
realise  that  in  dealing  with  the  Government 
they  wero  dealing  with  men  who  would  be 
■strictly  honourable  in  their  engagements — 
that  when  they  signed  a  contract  they  would 
be  bound  to  it  to  the  fullest  extent — that  the 
-Government  would  do  what  its  members  would 
-do  in  their  ordinary  private  transactions — what 
faith  could  the  men  have?  The  men  said 
they  signed  for  a  contract,  and  when  they  were 
found  to  be  making  a  little  more  than  was 
•contemplated  they  were  told,  "  I  reduce  you 
10  or  15  per  cent,  on  this  job."  He  trusted  the 
•Government  in  this  matter  would  deal  honour- 
Ably  with  these  men,  and  that  when  they  had 
signed  an  engagement  to  do  the  work  at  a 
specific  sum  the  Government  would  not  reduce 
the  rate  of  pay  they  were  to  do  it  for.  If  they 
wished  to  reduce  the  rates,  then  it  was  always 
within  their  province  to  do  that  by  giving 
fair  notice  of  the  termination  of  the  contract 

~q  before  reducing  the  rates.  He  con- 
tended  that  up  to  that  date,  the  23rd 
of  April,  these  men  had  a  moral  claim — he 
t>elieved  they  had  a  legal  claim — upon  the  Go- 
vernment to  have  this  money  refunded  to  them. 
It  was  most  improper  that  the  Government 
tiad  forced  the  workmen  into  litigation  in  order 
that  they  might  get  their  just  dues. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  question  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  and  the  an- 
swer received  from  the  Premier,  did  not  leave 
the  matter  in  a  much  better  position— that 
•was,  as  regarded  the  custody  of  the  securi- 
ties— in  fact,  the  answer  left  them  in  a  rather 
worse  position  as  to  what  was  the  custody 
of  these  securities.  The  Premier  replied  that 
the  officers  conneoted  with  the  departments 
concerned  were  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  the 


safe  custody  of  their  securities.  Now,  it  was 
all  very  well  for  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ments to  be  satisfied,  but  one  did  not  know 
what  might  happen  under  the  pressure  that 
a  Minister  might  have  exercised  upon  those 
officers.  The  position  ought  to  be  made  per- 
fectly clear  by  Act  of  Parliament  that  under 
no  pressure  whatever  from  the  Minister  or  any- 
body in  authority  could  those  officers  hand  up 
the  securities  exoept  for  the  purposes  of  their 
departments.  Of  course,  it  might  be  necessary, 
in  the  case  of  the  Post- Office  Savings-Bank, 
that  the  securities  should  be  realised  on  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  or  stopping  a  run, 
but  he  could  not  conceive  that  the  Public 
Trust  Office  should  hand  up  their  securities 
for  any  purpose  whatever.  Those  securities 
were  there  in  the  interests  of  those  who  had 
deposited  their  funds  in  the  Public  Trust 
Office,  and  the  same  applied  to  the  Govern- 
ment Insurance  Department ;  and  the  whole 
position  seemed  to  him  extremely  unsatis- 
factory, especially  with  regard  to  the  custody  of 
the  Public  Trust  Office  securities.  Honour- 
able members  would  find  that  in  England  the 
Public  Trust  Office  securities  were  in  the  cus- 
tody of  three  persons  appointed  under  one  Act, 
and  in  New  Zealand  the  securities  were  in 
the  custody  of  two  persons  appointed  under 
another  Act.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  told  them 
that  one  of  these  Acts  overrode  the  other. 
What  was  the  position  when  one  Act  which 
was  supposed  to  be  overridden  by  another  was 
in  operation  in  England  but  was  not  in  opera- 
tion in  New  Zealand  ?  The  position  was  very 
unsatisfactory,  and  the  result  was  that  they 
had  the  Public  Trust  Office  securities  in  New 
Zealand  in  the  hands  of  two  persons,  and  in 
England  they  were  in  the  hands  of  three  per- 
sons. He  did  not  want  to  dilate  upon  this 
question  of  securities,  because  they  had  dis- 
cussed it  pretty  considerably  already,  and  he 
intended  asking  a  question,  which,  probably,  he 
should  get  an  answer  to  when  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  came  back.  He  wished  to  ask  the 
Defence  Minister  to  reconsider  the  position 
of  the  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers  with  regard 
to  the  supply  of  Martini-Henry  rifles.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was,  no  doubt,  quite 
right  in  arming  the  infantry  corps  in  the 
centres  with  Martini-Henry  rifles.  That  was 
why  the  Naval  Artillery  made  no  great  fuss 
about  not  having  received  a  supply  up  to  the 
present.  They  felt  that  it  was  to  a  certain 
extent  just  that  the  infantry  should  be  armed 
with  Martinis  before  they — the  Naval  Artil- 
lery—got their  supply ;  but  where  the  injustice 
arose  now  was  from  the  fact  that  a  number  of 
Martini  rifles  had  come  out  quite  lately,  and 
the  infantry  corps  had  been  armed  with  them 
in  the  four  centres,  and  also  the  Engineers. 
Then,  they  had  the  batteries  of  Field  Artillery. 
The  Conference,  he  believed,  recommended 
that  the  batteries  should  have  no  small-arms 
whatever,  and  yet  they  were  being  treated 
more  favourably  than  the  Naval  Artillery.  They 
found  that  the  batteries  had  given  to  them 
twenty  Martinis,  while  the  Naval  Artillery  were 
only  allowed  ten.    He  wanted  to  know  why 
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this  was  being  done,  because  he  could  not  see 
the  justice  of  it,  especially  after  the  Confer- 
ence had  recommended  that  the  field  batteries 
should  not  have  small -arms,  except  a  few  for 
shooting  purposes.  The  Conference  did  not 
recommend  any  change  in  regard  to  the  Naval 
Artillery.  They  were  to  be  armed  with  small- 
arms  ;  yet  they  were  only  now  receiving  ten 
Martinis  per  company.  These  Naval  Artillery 
corps  were  the  largest  Volunteer  corps  in  the 
colony  ;  they  probably  were  larger  than  any  of 
the  infantry  corps ;  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  they  were  being  treated — as  they 
thought  —  with  injustice.  They  were  agreed 
that  it  was  an  injustice,  and  he  should  not  be 
at  all  surprised  if  they  did  not  indignantly 
return  the  rifles  to  the  Defence  Minister, 
which  he  had  kindly  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal. He  understood  that  there  were  still  a 
a  number  of  Martinis  in  reserve.  What  was 
the  good  of  keeping  those  in  reserve,  and  why 
should  they  not  be  distributed,  and,  at  any 
rate,  ten  more  given  to  the  Naval  corps  in 
the  centres?  That  would  place  them  in  the 
same  position  as  the  batteries,  and  give  them 
twenty  each.  Then  he  thought  they  might 
reasonably  wait  until  another  supply  arrived. 
He  was  also  dissatisfied  with  the  Premier's 
reply  as  to  the  supply  of  ammunition.  Of 
course,  he  had  twitted  him  (Mr.  Allen)  with 
asking  for  arms,  and  then  with  grumbling 
because  there  was  no  ammunition  to  fire.  If 
the  honourable  gontleman  would  give  them 
the  arms  they  would  undertake  to  badger  him 
until  he  also  gave  them  the  ammunition.  But 
the  ammunition  would  be  of  no  use  if  he  did 
not  supply  them  with  rifles.  It  would  be  of 
some  use,  however,  if  they  were  allowed  an 
extra  ten  rifles  out  of  the  160  that  were  left. 
If  that  were  done,  he  would  undertake  to  say 
that  they  would  keep  him  going  until  they  also 
got  the  ammunition  required.  He  regretted  to 
hear  that  the  contract  entered  into  with  the 
Colonial  Ammunition  Company  had  not  been 
carried  out  satisfactorily,  and  that  the  powder 
used  was  not  up  to  the  mark.  He  supposed 
that  explained  the  reason  why  the  supply  of 
ammunition  was  so  small.     The  position  at 

E resent  was  that  to  the  four  centres  a  num- 
er  of  rounds  of  ammunition  had  been  sent, 
and  were  there  kept  in  reserve.  The  Defence 
Minister  had  told  the  House  that  they  were 
there  for  issue,  or  for  sale,  or  as  a  reserve.  If 
his  company  applied  for  a  supply  of  Martini 
ammunition  in  Dunedin  they  would  not  get  it, 
either  by  way  of  purchase  or  issue*  from  the 
Defence  Department.  It  was  there  held — why 
he  did  not  know— for  a  reserve.  They  could 
not  get  any  Martini  ammunition  in  Dunedin, 
and  he  did  not  think  that  they  could  get  any 
in  any  of  the  four  centres.*  Of  course,  it  was 
quite  right  that  there  should  be  a  reserve  of 
ammunition,  but  it  was  quite  time  that  the 
Volunteers  got  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the 
Martini  ammunition ;  and  unless  it  was  sup- 
plied to  them  how  were  they  to  do  so?  He 
would  ask  the  Premier  to  have  issued,  or  made 
available  for  purchase,  the  supply  now  in  the 
large  centres,  or  to  have  some  of  it  issued.  He 
Mr.  Allen 


would  also  ask  bim  to  reconsider  the  answer,  asv 
to  the  rifles  for  the  Naval  Artillery,  in  the  direc- 
tion he  had  asked.  There  was  great  feeling 
about  the  matter.  The  corps  felt  that  they 
had  been  unjustly  treated,  and  that  they  were 
placed  on  a  very  much  worse  footing  than 
other  Volunteers  who  had  not  such  a  good 
claim  to  be  supplied  with  Martinis. 

Mr.  MORRISON  would  not  have  risen  to 
take  part  in  that  debate  had  it  not  been  for 
some  remarks  which  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw). 
If  ever  there  was  an  illustration  of  the  old 
adage  "  Save  us  from  our  friends,"  they  would 
find  it  in  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  afternoon.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  professed  to  be  trying  to  fight 
the  battles  of  certain  stonemasons  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Otago  Central  Railway.  Now, 
what  were  the  actual  facts  in  connection  with 
that  contract?  Some  considerable  time  age 
a  communication  was  forwarded  to  the  senior 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Pinkerton),  and 
a  copy  of  it  to  Mr.  Earnshaw  and  himself.  In 
consultation  with  Mr.  Pinkerton  they  recog- 
nised that  their  duty  was  to  bring  the  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  department.  They  did 
so,  and  went  about  the  matter  with  the  ex- 
pressed intention  of  trying  to  remedy  the  griev- 
ance complained  of.  But  what  did  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw) 
do  ?  He  placed  a  notice  on  the  Order  Paper  for 
the  purpose  of  making  capital  for  himself  out  of 
these  men's  grievances,  instead  of  approaching 
the  department  and  asking  for  an  explanation 
of  the  matter.  He  and  Mr.  Pinkerton  ap- 
proached the  department,  and  received  a  reply, 
which  he  had  handed  to  Mr.  Earnshaw,  and 
which  that  honourable  gentleman  had  used  in 
support  of  his  motion  on  the  Order  Paper. 
Was  that  fair  ?  With  this  information  he  had 
given  him  he  had  been  fighting  on  behalf  of 
the  workmen 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  had  asked  him  to  use  the  information  and 
to  send  it  down.  He  had  replied,  "No;  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  better  give  it  him* 
self." 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  what  had  occurred  was 
this :  He  and  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  (Mr.  Pinkerton)  saw  the  Premier,  who 
said,  "If  it  will  be  of  the  slightest  service  to 
you,  here  are  the  papers.  You  can  forward 
the  reply  I  have  received  from  the  department 
down  to  the  men."  He  (Mr.  Morrison)  showed 
the  reply  they  had  received  from  the  Premier 
to  Mr.  Earnshaw.  The  honourable  gentleman 
wished,  however,  to  make  extracts  from  the 
papers  to  support  his  notice  of  motion  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  and  he  (Mr.  Morrison) 
answered,  "For  Goodness'  sake  do  not  do 
anything  of  the  kind.  This  is  a  private  corn*. 
munication  I  have  received  from  the  depart- 
ment, and  you  have  no  right  to  use  it  in  the 
House."  That  was,  he  thought,  a  complete 
answer  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  said.  There  was  a  misunderstanding  ag 
between  these  masons  and  the  department. 
He  did  not  say  the  department  was  right ;  no- 
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doubt  the  masons  were  suffering  an  injustice. 
They  received  notice  that  there  was  going  to 
be  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  work  after  a 
certain  date,  and  they  were  informed  that 
until  the  hour  they  received  the  notice  they 
would  be  paid  the  price  originally  agreed  upon, 
£1  Is.  6d.  per  cubic  yard.  The  question  arose 
as  to  when  they  received  the  notice.  The  de- 
partment represented  that  the  men  received 
it  a  month  prior  to  the  23rd  April.  The  men 
said  they  received  it  on  the  23rd  April.  He 
did  not  know  which  was  correct,  but  he  had 
forwarded  the  reply  to  the  men.  Seeing,  how- 
ever, that  the  matter  was  sub  judice,  he 
thought  that  this  discussion  was  entirely  out 
of  place  at  this  particular  time,  and  he  would 
not  have  risen  had  it  not  been  for  the  remark* 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  last  Rpoken  had  forgotten 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Earnshaw)  was  not  going  to  miss  a  golden 
opportunity.  He  was  not  of  so  retiring  a  dis- 
position as  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  never  imputed  mo* 
tives,  but  it  might  be  inferred  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  preferred  to  make 
capital  out  of  anything  as  against  the  Govern- 
ment, rather  than  to  redress  the  grievance  of 
these  masons,  if  such  grievance  existed.  That 
was  the  difference  between  the  two  members : 
the  honourable  member  for  Caversham  was 
desirous  to  see  every  justice  done  to  the  men, 
and,  if  they  had  a  just  grievance,  that  it  should 
be  redressed,  and  went  about  it  in  a  way  that 
would  tend  to  get  it  redressed ;  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw) 
had  gone  about  it  in  such  a  way  that  if  there 
was  a  Minister  for  Public  Works  who  would  take 
notice  of  small  things  he  would  punish  these 
men  because  of  the  aotion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City.  He  (Mr.  Seddon) 
was,  however,  not  a  man  of  that  stamp.  The 
point  at  issue  in  regard  to  these  men  was  very 
simple.  It  had  been  said  there  was  a  formally- 
signed  contract  with  these  men.  He  said  no 
such  thing  existed.  If  the  honourable  member 
looked  at  the  co-operative-contract  regulations 
he  would  find  it  impossible.  If  that  were  so  it 
would  be  simply  going  back  to  the  old  contract 
and  middle-man  system.  There  was  no  such 
thing  as  a  formal  contract  for  a  specific  work 
which  might  last  for  weeks  or  months.  If  any 
officer  of  his  had  entered  into  such  a  oontract 
it  was  in  direct  violation  of  the  specifications 
of  the  co-operative  system.  In  the  special  con- 
ditions in  section  10  were  the  words,  "  Pay- 
ments will  be  made  monthly,  or  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  for  the  full  value  of  the  work  done  ac- 
cording to  the  estimate  of  the  Resident  Engi- 
neer."   And  in  clause  13, — 

"  The  Government  reserves  the  right  to  atop 
the  works  at  any  time  by  the  officer  in  charge 
giving  written  notice  to  the  head  man  that  the 
works  are  to  be  stopped ;  and  the  giving  of  such 
notice  shall  have  the  effect  of  determining  the 
contract.  In  the  event  of  this  right  being 
exercised  by  the  Government,  the  party  shall 
accept  payment  of  the  full  value  of  the  work 


done  (to  be  assessed  by  the  Resident  Engineer) 
up  to  the  date  of  the  notice  determining  tho 
contract  as  a  discharge  from  the  works  and  of 
all  claims  against  the  Government  on  account 
of  the  contract." 

It  was  his  place  to  stand  up  for  his  offioers, 
but  that  officer  had  been  on  two  or  three 
works,  and  in  regard  to  this  Otago  work  griev- 
ance after  grievance  had  arisen.  He  regretted 
that  it  should  be  so,  and  he  had  no  desire  that 
any  officer  should  be  unjust  to  the  workmen ; 
there  must  be  in  all  cases  of  this  kind  give  and 
take  ;  but  this  had  arisen,  and  he  must,  for  the 
present  at  all  events,  support  his  officer.  That 
gentleman  said  in  his  report  that  when  paying 
the  men  he  gave  them  notice  that  they  would 
have  to  go  on  at  reduced  rates.  Something 
had  come  out  regarding  their  having  knocked 
off  work,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  had  said.  Did  they  knock  off  on  the 
23rd  April,  or  did  they  prior  to  that  say  they 
were  not  going  to  work  ?  The  officer  distinctly 
said,  "  I  notified  you  when  you  received  your 
last  pay  that  you  would  have  to  go  on  at  re- 
duced rates."  He  had  done  one  of  two  things 
— he  had  either  disobeyed  instructions,  or  he 
was  getting  out  of  it  by  saying  he  did  it.  The 
only  way  to  get  at  the  matter  was  to  find  out 
whether  when  he  paid  the  men  he  gave  notice 
that  they  were  to  go  on  at  reduced  rates.  If 
he  did  so  the  men  had  no  case.  These  masons 
were  making  12s.  3d.  a  day,  and  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  country  10s.  and  12s.  was  the  rate 
paid,  so  they  had  no  reason  to  grumble  on  that 
acoount:  however,  if  they  made  £1  he  would 
not  demur  to  it  so  long  as  the  Engineer  com- 
plied with  his  instructions.  But  it  did  not 
tend  to  help  the  Government  in  carrying  out 
what  was  a  most  difficult  system,  —  that  of 
co-operative  works, — and  it  did  not  help  the 
workmen,  when  they  found  half  a  dozen  men 
engaging  the  attention  of  Parliament  over  a 
purely  departmental  matter.  He  did  not  know 
that  they  had  had  so  much  said  for  a  long 
while  in  respect  to  a  matter  in  which  the 
total  amount  involved  was  only  some  £25.  Of 
course  it  might  be  a  material  amount  to 
them ;  at  the  same  time,  he  said  he  had  faith 
in  the  officer  in  charge — Mr.  Ussher — in  whom 
he  had  the  utmost  confidence.  With  regard 
to  the  fact  of  the  men  leaving  the  job  and 
going  to  another  job,  he  must  say  that  was  a 
mistake  when  there  were  others  probably  walk- 
ing about  with  their  hands  in  their  pockets, 
while  these  masons  were  having  kept  for 
them  the  work  they  were  originally  engaged 
to  do.  The  officer  ought  to  have  made  them 
go  on  with  the  work,  and,  if  they  refused,  let 
others  have  it.  He  would,  however,  carry  out 
the  agreement  he  made  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham,  and  if  there  was  a 
doubt  in  regard  to  the  point,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary that  evidence  should  be  taken,  let  the  men 
sue  in  the  Magistrate's  Court.  He  would  take 
no  technioal  objection,  but  would  depend  on  the 
question  of  notice  or  no  notice,  and  that  would 
probably  settle  the  matter  effectually,  as  it  was- 
entirely  a  question  between  the  offioer,  who 
said  he  gave  notice  to  the  men,  and  the  men* 
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Vfho  said  a  mere  conversation  took  place  and 
they  did  not  understand  it.  He  thought  that 
'was  where  the  whole  trouble  arose.  With  re- 
gard to  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere, 
he  thought,  when  he  gave  that  honourable 
gentleman  an  answer  as  to  the  personal  mat- 
ter that  would  be  the  last  heard  of  it,  and  he 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  was  satis- 
fied with  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  reply.  But  it 
seemed  there  was  a  reservation,  because  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  his  reply  was  an 
excuse.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  never  excused  him- 
self in  the  slightest,  and  he  did  not  excuse 
himself  now.  What  he  said  then  he  would 
be  prepared  to  repeat  under  similar  circum- 
stances. The  honourable  gentleman  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Government,  and  supported 
the  Government  over  the  Serjeant-at-Arms 
question. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No! 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man voted  twice  with  the  Government  on  that 
question,  and  could  not  deny  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  voted  against  your 
motion  to  appoint  the  Serjeant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  when  the  Ministry 
were  challenged  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  the  honourable  gentleman 
voted  with  the  Government,  and  on  the  28th 
June  he  voted  with  the  Government,  and  the 
question  on  both  of  these  occasions  was  that 
about  the  Serjeant-at-Arms.  But  it  was  not  the 
time,  at  a  juncture  such  as  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, to  bring  up  ancient  history  and  to  drag 
the  Serjeant-at-Arms  into  a  debate  with  regard 
to  the  bank;  and  if  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  did  use 
words  to  the  honourable  gentleman  he  thought 
ho  was  a  very  good  friend  of  his  in  making 
the  suggestion  that  he  had  better  hold  his 
tongue  ;  and  there  were  other  members  to 
whom,  if  he  used  the  same  words,  they  would 
have  to  confess  he  had  done  them  a  good 
turn.  Possibly  if  he  had  not  been  up  so  late 
he  might  have  used  the  words,  "  Speech  is 
silver,  silence  is  gold.'1  The  only  thing  he 
-did  regret  was  that  the  gentleman  who  wrote 
the  article  in  the  Post  was  in  the  House— was 
that  circumstanoes  should  have  been  brought 
out  which  occurred  in  1873,  which  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  was  not  at  all  aware  of  then,  and 
that  an  unmerited  and  unwarranted  reflection 
should  have  been  cast  upon  one  of  the  most 
honourable  men  who  ever  sat  in  the  House, 
and  on  whose  honour  there  was  not  the 
slightest  taint :  he  referred  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Montgomery,  the  father  of  the  member  for 
Ellesmere.  Now,  as  regards  the  investment  of 
these  funds,  the  honourable  member  wanted 
the  securities  to  be  prevented  from  leaving  the 
colony.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  said  they  must  leave 
the  colony.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  stated  that  the  funds 
could  be  lodged  at  any  time  in  a  crisis— he 
forgot  the  proviso  the  Treasurer  used  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  with  the  consent  of  the  heads 
of  the  departments.  It  was  scarcely  fair  for 
the  honourable  member  to  keep  back  the  most 
important  condition  mentioned  by  the  Trea- 
surer. Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  Minister  of  Education  an  injustice  in 
saying  that  he  said  they  could  be  pledged  at 
any  time  and  under  any  circumstances.  The 
Minister  of  Education  said  nothing  of  the 
kind.  If  he  would  look  at  the  newspaper  re- 
ports, and  at  the  uncorrected  Hansard  proofs, 
ne  would  see  that  the  Minister  of  Education 
said  nothing  of  the  sort ;  and  he  was  sure  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  must  be 
under  a  misapprehension.  He  was  satisfied 
that  what  had  been  done  in  the  matter  was 
within  the  law.  The  honourable  gentleman 
should  have  waited  for  the  report  of  the  Publie 
Accounts  Committee,  when  the  matter  would 
be  brought  before  the  House. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  wished  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  He  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  Premier's  explanation,  but  would  divide  it 
into  two  parts.  As  far  as  it  referred  to  him- 
self, he  maintained  that  the  excuses  the  Pre- 
mier had  made  for  using  the  language  referred 
to  were  "  lame  and  impotent "  indeed.  So  far 
as  it  referred  to  his  father,  he  had  to  thank 
the  Premier  for  the  generous  and  manly  ex- 
pression of  opinion.  ' 

Mr.  REEVES,  as  a  personal  explanation, 
said  he  had  the  uncorrected  report  of  his  speech 
containing  the  expression  erroneously  quoted 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere.  He 
was  prevented  by  the  Standing  Orders  from 
quoting  it,  but  would  be  happy  to  show  it  to 
the  honourable  gentleman. 

The  hour  of  half- past  five  having  arrived, 
Mr.  Speakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  RESUMED. 

ALCOHOLIC   LIQUORS   SALE    CONTROL 
BILL. 

IN    COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2. — Interpretation.  Commencement 
of  Part  I.  on  day  next  before  day  appointed  for 
general  eleotion  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  or  earlier  date. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  moved  to  strike  out  all 
the  words  of  subsection  (3)  after  the  word 
"until." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  31. 

Bell 

Joyce 

Pirani 

Button 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Mackintosh 

Saunders 

Carroll 

MoGowan 

Seddon 

Collins 

McGuire 

Stevens 

Earnshaw 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Stout 

Green 

MoKenzie,  R. 

Te  Ao. 

Harris 

MoLachlan 

Heke 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Hall 

Hutch  ison, 

W.  Mitchelson 
Noes,  31. 

Mills. 

Allen 

Duncan 

Hutchison,  G, 

Buddo 

Duthie 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Buiok 

Flatman 

Lang    . 

Carnoross 

Fraser 

Larnach 

Carnell 

Hall-Jones 

Maslin 
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lOfr 


Massey 

McNab 

Montgomery 

O'Began 

Parata 

Pinkerton 


Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 

Paib. 


Willis 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Growther 
Thompson,  T. 


For.  Against. 

Lawry.  Meredith. 

The  Chairman  gave  his  casting-vote  in  favour 
of  the  "  Ayes." 

Words  retained. 

Clause  3. — Grant  of  licenses  subject  to  vote 
of  electors. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  to  strike  out 
subclause  (1),  "  Whether  the  number  of  licenses 
existing  in  the  district  ia  to  continue." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
44  That  the  subclause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Allen 

Bell 

Buddo 

Button 

Oadman 

Carroll 

Collins 

Growther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Eraser 

Green 

Hall 

Harris 

Lang 

Buick 

Carncross 

Carnell 

Earnshaw 

Platman 

Heke 


Ayes,  42. 
Larnach 
Lawry 


Parata 
Pinkerton 


Mackenzie,  T.   Reeves 
Mackintosh       Russell,  W.  R. 


Massey 

McGowan 

MoGuire 

McKenzie,  J. 

McEenzie,  R. 

McLachlan 

Millar 

Mills 

Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

Nobs,  21. 
Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Maslin 
McNab 
Newman 
O'Regan 


Hutchison,  G.   Pirani 
Hutchison,  W. 


Saunders 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Hogg 
Morrison. 


Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Tanner 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Hall-Jones 
Russell,  G.  W. 


For. 
Meredith. 


Paib. 


Pere. 


Against. 


Majority  for,  21. 

Subclause  retained. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved  to  strike  out  subclause 
(2),  "  Whether  the  number  of  licenses  existing 
in  the  district  is  to  be  reduced." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  subclause  stand  part  of  the  Bill.1' 


Allen 

Bell 

Buddo 

Buick 

Button 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 


Ayes,  51 
Duncan 
Duthie 
Earnshaw 
Flatman 
Frascr 
Green 
Hall 

Hall-Jones 
Harris 
Heke 
Hogg 


Hutchison,  G. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Maslin 

Massey 

McGowan 

McGuire 


Stout 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Montgomery 
Pinkerton. 


Majority  for,  56. 

Subclause  retained. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Clause  4.— -Poll  to  be  taken  on  day  of  general* 
election. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  moved,  That  the  1st 
subsection,  providing  that  licensing  poll  shall 
be  taken  in  district  when  electoral  poll  not 
required,  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  standi 
part  of  the  clause." 


McKenzie,  J. 

Pirani 

MoLaohlan 

Reeves 

McNab 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Mills 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Mitohelson 

Saunders 

Morrison 

Seddon 

Newman 

Smith,  E.  M. 

O'Regan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Parata 

Stevens 

Noes,  8. 

Mackintosh. 

Tellers. 

McKenzie,  R. 

Millar. 

Bell 

Button 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Collins 

Earnshaw 

Green 

Hall 

Heke 


Hutchison,  W. 

Allen 

Buddo 

Buiok 

Carncross 

Carnell 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Flatman 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  30. 
Joyce 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
MoKenzie,  R. 
MoLaohlan 
Millar 
Morrison 

Noes,  31. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W.     ' 
Lang 
Maslin 
Massey 
McNab 
Montgomery 
O'Regan 
Parata 
Pinkerton 


Hutchison,  G.   Russell,  G.  W. 
Pairs. 


Newman 

Pirani 

Reeves 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Stout. 

Tellers. 
Harris 
Mills. 


Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 
Willis 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Eraser 
Thompson,  T. 


For. 
Meredith 
Mitohelson. 


Against. 
Lawry 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  against,  1. 

Words  struck  out. 

Clause  6.— Number  of  proposals  to  be  voted' 
on. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  the  words  "or 
three  "  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  two." 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  40. 

Allen  Buick  Carnell 

Bell  Button  Collins 

Buddo  Carncross  Duthie 
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Flatman 
Fraser 
Hall- Jones 
Heke 

Hutchison,  G. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyoe 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 


-Cadman 
Carroll 
•Crowther 
Duncan 
Green 
.Harris 
Hogg 


For. 


Massey 

McGuire 

McNab 

Millar 

Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

Morrison 

Newman 

O'Regan 

Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Noes,  20. 
Kellv,  W. 
Mackintosh 
McRenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
Mills 
Parata 

Pair. 


Pere. 


Russell,  G.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Saunders 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stout 

Tanner 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Earnshaw 
Smith,  G.  J. 

Seddon 
Stevens 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Lawry 
McGowan. 

Against. 


Meredith. 


Majority  for,  20. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  7.— Provisions  subject  to  which  poll 
-to  be  taken. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  clause  be 
be  struck  out. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  clause  struck  out. 

Clause  8.  —  When  proposal  deemed  to  be 
carried. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved,  in  subclause 
(2),  to  strike  out  "  five,"  with  the  view  of  in- 
serting "  ten,"  so  that  the  number  of  publicans' 
licenses  be  reduced  by  not  less  than  10  per 
cent. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  *  five/  proposed  to  be  omitted, 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Cadman 

Carncros8 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall 

Harris 

Bell 

Buddo 

Buick 

Button 

Carnell 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Heke 


Ayes,  25. 
Hogg 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Lawry 

McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
Mills 
Reeves 

Noes,  81. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McGowan 
McGuire 
McNab 
Millar 
Mitchelson 


Russell,  W.  R. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Pinkerton. 


Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Saunders 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stout 

Tanner 

Wilson. 


Hutchison,  G.   Montgomery 
Hutchison,  W.  Newman 


Tellers. 
Hall- Jones 
Morrison. 
Maj6rity  against,  6. 
Word  struck  out,  and  word  "  ten  "  inserted. 
In  subclause  (3),  Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved  to 
.strike  out  the  words   "  not  less  than  three- 


fifths,"  with  the  view  of  establishing  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  bare  majority. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Buiok 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall 


Bell 
Buddo 
Button 
Carnell 
Earnshaw 
Hall-Jones 
Hutchison,  W, 
Kelly,  J.  W. 

For. 
Pere 
Parata. 


Ayes,  31. 
Harris 
Hogg 

Hutchison,  G. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLachlan 
Mills 

Noes,  22. 
Maslin 
Massey 
Millar 
Morrison 
Newman 
O'Regan 
Pinkerton 
Pirani 

Pairs. 


Mitchelson 
Montgomery 
Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Willis. 

Saunders 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Flatman 
McNab. 


Against. 
Meredith 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  against,  9. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved  to  omit  subclause  (4), 
and  to  substitute  therefor,  "  The  Returning 
Officer  shall,  in  the  matter  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, notify  to  the  Minister  the  number  of 
votes  recorded  in  favour  of  the  proposal  that  no 
license  shall  be  granted  in  the  colony." 

Subclause  in  Bill  struok  out,  subclause  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Pirani  inserted,  and  clause  as 
amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  11. — When  proposal  that  no  lioense 
be  granted  in  the  colony  deemed  carried. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  three-fifths,"  with  the  view  of  establishing 
the  principle  of  a  bare  majority. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  '  three-fifths,'  proposed  to  be 
omitted,  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Buick 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Fraser 

Green 


Bell 

Buddo 

Button 


Ayes,  31. 
Hall 
Harris 
Hogg 

Hutchison,  G. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Lawry 

McKenzie,  J. 
Mills 

Mitchelson 
O'Regan 


Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
McGowan 
Montgomery. 


Noes,  21. 

Carnell  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Flatman  Mackenzie,  T, 

Hall-Jones  Maslin 
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Massey 

MoNab 

Millar 

Morrison 

Newman 


Pinkerton 
Pi  rani 
Saunders 
Stout 


Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Earnshaw 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Paibs. 


For. 
McLachlan 
Meredith 
Parata. 


Against. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Pere 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  10. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  word  retained. 

Clause  12. —  No  liquor  to  be  imported  or 
manufactured  thereafter. 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  omit  subsections  (c), 
(d),  and  (e)  in  subclause  3,  providing  that — 
ie)  no  person  selling  spirituous  or  distilled  per- 
fumes, or  druggists  selling  spirituous  liquors 
for  medicinal  purposes,  should  do  so  other- 
wise than  in  such  combination  as  renders  it 
unfit  for  use  as  a  beverage ;  (d)  the  Governor 
may  by  Gazette  declare  what  shall  constitute 
such  compounds;  and  (e)  such  notice  not  to 
relieve  chemists  from  reasonable  interpretation 
respecting  such  combination. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  subclauses  proposed  to  be  omitted 
«tand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  41. 

Bell 

Hogg 

O'Regan 

Buddo 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Buick 

Lang 

Pi  rani 

Cadman 

Lawry 

Reeves 

Carnoross 

Maslin 

Russell,  G.  W 

Oarnell 

McGowan 

Saunders 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  J. 

Seddon 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  B. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan 

McNab 

Stout 

Flatman 

Millar 

Tanner 

Hall 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Earnshaw 

Heke 

Newman 
Nobs,  10. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

AUen 

Dnthie 

Fraser 

Kelly,  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 

Tellers. 
Button 
Collins. 

•Green 

Mitchelson. 

Paibs. 

For 

Against. 

Hutchison,  G.            Willis 

McLachlan                Hutchison,  W. 

Meredith                    Pere 

Parata. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  31. 

Subclauses  retained. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  moved  to  report  progress. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ates,  31. 

Buiok  Duncan  Hogg 

Button  Flatman  Kelly,  J.  W. 

•Carncross  Praser  Kelly,  W. 

Collins  Green  Lang 

Crowther  Heke  Massey 


Millar 

Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

Morrison 

O'Regan 

Pinkerton 

Allen 

Bell 

Buddo 

Cadman 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Earnshaw 


Pirani  Thompson,  T. 

Russell,  G.W.  Willis. 
Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  G.  J.  Tellers. 

Stout  Duthie 

Tanner  Newman. 

Noes,  20. 

Hall  Mills 

Mackenzie,  T.  Reeves 

Maslin  Saunders 

McGowan  Seddon. 
McKenzie,  J.  Tellers. 

McKenzie,  R.  Hall-Jones 

McNab  Harris. 


Majority  for,  11. 
Motion  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  10th  September,  1895. 

Death  of  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 


took  the  chair  at 


DEATH  OF  HON.  MR.  MANTELL. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  notifying  the  Council  that  the 
Beat  of  the  Hon.  Walter  Baldock  Durant  Man- 
tell  had  become  vacant  by  reason  of  his  death. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  I  be- 
lieve I  have  had  the  misfortune  of  announcing 
more  death-messages  in  this  Council  than  any 
one  who  has  ever  preceded  me  in  the  office  I 
have  the  honour  to  hold.  It  has  been  my  privi- 
lege to  have  known  the  late  Mr.  Mantell  ever 
since  I  came  to  the  country,  and  really,  Sir,  I 
fail  to  find  any  words  to  express  my  admiration 
for  the  brilliant  talents  and  ability  of  that  dis- 
tinguished member  of  our  Counoil.  I  hate  this 
kind  of  message,  and  I  feel  I  never  can  do  any- 
thing like  sufficient  justice  to  the  memory  of 
the  many  distinguished  men  whose  death  an- 
nouncements I  have  made  here.  The  many  of 
us  who  knew  him  have  nothing  to  say  but  what 
is  good  of  the  late  Mr.  Mantell:  a  brilliant 
speaker,  and  a  distinguished  colonist,  and  one 
whose  early  history,  connected  as  it  was  with 
the  early  history  of  New  Zealand,  has  left 
behind  him  a  record  which  very  few  men  can 
beat.  I  feel  I  am  unable  to  do  anything  like 
justice  to  his  memory.  I  move,  Sir,  TJiat  we 
do  now  adjourn. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  thirteen  minutes 
to  three  o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  10th  September,  1895. 

Mines  Statement— Death  of  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell— Alco- 
holic Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Prayers. 

MINES  STATEMENT. 
(For  tablet  referred,  to  in  the  Statement,  see  Appendix 

Mr.  0 adman  laid  the  following  State- 
ment on  the  table,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed : — 

Mr.  Speaker, — After  the  general  depression 
in  mining  which  has  existed  in  several  dis- 
tricts for  years  past,  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to 
be  able  to  state  that  the  prospects  for  the 
future  development  of  our  mineral  wealth 
present  brighter  aspects,  and  are  of  a  more 
encouraging  nature  than  have  prevailed  for  a 
.long  time  past.  The  cause  of  this  depression 
may  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  sufficient 
capital  to  properly  prospect  and  open  up 
quartz-mining  properties.  Especially  has  this 
want  been  felt  where  operations  have  to  be 
undertaken  at  deep  levels,  and  large  quanti- 
ties of  water  have  to  be  contended  with.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  the  alluvial  drifts  the 
scarcity  of  water  limits  the  extent  to  which 
hydraulic  -  sluicing  operations  can  be  carried 
on. 

In  opening  out  quartz  -  mines,  and  in  the 
early  stages  of  working  them,  comparatively 
little  capital  is  required  to  make  the  enter- 
prise remunerative.  The  gold  which  is  found 
near  the  outcrops  of  the  lodes  is  generally 
in  a  free  state,  and  not  so  much  associated 
with  baser  minerals  as  it  is  at  a  greater 
depth.  Moreover,  the  lodes  so  far  have  proved 
rioher  near  the  surface  than  at  deeper  levels. 
The  profits  derived  from  working  the  mines 
when  they  were  first  opened  up  were  conse- 
quently greater  than  at  the  present,  while 
the  cost  of  prospecting  at  that  time  was  very 
much  less.  Some  of  the  quartz-mines  which 
have  been  opened  for  the  last  eighteen  years 
have  now  reached  such  a  depth  as  to  require 
powerful  machinery  to  work  them.  This  in- 
volves a  considerable  outlay,  which,  together 
with  the  cost  of  carrying  on  extensive  pro- 
specting operations  and  opening  out  the  mines 
at  deep  levels,  has  been  beyond  the  means  of 
most  of  the  mining  companies,  which  have 
heretofore  principally  consisted  of  local  share- 
holders. 

The  large  demand  for  properties  by  English 
capitalists  who  are  anxious  to  invest  their 
money  in  mining,  and  who  are  now  providing 
funds  for  opening  up  some  of  the  older  mines 
in  which  operations  have  been  suspended  for  a 
considerable  time  past,  will  be  the  means  of  ex- 
panding the  quartz-mining  industry  and  giving 
such  an  impetus  to  mining  generally  as  has 
not  been  felt  since  the  early  days  of  the  Thames 
and  Reef  ton  fields.  It  is,  however,  asserted  by 
foreign  capitalists  that  sufficient  inducement 


is  not  given  for  investing  large  sums  of  money 
in  mining  ventures,  as  the  tenure  is  too  limited, 
and  the  Legislature  does  not  provide  sufficiently 
large  areas  of  ground  in  one  claim.  There  oan 
be  no  doubt  that  our  method  of  quartz-mining: 
in  the  past  has  been  of  a  primitive  nature. 
Experience  is  teaching  us  that,  with  our  sys- 
tem of  forming  numbers  of  companies  with 
very  limited  capital,  each  having  a  secretary,, 
mine-manager,  and,  on  an  average,  only  from 
six  to  ten  miners,  it  is  impossible  to  make 
dividends  for  forty  or  fifty  shareholders.  It  is 
therefore  proposed  to  introduoe  legislation  to 
meet  the  views  of  capitalists,  in  the  direction 
of  giving  them  extended  areas  for  their  opera- 
tions. It  will  be  for  the  House  to  express  its- 
opinion  on  this  subject  when  the  Bill  is 
introduced. 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  gold-mining  at 
the  Thames  has  been  greatly  depressed  for 
some  years  past,  owing  to  the  want  of  oapitai 
to  test  the  value  of  the  lodes  below  the  500ft. 
level.  It  affords  me  pleasure,  however,  to  be 
in  a  position  to  inform  honourable  members- 
that  an  English  company  has  been  formed  to- 
sink  a  shaft  on  this  field  to  a  depth  of  2,000ft. , 
and  to  erect  a  pumping-plant  capable  of  lifting 
2,000  gallons  of  water  a  minute  from  that 
depth. 

The  discovery  of  rich  auriferous  lodes  in  the- 
Coromandel  district,  together  with  the  finding 
of  a  large  lode  of  auriferous  quartz  in  the 
Kapanga  Company's  mine  in  a  bore  which  was 
put  down  from  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  about 
1,000ft.  below  the  surface,  has  given  the  share- 
holders in  that  company  sufficient  encourage- 
ment to  continue  the  sinking  of  their  shaft* 
At  Reefton  new  lodes  have  been  discovered 
during  the  past  year  at  deeper  levels  than* 
hitherto  worked,  containing  ore  of  a  highly- 
payable  character.  This  has  given  an  impetus 
to  mining  in  that  locality  also.  These  dis- 
coveries at  lower  depths  clearly  demonstrate- 
the  existence  of  new  lodes  of  ore  in  mining 
properties,  some  of  which  were  previously 
deemed  valueless. 

Dredging  as  applied  to  mining  is  entirely 
confined  to  Otago  and  the  West  Coast,  where  it 
is  likely  to  be  greatly  used  in  future  for  work- 
ing the  beds  of  rivers,  and  shallow  ground  where- 
there  are  large  bodies  of  water  to  contend  with, 
and  where  there  is  no  fall  for  tailings  ;  and  also 
for  working  the  black-sand  leads  on  the  ocean- 
beaches.  The  recent  improvement  made  in 
dredges,  by  which  the  tailings  are  lifted  and 
stacked  some  distance  away  from  the  stern, 
has  greatly  increased  the  usefulness  of  these- 
machines,  as  it  enables  ground  to  be  now 
worked  remuneratively  that  could  not  be  done 
otherwise.  The  results  of  dredging  on  the 
beaches  on  the  West  Coast  have  not  so  fax- 
proved  a  great  success,  owing  to  the  gold-saving 
appliances  being  unsuitable  for  the  character 
of  the  gold  found  ;  but  no  doubt  improvements- 
will  be  made  to  cope  with  this  difficulty,  and 
when  this  is  done  it  must  lead  to  the  use  of 
a  very  large  number  of  dredges. 

The  method  adopted  at  Skipper's,  in  Otago,. 
whereby   dredges   are  worked   t>y  eleotrioity, 
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appears  to  me  to  be  one  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration in  other  parts  of  Otago,  where 
steam-power  is  being  used.  This  applies  more 
specially  to  dredges  working  on  the  Clutha 
Hiver,  where  there  is  ample  water-power  avail- 
able to  generate  sufficient  electricity  as  a 
motive-power  for  far  more  dredges  than  are  at 
the  present  time  working  between  Roxburgh 
anfl  the  Beaumont  Bridge. 

Improvements  are  also  being  made  every 
year  in  hydraulic  and  elevating  appliances, 
enabling  ground  to  be  now  successfully  worked 
whioh  a  few  years  ago  was  considered  valueless. 
The  extensive  areas  covered  with  auriferous 
gravel  which  can  be  worked  by  means  of  these 
appliances  will  afford  profitable  employment 
to  a  large  mining  population  where  sufficient 
water  can  be  got  to  command  and  work  the 
ground. 

The  recent  discoveries  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred will  no  doubt  give  more  confidence  to 
men  to  invest  their  capital  in  mining  ventures, 
and  will  be  the  means  of  prospecting  operations 
being  more  vigorously  carried  on  than  hereto- 
fore. With  competent  management  many  of 
the  mining  properties  recently  taken  up  are 
likely  to  prove  remunerative  ventures,  and, 
although  rich  returns  can  hardly  be  expected 
from  every  mine,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
majority  of  them  will  yield  fair  interest  on  the 
outlay. 

Considerable  attention  is  being  given  to  coal- 
mining, and  there  is  a  steady  increase  in  the 
output;  but,  as  the  West  Coast  is  the  only 
place  where  coal  has  yet  been  found  in  the 
colony  suitable  for  sending  to  foreign  markets, 
vre  must  not  expect  a  large  export  to  other 
countries  until  such  time  as  the  West  Coast 
harbour-works  are  more  advanced,  to  admit  of 
large  vessels  being  engaged  in  the  coal  trade. 

Mineral  Production. 

The  quantity  of  gold,  silver,  and  other 
minerals,  including  kauri-gum,  produced  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December  last  will  be 
found  in  Table  No.  1  annexed.  The  production 
of  gold  and  silver  was  275,792oz.,  representing 
a  value  of  £894,536,  whereas  the  value  for  the 
previous  year  was  £922,881.  This  shows  a  de- 
crease in  the  value  last  year  of  £28,345.  720,256 
tons  of  other  minerals  were  produced,  represent- 
ing a  value  of  £398,139,  as  against  a  value  of 
£389,018  for  the  previous  year ;  and  the  produc- 
tion of  kauri-gum  was  8,338  tons,  having  a 
value  of  £404,567,  as  against  8,317  tons  for  the 
former  year,  which  had  a  value  of  £510,775. 

The  quantities  and  value  of  the  mineral  pro- 
ductions for  the  year  were :  Gold,  221,615oz., 
value  £887,839  ;  silver,  54,177oz.,  value  £6,697  ; 
antimony-ore,  44  tons,  value  £761 ;  manganese- 
ore,  584  tons,  value  £1,156;  mixed  minerals, 
25  tons,  value  £353;  colonial  coal  exported, 
inoluding  that  whioh  was  used  in  coaling 
direct  steamers  to  England,  75,004  tons,  value 
£73,488 ;  coke  exported,  107  tons,  value  £160 ; 
colonial  coal  consumed  in  New  Zealand  644,542 
tons,  value  £322,271 ;  and  kauri-gum,  8,338  tons, 
value  £404,567 :  making  the  total  value  of  the 
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production    last   year   £1,697,242,  as  against 
£1,822,674  for  the  previous  year. 

The  total  value  of  gold,  silver,  and  other 
minerals,  inoluding  kauri-gum,  produced  in  the 
oolony  to  the  end  of  1894  was  £62,769,652. 

Gold-mining. 

Notwithstanding  the  decrease  in  the  yield  of 
gold  last  year  the  present  state  of  the  mines 
shows  that  the  gold-mining  industry  is  likely  in 
the  future  to  be  greatly  extended.  The  large 
demand  for  New  Zealand  mines  as  an  invest- 
ment for  foreign  capital  is  the  means  whereby 
properties,  in  which  mining  operations  have  for 
several  years  been  suspended,  owing  to  the 
want  of  money  to  develop  them,  can  be  again 
taken  up.  Fresh  ground  is  also  being  applied 
for  to  carry  on  more  extensive  prospecting 
operations  than  hitherto,  and  money  is  forth- 
coming to  assist  to  a  far  greater  extent  than 
heretofore  in  developing  our  mineral  resources. 
Every  encouragement  will  be  afforded  those 
who  wish  to  invest  their  capital  in  mining 
ventures  to  carry  on  their  operations  in  a  bond 
fide  manner  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  safeguards 
will  be  provided  to  prevent  large  areas  of 
mineral  lands  being  held  for  purely  speculative 
purposes. 

The  recent  discoveries  of  auriferous  lodes 
in  the  Beefton  district  at  deeper  levels  than 
hitherto  worked  have  given  an  impulse  to 
mining  in  that  locality,  as  these  discoveries 
have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  new  lodes  con- 
taining ore  of  a  payable  character  for  working 
will  be  found  at  great  depths,  to  take  the  place 
of  the  lodes  oarried  down  from  the  surface,  but 
which  have  cut  out.  Many  mines  which  have 
been  given  up  as  valueless  will  now  be  tested 
to  far  greater  depths  than  heretofore,  and  by 
judicious  management  they  will  yet  be  made 
to  yield  returns  which,  I  feel  confident,  will 
fully  recompense  the  owners  for  their  outlay. 

The  quantity  of  gold  entered  for  exportation 
through  the  Customs  for  the  year  ending  the 
31st  of  March  last—as  shown  in  Table  No.  2 
annexed — was  222,981oz.,  representing  a  value 
of  £889,545 ;  while  the  quantity  exported  for 
the  same  period  of  the  previous  year  was 
240,702oz.,  valued  at  £970,220.  This  shows  a 
deorease  last  year  of  17,721oz. ;  but  this  does 
not  in  reality  show  the  total  production,  as  there 
is  a  certain  quantity  of  gold  manufactured 
into  jewellery  in  the  colony.  Of  the  quantity 
exported,  Auckland  contributed  58,029oz. ; 
Marlborough,  l,911oz.;  Nelson,  l,633oz.;  West 
Coast,  85,015oz. ;  and  Otago,  76,393oz.  The  only 
district  in  whioh  there  was  an  increase  was 
Auckland,  the  export  being  5,603oz.  more  than 
for  the  previous  year ;  while  in  other  distriots 
the  decreases  were  as  follow:  Marlborough, 
351oz. ;  Nelson,  546oz. ;  West  Coast,  13,915oz. ; 
and  Otago,  8,512oz.  Of  the  total  quantity 
exported  last  year  Auckland  contributed  2602 
per  cent.;  Marlborough,  0*89  per  cent.;  Nel- 
son, 0*73  per  cent. ;  West  Coast,  88*13  per 
oent. ;  and  Otago,  34*27  per  cent. 

Earnings  of  the  Gold-miners, 
If  we  estimate  the  earnings  of  the  men  em- 
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ployed  in  gold-mining  on  the  same  basis  of 
computation  as  adopted  in  former  years — 
namely,  the  value  of  the  gold  entered  for  ex- 
portation, divided  by  the  number  of  miners 
on  the  different  gold  fields  as  returned  by  the 
Mining  Registrars — we  can  but  approximately 
reckon  the  net  receipts  of  the  men.  The  cost 
of  tools  and  interest  on  the  value  of  the  plant 
must  also  be  taken  into  consideration ;  but,  as 
'  this  cannot  be  ascertained,  the  average  value  of 
gold  for  each  man  employed  must  be  adopted. 

The  total  number  of  men  employed  last  year 
was  11,412,  as  against  11,553  for  the  former 
year — a  decrease  of  141.  The  decrease  was 
principally  in  the  Westland  District,  where 
the  number  was  613  less  than  for  the  previous 
year.  In  Otago,  also,  there  was  a  decrease  of 
59.  In  all  other  districts  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  employed,  especially  in 
the  Auckland  District,  where  461  more  men 
were  employed  than  for  the  previous  year.  If 
we  divide  the  value  of  the  gold  entered  for  ex- 
portation by  the  number  of  men  employed  in 
connection  with  the  gold-workings  last  year  we 
get  an  average  of  £77  18s.  lid.,  as  against  £83 
19s.  7d.  for  the  previous  year — a  deorease  of  £6 
Os.  8d.  If  the  value  of  the  gold  in  the  differ- 
ent districts  be  taken,  and  the  number  of  men 
employed  in  each,  it  will  be  seen  there  was 
£127  Is.  obtained  for  each  miner  in  the  Auck- 
land District,  £30  2s.  lOd.  in  Marlborough,  £30 
.  2s.  lOd.  in  Nelson,  £72  Is.  Id.  on  the  West 
Coast,  and  £69  5s.  2d.  in  Otago.  In  some 
places,  however,  the  miners  do  not  depend 
upon  gold -mining  alone  for  their  living,  as 
they  hold  land  under  the  occupation  system, 
or  have  small  homesteads  on  freehold  land, 
and  employ  portions  of  their  time  in  cultiva- 
tion, Ac. 

QUABTZ-  WOKKINGS. 

This  branch  of  the  gold-mining  industry  is 
steadily  progressing,  although  the  yield  of  gold 
from  the  whole  of  the  mines  last  year  is  nearly 
•  the  same  as  for  the  former  year.  There  has 
been  an  inorease  in  the  North  Island,  while  on 
the  West  Coast  there  has  been  a  considerable 
decrease.  During  last  year  116,094  tons  of 
quartz  and  tailings  were  treated  in  the  Auck- 
land District,  which  yielded  156,698oz.  bullion, 
representing  an  estimated  value  of  £261,746,  as 
against  bullion  to  the  value  of  £219,651  for  the 
former  year — an  increase  last  year  of  £42,095. 
In  Marlborough  only  25  tons  of  quartz  and 
tailings  were  treated  for  a  yield  of  14oz.  gold, 
having  a  value  of  about  £54  12s.  In  Nelson 
8,554  tons  of  quartz  were  crushed,  yielding 
657oz.  gold,  valued  at  about  £2,562.  On  the 
West  Coast  88,370  tons  of  quartz  and  tailings 
were  treated,  whioh  yielded  18,360oz.  gold,  re- 
presenting an  approximate  value  of  £71,604; 
and  in  Otago  13,890  tons  of  quartz  and  tailings 
were  treated  for  a  return  of  5,713^oz.  gold, 
having  an  estimated  value  of  £22,283.  The 
greatest  decrease  in  the  yield  of  gold  from 
quartz-workings  last  year  was  from  the  mines 
on  the  West  Coast.  It  amounted  to  10,193&oz. 
gold,  having  an  approximate  value  of  £42,610. 
The  total  quantity  of  quartz  crushed  and  tail- 
Mr.  Cadman 


ings  treated  last  year  was  171,433  tons,  whioh 
yielded  gold  and  bullion  to  the  value  of  about 
£358,250,  as  against  £359,490  for  the  previous 
year.  The  yield  last  year  from  the  quartz- 
workings  was  equal  to  40  per  oent.  of  the  total 
value  of  the  gold  entered  for  exportation. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  honourable  members 
for  me  to  state  that  52  per  cent,  of  the  total 
value  of  the  gold  and  bullion  obtained  in  the 
North  Island  last  year  was  extracted  by  the 
cyanide  process.  This  is  said  to  give  about  26 
per  oent.  more  of  the  gold  in  the  ore  and  about 
17  per  cent,  more  of  the  silver  at  the  Waibi 
Company's  works  than  was  obtained  previously 
by  the  most  approved  systems  of  amalgama- 
tion. Considerable  advances  have  been  made 
in  the  cyanide  treatment  since  it  was  first 
introduced,  and  no  doubt  by  further  experi- 
ments the  processes  will  be  greatly  improved 
in  future.  It,  however,  requires  men  specially 
trained  to  use  the  cyanide  process  successfully, 
as  they  must  have  a  knowledge  of  the  chemis- 
try of  minerals  as  well  as  understand  the 
action  of  alkaline  and  acid  substances  on  the 
ore  under  treatment,  and  the  percentage  of  the 
solvent  required  to  give  the  best  results  on  the 
different  olasses  of  ore. 

Coromandel. 

Owing  to  a  discovery  of  very  rich  ore  in  the 
Hauraki  Company's  ground,  which  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Coromandel  Company,  there 
has  been4  a  great  demand  for  mining  properties 
in  this  locality,  and  considerable  areas  of 
ground  have  been  purchased  by  English  com- 
panies, who  are  providing  money  to  develop 
their  claims.  The  discovery  of  this  rich  auri- 
ferous ore  was  made  by  Ross  and  party,  who 
were  working  on  the  tribute  system,  and  who, 
while  constructing  an  adit-level  to  their  sec- 
tion of  the  ground  struck  a  very  rich  lode 
outside  the  portion  of  the  ground  they  held, 
and  whioh  belonged  to  other  tributers — Legge 
and  party — who  had  done  no  work  on  their 
section.  Between  the  beginning  of  May  last 
year  and  the  2nd  of  January  of  the  present 
year  Legge  and  party  got  3,955oz.  gold,  repre- 
senting a  value  of  about  £11,929 ;  and  since  the 
company  took  the  ground  over  from  them  to 
the  24th  of  August  last  694  tons  of  stone,  yield- 
ing 15,935oz.  gold,  were  obtained,  equal  to  about 
22oz.  19dwt.  5gr.  of  gold  to  the  ton.  This  dis- 
covery has  led  to  the  taking-up  of  a  great  deal 
of  ground  where  very  little  work  had  been 
done  for  many  years,  and  to  the  commence- 
ment of  active  operations  there.  A  large 
amount  of  prospecting  has  been  done  in  the 
Kapanga  Mine,  whioh  also  belongs  to  an  Eng- 
lish company,  and  recently  the  returns  show  a 
marked  improvement.  The  property  known  as 
"  Scotty's,"  as  well  as  the  ground  on  the  Toka- 
tea  Range,  have  been  purohased  by  English 
companies,  and  are  now  being  worked. 

Some  of  the  mines  at  Euaotunu  give  promis- 
ing returns,  as,  for  instance,  the  Kapai- Ver- 
mont, and  this  will  tend  to  cause  more  atten- 
tion to  be  given  to  this  field. 

During  the  first  year  9,936  tons  of  quarts 
and  6,158  tons  of  tailings  were  crushed,  whioh 
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yielded  22,682oz.  gold,  representing  a  value  of 
£62,996 ;  while  265  men  were  employed  in  con- 
nection with  the  mines. 

Thames. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  falling-oil  in 
the  yield  of  gold  from  this  field  during  last 
year.  This,  however,  was  fully  anticipated,  the 
working  in  the  principal  mines  being  confined 
to  within  500ft.  of  the  surface,  below  which  no 
prospecting  operations  can  be  carried  on  until 
more  powerful  and  economical  pumping  ma- 
chinery is  erected,  and  a  shaft  sunk  below  the 
depth  of  the  present  level.  The  upper  levels 
having  been  worked  and  well  prospected,  there 
is  little  hope  of  striking  any  large  bodies  of 
^auriferous  stone  until  a  greater  depth  has  been 
reached.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rich  dis- 
coveries of  auriferous  lodes  in  the  Ohinemuri 
•district  have  attracted  the  attention  of  mining 
men,  and  this,  being  a  comparatively  new  field, 
offers  a  larger  scope  for  carrying  on  prospecting 
operations  than  the  Thames  field  at  the  present 
time.  A  company  with  a  considerable  capital 
has,  I  am  glad  to  state,  been  floated  in  London 
to  provide  ta  powerful  drainage-plant  to  drain 
the  water  at  the  Thames  to  a  depth  of  2,000ft., 
which  will  admit  of  the  field  being  opened  out 
afresh.  Where  so  large  a  quantity  of  gold  has 
already  been  obtained,  there  is  a  fair  proba- 
bility of  rich  discoveries  being  made  at  deeper 
levels  than  hitherto  worked ;  at  least,  this  has 
lteen  the  experience  of  every  other  gold  field 
where  rioh  stone  was  obtained  at  shallow 
•depths. 

During  the  past  year  25,971  tons  of  quartz 
and  11,938  tons  of  mullock  were  crushed,  which 
yielded  20,865oz.  gold ;  and  10,555  tons  of  tail- 
ings were  treated  for  a  return  of  l,945oz.  gold, 
representing  an  estimated  value  of  £59,840; 
while  598  men  were  employed  in  the  mines. 
Ohinemuri. 

This  goldfield  promises  to  be  one  of  wide 
-extent,  and  the  yield  of  bullion  is  steadily 
increasing.  A  number  of  large  lodes  are  known 
-to  exist,  containing  both  gold  and  silver,  and 
comparatively  little  prospecting  has  yet  been 
'done  on  any  of  them  with  the  exception  of  that 
carried  on  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Kara- 
ngahake,  Waitekauri,  and  Waihi.  The  great 
bodies  of  auriferous  and  argentiferous  ore  found 
.at  the  latter  place,  which  get  richer  as  the 
depth  of  the  workings  increase,  gives  a  value 
to  the  Waihi  Company's  property  at  the  pre- 
sent time  of  about  £1,000,000.  The  large  body 
of  payable  ore  in  this  company's  mine,  and  the 
steady  returns  of  gold  obtained,  have  attracted 
capitalists'  attention  to  this  locality,  and  a 
number  of  special  claims  have  recently  been 
taken  up  with  the  view  of  carrying  on  exten- 
sive prospecting  operations  in  other  parts  of 
the  field.  The  demand  for  mining  properties, 
where  considerable  sums  of  money  are  required 
as  a  working  capital,  is  greater  at  the  present 
time  than  ever  it  has  been  since  the  goldfields 
have  been  opened. 

The  discoveries  at  the  Qolden  Gross,  Waite- 
kauri, have  also  given  an  impetus  to  mining  in 
.this  locality.    The  large  auriferous  and  argen- 


tiferous lodes  containing  rich  ore  mark  this  as 
a  place  where  considerable  sums  of  money  will 
be  expended  in  prospecting  for  other  lodes,  and 
also  where  a  large  mining  population  will  find 
profitable  employment. 

During  the  past  year  31,221  tons  of  quartz 
were  crushed,  which  yielded  by  amalgamation 
16,572oz.,  and  by  the  cyanide  process  76,3G0oz. 
bullion  ;  while  19,837  tons  of  tailings  were  also 
treated  for  a  return  of  17,665oz.,  and  Sloz. 
bullion  by  amalgamation:  making  a  total  of 
110,628oz.  bullion,  representing  an  estimated 
value  of  £137,699,  which  is  equal  to  about 
£1  3s.  Id.  per  ounce ;  as  against  68,603oz.  bul- 
lion, having  a  value  of  £107,001,  for  the  former 
year,  which  is  equal  to  about  £1  lis.  2d.  per 
ounce :  while  538  men  have  been  employed  in 
connection  with  the  mines  last  year.  The 
recent  discoveries  last  year  and  the  good  returns 
from  the  mines  have  given  a  considerable  im- 
pulse jx)  mining  in  the  adjacent  districts,  caus- 
ing extensive  areas  to  be  again  taken  up.  It 
has  therefore  been  considered  advisable  to  ex- 
tend the  boundaries  of  the  goldfields  in  the 
Hauraki  district. 

Waiorongomai. 

Very  little  mining  has  been  carried  on  during 
the  last  year  on  this  field,  notwithstanding  the 
numerous  lodes  that  are  known  to  exist  con- 
taining both  gold  and  silver,  and  which  have  to 
a  certain  extent  been  proved  to  contain  suffi- 
cient bullion  to  make  them  remunerative  for 
working  if  a  suitable  process  were  adopted  to 
extract  the  bullion  from  the  base  metals  in  the 
ore.  Rich  patches  of  auriferous  ore  have  been 
obtained  from  the  main  line  of  reef  traversing 
the  country,  and  outcropping  for  some  miles 
along  the  range.  But  this  main  lode  has  never 
been  tested  at  any  great  depth,  although  this 
could  easily  be  done  by  adit-levels. 

During  the  last  year  only  about  sixteen  men 
were  employed  on  the  field,  and  891  tons  of 
quartz  crushed,  whioh  yielded  572oz.  bullion; 
while  250  tons  of  tailings  were  treated  for  a  re- 
turn of  55oz.  bullion,  representing  a  value  of 
£1,711. 

West  Coast. 

The  principal  quartz  district  of  the  West 
Coast  is  Inangahua ;  but,  unfortunately,  there 
has  been  depression  in  mining  there  for  some 
years  past.  It  is,  however,  gratifying  to  state 
that  this  cloud  of  depression  is  likely  to  be 
lifted,  and  things  are  assuming  brighter  as- 
pects than  they  have  done  for  some  time  past. 
Many  of  the  mines  have  been  worked  to  a  con- 
siderable depth;  but  until  last  year  nothing 
was  found  of  any  consequence  to  afford  en- 
couragement to  prospect  the  lodes  at  deep 
levels.  The  lodes  that  had  been  worked  from 
the  surface  were  found  in  some  of  the  mines  to 
get  broken  up  and  cut  out,  and,  even  when 
they  were  found  to  continue  to  go  down,  the  ore 
became  of  too  low  a  grade  to  prove  remunera- 
tive for  working.  This  being  the  case,  those 
who  were  interested  in  mining  properties  be- 
came disheartened  at  paying  calls  without  any 
likelihood  of  being  again  recouped  for  the  out- 
lay. 
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This  state  of  things  existed  last  year,  when  a 
new  lode  was  discovered  in  the  Keep  lb  Dark 
Mine  at  a  depth  of  about  770ft.  below  the  sur- 
face, near  where  the  lode  on  the  upper  levels 
cut  out.  After  sinking  on  this  new  lode  for 
100ft.,  it  was  proved  to  be  of  considerable  size, 
from  10ft.  to  12ft.  in  width,  and  the  crushing* 
recently  made  from  this  place  show  the  yield  to 
be  from  lOdwt.  to  15dwt.  of  gold  per  ton  ;  also, 
on  the  adjoining  mine,  the  Wealth  of  Nations, 
a  new  lode  has  been  found  at  a  greater  depth 
than  hitherto  worked,  and  promises  to  give 
good  returns.  These  discoveries  have  been  the 
means  of  directing  more  attention  to  quartz- 
•mining  on  this  field,  and  properties  are  being 
again  taken  up  which  before  were  considered 
of  little  or  no  value. 

There  has  reoently  been  a  considerable  de- 
mand for  mines  in  the  Reef  ton  district.  A 
Mr.  Ziman,  from  South  Africa,  has  lately  pur- 
chased several  mining  properties  with  the  view 
of  finding  sufficient  working  capital  to  open 
them  up  at  greater  depths,  and  to  carry  on  far 
more  extensive  operations  than  heretofore. 

At  the  Lyell  an  auriferous  lode  has  been  cut 
in  the  low-level  tunnel  constructed  by  the  Lyell 
Greek  Extended  Company  at  deeper  levels  than 
hitherto  worked,  which  promises  to  give  fair  re- 
turns for  a  time.  In  the  Grey  district,  at  Lang- 
don's,  a  lode  has  been  discovered  from  which 
exceedingly  rich  ore  has  been  obtained,  but 
sufficient  work  has  not  yet  been  done  to  ascer- 
tain the  extent  of  this  shoot  of  gold-bearing 
stone.  These  recent  discoveries  have  given 
more  confidence  to  men  to  invest  money  in 
opening  out  the  mines  on  a  more  extensive 
scale  than  heretofore,  and  to  carry  on  prospect- 
ing operations  at  deeper  levels. 

During  last  year  there  were  41,947  tons  of 
quartz  crushed  on  the  West  Coast,  which  yielded 
190,815oz.  gold,  representing  a  value  of  £75,301; 
while  about  414  men  were  employed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  mines. 

Otago. 

Although  there  has  been  a  large  quantity  of 
alluvial  gold  found  in  Otago,  this  part  of  the 
colony  has  never  been  to  any  extent  a  quartz- 
reefing  distriot.  The  richest  lode  yet  opened 
up  is  that  in  the  Cromwell  Company's  mine, 
at  New  Bendigo,  from  which  it  is  stated  about 
£400,000  has  been  paid  in  dividends.  Notwith- 
standing this  rich  find,  very  little  work  has 
been  done  in  this  mine  for  many  years  past, 
with  the  exception  of  taking  out  some  of  the 
blocks  of  stone  left  in  the  early  days — stone  at 
that  time  considered  of  too  low  grade  to  pay 
for  working. 

The  quartz-workings  at  Skipper's  and  Mace- 
town  are  the  oldest  in  Otago,  but  the  mines 
there  have  not  yielded  a  very  large  quantity  of 
gold — indeed,  it  is  questionable  if  ever  the 
mines  in  these  localities  have  yielded  in  the 
aggregate  as  muoh  gold  as  the  Cromwell  Mine 
at  New  Bendigo.  Comparatively  little  gold  is 
obtained  from  any  quartz-workings  in  other 
parts  of  the  Otago  District. 

Great  expectations  were  at  one  time  formed 
of  the  gold-bearing  qualities  of  the  quartz  reefs 
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in  the  vicinity  of  Wilson's  River,  near  Preser- 
vation Inlet,  but  these  expectations  have  not 
yet  been  realised  to  any  extent.  The  Golden. 
Site  Mine,  in  which  very  rich  stone  was  ob- 
tained, near  the  north  side  of  Wilson's  River,, 
has  not  been  proved  to  run  for  any  great  length. 
This  district  is,  however,  very  little  prospeoted, 
and  several  fresh  discoveries  have  been  made 
during  the  past  year,  which  tend  to  show  that 
both  in  the  alluvial  drifts  and  in  the  quartz, 
lodes  gold  will  be  found  remunerative  for  work- 
ing when  the  country  is  properly  opened  up. 

During  the  last  year  13,390  tons  of  quartz, 
and  tailings  were  crushed  and  treated,  which 
yielded  5,713Joz.  of  gold,  representing  a  value 
of  £22,283,  as  against  a  value  of  £22,015  for  the- 
former  year ;  and  there  were  about  355  men  em- 
ployed in  connection  with  the  quartz-workings. 

Summary  of  the  Quart*-workings. 
Taking  the  whole  of  the  quartz-workings  in 
the  oolony,  it  will  be  found  that  there  were 
171,433  tons  of  quartz  crushed  and  tailings 
treated  last  year,  which  yielded  181,442&oz.  gold 
and  bullion,  representing  a  value  of  £358,250; 
while  2,191  men  were  employed  in  connection 
with  quartz- workings. 

Alluvial  Minikg. 

The  alluvial  gold-workings  still  continue  to- 
supply  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  gold  obtained 
in  the  colony.  This  class  of  mining  is  entirely 
confined  to  the  Middle  Island,  as  only  a  small 
quantity,  about  67oz.,  came  last  year  from 
Stewart  Island.  The  immense  areas  of  ground 
covered  with  auriferous  gravels,  both  on  the 
West  Coast  and  in  Otago,  show  that  the  largest 
percentage  of  the  gold  produoed  will  be  derived 
from  the  alluvial  workings  for  many  years  to- 
come.  The  extent  to  which  these  workings  can 
be  carried  on  is  only  limited  by  the  quantity  of 
water  that  can  be  obtained  to  command  the 
ground.  It  is  only  in  a  few  localities  where  the 
wash-drift  is  sufficienty  rich  to  pay  for  mining 
in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term — that  is,  by  work- 
ing from  shafts  and  adit-levels.  The  principal 
workings  are  carried  on  by  hydraulio  sluicing 
and  elevating.  During  recent  years,  also,  much 
of  the  gold  has  been  got  by  using  dredging 
machines. 

The  auriferous  gravels  are  divided  into  five 
different  classes — namely,  the  recent  and  more 
modern  deposits ;  the  older  gravels  found  on  the 
West  Coast  belonging  to  the  Upper  Miocene  or 
Lower  Pliocene  periods ;  the  still  older  quartz 
drifts  found  in  Otago  from  the  denudation  of 
the  Silurian  quartz-schist  formation  which 
covers  so  large  an  area  in  that  district;  the 
more  concentrated  gravel-drifts  found  in  the 
beds  of  river 8  from  the  different  formations ;  and 
the  sea-beach  leads  along  the  coast-line,  to- 
gether with  those  formed  at  the  higher  levels 
on  the  West  Coast.  All  these  may  be  designated 
littoral,  fluviatile,  and  lacustrine  deposits. 

The  great  factor  for  carrying  on  alluvial 
mining  operations  of  every  description  is  water ; 
not  only  is  this  essential  for  hydraulic-sluicing, 
operations,  but  it  is  also  required  as  a  motive- 
power  for  working  pumping,  winding,  and  dredg- 
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ing  machinery.  Wherever  water  can  be  utilised 
-as  a  motive-power  it  lessens  the  cost  of  mining, 
and  enables  men  to  work  ground  remuneratively 
which  oould  not  be  done  if  steam  had  to  be 
used,  unless  the  operations  were  close  to  a  ooal- 
mine  where  fuel  could  be  obtained  at  a  cheap 
rate. 

The  mining  districts  in  Otago  being  princi- 
pally in  the  interior,  where  the  rainfall  is  con- 
siderably less  than  elsewhere  in  the  colony, 
extensive  water-races  and  reservoirs,  although 
they  may  cost  a  considerable  sum  to  construct 
'in  the  first  instance,  will  be  a  valuable  asset, 
as  when  they  are  not  required  for  mining  pur- 
poses they  can  be  fully  utilised  for  irrigation, 
and  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  both  agri- 
•cultural  and  pastoral  land. 

Provision  was  made  by  legislation  last  year 
to  afford  encouragement  to  those  interested 
in  mining  to  construct  large  water-supplies,  so 
•as  to  extend  the  scope  of  carrying  on  hydraulic- 
sluicing  operations ;  but,  so  far,  only  two  appli- 
cations have  been  made  for  subsidies  under  the 
regulations,  for  the  construction  of  water-races 
having  a  carrying-oapaoity  of  over  twenty 
sluice-heads.  Inquiries  are  now  being  insti- 
tuted as  to  collateral  advantages  to  be  derived 
^>y  the  proposals  submitted. 

In  order  to  allow  hydraulic-sluicing  opera- 
tions to  be  carried  on,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  proclaim  several  streams  as  watercourses 
into  which  tailings,  mining  d4brist  and  waste 
water  from  mining  claims  may  be  allowed  to 
be  discharged,  and  for  the  past  year,  and  up  to 
the  end  of  July  last,  £2,982  has  been  paid  as 
compensation  to  the  owners  of  land  alienated 
since  1886.  The  question  of  any  further  Pro- 
clamations will  have  to  be  carefully  considered, 
as  the  claims  for  compensation  in  many  in- 
stances amount  to  large  sums  of  money. 

Marlborough. 

The  alluvial  workings  in  this  district  are 
situated  in  the  Wairau  Valley,  Wakaraarina, 
and  at  Mahakipawa.  There  are,  however,  only 
a  limited  number  of  men  engaged  in  mining  at 
these  places.  At  Wakamarina  another  attempt 
is  being  made  to  work  the  gorge  near  the 
junction  of  Deep  Creek  with  the  river,  where 
several  companies,  after  spending  a  good  many 
thousand  pounds,  have  failed.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  present  company  will  benefit 
by  the  experience  of  their  predecessors,  and 
take  better  precautions  against  the  floods 
which  heretofore  have  prevented  the  bed  of 
the  gorge  being  worked. 

At  Mahakipawa  there  are  still  a  number  of 
men  employed  in  mining,  although  many  less 
than  there  were  two  years  ago.  Rich  auri- 
ferous wash-drift  has  been  obtained  in  the 
King  Solomon  Mine,  on  Mr.  Cullen's  freehold, 
.and  the  same  run  of  gold  is  likely  to  be  traoed 
further  down  the  flat.  The  difficulty  ex- 
perienced is  the  quantity  of  water,  which 
requires  good-sized  pumping  machinery  to 
overcome  it. 

The  total  number  of  miners  employed  in 
'the  Marlborough  District  last  year  was  253. 


West  Coast 
The  alluvial  workings  on  the  West  Coast 
extend  from  Collin gwood  to  Jackson's  Bay, 
and  include  mining  in  the  proper  sense  of  the 
term  —  namely,  sinking  and  driving — as  well 
as  hydraulic  sluicing  and  dredging.  The  latter 
branch  of  mining  is  only  yet  in  its  infanoy 
on  the  West  Coast.  Although  a  great  many 
dredges  have  been  placed  on  the  ocean-beaches 
to  lift  and  treat  the  auriferous  sand,  they 
have,  so  far,  not  proved  a  success,  owing  to 
the  washing  appliances  being  defective  for  the 
character  of  gold  found ;  but  where  dredges 
have  been  placed  on  river-beds  to  deal  with 
the  concentrated  material  from  the  recent  and 
more  modern  gravels,  these  machines  have 
proved  satisfactory. 

Upper  Buller. 

There  is  a  considerable  population  engaged 
in  mining  between  the  junction  of  the  Ina- 
ngahua  and  Buller  Rivers  and  the  head  of  Ma- 
takitaki Valley,  where  the  workings  are  oarried 
on  along  the  banks  and  terraces  fronting  the 
Buller  River,  and  also  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Matakitaki  and  Qlenroy  Rivers.  At  the  Upper 
Matakitaki  there  is  a  great  depth  of  auriferous 
wash-drifts  on  many  of  the  terraces,  and 
during  the  last  year  the  Mammoth  Company 
has  expended  a  considerable  amount  of  money 
in  bringing  in  a  water-supply  to  work  these 
drifts  by  hydraulic  sluicing.  From  the  trial- 
tests  recently  made,  a  large  quantity  of  ground 
is  likely  to  be  found  that  will  pay  for  working 
in  this  manner. 

Higher  up  than  where  these  auriferous 
gravels  are  deposited  is  a  very  large  area  of 
country  covered  with  quartz-conglomerate  re- 
sembling to  a  large  extent  that  now  being 
worked  for  gold  in  South  Africa.  These  con- 
glomerates extend  from  the  Mangles  to  near 
the  Maruia  River.  Some  parcels  have  been 
tested  at  Reef  ton  from  this  formation,  and  as 
high  as  5dwt.  of  gold  to  the  ton  have  been  ob- 
tained, but  the  area  covered  with  these  con- 
glomerates is  so  large  that  it  would  take  a 
considerable  time  to  prospect  the  deposit, 
unless  by  mere  ohance  a  rich  lead  was  met 
with.  There  is,  however,  an  indication  that  a 
field  will  be  opened  up  in  this  locality  where 
quartz-orushing  machinery  will  be  largely  em- 
ployed. 

Westport,  Addison's,  and  CliarUston. 

There  are  a  considerable  number  of  miners 
working  north  of  Westport,  on  'the  North 
Beach,  North  Terrace,  and  in  the  bed  of  the 
Waimangaroa  River.  Several  nuggets  have 
been  reoently  found  at  the  Waimangaroa,  which 
led  to  a  number  of  mining  claims  being  taken 
up. 

On  the  south  of  the  Buller  River  there  are 
about  twenty  men  engaged  in  hydraulic  sluicing 
at  Bradshaw's  Terrace ;  and  there  is  a  con- 
siderable mining  population  at  Addison's,  and 
also  at  Charleston.  Addison's  Flat  comprises 
a  large  pakihi,  having  several  leads  of  gold- 
bearing  gravels  running  through  it  parallel 
with  the  ocean-beach.    There  are  a  consider* 
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able  number  of  mining  claims  on  this  flat 
which  give  remunerative  returns  for  working, 
and  more  of  the  ground  would  be  taken  up  if  a 
further  supply  of  water  could  be  procured  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  the  whole  of  the  water  from 
the  local  creeks  and  rivers  being  at  present  all 
utilised. 

At  Charleston  the  workings  are  principally 
on  old  sea-beach  deposits.  Large  areas  are 
covered  with  a  dark-brown  sand  cemented 
firmly  together  with  oxide  of  iron,  which  re- 
quires crushing  machinery  to  liberate  the  gold 
which  the  sand  contains.  Several  parties  are 
also  carrying  on  hydraulic-sluicing  operations, 
while  others  are  engaged  in  washing  the  sand 
on  the  ocean-beach,  and  making  a  comfortable 
livelihood.  About  282  men  are  engaged  in 
'mining  in  the  Westport  district-. 

Grey  Valley. 

The  whole  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Grey  Valley  is  more  or  less  auriferous,  and 
some  very  rich  deposits  of  auriferous  gravels 
have  been  and  are  still  being  worked  on  the 
south  side  of  the  valley,  where  there  is  almost 
an  unbroken  line  of  the  old  gravels  extending 
from  the  Inangahua  River  to  Maori  Creek.  In 
every  gully  and  creek-bed  cutting  into  these 
gravels  rich  auriferous  deposits  have  been 
found,  and  in  many  places  bands  and  layers 
of  these  gravels  have  given  good  returns  for 
driving  out  from  shafts  and  adit-levels.  In 
many  of  the  wide  valleys,  where  the  auriferous 
layer  has  not  a  great  depth  of  superincumbent 
material  above  it,  the  ground  is  worked  by 
paddocking. 

Slab  Hut,  Antonio's,  Blackwater,  Snowy, 
Waipuna,  Duffer's,  Half-ounce,  Orwell,  Cal- 
laghan's,  Nelson,  Bed  Jack's,  and  No  Town 
Creeks,  with  their  various  tributaries,  have 
been  and  are  yet  the  receptacle  of  rich  auri- 
ferous concentrated  material,  which  will  afford 
employment  to  a  large  mining  population  for 
many  years  to  come,  while  the  washtdrift  on 
the  whole  of  the  high  terrace-land  along  this 
line  will  give  remunerative  wages  with  a 
liberal  supply  of  water  with  which  to  work  it. 

The  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  Grey 
Valley  is  of  a  more  recent  formation ;  but  still 
there  are  a  number  of  good  claims  in  the  lo- 
calities of  Moonlight  and  Blackball  where 
many  men  are  averaging  higher  wages  than 
anywhere  else  on  the  West  Coast. 

Westland. 
This  embraces  a  large  field,  and  one  where 
no  less  than  2,448  men  were  employed  in  con- 
nection with  mining  during  the  past  year.  It 
includes  the  portion  of  the  West  Coast  from 
the  Grey  and  Arnold  Rivers  to  Jackson's  Bay. 
It  was  in  this  district  that  gold  was  first  dis- 
covered on  the  West  Coast,  by  a  party  of 
Maoris,  on  one  of  their  periodical  visits  to 
Greenstone  Creek  in  search  of  the  pounamu 
stone,  60  highly  prized  amongst  them  for 
making  weapons  of  defence,  and  ornaments. 

Kumara. 
The  largest  centre  of  the  alluvial  mining 
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population  is  at  Kumara,  where  a  great 
quantity  of  gold  has  been  obtained  from  & 
comparatively  small  area  of  ground.  This  is 
still  a  place  capable  of  supporting  a  consider- 
able population.  The  leads  of  auriferous  drifts- 
are  some  distance  back  from  the  Teremakau 
River.  This  makes  needful  the  construction  of 
long  tail-races  to  convey  the  tailings  from  the 
mining  claims  to  the  bed  of  the  river.  Five  of 
these  long  tail-races  have  been  completed,  and 
a  sixth  is  now  being  commenced,  which  will  be- 
about  70  chains  in  length.  Where  works  of 
such  magnitude  have  to  be  constructed  with 
boxes  and  false-bottom  blocks,  subsidies  have 
been  given  towards  their  cost. 

The  revenue  from  the  Government  water- 
race,  which  supplies  most  of  the  mines  on  the 
Kumara  field,  is  dependent  on  the  number  of 
claims  that  can  utilise  the  water,  hence  the 
necessity  for  giving  assistance  towards  opening 
up  new  ground. 

CaUaghan'8,  Waimea,  and  Stafford. 
At  Callaghan's,  Waimea,  and  Stafford,  men 
continue  to  get  a  livelihood  working  in  the 
terraces.  At  Callaghan's  a  good  deal  of  new- 
ground  will  shortly  be  opened  up,  as  soon  as  a 
branch  water-race,  which  is  now  in  course  of 
construction,  is  completed ;  and  at  Waimea  a 
long  tail-race  is  in  course  of  construction  to  en- 
able new  ground  in  the  middle  branch  and  the 
upper  portion  of  Waimea  Flat  to  be  worked  by- 
hydraulic  sluicing.  Between  Waimea  and  Staf- 
ford men  are  only  making  small  wages,  owing 
to  the  distance  at  which  the  workings  are  from 
the  creek-bed — which  is  the  only  place  for  the 
deposit  of  tailings.  Then,  the  small  amount  of 
fall  for  the  sluices,  together  with  the  fact  that 
the  ground  is  gradually  deeper  as  it  gets  into 
the  range,  prevents  the  same  amount  of  bed- 
rock from  being  laid  bare  as  in  former  years, 
and  consequently  there  is  a  large  decrease  in 
the  yield  of  gold. 

Humphrey's  Gully. 
At  Humphrey's  Gully  there  is  a  large  area  of 
ground  covered  with  auriferous  gravels,  which 
in  some  places  are  300ft.  in  depth,  with  plenty 
of  fall.  The  whole  of  them  may  be  worked  by 
hydraulic  sluicing.  A  company  has  been  work- 
ing these  gravels  for  the  last  seven  years  with 
a  small  supply  of  water,  and  gold  to  the  value  of 
about  £30,000  has  been  obtained,  but  the  quan- 
tity of  water  at  the  command  of  the  company  is 
totally  inadequate  to  work  this  large  deposit  on 
anything  like  an  extensive  scale.  Recently 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  additional 
capital  to  extend  the  company's  water-race  to 
the  Arahura  River,  where  practically  an  un- 
limited supply  will  be  obtained. 

Blue  Spur. 
At  the  Blue  Spur  extraordinarily  rich  ground 
has  been  opened  up  during  the  last  year,  the 
wash-drift  containing  nearly  Soz.  gold  to  the 
load.  This  discovery  is  due  to  Mr.  Augustus 
Boys,  who,  by  indomitable  perseverance,  con- 
structed a  drainage  tunnel  for  nearly  a  mile  in 
length  to  test  the  ground,  he  having  been  seven 
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years  in  completing  the  tunnel,  and  now  he  is 
likely  to  be  well  rewarded  for  his  outlay.  Not 
only  has  Mr.  Boys  got  on  to  rich  gold-bearing 
wash-drift,  but  other  claims  adjoining  him  have 
found  the  same  lead  going  through  their  ground. 
About  forty  acres  of  this  ground  were  applied 
for  as  a  freehold  by  Mr.  Dwyer,  but  arrange- 
ments have  been  completed  for  resuming  pos- 
session of  this  ground  in  order  to  throw  it  open 
for  mining. 

Kanieri  and  Rimu 

The  Kanieri  Diggings  are  getting  pretty  well 
worked  out  near  the  township;  still  there  is  a 
considerable  population  engaged  in  mining  in 
the  district,  scattered  about  in  the  different 
gull ie8.  Workings  are  carried  on  at  the  Kanieri 
Forks,  Gentle  Annie,  and  other  places  near  the 
branches ;  while  at  Woodstock,  Back  Creek, 
Rimu,  and  Seddon's  Terrace  there  is  a  large 
population  employed,  some  working  from  shafts 
and  adit-levels,  and  others,  who  have  small 
supplies  of  water,  carrying  on  hydraulic-sluic- 
ing operations. 

There  is  a  great  depth  of  alluvial  drifts  in 
the  vioinity  of  Back  Creek  and  Seddon's  Ter- 
race, with  different  bands  or  layers  containing 
gold,  but  all'  these  layers  are  lying  on  a  false 
bottom.  In  no  place  has  the  main  bottom  in 
this  locality  been  reached.  How  far  back  these 
gold-bearing  layers  will  be  found  has  not  yet 
been  determined;  but  the  best  of  the  ground — 
that  is,  the  richest  of  the  layers  or  auriferous 
bands—does  not  extend  for  a  long  distance  back 
from  the  face  of  the  terraoe  fronting  the  Hoki- 
tika  River. 

Ross. 

This  a  place  where  it  is  known  that  a  rich 
lead  of  gold  exists  in  the  flat ;  but,  being  below 
water-level,  it  requires  very  powerful  maohinery 
to  drain  the  ground,  which  has  been  lying  for 
many  years  without  anything  being  done  to 
work  it.  The  best  gold-bearing  layer  on  this 
flat  is  about  240ft.  under  sea-level,  and  is  a 
fluviatile  deposit,  with  gravels  and  stones  highly 
rounded,  and  of  the  same  soft  brown  formation 
as  the  "  old-man  "  bottom,  of  which  the  lead 
on  Ross  Flat  is  only  a  concentration.  This 
lead  has  been  partially  worked  to  near  the  foot 
of  German  Gully ;  but  there  is  a  probability 
that  a  rich  gold-bearing  layer  will  be  found 
farther  on  towards  Donohue's,  near  the  foot  of 
Sailor's  and  Swiper's  Gnllies. 

No  workings  can  be  carried  on  here  unless 
provision  is  made  to  prevent  the  water  from 
Jones's  Creek  getting  down  into  the  lower  work- 
ings ;  and  the  quantity  of  water  in  that  creek  in 
times  of  flood  is  more  than  any  ordinary  pump- 
ing machinery  could  cope  with.  It  is  ground 
which  cannot  be  worked  unless  by  a  company 
with  a  large  capital,  as  a  considerable  expendi- 
ture will  have  to  be  made  to  cut  off  all  the 
water  to  prevent  it  reaching  the  flat,  and  a 
very  large  pumping-plant  will  also  be  required 
to  not  only  drain  the  water  which  is  now 
accumulated  in  the  old  workings,  but  also  to 
cope  with  the  permanent  inflow  through  the 
different  layers  of  gravel.  From  what  is  known 
of  this  flat,  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of 


gold  in  the  drifts ;  but  a  large  sum  of  money 
will  be  required  before  the  flat  can  be  success- 
fully worked. 

The  quantity  of  gold  produced  on  the  West 
Coast  last  year,  exclusive  of  that  obtained  in 
the  Collingwood  district,  was  85,015oz.,  repre- 
senting a  value  of  £339,731.  The  total  quan- 
tity produced  to  the  81st  March  last  was 
5,517,080oe.,  having  a  value  of  £21,921,556. 

Otajb. 

This  is  a  field  which  has  produced  a  large 
quantity  of  gold,  and  the  workings  in  the  early 
days,  being  in  shallow  grounds  with  remark- 
ably rich  deposits  of  auriferous  gravels,  were 
the  means  of  bringing  New  Zealand  promi- 
nently before  the  world  as  a  gold-producing 
country,  and  of  causing  a  rapid  influx  of 
population.  Many  of  those  who  were  first 
attracted  to  our  shores  have  invested  their 
earnings  on  the  goldfields  in  the  purchase  of 
homesteads,  and  have  tended  greatly  in  the 
permanent  settlement  of  the  lands  of  the 
colony. 

Maerewhcnua. 

The  number  of  miners  employed  in  this 
district  continues  about  the  same  as  it  haa 
been  for  some  years  past.  There  is  a  large 
area  covered  with  auriferous  wash-drift,  but 
very  little  of  it  is  sufficiently  rich  to  pay  for 
driving  out,  and  the  quantity  of  water  that 
can  be  brought  on  to  command  the  ground 
to  work  it  on  the  hydraulic-sluicing  principle 
at  anything  like  a  reasonable  cost  is  very 
limited.  The  number  of  men  therefore,  who 
can  find  profitable  employment  is  controlled 
by  the  available  water-supply.  During  my 
visit  to  this  district  last  year  a  deputation 
waited  on  me  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
assistance  towards  bringing  another  water-race 
on  to  the  field  from  the  Maerewhenua  River, 
and  I  arranged  to  find  the  cost  of  wrought-iron 
pipes  required  for  siphons  to  convey  the  water 
across  some  ravines,  on  condition  that  I  was 
satisfied  that  the  water- race,  which  was  par- 
tially completed,  was  capable  of  conveying  a 
fair  supply  of  water.  But  I  have  not  received 
any  further  communication  from  the  parties 
who  were  engaged  in  the  work,  and  bo  am 
unaware  whether  their  race  has  been  com- 
pleted in  accordance  with  the  conditions  or 
not. 

The  number  of  men  engaged  in  mining  on 
this  field  last  year  was  seventy-five,  and  the 
quantity  of  gold  obtained  was  l,822oz.,  repre- 
senting a  value  of  £7,463. 

Mount  Ida. 

There  are  a  fair  number  of  men  engaged  in 
mining  in  this  district,  and  some  very  rich 
ground  has  been  worked,  but  the  general 
average  of  the  earnings  of  the  miners  is  not 
large.  The  ground  lies  at  ro  high  an  eleva- 
tion as  to  preclude  any  mining  for  about  two- 
months  during  mid-winter,  when  the  ground 
is  frozen,  and  the  water  in  the  race  oon verted 
into  ice. 

At  Naseby  the  miners  are  chiefly  dependent 
on  water  from  the  Government  water-race  to 
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work  their  claims,  and  in  last  season,  a  parti- 
cularly dry  one,  the  supply  of  water  was  rather 
limited  towards  the  end  of  the  summer.  The 
water-supply  at  this  elevation  is  controlled  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  quantity  of  snow  that  lies 
on  tho  mountains  during  the  winter  months, 
and,  from  the  heavy  falls  of  snow  during  this 
winter,  a  good  supply  of  water  may  be  expected 
for  the  next  season. 

St.  Bathan's  and  Vinegar  Hill. 

The  St.  Bathan's  basin  contains  a  large 
deposit  of  quartz-drift,  in  which  there  are 
several  rich  auriferous  layers.  Over  300ft. 
vertically  of  this  drift  has  been  washed  away 
in  some  of  the  claims,  giving  large  returns  of 
gold,  and,  deep  as  the  workings  have  been 
carried,  the  quantity  of  the  gold  in  the  drift 
does  not  seem  to  diminish.  This  line  of  quartz- 
drift  seems  to  follow  near  the  foot  of  the  range, 
and  it  is  said  to  be  a  lacustrine  deposit,  where 
the  shores  of  the  lake  were  encircled  by  the  pre- 
sent range  of  mountains.  It  is  near  the  old 
shore-line  where  the  rich  deposits  of  gold-bear- 
ing drifts  are  found.  The  quartz  drifts  are  in 
stratified  layers,  having  been  greatly  tilted  since 
thev  were  laid  down,  and  faults  are  now  found 
in  this  deposit,  just  as  in  solid  rocks.  These 
faults  oan  be  seen  in  Mr.  Ewing's  claim  at 
Vinegar  Hill,  where  the  old  lake-deposit  can  be 
closely  observed,  containing  as  it  does  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  the  vertebrae  of  small  fishes. 

Before  leaving  St.  Bathan's  and  Vinegar  Hill, 
I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  enterprising 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Ewing  has  carried  on 
hydraulio-sluicing  operations.  The  difficulties 
he  has  had  to  encounter  time  after  time  in 
opening  out  and  working  his  claims,  with  all 
the  most  modern  appliances,  are  worthy  of  the 
highest  commendation.  It  is  only  by  close 
attention,  and  adopting  improved  appliances, 
that  poor  ground  oan  be  made  remunerative 
ior  working. 

Tinker's. 
The  results  of  the  gold  workings  in  this  lo- 
cality show  it  to  be  one  of  the  richest  places  of 
recent  years  in  Otago,  and,  although  the  gold 
returns  are  less  than  they  were  a  few  years  ago, 
most  of  the  claims  where  water  ib  available  con- 
tinue to  yield  very  good  returns.  A  similar  de- 
scription of  quartz- drift  is  met  with  here  as  at 
St.  Bathan's,  with  rich  auriferous  layers  through 
it,  but  a  good  deal  of  the  deposit  at  Tinker's 
•cannot  be  successfully  worked  on  account  of 
dipping  under  the  toe  of  the  range,  with  a  great 
depth  of  loose  material  and  heavy  boulders 
overlying  it.  Here  there  is  but  very  little 
gold,  and  the  limited  fall  in  the  tail-races  is  not 
sufficient  to  convey  away  a  large  quantity  of 
coarse  wash  drift.  This  is  a  field  where  a  con- 
siderable mining  population  will  make  a  liveli- 
hood for  many  years. 

Miners  are  working  here  and  there  in  dif- 
ferent places  in  the  valley  of  the  Manuherikia 
River,  and  in  many  of  its  tributaries.  Last  year 
some  ground  was  opened  at  Manorburn,  where 
several  claims  were  said  to  yield  fair  returns 
of  gold. 

Mr.  Cadman 


Tuapeka. 

It  was  in  this  district  that  gold  was  first  dis- 
covered in  Otago,  and  the  rich  finds  in  Gabriel's, 
Munro's,  Wetherston's,  and  Waitahuna  Gullies, 
all  made  within  a  few  weeks  of  each  other,  in- 
duced thousands  of  people  from  other  colonies 
to  come  to  New  Zealand.  Even  now,  notwith- 
standing that  thirty-four  years  have  passed 
since  these  places  were  opened,  there  are  still  a 
number  of  men  obtaining  their  livelihood  by 
gold-mining  in  close  vicinity  to  the  early  work- 
ings. It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  the  deposit 
at  the  head  of  Gabriel's  Gully,  where  men  have 
been  employed  since  the  first  opening  of  the 
field,  is  still  continuing  to  yield  a  fair  profit:  I 
refer  to  the  Blue  Spur,  where  the  principal 
workings  are  carried  on  by  a  company,  formed 
with  English  capital,  who  got  about  3,789os. 
gold  for  the  year's  work. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  any  dissensions 
have  arisen  between  the  miners  atWaipori  and 
the  farmers  holding  land  adjacent  to  the  river 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Township  of  Berwick. 
Each  class  is  to  a  certain  extent  dependent  on 
the  other,  for  the  miners  require  supplies  from 
the  farmers,  who  thus  get  a  ready  market  for 
their  produce.  I  trust  that  the  differences  at 
present  existing  will  soon  be  settled  amicably. 

Through  the  whole  of  the  Tuapeka  district, 
which  includes  Waipori  and  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Clutha  Valley,  there  were  600  men  em- 
ployed in  carrying  on  mining  operations  last 
year,  and  22,350oz.  of  gold  was  obtained,  repre- 
senting a  value  of  £90,180. 

Clutha  Valley. 

There  are  several  large  companies  carrying 
on  mining  operations  in  this  valley,  some 
by  hydraulio  sluicing  and  elevating  and  some 
by  dredging.  The  whole  of  the  drifts  in  the 
Clutha  Valley  are  nothing  but  a  deposit  of 
concentrated  material,  the  light  sand  and  mud 
being  carried  away  by  the  waters  of  the  Clutha 
River  to  the  ocean,  and  leaving  the  denser 
materials  behind.  This  river  has  shifted  its 
channel  at  different  times,  and  gradually  cat 
down  its  present  bed,  where  very  rich  deposits 
of  auriferous  wash-drifts  are  found  in  many 
places.  Indeed,  there  are  few  of  the  dredging- 
machines  now  placed  in  this  river  which  are 
not  working  the  bed  with  success. 

Dredges,  as  applied  to  mining,  have  not  only 
been  profitably  employed  in  lifting  the  auri- 
ferous gravel  from  the  beds  of  riven,  but  they 
are  also  used  in  working  the  ground  in  flats 
when  the  depth  does  not  exceed  35ft.,  and 
where  the  quantity  of  water  to  contend  with 
has  hitherto  prevented  the  ground  being  worked 
by  any  other  means ;  and  they  are  likely  to  be 
largely  used  in  this  way  in  the  future. 

The  bed  of  every  tributary  and  stream  coming 
into  the  Clutha  Valley  contains  more  or  less 
gold  ;  and  on  the  Old  Man  Range,  fronting  the 
valley,  wherever  there  is  any  wash-drift  con- 
taining gold,  men  are  to  be  found  working  at 
different  places,  and  making  a  livelihood  when- 
ever a  supply  of  water  can  be  obtained.  A  few 
people  may  still  be  found  working  at  Bald  Hill 
Flat,  Butcher's,  and  Conroy  GullieB,  although 
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the  ground  in  these  localities  has  been  turned 
•over  several  times. 

Cromwell. 

Both  on  the  banks  of  the  Clutha  and  Kawa- 
rau  Rivers  there  are  men  engaged  in  sluicing 
■the  wash-drifts ;  and,  notwithstanding  that 
Bannockburn  is  one  of  the  oldest  diggings  in 
the  locality,  there  are  still  a  considerable  num- 
"ber  of  miners  employed,  and  a  good  deal  of 
.ground  can  yet  be  profitably  worked  if  fall  can 
be  got  for  tailings.  The  available  ground  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Pipeclay  Gully  channel  is 
getting  yearly  less,  and  the  construction  of 
•another  channel  is  contemplated  to  enable  the 
bed  and  terraces  alongside  Smith  Gully  to  be 
worked. 

Cardrona  and  Criffel. 

The  number  of  miners  and  yield  of  gold  from 
these  places  have  varied  very  little  for  many 
years.  As  ground  was  worked  out,  other  dis- 
coveries were  made,  and  by  this  means  most 
of  the  miners  have  been  kept  in  the  locality. 
The  most  recent  new  discovery  made  is  in  the 
face  of  Criffel  Range,  where  the  gold  is  found 
in  a  very  old  deposit,  and  in  similar  drift  to  the 
rich  auriferous  wash  found  a  few  years  ago  in 
Robertson  Brothers'  claim,,  on  the  flat.  The 
high  elevation  of  this  range  does  not  permit 
sluicing  to  be  carried  on  for  some  months  in 
winter,  but  the  miners  at  work  in  this  locality 
intend  to  drive  an  adit-level  into  the  face  of  the 
range  below  the  depth  of  the  present  workings 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  deposit  where  it 
joins  the  schist-rock.  They  cannot  do  this  in 
an  open  cutting,  as  the  face  of  the  range  keeps 
slipping  forward.  The  work  done  here  daring 
the  last  two  seasons  has  proved  the  ground  to 
be  fit  for  hydraulio  sluicing. 

At  Criffel  only  a  few  men  were  employed 
last  year,  the  whole  of  the  available  water 
being  held  by  one  party.  About  seventy-five 
men  are  employed  about  Cardrona  and  Criffel, 
who  obtained  about  l.OOOoz.  gold  during  the 
past  year. 

Arrow  and  Shotover. 

There  are  the  same  number  of  men  working 
in  these  localities  as  there  were  during  the 
previous  year,  but  the  yield  of  gold  last  year 
showed  a  decrease  from  that  of  the  former 
year.  There  are,  however,  large  deposits  of 
alluvial  drifts,  and,  where  the  auriferous  wash 
is  not  overlain  by  a  great  depth  of  gravel  in 
which  there  is  little  or  no  gold  these  drifts  are 
made  to  pay  very  well  for  working  on  the 
hydraulic-sluicing  principle.  The  great  factor 
in  working  these  drifts  is  water,  and,  although 
we  have  large  rivers,  they  oannot,  m  many 
instances,  be  utilised,  owing  to  the  great  cost  of 
lifting  the  water  and  constructing  water-races ; 
and,  further,  in  many  cases  the  water  could 
not  be  lifted  from  some  of  the  principal  rivers 
so  as  to  be  carried  at  a  sufficient  elevation  to 
•command  the  ground  to  be  worked.  Many  of 
the  terraces  contain  great  depths  of  auriferous 
gravels,  which  will  take  years  to  work  with  the 
present  supply  of  water. 

Mining  works  of  considerable  magnitude 
•  have    been    undertaken    in    these    localities. 


Miller  Brothers  have  gone  to  a  large  expendi- 
ture in  the  construction  of  works  to  work  the 
bed  of  the  Arrow  River  at  the  Falls,  and  also 
in  opening  out  ground  and  bringing  in  a  water- 
supply  to  work  Burke's  and  Londonderry  Ter- 
races. R.  Johnston  and  Davis  Brothers  have 
also  expended  much  money  in  opening  out 
claims  on  Pleasant  and  Stony  Creek  Terraces, 
while  other  large  works  are  to  be  seen  on  the 
Upper  Shotover,  and  also  at  the  Sew  Hoy  Com- 
pany's claims  at  Arthur's  Point  and  the  Big 
Beach. 

Round  Hill  and  Orepuki. 

There  are  a  number  of  men  engaged  in  mining 
in  the  vicinity  of  Round  Hill  and  Orepuki,  and 
a  fair  quantity  of  gold  is  being  obtained.  For- 
merly there  were  very  few  Europeans  as  com- 
pared with  the  number  of  Chinese  at  work  at 
Round  Hill ;  but,  since  an  English  company 
has  commenced  hydraulic  sluicing  and  elevat- 
ing, the  number  of  Europeans  has  considerably 
increased,  while  the  number  of  Chinese  has 
decreased.  The  ground  in  this  locality  must 
be  very  good  to  pay  for  working  with  the  very 
small  supplies  of  water  available.  Indeed,  in 
many  fields  the  quantity  of  water  used  would 
not  enable  men  to  procure  sufficient  gold  to 
pay  for  their  food.  This  English  company  re- 
ferred to  hold  most  of  the  water-rights  in  the 
place,  but  have  not  sufficient  water  to  carry  on 
their  own  mining  operations  on  an  extensive 
scale.  They  are  getting  enough  gold,  however, 
to  pay  for  working  the  ground. 

At  Orepuki  the  workings  are  all  on  a  sea- 
beach  deposit,  and  some  of  the  men  are  doing 
fairly  well.  Adjacent  to  the  gold-workings  is  a 
mining  reserve  which  comprises  very  good  land, 
and,  between  mining,  keeping  a  few  cattle,  and 
working  their  gardens,  the  men  seem  to  make  a 
fair  livelihood. 

Preservation  Inlet. 

Gold  has  been  got  in  a  good  many  places  in 
this  locality — Wilson's  River,  Coal  Island,  Cray- 
fish Island,  and  on  the  mainland  between 
Preservation  and  Chalky  Inlets.  During  the 
last  year  some  prospecting  parties  were  out  in 
the  ranges  between  Chalky  Inlet  and  the  head 
of  Dusky  Sound,  but,  although  gold  was  found 
in  several  places,  it  was  not  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities to  pay  for  working.  Very  little,  however, 
is  known  about  this  part  of  the  country,  and  it 
has  heretofore  been  looked  on  as  a  terra  incog- 
nita. The  rough  and  broken  nature  of  the 
land,  which  is  as  yet  unopened  by  tracks,  to- 
gether with  the  moist  climate,  have  prevented 
prospecting  being  carried  on  for  any  great 
distance  back  from  the  different  bays  of  the 
inlets,  where  provisions  and  tools  can  be  taken 
by  boats. 

The  quantity  of  gold  obtained  from  the  gold- 
fields  of  Otago  last  year  was  76,393oz.,  having 
a  value  of  £806,070,  while  the  total  production 
since  the  field  was  opened  was  5,130,985oz., 
representing  a  value  of  £20,288,482. 

Coalmining. 
The  coal-mining  industry  is  steadily  increas- 
ing, but,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  Statement, 
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the  output  from  the  mines  depends  entirely  on 
the  consumption  within  the  colony.  No  foreign 
market  has  yet  been  found  as  an  outlet  for  our 
coal,  and  until  coal  can  be  disposed  of  outside 
the  colony  we  cannot  expect  a  large  increase 
in  the  output  from  the  mines.  Although  there 
are  a  large  number  of  mines  opened  up,  the 
class  of  coal  suitable  for  export  is  confined  to 
very  few  of  them.  The  best  bituminous  coal- 
mines are  restricted  to  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island.  The  other  mines  from  which 
coal  can  be  got  suitable  for  marine  purposes 
are  at  Hikurangi,  Kawakawa,  and  Ngunguru, 
in  the  northern  portion  of  the  Auckland  Pro- 
vince, but  the  coal  from  these  mines  is  de- 
cidedly inferior  to  the  bituminous  coal  found 
in  the  Middle  Island.  The  coal  from  the 
Waikato  mines,  and  also  from  the  mines  in 
Canterbury  and  Otago,  is  only  suitable  for 
household  purposes  and  local  industrial  con- 
sumption. The  West  Coast  must  therefore  be 
looked  on  as  the  only  plaoe  where  mines  are 
as  yet  opened  from  which  coal  can  be  obtained 
to  supply  foreign  markets. 

The  total  output  from  the  mines  of  the 
colony  last  year  was  719,546  tons,  while  for  the 
former  year  it  was  691,548  tons.  This  shows 
an  increase  in  the  output  last  year  of  27,998 
tons.  The  coal  imported  last  year  amounted 
to  112,961  ton 8,  as  against  117,444  tons  for  the 
previous  year  —  a  decrease  last  year  of  4,483 
tons.  Of  the  coal  imported,  2,079  tons  came 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  110,180  tons  from 
New  South  Wales,  701  tons  from  Queensland, 
and  1  ton  from  Victoria.  The  total  quantity 
exported  was  79,948  tons,  of  which  75,004  tons 
was  from  New  Zealand  mines,  and  the  balance 
from  coal  imported  from  other  countries.  Of 
the  quantity  exported,  54,494  tons  was  used  in 
coaling  direct  steamers  leaving  for  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  accordingly  may  be  treated  as 
consumption  within  the  colony,  as  the  employ- 
ment of  these  steamers  depends  entirely  on  the 
growth  of  traffic  springing  up  between  New 
Zealand  and  tbe  Home-country.  Therefore, 
on  this  basis,  the  consumption  of  coal  within 
the  colony  last  year  should  be  reckoned  as 
807,058  tons,  as  against  784,704  tons  for  the 
previous  year  —  an  increased  consumption  of 
22,354  tons,  which,  I  think,  indicates  the 
steady  growth  of  other  industries. 

Taking  the  quantity  of  coal  imported  last 
year,  the  following  will  show  the  ports  the  coal 
was  delivered  at— namely  :  Auckland,  27,798 
tons  ;  Wellington,  15,542  tons ;  Christchurch, 
87,172  tons;  Dunedin,  6,063  tons;  Napier, 
5,573  tons;  Nelson,  519  tons;  Invercargill, 
1,245  tons;  Wanganui,  1,976  tons;  Timaru, 
7,996  tons ;  Oamaru,  2,562  tons  ;  Poverty  Bay, 
1,144  tons  ;  New  Plymouth,  128  tons;  Picton, 
687  tons  ;  and  Kaipara,  1,780  tons. 

Taking  the  different  classes  of  coal  produced 
last  year,  there  were  418,895  tons  of  bituminous 
coal,  102,389  tons  of  pitch-coal,  170,825  tons  of 
brown  coal,  and  27,753  tons  of  lignite.  The 
increased  production  last  year  was  37,688  tons 
of  bituminous  coal,  14,661  tons  of  brown  coal, 
and  4,331  tons  of  lignite,  while  there  was  a 
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decrease  in  the  production  of  pitch-coal  of 
28,682  tons. 

The  mines  with  the  largest  output  were:. 
The  Westport  Colliery,  215,770  tons ;  Brunner„ 
121,185  tons ;  Kaitangata,  67,091  tons ;  Taupiri 
Extended,  30,426  tons ;  Blackball,  27,060  tons  ; 
Allandale,  19,442  tons ;  Walton  Park,  19,282- 
tons  ;  Shag  Point,  15,082  tons  ;  Taupiri  Reserve, 
13,877  tons ;  Kiripaka,  13,655  tons ;  Hakanui, 
12,690  tons  ;  the  output  from  each  of  the  other 
mines  in  the  colony  being  under  12,000  tons. 

Two  new  mines  are  being  opened  up— one  at 
Granity  Creek,  belonging  to  the  Westport  Com- 
pany, and  the  other  at  Coal  Creek,  belonging, 
to  the  Greymouth-Point  Elizabeth  Railway  ana 
Coal  Company.  These  mines,  when  opened  up,, 
will  be  capable  of  supplying  a  large  quantity  of 
coal.  The  Blackball  Mine  is  now  in  fair  work- 
ing-order, and  is  capable  of  a  considerable  out- 
put should  the  demand  for  coal  increase.  The- 
available  coal  in  the  Brunner  Mine  is  now  ascer- 
tained, from  the  prospecting  operations  which* 
were  carried  on  last  year,  to  be  confined  to  a 
semicircular  area.  The  thinning  of  the  coal 
takes  place  at  different  parts,  and  the  strata- 
ovetlying  the  coal  at  the  different  points  indi- 
cate that  a  considerable  disturbance  or  crush- 
ing action  has  at  one  time  taken  place,  and 
that  a  seam  of  sufficient  thickness,  if  found, 
must  be  a  considerable  distance  further  back 
towards  the  Coal  Creek  lease.  It  is  expected 
that,  unless  coal  is  found  in  other  parts  of  the 
Brunner  lease,  any  large  output  from  this  mine 
can  only  be  expected  to  last  for  about  a  couple 
of  years. 

Earnings  of  tlie  Coal-miners. 

The  earnings  of  the  coal-miners  cannot  be- 
accurately  ascertained,  for  the  reason  that  in 
the  principal  mines  the  employment  is  inter- 
mittent, the  output  at  the  mines  being  de- 
pendent on  vessels  to  take  away  the  coal.  The- 
storage  at  the  large  mines  is  comparatively 
small  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  em- 
ployed. When  they  can  be  fully  employed  the 
men  earn  high  wages ;  but  sometimes  they  are 
off  work  for  two  and  three  days  a  week.  If 
there  was  sufficient  storage  at  the  mines,  a  less 
number  of  miners  would  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce coal  to  supply  the  demand ;  but  without 
storage  this  cannot  be  done,  as  vessels  coming, 
into  the  Ports  of  Westport  and  Greymouth 
require  to  be  loaded  as  fast  as  possible. 

In  former  years  the  rate  of  computation  has 
been  based  on  a  labour  cost  of  6s.  per  ton  pro- 
duced— that  is,  the  cost  of  hewing,  trucking, 
and  haulage ;  and,  taking  into  consideration 
the  amount  of  dead-work  which  has  to  be  done 
in  every  mine,  this  seems  a  fair  basis  of  com- 
putation. The  output  last  year  being  719,546- 
tons,  and  1,899  men  being  employed  in  con- 
nection with  the  mines,  it  would  make  the 
average  earnings  of  the  miners  £113  13s.  5d.  a 
man  per  annum,  or  about  £2  3s.  9d.  per  week. 

Accidents  in  Coal-mines. 
I  have  to  regret  to  state  that,  notwithstanding 
the  strict  supervision  enforced  by  legislation  for 
the  security  of  the  workmen  employed  in  mines,. 
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it  seems  almost  impossible  to  attain  an  im- 
munity from  accidents.  Last  year  five  fatal 
accidents  occurred,  and  in  each  instance  no 
blame  could  be  attributed  to  any  one.  No 
better  system  of  supervision  can  be  exercised 
than  by  the  workmen  themselves,  as  they  are 
daily  in  the  different  working-faces,  and,  if  they 
see  the  slightest  relaxation  of  their  employers  in 
providing  for  their  health  and  safety,  on  their 
acquainting  the  Inspector  of  Mines  it  is  the 
duty  of  that  officer  to  act  upon  the  information 
given  him,  and  to  see  that  any  just  cause  of 
complaint  in  regard  to  safety  is  immediately 
attended  to. 

Metalijferous  Mining. 

Although  there  are  a  considerable  variety  of 
minerals  in  the  colony,  very  little  has  yet  been 
done  to  develop  them.  Nearly  all  our  attention 
has  been  given  to  gold,  silver,  and  coal.  In 
the  northern  portion  of  the  Auckland  District 
a  small  quantity  of  manganese-ore  is  shipped 
every  year;  but  the  low  price  of  this  mineral 
will  only  permit  it  to  be  worked  at  a  profit 
when  the  deposit  is  found  close  to  the  sea- 
board, where  it  can  be  loaded  into  vessels 
direct.  During  the  last  year  534  tons  were 
exported,  having  a  value  of  £1,156,  which  is 
equal  to  about  £2  3s.  3d.  per  ton. 

About  44  tons  of  antimony  was  exported  last 
year  from  the  Endeavour  Inlet  Mine,  represent- 
ing a  value  of  £761,  but  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  sufficient  inducement  to  carry  on  extensive 
operations.  It  is  only  where  rich  ore  is  found 
that  mines  can  at  present  be  worked  at  a  profit, 
'  as  the  price  of  antimony  is  very  low. 

At  Ohaeawai  an  English  syndicate  has  spent 
a  considerable  amount  of  money  in  prospecting 
for  cinnabar,  and  some  fairly  rich  ore  has  been 
found  ;  but  the  large  emissions  of  gas,  which  is 
seen  bubbling  and  hissing  out  of  the  surface 
of  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  workings, 
together  with  hot  springs,  will  render  the  work- 
ing of  any  lode  in  this  locality  a  difficult  and 
hazardous  undertaking.  In  digging  up  the 
surface,  beds  of  shaly  or  peaty  formation  con- 
taining petroleum  are  met  with.  On  the  top 
of  this  deposit,  and  in  some  places  intermixed 
with  it,  small  globules  of  quicksilver  are  found, 
which  have  been  distilled  from  the  ore  by  the 
heat  of  the  earth.  No  doubt  a  considerable 
quantity  of  quicksilver  exists  in  this  locality, 
but  it  seems  questionable  whether  it  can  be 
profitably  worked  without  plenty  of  capital. 

Kaubi-gum. 

The  production  of  this  article  of  commerce 
seems  to  increase  every  year.  There  was 
8,338  tons  exported  last  year,  as  against  8,817 
tons  for  the  year  previously ;  but  the  average 
value  of  the  product  last  year  was  considerably 
less  than  for  the  former  year,  as  the  total  value 
was  only  £404,567,  whereas  for  the  year  1893 
it  was  £510,775,  showing  a  falling-off  in  the 
value  to  the  extent  of  £106,208.  The  average 
value  last  year  was  only  £48  10s.  5d.  per  ton, 
whereas  for  the  previous  year  the  average 
value  was  £61  18s.  3d.  per  ton. 

The  number  of  people  engaged  in  this  in- 


dustry cannot  well  be  ascertained,  but  it  is 
known  to  be  the  means  of  providing  a  livelihood 
for  a  large  population  of  both  Europeans  ancfc 
Maoris.  At  the  same  time,  their  average  earn- 
ings must  bo  very  small.  The  best  class  of 
gum  is  naturally  becoming  scarcer  every  year, 
or,  at  least,  it  requires  more  work  to  find  it; 
but,  although  the  kauri-gum  must  in  the  course 
of  time  become  exhausted,  many  years  will  yet 
elapse  before  this  takes  place. 

Roads  and  Tracks. 

The  great  necessity  for  the  construction  of 
roads  and  tracks  becomes  plainer  every  year. 
Fresh  discoveries  are  constantly  being  made,, 
requiring  means  of  transit  of  tools,  provisions,, 
and  machinery.  The  broken  character  of  the 
country  in  which  mining,  in  a  great  many 
places,  is  carried  on  almost  requires  a  road 
constructed  up  every  valley  or  ravine  to  get 
supplies  brought  to  mining  claims.  The  more 
discoveries  that  are  made,  the  greater  the 
want  of  roads  will  be.  A  considerable  sum  has 
already  been  expended,  and  still  very  little  is 
yet  done  to  open  out  the  back-country. 

The  estimated  cost  of  roads  and  tracks 
authorised  to  be  constructed  last  year  was 
£21,595,  and  the  actual  expenditure  was  £15,160- 
by  direct  grants  and  £2,295  by  subsidies ;  and 
the  liability  on  works  of  this  character  on  the 
31st  March  last  was  £20,687.  During  the  last 
thirteen  years  that  the  votes  for  this  purpose 
have  been  under  the  control  of  the  Mines  De- 
partment the  expenditure  by  Government  has 
amounted  to  £155,188  in  direct  grants  and. 
£77,309  by  subsides  to  local  bodies. 

Water-races. 

As  I  have  already  remarked,  a  large  supply 
of  water  is  essential  to  the  successful  working, 
of  the  alluvial  drifts.  Although  there  are  very 
large  areas  covered  with  a  great  depth  of  these 
drifts,  it  is  only  in  a  very  few  localities  that  the 
auriferous  layers  will  yield  remunerative  re- 
turns, considering  the  cost  of  driving  and  tim- 
bering. Large  quantities  of  material  require 
to  be  operated  on  at  a  minimum  cost,  and  this 
can  only  be  done  with  a  good  water-supply. 
This  necessitates  either  the  construction  of 
large  water-races  or  extensive  reservoirs,  and 
in  many  instances  both  of  these  have  to  be 
constructed  so  as  to  insure  a  constant  supply 
of  water.  The  whole  of  the  streams  in  the 
immediate  locality  of  the  gold-workings  are  at 
present  utilised,  and  still  they  are  quite  inade- 
quate to  supply  the  demand  for  water.  As 
water-races  of  a  costly  character  will  have,  in 
the  future,  to  be  constructed  to  bring  in  water 
from  the  main  rivers,  provision  has  been  made 
in  the  regulations  under  the  Mining  Act  for 
granting  one-third  the  cost  of  construction  of 
water  -races  having  a  carrying  -  capacity  of 
twenty  sluice-heads  and  upwards  when  it  is 
shown  that  water  is  required  to  supply  men 
having  mining  claims  in  the  locality,  and  that 
the  price  charged  for  water  from  such  a  supply 
will  be  reasonable. 

The  water-races  constructed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  now  working  entirely  under  the  con- 
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trol  of  the  Mines  Deportment,  are  the  Wai- 
mea-Kumara  and  the  Mount  Ida  Water-races. 
These  have  proved  a  great  boon  to  the  mining 
•community,  and  have  been  the  means  of  find- 
ing profitable  employment  for  a  large  n amber 
of  people,  many  of  whom,  had  these  water- 
races  not  been  constructed,  would  have  left 
the  colony  for  other  fields.  During  the  last 
sixteen  years  the  average  number  of  men 
working  mining  claims  by  the  aid  of  these 
water-races  has  been  517,  and,  as  each  of 
these  men  has  either  a  family  or  some  one 
•depending  on  him  for  support,  it  may  be 
•asserted  that  these  water-races  have  been  the 
means  of  providing  a  livelihood  for  a  popula- 
tion of  about  2,585  persons. 

The  total  cost  of  the  construction  of  the 
^water-races  worked  under  the  control  of  the 
•department  was  £348,214.  The  approximate 
value  of  gold  obtained  from  claims  worked  with 
water  from  these  supplies  is  £1,274,082,  and 
the  net  profit  on  the  working,  including  the 
•amount  paid  in  gold  duty  before  it  was  abol- 
ished in  the  Middle  Island,  was  £82,150. 

The  net  profit  on  the  working  of  the  Wai- 
mea-Kumara  Water-race  for  the  last  year  was 
£2,596  Ids.  5d.  Extensions  and  deviations 
now  require  to  be  constructed  to  open  up 
new  ground,  and  also  to  dispense  with  a  long 
flume  on  the  Waimea  portion  of  the  race 
which  is  now  totally  decayed.  These  works 
have  been  undertaken,  and  during  the  last 
year  there  was  an  expenditure  of  £1,049  in- 
curred upon  them,  and  it  will  yet  take  about 
£4,000  to  complete  them.  When  these  exten- 
sions and  deviations  are  completed  the  cost  of 
maintenance  will  not  only  be  cheapened,  but  a 
considerable  area  of  new  ground  will  be  opened 
up,  which  will  increase  the  revenue  from  the 
races,  and  very  little  expenditure  will  be  re- 
•quired  for  further  extensions  for  a  considerable 
time. 

There  was  no  expenditure  upon  the  Mount 
Ida  Water-race  last  year  beyond  the  ordinary 
•cost  of  maintenance,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
extremely  dry  season,  there  was  a  net  profit  of 
£15.  The  Blackstone  Hill  Water-race,  which 
was  purchased  two  years  ago  from  the  Official 
Assignee  for  £1,000,  continues  to  give  good  re- 
turns for  the  money  invested.  During  the  last 
year  £37  was  expended  in  making  some  altera- 
tions, which  now  brings  up  the  cost  to  £1,037, 
and  the  net  profit  on  last  year's  transactions 
was  over  £129,  equal  to  nearly  12}  per  cent, 
•on  the  capital  cost.  Taking  the  whole  of  the 
water-races  controlled  by  the  department  last 
year,  there  was  a  net  profit  of  £2,740  19s.  3d. 

The  total  revenue  derived  from  the  water- 
races  last  year  was :  Waimea-Kumara,  £5,635, 
-while  the  expenditure  on  maintenance  amounted 
to  £3,038 ;  the  revenue  from  Mount  Ida  was 
£1,067,  and  the  expenditure  £1,052  ;  and  from 
the  Blackstone  Hill  Race  the  revenue  was  £186, 
while  the  cost  of  maintenance  was  only  £7. 

Prospecting. 
A  considerable  amount  of  prospecting  has 
•been  carried  on  during  the  past  year,  and  I  am 
happy  to  state  that  good  results  have  been 
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obtained  in  some  cases.  But  there  are  very 
large  areas  of  ground,  both  in  the  North  and 
Middle  Islands,  where  prospecting  operations, 
if  carried  on  extensively,  would  be  likely  to 
open  up  much  larger  fields  for  mining.  A 
remarkably  rich  lead  of  auriferous  wash-drift 
has  been  discovered  at  the  Blue  Spur,  in  the 
Westland  District,  which  is  likely  to  extend 
for  a  considerable  distance.  There  is  a  good 
depth  of  wash-drift,  and  some  of  it  yields  as 
much  as  3oz.  gold  to  the  load.  At  Reefton,  in 
the  Keep  It  Dark  Mine,  and  also  in  the  Wealth 
of  Nations  Mine,  new  quartz  lodes  have  been 
found  at  deeper  levels  than  hitherto  worked, 
containing  good  payable  ore.  In  the  North 
Island,  an  auriferous  lode  has  been  struck  in 
a  borehole  from  the  bottom  of  the  Kapanga 
Company's  shaft,  at  1,000ft.  below  the  snr- 
faoe.  At  Waihi,  richer  stone  is  being  got  at  the 
lowest  level  in  the  mine  than  was  obtained  near 
the  surface;  and  also  in  the  Grown  Mine,  at 
Karangahake,  the  richest  ore  is  being  obtained 
at  the  deepest  level.  All  these  discoveries  have 
given  more  encouragement  to  continue  pro- 
specting operations.  Large  prospecting-areas 
in  the  back-country,  where  scarcely  any  pro- 
specting has  been  done,  have  been  applied  for, 
and  an  offer  has  been  made  to  deposit  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  as  an  earnest  that  all 
conditions  with  regard  to  systematic  prospect- 
ing operations  on  the  areas  applied  for  will  be 
complied  with. 

Two  parties  were  equipped  last  year  to  pro- 
spect the  south-western  portion  of  the  Middle 
Island,  between  the  Waiau  River  and  Dusky 
Sound.  One  of  the  parties  found  gold  in  several 
of  the  beds  of  the  creek  flowing  into  Chalky 
Inlet,  but  so  far  no  ground  payable  for  working 
has  been  discovered.  This  part  of  the  country 
is  very  difficult  of  access,  and,  being  devoid  of 
any  tracks,  prospecting  is  not  carried  on  to  any 
distance  from  the  shore-line.  There  is  also  a 
difficulty  in  obtaining  regular  supplies  of  pro- 
visions. I  have  deemed  it  desirable  to  have 
pigs,  goats,  and  some  deer  turned  out  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  western  sounds,  so  that  in  a  few 
years  men  going  into  the  interior  can  obtain 
food  in  the  event  of  flooded  streams  preventing 
them  getting  back  to  their  principal  store  depot 
on  the  coast-line.  Captain  Fairchild  has  taken 
considerable  interest  in  this  matter,  and  has 
already  turned  out  two  lots  of  pigB. 

The  total  amount  expended  in  subsidies  last 
year  towards  prospecting  was  £2,379 ;  and  the 
amount  of  liabilities  on  authorities  issued  up 
to  the  31st  March  last  was  £3,007. 

Geological  Exploration. 
The  geological  explorations  carried  on  last 
year  by  the  Mining  Geologist  were  confined  to 
the  West  Coast,  between  the  Buller  and  Tere- 
makau  Rivers.  About  two  years  ago  a  geologi- 
cal exploration  was  made  between  the  Terema- 
kau  and  Mikonui  Rivers.  The  great  object  to 
be  attained  is  to  systematically  carry  on  these 
explorations,  so  that  a  complete  geological  map 
of  the  whole  colony  can  be  prepared.  Instead 
of  making  a  hurried  examination  of  isolated 
tracts  of  country,  the  explorations  in  future 
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will  be  carried  cm  so  as  to  join  on  to  what  has 
already  been  done ;  and  by  this  means  {he 
different  formations  can  be  shown  on  a  map, 
which  will  give  indications  to  the  miner  where 
to  look  for  the  different  metals  and  minerals 
the  colony  contains. 

A  great  deal  of  information  was  obtained 
last  year  in  a  part  of  the  colony  hitherto  little 
explored,  between  the  ocean  beach  and  the 
Inangahua  River,  at  Beefton :  this  includes  a 
block  of  triangular  form,  the  sides  of  which 
are  about  fifty  miles  in  length.  A  geological 
map  of  this  part  of  the  colony,  with  the  por- 
tion of  Westland  previously  explored,  and  also 
showing  the  result  of  the  explorations  made  in 
the  Upper  Buller  district,  will  be  published 
with  the  departmental  reports  for  the  year. 

Mining  Machinery. 
Information  has  been  collected,  as  in  former 
years,  with  regard  to  the  improved  appliances 
for  carrying  on  mining  operations,  and  es- 
pecially in  respect  to  the  cyanide  process  for 
the  treatment  of  ores  containing  gold  and 
silver.  Any  improved  method  in  the  pul- 
verisation of  ores,  gold-saving  appliances, 
hydraulic  elevating,  and  dredging  machinery, 
tends  to  admit  of  lower-grade  ores  and  gravels 
being  operated  on  successfully,  thereby  ex- 
tending the  sphere  of  mining  operations.  No 
doubt  each  person  who  brings  out  a  new  im- 
provement in  mining  machinery  and  appli- 
ances will  naturally  claim  that  his  improve- 
ment is  superior  to  all  others.  But  by  giving 
publicity  to  the  different  machines  and  ap- 
pliances, as  improved  from  time  to  time,  we 
may  induce  further  improvements  to  be  made 
by  other  people,  which  will  be  of  ultimate 
benefit  to  the  colony  generally.  Plans  of  dif- 
ferent machines,  as  well  as  appliances  for  the 
extraction  of  gold  and  silver,  will  be  found  in 
the  Inspecting  Engineer's  Report  on  Qoldfields, 
pages  185  to  255. 

Schools  of  Mikes.* 

The  Schools  of  Mines  continue  to  do  good 
work,  and  the  students,  when  they  finish  their 
course  of  study,  readily  find  employment  in 
connection  with  mining.  Somo  years  ago  the 
Caesel  Company  sent  men  out  from  Qreat  Bri- 
tain to  take  charge  of  the  different  cyanide 
plants  that  the  company  had  erected  ;  but  lat- 
terly the  students  from  the  Thames  School 
have  been  employed,  and  have  given  every 
satisfaction. 

The  situation  of  the  Thames  School,  in  the 
immediate  heart  of  a  large  mining  centre, 
affords  opportunities  to  many  students  to  at- 
tend night-classes  while  they  are  earning  their 
livelihood  in  the  mines.  This  they  oould  not 
do  if  the  school  was  not  where  mining  opera- 
tions are  carried  on.  The  subjects  taught  at 
this  school  are :  General  and  Mining  Geology, 
Mineralogy,  Mathematics,  Land  and  Mining 
Surveying,  Mining,  Applied  Mechanics,  Hy- 
draulics, Assaying,  Theoretical  and  Practical 
Chemistry,  Metallurgy  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
Physics,  Practical  Astronomy,  and  Mechanical 
Drawing.     Several  of  these  subjects  are  also 


taught  at  the  Beefton  School ;  but  the  attend- 
ance at  that  school  has  not  warranted  a  con-  - 
tinuous  course  of  instruction.    The  instructor 
has  been  for  a  portion  of  the  year  engaged  at 
the  Denniston  and  Brunner  Schools. 

The  course  of  instruction  at  the  School  of 
Mines  in  connection  with  the  Otago  University, 
embraces  not  only  the  whole  of  the  subjects- 
taught  at  the  Thames  School,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Practical  Astronomy,  but  it  also  in- 
cludes subjects  not  taught  at  the  Thames. 
School  —  namely,  Biology,  Petrography,  and 
Palaeontology.  But,  as  there  are  no  crushing  or 
cyanide  plants  attached  to  this  school,  as  at 
the  Thames,  the  students  have  not  the  same 
opportunity  of  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge 
of  the  working  of  these  plants.  It  is,  however,, 
gratifying  to  know  that  steps  are  now  being 
taken  to  have  crushing  and  cyanide  plants 
erected  at  the  Otago  School  of  Mines,  so* 
that  auriferous  and  argentiferous  ores  can  be 
thoroughly  tested  there  in  order  to  ascertain 
their  commercial  value. 

The  expenditure  on  Schools  of  Mines  last  year 
was  £1,709,  including  £500  paid  to  the  school 
attached  to  the  Otago  University.  The  total 
expenditure  for  the  last  ten  years,  since  the 
schools  were  established,  has  been  £18,855. 

Summary  op  Expenditure  on  Works. 
The  total  expenditure  on  the  construction  of 
works  authorised  by  the  department  up  to  the 
81st  of  March  last  has  been  £479,554.  Of  this 
amount,  £348,120  has  been  paid  by  Govern- 
ment, and  £101,941  by  local  bodies,  prospecting, 
associations,  and  mining  companies.  These 
works  consist  of  :  Roads  and  tracks  constructed 
from  direct  grants,  £178,940;  roads  constructed 
on  subsidies,  £130,906 ;  water-races,  £61,649 ; 
drainage-channels,  £22,923 ;  prospecting- works, 
£63,958;  diamond  and  other  drills,  £4,955; 
wharves,  £436 ;  Schools  of  Mines,  assistance 
given  towards  the  treatment  of  ore,  £19,487;. 
artesian  -  well  boring,  £800  ;  repairing  flood 
damages,  £500.  The  liabilities  on  works  in  pro- 
gress on  the  31st  of  March  last  were  £29,493. 
A  detailed  statement  of  the  cost  and  of  the  ex- 
penditure on  these  works  will  be  found  in  the 
tables  annexed  to  the  Inspecting  Engineer's 
Beport,  pages  274  to  284. 

Mining  Legislation. 
It  is  proposed  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  a 
measure  amending  the  Mining  Act,  so  as  to- 
give  greater  facilities,  and  to  afford  better 
security,  for  carrying  on  prospecting  operations 
on  an  extensive  scale  for  gold,  silver,  or  other 
minerals,  excepting  coal,  in  order  to  afford 
encouragement  to  persons  who  wish  to  invest 
their  money  in  mining,  and  at  the  same  time 
find  profitable  employment  for  the  working- 
classes.  It  is  also  proposed  to  limit  the  time 
that  any  person  can  hold  ground  without 
either  complying  with  the  labour  conditions  or 
having  the  ground  protected,  without  being 
absolutely  forfeited.  This  will  prevent  the 
locking-up  of  large  areas  for  speculative  pur- 
poses. Provision  is  also  to  be  made  requiring 
foreign  mining  companies  to  have  a  colonial 
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register,  so  that  the  stock  can  be  dealt  with  in 
the  colony.  I  also  deemed  it  desirable  to  have 
a  few  amendments  made  in  the  Mining  Com- 
panies Act.  These  amendments  have  been 
passed  by  the  Legislature. 

It  is  proposed  to  ask  the  House  to  renew  the 
vote  of  last  session,  and  thus  give  effect  to  the 
legislation  passed  last  year,  in  regard  to  pro- 
specting deep  levels,  construction  of  water-races 
and  storage-reservoirs,  and  prospecting,  as  well 
as  for  compensation  arising  from  the  pro- 
clamation of  streams  as  watercourses  into 
which  tailings  from  mining  claims  may  be  dis- 
charged. A  considerable  amount  will  be  re- 
quired this  year  to  meet  engagements  already 
entered  into. 

Conclusion. 
In  concluding  my  remarks  on  the  mining 
industry,  I  would  state  that  the  more  I  see 
of  New  Zealand,  and  the  more  conversant  I 
become  with  the  extensive  mining  operations 
•carried  on  in  different  parts  of  the  colony,  the 
more  I  am  impressed  with  the  large  asset  the 
•colony  has  in  its  mineral  wealth,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  granting  some  assistance  towards  its 
•development.  The  construction  of  roads  and 
tracks  will  have  to  be  proceeded  with  for  many 
years  to  come,  in  order  that  the  back-country 
may  be  properly  opened  up.  Encouragement 
will  have  to  be  given  to  capitalists  to  unite  with 
the  individual  miner,  so  that  both  may  com- 
bine in  developing  the  mineral  resources  of 
the  country,  each  receiving  a  fair  share  of  the 
•profits.  Prospecting  will  have  to  be  carried  on 
more  extensively  in  the  future,  and  funds  must 
be  provided  for  granting  assistance  towards 
this  object.  Much  of  the  land  where  mining  is 
carried  on  is  unsuitable  for  agriculture ;  but, 
•nevertheless,  the  land  is  none  the  less  valuable, 
as  it  is  capable  of  supporting  a  large  popu- 
lation, and  of  finding  an  outlet  for  surplus 
labour. 

DEATH  OP  HON.  MR.  MANTELL. 
Mr.  SEDDON. — Sir,  honourable  members 
•are  aware  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Man  tell  has 
passed  away,  and  by  his  death  the  colony  has 
suffered  a  loss.  The  deceased  gentleman  served 
•as  Minister  for  Native  Affairs  in  the  Fox 
Ministry  of  1861  ;  he  was  Postmaster- General 
in  1862,  and  Native  Minister  in  the  Weld  Minis- 
try in  1864-65.  His  services  to  the  colony  ought 
to  be  recognised,  for  the  very  great  care  taken 
by  him  in  successfully  settling  practically  the 
Native  difficulty  in  the  South.  Island.  He  has 
borne  the  heat  and  brunt  of  our  day ;  he  was 
one  of  our  pioneer  settlers,  and  has  done  good 
work.  In  later  years  his  attention  has  been 
devoted  to  his  duties  in  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, and  he  has  always  been  recognised  as  an 
able,  conscientious,  and  painstaking  public  ser- 
vant, and  it  will  be  some  consolation  to  those 
whom  he  has  left  behind  him  if  the  House,  as 
a  token  of  respect  to  his  memory,  and  in  sym- 
pathy with  those  who  are  left  behind,  should 
adjourn.  I  therefore  move,  That  the  House  do 
now  adjourn  until  half  past  seven  o'clock  this 
evening. 

Mr.  Cadman 


Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  should  like,  from  this  side 
of  the  House,  to  second  the  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment. I  am  one  of  the  very  few  persons  in  this 
House  who  had  the  privilege  of  being  a  friend 
for  many  years  of  the  deceased  gentleman,  and 
I  do  esteem  it  a  privilege.  For,  though  he  was 
a  gentleman  of  shy  and  retiring  manner,  there 
were  few  men  better  worth  knowing.  His 
knowledge  of  things  and  of  men  was  exceed- 
ingly great,  and,  altogether,  he  was  a  most 
interesting  personage.  I  am  aware  that  of  late 
years  he  has  retired  into  comparatively  private 
life  ;  but  he  has  been  for  over  forty  years  a 
member  of  one  or  other  of  the  branches  of  this 
Legislature.  He  was,  I  believe,  one  of  the 
earliest  members  from  Otago:  he  represented 
Hampden;  and  since  his  first  entry  into  Par- 
liament he  has  never  ceased  to  be  a  member 
of  one  or  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  it.  To  use  the 
phraseology  of  the  day,  his  "  line  "  of  politics 
was  connected  with  Native  matters,  and  he 
has  told  me  that  when  he  was  in  England  he 
was  a  friend  of  Huxley  aad  of  Carlyle,  and  that 
Carlyle  often  discussed  with  him  the  policy  of 
dealing  kindly  with  the  native  races  m  coun- 
tries colonised  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  race;  and 
out  of  that  arose  much  of  the  legislation  which 
he  had  a  hand  in  framing.  The  deceased 
gentleman  always  thought  that  the  natives 
of  this  country  should  be  treated  in  a  most 
generous  fashion;  and  I  think  we  can  see 
ample  proof  of  his  kindly  disposition  in  oar 
present  treatment  of  the  native  race  in  this 
country.  Mr.  Man  tell  was  one  of  those  retiring 
men  who,  unlike  many  of  us  latter-day  politi- 
cians, never  sought  to  obtain  office.  Office  was 
always  thrust  upon  him,  and,  very  largely,  on 
the  ground  of  his  intimate  knowledge  in  con- 
nection with  Native  matters.  In  after-life  he 
never  sought  to  regain  office/  I  would  add  that, 
in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  most  sad  features 
connected  with  his  death  is  that  it  is  another 
snapping  of  the  links  which  bind  the  earliest 
Parliament  to  the  Parliament  of  the  present 
day.  During  this  Parliament  we  have  followed 
to  the  grave  Judge  Richmond ;  Mr.  Reader 
Wood  died  the  other  dav  ;  Mr.  Hart  also  has 
disappeared  from  our  midst,  and  now  Mr.  Man- 
tell;  and  this  Parliament  has  also  witnessed 
the  retirement  of  Sir  George  Grey.  It  seems  to 
me  much  to  be  regretted  that  names  which  were 
household  words  when  we  were  children  should 
be  steadily  passing  away  from  us,  and  that  we 
should  with  reluctant  feet  have  to  follow  them 
to  the  tomb.  I  am  glad  the  Premier  has  moved 
the  adjournment. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HOUSE   RESUMED. 

The  House  resumed  at  half -past  seven 
o'clock. 

ALCOHOLIC    LIQUORS    SALE   CONTROL 
BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  19.— How  poll  to  betaken. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "  that,"  in  subclause  (3), 
and  to  insert  instead  thereof  the  words  "  each 
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voter  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  any  one  or 
two  of  the  proposals  submitted." 

Words  struck  out,  and  words  as  proposed 
inserted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
words  after  "that,"  in  subclause  (6),  and  to 
insert  instead  the  words  "  licenses  shall  be 
restored  or  not,  according  to  the  result  of  the 
licensing  poll  on  these  proposals  in  each  dis- 
trict." 

Words  struck  out,  and  words  as  proposed 
inserted. 

Clause  20. — Bellamy's:  Poll  of  members  to 
be  taken  as  to  whether  liquor  to  be  sold. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
41  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Allen 

Buick 

Cadman 

Oarncross 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 


Bell 

Button 

Carnell 


Hutchison,  W. 


Ayes,  40. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Larnach 
La  wry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
Massey 
McGowan 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  R. 
MoLachlan 
Millar 
Mills 
Mitchelson 

Noes,  9. 
Newman 
Saunders 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Montgomery 

Morrison 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Reeves 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Maslin 
McNab. 


Tellers. 
Earnshaw 
Stout. 


For. 
Buchanan 
Duthie 
McKenzie,  J. 
Pere 
Pirani. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Flatman 
Buddo 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Te  Ao 
Hall-Jones. 


Majority  for,  31. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  25. — Cost  of  elections  and  adminis- 
tration to  be  paid  by  local  authorities. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved,  That  in  subsection  (6) 
the  word  "  not "  be  inserted,  and  the  word 
"nevertheless"  expunged,  so  as  to  make  the 
subsection  read  to  the  effeot  that,  in  case  no 
license-fees  are  received  by  a  local  authority  in 
any  licensing  district,  such  authority  is  not 
liable  to  contribute  towards  the  oosts  and  ex- 
penses. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
41  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  33. 


Buiok 

Flatman 

Hutohison,  W 

Oadman 

Fraser 

Kelly,  W. 

Carnell 

Green 

Larnach 

Carroll 

Hall 

Mackintosh 

Collins 

Hall-Jones 

MoGowan 

Duncan 

Harris 

McGuire 

Duthie 

Hogg 

McKenzie,  J. 

McKenzie,  R. 

McNab 

Mills 

Montgomery 

Parata 


Allen 

Bell 

Button 

Oarncross 

Earnshaw 

Heke 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

For. 
Buddo 
Pere. 


Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 

Noes,  21. 

Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Maslin 

Massey 

McLachlan 

Newman 

Saunders 


Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Crowther 
Morrison. 


Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 

Tellers. 
Houston 
Millar. 


Pa  IBs. 


Against. 
Lawry 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  12. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  word  retained. 
The  Committee    divided   on   the   question, 
4  That  the  clause  be  a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Cadman 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 


Allen 

Bell 

£uick 

Button 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Heke 

Houston 


Ayes,  32. 
Hogg 

Hutohison,  W. 
Joyce 
Kelly,  W. 
Larnach 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McNab 

Noes,  21. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
Millar 
Newman 
Saunders 


Mills 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Hall 
Montgomery. 


Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 

Tellers. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
McLachlan. 


For. 
Buddo 
Pere. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Lawry 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  11. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  27. — Increase  of  licenses. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  the  words 
"  exoept  as  provided  in  section  four  of  *  The 
Alcoholio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Aot,  1893/  "  be 
struok  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  27  struok  out. 

Clause  28. — No  new  bottle  or  wine  license  to 
be  granted. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  words 
"  bottle  license  or  New  Zealand  wine  license  " 
be  struok  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting 
"  licenses  of  any  description." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 
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Alien 

Bell 

Cadman 

CarncroBS 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Dathie 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 


Houston 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 

Button 

Green 

Lang. 

For. 
Buddo 
Pere. 


Ayes,  54. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Larnach 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
Massey 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
McLaohlan 
McNab 
Millar 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Newman 
Parata 
Pinker  ton 


Pirani 

Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Saunders 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stevens 

Stout 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Willis 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Hall 
Morrison. 


Noes,  5. 


Pairs. 


Tellers. 
Buick 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Against. 
Lawry 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  49. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  WILLIS  moved,  That  paragraph  (2), 
providing  that  all  licenses  continue  in  force 
until  expiry  on  the  80th  June,  and  may  be  re- 
newed from  time  to  time  until  the  licensing 
poll  is  taken,  but  not  thereafter,  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  paragraph  (2)  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  42. 

Allen 

Hogg 

Parata 

Bell 

Houston 

Pirani 

Button 

Hutchison,  W. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Cadman 

Joyce 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Carnell 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Seddon 

Carroll 

Kelly,  W. 

Stevens 

Collins 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Stout 

Crowther 

Maslin 

Tanner 

Duncan 

McGowan 

Thompson,  R. 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  J. 

Thompson,  T. 

Earnshaw 

McLachlan 

Wilson. 

Flatman 

McNab 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Montgomery 

Newman 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Harris 

Noes,  12. 

Buick 

Mackintosh 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carncross 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

McKenzie,  R. 

Mills 

Green 

Pinkerton 

Willis. 

Lang 

Paibs. 

For. 

Against. 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Reeves. 

Saunders. 

Majority  for,  30. 

Paragraph  retained. 


Mr.  MILLS  moved  to  add  the  following  words 
to  the  end  of  the  clause :  "  until  the  electors, 
have  decided  if  such  licenses  or  others  shall 
be  again  issued." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buick 
Duncan 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 

Bell 

Button 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Carnell 

Crowther 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 


Ayes,  12. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pinkerton 

Noes,  88. 
Houston 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Newman 
Pirani 
Russell,  G.  W. 


Willis. 

Tellers. 
Green 
Mills. 


R. 


Russell,  W 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Stout 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R« 
Thompson,  T. 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Montgomery. 


For. 
Allen 
Lawry 
Reeves 
TeAo. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Carroll 
Buddo 
Saunders 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  26. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The  Committee    divided    on    the  question, 
•  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  30. 

Bell 

Hutchison,  W. 

Russell,  G.  W, 

Button 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R 

Cadman 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Carnell 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Earnshaw 

McLachlan 

Stout 

Hall 

McNab 

Wilson. 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Newman 

Flatman 

Hogg 

Pirani 

Joyce. 

Houston 

Noes,  23. 

Allen 

Lang 

Parata 

Carncross 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Pinkerton 

Collins 

Mackintosh 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther 

Massey 

Tanner 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  R. 

Thompson,  R. 

Fraser 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Green 

Mills 

Buiok 

Kelly,  W. 

Morrison 

Willis. 

*  Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Buddo  Mitchelson 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Reeves.  Saunders. 

Majority  for,  7. 
Clause  agreed  to. 
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Clause  29. — Powers  of  Chairman  and  two 
members. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  insert  in  the  clause 
a  provision  that  the  Licensing  Committee  for 
an  ordinary  licensing  district  shall  consist  of 
the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  and  five  other  per- 
sons resident  in  the  district. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  to  omit  the 
words  providing  for  exercise  of  powers  by  the 
Chairman  and  two  members  jointly  and  not 
separately!  with  the  view  of  inserting  "  a  ma- 
jority of  such  Committee  only." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Arcs,  84. 

Allen  Harris  Russell,  W.  R. 

Bell  Hogg  Seddon 

Button  Kelly,  W.  Smith 

Oadman  Lang  Stevens 

Carnoross  Lawry  Thompson,  R. 

Oollins  Mackintosh  Thompson,  T. 

Crowther  Massey  Willis 

Duncan  McEenzie,  R.  Wilson. 

Duthie  McLachlan 

Flatman  Millar  Tellers. 

Fraser  Parata  Mills 

Hall  Pinkerton  Morrison. 


Buick 
Carnell 
Earnshaw 
Hall -Jones 


Noes,  16. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
McNab 
Newman 


Hutchison,  W.  Pirani 
Kelly,  J.  W.      Smith,  G.  J 

Pairs. 
For. 
Buddo 
MoKenzie,  J. 
Pere 
Reeves. 


Stout 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Montgomery 
Russell,  G.  W. 


Against. 
Lawry 
Green 
Te  Ao 
Saunders. 


Majority  for,  18. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  proviso :  "  Provided  always  that,  if  at 
any  annual  or  quarterly  meeting  a  resolution 
has  been  passed  by  the  Committee  that  no  con- 
ditional license  shall  be  issued,  then  no  such 
licenses  shall  be  issued  until  such  resolution 
has  been  rescinded." 

The    Committee    divided    on    the  question, 
"  That  the  proviso  be  added." 
Ayes,  28. 


Allen 

Hutohison,  W 

Pirani 

Bell 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Buick 

Stout 

Button 

Maslin 

Tanner 

Carnell 

McNab 

Wilson. 

Flatman 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 

Earnshaw 

Heke 

Newman 
Noes,  80. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Cadman 

Oollins 

Duthie 

Carnoross 

Crowther 

Fraser 

Carroll 

Duncan 
VOL.  XC.-9. 

Hall 

Harris 

McLachlan        Stevens 

Houston 

Mills                   Thompson, 

R. 

Kelly  W. 

Parata                Thompson, 

T. 

Lang 

Pinkerton           Willis 

Mackintosh 

Russell,  W.  R.          Tellers, 

Massey 

Seddon               Hogg 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M.     Morrison. 

MoKenzie,  R. 

Pairs. 

For. 

Against. 

Green 

Buddo 

Lawry 

McKenzie,  J. 

Saunders                     Reeves 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  30.—  Procedure  on  failure  to  eleot  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  the  addition  of 
the  following  proviso :  "  Provided  that  where 
prohibition  prevails  in  any  district  it  shall  be 
unnecessary  to  elect  a  Committee." 

Proviso  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause  as  amended  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Ayes,  40. 
Allen  Hogg  Parata 

Bell  Houston  Pirani 

Buick  Hutchison,  W.  Russell,  W.  R. 

Button  Kelly,  J.  W.       Seddon 

Cadman  Kelly,  W.  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carncross  Lang  Stevens 

Carroll  Mackintosh        Thompson,  R. 

Collins  Massey  Thompson,  T. 

Crowther  McGowan  Willis 

Duncan  McLachlan        Wilson, 

Fraser  Millar 

Hall  Mills  Tellers. 

Harris  •     Montgomery      Mackenzie,  T. 

Heke  Morrison  Pinkerton. 

Noes,  11. 
Carnell  McNab  Tanner. 

Flatman  Newman  Tellers. 

Hall-Jones         Russell,  G.  W.  Earnshaw 
Maslin  Smith,  G.  J.      Stout. 


For. 
Buddo 

MoKenzie,  J. 
Pere 
Reeves. 


Paiss. 


Against. 
Lawry 
Green 
Te  Ao 
Saunders. 


Majority  for,  29. 
Clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved,  That  progress 
be  reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 
Tanner 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Earnshaw 
Montgomery. 


Ayes,  26. 

Allen 

Houston 

Buick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Button 

Lang 

Carnoross 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Collins 

Mackintosh 

Fraser 

Massey 

Hall 

Millar 

Heke 

Newman 

Hogg 

Parata 
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C  adman 

Garnell 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flat  man 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hutchison,  W. 

For. 
Green 
Lawry 
Te  Ao. 


Noes,  25. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lawry 

Maslin 

McGowan 

McLachlan 

McNab 

Pinkerton 

Pi  rani 

Seddon 

Paibs. 


Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis. 

Tellers, 
Mills 
Morrison. 


Against. 
MoKenzie,  J. 
Buddo 
Pere. 


Majority  for,  1. 
Motion  agreed  to,  and  progress  reported. 
The  House  adjourned   at  thirteen  minutes 
paRt  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday ,  11th  September,  1895. 


First  Readings— Railway  Apprenticed  attending  Can- 
terbury College  Lectures— Anti-Chinese  League 
—Judge  Barton— Crown  Suits  Act  1881  Extension 
Bill— Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 


took  the  chair  at 


FIRST  READINGS. 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Industrial  Con- 
ciliation   and    Arbitration     Bill,    Unclaimed 
Moneys  Bill. 

RAILWAY  APPRENTICES  ATTENDING 
CANTERBURY  COLLEGE  LECTURES. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, If  they  will  afford  facilities  to  the 
apprentices  in  the  railway  workshops  in  Christ- 
church  to  attend  day-lectures  at  Canterbury 
College,  by  granting  leave  of  absence  for,  say, 
one  half-day  a  fortnight,  thus  allowing  further 
good  and  practical  means  of  utilising  the  first- 
class  testing  and  experimental  appliances  now 
owned  by  the  College  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  there  was 
a  night-schcol  at  the  college  referred  to  in  the 
question,  and  he  believed  it  had  been  found  to 
be  very  useful.  The  General  Manager  in  charge 
of  the  workshops,  moreover,  thought  it  was  un- 
desirable that  there  should  be  a  half-holiday 
given  to  the  students,  as  they  would  be  better 
employed  if  they  attended  these  lectures  in  the 
evenings  than  if  they  had  a  half-holiday  during 
the  day.  In  the  night  they  might  probably 
not  be  employed  to  so  useful  a  purpose  as 
attending  lectures. 

ANTI-CHINESE  LEAGUE. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved,  That  the 
report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  upon 
the   petition  of  Allan  Ward  and  three  other 


members  of  the  Anti-Chinese  League  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  further  evidence. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  mover  of  this  motion  attached 
very  much  more  importance  to  the  petition  in 
question  than  it  really  deserved.  It  appeared 
to  him  it  had  beon  treated  properly  by  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee,  which  reported 
that,  after  carefully  considering  the  matter, 
they  had  no  recommendation  to  make.  That, 
he  thought,  was  a  fit  report,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  matter  ought  to  have  been 
allowed  to  remain  there.  He  could  not  see 
what  advantage  was  to  be  derived  from  going 
further  into  it.  They  all  knew  what  the 
petition  meant.  The  question  of  Chinese  im- 
migration had  been  long  ago  settled  satisfac- 
torily and  safely,  if  not  with  the  entire  approval 
of  the  Council,  at  least  with  the  general  con- 
sent of  it.  That  legislation,  up  to  the  present 
time,  had  been  found  to  be  very  effective  as  a 
preventive  of  the  influx  of  Chinese  into  this 
colony,  and  there  had  been  practically  no  in- 
crease of  Chinese  immigration.  The  object  of 
the  agitation  now  being  got  up  was  not  to  be 
mistaken.  It  was  promoted  6imply  by  the 
claqueurs  of  the  Labour  Department,  and  its 
Privy  Council  the  talkers  of  certain  labour 
associations  in  this  colony.  The  reason  that 
agitation  had  taken  place  on  this  subject,  and 
the  recent  blowing  of  penny- trumpets  and 
the  jingling  of  marrowbones  and  cleavers,  was 
nothing  more  than  a  complimentary  sere- 
nading of  the  Minister  of  Labour  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  recent  delivery  of  the  Asiatio  and 
Other  Immigrants  Restriction  Bill.  As  far  as  he 
observed,  as  the  knocker  on  the  door  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  department  was  still 
muffled  and  the  tan  still  before  the  door,  it 
would  appear  that,  after  the  "yellow  agony" 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  gone 
through  so  lately,  he  was  not  quite  so  well  as 
might  be  expected.  However,  with  that  parti- 
cular measure  they  had  nothing  at  present  to 
do.  When  it  came  before  the  Council,  as  no 
doubt  it  would  in  due  course,  he  thought  they 
might  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the  baby- 
farmers  and  treat  the  "  little  stranger "  in 
accordance  therewith.  They  need  then  have 
no  fear  of  being  subjected,  either  in  effigy  or 
otherwise,  to  the  extreme  penalties  of  the  law. 
He  would  be  very  glad  if  his  honourable  friend 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  or,  if  he  was  not 
prepared  to  do  that,  he  hoped  the  Council  would 
reject  it,  because  there  was  really  no  necessity 
that  he  could  imagine  for  any  further  discus- 
sion or  any  further  inquiry  on  this  subject. 
If  the  allegations  in  the  petition  respecting  the 
insanitary  conditions  under  which  the  Chinese 
were  congregated  were  truthful,  it  was  not 
the  business  of  the  Council  to  deal  with  it. 
It  was  the  business  of  those  who  were  immedi- 
ately concerned — that  was,  the  city  authorities. 
He  hoped  they  would  therefore  hear  no  more 
of  the  business,  for  the  present  at  any  rate. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  understood  that  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  the  mover  of  the 
motion  was  as  to  his  desire  that  some  evidence 
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should  be  taken  to  justify  the  statement  that 
the  Chinese  lived  in  an  insanitary  condition. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKL— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  understood  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  desired  that  the  In- 
spector of  Nuisances  should  be  examined,  for 
the  purpose  of  ratifying  or  contradicting  the 
Statements  contained  in  the  petition. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKL— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  thought  it  was  a 
seasonable  request  to  make ;  but  personally  he 
would  like  to  say  that  he  did  not  think  the 
subjeot  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  him 
in  interfering  with  the  discretion  which  the 
Committee  had  shown  in  this  case.  After  all, 
it  was  the  business  of  the  Municipality  to  see 
carefully  into  the  condition  of  the  premises 
of  the  Chinese;  and  to  a  certain  extent  the 
Municipality  did  it.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
the  Chinese  quarters  were  not  kept  in  per- 
fectly good  order,  but  that  was  undoubtedly 
the  fault  of  the  Municipality.  It  was  quite 
natural  for  Asiatic  people  to  crowd  together, 
«nd  to  neglect  our  sanitary  laws.  He  had 
•absolutely  no  sympathy  with  persons  guilty  of 
this  dereliction  of  duty,  but  on  the  whole  the 
attention  which  had  been  drawn  to  the  matter 
by  the  honourable  gentleman's  notice  would, 
he  thought,  sufficiently  serve  his  purpose. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  could  not  see  what 
object  was  to  be  gained  by  referring  the  ques- 
tion back  to  the  Committee.  If  the  honour- 
able member  who  moved  the  motion  expected 
that  by  doing  so  he  would  get  a  less  favourable 
report  he  rather  thought  he  would  be  dis- 
appointed. If  they  were  to  take  evidence  on 
this  question  he  believed  it  would  be  found 
4hat  the  statements  made  in  the  petition  would 
be  more  than  substantiated.  In  fact,  from  his 
own  experience,  and  from  what  he  had  seen,  he 
felt  quite  sure  that  a  great  deal  that  was  said 
in  the  petition  could  be  proved  beyond  a  possi- 
bility of  doubt.  To  ask  the  Committee  to  take 
further  evidence  on  this  question  would  be  a 
very  large  task,  and  there  could  be  no  practical 
result.  There  was  a  measure  before  the  Legis- 
lature now  which  would  be  likely  to  come 
before  the  Chamber  in  a  short  time,  and  when 
that  measure  came  on  would  be  the  proper 
time  to  take  evidence  on  this  question.  Thoir 
investigations  then  should  not  be  confined  to 
Chinese,  but  should  extend  to  other  undesirable 
immigrants,  as  there  were  other  immigrants 
residing  amongst  us  who  were  more  objection- 
able than  the  Chinese.  He  thought  it  would  be 
better  under  the  circumstances  to  let  the  report 
stand  as  it  was  at  present  until  the  measure 
to  which  he  referred  was  before  the  Council. 
They  could  then  take  full  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  there  would  be  a  more  practical 
outcome  as  the  result. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  that  nothing 
would  give  him  greater  pleasure  than  to  comply 
with  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen's  request,  which  was 
a  very  reasonable  one,  but  under  the  circum- 
stances he  would  be  failing  in  his  duty  if  he  did 
not  ask  the  Council  to  be  good  enough  to  carry 
the  motion.  As  far  as  the  Council  were  con- 
-cernod  they  were  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 


Chinese  were  not  as  undesirable  as  was  in- 
tended to  be  made  out.  His  object,  however, 
was  to  get  the  evidence  from  an  officer,  who  was 
a  public  officer,  in  order  to  prove  whether  the 
allegations  contained  in  the  petition  were  true 
or  not.  If  they  were  true  there  must  be  some 
negligence  somewhere,  and  if  they  were  not  true 
they  ought  to  be  contradicted  and  the  wrong 
impression  removed.  If  the  statements  were 
true,  then  the  City  of  Wellington  must  be  very 
negligent,  and  so  must  its  officers,  to  allow  suoh 
a  state  of  things  to  exist,  and  the  sooner  it  was 
remedied  the  better  it  would  be  for  its  inhabit- 
ants. He  could  not  conceive  for  one  moment 
why  any  objection  should  be  raised  to  getting 
the  evidence  of  a  public  officer  sworn  to  do  his 
duty.  It  was  necessary  that  this  should  be 
done,  and  that  it  should  be  ascertained  whether 
the  allegations  were  true  or  otherwise,  as  the 
petition  had  been  read  and  published  through- 
out the  whole  colony.  It  had  appeared  in  the 
newspapers,  and  he  might  say  that  it  had  be- 
come almost  a  chronic  disease  amongst  some 
people  to  imagine  that  such  things  really  ex- 
isted. He  wished  to  have  the  impression  either 
confirmed  or  removed.  He  did  not  wish  to 
put  the  country  to  any  expense  in  the  matter; 
and,  with  regard  to  the  Asiatic  Immigration 
Restriction  Bill,  when  that  came  before  the 
Council  members  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
judging  it  on  its  merits ;  but  that  would  not 
relieve  the  Chinese  of  the  charges  made  against 
them. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

JUDGE  BARTON. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  moved,  That  the 
petition  of  G.  E.  Barton,  Judge  of  the  Valida- 
tion Court,  Gisborne,  be  referred  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  not  able  to 
understand  what  advantage  would  be  received 
from  the  proposed  reference  of  this  petition  to 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  Mr.  Barton  was 
a  Civil  servant,  a  Judge  of  the  Native  Land 
Court,  and  if  he  had  any  grievance  to  complain 
of,  or  if  there  were  anything  which  should  be 
altered  in  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  law,  the 
proper  course  would  be  for  him  to  apply  to  his 
official  superiors,  the  Chief  Judge  or  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  colony  —  not,  as  he  was  doing  in 
this  case,  to  bring  an  indictment  against  his 
official  superiors  and  the  Legislature  itself  for 
not  having  done  what  he  considered  right. 
Of  course  in  his  private  capacity  Mr.  Barton 
was  entitled  to  petition  the  Legislature  if  he 
had  any  grievance  to  complain  of  ;  but  in  this 
case  he  was  not  acting  in  his  private  capacity 
at  all,  he  was  acting  as  a  servant  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  he  had  committed,  in  his  (Dr.  Pollen's) 
opinion,  a  grave  breach  of  official  etiquette  and 
propriety  in  the  course  he  had  taken  in  respect 
to  this  matter — namely,  in  appealing  direct  to 
the  Legislature  against  his  official  superiors. 
That  was  really  what  he  was  doing,  and  it  was 
a  course  he  had  no  right  to  take.  After  study 
of  the  petition,  he  felt  that,  on  his  own  show- 
ing, Judge  Barton  was  self-condemned.  If  any 
difficulty  had  arisen  it  had  arisen  out  of  his 
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own  egoism,  and  his  determination  to  do  no- 
thing, and  to  permit  nothing  to  be  done  in  his 
Court  that  he  did  not  approve  of,  no  matter 
who  else  might  approve  of  it,  and  that  there 
should  be  no  appeal  from  his  decisions.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  thought  the  proper 
course  for  the  Council  to  take  would  be,  in- 
stead of  referring  the  matter  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  to  deal  with,  to  refer  the 
question  to  the  Government  for  consideration. 
He  would  therefore  move,  That  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Barton  be  referred  to  the  Government  for  its 
consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  said  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  acoept  the  amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

CROWN  SUITS  ACT  1881  EXTENSION 
BILL. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  had  moved 
on  a  recent  ocoasion  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  on  this  Bill.  Since  then  he  had  waded 
through  a  mass  of  evidence  and  reports,  and  he 
was  quite  sure  that  no  purpose  could  be  served 
by  continuing  the  debate  on  the  subject  during 
the  present  session.  It  referred  practically  to 
the  South  Island  purchases,  and  in  reference 
to  the  matter  some  very  able  reports  had  been 
furnished.  He  had  no  desire  to  prejudice  any 
right  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Taiaroa  might 
have  in  regard  to  the  matter.  He  had  met 
the  honourablo  gentleman  that  morning,  and 
had  informed  him  that  he  had  beon  un- 
able to  see  Judge  Mackay,  who  might  have 
given  him  further  information  on  the  subject. 
Judge  Mackay  had  investigated  the  matter. 
He  had  therefore  suggested  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Taiaroa,  without  having  any  desire  whatever  to 
prejudice  his  position,  that  the  Bill  should  be 
withdrawn,  as  the  Council  would  be  unable  to 
pass  the  measure  during  the  present  session. 
The  matter  would  simply  go  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee,  and  they  would  be  practi- 
cally going  over  the  ground  again  which  many 
Committees  had  gone  over  before.  His  honour- 
able friend  had  accepted  his  suggestion,  and 
agreed  that,  instead  of  any  hostile  motion  being 
moved,  he  would  withdraw  the  Bill,  reserving 
the  right  to  introduce  it,  if  he  thought  proper, 
early  next  session.  He  was  satisfied,  if  honour- 
able members  waded  through  the  mass  of 
paper,  they  would  find  it  almost  impossible 
for  the  Council  to  deal  with  the  matter  at 
present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  said  the  statement 
of  his  honourable  friend  was  quite  correct. 
The  principal  reason  that  induced  him  to 
agree  to  his  honourable  friend's  proposal  was 
that  he  felt  it  was  too  late  this  session  for  the 
Council  to  deal  with  the  matter.  He  consented 
to  withdraw  the  Bill  for  this  session  in  order 
to  give  honourable  members  and  the  Govern- 
ment time  to  make  up  their  minds  about  the 
subjeot,  and  to  examine  all  the  documents  in 
reference  to  it.  He  did  hope,  however,  the 
Government  would  really  look  into  tho  matter 
between  now  and  next  session,  and  he  asked 
members  of  the  Council  to  read  up  and  study 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen 


the  promises  made  to  the  Natives  by  the  Go* 
vernment  and  different  officials  from  the  first 
down  to  the  Commissioners,  who  lately  ex- 
amined these  matters.  If  nothing  was  ar- 
ranged before  next  session,  he  undertook  either 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  himself  early  next  session 
or  that  some  one  else  should  do  so.  On  this 
understanding  he  would  agree  to  withdraw  the 
Bill  for  the  present,  but  before  doing  so  he- 
would  like  to  read  a  short  extract  from  the> 
report  of  Mr.  Mackay,  who  was  appointed  by 
the  Government  to  inquire  into  these  matters 
in  1887  :— 

"  It  is  highly  inequitable,  however,  that  tho 
Natives  interested  in  the  question  should  be 
compelled  to  suffer  for  an  omission  of  the  Colo- 
nial Government  to  set  apart  the  proportion  of 
the  Otakou  Block  it  was  generally  admitted 
they  were  entitled  to ;  and  the  desirability  will 
no  doubt  be  now  seen  that  immediate  action 
should  be  taken  to  remedy,  as  far  as  possible,, 
the  loss  they  have  sustained  in  consequence. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  reserves  have  been 
made  for  them  in  the  Otakou  Block,  as  tho 
lands  they  occupy  are  portions  they  excluded 
from  sale,  and  form  part  of  their  original 
estate.  This  position  of  the  matter  was  ad- 
mitted by  the  New  Zealand  Company,  through* 
their  secretary,  Mr.  Harrington,  when  acknow- 
ledging the  right  of  the  Government  to  make 
reserves  for  the  Natives  within  the  block  in 
acordance  with  the  company's  scheme." 

He  wished  the  Council  to  understand  that 
he  did  not  in  the  least  feel  ashamed  of  himself 
for  having  introduced  tho  Bill.  He  could  stand 
as  erect  as  any  tree.  It  was  the  Government 
who  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  having  made  these 
promises  and  having  taken  no  steps  to  see 
them  fulfilled.  He  thanked  the  Council  for 
giving  him  their  attention,  and  begged  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said,  when  ho 
interviewed  the  honourable  gentleman  he  had 
no  idea  he  intended  to  read  one  extract  from, 
the  report,  because  there  were  other  extracts- 
which  pointed  the  other  way.  He  did  not  wish 
to  allow  it  to  be  said  that  that  was  the  only 
extract  that  could  be  read  with  regard  to  tho 
matter.  There  were  several  others,  and  had 
ho  known  the  honourable  gentleman's  inten- 
tion he  would  have  been  prepared  to  move  in  a 
different  direction  from  what  he  had  done. 

Motion  for  second  reading  withdrawn. 

WAGES  ATTACHMENT  ABOLITION  BILL. 
On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  committed* 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said,  at  the  time  the 
Beoobd  reading  of  this  Bill  was  being  discussed 
he  was — if  he  might  use  such  an  expression — 
somewhat "  off  colour,"  and  was  not  able  to  take 
the  part  he  intended  in  the  discussion  on  that 
occasion.  He  knew,  however,  that  it  would  be 
referred  to  the  Labour  Bills  Committtee,  and 
that  it  would  there  be  submitted  to  the  scru- 
tiny of  gentlemen  who  were  in  touch  and 
in  sympathy  with  the  working-man,  and  who 
knew,  and  were  always  ready  to  provide,  what- 
ever was  necessary  for  his  protection  and  care. 
His  disappointment  was  very  great  on  finding 
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that  they  had  not  submitted  a  report  advising 
that  a  Bill  which  was  an  outrage  upon  the 
honour  and  honesty  of  the  working-man  should 
not  be  allowed  to  proceed.  We  had  hedged 
round  the  working-man  with  so  many  defences, 
armed  him  with  so  many  weapons  of  offence 
And  defence, — in  the  shape  of  Factory  Acts, 
Truck  Acts,  Employers'  Liability  Acts,  Work- 
men's Wages  Acts,  and  all  the  rest  of  them, — 
that  we  had  made  him  a  kind  of  industrial 
porcupine,  armed  with  sharp  quills,  always 
xretfully  erect,  so  that  timid  Capital,  except 
tinder  extreme  stress,  would  not  touch  him ; 
and  the  consequence  was,  they  saw  at  present 
that  he  remained,  and  would  remain  to  a  very 
great  extent,  unemployed.  Then,  by  way  of 
Jailing  him  with  mistaken  kindness,  we  now 
propose — while  giving  him  the  power  of  at- 
taching money  belonging  to  him  wherever  he 
could  find  it,  without  the  necessity  even  of 
appealing  to  a  Court  of  justice — to  take  away 
from  him  the  means,  in  the  intervals  of  em- 
ployment, of  obtaining  subsistence  for  him- 
self and  provision  for  his  family.  The  worker 
had  been  accustomed  always  on  those  occa- 
sions to  obtain  credit  and  assistance  from  the 
butcher,  the  baker,  and  the  grocer  for  the 
necessaries  of  life.  He  thought  'it  would  be 
found  that  neither  butcher,  nor  baker,  nor 
grocer,  if  this  law  were  carried  into  force,  would 
trust  him,  however  highly  they  might  think 
individually  of  him.  It  was  true  that  it  might 
be  said  that  this  law  had  been  in  operation  for 
a  long  time ;  but  it  was  not  now  in  operation, 
And  had  not  been  for  a  year  or  thereabouts. 
The  fact  that  it  was  once  in  operation  was  no 
proof  at  all  that  it  was  a  desirable  law,  and 
was  no  argument  for  its  being  returned  at  pre- 
sent to  the  statute-book.  He  hoped  it  would 
not  be  returned  to  the  statute-book.  In  the 
Legislature,  as  well  as  out  of  doors,  a  general 
impression  and  a  general  strong  feeling  pre- 
vailed that  there  had  been  enough  of  this  kind 
of  labour  legislation,  and  that  a  little  rest  from 
it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  working- 
man  himself,  and  for  the  colony  generally, 
which  was  concerned  in  this  matter.  He 
hoped  therefore  that  the  Bill  would  not  be 
allowed  to  proceed  further,  and,  in  order  to 
test  the  feeling  of  the  Council  on  the  matter, 
he  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  committed  that  day 
*ix  montliA. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  thought 
it  would  be  a  pity  to  reject  the  Bill.  It  was  in 
•one  sense  in  the  interests  of  the  workmen ;  but 
it  was  also  in  the  interests  of  the  general  body 
of  creditors,  because  if  one  creditor  got  an  order 
attaching  a  workman's  wages  he  got  it  to  the 
detriment  of  a  number  of  others.  The  object 
of  this  Bill  was  to  secure  a  reasonable  live- 
lihood for  the  workman,  and  to  encourage  him 
to  work,  because  under  the  law  at  present  you 
could  not  only  attach  the  wages  he  had  actually 
earned,  but  those  which  he  was  yet  to  earn ; 
and  it  was  obvious  a  man  would  not  go  on 
working  if  he  had  to  do  so  in  the  interest  of  one 
particular  creditor.  If  the  amendments  of  the 
Labour  Bills  Committee  were  given  effect  to  the 
law  would  be  very  much  on  the  lines  of  the  law 


at  present  in  Scotland.  Wages  were  there  pro- 
tected to  the  extent  of  £1  a  week,  and  here  it 
was  proposed  to  protect  them  to  the  extent  of 
£2.  If  the  Bill  were  rejected  it  would  be  an 
injustice  to  some  particular  creditors,  and  if  it 
passed  it  did  not  take  away  a  creditor's  ordinary 
redress  which  he  had  at  present.  He  could  have 
a  workman  examined  before  the  Magistrate, 
and,  if  the  Magistrate  was  satisfied  that  he 
was  earning  wages  out  of  which  he  could  pay, 
he  could  order  him  to  pay  by  instalments  or 
at  one  time.  This  gave  the  Magistrate  full  dis- 
cretion as  to  whether  to  make  an  order  or  not. 
At  present  the  Bill  protected  wages  practically 
to  any  amount — say,  £1,500  a  year  ;  but  the 
object  of  this  amendment  was  to  protect  wages 
only  within  such  limits  as  would  enable  a  work- 
man to  provide  for  his  family.  He  thought  the 
Council  should  not  reject  the  Bill  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  honourable  gentleman,  because  the 
measure,  as  amended,  was  a  reasonable  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty,  and  it  would  not  work 
injustice  to  any  one. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  disagreed  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  who  said  that  the  Bill  was 
in  the  interests  of  the  workmen  and  also  of  the 
employer.  A  man  who  earned  £2  a  week  surely 
was  entitled  to  pay  something  oil  the  debts 
which  he  incurred  during  a  time  when  he  was 
in  idleness — for  articles  of  necessity  for  his 
family.  If  they  passed  this  Bill,  enabling 
a  man  to  get  off  paying  any  of  his  debts  by 
not  allowing  his  wages  up  to  £2  a  week  to  be 
attached,  what  would  be  the  outcome?  He 
did  not  feel  inclined  to  support  anything  of  the 
kind.  The  colony  was  spending  a  large  sum  of 
money  annually  on  education ;  and  were  they 
in  that  Chamber  to  educate  the  people  into 
being  dishonest,  and  to  say  that,  if  a  man 
earned  £2  a  week,  he  should  not  be  compelled 
to  pay  his  honest  debts  ?  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart 
had  also  stated  that  there  could  be  a  summons 
issued ;  but  they  knew  perfectly  well  what  that 
sort  of  thing  was,  and  the  result  would  be  that 
they  would  rob  the  man  who  had  supplied  the 
debtor  with  necessaries  in  the  hour  of  need. 
What  right  had  the  storekeeper  to  be  put  to 
expense  even  to  recover  his  money  ?  Surely 
his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  who  was 
one  of  the  greatest  legal  authorities  in  the 
colony,  was  not  going  to  justify  such  an  action 
as  that.  The  Council  was  there  to  do  justice 
as  between  man  and  man ;  and,  if  they  were  to 
legislate  so  that  the  workman  should  get  the 
benefit  of  the  Act,  how  was  the  other  man,  to 
whom  the  workman  owed  money,  to  pay  his 
way  ?  He  should  certainly  support  the  amend- 
ment, and  he  was  surprised  at  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stewart  taking  up  the  line  he  did. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  rose  to  support  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 
He  agreed  with  almost  every  word  that  honour- 
able gentleman  said,  and  he  also  felt  that  it 
was  time  that  they  legislated  for  the  honest 
people.  If  they  were  going  to  encourage  people 
not  to  pay  their  debts,  and  to  shield  them  as 
this  Bill  contemplated,  then  they  were  doing 
the  workmen  themselves  a  very  great  injustice. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  said  that  the  Bill  was 
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something  on  the  lines  of  the  Scotch  Act, 
under  which  a  man's  wages  were  protected  up 
to  £1 ;  but  he  (Mr.  McLean)  did  not  see  why 
wages  should  be  protected  here  to  any  greater 
amount.  Further,  he  had  got  the  feeling  that 
this  class  of  legislation  had  gone  far  enough. 
He  felt  that  they  were  overwhelmed  with  the 
unemployed  who  were  appealing  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  employment.  What  was  really  the 
cause  of  the  "  unemployed"  difficulty  was  that 
people  had  become  timid  in  regard  to  spending 
their  money  wherever  labour  was  to  be  em- 
ployed. Let  them  halt  a  little,  and  see  if  it  was 
not  possible  to  allow  people  to  recover  from  the 
effects  of  the  timidity  he  had  referred  to.  For 
several  years  they  had  been  going  downhill 
with  the  low  price  of  produce ;  the  poor  were 
getting  poorer,  and  the  rich  were  also  getting 
poorer.  It  was  not  a  case  of  one  class  getting 
poorer  and  the  other  richer — they  were  all  get- 
ting poor;  while  at  the  same  time  the  people 
were  being  taught  that  they  must  have  so  much 
wages.  No  one,  however,  urged  the  people  to 
think  where  the  money  to  pay  the  wages  was 
to  come  from ;  and,  after  the  runholder  or  the 
farmer  got  into  the  Insolvent  Court,  how  could 
they  employ  any  more  labour?  The  farmer 
worked  from  daylight  to  dark,  slaving  the 
whole  day  and  part  of  the  night,  and  lately  he 
had  not  made  money  enough  to  pay  for  his 
clothes.  The  great  ory  was  to  put  the  people  on 
the  land.  It  was,  no  doubt,  a  good  and  proper 
thing  to  put  people  on  the  land,  but  it  meant 
simply  that  the  people  who  went  on  the  land 
were  made  slaves  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  town 
people.  Because  the  men  who  went  on  the  land 
were  the  men  who  wished  to  be  independent 
of  the  Government — they  were  men  who  would 
not  go  and  seek  employment  amongst  the  un- 
employed. They  had  too  much  spirit  for  that. 
The  spirit  was  not  yet  knocked  out  of  the 
labourer.  They  were,  many  of  them,  high- 
spirited  men,  and  because  they  were  men  of 
spirit  they  would  go  on  the  land  and  slave  from 
morning  till  night  rather  than  take  what  the 
public  subscribed  for  them.  No  doubt  many 
men  with  families  were  compelled  to  take  such 
work,  although  most  distasteful  to  them  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  many  men,  so  long  as  they 
could  get  anything  to  do  in  town,  had  no  love 
for  country  work.  There  was  one  good  thing 
gained  by  getting  the  people  on  the  land :  they 
would  not  starve  there.  They  could  grow  quite 
enough  to  find  themselves  in  food.  Ho  appealed 
to  the  Council  to  throw  the  Bill  out,  and  to 
put  a  stop  to  such  legislation  for  a  while.  Let 
them  make  a  halt,  and  see  what  the  effect  of 
the  other  Bills  would  be.  They  had  planted 
Bills  on  the  statute-book  and  the  Bills  had 
done  no  good.  In  fact,  things  were  getting 
worse. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  said  it  was  very  de- 
lightful to  listen  to  the  lecture  they  had  just 
had  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  with  reference 
to  the  working-men.  Generally  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  more  generous.  He  (Mr.  Kelly) 
was  not  a  workman's  advocate,  but  he  had 
very  great  sympathy  with  the  workmen.  The 
working-men  did  all  the  hard  and  dangerous 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean 


work  in  the  colony,  and  therefore  they  had  hi* 
sympathy.  The  other  day  they  did  a  great  deal 
for  the  commercial  classes ;  he  referred  to  the 
commercial  and  moneyed  classes,  who  would 
have  suffered  if  Parliament  had  not  restored 
the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  What 
did  they  do  for  them?  They  came  to  the 
rescue  with  three  millions  of  the  national 
money.  Surely,  if  they  could  do  that  for  the 
better  class  of  society, — to  the  tune  of  two  or 
three  millions, — they  could  make  some  small 
concession  to  the  wage-earners.  In  Scotland, 
according  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  they  gave 
a  working-man's  family  £1  a  week,  free  from 
attachment,  to  live  upon— that  amount  of  his 
wages  could  not  be  attached ;  and  in  this  colony, 
where  the  price  of  everything  was  higher,  they 
said  the  limit  should  be  £2.  The  intention  was 
to  conserve  to  the  workman  a  certain  amount 
of  wages  that  could  not  be  attached  before  it 
came  into  his  possession.  He  did  not  see  why 
a  certain  sum  of  a  workman's  wages  should 
not  be  made  unattachable  for  the  sake  of  his 
wife  and  family. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGBEGOR  said  that  one 
would  have  thought,  after  listening  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean,  that  some  very  vital  principle 
was  at  stake  in  the  Bill.  That  was  not  the 
case,  and  there  was  no  new  principle  involved 
in  the  measure.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  was 
admitted  in  England  as  far  back  as  1870,  and 
in  Scotland  in  the  same  year,  when  Acts  were 
passed  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  for  the  pro- 
tection of  wages  up  to  a  particular  amount* 
In  New  Zealand  the  law  was  practically  the 
same  until  1893,  although  not  by  virtue  of  any 
statute.  Until  1893,  when  the  Magistrates* 
Courts  Act  was  passed,  there  was  no  provision 
for  the  attachment  of  small  sums  of  wages, 
because,  although  wages  might  be  attached  by 
order  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  was  not,  in  point 
of  fact,  ever  done  because  of  the  cumbersome- 
ness  of  the  remedy  and  of  the  expense  involved. 
The  consequence  was  that  until  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  1893  there  was  no  such  thing  in 
New  Zealand  as  attachment  of  wages.  He  had 
never  heard  in  his  experience  of  the  attach- 
ment of  a  workman's  wages  for  debt,  and  it 
was  never  intended  by  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  1893  that  there  should  be  any  change  in 
the  law  in  that  direction.  He  knew  from  his 
own  experience  that  that  Act  had  been  very 
much  abused,  especially  in  this  direotion  :  that 
orders  had  been  made  by  Magistrates,  as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  had  mentioned,  not  only 
for  the  attachment  of  wages  that  had  acorned* 
but  for  wages  that  had  not  been  earned ;  the 
consequence  being  that  a  workman,  where  the 
attachment  had  been  for  an  old  debt,  said, 
"  This  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  pay  my 
way.  I  cannot  pay  my  butcher,  grocer,  ok 
baker ;  therefore  I  shall  not  work  at  all."" 
In  regard  to  what  the  Hoik  Dr.  Pollen  had 
stated  to  the  effect  that  the  Bill  would  pre- 
vent a  workman  from  obtaining  oredit  from 
a  butcher,  baker,  or  grocer,  no  such  result 
could  be  anticipated.  The  passing  of  this  Bilt 
would  operate  in  precisely  the  opposite  direc- 
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tion,  because  the  effect  would  be,  if  the  law 
were  left  as  at  present,  that  the  butcher  would 
be  able  to  attach  the  whole  of  the  wages  and 
the  baker  would  have  nothing  to  take.  That 
was  the  position,  and  there  was  really  no  reason 
to  fear  any  such  serious  effects  as  were  prognos- 
ticated. He  hoped  the  Council  would  pass  the 
Bill.  As  amended  by  the  Committee  it  was  a 
vexy  harmless  affair  indeed,  and  he  much  pre- 
ferred it  in  its  original  form,  as  it  went  in  the 
direction  of  protecting  the  wages  of  the  work- 
man from  attachment.  As  the  Bill  stood,  he 
did  not  think  there  ought  to  be  any  objection 
to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  committed." 


Ayes,  18. 

Acland 

Jenkinson 

Pharazyn 

Baillie 

Jennings 

Rigg 

Baraicoat 

Johnston 

Scotland 

Bolt 

Kelly 

Stewart 

Buckley 

MacGregor 

Swanson 

Feldwick 

Ormond 
Noes,  7. 

Walker,  W.  C. 

Bonar 

Reynolds 

Shrimski] 

McLean 

Richardson 

Williams 

Pollen 

Majority  for, 

11. 

Bill  committed. 

Progress  reported. 

The  Council  adjourned  at 

ten  minutes  past 

four  o'clock 

p.m. 
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Mr.  Speaker  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock  p.m. 


Pbaybes. 


FIRST  READING. 


Stock  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Poisons  Importation  and  Carriage  Bill. 

TREATY  WITH  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Government, 
When  they  propose  to  lay  before  this  House 
the  correspondence  with  the  South  Australian 


Government  re  the  proposed  treaty  with  this 
colony  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  he  was  unable  to  say  what 
correspondence  had  taken  place.  There  might, 
of  course,  be  correspondence  of  a  confidential 
character,  and  he  presumed  the  honourable 
gentleman  meant  all  the  correspondence  with 
the  South  Australian  Government.  However, 
he  supposed  all  the  information  would  be  given 
to  the  House  when  they  were  discussing  the 
question  of  the  treaty,  as  they  proposed  to  do 
later  on. 

OLD  SOLDIERS'  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  it  is  intended  to  amend  the  law  so  as  to  deal 
with  the  unsatisfied  claims  of  the  old  soldiers 
whose  names  were  included  in  the  return  laid 
before  Parliament  last  session  ? 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  the  Government 
were  not  desirous  of  moving  in  this  matter. 
It  would  be  just  as  well  for  honourable  mem* 
bers  to  know  that  they  had  at  the  present  time 
claimants  to  the  number  of  1,950,  and,  out  of 
that  number,  they  were  told  928  had  no  olaim 
at  all — that  was,  nearly  one- half— even  though 
the  remainder  were  found  to  have  good  claims. 
The  cost  to  the  colony  would  be  £26,000  or 
thereabout.  It  must  be  remembered  that  a 
large  number  of  the  claimants  were  not  old 
soldiers  at  all ;  some  of  them  were  Volunteers 
who  had  not  shed  their  blood  for  the  colony  or 
done  anything  of  that  sort.  This  was  a  qucs* 
tion  that  required  careful  consideration  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  before  they  introduced 
legislation  to  enable  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge 
to  be  inserted  in  this  matter. 

LEVIN  STATE  FARM. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Labour, 
If  he  will  consider  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  in  the  interests  of  the  State  farm  at 
Levin,  and  those  employed  on  it,  to  graze  dairy 
cows  instead  of  bullocks  on  the  farm,  so  that 
the  experiment  might  be  tried  of  leasing  the 
cows  to  the  employes,  enabling  them  to  boII 
the  milk  to  the  dairy  factory  in  the  Levin 
Township?  It  struck  him  that  if  those  em- 
ployed on  the  State  farm  at  Levin  were  enabled 
to  graze  dairy  cows  instead  of  bullocks  on  the 
farm  it  would  be  more  profitable  to  the  State 
and  to  the  farmers  themselves,  and  he  hoped 
the  Minister  would  favourably  consider  the 
matter. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  department  had 
bought  these  bullocks  by  transfer  from  the 
Stock  Department's  Experimental  Farm  at 
Momohaki,  whioh  was  short  of  grass.  They 
hoped  to  make  a  profit  on  them  in  three  or 
four  months  from  then.  He  was  in  favour  of 
trying  the  experiment  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman. 

AMBULANCE  LECTURES  FOR  SCHOOL* 
TEACHERS. 
Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, If  he  will  recommend  the  various  Edu- 
cation Boards  in  the  colony  that  they  should 
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arrange  for  ambulance  lectures,  so  that  school- 
teachers could  attend  them  and  pass  examina- 
tions in  the  subject,  and  be  able  to  instruct 
school-children  in  the  "first  aid  to  the  sick 
and  wounded"? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  they  were  proposing  to 
ask  the  department  to  extend  the  system,  so  as 
to  enable  teachers  to  hold  ambulance  classes 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  university  and 
training  classes. 

ANTHRAX. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  If  he  will  instruct  the  Stock  De- 
partment to  prepare  a  leaflet  dealing  with 
anthrax  in  sheep  and  cattle,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  circulated  to  agricultural  and  pas- 
toral societies  and  stock-owners  throughout  the 
colony. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  information  was 
contained  in  the  leaflet  he  had  laid  on  the  table 
that  day,  and  that  leaflet  would  be  circulated 
to  the  farmers  throughout  the  colony  without 
delay. 

EXAMINERS  OP  MASTERS  AND  MATES. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
Whether,  in  future,  when  appointing  Exa- 
miners of  Masters  and  Mates,  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  appointing  persons  not  more 
than  forty-five  years  of  age  who  hold  extra 
masters'  certificates,  or,  in  the  case  of  Super- 
vising Examiners,  who  have  passed  the  exa- 
mination in  the  compass-deviation  syllabus,  if 
'they  do  not  hold  certificates  of  a  higher  grade 
than  ordinary  master  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  when  advertising  for 
applications  for  Chief  Examiner  of  Masters 
and  Mates  it  was  stipulated  that  candidates 
should  possess  an  extra  master's  certificate. 
As  regarded  age,  he  thought  it  would  be  wise 
to  limit  it  to  forty-five  years  when  Examiners 
were  appointed  in  future.  As  to  Supervising 
Examiners,  he  agreed  that  the  qualifications 
suggested  in  the  question  should  be  insisted 
upon.  He  was  not  sure  whether  the  limit  of 
forty-five  years  of  age  was  intended  to  be  ap- 
plicable to  Supervising  Examiners,  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  wise  to  make  it  so. 

MASTERS  OF  COASTING  SAILING- 
VESSELS. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
Whether  the  Government  will  promote  legisla- 
tion to  provide  that  persons  obtaining  masters' 
-certificates  of  service  under  section  34  of  ••  The 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Act  Amendment  Act, 
1894,"  shall  only  be  allowed  to  command  coast- 
ing sailing-vessels  not  carrying  passengers  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  would  have  been  a 
wise  provision  to  insert  in  the  Act  of  last  year, 
and  he  agreed  that  an  amendment  now  was 
desirable.  He  was  in  doubt  whether  it  should 
be  made  retrospective — that  was,  applicable  to 
certificates  which  had  already  been  issued.  At 
the  same  time,  it  appeared  to  him  that  if  a 
master  possessing  a  certificate  of  service  was 
desirous  of  obtaining  command  of  a  passenger- 
carrying  coastal  vessel  it  would  be  no  great 
Mr.  Wilson 


hardship  to  insist  that  he  should  be  examined 
for  and  obtain  a  home -trade  master's  certifi- 
cate. 

PUBLIC-SCHOOL  TEACHERS'  COURT  OP 
APPEAL  BILL.    « 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, On  what  date  he  proposes  to  take  the 
second  reading  of  the  Public-school  Teachers' 
Court  of  Appeal  Bill  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  hoped  to  do  so  very  shortly. 

DILWORTH  BEQUEST. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will — as  was  done  in  the  case 
of  the  late  Mr.  Costley's  bequest — take  steps 
to  relieve  the  Dil worth  bequest,  for  housing, 
training,  and  educating  orphan  and  destitute 
children,  from  the  duty  of  nearly  £13,000 
claimed  by  the  Stamp  Department/  in  order 
that  the  trustees  may  not  be  foroed  to  ^  mort- 
gage of  the  property  to  meet  this  demand,  and 
thereby  be  delayed  for  some  years  in  carrying 
out  the  charitable  intentions  of  the  late  James 
Dilworth  for  rescuing  poor  and  orphan  child- 
ren from  a  life  of  poverty  and  misery  ?  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  interest  now  being  taken, 
especially  in  Auckland,  as  to  what  the  nature 
of  the  Minister's  reply  would  be.  Without 
agreeing  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  will  to 
which  this  question  alluded,  he  might  say,  and 
he  believed  every  honourable  member  in  the 
House,  and  every  man  and  woman  in  the 
country  would  agree,  that  it  was  a  good  thing 
that  when  a  rich  man  died  he  should  leave  a 
large  portion  of  his  wealth  for  charitable  pur- 
poses. In  this  particular  case,  however,  as 
shown  by  the  question,  the  trustees  had  a  very 
earnest  desire  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
will,  and  they  were  unable  to  do  so,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  heavy  duties  which  it  was  pro- 
bable the  Government  would  attempt  to  im- 
pose. It  was  not  a  question  of  whether  it  was 
right  or  wrong ;  but  what  the  trustees  wanted 
to  know  was,  whether  they  were  to  mortgage 
the  property,  which  they  would  have  to  do  if 
Government  imposed  this  heavy  penalty  for 
taxes.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  give  a 
reply,  to  in  some  way  enable  the  trustees  to 
oarry  out  the  provisions  of  the  will  referred  to 
in  this  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  matter  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps 
and  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  There  was  another 
side  to  the  question,  however,  in  respect  of  these 
bequests.  In  this  oase  a  certain  local  body  was 
particularly  interested,  and  the  question  natu- 
rally arose  whether  or  not  in  a  oase  of  this  kind 
they  should  alter  the  law  to  suit  it,  and  thus 
allow  the  revenue  that  should  be  derived  by  the 
State  to  be  given  away.  He  did  not  think  him- 
self it  should  be  so.  The  laws  should  be  made 
applicable  to  all.  He  was  very  muoh  pleased 
to  find  that  they  had,  in  the  District  of  Auck- 
land more  especially,  men  who  when  they  died 
left  some  provision  for  the  well-being  of  their 
fellow-colonists  hereafter;  but  he  did  not  think 
the  law  should  be  altered  in  one  particular 
oase. 
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Mr.  LAWRY  asked  if  the  Government  would 
agree  to  submit  the  matter  to  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  decision,  as  the  matter  was 
in  suspense  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  see  any  necessity  for 
submitting  it  to  a  Supreme  Court  Judge.  As  he 
had  said,  the  matter  was  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Stamp  Department  and  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  In  the  meantime,  of  course,  the 
trustees  were  holding  the  money,  so  that  he 
did  not  see  that  the  trust  was  suffering  in  any 
way  through  the  little  delay  that  had  taken 
place.  However,  he  hoped  the  matter  would 
be  attended  to  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

MANAWAIKAITOI  BLOCK. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Will  he  make  a  special  effort  to  purchase  the 
Manawaikaitoi  Native  Block,  near  Matamau, 
Hawke's  Bay?  He  was  impelled  to  ask  this 
question  by  the  constant  application?  in  his 
district  for  land  for  settlement.  Every  day 
inquiries  were  made  to  him  as  to  what  lands 
were  likely  to  be  open  for  slection,  and  he  had 
already  before  brought  the  question  before  the 
Minister.  He  believed  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  made  every  effort  to  buy  certain  blocks  in 
the  district  for  settlement,  but  the  block  in 
question  was  within  measurable  distance  of 
settlement,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister  would 
make  a  special  effort  to  purchase  the  remain- 
ing shares. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  delay  in  this 
matter  was  entirely  due  to  the  question  of  the 
price  of  the  land  not  being  settled.  As  honour- 
able members  must  know,  the  Surveyor- 
General  fixed  the  prices  of  the  blocks  of  Native 
lands  to  be  purohased,  and  no  buyer  of  Native 
land  could  go  above  that  price.  In  this  case 
the  Natives  refused  to  sell  at  the  price  fixed  by 
the  officer  appointed  by  law.  That  was  the 
sole  cause  of  delay.  However,  a  thoroughly 
efficient  officer  would  be  at  once  despatched  to 
this  district  to  make  another  attempt. 

MARLBOROUGH  FISHERIES. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
%ill  obtain  a  report  of  the  Marlborough  fisheries 
in  the  Sounds  and  along  the  coast,  as  from 
reliable  information  it  is  apparent  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  conserve  some  of  the  valu- 
able fish  which  are  rapidly  becoming  extinct  ? 
Some  years  ago  Pelorus  and  Queen  Charlotte 
Sounds  were  perhaps  the  best  fishing- grounds 
about  these  coasts,  but  owing  to  indiscriminate 
fishing  he  might  say  that  fish  of  valuable  kinds 
were  gradually  disappearing.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  a  number  of  people  living  in  that 
'district  that  something  might  be  done  to  con- 
serve the  fish,  and  that  that  oould  be  done 
without  much  expense.  He  understood  that 
the  Crown  Lands  Ranger  took  a  great  interest 
in  piscatorial  matters,  and  would  be  able  to 
furnish  suoh  a  report  as  might  assist  the  Go- 
vernment in  preparing  legislation,  if  needed,  or 
In  framing  regulations  dealing  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  not  aware  of  the  reliable- 
ness of  the  information  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  it  was  difficult, 


therefore,  for  him  to  give  any  opinion  on  the 
question.  Assuming  that  matters  were  as 
stated,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  facts  pointed 
to  the  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  a 
general  inspector  of  fisheries,  who  would  advise 
on  all  matters  relating  to  fisheries;  but  the 
person  appointed  should  have  scientific  attain- 
ments as  well  as  practical  knowledge.  At  the 
same  time,  if  an  appointment  of  this  kind  was 
made,  expenditure  "of  at  least  £1,000  a  year 
would  be  required.  In  the  meantime  possibly 
Sir  James  Hector  might  be  asked  to  make  a 
report  dealing  specially  with  the  fisheries  in 
the  Sounds.  There  was  no  doubt  our  fish  were 
a  very  valuable  asset,  and  we  should  take  care 
to  preserve  them.  He  would  be  only  too  glad 
to  receive  from  the  honourable  member  in- 
formation on  this  subject,  and  he  would  then 
do  the  best  he  could  in  the  direction  indicated 
in  the  question. 

ANTHRAX. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture, Whether  he  will  cause  information  to 
be  procured  and  circulated  throughout  the 
country  districts  showing  the  danger  of  com- 
munication of  anthrax  to  persons  brought  in 
contact  with  infected  matter ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  cause  a  copy  of  such  information  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  laid  a  paper 
containing  such  information  on  the  table  that 
day,  and  it  would  be  circulated  at  once. 

L.  HARPER. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether,  before  taking  proceedings  against 
Leonard  Harper,  the  department  received  any 
communication  from  those  alleged  to  have  been 
defrauded,  or  from  their  solicitors,  requesting 
that  the  criminal  law  be  set  in  motion  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  answer  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  question  was,  Yes,  they  had. 

KAUIKA  AND  OTHERS. 

SirR.  STOUT  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
What  arrangements  have  been  or  will  be  made 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  of  last  session  on  the  petition 
of  Kauika  and  others?  This  was  a  petition 
which  came  before  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee last  session,  and  that  Committee  recom- 
mended that  compensation  should  be  paid  to 
them.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll  agreed  with  the 
report.  This  year,  however,  another  petition 
had  come  from  these  Natives,  and  a  similar 
recommendation  had  been  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee— namely,  that  the  Government  should 
do  something  for  these  petitioners.  He  now 
asked  whether  anything  had  been  done  to  carry 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  two  Committees. 
He  did  not  wonder  at  Natives  feeling  aggrieved 
when  their  petitions  came  before  the  House 
and  were  favourably  reported  on,  yet  no  regard 
whatever  was  paid  to  such  reports. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government,  having 
considered  the  report,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  giving  compensa- 
tion.    Kauika  had  petitioned  again  this  see- 
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■ion,  and  the  Committee  recommended  that  the 
petition  be  referred  to  the  Government!  with  a 
recommendation  that  the  report  of  last  session 
be  given  effect  to.  The  report  of  last  session 
said, — 

"The  petitioners'  case  is  a  hard  one,  and 
the  Oommittee  would  urge  the  Government 
to  favourably  consider  the  petition,  and  that 
some  moderate  amount  should  be  voted  for 
them.  The  Committee  might  add  that  no 
charge  of  any  kind  could  be  made  against 
Mr.  Gill,  who  carried  out  his  duties  in  a  proper 
manner." 

The  foundation  of  this  matter  was  this: 
These  Maoris  very  many  years  ago  sold  some 
laud  to  the  Government.  The  Government 
sent  up  an  officer  with  the  money  to  pay 
them.  The  officer  gave  them  a  cheque — he 
thought,  for  about  £5,000 — and  took  their  re- 
ceipt in  proper  form.  Everything  was  properly 
attested.  These  Maoris  then  gave  the  cheque 
to  a  Mr.  Williams,  and  Williams  placed  the 
money  to  his  own  account.  Mr.  Williams  at 
the  time  was  in  no  way  in  the  service  of  the 
colony.  At  that  time  he  was  trusted  by  those 
Natives. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  was  certainly  raising  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  the  Natives  were  dissatisfied  because 
they  petitioned  from  time  to  time  and  got  no 
relief.  He  was  giving  reasons  why  in  this  case 
they  should  not  get  relief.  In  respect  to  this 
matter,  the  Natives  had  no  claim  against  the 
colony  —  absolutely  none.  He  did  not  see 
why,  under  the  circumstances,  the  Government 
should  be  asked  to  take  the  taxpayers'  money 
to  give  to  them. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  Premier,  When 
he  will  have  the  Native  Land  Court  Amend- 
ment Bill  printed  and  circulated  ?  He  would 
suggest  to  the  Premier  that  it  would  facilitate 
matters  if  this  Bill  were  printed,  read  a  second 
time  pro  forma,  and  then  sent  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  ordered  the 
printing  that  day,  and  he  hoped  to  have  the 
Bill  in  the  hands  of  honourable  members  next 
day. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Seeing  that  the  complete  Public  Accounts  are 
ready,  but  cannot  at  present,  as  the  Premier 
states,  be  printed  because  of  the  press  of  busi- 
ness in  the  Printing  Office,  will  he  allow  mem- 
bers an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  aocounts 
in  manuscript,  or,  failing  that,  will  he  get  the 
aocounts  printed  in  some  private  printing-office, 
so  that  members  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
thoroughly  mastering  the  details  of  the  Public 
Accounts  of  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  it  would  be 
conducive  to  carrying  out  public  business  in  a 
proper  manner  if  members  were  to  have  access 
to  such  manuscripts — if  they  were  to  go  down 
to  the  public  offices  and  overhaul  them.  There- 
fore he  must  ask  the  honourable  member  to  fol- 
Mr.  Seddon 


low  the  course  which  had  been  always  adopted 
in  previous  years. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  about  printing  in  a 
private  office  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  document  could  well 
afford  to  wait.  It  had  done  so  for  very  many 
years,  and  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  be 
treated  exceptionally  this  year,  and  he  did  not 
see  why  they  should  take  the  work  from  their 
own  Printing  Department  to  give  it  to  an  out- 
side office. 

CADETS  IN  CIVIL  SERVICE. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Premier,— (1.)  Wh* 
is  responsible  for  the  preparation  of  the  return 
regarding  cadets  laid  on  the  table  on  the  6th 
September  ?  (2.)  Can  he  explain  how  a  candidate. 
No.  70  in  the  Civil  Service  Examination  List  in 
1892,  received  an  appointment  before  others 
higher  in  the  list  were  offered  or  reoeived  cadet- 
ships,  and  how  this  appointment  was  omitted 
from  the  said  return  ?  In  the  Gazette  of  1892 
he  found  that  three  candidates,  numbered  70, 
were  bracketed  together.  He  would  like  to> 
know  why  No.  70  was  appointed  before  others 
higher  in  the  list. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  original  returns* 
supplied  by  each  department,  were  laid  on  the 
table,  together  with  a  summary  and  list  which 
were  prepared  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Office* 
No.  70  on  the  Junior  Civil  Service  Examination 
List  of  1892  was  John  William  MacDuff,  of 
Wanganui.  He  had  been  temporarily  employed 
in  the  Customs  Department  since  1893,  as  shown 
in  the  return.  The  honourable  member  shook 
his  head.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything 
further,  but  he  might  say,  if  the  honourable 
member  pressed  this  question,  that  he  would  bo 
compelled  to  state  to  him  and  the  House  that 
it  was  ordered,  and  that  the  one  who  ordered  it 
was  not  here  to  give  his  reasons. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Pardon  me  :  that  is  not  the 
name  I  refer  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  mentioned  No.  70. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  stated  there  were 
three  bracketed  together  under  70. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  No.  70  was  a  cadet  on 
trial,  named  MacDuff. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  are  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  at  all  wrong. 
The  information  had  been  supplied  by  the 
department,  and  he  had  looked  up  the  Gazette 
himself,  and  he  was  positive  the  name  was 
MacDuff,  and  that  he  was  the  only  one  of  the 
three  appointed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  quite  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  wrong.  He 
knew  what  he  was  saying. 

UNEMPLOYED. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  the  Government  will  submit  to  the 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  for  its  con- 
sideration and  report,  the  following  scheme  for 
rendering  assistance  to,  and  finding  employ- 
ment for,  a  large  number  of  the  unemployed 
workers  in  the  colony :   (1)  That  the  several 
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goldfields  in  the  colony  be  divided  into  districts ; 
(2)  that  in  each  district  unemployed  workmen 
should  be  employed  in  constructing  water- 
races  and  reservoirs,  and  in  working  auriferous 
ground,  all  such  work  to  be  undertaken  and 
carried  out  under  the  direction  and  control  of 
mining  inspectors  of  practical  experience ;  (8) 
that  such  wages  be  paid  to  the  workmen  em- 
ployed as  will  amount  to  a  reasonable  and 
fair  rate  of  remuneration  for  the  work  done ; 
(4)  that  all  gold  obtained  from  such  work  shall 
become  the  property  of  the  Crown;  (5)  that 
at  least  £50,000  per  annum  be  expended  as 
wages,  provided  that  work  to  that  amount  is 
performed  by  the  workmen  employed;  (6) 
that  the  rental  of  10s.  per  acre  per  annum 
oharged  to  miners  for  valleys,  hill- tops,  gullies, 
and  creeks  be  reduced  to  the  same  rate  per 
annum  as  that  charged  to  settlers  for  Crown 
lands  let  to  them  ?  He  had  waited  for  a  con- 
siderable time  for  the  Minister  of  Mines  to 
bring  forward  in  that  House  some  scheme 
that  would  show  that  the  Government  took 
.  an  interest  in  the  mining  industry,  and,  as  the 
session  was  about  closing,  he  thought  it  was 
time  to  ask  this  question.  He  hoped  the 
Minister  would  give  a  favourable  reply  to  it,  so 
that  the  Committee  might  have  some  scheme 
or  policy  submitted  to  it  for  the  development 
of  the  goldfields  in  the  direction  indicated  in 
the  question. 

Mr.  C  A  DM  AN  was  very  glad  to  hear  that 
the  session  was  drawing  to  a  close.  He  could 
only  say  that  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  Government  to  bring  such  a  scheme 
before  the  Committee.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber was  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  it 
was  quite  competent  for  him  at  any  time  to 
bring  forward  this  question  for  consideration. 
He  had  indicated  some  time  ago  that  he  would 
be  only  too  glad  if  members  of  the  Goldfields 
Committee  would  deal  with  questions  of  this 
sort,  and  let  other  members  have  some  in- 
formation on  these  questions.  With  respect  to 
the  part  of  the  question  dealing  with  water- 
races,  he  could  only  say  this :  that,  so  far  as 
he  could  see,  if  the  Government  was  to  be  ex- 
pected to  construct  all  water-races — to  bear 
the  total  cost — the  applications  would  be  so 
numerous  that  a  further  loan  would  be  re- 
quired. He  thought  the  present  system,  which 
provided  that  those  interested  should  show 
their  bona  fides  by  bearing  part  of  the  cost,  was 
better  than  that.  However,  he  would  be  glad 
if  this  matter  were  brought  before  the  Gold- 
fields  Committee,  and  ho  thought  that  Com- 
mittee might  deal  not  only  with  this  but  also 
with  other  questions. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  misunderstood  the  question.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  this  matter  oould 
be  brought  before  the  Committee  by  him  (Mr. 
Guinness),  or  by  any  other  member  of  the 
Committee.  He  might  point  out,  however, 
that  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee  had 
ruled  that  the  order  of  reference  prevented 
any  such  scheme  or  proposal  from  being  dis- 
cussed by  the  Committee.  What  he  desired 
to  know  was,  whether  a  member  of  the  Govern- 


ment would  move  to  give  the  Committee  power 
to  deal  with  questions  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  CADMAN  was  not  aware  that  such  a 
ruling  had  been  given.  He  would  consider  and 
deal  with  this  question  later  on. 

EA8T  CAPE  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
If  it  is  contemplated  to  erect  a  lighthouse  at 
East  Cape  ?    If  not,  why  not  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  ereotion  of  light- 
houses at  Cape  Palliser  and  Cape  Kidnappers 
was  now  being  proceeded  with.  Mr.  Houston 
was  urging  the  claims  of  North  Cape  and  Cape- 
Brett,  and  Mr.  R.  McKenzie  those  of  Rocks 
Point,  between  Westport  and  Farewell  Spit. 
The  Nautical  Adviser,  Captain  Allman,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  next  lighthouse  to  be  erected 
should  be  one  on  the  East  Cape.  He  thought, 
however,  that  those  which  were  now  being 
erected  at  Cape  Palliser  and  Cape  Kidnappers 
were  as  many  as  oould  be  proceeded  with  for 
the  next  two  years. 

BOYS  ENTERING  MARINE  SERVICE. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
What  opportunities  are  afforded  to  good- con- 
duct boys  of  the  industrial  schools  to  enter 
the  mercantile  or  other  marine  services  of  the 
colony  ?  Will  the  Minister  arrange  for  the  use 
and  occupation  of  the  Lyttelton  Orphanage 
buildings  oy  good-conduct  youths  of  Burnham 
and  other  kindred  schools  who  may  be  desirous 
of  becoming  seamen  ?  And  will  the  Minister 
consider  the  advisability  of  procuring  a  suit- 
able sailing-vessel  for  making  periodical  visits 
to  the  various  islands  and  distant  stations  of 
the  colony,  on  which  vessel  such  youths  maybe 
alternately  trained  to  the  profession  of  the  sea  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  received  the 
following  memorandum  from  the  Nautical 
Adviser,  Captain  Allman : — 

"  Concerning  a  training-school  and  a  training- 
ship  for  boys  wishing  to  enter  the  mercantile 
marine  service  of  the  colony,  I  wish  to  remark 
there  is  very  little  opening  in  the  mercantile 
marine  service  of  New  Zealand  for  boys,  as 
the  Shipping  and  Seamen's  Act  of  last  ses- 
sion only  allows  certificated  able  seamen  and 
ordinary  seamen  to  man  our  local  ships.  If 
boys  are  employed  on  board  ship  it  is  at  the 
owners'  or  master's  option,  and  it  is  not  likely 
that  shipowners  or  masters  will  incur  any 
more  expense  in  manning  their  ships  than  the 
law  compels  them  to ;  consequently  our  local 
ships  do  not  carry  boys.  Therefore  I  do  not  see 
any  necessity  for  schools  on  shore  or  training- 
ships  to  educate  boys  to  become  sailors,  when 
there  is  no  possibility  of  their  obtaining  em- 
ployment in  the  colony.  If  arrangements  oould 
be  made  with  the  Imperial  Government  to  take 
thirty  or  forty  of  these  lads  annually  from  this 
proposed  training-school  or  ship  for  service  in 
the  Royal  navy,  the  affair  is  workable ;  not 
otherwise." 

He  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  use- 
less expenditure,  and  an  expensive  experiment 
besides,  to  have  training-ships.  It  had  been 
tried  in  Victoria,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
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saying,  from  his  experience  when  there,  that 
the  experiment  was  a  failure.  And  so  it  would 
•be  in  this  colony. 

LATE  CONSTABLE  LEAHY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McGUIRE,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  all 
letters  and  telegrams  that  passed  between  the 
late  Constable  Leahy  and  his  superior  officer 
with  respect  to  his  application  for  sick-leave. 

YOUTHS  APPOINTED  TO  CIVIL 
SERVICE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL,  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  number  of  youths 
appointed  to  each  department  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice during  the  last  seven  years,  and  the  num- 
ber in  each  year  of  those  appointed  who  resided 
in  the  City  of  Wellington. 

PALMERSTON  NORTH  CIVIL  AND 
CRIMINAL  CASES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PIRANI,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
showing  the  number  of  civil  and  criminal  cases 
respectively  sent  for  trial  at  the  Supreme  Court 
at  Wanganui  and  Wellington  from  the  Pal- 
merston  North  district  during  the  years  1892, 
1893,  and  1894. 

PRIMARY -EDUCATION  ENDOWMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  McKENZIE,  it  was 
resolved,  That  this  House  approves  of  the  lands 
proposed  to  be  reserved  as  endowments  for  pri- 
mary education  (as  set  forth  in  Paper  No.  173, 
laid  upon  the  table  on  the  6th  September,  1895) 
being  permanently  set  aside  as  endowments  for 
primary  education. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Sir  R.  STOUT  was  sorry  to  have  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  but  he  would  only 
take  up  two  or  three  minutes  to  explain  what 
had  been  said  by  the  Premier  about  this  ques- 
tion of  cadets.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
he  had  read  the  Gazette.  It  was  only  charitable 
to  assume  that  he  had  not  read  the  Gazette,  or 
be  would  not  have  given  the  answer  he  did  to 
the  question.  If  honourable  members  would 
refer  to  Gazette  No.  18,  page  405,  they  would 
see  opposite  the  number  70  three  names,  and 
that  the  second  one  of  these  three  obtained 
an  appointment  in  1892,  whilst  the  first  had 
never  obtained  an  appointment,  but  was  put  in 
as  a  temporary  clerk.  That  was  the  name  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to.  Not  only 
•did  this  middle  one  obtain  an  appointment  as 
a  permanent  cadet,  but  he  did  so  before  the 
others  higher  than  he  was  on  the  list  got 
any  appointment,  and  he  was  given  prece- 
dence over  something  like  thirty  or  forty 
others.  That  was  quite  illegal  and  improper. 
He  had  given  honourable  members  Gazette 
No.  18,  page  405.  There  they  would  see  that 
other  appointments  had  been  made:  page  1466, 
another;  page  1663,  a  lad  who  stood  twenty- 
sixth  on  the  list  did  not  get  his  appointment 
until  three  months  after  70  got  his ;  and  there 
Mr.  Seddon 


were  othors  between  66  and  70  who  had  not 
got  any  appointments  at  all.  Therefore  the 
law  had  been  disobeyed.  This  wrong  appoint- 
ment had  been  omitted  from  the  return.  He 
regretted  that  the  Premier  did  not  consult 
that  Gazette  before  giving  the  reply  he  did. 
With  regard  to  the  other  case — to  Kauika's 
petition — the  Committee  did  not  recommend 
that  the  money  to  be  paid  should  be  repaid 
to  the  Government,  but  that  certain  expenses 
the  man  had  been  put  to  should  be  repaid 
to  him ;  and  it  was  proved  to  the  Committee 
that  the  Natives  did  not  know  that  Williams 
was  not  still  a  Government  officer.  That  re- 
port of  the  Committee  was  concurred  in  by  the 
gentleman  representing  the  Government  who 
was  present  at  the  Committee  meeting.  There- 
fore it  was  an  extraordinary  thing  the  Native 
was  not  told  that  he  would  not  get  any  money. 
If  he  had  been  told  last  year  that  there  was 
no  chance  of  getting  any  money  he  would  not 
have  petitioned  again.  The  Natives  were  al- 
lowed to  petition  year  after  year,  and  then 
they  were  told  that  nothing  could  be  done  for 
them. 

Mr.  PIRANI  seconded  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment. He  would  like  to  nay  a  word  in 
reference  to  that  claim  of  Kauika's  referred  to 
by  the  Premier.  The  Premier  confused  the 
issues  altogether.  He  imagined  that  Kauika 
was  petitioning  for  some  part  of  that  £5,000 
cheque  paid  away — very  carelessly,  undoubtedly 
— by  the  Native  officer,  and  which  never  really 
reached  the  Natives  at  all.  There  was  no 
doubt  in  reference  to  that  case  that  the  Na- 
tives thought  they  were  handing  it  to  another 
Government  officer,  but  the  matter  in  reference 
to  Kauika's  petition  was  altogether  apart  from 
it.  A  little  over  a  year  ago  the  Government 
decided  to  inquire  into  the  bona  fides  of  an 
officer  they  were  employing.  A  number  of 
Natives,  who  had  made  the  charges  against 
that  officer,  went  to  great  expense  in  bringing 
forward  the  evidence,  and  completing  the  case 
against  him.  The  Judge  of  the  District  Court 
decided  that  that  charge  made  was  proved,  and 
the  result  was  that  the  officer  resigned  the  ser- 
vice. Now  Kauika  petitioned  that  the  expense, 
or  part  of  the  expense,  which  the  Natives  in- 
curred in  proving  to  the  Government  that  one 
of  their  own  officers  should  not  remain  in  the 
service  should  be  repaid  to  these  Natives.  He 
(Mr.  Pirani)  thought  it  was  a  very  fair  claim ; 
and  if  it  had  been  Europeans  instead  of  Na- 
tives who  had  proved  this  case  there  was  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  their  expenses  would 
have  been  paid.  It  was  a  very  small  matter 
indeed,  and  he  thought  the  Premier,  if  he 
looked  into  it  properly  and  considered  it  in  all 
its  bearings,  would  decide  that  it  was  only 
right  and  just  that  these  Natives  should  have 
their  expenses,  or  part  of  their  expenses,  re- 
funded. 

Mr.  SEDDON  must  say  that  he  had  read  very 
carefully  the  question  that  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout).  He  had  a  copy  of  the 
Gazette  here.  Under  No.  70  there  were  John 
William  MacDuff  only;   William  Robertson, 
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Palmerston  South ;  and  Edward  Fisher,  Dun- 
edin.  These  were  the  three  bracketed  to- 
gether. Well,  MacDuff  was  the  first  of  No.  70. 
Kach  department  was  asked  to  give  a  return 
of  those  appointed,  by  order  of  the  House. 
The  one  the  department  gave  was  that  of 
MacDuff,  and  they  had  stated  the  reason.  The 
honourable  member  was  entirely  wrong  in  the 
assumption  that  he  was  the  first  permanently 
employed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  was  not  the  point  at 
all.  The  point  was  that  MacDuff  was  appointed 
before  the  other  was  appointed  at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  departments  made 
the  inquiries,  and  gave  the  reply  in  the  nega- 
tive. He  was  surprised  himself  at  the  question, 
and  particularly  so  after  the  result  of  his  in- 
quiries, because  the  boy  MacDuff,  from  Wanga- 
nui,  was  simply  put  on  trial,  and  had  never  been 
at  all  permanently  appointed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Why  should  he  not  be  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  because,  as  the  honour- 
able member  well  knew,  the  Government  had 
been  very  oareful  indeed  to  keep  within  the 
four  corners  of  the  Civil  Service  Act.  Let  them 
look  at  the  returns.  There  were  only  eleven 
altogether  temporarily  appointed  in  the  four 
years.  If  the  Government  gave  them  perma- 
nent appointments,  and  made  them  Civil  ser- 
vants, it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  Act.  But 
if  he  wanted  an  office-boy  he  would  certainly 
make  the  appointment,  and  his  so  doing  would 
not  constitute  that  boy  a  cadet  or  entitle  him  to 
a  cadet's  salary.  That  would  be  straining  the 
law  in  a  direction  which  was  never  intended. 
They  had  been  told  there  had  been  grave  cor- 
ruption— an  impure  state  of  things— and  here 
was  the  result.  Never  was  there  a  Govern- 
ment since  the  Civil  Service  Act  was  passed — 
in  1885-8G— that  had  beon  so  careful  in  this 
respect  as  the  Administration  had  been  since 
1891.  He  bad  no  hesitation  whatever  in  saying 
that.  He  would  make  further  inquiries  with 
regard  to  the  second  of  the  No.  70  on  the  list. 
He  felt  satisfied  that  the  department  would 
not  desire  to  screen  anything.  There  was  the 
reputation  of  the  department  and  the  officers. 
Why  should  they  give  him  a  return  which  was 
incorrect  or  incomplete?  It  was  outside  the 
Government  altogether.  Each  department  was 
asked  to  furnish  a  list.  They  had  furnished  it, 
and  it  was  placed  on  the  table.  As  to  the  second 
case,  inquiry  was  made,  and  it  was  found  not  to 
be  permanent  employment.  There  were  some 
branches  of  the  Service — the  agricultural,  for 
instance— which  were  outside  the  Civil  Service 
Act  altogether.  If  it  was  an  appointment  in 
that  department,  then  there  would  be  no  ex- 
planation at  all  necessary.  However,  so  far 
as  the  Government  were  concerned,  they  had 
nothing  to  hide— nothing  to  regret.  The  order 
of  the  House  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary. Each  department  was  ordered  to  give 
the  names.  They  gave  the  names,  and  the 
return  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  Minister. 
It  appeared  to  him  it  was  a  case  of  a  great  deal 
to  do  about  nothing;  and,  if  they  could  not 
get  a  more  serious  charge  against  the  present 
Government,  he   simply  said   their  adminis- 


tration might  be  termed  as  pure  as  snow. 
Then  he  came  to  the  question  with  regard} 
to  these  Natives.  He  would  tell  honourable 
members  how  this  came  about.  Many  years- 
ago  the  Natives  sold  land  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  value  of  £5,000.  Mr.  Gill,  the 
then  Native  Land  Purchase  Officer,  went  to 
pay  this  money.  Prior  to  this,  Mr.  Williams,, 
who  was  an  interpreter,  and  in  the  confidence 
of  the  Natives,  having  very  large  dealings  with 
the  Natives, — who  was,  in  fact,  their  friend, 
— went  down  to  Waitotara,  where  the  pay* 
ments  were  made ;  and  after  the  purchase  was 
completed,  the  money  paid,  and  an  acquit* 
tance  given  to  the  Government  officer,  the 
chiefs  wanted  to  get  the  cheque  cashed,  so 
as  to  divide  the  moneys.  There  was  no  bank 
where  the  cheque  was  paid,  and  the  evidence 
showed  that  they  gave  it  to  Mr.  Williams  to  go 
to  Patea,  get  it  oashed,  and  come  back  the  next 
day.  He  failed  to  return  the  next  day,  and 
the  Natives  proceeded  to  ascertain  why  the 
money  was  not  forthcoming.  Mr.  Williams 
set  up  a  counter* claim  against  the  Natives,, 
which,  he  said,  they  were  owing  to  him ;  and 
nothing  was  done  for  years.  They  did  not 
take  any  action  against  him,  civilly  or  crimi- 
nally  

Mr.  PIRANL-— There  was  the  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  quite  true,  but 
this  took  place  some  time  after.  However,  so 
far  as  he  could  remember,  there  was  no  crimi- 
nal action  taken  against  him.  Some  time  after 
this  the  matter  came  before  the  House  by 
way  of  complaint,  and  it  was  referred  to  one 
of    the    Select    Committees,    and    this    Com- 

„  qa  mittee  acquitted  Mr.  Williams  en- 
'  '  tirely.  The  report  of  the  Committee 
entirely  acquitted  him  of  any  wrong-doing  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  So  it  stood  at 
that  for  many  years  again.  In  the  interim 
Mr.  Williams  was  appointed  by  the  Atkinson 
Government  as  a  licensed  interpreter.  In 
fact,  it  would  appear  as  though  there  had 
been  some  difficulty  in  making  the  appoint- 
ment; and  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  as  far 
as  ho  (Mr.  Seddon)  could  gather,  insisted  on 
the  appointment  being  made,  and  Mr.  Williams 
was  so  appointed.  Then,  later  on,  when  a  diffi- 
culty with  respect  to  the  West  Coast  Settle* 
ment  Reserves  under  that  Act  came  on,  Mr. 
Williams,  no  doubt,  rendered  valuable  services 
to  the  colony  as  regarded  settlement  of  those 
reserves,  and  great  service  to  his  (Mr.  Seddon's) 
late  chief,  Mr.  Ballance.  The  Government — at 
least,  the  Public  Trustee— appointed  him  then 
as  an  agent  for  that  part  of  the  Coast  in  con- 
nection with  the  West  Coast  Settlement  Re- 
serves Act,  and  they  took  it  for  granted  that, 
having  been  appointed  as  licensed  interpreter, 
and  having  been  acquitted  by  the  report  of 
the  Committee  from  the  charge  laid  against 
htm,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  Public 
Trustee  making  that  appointment.  Later  on 
Mr.  Taipua,  member  for  the  Western  Maori 
District,  brought  the  matter  up  in  the  House — 
three  sessions  ago,  he  thought— and  accused 
the  Public  Trustee  of  having  a  person  of  indif- 
ferent character  employed  in  this  position,  and. 
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reiterated  the  charges  made  previously.  He 
•(Mr.  Seddon)  promised  to  make  inquiry,  and 
that  there  should  be  the  fullest  investigation. 
A  Royal  Commission  was  consequently  ap- 
pointed, and,  on  the  report  of  that  Royal 
'Commission,  Mr.  Williams  was  retired  from 
his  position  as  agent  for  the  Publio  Trustee 
under  the  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Act. 
"Then  they  were  asked,  in  respect  of  this,  to 
-defray  the  expenses  of  the  Natives  in  proving 
their  charge.  They  declined  to  do  that  abso- 
lutely. The  whole  beginning  and  ending  of 
what  was  intended  by  this  was  that,  having 
laid  certain  charges  against  Mr.  Williams,  this 
was  to  be  made  a  stepping-stone  for  getting  the 
colony  to  pay  £5,000.  "  Quite  right,"  said  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmers  ton.  He  (Mr. 
-Seddon}  said  the  Government  would  do  nothing 
of  the  kind.  The  evidence  adduced  before  the 
'Committee  proved  clearly  that  Mr.  Gill  took 
every  precaution,  and  the  Committee  said  so  in 
their  report ;  therefore  their  officer  was  in  no 
way  to  blame ;  and,  if  the  Natives  liked  to  give 
away  money  to  a  person  who,  they  asserted,  did 
not  act  honourably  to  them,  he  could  not  see 
why  that  should  be  mode  a  claim  as  against 
the  colony.  In  his  opinion  the  whole  agitation 
was  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  colony 
to  pay  this  £5,000,  which  they  had  paid  once, 
-and  for  which  they  had  got  an  acquittance, 
and  for  this  reason  he  said  the  Government 
would  not  recognise  any  claim  of  these  Natives 
with  respect  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  wished  to  say  a  word 
•or  two  about  this  question  put  by  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City ;  and  he  might 
say  at  once  it  was  a  great  pity  the  honourable 
•gentleman  would  not  put  his  question  more 
plainly.  It  ought  to  read  this  way  :  "  Can  the 
•Premier  explain  how  a  cadet,  a  son  of  Mr.  W. 
Robertson,  of  Palmerston  South,  who  resides 
in  the  electorate  of  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
and  who  was  No.  70  in  the  Civil  Service  list  in 
1892,  received  an  appointment?"  and  then 
honourable  members  would  understand  it,  and 
his  honourable  friend  the  Premier  would  be 
able  to  give  him  information  with  respect  to 
that.  It  was  quite  evident  that  he  (Mr.  J. 
McKenzie)  did  not  know  of  this,  for  he  had 
not  been  aware  until  that  day  that  No.  70  was 
this  lad  William  Robertson,  from  Palmers- 
ton  South,  and  in  consequence  he  had  not 
even  thought  it  his  duty  to  inform  the  Pre- 
mier of  the  exact  position  of  the  matter.  He 
would,  however,  now  state  the  exact  position. 
William  Robertson  was  selected  out  of  a  number 
of  applicants  for  a  position  in  the  Survey  Office 
owing  to  his  talent  for  mapping.  Honourable 
members  would  understand  that  when  cadets 
were  wanted  for  the  Survey  Office  those  who 
stood  highest  on  the  list  of  applicants  were  not 
necessarily  selected  unless  they  were  specially 
qualified  to  take  the  position,  and  that  appli- 
cants lower  down  the  list  might  be  selected  for 
the  reason  that  they  might  display  more  talent 
for  mapping  and  be  much  better  qualified  for 
the  work  of  draughtsmen  than  those  who  stood 
higher  on  the  list.  In  this  particular  case  there 
were  a  number  of  applicants  for  the  position, 
Mr.  Seddon 


and,  Robertson's  mapping  being  the  best,  he  was 
selected.  But  he  could  not  be  permanently  ap- 
pointed, for  the  reason  that  he  was  seventieth 
on  the  list,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
said,  and  up  to  the  present  moment  he  had 
not  received  a  permanent  appointment. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked,  then,  why  did  he  appear 
on  the  list  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  lad  had  not  had 
that  appointment. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  was  what  he  com- 
plained of  :  he  ought  to  be  on  the  return. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  was  not  a  cadet. 
He  was  simply  casually  employed  at  the  Survey- 
Office  in  Dunedin,  and  he  was  said  to  be  one 
of  the  best  officers  there.  He  could  show  the 
honourable  gentleman,  if  he  had  time  to  bring 
it  up,  a  report  from  the  officer  in  charge  at  Dun- 
edin, Mr.  Maitland,  who  said  this  boy  was  doing 
the  work  of  a  man,  and  doing  it,  too,  for  a 
boy's  wage.  He  was  such  a  good  hand  that 
he  was  given  extra-good  work  to  do.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  wanted  a  return  of  the 
temporary  clerks  of  the  Survey  Department, 
they  could  give  him  a  white  list  as  well  as  the 
black  list,  about  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man made  so  much  noise.  There  was  nothing 
in  this  matter  at  all.  It  was  simply  a  trumped- 
up  thing,  merely  because  this  boy  who  had  been 
appointed  happened  to  be  the  son  of  a  settler 
in  his  (Mr.  McKenzie's)  district.  No  doubt  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  brought  it  up  so  as 
to  get  another  black  spot  against  Ministers. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  it  used  to  surprise  him 
when  he  first  came  to  the  House,  but  he  was 
getting  to  feel  rather  amused  now,  to  hear  the 
statements  made  by  Ministers  in  connection 
with  these  returns.  They  had  been  assured  by 
the  Premier  that  day  that  this  return  must  be 
correct  because  the  departmental  officers  had 
no  reason  for  supplying  incorrect  returns.  No 
doubt  that  was  quite  correct.  The  Minister  of 
Lands  had  just  now  thrown  some  additional 
light  on  this  subject.  The  Minister  said  that 
the  honourable  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  did  not  know  how  to  ask  his  question. 
To  that  it  might  be  answered  that  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  had  had  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  experience  both  in  sub- 
mitting questions  and  in  answering  them,  and, 
if  he  were  not  capable  of  and  could  not  succeed 
in  putting  a  question  in  a  way  to  elicit  the  in- 
formation he  wanted,  then  very  few  of  them  in 
that  House  could  hope  to  be  able  to  get  in- 
formation in  that  way.  But  there  was  a  time 
when  honourable  members  did  not  require  to 
be  in  the  House  long  before  they  knew  which 
department  to  apply  to  when  they  required  any 
particular  information.  It  was  very  difficult 
now,  however,  to  find  out  what  department 
they  required  to  apply  to  for  any  information ; 
and  unless  they  were  able  to  get,  not  one,  but 
two  or  three,  Ministers  to  obtain  for  them  the 
requisite  information,  and  guide  them  like  a 
finger-post  to  the  several  departments  to 
which  they  should  apply  for  the  informa- 
tion which  they  might  naturally  expect  to 
get  from  one  department,  they  would  find  that 
it  was  an  impossibility  for  them  to  get  that 
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information.  The  Premier  had  told  them 
that  'with  respect  to  the  return  of  those  ap- 
pointed to  the  public  service  outside  the  Civil 
Service  Act,  which  return  he  vouched  to  he 
correct,  there  were  eleven  persons  appointed, 
not  within  the  four  corners  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Act,  hut  quite  outside  it.  They  did  not 
require  to  go  to  any  Minister,  or  to  any  de- 
partment, to  find  out  that  there  were  such 
appointments  made.  They  did  not  require  any 
•other  member  of  the  House  to  tell  them  that 
any  one  of  them  could  give  a  greater  number 
of  cases  than  eleven  of  persons  who  had  been 
appointed  outside  the  Civil  Service  Act  and 
into  the  public  service  as  persons  temporarily 
•employed  at  good  remuneration.  Honourable 
members  themselves  could  make  a  return— as 
he  had  interjected  some  time  previously  —  of 
scores  of  similar  cases.  Any  Minister,  without 
the  assistance  of  a  departmental  officer  or  a 
private  secretary,  might  give  a  return  of  a 
much  larger  number,  and  still  leave  out  many. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  the  Premier  said  "  No," 
and  he  could  not  contradict  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  How- 
ever, he  might  and  therefore  did  say,  if  Minis- 
ters oould  not  do  so,  he  felt  sorry  for  them. 
A  great  number  of  members  could ;  and,  while 
he  (Mr.  Green)  had  no  actual  knowledge  of 
what  had  been  done  in  the  electorates  of  the 
North  Island,  he  heard  northern  members  ex- 
press similar  opinions,  and  give  information  as 
to  what  had  been  done  in  their  electorates; 
and  he  also  could  state  from  his  own  know- 
ledge what  had  been  done  in  some  of  the  elec- 
torates in  the  South  Island.  He  felt  justified 
in  stating,  with  the  same  positiveness  as  the 
Premier  had  made  his  statement,  that  many 
Appointments  had  been  made  outside  the  Civil 
Service  Act,  and,  if  these  were  temporary  ap- 
pointments, many  of  whom  he  knew  had  been 
so  employed  for  years  who  had  not  passed  the 
Civil  Service  examinations,  and  it  was  not  by 
-dozens  but  by  scores  that  they  were  made :  m 
fact,  they  would  amount  to  hundreds  in  the 
colony.     If  members  could  only  find  out  how  to 

Sut  their  questions,  and  if  the  officers  of  the 
epartment8  only  got  the  requisite  instructions 
from  Ministers  to  supply  the  returns,  so  as  to 
give  the  actual  numbers,  this  would  be  found 
to  be  the  fact.  When  they  got  these  positive 
statements,  and  got  these  returns,  they  were 
more  befogged  than  they  were  before. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  wish  to  be  misrepre- 
sented by  these  remarks. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  he  did  not  wish  to  mis- 
represent the  honourable  gentleman ;  his  case 
was  strong  enough  without  misrepresentation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  do  so  wilfully, 
but  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  honourable 
member  did  not  know  the  difference  between  a 
eadet  and  a  temporary  clerk— between  a  per- 
son in  temporary  employment  and  a  perma- 
nent officer.  There  was  a  return  of  temporary 
clerks  submitted  last  session,  and  that  return 
included  all  those  who  were  employed  as  tem- 
porary clerks.    That  return  was  complete,  and 


the  total  number  was  given.  But,  as  regarded 
casual  hands  in  the  Survey  Office  and  other 
departments  where  employment  was  given  from 
month  to  month,  such  a  return  had  not  been 
asked  for.  He  would  be  only  too  happy  to  give 
it  if  it  were  asked  for. 

Mr.  ALLEN  understood  the  Premier  to  say, 
with  regard  to  William  Robertson,  that  he  had 
not  been  appointed  a  cadet  in  the  Civil  Service ; 
and  this  was  emphasized  by  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  who  distinctly  stated  that  Robertson 
was  only  holding  a  temporary  appointment. 
Now,  how  was  this  compatible  with*the  Gazette 
notice?  The  New  Zealand  Gazette  for  1892, 
volume  2,  page  1466,  contained  this  notice : — 

"  Cadet  in  Department  of  Lands  and  Survey 

appointed. 

"  Department  of  Lands  and  Survey, 

"  Wellington,  26th  October,  1892. 

"  His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint 

"  William  Robertson 
to  be  a  clerical  cadet  in  the  Department  of 
Lands  and  Survey. 

*•  A.  J.  Cadman 
"  (For  the  Minister  of  Lands)." 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  might  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  did  not  make  a  cadet  of 
him.  He  was  not  a  cadet  at  the  present 
moment.  He  was  gazetted  in  mistake  from 
the  faot  that  at  the  time  they  did  not  know 
but  that  he  could  be  appointed ;  but  it  was 
afterwards  found  out  that  owing  to  his  posi- 
tion in  the  Civil  Service  he  could  not  be  made 
a  cadet,  as  the  Audit  Department  refused  to 
recognise  him  as  such,  and  at  present  he  was 
only  a  casual  hand  in  the  Survey  Office  at 
Dunedin. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  there  had  been  so 
much  said  with  regard  to  these  appointments 
in  the  Civil  Service  since  that  wonderful  Civil 
Service  Reform  Act  became  law  that  he 
thought  it  was  about  time  it  was  repealed, 
so  that  patronage  might  come  to  be  properly 
exercised  by  those  in  power.  He  knew  himself 
how  great  was  the  difficulty  in  trying  to  get  the 
sons  of  constituents  run  into  the  Service.  Al- 
though he  thought  honourable  members  would 
agree  that  he  was  a  faithful  and  consistent 
supporter  of  the  Government,  he  always  found 
that  horrible  Act  brought  out  as  a  bar  to  any 
prot€g€  of  his  entering  the  Civil  Service.  The 
Government  ought  really  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  question  whether  a  Bill  should  not  be 
introduced  to  repeal  that  Act.  At  any  rate,  he 
thought  the  suggestion  was  well  worth  their 
attention. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  would  go  further  and 
Bay  a  Bill  should  be  introduced  to  enact  that 
persons  were  not  to  molest  members  of  Parlia- 
ment by  endeavouring  to  induce  them  to  get 
their  sons  appointed  to  the  Civil  Service.  They 
were  supposed  to  be  independent  in  that  House ; 
but  how  could  they  be  independent  if  they  had 
to  solicit  favours  for  their  constituents  from 
Ministers,  or  endeavour  to  get  the  sons  of 
constituents,  for  instance,  into  the  service  of 
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the  Union  Company?  If  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  Company  came  under  their  considera- 
tion, and  those  having  the  management  of 
that  company  had  made  appointments  at  their 
solicitation,  would  they  be  free  and  indepen- 
dent in  giving  their  votes  on  such  a  subject? 
They  would  not.  With  regard  to  appointments 
to  banks,  when  banking  affairs  came  under 
discussion,  or  when  applications  from  banks 
came  before  them,  they  would  similarly  be 
fettered  if  they  had  solicited  appointments  for 
others  to  these  institutions.  If  they  endea- 
voured to  get  a  boy  into  the  Civil  Service  it 
was  looked  upon  as  a  favour  to  grant  the 
request.  At  any  rate,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
obtain  a  favour  of  this  description.  Although 
gome  of  the  brightest  lads  in  the  colony  resided 
in  the  Clutha  district  he  had  never  succeeded 
in  getting  an  appointment  for  one  of  them  in 
the  Civil  Service,  because  there  were  so  many 
on  the  list  before  them,  not  because  of  any 
special  favour  from  the  Government.  He 
therefore  thought,  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  that  it,  ought  to  be  made  a  corrupt 
practice  on  the  part  of  members  to  endeavour 
to  get  appointments  for  lads. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  thought  it  was  time  some  noti- 
fication was  given  to  the  public  that  only  a  very 
limited  number  of  those  who  passed  the  Civil 
Service  examination  could  succeed  in  getting 
appointments.  When  the  Act  was  passed  the 
people  came  to  think  that  they  had  only  to  get 
their  sons  to  pass  the  Civil  Service  examination 
and  they  would  get  appointments  immediately, 
whereas  he  supposed  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  passed  every  year,  and  there  were  only  one 
or  two  appointments  made  out  of  the  lot.  The 
sooner  people  knew  this  the  better.  People  in 
his  district  said  to  him,  "My  boy  has  passed  the 
Civil  Service  Examination;  I  understood  he 
would  get  an  appointment  as  soon  as  he  was 
qualified  for  it."  The  sooner  it  was  known  that 
this  was  not  the  case  the  better  it  would  be, 
for  it  would  save  large  numbers  of  people  the 
expense  of  coaching  and  passing  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice examination  if  they  knew  how  limited  were 
the  chances  of  appointment  to  the  Service. 

Mr.  CADMAN  would  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two  on  the  question,  giving  his  experience  of 
the  matter.  He  looked  upon  it  that  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Civil  Service  examination  was  the 
greatest  farce.  In  the  first  place,  the  children 
from  towns,  who  could  get  to  high  schools,  as 
a 'rule  got  the  majority  of  passes,  while  the 
country  children  did  not  really  get  fair-play, 
because  they  had  not  the  opportunity  of 
receiving  the  rudiments  of  what  was  called  a 
liberal  education.  Then,  again,  with  regard 
to  appointments,  they  might  want  a  boy  who 
had  passed  high  in  figures  for  one  depart- 
ment ;  and  if  they  required  a  boy  for  the 
Survey  Department,  as  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  said,  they  required  a  lad  who  could 
map — a  boy  who  had  passed  high  in  respeot 
to  matters  that  would  be  of  most  use  to  him 
in  that  department.  If  they  got  an  aggregate 
all-round  boy  they  might  get  one  who  would 
not  suit  at  all.  As  he  understood  it,  they 
wanted  a  cadet  in  the  Audit  Deportment  at 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


the  present  moment,  and  a  girl  stood  next  on 
the  list,  and  so  they  would  wait  till  another 
appointment  had  been  made  to  some  other 
department,  and  then  take  the  next  rather 
than  take  this  young  lady. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Why  not  keep  to  the 
list? 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  that  was  a  matter  for 
the  Controller-General,  of  whom  a  very  high 
opinion  was,  he  understood,  held.  That,  how* 
ever,  was  the  position.  He  thought  that,  if  a 
cadet  was  wanted  for  a  particular  department, 
the  one  that  was  wanted  was  one  who  had 
passed  highest  in  the  direction  of  the  course 
he  would  have  to  follow.  If  they  did  not  get 
one  so  qualified,  then  they  got  some  one 
who,  having  got  into  the  wrong  groove,  per- 
haps made  a  failure  of  his  whole  life.  He, 
himself,  thought  the  whole  system  was  wrong, 
and  that  they  should  have  an  entirely  different 
one,  so  that  the  boys  in  the  country  could  get 
a  fair  share  of  employment  in  the  public  ser- 
vice, as  well  as  those  who  lived  in  the  towns ; 
also,  that  in  selecting  for  the  various  depart- 
ments they  should  take  boys  who  were  likely  to 
make  a  success  in  those  departments.  Until 
they  did  something  cf  this  sort,  in  his  opinion 
the  system  would  never  work. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  would  suggest  it  as 
a  good  plan  to  give  each  constituency  in  the 
colony  a  certain  proportion  of  public  employ- 
ment for  the  youths  in  that  constituency. 

Mr.  BEEVES  would  also  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two.  He  rather  agreed  with  the  last  sug- 
gestion that  the  oadetship  should  be  divided 
amongst  the  constituencies,  for  in  that  way  his 
constituency  would  get  a  great  deal  more  than 
it  got  now,  although  it  was  a  very  large  one. 
He  agreed  with  the  suggestion  that  had  fallen 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha,  that 
it  should  be  made  illegal  and  an  offence  for 
parents  to  molest  members  of  Parliament  with 
the  view  of  getting  employment  found  for  their 
children;  and  he  was  sure  his  honourable 
friends  would  not  at  all  object  to  make  that 
penalty  go  a  stage  further,  and  make  it  a  penal 
offence  for  a  member  of  Parliament  to  molest  a 
Minister  to  get  employment  for  a  constituent. 
But  when  the  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
if  a  member  of  Parliament  did  get  something 
in  that  way  out  of  a  Minister  he  was  expected 
to  be  mighty  civil  afterwards,  he  could  assure 
him  that  he  was  making  a  great  mistake.  A 
Minister  must  be  very  innocent  if  he  imagined 
for  a  moment  that  because  he  had  made  an 
appointment  from  a  constituency  therefore  the 
member  for  that  constituency  was  going  to  be 
in  any  way  civil  to  him.  A  Minister  could  not 
have  been  many  months  in  office  if  he  flat- 
tered himself  in  that  way.  Now,  coming  to  the 
more  serious  aspect  of  the  case,  he  had  risen  for 
the  purpose  of  referring  to  the  remarks  of  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Waikouaiti, 
who  seemed  to  be  under  the  impression  that 
there  was  some  mysterious  difference  between 
lads  and  adults.  Nobody  ever  suggested  that 
it  was  at  all  wrong  to  put  adults  on  as  extra 
clerks.  Everybody  knew  that  scores  of  adults 
were  employed  as  extra  clerks,  and  no   one 
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said  a  word  about  it.  Why,  therefore,  should 
there  be  some  extraordinary  line  drawn  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  and  it  be  esteemed  a  crime 
to  put  a  youth  on  as  a  temporary  olerk? — 
because  that  was  what  these  boys  were  made. 
There  was,  it  should  be  remembered,  a  great 
difference  between  temporary  appointments 
and  permanent  appointments.  The  boys  who 
had  temporary  appointments  were  not  in  the 
Civil  Service,  they  could  not  be  Civil  servants, 
they  could  not  get  high  pay  or  promotion,  they 
could  not  get  a  career,  they  were  simply  put 
on  at  £40  or  £50  a  year  to  do  boys'  work,  and, 
unless  they  could  get  into  the  Service  by  being 
put  in  according  to  their  turn  on  the  list,  they 
could  not  get  a  step  further.  Take  one  tem- 
porary appointment  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. This  boy  had  not  only  passed  the 
Junior  but  he  had  also  passed  the  Senior  Civil 
Service  examination,  and  yet  on  account  of 
this  Act  it  was  found  that  he  could  not  give 
him  an  appointment  in  the  Civil  Service  ;  they 
could  not  appoint  him  a  cadet  in  the  Civil 
Service,  although  he  had  actually  passed  the 
Senior  Civil  Service  examination — he  could  get 
no  position  in  the  Civil  Service.  Now,  every- 
body knew,  who  knew  anything  about  the 
Junior  Civil  Service  examination,  that  the 
Junior  Civil  Service  examination  was  very  easy ; 
it  was  not  at'all  a  severe  test ;  he  did  not  think 
it  was  muoh  of  a  test  at  all :  but  the  Senior 
Civil  Service  examination  was  a  severe  test, 
and  for  a  boy  of  sixteen  or  so  to  pass  that  was 
to  perform  a  very  creditable  thing;  and  yet, 
though  this  boy  had  done  that,  and  was  in 
every  way  suitable  to  be  a  most  useful  recruit 
for  the  Civil  Service,  he  could  not  get  him  into 
it.  The  best  that  could  be  done  was  to  give 
him  a  little  temporary  work  at  £40  or  £50  a 
year  to  keep  him  alive.  No  wonder  that  the 
boy,  being  a  smart  boy,  and  seeing  that  he 
could  work  his  way  through  life  in  other  ways, 
gave  up  the  position  and  went  out  to  push  his 
fortunes  in  the  world.  Take  the  case  of  another 
boy  for  whom  he  was  responsible  —  for  his 
name  was  only  oonnected  with  three  as  far  as 
he  knew,  and  he  had  certainly  had  nothing  to 
do  with  any  others,  whatever  the  suspicions  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Waikouaiti  might 
be.  This  boy  had  passed  the  Junior  examina- 
tion, and  the  Senior  examination  in  every 
subject  but  one,  but  he  could  not  be  admitted 
to  the  Civil  Service,  and  had  been  put  on  just 
to  do  boys'  work.  He  passed  the  examination 
again,  and  the  Senior  examination  again  com- 
pletely, and,  his  turn  having  come  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  he  was  given  an  appointment  as 
cadet,  and  was  now  in  the  Civil  Service,  having 
passed  the  Junior  and  Senior  examinations. 
That  boy  was  quoted  here  as  an  instance  of 
corruption — as  an  example  of  how  they  put 
unfair  and  unsuitable  persons  into  the  Civil 
Service.  Take  the  case  of  the  third  boy :  He 
was  the  only  boy  he  (Mr.  Beeves)  had  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  who  had  not  passed  the  Junior 
and  the  Senior  Civil  Service  examinations. 
This  boy  was  a  smart  boy,  thoroughly  useful  in 
the  subordinate  position  he  was  in.  He  did  not 
say  he  would  do  for  a  high  position,  but  under 
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the  Act  he  could  not  get  a  high  position.  He 
could  not  be  a  cadet  or  be  promoted  in  the 
Service.  The  work  he  was  doing  was  simply 
boys'  work,  and  he  was  getting  £40  or  £50  a 
year  for  it.  He  could  not  Bee  any  harm  in 
that,  and  he  denied  positively  that  they  had 
broken  the  Act  in  any  way. 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  get  round  it. 

Mr.  REEVES.— No ;  they  were  not  getting 
round  it  at  all. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  felt  the  House  would  not  agree 
that  this  was  a  trivial  matter  if  it  required  six 
speeches  from  the  Ministerial  benches,  two 
Ministers  had  each  spoken  twice  upon  it.  It 
was  not  usual,  he  hoped,  that  Ministers  should 
speak  twioe  upon  trivial  matters.  Now,  what 
was  the  position  ?  He  declined  to  discuss  the 
qualifications  of  the  appointees.  They  might 
be  the  most  estimable  and  amiable  lads  in 
the  colony.  But  the  question  was,  Ought  not 
the  provisions  of  the  Civil  Service  Reform  Act 
to  have  been  complied  with  ?  But,  more  than 
that,  at  any  rate,  the  Minister  of  Lands'  ap- 
pointment was  contrary  to  the  Act.  What  was 
the  position  with  reference  to  this  return  ?  He 
had  asked,  Who  compiled  the  return,  and  was 
the  return  correot  ?  Now,  they  had  the  admis- 
sion of  the  Minister  of  Lands  that  the  return 
was  incorrect.  What  right  had  the  Minister 
to  lay  a  false  return  on  the  table  ?  This  was 
what  the  House  ordered :  that,  first,  a  list  of 
persons  who  had  competed  for  cadetships,  and 
who,  though  unsuccessful,  had  been  appointed 
to  positions  in  the  Civil  Service  as  temporary 
clerks,  or  otherwise,  during  the  years  1892,. 
1893,  and  1894 ;  second,  of  persons  who,  with- 
out any  examination,  had  been  appointed 
cadets,  be  laid  before  the  House.  The  state- 
ment of  the  Minister  of  Lands  was  that  the 
young  lad  Robertson  had  not  been  appointed 
to  a  cadetship,  and  that  the  Gazette  notice  was 
wrong.  He  was  not  appointed  to  a  cadetship  ; 
therefore  he  had  received  an  appointment  as 
a  temporary  clerk,  or  otherwise,  in  the  public 
service.  His  name  was  not  on  the  list,  and 
therefore  the  list  was  wrong.  The  conclusion 
was  irresistible — that  the  return  was  not  cor- 
rect. It  might  be  wrong  in  other  matters.  He 
had  only  taken  the  first  year's  Gazette  and  gone 
through  it,  and  he  had  found  it  to  be  wrong. 
Therefore  what  right,  he  again  asked,  had  the 
Government  to  lay  on  the  table  a  return  that 
was  inaccurate  and  misleading  ?  That  was  his 
position.  The  only  answer  would  have  been  that 
he  had  been  appointed  to  a  permanent  cadet- 
ship, but,  then,  it  had  been  admitted  that  there 
was  no  power  so  to  appoint  him ;  though  the 
appointee '8  name  appeared  in  the  Gazette  as 
having  been  appointed,  there  was  no  power 
for  the  Governor  to  appoint  him  :  therefore  the 
notice  in  the  Gazette  was  without  authority, 
because  it  was  contrary  to  law.  The  question 
he  had  put  was,  Was  Mr.  Robertson  unsuccess- 
ful in  getting  a  cadetship  ?  He  was  appointed 
nevertheless  to  a  position  in  the  Civil  Service. 
That  was  what  the  return  was  asked  for,  and 
his  name  did  not  appear  in  it.  He  was  exactly 
in  the  same  position  as  the  others  whose  names 
did  appear. 
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An  Hon.  Member. — He  is  not  a  Civil  servant. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  return  did  not  ask  for 
that.  The  question  was,  Who  were  appointed 
to  positions  in  the  Civil  Service  as  temporary 
clerks  or  otherwise  ?  He  had  some  position  in 
the  service.  What  was  that  position?  They 
were  told  he  was  a  temporary  clerk,  only  getting 
casual  work.  The  return,  therefore,  was  wrong. 
That  was  the  position.  If  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed a  cadet  the  return  would  have  been 
right;  but  the  Minister  had  admitted  that, 
though  they  had  purported  to  appoint  him  a 
cadet,  there  was  no  power  to  do  so,  and  the 
Gazette  notice  was  wrong.  Now,  he  was  not 
going  into  the  question  of  whether  the  Civil 
Service  Reform  Act  was  right  or  wrong.  That 
was  not  the  question.  He  submitted  that  it 
was  the  only  way  of  escaping  from  political  ap- 
pointments that  they  should  get  appointments 
by  examination,  and  then  all  would  be  placed 
on  a  level.  It  was  entirely  inaccurate  to  say 
that  those  who  got  the  appointments  were  the 
sons  of  people  living  in  the  large  towns.  One 
had  only  to  look  at  the  returns  to  see  that  the 
lads  from  the  country  districts  occupied  just 
as  good  positions  on  the  examination  list  as 
those  from  the  towns.  He  saw,  for  example, 
that  there  were  lads  from  Lawrence,  Tinwald, 
Palmers  ton,  Hokitika,  Goldsborough,  and  vari- 
ous other  places  who  had  high  positions.  They 
were  not  on  the  top  of  the  lists,  but  they 
had  as  high  positions  as  other  lads  from 
the  chief  towns  of  the  colony.  Therefore 
there  was  nothing  to  be  said  with  reference 
to  that.  The  other  thing  mentioned  was 
that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  give  each 
constituency  in  turn  an  appointment.  That 
was  what  he  had  proposed  in  1886,  and  it  had 
been  defeated  in  the  House.  He  believed  that 
was  a  fair  thing  after  they  had  passed  the  ex- 
amination. It  was  what  was  done  in  the  Ame- 
rican Civil  Service,  especially  in  the  navy  and 
in  some  other  departments  of  that  service,  and 
was  found  to  work  well.  This  he  had  suggested 
in  1886,  but  the  House  thought  fit  to  say  that 
it  should  be  by  competition,  and  as  it  was  to 
be  by  competition  the  law  should  be  complied 
with.  He  would  not  say  more  about  this,  but 
would  add  a  word  or  two  about  Kauika's  peti- 
tion. Here  again  the  Premier  was  wrong.  He 
regretted  the  Premier  was  not  present  when 
the  petition  was  considered  by  the  Committee. 
If  he  had  been  he  would  have  known  that  the 
Committee  never  suggested  that  the  colony 
should  pay  the  £5,000.  Nothing  of  the  sort. 
What  they  said  was  that  the  man  had  been 
put  to  great  expense,  and  some  sum  should 
be  paid  to  him ;  and  this  recommendation  was 
agreed  to  by  the  representatives  of  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  Petitions  Committee.  What 
he  complained  of  was  this :  Last  year  it  ought 
to  have  been  stated  straight  to  the  man,  "  You 
need  not  petition  again ;  you  will  never  get 
any  money  from  the  Government." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  tell  him  so. 

.  Q  Sir  R.  STOUT.— Pardon  me,  he  was 

kept   stringing  on  to  this  year,   and 

he  was  told  he  would  get  something.    If  the 

honourable  member  would  ask  his  colleague, 


the  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll,  he  would  see  that  that  was 
the  case :  and  he  (Sir  R.  Stout)  thought  it  was 
very  unfair  to  keep  Maoris  hanging  about  and 
petitioning  year  after  year.  And  then,  after 
getting  a  recommendation  of  this  Committee, 
nothing  was  done  for  them. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE  wished  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  (Sir  R.  Stout)  stated  that  he 
(Mr.  McKenzie)  had  acknowledged  the  return 
to  be  incorrect.  Well,  he  had  never  seen  the 
return  or  held  it  in  his  hand  until  after  the  Pre- 
mier answered  the  question.  According  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  the  return  should 
have  been  "Nil,"  and  then  it  would  have  been 
correct.  It  appeared  to  him  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  got  too  much  information  in 
this  return,  and  that  the  Government  had 
been  too  anxious  to  give  all  the  information 
necessary  to  the  House,  and  that  was  why  the 
honourable  gentleman  found  fault  with  it.  The 
officer  in  question  was  not  a  permanent  officer 
in  the  Civil  Service,  and  consequently  his  name 
could  not  be  put  on  that  return. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

MONDAY  SITTINGS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session  the  House  sit  at  half-past 
seven  p.m.  on  Mondays. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  27. 

Allen 

Lang 

Saunders 

Cad  man 

Massey 

Seddon 

Camel  1 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

McLachlan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

Mills 

Thompson,  R. 

Earnshaw 

Mitchelson 

Thompson,  T. 

Fraser 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Guinness 

Reeves 

Montgomery 

Hall 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Pinkerton. 

Kelly,  W. 

Noes,  25. 

Bell 

Houston 

Newman 

Buick 

Hutchison,  W 

Pirani 

Carncros8 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Duncan 

Larnaoh 

Stout 

Flatman 

Lawry 

Tanner. 

Graham 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Green 

McGowan 

Tellers. 

Hall- Jones 

McKenzie,  R. 

MoGuire 

Heke 

McNab 
Majority  for,  2 

Wilson. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

REPRINT  OP  STATUTES  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON,  in  moving  that  this  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time,  said  the  necessity  for  the 
measure  was  admitted  by  all.  A  number  of 
the  statutes  of  the  colony  were  entirely  out  of 
print,  and  were  not  obtainable.  It  was  also 
thought  that  many  of  the  statutes  should  be 
revised.  Necessity  existed  now  for  appointing 
a  Commission  to  go  into  this  matter,  and  he 
did  not  think  money  oould  be  better  spent  than 
on  the  work  of  reprinting  our  statutes.  In  the 
past  a  similar  Commission  had  done  very  good 
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-work.  He  believed  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  when  in 
office  did  a  great  deal  of  work  in  this  direction 
in  the  time  he  had  to  spare;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  his  services  to  the  colony  they  would 
probably  have  to  pay  a  much  larger  sum  of 
money  for  carrying  out  this  work.  However, 
as  it  was  admitted  that  there  was  necessity  for 
reprinting  the  statutes  and  for  revision,  he 
thought  it  would  be  wise  to  pass  the  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  cordially  support  this 
measure.  The  first  Bill  dealing  with  this 
matter  was,  he  thought,  passed  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Speaker  in  1878,  when  he  (Sir  R. 
Stout)  was  Attorney-General ;  and  in  the  suc- 
ceeding year  was  paRsed  "  The  Revision  of 
Statutes  Act,  1879,"  which  repealed  "  The  Re- 
print of  Statutes  Act,  1878."  This  work  would 
be  of  the  most  laborious  nature,  and  it  would 
require  a  man  well  up  in  statute-law  to  do 
it  thoroughly,  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  obtain  the  services  of  a  competent  man. 
They  had  an  example  of  what  was  done  in 
Victoria  in  this  direction  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  late  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Higin- 
botham.  That  was  a  most  marvellous  piece 
of  work.  No  doubt  that  gentleman  had  the 
assistance  of  several  barristers,  but  he  superin- 
tended it  himself,  and  he  received  the  thanks 
of  the  public  through  Parliament.  One  had 
only  to  look  at  the  reprint  of  Victoria's  statutes 
to  see  how  great  the  work  was.  Of  course  they 
■could  not  expect  to  get  a  man  like  this  in  the 
colony,  but  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
get  the  services  of  a  man  as  nearly  as  possible 
approaching  the  ability  of  the  gentleman  ap- 
pointed by  the  Victorian  Government.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  pass  the  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LUNATICS  BILL. 

Mr.  REEVES,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  that  in  the  report  of  the 
Public  Trust  Office,  laid  before  the  House  last 
year,  the  following  passage  occurred  :-*- 

"  Fresh  legislation  is  urgently  necessary  to  a 
prompt  and  satisfactory  administration  of  the 
estates  of  lunatics,  and  a  Bill  containing  the 
necessary  provisions  has  for  some  time  been 
prepared.  No  step  involving  the  expenditure 
•  of  money  can  be  taken  by  the  Public  Trustee 
in  the  administration  of  a  lunatic's  estate 
without  the  express  sanction  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  and  thus  it  may  happen  that  the  erec- 
tion of  a  fence  or  the  repair  of  a  roof  cannot 
be  undertaken  without  the  delay  and  expense 
necessary  to  an  application  for  the  authority 
of  the  Court,  or  even  to  the  correction  of  the 
authority." 

The  Bill  which  he  now  introduced  was  de- 
signed to  carry  out  and  put  on  the  statute- 
book  that  suggestion  made  by  the  Public 
Trustee  last  year.  The  proposal  was  not  a 
new  one,  and,  as  far  as  he  knew,  there  was  no 
objection  to  it.  A  case  would  occur  to  the 
minds  of  some  honourable  gentlemen,  showing 
the  necessity  for  this  Bill.  He  referred  to  the 
case  of  the  administration  of  the  estate  of  one 
H.  Wright.    In  that  case  the  Public  Trustee, 


before  he  could  do  anything, — before  he  could 
take  steps, — was  obliged  to  go  to  the  Supreme 
Court  and  ask  that  Court  to  grant  the  powers 
which  he  desired.  The  result  was  tedious, 
unfortunate,  and  exceedingly  expensive.  Sec- 
tion 8  of  the  Bill  proposed  to  give  the  Public 
Trustee  certain  powers.  It  proposed  to  give 
him  sufficient  power  to  administer  the  es- 
tates of  lunatics  without  having  to  make  con- 
stant applications  to  the  Court,  and  without 
the  expenditure  consequently  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  value  of  the  estates  in  litigation 
and  legal  charges.  No'doubt  in  the  past  the  law 
had  jealously  guarded  the  administration  of 
lunatics'  estates,  but  when  that  law  was  passed 
it  was  not  contemplated  that  these  estates 
might  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  a  public 
trustee.  The  law  at  that  time  had  in  view 
the  administration  of  the  estates  of  lunatics  by 
private  persons,  and  therefore  the  law  provided 
that  the  closest  possible  scrutiny  should  be 
exercised  over  the  administration  by  private 
trustees  or  private  persons  of  the  property  of 
lunatics.  He  thought  honourable  gentlemen, 
however,  would  see  the  distinction  between  a 
private  trustee  or  a  private  administrator  and 
the  Public  Trustee — that  not  the  same  caution 
need  be  used  nor  fear  felt  with  regard  to  the  Pub- 
lic Trustee  which  might  be  felt  with  regard  to 
private  persons.  It  was  desirable  also  that  the 
administration  of  the  estates  of  lunatics  should 
be  simplified  and  cheapened  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. It  was  with  that  object  that  this  Bill 
had  been  brought  in.  He  need  not  detain  the 
House  at  that  stage  by  making  a  long  speech 
in  support  of  the  Bill,  because  its  object  was 
simple,  and  was  such  as  he  had  stated — 
namely,  to  cheapen  and  simplify  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  estates  of  lunatics  by  the  Publio 
Trustee,  and  to  give  him  the  power  to  ad- 
minister those  estates  without  having  to  make 
a  constant  reference  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Of  course  there  were  details  in  the  Bill  which 
would  require  examination,  but  these  details 
could  be  considered  in  Committee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  hoped  this  Bill  would  be  sent 
to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee.  It  con- 
tained very  large  powers.  He  was  glad  that  the 
Minister  assented  to  this  suggestion,  for  this 
was  a  measure  which  would  require  very  care- 
ful consideration.  For  instance,  under  subsec- 
tion (1)  of  section  3  the  Public  Trustee  could, 
as  soon  as  a  mad  was  declared  a  lunatic,  sell 
all  his  property.  He  knew  of  a  case  in  Dunedin 
where  a  man  was  committed  to  the  asylum. 
He  was,  no  doubt,  a  lunatic.  However,  he  re- 
covered. He  would  put  it  to  any  person  :  sup- 
posing a  man  had  a  weak  mind  and  afterwards 
recovered  :  the  effect  when  he  came  out  of  the 
asylum  and  found  that  all  his  property  had 
been  sold — though  it  might  not  be  of  very  great 
value,  still  it  might  be  of  great  value  in  his  eyes 
—might  be  such  as  simply  to  put  him  off  his 
mental  balance.  So  far  as  that  case  was  con- 
cerned, it  luckily  happened  that  the  property 
was  not  sold,  although  an  attempt  was  made  to 
sell  it.  He  knew  perfectly  well  that  if  the  pro- 
perty had  been  sold  the  result  would  have  been 
that  the  man  would  have  been  permanently 
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landed  in  the  asylum.  It  was  not  the  value  of 
the  property,  but  the  associations  connected 
with  it  that  made  such  a  property  valuable  to 
the  owner.  Therefore  he  thought  that  such  a 
power  should  be  dealt  with  with  exceedingly 
great  care.  He  did  not  object  to  any  power  of 
management  or  of  leasing,  or  to  power  to  sell 
perishable  property.  But  to  sell  what  might 
have  been  a  man's  home,  and  for  that  man  to 
find  when  he  came  out  of  the  asylum,  after  he 
had  been  there  perhaps  a  year  or  less,  all  his 
property  sold— that  was  simply  sufficient  to  put 
him  wrong  again.  Therefore  he  was  glad  to  see 
that  the  Minister  was  willing  to  send  this  Bill 
to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  and  he 
hoped  that  Committee  would  take  care  to  put 
in  it  such  saving  clauses  as  would  prevent  such 
enormous  power  as  this  Bill  gave  from  being 
exercised  by  any  public  officer. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  it  appeared  to  him, 
as  a  layman,  that  this  was  a  very  dangerous 
Bill ;  but  naturally  any  one  who  had  not  a 
technical  knowledge  was  not  able  to  criticize 
it  in  the  way  which  one  who  had  that  know- 
ledge could  do.  He  would,  however,  call  atten- 
tion to  the  7th  subsection  of  clause  3,  under 
which  the  Public  Trustee  had  power  to  borrow 
money  upon  lunatics'  estates,  which  would 
appear  to  give  a  very  dangerous  power  indeed. 
But  really  the  point  in  the  Bill  which  was  the 
most  vital  point  was  the  7th  clause.  Under 
that  olause  honourable  members  would  per- 
ceive that  the  power  of  the  Supreme  Court  was 
entirely  set  aside.  It  appeared  to  him  that, 
however  necessary  it  might  be  to  give  the 
Public  Trustee  power  to  build  a  fence,  or  per- 
form any  minor  work  of  that  sort,  without 
having  to  make  application  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  provisions  of  this  clause  went  far 
beyond  that.  Under  section  7  of  the  Bill,  when 
once  the  Public  Trustee  became  what  is  known 
as  the  committee  of  an  estate,  the  Supreme 
Court  had  no  power  to  remove  him  from  office 
without  the  consent  of  the  Public  Trustee  him- 
self. It  was  very  necessary,  as  had  been 
pointed  out  by  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City,  that  great  care  and  delicacy  should 
be  exercised  in  dealing  with  the  estates  of 
lunatics.  Therefore  what  might  be  almost 
termed  cumbrous  forms  of  application  to  the 
Supreme  Court  had  been  always  provided  in 
connection  with  the  management  of  lunatics' 
estates.  Under  the  7th  clause,  however  injudi- 
ciously the  Public  Trustee  might  administer 
an  estate,  he  could  not  be  removed  from  office 
without  his  own  consent  in  writing.  If  the 
Bill  went  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee 
he  knew  that  it  was  probable  it  would  come 
back  with  some  of  these  dangerous  powers  con- 
siderably modified. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  Bill  might  have 
some  good  points  in  it,  but,  still,  great  hard- 
ship might  arise  to  the  wife  and  ohildren  of  a 
lunatic  through  his  property  being  disposed  of 
while  he  was  locked  up.  He  thought  the  Bill 
in  some  respects  gave  an  unwise  power  to  the 
Public  Trustee.  The  exercise  of  such  power 
might  be  very  well  if  the  Public  Trustee  was 
always  an  admirable  officer,  but  they  had 
Sir  R.  Stout 


seen  a  holder  of  this  office  who  was  not  an 
admirable  trustee.  If  the  Public  Trustee  had 
power  to  sell,  it  should  be  exercised  subject  to- 
the  consent  of  those  who  were  to  become  the 
heirs  of  the  person  whose  property  was  taken. 
Then,  he  thought  that  another  provision  was 
badly  wanted,  and  that  was  that  all  lunatics 
should  be  divided  into  two  classes,  curable- 
and  incurable.  There  was  no  doubt  it  was  not 
always  easy  to  draw  the  line  between  those- 
two  classes  of  cases :  still,  there  were  many 
cases  which  a  committee  of  doctors  could) 
decide.  They  could  certify  that  in  some  cases 
the  person  was  a  hopeless  imbecile,  and  could 
never  come  out  of  the  asylum.  In  cases  where- 
a  man  was  certified  to  be  an  incurable  imbecile, 
the  Public  Trustee  might  be  given  larger  powers 
than  in  oases  where  the  lunatic  was  thought  to 
be  curable.  As  had  been  pointed  out  by  the- 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout),  there  were  cases  where  a  man 
might  be  in  an  asylum  for  two,  three,  four, 
or  five  years,  and  then  come  out  cured.  In? 
such  a  case,  if  the  man  found  that  the  Pub- 
lic Trustee  had  sold  his  property,  it  might  be 
a  very  serious  thing.  While  he  believed  the 
Public  Trust  Office  was  one  of  the  best  institu- 
tions in  the  colony,  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  they  were  loading  upon  one  man  too- 
many  powers.  The  tendency  of  that  office  was 
to  grow,  and  it  was  a  question  whether  the 
Public  Trustee  should  not  have  associated  with 
him  a  body  something  like  a  Board.  This  de- 
partment was  growing  until  it  was  now  one 
of  the  largest  departments  in  the  State.  He 
trusted  that  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee 
would  improve  the  Bill  in  several  respects. 

Mr.  PIRANI  desired  to  congratulate  the 
M mister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  upon  having 
brought  in  a  very-much-needed  measure.  The 
law  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  lunatics' 
estates  was  in  some  respects  in  a  very  scan- 
dalous state.  He  knew  many  instances  where 
men's  whole  property  had  been  sacrificed  by 
being  sold  in  the  manner  referred  to.  The 
measure  before  the  House  was  perhaps  not 
perfect  in  every  respect,  but  it  was  a  very 
great  improvement  on  the  law  at  present  in 
existence.  He  had  no  doubt,  if  the  Bill  was 
submitted  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee, 
some  of  the  defects  which  it  at  present  con- 
tained would  be  removed,  and  Parliament 
would  then  be  able  to  put  a  law  upon  the 
statute-book  which  would  be  a  benefit  to  the- 
relatives  of  very  many  people  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  was  very  glad  that  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  had  asked 
that  this  Bill  should  be  referred  to  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee.  He  knew  a  case  in  his 
own  district  where  a  man  had  hurt  himself 
while  at  work.  He  injured  his  spinal  cord,  and 
the  result  was  that  he  was  committed  to  the 
asylum  on  the  certificate  of  two  doctors.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  the  Public  Trustee's  agent 
at  New  Plymouth  went  out  and  took  possession 
of  the  man's  farm.  This  act  frightened  the 
man's  wife,  for  she  thought  the  Public  Trust 
Department  was  going  to  sell  the  property. 
Some  of  the  neighbours,  however,  informed  her 
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of  the  time  position  of  the  matter.  The  man 
was  sent  to  the  Wellington  Asylum,  and  owing 
•to  the  careful  treatment  which  he  received 
there  at  the  hands  of  the  expert  doctors  in 
•charge  he  had  now  recovered,  and  had  gone 
back  to  his  farm.  Of  course,  if  the  Public 
Trustee  had  sold  the  farm,  this  man  and  his 
family  would  have  been  deprived  of  their  home. 
He  was  very  glad  that  the  Bill  would  be  referred 
to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  which 
■Committee  would,  no  doubt,  improve  it  in  some 
respects. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  wished  to  take  the 
•opportunity  of  drawing  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  to  this  fact :  that  those  members  who 
represented  districts  where  lunatic  asylums 
were  situated  had  frequent  complaints  from  the 
relatives  of  persons  confined  in  the  asylums, 
on  the  ground  that  those  were  detained  who 
ought  not  to  be.  During  the  last  recess  he  had 
had  two  cases  brought  under  his  notice,  but  he 
had  refused  in  any  way  to  interfere,  feeling 
that  it  was  a  responsibility  that  no  member  of 
the  House  should  undertake— to  interfere  with 
the  administration  of  the  asylums  in  any  way, 
so  far  as  persons  being  allowed  to  come  out  was 
-concerned.  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
officers  in  charge  of  asylums  had  a  feeling  of 
timidity  in  connection  with  allowing  persons 
who  had  been  under  their  charge  to  leave  the 
institutions;  and  if  a  Board  or  Court  of  ap- 
peal could  be  set  up  under  the  control  of  the 
Minister,  by  which  some  test  could  be  applied 
■so  that  the  officers  in  charge  might  have  the 
responsibility  removed  from  their  shoulders, 
the  lunacy  rate  might  not  be  so  high.  From 
inquiries  be  had  made  he  believed  there  were 
a  number  of  persons  confined  in  asylums  who 
were  not  so  insane  as  to  make  it  necessary 
that  they  should  be  so  detained.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  officers  of  the  institutions 
had,  as  he  had  said,  reasonable  timidity  in 
incurring  the  risk  of  persons  being  allowed  to 
leave  the  institutions  who  might  possibly  prove 
insane  afterwards.  If  the  Minister  would  take 
the  matter  into  consideration  and  devise  some 
*uch  tribunal  or  test  as  he  had  suggested  it 
would  be  an  excellent  thing. 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  give  him  any  specific  case  he  would 
be  most  happy  to  have  a  proper  inquiry  made. 
In  the  meantime  it  must  be  remembered  that 
nearly  every  inmate  of  an  asylum  was  being 
detained  against  his  or  her  will,  and  was  under 
the  impression  that  he  or  she  was  improperly 
so  detained,  and  very  often  their  relatives  were' 
under  that  delusion — because  it  was  a  delusion. 
It  was  therefore  not  surprising  that  there  were 
constantly  rumours  about  that  large  numbers 
of  sane  people  were  confined  in  asylums.  At 
the  same  time,  there  were  not  only  the  officers 
m  of  asylums,  but  the  official  visitors — gentlemen 
*And  ladies  who  were  quite  unbiassed,  and  were 
altogether  unlikely  to  share  any  timidity  on 
the  part  of  the  officers.  In  Christchurch,  for 
example,  the  official  visitors  were  gentlemen 
against  whom  no  one  could  make  any  sugges- 
tion that  they  were  likely  to  burke  the  fullest 
and  fairest  inquiry ;  the  same  in  the  case  of 


the  lady  visitors  there.  And  he  did  not  think, 
himself,  there  was  anything  in  the  rumours  that 
one  heard  from  time  to  time  of  people  being 
improperly  detained  in  the  asylums.  At  the 
same  time,  if  any  specific  case  of  complaint 
were  pointed  out  to  him  it  would  be  thoroughly 
gone  into.  Then,  as  to  the  objection  made  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  clause  7 :  That 
clause  said  that  the  Supreme  Court  should  not 
have  power  to  remove  the  Public  Trustee  from 
his  office  of  Commissioner  without  his  consent. 
That  was  believed  to  be  the  law  now ;  the 
clause  merely  made  plain  what  was  understood 
to  be  the  law  now.  With  regard  to  the  objec- 
tion raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs,  unless  he  was  referring  to 
clause  14  he  did  not  see  any  part  of  the  Bill 
which  appeared  to  him  to  enlarge  the  amount 
of  property  put  under  the  care  of  the  Public 
Trustee.  That  was  not  the  object  of  the  Bill, 
at  any  rate.  The  object  was  to  give  him  the 
best  and  fullest  power  to  administer  to  the 
fullest  advantage  the  properties  that  came 
under  his  administration,  but  there  was  no 
wish  to  enlarge  the  amount  of  property  put 
under  his  administration.  For  the  rest,  as 
regarded  the  1st  subsection  of  clause  3,  and  the 
objection  of  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City,  he  was  prepared  to  provide  any  fair 
safeguard.  No  one  wished  to  see  any  man's 
property  forced  into  the  market  because  he 
was  detained  in  the  asylum  for  a  few  months. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  the 
first  to  see  that  some  power  of  sale  was  abso- 
lutely necessary ;  otherwise  a  man  could  stay  in 
ah  asylum  for  forty  years,  and  none  of  his  pro- 
perty could  be  sold— a  position  that  might  re- 
sult in  very  great  misfortune  to  his  family  and 
his  heirs.  Some  power  of  sale  was  absolutely 
necessary.  All  that  was  wanted  was  some 
reasonable  safeguard,  and  any  suggestion  from 
the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  or  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself,  the  Government 
would  be  glad  to  consider. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS    SALE    CONTROL 
BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  31. — Amendments  of  principal  Act. 

Mr.  LANG  moved  to  insert  the  following : 
«  Section  fifty-six  of '  The  Licensing  Act,  1881,' 
is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  the  words  *  of 
issue '  after  the  word  '  days  '  in  line  eight  of  the 
said  section." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  moved  to  strike  out  subsec- 
tion (3),  and  insert  the  following  in  its  place : 
"  As  to  sections  ninety-seven  and  ninety-eight, 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  no  licenses 
shall  hereafter  be  removed." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  30. 

Allen 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Fraser 

Hall 

Hogg 
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Houston 
Kelly,  W. 
LaDg 
Larnach 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 


MoLachlan 

Mills 

Morrison 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Seddon 

Stevens 


Steward 
Ward 
Willis 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Graham 
Montgomery. 


Nobs,  29. 

Bell  Kelly,  J.  W.  Russell,  W.  R. 

Buiok  Mackenzie,  T.  Saunders 

Button  Maslin  Smith,  G.  J. 

Garnell  Massey  Stout 

Earnshaw  MoNab  Tanner 

Flatman  Meredith  Thompson,  R. 

Hall- Jones         Millar  Wilson. 
Hake                  Mitchelson  Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W.  Pirani  Newman 

Joyce  Russell,  G.  W.  Smith,  E.  M. 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Lawry.  Buddo. 

Majority  for,  1. 
Words  retained. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  "five" 
(miles),  in  order  to  insert  "  one  "  (mile)  in  lieu 
thereof. 

Word  "  five  "  struck  out. 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  insert  •'  one  "  (mile), 
in  lieu  of  the  word  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
11  That  the  word  *  one '  be  inserted." 


Allen 

Gadman 

Garncross 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Graham 

Hall 


Ayes,  26. 
Harris 
Houston 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 


Parata 

Pinkerton 

Seddon 

Stevens 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Hogg 
Mills. 


Noes,  84. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McGuire 
MoNab 
Millar 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
Newman 
Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Saunders 

Majority  against, 
Word  not  inserted. 


Bell 

Buick 

Button 

Carnell 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Hall- Jones 

Heke 

Hutchison,  W, 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 


Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Steward 
Stout 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 
Willis 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Meredith. 

8. 


Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  words 
"  a  quarter  of  a  "  (mile)  be  inserted. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  31. 

Bell 

Earnshaw 

Hutchison,  W. 

Buick 

Flatman 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Button 

Hall- Jones 

Maslin 

Carnell 

Heke 

Massey 

McGuire 

Meredith 

Millar 

Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

Newman 

Parata 


Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Saunders 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stout 


Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Mackenzie,.  T. 
McNab. 


Noes,  29. 
Allen  Houston  Pinkerton- 

Cadman  Kelly,  W.  Seddon 

Carncross  Lang  Stevens 

Carroll  Mackintosh        Steward 

Collins  McGowan  Thompson,  T. 

Crowther  McKenzie,  J.     Ward 

Duncan  McKenzie,  R.    Willis. 

Hall  MoLachlan  Tellers. 

Harris  Mills  Fraser 

Hogg  Morrison  Graham. 

Pair. 
For.  Against. 

Buddo.  Lawry. 

Majority  for,  2. 

Words  inserted. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  the  addition  of 
the  following  words  at  the  end  of  subsection 
(4),  (b):  "  Any  person  falsely  alleging  himself  to- 
be  a  lodger  or  traveller  shall  be  liable,  on  con- 
viction, to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  ten  pounds." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Subsection  (5). — "  As  to  seotion  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven,  by  substituting  the  words  'five 
miles '  for  the  words  '  three  miles  '  where  they 
oocur  in  that  section." 


The  Committee  divided    < 

an    the   question. 

"That  the  subsection  be  a 

subsection  of  the 

Bill." 

Ayes,  34. 

Allen 

Mackenzie,  T 

.    Russell,  W.  R. 

Buick 

Mackintosh 

Saunders 

Button 

Massey 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Earnshaw 

McNab 

Steward 

Flatman 

Meredith 

Stout 

Hall 

Millar 

Tanner 

Hall-Jones 

Mitchelson 

Willis. 

Heke 

Montgomery 

Houston 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W.  Newman 
Kelly,  J.  W.       Reeves 


Cadman 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Fraser 

Graham 

Harris 


Noes,  21. 
Hogg 
Lang 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
Mills 


Maslin 
Russell,  G.  W. 

Parata 
Pinkerton 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Green 
Kelly,  W. 


For. 
Bell 
Lawry 
Pirani 
Te  Ao. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Reeves 
Buddo 
Ward 
Pere. 


Majority  for,  13. 
Subsection  agreed  to. 
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Paragraph  (6),  permitting  an  owner  or  lessor 
who  has  evicted  a  tenant  for  having  had  his 
license  indorsed  to  apply  to  the  Committee  for 
a  cancellation  of  such  indorsement. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  paragraph  be 
struck  out. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  38. — "  If  any  person  sells  any  liquor  to 
any  male  aboriginal  native  who  is  in  a  state 
of  intoxication,  or  sells  or  in  any  way  gives  or 
supplies,  or  allows  to  be  sold,  given,  or  sup- 
plied, any  liquor  to  any  female  aboriginal  native 
whomsoever,  he  commits  an  offence,  and  is 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  ten  pounds." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  who  is  in  a  state  of  intoxication," 
with  the  view  of  inserting  "  or  half-caste  Maori, 
exoept  in  the  Cities  of  Wellington,  Christ- 
church,  Auckland,  and  Dunedin." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Bell 

Buick 

Button 

Cadman 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Green 

Hall 

Hall- Jones 


Ayes,  49. 
Harris 
Hogg 
Houston 
Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Mackintosh 
Massey 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Morrison 


Parata 

Pinkerton 

Beeves 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Stout 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
McLachlan 
Russell,  G.  W. 


Noes,  4. 


Maslin 
Newman. 


Tellers. 
Heke 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Buddo  Lawry 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Ward.  Pirani. 

Majority  for,  45. 
Words  retained. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing proviso:  "Provided  that  this  section 
shall  not  apply  to  any  female  aboriginal  native 
being  the  wife  of  a  European." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
•*  That  the  proviso  be  added  to  the  clause." 


Buick 

Button 

Cadman 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 


Ayes,  27. 
Crowther 
Graham 
Hall-Jones 
Harris 
Heke 
Lang 


Maslin 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
MoNab 
Mills 


Montgomery 

Steward 

Tellers. 

Reeves 

Tanner 

Flatman 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Willis. 

Meredith. 

Seddon 

Nobs,  22. 

Allen 

Kelly,  J.  W 

Russell,  W.  R 

Earnshaw 

Kelly,  W. 
Mackenzie, 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Fraser 

T.   Stevens 

Green 

Mackintosh 

Stout. 

Hall 

Massey 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Newman 

Bell 

Joyce 

Pinkerton 
Pairs. 

Parata. 

For 

Against. 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Ward. 

Pirani. 

Majority  for,  5. 

Proviso  added. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  as  a  further 
proviso, "  Provided  that  this  clause  does  not  per- 
mit liquor  to  be  sold  or  supplied  to  any  male 
aboriginal  native  except  in  oities  having  a  popu- 
lation of  five  thousand  inhabitants  or  more." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Green 

Newman 

Stout. 

Buiok 

Button 

Cadman 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hutchison,  W. 


Ayes,  5. 


Noes,  40. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Mackintosh 
Maslin 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Parata 
Pinkerton 


Tellers. 
Heke 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Tanner 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Hogg 
Morrison. 


For. 
Lawry 
Pirani 
Te  Ao. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Buddo 
Ward 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  35. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
•'  That  the  olause  as  amended  be  a  clause  of 
the  Bill." 

Aybs,  28. 
Buick  Mackenzie,  T.    Reeves 

Cadman  Mackintosh       Russell,  G.  W. 

Carnell  Maslin  Seddon 

Earnshaw  McKenzie,  J.     Smith,  G.  J. 

Flatman  McNab  Stout 

Graham  Meredith  Tanner. 

Hall-Jones         Millar 
Harris  Mills  Tellers. 

Heke  Montgomery      McLachlan 

Kelly,  J.  W.      Parata  Newman. 
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Noes,  22. 

Allen 

Hogg 

Russell,  W.  R 

Bell 

Hutchison, 

W.  Smith,  E.  M. 

Button 

Lang 

Steward 

Collins 

Massey 

Thompson,  R. 

Crowther 

McKenzie, 

R. 

Duncan 

Mitohelson 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Morrison 

Green 

Hall 

Pinkerton 
Pairs. 

Kelly,  W. 

For 

Against. 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Ward. 

Pirani. 

Majority  for,  6. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  84. — Penalty  for  prohibited  person 
entering  hotel. 

Mr.  CARNELL  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
words  after  the  word  "  order,"  and  add  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  he  is  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing five  pounds;  and  any  licensed  person  who 
knowingly  permits  any  person  against  whom  a 
prohibition  order  is  in  existence  to  be  or  to 
remain  on  his  licensed  premises  shall  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  five  pounds  and 
not  exceeding  ten  pounds." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
added." 

Ayes,  41. 
Allen  Hutchison,  W.  Parata 

Bell  Kelly,  J.  W.       Pinkerton 

Button  Kelly,  W.  Russell,  G.  W. 

Carroll  Lang  Seddon 

Collins  Maokenzie,  T.    Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther  Maslin  Stevens 

Duncan  McGowan  Steward 

Flatman  McKenzie,  J.     Stout 

Fraser  McNab  Tanner 

Hall  Meredith  Thompson,  R. 

Hall-Jones         Mills  Thompson,  T. 

Harris  Montgomery  Tellers. 

Heke  Morrison  Buick 

Hogg  Newman  Carnell. 

Noes,  2. 
Tellers. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Pairs. 


For. 
Buddo 
Pere 
Ward. 


Againsjt. 
Lawry 
Te  Ao 
Pirani. 


Majority  for,  89. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Clause  39.— "The  Beer  Duty  Act,  1880," 
amended  by  substituting  "four  gallons"  for 
14  two  gallons." 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  clause  be 
struck  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  clause  struck  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  With  respect  to  every  district  the  electors 
whereof  have  duly  determined  in  manner  pre- 


scribed by  the  Licensing  Aots  that  no  licenses 
be  granted  therein,  and  so  long  as,  pursuant  to 
such  determination,  no  licenses  are  in  force 
therein,  the  following  provisions  shall  apply : — 
"  (1.)  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person 
whomsoever — 

"  (a.)  To  solicit  or  receive  any  order 
for  any  liquor  within  such  district ; 
nor 

"  (b.)  To  sell,  or  expose  or  keep  for 
sale,  any  liquor  within  such  district; 
nor 

"(c.)  To  send  (either  from  with- 
out or  within  such  district)  or  deliver 
to  any  person  residing  therein,  or  at 
any  place  situate  therein,  any  liquor 
which  the  person  sending  or  deliver- 
ing the  same  has  reasonable  ground  to 
suspect  is  intended  to  be  sold,  or  ex- 
posed or  kept  for  sale,  therein. 
"  (2.)  Every  person  who  commits  any  breach 
of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  section 
is  liable  for  a  first  offence  to  a  penalty 
not  exceeding  fifty  pounds,  and  for  a 
second  or  any  subsequent  offence  to 
imprisonment  for  any  term  not  ex- 
ceeding three  months. 
*'  (3.)  In  any  prosecution  for  the  sale  of  liquor 
in  breach  of  this  section  it  shall  not 
be  necessary,  in  proving  the  sale,  to 
show  that  any  money  or  money's  worth 
passed,  or  that  any  other  considera- 
tion for  the  sale  existed,  if  the  Court 
is  satisfied'  that  a  transaction  in  the 
nature  of  a  sale  actually  took  place. 
"  (4.)  In  any  prosecution  for  exposing  or 
keeping  liquor  for  sale  in  breach  of 
this  section  it  shall  lie  on  the  accused 
to  show  that  the  liquor  proved  to  be 
exposed  or  kept  was  not  so  exposed  or 
kept  for  Bale. 
"  (5.)  In  any  prosecution  for  sending  or  de- 
livering liquor  in  breach  of  this  sec- 
tion it  shall  lie  on  the  accused  to  show 
that  he  had  no  reasonable  ground  to 
suspect  that  such  liquor  was  intended 
to  be  sold,  or  exposed  or  kept  for  sale, 
within  such  district. 
"  (6.)  This  section  shall  not  apply  to  sales 
by  brewers  of  liquor,  being  their  own 
manufacture,  to  persons  not  residing  or 
carrying  on  business  within  such  dis- 
trict, and  to  be  delivered  beyond  the 
limits  of  such  district." 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  (1.)  All  prosecutions  for  breach  of  any  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Licensing  Acts  shall  be  heard 
and  determined  by  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
alone,  anything  in  the  Licensing  Acts  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

"  (2.)  Any  Justice  or  Justices  of  the  Peace 
may  sit  in  a  Court  with  a  Magistrate,  but  cannot 
in  any  such  case  act  with  the  Magistrate,  or 
exercise  any  jurisdiction  whatever  at  such  sit- 
ting. 

"  (3.)  Every  person  who  commits  any  breach 
of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Licensing  Acts 
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lor  which  no  specific  penalty  is  thereby  pro- 
vided is  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  five 
pounds. 

"  (4.)  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  apply  to 
offences  under  section  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  of  the  principal  Act." 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  a  new  clause, — no 
-fermented  liquor  to  be  made  without  a  per- 
mit, in  the  event  of  national  prohibition  being 
•carried. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

New  clause  4. — Date  of  licensing  poll. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  a  new  clause  fixing  the 
•date  of  the  licensing  poll  "  on  some  day  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Returning  Officer  within  the 
month  of  ." 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  moved  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety - 
■seven." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  to  add  the 
following  proviso : — 

"  Provided  that,  notwithstanding  clause  six- 
teen of  the  Alcholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act, 
the  election  of  the  Licensing  Committees  shall 
take  place  on  the  same  day  as  is  appointed  by 
this  Act  for  the  taking  of  the  licensing  poll." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  the  following  new 
-clause  : — 

"No  covenant  or  agreement,  condition,  pro- 
viso, or  stipulation,  whereby  any  person  or 
body  corporate  is  purported  to  be  bound  to 
purchase  beer,  wines,  spirits,  or  other  fer- 
mented or  spirituous  liquors  from  any  other 
person  or  body  corporate  to  the  exclusion  of 
■any  other  persons  or  bodies  corporate,  shall,  if 
entered  into  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  have 
any  force  or  validity  whatever.  And  every  bond, 
bill  of  exchange,  or  promissory  note  given  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  performance  of  any 
-such  covenant  or  agreement,  condition,  provi- 
sion, or  stipulation  shall  be  void." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
■"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  37. 

Allen 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Pinkerton 

Bell 

Joyce 

Russell,  G.  W 

Buick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R 

Carnell 

Lang 

Saunders 

Collins 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Earn  ah  aw 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Flatman 

McNab 

Stout 

Fraser 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Graham 

Millar 

Wilson. 

Green 

Montgomery 

Hall 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Newman 

Button 

Hogg 

Parata 
Nobs,  18. 

McKenzie,  R. 

Oadman 

Harris 

Lawry 

Carroll 

Heke 

Mackintosh 

Duncan 

Kelly,  W. 

MoGowan 

McLachlan 
Mills 
Seddon 
Stevens 


Steward  Tellers. 

Thompson,  R.    Crowther 
Ward.  Thompson,  T. 


Majority  for,  19. 

New  clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added  to 
the  BUI. 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  Every  deed,  memorandum,  or  other  docu- 
ment which  shall  contain  any  such  covenant, 
agreement,  condition,  or  stipulation  as  afore- 
said shall,  if  made  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
be  read  and  construed  as  if  such  covenant, 
agreement,  condition,  proviso,  or  stipulation 
were  omitted  therefrom. 

"Every  limitation,  estate,  right,  title,  and 
interest  of,  in,  or  to  any  real  or  personal  pro- 
perty, and  every  other  benefit  whatever,  which 
shall  be  declared  or  purport  to  take  place  or 
effect,  or  to  accrue,  vest,  or  continue  upon  the 
performance,  or  during  the  continuance  of  the 
performance,  of  any  such  covenant  or  agree- 
ment, shall  forthwith  take  place,  and  effect, 
accrue,  vest,  and  continue  in  all  respects  as  if 
such  covenant,  agreement,  condition,  or  stipula- 
tion had  been  and  continued  to  be  performed 
and  satisfied. 

"  Every  estate,  right,  title,  and  interest,  or 
other  benefit  as  aforesaid  which  shall  be  de- 
clared or  purport  to  be  divested  or  forfeited 
for  or  on  account  of  the  n on- performance  or 
non-observance  of  any  such  covenant,  agree- 
ment, condition,  or  stipulation  shall  continue 
as  if  the  same  were  not  liable  to  be  divested  or 
to  forfeiture  for  such  reasons  as  aforesaid,  not- 
withstanding the  non  -  performance  or  non- 
observance  of  any  such  covenant,  agreement, 
condition,  or  stipulation. 

"  Every  limitation,  right  of  entry,  or  other 
estate  or  interest  in  real  or  personal  property, 
or  any  other  benefit  whatever,  whioh  shall  be 
declared  or  purport  to  take  place  or  effect,  or  to 
accrue  or  vest,  on  the  breach  or  non-perform- 
ance of  any  such  covenant,  agreement,  condi- 
tion, or  stipulation,  shall  be  void. 

"  When  any  person  shall  have  entered  into 
any  such  covenant  or  agreement,  or  purport  to 
have  made  himself  directly  or  collaterally  liable 
for  the  performance  or  observance  of  any  such 
covenant,  agreement,  condition,  proviso,  or 
stipulation  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  have  made, 
given,  or  entered  into  any  bond,  obligation, 
deed,  bill  of  exchange,  promissory  note,  or  other 
instrument  of  what  kind  soever  given  for  any 
such  purpose  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  commence  or  prosecute  a  suit  in  any  Court 
of  competent  jurisdiction  to  cancel  or  rectify 
such  instrument  as  aforesaid,  in  such  manner 
that  he  shall  no  longer  be,  or  appear  to  be, 
under  any  such  obligation  or  liability  as  afore- 
said." 

New  clause  agreed  to  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  For  the  purposes  of  licensing  districts  which 
do  not  include  any  borough  with  a  population 
of  not  less  than  five  thousand,  sections  six  to 
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eleven  inclusive  of  'The  Alooholio  Liquors 
Sale  Control  Act,  1893/  are  hereby  repealed, 
and  in  such  districts  all  the  duties  and  powers 
imposed  and  conferred  upon  Licensing  Com- 
mittees by  the  Licensing  Act  shall  henceforth 
be  performed  and  exercised  by  Stipendiary 
Magistrates.  The  Governor  shall,  by  order  in 
Council,  appoint  for  eaoh  district  the  Stipen- 
diary Magistrate  who  shall  within  suoh  district 
perform  and  exeroise  such  duties  and  powers." 
The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
44  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  15. 

Kelly,  W.  Russell,  W.  R. 

Lang  Thompson,  R. 
Lawry  Tellers. 

Massey  Allen 

MoLachlan  Buick. 


Bell 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Green 

Button 

Carnell 

Crowther 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Heke 

Hogg 


Noes,  89. 
Mackenzie,  T.   Saunders 
Maslin  Seddon 

McGowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

McKenzie,  J.     Stevens 
Meredith  Steward 

Millar  Stout 

Mills  Tanner 

Montgomery      Thompson,  T. 
Morrison  Ward 

Newman  Wilson. 

Parata  Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W.  Pinkerton  McNab 

Joyce  Russell,  G.  W.  Smith,  G.  J. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Majority  against,  24. 
Clause  negatived. 

Mr.  COLLINS  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  new  clause : — 

"  In  the  event  of  the  licensed  premises  which 
a  lessee  is  bound  under  his  lease  to  keep  as 
licensed  premises  being  closed  as  the  result  of 
a  poll  of  the  electors  of  the  distriot,  or  being 
closed  by  a  Licensing  Committee  for  a  cause 
not  arising  from  an  aot  or  default  of  the  lessee, 
then  the  lessee  may,  if  he  desire  to  terminate 
the  lease,  give  written  notice  to  the  lessor,  and 
on  the  expiration  of  fourteen  days  from  the 
giving  of  such  notice  such  lease  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  determined  as  by  effluxion  of  time." 
Clause  agreed  to  and  added  to  the  Bill. 
Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved  the  addition 
of  the  following  new  clause : — 

44  No  publican's  or  accommodation  license 
shall  be  granted  hereafter  to  any  person  in 
respect  of  premises  upon  or  attached  to  which 
there  is  a  billiard-room  and  a  billiard-table." 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved  the  addition  of 
the  following  new  clause  : — 

"  Section  one  hundred  and  twenty- six  of  the 
principal  Act  is  hereby  repealed,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  it  is  enacted  :  '  No  woman  other  than, 
and  unless  she  is,  the  licensee  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  sell  intoxicating  liquor  in  the  bar  of 
any  licensed  house.' 

«•  Every  holder  of  a  license  who  shall  permit 
the  provisions  of  this  section  to  be  broken  upon 
Mr.  Allen 


his  licensed  premises  shall  be  liable  on  convic- 
tion to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds.'* 
The    Committee  divided   on  the  question 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  19. 

Buick  Maslin  Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell  McGowan  Stout 

Earnshaw  McNab  Tanner. 

Flatman  Montgomery 

Graham  Newman  Tellers. 

Hall- Jones  Russell,  G.  W.  Hutchison,  W. 

Joyoe  Saunders  Meredith. 

Noes,  30. 

Hogg  Pinkerton 

Lawry  Seddon 

Mackenzie,  T.  Smith,  E.  M. 

Mackintosh  Stevens 

Massey  Steward 

McKenzie,  J.  Thompson,  T. 

McKenzie,  R.  Ward. 
Mills  Tellers. 

Morrison  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Parata  Millar. 


Allen 

Button 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Green 

Hall 

Harris 

Heke 

Majority  against,  11. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved  the  addition  of 
the  following  new  clause  : — 

"Section  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  of  the- 
principal  Aot  and  subsection  eight  of  section, 
twelve  of  '  The  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control 
Act,  1893/  are  hereby  repealed,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  it  is  enacted :  '  No  licensed  person  shall 
supply  intoxicating  liquor,  or  knowingly  allow 
the  same  to  be  supplied  (whether  by  way  of 
sale  or  otherwise,  and  whether  for  consumption 
on  or  off  the  premises),  to  any  woman,  or  to  any 
person  apparently  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
of  either  sex.' 

"  Every  licensed  person  who  permits  a  breach 
of  this  section,  and  every  person  who  actually 
gives  or  supplies  the  intoxicating  liquor,  shall 
be  liable  on  conviction  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing  ten  pounds  for  every  such  offence,  and  shall 
be  liable  to  have  his  license  suspended  for  three 
months  or  other  longer  period  in  the  discretion 
of  the  Bench." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  olause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  12. 

Button 

Maslin 

Stout. 

Carnell 

McGowan 

Tellers. 

Carroll 

Meredith 

Earnshaw 

Heke 

Saunders 

Hutchison,  W. 

Joyce 

Noes,  85. 

Allen 

Hall 

McKenzie,  R. 

Buick 

Hall-Jones 

MoLachlan 

Cadman 

Harris 

McNab 

Collins 

Hogg 

Mills 

Crowther 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Montgomery 

Duncan 

Lawry 

Morrison 

Flatman 

Mackintosh 

Parata 

Graham 

Massey 

Pinkerton 

Green 

McKenzie,  J. 

Russell,  G.  W. 
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Seddon  Tanner  Tellers. 

Smith,  G.  J.       Thompson,  T.    Mackenzie,  T. 
Steward  Ward.  Smith,  E.  M. 

Majority  against,  23. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  moved  to  report  pro- 


Ayes,  9. 

Collins 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Graham 

Parata 

Duncan 

La  wry 

Smith,  G.  J. 

McKenzie,  R. 

McGowan 

Noes,  35. 

Allen 

Heke 

Pinkerton 

Bell 

Hutchison,  W. 

Saunders 

Buick 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Button 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

C  adman 

Mackintosh 

Steward 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Stout 

Crowther 

Massey 

Tanner 

Earnshaw 

McKenzie,  J. 

Ward 

Flatman 

MoLachlan 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Mills 

McNab 

Harris 

Morrison 

Russell,  G.  W 

Majority  against,  26. 

Motion  negatived. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"The  bar  of  every  hotel  shall,  so  far  as  sell- 
ing alcoholic  liquors  to  any  person h  not  lodgers 
in  the  hotel  nor  bond  fide  travellers  visiting 
the  hotel,  be  deemed  a  shop  in  the  meaning  of 
'The  Shops  and  Shop-assistants  Act,  1894.'  " 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question! 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Allen 

Bell 

Buiek 

Carnell 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Hall-Jones 

Hutchison,  W. 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Graham 

Hall 

Harris 


Ayes,  23. 
Joyce 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McNab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 

Noes,  20. 
Heke 
Hogg 

Mackintosh 
MoLachlan 
Mills 
Parata 
Pinkerton 


Morrison 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Saunders 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Button 
Stout. 


Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Steward 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Lawry. 


For. 
Mitch  el  son 
Newman 
Pirani 
Te  Ao. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
MoKenzie,  J. 
Stevens 
Carncross 
Pere. 


Majority  for,  3. 
Clause  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  12th  September,  1895. 

Second  Beading— Third  Heading— Books,  &c,  to  be 
deposited  in  Library  —  Major  Brown  —  Dunedln 
Loans  Consolidation  BUI  — Wages  Attachment 
Abolition  Bill, 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at. 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

SECOND  READING. 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Servants'  Registry  Offices  Bill. 

BOOKS,  ETC.,  TO  BE  DEPOSITED 
IN  LIBRARY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  asked  the 
Attorney-General,  If  he  will  consider  the  de- 
sirableness of  requiring  all  persons  who  print 
for  publioation  or  dispersion  any  paper  or  book, 
in  addition  to  the  obligations  imposed  by  "  The 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Act,. 
1868,"  section  5,  also  to  deposit  one  copy  of 
such  paper  or  book  in  the  library  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand,  as  is  pro- 
vided for  certain  productions  by  "The  Fine 
Arts  Copyright  Act  1377  Amendment  Act, 
1879,"  section  5?  He  wished  to  explain  that 
it  had  repeatedly  come  to  his  knowledge  that 

Eersons  desirous  to  write  up  questions  of  past 
istory  often  found  themselves  unable  to  obtain 
access  to  old  documents.  Many  episodes  of 
old  colonial  life  had  been  illustrated  by  pam- 
phlets, which  at  the  time  appeared  to  be  of 
ephemeral  interest.  These  disappeared,  and 
those  who  wished  to  hunt  up  these  subjects 
afterwards  found  that  there  was  no  place  in 
which  access  could  be  obtained  to  them  for 
referenoe.  He  therefore  put  the  question  in 
the  hope  that  the  leader  of  the  Council  would 
see  his  way  to  consider  the  matter,  and,  if 
possible,  render  it  imperative  that  copies  of 
these  documents  should  be  depositee!  in  a 
library  for  reference  and  preservation. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  the 
matter  would  be  considered. 

MAJOR  BROWN. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  moved,  That  the  report 
of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Cfiarles  Brown%  of  Taranaki,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Government  for  its  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  said  he  was  not 
in  his  place  in  the  Council  last  year  when  this 
unfortunate  business  came  on  for  discussion; 
but  he  had  read  very  carefully  the  report  in 
Hansard  of  what  was  said  on  that  occasion, 
and  must  say  that  he  was  rather  astonished  at 
the  turn  which  that  discussion  took.  Taking, 
as  he  did,  a  very  high  view  of  the  duties  of 
an  interpreter,  ho  could  not  for  a  moment  ex- 
culpate Major  Brown  for  his  conduct  on  that 
occasion  of  a  receipt  for  £40  being  given  by 
a  Native  woman,  Maringa,  at  Motuera,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  New  Plymouth,  when,  in  fact,. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


156 


Major  Brown. 


[COUNCIL.]  Major  Brown.  [Sept.  12 


the  amount  received  was  only  £15.  He  ventured 
to  say  that  ninety-nine  sane  people  out  of  one 
hundred,  if  placed  in  the  position  that  Major 
Brown  was  in,  would  have  expressed  astonish- 
ment at  being  called  upon  to  interpret  a  receipt 
for  £40,  when  in  reality  the  sum  of  £15  only 
changed  hands.  That  Rum  of  £40  being  men- 
tioned in  the  receipt,  it  was  Major  Brown's  duty 
to  see  that  £40  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  this 
woman  Maringa.  If  the  woman  ohose  to  make 
a  foolish  use  of  that  money  afterwards,  so  much 
the  worse  for  her ;  but  it  was  his  duty  to  see 
that  the  money  was  placed  in  her  hands.  He 
fancied  he  was  not  taking  too  much  upon  him- 
self when  he  said  that  Major  Brown  knew 
every  Native  man,  woman,  and  child  in  Tara- 
naki,  and  could  tell  their  history ;  that  he  knew 
what  kaingas  they  belonged  to,  and  everything 
about  them  ;  and  it  was  therefore  impossible  to 
believe  for  a  moment  that  he  was  in  ignorance 
of  the  state  of  mind  of  this  unfortunate  woman. 
By  what  he  had  done  he  had  simply  opened  the 
door  for  corruption.  What  took  place  after- 
wards ?  It  enabled  a  man  to  make  a  claim  for 
deduction  of  over  £13,  whereas  on  investigation 
it  turned  out  that  he  was  entitled  to  something 
like  £3.  Then,  as  to  referring  the  matter  to 
any  tribunal,  he  thought  that  would  be  most 
unnecessary  and  most  improper.  The  Native 
Land  Court  had  been  mentioned.  Well,  let  any 
intelligent  Native  be  asked  what  his  opinion  of 
the  Native  Land  Court  was.  He  had  very  little 
doubt  that  if  Major  Brown's  case  were  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  Native  Land  Court  he  would 
•come  out  without  a  stain  upon  his  character. 
Any  further  agitation  of  this  question  was 
•quite  unnecessary.  Major  Brown  had  made 
his  reply  to  the  Government.  It  could  not  be 
-said  he  had  not  been  heard  in  his  defence.  He 
had  made  his  defence,  and  it  was  unsatisfac- 
tory to  the  Government.  Surely  the  Govern- 
ment was  perfectly  competent  to  decide  a  plain 
•question  of  this  kind  on  its  merits,  without 
having  to  refer  it  to  any  Court  whatever.  If 
the  Government  were  not  fit  to  do  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  the  Government  of  this  colony  for  a 
-single  day.     He  would  vote  again  fit  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  was  a 
little  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  just  spoken.  The 
matter  was  gone  into  very  carefully  last  ses- 
sion ;  and  the  question  was  this :  Whether  an 
interpreter  was  responsible  for  any  misstate- 
ment in  a  deed.  So  long  as  he  interpreted  the 
document  presented  to  him  correctly,  he  was 
not  responsible  for  any  error  in  the  document, 
or  for  any  misstatements  it  contained.  That 
was  not  his  business  at  all.  Major  Brown  had 
been  proved  to  demonstration  to  have  cor- 
rectly interpreted  the  document  presented  to 
him.  That  being  so,  this  fraud,  or  whatever 
took  place  afterwards,  was  altogether  beside 
the  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  first  spoken  had  mis- 
apprehended the  question  to  a  certain  extent. 
He  would  not  go  into  the  main  question.  The 
motion  was  simply  that  the  report  of  the  Pub- 
lic Petitions  Committee  should  be  referred  to 
Hon.  Mr.  Scotland 


the  Government  for  consideration.  Now,  if  the 
report  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Com- 
mittee was  simply  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Council,  it  would  never  reach  the  Government. 
He  might  say  with  regard  to  this  matter  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  son  of  the 
late  Hon.  Mr.  Man  tell.  He  had  himself  been 
absent  two  or  three  days,  and  on  returning  he 
had  found  a  letter  which  had  been  written  at 
the  request  of  the  late  Mr.  Mantell,  enclosing 
certain  documents,  which  might  have  been  of 
some  use  to  the  Committee.  The  letter  was 
written  on  the  day  before  the  late  Mr.  Mantell 
died.  Mr.  Mantel!  was  a  very  intimate  friend 
of  Major  Brown,  and  from  the  very  early  days 
they  had  been  connected  by  friendship,  and 
the  last  wishes  of  their  deceased  friend  were 
that  he  (Mr.  Kelly)  should  do  his  utmost  to 
restore  Major  Brown  to  his  position  as  inter- 
preter, in  order  that  in  his  old  age  be  should 
earn  a  livelihood.  He  thought,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  twelve  months  having 
elapsed,  that  if  Major  Brown  deserved  to  be 
punished  for  his  indiscretion,  or,  as  Judge 
Kettle  had  called  it,  his  irregular  conduct,  he 
had  already  suffered  sufficient.  He  had  in  his 
hand  seven  cases  of  a  similar  character,  which 
had  passed  the  Trust  Commission,  and  had 
been  described  as  grossly  irregular,  but  in  not 
a  single  case,  excepting  in  that  of  Major 
Brown,  had  any  one  been  punished.  The 
punishment  awarded,  he  thought,  was  suffi- 
ciently severe  already.  Major  Brown  had 
been  deprived  of  his  means  of  livelihood  for 
twelve  months,  and  had  been  struck  off  the  roll 
of  Justices ;  and  he  thought  now  it  would  be  a 
gracious  act  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
restore  him  to  the  position  of  licensed  inter- 
preter. Taking  the  whole  of  the  circumstances 
into  consideration,  that  would  be  a  gracious  act 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  entertain  the  sugges- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  was 
in  a  very  curious  position  at  the  present 
moment  with  regard  to  this  question,  and  he 
wished  to  say  nothing  about  it.  If  it  was  to 
be  referred  to  the  Government  in  Cabinet,  he 
would  have  something  to  say  on  the  matter. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  matter  being  re- 
ferred to  the  Government.  On  the  contrary, 
he  thought  if  an  injustioe  had  been  done  it 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Government.  He 
would  offer  no  remarks  on  the  main  question, 
until  the  matter  came  before  him  on  another 
occasion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  Council  was  inolined  to  accede  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  report.  The  report 
expressed  exactly  what  was  expressed  in  last 
year's  report.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Scotland  had  read  the  discussion 
and  the  report,  and  yet  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Council  wished  to  exculpate 
Major  Brown.  The  Council  had  done  nothing 
of  the  sort.  The  discussion  showed  that  what 
the  Council  had  done,  and  what  the  Com- 
mittee asked  the  Council  to  do,  was  to  say 
that  Major  Brown's  case  was  one  that  should 
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be  inquired  into.  That  was  exactly  the  posi- 
tion the  Committee  now  took  up.  The  Com- 
mittee believed  the  case  was  one  deserving 
of  inquiry,  and  did  not  for  a  moment  excul- 
pate} or  otherwise,  Major  Brown.  He  might 
say  the  petition  before  them  was  backed  up 
by  a  case  which  had  since  occurred  which  had 
gone  before  Judge  Conolly.  It  appeared  that 
Judge  Conolly  had  come  to  a  conclusion  quite 
opposite  to  that  expressed  by  Judge  Kettle. 
On  that  ground  the  Committee  thought  it  still 
more  desirable  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  Major  Brown's  case.  He  thought  it  wrong 
that  it  should  be  allowed  to  go  abroad  that 
the  Committee  was  at  all  anxious  to  exculpate 
Major  Brown.  The  Committee  did  not  know 
whether  he  deserved  the  censure  which  had 
been  passed  upon  him  or  not,  but  they  thought 
it  right  that  that  should  be  known. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

DUNEDIN  LOANS  CONSOLIDATION 
BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  he  was  told  by 
an  honourable  gentleman  in  another  Chamber 
that  this  was  a  Bill  to  increase  the  taxation  of 
the  people  of  Dunedin  to  an  enormous  extent, 
and  that  the  ratepayers  had  not  been  consulted 
as  to  the  increase  of  their  liabilities.  Before 
the  Bill  was  allowed  .to  pass  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
give  them  another  opportunity,  by  getting  the 
third  reading  postponed,  of  obtaining  further 
information  on  the  subject.  It  was  not  usual 
for  the  Council  to  increase  the  liability  of 
people  without  giving  them  an  opportunity  of 
voting  for  or  against  it.  It  was  a  rule  that  was 
well  established  that  there  should  be  no  in- 
crease of  liabilities  in  Corporations  except  with 
the  consent  of  the  people  actually  concerned. 
In  this  instance  this  had  not  been  obtained. 
He  moved)  Tliat  the  debate  be  adjourned  to 
to-morrow. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  he 
was  rather  surprised  at  the  motion  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  because  this  Bill  had 
now  been  before  the  Council  for  a  considerable 
time.  He  had  not  pressed  for  the  committal 
of  the  Bill  for  some  four  or  five  days,  and  the 
Bill  had  been  very  carefully  inquired  into  by 
the  Local  Bills  Committee.  Certain  amend- 
ments had  been  made  by  the  Committee  which 
had  been  given  effect  to  by  the  Council.  The 
whole  subject  had  been  prominently  discussed 
in  Dunedin  for  a  considerable  time,  and  part 
of  the  conversion  which  had  been  authorised 
last  session  had  taken  place.  It  was  believed 
the  effect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  save  the 
citizens  of  Dunedin  about  £11,000  a  year,  and 
there  was  not  a  single  member  from  Dunedin, 
so  far  as  he  knew,  who  had  any  sympathy  with 
opposition  to  the  Bill.  He  did  not  know  why 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  interesting  him- 
self in  this  matter,  and  could  see  no  occasion 
whatever  for  deferring  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill.    The  Bill  had  been  considered  in  every 


possible  way,  and  was  strongly  urged  by  the- 
City  Council  of  Dunedin  in  the  interests  of  the 
citizens.  It  would  effect  a  considerable  saving 
to  the  citizens  if  the  Bill  were  passed  and  the 
conversion  scheme  carried  out. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate  nega- 
tived, and  Bill  read  the  third  time. 

WAGES  ATTACHMENT  ABOLITION 
BILL. 

IK  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  moved  the  tol- 
lowing  new  clause  : — 

"  No  order  shall  be  made  attaching  wages  to* 
accrue  due  after  the  making  of  such  order." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  8. 

Bolt 

Jenkinson 

Taiaroa. 

Buckley 

MacGregor 

Feldwick 

McCulloagh 
Noes,  21. 

Acland 

McLean 

Scotland 

Barnicoat 

Ormond 

Shrimski 

Bonar 

Peacock 

Stewart 

Holmes 

Pharazyn 

Swan  son 

Jennings 

Pollen 

Walker,  W.  C. 

Johnston 

Reynolds 

Whitmore 

Kelly 

Richardson 

Williams. 

Majority  against 

13. 

New  clause  negatived. 

Bill  reported. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 

to  four  o'clock  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  12th  September,  1895. 

First  Headings— Third  Reading— Advances  to  Set- 
tlers—Rating on  Unimproved  Value  Bill— Order 
of  Business— Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill 
—Mining  Bill— Reprint  of  Statutes  Bill— Corrupt 
Practices  Prevention  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'olock. 
Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Pastoral  Tenants  Relief  Bill,  Wellington  Cor- 
poration and  Hospital  Contributors  Exchange 
BUI. 

THIRD  READING. 
Poisons  Importation  and  Carriage  Bill. 

ADVANCES  TO  SETTLERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McLACHLAN,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  the  number  of  advances  made 
under  "  The  Government  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act,  1894,"  up  to  the  end  of  July,  and  giving 
the  amount  advanced  in  each  electoral  district ; 
also,  the  amount  of  fees  received  from  unsuc- 
cessful applicants  in  each  electoral  district. 
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RATING  ON  UNIMPROVED  VALUE 
BILL. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time.'* 

Ayes,  48. 
Buddo  Hutchison,  W.  Reeves 

Buick  Joyce  Russell,  G.  W. 

•Cadman  Kelly,  W.  Saunders 

Carnell  Lang  Seddon 

Carroll  Larnach  Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins  Maslin  Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther  McGuire  Steward 

Duncan  McKenzie,J.      Tanner 

Flatman  McNab  Thompson,  T. 

Graham  Millar  Ward 

Hall  Mills  Wilson. 

Harris  Montgomery 

Hogg  Morrison  Tellers. 

Houston  Newman  McLachlan 

Hutchison,  G.  Pirani  Meredith. 

Noes,  12. 
.Allen  Mitchelson         Stout. 

Buchanan  Parata  Tellers. 

Duthie  Pinkerton  Bell 

Massey  Russell,  W.  R.  Green. 

McGowan 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Lawry  Mackenzie,  T. 

CamcroBS  Fraser 

Mackintosh.  Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  31. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  orders  of 
-the  day  be  postponed  from  No.  2  down  to 
No.  9  inclusive,  in  order  to  allow  of  Order 
No.  10 — Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill — 
being  proceeded  with,  as  it  was  a  matter  of 
urgency. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  once  more  rose 
to  protest  again 8 1  a  system  which  was  becom- 
ing too  common,  of  bringing  down  a  oorreoted 
Order  Paper,  and  then  bringing  on  business 
which  no  honourable  member  expected  to  be 
proceeded  with.  Here  the  proposal  was  that 
nine  orders  of  the  day  should  be  deliberately 
postponed  in  order  to  bring  up  a  Bill  which  no 
honourable  member  could  have  the  slightest 
suspicion  would  come  on  that  afternoon.  He 
was  afraid  that  herein  lay  the  secret  of  the 
whole  of  their  bad  legislation.  Ministers 
thought  they  were  playing  a  farce,  and  that 
members  ought  to  laugh  whenever  they  made 
a  joke.  Unless  Ministers  gave  the  House  fair- 
play,  the  scenes  of  the  previous  night  would  be 
continually  repeated  of  members  endeavouring 
to  legislate  on  subjects  they  could  not  under- 
stand. He  thought  the  House  would  be  wrong 
in  allowing  the  postponement  of  these  orders 
of  the  day  when  the  corrected  Order  Paper  had 
only  been  placed  in  their  hands  a  few  minutes 
previously.  He  would  divide  the  House  on 
this  question  as  a  token  that  he  disapproved  of 
such  action. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  he  was  very  much  as- 


tonished at  the  remarks  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  when  he  told  the  House  that  mem- 
bers were  deceived  as  to  the  order  of  business  by 
the  numbers  of  different  Bills  appearing  on  the 
Order  Paper.  The  honourable  gentleman  must 
know  that  honourable  members  did  not  know 
until  they  came  into  the  House  what  the  order 
of  business  would  be.  Therefore  they  should 
be  prepared  to  go  on  with  any  business  which 
the  Government  proposed.  It  was  not  as 
though  the  Order  Paper  had  been  fixed  twenty- 
four  hours  ago.  The  Order  Paper  was  only 
given  to  honourable  members  a  few  minutes 
before  they  came  into  the  House,  and  therefore 
they  did  not  know  what  was  to  be  gone  on 
with  until  the  House  commenced  to  sit. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  was  an  aggrava- 
tion of  the  offence. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  it  was  not  an  aggrava- 
tion by  the  Government,  but  by  the  Standing 
Orders  they  had  adopted. 

o  0  Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  leader  of 

the  Opposition  could  very  easily  have 
ascertained  for  himself  what  was  to  be  the 
order  of  the  day  if  he  had  only  looked  behind 
the  chair.  That  was  very  often  the  quarter 
where  the  first  intimation  was  given  to  mem- 
bers on  all  sides  of  the  House  of  what  was  to  be 
the  order  of  business.  They  had  only  to  look  to 
see  what  departments  were  represented  behind 
the  chair  in  order  to  understand  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  business  to  be  brought  forward. 
Ten  minutes  previously  he  had  ventured  to 
inform  honourable  members  sitting  around  him 
that  the  Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill 
would  be  the  next  order,  merely  from  observing 
the  presenoe  of  several  officers  of  the  Taxing 
Department  behind  the  chair.  How  did  the 
Premier  imagine  that  members  on  either  side 
of  the  House  could  come  there  prepared  to  do 
business,  when  they  were  unable  to  ascertain 
the  order  in  which  the  various  items  of  busi- 
ness would  be  brought  forward — unable,  in  fact, 
to  get  the  information  with  which  they  ought 
to  be  prepared  before  debating  the  measures 
brought  before  them  ?  The  Government  in  this 
matter  were  simply  incorrigible,  and  insisted 
upon  doing  this  session  what  they  had  done 
every  session  since  they  had  come  into  office. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  supposed  the  old  line- would 
be  remembered,  and  might  serve  to  explain 
the  position  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Grey  was  taking  up :  "  Coming  events  cast 
their  shadows  before  them."  The  defence  of 
the  Government  seemed  to  have  been  in- 
trusted to  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Grey;  but  he  (Sir  R.  Stout)  thoroughly 
agreed  with  what  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
had  said  about  the  order  of  business.  This  was 
not  the  only  case  in  which  this  sort  of  thing 
had  been  done.  Throughout  the  whole  of  this 
session  the  Standing  Orders,  almost  on  every 
occasion,  had  been  deliberately  set  aside, 
private  members*  days  had  been  taken  away 
from  them,  questions  had  been  refused  an- 
swers,  

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  was  outside  the 
business  now  before  the  House,  which  was  the 
postponement  of  certain  orders  of  the  day. 
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Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  was  only  giving  a  rea- 
son why  that  should  not  be  done. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's reason  was  too  far- fetched. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  would  put  it  in 
another  way. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  they  must  adhere  to  the 
question  now  before  the  House,  whether  cer- 
tain orders  should  be  postponed  or  not. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  objected  to  the  postponement, 
because  it  was  in  violation  of  their  Standing 
■Orders,  which  were  supposed  to  guide  them. 
An  Order  Paper  was  brought  up  showing  that 
they  had  to  discuss  certain  Bills,  and  suddenly, 
without  a  word  of  warning,  they  had  a  Bill 
which  was  further  down  the  list  started  as  a 
surprise  upon  them.  The  Government  had 
plenty  of  time  to  arrange  the  order  of  business, 
■and  they  knew  perfectly  well  how  it  was  to  be 
carried  out.  It  was  absurd  to  say  that  this  was 
■a  matter  of  urgency.  It  had  been  on  the  Order 
Paper  for  many  weeks,  and  altogether  he  felt 
bound  to  say  there  was  no  urgency  about  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  Premier  express  a  wish  to  have  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  suspended  because  this  was  a  matter 
of  urgency. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  wish  to  have  the 
Standing  Orders  suspended  at  all. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  stated  that  he  moved  the  Standing 
Orders  should  be  suspended  in  order  to  bring 
Order  No.  10  forward  as  a  matter  of  urgency. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  merely  moved  that 
the  other  orders  should  be  postponed  in  order 
to  bring  No.  10  on. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  surely  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  dispute  the  statement 
that  he  used  the  words  "  as  a  matter  of  urgency." 
Now,  what  could  be  the  urgency  about  this  par- 
ticular Bil  1  ?  His  honourable  friend  behind  him 
-said  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  money. 
If  that  was  the  case,  he  was  going  to  introduce 
*  very  important  departure,  for  this  Bill  was 
intended  to  fix  earlier  dates  for  the  collection  of 
taxes,  which  meant  that  for  this  year  the  taxes 
would  practically  be  doubled.  The  Bill  pro- 
vided that  the  land-tax  should  be  payable  on 
the  17th  of  August  and  the  income-tax  on  the 
-31st  of  January,  or  on  such  later  days  as  might 
be  prescribed.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  not  do  this  year  what  they  did  last  year, 
and  collect  the  land-tax  four  months  ahead  of 
the  time. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that,  relying  on  the  Order 
Paper,  three  members  from  his  side  of  the 
House  had  gone  out,  having  no  idea  that  the 
business  set  down  was  going  to  be  suspended. 
It  was  impossible  for  members  to  be  constant 
in  their  attendance  or  to  be  prepared  for  these 
surprises.  Unless  they  were  always  there  they 
•could  never  tell  what  unexpected  business  might 
be  sprung  upon  them.  He  thought  the  House 
should  not  agree  to  the  proposed  alteration  of 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  this  was  what  honour- 
able gentlemen  used  to  term  a  corrected  Order 
Paper.    Day  after  day  it  came  down  at  the  last 


minute.  In  former  days  it  used  to  be  printed 
in  the  forenoons,  and  when  that  was  done  mem- 
bers knew  what  was  what.  It  was  exceedingly 
inconvenient  to  have  a  postponement  of  this 
kind,  for  no  one  could  go  out  of  the  chamber 
for  a  few  minutes  without  running  the  risk  of 
a  sudden  surprise  taking  place  in  his  absence. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  the  Premier  wished  to 
bring  forward  was  to  prevent  the  necessity  for 
the  issue  of  Treasury  bills.  The  honourable 
gentleman  professed  a  great  dislike  to  them, 
and  he  wanted  to  save  money,  being  the  in- 
terest for  one  quarter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  not  at  liberty  to  introduce  matter  of 
that  kind  on  a  question  of  the  postponement 
of  the  orders  of  the  day.  The  debate  must  be 
restricted  to  the  question  of  postponement. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said,  at  any  rate,  the  pretended 
object  of  the  Bill  was  that  the  Treasurer  should 
not  be  obliged  to  resort  to  an  issue  of  Treasury 
bills. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition had  tried  to  look  serious  when  objecting 
to  this  slight  alteration,  but  he  did  not  play  his 
part  very  well.  It  was  plain  enough  that  the 
members  sitting  with  him  on  that  side  of  the 
House  admitted  the  Government  had  a  right 
to  fix  the  Order  Paper.  The  Government  had 
a  right  to  decide  what  business  was  to  come  on, 
and,  having  fixed  the  Order  Paper,  there  was 
nothing  unreasonable  in  clearing  off  ten  orders 
of  the  day.  There  was  nothing  ahead  of  them 
that  was  debatable. 

An  Hon.  Member.— The  Asiatics  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Asiatics  Bill  was 
nothing ;  he  expected  to  see  that  going  through 
in  about  ten  minutes:  and  he  was  sure  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  was  not  prepared  to  remain  in  the 
House  to  go  on  with  the  Asiatics  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  The  Corrupt  Practices 
Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Nor  the  Corrupt  Praotioes 
Bill.  Those  matters  were  of  no  moment  at  all. 
But  the  public  business  demanded  that  this 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill  should  be 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.  The  question 
was  not  one  whether  or  not  they  were  going  to 
put  on  these  taxes,  but  what  was  fixed  up  in 
the  Bill  was  what  had  been  done  in  former 
years.  They  wanted  this  particular  Bill  in  the 
interest  of  the  Taxing  Department. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— In  the  interest  of  the 
Taxing  Department ! 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And,  of  course,  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  colony.  He  might  say  that  it  was 
owing  to  an  oversight  of  his  that  the  Bill  in 
question  was  not  put  on  top  of  the  Order  Paper 
that  morning.  And,  so  far  as  concerned  the 
reason  which  had  been  urged  against  it,  he  said 
that  members  should  not  come  into  the  House 
and  immediately  leave  again,  thinking  that  a 
certain  Bill  was  not  to  come  on,  because  ib 
might  come  on.  It  was  their  business  to  stop 
there  and  do  the  business  of  the  country,  and 
not  go  wandering  about  the  streetB  of  Welling- 
ton, leaving  others  to  do  the  work.  That  was 
no  excuse  at  all.    The  Bill  in  question  would 
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be  settled  in  a  few  minutes,  and  would  not  in 
the  least  disturb  the  orders.  Possibly  they 
would  clear  the  Order  Paper ;  at  any  rate,  he 
believed  they  might  stop  at  the  Representation 
Bill.  They  had  not  done  muoh  recently,  and 
he  thought  members  were  now  in  a  frame  of 
mind  to  do  some  work,  and  he  wished  to  en- 
courage them  in  that. 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  83. 

Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Reeves 

Buick 

Larnach 

Saunders 

Gadman 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

Meredith 

Stevens 

Crowther 

Millar 

Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

Mills 

Ward 

Flatman 

Morrison 

Willis. 

Guinness 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Pinkerton 

Cam  ell 

Hogg 

Pirani 

Montgomery. 

Houston 

Noes,  26. 

Allen 

Hutchison,  G 

.   Russell,  W.  R 

Bell 

Joyce 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Buohanan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Steward 

Dutliie 

Massey 

Stout 

Earnshaw 

McLachlan 

Tanner 

Graham 

McNab 

Wilson. 

Green 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Newman 

Lang 

Heke 

Russell,  G.  W 
Pairs. 

.  McGuire. 

Fpr 

Against. 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 

CarncroBS 

Fraser 

Mackintosh. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for, 

7. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LAND  AND  INCOME  ASSESSMENT 

BILL. 
Mr.  WARD. — Sir,  there  are  three  matters 
chiefly  dealt  with  in  this  Bill,  and  I  propose 
to  refer  to  them  briefly.  The  first  is  the 
alteration  of  the  proposed  date  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  land-tax.  A  reference  to  the 
Bill  shows  that  it  is  proposed  to  collect  the 
land-tax  on  the  17th  August.  That  fixes  the 
date  generally,  but  the  Governor  in  Council 
has  power  to  postpone  the  date.  I  propose  to 
tell  the  House  why  it  is  desirable  to  fix  the 
date  for  the  collection  of  the  tax  on  the  17th 
August :  it  is  to  enable  the  money  to  be  in  the 
Treasury  before  the  6th  September.  The  four- 
teen days'  grace  expiring  on  the  81st  August 
enables  the  money  10  be  remitted  by  the 
San  Francisco  mail,  which  reaches  London  in 
time  for  the  November  payments.  This  is  an 
important  matter,  and  I  wish  the  House  to 
understand  why  it  is  desirable  to  collect  the 
tax  on  this  date.  It  is  desirable  that  we 
should  have  no  uncertainty,  as  far  as  the  in- 
tention of  the  Treasury  to  collect  the  tax  on  a 
particular  date  is  concerned.  At  the  end  of 
October  we  have  to  provide  yearly  a  payment 
of  £600,000  for  interest.  This  sum  is  one  of  the 
Mr.  Seddon 


largest  annual  payments  that  have  to  be  made 
in  London,  and  therefore  it  is  necessary,  in  the- 
absence  of  loan -moneys  available  in  London, 
either  to  have  the  cash  available  here,  or  an 
undue  issue  of  Treasury  bills  in  order  to  provide 
for  its  payment  in  London  on  that  date.  It- 
appears  to  me  to  be  desirable,  in  the  conduct  of 
the  finances  of  this  country,  not  to  issue  Trea- 
sury bills  unnecessarily ;  and  to  prevent  their 
issue  we  have  to  provide  by  ordinary  taxation 
in  the  ordinary  way  the  necessary  funds  to  meet 
the  payment.  The  Government  is  as  anxious 
as  any  member  of  the  House  could  be  not  to* 
collect  the  land-tax  on  a  date  that  may  be  ob- 
jectionable to  those  who  have  to  pay  it;  but,, 
whilst  we  have  every  desire  to  make  it  as  con- 
venient to  pay  the  tax  as  possible,  it  is  neces- 
sary under  the  altered  circumstances  of  the 
general  finance  of  this  oountry  that  our  land- 
tax,  which  is  one  of  the  great  sources  of  our 
revenue,  should  come  in  about  the  proposed 
date,  in  order  to  enable  payments  to  oe  made 
in  London  on  the  date  to  which  I  refer.  As 
honourable  members  are  aware,  and  as  has 
been  said  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington Suburbs,  Treasury  bills  are  issued 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  in  anti- 
cipation of  revenue.  It  is  not  contemplated 
that,  in  the  ordinary  anticipation  of  revenue 
of  this  country,  the  Treasury  bills  issued  for 
that  purpose  shall  in  addition  have  thrown 
upon  them  the  provision  for  such  a  large 
sum  as  this,  which  from  year  to  year  must* 
as  long  as  our  interest  is  payable  in  London, 
be  transmitted  to  England.  Honourable  mem- 
bers will  recognise  that  under  this  Bill  it  ia 
proposed,  through  the  Governor  in  Council,  to 
enable  the  date,  if  necessity  arises,  to  be  post- 
poned. I  think  it  is  necessary  in  the  interests 
of  the  country,  and  it  is  desirable,  that  the  date 
should  be  fixed,  and  that  neither  this  Govern- 
ment nor  any  future  Government  in  New  Zea- 
land should  find  itself  in  a  false  position  owing 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  finance  of  the  coun 
try  and  the  necessity  for  providing  money  for 
transmission  to  London ;  that  no  misconcep- 
tion should  exist  in  the  minds  of  honourable 
members  as  to  the  action  of  the  Government  in> 
this  House  which  may  be  misconstrued  outside 
this  House  in  New  Zealand,  and  misconstrued 
in  England,  which  was  the  case  in  connection 
with  the  last  collection  of  the  land-tax.  That 
misconstruction  led,  as  honourable  members 
know,  to  a  very  undesirable  state  of  affairs,  aa 
far  as  adverse  criticism  was  concerned  on  the 
finances  of  New  Zealand ;  and  in  my  opinion 
that  criticism  was  not  justifiable.  On  the 
contrary,  it  was  very  unwarrantable.  But  the 
collection  of  our  land-tax  last  year  on  the  date 
to  which  I  refer,  for  the  first  time  under 
ordinary  circumstances  to  enable  our  finanoial 
necessities  to  be  met  in  England,  did  call  forth 
very  strong  animadversions  from  people  in  this 
country  who  were  of  necessity  not  so  con- 
versant with  the  financial  requirements  of 
the  country  as  the  Government  of  the  day. 
I  say  that  in  my  opinion  it  is  not  desir- 
able that  the  credit  of  the  oountry  should  be 
injured  in  consequence  of  any  suggestions  of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQLC 


1895.] 


Land  and  Income  [HOUSE.] 


Assessment  Bill. 


161 


those  who  may  twit  the  Government  with  the 
collection  of  the  tax  on  that  date.  With  this 
object  alone,  I  ask  the  House  to  make  the  date 
a  fixed  one  for  the  collection  of  the  tax ;  and 
honourable  members  will  see  that  under  this 
Bill  no  Government  can  collect  the  tax  prior 
to  the  date  mentioned,  but  by  Order  in  Coun- 
cil they  may  defer  it  to  a  more  convenient  time 
if  the  necessities  of  the  Treasurer  or  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Treasury  warrant  that  being 
done.  There  is  no  alteration  made  as  far  as 
the  collecting  of  the  income-tax  is  concerned. 
It  is  proposed  to  collect  it  on  the  Slst  January. 
We  make  it  as  late  in  the  year  as  possible,  so  as 
to  give  time  to  press  for  late  payments  before 
the  Slst  March,  and  it  is  desirable  to  keep  it 
as  far  away  from  Christmas  and  the  new-year 
holidays  as  possible,  as  it  may  affect  business 
people  who  are  away  from  their  homes  or 
absent  from  business  about  those  dates.  I 
need  hardly  point  out  to  the  House  that  at 
the  best  it  is,  under  any  circumstances,  never 
a  pleasant  matter  for  people  to  pay  taxation, 
and  it  is  never  an  agreeable  duty  for  those 
who  have  to  collect  taxation  ;  and,  if  the 
circumstances  of  the  Treasury  could  admit 
of  the  deferring  of  the  collection  of  the 
land-tax  to  a  much  later  date,  I  need  hardly 
inform  honourable  members  that  would  be 
done.  But,  for  the  reasons  I  have  given,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  desirable  that  the  land-tax  should 
be  fixed  to  come  in  about  the  time  I  have 
mentioned.  And  I  think  it  is  as  well  that 
the  people  of  this  country  should,  by  having 
a  fixed  date,  know  when  the  payment  is  to  be 
made,  and  make  provision  accordingly.  As  far 
as  the  rates  are  concerned,  they  are  the  same 
as  at  present,  and  no  change  can  be  made  in 
the  rate  except  by  special  Act.  In  this  Bill 
there  is  one  exception  to  this,  which  honour- 
able members  will  notice.  The  income-tax 
payable  by  companies  is  fixed  at  Is.  In  the 
present  Act  there  is  certain  phraseology  under 
cover  of  which  one  particular  company  in  the 
colony  was  able  to  claim  to  be  charged  at  6d. 
on  the  interest  paid  to  debenture-holders,  and, 
although  informed  by  the  law  officers  that 
there  was  no  such  intention  when  the  Bill  was 
passed  by  this  House,  nevertheless  legally  this 
company  has  been  able  to  escape  paying  the 
extra  6d. ;  and  in  order  to  put  all  companies  in 
the  same  position  this  alteration  is  proposed  in 
the  Bill,  so  as  to  insure  the  original  inten- 
tion, which  was  the  collection  of  the  tax  at  a 
uniform  rate  of  Is.  The  second  part  of  the 
Bill  deals  with  the  tax  on  Maori  interest  in 
Native  lands.  The  interest  of  tenants  is 
generally  in  improvements,  and  the  owner's 
interest  is  often  less  and  never  greater  than  the 
capital  value  of  the  land,  and,  as  the  tenants 
have  been  paying  local  rates  on  the  land  for 
many  years,  the  owner  is  in  no  danger  of  over- 
valuation. I  may  say,  in  one  or  two  cases, 
values  have  been  too  high,  and  in  those  cases 
the  department  has  made  some  reduotion.  And 
in  one  or  two  instances,  where  the  tax  has 
pressed  heavily  on  the  Natives,  a  small  con- 
cession has  been  promised  when  the  next 
annual  payment  is  to  be  made.    This  conoes- 
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sion  was  promised  on  the  representation  of  the 
Public  Trustee,  who  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
Native  lands.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  the 
department  is  not  exacting  in  regard  to  its 
pound  of  flesh  as  far  as  dealing  with  this  mat- 
ter is  concerned.  The  desire  of  the  department 
is  to  deal  fairly  with  the  Natives.  We  may  be 
told,  in  connection  with  this  matter,  by  some 
Native  representatives,  that  10  per  cent,  duty 
is  paid  by  the  Natives.  I  wish  to  refer  to  this, 
because  this  duty  is  only  paid  by  them  when 
the  land  is  sold 

Mr.  PARATA.— Or  leased. 

Mr.  WARD. Or  leased  for  a  period  exceed- 
ing twenty-one  years.  When  land  is  producing 
an  annual  revenue  I  think  it  may  fairly  come 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  be  asked 
to  contribute  to  the  taxation  of  the  country.  I 
say,  as  long  as  the  land  is  occupied,  and  rent 
is  being  paid,  we  tax  it  whether  it  has  passed 
the  Native  Land  Court  or  not.  While  certain 
members  may  take  exception  to  this  it  ap- 
pears to  carry  out  what  was  the  desire  and  the 
distinctly-expressed  wish  of  this  House  when 
the  legislation  in  connection  with  Native 
lands  was  passed  by  this  House.  However, 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  hear  what  honourable 
members  have  to  say  regarding  this  point,  and 
to  give  it  every  consideration.  The  question 
of  a  number  of  Natives  being  interested  in 
any  particular  block  may  come  up  and  be  the 
subject  of  discussion  by  members.  The  law 
provides  that  jointly -owned  land  is  to  be  as- 
sessed as  if  owned  by  one  person.  In  dealing 
with  this,  I  may  refer  to  the  graduated-tax 
aspect  of  the  matter,  and  deal  with  the  two 
aspects  in  one  set  of  remarks.  One  reason  for 
treating  Native  lands  in  this  way  is  the  almost 
insuperable  difficulty  of  grouping  the  land  so 
as  to  be  sure  that  the  ownership  is  right.  Sup* 
posing  there  are  twenty  Native  owners  of  one 
block  and  twenty  of  an  adjoining  block,  the 
tenant  may  be  the  same,  but  you  cannot  tell 
that  the  same  twenty  Natives  own  both  blocks. 
That  is  the  difficulty.  The  full  graduated 
land-tax  is  not  collectable  for  this  one  obvious 
reason:  that  the  departmental  officers  cannot 
discriminate  as  to  who '  the  owners  are,  so  as 
to  enable  them  to  oolleot  the  graduated  tax. 
And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  so  far  as  the  num- 
ber of  Native  owners  in  connection  with  the 
block  is  concerned,  after  all  is  said  and  done 
it  only  amounts  to  a  difference  of  a  few  pence 
or  shillings  deducted  from  the  share  of  each 
in  the  rent,  as  the  case  may  be.  And  it  would 
not  under  any  circumstances  be  a  large  sum. 
But  this  matter  of  dealing  with  Native-owned 
blocks,  where  there  are  a  number  of  owners, 
and  the  difficulty  of  discriminating,  renders  it 
necessary  that  a  uniform  system  should  be 
followed.  They  require  to  be  treated  somewhat 
differently  from  Europeans,  and  you  cannot  levy 
the  graduated  land-tax  on  individual  owners  on 
account  of  the  system  by  which  lands  are  held 
by  the  Natives,  and  for  this  reason  alone  this 
variation  of  the  law  is  suggested  here.    Those 

o  qq     are  the  chief  points  in  the  Bill.    I 

merely  desire,  in  moving  the  second 

reading,  to  say  that  I  hope  the  House  will  see 
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the  necessity  for  making  the  date  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  land-tax  a  fixed  one. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Will  you  tell  us  when 
that  is  to  be  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— It  will  be  this  year  about  the 
middle  of  October.  It  was  not  possible  this 
year  to  bring  the  Bill  up  for  consideration  at 
an  earlier  date  so  as  to  enable  us  to  collect  the 
land-tax  this  year  as  proposed  in  the  Bill.  The 
tax  will  be  collected  this  year  about  the  middle 
of  October.  In  asking  the  House  to  make  this' 
alteration  in  the  law,  for  obvious  reasons  I 
think  it  is  desirable.  There  is  no  variation 
proposed  in  the  tax.  The  Bill  merely  fixes  the 
date,  so  that  people  will  know  when  the  tax  is 
to  be  paid,  and  that  no  Government  can  collect 
it  before  the  date  fixed  in  the  Act.  As  I  have 
indicated  to  the  House,  it  is  necessary,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Government,  to  fix  the  date  I 
have  named  for  the  collection  of  the  tax ;  and 
I  beg  now  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  I  should  first  of  all 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  assertions 
made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  the  credit 
of  the  colony  was  injured  in  England  by  the 
statements  made  by  members  of  the  Opposition 
with  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  land-tax 
last  year.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  refer 
to  Hansard,  he  will  find  that  it  was  he  himself 
and  his  colleagues  who  made  the  statement 
which  many  people  considered  as  injurious  to 
the  credit  of  the  colony.  It  was  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  stated  that  the  colony 
would  be  unable  to  meet  its  engagements  in 
England  unless  the  land-tax  was  collected 
earlier  than  the  ordinary  date.  I  just  mention 
this  matter.  We  have,  however,  discussed  it 
bo  often  and  so  unsuccessfully  that  I  do  not 
suppose  we  shall  be  able  to  agree  on  anything ; 
but,  if  there  was  any  injury  done  to  the  credit 
of  the  colony,  it  was  not  by  the  Opposition 
members  of  this  House,  but  by  Ministers  them- 
selves, sitting  on  those  benches,  and  sitting 
there  "  with  a  due  sense  of  the  responsibility 
involved."  I  am  amused  at  the  custom  Minis- 
ters are  getting  into  of  appearing  in  the  House 
like  a  barrister  holding  a  brief  in  Court.  We 
hear  that  in  England  the  leading  barristers 
are  so  overpowered  by  work,  or  by  the  press  of 
business,  that  they  hardly  have  time  to  read 
their  briefs  until  they  come  into  Court,  and 
their  natural  acuteness  enables  them  to  carry 
their  case  through  by  merely  glancing  at  their 
brief  now  and  again  as  the  case  proceeds.  We 
have  had  an  illustration  to-day  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  coming  into  the  House  with  his  brief 
unread.  He  did  not  actually  know  the  provi- 
sions of  his  own  Bill,  and  he  had  to  refer  to  some 
person  —  his  attorney  —  who  was  not  within 
the  precincts  of  the  House,  before  he  could  give 
an  answer  to  a  question  from  this  side  of  the 
House  involved  in  the  levying  of  the  tax.  In- 
deed, he  must  have  had  some  kind  of  an  old 
brief,  because  he  told  us  that  the  provision  for 
the  collection  of  the  land-tax  on  the  17th 
August  was  to  enable  money  to  be  remitted 
forthwith  to  England  to  meet  the  payment  of 
interest  to  the  extent  of  £600,000,  which  falls 
Mr.  Ward 


due  early  in  November,  and  that  it  was 
tial  to  remit  that  money  to  England  by  the 
Fr'isco  mail  leaving  on  the  6th  September. 
That  date  and  mail  have  gone  long  ago,  and, 
although  possibly  the  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  replies,  may  tell  us  that  he  is  only 
anticipating  the  procedure  in  the  future,  there 
is  nothing  in  that  argument  whatsoever,  for 
surely  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  who 
has  boasted  so  frequently  about  the  strong 
finance  he  has  seoured,  and  the  extremely 
solvent  and  good  position  of  New  Zealand,  and 
the  readiness  with  which  our  revenue  comes 
in,  cannot  say  it  is  necessary  to  impose  a  tax 
on  a  particularly  early  date  in  order  to  remit 
money  to  England  twelve  months  hence.  If 
so,  it  shows  that  our  finance  must  be  actually 
a  weak  one,  and  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
no  power  of  devising  any  means  to  ease  the 
system  of  collecting  the  tax  than  the  one  he 
has  now  put  before  us.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  principle  which  is  laid  down  generally, — 
that  in  collecting  a  tax,  or  in  imposing  a  tax,  a 
Treasurer  ought  to  endeavour  to  find  means  to 
make  the  tax  press  as  little  heavily  as  possible 
upon  the  persons  upon  whom  it  is  imposed, — 
is  steadily  ignored.  If  there  is  one  time  in  the 
year  when  the  farmer  has  more  difficulty  in 
finding  money  than  another,  it  would  be  pre- 
cisely about  the  17th  of  August.  That  is  the 
very  end  of  his  financial  year.  His  financial 
year  is  not  an  arbitrary  date  fixed  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament. This  date  is  the  one  up  to  which  he 
has  had  large  outgoings,  and,  for  many  months 
previously,  few  incomings.  His  grain  has  long 
ago  been  Bold  and  disposed  of;  his  fat  cattle 
are  gone ;  his  wool  and  other  produce  have  been 
disposed  of;  and  while  he  has  been  called 
upon  for  considerable  expenditure  to  prosecute 
the  necessary  works  upon  his  farm  to  produce 
his  crops  from  which  his  tax  is  to  be  paid,  and 
to  enable  him  to  meet  his  own  engagements, 
he  is  the  least  able  to  find  money  to  pay  taxeB. 
It  is  the  very  date  beyond  all  others  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  has  seleoted  as  the  time  to 
make  this  exasperating  demand.  If  it  were 
necessary  to  collect  this  money  at  that  par- 
ticular date  to  remit  it  to  England,  which  I 
deny  altogether— and  it  is  an  argument  which 
will  not  hold  water — why  should  not  the  in- 
come-tax be  collected  on  that  particular  date 
also  ? — because  the  persons  who  have  regular 
incomes  are  more  easily  able  to  find  money 
at  any  date  than  the  man  who  is  dependent 
upon  his  returns  from  grazing  or  cultivation. 
The  former  is  the  man  who  would  be  more  able 
to  meet  this  demand,  and  to  whom  the  collection 
of  it  at  the  date  mentioned  would  be  less  incon- 
venient than  to  the  farming  class.  In  other 
words,  the  tax  will  be  taken  from  the  pockets  of 
those  who  are  the  least  able  to  pay  it.  With 
regard  to  imposing  taxation  on  Maori  land,  I 
admit  that  I  have  always  thought  the  time 
should  come  when  Native  land,  like  all  other 
land,  should  be  subject  to  taxation,  and  there- 
fore, to  that  extent,  I  can  find  no  fault  with 
this  Bill.  I  would  point  out  to  the  House  that, 
though  from  the  very  first  I  have  argued  that 
it  is  right  that  Native  lands  should  be  liable 
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to  taxation,  I  have  also  said  that  the  Natives 
should  he  given  equality  of  rights  in  regard  to 
disposal  of  their  lands.  In  reference  to  the 
legislation  which  took  place  last  session,  we 
had  then  an  illustration  that  we  were  treating 
the  Native  people  differently  from  ourselves. 
Probably  there  are  cases  where  the  Natives  have 
leased  land  formerly  for  a  long  period  of  years 
at  a  low  rental,  though  the  value  of  the  land 
has  since  risen  very  much ;  but  their  receipts 
will  be  gradually  reduced  by  taxing  the  im- 
proved values  of  the  land,  and  they  will  then 
have  nothing  to  receive  as  rents  at  all.  Again, 
if  you  impose  taxation  upon  his  land,  you  have 
no  right  to  prohibit  the  Maori  dealing  with  his 
land ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  believe  that  it  is 
injurious  to  the  Native  race  to  treat  them  as  if 
they  were  children,  unfit  to  be  trusted  to  man- 
age their  own  affairs,  or  to  deprive  them  of  the 
privileges  that  the  Europeans  have  coupled 
with  all  the  responsibilities  of  taxation.  Under 
the  system  proposed  in  the  Bill,  although  I 
agree  that  it  is  equitable  that  the  Native  should 
he  taxed,  it  will  not  be  proper  to  impose  the  taxa- 
tion unless  in  doing  so  you  give  him  the  alter- 
native of  parting  with  the  land  to  the  individual, 
as  the  Government  pay  a  price  considerably 
below  the  current  market  value.  It  appears  to 
me  that  in  bringing  in  a  Bill  in  the  way  this 
Bill  was  introduced  this  afternoon  we  are 
violating  a  great  principle.  This  is  a  question 
involving  the  taxation  of  the  people  brought 
up  without  notice,  and,  although  it  may  be 
said  that  members  should  be  in  the  House 
night  and  day,  and  at  all  hours,  it  16  quite  im- 
possible for  an  honourable  member  to  deal  with 
all  the  questions  there  are  on  the  Order  Paper 
with  any  proper  intelligence  at  a  moment's 
notice,  or  to  debate  a  Bill  of  this  kind  unex- 
pectedly. We  have  a  right  to  prepare  ourselves 
for  the  business  that  is  likely  to  be  brought  be- 
fore us.  Our  position  and  that  of  Ministers  are 
entirely  different.  We  do  not  know  what  busi- 
ness is  coming  before  us  until  we  see  it  on  the 
Order  Paper,  and,  having  seen  the  business  on 
4he  Order  Paper,  and  not  being  interested  in  it, 
it  is  perfectly  right  that  members  should  be 
able  to  go  and  attend  to  other  business,  or,  if 
they  think  fit,  to  take  a  breath  of  fresh  air. 
There  are  many  matters  that  members  have 
to  consider — such  as  those  dealing  with  taxa- 
tion, Native  affairs,  or  licensing — in  regard  to 
which  there  may  be  men  who  are  more  con- 
versant with  the  subject  one  than  another, 
-and,  such  being  the  case,  I  suppose  no  one 
would  say  that  it  is  desirable  that  every  mem- 
ber should  speak  on  every  subject.  But  it  is 
desirable  that  we  a  ho  u  Id  know  what  busi- 
ness is  coming  before  the  House,  so  that  the 
fullest  discussion  should  be  given  to  each  sub- 
ject by  those  men  who  are  particularly  quali- 
fied to  deal  with  it.  There  is  another  point  that 
the  Treasurer  has  scarcely  touched  upon,  and 
it  is  a  very  important  one.  By  clause  5  we  are 
making  a  permanent  fixed  charge  of  the  land- 
tax  under  the  Assessment  Act,  instead  of  carry- 
ing out  the  custom,  which  I  believe  has  been 
pursued  in  all  representative  institutions,  of 
-bringing  down  taxation  Bills  annually,  so  that 


there  should  be  full  consideration  on  the  question 
of  taxation.  That  departure  -  from  the  proper 
custom  is,  I  believe,  part  of  the  scheme  of 
this  Government  not  to  remit  taxation,  not  to 
make  the  taxation  as  light  as  they  possibly  can, 
but  rather  on  every  occasion  to  impose  taxa- 
tion of  a  drastic  nature  on  the  people,  giving 
them  as  little  opportunity  of  knowing  anything 
about  the  matter  as  they  possibly  can.  The 
Treasurer's  argument  in  asking  us  to  pass  the 
Bill  was  that  it  was  an  attempt  to  suit  the 
convenience — of  whom  ?  Not  the  convenience 
of  the  taxpayers  who  have  to  pay  the  tax,  but 
of  a  body  of  officials  having  nothing  to  do  but 
to  look  after  the  collection  of  it.  We  were 
actually  told  that  this  tax  was  to  be  levied  at 
a  certain  date  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
Land-tax  Department  officers;  and  I  think 
that  that  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
statements  ever  made. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  it  was  to  suit  the 
necessities  of  the  Treasury. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  beg  the  honourable 
member's  pardon  ;  it  was  the  Premier  who  said 
that.  And  I  say  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  statements  ever  made  to  a  body 
of  members  who  are  sent  to  Parliament  for  the 
primary  object  of  guarding  the  pocket  of  the 
taxpayer.  The  convenience  of  the  taxpayer  is 
not  to  be  considered  at  all,  but  primarily  the 
convenience  of  the  officials  is  to  be  looked  after. 
I  do  think  that,  of  all  the  extraordinary  state- 
ments I  have  ever  heard,  that  is  one  of  them. 
It  is  useless,  I  suppose,  to  oppose  the  Bill.  The 
principle  we  are  now  giving  effect  to,  of  depart- 
ing from  the  good  old  practice  of  annually  re- 
vising the  direct  taxation,  is  one  which  would 
justify  us  in  moving  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  move  that ;  but  I  urge  the  House  not  to 
forego  the  great  privilege  of  annually  recon- 
sidering the  question  of  taxation,  and  not  to 
allow    one   more  grasp  to   be  placed  on  the 

Eockets  of  the  people,  which  is  being  attempted 
y  the  Government. 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— There  are  three  principles 
in  this  Bill  that  are  not  usual  in  the  Land- 
and  Income-tax  Bills  that  have  been  passed  by 
this  House.  The  three  principles  are  :  First, 
making  the  tax  a  permanent  one  instead  of  an 
annual  one ;  second,  putting  a  tax  on  Native 
lands;  and  third,  the  most  monstrous  thing, 
and  one  that  has  never  been  alluded  to  by  the 
Treasurer  in  introducing  the  Bill  or  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  is  levying  a  retro- 
spective tax  on  Natives'  property.  That,  I 
submit,  is  the  worst  phase  of  all.  If  honour- 
able members  will  look  at  the  9th  section  they 
will  see  that  it  provides  for  a  retrospective  tax 
over  last  year  to  be  placed  upon  Maori  land.  I 
say  that  such  a  thing  is  unknown  in  the  his- 
tory of  any  parliamentary  Government.  Let 
us  look  at  these  three  principles.  With  regard 
to  the  first,  I  submit  that  the  constitutional 
rule  is  that  the  representative  Chamber  ought 
to  have  control  of  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
That  is  the  principle  that  is  recognised  all 
over  the  world  where  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
representative  government.    In  fact,  to  such 
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an  extent  is  it  carried  in  England  that  cer- 
tain Acts— such  as  the  Mutiny  Act — are  made 
annual  Acts  in  order  to  give  still  greater  control 
to  Parliament.  Now  this  is  entirely  abolished. 
If  we  pass  sections  4  and  5  of  this  Bill  we  shall 
be  laying  down  a  new  principle  by  dealing  in 
what  may  be  termed  recurring  taxation.  Of 
course,  so  far  as  the  Customs  duties  are  con- 
cerned, they  have  to  be  collected  all  the  year 
round,  and  whenever  you  have  a  tax 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  about  the  rating? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  honourable  member 
has  been  asleep  for  some  time,  evidently,  and 
he  has  not  been  listening  to  the  argument. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  not  heard  any  yet. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No;  because  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  asleep.  So  far  as  the  rates 
are  concerned,  they  are  not  levied  by  Parlia- 
ment, but  the  rates  are  levied  annually,  and 
a  published  estimate  is  before  the  ratepayer; 
and  before  they  can  be  levied  it  has  to  come 
before  the  local  Parliament,  and  a  special  order 
has  to  be  passed :  that  is  a  sufficient  illustration 
of  exactly  what  happens  in  local  bodies,  and 
what  must  happen  in  this  Parliament  unless 
this  Bill  is  passed— namely,  that  every  year 
estimates  must  be  laid  before  the  House,  and 
Parliament  then  votes  the  sums  that  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  work  of  government. 
The  illustration  the  honourable  member  has 
given  is  the  bent  illustration  I  could  give.  The 
rate  is  not  fixed  ;  it  is  to  be  imposed  every  year 
by  the  local  bodies,  and  it  is  to  be  imposed  every 
year  by  what  may  be  termed  the  local  body  of 
Parliament,  after  the  estimates  are  actually 
published,  and  if  they  are  not  agreed  to  there 
can  be  a  motion  to  have  them  quashed.  Why 
should  this  principle,  which  has  always  been 
held  to  be  a  democratic  principle  in  our  Con- 
stitution, be  broken  through?  If  honourable 
members  will  read  any  book  on  the  English 
Constitution  they  will  see  it  is  recognised  by 
every  writer  that  this  is  the  foundation  of  true 
democracy  :  that  the  control  of  the  public 
purse  shall  be  with  Parliament.  And  this  is 
to  be  done  away  with  under  sections  4  and  5 
of  this  Bill.  I  do  hope,  Sir,  this  House  will 
not  allow  those  sections  to  be  passed.  It 
is  simply  undermining  what  may  be  termed 
democratic  institutions  if  that  becomes  law. 
Then,  the  next  thing  is  in  reference  to  Maori 
lands.  Now,  there  are  two  or  three  considera- 
tions in  connection  with  that.  First,  Maori 
land  is  subjected  to  a  special  tax  of  10  per  cent, 
on  the  ground  or  reason  given  for  that  tax  that 
has  been  given  in  years  gone  by— namely,  that 
Maori  land  is  not  made  liable  for  any  other 
form  of  taxation. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  repealed  now. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— When  was  it  repealed  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— A  year  ago. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  asleep  still.  The  10  per  cent,  is  still  in  force. 
It  is  in  force  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I   tell   the  honourable 
gentleman  it  is.    Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man tell  me  that  the  10  per  cent,  will  not  be 
charged  on  Maori  leases  and  sales  now  ? 
Sir  R.  Stout 


Mr.  SEDDON. — Certainly  not  on  sales  now,, 
for  the  Natives  can  only  sell  to  or  through  the 
Government,  and  on  these  sales  no  charge  can 
be  levied. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  shifting  his  ground.  The  10  per  cent,  is  still 
imposed,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  deals 
with  it  in  the  Bill  which  he  has  brought  in, 
and  whioh  has  just  been  circulated  to-day, 
under  certain  conditions,  so  that  he  cannot  get 
out  of  that;  and,  Sir,  I  am  amazed  that  he 
should  try  to  mislead  the  House  by  saying  the 
Acfc  has  been  repealed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  know  we  lost  £10,000  of 
revenue  this  year  through  the  passing  of  the 
Act  last  year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Through  what  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Through  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  last  year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  —  Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  mean  to  say  that  the  stopping  of 
fiill  nfl-lon 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  the  10  per  cent. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  better  remain  asleep,  if  he 
cannot  give  any  better  information  than  that. 
The  position  is  this  :  The  10  per  cent,  charge  ia 
still  the  law,  and  so  long  as  that  remains  the 
law  you  have  a  special  tax  on  Maori  land, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  reason,  and  which 
is  spoken  of  in  this  House  as  the  reason,  why 
Maori  lands  should  be  exempt  from  other 
forms  of  taxation.  Last  year  you  imposed 
Maori  rates  for  the  first  time  ;  and  now  for  the 
first  time  you  are  to  put  a  land-tax  on  them. 
Then,  I  say,  by  rights  you  ought  not  to  insist 
on  the  two  things  you  are  doing — that  is,  you 
are  to  purchase  land  by  the  Crown  without 
public  competition,  and  you  ought  not  to  insist 
on  the  second  thing  you  are  doing  to  get  the 
10-per  cent,  taxation.  If  you  are  going  to  treat 
the  Maoris  fairly,  and  do  them  justice,  you 
ought  to  say  that  if  the  Crown  buys  the  land 
it  ought  to  be  assessed  by  the  Court,  and  it 
ought  not  to  be  purchased  in  the  way  it  is 
being  done.  Sir,  in  this  way  the  Maoris  have 
been  most  unjustly  treated.  They  are  not 
being  put  on  an  equality  with  the  Euro- 
peans. You  are  first  demanding  from  them  the 
pre-emption — which  I  do  not  deny  you  have  a 
right  to  do;  but  that  pre-emption  should  be 
so  guarded  that  the  price  paid  to  the  Maoris 
would  be  the  market  price  for  the  land.  I 
say  that  by  this  Bill  you  are  doing  the  Maori 
people  an  injustice  ;  and  any  nation  that  treats 
any  section  of  its  people  unjustly  will  find 
that  the  chickens  will  come  home  to  roost, 
because  it  is  a  principle  in  the  moral  law  that 
you  cannot  treat  others  unjustly  without  in- 
juring yourselves.  But  you  are  doing  this 
under  this  Bill,  and  under  other  Bills  you 
have  brought  in.  Then,  Sir,  the  third  point 
is  this  retrospective  clause.  Will  honourable- 
members  just  let  me  read  what  this  retrospec- 
tive clause  says  ? — 

"  (1.)  The  aforesaid  duties  of  land-tax  in 
respect  of  Native  land  and  mortgages  held  by 
or  in  trust  for  Maoris  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
imposed  as  from  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.]  Land  and  Income  [HOUSE.] 


Assessment  Bill. 


165 


one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
and  the  assessment  shall  accordingly  he  made, 
end  the  duties  he  levied  and  paid  for  the  year 
ending  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  an- 
nually thereafter,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Act." 

What  right  have  you  to  do  that  ?  What  right 
have  you  to  take  back  a  year  by  this  provision  ? 
Is  this  fair  ?  I  submit  it  is  entirely  unfair  and 
unjust.  But  that  is  not  all.  I  would  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  this :  You  are 
charging  a  tax  on  Maori  owners  of  the  land ; 
and  here  is  where  two  things  ought  to  come  in. 
First,  there  is  not  sufficient  provision  in  this 
law  for  the  £500  exemption  to  the  Maoris. 
You  have  to  deal  with  the  fact  that  the  Maori 
holds  in  communal  title  in  many  cases.  This 
communal  title  is  not  merely  a  Maori  custom  ; 
it  is  still  recognised  by  our  European  law, 
because  you  have  Grown  grants  issued  to 
several  Maoris,  and,  while  you  are  not  going 
to  allow  the  £500  exemption  in  this  Bill  to 
the  Maoris,  here,  again,  you  are  acting  most 
unjustly  by  placing  upon  them  taxation  which 
you  are  not  placing  upon  the  Europeans. 
"There  is  another  point  of  view  —  as  to  the 
Maoris  who  have  let  their  lands.  They  have  let 
their  lands — many  of  them — at  a  very  small 
•rental;  and  you  are  now  going  to  charge 
them  also  for  the  time  when  you  might  say 
they  knew  there  was  no  land-tax  to  be  paid 
by  them.  You  are  now  going  to  charge  the 
Maori  landholder  with  this  land  -  tax.  He 
might  have  let  his  land  at  a  very  small  price, 
and  the  price  you  are  going  to  take  from  him 
will  in  some  oases,  I  believe,  be  perhaps  a 
fourth  of  the  rent,  and  perhaps  more.  Is  that 
kind  or  fair  or  honest  treatment  of  the  Native 
race?  And  that  is  not  all.  There  was  a 
great  cry  last  year  about  the  farmers  having 
to  pay  two  taxes  in  twelve  months ;  but  you 
are  going  to  make  the  Maoris  under  this  retro- 
spective law  pay  two  taxes  in  twelve  months. 
Is  that  honest  or  fair?  How  do  Europeans 
like  to  be  taxed  in  this  manner?  I  appeal 
to.  the  sense  of  justice  in  this  House  to  say 
whether  they  are  going  to  allow  retrospective 
taxation  to  affect  the  Maori  race  because  they 
are  poor  and  helpless  in  our  midst,  and  I 
ask  the  House  to  rise  above  the  need  of  money 
and  do  what  is  just  to  the  Native  race.  I  sub- 
mit that  the  new  clause  in  the  Bill  is  unjust 
and  unfair  both  to  Europeans  and  Maoris ;  and 
it  destroys  that  which  is  the  root  and  founda- 
tion of  our  democratic  institutions — namely, 
the  annual  control  of  the  funds  by  Parliament. 
Sections  4  and  5  are  unjust,  as  they  affect  the 
Maoris  unfairly.  It  is  unjust  to  have  laws  deal- 
ing with  the  property  of  Maoris  different  from 
those  dealing  with  the  property  of  Europeans. 
Sorely  it  is  mopstrously  unjust  that  you 
should  have  this  retrospective  Act  compelling 
the  Maori  landholder  to  pay  taxes  that  you  do 
not  oompel  the  European  to  pay.  I  do  not 
objeot  to  the  imposition  of  the  tax  which  is 
provided  for  in  section  8,  and  therefore  I  will 
not  vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
bat  in  Committee  I  do  ask  the  House  to  Bee 


that  justice  is  done  to  Europeans  and  Maoris, 
and  to  amend  the  Bill  in  this  direotion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  have  been  surprised 
more  than  once  in  this  House ;  but  I  must  say 
this:  that  I  have  never  been  so  surprised  at 
anything  I  have  heard  from  the  honourable 
gentleman — and  that  is  saying  a  great  deal — as 
I  was  at  the  speech  we  have  just  listened  to. 
The  honourable  member  argued  that  it  would 
he  against  democracy  that  we  should  pass  an 
Act  fixing  a  time  when  the  tax  should  be  paid. 
Have  we  not  on  the  statute-book  and  in  force  at 
the  present  time  an  Act  similar  to  this  in  re- 
spect to  the  land-  and  income-tax?  I  say  there 
is  now  upon  the  statute-book  an  Act  fixing  the 
date  upon  which  that  tax  is  to  be  collected,  and 
we  are  not  departing  from  any  principle  of  de- 
mocracy in  what  we  are  doing ;  but  this  is  in 
the  direotion  of  preventing  any  opening  from 
being  left  to  the  honourable  member  and  other 
honourable  members,  who  are  doing  their  best 
against  democracy,  and  against  those  who  are 
the  democratic  leaders  in  this  country. 

Hon.  Members.— Oh,  oh ! 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  Sir,  I  say  they  are  only 
wishing  for  an  opportunity  every  year  to  make 
the  same  attack  as  they  made  last  year  when 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  moved  his  Bill.  I  say 
suoh  opportunities  are  used  to  strike  at  the 
credit  of  the  colony,  as  has  been  done  time 
after  time  to  the  injury  of  the  colony.  It  is 
much  better,  in  the  interests  of  democracy,  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  people,  that  we  should 
fix  definitely  a  time  when  the  tax  should  be 
collected.,  The  honourable  gentleman  replied 
to  my  interjecting  in  passing  about  the  Rating 
Act.     We  have  there  the  amount  fixed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — The  maximum  amount  is 
fixed.  We  have  on  the  81st  of  March  in  each 
year  the  local  authorities  Act  striking  rates; 
and  in  this  Act  we  are  fixing  a  certain  date 
which  the  Governor  may  extend,  but  up  to  that 
time  the  tax  cannot  be  collected.  This  Bill  is 
to  prevent  what  honourable  members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  complained  so  bitterly  of  last 
year—  namely,  that  we  were  bringing  the  col- 
lection of  the  tax  forward.  We  fix  now  a 
definite  date,  so  that,  until  that  time  has  ex- 
pired, you  cannot  impose  this  tax.  I  say  this 
is  a  protection  to  the  landowners  of  the  colony, 
the  very  class  for  whom  last  session  protection 
was  claimed.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
matter  what  the  Government  do  we  cannot 
please.  If  we  try  to  extend  the  time,  or  bring 
it  back  to  the  time  when  under  the  law  it  was 
due  previously,  that  does  not  please  honourable 
members.  Now,  when  we  bring  in  a  Bill  to  say 
that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  any  Govern- 
ment to  make  the  tax  payable  before  a  certain 
date,  they  are  not  satisfied.  1  say  the  land- 
owners of  the  colony  will  look  upon  this  Bill  as 
a  great  boon,  as  it  will  give  them  the  right  to 
pay  their  land-tax  or  income-tax  only  when  a 
certain  date  has  expired ;  and  in  that  respect  I 
say  it  is  very  necessary  to  pass  this  Bill.  Now, 
the  honourable  gentleman  complains  that  the 
Act  is  retrospective  as  regards  the  collection  of 
the  tax  from  the  Natives.    There  is  no  one  in 
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this  country  who  would  do  more  than  myself 
to  see  that  the  aboriginal  races  should  receive 
fair-play,  but  I  fail  to  see,  myself,  when  we  have 
some  of  the  best  lands  in  the  colony  leased  by 
Natives  to  Europeans  untaxed, — when  along- 
side those  Native  lands  the  lands  belonging  to 
European  owners  have  to  pay  land-tax  and 
every  other  kind  of  tax,  —  why  these  Native 
lands  leased  to  Europeans  should  not  pay  any 
land-tax  at  all.  It  was  this  monstrous  state 
of  affairs  that  we  had  to  deal  with,  and  it 
would  be  an  injustice  if  we  did  not  deal  with 
it.  What  are  the  faots  of  the  case  ?  Ever  since 
1691  the  Native  owners  and  those  lessees  who 
were  occupying,  and  who  were  by  law  entitled 
to  pay  these  taxes,  have  never  been  called  upon 
40  to  pay  a  single  shilling.  They  have 
•  "  had  four  years  of  exemption  from  taxa- 
tion which  the  law  of  the  land  says  they  were 
entitled  to  pay.  Where  is  the  injustice?  I 
challenge  the  honourable  member  to  show  me 
that  any  injustice  has  been  done.  There  is 
no  doubt  as  regards  the  law,  and  as  regards 
their  being  entitled  to  pay.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  as  regards  that.  They  have  had  the 
notices.  The  demand  has  been  made  upon 
them  to  pay  this  tax.  What  will  the  honour- 
able gentleman  say  of  the  £20,000  of  taxa- 
tion which  was  collected  last  year,  taxes  which 
went  back  for  four  years,  where  returns  had 
been  sent  in  which  were  incomplete,  and  where 
taxation  had  been  evaded,  and  where  the  Tax- 
ing Department  found  it  out  and  made  a  de- 
mand upon  these  people  who  had  sent  in 
incomplete  returns  to  pay  the  tax  which  they 
owed?  I  suppose  the  honourable  member 
would  call  that  retrospective  action  and  legis- 
lation, and  injurious  to  the  democracy.  I  say 
it  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  This  taxation  is  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill,  and  provision  is  made  for  its 
collection.  I  say  this  is  a  debt  due  to  the 
State,  and  is  collectable.  This  provision  is 
simply  a  machinery  provision.  As  regards  the 
debt  being  due  to  the  Grown,  it  is  unquestion- 
able, and  I  challenge  the  honourable  member, 
or  any  member,  to  tell  me  that  it  is  not  so. 
We  have  taken  the  advice  of  our  own  legal  ad- 
visers, and  we  have  also  taken  the  best  legal 
advice  outside  our  own  officers,  and  they  agree 
upon  this  point.  This  is  not  making  the  law 
retrospective  in  the  sense  in  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  put  it  to  the  House.  It  is  a 
debt  due  to  the  Grown,  and  we  have  a  right  to 
collect  it.  This  is  only  a  machinery  Bill.  The 
honourable  gentleman  pleads  for  the  Native 
race.  I  say  we  have  given  the  Native  race  the 
same  protection  which  is  afforded  to  the  rest 
of  our  colonists.  I  say  there  are  a  very  large 
number  of  Natives  who  are  in  just  as  good  a 
position — indeed,  in  a  better  position  in  many 
cases  —  than  many  of  our  European  land- 
owners to  pay  the  taxation.  That  is  a  com- 
plete answer  to  that  phase  of  the  question. 
The  honourable  member  kept  this  from  the 
House— namely,  that,  as  far  as  the  rates  for 
local  governing  purposes  are  concerned,  Na- 
tive land  only  pays  half  that  which  is  paid 
by  Europeans,  and  land  which  is  five  miles 
from  a  public  road  pays  nothing  at  all.  Not 
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only  that,  but  for  years  the  colony  advanced 
money  and  paid  the  rates  for  the  Natives.  I 
say  there  was  an  almost  unanimous  opinion 
on  the  part  of  members  of  this  House,  and,  in- 
deed, on  the  part  of  members  of  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  that  the  time  had  come 
when  the  Natives  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
a  fair  share  of  taxation  both  to  the  colony 
and  for  local  governing  purposes.  We  have  no* 
wish  to  do  any  injustice,  and  we  are  not  doing 
any  injustice  by  this  Bill.  I  do  say  what  is 
proposed  in  this  Bill  is  very  reasonable,  and  I 
believe,  myself,  that  the  Natives  themselves 
will  not  object  to  it.  As  regards  land  under  the 
West  Goast  Settlements  Act,  there  are  whole 
tracts  of  country  there  which  is  good  land — 
which  is  in  fact  the  best  land  :  are  we  to  allow 
the  owners  of  that  land  to  go  on  year  after 
year  without  contributing  to  the  taxation  the 
same  as  others  ?  To  me  it  is  unaccountable 
that  there  should  be  any  such  contention.  I 
had  thought  that  the  second  reading  of  this- 
Bill  would  be  carried  without  even  a  debate. 
I  thought  that  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  were  satisfied  that  it  was  much  better 
to  fix  the  time  within  what  the  land-tax  ecu  Id 
not  be  collected,  and  not  have  an  annually- 
recurring  argument,  involving  sometimes  re- 
crimination, and  sometimes  causing  injury  to 
the  credit  of  the  colony  owing  to  the  state- 
ments made  in  debate.  I  thought  it  would  be 
much  better,  therefore,  to  fix  the  time  defi- 
nitely as  is  done  in  this  Bill.  If  there  is 
a  necessity  for  any  alteration,  it  will  be  just 
as  easy  to  bring  in  a  Bill  next  year  to  undo 
what  we  are  now  passing,  or  to  amend  the 
Act  if  it  is  required.  I  had  thought  there 
would  have  been  no  debate  on  this  matter.  I. 
had  thought  that  the  Opposition,  who  took  ex- 
ception to  the  bringing-in  of  taxation  last  year,. 
would  have  received  this  Bill  with  approbation,, 
and  would  have  been  found  supporting  it.  It 
appears  to  me,  however,  that,  no  matter  what- 
we  endeavour  to  do,  we  cannot  please  the 
gentlemen  opposite.  Seeing  that  our  only  ob- 
ject is  that  which  I  have  stated,  I  hope  this 
Bill  will  pass. 

Mr.   BELL.— The  honourable  gentleman 
has  entirely  confused  the  question  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Gity  (Sir 
B.  Stout)  raised  before  the  House ;  and  I  do> 
not  quite  see  why  the  point  raised  by  my 
honourable  friend  should  be  turned  by  the- 
Premier  into  the  party  issue.    There  are  two* 
questions.      One  is,  whether  we  shall  fix  the 
day  for  the  tax ;  and  the  other  and  the  more 
important  question  is,  whether  we  shall  de- 
part from  tho  ordinary  practice  of  Parliament, 
and  pass  a  law  imposing  an  annually- reour- 
ring  tax  by  a  statute  which  we  cannot  re- 
peal without  the  consent  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature.    That  is  the  constitutional, 
point  raised  by  my  honourable  friend.     The 
Premier,  no  doubt,  thinks  this  is  quite  wise 
and  right ;  but  it  is  a  new  departure,  and  surely 
it  is   the   business  of   the  members   of  this- 
House  to  consider  it  and  debate  it.    It  is  quite 
a  separate  question,  and  a  far  more  import- 
ant question — an  immeasurably  more  import* 
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ant  question  —  than  the  question  as  to  the 
date  when  the  tax  shall  be  collected.  The 
practice  up  till  to-day  has  been  that  this 
House  has  passed  the  taxing  laws  annually  for 
the  requirements  of  the  year,  and  the  other 
branoh  of  the  Legislature  has  not  been  allowed 
to  amend  or  alter  them.  Now  this  House  is 
asked  to  pass  a  law  which  will  make  this  tax 
annually  recurrent  year  after  year, 'and  this 
House  will  not  be  able  to  remove  the  burdens 
from  the  people  without  the  consent  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  The  Premier 
has  generally  posed  as  the  champion  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  this  House,  and  I  ask 
mm  whether  this  is  not  a  serious  departure. 
He  was  asleep  when  my  honourable  friend 
was  speaking,  and  he  proved  that  humorously 
enough  in  the  speech  which  he  has  just  de- 
livered, because  he  stated  that  my  honour- 
able friend  had  been  delivering  a  tirade  against 
the  17th  of  August  as  the  date.  My  honour- 
able friend  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  referred 
to  the  point  also,  and  he  spoke  with  some  ex- 
perience of  the  inconvenience  of  the  date.  Of 
that  I  know  nothing,  but  of  the  inconvenience 
of  this  practice  I  myself  personally  am  very 
well  assured,  and  I  shall  vote  against  the  prac- 
tice which  the  Premier  proposes  to  initiate. 
Over  and  over  again  in  the  English  House  of 
Commons  anything  approaching  to  a  practice 
of  this  kind  has  been  denounced.  The  only 
exception,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  that  there  is  a 
Oivil  List  appropriation,  which  is  passed  ap- 
propriating money  definitively  from  year  to 
year  for  specific  purposes;  but  there  is  no  in- 
stance of  a  tax  of  this  kind  being  levied  recur- 
rently so  as  to  cast  a  burden  upon  successive 
Parliaments. 

Mr.  P1RANL— The  land-tax  is. 

Mr.  BELL. — The  honourable  gentleman  cor- 
rects me,  and  I  am  sure  he  would  not  do  so 
without  good  reason.  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  right  in  saying  that  that  tax  is 
imposed  by  perpetual  statute  ;  but  that  was  the 
practice  before  constitutional  principles  were 
at  all  understood  as  to  recurrent  taxation — 
just  as  tithes  or  any  other  taxation  are  per- 
manent taxation.  At  all  events  it  has  not  been 
the  practice  of  this  Parliament,  and  it  is  a 
new  departure  in  New  Zealand.  Now,  I  want 
to  turn  to  a  question  whioh  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer quite  unnecessarily  raised  in  debate. 
Members  of  the  Government  say,  and  they  con- 
tinue to  reiterate,  that  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  or,  rather,  members  of  the  public 
holding  views  similar  to  those  held  by  members 
on  thiB  Bide  of  the  House,  were  the  authors  of 
the  statement  that  last  year  the  necessities  and 
exigencies  of  the  colonial  finance  compelled  the 
Parliament  to  collect  the  land-tax  before  it  was 
doe.  We  are  not  responsible  for  that  state- 
ment* The  persons  who  are  responsible  for 
that  statement  are  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and 
the  Premier.    I  am  going  to  read  Hansard. 

Mr.  WARD.— So  am  I. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  am  going  to  quote  from  this 
■acred  volume  the  words  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer and  the  Premier.  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  laugh.    1  do  not  hold  it  sacred :  it 


is  the  Government  who  hold  it  sacred.  We 
hear,  "  Hansard,  Hansard"  from  that  side  of 
the  House.  I  am  only  following  a  bad  prece- 
dent ;  but  I  have  been  led  into  it.  They  de- 
clared that  the  money  was  urgently  required ; 
and  that  declaration  they  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inducing  the  House,  under  a  panic, 
to  pass  the  Bill,  and  they  used  the  words  of 
panic  deliberately  for  the  purpose  of  impel- 
ling us,  by  reason  of  the  financial  exigencies 
of  the  colony,  to  submit  to  an  earlier  collec- 
tion of  the  tax  from  the  farmers  of  the  country. 
And  the  honourable  gentlemen,  to  do  them 
justice,  did  not  at  all  desire  to  impel  us,  or  any 
members  sitting  on  these  benches,  by  any 
argument  of  the  kind,  because  they  do  not 
care  to  address  arguments  of  any  kind  to  us, 
for  they  have  got  a  majority,  which  is  better 
than  any  argument — it  is  the  ultima  ratio ;  bub 
it  was  to  my  honourable  friends  who  sit  upon 
my  left  here  across  this  gangway  that  these 
observations  were  addressed.  Let  us  read 
what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  says.  In  Hansard, 
Volume  84,  page  76,  first  column,  the  Trea- 
surer says, — 

"  When  the  matter  is  brought  down  to  tho 
plain  position  of  affairs,  what  is  it?  It  is  this : 
The  land-tax  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  us  to  remit  money  to  London  to  meet 
our  engagements  at  the  end  of  October." 

Could  anything  be  plainer  than  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  nothing  of  panic  in 
that. 

Mr.  WARD.— Perfectly  true. 

Mr.  B  E  L  L.  —  The  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  sees  what  he  then  said,  now  says  it 
was  perfectly  true. 

Mr.  WARD.— Why  do  you  not  go  baok  to 
page  67  ? 

Mr.  BELL. — I  cannot  read  the  whole  of  it. 
The  honourable  gentleman  goes  on  to  say, — 

"Those  honourable  gentlemen,  instead  of 
allowing  us  to  do  this,  want  to  see  a  stop  put  to 
all  public  works ;  and  they  want  us  to  take  tho 
ordinary  money  which  has  been  set  apart  for 
carrying  on  these  works,  and  to  devote  it  to 
another  purpose.  They  do  not  care  who  suffers, 
or  what  suffers,  so  long  as  they  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  to  the  Government  what  they 
should  do." 

Mr.  WARD.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BELL.— If  that  does  not  mean  what  it 
says,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  the  advantage 
of  me.  First  of  all,  I  do  not  know  whether  this 
is  the  authorised  version.  We  have  several 
versions  of  his  speeches  in  London  from  his  col- 
leagues, then  a  version  from  himself,  and  then 
an  interpretation  from  my  honourable  friend » 
which  is  ingenious,  I  admit,  but  hardly  persua- 
sive.   I  will  now  quote  from  page  83. 

Mr.  WARD.— You  miss  page  67. 

Mr.  BELL.— I  cannot  go  back;  but  I  will 
take  page  83 : — 

"  The  thing  to  be  considered  is,  What  will  be 
the  position  in  October,  and  what  are  the  de- 
mands to  be  anticipated?  I  say  that  any 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  is  worthy  of  his  posi- 
tion must  look  ahead  and  know  what  is  going 
to  come.    The  very  same  thing  happened  to  Sir 
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Harry  Atkinson  owing  to  the  negleot  of  Sir 
Julius  Vogel ;  and,  if  my  honourable  friend  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  did  not  take  the  precau- 
tion, probably  the  same  thing  would  happen 
him  as  happened  to  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  when, 
in  October,  1687,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  had  to  go 
to  the  Colonial  Bank  and  to  borrow  over  half  a 
million  of  money  to  meet  interest." 

Mr.  WARD.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BELL. — The  honourable  gentleman  is 
cheering  his  own  words.    He  goes  on, — 

"And  if  the  Colonial  Bank  had  not  given 
that  accommodation  there  would  then  have 
been  very  serious  financial  trouble  to  the 
colony.  I  say  it  is  better  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  should  take  the  trouble  he  has 
gone  to  now  and  state  that  we  wanted  the 
money  so  as  to  be  able  to  pay  the  demands 
upon  us.  That  is  the  position,  and  it  is  better 
to  be  able  to  do  that  without  going  to  any 
banks  asking  for  accommodation;  bub  the 
honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  would  like  to  put  us  in  the  position  of 
being  forced  to  do  that." 

The  honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  say, — 

"  What  will  the  position  be  when  the  £600,000 
is  wanted,  and  we  only  have  £470,000  of  de- 
bentures? That  would  not  pay  the  £600,000 
wanted,  would  it?  I  do  not  suppose  it  would. 
Of  course,  a  matter  of  £150,000  or  £160,000  is 
nothing  in  the  eyes  of  the  honourable  member. 
But  he  is  urging  that  we  should  keep  a  strong 
finance.  The  honourable  member  said  that, 
so  far  as  the  credit  of  the  colony  is  concerned, 
that  was  of  first  importance.  Very  well ;  I  say 
it  is  to  maintain  our  credit — to  meet  these  just 
demands — that  this  legislation  is  asked  at  the 
hands  of  the  House.  Does  my  honourable 
friend  think  for  a  moment  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  come  down  with  a  Bill,  and 
ask  for  this,  if  it  were  not  required?  " 

Now,  both  my  honourable  friends,  with  that 
power  of  interpreting  their  own  language, — 
which  means  something  else  than  that  which 
it  oonveys  to  the  minds  of  their  hearers,  and  to 
the  minds,  I  may  say,  of  ordinary  readers,— are 
cheering  my  quotations  on  the  assumption,  I 
suppose,  that  they  will  be  able  to  twist  the 
obvious  meaning  of  the  words  into  something 
different  from  what  they  convey.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  conveyed,  and  deliberately  con- 
veyed, to  this  House,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
their  supporters  who  represented  the  farming 
interest  to  support  the  Bill,  that  the  financial 
exigencies  of  the  country  were  such  as  to  make 
it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  credit  of  the 
colony  that  this  money  should  be  raised ; 
otherwise,  as  the  Premier  said,  we  might  have 
to  go  to  a  bank  and  might  be  refused,  and 
then  a  very  serious  financial  difficulty  might 
arise.  I  have  said  so  much  with  regard  to 
this  debate  of  last  year  because  I  really  think 
it  is  time  such  imputations  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  against  the  Opposition  should  be 
dropped.  He  tried  to  make  capital  of  it  in 
London,  and  when  brought  face  to  face  in 
London  with  his  own  statements  he  said  that 
this  land-tax  was  collected  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Treasury  and  not  for  the  exigencies  of 
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the  colony,  but  that  those  Opposition  people, 
who  were  trying  to  damage  the  credit  of  the 
colony,  had  raised  a  false  issue;  that  in  fact 
the  tax  was  collected  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Treasury.  I  say  that  is  not  borne  out  by  the 
debate  of  last  year,  or  by  the  words  in  Hansard, 
or  by  the  recollection  of  any  single  member — I 
do  not  care  on  which  side  of  the  House. 

Dr.  NEWMAN— The  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston  interjected  Just  now — and  quite 
rightly  too — that  the  English  land-tax  was  not 
an  annual  tax,  but  was  imposed  years  ago,  and 
was  constantly  recurring.  The  statement  em- 
phasizes the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell).  As  the  Parlia- 
ment of  that  day  fixed  that  tax  in  perpetuity  at 
a  very  low  valuation,  there  has  ever  sinee  been. 
an  intense  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Liberal 
party  in  England  to  alter  that  taxation,  but, 
Parliament  having  previously  fixed  it,  the 
Lords  would  refuse  to  alter  it.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  large  palaces  like  Chatsworth 
and  other  places  are  now  assessed  at  a  ridicu- 
lously low  value.  The  Lower  House  has  been 
unable  to  alter  it.  And  yet  it  is  that  evil  which 
is  sought  to  be  perpetrated  by  the  measure  now 
before  the  House.  The  whole  object  of  putting 
it  out  of  our  vote  every  year  is  that  we  shall  not 
have  discussion.  The  Government  policy  is 
expressed  in  the  prayer,  "  Send  us  peace  in  our 
time,  O  Lord  1 "  I  think  this  measure  an  ex- 
ceedingly dangerous  one.  It  contains  some  very 
remarkable  phrases  in  respect  to  the  land-tax 
in  connection  with  Native  lands.  Time  after 
time  it  declares  that  Maori  lands  ocoupied  by 
Europeans  shall  be  taxed.  Strangly  enough,  it 
declares  that  Native  lands  for  which  Maoris  are 
trustees  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation,  but  Na- 
tive land  held  by  white  trustees  shall  be  taxed — 
a  most  singular  distinction.    This  Bill  says, — 

"(1.)  Native  land  oocupied  by  any  other 
person  than  a  Maori  shall  be  liable  to  the 
ordinary  duties  of  land-tax  (but  not  to  the 
graduated  tax)  in  respect  of  the  Maori  land- 
owner's interest  in  such  land. 

11  (2.)  If  such  Native  land  is  held  by  a  trustee 
(not  being  a  Maori)  in  trust  for  the  Maori  owner, 
the  tax  shall  be  payable  by  the  trustee,  and  may 
by  him  be  deducted  from  any  moneys  received 
in  respect  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  land. 

11  (3.)  In  all  other  cases  the  tax  shall  be  pay- 
able by  the  occupier  of  such  Native  land,  and 
may  by  him  be  deducted  from  his  rent,  or  be 
recovered  under  the  provisions  of  section  thirty- 
seven  of  the  prinoipal  Act." 

And  the  Bill  further  states,— 

"  (1.)  Mortgages  held  by  or  in  trust  for  Maoris 
shall  be  liable  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  land*  tax. 

"  (2.)  If  the  mortgagee  (not  being  a  Maori)  is 
the  trustee,  the  tax  shall  be  payable  by  him, 
and  may  by  him  be  deducted  from  any  moneys 
received  in  respect  of  the  interest  or  principal 
payable  under  the  mortgage,  or  be  recovered 
under  section  thirty-seven  as  aforesaid. 

"  (3.)  In  all  other  cases  the  tax  shall  be  pay- 
able by  the  mortgagor,  and  may  by  him  be  de- 
ducted from  the  interest  or  principal  payable 
under  the  mortgage,  or  be  recovered  under 
section  thirty-seven  as  aforesaid." 
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I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  fact  that,  as  long  as  that  is  put  in,  a  large 
amount  of  land  will  escape  taxation.  If  Maori 
land  is  placed  under  the  Publio  Trustee  that 
land  is  taxed,  but  if  that  same  land  is  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  Maori  it  escapes  taxation. 
Land  has  been  taxed  for  harbour  rates,  and 
then  put  in  the  hands  of  trustees  for  Maoris, 
And  the  result  has  been  that  land  has  escaped 
taxation.  I  would  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
is  there  any  fairness  whatever  in  suoh  a  prin- 
ciple as  that  ?  It  seems  to  me  an  exceedingly 
unfair  arrangement.  It  has  led  to  abuses,  and 
I  do  not  see  why  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  propose  it  again.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer himself  has  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  year  after  year  we  are  making  large  sums 
of  interest  come  due  at  a  particular  date  in 
October,  and  I  find  that  a  huge  amount  of  our 
interest  falls  due  in  that  month  and  on  the 
1st  November.  I  would  ask  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer whether,  in  raising  future  loans,  as  no 
doubt  he  will  have  to  do,  he  will  see  that  the 
interest  on  those  loans  shall  not  come  due  at 
that  date.  We  have  half  a  million  falling  due 
on  the  1st  November,  and  another  £800,000  or 
£400,000  shortly  before.  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  floated  the  million-and-a-half 
loan  in  April,  and  he  made  the  due  dates  of  the 
interest  on  the  1st  April  and  the  1st  October. 
That  brings  the  second  half-year's  interest  due 
at  a  time  when  you  have  another  large  amount 
of  interest  to  pay.  There  is  some  ingenuity  in 
that,  because  the  second  half-year's  interest  does 
not  fall  due  until  the  1st  April  next  year,  the 
day  after  the  financial  year  ends ;  but  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Atkinson  Government  and  of 
the  present  Government  is  this :  that  when  you 
make  a  large  amount  of  interest  fall  due  shortly 
after  the  date  when  another  large  amount  of 
interest  has  to  be  paid,  the  Treasury  becomes 
hard  up,  and  has  to  raise  the  tax.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  talks  of  the  desirability  of  fixing 
the  date  for  the  collection  of  this  tax,  but  he 
fixes  it  because  he  is  in  power,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible for  any  succeeding  Government  to  alter 
the  date.  I  therefore  see  little  in  it.  The  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  admitted  that  he  has  to  pay  a 
large  amount  of  money.  In  that  remarkable 
speech  which  he  made  in  London  he  said  this : 
"  Many  of  you.no  doubt  heard  last  year  that  the 
■Government  had  decided  to  collect  the  land- 
tax  at  an  early  period  because  it  was  hard  up 
lor  cash,  which  it  requited  to  meet  interest 
falling  due  in  October."  And  he  goes  on  to 
talk  of  three  millions  of  trust  funds  unpledged, 
and  so  on,  and  emphasizes  the  face  that  he  did 
not  want  money.  Yet  to-day  he  says  he  must 
nave  a  great  deal  of  money.  I  believo  he  said 
people  had  a  diseased  imagination  who  said 
anon  a  thing  as  that  he  wanted  this  land-tax  to 
pay  his  interest  last  year.  When  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  first  became  Treasurer  he  made 
statements  and  promises  which. have  never  been 
realised;  and  that  unfortunate  declaration  of 
his,  "  Our  finance  is  strong,"  and  all  that  kind 
of  theatrical  gag,  has  been  exploded.  What 
with  the  moneys  borrowed,  and  the  interest  we 
shall  have  to  pay,  and  the  amount  of  guarantee 


that  has  been  given  to  a  bank,  we  shall  find 
that  in  future  not  only  will  the  land-tax  be  col- 
lected as  quickly  as  it  now  is,  but  that  we  shall 
have  to  antedate  the  land-tax  to  meet  these 
payments. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  Sir,  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  was 
sheeting  home  the  statements  made  last  year, 
which  were  hurled  at  us  in  order  to  induce 
the  House  to  vote  for  the  earlier  collection  of 
the  land-tax,  the  Premier  interrupted  by  say- 
ing that  they  had  Treasury  bills  available 
I  wish  to  hansardise  what  the  Premier  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  said  last  year,  to  show  that 
they  oannot  get  out  of  the  difficulty  by  appeal- 
ing to  Treasury  bills.  On  page  75  of  Hansard, 
Volume  84,  1894,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  said, 
14  It  is  not  a  question  of  whether  it  is  desirable 
or  not  to  issue  Treasury  bills.  The  question  is, 
whether  or  not  we  should  collect  money  to  send 
to  London  to  meet  our  engagements  there." 
And  a  still  stronger  statement  made  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  appears  on  page  94  of  the 
same  volume :  "  The  Treasury  bills  are  not 
available  to  be  locked  up  to  the  extent  of 
£000,000  to  be  sent  to  London  to  meet  the 
purpose  of  interest." 

Mr.  WARD.—- 1  did  not  say  they  were  not 
available. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  said  the  Premier  said  so. 
I  will  read  it  again. 

Mr.  WARD. — He  said  they  were  not  available 
for  a  particular  purpose. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  — I  will  read  it  again.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer,  in  his  speech  — Hansard, 
Vol.  84,  page  94— said,  "  The  Treasury  bills  are 
not  available  to  be  locked  up  to  the  extent  of 
£600,000  to  be  sent  to  London  to  meet  the  pur- 
pose of  interest." 

Mr.  WARD.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  am  quite  glad  the  honour- 
able gentleman  agrees  with  what  the  Premier 
says.  If  he  does  agree,  he  himself  confessed 
last  year  that  the  Treasury  bills  were  not  avail- 
able for  payment  of  interest.  Then  ho  himself 
fell  back  upon  this:  that  the  only  thing  he 
had  available  was  the  land-tax.  And  then  he 
is  face  to  face  with  those  who  met  him  in 
London. 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  not  so.  I  said  a  great 
deal  more  than  that. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  will  read  his  own  words  to 
show  that  is  so.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  has  quoted  several 
instances  from  Hansard. 

Mr.  WARD.— He  oommenoed  nearly  at  the 
end  of  my  speech. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— There  is  a  stronger  one  on 
page  68:  '*  We  have  not  sufficient  money  in 
England  for  the  purposes  of  interest.  I  regret 
as  much  as  any  honourable  member  in  this 
House  the  necessity  for  the  collection  of  the 
tax  at  present." 

Mr.  WARD.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Then,  why  does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  try  to  accuse  this  side  of  the 
House  by  saying  that  we  pointed  out  the 
finances  were  in  difficulty  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  he  had  to  collect  the  land-tax  to 
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pay  interest  ?  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  in 
London  ;  but  here  are  his  own  recorded  words. 
It  was  never  said  on  this  side  of  the  House  at 
all.  The  words  are  their  own.  All  over  the 
pages  of  Hansard  I  can  quote  instance  after 
instance  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
pointed  out  that  Treasury  bills  were  not  avail- 
able, and  that  they  had  not  sufficient  to  meet 
the  interest;  that  they  could  not  tie  them 
up  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  interest ;  that 
the  only  thing  available  was  the  land-tax,  and 
that  unless  that  was  collected  the  interest 
could  not  be  paid.  Those  were  the  statements 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  Premier 
time  after  time.  The  honourable  gentleman 
may  deny  it,  but  there  are  his  words  recorded, 
and  he  cannot  deny  his  words.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  statements  made  which  were 
injurious  to  the  colony  were  not  made  from 
this  side  of  the  House  at  all,  but  from  the 
Treasury  benches.    That  fact  ought  to  be  made 

4  on  quite  plain.  It  is  plain  to  the  House, 
and  it  ought  to  be  made  plain  to  the 
country,  and  it  will  bo  made  plain  to  the 
oountry. 

Mr.  HEKE. — In  spite  of  the  statement  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  Native  lands  are 
not  liable  for  local  rates,  I  say  they  are,  and 
that  takes  place  as  soon  as  a  piece  of  land  is 
clothed  with  a  title ;  and  all  che  rates  that 
have  been  levied  by  local  bodies  on  Native 
lands,  or  by  the  Government  under  the  dif- 
ferent laws  of  the  colony,  are  paid  whenever  a 
piece  of  Native  land  is  sold  or  leased,  and  paid 
in  advance. 

Mr.  WARD. — How  can  they  be  paid  in  ad- 
vance ? 

Mr.  HERE.— The  duty  is  calculated  on  the 
capitalised  rent-value  for  the  full  term  of  the 
lease,  and  that  money  is  paid  in  a  lump  sum 
before  the  lease  can  be  registered. 

Mr.  WARD. — Because  it  is  due. 

Mr.  HEKE. — Yes,  but  due  in  the  manner  I 
have  explained.  I  will  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  an  instance.  Take  a  block  of  Na- 
tive land  the  area  of  which  is  1,845  acres ;  the 
term  of  the  lease  is  twenty -one  years,  the 
rental  £260  a  year;  therefore  the  capitalised 
rent-value  for  the  twenty-one  years  would  be 
£5,460.  The  Native  stamp  duty  paid  upon 
that  at  10  per  cent,  amounts  to  £546.  We 
also  pay  on  Native  transactions  the  ordinary 
duty — that  is,  15s.  ad  valorem:  that  for  the 
twenty-one  years  is  £40,  making  a  sum-total 
of  £586  for  Native  stamp  duty  and  ordinary 
duty  paid  on  Native  land  whenever  a  lease  is 
made,  and  this  is  the  amount  that  has  to  be 
paid  in  a  lump  sum  and  in  advance  for  the 
whole  term  of  twenty-one  years.  Now  perhaps 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  understand.  There- 
fore for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  say  that  these 
moneys  are  not  paid  in  advance  is  most  absurd. 
Now,  apart  from  that  money  that  is  paid  in 
advance,  local  rates  are  paid  by  the  Natives, 
because  the  accumulation  of  rates  charged  by 
local  bodies  on  Native  lands  in  any  district  is 
paid  on  the  same  occasion,  whenever  a  sale  or 
tease  takes  place.  The  custom  is  that,  if  the 
Natives  are  not  able  to  pay  it,  then  the  rates 
Mr.  Allen 


are  oharged  on  the  land  until  a  sale  or  lease 
takes  place :  then  all  rates  are  paid.  In  oases 
where  the  Government  pay  the  rates,  the  Go- 
vernment is  paid  by  the  Natives  on  the  occasion 
of  a  sale  or  lease.  Now,  take  another  block  of 
20,500  acres;  the  term  of  lease  is  twenty-one 
years,  and  the  rental  £300  a  year.  The  capi- 
talised rent -value  for  the  twenty -one  years 
amounts  to  £6,300;  the  stamp  duty  at  10  pec 
cent.. is  deducted  from  that,  which  amounts  to> 
£630.  This  money,  Sir,  is  paid  in  advance, 
besides  the  ordinary  duty  for  the  full  term  of 
twenty-one  years.  Then,  we  come  to  another 
block  of  8,766  acres,  for  the  same  term — twenty- 
one  years — at  £99  a  year :  the  sum  which  the 
Natives  are  called  upon  to  pay  as  Native  stamp 
duty,  with  ordinary  duty,  amounts  to  £222 
18s.  Take  another  block  of  20,000  acres,  for 
a  term  of  twenty-one  years ;  rental  per  annum 
£425:  the  Native  stamp  duty  paid  on  that — 
paid  in  advance,  Sir  —  is  £959  5s.  with  the 
ordinary  duty.  And  nearly  all  the  leases  I 
have  quoted  were  made  in  1883,  and  some  of 
them  later.  Honourable  members  will  know 
that  there  is  no  weight  at  all  in  the  argu- 
ment raised  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
that  the  Native  lands  do  not  pay  rates  or 
taxes.  I  say  the  Natives  pay  very  high  taxes, 
and  the  same  rates  as  Europeans  do;  and, 
what  is  more,  all  this,  as  I  have  said  before, 
is  paid  in  advance.  Although  the  European 
lessee  pays  the  money,  these  people,  in  nego- 
tiating for  a  lease  or  sale,  bring  down  the 
price  by  the  amount  they  will  have  to  pay. 
They  look  forward  to  the  taxation  wbioh  the 
land  will  have  to  bear ;  and  therefore,  practi- 
cally speaking,  the  Natives  pay  the  whole 
sum  by  way  of  lowering  the  annual  rental. 
Now,  I  say  it  is  very  unfair  and  most  im- 
proper to  impose  further  liabilities  upon  Na- 
tive lands  when,  on  the  other  hand,  you  tie 
up  their  lands  and  do  not  give  them  the  pri- 
vilege of  dealing  with  those  lands.  What  are 
we  expected  to  pay?  We  are  expected  now 
under  the  Rating  Act  to  pay  local  rates,  and 
should  this  Bill  pass  we  are  expected  again  to 
deduct  from  the  rentals  owing  to  the  Natives 
another  sum  of  money.  Then,  we  have  forth- 
coming another  taxing  Bill — that  is,  the  Bet- 
terments Bill  —  and  we  have  other  measures 
whereby  you  impose  liabilities  on  Native  lands, 
such  as  the  Fencing  Bill.  Therefore  I  say- 
there  is  no  weight  in  the  arguments  of  any 
member  of  the  Government,  or  of  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  when  they  say  that  Native 
lands  do  not  pay  anything  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  roads  and  bridges,  or  anything  that 
may  be  carried  on  within  their  districts.  AU 
the  moneys  that  I  have  referred  to  are  paid  by- 
way of  Native  stamp  duty  and  ordinary  stamp 
duties — it  is  all  paid  into  the  Treasury.  What 
is  done  with  this  money?  This  money  is 
utilised  in  the  interests  of  the  oolony.  Although, 
as  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  the 
Natives  do  not  pay  year  after  year,  yet  it  is 
paid  in  a  lump  sum  when  the  deed  is  presented 
for  registration.  I  ask,  if  all  these  sums  were 
to  carry  interest,  what  would  they  be  at  the 
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present  time  ?  I  venture  to  say  they  would  be 
tar  greater  than,  or  at  least  every  bit  as  much 
as,  the  3ums  that  are  paid  by  our  European 
friends  under  the  land-tax  and  the  local  rating 
Acts  throughout  the  colony.  I  would  raise  no 
objection  at  all  against  these  taxes  if  the  Legis- 
lature would  aooede  to  the  Natives  their  right 
of  dealing  with  their  properties,  so  that  the 
properties  may  be  able  to  pay  off  all  the  lia- 
bilities imposed  upon  them  by  our  laws,  and 
1  think  that  is  only  fair,  just,  and  proper. 
Therefore,  in  discussing  the  question  of  taxing 
Native  lands,  you  must  take  this  point  into 
consideration.  In  considering  the  position  in 
which  the  Natives  are  placed  under  our  Native 
land-laws,  I  say  it  is  unfair  and  unjust  that 
this  House  should  pass  any  further  Bills  im- 
posing taxation  upon  Native  lands,  more  espe- 
cially in  the  face  of  the  different  quotations 
I  have  made  showing  that  Native  lands  have 
been  paying  in  advance  very  large  sums  in- 
deed. Now,  I  can  understand  the  expressions 
given  by  members,  and  more  especially  by 
Ministers  of  the  Grown,  that  they  do  not 
desire  to  allow  Natives  to  deal  with  their  own 
lands  as  Europeans  would.  They  say  it  is 
because  the  Natives  would  be  robbed  right  and 
left  by  private  individuals.  That  argument 
has  no  weight  at  all,  because  here  you  are  to 
pass  a  law  to  place  a  further  embargo  upon 
Native  lands,  and  you  give  them  no  chanoe  of 
paying  or  at  least  making  the  land  pay  for  all 
such  liabilities.  I  say,  Sir,  that  that  senti- 
ment— because  it  is  nothing  else  but  sentiment 
—ought  not  to  be  brought  into  questions  so  large 
as  this.  I  say  that  sentiment  has  been  the 
cause  of  many  of  our  troubles  in  the  past,  and 
still  is  and  will  be.  I  say  that  the  desire  of 
the  Government  to  acquire  a  monopoly  over 
Native  lands  shows  that  all  their  expressions 
in  this  House  as  to  the  safety  and  security  of 
the  Natives  and  their  lands  are  unfounded. 
The  Natives,  knowing  that  the  Government 
prices  offered  for  their  lands  are  too  small 
compared  with  bond  fide  offers  from  other 
sources,  try  to  hold  on  to  their  lands,  but 
under  other  circumstances  they  are  compelled 
to  dispose  of  some  of  them  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  little  money.  I  will  now  read 
a  portion  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor's 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  which  argues  against 
the  Government  sentimental  expressions : — 

"  Though  during  the  recess  persistent  efforts 
have  been  made  to  combine  the  Maori  tribes 
in  a  league  against  further  sales  of  land,  my 
Advisers  " — mark  you—"  are  glad  to  be  able  to 
assure  you  that  the  attempt  has  failed.  In- 
deed, signatures  to  deeds  of  sale  are  being 
affixed  in  numbers,  and  the  work  of  the  ac- 
quisition by  the  State  of  Native  land  is  in  no 
danger  of  being  arrested." 

Sir,  if  words  are  to  bear  any  meaning  at 
all,  what  do  these  words  mean  ?  They  mean 
this:  that  so  long  as  the  Government  can  go 
on  acquiring  Native  lands  at  their  shameful 
prices  it  is  all  right,  whether  they  rob  the 
Natives  or  not  of  the  market  value  of  their 
lands ;  but  when  the  Natives  desire  to  get  the 
right  of  obtaining  the  market  value  for  their 


lands,  the  Government  raise  the  cry,  "  No,  the 
Natives  will  be  robbed  by  private  individuals."' 
It  is  all  trash  and  humbug.  As  I  have  said 
before,  if  words  are  to  bear  any  meaning  at  all, 
this  shows  the  insincerity  of  the  sentiment 
expressed  in  the  House  by  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  by  some  other  honourable  mem- 
bers during  the  discussion  on  the  Native  Land! 
Bill  of  last  session,  and  on  several  occasions 
this  year.  Therefore  I  say  it  is  monstrously 
improper,  it  is  entirely  wrong,  that  we  should 
by  other  Acts  impose  liabilities  upon  liabilities 
to  be  incurred  on  Native  lands,  when  on  the 
other  hand  what  do  you  do  ?  You  never  allow 
these  Natives  to  deal  with  their  lands  to  enable 
them  to  pay  off  liabilities  placed  upon  them  by 
Acts  of  Parliament.  I  desire  to  say  to  honour- 
able members  that  we  have  no  objection  to 
taxation  being  placed  upon  Native  lands  if  this 
Legislature  will  only  grant  to  the  Maori  people 
their  just  right — that  is,  to  allow  them  to  deal 
with  their  property.  When  speaking  upon  this 
question  you  must  hold  in  view  that  the  Na- 
tives are  not  a  thrifty  people.  So  the  question 
is  this :  If  they  are  not  a  thrifty  people,  who- 
are  ?  I  say  the  Europeans  are  thrifty,  and  I 
say  the  Natives  should  be  allowed  to  deal  with 
Europeans  for  the  purpose  of  leasing  their 
properties  to  them.  That,  Sir,  is  all  we  want, 
and  that  is  all  the  colony  wants.  What  is 
the  cry  raised  in  the  colony  ?  It  is  this  : 
that  here  are  certain  areas  of  Native  lands 
not  producing  anything  at  all.  And  what  is 
the  strongest  reason  why  these  lands  are  lying 
idle?  Sir,  the  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Proclamations  issued  by  the  Government  over 
Native  lands,  preventing  any  Native  owner  of 
these  lands  from  dealing  with  the  Europeans 
who  offer  him  a  higher  prioe  than  that  offered 
by  the  Crown.  And  now  we  have  an  Act  in 
force  extending  over  the  lands  of  the  colony 
under  which  the  Natives  are  bound  to  Bell 
only  to  the  Crown.  Therefore,  looking  at  the 
whole  question  from  that  standpoint,  I  say  any 
honourable  member,  although  he  may  come 
from  the  South  Island,  will  fully  understand 
the  position  in  whioh  the  Natives  are  placed  by 
the  Native  Land  Court  Act  of  last  year.  Then 
there  is,  further,  the  position  in  which  they  are 
placed  by  all  our  Rating  Acts  and  Acts  imposing 
other  liabilities  upon  them.  Now,  there  is  an- 
other very  peculiar  position  in  which  they  are 
plaoed.  The  Natives  had  incurred  liabilities 
before  the  passing  of  the  Native  Land  Court 
Act  of  last  year.  These  debts  they  cannot  pay. 
Why  ?  They  cannot  realise  on  their  lands. 
They  cannot  deal  with  them.  They  oannot 
lease  them.  The  only  person  they  can  dispose 
of  their  land  to  is  the  Crown,  and  the  Crown 
merely  offers  them  a  small  price— indeed,  a- 
ridiculously  small  prioe— as  compared  with  that 
whioh  is  offered  by  private  individuals.  Any 
honourable  member  who  may  desire  to  refute 
anything  I  have  said  oan  try  if  he  desires  so 
to  do,  but  I  think  it  would  be  futile  to  en- 
deavour to  refute  any  of  these  statements  I 
have  made.  The  Native  lands  which  were  sold 
formerly  and  which  were  leased  formerly  have 
paid  duties  on  the  sales  of  those  properties 
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over  and  above  all  the  sums  which  are  paid  by 
Europeans  on  their  properties  year  by  year, 
■taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  all  those 
moneys  demanded  from  the  Natives  are  paid 
in  advance,  and  if  those  moneys  were  bearing 
interest  at  all  it  would  accumulate  to  a  very 
large  sum  indeed.  Then,  we  have  also  had 
'from  the  Premier  the  statement  that  during 
the  years  from  1891  to  1895  the  taxes  on  our 
Native  lands  have  been  in  arrears — that  they 
have  not  been  paid  at  all.  There  is  no  founda- 
tion for  bucIi  a  statement,  because,  as  I  have 
{pointed  out,  as  soon  as  any  lease  is  signed,  or 
any  conveyance  is  signed,  the  stamp  duties  of 
£10  in  every  £100  and  15s.  additional  for  every 
£100  are  paid  in  advance  for  the  whole  term  of 
twenty-one  years.  I  understand  that  European 
lessees  have  been  informed  by  the  Property-tax 
Department  that  this  was  the  course  they  in- 
tend to  pursue :  that  they  can  hold  back  the 
sums  which  are  demanded  from  them  for  the 
(purposes  of  taxes  out  of  all  rentals  due  by  them 
to  the  Natives ;  they  informed  those  Europeans 
that  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  so  do,  and 
that  they  intend  to  bring  down  legislation  to 
-empower  these  Europeans  to  hold  back  these 
moneys.  I  think  that  is  monstrously  unfair, 
and  it  is  very  improper.  Sir,  I  have  during  this 
session  received  several  communications  from 
Natives  throughout  the  whole  of  the  North 
Island,  in  which  these  Natives  have  complained 
of  moneys  being  deducted  out  of  all  their  rents, 
■and,  knowing  these  Natives  well,  I  say  they 
have  been  deprived  of  bo  very  large  a  sum  when 
their  leases  were  signed  and  sales  were  made 
that  they  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  fur- 
ther taxes.  And  I  think,  if  members  of  this 
House  will  consider  the  whole  position,  they 
will  find  that  the  Natives  throughout  New  Zea- 
land have  a  just  grievance  to  place  before  this 
House  for  their  serious  consideration.  We  have 
.also  had  the  statement  from  the  Premier  that, 
as  far  as  rates  are  concerned,  there  are  only 
half  rates,  but  I  say  it  does  not  matter  whether 
(they  are  half  rates,  for  these  half  rates  are 
made  up  by  a  10-percent,  duty — indeed,  more 
than  made  up — and  I  say  it  is  a  very  high 
tax.  You  can  understand  that  when  you  know 
that  the  European  duty  paid  upon  leases 
of  lands  or  sales  of  lands  is  only  15s.  in  the 
£100,  whereas  on  the  other  hand  the  Natives' 
-stamp  duty  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  £10  in  every 
£100 ;  and  not  only  that,  but  honourable  mem- 
•bers  will  understand  this :  that  both  these 
duties  are  paid  on  Native  transactions— both 
the  Native  duty  of  £10  in  every  £100  and  the 
ordinary  stamp  duty  which  is  paid  by  Euro- 
peans of  158.  in  every  £100.  I  ask,  is  this  fair  ? 
I  do  not  think  it  is.  Therefore,  as  against  the 
■question  of  paying  half  rates,  we  have  the  Na- 
tives involved  in  that  very  large  sum  they  are 
called  on  to  pay  in  advance  of  the  specified 
period  of  leases.  I  say  that  honourable  mem- 
bers and  the  Government  should  well  oonsider 
the  whole  position;  and  if  they  intend  this 
Bill  to  pass  into  law,  then  I  ask  them  that 
when  the  Native  Land  Court  Act  Amendment 
Bill  is  brought  down  should  concede  to  the 
Natives  their  full  right  to  deal  with  their  lands 
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as  they  please ;  and  I  think  that  is  only  a 
fair  thing  to  ask.  But  I  desire,  also,  in  con- 
clusion to  say  it  would  be  far  better  for 
honourable  members  to  cast  aside  this  senti- 
ment, because  there  is  nothing  at  ajl  in  it 
but  to  delude  those  who  have  not  studied  all 
the  phases  of  our  Native  legislation.  I  would 
rather  hear  any  honourable  member  give  a 
straight-out  opinion  than  those  who  shroud 
the  issues  with  sentiment.  This  robbing  of 
Natives  will  never  take  place  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  make  provision  for  proper  safe- 
guards in  our  Native  legislation.  We  have  the 
Grown  issuing  Proclamations  over  very  large 
areas  of  Native  lands  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  Island  ;  and  what  does  that  mean  ?  It  means 
that  the  Native  has  no  right  to  deal  with  any 
private  individual,  either  Native  or  European, 
but,  should  he  desire  to  deal,  he  must  go  to  the 
Grown,  and  take  whatever  price  the  Grown 
offers.  The  Native  Land  Gourt  Act  of  last  year 
gave  the  Grown  the  right  of  pre-emption  over 
all  Native  lands,  and,  as  you  can  judge  by 
the  statement  in  His  Excellency's  Speech  at 
the  opening  of  this  Parliament,  put  there,  of 
course,  at  the  dictation  of  the  Government, 
"  there  is  no  danger  at  all  of  the  acquisition  of 
Native  lands  by  the  State  being  arrested." 
Sir,  these  words  express  the  true  desire  of  the 
Government  and  the  insincerity  of  their  senti- 
mentali8m.  All  Proclamations  stand  over  Na- 
tive lands  until  every  block  is  acquired.  And 
in  cases  where  the  Grown  acquires  a  large 
interest  what  do  they  do?  They  cut  off  cer- 
tain areas  to  suit  the  interests  that  they  have 
already  acquired,  and,  having  done  that,  they 
issue  another  Proclamation  over  the  remaining 
areas.  Therefore  in  the  end  the  Grown  acquires 
all  these  interests.  So  the  same  argument  ap- 
plies to  private  individuals  when  they  are  ac- 
cused of  robbing  the  Natives  of  their  property. 
It  applies,  I  say,  quite  as  strongly,  and  in 
fact  more  so,  to  transactions  of  the  Grown  in 
this  matter.  I  referred  to  this  last  year  in 
respect  of  the  resumption  of  the  Crown's  right 
of  pre-emption  over  Native  lands  in  the  South 
Island;  and  what  did  we  find?  We  found 
13,000,000  acres  passing  away  from  the  Natives 
of  that  Island  under  the  Grown's  right  of  pre- 
emption ;  for  what  sum  ?  For  £5,000.  I  there- 
fore say  that  so  long  as  these  Proclamations 
exist  over  Native  lands,  so  long  as  the  Crown's 
right  of  pre-emption  over  Native  land  exists, 
so  long  also  will  the  Natives  be  robbed  by  the 
Grown,  not  only  of  their  rights,  but  also  of  the 
market  values  of  their  properties.  Another 
point  that  argues  against  the  expressions  uttered 
in  this  House  and  out  of  this  House  by  Minis- 
ters of  the  present  Government  is  this:  that, 
formerly,  blocks  of  Native  lands  were  acquired 
by  former  Governments  and  private  indivi- 
duals, and  out  of  those  purchases  reserves  were 
made  for  the  Natives,  but  many  of  these  re- 
serves are  now  being  acquired  by  the  present 
Government.  I  ask,  is  this  in  conformity  with 
their  sentimental  expressions?  Certainly  not. 
To  illustrate  what  I  mean,  say  you  purchase 
20,000  acres  of  Native  land :  you  set  apart  5,000 
acres  for  the  occupation  of  the  Native  owners 
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as  a  reserve,  because  you  know  that  they  ought 
to  have  reservations  made  for  themselves  and 
their  families,  to  keep  them  from  becoming  a 
burden  upon  the  charities  of  the  country.  This 
has  been  done.  Now  what  do  you  find?  You 
find  the  Crown — I  mean  the  present  Govern- 
ment— going  to  the  owners  of  these  reserves 
and  asking  them  if  they  desire  to  sell.  That 
is  the  position.  Sir,  to  revert  again  to  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House,  I  think  honour- 
able members  will  understand  now  the  position 
in  which  the  Natives  are  placed,  and  aot 
accordingly.  If  they  desire  that  the  Natives 
should  be  treated  fairly,  the  Bill  ought  to  be 
thrown  out.  I  cannot  see,  on  the  other  hand, 
why  the  Natives  cannot  have  the  same  right  to 
deal  with  their  properties  as  Europeans  have 
to  deal  with  theirs,  in  the  face  of  the  facts  I 
have  given. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— It  does  seem  to  me,  Sir,  that 
honourable  members  who  know  something  of 
Maori  matters  cannot  but  feel  deeply  pained 
at  the  wrongs  from  which  the  Native  race 
are  suffering.  During  the  last  half-hour  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori  Dis- 
trict has  been  pointing  out  to  us  the  position 
in  which  his  people  stand,  and  the  treat- 
ment extended  to  them  by  this  Government. 
5  0  He  has  pointed  out  how  tax  upon  tax 
under  one  Act  or  another  has  been 
crowded  upon  them,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
the  Government  tie  up  their  lands,  and  they 
are  thus  unable  to  realise  their  properties  in  a 
fair  market,  but  have  to  sell  them  to  the 
Government  at  such  prices  as  they  choose  to 
give.  It  is  painful  that  the  Natives  are  to  be 
so  robbed — for  it  is  nothing  short  of  robbery. 
And  it  is  all  the  more  painful  when  one  thinks 
how  indifferent  the  House  is.  As  he  spoke, 
Sir,  the  listless  silence  was  only  disturbed  by 
yawns  from  the  Ministerial  benches.  The 
appeal  was  treated  as  if  it  was  merely  a  weari- 
some tirade,  as  if  there  was  no  reality  in  it, 
and  as  if  these  unfortunate  Natives  are  still 
to  be  systematically  robbed  of  their  rights  and 
of  their  property.  Is  it  so  that  there  is  no  use 
appealing  to  the  House  ?  Honourable  members 
seem  to  think  that  their  sole  duty  is  to  vote 
with  the  Government,  and  they  will  listen  to 
no  tale  of  wrong;  and  I  suppose  it  is  so  the 
thing  will  go  on.  Still,  one  oannot  help  ex- 
pressing oneself  as  deeply  pained  at  the  treat- 
ment the  Native  race  is  receiving.  It  is  useless 
to  further  refer  to  the  remarks  of  the  Treasurer 
in  introducing  the  Bill  in  so  far  as  his  attempt 
is  concerned  to  thrust  the  responsibility  for  any 
injury  done  to  the  colonial  credit  on  to  this 
side  of  the  House.  It  has  been  so  fully  refuted 
by  various  honourable  members  that  I  need 
not  dwell  further  upon  it.  There  is  only  one 
matter  that  struck  me  as  quoted  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell),  where  the  Premier  contemplated  the 
necessity  of  using  the  £476,000  of  guaranteed 
debentures,  and  pointed  out  that  even  then 
they  could  not  have  met  the  October  liabilities 
without  the  proceeds  of  the  land-tax.  That 
clearly  put  it  before  the  world  that  the  finance 
of  New  Zealand  was  in  dire  straits,  as  these 


debentures  are  held  for  extreme  emergencies. 
The  Premier's  words  conveyed  the  admission 
that  even  with  this  money  we  could  not  make- 
the  October  engagements  up,  and  hence  the- 
necessity  for  the  tax.  The  Treasurer  and  the 
Premier  again  and  again  gave  to  the  world 
that  the  finances  of  the  colony  were  in  such  a 
state  Of  exhaustion  that  there  was  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  put  on  this  tax.  The  Treasurer 
may  say  what  he  likes  now,  but  that  was  the 
argument  he  used  to  induce  the  House  to 
agree  to  the  collection  of  the  tax  four  months 
earlier  last  year.  My  object,  however,  in  rising, 
was  to  refer  more  immediately  to  this.  We  are 
to  be  called  on  to  fix  the  collection  of  this  tax 
for  a  day  in  August,  which  will  be  a  very  great 
hardship  to  the  landed  people  in  the  country. 
All  know  the  distress  that  has  prevailed  for 
some  years,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding: 
employment  for  the  working-people,  and  the 
months  of  August  and  September  are  the 
months  when  the  means  of  the  settlers  are 
most  exhausted.  Their  produce  has  long  been- 
realised  upon,  and  it  is  only  by  borrowing,  by 
advanoes  on  their  growing  clip,  and  the  like,, 
that  many  can  get  money  to  carry  on. 
Every  one  who  knows  about  trade  is  aware 
that  in  these  months  a  large  amount  of  accom- 
modation has  to  be  extended  to  storekeepers 
and  to  traders  throughout  the  country,  who 
are  again  extending  assistance  to  farmers. 
It  is  cruel  to  fix  the  collection  of  the  tax  for 
this  month,  when  it  will  prove  the  greatest 
hardship  to  settlers  throughout  the  country. 
The  Treasurer  points  out  that  he  has  engage- 
ments to  meet  in  October,  and  that  he  wants 
the  money.  All  the  while  he  proclaims  a  great 
amount  of  sympathy  for  the  settlers.  When 
the  Treasurer  is  loud  about  sympathy  and  con- 
sideration, depend  upon  it  he  intends  to  do 
nothing.  Still,  I  say  that  if  there  is  any  one 
time  at  whioh  Treasury  bills,  ought  to  be  used 
this  is  the  occasion.  Why  should  it  not  be 
done  ?  Or,  if  the  Treasurer  is  not  prepared  to 
issue  Treasury  bills,  then,  by  using  the  cable, 
even  if  the  money  were  collected  in  Ootober, 
it  could  be  remitted  in  plenty  of  time,  and 
the  extra  cost  would  be  very  trifling.  The 
Treasurer  has  ample  opportunities  by  which 
he  might  avoid  putting  on  the  tax  at  a  date 
whioh  would  be  so  oppressive  and  awkward 
for  the  settlers,  and  which  must  interfere  with 
the  employment  of  labour  at  the  dullest  season 
of  the  year.  I  trust  the  House  will  give  due 
consideration  to  this  matter.  The  proposal  is 
so  diametrically  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  that  I  trust  the  Treasurer  will  acoept 
in  Committee  an  amendment  extending  the 
time,  at  least,  till  October.  I  trust  the  Trea- 
surer will  not  regard  this  as  a  party  question, 
but  that,  recognising  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  circumstances  in  which  every  one 
is  placed,  he  will  not  do  a  thing  which  will 
so  much  interfere  with  providing  employment, 
and  which  will  inflict  so  great  hardship  on  the 
settlers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — Sir,  does  the  Treasurer 
realise,  as  day  after  day  passes,  how  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House  is  taken  up  by  himself 
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and  the  Premier  in  explaining  away,  and  even 
Absolutely  denying,  statements  which  they  have 
previously  made  ?  Not  only  on  this  side  of  the 
House  but  on  the  Government  side  it  is  quite 
realised  how  useless  it  is  to  rely  upon  anything 
<that  these  honourable  gentlemen  may  say.  In 
the  course  of  this  afternoon's  debate  all  the 
House  heard  from  the  Government  benches, 
in  language  unmistakable,  that  the  day  for  the 
•collection  of  the  land-tax  was  to  be  fixed  for 
the  convenience  of  the  department ;  yet  a  few 
jninutes  afterwards  a  blank  denial  was  given 
that  any  such  statement  was  made. 

Mr.  WARD.— Who  made  the  statement? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man surely  does  not  wish  me  to  waste  my  time 
and  his  own  by  again  and  again  repeating 
what  he  knows  to  have  been  stated  from  the 
^Government  benches. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  ask,  who  made  the  state- 
ment? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — Various  quotations  have 
-been  given  from  the  debate  of  last  year  to  show 
the  utter  unreliability  of  any  statements  by 
Ministers.  I  will  give  the  honourable  gentle- 
man another  quotation  from  Hansard,  and  I 
submit  that  the  House  cannot  avoid  accepting 
it  as  proving  what  has  been  again  and  again 
.asserted  on  this  side,  that  if  any  one  was  to 
blame  for  casting  financial  discredit  on  the 
colony  with  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  land- 
tax  it  was  the  members  of  the  Government. 
"  We  have  not,  and  we  shall  not  have  on  the 
31st  October,  sufficient  money  in  England  for 
the  purposes  of  interest."  Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  accept  that  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Then,  here  is  another 
quotation  from  the  Premier's  speech :  "  What 
will  the  position  be  when  the  £600,000  is 
wanted  and  we  only  have  £470,000  of  deben- 
tures? That  would  not  pay  the  £600,000 
wanted,  would  it  ? "  They  had  not  got  the 
money,  and  therefore  they  were  asking  the 
House  to  do  what  they  were  doing.  "  But 
honourable  members,"  according  to  the  Trea- 
surer, "  are  so  obtuse."  This  is  what  he  said 
last  year : — 

"  Well,  if  we  had  the  money  we  should  not 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  be  asking  the 
House  to  do  what  we  are  doing.  But  these 
honourable  gentlemen  do  not  understand  the 
matter  in  the  slightest.  They  are  so  obtuse,  if 
I  may  use  that  term." 

I  acknowledge  to  being  very  obtuse  when  I 
hear  Minister  after  Minister  employing  a  large 
part  of  their  time  denying  what  members  have 
heard  them  saying,  and  what  in  a  great  many 
instances  is  absolutely  recorded  in  Hansard. 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  want  any 
more  quotations  ?  Now,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man commenced  his  speech  by  expressing  his 
desire  to  make  the  taxation  fall  as  lightly  as 
possible  on  all  taxpayers.  Of  course,  he  was 
•referring  to  the  taxation  proposed  to  be  levied 
by  this  Bill  in  particular.  What  is  the  value 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  assurances? 
On  the  one  hand  he  asks  us  to  believe  that  it 
is  his  desire  that  taxation  should  fall  as  lightly 
Mr.  Buchanan 


as  possible,  and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  by  this 
Bill  he  insists  upon  levying  this  taxation  on 
the  17th  of  August— a  time  of  the  year  that, 
ever}*  honourable  gentleman  must  know,  is  the 
worst  time  he  could  choose  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  year.  Why  should  the  settlers  on 
the  land  be  dealt  with  so  differently  from,  and 
so  much  more  harshly  than,  any  other  olass  of 
taxpayers  ?  If  it  is  right  and  proper  to  issue 
Treasury  bills  in  anticipation  of  revenue  coming 
in  by  other  methods  of  taxation  from  other 
classes  of  the  community,  why  should  settlers 
on  the  land  be  shut  out  from  the  same  bene- 
fits? Will  the  Treasurer  inform  the  House, 
when  replying,  why  this  should  be  so?  The 
honourable  gentleman  last  year  tried  to  con- 
ceal the  glaring  fact  that  he  anticipated  the 
usual  time  for  levying  the  land-tax  by  no  less 
than  four  months,  because  the  taxation  was  to 
fall  on  a  particular  class  ;  but  he  has  now  dis- 
carded all  concealment,  and  asks  us  to  take 
part  in  a  permanent  injustice.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  went  to  London,  and  he  there 
made  it  a  boast  that  he  had  saved  £11,000  to 
this  oolony  in  interest  on  Treasury  bills  by 
compelling  the  farmers  of  the  country  to  pay 
the  land-tax  four  months  before  the  usual 
time. 

Mr.  WARD. — Did  he  make  that  statement  in 
London  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— If  not,  then  he  made  it 
in  the  Financial  Statement.  Does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  deny  that  he  made  that  state- 
ment ?  Very  well ;  has  the  honourable  gentle- 
man so  low  an  opinion  of  the  intelligence  of 
members  of  this  House  as  to  think  that  they 
can  fail  to  note  the  fact  that  the  saving  of  this 
£11,000  to  the  colony  must  have  cost  the  farmers 
double  that  amount  in  interest  to  banks,  mer- 
chants, and  others?  And  yet  we  have  him 
blazoning  forth  that  he  has  made  £11,000  for 
the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  at  the  expense  of 
settlers  on  the  land,  and  almost  in  the  same 
breath  he  asserts  that  he  tries  to  deal  as  lightly 
as  possible  with  those  who  have  to  pay  taxa- 
tion under  this  Bill.  Comment  on  statements 
and  actions  so  irreconcilable  with  each  other 
is  not  at  all  necessary  from  me.  There  is 
another  feature  of  this  unfortunate  Bill :  The 
taxation  upon  Native  land  is  dealt  with  as 
if  each  and  every  Native  held  his  land  in 
severalty.  What  is  the  real  position?  It  is 
that  there  are  very  few  cases  in  which  their 
land  is  not  held  in  common  and  in  numbers 
running  up  to  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  and  even  a 
hundred.  I  know  many  instances  in  the  dis- 
trict which  I  represent  where  land  owned  by 
Natives  and  occupied  by  Europeans  would  un- 
justly fall  under  the  tax  to  be  levied  under  this 
Bill,  because  the  share  of  each  Native  is  so 
small  that  a  European  under  similar  circum- 
stances would  be  entirely  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion. Under  the  income-tax  the  income  of 
each  partner  in  a  firm  is  taken  separately,  and 
the  tax  is  assessed  accordingly,  but  under  the 
land-tax  we  have  a  totally  different  position. 
We  have  endeavoured  time  and  again  in  the 
case  of  Europeans  in  partnership  to  get  this 
injustice  in  our  system  of  taxation  remedied, 
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but  it  has  been  again  and  again  refused,  and 
now  the  same  injustice,  ten  times  intensified, 
is  proposed  to  be  perpetrated  in  regard  to  the 
Native  race.  Every  honourable  member  knows 
ihe  large  number  of  owners  there  are  in  almost 
every  block  of  Native  land,  and  yet  this  tax  is 
to  be  levied  as  if  it  belonged  to  one  owner; 
whereas,  if  the  share  of  each  Native  were  taken 
separately,  no  land-tax  could  possibly  be  levied. 
I  hope  the  House  will  rise  to  its  duty,  and  in- 
sist upon  making  amendments  in  the  clauses 
.dealing  with  Native  lands,  suoh  as  will  bring 
them  within  the  lines  of  justice. 

Mr.  McGUIKE. — I  am  very  much  dissatisfied 
with  this  Bill,  as  I  think  it  is  altogether  against 
the  interests  of  the  Natives.  They  are  taxed 
here  in  a  way  that  they  ought  not  to  be  taxed. 
They  are  not  allowed  to  deal  with  their  lands 
in  the  ordinary  way  at  all.  They  are  not 
allowed  to  deal  with  their  lands  as  Europeans 
axe,  and  therefore  they  should  not  be  taxed 
under  a  Bill  of  this  description.  We  all  know, 
when  a  Native  of  this  colony  wishes  to  dispose 
of  his  land,  he  has  to  pay  10  per  cent,  over  and 
above  anything  that  a  European  has  to  pay 
in  the  way  of  stamp  duty.  For  instance,  if  he 
wishes  to  dispose  of  his  land  to  the  value  of 
£1,000,  he  has  to  pay  £100  in  charges,  apart 
from  other  liabilities  that  may  be  on  the  land. 

Mr.  WARD.— Not  on  leasehold. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— On  leasehold  and  freehold. 
I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  the  law,  and  I 
know  that  what  I  am  saying  is  perfectly  correot. 

Mr.  WARD.— It  is  quite  wrong. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
making  a  statement  that  is  not  absolutely  cor- 
rect, notwithstanding  anything  the  Treasurer 
says  to  the  contrary.  I  know  my  ground,  and 
that  what  I  Bay  is  correct  in  every  particular. 
I  wish  to  say  one  word  in  regard  to  what  the 
Premier  told  us  in  reference  to  the  Natives 
having  no  local  rates  to  pay.  The  honourable 
gentleman's  statement  is  incorrect ;  the  Natives 
have  to  pay  local  rates  when  their  land  is 
individualised,  unless  they  are  five  miles  from 
-a  road :  then  they  have  no  rates  to  pay.  I  say, 
if  the  Natives  have  to  pay  rates  and  taxes  the 
same  as  Europeans,  they  should  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  Europeans  in  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  their  lands.  We  have  at  different 
times  in  this  House  passed  special  legislation 
when  it  suits  us  for  the  Natives;  but,  if  the 
Natives  are  not  to  be  treated  as  Europeans, 
I  think  the  Government  in  this  matter  are 
doing  a  great  wrong  and  injustice  to  the  un- 
fortunate Natives  of  this  colony.  They  are 
.robbing  them,  in  my  opinion,  of  their  rights 
-and  liberties.  The  Natives  have  now  to  pay 
for  fencing,  the  same  as  Europeans,  and  we 
should  place  them  in  the  same  position  as  our 
own  people.  They  are  an  intelligent  race,  and 
•quite  able  to  look  after  their  own  interests. 
Then,  again,  this  Bill  is  to  be  set  up  for  all 
time,  and  we  cannot  bring  up  the  question  of 
taxation  annually  in  the  House.  I  consider 
this  is  quite  wrong.  We  were  told  also  by 
-the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  it  is  necessary  we 
should  settle  this  matter  once  and  for  all.  I 
always  understood  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 


and  from  the  Ministerial  benches,  that  the 
finance  of  the  Government  was  very  strong 
indeed. 

Mr.  WARD.— So  it  is. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— If  so,  why  do  you  collect 
the  land-tax  before  the  proper  time  ?  Last 
year  you  collected  the  tax  before  the  proper 
period,  and  placed  the  farmers  of  the  country 
in  a  position  they  would  not  have  been  placed 
in  if  the  Government  had  any  consideration  for 
tbem.  By  that  action  the  farmers  were  placed 
in  great  financial  straits,  and  the  labour  of 
the  colony  was  disorganized.  The  Government 
are  apparently  not  satisfied  with  the  hardships 
they  inflicted  last  year,  as  they  are  about  to 
repeat  the  same  thing  this  year.  Then,  again, 
why  should  the  farmer  be  compelled  to  pay 
his  tax  before  those  pay  who  have  incomes? 
Surely  those  who  have  incomes  ought  to  be 
able  to  pay  the  tax  at  as  early  a  period  as  the 
farmer.  There  is  no  justice  in  this  class  legis- 
lation. The  artisan  receives  every  attention 
from  the  present  Government,  but  there  is  no 
consideration  shown  for  the  people  who  are 
the  backbone  of  the  country,  and  upon  whom 
the  foundation  of  the  country  rests.  These  are 
the  people  surely  who  should  receive  some  con- 
sideration and  attention.  All  classes  should  be 
treated  alike.  I  consider  the  Natives,  as  re- 
gards this  measure,  are  treated  in  a  most  dis- 
graceful manner,  and  in  a  way  they  should  not 
be  treated  by  a  Government  who  profess  to  act 
with  justice  to  all.  With  respect  to  the  retro- 
spective legislation  :  if  any  one  will  read  clause 
9  he  will  see  that  the  Bill  is  to  apply  retrospec- 
tively, and  that  is  a  thing  which  should  not  be 
tolerated  by  this  House.  I  hope  and  trust  that 
the  House  will  rise  to  the  occasion,  and  Bay  that 
the  Natives  of  this  colony  are  to  be  treated  in 
just  the  same  way  as  the  Europeans.  I  trust 
that  this  Parliament  will  see  that  the  Natives 
are  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  Europeans, 
and  will  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  their  land  in 
the  same  way.  Until  that  is  done  I  hold  we 
have  no  right  to  tax  the  Natives  in  the  way 
which  is  proposed  under  this  Bill.  I  shall  cer- 
tainly oppose  the  Bill,  and  especially  that  sec- 
tion which  bears  on  the  farmers,  and  also  the 
provision  relating  to  the  Natives. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  should  like  to 
draw  attention  to  the  form  this  Bill  is  drafted 
in.  Hitherto  it  has  always  been  the  custom  to 
follow  the  traditions  of  Parliament,  that  all 
grants,  aids,  and  supplies  are  the  sole  gift  of 
the  Grown  ;  and  any  one  reading  our  Standing 
Orders  will  see  that  all  supplies  are  described 
as  the  gift  of  the  Grown.  Every  Act  that  has 
been  passed  hitherto  in  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  supplies  begins  as  follows : — 

"Most  Gracious  Sovereign,  —  We,  your 
Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  New  Zealand,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  towards  making  good 
the  supply  which  we  have  cheerfully  granted 
to  your  Majesty  in  this  session  of  Parliament, 
have  resolved  to  grant  unto  your  Majesty  the 
sums  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  do  therefore 
most  humbly  beseech  your  Majesty  that  it  may 
be  enacted,    .    .    ." 
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That  has  always  been  the  custom  hitherto. 
Now  we  have  a  Bill  brought  in  which  con- 
tains, I  think,  a  serious  innovation.  It  begins, 
"Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
New  Zealand,"  et  cetera — not  by  the  Houbo  of 
Representatives  only.  It  would  have  been  well 
worth  while  to  keep  up  the  old  tradition  of 
Parliament — that  it  is  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  has  the  passing  or  granting 
of  supplies  to  the  Crown.  In  this  Bill  we  have 
no  address  to  Her  Majesty  at  all,  such  as  has 
always  been  the  custom.  It  is  merely  said  that 
"  The  duties  of  land-tax  and  of  income-tax  shall 
be  levied  ...  at  the  rates  set  forth  in  the 
Schedule  hereto."  That  is  an  innovation,  and 
is  not  one  which  should  recommend  itself  to 
the  House.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  itself, 
I  think,  myself,  that  most  of  the  points  have 
been  touched  upon;  but,  before  we  go  into 
Committee,  I  should  like  to  put  my  opinions, 
which  are  the  same  as  those  of  other  honour- 
able members,  on  record  on  this  subject.  As 
has  been  stated,  the  chief  points  in  the  Bill 
are  :  first,  the  question  of  making  this  tax 
permanent ;  secondly,  the  fixing  of  the  date 
on  which  the  tax  is  to  be  paid.  With  regard 
to  the  annual  taxing  Acts,  it  is  an  historical 
fact  that  it  is  not  so  many  hundreds  of  years 
ago  that  it  was  considered  one  of  the  greatest 
principles  and  privileges  of  Parliament  that 
all  appropriations  should  be  made  annually.  I 
think  it  is  very  desirable  that  that  principle 
should  still  be  maintained,  for  several  reasons. 
If  we  pass  this  permanent  Act,  fixing  the  dates 
at  a  certain  period  in  every  year,  we  are  prac- 
tically taking  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  ordi- 
nary member  of  this  House  to  comment  upon 
this  tax,  or  the  date  on  which  it  is  levied,  or  to 
alter  it  in  any  way  at  all ;  because  an  ordi- 
nary member  of  the  House  could  not  bring  in 
a  money  Bill,  or  an  amendment  of  a  Land-tax 
Act,  and  there  will  be  no  such  Bill  before 
Parliament.  It  has  always  been  the  custom, 
before  Bills  of  this  sort  are  passed,  for  honour- 
able members  to  take  the  opportunity  of  criti- 
cizing the  finances,  and  the  whole  question  of 
the  taxation  of  land  and  income,  and  also  the 
date  and  method  of  collection  each  year.  If  we 
are  going  to  pass  this  permanent  Act,  all  these 
rights  and  privileges  will  be  taken  away  from 
us,  and  the  Ministers  for  the  time  being  in 
power  will  be  able  to  raise  taxation  themselves 
without  coming  to  Parliament  at  all  for  au- 
thority. I  think  this  is  a  serious  thing,  if  we 
say  that  we  are  going  to  give  up  our  rights, 
and  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  Minister 
for  the  time  being  to  raise  this  money,  whe- 
ther the  House  likes  it  or  does  not.  I  wish 
to  point  out — it  has  been  pointed  out  before 
—  that  if  the  House  loses  its  right,  it  has 
no  power  to  repeal  this  Bill,  for  no  private 
member  can  bring  in  a  money  Bill — that  re- 
mains the  sole  prerogative  of  the  Government ; 
and,  once  we  make  it  a  permanent  Act,  we 
know  well  that  we  could  get  no  Government 
to  come  down  and  say  that  for  the  future  the 
Act  shall  be  brought  down  and  passed  annu- 
ally. We  have  already  given  great  power  to 
the  Government  in  the  way  of  supplies.  They 
Mr.  Montgomery 


already  have  the  Customs  duties  and  other 
duties,  which  are  raised  every  year  under  fixed 
Acts.  This  tax  is  almost  the  only  one  which 
is  raised  under  an  Act  passed  annually,  and,  as 
I  have  already  said,  there  are  reasons  why  we 
should  maintain  it  as  such.  I  say  that  no 
Minister  should  be  afraid  to  come  down  to  Par- 
liament and  say,  "We  ask  you  to  make  the 
date  the  same  this  year  as  last."  There  may  be 
objection  to  that  course,  but  the  House  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  Baying  what  that  ob- 
jection was.  If  there  were  no  objection,  there 
would  of  course  be  no  objection  to  the  date 
being  fixed  by  Act  each  year  as  before;  and 
the  Government  should  not  be  afraid  to  bring, 
down  a  Bill  to  that  effect.  I,  for  one,  fail 
to  see  that  there  could  be  any  danger  in 
bringing  down  such  a  Bill ;  and  when  this  Bill 
goes  into  Committee  I  shall  vote  for  the  appro- 

„  qq  priation  being  made  an  annual  one. 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  more  before 
I  sit  down.  I  would  remark  that  this  is  only 
one  instance  out  of  several  in  which  we  have 
been  made  to  pass  Acts  providing  for  moneys 
being  paid  out  of  taxation  or  otherwise  for 
more  than  a  year.  I  wish  now  to  refer  to  one- 
or  two  more  cases.  We  have,  as  an  instance, 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  under  which  we 
decided  that  a  million  and  a  half  pounds  was 
to  be  raised  each  year  for  two  years.  At  that 
time,  when  speaking  on  the  subject,  I  strongly 
objected  to  the  money  being  raised  for  more 
than  one  year.  I  stated  then  that  all  ap- 
propriations of  money  by  this  House  should 
come  before  Parliament  every  year  ;  but  it  was 
said  by  the  Treasurer  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  we  should  borrow  three  mil- 
lions, and  that  nothing  less  would  do';  he  was 
quite  certain  of  that.  What  did  happen  ?  We 
have  before  us  a  return  under  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act,  made  up  to  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  and  if  I  remember  rightly — for  I  have  not 
had  time  to  look  up  the  figures — the  actual 
amount  advanced  to  dettlers  up  to  the  31st  of 
March  was  only  £5,000,  and  I  think  that  that 
is  a  strong  proof  that  what  the  Treasurer  said 
about  this  million  and  a  half  being  necessary 
for  more  than  one  year  was  not  a  fact.  There 
was  not  the  necessity  stated  by  the  Treasurer 
at  that  time  for  raising  this  money  under  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act. 

Mr.  WARD. — What  are  you  referring  to  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  referring  to  the- 
three  millions  authorised  to  be  raised  under  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  I  say  that  those  three 
millions  were  not  required  to  be  raised  all  at 
once,  although  the  Colonial  Treasurer  said  he 
must  have  authority  for  three  millions  in  order 
to  be  able  to  oarry  out  the  Act  successfully.  A 
million  and  a  half  of  money  was  raised,  and 
that  was  all ;  and  that  million  and  a  half  is 
likely  to  last  for  the  next  two  years.  I  think, 
now,  honourable  members  will  see  that  it  was 
not  necessary  that  we  should  pass  legislation 
for  more  than  one  year  in  that  instance,  and 
that  they  will  hesitate  before  agreeing  with  the- 
Treasurer  in  so  passing  like  legislation  on  this 
occasion.  Then,  we  have  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act  of  last  year.    There  was  authority 
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to  raise  £250,000  a  year  for  five  years.  And 
before  I  go  any  further  I  may  say  I  did  not 
vote  against  that  myself,  aa  I  thought  it  might 
be  advisable;  but,  since  I  have  seen  the  re- 
sults, and  that  last  year  there  was  only  a 
sum  of  £25,000  instead  of  £250,000  spent,  and 
that  this  money  accumulates  from  year  to 
year,  I  say,  therefore,  that  we  have  a  lesson  to 
learn  from  this  matter,  that  we  should  not  in 
future  pass  votes  for  more  than  one  year.  We 
ought  to  have  'such  matters  entirely  under 
the  control  of  Parliament.  I  have  a  return 
before  me  showing  the  figures,  if  any  honour- 
able member  should  wish  to  refer  to  it.  I 
do  not  say  that  there  are  no  liabilities,  but  I 
simply  say  that  for  the  year  there  was  only 
a  sum  of  £25,000  spent.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
raise  more  money  next  year,  then  the  Minister 
of  Lands  could  come  before  Parliament  and 
state  what  amount  was  required  to  be  raised, 
and  could  do  so  each  year.  We  should  then 
know  how  much  money  had  been  spent  for  the 
year,  and  how  much  was  likely  to  be  spent  for 
the  following  year.  It  should  not  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Ministry  to  say  what  money  should 
be  spent  from  year  to  year,  or  how  much  money 
should  be  spent  within  two  or  three  years.  It 
should  be  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
House.  What  would  happen,  supposing  some 
local  body,  some  Road  Board  or  County  Coun- 
cil, proposed  to  levy  a  rate  of  }d.  or  Id.  for  all 
time,  or  for  ninety-nine  years,  and  pass  an  Act 
to  prevent  it  from  being  altered?  Why,  you 
would  find  throughout  the  country  that  the 
people  would  say,  ••  We  want  a  certain  amount 
of  money  for  one  year,  and  we  may  want  a 
different  amount  for  the  next  year."  And  I 
venture  to  say  that  any  Road  Board  which  at- 
tempted to  do  that  would  meet  with  the  con- 
demnation of  the  ratepayers.  Now,  this  is 
exactly  what  the  Government  is  trying  to  do 
now.  The  Treasurer  has  brought  in  this  Bill, 
saying  that  the  land-tax  shall  be  at  one  penny 
in  the  pound,  and  shall  not  be  altered  for  all 
time.  The  House  will  not  have  power  to  alter 
it,  either  next  year  or  in  any  following  year.  It 
cannot  be  altered,  unless  there  is  a  Government 
in  power  which  determines  that  the  tax  shall 
be  made  an  annual  one ;  and,  if  I  know  any- 
thing of  Governments,  once  a  Government  ob- 
tain the  right  of  expending  money  year  after 
year  without  coming  to  the  House  for  appro- 
priation, they  will  never  bring  in  a  Bill  to  stop 
it  if  they  can  possibly  help  it.  It  is,  of  course, 
rather  on  the  principle  of  the  measure  that  I 
have  been  speaking  than  on  the  particular 
application  of  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  over 
the  old  ground  of  the  principle  again.  I  have 
simply  to  say  this :  that  it  took  several  centuries 
of  fighting  between  the  statesmen  of  those 
days  and  the  Crown  before  this  privilege  of  the 
House  of  making  annual  appropriations  was 
won.  It  was  a  great  work  to  gain  that  privilege. 
The  rights  of  the  House  have  not  been  lightly 
gained,  and  I  think  they  should  not  be  lightly 
parted  with.  Now  I  wish  to  come  to  another 
part  of  the  subject,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
the  date  on  which  the  land-tax  is  made  pay- 
able.   It  is  proposed  that  the  land-tax  shall  be 
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made  payable  on  the  17th  August.  Last  year 
it  was  on  the  81st  August,  and  before  that  it 
was  in  December.  The  reason  given  last  year 
why  it  should  be  on  the  81st  August,  instead  of 
in  December,  was  that  it  was  required  for  a 
particular  emergency.  I  venture  to  say,  if  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  last  year  brought  down 
a  Bill  to  say  that  the  land-tax  should  be  col- 
lected four  months  earlier  than  usual,  that  Bill 
would  have  met  with  very  serious  opposition 
from  both  sides  of  the  House. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.—I  say  it  would  have 
met  with  the  serious  opposition  of  the  House, 
and  so  far  as  I  could  I  would  have  opposed  it. 
I  understood  that  the  Bill  at  that  time  was 
introduced  to  meet  a  financial  emergency. 
That  was  very  clearly  stated  in  the  speeches  of 
the  Premier  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  about  that.  I  am  not  going  to 
read  those  statements  again  ;  but  if  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  contradicts  me  I  will  hansardise 
some  more  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
words;  but  I  think  there  has  been  sufficient 
hansardising  of  speeches  to-night.  According 
to  the  speeches  of  the  Premier  and  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  the  Bill  was  introduced  for  a  special 
occasion,  and  the  tax  was  only  to  be  raised  at 
the  time  specified  on  one  occasion,  and,  after 
that,  it  was  to  revert  to  the  old  custom  of 
being  raised  in  December.  And  that  was  what 
I  said  to  my  constituents  when  I  met  them  in 
the  recess.  I  said  that  I  voted  for  it  because 
there  was  to  a  certain  extent  a  financial  crisis 
and  an  emergency,  and  I  would  support  the 
Treasurer  in  that  emergency.  I  stated  that  I 
had  not  any  means  of  judging  for  myself,  and, 
that  being  so,  I  would  support  the  Treasurer. 
But  how  will  the  farmers  regard  it  now?  Last 
year  they  were  told  that  there  was  an  emer- 
gency ;  and  this  year  they  are  told  that  the  tax 
is  going  to  be  collected  at  an  even  earlier  date. 
They  will  say  that  last  year  there  might  havo 
been  some  excuse,  but  there  is  no  excuse  this 
time.  I  venture  to  Bay  that  this  proposal  will 
meet  with  very  serious  oriticism  by  the  farming 
oommunity,  and  I,  as  a  representative  of  the 
farming  community,  protest  against  a  Bill 
which  proposes  that  the  collection  of  the  land- 
tax  shall  be  made  at  this  early  date. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.—  It  is  only  thirteen  days 
earlier. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— It  is  thirteen  days 
plus  four  months.  It  was  raised  between  three 
and  four  months  earlier  last  year  than  the  year 
before.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  told  us  that 
it  was  necessary,  but  he  has  not  proved  it  since. 
If  he  has  proved  anything,  it  is  that  it  is  quite 
unnecessary.  He  has  told  us  that  this  year  he 
is  not  going  to  raise  the  tax  till  October  next. 
I  should  like  to  know  how  it  is  that  up  to  this 
year  we  have  always  raised  the  tax  later.  Be- 
fore this  Government  came  into  office  it  was 
raised  in  two  instalments ;  and,  up  to  now,  the 
finances  of  the  colony  have  always  been  in 
such  a  position  that  the  tax  has  been  raised  at 
a  time  when  the  farmers  were  in  a  position  to 
pay  it.    What  is  the  necessity  for  making  this 
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change  ?  I  will  go  further  and  I  will  say  that, 
had  we  known  the  facts  last  year, — had  we 
known  the  state  of  the  funds  in  the  Treasury, 
— there  is  not  one  of  us  who  would  have 
stated  that  the  change  was  necessary  last  year. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  was  asked  in  London, 
"  Why  did  you  raise  the  land-tax  earlier  ?  "  and 
the  curious  reply  made  was  that  there  was  no 
necessity  to  raise  the  land- tax;  that  we  had, 
I  think,  three  millions  of  unpledged  securities 
in  London. 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  entirely  wrong.  There 
was  no  necessity  to  collect  the  land-tax  to  pay 
the  interest. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  he  said  there 
was  no  necessity  to  collect  the  land-tax  to  pay 
the  interest.  I  accept  that,  but  I  do  not  see 
that  it  makes  any  difference.  I  understood 
that  the  earlier  collection  of  the  land-tax  was 
to  pay  the  interest.  It  was  for  no  other  object 
whatever.  If  there  was  no  necessity  last  year 
to  collect  the  land-tax  to  pay  our  interest,  why 
collect  it  earlier?  I  am  taking  the  Colonial 
Treasurer's  words  as  he  has  just  uttered  them, 
and  I  say  there  was  no  necessity  to  collect  the 
land-tax  at  that  time.  As  to  the  securities,  I 
do  not  think  they  could  have  been  touched, 
but  we  had  at  that  time  £476,000  of  Imperial- 
guaranteed  debentures,  which  could  have  been 
pledged  if  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest.  Besides  that,  we  had  something  like 
£500,000  of  Treasury  bills  unissued,  which 
could  have  been  used  to  pay  the  interest ;  and 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  cash  in 
London.  We  have  been  told  that  the  object  of 
the  Government  in  not  issuing  Treasury  bills 
was  to  save  interest,  and  that  we  actually  saved, 
I  think,  £10,000  or  £11,000.  But  that  £10,000 
was  simply  added  to  the  land-tax:  it  was  the 
farmers  of  the  country  who  paid  it,  and  we  do 
not  want  to  have  the  farmers  of  the  country 
paying  £10,000  more  land-tax.  We  want  the 
land-tax  as  it  was  before.  The  season  when  the 
tax  is  to  be  paid  has  been  referred  to.  That 
season  is,  above  all  others,  the  most  awkward 
for  the  farmers  in  which  to  pay  the  tax.  It  is 
before  their  wool  comes  in,  and  is  long  after 
they  have  sold  their  sheep,  and  they  are  neces- 
sarily at  bed-rock  as  far  as  their  finances  go  at 
that  particular  period.  Surely,  if  we  are  to 
show  any  consideration  for  the  farming  com- 
munity, I  think,  considering  the  general  fall  in 
price  of  everything  in  the  shape  of  agricultural 
produce,  and  recognising  that  the  farmers  of 
the  country  are  really  the  backbone  of  the 
country,  we  should  show  that  consideration  in 
selecting  a  more  fitting  time  for  the  collection 
of  the  tax.  If  we  are  to  show  them  considera- 
tion, then  this  land-tax  should  be  raised  at  a 
time  when  it  will  be  the  least  burdensome; 
and  the  best  time  at  which  to  raise  that  tax 
would,  I  think,  be  about  November  or  Decem- 
ber. That  is  the  time  it  used  to  be  raised  at 
before.  The  farmers  will  then  have  had  their 
wool  6old,  or  they  will  have  had  advances  made 
against  it  at  that  time.  When  the  Bill  is  in 
Committee  I  hope  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will 
reconsider  the  question  of  the  date,  and  will 
alter  the  date  of  collection  to  some  time  in 
Mr.  Montgomery 


December.  As  to  the  inoome-tax,  of  course 
the  argument  does  not  apply  so  much,  as  the 
income  oomes  in  nearly  all  the  year  round.  I 
would  especially  ask  him  to  reconsider  the  data, 
because  this  year  has  been  one  of  the  most 
disastrous  ever  known  in  the  colony  so  far  as 
farming  is  concerned.  Whatever  the  position 
of  the  farmers  may  have  been  last  year  to 
enable  them  to  pay  the  land-tax,  at  any  rate 
this  year  their  finances  are  at  bed-rock;  they 
have  lost  sheep  in  the  snow,  they  have  had 
a  very  bad  season,  and  a  great  many  of  them 
are  in  financial  straits.  I  would  ask  him  to 
reconsider  the  question,  and  to  make  the  land- 
tax  payable  at  a  time  which,  I  am  sure,  will 
suit  the  farmers  best — that  is,  about  Decem- 
ber. As  this  is  a  Bill  to  grant  a  sum  of  money, 
which  we  are  bound  to  grant  sooner  or  later, 
I  am  not  going  to  vote  against  the  second  read- 
ing; but,  when  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee, 
I  shall  reserve  my  right  to  see  that  amend- 
ments are  made  on  the  lines  I  have  suggested. 
Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.  — Sir,  the  speech 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
has  just  delivered  I  take  the  liberty  to  say  I 
think  is  the  very  best  he  has  delivered  in  the 
House,  being  full  of  important  facts,  viewed 
from  the  standpoint  of  a  representative  of  a 
farming  constituency.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man very  accurately  states  the  position.  The 
Bill  that  is  now  before  the  House  proposes  to 
make  two  material  alterations  in  connection 
with  the  law  relating  to  the  land-  and  income- 
tax.  It  proposes,  first  of  all,  to  fix  perpetually 
the  amount  of  the  tax,  and  it  proposes  also  to 
fix  the  date  for  its  collection.  Now,  Sir,  I 
think  there  may  be  exception  taken  to  both 
these  points ;  and  I  shall  be  prepared,  when 
in  Committee,  to  do  my  part  in  helping  the 
honourable  member  to  bring  this  Bill  into 
something  like  the  shape  it  should  take  if  it  is 
to  represent  what  are  the  wishes  of  the  farming 
community  of  the  colony,  some  of  whom  I  have 
the  honour  myself  to  represent.  One  of  the 
most  important  functions  of  Parliament  is  its 
annual  control  of  the  expenditure,  and  of  the 
means  by  which  the  revenue  is  raised;  and  this 
control,  I  think,  instead  of  being  slackened, 
should  be  tightened.  Something  has  been  said 
throughout  this  debate  as  to  the  power  and 
growth  of  the  democracy,  and,  although  some 
honourable  members  may  sneer,  it  appears  to 
me  that  those  honourable  members  who  repre- 
sent the  democratic  section  of  the  community 
in  this  House  ought  to  watch  very  closely  a  BUI 
such  as  this.  What  are  the  facts  ?  Hitherto, 
every  Government  has  been  compelled  to  come 
to  this  House  and  ask  for  an  annual  appropria- 
tion of  the  direct  taxation  of  the  colony.  And 
what  I  want  to  point  out  to  democratic  mem- 
bers of  this  House  is  this :  that  in  connection 
with  that  annual  appropriation  there  is  always 
a  power,  by  the  Bill  being  brought  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  of  a  move  being  made  to  change 
the  incidence  of  taxation.  And  what  are  we 
going  to  do  in  connection  with  the  tariff  ?  If 
I  understand  anything  of  the  feeling  on  the 
part  of  a  large  section  of  this  House,  it  is  this : 
that  when  the  Tariff  Bill  comes  on  the  floor 
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-of  the  House   we  should  make  an  effort  to 
lessen  the  burdens  of  the  people  which  are  of  an 
indirect  character ;  that  as  far  as  possible  we 
should  endeavour  to  alter  the  burdens  of  taxa- 
tion which  are  pressing  most  directly  upon  the 
mass  of  the  people  in  the  colony.     Well,  if  that 
he  the  case,  it  may  be  necessary  there  should 
•be  an  increase  in  connection  with  the  income- 
tax  of  the  colony  ;  and  I  am  one  of  those  who 
think  that  in  many  respects  the  income-tax  is 
too  light,  and  could  be  very  appropriately  in- 
creased. But  if  the  House  is  going  to  make  the 
land-tax  and  income-tax  perpetual,  standing 
always  at  the  same  amount,  then  the  power  of 
the  democratic  members  to  alter  the  incidenoe 
of  taxation  will  be  to  a  very  large  extent  taken 
away.    I  do  not  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  the 
*•  single  tax,"  but  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  we  live  in  a  time  when  events  are 
moving  rapidly ;   and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  before  long  there  will  be  a  tendency  on 
the  part  of  the  country  to  have  less  indirect 
taxation,  and  a  great  deal  more  that  shall  be 
•direct;   and  for  this  reason:    that  the  more 
•direct  the  taxation  is  upon  the  masses  or  the 
property-holders  the    more    closely  will   they 
supervise  and  scrutinise  the  expenditure  ;  they 
will  have  a  more  direct  interest  in   the  ex- 
penditure, and  closer  control  will  be  exercised 
by  the  people  of  the  colony.     Now,  Sir,  I  can 
•quite  conceive  that  circumstances  may  arise 
under  which  a  large  seotion  of  the  House  may 
•desire  to  alter  the  incidence  of  taxation  by 
adding  more  to  the  direct  taxation  in  order  to 
lessen  the  indirect.    Or,  again,  it  may  be  con- 
sidered desirable  on  the  part  of  honourable 
members  to  lessen  both  these  classes  of  taxa- 
tion ;  and  I  think,  myself,  that  circumstances 
may  happen  under  which  it  may  be  considered 
prudent  and  desirable  that,  side  by  side  with 
the  release  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  indirect 
taxation  of  the  colony,  there  should  be  a  re- 
duction in  some  shape  of  the  taxation  upon 
the  property-holders  of  the  colony.    This  Bill 
fixes  the  collection  of  the  land-tax  at  an  earlier 
date  than  has  been  the  case  usual  ly  before.    And 
I  wish  to  point  out  this:   that  last  year  the 
Treasurer  in  moving  the  Land-tax  Bill  used 
these  words :  "  I  regret  as  much  as  any  honour- 
able member  in  this  House  the  necessity  for 
the  collection  of  the  tax  at  present,  but  it  is 
inevitable."    Sir,  what  becomes  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  regret  when  this  year  he  pro- 
poses to  bring  down  this  very  measure  and  to 
make  it  a  permanent  thing  ?    The  honourable 
gentleman  is  deeply  interested  in  the  produc- 
tion of  this  colony ;  and  nobody  knows  better 
than  the  honourable  gentleman  does  what  the 
effect  will  be  of  this  tax  being  placed  on  the 
landholders  of  the  colony.    He  knows  very  well 
that  when  this  tax  will  fall  upon  the  people,  as 
it  will  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks,  almost 
the  whole  of  the  wool  will  be  unshorn ;  and  not 
only  so,  but  farmers  will  be  busily  engaged  in 
putting  all  their  spring  crops  in  ;  and  it  will  be 
just  the  time  when  a  prudent  financier,  care- 
ful of  the  productive  interests  of  the  colony, 
would  relieve  the  producing  portion  of  the  com- 
munity.   That  being  the  case,  I  am  surprised 


the  honourable  gentleman  should  have  brought 
down  this  Bill.    Now  with  regard  to  the  rea- 
son that  has  been  stated :    It  has  been  said 
that,  on  account  of  the  colony  not  having  any 
loan-moneys  at  command,  there  will  not  be  the 
means  of  paying  our  interest  unless  the  land- 
tax  is  collected  at  once.      I  understood  the 
colony  paid  its  interest    out  of  its   ordinary 
revenue ;  but  if  we  are  to  be  told  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  paying  interest  out  of  loan-moneys, 
but  of  using  loan-moneys  to   save  exchange, 
then  what  has  become  of  the  million  and  a 
half  that  he  himself  raised  at  8  per  cent.  ? 
An  Hon.  Member.— It  is  all  there. 
Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  have  no  doubt  it 
is.    There  ought  to  be  no  difficulty,  under  the 
oiroumstances,  in  using  that  money  in  London 
for  the  purpose   of  preventing  the   necessity 
for  this  tax  being  raised  at  the  present  time. 
1  think  it  will  be  a  great  mistake  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  force  this  tax  in  at  once, 
because  it  is  quite  impossible,  when  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  strain  the  producing  por- 
tion of  the  community  in  this  way,  not  to  have 
very  grave  doubts  as  to  whether,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  poet,  "  things  are  what  they  seem." 
Although  the  honourable  gentleman  stated  this 
afternoon  that  the  financial   position  was  a 
strong  one,  it  is  impossible  not  to  have  some 
qualms  as  to  whether  this  is  the  case,  when 
the  Government  is  compelled  to  take  such  steps 
as  these.    The  remark  was  made  this  afternoon 
in  connection  with  the   land-tax  in  England 
being  a  fixed  amount  from  year  to  year.    Now, 
I  have  got  to  point  out  that  the  land-tax  in 
England  returns  only  about  £1,000,000  out  of 
the  ,£75,000,000  whioh  constitute  the  Imperial 
revenue.     Not  only  so,  but  that  revenue  has 
been  a  constantly-decreasing  amount,  because 
the  landowners  are  able  to  redeem  their  land- 
tax  by  purchase.      I  find   that  the  land-tax 
in  England  amounted  in  1798  to  £2,037,627, 
and  has  steadily  fallen  to  £1,050,000  last  year. 
Therefore  the  case  is  not  analogous  to  the  case 
we  are  now  considering.    The  land-tax  in  this 
colony  is  a  large  portion  of  the  revenue  of  the 
colony,  speaking  proportionately,  and  therefore 
it  should  be  our  policy  to  make  it  as  easy  as 
we  possibly  can  for  the  producing  portion  of  the 
community.     With  regard  to  what  was  stated 
this  afternoon  as  to  the  taxation  on  Native 
lands  it  is  intended  to  levy,  the  Premier  said 
this  land-tax  should  have  been  paid  for  the  last 
8  0       four  years.    Then,  I  ask,  why  have  the 
Government  not  collected  it  ?    If  it  is 
legally  duo,  then  surely  there  has  been  some 
remissness  on  the  part  of  the  Government  in 
either  not  collecting  it  in  the  ordinary  course, 
or  in  not  putting  the  machinery  of  the  law  in 
motion  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  return  of 
that  money.    But  if  it  is,  as  has  been  stated  in 
the  House  to-day,  a  retrospective  tax,  as  it 
appears  to  be  from  the  wording  of  this  Bill, 
then  I  think  the  House  should  steadily  set  its 
face  against  any  such  thing  as  collecting  a  tax 
that  expired  six  or  eight  months  ago.    I  think 
the  House  should  take  a  firm  stand  regard- 
ing  this    matter,   because,   if   the  legislation 
is  to  be  retrospective  so  far  as  the  Natives  are 
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concerned,  we  may  wake  up  some  morning 
and  find  that  it  is  intended  to  apply  the  same 
principle  to  the  European  landholders  of  the 
colony ;  and  where  is  that  port  of  thing  to  stop  ? 
Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  must  congratulate 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  speeoh  he  has 
just  made.  The  farmers  of  the  country  have  a 
new  champion  in  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  I  hope  he  will  stick  to  his  guns  and  support 
the  ideas  he  has  given  expression  to  to-night. 
Now,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessrty  to 
make  a  speech  on  the  financial  position  of  the 
colony  in  dealing  with  this  Bill.  It  is  a  very 
short  Bill,  and  the  money  asked  for  will  have  to 
be  granted.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  principal 
question  on  which  we  may  differ  is  as  to 
whether  we  shall  vote  the  tax  annually  or  not. 
In  my  opinion  it  should  be  voted  annually,  and 
for  this  reason:  So  long  as  we  vote  the  tax 
annually  we  have  the  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  whole  question  of  this  tax.  There  are  many 
things  yet  in  connection  with  this  land-tax  that 
have  to  be  settled.  For  instance,  money  lent 
on  mortgage  is  still  treated  as  land  for  pur- 
poses of  taxation.  In  my  opinion  that  is  a 
very  unfair  way  to  treat  money  invested  in 
mortgages.  The  Government  now  is  borrowing 
money  for  the  express  purpose  of  lending  out 
to  settlers  at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  and,  they 
tell  us,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  rates 
of  interest  all  round  in  the  colony.  Then,  why 
on  earth  do  they  keep  this  mortgage  tax  on? 
They  impose  a  penalty  tax  of  £  per  cent,  on 
every  private  person  at  present  in  the  colony 
who  lends  money.  The  fairest  way  to  treat  the 
mortgage  tax  would  be  to  treat  it  as  ordinary 
income  from  any  other  business  concern.  No 
person  will  object  to  pay  income-tax  on  his  in- 
come, but  to  treat  tbe  money  advanced  on 
mortgage  as  land  is,  I  think,  a  very  unfair 
system,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  will  have 
to  be  reviewed  before  this  tax  is  settled,  and 
the  only  method  of  securing  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity for  reviewing  these  things  is  to  have 
the  tax  dealt  with  every  year  by  Parliament. 
I  certainly  object  to  clause  4  and  clause  5, 
and  in  Committee  I  shall  vote  to  strike  these 
clauses  out.  We  should  have  tbe  right  to 
say  what  this  tax  shall  be  every  session,  and 
when  it  shall  be  collected ;  and  I  think  the 
date  fixed  in  this  Bill  is  about  the  worst  time 
in  the  year  that  can  be  fixed.  There  is  no 
time  in  the  year  when  farmers  are  so  short  of 
money  as  in  the  month  of  August,  and  why  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  should  select  the  very  time 
of  the  year  when  it  is  most  inconvenient  to  those 
who  have  to  pay  the  tax  I  cannot  understand. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  imagine  that  all  the  land- 
owners have  large  balances  lying  to  their  credit 
at  the  bank,  and  that  all  they  have  to  do  at 
any  time  is  to  go  and  write  out  a  cheque  for 
the  money.  A  great  many  of  them  will  have 
to  borrow  the  money,  and  I  think  it  is  a  very 
unfair  position  to  place  them  in.  If  a  time  is 
to  be  fixed  it  should  be  October  or  November, 
not  earlier  in  the  season.  In  reference  to  the 
part  of  the  Act  which  deals  with  Native  lands, 
1  see  no  objection  at  all  to  the  provisions 
imposing  land-tax  on  Native  lands.  If  you 
Mr.  G.  W.  Russell 


read  this  Bill  carefully  you  will'  find  that  it 
only  applies  to  Native  lands  occupied  by  Euro- 
peans or  held  by  the  Public  Trustee— that  is, 
to  lands  that  are  bringing  in  an  income  to  the 
Natives — and  I  see  no  reason  whatever  to  object 
to  this  part  of  the  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Clause  9. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Well,  clause  9.  I  do 
not  see  anything  wrong  there,  either.  Sup- 
posing they  have  not  collected  the  tax  last  year, 
they  ought  to  collect  it  this  year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  is  not  collecting  it;  it  is 
levying  it. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  understand  the  tax 
could  have  been  legally  levied  last  year,  but 
that  they  did  not  collect  it.  If  it  was  not 
legally  due  last  year,  then  it  should  not  be  col- 
lected this  year.  If  it  was  legally  due  last  year, 
then  there  is  no  objection  to  collecting  it  this 
year ;  but  if  it  was  not,  then  I  do  not  think  it 
should  now  be  colleoted.  But  what  the  N  atives- 
have  to  complain  of  is  that,  owing  to  the  legis- 
lation of  last  session,  we  have  deprived  them 
of  almost  every  right  of  citizenship.  We  have- 
placed  the  Natives  in  such  a  position  that  we  do* 
not  allow  them  to  deal  in  any  way  with  their 
lands  or  with  anything  growing  upon  their 
lands.  The  result  is  that,  owing  to  the  hasty 
legislation  of  last  session,  we  have  practically 
placed  a  large  number  of  these  Natives  in  al- 
most a  state  of  pauperism.  Every  member  of 
the  House  representing  a  North  Island  con- 
stituency can  bear  out  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ment I  am  making,  that  a  large  number  of 
Natives,  although  they  are  possessed  of  large 
areas  of  land,  are  practically  paupers  owing 
to  the  legislation  of  last  year.  I  see  no 
objection  whatever  to  imposing  the  land-tax  on, 
the  lands  of  the  Natives.  I  think  the  sooner 
we  place  the  Natives  in  the  same  position, 
as  any  other  ordinary  settlers,  and  under  the 
same  taxation,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
Natives  and  for  the  colony.  Sir,  I  have  very- 
little  more  to  say  about  the  Bill.  When  it 
goes  into  Committee  I  shall  certainly  vote 
against  clause  4  and  clause  5.  I  think  this  tax 
should  be  levied  annually,  and  that  we  should 
preserve  to  ourselves  the  right  of  criticizing  the 
whole  matter  every  session,  and  of  expressing 
any  opinions  we  like  upon  it.  If  we  fix  it  as  a. 
perpetual  tax  we  lose  all  control  over  it,  and  it 
may  be  years  before  we  get  an  opportunity  of 
righting  any  anomalies  that  exist  in  it.  Sir, 
the  Bill  must  pass  its  second  reading;  the 
Government  must  have  the  money;  and,  so  far 
as  I  can  see,  the  only  thing  we  can  do  in  Com- 
mittee is  to  amend  it  so  as  to  leave  the  law  as 
it  was  last  year. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to 
speak  on  the  Bill,  and  should  not  have  risen 
if  a  difference  had  not  arisen  on  a  point  men- 
tioned by  the  last  speaker.  I  think  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  when  he 
replies,  to  explain  clause  9.  It  commences, 
"  The  aforesaid  duties  of  the  land-tax  in  respect 
of  Native  land  and  mortgages  held  by  or  in  trust 
for  Maoris  .  .  ."  Surely  that  is  clear  enough. 
They  are  liable  to  the  tax  for  land  held  by  or 
in  trust  for  them.     I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
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able  member  can  have  atoy  doubt  if  he  reads 
the  clause  from  first  to  last ;  and  I  think  the 
hardship  is  greater,  especially  as  in  nineteen 
cases  out  of  twenty  this  clause  is  applicable 
to  Natives  who  are  not  in  a  position  to  pay 
this  money.  It  has  been  stated  on  the  floor 
of  this  House,  and  I  believe  it  can  be  proved, 
that  tbere  are  Natives  in  the  North  of  Auck- 
land who  are  in  possession  of  land  to  the 
value  of  £50,000  or  £60,000,  who  are  in  debt  and 
-cannot  realise  on  one  acre  of  land  either  to 
pay  their  debts  or  the  taxes  in  connection  with 
this  Bill.  Now,  if  that  is  a  fair  situation  for 
the  Natives  of  this  colony  to  be  put  in,  and 
continuously  to  be  kept  in,  well,  then,  I  am  not 
■able  to  understand  it.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
read  the  Bill  that  the  Premier  has  had  placed 
in  oar  pigeon-holes  this  afternoon,  but,  unless 
the  condition  of  things  is  met  in  that  Bill,  the 
sooner  the  House  takes  a  stand  in  connection 
with  the  clauses  mentioned  in  this  Bill  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  character  and  respect- 
ability and  businesslike  habits  of  this  House, 
•and  for  the  Natives  who  held  the  country  before 
we  came  to  it. 

Mr.  BUDDO.— I  do  not  think  the  Natives 
are  being  so  badly  treated  by  the  Bill  as  the 
European  farmers  are.  They  get  an  interval 
of  a  whole  year  between  one  payment  and 
another ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  European 
farmers  last  year  they  had  to  pay  two  taxes 
with  an  interval  of  only  about  eight  months 
between.  If  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  will  look  at  the  latter  part  of  the 
clause  he  has  just  read  he  will  find  that  the 
tax  is  to  be  levied  annually  thereafter,  thus  in- 
suring to  the  Native  race  an  interval  of  a  year 
between  each  collection  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  CROWTHKR.—  That  applies  to  this 
year. 

Mr.  BUDDO.— "  And  annually  thereafter," 
it  says.  I  should  not  have  spoken  on  this  mea- 
sure at  this  time  at  all  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  remark  of  the  Premier  describing  the  col- 
lection of  the  land-tax  as  being  similar  to  the 
levying  of  the  local  rates  by  the  local  bodies. 
I  maintain  there  is  nothing  in  common  between 
the  two  positions.  The  local  rates  raised  by 
the  local  bodies  are  arranged  for  annually. 
By  this  Bill  the  land-tax  is  to  be  collected  in 
August  of  each  year,  but  an  amount  equal  to 
10  per  cent,  is  added  to  these  taxes  if  they  are 
not  paid  within  fourteen  days  of  the  due  date, 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  the  local  bodies  are 
so  drastic  in  regard  to  their  rates  if  they  are 
not  paid  within  six  months.  I  say  there  is  no- 
thing analogous  between  the  two  cases.  The 
honourable  member  for  El  I  earn  ere  has  pointed 
out  very  clearly  the  infringement  of  constitu- 
tional precedent  that  this  Bill  involves.  The 
Bill  embodies  the  prinoiple  that  the  land-tax 
and  the  income-tax  are  to  be  collected.  I  do 
not  object  to  that,  but  I  do  object  to  provisions 
being  introduced  that  are  obviously  uncalled- 
for  and  unfair  to  the  taxpayer,  and  provisions 
which  have  never  been  embodied  in  any  other 
Land-tax  Act  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  am  afraid 
Chat  my  honourable  friend  has  framed  this  mea- 
sure in  almost  entire  ignorauoe  of  the  position 


of  the  taxpayers  at  this  particular  time.  No 
worse  month  than  August  could  be  fixed  upon 
for  the  collection  of  taxation  from  the  farming 
community.  The  farmer  has  got  his  rates  to 
pay,  and  his  grain  crops  are  not  so  far  advanced 
that  he  can  obtain  an  advance  upon  them,  and 
neither  will  the  merchant  give  him  an  advance 
upon  wool.  It  is  for  the  farmer  the  hardest  time 
of  the  year,  for  he  is  then  only  putting  in  his 
crops,  and,  I  repeat,  there  could  be  no  worse 
time  to  raise  any  direct  tax  from  him.  How- 
ever, if  this  House  is  going  to  submit  to  this 
insidious  attempt  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
taxation  at  any  fixed  period,  and  always  at 
a  fixed  sum,  then  it  is  giving  away  one  of 
those  rights  which  belong  to  this  Assembly, 
and  which  this  Assembly  should  be  careful  to 
preserve.  It  is  the  right  of  this  Assembly  to 
give  or  to  withhold  supplies  on  the  non-fulfil- 
ment of  any  oondition  the  Ministry  may  have 
made,  and  it  is  but  right  that  we  should  hold 
to  what  is  one  of  the  greatest  privileges  pos- 
sessed by  this  House.  When  we  give  away  that, 
there  will  be  very  little  left  for  us  to  hold.  To 
fix  the  term  and  amount  of  taxation  is  a  con- 
stitutional power  and  prerogative  that  belongs 
to  us.  It  gives  us  the  power  to  adjust  the  taxa- 
tion as  it  may  be  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  and  also  in  the  interests  of  the  tax- 
payer, and  if  we  depart  from  that  we  shall  be 
sorry  for  it  afterwards.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
visions for  collecting  the  land-tax  on  Native 
land,  I  am  surprised  to  see  that  there  are  no 
provisions  here  to  deal  with  those  tenants  who 
were  charged  a  tax  last  year  on  land  which  they 
held  from  a  great  many  owners.  I  think  a 
provision  might  fairly  be  introduced  here  to 
meet  such  a  case  as  that.  It  is  unfair  to  tho 
Native  race  to  be  charged  land-tax  on  land 
which  does  not  amount  to  any  considerable 
sum  where  the  title  is  individualised.  I  am 
aware  that  land-tax  was  charged  last  year  on 
land  the  whole  area  of  which  was  not  more 
than  one  acre,  and  where  as  many  as  114 
owners  held  the  land  and  had  leased  it  to  a 
tenant,  the  land-tax  being  levied  on  the  tenant 
for  the  whole  of  them.  I  have  my  usual  objec- 
tion to  the  schedule  of  this  Act.  I  have  always 
held  that  the  exemption  in  favour  of  the  in- 
come-tax is  most  unfair.  Agriculturists  at  the 
present  time,  and  during  the  past  four  years, 
have  been  earning  very  little  indeed.  Yet, 
while  the  agriculturist  is  taxed  upon  the  value 
of  his  land  as  it  was  assessed  in  1891,  the  differ- 
ence in  the  last  assessment  is  very  small.  At 
the  same  time  there  is  still  the  exemption  of 
£800  in  respect  of  the  income-tax.  As  I  have 
pointed  out  once  before  in  this  House,  the 
farmer  owning  land  worth  about  £3,500  would 
only  derive  from  it  an  income  of  about  £150  a 
year,  and  he  has  to  pay  about  £10  a  year  of  a 
direct  tax,  while  the  gentleman  earning  an  in- 
come of  £600  per  annum  gets  a  £300  exemption, 
and  only  pays  £7  10s.  per  annum  of  direct  tax. 
The  position  is  not  at  all  fair  so  far  as  the 
farmer  is  concerned,  and  apparently  wo  are  not 
going  to  have  the  law  amended  in  this  respect. 
I  trust  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  have  his 
attention  drawn  to  this  position,  and  will  see 


Digitized  by  LjOOQLC 


182 


Land  and  Income 


[HOUSE.]         Assessment  BUI.         [Sept.  1£ 


there  is  a  chance  of  deriving  considerably  more 
from  the  income-tax,  and  at  the  same  time  of 
giving  greater  satisfaction  to  the  farming  com- 
munity. I  shall  not  oppose  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill.  It  is  necessary  that  the  land- 
tax  should  be  raised,  but  I  hope  to  see  the 
Bill  very  much  amended  in  Committee  before 
I  am  satisfied  with  the  position.  I  consider 
that  clause  4  is  unnecessary,  and  that  the 
schedule  should  have  been  different.  The  posi- 
tion is  one  that  is  aggravated  at  the  present 
time  by  the  small  amount  of  inoome  that  is 
now  being  derived  from  land,  either  pastoral 
or  agricultural;  and  to  impose  a  tax  of  this 
sort  annually,  without  reference  to  Parlia- 
ment, is,  I  think,  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  this  House,  and  I  shall,  therefore, 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  vote  against 
it  unless  it  is  amended  in  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  should  like  to  say 
a  little  about  this  tax.  I  was  not  aware,  until 
a  few  minutes  ago,  that  this  measure  had 
come  on,  as  I  was  out  this  afternoon.  I  must, 
in  the  first  place,  congratulate  some  of  the 
Government  followers  on  coming  to  a  reason- 
able frame  of  mind  at  last.  They  are  begin- 
ning to  recognise  the  evils  of  this  tax,  and  not 
before  it  is  time.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  last  sat  down  has  pointed  out  the  unfair 
nature  of  the  tax  at  the  present  time,  as  levied 
upon  land.  The  honourable  member  for  Mars- 
den  deplored  the  faot  that  money  advanced 
on  mortgages  should  be  subject  to  the  tax. 
But  what  did  this  honourable  gentleman  do 
last  year,  when  I  moved  an  amendment  in 
the  House  for  the  very  purpose  of  relieving 
small  mortgage- holders  from  this  taxation? 
Why  did  he  not  walk  into  the  same  lobby  with 
me,  instead  of  following  the  Government  un- 
thinkingly into  the  other  lobby  in  opposition 
to  that  amendment  and  to  continue  this  in- 
iquitous tax  on  small  mortgage- holders  ?  He, 
and  other  honourable  gentlemen  like  him, 
should  not  only  give  their  voices  in  debate  in  a 
certain  direction,  but  also  have  the  manliness 
to  give  their  votes  in  the  same  direction.  Then, 
as  for  the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi,  we 
found  him,  in  connection  with  this  taxation  last 
year,  voting  that  farmers  who  are  working  in 
partnership  should  not  have  the  right  to  in- 
dividualise the  rates  on  their  farms,  or  to  claim 
exemptions  individually  in  the  same  way  as 
persons  who  are  associated  together  in  trade, 
so  that  they  should  only  be  liable  for  their 
proportionate  share.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man should  be  consistent ;  but  he  is  not.  Then, 
we  had  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton 
— I  must  be  very  careful,  Sir,  in  pronouncing 
Riccarton  —  we  had  him  concluding  by  tell- 
ing the  Government  he  would  be  very  well 
pleased  in  every  possible  way  to  assist  the  Go- 
vernment ;  but  I  never  heard  a  more  distinctly 
Opposition  speech  in  my  life  than  that  honour- 
able gentleman's  speech  was. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  is  a  good  Tory. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Why,  Sir,  he  aspires 

to  lead  what  he  calls  the  real  democratic  party 

in  this  House.    If  we  would  only  vacate  the 

Opposition,  he  declares,  and  remove  the  im- 

Mr.  Buddo 


pediment  to  a  true  Opposition,  he  would  come- 
to  the  front  and  lead  a  party.  Fancy  the  in- 
flated presumption  of  Riccarton  1  That  is  what 
he  sayB.  The  honourable  gentleman  urges  now 
— he  has  only  been  in  the  House  a  portion  of 
one  Parliament,  and  he  urges  now  a  lessened 
direct  and  indirect  taxation. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No;  increased  direct 
taxation. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— That  was  his  first 
position,  but  he  concluded  by  saying  that  he 
would  also  like  to  urge  a  reduced  direct  and 
indirect  taxation,  but  he  stated  before  that  he 
would  prefer  a  direct  system.  But  what  1 
want  to  point  out  is  this:  Speaking  on  the- 
Address  in  Reply  last  year,  what  did  he  want 
to  do?  Did  he  want  to  reduce  the  taxation 
on  the  farmers  he  represents?  No;  a  Pro- 
tectionist of  the  Protectionists,  he  wanted  the 
Customs  tariff  to  be  readjusted  in  order  that  the- 
great  industries  in  our  centres  of  population 
might  employ  the  teeming  thousands  in  our 
cities.  Sir,  there  is  no  use  trying  to  burke 
the  position.  If  these  teeming  thousands  are- 
to  be  employed  by  a  heavy  system  of  protec- 
tive duties,  it  means  that  the  consumers  of  the 
colony,  who  are  to  a  large  extent  agriculturists, 
and  the  labourers  they  employ,  will  have  to 
pay  an  increased  cost  for  every  article  they  use» 
And  how  does  that  react  on  our  producing  in- 
dustries ?  Have  we  not  to  compete  with  other 
countries  in  the  markets  of  the  world  ?  Do  we 
not  wish  to  maintain  a  reasonable  rate  of  wages- 
for  employes  ?  and  if  this  is  bo,  and  if,  in  order 
to  bolster  up  every  trumpery  industry  in  our 
towns,  we  put  on  heavy  protective  duties,  does  it 
not  follow  that  those  persons  who  require  to  use 
our  goods  must  pay  an  increased  cost  for  the 
articles  ? — and  that  increases  the  cost  of  living  ; 
and,  as  a  result,  it  increases  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction, which  handicaps  us  in  the  markets  of 
the  world  against  other  countries,  where  the 
people  do  not  enjoy  the  same  blessings  of 
civilisation  that  we  do.  I  am  astonished  that 
an  honourable  gentleman  with  the  assumed 
intelligence  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ric- 
carton should  advocate  on  the  floor  of  thia 
House  one  of  the  most  absolutely  and  utterly 
exploded  theories  that  have  ever  impeded  any- 
civilised  country.  I  refer  to  protection.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says  that  the  income-tax 
ought  to  be  increased.  Sir,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  studied  the  principles  of  taxa- 
tion at  all,  he  would  see  it  ought  to  be  abso- 
lutely wiped  out.  It  is  the  most  unjust  system 
of  taxation  that  could  be  levied  in  any  country. 
It  is  a  system  of  taxation  that  puts  a  tax  on  all 
alike,  no  matter  from  what  source  or  sources 
they  gain  their  income.  A  man  who  has  a- 
large  amount  of  money  invested  in  a  business, 
or  in  a  joint-stock  company,  has  to  pay  no  more 
income-tax  on  an  inoome  of,  say,  £850  than 
the  man  who  has  to  earn  it  by  the  sweat  of 
his  brow.  Or  let  us  bring  it  to  a  larger 
amount.  Let  us  suppose  a  man  earns  £500  a 
year  as  a  professional  man,  and  another  earns 
the  same  amount  from  money  invested:  the 
two  are  taxed  alike.  This  is  surely  unfair, 
because  the  income  of  one  depends  upon  his. 
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health  and  strength,  whereas  the  income  of 
the  other  continues  whether  his  health  fails 
or  not.  It  is  unfair  in  every  way.  It  has 
proved  in  every  country  where  it  has  been 
tried  to  be  unfair  in  its  incidence.  That  is 
the  opinion  of  every  political  economist  whose 
opinion  can  be  valued  at  all ;  that  is  the  opinion 
of  John  Stuart  Mill  and  of  Adam  Smith,  and  to 
come  down  later,  to  America  and  other  coun- 
tries, there  are  opinions  of  the  same  character. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  And  of  Glutha  Mac- 
kenzie. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— And  of  Clutha  Mac- 
kenzie, as  you  say.  The  honourable  member  for 
Marsden,  in  speaking  of  the  tax  on  mortgages, 
was  perfectly  correct.  Moneys  advanced  on 
mortgage  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  this  tax. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  right 
in  saying  that  the  lender  paid  the  tax.  It  is 
not  so  at  all ;  it  is  the  borrower  who  pays  the 
tax,  and  the  lender  simply  charges  a  higher  rate 
of  interest  to  the  borrower,  and  he  of  course 
pays  it  to  the  Government.  It  is  very  much  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  Jd.  a  pound  on  sugar 
in  the  first  instance  is  paid  by  the  merchant, 
but  eventually  by  the  consumer  in  an  increased 
charge.  I  should  like  to  refer  for  a  little  to 
this  system  of  taxation.  The  whole  thing  ought 
to  be  unconditionally  abolished.  It  is  a  dis- 
grace to  our  country.  It  is  a  system  that  taxes 
a  landowner  whether  he  makes  an  income  or 
not,  but  allows  our  wealthiest  merchant  in  this 
country,  if  he  can  concoct  a  balance-sheet,  to 
entirely  escape  taxation.  We  know  that  some 
of  the  very  largest  establishments  in  this 
country,  which  have  made  between  £40,000 
and  £50,000  a  year  gross  profits,  have  actually 
escaped  the  income-tax  during  the  past  year. 
But  how  does  this  apply  to  people  engaged 
on  the  land?  Our  sheep-farmers,  although 
their  flocks  are  destroyed  in  the  South,  their 
land  gone  back  in  value,  and  they  have  not 
made  a  single  penny  in  the  whole  season,  have 
to  pay  the  land-tax.  They  may  obtain  their 
income  from  sheep  or  crops,  and  if  the  source 
of  their  income  is  destroyed,  if  they  receive  no 
income,  they  have  to  pay  the  tax  all  the  same ; 
and  if  you  allow  merchants  to  escape  taxation 
during  a  dull  year,  surely  the  same  measure  of 
justice  should  be  extended  to  the  farmer  who 
may  make  no  income  on  his  property.  There 
is,  for  instance,  the  Church  property  in  Otago  : 
how  was  that  treated  last  year?  The  total 
value  of  the  income  of  the  Church  property  was 
£5,000,  and  the  taxation  they  had  to  pay  on 
that  was  £887,  or  3s.  in  the  pound.  This  is 
what  was  said  : — 

••  In  speaking  to  the  Church  report,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Begg  said  that  an  enormous  amount  of  land- 
tax  was  paid  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Otago  and  Southland.  They  would  scarcely  be 
prepared  to  believe  that  the  land-tax  paid  this 
year  was  £887  5s.  8d.  out  of  a  revenue  of 
£5,000.  Over  3s.  in  the  pound  on  the  income 
of  the  Church  was  prid  away  in  land-tax. 
Whether  the  Presbyterian  Church  was  looked 
upon  as  a  '  social  pest,'  to  be  crushed  by  fair 
means  or  foul,  he  did  not  know  ;  but  it  seemed 
a  perfect  burlesque  upon  fair  taxation  that 


funds  of  this  kind  should  be  subjected  to  such 
a  drain.  Even  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Funds 
were  liable  to  taxation  of  £42  a  year.  These 
were  benevolent  funds,  and  it  seemed  harsh 
that  they  should  be  so  treated." 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.—  You  do  not  believe 
that,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Well,  it  is  the  report 
of  the  Church  of  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  a  member,  and  surely  that  ought  to  be 
correct,  if  anything  is. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  would  not  believe 
anything  that  Mr.  Begg  would  say. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Well,  I  am  not  here 
to  defend  any  particular  person,  but  I  believe 
Mr.  Begg  implicitly.  But  what  I  say  is  this : 
Not  only  has  the  land  to  bear  an  unfair  propor- 
tion in  taxation— direct  taxation  to  the  coffers 
of  the  country — but  the  land  has  also  to  pay 
half    the    moiety  raised    for  all   purposes  of 

a  oq  charitable  aid.  There  is  no  equiva- 
lent  tax  placed  upon  all  the  other 
forms  of  wealth  in  the  country;  and  surely 
wealth  of  all  kinds  ought  to  be  taxed  for  the 
revenue  of  the  State  in  proportion  to  its  value, 
and  no  one  class  of  wealth  should  be  selected 
for  a  keener  tax  than  another,  as  in  this  case. 
Then,  the  Treasurer  in  his  Financial  Statement 
told  us  that  the  State  was  defrauded  of  income- 
tax  last  year  almost  to  the  extent  of  one-fourth 
of  the  total  sum.  It  was  defrauded  of  the  sum 
of  £16,000,  the  honourable  gentleman  Bays. 
Surely  that  is  an  indication  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  discover  tho  incomes  of  the  leading 
wealthy  people  of  New  Zealand.  Sir,  the  fact 
of  the  matter  is  that  in  this  colony  the  taxa- 
tion is  beooming  so  heavy  that  those  who  can 
live  out  of  it  will  be  inclined  to  go  out  of  the 
country.  Notwithstanding  all  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  told  us  about  the  taxation  per  head 
being  reduced,  it  is  only  being  reduced  because 
a  number  of  incapable  people  have  been  landed 
on  our  shores,  and  because  a  considerable 
number  of  babies  have  been  born.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  in  his  statement  regretted  that 
the  births  of  the  colony  had  not  come  up  to 
expectation  during  the  last  few  years,  inferring 
therefore,  if  the  births  had  come  up  to  expecta- 
tions, the  taxation  of  the  country  would  be  still 
further  reduced  per  head.  I  find  that  he  waa 
somewhat  justified  in  that  conclusion,  because 
when  the  population  of  New  Zealand  waa 
480,000— that  was  in  1880— the  births  were  38 
per  1,000  of  population,  or  a  total  of  19,000, 
yet  when  the  population  had  increased  last 
year  to  640,000,  the  number  of  births  per 
annum  had  gone  down  2,000.  Therefore  the 
honourable  ■  gentleman  was  perfectly  justified 
in  saying  that  had  that  rate  kept  up  the  taxa- 
tion per  head  would  have  been  still  less ;  but 
the  babies  are  not  the  effective  population,  and 
it  is  no  indication  of  the  real  debt  per  head 
of  active  population  of  the  colony.  Now,  this 
colony  is  beooming  a  debt -ridden  country. 
Let  us  compare  it  with  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies, and  what  is  the  result  ?  With  the  excep- 
tion of  Western  Australia,  which  is  a  sparsely 
populated  colony,  it  is  the  heaviest-taxed 
colony  in  the  whole  of  Australasia.    The  New 
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Zealand  taxation  per  head,  what  between 
Customs  and  other  things,  is  £$  12s. ;  Tas- 
mania. £2  17s.  4d;  South  Australia,  £2  7s. 
lid.;  Victoria,  £2  18s.  5d.— that  is  with  all  its 
protection;  Queensland,  £3  7s.  6d.;  and  New 
South  Wales,  £2  17s.  5d.  That  is  the  debt  per 
head,  and  the  New  Zealand  debt  per  head, 
with  one  exception,  is  the  heaviest  we  have. 
There  are  some  other  points,  the  fallacy  of 
which  I  should  like  to  expose,  but  I  will  not 
longer  delay  the  House. 

Mr.  PIRANL— Before  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
replies  I  wish  to  state  that,  although  I  shall 
support  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  in  com- 
mon with  many  other  members  I  shall  cer- 
tainly oppose  the  imposition  of  this  land-tax 
at  suoh  an  early  date  as  is  laid  down  in  the  Bill. 
Those  of  us  who  know  the  circumstances  of  the 
people  who  have  to  pay  this  tax  know  that,  by 
imposing  it  at  such  an  early  date  in  the  year, 
we  are  compelling  the  people  to  pay  interest 
upon  the  money  for  the  three  months  earlier 
that  it  is  to  be  collected.  I  should  also  like  to 
correct  an  impression  given  to  the  House  this 
afternoon  by  two  honourable  members  who  are 
generally  opposed  to  each  other,  but  who  are 
not  often  both  wrong :  I  mean,  the  Premier  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
{Sir  R.  Stout).  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  told  us  this  afternoon  that  the 
taxation  of  10  per  cent,  on  Native  leases  was 
still  in  force,  and  the  Premier  contradicted  him 
by  stating  that  that  percentage  had  been 
abolished.  In  1893  that  tax  certainly  was 
abolished;  but  in  1894  it  was  re-enacted,  so 
far  as  leases  over  twenty-one  years  are  con- 
cerned, only  the  amount  of  percentage  on  the 
price  of  the  land  leased  was  reduced  to  7$  per 
cent.  I  consider  that  is  an  iniquitous  tax  on 
the  Maoris,  and,  if  anything  can  be  done  to 
take  that  tax  off,  I  think  it  certainly  ought 
to  be  done  by  the  Government.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  last  addressed  us  has 
evidently  taken  up  the  role  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  because  we  had  a  regular  no- 
confidence  speech  just  now — a  speech  which 
went  all  round  the  ring  without  touching  upon 
oue  single  part  of  the  Bill.  It  was  a  very 
interesting  speech,  and  I  am  very  muoh  pleased 
indeed  to  know  that  it  will  be  embalmed  in  the 
pages  of  Hansard  for  the  benefit  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  constituents.  Last  session, 
when  the  Treasurer  proposed  to  collect  this 
land-tax  at  the  earlier  date  he  then  fixed  on, 
many  of  us  who  were  strongly  opposed  to  it 
consented  to  vote  for  the  proposal  because  of 
the  urgency  of  the  case.  We  are  a  little  wiser 
this  year,  and  I  cannot  think  for  a  minute  that 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House  will 
consent  to  such  a  thing  being  done,  as  long 
as  the  land-tax  is  in  existence,  with  regard  to 
what  is  proposed  in  this  Bill.  I  feel  certain, 
Sir,  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  find  that 
discretion  would  be  the  better  part  of  valour  if 
he  would  not  insist  upon  these  provisions  be- 
coming law. 

Mr.  WARD.— Sir,  I  dare  say  that  honour- 
able members  have  heard  of  or  have  seen  such 
a  thing  as  a  merry-go-round.  I  have,  and  I  am 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


bound  to  say  that,  judging  by  what  we  have 
seen  during  this  debate,  some  honourable 
members  have  been  practising  a  merry-go- 
round  in  this  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— You  have. 

Mr.  WARD. — We  have  heard  one  speeoh 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
this  afternoon,  and  I  propose  to  refer  to  it  pre- 
sently. The  honourable  gentleman  need  not 
get  excited,  and  I  hope  he  will  let  me  proceed 
in  ray  own  way.  The  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  went  into  a  discussion  upon  the  produc- 
tion of  this  colony,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man— who  had  been  out  of  the  House  this 
afternoon,  and  did  not  know  what  had  been 
going  on — now  professes  not  to  have  heard 
what  other  honourable  members  had  been 
doing ;  yet  he  came  up  with  prepared  statistical 
records,  which  he  pulled  out  from  his  drawer 
and  read  them  out  to  the  House.  I  am  sur- 
prised at  any  honourable  member  professing  to 
discuss  this  question  of  levying  the  land-tax — 
of  fixing  it  for  a  permanent  date — going  into 
outside  matters.  What  did  we  have  ?  We  had 
a  Tory  speech  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere.  That  honourable  gentleman  de- 
livered one  of  the  most  Tory  speeches  I  have 
ever  heard,  and  he  received  the  compliments  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden,  who  in 
turn  congratulated  the  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton.  Both  those  honourable  gentlemen 
delivered  two  of  the  most  Tory  speeches  I  have 
ever  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to,  and  it  is 
only  natural  that  he  should  receive  the  plaudits 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden,  because 
that  honourable  gentleman  has  consistently 
opposed  this  taxation  so  far  as  the  mortgage 
tax  is  concerned.  He  has  been  very  consistent 
on  the  point  ever  since  he  has  been  in  this 
House.  Let  us  now  for  one  moment  deal  with 
the  proposals  in  this  Bill ;  and  what  is  the 
position  ?  Honourable  members  are  complain- 
ing that  we  propose  that  a  permanent  date 
should  be  fixed  for  the  collection  of  the  tax. 
The  Bill  deals  with  the  question  of  a  permanent 
date. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— With  a  permanent  Act. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  say  a  permanent  date. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No,  a  permanent  Act. 

Mr.  WARD. — Let  us  deal  with  the  question 
of  a  permanent  date.  We  have  been  addressed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  who 
professes  to  know  all  about  the  finances  of 
the  colony.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  things 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  familiarising  himself  with  the  finances 
of  this  colony.  What  I  would  suggest  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  that  he  has  at  present 
no  responsibility  upon  his  shoulders. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Have  I  not  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  gentleman  has 
no  responsibility  upon  his  shoulders,  and  he  is 
in  this  position  :  that,  in  regard  to  any  pro- 
posal submitted  to  this  House,  whether  he 
understands  it  or  not,  as  a  rule  he  makes  him- 
self very  safe  by  voting  against  it  or  by  taking 
exception  to  it.  I  think  that  is  the  position  he 
takes  up  so  far  as  the  Government  is  con- 
cerned   on    every    important   matter  brought 
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before  the  House,  and  particularly  in  refer- 
ence to  any  matter  upon  which  there  may  be 
diversity  of  opinion  among  people  outside.  I 
notice  that  it  is  the  custom  of  some  honourable 
members  to  make  themselves  perfectly  safe  by 
saying  that  they  are  nob  favourable  to  a  certain 
measure,  but  that  under  certain  conditions 
they  will  do  so-and-so,  and  if  they  had  only 
information  as  to  the  position  they  would  be 
prepared  to  accept  the  statements.  I  would 
suggest  to  the  honourable  member,  when  he 
is  criticizing  the  actions  of  the  Ministry, 
that  if  he  wants  to  be  fair  when  referring 
to  extracts  from  speeches  he  should  at  any 
rate  be  accurate ;  but  the  honourable  member 
in  his  criticism  this  evening  was  not  accu- 
rate. Although  he  accuses  me  of  not  being  ac- 
curate, the  honourable  member,  when  quoting 
from  Hansard,  was  careful  not  to  be  accurate 
when  placing  his  views  against  mine.  He  said 
that  while  I  was  in  London  I  told  my  hearers 
there  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  collect  the 
land-tax  in  order  to  pay  our  interest.  I  did 
not  say  that.  I  said  then,  and  I  repeat  it  now, 
that  the  charge  made  against  myself  was  that 
the  land-tax  was  collected  twice  to  prevent  this 
•country  from  defaulting,  and  that  the  land-tax 
was  collected  twice  in  order  to  enable  us  to  remit 
•our  interest  to  London,  and  that  if  the  interest 
had  not  been  remitted  to  London  we  should 
have  defaulted.  That  was  the  charge  made 
against  me  in  connection 'with  the  collecting 
of  the  land-tax.  And  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wants  to  take  up  this  question,  and  take 
up  the  merry-go-round  business  again,  and  re- 
discuss  the  London  business,  and  the  collection 
-of  the  land-tax  twice,  let  us  have  it  thorougly 
threshed  out  on  all  sides  again.  We  have 
had  it  half  a  dozen  times  over  already ;  but 
some  honourable  members  seem  to  want  to 
have  it  ad  infinitum.  It  does  appear  to  me 
that  some  honourable  members  are  never  satis- 
fied, or  else  their  resources  are  so  very  indiffer- 
ent that  they  can  raise  no  further  argument  in 
the  House,  or  find  any  further  subject  for  discus- 
sion, so  they  must  needs  go  back  to  this  London 
business  again  and  the  misrepresentations  they 
have  accused  me  of.  And  they  do  this  upon 
what  ?  Upon  a  proposal  to  collect  the  land-tax 
upon  a  certain  date,  and  to  make  it  permanent. 
Now,  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  this 
making  the  date  permanent.  The  honourable 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  this 
afternoon,  like  the  honourable  member  for  Rio- 
carton,  talked  about  those  who  were  leading 
the  democracy  in  this  country  in  connection 
with  submitting  a  proposal  to  this  House  to 
fix  a  date  for  the  collection  of  this  tax  so  that 
it  should  not  come  before  this  House  year  after 
year  in  order  to  pass  a  Bill.  The  honourable 
member  said  this  was  unusual,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  also 
said  that  it  was  unusual.  Those  honourable 
members  profess  to  know  everything.  They  are 
always  right,  so  they  say,  and  all  who  differ 
from  them  are  wrong,  and  they  take  care  to  let 
other  people  know  that  they  are  the  Solomons 
of  this  House  and  of  this  country.  That  may 
be ;  but,  if  that  be  so,  why  did  they  not  this 


afternoon  state  to  the  House  in  an  open  and 
straightforward  way  that  it  was  not  an  un- 
usual thing  to  make  the  date  of  the  collection 
of  the  tax  permanent  in  some  countries  ?  Why 
did  not  the  honourable  members  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Bell  and  Sir  R.  Stout)  tell  the 
House  that  it  was  done  in  England?  Why, 
they  had  actually  to  leave  it  to  whom  to  en- 
lighten the  House?  To  none  other  than  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston. 

Mr.  WARD. — Yes,  it  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston ;  but  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs,  with  the  in- 
accuracy which  so  often  characterizes  him, 
said  it  was  centuries  ago  since  the  land- tax 
was  made  permanent  in  England.  Now,  I 
have  the  statute  in  my  hand,  and  I  say  it  was 
in  1880. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  Of  course,  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  knows  all  about  it,  and  it  is 
very  gratifying  to  find  that  it  is  so  ;  but  I  have 
the  statute  in  my  hand,  and  the  date  of  it  is 
1880. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Read  it. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  am  not  going  to  read  through 
the  whole  volume  for  the  honourable  member. 
Now,  Sir,  those  honourable  members  who  say 
that  this  is  a  departure  unknown  in  other 
countries  would  have  the  House  believe  this 
is  very  unusual ;  and  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  had  a  book  locked  up  in  his 
drawer,  and  has  only  just  produced  it  because 
I  have  mentioned  it,  and  he  is  now  enlighten- 
ing the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Earnshaw)  on  the  subject — and  it  is  only 
natural  that  he  should  do  so. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— This  is  1798. 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  knows  something 
about  it.  I  suppose  that  is  his  authority,  and 
it  shows  me  very  clearly  that  the  honourable 
member  very  often  indulges  in  what  I  might 
call  somnambulism  of  the  Rip  Van  Winkle 
order.  The  honourable  member  has  gone  back 
to  1798,  while  I  am  quoting  from  1880.  Does 
the  honourable  gentleman  think  I  am  going 
to  quote  from  obsolete  musty  old  volumes  ? 
That,  Sir,  accounts  for  the  honourable  mem- 
ber being  so  often  off  the  track.  Now,  what 
do  we  find?  When  honourable  members  say 
that  it  is  unusual  to  enact  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill,  let  me  read  the  following  extract ; 
and  then  I  presume  they  will,  with  their  usual 
facility  for  turning  things  inside  out,  turn  this 
inside  out  if  they  can  : — 

"  In  England  the  land-tax  and  the  duties, 
except  only  such  duties  of  income-tax  as  are 
payable  by  way  of  deduction  or  are  assessable 
in  respect  of  railways,  in  every  assessment  for 
every  year  shall  be  payable  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  January  in  such  year." 

Similar  provisions,  slightly  modified,  apply 
to  Scotland  and  Ireland.  And  the  tax  on  as- 
sessments made  after  the  1st  January  is  made 
payable  on  the  next  day  after  the  Commis- 
sioners make  the  assessment.    Now,  will  tho 


Digitized  by 


Google 


186 


Land  and  Income 


[HO U  SE.]         Assessment  Bill.         [Sept.  1£ 


honourable  member  still  say,  as  he  said  this 
afternoon,  that  it  1b  unusual  to  make  this  a 
permanent  tax  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT— Yes. 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  then,  if  it  is  unusual,  he 
should  have  cited  the  case  to  which  I  refer. 
The  honourable  member,  and  other  honourable 
gentlemen  besides  himself,  in  placing  matters 
before  the  House,  very  often  leave  out  inciden- 
tals, as  has  been  done  in  this  instance  ;  so  that 
the  case  is  not  the  true  one  as  he  stated  it  this 
afternoon.  Now  about  all  this  talk  as  to  the 
gross  hardship  upon  farmers  by  the  collection 
of  the  land-tax  in  August :  What  did  we  find 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  saying 
this  afternoon  ?  Why,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man complained  because  the  income-tax  was 
collected  in  January  and  the  land-tax  was 
collected  in  August. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  beg  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's pardon.  It  was  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  who  did  so.  Some  other  honour- 
able members  also  complained  of  it.  Well,  I 
never  heard  such  an  extraordinary  argument  in 
all  my  life.  If  I  did  not  know  the  honourable 
gentleman's  nationality  I  should  have  tried 
to  find  some  tangible  excuse  for  him.  It  is 
the  first  time  I  ever  heard  an  honourable 
gentleman  in  this  House  complain  of  the  col- 
lection of  the  land-tax  some  six  months  after 
the  collecting  of  the  income-tax,  because  from 
the  middle  of  August  to  the  end  of  January  is 
nearly  six  months.  And  the  honourable  mem- 
ber complained  that  the  income-tax  was  col- 
lected in  January,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
unfair  by  comparison  with  the  collecting  of 
the  land-tax;  but  he  entirely  overlooked  the 
fact  that  it  is  some  six  months  after  the  col- 
lection of  the  income-tax  that  we  are  propos- 
ing to  collect  the  land-tax.  I  never  heard  of 
such  a  thing !  Now,  in  reference  to  all  this 
talk  about  the  hardship  upon  the  farmers,  do 
those  honourable  members,  like  the  member  for 
Ricoarton,  who  are  anxious  to  conciliate  the 
farmers,  suppose  that  it  is  not  the  desire  of  the 
Government  to  relieve  the  farmers  as  much  as 
possible?  Does  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  suppose  that  he  possesses  the  pre- 
emptive right  to  be  the  farmers'  friend  in  this 
House  ?  If  the  honourable  member  takes  up 
that  position  I  propose  to  place  a  fact  or  two 
before  him  which  he  may  think  over  before  he 
comes  here  and  again  tries  to  put  himself 
right  with  his  constituents  in  connection  with 
a  matter  of  this  sort.  There  are  8,516  land- 
tax  payers  in  this  colony  who  pay  under  £9 
per  annum.  The  actual  figure  before  me  is 
£8  6s.  8d. ;  there  are  2,800  of  them  who  pay 
under  17s.  per  annum ;  there  is  a  considerable 
number  who  pay  from  Is.  to  4s.  each.  And 
those  honourable  members  talk  about  the  hard- 
ship. Every  one  recognises  that  every  tax  is 
a  hardship,  and  especially  to  those  who  have 
little  means  to  pay  it ;  and  when  honourable 
members  talk  about  the  collection  of  a  tax 
they  should  inquire  what  the  financial  circum- 
stances of  the  country  are,  and  not  take  up  a 
position  which,  to  my  mind  at  any  rate,  the 
Mr.  Ward 


circumstances  do  not  warrant  them  in  taking 
up.  I  say  that  every  member  of  this  House  is 
anxious  to  relieve  the  people  of  this  country 
from  taxation  if  he  can  do  so.  Every  member 
of  this  House — no  one  Is  more  virtuous  than 
another  on  this  point — and  in  saying  "  every 
member  "  I  also  include  the  members  of  the 
Ministry — every  member,  I  say,  is  anxious  to- 
re lie  ve  the  farmers  and  every  other  section 
of  the  community  from  paying  taxation,  or 
from  paying  it  at  a  time  which  is  unsuitable- 
to  them.  And  if  honourable  members  will 
only  apply  their  common-sense  to  the  position 
they  must  know  perfectly  well  that  we  would 
not  fix  the  date  for  the  collection  of  taxes  at 
an  inconvenient  time  so  far  as  the  settlers  of 
the  country  are  concerned,  except  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  or  unless  the  neces- 
sities of  the  ordinary  finances  demanded  that 
a  certain  date  should  be  fixed  for  the  collection, 
of  a  certain  amount  of  revenue.  Now  I  come 
to  deal  with  another  question.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton,  in  a  very  specious- 
way,  referred  to  a  statement  which  I  made 
this  afternoon — that  in  the  absence  of  loan- 
moneys  we  have  to  alter  our  system  so  far  as- 
meeting  our  requirements  in  London  is  con- 
cerned. The  honourable  gentleman  asked,  in 
the  most  innocent  manner,  where  was  the- 
£1,500,000  of  advances-to-settlers  money,  and 
he  asked  why  we  did  not  use  a  portion  of  it 
for  the  payment  of  our  interest. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— No,  not  for  payment 
of  interest,  but  for  meeting  your  exchanges,  if 
necessary. 

Mr.  WARD. — Does  the  honourable  member 
know  that  the  £1,500,000  is  by  Act  ear-marked,, 
and  has  been  paid  into  a  trust  account?  If  he- 
does  not  know  that,  he  ought  to  know  it.  That 
is  the  position. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— So  was  the  Publio- 
Works  Fund. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  Every  honourable  member 
knows  that,  until  the  last  year  or  two,  large 
sums  of  money  were  available  in  England  to  be 
used  in  connection  with  our  finances.  But 
that  is  entirely  changed,  and  we  have  had  to 
alter  our  system  in  order  to  meet  our  require- 
ments in  London,  in  consequence  of  the  altered 
circumstances  there.  The  honourable  member 
surely  must  give  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment credit,  and  surely  must  give  the  executive 
of  the  Treasury  credit,  for  thinking  out  the  best 
way  to  meet  the  necessities  of  our  position  in. 
England.  We  have  the  responsibility  cast  upon 
us,  and  we  are  as  anxious  to  make  the  best 
arrangements  in  connection  with  these  matters- 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton.  They 
must  give  us  credit  for  doing  what  is  the  best 
thing  to  do  under  the  circumstances.  They  do 
not,  however,  do  that.  We  have  to  think  what 
are  the  best  arrangements  to  make  ahead.  We 
are  not  in  a  position  to  do  what  some  former 
Governments  have  done  —  Governments  who 
had  millions  of  money  to  play  ducks  and  drakes, 
with,  if  necessary.  We  have  to  think  ahead  for 
twelve  month 8  at  a  time.  That  has  not  been  the 
position  in  the  case  of  some  Governments  so  far- 
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as  the  administration  of  the  country  was  con- 
cerned, for  a  considerable  time  past.  The  pre- 
sent Government  have  had  to  make  arrange- 
ments to  meet  the  altered  position.  Let  me 
go  back  to  the  honourable  member  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  who,  in  speaking  upon  this 
question  this  afternoon,  was,  I  think,  scarcely 
fair.  He  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
try  to  show  that  my  statements  made  last  year 
on  this  question  were  not  consistent.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell)  read  extracts  from  Hansard  in  order  to 
give  an  entirely  opposite  meaning  to  my  state- 
ments. He  read  certain  extracts  from  my  re- 
marks, in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Land-tax  Bill  last  session ;  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  did  the  same  thing.  Let  me  for  a 
moment  refer  to  the  position  of  the  Land-tax 
Bill  when  it  was  before  the  House  last  session, 
and  I  propose  to  show  how  unfair  some  honour- 
able members  can  be  when  it  suits  them  to  mis- 
represent or  distort  the  position.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell) 
commenced  his  quotations  at  page  76  of  last 
year's  Hansard,  and  then  he  went  on  to  page  82. 
If  honourable  members  will  take  the  trouble  to 
look  at  page  67  of  that  number  of  Hansard, 
what  will  they  find  ?  They  will  find  there  the 
position  indicated  by  me  when  I  brought  the 
Bill  before  the  House.  They  will  find  there 
what  was  intended  to  be  done.  It  was  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B. 
Stout)  who  raised  the  debate  upon  the  question 
of  the  land-tax  proposals  last  year.  Practically 
he  was  the  oause  of  the  whole  debate  in  which 
the  question  of  the  financial  stability  of  the 
country  was  raised,  in  which  debate  member 
after  member  got  up,  and  persistently  dwelt 
on  that  point.  Let  me  read  to  honourable 
members  the  actual  words  from  page  67  used 
by  myself  in  connection  with  this  matter ;  and 
I  would  suggest  to  those  honourable  members 
who  are  so  anxious  to  quote  one,  in  order  to 
misrepresent  him,  that  they  should  commence 
at  the  beginning.     This  is  what  I  said : — 

"  Mr.  Ward  might  point  out  to  the  honour- 
able member  that  this  Bill  was  intended  to  do 
nothing  whatever  but  to  give  authority  to  collect 
the  land-tax.  The  land-tax  most  be  collected, 
and  there  was  no  alteration  in  the  Bill.  It 
therefore  did  not  require  any  consideration,  or 
call  for  any  discussion.  The  question  simply 
amounted  to  this:  Whether  the  Government 
were  to  take  the  necessary  authority  to  collect 
the  land-tax." 

That  is  the  whole  statement  which  I  made. 
The  whole  debate  which  arose  upon  it  was  in 
consequence  of  strictures  made  upon  the  Bill 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout). 

Mr.  BELL. — The  next  paragraph. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  say  the  debate  which  arose 
was  in  consequenoe  of  the  strictures  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout).  A  division  was  called  for  on 
the  proposal  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day 
in  order  to  take  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
and  that  motion  was  carried  by  thirty-nine  to 


fifteen.  Then  I  spoke  on  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill ;  and  what  did  I  say  ? 

Mr.  BELL. — You  spoke  before  the  division. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  I  spoke  before  the  division, 
and  I  also  spoke  after  it.  On  the  motion  to- 
postpone  the  orders  of  the.  day  I  made  the 
remarks  which  I  have  quoted  from  the  top  of 
page  68. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Your  first  speech  was- 
made  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  orders- 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  should  have  thought  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  when  I  explained 
the  Bill  in  moving  the  postponement  of  the 
orders,  that  would  have  been  sufficient  for  most 
honourable  members,  except,  perhaps,  for  those 
who  are  extraordinarily  fastidious,  and  perhaps 
a  little  suspicious  and  over-critical.  Let  us 
go  back  to  the  facts.  Here  we  have  had  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  and. 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  confirming  what  I 
have  said  all  along.  I  said  then  distinctly  that 
the  necessity  for  collecting  this  tax  arose  from 
the  fact  that  there  was  not  sufficient  money  in 
London  to  meet  the  interest  at  the  end  of  Octo- 
ber. That  was  the  position.  Some  honourable 
members  are  always  ready  to  misrepresent  the* 
actual  position.  When  I  stated  the  position 
some  honourable  members  said  we  had  not  got 
Treasury  bills.  Several  honourable  members, 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
amongst  them,  questioned  the  existence  of  a 
sufficiency  of  Treasury  bills.  The  honourable- 
member  for  Fatea  said,  "  Why  not  use  Treasury 
bills?"  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton Suburbs  said  the  same  thing.  Who  is 
responsible  for  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills?' 
The  Government  of  the  day.  No  members 
of  this  House  are  more  anxious  to  do  what 
is  right  in  providing  for  the  necessities  of  our 
finance,  so  far  as  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills  is 
concerned,  than  the  Government.  Upon  the 
Government  of  the  day  must  rest  the  responsi- 
bility of  deciding  whether  it  is  judicious  to  issue 
Treasury  bills  at  any  particular  time.  I  have 
explained  the  position  upon  more  than  one 
occasion.  The  Government  did  not  regard  it 
as  a  wise  or  prudent  thing  to  issue  Treasury 
bills  at  that  time.  Of  course,  we  had  the- 
Imperial-guaranteed  debentures,  we  had  the 
power  to  issue  Treasury  bills,  and  we  had  also 
cash  in  the  Public  Account.  I  told  the  House 
then,  and  I  have  stated  so  since,  that  there 
were  reasons  of  a  confidential  character,  whioh 
I  could  not  tell  them  at  the  time,  for  the 
course  we  took.  The  whole  thing  is  that 
some  honourable  members  do  not  trust  them- 
selves, they  do  not  trust  the  Government,  and 
they  do  not  trust  anybody  in  this  House  or 
out  of  it.  That  is  the  plain  English  of  it.  I 
can  understand  the  action  of  the  honourable - 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell),  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition; 
but  I  cannot  understand  those  honourable 
members  who  profess  to  have  some  trust  in  the 
Government.  I  say  that  advisedly.  The  latter 
honourable  members  must  know  that  there 
must  have  been  some  good  reason  why  we  with- 
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held  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills.  I  want  to  say 
a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  and 
I  am  very  sorry  he  is  not  in  his  place.  I  regret 
to  say  that  that  honourable  member  is  often 
exceedingly  offensive  in  his  remarks.  The  other 
day  the  honourable  member  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  make  offensive  allusions  to  the  pre- 
sence of  certain  gentlemen  sitting  behind  the 
Speaker's  chair,  and  he  referred  to  "  grinning 
Secretaries." 

Hon.  Members. — A  past  debate. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  beg  pardon.  I  will  not  refer 
to  a  former  debate.  The  honourable  mem- 
her,  however,  this  afternoon,  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,  referred  to  the  fact  of  a  Minister 

9  0  yawning.  Now,  Sir,  he  did  it,  as  he 
'  often  does,  very  offensively.  The  con- 
clusion I  came  to  was  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  never  yawned  in  his  life,  be- 
cause, if  one  is  to  judge  from  the  manner  in 
which  he  referred  to  the  Minister  yawning,  I 
presume  it  is  very  offensive  to  him ;  and,  in  his 
own  circle,  to  allow  a  person  to  carry  out  the 
•ordinary  laws  of  nature  is  objectionable  to  him, 
because  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  a  very 
offensive  way,  in  a  very  objectionable  way,  ob- 
jected to-day  to  a  Minister  yawning.  Well,  I 
•expect  the  Minister  will  yawn  when  and  how  he 
likes.  The  way  he  pats  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Northern  Maori  District  on  the  back  in 
the  felicitous  way  he  did,  because  some  one 
yawned  during  the  dreary  speech  of  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Maori  District,  was  very 
thin.  Now,  Sir,  I  just  want  to  say  a  word  or 
two  in  connection  with  this  matter  of  the  10 
per  cent.,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Duthie)  referred  to  it,  and  so 
-did  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District.  The  honourable  members  run 
away  with  the  impression  that  under  our  Bill 
we  propose  to  tax  the  Natives  10  per  cent,  on 
their  property.  This,  however,  is  not  the  posi- 
tion. The  position  is  really  this :  that  there 
is  no  duty  whatever  on  leases  of  twenty-one 
years  and  under.  The  duty  is  on  leases  over 
twenty-one  years,  and  the  duty  is  7J  per  cent., 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  said 
very  correctly.  It  is  to  prevent,  and  very  neces- 
sarily so  in  this  country,  unnecessarily  long 
leases  being  given  by  Natives  to  Natives  or  by 
Natives  to  Europeans.  Who  will  say  that  is  an 
undesirable  thing  to  do  ?  And  yet  we  have  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (SirR. 
Stout)  and  other  honourable  members  com- 
plaining this  afternoon  about  what  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  do.  They  stated  that  the 
-Government  were  proposing  to  tax  the  Natives 
10  per  cent,  on  their  leaseholds.  Now,  10  per 
cent,  is  not  charged  on  leases — only  on  sales ; 
and  it  is  the  European  who  purchases  the  land 
from  the  Natives  who  pays  duty,  and  after- 
wards has,  of  course,  to  pay  the  land-tax  on 
his  freehold,  if  unencumbered. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — And  deducts  the  duty. 

Mr.  WARD. — Yes ;  and  why  should  he  not 

-deduct  it,  as  a  matter  of  business?     We  have 

heard  these  honourable  members  this  afternoon 

xaising  the  question  of  the  poor  Natives.    I  am 

Mr.  Ward 


as  anxious  as  they  are  to  see  fair-play,  and  I 
have  just  as  high  an  opinion  of  the  Natives  as 
those  honourable  members  have.  Do  honour- 
able members  know  that  under  the  Grown  and 
Native  Lands  Rating  Act  we  paid  £60,245  8s. 
for  them  of  which  we  have  only  had  refunded 
£8,806,  and  that  there  is  an  amount  due  of 
£51,439?  And  it  was  the  collection  of  these 
overdue  rates  that  the  Northern  Maori  mem- 
ber was  referring  to  when  he  spoke  about 
the  Atkinson  Government  and  the  people  of 
this  colony  doing  that  which  was  right  in  ask- 
ing them  to  refund  from  time  to  time  as 
these  lands  are  sold.  Those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  have  referred  to  this  matter  either 
misunderstand  or  misrepresent  the  position. 
In  connection  with  this  Bill  generally,  I  do 
not  want  anything  unusual;  but  what  I  am 
anxious  to  do  is  to  have  a  fixity  of  date,  so  as 
to  prevent  any  misconception  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  have  to  pay  the  tax.  On  the  ques- 
tion of  making  the  Bill  permanent,  I  would 
point  out  that  since  1892  this  land-tax  has  re- 
mained exactly  the  same  as  is  proposed  under 
this  Bill.  There  is  no  variation  of  it.  Even  if 
the  Bill  is  passed,  there  can  be  no  variation  of 
the  tax  unless  it  is  done  in  this  House.  And 
those  honourable  members  who  talk  about  this 
portion  of  the  Constitution  losing  its  rights  by 
making  this  a  permanent  Act,  cannot  think  of 
what  they  are  talking  about.  Under  any  cir- 
cumstances, whether  the  Administration  under 
the  existing  system  proposes  to  increase  taxa- 
tion or  to  reduce  it,  you  must  come  down  to 
this  House  and  do  it  by  Bill ;  and,  if  you  make 
it  a  permanent  enactment,  what  happens? 
The  Treasurer  from  time  to  time  will  an- 
nounce in  his  Financial  Statement  what  re- 
venue he  will  require  to  carry  on  the  finances 
of  the  country,  and  if  he  is  of  opinion  that  it  is 
necessary  to  collect  more  land-tax  he  will  tell 
the  House  that  it  is  necessary  to  increase  it, 
and,  if  he  thinks  it  can  be  reduced,  and  ought 
to  be  reduced,  he  will  tell  the  House  so,  and 
the  whole  discussion  on  this  question  will  come 
before  the  House  when  the  Financial  State- 
ment is  up  for  consideration)  and  those  honour- 
able members  must  know  perfectly  well  they 
will  not  lose  that  right  under  this  Bill.  That 
is  the  position. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  about  the  Upper 
House  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  knows 
perfectly  well  that  the  Upper  House  is  always 
reasonable.  Now,  let  me  say  this :  I  say  that 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District,  in  discussing  under  this  Bill  the  gene- 
ral aspect  of  the  legislation  in  connection  with 
Native  lands,  was  doing  so  in  the  wrong  place 
altogether.  This  is  a  Bill  regarding  taxation, 
and  the  way  the  Native  lands  should  be  taxed. 
The  honourable  member  will  have  another  op- 
portunity of  discussing  the  question  of  the  way 
the  Native  lands  of  this  country  should  be  ad- 
ministered. A  great  deal  of  the  arguments  he 
used  this  afternoon  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  before  the  House.  Many  of  the  points 
he  was  discussing,  and  discussing  seriously,  were 
not  touched  on  in  this  Bill.    I  admit  there  are 
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many  cases,  so  far  as  the  Natives  are  conoerned, 
that  will  require  to  be  specially  considered,  and 
under  our  system  of  taxation  in  this  country 
that  is  so,  and  the  policy  of  meeting  the  Natives 
fairly  and  equitably  will  be  pursued.  When  the 
Bill  is  before  the  Committee  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  hear  what  every  honourable  member  has  to 
say,  and  to  treat  his  arguments  and  suggestions 
in  a  reasonable  way,  so  long  as  they  are  made 
in  a  reasonable  way;  and  I  think  that  a  fair 
position  to  take  up. 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  49. 
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Majority  for,  85. 
Bill  read  a  seoond  time. 

MINING  BILL. 
Mr.  CADMAN.— Sir,  the  House  this  after- 
noon and  evening  seems  to  have  had  rather  a 
fit  of  the  dolefuls  on  the  question  of  paying 
taxes,  and  I  suppose  now  it  is  well  to  come  to 
the  brighter  side  of  things,  and  have  a  look  at 
our  national  assets,  because  I  think,  if  these 
are  properly  attended  to,  we  shall  soon  sweep 
away  from  the  farming  districts  most,  if  not 
all,  of  the  present  complaints  against  taxation, 
and  the  farmers  will  find  a  population  of  con- 
sumers very  soon  arise  who  will  take  far  more 
produce  than  they  are  able  to  grow.  I  have 
no  doubt  honourable  members  will  look  at  me 
when  I  tell  them  that  after  visiting  the  vari- 
ous mining  districts  of  the  colony,  and  after 
having  lived  many  years  in  the  district  where 
they  produce  auriferous  quartz  that  yields 
from  2oz.  to  5oz,  of  gold  to  the  pound  weight 
of  stone,  not  to  the  ton,  and  after  having 
compared  the  returns  of  New  Zealand  with 
those  of  other  countries,  and  after  having  con- 
versed and  corresponded  with  mining  experts 


who  have  knowledge  of  nearly  all  the  gold- 
fields  in  the  world— at  all  events,  of  all  those 
that  are  worked  by  European  labour — I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  have  in  New 
Zealand,  taking  our  area  into  comparison, 
one  of  the  richest  quartz- reefing  districts  in 
the  world.  Now,  in  support  of  that  assertion. 
I  should  like  to  read  to  the  House  from  a 
document  I  received  only  this  afternoon — the 
mining  report  of  the  South  African  Republic. 
Last  year  the  returns  show  they  crushed  some- 
thing like  8,269,462  tons  of  quartz  or  stone, 
and  the  yield  on  that  was  only  an  average  of 
8dwt.  per  ton.  Well,  we  have  all  heard  or 
read  of  what  is  going  on  in  South  Africa,  and 
the  noise  that  is  made  about  it,  but  if  we 
look  at  our  own  returns  I  think  we  shall  see 
that  what  I  have  stated  is  pretty  well  within 
the  mark  when  I  say  that  we  have  one  of  the 
richest  mining  districts  in  the  world.  This 
being  so,  the  question  arises,  How  are  we  to 
develop  our  mining  industry?  We  have  con- 
tinually a  great  cry  coming  to  the  Government 
for  assistance  and  aid  for  our  mining  districts 
— to  open  them  up,  to  provide  water-races,  and 
in  some  places  to  provide  mining  plant,  and  in 
many  other  ways.  Well,  in  conversation  with 
experts — and  I  have  seen  a  good  many  of  them 
lately — they  all  express  great  surprise  at  the 
cry  there  is  to  the  Government  for  assistance, 
and  they  say  unhesitatingly  that  we  have  only 
to  let  the  facts  be  known  and  plenty  of  capital 
will  be  found  to  develop  every  mining  district 
in  New  Zealand.  In  reply  to  one  of  these 
experts  the  other  day  I  mentioned,  in  respect 
of  capital,  that  we  had  not  in  New  Zealand  a 
really  rich  man  who  was  prepared  to  go  into 
mining  of  that  sort  in  any  way  at  all,  and  in 
reply  he  said  that,  so  far  as  he  knew,  if  the 
people  outside  the  colony  were  only  aware  of 
our  position  there  would  be  no  trouble  in  getting 
millions  of  money  at  very  short  notice.  Well, 
Sir,  those  who  know  anything  about  mining 
must  know  that  when  we  come  to  deal  with 
such  questions  as  water-races,  mining  plant, 
pumping  machinery,  and  other  things  a  million 
of  money  would  go  a  very  short  distance  in 
developing  the  whole  of  the  mining  districts  of 
the  colony,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  provide  sums  of  this  kind  with- 
out borrowing.  The  question  then  arises,  How 
are  we  to  induce  outside  capital  to  come  in  and 
help  us  ?  Under  this  Bill  we  propose  to  take 
a  wide  departure  from  former  legislation,  and 
make  some  provisions  which  we  think  will  give 
encouragement  to  outside  capitalists  to  come 
to  New  Zealand.  The  Bill  proposes  to  meet 
the  capitalists  who  have  a  great  objection  to 
small  areas.  It  proposes  to  give  them  extended 
areas  for  prospecting,  which  we  think  will 
meet  with  their  approbation,  and,  at  all  events, 
put  them  on  something  like  the  same  footing 
that  they  say  they  are  able  to  obtain  in  other 
countries.  Now,  in  dealing  with  this  matter, 
we  have  difficulties  to  overcome  in  two  ways. 
In  the  first  place,  we  have  on  the  one  side  the 
complaints  of  the  capitalists  that  tho  areas  are 
too  small,  and  also  that  the  labour  clauses  are 
too  stringent.    On  the  other  side  we  have  corn- 
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plaints  from  the  labouring  olasses,  who  say 
that  if  the  areas  are  made  too  large  they  will 
lead  to  huge  monopolies,  and  that  we  shall 
have  tracts  of  land  lying  idle,  protected  and 
-even  unprotected ;  and  while  they  are  in  this 
position  there  will  be  many  unemployed  who 
will  be  unable  to  get  on  the  land.     Well,  of 
•course,  in  looking  at  both  sides  of  the  case  im- 
partially, one  must  be  prepared  to  admit  that 
there  may  be  a  good  deal  of  sentiment  on  both 
sides.     So  far  as  concerns  the  areas  for  quartz- 
treefing,  I  cannot  see  why  100  acres  should 
not  be  enough  for  quartz-reefing  operations  by 
.any  one  company.    I  know  one  claim  situated 
within  a  very  few  miles  of  my  own  home  which 
has  been  working  for  twenty  years  past,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  if  the  whole  area  that  has 
been  worked  were  measured  it  would  be  found 
that  they  have  not  up  to  the  present  worked 
five  acres  of  it.     I  am  quite  positive,  at  all 
•events,  they  have  not  worked  10  acres  of  it.    If 
you  take  100  acres  as  the  area  of  a  quartz-reef- 
ing claim,  it  simply  means  a  lifetime  for  any 
ordinary  individual  to  work.    However,  they 
.are  not  satisfied  with  this,  and  that  is  one  of 
the  questions  we  have  to  meet.     On  the  other 
hand,  looking  at  the  question  from  the  labour 
point  of  view,  if  capitalists  are  driven  off  by 
being  denied  the  opportunity  of  taking  up  areas 
which  they  consider  sufficiently  large  for  their 
•operations,  what  aie  the  labouring-men  to  do 
if  no  employment  is  given  them?    The  work- 
ing of  these  claims  requires  costly  machinery 
and  pumping-gear,  and  a  lot  of  other  things 
which  entail  a  heavy  expenditure,  and  which 
poor  people  are  not  able  to  find.    The  result  is 
that  there  must  be  give  and  take  between  both 
parties,  and  under  this  Bill  we  propose  to  meet 
the  capitalists  in  a  way  by  extending  the  pro- 
specting area ;   but,  at  the  same  time,  I  say 
unhesitatingly  that  we  must  retain  the  labour 
clauses.    By  so  doing  each  party  can  rest  as- 
sured, because  upon  the  Government  of  the 
country  will  rest  the  responsibility  of  seeing 
justice   done   to   both  sides.     Now,   the   Bill 
in    the    first   portion  of    it  deals  with    these 
extended   prospecting  licenses,  and  provision 
is  made  for  the  granting  of  prospecting- areas 
for  a  term  of  two  vears,  with  the   right  of 
renewal.    The  conditions  on  which  these  areas 
.are  to  be  granted  are  to  be  dealt  with  under 
regulations  which    will    be    framed    to  meet 
the  varying   circumstances   of    different   por- 
tions of  the  country,  because  one  hard-and- 
fast  rule  wi^l   not  suit   all   districts.    There- 
-fore  we    have  endeavoured   to  provide  for  a 
little  more  elasticity  in  these   matters,   and 
we   hope  in   this  way  to  meet  the    require- 
ments of  the  various  districts  by  the  clauses 
which  will  be  found  in    this    Bill.     Part   (1) 
of  the   Bill  says   it   shall   be   competent   for 
•one  person  to  hold  any  number  of  extended 
prospecting  licenses  not  exceeding  six.    That 
is  a  matter  which  the  House  will  have  to  con- 
sider, and  probably  when  the  Bill  gets  to  the 
•Goldfields  Committee  it  is  one  of  the  things 
which  will  be  dealt  with  there.     It  is  fixed 
at  that  on  account  of  the  communications  we 
.have  received  with  respect  to  these  prospect- 
Mr.  C adman 


ing-areas.  I  will  read  a  portion  of  one  letter 
I  have  received,  and  honourable  members  will 
then  be  able  to  understand  what  is  proposed 
to  be  done  with  respect  to  these  prospecting- 
areas.  After  dealing  with  one  or  two  other 
matters,  it  says, — 

"  I  understand  none  of  this  country  has  been 
taken  up  for  mining  or  other  purposes.  The 
reason  I  apply  for  these  large  areas  is  that  I 
intend  to  send  out  prospectors  to  thoroughly 
prospect  and  explore  along  the  line  of  these  con- 
glomerates to  look  for  gold  and  other  minerals. 
It  is  a  country  that  will  take  a  large  amount 
of  capital  to  prospect  on  account  of  the  rough 
and  broken  character  of  the  country,  with  no 
means  of  transit  other  than  carrying  on  men's 
backs.  If  these  areas  are  granted  I  will  send 
out,  as  soon  as  the  snow  is  off  the  ground,  men 
to  explore  this  part  of  the  country,  and,  as  soon 
as  their  report  oomes  to  hand,  will  then  put 
men  on  to  prospect.  I  will  deposit  £500  with 
the  Government  as  security  that  I  will  carry 
out  what  I  have  stated,  which  can  be  forfeited 
in  the  event  of  my  breaking  faith  in  regard  to 
these  proposals.  I  would  also  consent  to  a 
condition  that,  if  I  did  not  within  a  period  of 
two  years  expend  in  labour  and  machinery  upon 
any  one  prospecting-area  a  sum  equal  to  £10 
per  acre,  that  license  may  be  cancelled.  The 
total  amount  would  thus  exceed  £40,000.  If 
the  prospecting  is  satisfactory  a  lease  of  each 
area  or  any  part  I  may  require  to  be  granted 
to  me  for  a  term  of  years,  provided  sufficient 
capital  to  work  the  areas  shall  have  been  pro- 
vided by  me.  I  am  confident  that,  with  the 
assistance  of  those  who  will  be  interested  with 
me,  I  shall  be  able  to  provide  not  less  than 
£1,000,000  as  a  working  capital  (if  required). 
Such  capital  will  be  expended  in  introducing 
the  latest  improvements  in  mining  machinery 
and  the  newest  processes  for  the  extraction  of 
gold  and  other  minerals." 

That  is  one  letter  I  have  received,  and  I  may 
say  I  have  received  communications  from  other 
persons  all  running  in  the  same  direction — that 
if  facilities  can  be  given  to  them  in  suc'h  a  way 
that  they  can  deal  with  these  matters  ic  Eng- 
land they  are  prepared  to  introduce  a  large 
amount  of  oapital  for  investment.  The  pro- 
specting-area that  we  propose  to  give  each  of 
these  parties  is  limited  to  640  acres — that  is, 
one  mile  square.  Provision  is  made  that  the 
Governor  may  renew  the  license  if  considered 
desirable,  and  the  regulations  are  to  provide 
that  the  holder  will  vigorously  and  continuously 
prospect  the  whole  of  the  land  included  in  his 
license.  When  gold  is  found  he  can  then  go 
to  the  Warden  and  get  the  usual  title  and  area 
provided  under  the  Mining  Act.  This  must 
necessarily  provide  employment  for  a  large 
number  of  men  in  the  various  mining  districts 
of  the  colony,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
proposals  will  ratet  with  the  approbation  of 
those  who  are  disposed  to  invest  in  mining  en- 
terprises in  this  country.  The  second  part  of 
the  Bill  deals  with  tunnel-prospecting  licenses. 
The  object  of  this  is  to  make  provision  for 
dealing  with  the  case  of  those  who  are  carrying 
on  operations  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  drive 
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a  long  distance  in  hilly  or  undulating  country 
to  open  up  their  mines  at  the  lowest  levels  ob- 
tainable before  being  compelled  to  sink,  and 
that  they  may  be  protected  to  such  an  extent 
that  if  they  cut  any  auriferous  reefs  other 
people  may  not  peg  them  out  and  interfere 
with  their  workings.  It  is  a  matter  that  can 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Warden  in  the  ordinary 
way,  but  legislation  is  required  to  put  them  on 
a  firm  basis.  The  third  part  of  the  Bill  deals 
with  the  forfeiture  of  claims  by  operation  of 
law.  At  the  present  time,  if  a  person  wants 
to  take  up  a  piece  of  ground  that  he  finds  is 
not  being  worked,  he  has  to  lay  a  plaint  to 
the  Warden,  and  go  to  considerable  expense ; 
out  we  propose  in  this  measure  that  if  the 
license-fee  has  not  been  paid  within  twelve 
months,  or  if  the  land  has  not  been  continu- 
ously worked  for  six  months,  then  any  one  may 
peg  out  the  ground  as  unoccupied  ground.  He 
will  then  make  application  to  the  Warden  in 
the  ordinary  way,  and  the  Warden  can  then 
make  inquiries,  or  give  the  person  at  once  a 
license  for  the  land.  The  fourth  part  6t  the 
Bill  deals  with  colonial  registers  of  foreign 
•companies.  At  present  we  have  only  one  or 
two  foreign  mining  companies  in  New  Zealand 
which  have  colonial  registers.  Now,  nearly 
all  foreign  banks  and  large  mercantile  com- 
panies have  a  colonial  register,  and  I  cannot  see 
why  all  foreign  mining  companies  should  not 
also.  At  present  very  many  of  our  best  claims 
«re  being  floated  in  England,  and  our  own 
people  will  naturally  invest,  more  or  less,  in 
them.  We  propose,  therefore,  that  they  shall 
nave  their  registers  in  the  colony,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  transfer  of  shares  in  New  Zea- 
land. The  rest  of  the  Bill,  under  the  head- 
ing of  •*  Miscellaneous/1  deals  with  a  number 
of  small  matters  which  will  be  best  dis- 
cussed in  Committee.  One  clause  empowers 
the  Governor  to  make  regulations  with  re- 
spect to  mining  in  rivers.  This  particularly 
Applies  to  Otago.  Then,  there  is  a  proposal 
that  mining  dredges  mu6t  be  equipped  with 
life-saving  apparatus.  One  or  two  lives  have 
been  lost  from  these  dredges  owing  to  the 
want  of  life-buoys,  and  if  life-buoys  had  been 
kept  probably  those  lives  would  not  have  been 
lost.  These  are  really  the  main  objects  of  the 
Bill,  and,  as  it  is  to  go  to  the  Ooldfields  Com- 
mittee to  be  dealt  with,  I  shall  be  quite  pre- 
pared to  receive  any  proposal  which  may  tend 
too  improve  the  Bill.  I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
much  to  say  about  the  Bill.  It  has  to  go  to  the 
Ooldfields  Committee,  I  understand.  However, 
there  were  one  or  two  remarks  made  by  the 
Minister  of  Mines  that  I  should  like  to  notice. 
1  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to  make  the  industry 
appear  to  be  of  more  importance  than  it  really 
is.  This  industry  is  a  good  and  solid  one,  but 
it  is  hardly  fair  to  say  that  because  a  small 
amount  of  gold  to  the  ton  in  South  Africa 
pays  well  a  similar  amount  would  pay  here. 
The 'comparison  is  scarcely  a  fair  one,  because 
in  South  Africa  the  cost  of  working  is  nothing 
like  the  cost  of  working  here.     The  reefs  in 


9  80     South  Africa  are  on  an  entirely  dif- 
'     '    ferent  footing  from    the    large    solid 
quartz  reefs  we  are  working. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — They  have  reefs  quite  as 
hard  as  we  have. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Oh,  no ;  they  are  nearly  all 
conglomerate,  and  the  cost  of  working  them  is 
not  nearly  so  great.  They  have  no  reef-mining 
to  the  same  extent  as  we  have  here,  although  I 
believe  if  proper  machinery  and  capital  were 
employed  many  mines  not  now  worked  would 
pay  here.  But  what  has  hampered  the  mining 
industry  in  the  past,  and  what  is  hampering  it 
now,  is  the  legislation  against  capital  and  the 
legislation  which  says  that  a  certain  amount 
of  labour  must  be  employed  on  a  claim.  Jt  is 
all  very  well  to  say  that  it  is  in  the  interests 
of  labour;  but  when  you  impose  regulations 
which  insist  on  so  many  men  being  employed 
when  it  will  not  pay  to  employ  them,  and  when 
they  are  not  needed  to  work  the  claim,  you  are 
only  killing  the  industry.  I  want,  however, 
while  the  Bill  is  before  the  House,  to  refer 
to  what  is  a  serious  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  mining  industry,  especially  in  the  South : 
there  is  no  provision  for  it  in  the  Bill,  and 
there  should  be.  We  have  had  great  difficulty 
in  the  mining  industry  in  the  South,  and  have 
had  for  two  years,  because  miners  are  not  al- 
lowed to  put  their  tailings  into  the  rivers.  This 
matter  has  been  dragging  on  for  years  now, 
and  there  has  been  no  settlement  of  the  diffi- 
culty yet.  The  dredges  work  under  very  diffi- 
cult conditions,  with  this  result:  that,  not  being 
allowed  to  work  over  the  whole  of  the  claim, 
hemmed  in  by  wing-dams,  they  are  unable  to 
go  over  the  best  of  the  ground,  the  water  gets 
dirty,  and  they  cannot  work  to  pay ;  and  the  re- 
sult will  be  that  unless  something  is  done  they 
will  stop  again,  not  only  because  of  the  diffi- 
culty with  regard  to  placing  their  tailings  in  the 
river,  but  from  sheer  inanition  —  they  cannot 
make  expenses.  I  know  there  is  a  boom  on  in 
the  North,  and  I  am  very  glad  of  it,  and  hope 
it  will  continue,  and  that  there  will  be  a  pro- 
sperous time  in  the  North ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ought  to  turn  now  also  to  the 
South.  We  are  languishing  there,  and  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done.  I  know  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  been  in  the  South,  and  in 
many  respects  he  has  done  something  for  the 
South,  but  he  has  not  taokled  this  difficulty, 
which  has  been  before  us  for  two  years,  and  is 
not  settled  yet;  and  it  is  time  it  should  he, 
because  it  is  not  only  hampering  the  industry 
and  those  eagaged  in  it,  but  is  preventing  others 
from  going  into  it.  I  know  of  those  who  would 
go  in  for  it  if  it  were  not  for  this  difficulty.  I 
was  hoping  to  see  something  to  meet  the  case 
in  this  Bill,  and  I  do  hope  the  Minister  will  do 
something  to  settle  this  difficulty  at  once.  I 
can  assure  him  it  is  a  pressing  one,  and  he 
knows  it  is  ;  it  is  of  no  use  dilly-dallying  over  the 
thing ;  it  must  be  faced.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  how  it  should  be  met,  but  faced  it  must  be, 
and  the  sooner  the  better.  Generally  speaking 
I  approve  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  It  is  an 
encouragement  to  the  industry.  I  am  not  sure 
I  whether  the  Minister  has  not  gone  too  far  in 
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saying  that  one  prospector  should  be  allowed 
to  take  up  nearly  four  thousand  acres.  But 
there  may  be  circumstances  under  which  even 
this  area  might  be  allowed.  I  can  imagine 
some  of  the  rough  country  on  the  West  Coast, 
where  it  might  be  necessary  to  offer  a  very 
considerable  area,  though  perhaps  not  quite 
so  large  an  amount  as  is  mentioned  here. 
Then,  as  regards  the  forfeiture  of  claims,  I  am 
not  sure  that  this  is  an  improvement  on  the 
'  existing  law.  It  certainly  makes  it  easier  for 
a  new  applicant  to  seize  a  claim,  but  that 
may  not  be  always  a  desirable  thing  to  do. 
Now,  I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  very  men  I  have  referred  to  were 
stopped  by  injunctions  taken  out  against  them ; 
they  could  not  work,  and  did  not  fulfil  the  con- 
ditions of  their  lease  for  twelve  or  eighteen 
months  ;  and  under  this  Bill,  at  the  end  of  six 
months,  their  claims  would  be  declared  for- 
feited. No  doubt  there  are  certain  cases  where 
the  claim-owner  is  not  doing  proper  work,  and 
ought  to  forfeit  his  claim,  but  I  believe  that  is 
sufficiently  provided  for  under  the  present  law. 
But  clause  27  is  one  thing  which  honourable 
members  ought  at  least  to  consider :  this  is  the 
usual  thing — legislation  by  regulation.  I  do 
not  know  why  it  is  necessary  to  legislate  by 
Order  in  Council  and  regulations  from  time  to 
time.  It  would  be  very  much  more  satisfactory 
if  the  regulations  could  he  somewhat  more  defi- 
nite. I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  possible 
to  make  them  the  actual  law  of  the  country, 
but  the  regulations  now  are  very  nearly  as 
large  as  the  Mining  Act,  and  this  continual 
regulation  -  making  is  a  thing  not  really  in 
the  interests  of  the  industry,  and  ought  to  be 
stopped  as  much  as  possible.  There  is  nothing 
else  in  the  Bill  that  needs  considering  at  pre- 
sent, as  it  goes  to  the  Goldfields  Committee.  I 
suppose  it  refers  to  Crown  lands  only. 

Mr.  McGOWAN. — I  shall  not  occupy  many 
minutes,  but  I  cannot  resist  the  opportunity  of 
complimenting  the  Minister  of  Mines,  not  upon 
doing  very  much  for  mining,  but  on  making  an 
attempt  now  to  deal  with  the  question  in  a  way 
it  has  never  been  dealt  with  before.  Of  course 
we  know  that  public  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  northern  goldfields  especially,  and  that 
capital  is  coming  in,  and  will  be  coming  in  to 
New  Zealand  for  some  time,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  we  can  thank  the  Government  very  much 
for  that.  It  is  really  the  intrinsic  merits  of 
the  goldfields  themselves  that  are  the  cause  of 
this,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  English 
capitalists  who  have  invested  money  in  the 
colony  will  in  time  be  very  well  satisfied  with 
their  venture  as  compared  with  similar  ones  in 
other  countries.  I  should  like  to  say  that  one 
reason  why  I  think  it  is  very  necessary  that 
a  good  deal  of  the  mining-law  of  the  colony 
should  be  carried  out  under  regulations  arises 
from  the  fact  that  laws  applicable  to  one  part 
of  the  colony  are  altogether  inapplicable  to 
another.  Those  that  are  applicable  to  sluicing 
country,  for  instance,  or  dredging  rivers,  are 
altogether  inapplicable  to  reefing  country.  It 
is  consequently  necessary  that  a  good  deal  of 
the  laws  under  which  mines  are  worked  must 
Mr.  Allen 


be  made  by  regulations.  There  is  one  in 
this  Bill  which  requires  a  great  deal  of  con- 
sideration by  those  versed  in  the  matter:  I 
refer  to  the  large  area  that  can  be  secured  on 
condition  of  a  capitalist  spending  a  certain 
amount  in  prospecting.  I  know  many  parts- 
where  it  would  be  very  wise  that  this  should  be 
done  ;  but  this  can  hardly  apply  to  the  Thames- 
and  Coromandel  Peninsula,  because  it  is  not 
necessary  to  prospect  there  in  order  to  find  out 
a  payable  gold  field.  The  whole  district,  if  it 
could  be  worked  in  an  inexpensive  way,  would 
be  a  payable  one  itself  without  finding  out  the 
payable  goldfields  in  that  portion  of  the  colony  ; 
consequently  I  believe  it  would  be  a  very 
serious  thing  if  a  large  area  of  that  ground  were 
locked  up  for  the  purpose  of  one  capitalist,  or 
of  a  set  of  capitalists.  It  is  very  important, 
that  that  aspect  should|be  borne  in  mind.  With 
reference  to  the  quantity  of  ground  that  can  be 
made  to  pay,  I  might  say  that,  with  the  modern 
appliances  we  have  now,  if  this  Government 
will  wake  up  to  the  importance  of  this  industry,, 
and  utilise  the  streams  that  run  in  the  colony, 
and  introduce  electric  motive-power  in  order 
to  obtain  cheap  crushing,  we  shall  be  able  to 
make  quartz  of  a  grade  that  has  never  paid  in 
this  colony  before,  or  in  any  other  country — 
we  shall  be  able  to  make  fhat  quartz  pay. 
The  last  speaker  spoke  about  4dwt.  paying,  but 
there  are  some  mines  I  know  of  where  ldwt. 
or  ljdwt.  pays — that  is,  at  the  Thames  Gold- 
field  at  the  present  time.  I  know  of  several 
private  mines  where  the  returns  are  not  more 
than  that,  and  yet  they  are  paying.  Under 
these  conditions,  I  think  it  is  very  important 
that  the  Government  and  the  House  should 
awake  to  the  real  importance  of  this  industry, 
and  what  a  real  gold-mine  it  would  be  to  New 
Zealand  if  the  country  were  prepared  to  give 
that  encouragement  to  it  that  every  large- 
industry  of  the  kind  requires.  I  wish  to  say 
one  word  with  reference  to  the  question  of 
labour.  It  is  very  important  that  the  labour 
clauses  should  be  attended  to,  and,  although 
it  might  appear  very  hard  on  the  capitalist* 
yet  I  might  express  my  opinion  that  it  is  not 
hard  on  the  capitalist  who  wishes  to  carry 
on  legitimate  mining  enterprises.  The  gentle- 
men whom  it  is  hard  upon  are  the  speculators, 
who  want  to  hold  ground  in  order  to  make 
capital  out  of  it — that  is,  as  between  the  capi- 
talist and  the  working  miner.  Although,  per- 
haps, such  a  man  may  feel  it  is  a  very  great 
evil  on  a  goldfield,  I  think  it  is  necessary  that 
the  working  clauses  should  be  enforced.  I  also 
hold  the  same  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
olauses  referring  to  forfeiture.  They  should  be 
attended  to,  because  it  is  a  most  unfortunate 
thing  that  sometimes  men  should  think  that 
ground  that  may  have  been  abandoned  for  two, 
three,  or  four  years,  and  to  which  nothing  may 
have  been  done,  could  be  taken  up,  and  when 
they  apply  they  find  that  it  has  not  been  for- 
feited or  given  up,  and  that  they  are  unable  to 
take  it  up.  This  is  one  of  the  things  that 
require  to  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  MILLS.— Sir,  I  have  very  great  pleasure 
in  supporting  this  amending  Bill,  and  I  shall 
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give  an  opportunity  to  those  members  in  this 
House  who  are  apparently  not  much  interested 
in  mining  to  give  a  little  more  reflection  to  the 
matter  than  they  have  done  in  the  past  to 
what  should  be  a  vast  and  ever-increasing  in- 
dustry. So  far  as  the  mining  industry  is  con- 
cerned, any  person  who  has  compared  the 
statistics  for  the  past  year  with  those  of  previous 
years  will  see  that  it  is  not  progressing  as  it 
ought  to  progress.  I  should  like  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  difference,  in  the  difficulties  to  be 
contended  with,  between  the  present  time  and 
the  early  "  sixties."  It  was  then  a  very  easy 
matter  for  a  man  to  win  even  a  fair  day's 
work  with  an  ordinary  "  long  torn  "  or  cradle. 
Now  we  have  to  look  forward  to  something 
very  different.  Day  after  day  now  we  have  to 
deal  with  a  different  class  of  mining.  The 
industry  now  requires  scientific  work  to  make 
it  pay  the  percentage  required  to  stimulate 
enterprise.  Therefore  I  am  very  glad  to  see 
that  the  Mines  Department  is  willing  to  assist 

Srivate  enterprise  in  the  way  indicated  in  this 
ill.  In  most  of  the  mining  districts  of  the 
colony  we  have  only  heavily- timbered  country 
to  deal  with  now,  and  it  requires  a  good  deal  of 
energy,  pluck,  and  perseverance  to  get  any  man 
to  go  out  and  carry  enough  tucker  to  last  him, 
perhaps,  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  But  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  we  have  still  a  very  large 
percentage  of  the  lands  of  this  colony  that  are 
worth  prospecting,  and  which  could  be  made  to 
yield  payable  returns.  It  would  pay  the  Go- 
vernment to  expend  far  more  than  they  have 
expended  up  to  the  present  time  in  order  to 
open  up  the  class  of  land  I  have  referred  to. 
Take  the  mining  district  I  have  the  honour 
to  represent — a  part  of  Marlborough.  That 
district  contains  about  twenty  square  miles 
of  country — or,  I  should  rather  say,  twenty 
miles  square  of  well-known  auriferous  coun- 
try; and  I  venture  to  say  that  during  the 
past  thirty  years  the  sum  of  £500  has  not 
been  expended  in  prospecting  in  that  district, 
with  the  exception  of  one  amount  which 
was  paid  for  the  discovery  of  a  new  gold- 
field.  That  amount,  however,  was  not  taken 
out  of  the  ordinary  prospecting  vote.  It  is  well 
known  and  honestly  believed  by  miners  of  great 
experience  that,  in  addition  to  Wakamarina 
and  Gullensville,  wo  have,  in  what  is  called  the 
Kaituna  Valley,  which  is  sixteen  miles  long 
and  averages  about  three  miles  wide,  one  of 
the  best  diggings  that  could  ever  be  opened  up ; 
only,  being  deep  ground,  it  requires  a  great 
deal  of  work  and  money  to  do  this  ;  and,  unless 
the  Government  assist  in  a  better  way  than 
they  have  done  up  to  the  present  time,  the 
ordinary  miner  will  not  be  able  to  open  up  that 
district ;  or  unless  we  can  persuade  men,  such 
as  the  Minister  of  Mines  has  told  us  of,  who 
are  willing  to  do  certain  work  on  certain  con- 
ditions. Then,  again,  there  is  a  large  area  of 
auriferous  land  in  the  Nelson  District—some- 
thing over  forty  miles  square  of  country — that 
no  one  knows  much  more  about  than  when  we 
first  landed  in  the  colony,  which  could  be 
opened  up ;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  a  good 
deal  of  gold  would  be  discovered  in  this  country 
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if  matters  were  properly  organized  and  proper 
prospecting  parties  were  sent  out.  Samples  of 
splendid  gold  have  been  obtained  both  from 
alluvial  fields  and  quartz-reefing  at  the  Table 
Land  and  Crow  River,  which  prove  conclusively 
to  any  man  who  understands  anything  about 
mining  that  there  is  a  vast  quantity  of  country 
that  could  be  opened  up  there  with  advantage 
to  the  colony.  I  have  mentioned  before,  and 
I  intend  to  repeat  it,  that  there  are  a  great 
number  of  the  members  of  this  House  who 
seem  to  look  upon  attending  to  mining  as  some- 
thing apart  from  their  duties  as  members  of  the 
House.  They  seem  to  forget  that  the  miners 
form  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  of 
the  colony.  According  to  the  Mines  State- 
ment, which  has  been  recently  brought  down, 
I  find  that  last  year  the  total  number  of  men 
employed  in  the  mining  industry  amounted 
to  11,412.  That,  of  course,  means  a  correspond- 
ing number  of  women  and  families  to  be  main- 
tained. Now,  all  those  people  form  part  of 
what  might  be  called  the  consuming  popula- 
tion of  the  oolony.  They  are,  therefore,  the 
very  men  that  we  ought  to  do  our  utmost  to 
assist  in  every  possible  way.  Why,  in  a  coun- 
try like  New  Zealand,  with  all  its  vast  mineral 
deposits,  we  ought  to  have  something  like  ten 
times  that  number — namely,  a  hundred  thou- 
sand men — mining  at  the  prosent  time  if 
our  goldfields  were  properly  opened  up  and 
worked  to  advantage.  Going  a  little  further 
down  the  Statement,  I  find  the  average  earn- 
ings of  these  men  are  stated.  We  find  that 
their  earnings  for  the  twelve  months  averaged 
only  £77  18s.  lid.  If  we  classify  them  accord- 
ing to  districts,  we  find  that  Auckland  comes 
to  the  top  in  1893  with  an  average  of  £127.  In 
Marlborough  the  average  was  £30 ;  in  Nelson, 
£30;  the  West  Coast,  £72;  Otago,  £69  5s.  2d. 
These  figures  show  conclusively  what  very 
slight  encouagement  has  been  given  to  mining 
in  the  Marlborough  and  Nelson  Districts.  On 
the  West  Coast  at  Reefton,  and  at  the  Thames, 
we  have  had  men  of  large  means,  men  who 
could  command  a  very  large  amount  of  capital, 
and  I  venture  to  say,  if  half  of  their  capital 
that  has  been  spent  in  those  two  districts  had 
been  spent  in  Marlborough  and  in  Nelson  they 
would  have  been  at  the  present  time  two  of  the 
finest  and  richest  quartz  -  reefing  districts  in 
this  colony.  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of 
honourable  members  to  what  a  paltry  sum  this 
represents  to  each  man — the  sum  of  £30  only 
per  annum;  and  yet  these  same  men,  if  they 
go  into  the  Warden's  Court,  are  handicapped 
very  heavily  by  the  expenses  they  have  to  pay 
in  connection  with  mining  rights  to  retain 
their  claims,  and  in  registering  every  privilege, 
so  that  they  are  deserving  of  better  and  much 
more  assistance  from  the  State  than  we  are  at 
present  granting  them.  Then,  the  quantity  of 
mineral  produced  last  year  is  shown  here  also. 
The  amount  in  gold  and  silver  is  275,792oz., 
representing  a  value  of  £894,536,  which  is  a 
slight  decrease  from  the  year  before.  Now,  I 
say  there  ought  not  to  be  any  decrease,  but 
that  with  the  scientific  appliances  we  have  now 
at  hand,    and  the   labour-saving    machines, 
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mining  ought  to  be  in  a  very  different  position  in 
this  colony,  because  no  test,  or  very  little  test, 
has  been  made  as  yet  of  these  deep  levels,  and 
who  can  say  but  what  the  returns  might  be 
very  much  richer  as  we  go  further  down  ?    At 
any  rate,  up  to  the  present  time  the  bulk  of  our 
mining  has  been  merely  pick-and-shovel  work, 
with  the  exception  of  where  the  colony  has  fos- 
tered water-races,  and  given  those  miners  in 
the  part  of  the  colony  where  water-races  have 
been  constructed  a  little  extra  assistance  to 
enable  them  to  command  that  power  which 
other  parts  of  the  colony  are  not  able  to  get. 
But  I  honestly  believe  there  is  good,  sound 
reason  to  show  that,  if  our  mining  industry 
were  properly  attended  to  by  this  House,  and 
reasonable  grants  expended,  the  output  could 
be  increased  threefold  at  least  in  a  very  short 
time,  and  I  would  suggest    that    something 
might  be  done  to  take  away  the  congested  state 
of  our  labour-market.     Many  men  would,  I 
believe,  willingly  go  mining,  provided  a  system 
were  organized  by  which  they  should  receive, 
at  any  rate,  their  tucker  and  a  fair  percentage 
of  the  gold  they  won  out  of  the  ground.    Now, 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  in  criticiz- 
ing one  portion  of  the  Bill,  mentioned  some- 
thing about  a  special  case.    Well,  these  speoial 
cases  are  what  we  call  exceptions.    They  always 
prove  the  rule ;  but  I  do  not  think  we  should 
legislate  for  them.    I  believe,  in  a  broad  sense, 
the  Bill  which  has  been  brought  in  will  give  far 
greater  encouragement  towards  opening  up  and 
prospecting  larger  areas,  and  give  an  incentive 
to  capitalists  to  place  their  money  in  the  ven- 
ture.   As  regards  the  forfeiture  of  claims,  I 
think  it  is  a  very  wise  amendment.     I  have 
known  many  cases  where  men  have  taken  up 
quartz-reefs,  and  have  been  contented  to  do 
what  I  may  call  spasmodic  work  only ;  finally, 
they  have  not  paid  the  rent  which  has  become 
due,  and  have  simply  left  the  district,  and  the 
man  who  comes  in  has  to  go  and  search  the 
register  and  find  out  those   who  hold  these 
leases  and  get  them  cancelled  before  he  can 
commence  operations,  and  perhaps  assist  to 
open  out  what  may  turn  out  to  be  a  very  rich 
reef.    Therefore,  in  making  the  alterations  the 
Minister  of  Mines  has  done,  I  think  he  is  going 
a  long  way  in  the  right  direction.    As  regards 
the  regulations,  any  one  who  understands  much 
about  mining  matters  will  clearly  see  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  frame  a  Bill  to  meet 
all  requirements.    The  regulations,  as  we  have 
them  published,  are  simply  matters  of  detail, 
and  I  think  it  is  better  to  deal  with  them  in 
that  way  than  to  put  them  in  the  Act.    I  have 
no  intention  to  weary  the  House  and  talk  for 
any  length  of  time  over  this  matter,  but  I  do 
think  that  we  ought  to  have  in  this  Parliament 
a  broader  and  better  spirit  among  honourable 
members  who  do  not  happen  to  directly  repre- 
sent the  mining  industry  in  various  parts  of 
New  Zealand  at  the  present  time.    If  we  only 
realise  the  true  position,  it  is  evident  that  we 
oannot  separate  the  two  interests — namely,  the 
mining  and  the  farming  interests.     They  are 
identical.     The  one  is  the  producer  and  the 
other  is  the  consumer,  and  the  more  the  one 
Mr.  Mills 


increases  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  other,  and 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  colony. 

Mr.  LARNACH. — Sir,  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  complimenting  the  Minister  of  Mines  on 
this  Bill,  for  I  think  it  is  a  measure  framed  in 
the  right  direction ;  only  I  feel  very  sorry  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  not  dealt  with 
one  important  matter  which,  I  think,  affects 
very  much  chiefly  the  southern  portion  of  this 
colony,  and  that  is  in  regard  to  water-conserva- 
tion ;  for  there  are  many  thousand  acres  of 
auriferous  country  which,  if  water  were  pro- 
vided, would  certainly  yield  gold  to  the  colony 
ten  thousand-fold  on  cost,  and  unless  some- 
thing is  done  in  that  direction  I  am  sure  that 
suoh  country  will  remain  for  all  time  the 
habitat  of  rabbits.  The  Minister,  when  he  was 
in  the  South,  certainly  gave  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  certain  localities  naturally  suit- 
able for  the  conservation  of  water,  and  I  be- 
lieve he  does  intend  to  do  something  practical 
in  that  direction,  and  I  really  think  he  is  sin- 
cere in  a  desire  to  assist  the  mining  industry, 
if  his  colleagues  will  only  back  him  up :  I 
think  that  at  present  is  the  difficulty.  I  agree, 
Sir,  with  many  of  the  remarks  oiE  my  friend  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  in  reference  to 
certain  clauses  of  this  Bill.  In  the  first  place, 
I  think  the  area  that  is  to  be  set  apart  for  the 
extension  of  prospecting  is  far  too  large;  640 
acres,  to  my  mind,  even  for  a  great  capitalist, 
is  too  extensive.  And  if  a  capitalist  or  his 
friends  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  up  six 
times  that  quantity,  an  immense  area  of  auri- 
ferous country  might  be  locked  up  for  a  con- 
siderable time.  I  say  also  that  the  tunnelling 
area  is  too  large.  I  know  of  no  practical  min- 
ing in  the  colony  that  would  require  300  yards 
for  purposes  of  tunnelling ;  50  yards  should  be 
ample.  However,  these  matters  can  be  dealt 
with  and  shaped  in  Committee.  Then,  as  to 
the  licensing-fees.  They  are  to  be  allowed  to 
remain  overdue  for  a  year.  Well,  Sir,  I  think 
that  is  too  long  a  time.  I  think,  if  people  take 
up  licenses,  they  should  be  able  to  pay  the 
rents  before  that  time,  and  even  before  six 
months.  The  time  proposed  is  far  too  long. 
In  respect  to  all  other  parts  of  the  measure,  I 
think  there  is  nothing  in  it  that  oannot  be  put 
right  in  Committee.  Altogether  I  think  the 
Bill  is  in  the  right  direction.  The  Minister,  as 
I  have  said,  has  his  heart,  I  believe,  in  the 
furthering  of  the  mining  industry,  and  I  hope 
his  colleagues  will  stand  by  him,  and  give  him 
the  wherewithal — that  is,  the  money — to  do  it 
practically,  because  that  is,  I  believe,  his  main 

10  0  difficulty.  Sir,  the  Premier  was  once 
'  Minister  of  Mines,  and  I  believe  he 
did  less  for  the  mining  industry  than  any 
Minister  who  has  ever  occupied  that  honourable 
position.  And  no  one  understands  the  wants 
of  the  mining  community  better  than  he  does ; 
but,  directly  he  jumped  into  the  position  of 
Minister  of  Mines,  instead  of  trying  to  help  the 
miners  generally,  he  turned  his  back  on  them. 
Sir,  I  only  hope  he  will  now  help  his  worthy 
colleague  in  furthering  this  great  industry.  Of 
all  things  that  will  work  wonders  towards  as- 
sisting this  industry,  the  conservation  of  water 
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is  the  most  important.  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  single  policy  that  will  help  the 
progress  of  this  oolony  more,  not  only  for 
progressive  mining  purposes,  but  also  for  pur- 
poses of  irrigation,  than  money  judiciously  spent 
in  conserving  water ;  and  there  is  no  country 
in  the  world  that  offers  better  natural  facili- 
ties for  the  conservation  of  water  in  many 
parts  of  it  than  does  this  oolony.  Sir,  I  feel 
more  than  sorry  that  I  do  not  see  anything  in 
regard  to  commencing  such  a  great  policy 
embodied  in  this  Bill.  Sir,  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  immediately  take  this  matter  into 
consideration. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— I  indorse  a  good  deal 
of  what  has  been  said  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Tuapeka.  I  fully  recognise  that  the 
Minister  of  Mines,  as  far  as  he  is  individually 
concerned,  has  the  welfare  of  the  mining  in- 
dustry at  heart.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  afraid 
he  is  too  pliant  a  man  in  a  strong  Government. 
The  Minister  of  Lands,  the  Premier,  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  monopolize  all  the  money 
which  the  Government  has  to  spend,  and  the 
result  is  that  the  mining  industry  gets  little  or 
nothing.  I  look  upon  this  Bill  as  being  practi- 
cally worthless  so  far  as  the  mining  industry 
is  concerned.  Instead  of  being  called  a  Mining 
Bill,  this  Bill  should  be  called  the  Ziman's 
Grant  Bill.  I  believe  Mr.  Ziman  is  likely  to 
do  a  great  deal  of  good  to  the  colony :  at  the 
same  time,  we  have  twelve  thousand  gold- 
miners  employed  in  the  colony,  and  I  submit 
that  those  twelve  thousand  men  are  not  going 
to  be  trampled  on  by  Mr.  Ziman,  by  the  Go- 
vernment, or  by  anybody  else.  This  Bill  en- 
ables Mr.  Ziman  to  take  up  4,000  acres  of  land, 
while  a  poor  man  who  has  spent  the  whole 
of  his  life,  or  nearly  the  whole  of  his  life,  in 
the  colony  is  only  allowed  to  take  up  a  very 
small  area  —  about  80  acres.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection whatever  so  far  as  Mr.  Ziman  is  con- 
cerned, but  I  say  it  is  radically  wrong  that 
anything  should  be  done  by  one  person  which 
cannot  be  done  by  any  other  individual  in  the 
community.  Outside  the  clause  in  this  Bill 
whioh  proposes  to  give  Mr.  Ziman  authority  to 
take  up  4,000  acres  of  land  for  prospecting,  there 
is  nothing  whatever  in  the  Bill.  It  is  not  worth 
the  paper  it  is  written  on,  so  far  as  encourag- 
ing the  mining  industry  is  concerned.  In  faot, 
in  my  opinion,  the  present  Government  is  the 
most  indifferent  Government  to  the  mining  in- 
dustry which  has  ever  sat  on  those  benches. 
When  the  miners  want  water,  or  when  they 
want  assistance  towards  prospecting,  they  are 
simply  put  off  with  a  rag  of  a  Bill  like  this. 
That  is  all  the  miners  get.  I  regret  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  is  not  here 
to  express  his  opinion  upon  this  question.  If 
he  were  here  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  support 
what  I  have  said.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  he 
asked  the  Government  if  they  would  give  pound 
for  pound  to  money  collected  in  the  district 
towards  a  water-race,  and  the  Minister  of  Mines 
replied  that  there  were  no  funds  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. That  is  the  way  mining  enterprise  and 
prospecting  is  encouraged  in  this  colony.  What 
is  the  result  ?    In  two  years  on  the  West  Coast 


we  have  lost  between  1,200  and  1,300  miners, 
who  have  gone  to  other  countries.  According 
to  the  Mines  Report,  613  miners  left  the  West 
Coast  last  year,  and  during  the  previous  year 
644  miners  left  that  district.  So  that  in  those 
two  years  we  have  lost  from  that  part  of  the 
colony  between  1,200  and  1,300  miners. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— They  have  got  Government 
billets. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Well,  that  is  very  un- 
fortunate for  them  and  for  the  country,  in  my 
opinion.  Probably  they  might  as  well  be 
in  gaol  as  in  Government  billets  under  the 
honourable  gentleman's  censorship.  Last  year 
the  gold  returns  from  the  West  Coast  show 
a  decrease  of  £60,000  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year;  and  in  the  Nelson  and  Marl- 
borough Districts,  £2,000.  The  Government 
have  promised  all  sorts  of  assistance,  but  the 
miners  have  been  put  off  with  chaff.  Large 
numbers  of  miners  have  left  this  colony  for 
Coolgardie,  and  yet  we  were  told  last  year 
that  Coolgardie  would  never  compare  with 
the  goldfields  in  this  colony.  During  the  past 
month,  however,  over  a  thousand  people  have 
left  for  Western  Australia.  I  look  upon  it  as 
being  almost  hopeless  to  expect  to  get  any- 
thing substantial  from  the  present  Government 
as  far  as  the  mining  industry  is  concerned.  A 
gentleman  who  came  here  recently  from  South 
Africa — which  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  richest 
gold-mining  distriots  in  the  world — spoke  most 
highly  of  our  goldfields ;  yet,  as  I  have  said, 
very  little  encouragement  is  given  to  the  mining 
industry  here.  All  the  money  either  goes  in 
making  roads  in  farming  districts,  or  else  is 
used  in  assisting  broken  banks.  That  is  an  un- 
satisfactory position.  I  forget  whether  it  was 
this  session  or  last  session  that  the  Minister 
of  Lands  "  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag  "  when  he 
told  us  how  much  had  been  spent  in  making 
tracks  and  roads  in  the  Egmont  and  Clutha 
districts.  The  representatives  of  those  two 
districts  must  certainly  have  the  run  of  the 
Ministerial  back-stairs,  because  they  appro- 
priate most  of  the  money  which  Government 
have  to  spend  in  making  tracks  in  any  part 
of  the  colony,  whereas  the  poor  unfortunate 
miners,  who  are  the  mainstay  of  the  colony, 
and  who  gave  the  colony  its  first  start,  cannot 
get  a  road  or  track  made  even  in  places  where 
they  have  lived  for  perhaps  twenty  years.  I 
know  plaoes  in  mining  districts  where  men  have 
lived  for  twenty  years,  and  those  men  have 
actually  still  to  carry  their  provisions  on  their 
backs  for  nine  or  ten  miles.  I  will  read  an 
extract  from  a  letter  bearing  upon  this  point. 
This  is  a  letter  I  received  a  few  days  ago  from 
one  of  my  constituents.  The  Minister  of  Mines 
and  the  Premier  know  him  very  well : — 

"  Sir, — I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
mining  industry,  and  the  injustice  that  is  done 
to  it.  In  the  first  place,  the  rent  on  mining 
leases  is  10s.  per  acre  per  annum,  whereas  in 
agricultural  leases  the  rent  is  6d.  per  acre  in 
most  cases  for  a  twenty-one  years'  lease.  This 
I  know :  I  applied  for  a  section  of  39  acres  some 
time  ago,  and  the  annual  rental  was  6d.  per  acre. 
Now,  I  fail  to  see  why  mining  leases  on  bare, 
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barren  mountain-tops  and  in  ragged  inaccessible 
gorges,  which,  as  you  are  well  aware,  are  abso- 
lutely useless  for  any  purpose  except  quartz- 
mining,  should  be  charged  10s.  per  acre.  I 
should  say  that  6d.,  or  less,  per  acre  would  be 
sufficient  for  this  class  of  country,  when  good 
agricultural  land  can  be  leased  at  6d.  With 
regard  to  prospecting -areas,  especially  for 
quartz  reefs,  which  areas  are  now  about  30  acres, 
they  should  be  at  least  100  acres.  Such  in- 
creased area  should  be  given  until  payable  gold 
is  found.  By  giving  your  attention  to  these 
matters  you  will  be  conferring  a  great  boon  on 
the  mining  industry.  The  Government  boast 
of  fostering  the  mining  industry,  but  I  cannot 
see  where  the  fostering  comes  in ;  certainly, 
charging  such  enormous  rentals  prevents  and 
discourages  prospecting.  You  should  confer 
with  other  representatives  of  mining  constitu- 
encies on  these  matters." 

I  am  not  going  to  follow  out  the  arguments 
in  this  letter  any  further.  I  maintain  that 
the  area  should  be  at  least  100  acres  for 
prospecting,  and  that  only  a  nominal  rent 
should  be  charged  until  there  is  payable  gold 
found.  The  country  for  which  10s.  per  acre  is 
charged  is  absolutely  useless  for  other  purposes 
than  mining.  I  hope  the  Minister  of  Mines 
will  take  notice  of  that.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
amongst  the  members  of  the  Goldnelds  Com- 
mittee we  may  probably  be  able  to  bring  some- 
thing forward  that  will  be  of  some  benefit  to  the 
country  if  the  Government  will  adopt  the  Com- 
mittee's recommendations,  and  give  us  the 
fair  share  of  money  which  the  mining  in- 
dustry is  entitled  to.  It  is  their  duty  to  see 
that  the  mining  industry  is  done  justice  to. 
At  the  present  time  it  is  not.  It  has  never 
been  done  justice  to  in  the  interests  of  the 
country.  Although  I  support  the  Government, 
and  the  miners  of  the  country  support  them, 
I  maintain  it  is  a  mistake  for  any  one  con- 
nected with  mining  to  support  the  Government 
any  longer  unless  they  mend  their  ways,  and 
do  more  for  the  mining  industry  than  they  have 
done  up  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  L ARNACH. — Ministers  are  going  to  turn 
over  a  new  leaf. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber says  they  are  going  to  "  turn  over  a  new 
leaf."  Well,  Sir,  at  present  they  are  living  in 
a  fools'  paradise ;  they  have  kicked  away  the 
ladder  by  which  they  climbed.  They  ought  to 
have  turned  over  a  new  leaf  when  they  got  on 
those  benches.  They  are  worse  than  any  gentle- 
men who  ever  occupied  those  benches  for  the 
development  of  the  raining  industry  of  the 
colony.  It  was  no  later  than  yesterday  that  the 
Premier  blocked  a  proposal  brought  before  the 
House  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey. 
Why  ?  Simply  because  the  Fromier  does  not 
want  to  hear  anything  at  all  about  it.  About 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago  I  wanted  to  bring 
something  before  this  House  through  the  Gold- 
fields  Committee.  The  Chairman  told  me  the 
order  of  reference  did  not  allow  it.  I  wanted 
to  get  the  order  of  reference  extended,  but  the 
Chairman  would  not  agree  to  it.  The  Minister 
of  Mines  understands  mining  from  a  quartz- 
Mr,  R,  McKemie 


mining  point  of  view,  and  he  has  travelled 
through  alluvial  country.  In  the  West  Coast 
districts  we  have  very  little  quartz  -  mining. 
It  is  mostly  alluvial.  We  want  water,  roads,, 
and  tracks;  and,  if  we  do  not  get  these,, 
then  our  mining  must  die  out.  During  the 
last  few  years  we  have  lost  a  large  proportion 
of  our  mining  population,  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  do  something  for  it  we  shall  have 
no  miners  left  very  soon.  They  will  either  be 
swelling  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed  or  will 
have  left  the  country.  I  cannot  sit  quietly 
here  and  allow  that  to  continue.  The  Minis- 
ter would  do  good  if  he  allowed  the  Goldfields 
Committee  to  bring  before  this  House  matters 
relating  to  mining  and  the  promotion  of  the 
development  of  mining.  We  meet  once  a  week : 
if  there  is  a  petition  we  can  deal  with  it;  but 
if  there  is  no  petition  or  correspondence  we  do 
nothing.  If  he  would  allow  individual  mem- 
bers to  bring  proposals  before  the  Committee, 
and  they  were  reported  to  the  House,  we  might 
develop  something  out  of  it.  At  the  early  part 
of  this  session  I  heard  the  suggestion  made  to- 
send  the  unemployed  to  the  goldnelds.  Wellr 
there  is  plenty  of  room  for  them  there.  With 
reasonable  assistance  and  capable  management 
we  could  put  ten  thousand  men  on  the  goldnelds 
who  could  make  from  £1  10s.  to  £2  a  week. 
But  you  must  not  take  them  indiscriminately r 
you  must  not  take  every  man  you  find  leaning 
against  a  lamp-post,  or  you  will  make  a  failure 
of  it.  You  cannot  put  your  unemployed  any- 
where ;  but  the  goldnelds  are  the  most  suitable 
place  for  them,  providing  there  is  a  head  to 
the  concern :  without  intelligent  and  practical 
management  you  might  as  well,  perhaps,  send 
them  to  gaol  to  pick  oakum.  You  could  put  a> 
large  number  of  unemployed  on  the  goldfields 
to  work  with  great  advantage,  but  at  the  same 
time  you  must  endeavour  to  assist  them  to  de- 
velop the  existing  goldfields.  You  cannot  ask 
them  to  go  twenty  or  thirty  miles  in  a  dense 
and  track le S3  bush  :  they  will  not  do  it.  You 
must  do  something  in  reason,  and  have  some- 
body to  look  after  them;  then  no  doubt  you 
could  do  something  to  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  unemployed  in  New  Zealand  very 
quickly.  We  do  not  want  to  see  the  worst  class 
of  unemployed  on  the  goldfields.  Put  the 
best  class  there,  and  you  can  give  them  par- 
tial employment  in  making  roads  and  tracks. 
When  new  discoveries  are  made  people  in 
other  employment  would  go  to  the  goldfields, 
and  make  room  for  others  who  are  hanging 
about  the  street-corners.  I  feel  very  strongly 
upon  this  question.  I  know  the  goldfields  of 
the  colony,  and  particularly  those  on  the  West 
Coast,  have  been  neglected,  and  are  suffering 
very  much  in  consequence.  As  I  said  before, 
we  have  lost  a  considerable  number  of  our 
population,  and  1,300  miners  during  the  last 
two  years :  if  this  continues  three  or  four  years 
more  we  shall  have  no  mining  population  there 
at  all.  There  is  no  scarcity  of  country  to  put 
miners  on,  and  many  are  anxious  to  get  on  it. 
At  the  same  time,  I  would  point  out  that  pro- 
specting is  different  from  what  it  was  in  the 
early  days.    In  those  days  we  had  a  young,. 
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robust,  and  energetic  class  of  men,  who  came 
here  in  their  youth,  and  they  either  had  to  go 
and  prospect  or  starve.  They  were  a  class  of 
men  afraid  of  nothing,  who  went  into  the  bush 
and  faced  all  difficulties.  The  class  of  men 
now  growing  into  manhood  will  not  face  these 
difficulties.  If  they  cannot  get  an  easy  living 
in  an  office,  or  somewhere  else,  they  fall  back 
on  the  Government,  and  they  expect  the  Go- 
vernment to  give  them  some  employment. 
That,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  position  that  should 
not  obtain  in  any  country.  I  hope  the  Minister 
of  Mines  and  all  the  Ministers  will  take  this 
matter  seriously  in  hand,  and  try  to  deal  satis- 
factorily with  it.  It  certainly  deserves  better 
treatment  than  it  has  recently  received.  I 
can  assure  them,  if  they  do  not  take  this  course, 
they  will  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  the  support 
of  the  mining  districts  in  the  next  election, 
because  we  are  sick  and  tired  of  this  business. 
For  instance,  as  I  have  said  already,  when 
we  want  a  few  hundred  pounds  for  developing 
mining  we  are  offered  a  rag  of  a  Bill  like  this. 

Mr.  SEDDON.-- Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been 
very  mnch  amused  at  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  If  it  is  not  a  caution 
to  my  honourable  friends  to  beware  of  gold- 
fields  members  they  are  not  to  be  cautioned. 
The  honourable  member  says  the  miners  ask 
for  something  to  be  done  for  them,  and  we  are 
doing  it  by  legislation.  Sir,  that  is  quite  true. 
The  honourable  member  must  know  this:  that 
what  is  wanted  on  our  goldfields  is  capital,  and 
it  is  true  that  the  Government  of  the  colony 
has  not  the  capital  that  is  necessary.  Unless 
we  get  private  enterprise  to  assist  it  is  impos- 
sible to  develop  our  goldnelds. 

Mr.  LARNACH.  — You  find  capital  for 
farmers. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  are  some  honourable 
members — such  as  the  honourable  member  for 
"Tuapeka— who,  no  doubt,  would  support  a  Bill 
to-morrow  to  advance  a  million  and  a  half  on 
mining  property,  and  I  wonder  that  when  he 
was  Minister  of  Mines  he  did  not  do  something 
•of  that  kind ;  but  thiB  is  the  position  in  which 
we  are  placed.  I  was  rather  surprised  at  the 
last  speaker  complaining  that  we  were  doing 
nothing  for  the  gold  fields.  Sir,  I  am  abso- 
lutely afraid  members  will  ask  for  a  return  of 
what  has  been  spent  in  his  district  during  the 
past  year.  It  has  been  simply  a  gold-mine  in 
itself,  if  members  will  consider  what  has  been 
spent  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  district. 
Take  the  Karamea  track,  the  bridge  across  the 
Karamea,  £18,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  Moki- 
fiinui  Railway,  £35,000  for  making  the  railway. 
I  could  rake  up  £100,000  in  two  minutes  ;  and 
yet  he  is  stiil,  like  the  boy  in  "  Oliver  Twist," 
•crying  for  more.  I  say  our  funds  will  not  per- 
mit its  being  done,  and  the  Minister  of  Mines 
and  the  Government  have  to  say  "No"  to 
applications  that  are  made  simply  to  spend 
money  not  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the 
goldnelds,  but  to  find  work  for  men  who  are 
on  the  goldfields.  I  say  that  the  State  is  not 
in  a  position  to  do  that,  and  that  it  is  better 
that  men  should,  if  possible,  find  profitable  em- 
ployment.   That  is  the  position.    The  honour- 


able member  complains  about  other  things. 
Take,  for  instance,  his  complaints  with  regard 
to  rentals  for  leases.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  himself  that  the  rentals  for  these 
leases  on  the  goldfields  go  to  the  looal  bodies. 
And  what  is  the  position  of  these  local  bodies  ? 
The  very  local  body  he  represents  is  £8,000 
overdrawn,  and  yet  he  comes  to  the  House  and 
says,  "  Reduce  the  rentals."  That  would  mean 
the  bankruptoy — they  are  almost  bankrupt  as 
it  is— of  these  local  bodies  ;  but  the  honourable 
member  would  Bay  that  the  Government  ought 
to  find  the  money  for  the  looal  bodies.  That 
would  be  the  next  thing  he  would  ask.  I  say 
it  would  be  impossible  to  do  that.  We  should 
be  only  too  glad  to  grant  any  relief,  but  it 
would  have  to  be  made  good  to  the  Exchequer. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  complains  that 
miners  are  going  to  Coolgardie.  Why  did  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  leave  the  gold- 
fields  ?  Because  he  thought  he  could  better  his 
position.  That  is  what  the  miners  are  trying 
to  do.  As  soon  as  a  goldfields  rush  is  on  it  is 
impossible  to  hold  back  the  digger ;  he  is  like 
an  old  war-horse  scenting  the  battle  from  afar 
— he  cannot  be  kept  back.  You  cannot  keep 
the  miners  from  leaving  for  Coolgardie,  though 
some  of  them  are  returning,  wiser  though  poorer 
men.  My  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Tuapeka  says  they  always  do  come  back ;  and 
so  they  do;  and  I  only  wish  they  may  bring 
some  of  the  Coolgardie  money  with  them,  to 
help  them  to  further  prospect  our  goldfields : 
we  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  see  them  again. 
Then,  there  have  been  some  complaints  regard- 
ing the  Waipori  difficulty.  It  would  be  wise 
for  members  to  tell  the  House  what  has  been 
the  difficulty  there.  The  difficulty  is  the  clash- 
ing of  two  interests  —  the  mining  and  the 
agricultural.  It  would  have  cost  us  £11,000 
originally  to  have  issued  a  Proclamation  au- 
thorising mining  dibris  and  tailings  to  be  depo- 
sited in  that  river.  Again,  I  am  informed  that 
there  are  only  five  or  six  dredges  dredging  on 
the  river,  the  total  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  which  was  £10,000;  so  that  we  should  have 
been  giving  pound  for  pound  on  the  capital  in- 
vested to  allow  the  dredges  to  employ  six  or 
seven  men  each.  For  that  the  colony  was  to 
pay  £11,000  or  £12,000.  We  did  not  see  our 
way  to  do  that,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  my 
colleague  has  managed  the  matter  so  well  that 
I  think  we  shall  save  £8,000  or  £9,000  out 
of  the  £11,000.  It  is  much  better,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  have  management  of  that 
kind  than  to  put  the  £11,000  into  the  Waipori 
River.  Honourable  members  should  inform  the 
House  what  the  difficulty  was.  Then,  thore 
is  the  Maerewhenua  River  :  that  river  was  pro- 
claimed for  tailings  at  a  cost  of  £18,000.  I  say 
you  have  to  be  very  careful,  where  these  in- 
terests are  conflicting,  before  committing  the 
colony  to  this  large  expenditure.  Every  oare 
has  been  taken,  and  the  Minister  of  Mines  has 
taken  and  is  taking  that  care.  Then,  I  come  to 
another  question :  I  am  accused  of  blocking 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Grey.  The  member  for  the  Buller  accused  me 
of  doing  that.    I  did  nothing  of  the  kind.    It 
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was  not  I  at  all  who  said  '•  No  "  to  the  pro- 
posal that  the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey 
should  move  his  motion. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— You  prompted  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  not. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— You  said,  ••  No." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  nothing  o!  the  sort. 
I  never  opened  my  lips.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  mistaken,  and  ought  to  acknowledge  it. 
There  is  an  end  to  that  question.  Now,  coming 
to  the  question,  what  was  it  ?  It  was  that  we 
should  let  loose  on  the  goldfields  the  unem- 
ployed from  the  larger  cities.  The  honourable 
member  said  just  now  that  the  House  could 
find  employment  for  eight  or  ten  thousand  men 
on  the  goldfields,  and  that  they  would  make 
from  £1  10s.  to  £2  a  week.  I  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  is  simply  "buncombe," 
claptrap,  and  nonsensical.  A  statement  of 
that  kind  is  absolutely  misleading,  absolutely 
without  foundation.  I  tell  you  that  the  best 
miners  who  were  ever  on  the  goldfields  are 
working  on  the  Coast  now,  some  of  the  most 
experienced  men,  and  they  cannot  make£l  10s. 
a  week;  and  to  say  that  you  could  take  the 
unemployed  who  were  never  on  a  goldfield,  and 
who  know  nothing  whatever  of  mining,  and  that 
by  putting  them  indiscriminately  upon  the  al- 
luvial drifts  they  wbuld  be  able  to  make  £1 10s. 
a  week,  is  absurd.  They  would  not  make  thirty 
pence,  let  alone  thirty  shillings.  And  what  was 
the  proposal  that  the  colony  should  keep  these 
men,  and  that  any  gold  they  got  should  go  into 
the  colonial  exchequer  ?  If  ever  nonsense  was 
talked  about  goldfields  and  gold-digging  it  is 
trash  of  that  kind.  No  man  with  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  gold-mining  would  approve  of 
such  a  scheme.  The  only  way  would  be  for 
water-races  to  be  constructed  to  the  auriferous 
drifts,  and  the  men  placed  there,  and,  with 
the  help  of  experienced  miners  as  mates,  dig 
for  themselves.  You  might  do  some  good  in 
that  way,  but  in  order  to  do  that  you  would 
be  obliged  to  spend  about  a  million  of  money. 
What  capital  is  expended  is  used  in  the  way  of 
machinery  and  pumping-gear,  deep-level  sink- 
ing in  quartz-mining,  and  water  for  auriferous 
drifts.  What  the  Government  is  endeavouring 
to  do  by  this  measure  is  to  get  capitalists  to 
come  to  the  country  and  to  find  the  money. 
We  have  been  told  that  we  should  pass  legisla- 
tion to  provide  for  this.  Will  honourable  mem- 
bers believe  it  when  I  say  that  for  the  last 
two  years  at  least  there  has  been  on  the 
statute-book  an  Act  by  which  one-half  of 
the  amount  contributed  by  any  company  in 
bringing  in  water  or  in  deep-level  sinking 
could  be  granted  !  It  has  been  in  the  power  of 
the  Legislature  to  grant  that,  and  there  has 
never  been  an  application  for  a  penny-piece. 
What  has  happened  in  connection  with  the 
deep-level  sinking  at  the  Thames?    Yet  the 

10  80  Government  are  blamed  for  doing 
*  nothing,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as  I 
say,  there  is  money  to  the  extent  of  £25,000  a 
year  offered.  We  cannot  be  blamed  if  it  is 
not  availed  of.  If  those  in  the  colony  will  not 
invest  their  money  in  mining  we  cannot  force 
them  to  it.  As  for  the  capitalist,  we  are  doing 
Mr.  Seddon 


our  best  to  encourage  him.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  says  that  this  Bill  ought 
to  be  called  the  "  Ziman  Prospecting  Bill.*' 
The  honourable  gentleman  wants  capital  in- 
troduced, and  yet  once  it  is  here  he  says  we 
should  not  do  this ;  and  he  says  this  is  a  rag  of 
a  Bill,  and  ought  to  be  consigned  to  the  waste 
basket.  I  say  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the  colony 
that  Mr.  Ziman  or  any  other  capitalist  should 
come  here  and  be  prepared  to  invest  his  capital 
in  mining  enterprise ;  and  I  say  in  this  connec- 
tion it  is  a  pity  that  any  name  should  be 
mentioned  here.  If  the  representatives  of  capi- 
tal do  come  here  we  ought  to  encourage  them 
to  invest  their  money,  and  certainly  not  dis- 
courage them  by  making  use  of  any  such 
remarks  as  the  honourable  gentleman  to  whom 
I  refer  made  use  of  to-night.  I  am  satisfied, 
myself,  in  this  respect,  that  this  Bill  is  a  depar- 
ture in  the  right  direction.  I  say  again,  what 
is  provided  for  in  the  Bill  is  open  for  any 
one  in  the  colony  to  take  advantage  of.  It  is 
open  to  any  miner  who  may  apply  for  an  area. 
And  if  he  does,  and  obtains  it,  he  will  be,  of 
course,  and  should  be,  tied  down  to  conditions.. 
He  should  not  simply  be  allowed  to  apply  for 
an  area,  and  then  do  nothing  to  develop  or 
prospect  it.  It  is  necessary  we  should  give 
certain  concessions  and  say,  "  Here  is  a  part  of 
the  country,  and  you  can  prospect,"  and  at  the 
same  time  we  should  insist  upon  the  pro- 
specting being  done,  and  not  allow  a  mile  of 
country,  for  instance,  to  be  pegged  out,  and  the 
people  who  peg  it  out  to  be  going  about  the 
country  looking  for  money  with  which  to  work 
it.  That  has  been  done,  and  in  too  many 
instances  it  simply  means  blackmailing.  You 
want  to  force  those  who  take  up  the  land  to 
put  their  money  into  it  in  order  to  develop  it. 
1  quite  admit  the  force  of  the  contention  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Thames  that  we 
must  be  careful  in  dealing  with  these  matters. 
It  would  not  do  close  to  Reef  ton,  or  close  to  the 
Thames,  to  give  a  right  to  these  areas ;  but  the 
Governor  will  have  the  right  to  proclaim  oertain 
tracts  of  country  where  these  areas  can  be 
granted,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  due  care  will 
be  taken  that  these  areas  are  a  sufficient  dis- 
tance away  from  well-developed  gold-workings. 
I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  say 
more  than  this.  So  far  as  our  mining  is  con- 
cerned, we  are  now  in  a  transitional  stage. 
We  have  had  our  easily-got  alluvial  gold  and 
our  easily-got  quartz,  almost  surface- workings  ; 
but  the  conditions  have  changed,  and  it  means, 
now  that  you  will  have  to  obtain  large  quan- 
tities of  water  wherewith  to  work  the  auriferous* 
drifts,  and  that  in  the  quartz-mining  districts 
you  have  to  go  down  to  the  deep  levels  and 
resort  to  the  most  improved  methods  of  extract- 
ing the  gold.  Until  quite  recently  we  have 
been  losing  about  40  per  cent,  of  the  gold  in  the 
process  of  extracting  it  from  the  ore.  Now,, 
owing  to  quite  recent  developments  in  the 
methods  of  treating  quartz,  wo  can  obtain 
from  90  to  95  per  cent.,  I  believe,  of  the  gold 
that  is  in  the  quartz.  I  say  this  in  itself  will 
make  a  very  considerable  difference,  and  will 
enable  a  profit  to  be  made  in  the  working  oX 
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quartz  of  a  much  lower  grade  than  has  been 
worked  in  the  past.  Now  that  the  tide  is  flow- 
ing in  our  favour  we  ought  to  rise  to  the  occa- 
sion, and  not  have  such  speeches  delivered  as 
that  delivered  just  now  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller,  which  can  only  do 
great  harm.  It  is  of  no  use  to  blame  the  Go- 
vernment. Each  Government  will  do,  under 
the  circumstances,  and  has  done,  with  the 
means  at  its  command,  the  best  it  can.  For 
the  Government  to  be  told  by  any  one  that  it 
has  not  been  desirous  of  doing  and  that  it 
has  not  done  its  best  for  the  goldfielda  of  the 
colony  is  to  make  against  us  a  charge  whioh 
I  hope  we  shall  never  hear  used  by  any 
member  in  this  House  or  by  any  person  in 
the  country.  I  have  always  been  blamed  in 
the  other  direction.  We  have  had  to  con- 
sider other  interests,  and  to  consider  what 
is  necessary  for  the  development  of  other  in- 
dustries, as  well  as  to  fairly  apportion  the 
moneys  whioh  were  at  our  command.  I  think 
honourable  members  must  admit  that  I  have 
not  unfairly  treated  other  industries  simply 
because  I  represented  a  goldfielda  district, 
and  because  my  heart  was  in  the  mining 
industry.  I  think  that  with  the  means  at 
our  command  we  have  done  the  best  we  could 
do  for  all.  Now,  the  mining  industry  is  deve- 
loping rapidly.  We  have  in  the  North  every 
assurance  that  the  industry  there  will  be  per- 
manent, and,  with  capital  still  flowing  into 
the  country  for  investment  in  these  fields,  we 
ought  to  be  very  careful,  in  any  legislation  we 
pass,  and  in  our  administration,  to  do  all  we  can 
to  prevent  "  wild-cat "  schemes.  We  ought  to 
encourage  capital  by  affording  it  the  opportunity 
for  legitimate  investment ;  and  anything  con- 
trary to  that  will  recoil  on  ourselves.  As  to  the 
success  that  is  being  met  with  in  the  North,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  will  extend  to  the  South  as 
well.  I  should  like  to  see  the  good  old  days 
of  Otago  back  again.  And  in  this  connection  I 
may  tell  the  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka 
that  I  quite  agree  with  him :  there  is  during 
winter  a  large  fall  of  snow  and  very  little  rain 
in  central  Otago,  so  that,  if  you  had,  when  the 
enow  melts,  large  reservoirs  constructed  to  con- 
serve the  snow-water,  it  would  be  very  useful 
for  mining  and  irrigation  purposes.  If  the 
railway  is  going  to  be  that  benefit  to  central 
Otago  which  is  hoped,  and  that  part  of  the 
country  is  to  be  properly  settled,  you  must 
attend  to  these  two  things.  If  we  can  get 
capitalists  to  come  and  assist  us  in  doing  that 
you  will  find  the  Government  will  do  their 
part  in  it.  But  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  do 
the  whole  of  it.  I  have  nothing  further  to  say 
than  this :  that  I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  find 
that  the  Bill  has  been  so  well  received  by  the 
House.  I  am  also  pleased  that,  while  the  great 
balk  of  members  in  this  House,  as  I  believe, 
think  greater  encouragement  should  be  given 
for  permanent  settlement  on  the  land,  yet  those 
who  represent  country  districts  do  not  look 
with  that  disfavour  on  the  representatives  of 
the  goldfields  which  I  found  to  exist  when  I 
first  came  to  the  House ;  and  I  think  that  is 
owing  to  the  representatives  of  the  goldfields 


being  reasonable,  and  asking  only  for  what  is 
right  and  just.  It  will  not  do  to  revile  mem- 
bers for  the  town  or  country  distriots,  and  to 
say  they  have  done  nothing  for  the  goldfields. 
It  is  impossible  to  take  the  unemployed  of 
the  towns  and  to  place  them  on  the  goldfields, 
as  some  honourable  members  have  suggested. 
Take  the  diggers— the  old  "  fifty- twoers  " :  I 
know  of  a  good  number,  and  I  say  they  are 
not  making  £1  10s.  a  week,  and  yet  they  are 
toiling  late  and  early  on  the  goldfields  of  the 
West  Coast.  To  say  you  can  take  the  unem- 
ployed from  the  large  cities  and  put  them  on 
the  goldfields  in  the  expectation  that  they  will 
earn  a  livelihood,  when  such  experienced  men 
as  these  can  barely  do  so,  is  absurd.  To  take 
the  unemployed  from  our  city  streets — people 
who  never  before,  perhaps,  saw  a  goldfield — 
and  put  them  on  the  goldfields,  simply  means 
that  you  are  only  putting  them  there  to  starve. 
I  know  the  i honourable  member  for  the  Grey 
would  like  to  get  seven  or  eight  thousand  more 
men  down  there,  to  be  kept  at  the  Government 
expense,  and  the  Government  could  get  the 
gold  ;  but  to  say  that  these  men  would  win  the 
gold  is  simply  nonsensical.  I  wish  to  see  an  in- 
creased population  on  the  West  Coast,  and  I 
want  to  put  them  there  legitimately  ;  and  the 
only  way  you  will  get  them  there  is,  first  of  all, 
to  get  capital  invested  in  the  development  of 
quartz-mining  and  the  construction  of  water- 
races  for  alluvial  operations,  and  with  that  you 
will  have  a  sprinkling  of  men  from  other  dis- 
tricts, and  you  will  also  find  the  old  diggers 
coming  back,  and  that  is  the  population  you 
will  value.  Our  young  people  will  not  go  away 
back  into  the  bush  prospecting,  and  they  will 
not  endure  the  hardships  which  their  fathers 
endured.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  they,  like  too 
many  others,  look  too  much  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  as  a  matter  of 
personal  explanation,  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
take  the  Premier's  denial  with  regard  to  his 
having  blocked  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Grey. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  was  the  man  that 
blocked  it. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Well,  there  was  an- 
other matter,  where  the  honourable  gentleman 
said  it  was  all  nonsense  on  my  part  to  say  you 
could  put  ten  thousand  unemployed  on  the* 
goldfields  of  the  colony.  I  am  convinced  that 
at  the  present  time,  with  good  management, 
and  moderate  assistance  for  commencing  opera- 
tions, they  would  make  a  good  living. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  this  as  a 
personal  explanation. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  — Sir,  I  only  happened  to 
hear  a  portion  of  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
Premier,  who  has  the  honour  to  represent  a 
goldfields  constituency,  and  I  must  say,  as  a 
goldfields  representative,  that  the  representa- 
tives from  the  West  Coast,  and  I  believe  the 
miners  in  Otago  and  Auckland,  expected  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  assistance  and  encourage- 
ment from  the  present  Government  when  they 
took  office.  This  expectation  was  strengthened 
when  it  became  known  that  the  representative 
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of  a  gold  fields  constituency  had  become  Pre- 
mier of  that  Ministry.  But  I  regret  to  say — 
and  I  think  /acts  bear  out  the  regret  to  which 
I  give  expression — that  the  mining  oommunity 
have  not  received  that  encouragement  and 
support  from  the  Government  that  we  had  a 
right  to  believe  and  expect  would  have  been 
given. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Look  at  the  estimates 
every  year. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  will  speak  about  the 
estimates  by-and-by.  The  way  to  test  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  encouragement  given 
by  this  Government  to  the  gold  fields  has  in- 
creased or  helped  to  develop  the  mining  indus- 
try is  by  looking  at  the  facts  as  to  what  has 
occurred  in  regard  to  that  industry  during  the 
last  two  years.  As  a  representative  from  a 
West  Coast  constituency — I  speak  more  parti- 
cularly with  regard  to  that  district — I  think 
the  Premier  must  agree  with  me  when  I  state 
that  the  mining  industry  has  gone  baokwards 
instead  of  forwards. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  admit  we  could  not  put 
the  gold  in  the  ground. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Sir,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  member  for  Kumara  he  never 
ceased  preaching  in  this  House,  in  that  seat 
opposite  to  me,  and  telling  of  the  vast  amount 
of  mineral  wealth  on  the  West  Coast,  that  it 
only  wanted  necessary  assistance  and  encou- 
ragement from  the  Government  to  get  it  turned 
up  and  produced.  Day  after  day,  night  after 
night,  and  week  after  week  he  used  to  tell  that 
to  members  of  this  House  before  I  entered  it, 
and  ever  since  I  entered  it,  for  twelve  years,  and 
now  he  says  that  the  Government  could  not  put 
the  gold  into  the  ground.  What  has  become 
of  the  gold  that  he  said  existed  there  when  he 
represented  a  goldfiolds  constituency,  before  he 
had  made  his  way  across  to  the  Treasury 
benches  ?  Has  the  fact  of  his  accession  to  the 
Government  benches  disposed  of  the  gold  that 
was  there  ?    Surely  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Ask  the  prospectors  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Company ;  they,  it  is  alleged, 
could  not  find  any  gold. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  am  not  going  to  say 
whether  that  is  the  kind  of  prospecting  we 
want  to  give  encouragement  to  the  gold-mining 
industry.  The  question  is,  Have  the  Govern- 
ment done  all  they  could  for  this  industry? 
I  maintain  that  the  constituencies  of  the  West 
Coast — even  those  in  his  own  district — have 
felt  that  everything  has  not  been  done  that 
ought  to  have  been  done  in  this  direotion. 
The  mere  fact  that  last  year  between  six 
and  seven  hundred  miners  less  were  employed 
on  the  goldfields  than  the  year  before,  and 
this  year  somewhere  about  the  same  number 
less  than  the  preceding  year,  showing  a  falling- 
off  of  some  thirteen  hundred  in  round  num- 
bers in  those  who  were  employed  in  the  last 
two  years,  is  a  startling  fact  as  showing  that 
the  industry  has  not  been  increased,  and  has 
not  been  encouraged  and  developed  as  it 
should  have  been.  I  have  waited  this  session 
— and  I  believe  the  Premier  must  have  seen 
some  remarks  made  by  some  members  of  a 
Mr.  Guinness 


County  Council  in  the  electorate  he  repre- 
sents. When  I  happened  to  be  in  Hokitika 
I  was  asked  what  was  being  done  by  the  Go- 
vernment I  had  been  supporting  so  loyally 
to  enoourage  the  gold-mining  industry.  I  said 
the  Government  had  much  more  important 
business  and  measures  to  get  put  through,  and 
that  we  were  waiting  for  them  to  bring  forward 
some  scheme  to  encourage  gold-mining ;  that 
they  had  been  looking  after  the  agricultural 
and  pastoral  interests,  and  they  were  now  ex- 
pected to  look  after  mining.  The  reply  of  the 
County  Councillors  was,  "  What  is  going  to  be 
done  ? "  and  the  answer  I  gave  them  was 
that  we  had  waited  three  or  four  years  and 
given  them  loyal  support,  and  we  expected  that 
during  the  present  session  something  was  going 
to  be  done,  and  that  if  something  was  not 
done  we  should  speak  out  our  mind.  I  have 
waited  twelve  weeks  for  the  Government  to 
bring  forward  some  scheme  to  develop  the 
industry ;  and  what  do  we  find  ?  This  rag  of 
a  Bill — a  Bill  to  encourage  monopoly,  to  en- 
courage large  areas  being  taken  up  by  large 
syndicates  and  large  capitalists,  and  nothing 
to  encourage  the  individual  miner  whatever. 
Is  there  a  line  in  it  to  encourage  the  gold- 
miner — the  man  with  no  means  at  all,  with  a 
swag  on  his  back,  and  perhaps  money  enough 
to  buy  a  pick  and  shovel,  and  who  wants 
some  assistance  to  open  up  his  claim  and 
work  it,  and  get  some  return  for  his  work? 
And  I  say,  when  I  gave  notice  a  few  days  ago 
of  a  scheme  which  would  have  had  this  object 
— namely,  that  the  Government  should  find  a 
reasonable  amount  of  assistance  for  a  large 
number  of  miners  and  others  who  are  engaged 
in  the  mining  industry  on  the  goldfields,  and 
give  them  that  support  and  assistance  while 
they  were  opening  up  and  constructing  the 
necessary  works  that  have  to  be  constructed 
before  gold  can  be  got  out  of  the  ground — I 
proposed,  while  they  were  waiting  for  a  return 
for  their  labour,  that  the  Government  should 
give  them  some  assistance,  and  let  them  stick 
to  the  work  they  were  engaged  in — when  I 
brought  forward  a  scheme  of  that  kind  I  was 
bringing  forward  a  scheme  that  was  of  prac- 
tical utility,  and  one  which  could  be  given 
effect  to  without  very  much  loss  to  the  colony. 
I  understood  the  Premier  to  say  to-night  that 
the  scheme  I  propounded  was  one  that  Govern- 
ment should  spend  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
to  pay  wages  to  some  six  or  seven  thousand 
men. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  was  replying  to  what  Mr. 
McKenzie  said — namely,  that  we  could  employ 
ten  thousand  unemployed  on  the  goldfields. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  understood  the  Premier 
to  say  that  there  would  be  no  gold  got  in  return 
for  these  men  being  employed,  and  he  gave 
the  reason  why  it  could  not  be  got — that  the 
persons  who  would  be  employed  there  from  the 
ranks  of  the  unemployed  were  men  without 
experience,  and  were  men  who  could  not  enter 
into  the  work,  or  do  anything  to  get  the  gold 
out  of  the  ground.  Well,  Sir,  the  soheme  I 
proposed  is  a  scheme  not  to  throw  the  unem- 
ployed of  the  colony  upon  the  goldfields,  but 
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to  allow  them  to  work  there,  and  to  get  the 
gold  oat  of  the  ground  the  best  way  they  can. 
The  scheme  I  was  propounding  was  that  the 
colony  should  be  divided  into  districts,  and 
that  in  each  district  there  should  be  a  practical 
Government  overseer  or  inspector  appointed,  or 
a  manager  of  works— a  man  skilled  in  tunnel- 
ling, in  constructing  water-races,  shafts,  reser- 
voirs, and  other  neoessary  works  that  have  to 
be  constructed  before  the  miners  can  hope  to 
reap  any  reward  for  the  work  they  do.  If  such 
persons  were  appointed,  I  say  that  any  man 
you  could  pick  up  in  the  streets  of  Wellington, 
who  was  able  to  use  a  shovel,  an  axe,  or  a 
pick,  or  any  other  appliance  that  is  used  by  a 
miner,  could,  under  proper  direction,  be  made 
in  a  few  weeks  as  good  a  miner  as  those  who 
have  been  on  the  goldfields  twenty  or  thirty 
years.  That  is  the  kind  of  encouragement 
we  should  give.  There  are  many  persons  who 
are  anxious  for  work,  who  want  work,  who  are 
willing  to  work,  who  are  strong  and  able  to 
work  if  they  had  the  necessary  food  provided 
by  the  Government  while  they  were  awaiting 
the  return  for  the  labour  expended  in  getting 
the  gold  out  of  the  ground.  That  is  the  kind 
-of  encouragement  the  Government  should  assist 
to  bring  about.  I  was  very  sorry  to  find  that 
when  I  brought  this  scheme  before  the  House 
the  forms  of  the  House  were  taken  advantage 
•of,  I  thought,  by  the  Premier. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  understood  from  Mr. 
Speaker  that  it  was  the  Premier  who  was  the 
only  man  in  the  House  who  objected  to  its 
being  brought  on. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  now  the  ob- 
jection was  raised  by  the  Minister  of  Lands. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Well,  the  Minister  who 
sits  next  to  the  Premier  is  his  colleague  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  and  he  agreed  that  1  should 
move  the  motion,  and  I  understood  that  no 
-objection  would  be  raised.  Therefore  I  think 
it  came  with  bad  grace  from  the  Premier  that 
his  should  be  the  only  objection  raised  in  a 
House  of  fifty  members,  as  not  another  voice 
was  raised  against  it.  I  hope  that  the  Minister 
-of  Mines  will  allow  the  scheme  to  be  brought 
before  the  Goldfields  Committee.  We  know 
that  no  member  has  a  chance  of  bringing  a 
aeheme  before  the  House  unless  it  is  referred 
to  the  House  by  the  Committee  for  con- 
sideration, and  the  members  outside  of  the 
Government  benches  are  not  in  a  position 
to  formulate  a  scheme  unless  the  Government 
give  them  facilities  for  so  doing.  In  regard  to 
this  Bill,  as  I  have  said,  it  is  little  better  than 
waste  paper.  It  contains  no  policy  to  assist 
the  workmen  of  the  country  to  get  gold,  or  the 
miners  that  are  on  the  goldfields.  It  simply 
proposes  to  enlarge  the  prospecting-area  that 
can  be  granted  to  persons,  and  to  give  them 
.assistance  in  the  direotion  of  a  particular  kind 
of  prospecting.  It  allows  one  person  to  occupy 
■about  4,000  acres.  I  know  there  is  one  gentle- 
man in  the  colony  whom  I  believe  to  be  specu- 
lating and  investing  capital  in  the  goldfields  on 
the  West  Coast.  I  refer  to  Mr.  Ziman.  This 
measure  will,  to  some  extent,  assist  him  in  the 


object  he  has  in  view,  which,  no  doubt,  is  a  very 
worthy  and  good  object ;  but  we  shall  not  assist 
the  right  people  by  passing  legislation  of  this 
kind,  which  will  only  assist  one  individual.  It 
is  a  bad  class  of  legislation ;  but  that  is  what 
this  Bill  is  passed  for.  It  ought  to  be  called 
"  The  Ziman  Gold-mining  Bill."  It  is  not  a 
measure  for  the  public  good  at  all;  it  is  a 
meastfre  for  one  individual,  and  no  one  else  has 
asked  for  it.  I  presume  that  the  Minister  of 
Mines  will  at  any  rate  do  us  the  favour  of 
allowing  the  Bill  to  be  sent  to  the  Goldfields 
Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  has  done  so. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  hope  that  that  Com- 
mittee will  be  able  to  add  such  provisions  to 
it,  and  make  such  amendments  and  altera- 
tions in  it,  as  will  enable  it  to  become  a  great 
assistance  to  the  gold-mining  industry.  I  do 
not  want  to  take  up  further  time.  I  could  go 
a  good  deal  further  and  say  a  good  deal  more 
upon  the  question.  I  simply  wish  to  indicate 
to  the  Government  —  and  I  know  that  the 
Premier  feels  that  what  I  am  saying  is  per- 
fectly true — that  the  Government  have  not,  in 
consequence  of  the  large  policy  measures  they 
have  had  to  undertake,  in  ocnsequence  of  the 
assistance  they  have  had  to  give  in  other  direc- 
tions, given  that  consideration  to  the  gold- 
mining  industry — which  is  one  of  the  foremost 
industries  in  the  colony — that  they  ought  to 
have  given  it  from  the  first.  However,  it  is 
not  too  late  to  mend,  and  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment before  the  end  of  the  session  will  assist 
us,  and  that  the  Minister  of  Mines,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Goldfields  Committee,  will 
agree  to  such  amendments  and  alterations  in 
the  Bill  as  will  make  it  a  workable  measure, 
and  one  that  will  benefit  the  gold  mining  in- 
dustry in  the  colony. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  know  that  I  would 
have  risen  exoept  to  point  out  one  provision 
which  the  honourable  member  for  the  Thames 
seemed  to  think  proper,  but  which  I  think  is 
very  dangerous.  That  is  the  question  dealing 
with  forfeiture.  Before  I  refer  to  that,  I  might 
state  that  I  do  not  know  whether  the  first  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill,  relating  to  extended  prospect- 
ing licenses,  is  really  a  proper  provision  or  not. 
I  presume  the  land  likely  to  be  dealt  with  is 
the  rough  country  on  the  West  Coast  that  has 
not  yet  been  explored.  Undoubtedly  a  large 
tract  of  land  extending  from  the  Buller  River 
right  across  to  Collingwood  is  a  tract  of  coun- 
try which  it  is  very  necessary  should  be  ex- 
plored, and  in  that  case  it  may  be  necessary 
to  provide  that  one  man  might  hold  3,840  acres 
under  an  extended  prospecting  license.  I  pre- 
sume that  a  syndioate  of  ten  men  might  take 
up  38,000  aores  or  over  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
specting. Of  course  this  means  that  the  pro- 
specting is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
individual  miner  and  the  Government,  and 
thrown  upon  the  capitalist.  I  am  not  saying 
that  is  wrong,  and  I  only  point  out  that  it  is  a 
reversal  of  the  policy  we  have  hitherto  adopted. 
We  have  hitherto  stated  that  in  some  respects 
we  are  not  going  to  allow  monopolists  to  take 
up  everything.    However,  I  am  not  opposing 
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it  if  the  Government  think  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  this  provision  should  be  made  law 
11  SO  De*ore  that  tract  of  land  is  thoroughly 
'  '  prospected,  and  I  think  the  necessity 
for  having  the  land  prospected  is  very  great.  I 
am  in  hopes  that  if  the  large  tract  of  mineral 
land  there  is  prospected  it  will  yet  develop 
into  one  of  the  best  mineral  grounds  in  the 
colony.  However,  that  is  not  what  I  "rose  to 
speak  about.  I  wish  to  refer  to  this  question  of 
forfeiture.  If  honourable  members  will  refer  to 
the  third  division  of  the  Bill,  beginning  at  the 
15th  section  and  going  to  the  22nd,  they  will 
see  that  this  in  some  respects  reverses  the  old 
Victorian  custom ;  and  I  will  explain  to  the 
House  what  the  distinction  is.  In  some  of  the 
very  earliest  gold-mining  days,  if  you  had  a 
claim  and  did  not  comply  with  its  conditions 
another  person  would  jump  the  claim,  and 
he  did  not  need  to  apply  to  any  Court  to 
have  the  claim  forfeited.  Now,  in  New  Zea- 
land we  have  had  this  law  for  many  years: 
that  before  any  claim  was  forfeited  you  must 
take  proceedings  in  the  Court  in  order  that  it 
may  be  forfeited.  You  are  allowing  here  now 
what  may  be  termed  "jumping";  and  I  think 
it  is  exceedingly  dangerous.  I  think  no  claim 
ought  to  be  forfeited  except  by  some  process 
in  the  Court.  That  question  was  dealt  with  very 
ably  in  a  judgment  by  the  late  Judge  Wilson 
Grey,  and  the  reason  why  the  law  should  re- 
main so  is  very  obvious.  If  any  person  has  a 
claim  that  is  not  worked,  or  if  the  conditions 
are  not  complied  with,  your  mining  officers 
ought  to  be  just  as  able  to  deal  with  that  as 
in  the  case  of  any  person  holding  a  pastoral 
lease  who  has  not  complied  with  the  terms  of 
his  lease.  You  do  not  allow  jumping  there ; 
you  do  not  allow  the  lease  to  be  ipso  facto 
forfeited  by  non-compliance  with  the  condi- 
tions: you  hand  the  lease  over  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Crown  Lands,  to  see  whether 
there  are  fair  grounds  for  forfeiture.  And  so 
there  ought,  I  think,  to  be  an  analogous  provi- 
sion in  this  Bill  to  deal  with  mining  property. 
If  you  do  not  do  that,  you  open  the  door  to  all 
sorts  of  things  that  will  be  found  in  the  future 
highly  inconvenient.  It  is  true  that,  under 
section  18,  when  a  person  applies  before  a 
Warden  for  leave  to  get  an  application  granted, 
the  Warden  may  either  dispose  of  the  same  in 
the  Court  on  forfeiture,  or  he  may  postpone 
the  application,  and  insert  an  advertisement 
asking  that  the  forfeitee  should  come  before 
him ;  but  I  am  certain  this  will  happen  if 
any  objection  is  made  to  the  Warden  when 
the  application  is  made  to  him :  If  he  finds 
that  this  new  application  has  been  pegged  out 
under  this  Act,  in  a  certain  time  he  will  in- 
evitably grant  it  without  having  the  original 
lessee  or  licensee  called  before  him  at  all. 
Now,  what  will  happen  ?  It  may  happen,  for 
example,  that  persons  holding,  say,  a  special 
claim,  who  are  not  resident  on  the  goldfields, 
may  have  spent  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
pounds  upon  it,  and  yet  under  the  Bill  no 
notice  is  issued  to  them  at  all  when  the 
Warden  grants  the  new  application  ;  therefore 
the  claim  is  jumped,  and  forfeiture  takes  place, 
Sir  JR.  Stout 


and  the  result  is  that  thousands  of  pounds 
invested  in  the  mine  will  be  gone.  Now,  this 
will  give  no  security  for  those  who  are  what 
may  be  termed  "  speculators  "  in  dealing  with 
mining  property.  Whilst  the  first  part  of  the 
Bill  is  to  encourage  speculators,  this  second 
part  will  discourage  them,  and  will  make  mining 
property  so  uncertain  that  no  banks  or  other 
institutions  will  advance  money  upon  it. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— We  can  argue  that  before 
the  Goldfields  Committee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  am  only  now  pointing 
out  what  will  be  the  effeot  of  this  provision. 
Though  not  now  appearing  in  gold-mining 
cases,  in  the  earlier  days  I  frequently  appeared 
in  the  Wardens'  Courts  when  these  questions 
of  forfeiture,  of  water-rights  and  other  things, 
came  before  the  Court ;  and  I  feel  certain  that 
you  ought  not  only  to  have  no  power  to  de- 
clare forfeiture  without  legal  process,  but  the 
Warden  ought  to  have  power  to  fine  when  he 
finds  that  the  conditions  are  not  being  com- 
plied with.  To  give  an  illustration,  I  will 
state  one  case  that  came  up  in  connection 
with  the  Maerewhenua  Goldfields  in  the  olden 
days — in  1873  or  1874 — where,  if  it  had  not  been 
that  there  was  power  to  allow  the  Warden  to- 
fine  for  non-compliance  with  the  conditions,  it 
would  have  been  found  that  very  deserving 
miners,  through  non-compliance  with  some  of 
the  conditions,  would  actually  have  lost  their 
all — the  thousands  of  pounds' worth  of  property, 
and  the  money  they  had  spent  in  making  a 
water-race— simply  through  some  mistake  in 
the  course  the  race  should  follow.  The  matter 
came  before  Mr.  Wilson  Grey  in  1878  or  1874, 
and  he  simply  fined  them  £50.  If  the  holdings 
had  been  deolared  forfeited  the  result  would 
have  been  most  calamitous  to  that  goldfield. 
Now,  I  think  all  these  conditions  in  reference 
to  forfeiture  of  claims  will  have  to  be  modified. 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Thames  that  this 
was  the  best  part  of  the  Bill.  As  to  the  register 
in  the  colony  of  gold  companies,  I  think  that  is 
necessary,  and  I  know  it  is  necessary  in  con- 
nection with  one  goldfield  in  the  South.  How- 
ever, we  can  go  into  that  when  the  Bill  is  in 
Committee,  together  with  the  provision  con- 
tained in  clause  26,  and  the  other  details  of  the 
Bill  whioh  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  out 
the  present  Act.  There  are  also  the  regula- 
tions about  river-beds,  and  I  think  they  are 
necessary;  and  it  may  be  necessary  also  to- 
limit  the  length  of  the  dredging  claims,  as 
contained  in  section  29.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  other  matters  in  the  Bill,  or  the  details, 
will  be  of  much  moment,  but  they  may  be 
necessary,  and  I  will  not  say  that  they  may 
not  be  an  improvement  on  the  existing  law. 
I  have  not  gone  into  the  question  raised  by 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey  ana 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller,  as 
to  the  encouragement  of  gold-mining.  I  may 
only  say  that,  when  the  honourable  member 
for  Tuapeka  was  Minister  of  Mines  in  the 
Government  of  whioh  I  was  a  member,  we 
tried  to  do  all  we  could  through  his  instru- 
mentality  to  encourage  mining,  because  we 
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thought  it  would  be  a  permanent  industry 
in  the  colony.  I  do  not  know,  however,  that 
the  Government  can  do  anything  but  this :  It 
may,  by  some  alteration  in  the  law,  allow  cer- 
tain rights  to  encourage  prospecting ;  and  the 
only  other  thing  would  be  to  make  tracks  in 
difficult  country.  I  do  not  think  the  colony  is 
called  upon  to  do  anything  else,  and  I  doubt 
very  much  if  the  scheme  that  has  been  sketched 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey  is 
a  possible  one.  We  oannot  expect  the  Govern- 
ment to  become  a  goldminer  or  to  superintend 
gold-mining  operations. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  about  extending 
State  functions  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  think  they  could 
be  extended  in  dealing  with  what  may  be 
called  small  alluvial  claims.  If  you  had  large 
quartz  areas  in  which  quartz  had  been  dis- 
covered the  State  might  manage  them  the 
same  as  it  might  manage  a  coal-mine.  If  you 
are  going  to  encourage  prospecting  now  in  the 
country,  I  think  that  is  all  the  State  can  do  to 
encourage  private  enterprise. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— They  are  doing  more  in 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — I  think  the  honourable 
member  will  find  that  in  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales  they  do  not  do  more  than  send 
prospecting  parties  out  and  supply  them  with 
tools  and  food  for  a  certain  specified  time,  and 
that  is  a  very  different  thing  from  supporting 
prospecting.  In  New  Zealand  we  are  work- 
ing not  so  much  at  open  country  as  practically 
looking  for  gold  on  what  may  be  called  "  disused 
goldfields."  A  great  deal  of  that  has  been  done, 
especially  on  the  west  coast  of  New  Zealand, 
and  that  is  a  different  thing  altogether.  I 
believe  there  is  another  tract  of  country  that 
something  might  be  done  to  examine,  and  that 
is  the  tract  of  country  extending  from  the 
Waiau  River  to  Preservation  Inlet.  I  think 
that  if  that  country  were  thoroughly  examined 
there  is  every  hope  of  new  goldfields  being 
developed  there.  As  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up 
any  more  time,  I  will  say  no  more  at  present. 

Debate  adjourned. 

REPRINT  OP  STATUTES  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

New  clause. 

Major  STEWARD  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  Par- 
liament at  this  present  session,  and  at  every 
succeeding  session,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  to  collate  any 
amending  Act  passed  during  any  such  session 
with  the  original  Act  thereby  amended,  and  to 
prepare  a  consolidated  Act  which  shall  incor- 
porate the  amendment  or  amendments  made 
by  the  amending  Act  with  the  provisions  of  the 
original  Act.'1 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  add  to  the  clause 
the  words  "  and  of  any  previous  amendments 
thereof." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause  as  amended  be  added  to  the- 
Bill." 

Ayes,  IS. 


Buick 

Flatman 

Willis. 

Collins 

Hall-Jones 

Crowther 

Joyce 

Tellers. 

Duncan 

Lang 

Steward 

Earnshaw 

Russell,  G.  W.   Stout. 

Noes,  32. 

Allen 

Maslin 

Newman 

Buddo 

Massey 

Parata 

C  adman 

McGowan 

Pinkerton 

Carnell 

McKenzie,  J.     Russell,  W.  R 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  R.    Seddon 

Fraser 

MoLachlan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Graham 

McNab 

Stevens 

Hall 

Millar 

Tanner. 

Harris 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Hogg 
Kelly,  W. 

Mitohelson 

Bell 

Morrison 

Montgomery. 

Paies. 

Foi 

Against. 

Green 

Reeves 

Mackenzie,  T. 

La  wry 

Mitchelson 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Te  Ao. 

Houston. 

Majority  against,  19. 
Clause  not  added. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

CORRUPT  PRACTICES  PREVENTION 
BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

New  clause. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  a  new  clause  providing 
a  penalty  of  £20  for  failure  to  transmit  return 
under  section  9  within  time  prescribed,  Ac. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  clause  added. 

New  clause. 

Mr.  ALLEN  (for  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie)  moved  a 
new  clause,  making  personal  canvass  by  a  can- 
didate or  a  relative  of  a  candidate  a  corrupt 
practice. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time.'1 


Ayes,  19. 

Bell 

Hall 

Morrison 

Buddo 

Hall- Jones 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

Lang 

Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

Maslin 

Earnshaw 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Flatman 

Millar 

Allen 

Fraser 

Mitchelson 
Noes,  23. 

Tanner. 

Buick 

Joyoe 

Russell,  W.  R 

Cadman 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Carnell 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Carroll 

McLachlan 

Steward 

Duthie 

MoNab 

Willis. 

Graham 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Parata 

Collins 

Hogg 

Pinkerton 

Mills. 
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Paxbs. 


For. 

Against, 

Green 

Reeves 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Lawry 

Mitchelson 

Smith,  E.  M 

Te  Ao. 

Houston. 

Majority  against,  4. 
Motion  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
-one  o'olock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  18th  September,  1895. 


First  Beading. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  ohair  at  half- 
$ast  two  o'clock.  ' 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READING. 
Corrupt  Praoticea  Prevention  Bill. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  live  minutes  to 
'three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF    EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  13th  September,  1895. 

First  Reading  — Friendly  Societies— Advances  to 
Settlers  — Wood ville  Sheep-  and  Cattle-stealing 
Cases  — Ministers'  Speeches  telegraphed— Tech- 
nical Education— Naval;  and  Military  8ettlers' 
'  Claims— Local  Government  Bill— Delayed  Tele- 
grams —  Phylloxera  —  Nelson  Borough — Local 
Bodies'  "Thirds"  and  "Fourths"— District  Court 
Judges  and  Magistrates— New  Plymouth  Har- 
bour—Colonial Treasurer's  Speech  to  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce— Colonial  Treasurer's 
Speech  to  London  Chamber  of  Commerce— Pub- 
lic Trust  Office  Securities  —  Sinking  Funds  — 
Customs  Duties— Morning  Sittings— Auckland 
Licensing  Committee— Auckland  Volunteers— 
"Firth  of  Lome"— Small-farm  Associations— 
Education  Boards'  Expenses— Whangara  Case- 
Adjournment— Tariff. 


The  Deputy- Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READING. 

Mangawai  Harbour  Endowment  Reserve 
BUI. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
following  resolution  passed  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
I.O.O.F.  when  in  session  in  Dunedin:  "That 
this  Grand  Lodge  does  hereby  empower  and 
authorise  Grand  Lodge  Executive  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  insure  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Friendly  Societies  Act  in  the 
following  direction,  namely  :  compulsory  re- 
gistration of  all  benefit  societies;  preparation 
of  tables  by  Government  Aotuary  for  use  of 
friendly  societies ;  compulsory  adoption  of  Go- 


vernment actuarial  tables  by  all  friendly  socie- 
ties ;  cancellation  of  certificate  of  registration 
of  all  societies  refusing  to  adopt  same  "  ?  If 
this  resolution  has  been  brought  to  his  notice, 
will  he  state  whether  the  Government  intend 
to  take  any  action  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
the  resolution,  or  will  they  propose  some  other 
method  by  which  all  these  societies  may  be 
placed  on  a  sound  financial  basis  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  resolution  referred  to 
had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Government,  but  they  had  no  desire  to  force 
legislation  on  friendly  societies.  The  Govern- 
ment were,  of  course,  willing  to  give  effect  to 
the  reasonable  proposals  of  friendly  societies, 
provided  it  was  clear  that  there  was  a  con- 
sensus of  opinion  favourable  to  such  proposals. 
With  that  object  the  I.O.O.F.  Lodge  was  being 
communicated  with,  and  would  be  asked  to 
obtain  as  far  as  possible  an  expression  of 
opinion  >f  kindred  societies  interested  in  the 
proposals  which  the  I.O.O.F.  had  asked  the 
Government  to  consider.  The  Government  had 
under  consideration  certain  proposals  of  the 
Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies,  by  which  it 
was  hoped  that  societies  which  were  determined 
to  assist  themselves  would  be  placed  upon  a 
sound  financial  basis.  That  paper  would  be 
laid  before  Parliament  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days. 

ADVANCES  TO  SETTLERS. 
Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  it  is  correct  that,  in  consequence  of  some 
technicality  in  "  The  Government  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act,  1894,"  Crown  tenants  holding  land 
under  the  license  to  ocoupy,  with  the  right  of 
purchase  under  the  Act  of  1892,  are  debarred 
from  taking  advantage  of  its  provisions?  If 
so,  is  it  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
amend  the  law  in  such  a  manner  as  to  allow 
these  tenants  the  same  rights  and  advantages 
as  other  Crown  tenants  enjoy? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  an  occupation  lioense 
was  a  title  of  which  a  mortgage  could  not  be 
completed  by  registration,  and  on  which  the 
holder  could  not  consequently  obtain  a  loan 
under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  of  1894. 
The  holder  could  not  furnish  a  registered  mort- 
gage. An  amending  Bill  was  contemplated  to 
provide  for  such  registration,  and  that  would 
be  brought  down  by  Governor's  message.  That 
Bill  would  provide  for  amendments  in  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Act,  and  he  might  say  that 
very  important  proposals  would  be  made. 

WOODVILLE  SHEEP-  AND  CATTLE- 
STEALING  CASES. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
How  many  cases  of  sheep-  and  cattle-stealing 
have  been  reported  to  the  constable  in  charge  of 
the  Woodville  Police-station  during  the  past  two 
years  ?  He  asked  this  question  in  consequence 
of  reports  that  had  been  circulated  throughout 
the  distriot,  and  also  in  consequence  of  a  ques- 
tion asked  in  another  place  with  regard  to  the 
prevalence  of  sheep-  and  cattle-stealing.  It 
would  appear  from  what  had  been  said  that 
sheep-  and  cattle-stealing  had  been  very  preva- 
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lent,  and  that  the  oonstable  in  charge  of  the 
district  knew  that  that  was  the  ease.  It  had 
also  been  stated  that  he  had  taken  no  action 
whatever  to  discover  the  marauders,  or  in  any 
way  to  bring  them  before  the  authorities.  It 
was  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  to  the 
district  that  the  matter  should  be  cleared  up, 
and  that  it  should  be  ascertained  whether  or 
not  the  officer  in  charge  had  done  his  duty. 
With  this  object  he  asked  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  this  district  had 
been  singularly  free  from  sheep-  and  cattle- 
stealing  for  some  time  past.  During  the  past 
two  years  only  three  cases  of  sheep-stealing  and 
one  case  of  cattle-stealing  had  been  reported. 
The  constable  in  charge  was  a  zealous  and  able 
officer.  The  case  referred  to  was  one  of  a 
respectable  resident  who  had  evidently  stolen 
some  cattle. 

Mr.  PIRANL— Respectable  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  respectable  up 
to  the  time  that  this  case  became  known. 
A  warrant  was  applied  for  for  his  arrest,  but 
subsequently  it  was  changed  to  a  summons. 
On  the  constable  going  to  arrest  the  man  he 
found  he  had  levanted.  The  constable  had 
been  blamed  because  he  did  not  arrest  the  man 
in  the  first  instance,  but  they  had  had  several 
cases  of  arrests  of  respectable  citizens  and  they 
had  had  to  pay  for  it.  The  constable  had  acted 
on  the  advice  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His 
record  was  a  very  excellent  one,  and  under 
those  circumstances  he  did  not  consider  that  it 
was  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter 
by  dismissing  him.  An  error  of  judgment  had 
been  committed  by  the  constable,  but  what  he 
did  was  on  the  recommendation  of  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  who  recommended  that  the  man 
should  be  summoned.  This  was  the  first 
charge  that  had  been  made  against  the  oon- 
stable, and,  that  being  the  case,  he  did  not 
think  that  it  was  his  duty  to  punish  him. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  if  he  rightly  understood 
the  Premier  to  say  that  only  one  case  of  sheep- 
stealing  had  been  reported  during  two  years. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  there  had  been 
three  cases  of  sheep-stealing  and  one  of  cattle- 
stealing. 

MINISTERS'  SPEECHES  TELEGRAPHED. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
it  is  true  that  Ministers'  speeches  delivered  out 
of  Parliament  have  been  sent  by  telegraph  to 
newspapers  at  the  Government  expense  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  not  aware  that  Ministers' 
speeches  delivered  out  of  the  session  of  Par- 
liament had  been  sent  by  telegram  to  news- 
papers. 

TECHNICAL  EDUCATION. 
Mr.  LAWRY  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  introduce  a  Bill  this  session  for 
the  promotion  of  technical  education  through- 
out the  colony,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  Educational  Conference  which  recently 
met  in  the  City  of  Wellington  ?  He  had  been 
induced  to  ask  the  question  by  communications 
received  from  several  gentlemen  who  had  at- 


tended the  Conference  in  Wellington.  It  was 
a  question  in  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Manukau,  more  particularly,  was  interested. 
It  was  rather  a  burning  question  in  Auckland 
at  the  present  time,  where  the  people  were 
taking  steps  to  give  practical  effeot  to  it.  He 
hoped  that  the  Minister  would  give  him  a 
favourable  reply. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  had  given  notice  that 
day  that  he  should  move  for  leave  to  introduce 
a  Bill  dealing  with  this  subject. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS' 
CLAIMS. 

Mr.  LAWRY  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
he  will  during  this  session  bring  in  an  amend- 
ing Bill  dealing  with  the  unsatisfied  claims  of 
naval  and  military  settlers,  especially  those 
olaims  recommended  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cad  man 
in  his  last  report  ?  He  hoped  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  would  be  able  to  give  him  a 
favourable  reply.  The  matter  had  been  before 
the  country  for  years,  and  it  hung  like  a 
funeral  pall  over  every  candidate  at  eleotion- 
times.  He  understood  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Cadman  had  made  certain  recommendations 
in  connection  with  the  old  soldiers'  olaims 
which,  if  given  effect  to  this  session  by  Par- 
liament, would  settle  the  matter  to  a  great 
extent. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  this  matter 
had  been  considered  by  the  Government,  and 
it  was  not  their  intention  to  introduce  legisla- 
tion this  session. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Premier,  If  he 
will  cause  a  further  sufficient  supply  of  copies 
of  the  Local  Government  Bill  to  be  printed 
and  supplied  to  members  at  the  rate  of  another 
six  copies  each,  to  enable  members  to  meet  the 
demands  of  constituents  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  he  would  be  most 
happy  to  give  an  additional  six  copies  of  this 
Bill  to  honourable  members  for  distribution  to 
persons  interested  in  their  constituencies. 

DELAYED  TELEGRAMS. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral,  Whether  any  arrangement  has  been  made 
by  which  any  delayed  telegrams  are  despatched 
before  ordinary  telegrams  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  some  time  ago  instruc- 
tions were  given  that  urgent,  ordinary,  and 
delayed  telegrams  should,  under  particular  oir- 
cumstanoes,  take  precedence  in  one  case  only. 
There  was  no  such  rule  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  referred  to  in  existence. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  if  the  arrangement 
had  been  repealed. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  what  he  had  mentioned 
was  not  done  except  under  unusual  circum- 
stances. 

PHYLLOXERA. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  obtain  further  opinions  as  to  the 
danger  of  phylloxera  being  communicated  by 
the  means  of  imported  grapes,  as  the  opinion 
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on  the  subject  laid  on  the  table  is  not  at  all 
positive  on  that  point  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  there  was  no  objec- 
tion to  getting  any  further  information  which 
could  possibly  be  got  on  this  subject,  and  he 
might  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  and  the 
House  that  he  hoped  to  have  a  very  compre- 
hensive measure  dealing  with  the  whole  subject 
brought  before  the  House.  He  did  not  know 
if  they  would  have  time  to  pass  it  this  session, 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to  introduce  it, 
And  honourable  members  would  then  see  what 
it  was,  and  would  be  able  to  discuss  it,  and,  if 
there  was  time,  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  asked  if  the  Minister 
•had  any  information  as  to  whether  the  disease 
existed  in  the  colony  at  the  present  time. 

NELSON  BOROUGH. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
explain  how  so  egregious  and  transparent  a 
blunder  has  been  made  in  the  proposed  Local 
Government  Bill  as  the  exclusion  of  the  City 
of  Nelson  as  an  independent  borough  from 
the  First  Schedule,  seeing  that,  according  to 
the  last  census  returns  of  the  colony,  seven 
boroughs  of  smaller  populations  than  that  of 
Nelson  have  been  included  in  the  said  sohedule, 
while  only  one  of  the  twelve  boroughs  proposed 
to  be  constituted  by  the  Act,  outside  the  Cities 
of  Auckland,  Dunedin,  Christen urch,  and  Wel- 
lington, has,  according  to  the  census  returns,  a 
larger  population  than  that  of  the  City  of  Nel- 
son? 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  very  sorry  that  such  an 
ancient  and  important  city  as  Nelson  should 
have  been  left  out  of  the  Local  Government 
Bill. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — Ancient  and  important  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Ancient  and  important,  and 
yety  sleepy. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  that  might  be  the 
Premier's  impression,  but  it  was  not  true. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  used  to  be  considered 
so.  However,  the  omission  of  Nelson  was 
imply  the  result  of  an  oversight  in  taking  out 
the  various  boroughs  from  the  Handbook — 
boroughs  with  populations  of  over  six  thousand 
people.  He  regretted  very  much  that  such  a 
reflection  should  have  been  cast  upon  suoh  an 
important  city.  There  was  no  desire  to  place 
Nelson  in  a  worse  position  than  any  of  the 
other  boroughs. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  hoped  the  Premier  would  be 
prepared  to  admit  now  that  Nelson  was  not 
quite  so  sleepy  as  he  thought — that  they  were 
able  to  notice  at  once  where  any  injustice  was 
done  to  them. 

LOCAL  BODIES*  "THIRDS"  AND 

"FOURTHS." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  of 

Lands,  If  provision  is  made  on  the  general 

estimates  for  the  amounts  which,  on  the  bases 

of  the  moneys  deposited  in  respect  of  selections 

of  "  unsurveyed  "  land  being  subject  to  "  thirds  " 

or  "fourths,"  woulfl  be  payable  to  the  local 

bodies  of  the  districts  in  which  the  lands  so 

selected  are  situate?    He  had  occasion  last 

Mr.  Pirani 


session  to  put  a  question  to  the  Minister  more 
than  onoe  in  reference  to  this  subject,  and 
during  the  recess  he  had  also  drawn  attention 
to  it.  He  hoped  that  the  sum  of  £600  on  the 
estimates  included  an  amount  for  this  purpose. 
If  not,  perhaps  provision  would  be  made  for  it 
on  the  supplementary  estimates. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  no  such  provision 
had  been  made  on  the  general  estimates,  and 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  make  any  provision 
on  the  supplementary  estimates.  It  was  not 
intended  to  make  further  provision  than  was 
legally  made  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  that  was  just  the 
question. 

DISTRICT  COURT  JUDGES  AND 
MAGISTRATES. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Premier,  If 
he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  laying  on  the 
table  of  this  House  and  having  printed  all  cor- 
respondence and  other  communications  within 
the  last  twelve  monthB  relative  to  the  tenure 
of  office  and  salaries  of  District  Court  Judges 
and  Magistrates  having  extended  jurisdiction? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  lay  the  correspondence 
on  the  table,  if  there  was  any  such  correspond- 
ence. In  general,  he  held  that,  in  referenoe  to 
the  high  position  of  District  Court  Judge  or 
Stipendiary  Magistrate,  if  any  of  those  Judges 
were  not  satisfied  with  their  position  they  had 
an  alternative.  They  had  a  case  where  a  Judge 
had  petitioned  the  House.  It  was  a  most  ex- 
traordinary proceeding;  however,  it  had  been 
done,  and  he  thought  the  case  would  be  treated 
properly  by  the  Committee. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  he  will  state  the  result  of  his  recommenda- 
tion to  his  colleagues  that  the  claims  of  the 
New  Plymouth  bondholders  as  to  the  200,000 
acres  given  back  to  the  Natives  out  of  the  lands 
in  the  Taranaki  Land  District  should  be  re- 
ferred to  arbitration  ?  It  was  generally  regarded 
by  those  interested  in  London  that  the  promise 
made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  as  reliable 
as  such  a  promise  if  made  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  England.  He  therefore 
trusted  that  the  answer  would  be  satisfactory, 
and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
maintain  the  position  which  he  should  main- 
tain in  London. 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  he  had  fulfilled 
the  promise  which  he  made  in  London,  to  bring 
this  matter  before  his  colleagues.  The  matter, 
however,  had  not  yet  been  dealt  with  by  the 
Cabinet,  and  until  it  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Government  he  could  not  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  an  answer.  As  the  honourable  mem- 
ber knew,  there  had  been  an  extraordinary  pres- 
sure of  business,  and  this  matter  had  therefore 
not  been  dealt  with.  This  was  an  important 
matter,  and  it  could  not  be  lightly  or  hurriedly 
dealt  with  when  there  was  such  a  pressure  of 
work. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  he  had  received  com- 
munications on  the  subject,  and  he  was  anxious 
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to  reply  to  them.  When  did  the  Minister  think 
the  subject  would  be  dealt  with  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  was  one  of  a  number  of 
matters  which  were  awaiting  the  consideration 
of  Cabinet. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  he  would  like  to  know 
within  a  week  or  so,  at  all  events. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  could  not  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  any  more  information 
than  he  had  done. 

COLONIAL  TREASURER'S  SPEECH  TO 
LONDON  CHAMBER  OP  COMMERCE. 
Mr.  BELL  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, — 
{1.)  Whether  any  arrangement  was  made  by 
himself  or  by  the  Agent-General's  Department 
with  the  proprietors  or  publishers  of  the  British 
Australasian  for  publication  of  his  speech  at 
the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  or  for  the 
supply  of  a  number  of  copies  of  the  publication 
to  the  Agent-General's  Department?  (2.)  If 
so,  will  he  state  the  nature  and  details  of  such 
arrangement  ? 

Mr.  WARD  recognised  the  reason  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  preface  this  question 
by  making  any  statement  as  to  why  he  put  the 
question.  The  fact  was,  as  he  understood  it, 
the  friends  of  those  who  were  so  anxious  in  con- 
nection with  this  London  matter  had  acted,  he 
thought,  somewhat  judiciously  in  throwing  cold 
water  upon  the  extraordinary  attitude  they 
had  taken  up  in  the  House  regarding  this  sub- 
ject and  hiniBelf  (Mr.  Ward).  That  being  so, 
he  could  quite  understand  the  silence  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  putting  this  question. 
Now,  he  would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
why  he  did  not  go  a  little  further  and  cate- 
chize him  as  to  what  he  did  in  London,  and 
as  to  what  he  did  not  do.  Why  did  he  not 
go  a  little  further,  and  ask  whom  he  met  in 
London,  and  whom  he  dined  with  ?  He  thought 
the  House  would  recognise  that  this  ques- 
tion was  practically  a  rehash  of  what  they 
had  threshed  out  in  the  House  upon  a  former 
occasion.  As  soon  as  he  heard  the  question 
given  notice  of  by  the  honourable  member,  he 
gave  notioe  of  another  question — to  ask  the 
honourable  member  from  whom  he  got  the 
information ;  and  he  had  very  good  reason  for 
doing  so.  He  was  anxious  to  know  whether  the 
information  had  come  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  If 
it  had  oome  from  the  honourable  gentleman's 
colleague,  he  very  muoh  regretted  it.  He  there- 
fore resolved  to  try  and  see  whether  that  was  so 
or  hot,  because  he  had  accepted  an  assurance 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  had  not 
done  anything  in  the  way  of  spying  on  him 
while  in  London. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  certainly  raising 
debatable  matter  in  answering  the  question. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  thought,  as  this 
was  a  personal  matter,  the  Minister  should  be 
allowed  a  little  latitude. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  wished  to  know  if  the  Minis- 
ter was  in  order  in  referring  to  a  member  of  the 
House  as  if  he  had  been  spying  round  on  him 
in  London, 


Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  done  nothing  of  the 
kind.  The  honourable  member  must  not  mis- 
represent him.  It  was  rather  a  pity  he  did  not 
listen. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man suggested  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  stated  that  he  accepted 
the  assurance  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  on  a  former  occasion  that  he 
had  not  done  so. 

An  Hon.  Member  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man expressed  a  doubt  that  he  had  not  done 
so. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  accepted  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  assurance,  and  therefore  he 
desired  to  know  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  where  he  got  the 
information  referred  to  in  the  question.  He 
was  not  going  to  let  honourable  members  on 
that  side  sit  upon  him  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  Whenever  this  question  was  raised 
they  had  four  of  those  honourable  members, 
including  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  jumping  up  in  their 
places  like  jack-in-the-boxes. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  to  rose  a  point  of  order.  Un- 
less the  House  was  to  be  made  a  bear-garden, 
he  submitted  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  not  be  allowed  to  make  such  remarks. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  always  tried  to  be 
moderate  in  his  language,  both  in  that  House 
and  outside  of  it.  Whenever  this  question  was 
referred  to,  some  honourable  members,  in- 
cluding the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  immediately  got  into  a 
state  of  great  excitement. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  when  this  matter  came  up 
they  had  the  honourable  member  and  other 
honourable  members  jumping  up  like  jack-in- 
the-boxes. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  whether  that  expression 
was  in  order. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  did  not  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  use  such  an  ex- 
pression. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  Well,  he  would  withdraw 
it.  Now  he  would  come  back  to  the  middle 
member  for  Wellington  City. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
submitted  it  was  not  in  order  to  refer  to  mem- 
bers as  "  the  middle  member  for  Wellington 
City  "  and  "  the  junior  member  for  Wellington 
City." 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  did  not  intend  to  use  the 
terms  offensively.  He  wanted  to  distinguish 
between  the  members  for  Wellington  City. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Oh! 

Mr.  WARD  asked,  What  was  the  matter 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa? 
All  he  (Mr.  Ward)  wanted  to  do  was  to  in- 
dicate the  member  for  Wellington  City  he  was 
referring  to.  He  would  be  glad  to  say  "the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City,  Mr. 
Duthie."    He  had  no  objection  to  do  that. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  had  transgressed  the  rules  of  the  House, 
knowing  very  well  that  they  provided  that  the 
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several  members  for  Wellington  City,  for  in- 
stanoe,  should  be  referred  to  as  "  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City,  Mr.  Bell," 
or  "  Mr.  Duthie,"  as  the  case  might  be.  That 
was  the  practice  in  the  House  of  Commons; 
and  it  had  always  been  the  practice  in  the 
New  Zealand  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  WARD  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  member  was  commenting  on  the 
ruling  of  the  Deputy-Speaker. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  not  comment- 
ing on  the  ruling  of  the  Deputy- Speaker.  He 
had  been  proceeding  to  show  that  in  his  opinion 
the  Minister's  proceedings  were  very  much  out 
of  order,  and  he  desired  to  know  whether  the 
honourable  member  could  reply  to  a  question 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  had  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  not  a  point  of 
order. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  the  point  of 
order  was,  whether  a  member  could  be  re- 
ferred to  as  "  the  senior,"  "  the  middle,"  or 
"  the  junior  "  member  for  Wellington  City. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  on  that  point  he  wished 
to  say  a  few  words.  He  had  never  yet  heard 
of  "Buchanan  on  Parliamentary  Practice  or 
Procedure."    He  was  not  an  authority  on  that. 

Hon.  Members.— Order,  order. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  the  Premier 
must  refer  to  members  by  the  district  they 
represented. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Well, he  would  at  onoc  say 
"  the  member  for  Wairarapa."  On  looking  over 
the  library  catalogue,  however,  he  did  not  know 
that  the  honourable  member  was  to  be  found 
as  the  author  of  any  work  on  parliamentary 
practice. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  was  not  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  going  to  quote  an 
authority  on  this  subject.  That  authority  was 
Mr.  Speaker.  Mr.  Speaker,  during  the  whole  of 
this  session,  had  always  admitted  that  members 
were  right  in  referring  to  the  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  as  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City.  Honourable  members 
would  find  that  term  used  right  through  Han- 
sard, It  had  been  accepted  by  the  Speaker, 
and  had  never  been  challenged.  Therefore,  if 
his  colleague  used  the  term  "  the  junior  member 
for  Wellington  City  "  for  the  member  who  was 
lowest  on  the  poll 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  did  not  do  that.  He 
spoke  of  the  middle  member. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  colleague  was  refer- 
ring to  the  junior  member,  and,  addressing  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie),  his  colleague  termed  him  the  junior 
member  for  Wellington  City.    He  did  not  know 

o  on     who  else  was  junior  unless  it  was  the 

' '  '  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City,  Mr.  Bell.  He  did  not  see  that  there  was 
any  occasion  for  any  display  of  feeling  on  the 
matter,  and  he  asked  that  they  might  go  on 
with  the  questions,  as  there  was  clearly  nothing 
in  the  point  of  order. 

The  DEPUTYSPEAKER  said,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  point  of  order,  one  honourable 
member  said  that  he  had  ruled  that  members 
Mr.  Buclianan 


should  not  be  styled  "senior,"  "junior,"  or 
"  middle  "  members.  He  might  say  that  he 
had  never  so  ruled  in  the  chair.  In  Commit- 
tee last  year  he  believed  that  he  had  so  ruled,. 
but  since  then  he  had  noticed  that  Mr.  Speaker 
never  checked  any  member  for  so  addressing 
another  member ;  nor  had  any  member  asked 
him  to  rule  upon  this  as  a  point  of  order — as 
to  whether  it  was  proper  or  improper  to  call 
members  "senior,"  "junior,"  or  "middle." 
No  objection  having  been  taken  to  this,  he  took 
it  that  it  had  become  a  matter  of  usage  or  ous- 
tom,  and  he  should  not  check  any  honourable 
member  for  so  doing. 

Mr.  WARD  said  perhaps  he  might  have  been 
a  little  more  explicit,  and  might  have  ad- 
dressed the  honourable  gentleman  as  "  the  dis- 
tinguished member  for  Wellington  City  who  was 
returned  third  on  the  poll  at  the  election." 
He  hoped  that  would  not  be  regarded  as  offen- 
sive. 

Mr.  DUTHIE. — No ;  quite  complimentary. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  was  glad  to  have  pleased 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  What  he  wanted  to  say  in  an- 
swering the  question  was  that  he  was  anxious 
to  receive  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  a  reply  as  to 
whether  he  had  obtained  any  information  on 
the  matter  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie). 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  he  must  ask 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  confine  himself  to 
answering  the  question,  and  not  ask  another 
one. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  put  his  question 
presently.  His  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the 
question  was  that  no  arrangement  was  come 
to  by  the  Agent-General  witli  the  British  Aus- 
tralasian, and  that  no  arrangement  had  been 
come  to  with  himself.  He  knew  what  the 
honourable  member  referred  to,  and  proposed 
to  deal  with  that  later  on.  He  might  say  he 
purchased  a  number  of  these  papers,  and  had 
them  posted  to  New  Zealand  to  different  people 
in  the  colony,  and  he  was  very  glad  he  had 
done  so,  for  it  had  been,  at  any  rate,  of  use  to 
members  of  the  Opposition,  although  it  had 
not  done  them  very  much  good.  He  could  not 
state  any  of  the  details  in  connection  with  this 
arrangement,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there 
were  no  details  to  state. 

COLONIAL  TREASURER'S  SPEECH  TO 
LONDON  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE. 
Mr.  WARD  asked  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell),— (1.)  Who  his 
authority  is  for  assuming  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  is  contained  in  his  question  to-day 
was  made?  (2.)  Whether  sucn  authority  is 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)?  He  put  this  question,  and  was 
anxious  for  a  reply,  because  his  experience  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie),  while  in  London,  had  been  of  a 
most  agreeable  kind.  They  had  been  on  more 
than  one  occasion  together,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  treated  him  with  courtesy,  and 
he   believed    he    had  treated  the    honourable 
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gentleman  in  a  similar  manner,  as  was  usual 
amongst  gentlemen. 

Mr.  GREEN.— When  they  are  away  from 
home. 

Mr.  WARD  said  Yes,  when  they  were  away 
from  home.  It  did  appear  that  when  they 
oame  closer  to  home  they  frequently  came  to 
what  might  be  called  fisticuffs — political  fisti- 
cuffs, of  course.  That  happened  very  frequently 
in  the  House,  but  he  thought  it  was  recognised 
that  in  the  lobbies  and  outside  that  did  not 

Srevent  them  from  remaining  friends.  Why 
e  was  so  anxious  to  obtain  this  information 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  as  to  whether  he  had  received  his  informa- 
tion from  Mr.  Duthie  in  connection  with  the 
matter  was  in  order  that  his  high  esteem  for 
Mr.  Duthie  might  not  in  any  way  be  reduced 
in  connection  with  this  unsavoury  matter — as 
it  appeared  to  be  to  honourable  members  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House — as  to  what  he 
had  been  doing  in  London.  Now,  he  hoped  that 
his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Bell  would  state,  as 
he  knew  he  would,  in  a  straightforward  way, 
whether  he  had  any  authority  for  assuming 
that  such  an  arrangement  had  been  made,  and 
whether  such  authority  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie). 

Mr.  BELL  had  been  very  much  surprised 
to  hear  that  the  matter  of  his  question  had 
conveyed  any  imputation  upon  the  honourable 

gentleman.  There  had  been  no  intention  on 
is  part  to  pry  into  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  doing  in  London.  He  had  been 
simply  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  authenticity 
and  genuineness  of  the  report  of  a  speech  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  British  Aus- 
tralasian. With  regard  to  the  first  paragraph, 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  give  that  information 
to  the  honourable  gentleman.  With  regard  to 
the  second  paragraph,  he  had  never  had  any 
communication  of  any  kind  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie), 
directly  or  indirectly,  upon  the  subject. 

PUBLIC  TRUST  OFFICE  SECURITIES. 
Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Seeing  that  oertain  securities  of  the  Public 
Trust  Office  are  held  in  London  by  three  per- 
sons appointed  under  "The  Public  Revenues 
Act,  1891,"  and  that  "  The  Public  Trust  Office 
Consolidation  Act,  1894,"  is  held  by  the  Law 
Advisers  of  the  Crown  to  impliedly  repeal  the 
provisions  of  *«  The  Public  Revenues  Act,  1891," 
does  he  intend  to  make  new  regulations  under 
"The  Public  Trust  Office  Consolidation  Act, 
.  1894,"  so  as  to  have  these  securities  in  proper 
custody  ?-  This  was  a  question  that  had  been  on 
the  Paper  for  several  weeks,  awaiting  the  con- 
venience of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  There  was 
a  Public  Trust  Office  Consolidation  Act,  under 
which  trustees  were  appointed  for  these  funds. 
The  regulations  under  that  Act  provided  that 
the  securities  were  to  be  held  by  two  trustees, 
and  in  the  colony  the  securities  were  placed 
under  two  trustees ;  but  in  London  this  regu- 
lation- did  not  apply,  for  they  found  that 
there  the  securities  were  not  under  two  keys, 
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hut  under  three.  Therefore  the  Publio  Trust 
Office  Consolidation  Aot  did  not  apply  in  Lon- 
don, and  he  (Mr.  Allen)  must  assume  that 
there  the  Publio  Revenues  Act  applied,  which, 
provided  for  three  keys.  The  Treasurer  had 
stated  that  the  Public  Trust  Office  Consoli- 
dation Act  impliedly  repealed  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Revenues  Act  of  1891,  and  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  regulations  under 
the  Public  Trust  Office  Consolidation  Act  ap- 
plied to  those  holding  securities  in  the  one 
case  and  did  not  apply  in  the  other.  He 
thought  the  matter  ought  to  be  put  right, 
though,  for  his  part,  he  was  still  of  opinion 
that  the  Acts  could  be  read  together,  and  he 
was  fortified  by  a  strong  legal  opinion  as  to 
that  interpretation. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  in  reply  to  the  honourable 
member,  as  to  the  first  part  of  the  question,  he 
might  say  No,  the  securities  were  in  proper 
custody;  they  were  in  the  custody  of  the 
persons  appointed  by  regulation  in  conformity 
with  the  law.  The  provisions  of  "  The  Publio 
Trust  Office  Consolidation  Act,  1894,"  were  the 
same  with  respect  to  the  custody  of  securities 
as  the  provisions  of  "  The  Public  Trust  Office 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1891."  The  regulation 
for  the  custody  of  the  securities  in  the  colony 
was  accordingly  the  same  in  1891  as  it  was  now. 
The  experience  of  the  last  four  years  proved 
the  wisdom  of  this  regulation.  The  Amend- 
ment Act  of  1891  provided  for  the  relief  of  the 
Public  Trustee  from  that  pre-audit  and  control 
which  were  the  principles  of  the  Publio  Reve- 
nues Act,  but  which  appeared  from  the  report 
of  the  late  Royal  Commission  on  the  Public 
Trust  Office  to  be  an  obstacle  to  the  efficient 
administration  of  that  office.  But  the  audit  of 
the  Public  Trust  Office,  though  not  necessarily 
preceding  administration,  was  unaltered  in  any 
other  respect.  The  explanation  of  the  regu- 
lation providing  that  the  Public  Trust  Office 
securities  in  London  should  be  held  by  three 
persons  was  obvious.  The  choice  of  custodians 
there  was  limited,  and  a  separate  set  of  cus- 
todians for  each  department  would  have  been 
not  only  inconvenient  but  impracticable.  The 
only  concern  was  that  the  custody  of  the 
securities  in  London  should  be  as  safe  as  the 
custody  of  the  securities  in  the  colony.  He 
might  further  inform  the  House  that  this 
question  of  the  custody  of  the  securities  in 
London,  which  had  engaged  the  attention 
of  honourable  members  a  good  deal  during 
the  session,  was  one  about  which  he  was  very 
desirous  there  should  be  no  misapprehension 
in  the  minds  of  honourable  members,  or  in 
the  mind  of  any  one  outside  the  House.  He 
proposed  to  submit  legislation  this  session  in 
order  to  effectually  set  at  rest  this  question  of 
trust  securities.  It  appeared  to  him  that  that 
waa  the  only  way  of  preventing  members  from 
having  an  impression  that  there  was  any  doubt 
as  to  the  custody  of  the  securities.  That,  he 
thought,  was  the  right  thing  to  do,  and  he  pro- 
posed to  do  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  did  not  quite  under- 
stand the  answer  to  the  question.  Was  he  to 
understand  that  the  three  trustees  appointed 
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In  London  were  appointed  under  the  Public 
Revenues  Act  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  were  appointed  by 
regulation  under  "  The  Public  Trust  Office 
Consolidation  Act,  1894." 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked,  would  the  Minister 
kindly  inform  him  where  that  regulation  was  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— There  is  no  Buoh  regula- 
tion. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Where  is  it  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  should  be  glad  to  look 
it  up. 

SINKING  FUNDS. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
— (1.)  Whether  the  computations  under  section 
5  of  "  The  Consolidated  Stock  Act,  1884,"  for 
the  current  year  have  been  made;  and,  if  so, 
does  he  intend  to  inform  the  House  of  the  re- 
sult of  such  computations?  (2.)  Under  the 
authority  of  what  statute  does  he  purport  to 
issue  debentures  against  the  increases  of  sink- 
ing fund  of  "  The  Government  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Act,  1886  "  ?  He  had  asked  this  ques- 
tion before,  and  now  put  it  again.  During  the 
debate  the  Minister  said  he  would  give  the 
information  later  on.  He  now  asked  him  to 
give  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  computation  for  the 
current  year  had  been  made  and  passed  by  the 
Audit  Office  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  5  of  "The  Consolidated  Stock  Act, 
1884."  The  computation  included  the  amount 
issuable  against  the  accretions  of  the  sinking 
fund  belonging  to  "  The  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act,  1886,"  and  amending  Acts. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  not  answered  the  second  part  of  his 
question.  Under  what  authority  had  it  been 
done? 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  knew  the  honourable 
member  was  familiar  with  the  law,  and  did  not 
want  him  to  go  into  details.  If  the  question 
had  been  put  by  some  honourable  member  not 
conversant  with  the  law  he  should  have  been 
glad  to  elaborate  his  reply,  but,  as  it  was, 
he  had  given  a  general  answer  to  the  whole 
question. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  second  part  had  not 
been  answered  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  could  not  manufacture 
the  answer  for  the  honourable  gentleman ;  he 
had  given  a  general  answer  to  the  whole  ques- 
tion. 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, Will  he  favourably  consider  the  request 
of  the  Canterbury  Chamber  of  Commerce,  that 
"in  cases  where  the  duties  are  reduced  or 
abolished  "  such  reduction  or  abolition  should 
be  postponed  until  1st  of  January  next  ?  The 
Chamber  of  Commeroe  at  Christ  church  were 
under  the  impression  that  the  Treasurer  had 
mistaken  the  application  made  to  him.  The 
request  was  that  ne  should  postpone  the  reduc- 
tion or  abolition  of  duties  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary next.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  seemed  to 
understand  that  the  request  was  that  the  whole 
of  his  tariff  should  be  deferred  to  that  date. 
That,  of  course,  would  be  ridiculous  in  the  ex- 
Mr.  Allen 


treme.  But,  where  duties  had  been  reduced  or 
abolished,  they  thought  it  was  only  fair  to  allow 
traders  who  had  large  stocks  on  hand  time  to 
get  rid  of  them  before  the  duties  were  reduced 
or  abolished. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  thought  the  honourable 
member  would  see  at  once  that,  if  this  proposal 
were  given  effect  to,  those  who  were  called  on 
to  pay  increased  duties  under  the  altered  tariff 
would  have  an  equal  right  to  the  delay  sug- 
gested with  those  who  had  goods  the  duties  on 
which  had  been  reduced,  or  which  were  put  on 
the  free-list.  Broadly  speaking,  he  thought  the 
fairest  thing  to  do  in  connection  with  altera- 
tions in  a  Customs  tariff  was  to  allow  those 
who  gained  an  advantage  from  the  alteration 
of  the  tariff  to  reap  that  advantage  immedi- 
ately the  resolutions  were  passed  by  the 
House,  while  those  who  were  in  the  unfortu- 
nate position  of  having  to  make  a  temporary 
loss  must  face  that  position.  He  did  not  see 
how  it  was  possible,  in  connection  with  a  large 
business  transaction  such  as  this,  extending 
throughout  the  country,  to  do  for  one  side  what 
was  not  done  for  the  other.  He  thought  that 
whatever  was  to  be  done  must  be  done  at  once, 
and  for  that  reason  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
tariff  resolution  must  come  into  operation  at 
once,  and  that  the  same  rule  should  apply  to 
reductions  as  to  increases.  He  regretted  to  say 
he  could  not  see  his  way  to  give  effect  to  the 
request  of  the  Canterbury  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. He  might  say  that  since  the  question, 
had  been  raised  the  Government  had  cabled 
to  the  Australian  Governments  to  inquire  as 
to  the  procedure  there.  As  to  the  procedure, 
there  was  a  difference.  Victoria  nad  done 
something  of  the  kind,  but  generally  he  might 
say  the  information  obtained  was  not  favour- 
able to  the  adoption  of  this  course. 

MORNING  SITTINGS. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  the  Premier,  WiU 
he  confer  with  the  Chairmen  of  the  various 
Committees,  and  endeavour  to  arrange  for  the 
Committee-work  during  the  remainder  of  the 
session  to  be  done  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 
so  that  the  House,  if  it  so  desires,  may  have  a 
morning  session  from  half-past  ten  to  half-past 
twelve  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays?  He  be- 
lieved that  the  work  of  the  Committees  was 
now  considerably  reduced  from  what  it  had 
been  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  and  that 
some  honourable  members  were  of  opinion  that 
a  morning  session  would  result  in  the  work 
being  done  very  much  better  and  more  quickly 
than  it  was  done  during  late  hours  in  the  even- 
ings. They  had  had  three  months  of  ordinary 
sessional  hours,  and  he  thought  the  suggestion 
was  worthy  of  a  trial  if  the  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees thought  it  could  be  done  without  in- 
terfering with  their  duties.  He  only  wished  it 
to  be  tried  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  Baid  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
sit  morning,  noon,  and  night ;  he  was  getting 
very  anxious  that  they  should  bring  the  session 
to  a  close ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  desired  to 
see  such  work  done  as  the  interests  of  the 
country  demanded.    He  was  quite  prepared  to 
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move  for  morning  sittings,  and  to  eive  the 
House  an  opportunity,  at  all  events,  of  deciding 
it.  They  had  tried  morning  sittings  previously 
and  had  found  them  to  work  tolerably  well.  He 
noticed  that  on  evenings  when  the  galleries 
were  full  they  did  little  or  no  work  at  all. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  if  the  Premier 
would  consult  the  Chairmen  of  the  various 
Committees. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  see  how  the 
<3ommittee-work  could  be  carried  on.  It  might 
be  there  were  some  Committees  which  might 
have  to  be  excused.  He  would  bring  down  a 
resolution  next  week. 

AUCKLAND  LICENSING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  LAWRY  aked  the  Premier,  If  he  is 
aware  that  one  of  the  first  actions  of  a  Licens- 
ing Committee  in  the  City  of  Auokland 
{elected  by  the  so-called  temperance  electors) 
was  to  take  away  the  licenses  from  the  only 
"  untied  "  or  "  free  "  houses  in  that  city  ?  He 
Asked  this  question  because  the  reply  of  the 
Premier  might  have  some  effect  on  what  they 
would  do  later  on. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion was  as  follows :  "  In  Auckland  the  Com- 
mittee closed  four  hotels  and  removed  two 
landlords  on  the  occasion  referred  to.  One 
may  have  been  an  '  untied  '  house."  That  was 
the  reply  that  had  been  received  from  a  local 
authority.  One  out  of  four,  he  understood,  was 
an  "  untied  "  house. 

AUCKLAND  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  BUTTON  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
If  he  is  aware  that  great  dissatisfaction  has 
arisen  amongst  the  Auokland  Volunteers  in 
consequence  of  a  candidate  who  twice  failed  in 
passing  his  examination  being  allowed  to  go  up 
a  third  time  for  examination,  in  breach  of  the 
Volunteer  regulations;  and  whether  he  will 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  alleged 
grievance  ?  He  might  say  that  he  gave  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  what  information  he 
bad  at  his  command  before  putting  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper.  The  Minister  gave 
<him  the  answer  he  had  received  from  the 
Under-Secretary  of  the  department,  and  he 
wired  that  up  to  Auckland,  and  had  received 
*  reply,  which  he  would  read. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  quite  clear  from 
the  latter  pare  of  this  communication  there 
was  a  little  feeling  in  the  matter.  It  was 
proved  absolutely  that  the  officer  referred  to 
was  really  unwell  at  the  time,  and  to  say  that 
that  illness  arose  from  the  fact  that  he  had  to 
pass  the  examination  was  certainly  not  gene- 
rous. The  departmental  reply  was  as  follows : — 

"An  officer  was  by  an  error  examined  in 
-July,  instead  of  the  first  Wednesday  in  Sep- 
tember, the  date  upon  which  he  should  have 
been  examined.  He  failed  at  the  July  ex- 
amination, and  was,  under  the  circumstances, 
allowed  to  present  himself  again  on  the  4th 
September." 

Therefore  the  time  he  would  have  to  prepare 
was  from  July  to  September;  but  he  was  called 
«on  through  inadvertence  to  go  up  for  examina- 


tion in  July,  which  was  against  the  regulations 
of  the  department.  Under  the  circumstances, 
when  the  claim  was  made  to  have  another 
trial,  they  granted  the  request,  the  mistake 
having  arisen  on  the  part  of  the  department. 
He  thought  the  proper  course  had  been  taken. 
He  must  also,  at  the  same  time,  express  his 
regret  that  the  Volunteer  movement,  both  as 
regarded  officers  and  men,  in  the  Auckland 
District  was  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  position, 
and  he  would  deal  with  it  as  soon  as  the  ses- 
sion was  over. 

"  FIRTH  OF  LORNE." 
Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
without  notioe,  whether  he  was  aware  that  the 
barque  "  Firth  of  Lome,"  870  tons,  left  Dun- 
edin  and  made  the  voyage  to  Wellington  with 
only  five  A.B.s,  while  according  to  her  articles 
she  should  have  had  at  least  nine ;  and  if  he 
would  take  such  steps,  in  the  interests  of  pro- 
perty and  life,  as  might  be  necessary  to  prevent 
a  similar  breach  of  a  vessel's  articles  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  his  attention  was 
called  to  it  the  previous  night  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Chalmers.  He  had  not  yet  gone 
into  the  matter,  but  he  proposed  to  do  so,  and 
to  take  such  steps  as  might  be  necessary  to 
meet  the  case. 

SMALL-FARM  ASSOCIATIONS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON,  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  giving  the  names  of  the  several 
small -farm  associations  for  which  land  has 
been  set  apart,  and  giving,  in  respect  of  each, — 
(1)  The  number  of  original  members ;  (2)  the 
amounts  received  as  deposits,  whether  (a)  for 
survey,  or  (6)  otherwise ;  (3)  the  number  of 
members  for  whom  sections  were  balloted; 
(4)  the  area  of  land  so  balloted;  (5)  the  area 
balloted  for  which  has  been  taken  up ;  (6)  the 
area  so  taken  up  which  is  now  in  actual  occu- 
pation ;  (7)  the  arrears  of  rent  due  on  80th 
June,  1895,  in  respect  of  lands  allotted  to  small- 
farm  associations. 

EDUCATION  BOARDS'  EXPENSES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PI  RANI,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
for  the  years  1891,  1892, 1893, 1894,  showing— 
(1)  The  total  amount  allocated  each  year  to 
each  Eduoation  Board  in  the  colony  for  build- 
ing-grant ;  (2)  the  number  of  soholars  on  the 
roll  of  each  education  distriot  at  the  end  of 
each  year  aforesaid ;  (3)  the  total  amount  spent 
by  each  Education  Board  eaoh  year  in  (a)  re- 
pairs and  maintenance,  and  (b)  new  schools ; 
(4)  the  total  number  of  new  schools  completed 
eaoh  year  for  such  Education  Boards ;  (5)  the 
amount  of  grant  per  school  in  each  eduoation 
district ;  and  (6)  the  amount  of  grant  per  head 
of  new  scholars  for  each  distriot  in  each  year 
aforesaid. 

WHANGARA  CASE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  a  message  be  transmitted  to  the 
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Legislative  Council,  requesting  that  the  report 
of  Judge  Barton  on  the  Whangara  case  be  for- 
warded to  the  House  o!  Representatives,  with 
a  view  to  its  being  laid  before  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  of  this  House. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
answer  given  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  his 
question  with  reference  to  the  claims  of  the 
New  Plymouth  bondholders.  In  fact,  it  was 
no  answer  at  all.  The  question  he  had  asked 
was  this :  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  state 
the  result  of  his  recommendation  to  his  col- 
leagues that  the  claims  of  the  New  Plymouth 
bondholders  as  to  the  200,000  acres  given  back 
to  the  Natives  out  of  the  lands  in  the  Taranaki 
Land  District  should  be  referred  to  arbitration  ? 
He  was  sorry  that  the  answer  he  received  was 
unsatisfactory,  and  was  given  evidently  for  the 
purpose  of  misleading  him,  but  he  would  be 
more  sorry  still  if  any  one  in  London  had  been 
misled.  It  was  all  very  well  to  mislead  him 
(Mr.  McGuire)  or  members  of  the  House,  or 
the  people  in  the  colony,  but  he  had  repeatedly 
warned  the  Government  that  it  would  not  pay 
this  colony  to  mislead  the  financial  people  in 
London.  The  committee  of  the  Council  of 
Foreign  Bondholders  had  thoroughly  relied  on 
the  promises  made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
and  they  believed  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  leave  nothing  undone  as  far  as  he 
could  to  have  them  carried  into  effect.  He 
asked  the  honourable  gentleman,  what  would 
they  now  think,  after  reading  the  correspond- 
ence? It  was  now  some  months  since  the 
Council  of  Foreign  Bondholders  communicated 
with  the  Government  as  to  the  result  of  the 
conference  which  had  taken  place  between  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  the  A  gent- General,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  council  and  the  com- 
mittee of  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board 
debenture-holders,  with  reference  to  this  mat- 
ter. The  letter  he  referred  to  was  written  on 
the  18th  of  June  last.  It  must  in  the  ordinary 
course  have  arrived  here  about  the  20th  of 
July.  He  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer  again 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  answer  sent  to  that 
letter.  Would  the  honourable  gentleman  kindly 
state  the  reply  sent,  for  the  information  of  the 
House  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  could  not  answer  a  ques- 
tion like  that  offhand.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wanted  the  information  he  should  take  the 
proper  course  to  get  it. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  simply  warding  off  the  question. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  just  asked  him  if  he  would  tell  him  what 
answer  he  had  sent  to  the  letter.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  knew  he  could  not  tell  him 
that  without  reading  the  correspondence,  and 
he  could  not  do  that  without  having  the  corre- 
spondence by  him. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  this  was  a  very  serious 
matter,  not  only  to  the  colony  but  to  the  bond- 
holders and  ratepayers  affected.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  not 
Mr.  Houston 


given  all  the  information  in  his  power,  for  hia 
own  sake,  for  this  was  a  question  which  in- 
volved the  honour  of  the  colony,  and  also  of  the 
House.  Let  them  look  at  the  position  as  busi- 
ness-men, men  who  were  anxious  to  do  what 
was  fair,  just,  and  honourable.  He  found  that 
on  the  5th  April,  1895,  the  Agent-General 
telegraphed  to  the  Premier,  "Foreign  bond- 
holders still  threaten  oppose  quotations  new 
loan.  Meet  Colonial  Treasurer  Agent- General 
Monday.  Send  at  once  latest  figures  financial 
position  Harbour  Board.  What  interest  payable 
in  London  have  Harbour  Board  remitted?" 
In  reply  to  thiB,  the  Premier  telegraphed  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  on  the  6th  April,  "  Will 
cable  financial  position  Harbour  Board  to-mor- 
row." Then,  they  had  a  telegram  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board, 
giving  the  position  of  the  Board  :— 

11  On  31st  December  last  the  Board  was 
three-fourths  of  the  November  first  coupon  in 
arrear — four  thousand  five  hundred.  Have 
since  remitted  to  London  enough  money  to 
pay  this  and  also  one-half  of  the  May  first, 
1895,  coupon,  leaving  three  thousand  pounds  in 
arrear.  This  will  probably  be  worked  off  by 
thirty-first  December,  1895.  Largest  amount 
in  arrear  was  ten  thousand  six  hundred  pounds, 
on  December  thirty-first,  1890 ;  reduced  now 
to  three  thousand.  Have  paid  full  amount 
and  over  twice  since  default — fourteen  thou- 
sand pounds  in  1893,  and  fifteen  thousand  in 
1894.    Amount  interest,  twelve  thousand." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Seddon  cabled  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  the  financial  position  of  the  Harbour 
Board : — 

"  Secretary  Harbour  Board  advises  that  31st 
December  last  three-fourths  November  coupon 
in  arrear — £4,500.  Board  have  since  remitted 
payment  in  full,  also  half  May,  1895,  coupon, 
leaving  only  £3,000  in  arrear,  and  this  will,  it 
is  very  probable,  be  paid  off  by  31st  December 
next.  Arrears  in  December,  1890,  were  £10,600 ; 
now  reduced  to  £3,000.  Board  have  twice  paid 
full  amount  of  coupon  and  over  since  default — 
£14,000  paid  in  1893,  £15,000  in  1894.  Interest 
payable,  £12,000." 

He  oame  now  to  the  cable  sent  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  the  Premier : — 

"  Result  conference  bondholders  is  proposal 
made  by  Council  arbitrate  on  single  issue* 
Was  the  200,000  acres  restored  to  Natives  part 
of  endowment  of  Harbour  Board?  All  other 
allegations  being  withdrawn,  I  recommend  you 
agree  to  this.  Think  it  desirable  settle  this- 
vexed  question." 

This  was  sent  by  Mr.  Ward  to  the  Prime 
Minister.  Now,  what  did  the  Prime  Minister 
do  on  receiving  this  ?  Did  he  hesitate  ?  No  ; 
he  cabled  back  the  next  day  stating  that  they 
were  about  to  hold  a  Cabinet  meeting  to  go- 
into  the  matter ;  and  that  was  the  last  cable 
received  from  him  as  published  in  the  corre- 
spondence. He  found,  however,  that  the  Prime 
Minister  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer a  few  days  afterwards.  He  supposed  the 
honourable  gentleman  thought  the  work  was 
done  in  London,  and  he  therefore  sent  a  letter 
which  appeared  in  the  correspondence,  and  he 
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mentioned  in  that  letter  having  sent  a  oable 
to  Mr.  Ward  which,  he  (Mr.  MoGuire)  regretted 
to  say,  did  not  appear  in  the  correspondence. 
He  (Mr.  McGuire)  made  use  of  an  expression 
with  reference  to  the  Premier  the  other  day 
which  was  about  to  be  ruled  unparliamentary, 
and  therefore  he  would  not  repeat  it;  but 
no  word  was  more  appropriate  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Have  you  found  them  out  ? 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  it  was  some  consider- 
able time  since  he  found  the  honourable 
gentleman  out.  He  was  dealing  with  a  very 
important  matter,  and  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  allow  him  to  proceed  with  his 
remarks.  This  was  a  very  serious  matter,  and, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  any  considera- 
tion for  his  honour  and  for  the  honour  of  the 
Ministry,  he  thought  this  question  should  be 
ventilated  in  all  its  aspects,  as  the  honour  of  a 
colleague  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  at 
stake.  He  might  say  that  there  was  only  one 
gentleman  he  found  in  London  who  doubted 
the  promises  made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
and,  of  course,  it  might  be  said  this  gentle- 
man was  a  New-Zealander.  He  was  not,  how- 
ever ;  he  did  not  belong  to  the  colony.  What 
*  0  was  asked  for  was  simply  arbitration 
as  to  whether  there  was  a  claim  or  no 
claim;  whether  these  200,000  acres  of  land 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  endowment  or  not. 
It  was  only  just  and  honest  that  this  question 
should  be  thoroughly  investigated  and  arbi- 
trated upon  by  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  Premier  had  said  the  bondholders  were 
getting  their  interest,  and  back  interest :  but 
that  was  not  the  question.  If  there  was  a 
bargain  made,  it  should  be  carried  out  to 
the  letter;  and  if  a  promise  had  been  made, 
it  should  be  fulfilled.  Now,  with  referenoe  to 
this  letter  of  the  Prime  Minister's  which  he 
he  wrote  on  the  18th,  honourable  gentlemen 
would  note  that  the  language  contained  in  it 
was  very  bold  when  compared  with  his  cable  of 
the  11th,  in  which  he  said  that  the  Cabinet 
was  considering  the  matter  :— 

"  The  Treasury,  Wellington, 
" 18th  April,  1895. 
"  Sib, — With  reference  to  your  cablegram  of 
the  5th  instant,  informing  me  of  the  threatened 
opposition  of  foreign  bondholders  to  quotation 
of  the  loan  we  are  about  to  issue,  and  subse- 
quent messages  between  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  myself,  which  you  have  doubt- 
less seen,  I  cannot  but  express  my  surprise 
at  the  persistence  of  these  bondholders  in 
clamouring  to  the  Government  to  remedy  al- 
leged wrongs  which  the  Parliament  and  the 
Co  vein  men  t  have  on  several  previous  occasions 
declined  to  recognise.  If  they  are  so  dissatisfied 
with  their  security  (now  apparently  quoted  at 
'£5  premium),  I  cannot  imagine  why  they  do 
not  relieve  themselves  of  anxiety  by  selling  out 
•at  such  a  handsome  profit  as  they  can  realise 
at  will.  It  is  impossible  to  regard  the  threat 
of  opposition  to  the  loan  seriously,  or  as  being 
other  than  a  practical  admission  of  the  ground- 
lessness of  the  claim  put  forward. 


"  That  the  committee  of  the  Stock  Exchange 
could  stultify  themselves  as  they  would  by  re- 
fusing quotation  of  the  loan  I  cannot  believe, 
when  they  make  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  terms  of  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board 
debentures  and  all  the  facts  relating  to  the 
case.  To  injure  the  colony's  credit  could  do 
no  one  any  good,  while  it  would,  of  course, 
have  the  double  effect  of  depressing  all  our 
local-government  securities  and  embarrassing 
the  finances  in  the  colony,  whioh,  in  turn, 
would  affect  commerce,  and  thereby  diminish 
the  revenues  of  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Board. 

"  I  enclose  extracts  from  the  New  Zealand 
Times,  which,  I  think,  fairly  express  publio 
opinion  on  the  question  in  the  colony. 

"  In  view  of  what  I  have  here  said,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  cabling  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
my  distinct  refusal  to  allow,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  of  the  colony,  any  roference  to 
arbitration  in  respect  of  a  grievance  of  the 
holders  of  the  debentures,  who  aceftiired  them 
with  the  distinct  statement  on  their  face  that 
the  colony  has  no  liability  in  connection  with 
them. — I  am,  &c, 

"  R.  J.  Seddon 
"  (For  the  Colonial  Treasurer)." 

What  did  the  Premier  say  in  his  cablegram 
of  the  11th  ?  Did  he  not  cable  to  Mr.  Ward 
that  the  Cabinet  was  considering  the  ques- 
tion? But  in  his  letter  of  the  18th  instant 
honourable  members  would  note  that  he  wound 
up  with  the  following  paragraph  : — 

"  In  view  of  what  I  have  here  said,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  cabling  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
my  distinct  refusal  to  allow,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  of  the  colony,  any  reference  to  ar- 
bitration." 

Where  was  that  cablegram  that  the  Premier 
referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  18th  ?  Did  the 
Premier  withhold  it  from  this  correspondence? 
Was  there  a  cablegram  of  that  nature  sent? 
If  there  was,  did  the  Colonial  Treasurer  bring 
it  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  of  Foreign 
Bondholders  ?  He  waited  for  a  reply.  Why  was 
it  not  in  the  correspondence  laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— In  the  words  of  the  Scotch 
song,  "  Oh  1  where  ?  tell  me  where  1 " 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  that  whatever  happened 
this  colony  could  afford  to  be  honest.  He  asked 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  where  that  cablegram 
was.  Why  was  it  withheld  from  this  corre- 
spondence— from  the  paper  laid  on  the  table  ? 
Would  the  Premier  produce  this  telegram? 
Honourable  gentlemen  who  followed  the  Go- 
vernment might  yell  out  and  interrupt  as  much 
as  they  thought  proper,  but  the  time  would 
oome  when  the  country  would  have  men  who 
would  have  some  backbone,  who  would  think 
for  themselves,  and  above  all  things  conserve 
the  honour  of  this  country.  This  was  a  very 
serious  matter  he  was  speaking  about,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  not  be  further  interrupted. 
Now,  with  respect  to  the  letter  sent  by  direo- 
|  tion  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Lubbock,  he 
j  would  read  it  to  the  House  :— 
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"13th  June,  1895. 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  Council  of  Foreign 
Bondholders  to  communicate  to  you  the  result 
of  the  conferences  which  have  recently  been 
held  between  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the 
Agent-General  of  New  Zealand  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  council  and  the  committee 
of  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  deben- 
ture-holders. 

14  You  will  see  from  our  letter  of  the  8th 
February,  1892,  addressed  to  tho  late  Mr. 
Ballance,  that,  at  a  meeting  of  the  principal 
bondholders,  which  took  place  at  that  time,  a 
resolution  was  passed  stating  that  in  their 
opinion  the  treatment  received  by  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board 
loan  justified  an  opposition  to  the  quotation  of 
any  New  Zealand  loan  on  the  Stock  Exchange, 
and  requesting  the  Council  of  Foreign  Bond- 
holders to  give  the  bondholders  their  support. 

"In  communicating  this  resolution  to  Mr. 
Ballance  the  council  expressed  their  great  re- 
luctance to,  adopt  such  a  course,  and  begged 
the  Colonial  Government  to  take  steps  in  order 
to  obviate  this  extreme  measure. 

"  In  the  following  July  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  act  with  the  counoil  to  proteot  the 
bondholders'  interests,  and  this  was  duly  com- 
municated to  the  then  Premier  in  our  letter  of 
the  12th  of  that  month. 

"  On  the  10th  January,  1898,  the  chairman 
of  the  counoil  addressed  a  personal  communi- 
cation to  Mr,  Ballance  on  the  same  subject, 
informing  him  that  the  bondholders'  commit- 
tee had  pressed  the  council  to  take  action  in 
the  matter,  and  again  expressed  his  earnest 
hope  that  an  adjustment  might  be  arrived  at, 
so  as  to  render  any  such  step  unnecessary. 

"  Subsequently,  on  the  22nd  February,  1893, 
a  general  meeting  of  bondholders  was  held, 
when  further  resolutions  were  passed  request- 
ing the  council  to  take  all  such  measures  as 
they  might  deem  desirable  for  the  protection 
of  the  bondholders'  interests,  and  calling  on 
holders  to  deposit  their  bonds  with  the  council. 
These  resolutions  were  communicated  to  Mr. 
Ballance  in  our  letter  of  the  23rd  February, 
1893. 

"  In  September,  1894,  we  received  from  the 
Agent-General  a  copy  of  the  Budget  of  the 
Hon.  J.  G.  Ward,  in  which  he  announoed  that 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  ask 
Parliament  to  assent  to  legislation  authorising 
the  raising  in  London  of  a  sum  not  excoeding 
£1,500,000  per  annum,  to  be  advanced  to  settlers 
in  the  colony.  The  committee  at  once  wrote 
to  Sir  Westby  Perceval,  reminding  him  of  the 
resolutions  they  had  passed  with  regard  to  op- 
posing the  quotation  of  any  new  loan — a  course 
which,  to  their  regret,  they  felt  compelled  to 
adopt,  as  the  only  means  left  them  of  asserting 
the  bondholders'  claims. 

"Matters  remained  in  this  unsatisfactory 
condition  until  a  few  woeks  ago,  when  the 
council  determined  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
presence  in  London  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  see  if  some  solution  of  the  difficulty  could 
not  be  found.  A  speoial  committee  of  members 
of  the  council— consisting  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Mr.  McOuire 


Sir  John  Lubbock,  Bart.,  M.P. ;  the  Bight  Hon. 
Lord  Playfair,  G.C.B. ;  the  Right  Hon.  W,  L. 
Jackson,  M.P.;  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Thornton,  G.C.B.;;  Admiral  Field,  M.P.;  his 
Honour  Judge  Snagge;  W.  H.  Bishop,  Esq. 
—was  appointed  to  meet  and  confer  with  Mr. 
Ward,  whose  courteous  and  conciliatory  atti- 
tude they  are  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
acknowledging." 

He  might  say  here  that  Mr.  Ward  left  a  very 
good  impression  on  these  people.  How  long 
that  impression  was  to  remain  he  did  not 
know.    The  letter  went  on  to  say, — 

"  As  the  result  of  the  conferences  with  him 
and  the  Agent-General,  it  has  been  finally 
agreed  that  Mr.  Ward  should  recommend  his 
Government  to  submit  to  arbitration  the  ques- 
tion, Whether  the  200,000  acres  of  land  re- 
turned to  the  Natives  in  the  Taranaki  District 
in  1882-83  formed  part  of  the  endowment  of 
the  Harbour  Board,  and  consequently  of  the 
security  pledged  to  the  bondholders,  or  not. 
It  was  at  first  decided  that  Mr.  Ward  should 
cable  the  Colonial  Government  on  the  matter ; 
but  it  was  suggested  by  the  Agent- General  that, 
as  Mr.  Ward  was  about  to  return  to  the  colony, 
it  would  be  better  to  give  him  the  opportunity 
of  explaining  the  question  fully  to  his  colleagues. 
This  proposal  was  agreed  to,  and  we  now  hope 
to  hear  shortly  from  the  Government  that  they 
are  in  accord  with  Mr.  Ward's  views. 

"  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  suggested  arbi- 
tration is  the  best  possible  solution  of  a  ques- 
tion which,  until  it  is  finally  disposed  of,  must 
remain  a  constant  source  of  annoyance  to  the 
Government  and  irritation  to  the  bondholders. 
It  has  not  been  without  considerable  difficulty 
that  the  counoil  has  induced  the  bondholders' 
committee  to  aocept  the  course  proposed,  and 
suspend  their  right  to  oppose  the  quotation  of 
the  new  loan  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange. 
In  this  they  have  been  greatly  assisted  by  Mr. 
McGuire,  the  member  for  Egmont,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  London  at  the  time. 

"  The  council  feel  assured  that  you  will 
recognise  the  efforts  made  by  them  to  arrive  at 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  question,  and 
that  your  Government  will  willingly  adopt  the 
proposal  now  under  their  consideration,  as  the 
best  means  of  arriving  at  a  speedy  and  honour- 
able settlement  of  the  differences  between  the 
bondholders  and  the  Colonial  Government. 
"  Jambs  P.  Cooper." 

Honourable  gentlemen  would  notice  that  it 
was  at  first  decided  that  Mr.  Ward  should 
cable  the  Government  on  the  matter ;  but  it  was 
suggested  by  the  Agent-General,  as  Mr.  Ward 
was  about  returning  to  the  colony,  it  would  be 
better  to  give  him  the  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing the  question  fully  to  his  colleagues.  In 
his  (Mr.  McGuire 'e)  opiniou,  the  Council  of 
Foreign  Bondholders  did  not  act  prudently  and 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  holders  of  New 
Plymouth  debentures.  They  should  not  have 
acoepted  the  suggestion  of  the  Agent-General. 
The  Minister  of '  Labour  might  laugh.  He 
might  tell  the  Minister  of  Labour  he  was  there 
at  a  very  opportune  time — at  a  time  when  he 
was  very  much  wanted;  and,  perhaps,  if  he 
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had  not  been  there  the  8-per-cent.  loan  would 
have  coat  a  great  deal  more  than  it  had  cost 
the  colony.  He  hoped  that,  when  the  pre- 
sent wretched  system  of  narty  government  was 
dead  and  buried,  Mr.  Ward  would  give  him 
that  credit  which  was  due  to  him.  Mr.  Ward 
knew  that  on  that  ocoasion  he  rendered  good 
service  to  New  Zealand.  He  felt  convinced 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  act 
in  a  straightforward  and  honourable  way.  Mr. 
Ward,  when  in  London,  made  certain  promises 
as  to  arbitration.  He  had  no  doubt  in  his 
mind  at  the  time  but  Mr.  Ward  would,  on  his 
return  to  the  colony,  carry  them  out  in  such  a 
manner  as  would  reflect  credit  upon  himself 
and  the  colony.  He  hoped  the  Prime  Minister 
would  not  place  Mr.  Ward,  or  any  other 
Colonial  Treasurer  who  might  happen  to  go 
to  London  on  business,  in  a  false  position  in 
future.  It  appeared  from  the  letter  of  the 
18th  that  the  cables  sent  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter were  sent  for  the  purpose  of  misleading 
his  colleague  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Agent- 
General,  and  the  bondholders.  He  therefore 
trusted  that  Mr.  Ward,  for  his  own  honour  and 
the  honour  of  this  young  colony,  would  see 
that  the  promises  he  made  to  the  bondholders 
in  London  would  be  given  effect  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  seconded  the  motion  pro 
formd.  This  was  not  the  first  time  in  that 
House  that  they  had  heard  of  the  New  Ply- 
mouth Harbour  Board  bonds,  and  charges  had 
been  hurled  against  respective  Governments 
in  regard  to  this  question.  This  matter  had 
been  fully  inquired  into  time  after  time,  and 
with  only  one  result.  His  was  not  the  Go- 
vernment that  made  the  arrangement.  It 
was  not  the  present  Government  that  re- 
turned the  land  to  the  Native  owners  —  at 
least,  that  dealt  with  the  land  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  —  and  why  should 
he  make  such  a  determined  attack  upon  the 
Government  about  this  matter?  This  dispute 
had  been  going  on  for  years.  The  honour- 
able member  had  kept  clearly  back  from  that 
correspondence  a  letter  sent  by  Sir  John 
Lubbock  to  the  Government  so  far  back  as 
1892,  when  the  bondholders  threatened  the 
same  course  that  they  threatened  last  year. 
Immediately  they  found  any  financial  opera- 
tion going  on  on  the  part  of  New  Zealand 
they  took  the  opportunity  of  threatening  that, 
unless  the  colony  restored  this  land  to  the  New 
Plymouth  Harbour  Board  area,  they  would  use 
their  influence  to  prevent  New  Zealand  stook 
from  being  quoted  upon  'Change.  He  simply 
said  this,  and  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  it : 
that  it  was  a  most  extraordinary  transaction 
from  beginning  to  end  on  the  part  of  the  bond- 
holders to  make  that  threat,  and,  whenever 
the  opportunity  arose,  to  embrace  it  and  re- 
peat that  threat.  They  were  told  two  years 
ago,  befove  this  matter  came  on  at  all,  in  a 
letter  which  the  honourable  member  had  not 
quoted  —  Sir  John  Lubbock  and  the  bond- 
holders were  told  by  the  Government  in  that 
letter  that  the  Government  would  positively 
not  do  anything  in  respect  of  this  matter; 
and  they  then,  in  effect,  told  Sir  John  Lub- 


bock and  the  bondholders  that  they  could  take 
any  action  they  thought  proper  and  do  their 
worst,  and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Sir  John 
Lubbock  or  these  holders  of  New  Plymouth 
debentures  to  injure  the  oredit  of  the  colony, 
or  prevent  its  going  to  the  London  money- 
market  when  necessary. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  there  was  no  statement 
in  any  of  the  Premier's  letters  where  he  said 
they  could  do  their  very  worst. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  correspondence 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  seen 
at  all.  Now,  they  were  told  they  should  be 
honest,  and  that  they  should  be  truthful ;  and 
the  honourable  gentleman,  he  thought,  ad- 
dressed that  to  him.  Well,  he  would  tell  the 
House  —  he  would  give  honourable  members 
and  the  New  Plymouth  bondholders  the  history 
of  a  certain  proposed  transaction — and  mem- 
bers would  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves  as 
to  how  far  honesty  was  uppermost,  how  far 
truthfulness  and  right  and  proper  behaviour 
in  connection  with  the  transaction  were  borne 
out  as  between  the  Government  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  on  a 
visit  to  a  place  called  Hawera,  in  the  North 
Island,  nearly  three  years  ago,  and  he  was  at 
the  hotel  there.  He  was  waited  upon  by  the 
member  for  the  distriot,  Mr.  McGuire.  Mr. 
MoGuire  desired  to  see  him  in  reference  to 
what  he  said  was  an  important  public  matter; 
and  he  gave  him  an  audience. 

Sir  R.  8TOUT.— What  year? 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought,  over  two  years  ago 
— a  little  over  two  years  ago.  It  was  in  refer- 
ence to  these  New  Plymouth  Harbour  bond- 
holders, and  in  respect  to  this  question  of  the 
colony  and  the  debenture-holders.  Some  time 
before  this  the  Harbour  Board  had  defaulted. 
They  had  not  paid  their  interest,  and  the 
defaulting  on  the  part  of  the  Harbour  Board 
had  necessarily  lowered  the  price  of  the  deben- 
tures. At  that  time,  he  thought,  they  were 
quoted  at  about  70.  Now,  this  was  the  pro- 
posal which  the  honourable  member  made  to 
him  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  :  He  asked  him, 
as  one  of  the  Government,  to  endeavour — the 
Premier  (Mr.  Ball  an  ce)  was  unwell  at  the  time 
— he  asked  him  to  endeavour  to  see  effect  given 
to  this.    He  said, — 

"In  my  opinion,  the  Harbour  Board  will  be 
able  to  pay  its  interest  in  May  next,  but  the 
bondholders  do  not  know  it.  If  they  knew  it 
could  pay  its  interest  the  debentures  would  go 
up  at  once.  Now,  whilst  this  information  is 
kept  from  them,  my  proposal  to  the  Govern- 
ment is  that  you  should  at  once  go  and  autho- 
rise a  purchaser  in  London  to  purchase  the 
whole  of  these  debentures  owing  to  their  low 
price,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  in 
ignorance  of  the  true  position  of  the  Board. 
Now  is  the  opportunity  to  secure  their  deben- 
tures." 

That  was  the  proposal  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  to  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  gave  the  honourable 
gentleman  his  opinion  on  the  spot  on  what  he 
thought  of  such  a  proposal.  The  honourable 
gentleman  talked  about  honesty,  and  posed  as  a 
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friend  of  the  debenture-holders  ;  yet  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  devoid  of  principle  and  had 
followed  his  advice  and  carried  out  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  then  said — it  would  have 
been  financially  a  splendid  transaction,  because 
the  debentures  were  now  up  to  105 — would  that 
have  been  in  the  interest  of  the  debenture- 
holders?  That  transaction  might  have  been 
done  by  that  class  of  gentlemen  who  were  lo- 
cated in  Petticoat  Lane,  but  to  make  such  a 
proposal  as  that  to  the  Government  of  the 
colony  was  audacious  and  improper,  and  no 
Minister  or  Government  having  self-respect 
could  possibly  entertain  it  for  a  moment.  No 
Oovernment  could  be  a  party  to  such  a  ne- 
farious transaction  as  that,  for  if  they  were 
they  would  not  be  deserving  of  a  seat  on  the 
Treasury  benches  or  of  a  seat  in  that  House. 
He  thought  the  debenture-holders  in  London 
would  be  now  for  the  first  time  made  aware  of 
how  the  honourable  gentleman  was  prepared 
to  treat  them ;  and  he  said  they  owed  to  the 
Government  their  thanks.  The  Government 
had  said,  No.  It  looked  prior  to  this  as  though 
the  debenture -holders  had  lost  some  of  their 
money,  it  was  true.  However,  the  Government 
saw  there  was  a  possibility  of  the  debentures 
going  up  to  par,  seeing  that  the  Harbour  Board 
-could  pay  their  interest  and  make  good  any 
default,  and  the  Government  considered  that 
•the  debenture-holders  were  entitled  to  the  im- 

?rovement  in  the  position  of  their  investments, 
f  they  had  done  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man advised,  and  had  kept  back  this  informa- 
tion from  the  debenture-holders,  and  taken  the 
debentures  at  a  discount  of  nearly  30  per  cent., 
which  was  the  proposal  made  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  the  Government,  what  would 
•have  been  the  result  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man stated  at  the  time  that  this  would  be  a 
great  stroke,  equal  to  Disraeli's  purchase  of 
the  Suez  Canal  service ;  and  be  was  astounded 
when  he  found  that  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  not  prepared  to  be  a 
party  to  such  a  nefarious  transaction.  The 
honourable  gentleman  could  not  deny  this: 
that  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  said  to  him  at  the  time, 
"  I  will  tell  you  at  once,  and  that  very  plainly, 
I  cannot  be  a  party  to  it."  The  honourable 
member  was  then  very  much  dissatisfied  with 
him  in  reference  to  that  subject,  and  probably 
that  was  the  cause  of  his  dissatisfaction  from 
that  day  to  the  present  time.  He  told  the 
honourable  gentleman  he  had  better  write  to 
the  Premier  about  it ;  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man did  write  to  the  late  Mr.  Ballance,  making 
the  same  proposals,  and  that  letter,  with  the 
proposals  contained  therein,  were  now  given  to 
the  world ;  so  one  thing  could  be  taken  against 
the  other,  and  he  was  not  at  all  egotistical 
-when  he  thought  the  world  would  say  the 
Government  were  honest  to  the  bondholders 
of  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board,  whilst 
the  honourable  gentleman,  if  the  Government 
had  carried  out  his  recommendation,  would 
have  acted  absolutely  dishonestly  and  dis- 
honourably. 

Captain  RUSSELL  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  alleged  that  a 
Mr.  Seddon 


member  of  the  House  was  dishonest  and  dis- 
honourable. The  words  the  honourable  gentle- 
man used  were  these :  "  If  we  had  adopted  the 
suggestion  of  the  honourable  member  we  should 
have  been  dishonest  and  dishonourable."  That 
was  an  imputation  of  dishonesty  and  dishonour 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  which  he  thought 
ought  to  be  withdrawn. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  thought  he  must 
rule  that  these  words  did  not  impute  dishonest 
and  dishonourable  con  duo  t  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Do  you  rule  that  that 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Captain  RUSSELL  presumed  that  was  all 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  wanted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  explained  that  what  he  had 
said  was  that  if  they  had  done  this  it  would 
have  been  dishonest  and  dishonourable  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  he  was  still  firmly 
of  that  opinion.  He  did  not  think  there  was  a 
member  of  that  House,  with  the  exception  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  who  made 
the  proposal,  but  would  admit  that  his  view  of 
the  question  was  the  correct  one ;  and  it  would 
not  have  been  to  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
and,  in  fact,  it  would  have  been  dishonourable, 
with  the  information  then  at  their  command,  if 
they  had  bought  up  the  whole  of  the  deben- 
tures whilst  the  owners  themselves  were  not  in 
a  position  to  know  that  the  New  Plymouth 
Harbour  Board  was  in  a  condition  to  pay  the 
interest  and  make  good  the  default.  The  Go- 
vernment were  advised  to  do  it  before  May, 
and  they  were  told  that  the  Board  would  be 
able  to  pay  its  interest.  The  information  would 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  made  the  suggestion,  and  it  would  not 
have  been  given  to  the  bondholders.  He  there- 
fore felt,  under  those  circumstances,  that  it 
was  flattery  to  be  abused  by  the  honourable 
member,  seeing  that  it  arose  owing  to  his  (Mr. 
Seddon's)  refusal  to  comply  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  wish  in  regard  to  taking 
advantage  of  the  bondholders.  He  did  not 
believe  in  imputing  motives  in  respect  to 
public  questions,  but  it  was  well  known  that 
the  honourable  member  represented  a  district 
in  which  there  were  a  very  large  number  of 
ratepayers,  and,  if  they  could  possibly  enlarge 
the  area  over  which  the  security  would  ex- 
tend, there  would  be  a  reduction  of  the  rates 
payable  by  the  whole  of  the  ratepayers,  and  the 
honourable  member  must  admit  that  he  him- 
self would  be  amongst  that  number  of  rate- 
payers, and  would  therefore  participate  in  the 
benefits  to  be  derived.  However,  they  knew 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  thoroughly  un- 
selfish in  bringing  this  matter  forward,  and 
he  would  say  no  more  on  that  point.  Now, 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  deny  the 
existence  of  this  letter,  but  it  might  be  in- 
teresting to  the  House  to  know  what  the  late 
Mr.  John  Ballance  thought  of  this  transaction. 
This  was  the  reply  he  gave  to  the  honourable 
member : — 

•*  The  Government  have  had  under  considera- 
tion your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  and  in  re- 
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ply  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  they  are  unable 
to  entertain  the  proposals  contained  therein, 
believing  that  to  do  so  would  be  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  ignorance  of  the  bondholders  as  to 
the  actual  position  of  the  Board.  The  financial 
operation,  it  seems  to  the  Government,  would 
therefore  be  of  an  objectionable  character." 

That  was  the  reply  the  honourable  gentle- 
man got  from  their  late  chief,  and  that  was 
unanimously  the  opinion  of  the  Government 
as  to  a  telegram  that  had  been  mentioned. 
He  thought  he  was  in  Wellington  when  the 
communication  came  from  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  Ministers.  As  this  was  a  very  large 
question,  he  could  send  no  other  reply  to  the 
Treasurer  at  the  time  than  that  he  would  bring 
the  matter  before  Cabinet.  He  did  bring  the 
matter  before  Cabinet,  and  the  result  was  that 
they  deferred  it  because  they  had  no  further  in- 
formation than  they  had  before.  They  decided 
that  it  should  be  held  over  until  the  Colonial 
Treasurer's  return,  beoause  he  might  have  in- 
formation which  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  at  the  time.  As  regarded  the 
telegram  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man as  giving  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  opinion,  that 
was  confidential  as  between  himself  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ward.  He  could  not  then  Bpeak  for 
the  Ministry  in  the  matter,  thero  being  only 
himself  and  another  Minister  present  in  Wel- 
lington at  the  time,  and  the  question  was  put 
off  until  Mr.  Ward's  return,  and  until  the 
Cabinet  could  decide  it;  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
did  not  see  that  he  could  have  done  anything 
else.  If  there  was  anything  discreditable  in 
that,  then  he  pleaded  guilty,  but  he  could  have 
done  nothing  else  under  the  circumstances. 
Without  further  information  he  was  not  going 
to  reverse  the  decisions  of  previous  Govern- 
ments, or  their  own.  He  knew  that  Mr.  Ward 
would  probably  have  some  information  in 
London  which  was  not  before  the  Government, 
and  that  was  why  be  did  not  deal  with  it.  He 
-did  not  wish  to  put  his  colleague  in  a  false 
-position.  The  action  of  the  Government  had 
been  straightforward  and  honourable,  and  the 
Treasurer  had  kept  faith  with  the  bondholders. 
He  had  promised  them  to  recommend  that 
arbitration  in  respect  to  the  land  returned  to 
the  Natives  should  take  place,  and  that  recom- 
mendation he  had  made. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— What  is  the  answer? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  answer  was  that  the 
matter  was  still  under  consideration.     There 
was  no  urgency  in  this  matter.    The  bond- 
holders of  the  Harbour  Board  had  made  good 
-the  default  to  within  £8,000,  and  next  year 
the  back  interest  would  be  paid  and  the  default 
"made  good,  and  any  risk  of  default  in  future 
was  very  remote  indeed.     The  population  of 
-the  district  was  increasing,  and  its  wealth  was 
increasing,  and  the  security  of  the  bondholder 
was  increasing,  and  there  was  no  doubt  what- 
ever as  to  the  Harbour  Board  being  able  to 
'meet  its  engagements  with  the  bondholders. 
•     Mr.  McGUIRE.— What  about  the  unfortu- 
nate ratepayers  ? 

'  Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
*nan   had  told  them  all  along  that  what  he 


was  doing  was  being  done  in  the  interest  of  the 
bondholders — to  increase  their  security ;  but 
now  he  admitted  what  actuated  him  in  moving 
in  the  matter.  It  was  to  bring  in  a  larger 
number  of  ratepayers,  so  as  to  ease  the  other 
ratepayers  who  were  within  the  rating -area. 
The  House  and  the  country  and  the  bond- 
holders would  now  know  what  the  honourable 
member  was  driving  at.  As  he  had  said,  it 
was  a  most  difficult  matter  to  deal  with,  and 
they  required  to  be  very  careful  in  handling  it. 

Mr.  McGUIRE,  by  way  of  personal  explana- 
tion, said  the  Minister  had  misrepresented 
what  he  had  done.  He  certainly  did  want  the 
Government  to  make  this  guarantee,  and  he 
actually  wrote  two  letters  to  the  late  Mr.  Bal- 
lance,  which,  with  the  replies,  were  embalmed 
in  Hansard.  He  was  not  ashamed  of  anything 
he  had  done  in  the  matter,  as  he  thought  it 
was  a  very  proper  business  transaction.  Now, 
there  was  hardly  a  scintilla  of  truth 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  going  beyond  the 
bounds  of  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said  there  was  not  a  scintilla  of  truth  in 
what  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  said. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— No;  I  did  not  say  anything 
of  the  sort. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  he  heard  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  say,  "  there  is 
not  a  scintilla  of  truth,"  but  at  that  he  stopped 
him. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  the  Premier  was  a  great 
romancer,  at  any  rate. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  reminded  him 
tha*-  he  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said,  having  now  heard 
the  speech  of  the  Premier  in  reply  to  the 
question  and  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont,  he  would  tell  the  House  that 
the  Hon.  the  Premier  had  missed  the  point 
of  the  question  altogether.  The  question  that 
was  under  dispute  two  years  ago  was  when 
the  bondholders  had  written  to  the  Government 
and  offered  to  take  4  per  cent,  instead  of  6 
per  cent.,  which  would  relieve  the  industrial 
settlers  and  ratepayers  of  his  district  of  £4,000 
a  year  interest.  That  was  what  was  under 
dispute  at  that  time.  The  Government  replied 
that  they  could  not  see  their  way  dear  to  ac- 
cept the"  said  offer.  They  had  always  said  it 
was  a  "  flying -back  "  policy  on  the  part  of 
any  country  or  any  Government  not  to  take 
a  bond  fide  chance  of  reducing  the  interest 
by  £4,000  a  year ;  saving  £4,000  a  year  to  the 
colony  and  to  the  ratepayers.  But  they  did 
not  take  that  opportunity,  and  consequently 
they  did  not  finance  in  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic. However,  the  chance  had  gone  by  now, 
and  it  was  of  no  use  harping  at  the  Government 
in  connection  with  a  thing  that  was  past.  As  the 
Premier  had  said,  the  finances  of  the  Harbour 
Board  were  greatly  improving.  When  he  went 
on  the  Board  as  a  member  they  were  £12,000 
in  arrear.  They  had  paid  up  the  interest  to  the 
end  of  last  year,  and  by  next  Christmas  they 
would  have  paid  up  every  farthing  of  the  back 
interest.     A  large  amount  of  land  had  been 
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taken  up,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  district  was 
vastly  improving ;  and  the  bondholders,  in  all 
fairness,  had  a  right  to  ask  the  Government 
what  they  had  asked.  There  was  a  time  in  the 
history  of  this  country  when  200,000  acres  of 
land  were  taken  out  of  that  area,  representing 
a  value  of  £400,000.  If  that  were  reinstated  and 
given  back  again,  what  would  be  the  result  ? 
m  oq  As  the  Premier  had  stated,  it  would 
'  lessen  the  burden  of  taxation  on  the 
already  overtaxed  population,  and  also  be  the 
means  of  giving  to  the  Harbour  Board  some- 
thing like  £19,000  or  £20,000.  Now,  if  they 
could  only  get  that  to  go  on  with  the  work, 
what  a  splendid  thing  it  would  be !  It  had 
always  been  a  question  as  lo  whether  this 
land  was  rightly  or  wrongly  taken.  He,  him- 
self, believed  it  was  the  right  thing  for  the 
Government  of  the  day  to  take  it  and  give 
it  back  to  the  Natives.  It  was  the  means  of 
reconciling  the  Natives  who  had  been  under 
rebellion,  and  it  was  an  act  of  justice,  mercy, 
and  fairness,  and  an  act  of  good  policy.  But 
it  was  taken  baok  from  land  that  had  been 
given  after  it  was  stated  openly  in  the  market, 
when  the  loan  was  being  floated,  that  the  land 
was  bounded  by  the  sea  on  one  side,  by  the 
Opunake  on  the  other,  and  by  the  Mokau 
on  the  other  side,  and  it  was  all  pledged  at 
Is.  in  the  pound,  and  on  the  strength  of  this 
the  bondholders  lent  the  money,  and  then 
this  area  was  taken  away.  Then,  by  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  not  selling  the 
land  but  disposing  of  it  under  perpetual  lease, 
the  revenue  was  put  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
Board  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  Board 
could  not  meet  their  engagements.  He  thought 
it  was  only  fair  and  just  and  honest  that  the 
matter  should  be  submitted  to  arbitration. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  told  him,  in 
answer  to  a  question,  that  as  soon  as  he  had 
got  in  writing  from  the  bondholders  an  appli- 
cation stating  what  they  wanted,  he  was 
willing  that  an  Arbitration  Court  should  be 
set  up,  and  that  the  matter  should  go  to  arbi- 
tration, and  that  the  Government  would  let  it 
be  decided  by  arbitration.  All  they  now  asked 
was,  Had  an  application  been  received  from 
the  bondholders  to  submit  the  case  to  arbitra- 
tion; and,  if  so,  when  would  an  Arbitration 
Court  be  set  up  ?  This  was  the  proper  time  for 
the  members  for  the  district  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion— when  Parliament  was  in  session  —  as  a 
vote  of  the  House  might  have  to  be  taken  on 
this  question.  As  he  had  stated  before,  they 
were  very  thankful  for  what  Government  and 
Parliament  had  done ;  they  knew  they  had 
saved  the  harbour  from  destruction,  and  they 
were  prepared  to  give  them  credit  for  it.  But 
what  they  did  say  was  that,  notwithstanding  the 
valuable  assistance  they  had  rendered  to  the 
harbour,  they  should  let  this  case  go  to  arbitra- 
tion ;  if  the  Arbitration  Court  gave  it  against 
them,  there  was  an  end  to  the  matter,  and  they 
would  have  to  paddle  their  own  canoe.  But 
he  firmly  and  conscientiously  believed  that  if 
the  Arbitration  Court  was  set  up  the  verdict 
of  that  Court  would  be  that  there  should  be 
some  restitution  of  the  land  taken  ;  and  that 
Mr.  E.  M.  Smith 


would  be  the  means  of  placing  funds  in 
the  hands  of  the  Harbour  Board  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  their  great  national  work. 
He  was  sorry  his  colleague  had  been  so  severe 
on  the  Government,  and  had  got  a  little  ex- 
cited. He  could  quite  understand  that  the 
Government  had  important  matters  in  hand 
during  the  session,  such  as  the  bank  business 
and  other  large  questions,  and  had  really  not 
had  time  to  consider  the  matter  in  Cabinet 
just  at  once  ;  but  he  asked  and  implored  them 
at  the  earliest  opportunity  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter in  Cabinet,  and  set  up  an  Arbitration  Court 
to  settle  this  long -vexed  question.  To  keep 
faith  with  the  bondholders  would  be  to  the 
interests  of  the  colony  and  to  the  credit  of  the 
colony.  Or  let  the  Government  carry  out  the 
offer  made  by  the  late  John  Bal lance,  Premier, 
when  he  offered  to  the  late  Chairman  of  the 
Harbour  Board,  Mr.  Thomas  King,  100,000- 
acres  of  land  as  a  compromise.  He  (Mir. 
Smith)  hoped  the  Government  would  do  that. 

Captain  RUSSELL  could  not  help  being 
amused  with  the  Premier  adopting  his  usual 
tactics  of  denouncing  his  adversaries  and  talking 
skilfully  all  round  the  question.  The  Premier 
told  them  it  was  not  the  first  time  that  the  sor- 
rows of  the  debenture-holders  of  the  New  Ply- 
mouth Harbour  Board  loan  had  been  discussed 
in  the  House.  That  was  quite  true,  but  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  He  told  them 
also  that  various  Governments  had  been  at- 
tacked in  connection  with  the  alleged  negleot- 
of  the  bondholders,  and  departures  from  the 
original  provisions  under  which  the  loan  was 
procured.  That  also  was  perfectly  true,  but  it 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  at  all. 
What  he  understood  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Egmont  wanted  to  know  was,  what, 
action  the  Government  intended  to  take  in 
connection  with  the  promise  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer made  to  the  bondholders  in  London,  that, 
so  far  as  his  influenoe  could  go,  the  matter 
should  be  submitted  to  arbitration.  They  had 
been  given  no  information  on  that  point  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD  Baid  he  had  answered  the  ques- 
tion that  afternoon. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  had  failed  to  get 
any  clearer  in  his  own  mind  from  the  answer 
of  the  Treasurer ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that, 
the  position  was  a  perfectly  simple  one,  and 
one  which  he  did  think  reflected  discredit  on 
the  Government.  The  Colonial  Treasurer, 
when  in  London,  apparently  was  interviewed 
by  the  bondholders ;  and  he— speaking  with  all 
the  seeming  authority  of  one  who  was  described 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  as  a. 
special  ambassador  sent  from  the  colony  to 
negotiate  the  financial  affairs  of  New  Zea- 
land  

Mr.  WARD.— The  honourable  member  said 
the  Agent-General  was  the  ambassador. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  allude  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  It  would  appear  the  Treasurer 
went  Home  either  on  purely  private  business, 
as  they  had  on  his  departure  been  told,  or 
else  solely  to  negotiate  with  regard  to  the 
finanoial  affairs  of  the  colony ;  and,  being  in* 
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that  position  of  authority,  he  was  interviewed 
by  the  debenture-holders.  If  he  had  at  once 
said  to  them  that  he  refused  to  have  any- 
thing to  say  on  the  matter, — that  he  was  not  m 
a  position  to  give  them  an  answer,— he  would 
have  been  quite  correct;  or  if  he  had  said,  on 
the  other  hand,  "  I  do  not  think  you  have  any 
claim  on  the  oolony,  and,  though  I  might  be  in 
a  position  to  give  you  an  answer,  I  decline  to 
give  you  one,"  there  again  be  would  have  been 
right.  On  the  other  hand,  he  gave  them  dis- 
tinctly to  understand — they  believing  he  was 
speaking  with  the  authority  of  his  position  as 
Colonial  Treasurer — that  he  did  think  it  right 
and  proper  to  refer  the  question  to  arbitration. 
In  consequence  of  that  he  immediately  tele- 
graphed to  the  Premier  recommending  such  a 
course  to  him,  in  these  words : — 

"Result  conference  bondholders  is  proposal 
made  by  council  arbitrate  on  single  issue: 
Was  the  200,000  acres  restored  to  Natives  part 
of  endowment  of  Harbour  Board? — all  other 
allegations  being  withdrawn.  I  recommend  you 
agree  to  this.  Think  it  desirable  settle  this 
vexed  question." 

And  what  answer  went  Home  from  the  Pre- 
mier ?  The  answer  was  this :  "  Harbour  Board 
proposal  for  arbitration  waiting  Cabinet  action. 
Council  simply  repetition  threat  February, 
1892.  See  Lubbock's  letter  that  date."  What 
must  that  have  meant  ?  It  must  have  meant 
they  were  considering— he  believed  he  would 
be  within  the  mark  in  saying,  not  unfavourably 
considering — the  recommendation  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer.  That  telegram  could  only  have 
been  sent  Home  with  the  express  object  of 
deceiving  the  bondholders  in  England  into  the 
idea  that  their  case  would  receive  the  favour- 
able consideration  of  the  Government ;  at  any 
rate,  that  it  was  an  open  question. 

An  Hon.  Member.— To  keep  them  quiet. 

Captain  BUS  SELL.— Yes;  to  keep  them 
quiet  until  the  financial  requirements  of  this 
colony  had  been  arranged  in  England.  Then, 
the  Premier  led  them  to  understand  that  the 
telegram  he  sent  to  the  Agent-General  was  of  a 
private  and  confidential  nature.  If  any  honour- 
able gentleman  would  take  the  letter  of  the 
Premier  to  the  Agent-General  of  the  18th  April 
and  read  the  last  part,  he  would  find  that 
was  not  the  case.  Beferring  to  what  was  said 
previously,  he  said, — 

"  In  view  of  what  I  have  said,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  oabling  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  my 
distinct  refusal  to  allow,  on  behalf  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  colony,  any  reference  to  arbi- 
tration in  respect  of  a  grievanoe  of  the  holders 
of  the  debentures,  who  acquired  them  with  the 
distinct  statement  on  their  faoe  that  the  oolony 
has  no  liability  in  connection  with  them." 

That  was  a  letter  written  on  the  18th  April, 

C'i  a  week  after  the  telegram  in  whioh  the 
dholders  were  distinctly  led  to  believe  their 
case  would  receive  consideration  by  Cabinet ; 
and  it  was  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  al- 
most simultaneously  with  that  telogram  sent 
Home,  leading  the  bondholders  to  believe  their 
case  would  receive  impartial  consideration, 
thereby  keeping  them  quiet  while  our  loan  was 


being  negotiated,  a  telegram  was  sent  to  the 
direct  contrary  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  That 
was  what  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
complained  of. 

Mr.  WABD.— That  is  not  so. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  it  might  not  be  so, 
but  that  was  the  way  it  appeared  to  him  (Cap- 
tain Russell),  and  he  must  confess  he  thought 
that  if  the  Treasurer  had  said  at  once  that  he 
would  not  consider  the  question  of  the  deben- 
ture-holders' claims  he  would  have  done  right. 
This  system,  of  quibbling,  by  which  these  de- 
benture-holders at  one  end  of  the  world  were 
led  to  believe  that  the  Government  were  going 
favourably  to  consider  their  application  at  the 
other,  when  almost  simultaneously  a  telegram 
was  sent  Home  to  the  Treasurer  that  the  Cabi- 
net was  going  to  refuse  to  oonsider  the  case, 
was  reprehensible  to  the  last  degree.  Bather 
on  a  par  with  that  was  the  oonduct  of  the 
Government  in  connection  with  the  question 
asked  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa, 
who  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence  how  many 
oases  of  sheep-  and  cattle-stealing  had  been 
reported  to  the  constable  in  oharge  of  the 
Woodville  Police-station  during  the  past  two 
years.  The  Premier  led  the  House  to  under- 
stand that  sheep-  and  cattle-stealing  was  a 
matter  of  complete  insignificance  in  that  dis- 
trict, as  they  had  a  very  efficient  constable  up 
there.  All  he  could  tell  the  House  in  that 
matter  was  entirely  different  from  the  answer 
that  was  given  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Waipawa  by  the  Minister  that  afternoon.  The 
whole  district  round  Woodville  believed  that 
there  was  the  very  gravest  miscarriage  of  jus- 
tice in  oonneotion  with  a  cattle-stealing  case, 
and  not  only  that,  but  a  gross  piece  of  politioal 
jobbery ; — that,  from  first  to  last,  the  persons 
connected  with  the  oattle-stealing  case  were 
supporters  of  the  Government,  and  that  had 
it  not  been  so  the  culprit  would  have  been 
brought  to  justice.  The  facts  were  entirely 
different  from  what  the  Premier  had  stated  that 
afternoon.  He  wished  they  had  the  persons  in 
Wellington  who  oould  give  evidence;  and  he 
said  that  if  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
pawa did  his  duty  he  would  insist  on  a  search- 
ing investigation  into  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  this  cattle-stealing  and  the  es- 
cape of  the  culprit.  He  (Captain  Russell)  was 
not  the  member  for  the  district,  and  the  matter 
had  therefore  not  come  before  him  in  any 
official  oapaoity,  but  he  had  good  authority  for 
stating  that  the  cattle  were  stolen  by  a  man 
named  Gower.  This  person  who  stole  the  cattle 
was— what  should  they  think  ? — chairman  of  a 
political  organization,  known,  he  believed,  as 
the  Knights  of  Labour,  in  Woodville. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Was  he  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace? 

Captain  BUSSELL  said,  No,  he  was  not  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that 
in  the  country  to  whioh  he  had  fled — where,  he 
did  not  know — they  would  recognise  his  merits, 
and  probably  do  something  for  him.  But  there 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  Woodville 
district  who,  he  understood,  was  a  strong  sup- 
porter of  the  Government,  and  therefore  in  all 
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probability  in  intimate  connection  with  this 
chairman  of  the  Knights  of  Labour,  who,  unfor- 
tunately, mistook  other  people's  cattle  for  his 
own.  But  the  person  who  found  the  cattle  took 
out  a  warrant  against  the  man  who  stole  them  ; 
and  the  policeman,  acting  on  the  advice  of  this 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  got  the  warrant  with- 
drawn and  an  ordinary  summons  issued  in- 
stead, thus  giving  the  person  who  stole  the 
cattle  ample  time  to  absoond.  There  was  no 
question  about  it,  for  he  went  and  offered  to 
pay  for  the  cattle,  and  his  wife,  poor  woman, 
went  and  pleaded  that  no  prosecution  should 
take  place, — that  if  it  did  the  man  would  in 
all  probability  commit  suicide.  The  person 
who  stole  them  got  time  to  sell  cattle  in  the 
district  so  as  to  get  money  to  leave  the  country 
with ;  and  notwithstanding  which,  the  police- 
man and  the  Magistrate,  they  were  told,  were 
specially  good  persons.  If  ever  there  was  a 
case  where  there  was  flagrant  dereliction  of 
duty,  and  where  it  appeared  political  influence 
enabled  a  criminal  to  get  out  of  New  Zealand, 
this  was  one  of  the  cases.  It  was  that  sort  of 
thing  that  destroyed  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment. The  country  had  no  confidence  in  their 
policy,  but  when  they  heard  day  by  day  of 
matters  like  that  they  began  to  doubt  whether 
the  Government  were  fit  and  proper  persons  to 
administer  justice  in  the  colony.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  oases  that  had  ever 
happened  in  the  annals  of  justice  in  the  colony, 
and  when  once  the  people  of  the  colony  came 
to  feel  that  they  could  have  no  faith  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  or  that  the  purity  of 
justice  had  been  tampered  with,  then,  he  said, 
God  help  that  colony  I  because  it  was  on  the 
road  to  ruin. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  tell  the  House  what  political  asso- 
ciation the  Justice  he  had  referred  to  was 
connected  with. 

Captain  RUSSELL  understood  that  Gower 
—it  was  Gower  to  whom  he  referred — was  a 
strong  political  supporter  of  the  Government. 
He  did  say  the  Justice  was.  His  note  said 
that  Gower  was  the  chairman  of  the  Knights 
of  Labour. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  stated  that  in  all  probabilty  the 
Justice  was  also  a  member  of  a  political 
organization. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  not  say  the  Jus- 
tice.    He  knew  nothing  about  him. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  question  brought  for- 
ward by  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
was  a  very  important  one,  and  he  regretted 
that  the  Premier  had  taken  up  so  much  time 
during  the  afternoon  in  making  a  personal  at- 
tack on  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont. 
The  House  was  not  very  much  concerned  as  to 
what  took  place  in  a  private  conversation  be- 
tween the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  and 
the  Premier  in  a  hotel  at  Hawera.  The  Pre- 
mier's statement  was  an  ex  parte  one,  and  the 
House  was  not  concerned  in  it,  in  the  face  of 
the  more  important  questions  that  were  before 
the  House.  The  point  seemed  to  have  arisen 
out  of  the  visit  of  the  Treasurer  to  London,  and 
Captain  Russell 


it  was  another  instance  of  how  far  the  colony 
was  to  be  prejudiced  by  his  conduct  there. 
They  saw  by  the  cablegrams  quoted  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  that  on  the  8th 
of  April  the  bondholders  waited  upon  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  and  a  telegram  of  that  date  to 
the  Government  was  the  result.  That  telegram 
contained  a  recommendation  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer's  colleagues  to  agree  to  refer  this 
question  to  arbitration,  as  he  thought  it  desir- 
able to  do  so  in  order  to  settle  a  vexed  question. 
The  honourable  member  for  Egmont  was  not 
in  London  at  that  time.  It  was  the  27th  April 
when  he  reached  London,  and  therefore  he 
was  not  aware  of  what  was  going  on  between 
the  bondholders  and  the  Government.  The 
bondholders  had,  as  the  Premier  admitted,  on 
a  previous  occasion  threatened  to  interfere 
with  the  floating  of  a  loan  on  behalf  of  the 
oolony,  and  they  again  said  that  they  would 
have  the  action  of  the  Government  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Stock  Exchange. 
Now,  these  bondholders  were  men  of  position 
in  the  financial  world,  and  undoubtedly  were 
in  a  position  to  give  effect  to  their  threat.  The 
matter  was  doubly  of  importance  because  they 
found  that  the  conduct  of  the  colony  was  in 
question,  not  with  these  bondholders  alone, 
but  also  with  the  Midland  Railway  debenture- 
holders,  who  similarly  charged  the  colony  with 
breach  of  faith,  and  threatened  to  interfere 
with  our  standing  and  repute  in  London.  It 
was  therefore  most  important  that  they  should 
carefully  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Ministers 
in  regard  to  their  action  in  London ;  otherwise 
serious  injury  might  be  done  to  the  oolony — an 
injury  which  would  take  almost  a  lifetime  to 
wipe  out.  As  the  question  was  left  by  the 
Premier  it  was  in  a  somewhat  curious  posi- 
tion .  Two  days  afterwards — namely,  on  the  10th 
April — that  honourable  gentleman  cabled  that 
the  matter  was  referred  to  Cabinet  for  con- 
sideration, and  he  understood  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont — for  his  own  part  he 
did  not  know  the  course  of  the  transactions  in 
London — that  the  bondholders  were  kept  daily 
expecting  that  they  would  have  an  answer  to 
their  application  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
promised  to  cable  to  the  oolony. 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that  was  how  the  matter 
was  explained  to  him  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont.  The  bondholders  were  daily 
expecting  a  reply  from  the  colony  to  their  re- 
quest which  had  received  the  recommendation 
of  the  Treasurer.  They  found  that  they  were 
kept  on  the  string  until  the  loan  for  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  was  put  upon  the  market,  and 
they  were  incapable  of  giving  effect  to  their 
threat. 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  not  so,  either. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that  was  the  charge  made 
by  the  member  for  Egmont,  and  it  would  be 
well  the  colony's  repute  should  be  cleared  up  if 
the  charge  was  not  correct.  This  matter  waa 
of  such  importance  that  the  Treasurer  should 
give  an  explicit  explanation  of  the  transaction, 
and  show,  if  he  could,  that  the  colony  was  not 
injured,  because  if  the  representations  of  the 
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member  for  Egmont  were  borne  out  the  colony 
must  suffer.  Now,  they  had  the  statement  of 
the  Premier,  and  this  cablegram  was  replied  to 
on  the  10th  April,  eight  days  prior  to  the  date 
when  the  Premier  wrote  to  say  that  he  had 
cabled  the  Colonial  Treasurer  his  distinct  re- 
fusal to  allow  any  reference  to  arbitration. 
This  letter  was  sent  on  the  18th  April.  Evi- 
dently, then,  a  cablegram  not  published  was 
despatched  between  these  dates;  else  such  a 
clause  in  the  Premier's  letter  was  without 
warrant ;  and,  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
in  his  possession  the  distinct  refusal  from 
the  Premier  to  entertain  this  proposal  for 
arbitration,  he  had  failed  to  make  it  known 
in  London.  The  bondholders  were  apparently 
misled  in  this  matter,  and  he  trusted  the  Trea- 
surer would  afford  the  House  a  distinct  ex- 
planation as  to  his  course  of  action,  because 
the  matter  was  very  important  indeed:  we 
were  treading  upon  very  dangerous  ground. 
They  had  had  lately  the  matter  of  the 
pledged  and  unpledged  securities,  and  too 
many  matters  that  required  explanation,  and 
if  they  did  not  clear  up  the  point  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  the 
colony  would  certainly  be  discredited  in  the 
English  money-market.  With  regard  to  the 
arbitration  question,  he  should  not  express  an 
opinion,  as  that  question  was  not  before  the 
House  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
New  Plymouth  bondholders,  the  colony  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  position,  and  it  was  a  matter 
that  required  to  be  cleared  up  in  order  that  the 
good  name  of  the  colony  might  be  preserved. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  wished  to  say  one  word  about 
the  sinking-fund  question.  He  extremely  re- 
gretted that  the  Treasurer  would  not  give  the 
country  and  the  House  the  information  he  (Sir 
B.  Stout)  had  asked  for  in  this  question.  He 
would  state  the  position.  They  found  that 
there  had  been  issued  in  the  form  of  debentures 
during  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  an  amount 
of  £145,400.  Those  debentures  were  supposed 
to  be  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Stock  Act  of  1884,  which  said  that  before 
any  debentures  could  be  issued  under  that  Act 
there  must  be  during  the  year  in  which  they 
were  issued  that  amount  of  increase  of  sinking 
fund  by  payments  and  by  the  investment  of 
past  sinking  funds.  Now,  there  was  not  that 
amount  so  far  as  he  could  make  out,  and  the 
amount  could  not  be  got,  because  if  honourable 
members  would  take  the  trouble  to  add  the 
amount  of  sinking  funds  issued  for  this  year 
and  the  amount  of  the  increases,  if  they  left 
out  for  the  present  the  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act,  it  would  be  found  that  there 
was  something  like  £70,000  short,  and,  so  far  as 
the  Government  loans  to  local  bodies  were  con- 
cerned, the  sinking  funds  to  be  issued  this  year 
and  the  increases  this  year  could  not  make  up 
the  amount.  He  could  not  conceive  how  this 
amount  had  been  derived  unless  the  increases 
of  past  years  had  been  taken.  What  he  oom- 
plawed  about  was  this:  that  this  was  a  matter 
in  which  the  House  ought  to  be  informed.  It 
was  not  asking  anything  improper  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  to  ask  him  how  and  by  what 


authority  he  had  issued  the  sum  of  £145,400  of 
Government  debentures.  That  was  the  ques- 
tion he  had  asked — namely,  whether  it  was 
legal  or  illegal  that  those  debentures  should  be 
issued  against  the  increases  of  the  sinking  fund 
under  the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act.  Those  debentures  were  issued  under  the 
Consolidated  Stock  Act  of  1884.  It  would  have 
to  be  admitted  that  under  the  Act  of  1886,  by 
which  the  Government  loans  to  local  bodies 
were  sanctioned,  there  had  been  a  distinct 
provision  for  a  sinking  fund  therein.  That 
provision  continued  down  to  1892,  when  a  new 
arrangement  was  made  for  the  sinking  funds. 
In  1891  an  amendment  to  the  Consolidated 
Stock  Act  was  passed  bearing  on  the  conver- 
sion of  loans  issued  under  the  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  and  in  the  new 
Act  there  was  no  power  whatever  given  to  issue 
debentures  against  the  sinking  fund.  The 
words  of  section  3  of  "The  Consolidated  Stock 
Act,  1891,"  were  exceedingly  precise  :  "  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  convertible  into 
stock,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act 
shall  apply  to  such  conversion."  But  there 
were  two  things  under  the  Act  of  1884  :  there 
was  conversion,  and  the  other  thing  was  the 
issuing  of  debentures  against  the  sinking  fund. 
He  understood  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
issued  debentures  against  the  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Sinking  Fund,  on  the 
mere  faot  that  the  Act  of  1891  had  been  passed ; 
but  there  was  another  Act  passed  in  1892 
creating  sinking  funds,  and  honourable  mem- 
bers would  at  once  see  that  it  was  utterly 
absurd,  when  the  end  of  the  Government  was 
to  create  a  sinking  fund,  to  allow  bonds  to  be 
issued  against  such  sinking  fund.  There  was 
no  ocoasion  for  such  a  transaction,  and  the 
proper  thing  would  be  not  to  make  any  sinking 
fund  at  all.  When  this  Act  of  1892  was  passed, 
creating  the  sinking  fund,  the  reason  for  doing, 
so  was  this :  When  the  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act  was  passed  it  was  assumed 
that  within  a  certain  number  of  years,  say, 
twenty-five  years,  there  would  be  no  debt  upon 
the  colony,  as  a  certain  sum  would  be  set  aside 
every  year,  and  the  debt  of  the  colony  would 
not  be  increased.  But  if  this  system  was 
adopted  the  debt  of  the  colony  would  be  in- 
creased, because  the  loans  would  never  be  paid 
off.  They  would  have  to  have  money  under 
the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  and 
the  debentures  issued  under  the  Consolidated 
Stock  Act  would  increase  by  the  same  amount. 
The  result  would  be  that  there  would  remain 
a  permanent  debt  upon  the  colony  ever  after- 
wards,— the  amount  the  local  bodies  were  sup- 
posed to  pay, — and  they  might  just  as  well  issue 
debentures  against  the  sinking  funds  under 
the  Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  as  to 
issue  debentures  under  the  Act  he  was  referring 
to.  It  was  a  very  serious  question,  and  he  had 
asked  the  question  as  to  whether  he  was  right 
or  wrong  in  his  view  of  the  matter.  He  had 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  he  was  quite  right ; 
but,  assuming  that  he  was  wrong,  all  he  had 
asked  the  Treasurer  to  do  was  to  give  the  House 
the  requisite  information,  which  was  only  fair 
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to  the  Parliament  and  the  country.  They  found 
that  £145,400  of  debentures  had  been  issued  by 
the  colony,  and  they  were  denied  information 
as  to  how  they  had  been  issued,  and  under 
what  authority  they  had  been  issued  against 
the  sinking  funds.  The  question  he  had  put 
was,  whether  the  Colonial  Treasurer  intended 
to  inform  the  House  of  the  result  of  the  compu- 
tation under  section  5  of  the  Consolidated  Stock 
Act  of  1884.  To  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  given  no  answer.  Then  he  had,  asked 
>him,  Under  the  authority  of  what  statute  did 
he  purport  to  issue  those  debentures?  and  he 
'had  given  no  answer  either  to  that  part  of  the 
•question. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  not  the  question 
-the  honourable  gentleman  asked. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  would  read  the  full 
•question  which  he  had  put,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  have  got  the  question. 
He  had  asked, — "  (1)  Whether  the  computations 
under  section  5  of  *  The  Consolidated  Stock 
Act,  1884/  for  the  current  year  have  been 
made;  and,  if  so,  does  he  intend  to  inform  the 
House  of  the  result  of  such  computations?" 

-  0  That  was  never  answered.  That  was 
'  "  the  point  which  he  (Sir  R.  Stout)  said 
-was  not  answered.  Then,  the  second  part  of 
the  question  whioh  was  not  answered  was 
as  follows :  "  Under  the  authority  of  what 
statute  does  he  purport  to  issue  debentures 
against  the  increases  of  the  sinking  fund  of 
*  The  Government  Loans  to  Looal  Bodies  Act, 
1886'?"  Now,  there  were  no  other  statutes 
dealing  with  that  question. 

Mr.  WARD.— 1884. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— 1884  ?  The  Act  was  not  in 
f oroe  until  two  years  afterwards,  and  they  could 
not  even  convert  loans  under  that  Act.  It  was 
only  under  the  Act  of  1891  that  they  were 
allowed  to  oonvert  the  loans,  and  that  Act 
specially  dealt  with  conversion.  Let  honour- 
able members  refer  to  page  68  of  the  Statutes 
of  1891,  and  they  would  see  that  it  was  only 
under  that  statute  that  conversion  was  allowed. 
This  was  a  most  serious  question.  If  these 
debentures  had  been  wrongly  issued,  that 
surely  ought  to  be  known,  and,  if  they  had 
been  rightly  issued,  then  the  colony  ought  to 
have  been  taken  into  the  confidence  of  Minis- 
ters, and  it  ought  to  have  been  proclaimed  as 
part  of  their  policy  that  the  Government  loans 
under  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  were  to 
remain  a  permanent  debt  on  this  colony,  and 
were  never  to  be  paid  off.  This  was  entirely 
contrary  to  the  Act  of  1886.  When  that  Act  was 
introduced  and  passed,  it  was  stated  to  the 
•  colony  that  the  burdens  of  the  colony  were  not 
to  be  permanently  increased,  but  that  these 
loans  were  to  be  paid  off  out  of  the  interest,  and 
out  of  the  contributions  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  Now,  that  faith  was  kept  with  the 
colony  in  so  far  as  the  Aot  of  1892  was  passed, 
carrying  it  out ;  and  now  the  whole  thing  was 
gone.  But  what  he  also  complained  of  was 
this :  It  was  bad  enough  to  take  the  increases 
of  the  sinking  funds  for  the  year,  but  if,  as  he 
believed,  the  increases  of  past  years  were  taken, 
-  that  was  entirely  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
8ir  B.  Stout 


the  Act  of  1864.  He  was  not  going  to  deal 
further  with  the  matter  now;  but  he  could 
assure  the  honourable  member  that  on  every 
occasion  upon  whioh  Supply,  or  Ways  and 
Means,  or  the  Appropriation  Bill,  or  anything 
else  came  before  the  House,  he  would  raise  this 
question  until  he  got  to  the  bottom  of  it.  He 
was  not  going  to  deal  with  the  matters  raised 
by  the  other  question.  He  had  simply  dealt 
with  one  question  put  by  himself. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  every  time  the  honour- 
able gentleman  brought  this  matter  up,  whether 
in  Committee  of  Supply,  or  Ways  and  Means, 
or  on  Appropriations  Bills,  or  anything  else,  he 
proposed  to  answer  him. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  want  you  to  answer  me. 
That  is  what  I  am  asking. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  refer  for  one 
moment  to  the  question  put  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  would  tell  the  House  the 
position  in  connection  with  this  matter.  What 
was  the  question  whioh  the  honourable  mem- 
ber asked:  ?    It  was  as  to  what  was  the  law. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  the  second  part. 

Mr.  WARD  was  going  to  deal  with  that.  Of 
course  they  all  knew  what  was  the  law  in  con- 
nection with  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills.  The 
position  was  this :  that  a  high  official  in  this 
country  entertained  an  opinion  that  these  de- 
bentures could  not  be  issued,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  he  had  heard  that  that  official  had  con- 
ferred with  the  honourable  member. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  believe  that  was  the  case. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said,  on  the  contrary  he  heard 
that  they  could  be  issued,  but  he  thought  that 
was  quite  wrong. 

Mr.  WARD  understood  that  a  high  offioial 
in  this  oountry  entertained  the  opinion  he  had 
stated.  He  might  inform  the  House  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  again  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Offioers 
of  this  country — the  officers  who  advise  the 
Government  upon  questions  of  law — and  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  opinion  of  the  high  offioial 
referred  to,  as  all  such  questions  were,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Law  Officers,  and  they  advised  in 
a  certain  direction,  and  the.  Government  had 
taken  their  advice. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Under  which  statute,  I  ask? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  the  advice  whioh 
the  Government  had  received  from  the  Law 
Officers.  That  was  the  legal  opinion  enter- 
tained by  those  who,  as  a  rule,  oorrectly 
advised  the  Government  of  this  country  so  far 
as  legal  matters  were  concerned.  The  Govern- 
ment acted  on  that  legal  advioe.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  occupied  a  very  high  position 
in  the  law,  and  he  entertained  a  different 
opinion  from  that  entertained  by  another  emi- 
nent legal  authority  in  this  country,  who  was 
paid  to  advise  the  Government.  Very  distinctly 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  between  these 
two  gentlemen.  One  gentleman  held  that  it 
was  illegal,  whilst  the  other  gentleman  held 
that  it  was  legal.  The  gentleman  who  held 
that  it  was  legal  was  the  gentleman  who  was 
the  responsible  officer  for  advising  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  question  of  law. 
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Mr.  MITGHELSON.— The  Solicitor-General? 

Mr.  WABD  said,  Yes,  the  Solicitor-General. 
He  had  advised  that  the  oourse  which  the  Go- 
vernment had  followed,  so  far  as  the  law  was 
concerned,  was  legal,  and  the  Government  had 
acted  upon  that  advice;  so  that,  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  professed  to  raise  this 
question  time  and  again,  he  would  always 
quote  to  him  in  reply  the  legal  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  who  advised  the  Government  on 
matters  of  law. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  answer  my  question?  Under  what 
statute  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  that  every  time  the  honour- 
able gentleman  asked  this  question  he  would 
put  against  him  the  fact  that  another  legal 
gentleman  entertained  an  opposite  opinion  to 
that  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  the 
Government  must  follow  the  advice  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Grown,  and,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  admit,  rightly  so.  The 
honourable  gentleman  asked  him, — "  (1.)  Whe- 
ther the  computations  under  seotion  5  of  <  The 
Consolidated  Stock  Act,  1884,'  for  the  current 
year  have  been  made ;  and,  if  so,  does  he  in- 
tend to  inform  the  House  of  the  result  of  such 
•computations?"  He  replied  that  the  compu- 
tation had  been  made,  and  had  been  passed  by 
the  Audit  Office,  and  the  result  of  the  com- 
putation as  passed  was  that  it  included  the 
■amount  issuable  against  the  accretions  of  the 
sinking  fund  belonging  to  "The  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Aot,  1886,"  and  amend- 
ing Acts".  That  was  the  answer  which  he  gave. 
The  general  position  was  backed  up  by  the  legal 
•opinion  of  the  Solicitor- Genoral,  who  had  ad- 
vised the  Government  upon  it.  He  could  not 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  any  fuller  reply 
upon  that  question  than  he  had  done.  Now,  he 
wanted  to  refer  to  the  very  important  matter 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont. 
He  wanted  to  show  the  House,  first,  how  very 
•easy  it  was  for  a  member  to  draw  a  red-herring 
across  the  scent.  He  would,  in  the  first  place, 
state  the  honourable  gentleman's  question,  and 
then  give  his  reply.  The  question  was,  "  If  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  will  state  tho  result  of  his 
recommendation  to  his  colleagues  that  the 
•claims  of  the  New  Plymouth  bondholders  to 
the  200,000  acres  of  land  given  back  to  the 
Natives  out  of  the  lands  in  the  Taranaki  Land 
District  should  be  referred  to  arbitration?" 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  when  he  wanted  to  be  very 
obtuse,  oould  be  so,  and  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  honourable  member  said  he  did 
not  understand  the  reply  given  to  the  question, 
he  (Mr.  Ward)  maintained  that  he  gave  a 
thoroughly  straightforward  answer. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Tell  us  again. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  stated  that  he  had  recom- 
mended to  his  colleagues  precisely  what  he 
undertook  to  recommend  to  the  bondholders 
in  London.  A  decision,  however,  had  not  yet 
been  arrived  at.  That  was  a  straightforward 
answer  to  the  question.  He  had  carried  out 
the  promise  which  he  made  to  the  bondholders ; 
and  he  could  not  state  what  the  decision  of  the 


Government  was,  because  the  decision  had  not 
yet  been  arrived  at. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  was  not  an 
answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  stated  distinctly  that  the 
matter  was  under  consideration,  but  that  no 
decision  had  yet  been  arrived  at ;  that  he  could 
not  give  the* result  of  his  recommendation  to 
his  colleagues. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  it  was  like  the 
reports  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
when  they  said  they  had  no  recommendation 
to  make. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee reported  that  they  had  no  recommenda- 
tion to  make  when  they  had  come  to  a  decision ; 
but  in  this  oase  the  matter  was  still  to  be 
decided  by  the  Government.  It  was  under 
consideration  at  present,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  state  what  the  decision  was  until  a  deter- 
mination had  been  come  to. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  last  paragraph  of 
the  question  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
whole  matter  as  he  went  along.  At  the  same 
time  it  appeared  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion allowed  his  better  judgment  to  be  carried 
away  by  his  party  feelings.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  he  (Mr.  Ward)  had  practi- 
cally put  the  bondholders  in  the  position  of 
being  misled. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
Baid  it  was  reprehensible  in  the  last  degree  to 
allow  the  bondholders — people  at  a  distance — 
to  remain  under  the  impression  practically 
opposite  to  that  which  he  (Mr.  Ward)  intended 
at  the  time,  and  opposite  to  the  course  which 
the  Government  intended  to  follow.  Let  him 
show  the  honourable  gentleman  how  easily  he 
oould  fall  into  a  mistaken  position.  When  he 
first  met  the  New  Plymouth  bondholders  in 
London  he  not  only  told  them  his  opinion 
relative  to  the  200,000  acres,  but  he  also  stated 
that  in  his  opinion  the  Government  was  not  in 
any  way  responsible  for  it,  and  he  argued  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  that  the  colony  was 
not  responsible  for  the  prospectus  issued  by 
the  Harbour  Board.  He  took  up  that  position 
from  the  start,  and  he  had  consistently  and 
persistently  kept  to  it  to  the  finish,  so  that 
when  the  honourable  member  implied  that  he 
(Mr.  Ward)  did  not  allow  the  bondholders  to 
understand  his  opinion  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  doing  him  an  injustice.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition  wished  the  House  to  believe 
that  he  (Mr.  Ward)  had  left  the  New  Plymouth 
bondholders  in  doubt  as  to  his  personal  opinion. 
Some  honourable  members  had  suggested  that 
he  gave  the  reply  which  he  did  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  our  loan  to  be  raised.  He  might 
say  that  he  absolutely  declined  to  entertain  any 
proposal  from  the  New  Plymouth  bondholders 
while  they  were  threatening,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, opposition  to  the  raising  of  our  loan. 
He  told  them  very  plainly  that,  if  they  did  op- 
pose our  loan,  that  would  not  in  any  way  deter 
him  from  doing  what  he  thought  right  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter ;  he  said  that  they  were 
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at  liberty  to  oppose  the  loan  if  they  thought 
proper.  Subsequently,  after  careful  considera- 
tion and  after  consultation  with  the  Agent- 
General,  he  told  them  that  if  they  would  waive 
the  whole  of  their  claims  which  they  were 
making,  and  would  narrow  the  question  down 
to  the  200,000  acres  originally  included  in  the 
endowment,  he  would  cable  to  his  colleagues 
in  New  Zealand  to  see  whether  they  would 
agree  to  submit  the  point  to  arbitration.  There 
was  considerable  delay  before  they  were  able  to 
give  him  an  answer  upon  that  matter.  When 
the  answer  was  given  in  the  first  instance,  it 
was  unsatisfactory,  because  they  put  in  con- 
ditions about  a  Supreme  Court  Judge  in  Eng- 
land being  the  arbitrator,  and  there  were  other 
conditions  to  which  he  took  exception  ;  and  he 
then  said  he  would  pursue  the  matter  no  further. 
It  was  not  until  after  they  had  withdrawn  all 
these  extraneous  matters,  and  had  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  which  he  had  originally  put  be- 
fore them,  of  submitting  one  question  to  his 
colleagues,  that  he  cabled  to  New  Zealand  the 
sole  question  which  it  was  proposed  to  arbi- 
trate upon.  He  then  received  his  reply  from 
the  Premier,  who  stated  that  the  Cabinet 
would  consider  the  matter.  The  bondholders 
were  not  allowed  to  wait,  as  had  been  suggested 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City — they  had  not  been  allowed  to  wait  day 
after  day  in  ignorance  of  the  position.  No 
sooner  did  he  get  the  reply  than  it  was  im- 
mediately conveyed  to  them.  As  for  the  other 
cable,  to  which  reference  had  been  made — 
very  improperly,  he  thought,  for  it  contained 
matter  of  a  confidential  character,  though, 
amongst  other  matters,  there  was  a  reference 
to  the  New  Plymouth  bondholders — it  did  not 
do  what  has  been  suggested  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  at  all.  The  Premier,  in 
the  cable — an  extract  from  which  he  had  no 
objection  at  all  to  placing  on  record — took  up 
exactly  the  ground  which  he  had  taken  up 
originally  himself.  It  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  dictated  to  by  the  New 
Plymouth  bondholders;  that  they  would  not 
allow  any  threats  to  influence  the  Government 
in  connection  with  the  question  of  raising  the 
million -and -a- half  loan.  He  had  told  the 
history  of  that  in  the  original  cable,  and  that 
was  practically  the  gist  of  the  other.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  cable  referring  to  the 
letter  of  the  18th,  and  there  was  nothing  in 
it  that  he  should  have  conveyed  to  the  New 
Plymouth  bondholders  that  indicated  that  his 
colleagues  took  up  a  different  position  from 
what  he  did ;  but  that  was  what  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  was  trying  to  make  out.  The 
position  was  this :  They  said,  very  rightly,  that 
they  were  not  going  to  be  threatened  or  dic- 
tated to  by  the  bondholders,  and  they  did  it 
because  they  did  not  know  what  he  did  in 
London.  What  was  the  position?  He  pro- 
mised the  bondholders  that  the  one  question  of 
the  200,000  acres  of  land  should  be  submitted 
to  his  colleagues,  and  that  he  would  recommend 
arbitration  upon  that  one  point.  He  had  sub- 
mitted that,  and  he  had  not  only  submitted 
but  had  urged  it,  and  was  still  urging  it,  and 
Mr.  Ward 


he  could  not  do  more  than  that.  And  he  said 
that,  while  that  was  going  on,  for  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  or  any  honourable 
members  to  imply  that  he  was  not  carrying  out 
what  he  had  originally  promised  was  doing  him 
a  very  great  injustice,  and  was  not  acting  in 
such  a  way  as  to  allow  a  practical  decision  to 
be  come  to  in  connection  with  the  matter* 
Honourable  members  must  know  as  well  as  he 
did  that  Ministers  entertained  different  opin- 
ions upon  the  subject.  The  Premier  had  said 
so  not  only  that  afternoon,  but  previously. 
Well,  he  entertained  a  different  view  from  the 
Premier's  on  the  matter,  and  he  should  urge 
his  view  in  the  ordinary  constitutional  course 
—  that  the  recommendation  he  had  made 
should  be  assented  to.  He  proposed  to  do  that 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and  more  than  that 
he  could  not  do. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  had  been  very  much  sur- 
prised to  hear  what  had  fallen  from  the  lips  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  It 
appeared  from  what  that  honourable  member 
had  said  that  he  must  have  had  a  conversation 
with  some  individual  who  knew  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— With  several. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  presumed  the  honourable 
member  had  had  a  conversation  with  the  Hon* 
Mr.  Ormond. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  HALL. — Very  well.  Mr.  Ormond  was 
the  gentleman  who  took  the  initiative  in  this 
matter,  and  he  took  it  in  consequence  of  a 
letter  he  had  received.  Mr.  Ormond's  manager 
for  some  time  past  had  been  losing  cattle 
from  the  estate,  out  he  did  not  mention  that 
the  property  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  was 
subject  to  floods,  and  that  about  that  time 
there  were  floods,  and  as  a  consequence  a  large 
number  of  Mr.  Ormond's  cattle — from  fifty  to 
sixty  head  of  cattle — had  been  found  drowned. 
Now,  if  the  floods  destroyed  fifty  or  sixty  head 
of  cattle,  was  it  not  possible  that  a  consider- 
able number  that  had  been  destroyed  might 
not  have  been  found?  It  was  almost  certain 
that  some  of  them  would  not  be  found.  Now, 
from  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
stated  one  might  suppose  that  cattle  -  steal- 
ing had  been  rife  in  that  district.  He  had 
said  that  people  complained  of  cattle-stealing; 
yet  they  found  the  Minister  of  Defence  had 
said  that  only  one  complaint  of  cattle-stealing 
had  been  made  during  the  last  two  years.  But 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  content  to 
infer  that  the  Government  had  been  corrupt 
in  not  bringing  to  justice  the  man  who  had 
been  guilty  of  this  offence ;  and  that  was  im- 
plied by  him  in  stating  that  the  man  who 
was  charged  with  perpetrating  this  offence  was 
a  member  of  a  political  association,  it  being 
implied,  of  course,  that  that  association  was  an 
association  in  the  interests  of  the  Liberal  party,, 
and  that  consequently,  the  Liberal  party  being 
in  power,  and  he  (Mr.  Hall)  being  a  representa- 
tive of  that  party,  inferentially  he  was  con- 
nected with  this  man. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 
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Mr.  HALL  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  state,  if  the  man  was  a  member  of  a 
political  association,  what  that  association  was 
called. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — The  Knights  of 
Labour. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  man  who  was  charged 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Labour. 
There  was  no  such  institution  in  Woodville,  or 
in  any  other  place  that  he  was  connected  with. 
Before  the  honourable  gentleman  rose  and 
made  this  statement,  which  was  absolutely  in- 
correct, and  inferred — inferred,  because  they 
were  innuendoes — he  should  have  first  convinced 
himself  as  to  their  truth.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  inferred  oertain  things  against  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  Now,  he  would  tell  him 
that  the  man  who  issued  the  warrant  was  sub- 
sequently the  sole  person  whose  influence  kept 
it  from  being  executed.  He  admitted  that 
was  done,  and  nobody  could  deplore  or  regret 
it  more  than  himself  that  there  had  been  a 
miscarriage  of  justice.  But  what  he  wanted 
to  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  was  that  this 
Justioe  was  a  man  of  excellent  character,  who 
for  fifteen  years  had  served  as  a  Government 
officer,  and  left  the  service  of  his  own  accord. 
He  had  been  appointed  to  the  position  he  held 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  and,  no  doubt,  partly 
through  tbe  influence  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond 
never  appointed  him. 

Mr.  HALL  said  LIr.  Ormond  did  appoint 
him,  or  he  was  appointed  during  that  gentle- 
man's r€gime  while  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  Superintendent  of  the  Province 
of  Hawke's  Bay ;  and  he  had  carried  out 
the  duties  of  Clerk  of  the  Court,  police- con- 
stable, Postmaster,  and  every  other  office  in  a 
country  district  for  many  years  with  credit  to 
himself  and  with  satisfaction  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Before  tbe  honourable  gentleman  made 
these  suggestions  he  should  have  been  a  little 
more  particular.  Now,  he  wanted  to  show 
the  House  that  this  Justioe  of  the  Peace  the 
honourable  gentleman  complained  so  much 
about  had  had  the  manliness  to  write  a  letter 
setting  forth  the  whole  matter.  This  letter 
had  been  handed  to  the  Government,  and  in  it 
the  writer  had  explicitly  acknowledged  every- 
thing, putting  matters  in  as  fair  a  light  as 
possible.  But  what  about  the  letter  which 
was  sent  by  that  other  gentleman  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ormond?  That  was  an  unaddressed  letter; 
and  when  the  Government  asked  that  it  should 
be  laid  upon  the  table  the  honourable  gentle- 
man declined  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  So  far  as 
he  could  learn,  the  Government  had  never  re- 
ceived a  written  complaint  of  any  kind  in  re- 
ference to  this  matter,  but  evidently  the  writer 
of  the  unaddressed  letter  knew  that  it  was  a 
libel,  and  instructed  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  not 
to  let  it  go  out  of  his  hands. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  gave  them  one. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Otaki  knew  perfectly  well,  and  if  he  would 
■peak  his  mind  he  would  say,  that  the  first 
tune  he  (Mr.  Hall)  ever  heard  of  this  matter 
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was  several  days  after  the  opening  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
spoke  to  him  about  it  in  the  library.  Was  that 
not  so  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  could  clear  his  hands  of  this  matter, 
and  he  was  satisfied  the  Government  never 
knew  anything  about  it  until  that  time.  Mr. 
Ormond,  no  doubt,  felt  very  much  the  loss  of 
his  cattle. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  is  not  his  cattle ;  there 
are  other  people's  cattle. 

Mr.  HALL  said,  Well,  Mr.  Ormond  was  the 
gentleman  who  had  brought  this  matter  before 
Parliament,  and  he  had  brought  it  up  at  the 
instigation,  no  doubt,  of  his  manager;  and  the 
manager,  having  lost  cattle,  would  naturally 
throw  the  blame  on  others.  The  people  at 
Woodville  were  as  honest  as  those  at  Hastings, 
and  the  police-constable  there  did  his  duty  as 
well.  If  be  charged  the  honourable  member 
with  being  responsible  for  any  miscarriage  that 
ocourred  at  Hastings,  what  would  be  thought 
of  him  ?  He  would  not  have  the  meanness,  if 
he  might  use  that  expression,  to  refer  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  capable  of  or  answer- 
able for  tbe  miscarriages  of  justice*  that  might 
occur  in  his  district.  The  fact  was,  the  whole 
thing  was  a  trumped-up  concern.  He  believed 
the  Justice  of  the  Peace  referred  to  was  a 
straightforward  and  honourable  man,  who  did 
not  wish  to  throw  blame  on  the  constable,  but 
had  taken  it  upon  himself,  and  said  that  if  the 
constable  had  committed  an  error  of  judgment 
it  had  been  through  him.  The  error  had  been 
due  to  the  faot  that  this  man  had  a  knowledge 
of  the  law.  He  was  aware  that  under  the  law 
the  constable  had  the  power  to  summon  in- 
stead of  arresting,  and  he  had  advised  the 
constable  to  summon  the  man,  and  frankly 
acknowledged  that  he  had  given  that  advice. 
Would  this  honourable  gentleman  consent  to 
have  his  unaddressed  letter  placed  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  and  would  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  the  Upper  House  agree  to  that?  He 
wanted  to  see  this  correspondence,  and  was  not 
afraid  of  anything  ooming  out.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  thought  there  was  anything 
behind  this,  let  him  move  to  have  the  matter 
investigated  and  he  would  second  the  motion, 
so  that  the  House  might  see  what  was  behind 
it ;  but  do  not  let  the  honourable  gentleman 
sit  still  and  suggest  that  the  acoused  had  been 
allowed  to  escape  through  political  corruption. 
There  was  no  such  thing ;  and  there  was  nc 
political  institution  of  tbe  kind  mentioned  at 
Woodville,  or  in  its  neighbourhood.  Two  years 
ago  there  was  there  an  institution  known  aa 
the  Knights  of  Labour,  but  it  had  lapsed  long 
ago;  and,  with  regard  to  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  referred  to  being  most  likely  a  member 
of  this  sooiety,  he  had  never  been  a  Knight 
of  Labour,  but  had  been  very  antagonistic 
to  them ;  and  to  infer  that  there  was  any  sort 
of  collusion  between  the  policeman  and  the 
prisoner  and  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  was  utterly 
without  foundation,  and  especially  was  it  ab- 
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surd  to  say  it  was  political.  He  believed  the 
honourable  member  would  be  glad  to  have  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace  referred  to  on  his  side,  as 
he  had  been  for  many  years ;  but  that  gentle- 
man had  supported  him,  and  he  was  not  afraid 
to  own  that  he  had  been  one  of  his  supporters. 
He  said,  again,  that  there  had  been  a  miscar- 
riage of  justice,  but  it  had  arisen  entirely 
through  an  error  of  judgment  on  the  part  of 
the  Justice  and  the  constable. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived,  the 
Deputy-Speaker  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE   RESUMED. 

The    House    resumed    at   half-past    seven 
o'clook. 


7.30. 


TARIFF. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 


IN   COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  propose,  when  the  House 
comes  out  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  introduce  the  Customs  and  Excise  Duties 
Bill,  and  it  will  then  be  circulated  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  honourable  members.  I  de- 
sire to  explain  to  the  Committee  the  nature 
of  the  resolutions  which  are  now  submitted 
to  honourable  members.  In  the  first  place, 
I  would  direct  attention  to  the  fact  that 
under  the  last  resolutions  placed  before  the 
House  there  was  an  estimated  gain  to  the 
revenue  of  £10,800,  although  some  honour- 
able members  expressed  the  opinion  that  that 
amount  was  less  than  the  results  of  the  altera- 
tions would  produce.  That,  of  course,  is  a 
matter  of  opinion.  I  desire,  however,  to  state 
that  that  estimate  was  based  on  a  careful  cal- 
culation, and  that  appears  to  be  the  result  so 
far  as  the  estimate  would  lead  us  to  suppose. 
The  result  of  the  proposals  now  in  the  hands  of 
honourable  members  I  wish  to  state,  and  what 
the  financial  results  of  these  proposals  upon 
the  estimated  basis  will  be.  The  total  esti- 
mated increases  in  the  proposals — I  am  now 
referring  to  the  increases  in  globo — are  £84,600, 
and  the  total  estimated  decreases  amount  to 
£91,900.  In  this  respect  honourable  members 
will  see  that  this  differs  materially  from  the 
last  proposal,  inasmuch  as  the  total  increases 
then  estimated  were  £42,600,  and  the  total 
estimated  decreases  £32,300,  leaving  the  esti- 
mated increases  then  upon  annual  revenue 
at  £10,300.  The  net  result  of  the  differences 
between  increases  and  decreases  now  is  that, 
instead  of  there  being  an  estimated  increase  of 
£10,000  to  the  revenue  of  the  country,  there 
is  an  estimated  loss  under  these  proposals  of 
£7,300 :  that  is  to  say,  the  loss  of  the  revenue 
under  these  proposals  is  estimated  at  £7,300,  as 
against  an  estimated  gain  under  the  former 
resolutions  of  some  £10,300.  The  ohief  altera- 
tions which  are  made  in  the  tariff  now  sub- 
mitted are  as  follow :  The  duty  upon  fresh 
apples  is  raised  from  jd.  to  Id.  per  pound; 
oranges,  which  are  now  free,  have  a  duty  im- 
posed of  Ad.  per  pound ;  and  upon  bananas  a 
duty  of  Jd.  per  pound  is  fixed.  " 
Mr.  Hall 


An  Hon.  Member. — What  about  cocoanuts  ? 

Mr.  WARD.  —  I  will  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  plenty  of  nuts  to  crack  before  I  am 
done.  The  next  important  alteration  is  in  con- 
nection with  tea.  Under  the  former  proposals, 
honourable  members  wili  recollect,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  reduoe  the  duty  on  tea  by  Id.  per  pound; 
and  various  alterations  were  then  suggested, 
such  as  a  reduction  upon  kerosene,  a  material 
reduction  upon  fenoing-wire,  and  a  reduotdon 
upon  rice.  Now,  as  the  result  of  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  House,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
general  feeling  which  I  think  honourable  mem- 
bers gave  expression  to, — that  it  would  be  better 
to  take  a  larger  sum  off  one  item  and  not  have 
the  amount  spread  over  several,  thereby  not 
allowing  the  consumers  to  receive  a  direct  bene- 
fit from  the  proposals, — we  intend  in  the  case 
of  rice  to  revert  to  the  former  duty  of  6s.  per 
hundredweight,  while  kerosene  will  remain  as 
it  was,  but  tea  is  reduced  from  6d.  to  3d.  per 
pound  :  that  is  a  reduction  of  3d.  a  pound  on. 
tea.  This  means  a  loss  to  the  revenue  of 
£51,000.  To  enable  this  to  be  done,  we  have 
provided  for  various  increases  upon  some  other 
articles  to  which  I  shall  presently  refer.  Now, 
a  minor  matter,  although  it  is  one  which  con- 
cerns an  important  industry  in  this  colony, 
is  acetic  aoid.  The  duty  on  that  is  reduced 
from  3d.  to  IJd.  per  pound,  and  this  reduction 
is  made  entirely  owing  to  the  representations 
which  have  reached  the  Government  in  con- 
nection with  this  industry.  This  acetic  acid 
is  used  chiefly  in  connection  with  preserves, 
pickles,  and  so  on ;  and,  although  it  was  formerly 
represented  that  it  would  be  a  desirable  thing 
to  impose  on  it  a  duty  of  3d.  a  pound,  the  Go- 
vernment have  since  come  to  the  conclusion, 
as  the  result  of  further  consideration,  that  it 
would  very  materially  interfere  with  an  im- 
portant industry,  with  the  details  of  which  we 
were  not  conversant  when  the  original  pro- 
posals were  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Is  it  used  for  beer? 

Mr.  WARD.— I  think  not.  The  chief  repre- 
sentation made  to  us  was  that  it  was  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  pickles,  which  is  an  im- 
portant industry  in  the  colony.  I  wish  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two 
items  of  the  whole  of  the  proposals  upon  which 
we  have  fixed  what  I  may  term  high,  or  very 
high,  protectionist  duties,  and  I  will  refer  first 
to  patent  medicines.  Honourable  members 
will  see  it  is  proposed  to  impose  a  duty  upon 
these  of  40  per  cent.'  I  think,  if  honourable 
members  carefully  consider  the  matter,  they 
will  find  that  a  very  great  deal  of  inferior 
quack  medicines  is  imported  into  the  colony, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  we  have  in  our  midst 
industries  prepared  to  supply  superior  articles. 
It  appears  to  me  that  it  is  advisable  that 
those  trashy  imported  articles  should  be  sub- 
jected to  a  duty  of  40  per  cent.  There  is  a 
further  proposal  in  connection  with  the  duty 
upon  boots.  It  is  proposed  that  upon  boots 
under  5s.  per  pair  a  special  duty  of  2s.  6d.  per 
pair  should  be  levied  in  addition  to  the  25  per 
cent,  of  the  Tariff  Commissioners'  proposals. 
Well,  some  honourable  members  laugh.    I  will 
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suggest  that  they  take  the  trouble,  as  the  Go- 
vernment has  had  to  do  so,  of  ascertaining 
what  the  position  is  in  connection  with  the  boot 
industry.  This  is  not  a  duty  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  value  of  boots  made  of  ordinary 
material.  It  is  in  order  to  get  at  what  is 
termed  the  "  shoddy  "  article  imported  into  the 
colony,  and  which  those  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  purchasing  low-priced  articles  are  very  much 
deceived  in.  Evidence  can  be  produced  to 
show  that  there  is  unfortunately  a  great  deal 
of  deception  practised  on  the  purchasing  public 
in  the  purchase  of  these  "shoddy"  articles; 
and  this  is  not,  as  honourable  members  will 
see,  a  duty  of  2s.  6d.  a  pair  upon  boots  gene- 
rally. Neither  is  it  2s.  6d.  a  pair  upon  boots 
made  of  ordinary  proper  material  under  5s. 
It  is  proposed  to  put  a  duty  of  Is.  6d.  per  gallon 
upon  linseed  oil.  I  hear  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  say,  *'  Good  gracious !"  The  Tariff 
•Commission,  of  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  a  member,  recommended  that  a  duty 
of  £2  per  ton  should  be  placed  on  linseed.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  sufficient 
influence  to  keep  the  Tariff  Commission  in  the 
path  it  should  go,  that  is  his  misfortune.  We 
have  before  us  the  result  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
missioners' report,  and  they  recommended  that 
a  duty  of  £2  per  ton  should  be  put  upon  im- 
ported linseed.  It  had  been  pointed  out  to  the 
-Commission  that  this  duty,  which  is  imposed 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  growth 
of  linseed  in  this  country,  is  absolutely  useless 
unless  a  duty  is  put  on  imported  linseed  oil ; 
and,  further,  we  have  it  beyond  dispute,  that 
the  imposition  of  Is.  6d.  per  gallon  on  linseed 
oil  will  only  for  a  short  time  be  the  cause  of 
an  increase  on  the  sale  of  that  article.  I  say 
that,  so  far  as  we  can  gather,  this  is  the  proper 
result  of  the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  Is.  6d.  on 
linseed  oil.  It  will  assume  a  position  very 
similar  to  other  industries.  The  experience 
has  been  that,  where  other  industries  have  re- 
ceived protection  under  the  Customs  duties  for 
a  time,  they  have  created  opposition  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  with  the  inevitable  result 
that  the  saleable  price  has  fallen. 

Mr.  DUTH1E.— It  is  110  per  cent,  advance 
on  the  cost. 

Mr.  WARD.— It  is  a  high  duty,  I  admit,  but 
the  evidence  with  the  Tariff  Commissioners' 
report  shows  that  they  were  recommended  to 
make  the  duty  2s.  per  gallon.  It  just  shows 
that,  while  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  directs  my  attention  to  the  in- 
-  crease  of  duty  on  this  article,  the  opinion  in 
some  parts  of  the  country  is  that  a  higher 
duty  than  we  propose  should  be  put  upon  it. 
When  the  question  of  the  duty  upon  wax 
vestas  was  before  the  House  a  few  weeks  ago, 
honourable  members  will  recollect,  a  very  large 
decrease  was  made  in  the  duty  on  matches. 
There  is  an  alteration  proposed  here.  The 
alteration  is  not  going  back  to  the  former 
duties,  but  about  midway  between  what  was 
proposed  when  this  matter  was  formerly  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  and  what  is  now  pro- 
posed.  I  may  say  to  the  House  in  connection 
twith    this   matter  that    there   do   appear   to 


be  reasonable  grounds  that  the  duty  should 
not  be  altered  materially  to  interfere  with 
those  industries.  There  are  two  factories  in 
New  Zealand — one  at  Wellington,  owned  by 
Messrs.  Bell;  and  the  other,  owned  by  Mr. 
Rutherford,  at  Cavers  ham.  The  Government, 
or,  at  any  rate,  I  myself,  had  forgotten  at  the 
time  the  tariff  was  made  up  that  some  pro- 
mises were  made;  and  I  think  it  is  only  fair 
that  where  promises  have  been  made  no  injus- 
tice should  be  done.  I  think  the  proposals 
contained  in  these  resolutions  will  meet  what 
id  required.  Now,  among  the  exemptions  will 
be  found  an  addition  to  those  already  proposed 
to  the  House.  There  is  forfar,  when  cut  into 
sizes  suitable  for  bag  -  lengths.  1  daro  say 
honourable  members  may  have  had  informa- 
tion upon  this  matter  since  it  was  last  before 
the  House.  The  flour-milling  industry  in  this 
country,  I  have  been  informed,  would  have 
suffered  considerably  had  we  not  exempted 
forfar,  or  provided  for  cutting  it  into  necetsary 
sizes.  It  was  not  intended  originally  that  it 
should  have  that  effect.  Perfumed  spirits, 
when  made  in  bond,  are  to  bear  an  excise  duty. 
The  details  are  to  be  set  out  in  the  Bill,  of  how 
it  is  proposed  to  deal  with  this  matter.  It  is  a 
troublesome  one,  and  one  in  which  a  consider- 
able amount  of  business  is  done  ;  and  when  the 
Bill  is  before  honourable  members  they  will 
And  it  set  out  under  five  headings  as  to  how 
the  duty  is  to  be  levied  upon  the  raw  spirits 
in  bond  for  the  purpose  to  which  I  allude. 
The  trade  that  usually  engage  in  this  have 
made  strong  representations  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  go  a  great  deal  further  than  we  have 
gone.  My  own  opinion  is  that,  where  there 
is  a  fair  margin  between  the  price  of  the  raw 
material  and  the  price  of  the  manufactured 
article,  it  should  not  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  what  I  may  term  an  exorbitant  rate 
to  be  obtained  by  manufacturers  by  the  pro- 
vision to  use  the  raw  spirits  in  bond.  There  is 
also  an  alteration  with  regard  to  the  importa- 
tion of  stones  for  the  manufacture  of  jewellery. 
A  duty  was  proposed  in  connection  with  these. 
Since  the  proposals  have  been  before  the  House 
a  number  of  those  familiar  with  and  interested 
in  the  trade  have  interviewed  the  Government 
and  have  made  their  representations  upon  this 
matter,  and,  as  the  result  of  interviews,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  expedi- 
ent the  proposals  originally  submitted  to  the 
House  should  be  retained.  The  one  thing  that 
has  actuated  the  Government  in  connection 
with  the  tariff  is,  if  possible,  to  have  it  made 
right,  as  far  as  right  can  be  made,  with  those 
working  under  it  in  this  country,  and  to  en- 
oourage  the  various  industries  that  must  be 
affected  by  our  Customs  tariff.  In  connection 
with  this,  I  also  desire  to  say  that  the  proposed 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  jewellery  is  reduced  to 
20  per  cent.  I  wish  to  say  why  this  reduction 
has  been  thought  necessary.  I  pointed  out 
that  it  was  inexpedient  to  put  a  very  high  duty 
against  jewellery,  on  account  of  the  likelihood 
it  would  lead  to  smuggling  into  this  country ; 
and,  as  the  result  of  further  investigation,  I  am 
more  than  ever  convinced  that  the  effect  would 
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be  to  defeat  what  we  intended — namely,  to 
enable  a  certain  amount  of  revenue  to  be  ob- 
tained, and  to  prevent  the  wholesale  or  large 
importations  of  jewellery  which  would  come 
into  competition  with  the' locally-manufactured 
article.  This  is  one  of  the  items  that  have 
been  reduced  from  the  rates  previously  sub- 
mitted. It  is  proposed  also  to  make  a  differ- 
ence between  mouldings  and  picture- frames. 
This  is  an  industry  in  this  country  which, 
I  may  say,  is  one  of  some  importance  to  a 
good  many  people.  Under  former  tariffs  the 
duty  on  both  was  the  same,  but,  as  the  re- 
sult of  inquiry,  I  am  of  opinion,  and  I  think 
honourable  members  will  concur,  that  it  is 
desirable  to  discriminate  between  the  mould- 
ings themselves  before  they  are  prepared  for 
picture- frames  and  after  they  are  made  into 
picture-frames.  An  alteration  is  suggested  in 
connection  with  the  duty  which  is  proposed  to 
be  levied  upon  electric  machinery,  and  upon 
machinery  for  gas-making  purposes,  introduced 
to  this  country.  The  duty  is  proposed  to  be 
10  per  cent.  This  is  put  on  entirely,  I  may 
say,  for  revenue  purposes.  It  is  not  put  on 
in  any  way  with  the  view  of  restricting  the 
importation  of  either  gas  machinery  or  electric 
machinery  ;  but  I  think  the  House  will  concur 
with  me  when  I  say  it  appears  to  me  that 
these  two  classes  of  articles  should  be  placed 
in  the  same  category  and  pay  a  similar  amount 
of  duty.  It  is  also  proposed  to  make  the  duty 
on  plain  and  barbed  fencing -wire  Is.  per 
hundredweight.  In  the  former  tariff  the  duty 
was  28.  per  hundredweight  on  barbed  wire, 
and  Is.  on  plain  fencing- wire.  In  the  former 
proposals  it  was  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  plain  fencing -wire  from  Is.  to  6d.,  and 
on  barbed  wire  from  2s.  to  Is.  Now,  as  the 
result  of  the  desire  to  enable  the  consumers 
to  feel  the  concession  made  on  tea  especially, 
it  is  necessary  not  to  give  way  as  much  as 
we  intended  to  do  originally  upon  some  of 
the  other  items,  but  this  alteration  is  made 
without  any  hardship.  There  is  a  consider- 
able concession  now  made  in  the  resolutions, 
and  to  make  the  duty  Is.  per  hundredweight 
all  round  is,  I  think,  a  fair  thing  to  do.  Now, 
Sir,  I  also  desire  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  effect  upon  leather  manu- 
factures, saddlery,  harness,  whips,  and  whip- 
thongs.  If  honourable  members  will  refer  to 
the  former  proposals  they  will  find  that  it  was 
proposed  to  levy  a  duty  of  25  per  cent.  It  is 
now  intended  to  ask  the  House  to  agree  to  20 
per  cent.  only.  When  the  matter  was  formerly 
before  the  House  it  was  as  the  result  of  informa- 
tion which  we  had  at  the  time.  It  was  believed 
to  be  a  desirable  increase  to  make,  to  put  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  these  articles.  Since 
then,  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  those 
who  ought  to  know  most  about  it,  and  those  for 
whom  doubtless  the  original  recommendation 
was  made,  have  represented  that  the  increase 
should  not  be  given  effect  to.  They  are  the 
people  who,  with  two  exceptions  in  one  of  the 
cities,  have  urged  that  to  make  the  duty  25 
per  cent,  would  be  rather  against  their  in- 
terests, and  would  not  tend  to  what  was  con- 
Mr.  Ward 


templated ;  and  as  the  alterations  in  the  tariff 
generally  are  made  with  the  view  of  assisting 
industries  and  for  revenue  purposes,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  upon  further  consideration,  that 
20  per  cent,  will  meet  all  that  is  required  as 
far  as  these  two  articles  are  concerned.  Now* 
honourable  members  know  that  shirtings  and 
flannelettes  are  at  10  per  cent.  I  now  wish 
o  0  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
'  *  the  alteration  here  in  connection  with 
cotton  piece-goods.  If  honourable  members 
will  refer  to  the  resolutions  they  will  see  it  ia 
proposed  to  levy  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  vel- 
veteens and  plushes  of  all  kinds — on  sateens, 
linenettes,  crepons,  crimps,  zephyrs,  ginghams,. 
et  cetera.  As  I  am  limited  as  to  time  I  will  just 
tell  the  House  what  the  further  changes  are. 
Honourable  members  will  also  see  that  copy- 
ing-paper, medium  and  double-foolscap,  in 
original  wrappers  and  labels,  is  proposed  to- 
be  free.  Traction-engines  are  also  included  in 
the  free-list,  and  so  are  bent  wheel-rims,  and 
binder-twine.  This,  I  am  sure,  will  be  satis- 
factory to  honourable  members,  as  it  is  to  me. 
Marble,  granite,  and  other  stone,  not  dressed 
or  polished,  are  to  be  admitted  free.  Match- 
boxes, cardboard  only,  are  to  be  admitted  free. 
As  my  time  is  up,  Sir,  I  shall  say  no  more,  but 
will  simply  move  the  resolutions. 

Captain"  RUSSELL.  — Sir,  if  we  required, 
another  illustration  of  how  utterly  absurd  our 
time-limit  is,  we  have  had  it  to-night.  I  was 
really  extremely  sorry  to  interrupt  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  the  speech  he  was  making  ; 
but  unless  we  do  endeavour  in  some  way  to 
adhere  to  our  Standing  Orders  it  is  impossible 
to  know  into  what  state  of  confusion  the  House 
will  plunge  itself.  It  has  been  to  me  a  source 
of  extreme  gratification  to  see  these  amended 
resolutions,  as  it  goes  very  materially  to  prove 
that  the  course  which  was  taken  by  the  Oppo- 
sition blx  weeks  ago  has  been  of  the  most 
material  benefit  to  the  colony,  in  so  far  as  then 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  told  us  that  he  was- 
satisfied  that  his  finance  would  really  derive 
£10,000  more  from  the  Customs  tariff  than 
was  the  case  under  "  The  Customs  Duties  Act, 
1888,"  whereas  now  he  comes  down  and  tells- 
us  he  can  do  with  £7,000  less  than  he  was 
receiving  before. 

An  Hon.  Member.— £17,000. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  that  makes  the 
difference  £17,000  altogether. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  was  going  to  tell  you  how  I 
intended  to  make  it  up,  when  I  was  stopped. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  is  this  an  evidence 
of  the  extreme  soundness  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer's finance?  He  commenced  by  saying  that 
under  his  scheme  he  estimated  a  surplus  of 
£9,000  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  I  presume  - 
this  will  now  reduce  his  surplus  to  £2,000.  I 
suppose  he  thinks  that  is  quite  enough  for  him 
to  come  and  go  upon.  I  believe — though  it  is 
difficult  to  compare  the  two  tariffs,  owing  to 
the  hurried  glance  we  have  had  at  this  one — 
that  this  tariff  is  still  more  ridiculous  than  the 
one  that  was  introduced  before.  In  this  one 
we  have  the  most  absurd  things  that  one  oould 
possibly  imagine.     Why,  even   the  wretched  i 
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schoolboy  is  to  be  taxed  1  What  is  the  object 
of  taking  away  the  few  luxuries  that  our 
children  get  for  their  pocket-money — such  as 
fruit  and  other  things  ?  Why  are  they  singled 
out  for  special  taxation?  There  is  a  clear 
100  per  cent,  tax  to  be  put  on  coooanuts.  Is 
this  done  to  irritate  the  schoolboy?  1  can- 
cot  see  what  other  object  there  is ;  but  I  am 
•extremely  glad,  from  an  Opposition  point  of 
view,  that  the  Government  should  have  com- 
menced to  irritate  the  schoolboy,  as  they  have 
irritated  almost  every  person  in  this  colony, 
because  any  one  who  takes  any  interest  what- 
ever in  politics  will  know  that  every  child 
will  be  educated  to  think  with  scorn  on  the 
•doings  of  this  Ministry,  inasmuch  as  he  will  be 
suffering  from  the  taxation  imposed  upon  him. 
Then,  any  person  who  chooses  to  import  his 
clothes  from  Home  will  have  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional duty.  That  might,  perhaps,  not  have 
•caused  much  irritation,  but  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer has  had  the  advantage  of  going  Home, 
and  has  returned  a  model  of  English  tailoring. 
The  way  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  returned  reminds  me  very  much  of  a  line 
•of  Byron.    He  has  returned— 

Made  up  by  youth  and  love,  and  by  an  army  tailor. 

The  honourable  gentleman  lias  come  back  with 
boxes  of  English  clothes.  But  I  am  happy  to 
see  now  in  these  resolutions  that  first  of  all 
he  taxes  the  schoolboy,  so  that  he  may  be 
educated  up  from  his  earliest  childhood  to 
see  that  there  is  not  much  in  modern  Liberal- 
ism after  all.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  prepared  to  attack  the  ladies  on  their 
dress  and  their  fineries.  I  know  the  honour- 
able gentleman  stated  outside  the  walls  of 
this  House  that  it  was  intended  to  lessen  the 
tax  on  ladies'  fineries ;  but,  Sir,  I  perceive 
he  has  ohanged  his  mind.  Perhaps  his  finance 
is  not  so  strong  as  it  was.  The  ladies  also, 
like  the  men,  are  to  have  40  per  cent,  duty  put 
on  everything  they  get  from  the  Old  Country. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  think  our  own  tailors  and 
•dressmakers  can  do  the  work  just  as  well. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
-personal,  but  I  would  particularly  like  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  difference 
between  the  English-made  clothes  and  the 
colonial,  as  shown  in  the  attire  of  the  Hon. 
the  Premier  and  of  his  colleague  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  undesirable  that  we 
at  this  moment  should  discuss  this  tariff  reso- 
lution :  we  cannot  possibly  do  justice  to  the 
subject.  We  shall  have  an  opportunity  when 
the  Tariff  Bill  is  brought  down ;  but  so  far  as 
it  is  possible  for  me  to  say  on  hurriedly  look- 
ing at  this  tariff  now,  I  may  say  that  from  the 
-commencement  we  complained  of  anomalies, 
and  I  gave  notice  that  I  would  move  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Tariff  Bill  that  any 
anomalies  should  be  abolished ;  but  those 
anomalies,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  are  now  al- 
most greater  than  they  were  before.  Really, 
«no  relief  is  granted  to  the  taxpayer  at  all, 
and  it  is  full  time  that  the  country  should  be 
made  aware  of  this  fact :  that  we  are  the  most 
ijeavily  taxed  of  all  the  Australasian  Colonies, 


|  if  not  in  the  whole  English-speaking  world. 

J  And  yet  the  Government  have  no  intention 
whatsoever  of  retrenchment  or  of  economy  in 
any  sense  of  the  word.  There  might  be  a 
wretched  clipping-down  of  a  salary  here  and 
there,  and  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  some 
hard  -  worked  man,  but,  as  to  any  efficient 
scheme  of  retrenchment  by  which  a  reduction 
of  the  taxes  of  this  grossly  overtaxed  country 
shall  be  brought  about,  the  Ministry  have  no 
comprehension  of  that  at  all.  They  apparently 
have  no  other  scheme  than  to  try  and  squeeze 
the  already  over-squeezed  orange,  and  extract 
the  last  drop  of  juice  from  it.  They  show  no 
desire  whatever  to  relieve  from  taxation  those 
people  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it.  Taking  the 
list,  as  one  looks  through  it,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  it  would  appear  to  me,  at  any  rate, 
that  there  has  been  an  utter  absence  of  any- 
thing approaching  a  statesmanlike  and  com- 
prehensive grasp  of  our  necessities.  Why  the 
country  should  have  been  kept  as  it  has  been 
kept  now  for  nearly  two  months  in  an  uncertain 
position  with  regard  to  its  commercial  relations 
for  a  mere  gain  of  £10,000,  which  is  now  said 
to  be  a  loss  of  some  £7,000  a  year,  I  cannot  pos- 
sibly understand.  Have  the  Government  really 
attempted  to  do  justice  to  the  subject  ?  1  will 
take  the  opportunity  when  the  Tariff  Bill  comes 
on  of  dealing  with  many  of  the  items  in  detail, 
and  will  point  out  how  unsatisfactory  are  many 
of  the  proposals.  Sir,  when  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer was  speaking  just  now  he  made  a  state- 
ment which  seemed  to  be  of  the  most  vital 
importance  to  this  colony,,  and  one  which 
I  think  the  Committee  should  take  notice 
of.  Speaking  of  the  manufacture  of  matches, 
which  has  lately  been  started  in  this  colony,  he 
said  he  found  that  promises  had  been  made  to 
these  match-manufacturers  that  the  taxation 
on  imports  of  matches  would  not  be  altered. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  it  is  a  most  ex- 
traordinary thing  that  the  acoustic  properties 
of  this  House  are  such  that  we  cannot  hear 
on  this  side  of  the  House  what  Ministers  on 
that  side  say,  but  I  am  very  much  surprised  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  use  words 
uncommonly  like  what  I  have  stated.  He  cer- 
tainly said  that  promises  had  been  made  to  the 
match-manufaoturers  that  the  taxation  should 
not  be  altered.  Well,  it  is  a  very  serious  thing 
for  this  country  if  no  alteration  is  to  take  place 
on  account  of  the  promise  of  an  autocratic 
Minister.  I  do  not  think  it  is  proper  for  a 
Minister  to  say  that  no  tax  6hall  be  reduced 
for  fear  of  injuring  the  pockets,  for  instance, 
of  the  match-manufaoturers,  so  that  £12,000 
a  year  is  put  into  their  pockets  at  the  expense 
of  the  people  who  use  the  matches.  The  sum 
itself  that  may  be  involved  is  not  of  very 
great  consequence,  but  if  once  we  hear  the 
principle  affirmed,  and  do  not  resent  it  on  the 
first  opportunity,  that  Ministers  could  go  out- 
side the  House  and  promise  what  the  House 
would  do  in  connection  with  the  taxation 
levied  on  the  people,  we  are  departing  from 
the  immemorial  privileges  of  English-speaking 
people,  and  allowing  a  precedent  which  ought 
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not  to  be  tolerated.  From  first  to  last  I  believe 
Ministers  have  never  considered  the  tariff  ques- 
tion at  all.  We  have  had  an  example  shown 
us — how  the  Minister  knew  nothing  about  the 
duty  he  is  imposing  on  flannelettes.  He  was 
again  badly  briefed,  and  had  to  go  to  his  attor- 
ney for  advice  upon  the  subject.  From  first 
to  last  there  has  been  evidence  of  gross  care- 
lessness in  altering  the  finances  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Sir,  a  most  unusual  course 
has  been  followed  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition in  commencing  to  debate  now  the  tariff 
proposals,  which  are,  as  a  rule,  first  formally 
moved,  and  the  debate  reserved  for  a  later 
stage.  It  is  the  first  time  I  have  known  it 
done  in  the  House.  And  at  the  same  time  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  probably  not  forget 
that  he  asked  yesterday  that  time  might  be 
given  when  the  Bill  came  down,  so  that 
members  might  understand  the  proposals  and 
be  in  a  better  position  to  debate  them.  I 
think  it  is,  therefore,  very  inconsistent  of  him 
to-night,  immediately  the  proposals  have  been 
read,  and  before  the  Treasurer  has  finished  his 
explanation,  to  attack  the  proposals ;  but,  he 
having  followed  this  course,  it  would  be  very 
unwise  to  allow  his  remarks  to  go  unchallenged. 
What  is  the  form  of  laying  the  resolutions  on 
the  table  for?  We  know  that  in  fixing  the 
tariff  it  is  necessary  to  take  the  public  into  our 
confidence,  more  particularly  those  who  are 
interested.  You  cannot  tell  them  beforehand. 
You  may  go  through  the  tariff,  as  in  this  case 
was  done  by  a  Commission ;  Ministers  may  go 
carefully  through  it ;  but  it  is  only  when  the 
proposals  assume  a  concrete  form,  and  are 
placed  before  the  public,  that  those  proposals 
enable  the  persons  principally  interested  to 
show  to  the  Government  and  Parliament  the 
bearings  the  tariff  will  have  on  trade  and  in- 
dustry. Then,  I  say,  no  Government  would 
be  fit  to  sit  on  these  benches  who,  when 
it  has  been  found  to  be  necessary,  by  posi- 
tive proof  and  after  fair  consideration  given, 
would  not  be  prepared  to  remodel  the  tariff  so 
as  to  do  what  is  intended  and  what  the  people 
desire.  The  result  of  placing  the  proposals 
before  the  country  is  now  before  us.  We  be- 
lieve these  things  are  necessary.  I  noticed  the 
honourable  gentleman  carefully  refrained  from 
mentioning  the  fact  that  we  proposed  to  reduce 
on  three  articles— rice,  kerosene,  and  tea.  We 
were  told  that  the  consumer,  whom  it  was  in- 
tended to  benefit,  would  not  receive  any  benefit 
for  the  loss  of  revenue  which  was  proposed  in 
our  former  resolutions.  We  were  told,  both  by 
members  of  the  House  and  by  people  outside, 
that  the  best  course  to  adopt  was  to  make  the 
reduction  of  such  an  amount  as  that  the  con- 
sumer would  get  the  benefit  of  it.  The  Govern- 
ment carefully  considered  it.  It  seems  a  very 
large  sum,  and  the  Government  were  very  re- 
luctant to  lose  the  £50,000  that  we  lose  by  re- 
ducing tea  by  3d.  per  pound,  but  we  are  assured 
that  by  making  this  substantial  reduction  the 
consumer  will  get  the  benefit  of  it,  and  hence 
the  amended  proposal.  As  regards  the  other 
two  articles,  we  cannot  givo  the  reductions  on 
kerosene  and  rice,  and  there  are  other  reasons 
Captain  Russell 


why  reduction  should  not  take  place  on  rice, 
but  1  will  not  mention  them  here.  After  we 
have  lost  such  a  large  sum,  by  giving  what  has 
been  asked  for  and  demanded  by  the  people, 
something  in  the  way  of  a  free  breakfast-table 
— giving  the  great  masses  some  substantial  re- 
duction in  the  Customs  revenue — having  made 
this  reduction  it  is  necessary  we  should  keep- 
our  finance  fairly  strong.  Whilst  the  state- 
ment was  made  that  the  increase  was  only 
£10,000,  members  on  that  side  would  insist  that 
there  was  much  more,  as  they  said,  up  the 
Treasurer's  sleeve  than  the  £10,000.  Even 
then  the  cry  arose  that  we  had  no  right,  at  all 
events,  to  increase  our  revenue  by  indirect  taxa- 
tion through  the  Customs.  Now  that  the  Trea- 
surer comes  down  with  amended  proposals,  and 
proves  very  conclusively — and  this  cannot  be 
gainsaid,  because  there  is  £50,000  off  tea  itself 
— that  we  have  faced  a  loss  of  £7,000,  still  my 
honourable  friends  opposite  are  not  pleased. 
I  should  have  thought,  seeing  that  they  have^ 
done  their  best  from  beginning  to  end  to  wreck 
the  finance  of  the  colony,  that  when  they  saw 
this  loss  they  would  have  hailed  it  with  delight. 
Honourable  members  could  see  how  delighted 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  to-night  in 
discussing  this  matter  when  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
weakened  the  finance  to  the  extent  of  £7,000 
a  year.  But  we  see  the  silver  lining  to  the 
dark  cloud  that  is  overhanging  the  colony  ; 
we  think  that  the  dark  cloud  is  beginning  to 
move  away,  and  the  outlook  is  a  little  brighter 
than  when  we  first  brought  down  our  tariff 
proposals.  Under  these  circumstances,  even 
though  under  the  proposals  the  revenue  is  to 
lose  £7,000  a  year,  we  are  prepared  to  take 
our  chance.  The  honourable  gentleman  com- 
plained of  the  additional  taxation  placed  on 
ladies'  dresses.  We  calculated  that  exception 
would  be  taken  by  him,  and  by  those  on  his. 
side,  to  the  imposition  of  increased  taxation 
on  ladies'  dresses  imported  into  the  colony. 
We  have  come  to  the  conclusion — whilst  the 
honourable  member,  not  offensively,  referred  to 
myself  and  what  the  tailors  in  the  colony  can. 
do  or  cannot  do  as  compared  with  what  they 
can  do  at  Home — that,  as  far  as  the  dress- 
makers of  New  Zealand  are  concerned,  they 
can,  given  a  fair  opportunity,  more  than  com- 
pare with  their  sisters  in  the  Mother-country. 
I  would  not  objeot  so  much  if  it  were  only  com- 
petition with  their  sisters  in  Great  Britain ; 
but  we  have  the  Parisian  dressmakers,  and  the 
time  has  now  arrived  in  this  country  when 
those  who  will  go  to  Paris  must  pay  for  going 
to  Paris.  Not  only  that,  but  we  found  there 
was  great  complaint.  The  dressmakers  said, 
"  You  have  protected  the  tailors  by  putting  sw- 
duty  on  suits  imported  for  gentlemen,  but  you 
allow  ladies'  dresses  to  come  in  free :  we  de- 
mand to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  " ;  and  we 
have  done  so,  and  in  my  opinion  we  have  done 
the  right  thing.  Those  living  in  this  country, 
who  make  their  money  in  it,  and  are  not  satis- 
fied with  wearing  the  dresses  or  clothes  made 
in  this  country — I  say,  if  they  want  the  luxury 
of  imported  articles  they  must  pay  for  them* 
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and  very  few  will  sympathise  with  them.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  does  not,  like  myself, 
patronise  local  industry. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — The  Premier  said 
the  Government  had  to  find  out  what  the 
public  required  —  that  they  had  to  take  the 
public  into  their  confidence.  This  is  the  third 
edition — the  third  time  of  asking  on  the  part  of 
the  Treasurer  from  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 
I  wonder  when  he  will  really  bring  down  the 
tariff  that  ho  intends  the  House  to  discuss. 
First  he  sets  up  a  Commission,  and  it  collects 
no  end  of  evidence.  We  had  all  the  fallacies 
submitted  to  us  which  were  foisted  on  the 
honourable  gentleman  during  his  electric  tour 
south  last  week,  and  it  is  in  the  South  he 
formed  these  opinions.  We  had  this  proposal 
before  us :  that  boots  should  be  subjected  to  2s. 
a  pair  in  addition  to  25  per  cent.  We  inquired 
into  the  matter,  and  found  the  thing  to  be  ab- 
solutely an  absurdity,  and  rejected  it ;  but  the 
Treasurer,  in  his  haste,  has  swallowed  it.  He 
■aid  it  only  applied  to  shoddy  boots.  Then,  let 
ns  take  him  on  this  issue.  1  find  that  what  the 
Treasurer  placed  in  the  tariff  is  even  more  than 
the  bootmakers  in  the  centres  of  population 
demanded.  He  is  putting  2s.  per  pair  on 
every  pair  of  boots  under  5s.  What  does  this 
mean  ?  A  great  many  of  those  imported  into  the 
colony  are  for  infants,  the  prime  cost  of  which 
is  not  more  than  Is.,  and  these  are  to  be  sub- 
jected to  a  duty  of  2s.— 200  per  cent,  on  the 
original  cost  —  and  a  duty  of  25  per  cent. 
in  addition.  And  that  is  on  the  poor  people  of 
the  colony.  Who  use  these  boots  most  ?  Are 
the  great  mass  of  children  not  the  children  of 
the  poorer  people  of  New  Zealand  ?  And  yet 
they  are  to  have  225  per  cent,  put  on  their 
boots.  The  shoemaker*  waited  on  the  Tariff 
Commission  in  Christchurch,  and  all  they 
demanded  on  this  item  was :  on  boys'  boots, 
1  to  5,  Is.  6d. ;  yet  he  is  actually  putting 
on  25  per  cent,  above  the  highest  demand 
submitted  to  the  Tariff  Commission.  The  pro- 
posal was  so  absurd  that  it  was  rejected  by 
the  Commission.  Then,  going  to  the  smaller 
sizes,  all  the  shoemakers  required  was  6d.,  and 
he  is  putting  on  2s.,  and  25  per  cent,  in  addi- 
tion, which  increases  the  price  to  the  extent  of 
900  per  cent.  Then  they  asked  that  sizes  0 
to  8  should  be  free ;  they  cost  about  Is.  or  6d. 
per  pair :  yet  2s.  and  25  per  cent,  is  to  be  added. 
Could  anything  be  more  absurd?  Yet  these 
are  the  carefully- thought -out  proposals  that 
are  to  be  submitted  to  the  House.  Then,  there 
are  slippers :  it  is  in  evidence  that  a  quantity 
of  slippers  suitable  for  children's  wear  are  im- 
ported at  7s.  6d.  per  dozen.  The  cost  of  these 
is  7Jd.  per  pair  ;  then,  there  is  the  duty  of  2s., 
making  the  cost  2s.  7£d.,  and  25  per  cent,  on 
this,  making  an  article  that  originally  cost  7£d. 
carry  a  duty  of  about  2s.  3d.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  people  will  think  when  they  read  such 
proposals.  Then,  there  is  the  match  industry. 
The  Premier  and  his  friends  were  taken  round 
*  match-factory  here.    The  honourable  gentle- 

~  oq     man  went  through  that  factory,  and 

*    he    was    immensely    delighted    with 

the   whole    performance,    and    he    approved, 


I  think,  of  the  only  match-faotory  in  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  WARD. —  Did  you  say  that  I  went 
there? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  was  referring  to 
the  Premier,  who  was  taken  round  the  match- 
factory  at  Newtown. 

An  Hon.  Member.— You  said  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — Perhaps  both 
honourable  gentlemen  were  taken  around.  Cer- 
tainly the  Premier  was  there,  and  he  at  once, 
without  considering  the  effect  upon  the  revenue 
of  the  colony  of  a  protective  tariff,  brings  in  this 
protective  tariff.  In  order  to  employ  a  hand- 
ful of  people  in  New  Zealand,  the  whole  of  the 
people  of  the  oolony  who  use  matches  are  re- 
quired to  pay  a  largely- increased  price.  What 
is  the  position  annually  in  connection  with 
this  matter?  We  reap  £16,000  a  year  duty 
from  imported  matches,  and  if  these  matches 
are  made  in  New  Zealand  the  colony  loses  in 
the  first  instance  that  amount  of  revenue,  ex- 
cept some  little  revenue  on  a  few  things  used  by 
the  factory,  and  the  person  buying  the  matches 
has  to  pay  it  in  the  price  he  gives  for  them,  the 
matches  being  little  or  no  cheaper  to  the  user ; 
so  that  not  only  does  the  revenue  suffer  to  the 
extent  of  £16,000  a  year,  but  the  matches  are 
still  as  dear,  while  the  colonists  have  to  make 
up  the  revenue  thus  lost  to  the  oountry  in  some 
other  way.  Meantime  the  most  of  the  amount 
goes  into  the  pockets  of  a  few  makers,  who 
employ  a  number  of  lads  and  girls.  Is  that  the 
principle  to  be  adopted  in  this  colony?  Are 
the  people  who  use  the  bulk  of  the  articles 
imported  into  this  colony,  and  who  really  form 
the  purchasing- power  of  the  colony— I  refer  to 
the  agricultural  population  and  the  miners — 
are  they  not  to  be  considered  ?  Their  produce 
is  all  sent  to  the  markets  of  the  world ;  they 
get  no  benefit  from  protection,  as  the  prioe 
they  get  in  the  Home  market  regulates  tha 
value  of  their  produce  here. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.  — What  about  the 
local  markets  ? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Do  you  mean  to  say 
that  the  local  market  influences  the  price  of 
our  produce  ?  How  can  the  looal  markets  in- 
fluence the  value  of  these  products?  Do  we 
not  export  a  vast  surplus  ?  If  the  local  market 
consumed  the  amount  that  is  produced,  then  it 
would  influence  our  values ;  but  it  does  not. 
The  markets  of  the  world  determine  the  value 
of  our  frozen  mutton,  wool,  butter,  cheese, 
and  every  other  article  that  we  produoe.  The 
price  of  an  article  in  the  market  at  a  distance 
is  ascertained,  and  the  price  given  for  it  here 
is  gauged  by  that  price  less  the  cost  of  put- 
ting that  article  in  that  market.  Let  us 
come  to  consider  some  of  the  questions  in  this 
tariff.  I  am  glad  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  reduced  the  binder-twine  duty.  In 
that  he  has  complied  with  the  notice  of  mo- 
tion I  gave  a  fow  days  ago.  I  gave  notice  to 
move  that  binder-twine,  flax  sheetings,  forfars,. 
and  certain  other  articles  should  be  admitted 
duty-free,  and  I  am  thankful  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  taken  the  hint.  Now  one 
word  about  this  Tariff  Commission.     I  hope 
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that  we  shall  hear  to-night  the  last  of  erroneous 
references  to  that  Commission,  at  any  rate  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned.  Whenever  the  tariff 
has  been  placed  on  the  floor  of  the  House  it 
has  been  thrown  across  at  me  that  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Commission  that  made  oertain 
recommendations.  Sir,  I  raised  my  voice  as 
frequently  as  possible  against  the  imposition 
of  those  duties,  and  here  is  my  recorded  dis- 
sent added  to  that  report : — 

"  Although,  speaking  generally,  the  report  is 
in  accordance  with  the  evidence  given,  still, 
that  evidence,  where  offered  in  favour  of  protec- 
tive duties,  is  inconclusive  and  untrustworthy, 
for  the  following  reasons  :  The  evidence  given 
was  ex  parte ;  it  was  never  published  in  detail 
—often  not  at  all — and  thus  the  other  side  of 
the  question  was  not  heard.  As  a  rosult,  the 
manufacturers,  and  those  having  large  interests 
to  serve  by  influencing  the  Commission,  came 
before  it,  whilst  the  muoh  larger  class,  of  con- 
sumers, did  not." 

Then,  I  added  a  paragraph  in  which  my  ob- 
jections were  summed  up,  and,  if  the  division- 
lists  are  examined  it  will  be  found  that  I 
frequently  stood  alone,  and  gave  my  votes  in 
the  direction  I  am  indicating  and  advocating 
now.  What  is  the  effect  of  this  last  tariff  list 
as  proposed  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  ?  First, 
we  had  the  duty  on  fencing-wire  restored  in  the 
tariff  as  brought  down  the  other  day.  There 
is  £4,800  to  add  in  that  respect.  Now  the 
Government  have  increased  the  duty  on  bulk 
wire,  and  that  is  the  reason  for  leaving  the 
minor  quantity  of  wire  imported  subject  to  the 
lower  duty.  Then,  kerosene  is  to  be  increased 
to  the  extent  of  £6,400.  Cotton  piece-goods, 
which  in  many  instances  formerly  were  free  of 
duty,  are  now  to  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent.  They  are  largely  in  use  amongst 
the  working  people  of  the  colony,  and  they  are 
to  be  increased  by  10  per  cent,  and  20  per 
cent. ;  and  also  many  more  articles  of  that 
sort.  Let  us  come  to  the  question  of  this  for- 
far,  which  is  only  to  be  exempt  from  duty  if 
it  is  cut  into  certain  ridiculous  shapes,  fit  to 
hold  flour.  If  the  workman  requires  to  use 
that  article  for  any  other  purpose  he  will  have 
to  pay  the  duty.  Now,  why  should  a  miller  be 
exempt  and  a  workman  be  taxed  on  the  same 
article  ?  With  regard  to  shirtings,  we  were  told 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  that  all  shirtings 
are  to  be  free.  But  are  all  shirtings  free  ?  All 
good  cotton  shirtings  were  originally  free :  now 
it  is  only  the  poorer  quality.  A  gentleman 
can  still  buy  the  finest  fabric  duty-free;  but 
the  thrifty  wife  of  a  workman  cannot  buy  a 
good  shirting  now  for  her  husband  duty-free. 
It  is  only  rubbish  that  is  to  be  free,  and  the 
good  shirtings  are  to  pay  a  heavy  duty — the 
very  reverse  of  the  polioy  the  Treasurer  has 
applied  to  boots  and  shoes :  and,  in  that  con- 
nection, it  should  be  possible  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  shoddy  boots. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— the  position  in  which  we 
are  placed  to-night  is  a  very  peculiar  one.  This 
is  the  third  tariff  we  have  had.  I  do  not  know 
how  one  can  describe  it,  except  by  taking  some 
leading  name  from  the  list.  I  find  that  the 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


first  article  on  the  free-list  of  the  present  tariff 
is  "  mutton-birds  "  :  so  we  might  term  the  first 
tariff  the  "  mutton-bird  tariff."  Then  we  had 
the  second  tariff,  or  the  "  flannelette  tariff/' 
Now  we  have  this  tariff.  The  first  article  in  it 
is  "  cocoanuts,"  and  we  might  call  it  the 
"  cocoanut  tariff."  I  have  been  thinking  for 
some  time  as  to  how  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
came  to  frame  these  different  tariffs,  and  at 
last  found  out  from  whom  he  lias  got  the  in- 
spiration. No  doubt  on  his  travels  he  would 
not  confine  himself  to  reading  over  tariffs  or 
blue-books ;  very  likely  lie  sometimes  spent  his 
time  with  a  novel ;  and  in  a  recent  novel  pub- 
lished in  Holland  I  find  that  the  Minister  of 
Finance  laid  down  the  principle  which  has  been 
followed  in  this  tariff.  This  is  the  explanation. 
He  said, — 

"  The  Ministry  were  going  to  reduce  the  soap- 
tax  a  penny  in  the  pound  by  adding  twopence 
to  the  salt-tax.  It  was  a  clever  system,  for 
it  augmented  the  revenue,  and  it  always  left 
somebody  content  because  his  taxes  had  been 
reduced." 

That  seems  to  be  the  idea  in  this  tariff.  Let 
me  say,  first,  what  is  the  position  this  Commit- 
tee should  take  up.  I  understand  from  the 
Premier  that  no  tariff  ought  to  be  put  through 
until  the  people  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
considering  it.  That  being  so,  this  new  tariff 
cannot  be  considered  by  this  House  until  the 
people  of  the  colony  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  considering  it.  Adopting  the  Premier's  sug- 
gestion, I  presume  that  this  tariff  will  be  post- 
poned, at  any  rate,  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
until  the  colony  knows  what  the  proposals  are, 
because  this  is  entirely  a  change  of  front  in  re- 
gard to  many  of  the  items.  I  am  not  going  to 
deal  with  all  the  details  in  the  tariff,  but  before 
going  further  I  might  refer  to  two.  The  ques- 
tion of  boots  and  shoes  I  might  refer  to.  I 
might  say  that  I  have  seen  the  communica- 
tions from  those  who  urged  protection  for 
boots  and  shoes,  and  they  have  never  asked 
for  such  protection  as  this.  They  ask  that 
the  duty  on  the  highest  class  of  boots  shall 
be  6d.  instead  of  2s.,  and  they  wish  to  have  a 
graduated  scale  of  duty  at  per  pair.  So  much 
for  that  proposal.  With  regard  to  matches,  I 
understood  the  Premier  to  say  that  no  promise 
had  been  made — that  the  tariff  was  to  remain 
the  same  as  under  the  old  tariff. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  said  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  stated  that.  I  said  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
did  not  say  so. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  shall  take  the  statement 
of  a  witness  that  is  given  in  print.  This  evi- 
dence was  given  before  the  Committee,  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  accepted.  It  is  the  evidence 
of  one  of  the  match-manufacturers,  and  this  is 
what  he  said  : — 

41  When  I  first  came  here  I  had  an  interview 
with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward  relative  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  match-factory,  and  I  asked 
what  inducements  the  Government  would  give 
me  to  establish  a  business  here.  He  received 
me  cordially,  and  expressed  himself  favour- 
able to  the  establishment  of  a  match  or  any 
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•other  factory,  and  said  they  would  give  me  all 
the  help  they  could.  I  spoke  to  him  about  the 
tariff,  and  asked  if  there  was  likely  to  he  any 
alteration  in  it,  and  he  told  me  I  could  rest 
•quite  assured,  not  only  verbally,  hut  he  also 
wrote  me,  that  there  would  be  no  alteration  in 
the  tariff  during  the  time  the  present  Govern- 
ment lasted. 

41  641.  Do  you  mean  no  alteration  in  the  tariff 
At  all,  or  in  that  particular  item — matches  ? — 
In  that  particular  industry  I  was  about  to  esta- 
blish. In  view  of  this  fact,  I  took  some  pre- 
mises here  and  started  in  a  small  way,  to  see 
bow  the  thing  went.  I  am  about  purchasing 
a  piece  of  land  to  put  up  a  larger  and  more 
«ui table  factory. 

"  642.  Mr.  Tanner.]  Did  Mr.  Ward  say  during 
the  term  of  the  present  Government  or  present 
Parliament? — The  present  Government. 

"643.  Then,  did  you  understand  that  if  they 
were  in  power  fifty  years  there  would  be  no 
-alteration  in  that  item  ? — Not  in  my  particu- 
lar industry." 

That  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Bell,  the  match- 
manufacturer ;  so  that  the  pledge  was  given 
by  the  Treasurer  and  by  nobody  else.  What 
is  the  position  that  we  are  placed  in  in  dealing 
with  this  tariff?  There  are  some  items  in  it 
that  I  consider  just  as  objectionable  as  some 
of  the  items  in  the  previous  tariff,  and  what  I 
ask  at  present  is  that,  if  we  are  to  pass  this 
tariff  to-night,  there  should  he  given  time  to 
the  people  of  the  colony  to  consider  the  new 
Alterations.  Almost  every  member  of  the 
House  has  received  letters  and  communica- 
tions from  various  people  in  the  colony  as  to 
what  the  new  tariff  should  be,  and  if  we  are  to 
have  a  new  tariff  brought  down  we  ought  to 
inow  how  it  will  affect  particular  industries. 
There  are  various  things  that  will  affect  a  par- 
ticular industry  very  much,  and  the  whole  of 
the  information  that  we  have  got  refers  to  the 
tariff  chat  is  now  in  use  ;  therefore  it  would  be 
unfair  to  ask  us  to  consider  this  new  tariff 
without  having  the  time  to  communicate  with 
the  people  interested  —  namely,  the  manu- 
facturers. No  doubt  the  consumers  are  inter- 
ested, but  the  manufacturers  who  build  up 
particular  industries  do  so  in  the  belief  that  the 
tariff  will  not  be  altered  to  their  detriment.  I 
hope  that  the  House  will  assent  to  this  being 
done,  and  that  we  shall  have  time  given  us  to 
•communicate  with  those  interested.  I  am  sorry 
to  see  the  reduction  of  the  tea  duty.  I  think  it 
is  a  great  mistake,  and  I  do  not  look  upon  tea 
as  a  necessary  of  life  at  all.  I  look  upon  it  as 
a  luxury.  You  can  have  everything  you  want 
without  having  tea,  and  if  you  want  tea  1  do  not 
see  why  you  should  not  pay  the  duty.  I  do  not 
-believe  in  this  cry  for  a  free  breakfast- table. 
You  can  get  all  you  want  for  breakfast  without 
touching  a  single  dutiable  article.  You  can  get 
butter,  fish,  eggs,  farinaceous  food,  meat,  and 
everything  you  want;  and  what  more  do  you 
want?  I  say  that  you  do  not  need  a  single 
dutiable  article.  It  would  be  far  better  to  keep 
the  duty  on  tea  and  take  it  off  articles  that  are 
real  necessities.  Cotton  clothing  is  a  necessity ; 
you  cannot  produce  the  cotton,  and  therefore 


it  is  purely  a  revenue  tariff.  It  would  be  far 
better  to  remit  the  duties  on  those  things  that 
cannot  be  produced  in  the  colony,  and  to  place 
a  tax  on  luxuries.  Tbat,  I  believe,  is  the  right 
principle  in  a  tariff.  I  say  the  tariff  should  be 
arranged  to  protect  and  encourage  the  indus- 
tries of  this  colony,  and  I  believe  it  is  just  as 
necessary  to  try  to  encourage  those  manufac- 
turing industries  as  to  encourage  the  agricul- 
tural and  farming  industry.  If  you  have  not  a 
diversity  of  interests  in  this  country  the  coun- 
try will  be  a  poor  country.  The  more  diversity 
of  interests  there  is  the  better  it  will  be  for 
the  country  and  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
people. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— The  new  tariff  certainly  is 
very  remarkable  in  the  way  in  which  it  has 
been  moulded  and  altered  by  the  present  Minis- 
try. One  of  the  most  striking  things  is  that 
the  Ministry  have  boasted  that  they  have  taken 
£51,000  of  taxation  off  the  people  by  reducing 
the  tea  duty  to  3d. ;  and  no  doubt  that  is  a 
very  satisfactory  arrangement  so  far  as  it  goes. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  when  we  look  at  the 
homes  of  these  people,  and  ask  whether  they 
are  going  to  be  benefited  to  the  extent  of 
£51,000,  then  we  see  that  they  get  3d.  a  pound 
off  tea,  but  at  the  same  time  the  honour- 
able gentleman  makes  every  family  pay  for 
dearer  boots,  dearer  condensed  milk,  dearer 
clothes,  dearer  cotton  goods,  dearer  sauces, 
dearer  pickles,  dearer  ribbons  for  the  women, 
dearer  mourning-crape — and  the  people  will  be 
sad  enough  to  want  it — dearer  sausage-skins. 

Hon.  Members.— Oh! 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— The  Premier  says  he  likes 
varied  industries,  and  so  he  imposes  varied 
duties  in  this  way.  There  are  to  be  duties  on 
potatoes,  onions,  pickles,  baking-powder,  and 
numbers  of  other  things.  I  think  if  the  people 
total  up  these  increased  duties  they  will  find 
that  they  do  not  benefit  by  this  £51,000 ;  they 
will  rind  that  the  £51,000  remission  is  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  what  is  taken  out  of 
their  pockets.  I  think  that  is  exceedingly  un- 
satisfactory, and  I  think  the  House  ought  cer- 
tainly to  amend  these  proposals.  We  have  had 
a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third  edition  of  the 
tariff,  and  I  venture  to  prophesy  that  before 
the  tariff  gets  through  the  House  it  will  have 
changed  its  complexion  very  considerably,  as  a 
certain  Liquor  Bill  was  changed  the  other 
night. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  no  ;  not  so  much. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — The  Premier  cannot  always 
control  this  House.  The  Treasurer  brought 
down  the  amended  tariff  on  the  30th  July,  and 
Binoe  then  the  people  have  been  paying  the 
increased  duties.  The  whole  benefit  of  the 
remission  will  have  gone  to  the  benefit  of  the 
large  importing  houses.  The  people  will  have 
got  no  benefit  whatever  from  the  remission.  I 
think  that  is  a  great  hardship.  I  think  the 
tariff  as  amended  is  certainly  some  improve- 
ment ou  the  other  tariff,  but  it  is  not  such  an 
improvement  as  the  Treasurer  suggested. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— We  have  got  three  tariffs 
before  us.  My  strong  objection  to  these  tariffs 
is  not  so  much  as  to  what  is  in  them  as  it  is  to 
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what  is  left  out  of  them.  If  there  is  one  thing 
which  this  Government  have  prated  about  all 
over  the  colony  it  is  that  they  were  going  to 
assist  the  legitimate  industries  of  this  colony  by 
reasonable  protection.  I  say  that  in  every  one 
of  these  tariffs  they  have  absolutely  failed  to 
come  to  the  assistance  of  those  industries  in 
New  Zealand  which  employ  a  fair  amount  of 
adult  labour.  They  have,  it  is  true,  changed 
the  tariff  on  matches,  and  this  is  a  sample  of 
the  protection  which  this  Government  are  going 
in  for.  They  will  protect  any  industry  that 
finds  work  for  boys  and  girls,  but  those  indus- 
tries which  employ  adult  labour  are  given  no 
assistance.  I  have  been  looking  very  carefully 
through  these  resolutions  to  see  how  they  affect, 
for  instance,  the  engineering  trade  in  its  varied 
forms.  That  is  an  industry  which  employs  a 
greater  portion  of  adult  labour  than  any  other 
industry.  The  Government  in  this  respect  has 
lamentably  failed  to  grasp  the  position.  It  is 
quite  evident  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  by 
these  proposals  is  requiring  a  large  increment 
to  his  revenue.  He  has  got  to  have  it,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  this  House  will  have  to  give 
him  supply.  The  only  question  which  the 
House  has  to  determine  is  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  it  will  give  it.  Will  these  proposals  be 
satisfactory  ?  Are  these  such  proposals  as  the 
Liberal  party  were  returned  to  this  House  to 
support?  I  venture  to  Bay  that  two- thirds  of 
the  Liberal  party  were  not  sent  to  this  House 
to  support  any  such  proposals  as  these.  It 
will  be  recognised  by  the  people  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  will  not  have  enough  revenue 
unless  he  increases  his  Customs  duties,  or 
gets  more  revenue  in  some  other  way.  Of 
course,  different  people  have  different  views 
as  to  what  comes  within  the  meaning  of  the 
term  "  ordinary  consumption."  My  honour- 
able friend  on  my  right  evidently  thinks  that 
sugar  does  not  come  within  the  category  of 
necessaries  in  regard  to  food.  I  am  quite  sure, 
however,  that  there  is  not  a  woman  in  New 
Zealand  who  would  not  agree  that  a  little 
sugar  was  a  very  good  thing  on  the  breakfast- 
table.  Then,  as  to  fruit,  seeing  the  strong 
expression  of  opinion  which  has  been  given 
in  the  House  on  that  question,  I  should  have 
thought  the  Government  would  have  eliminated 
that  item  from  the  tariff  when  amending  it. 
But  we  find  that  Id.  per  pound  is  to  be 
levied  on  fruit — Id.  a  pound  is  to  be  placed 
on  apples,  pears,  plums,  cherries,  peaches,  and 
other  fruits.  I  think  that  is  a  most  scandal- 
ous imposition  to  put  on.  We  are  always 
boasting  of  our  splendid  climate,  but  if  we 
cannot  produce  fruit  to  compete  against  out- 
side markets,  with  the  freight  they  have  to 
pay,  then  I  say  that  all  this  talk  about  our 
excellent  climate  for  fruit-growing  is  a  waste 
of  breath.  We  ought  to  be  able  to  compete 
with  Australia,  seeing  tho  freight  they  have 
to  pay,  and  the  loss  there  is  in  exporting  such 
a  perishable  article.  Then,  again,  with  regard 
to  oranges,  bananas,  and  pineapples,  I  thought 
this  Government  desired  to  foster  trade  with 
the  islands.  But  unless  we  can  get  return 
freights  from  the  islands  it  will  be  utterly  im- 
Mr.  Earnshaio 


possible  to  develop  our  trade  with  the  islands 
in  the  face  of  the  competition  with  Australia ;. 
and  their  purchase  of  our  commodities  is  by 
way  of  exchange  for  fruit.  As  to  the  proposed 
increase  in  duties  on  boots  and  shoes,  I  leave 
that,  of  course,  to  those  who  have  a  special  ac- 
quaintance with  that  industry,  and  who  can 
therefore  speak  with  some  considerable  autho- 
rity upon  it — as  to  how  it  will  affect  emplovers- 
and  employes  in  that  industry.  I  say  that  to 
place  2s.  on  every  pair  of  boots  and  slippers  up 
to  5s.  a  pair  is  simply  monstrous.  Fancy  our 
children  having  to  bear  an  additional  charge 
of  2s.  plus  25  per  cent,  duty  1  And  this  is  a 
Liberal  Government ! 

An  Hon.  Member. — They  will  have  to  go 
without  boots. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— That  is  what  would 
occur,  I  believe.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
match  industry:  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  it  is  this  class  of  industry  that  is  going 
to  be  the  curse  of  the  working-men  in  New- 
Zealand.  I  am  referring  to  these  twopenny- 
halfpenny  industries  whioh  really  only  provide 
emplovment  for  boys  and  girls. 

The'  CHAIBMAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man's time  is  up. 

Mr.  WILLIb.  — I  think  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  is  to  be  commended  for  the  endea- 
vour he  has  made  to  suit  the  wishes  of  such 
an  immense  number  of  people  as  have  been 
writing  to  and  waiting  on  him.  It  is  very  well 
for  members  of  this  House  to  get  up  and  point 
out  articles  which  they  think  should  have  & 
different  duty  placed  upon  them,  but  they  must* 
remember  at  the  same  time  that  there  are  a> 
great  many  others  who  have  been  trying  to 
get  alterations  made  in  an  opposite  direction. 
I  listened  with  some  amusement  to  the  re- 
macks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay.  When  he  wants  to  say  a  nasty  thing 
he  says  it  in  what  he  regards  as  a  good- 
humoured  way,  and  nover  means  to  hurt  any- 
body's feelings.  It  is  a  peculiarity  of  that 
honourable  gentleman  that  when  he  wants 
to  bo  very  sarcastic  and  very  nasty  he  says 
it  with  good  humour.  To-night  he  has  been. 
very  fortunate  in  saying  one  of  these  good- 
humoured  things.  The  good-humoured  thing 
that  he  said  in  his  good-humoured  way  to- 
night was  a  sneer  against  the  tailors  of  New 

Q0  Zealand.  Sir,  honourable  members, 
may  laugh.  They  laughed  when  the 
honourable  member  drew  a  most  unfavourable 
comparison — in  excessively  ill-taste,  I  think — 
of  English-made  clothes  as  against  colonial- 
made  clothes.  Now,  I  say  that  is  a  libel 
upon  the  tradesmen  of  New  Zealand.  Sir,  I 
believe  that  in  New  Zealand  we  have  a  class  of 
men  in  the  tailoring  business  that  are  quite  as. 
capable  of  doing  good  work  as  are  the  tailors 
in  England.  But  what  does  it  mean,  Sir?  It 
means  that  a  large  class  of  people  send  to- 
England  for  their  clothes ;  and,  whether  they 
are  ladies  or  gentlemen  who  send  for  them* 
why  do  they  send  for  them  ?  They  send  for 
them  because  they  can  get  dresses  or  tailor- 
made  oiothes  made  at  a  price  far  below  what 
they  can  be  produced  in  the  colony  for.    I  say 
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the  excuse  made  by  honourable  members,  and 
the  excuse  that  was  suggested  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  that  you  cannot 
get  a  suit  well  made  here 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  WILLIS.  —  Sir,  what  else  did  he  mean 
when  he  drew  the  comparison  he  did  ?  I  want 
the  House  to  understand  this :  that  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  House,  as  far  as  possible, 
not  to  ridicule  colonial-made  clothes,  but  to 
try  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  them; 
and  I  say  that  we  should  remember  that  the 
tailoring  and  dressmaking  trades  in  New  Zea- 
land are  very  large  industries.  I  say  also  that 
the  class  of  people  who  send  away  from  the 
colony  for  these  goods  are  the  class  of  people 
who  are  well  able  to  afford  to  pay  a  good  price 
for  them.  It  is  not  the  poor  people  who  send 
to  England  for  cheap  clothes,  but  the  wealthy 
classes  who  are  in  a  good  position  to  pay  for 
their  clothes.  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  draw 
attention  to  this,  because  I  do  not  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  is  very 
favourable  to  putting  on  this  40  per  cent.  I  do 
not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  honourable 
member  sends  to  England  for  his  clothes ;  he 
would  be  the  last  to  do  that,  because  he  is  so 
fond  of  speaking  in  favour  of  colonial  indus- 
tries. I  would  not  impute  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  would  get  his  clothes  made 
in  London,  but  there  are  perhaps  many  of 
his  friends  who  are  able  to  afford  it  who  do 
get  their  clothes  made  in  London,  and  if  they 
choose  to  get  their  clothes  made  in  London 
they  should  pay  for  it.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
tariff  I  am  more  pleased  to  see  than  that  40  per 
cent.,  so  that  those  who  get  their  clothes  made 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  will  be  compelled 
to  pay  Buch  a  price  as  may  cause  them  to  con- 
sider whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  get  their 
clothes  made  in  New  Zealand  in  the  same  way 
that  the  poorer  classes  are  obliged  to  do. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  hope  honourable  gentle- 
men will  not  be  led  away  from  the  point  by 
what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Wanganui.  He  has  been  on  his  travels, 
and,  while  he  deprecates  London-made  clothes, 
he  sits  there  wearing  so  neat  and  well-fitting  a 
suit  that  I  almost  thought  I  traced  the  cut 
of  a  fashionable  West- End  tailor.  What  I 
want  more  especially  to  draw  attention  to  is 
that  the  Treasurer,  in  introducing  these  reso- 
lutions to-day,  explained  that,  instead  of 
£10,000  increase  that  was  to  be  obtained,  he 
was  now  actually  going  to  submit  to  a  loss  of 
£7,000  upon  the  tariff.  Well,  I  am  one  of 
those  who  did  not  give  credence  to  the  estimate 
of  the  result  of  the  alterations  in  the  tariff  when 
it  was  said  that  it  was  only  going  to  increase 
the  taxation  by  £10,000.  I  took  the  trouble  to 
submit  the  question  to  experienced  people  in 
different  branches  of  trade,  and,  as  far  as  I 
can  gather,  the  results  of  that  tariff  would  be 
very  different.  There  are  those  who  say  that 
the  Treasurer .  told  his  officers,  who  had  the 
duty  of  preparing  the  tariff,  that  he  wanted 
£50,000  additional  revenue;  they  might  work 
on  protection,  or  get  under  the  shield  of  the 
Tariff   Commission,   and,   by   making  a  good 


many  alterations,  confuse  the  effect ;  but  that 
what  he  wanted  was  £50,000  a  year  additional 
revenue:  and  those  gentlemen  Bet  to  work  to- 
fulfil  their  instructions,  and,  to  be  safe,  they 
produced  a  tariff  that  would  yield  from  £60,000- 
to  £70,000  additional  revenue.  That,  I  take  it, 
is  the  result  that  would  have  been  obtained 
from  the  tariff  as  introduced  in  July.  I  am 
confident  from  £60,000  to  £70,000  increase 
would  have  been  obtained.  I  do  not  think  the 
House  will  be  misled  into  supposing  that  the 
amended  tariff  is  going  to  have  the  effect  he 
paints  in  reducing  the  revenue.  There  are  still 
to  be  put  large  increases  on  the  taxation  of  the 
country.  Now,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
House  to  resist  that  increase  in  the  Customs 
taxation,  or  any  other  increase  in  taxation.  I 
find,  on  comparing  with  other  colonies,  we  are 
far  and  away  the  most  heavily  taxed  country. 
With  the  exception  of  Queensland,  we  distanoe 
the  other  colonies  in  that  respect.  For  in- 
stance, in  comparison  with  New  South  Wales, 
on  their  imports  in  the  year  1892-93  their 
duties  were  a  percentage  equal  to  12*82.  In- 
Victoria  it  was  13*21;  in  South  Australia, 
889;  whereas  in  New  Zealand  we  bore  the 
enormous  load  of  taxation  of  24*53  on  our  total 
imports — over  24  per  cent,  increase  on  the  total 
cost  of  the  goods.  Compare  this  colony  with 
New  South  Wales's  12  per  cent.,  or  Victoria, 
which  is  regarded  as  the  great  Protectionist 
colony,  with  its  1321  per  cent.,  as  against  our 
24  per  cent.  Then,  take  the  taxation  per  head 
of  the  population.  The  direct  taxation  in  New 
South  Wales  for  1893-94  was  only  5s.  2d. ;  in 
Victoria,  9s.  6d. ;  in  South  Australia,  13s.  4d., 
against  New  Zealand's  £1  0s.  3d.  Then,  the  in- 
direct taxation  was  :  New  South  Wales,  £2  Is, 
8d. ;  Victoria,  £1  14s.  lOd. ;  South  Australia, 
£1  10s.  5d. ;  and  New  Zealand,  £2  lis.  Id.  So 
that  each  inhabitant  here  has  to  pay  £3  lis.  3d. 
against  £2  6s.  10d.,  £2  4s.  4d.,  and  £2  3s.  9d. 
respectively  in  the  other  colonies  named.  Sir, 
we  are  suffering  from  a  severe  depression,  and 
an  outcry  is  made  that  there  is  no  enter- 
prise. Now,  enterprise  there  cannot  be  if  we 
are  simply  to  go  on  increasing  the  taxation 
laid  upon  the  people.  Industries  and  settle- 
ment cannot  be  carried  on  unless  there  is  a 
margin  of  profit,  and  if  we  are  to  be  burdened 
by  these  enormous  increases  from  time  to 
time  we  cannot  get  that  employment  that  is 
needed  for  the  people,  and  we  have,  I  think, 
gravely  to  consider  whether  it  is  possible  for 
New  Zealand  to  bear  the  large  load  of  taxa- 
tion that  it  at  the  present  time  carries.  It 
is  easy  to  bring  down  a  percentage  increase 
ad  valorem  on  goods,  and  to  increase  the  duty 
in  this  fashion  by  10,  20,  or  25  per  cent.  ;  but 
the  result  is  that  people  have  not  the  money, 
and  cannot  afford  to  pay  these  increases.  A 
working-man's  wife  will  only  have  her  hus- 
band's wages  to  expend;  she  has  a  limited 
income;  and  if  the  cotton  dress  she  has  pre- 
viously got  free  is  taxed  10  or  20  per  cent,  she 
simply  cannot  afford  to  purchase  the  same 
quality,  and  will  have  to  take  one  of  lower 
quality.  That  has  no  effect,  as  far  as  revenue 
is  concerned,  but  it  affects  the  working-man's 
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wife,  because  she  must  take  an  inferior  article, 
-consequently  she  goes  more  shabbily  dressed, 
and  has  less  to  wear,  with  no  benefit  to  any  one. 
Then,  the  great  concession  the  Treasurer  pro- 
•posea  is  the  reduction  upon  tea.  He  is  going 
to  reduce  the  duty  from  6d.  to  3d. ;  and,  after 
all,  what  benefit  is  that  going  to  be  to  the 
working-man's  wife?  If  she  gets  two  pounds 
of  tea  a  week,  that  is  6d.  she  saves;  but  if 
-she  wants  to  buy  a  pair  of  boots  she  is  made 
to  pay  2s.  higher  for  even  her  children's  boots ; 
she  will  have  to  pay  Id.  a  pound  more  for 
•apples,  and  £d.  a  pound  more  for  bananas, 
and  so  on,  with  the  result  that,  after  all, 
she  will  be  worse  off  than  she  was  when 
«he  had  to  pay  3d.  a  pound  more  on  tea. 
It  does  not  seem  that  the  change  is  going  to 
work  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and,  if  it 
will  be  of  no  benefit  to  them,  it  will  be  better 
to  leave  things  alone.  We  have  had  these 
various  tariffs  thrust  upon  us.  We  have  had 
three  now,  and  this  is  going  to  be  amended, 
apparently,  so  that  altogether  there  will  be 
iour,  and  these  variety  tariffs  are  upsetting  and 
disarranging  all  trade  relations.  Within  six 
weeks  we  have  had  these  many  changes  made 
in  apparently  haphazard  fashion.  I  say  it  is 
playing  with  the  question  of  tariff  reform. 
Evidently  the  Treasurer  has  given  little  atten- 
tion to  this  matter.  He  has  not  brought  his 
business  experience  to  bear  upon  the  question, 
•or  considered  the  harassing  effect  of  the  delay 
and  changes,  and  that  sense  of  responsibility  he 
is  always  telling  us  about  has  not  been  brought 
into  play  before  bringing  these  tariff  proposals 
before  the  House.  This  conduct  over  the  tariff 
has  been  intolerable,  and,  I  believe,  has  never 
been  experienced  before  in  any  deliberative 
body.  It  would  have  been  far  better  if  the 
Treasurer  had  taken  time  and  gone  over  the 
matter  again,  so  as,  if  possible,  to  have  pro- 
duced a  tariff  that,  after  due  inquiry,  he  was 
prepared  to  stand  to.  The  Government  should 
produce  a  tariff  they  believe  will  satisfy  the 
wants  of  the  people,  and  should  stand  to  it. 
These  attempts  to  please  everybody  have  been 
most  disastrous,  and  are  entirely  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  parliamentary  govern- 
ment. These  alterations  stop  trade  in  every 
direction.  But,  as  my  time  is  limited,  and 
there  will  be  an  opportunity  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  of  pointing  out  the  incon- 
veniences that  will  arise,  I  shall  not  now  refer 
to  them.  This  tariff,  so  far  as  I  can  trace  it, 
really  injures  more  local  manufactures  than  it 
benefits.  It  disturbs  everybody,  and  does  good 
to  nobody.  From  beginning  to  end  it  is  the 
greatest  absurdity  that  was  ever  brought  be- 
fore any  House,  and  there  will  be  no  relief  to 
the  masses  whatever.  It  proposes  to  increase 
taxation,  and  its  effect  will  be  largely  to  in- 
crease taxation  upon  what  are  called  not,  per- 
haps, the  necessaries,  but  upon  the  legitimate 
requirements  of  life.  It  is,  I  think,  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  resist  heavier  taxation,  and, 
seeing  that  we  are  taxed  more  heavily  than 
any  other  country,  we  ought  to  endeavour  to 
bring  down  the  expenditure  within  our  present 
income. 

Mr.  Duthie 


Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  do  not  wish  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  further  than  to  direct 
the  Government's  attention  to  an  item  that 
seems  to  affect,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  our 
prospects  in  a  certain  direction  very  severely, 
and  that  is  in  the  item  of  island  fruit.  We  are 
just  now  setting  up  a  trade  with  the  islands, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House  that  the  only  back  cargo  that 
can  come  from  these  islands  is  fruit.  I  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  this  item 
especially  as  being  one  that  must  be  recon- 
sidered. A  duty  of  Jd.  a  pound  is  at  least  25 
per  cent.  I  have  seen  a  cargo  of  bananas  sold 
in  Wellington  this  week  that  certainly  did  not 
fetch  Id.  a  pound.  This  duty  upon  bananas, 
therefore,  is  at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent.,  and  we 
may  reckon  another  25  per  cent,  for  freight,  so 
that  we  are  putting  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  upon 
those  who  send  this  fruit  to  us.  If  we  are  to 
supply  these  customers  of  ours  with  goods — and 
they  are  mainly  our  customers,  for  we  have 
only  one  competitor,  and  that  is  New  South 
Wales — we  want  to  nurse  this  trade,  and  we 
have  no  other  chance  of  doing  so  than  by  let- 
ting their  products  come  to  us  free,  and  thus 
encouraging  the  trade  that  must  necessarily 
follow.  Why,  Sir,  very  recently  in  Auckland 
we  have  absolutely  been  building  houses  for 
people  in  the  islands — setting  them  up  and 
shipping  them  away  in  order  that  they  may  be 
put  together  again  when  they  get  there.  Yet, 
while  we  are  selling  them  houses  here,  we  are 
saying  to-night,  "  You  shall  not  send  us  any  of 
your  fruit  at  a  less  charge  than  about  50  per 
cent.,  with  freight  added."  I  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  this  item,  which 
very  seriously  affects  the  colony  by  interfering 
with  a  trade  that  we  must  nurse  at  all  hazards. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  understood  that  the  revision 
of  the  tariff  was  for  a  certain  purpose,  and 
that  this  purpose  was  to  remove  various  ano- 
malies that  were  found  to  exist.  Now,  Sir,  are 
they  removed  either  under  the  proposals  that 
were  brought  down  some  time  ago,  or  under 
these  resolutions  that  have  been  submitted  to 
us  to-night  ?  I  maintain  the  anomalies  are  now 
as  bad  as  ever,  if  not  actually  worse  than  they 
were  before.  One  of  the  anomalies  that  existed 
under  the  old  tariff  was  this  one  among  raw 
materials:  Iron  fencing-wire,  which  is  largely 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  wire-netting,  was 
chargeable  with  a  heavy  duty.  As  I  under- 
stand, this  anomaly  was  removed  by  the  first 
resolutions  brought  down  to  this  House.  Now, 
however,  what  do  we  find  ?  That  it  is  placed 
in  exactly  the  same  position  as  before,  and 
consequently  that  the  anomaly  remains  as 
great  as  ever.  We  may  go  right  through  the 
tariff  and  we  shall  not  find  a  single  anomaly 
removed.  In  fact,  I  believe  they  are  now 
greater  than  they  were  before.  It  is  curious 
to  find  the  change  of  front  that  has  taken 
place.  We  were  told  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer that  he  would  accept  no  amendment  in 
these  tariff  proposals  which  would  in  any  way 
weaken  the  revenue.  When  his  resolutions 
were  brought  down  originally,  he  expected 
to  get  from  them  a  sum  of  £10,000  excess 
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of  revenue.  That,  of  course,  is  a  moot  point. 
I  believe  he  would  have  received  something 
like  from  £40,000  to  £50,000  excess  of  reve- 
nue. Now,  however,  he  has  departed  alto- 
gether from  the  position  he  then  took  up. 
Does  he  now  mean  to  tell  the  House  and  to 
tell  the  country  that  he  does  not  want  this 
excess  of  revenue?  Does  he  not  object  to 
that  excess  being  lost  and  the  revenue  being 
weakened,  seeing  that  he  is  to  receive  a  sum 
of  £4,000  less  than  he  receives  under  the  ex- 
isting tariff  ?  1  want  to  know  whether  this 
weakens  the  revenue  or  not — whether  he  is  not 
abandoning  his  first  position,  that  he  would 
not  accept  any  amendment  except  such  as 
would  not  weaken  the  revenue.  These  new 
proposals,  according  to  his  own  admission, 
will  to  a  large  extent  weaken  the  revenue ; 
and,  that  being  so,  what  will  be  the  position  of 
our  colonial  finances  at  the  end  of  the  year  ? 
We  are  told  that  he  expects  a  surplus  of 
£9,000.  We  are  now  losing  £17,000  on  his 
original  tariff  proposals,  and  I  want  to  know 
how  hia  finances  will  come  out  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  £9,000  has  gone,  by  his  own  show- 
ing, and  unless  he  can  show  that  it  is  to  be 
made  up  in  some  other  way  it  will  show  a 
deficit  of  £8,000,  without  the  supplementary 
estimates.  Now,  with  regard  to  these  new 
resolutions,  of  course,  the  sop  thrown  out  to 
the  publio  is  this  8d.  per  pound  reduction  on 
the  duty  on  tea.  That  amounts  to  a  sacrifice 
of  £51,000  of  revenue.  How  is  the  bulk  of  it  to 
be  made  up  ?  By  imposing  other  taxes  on  the 
very  same  people  that  they  are  reducing  this 
taxation  on  in  respect  of  tea.  They  are  taking 
off  3d.  a  pound  on  tea ;  but  what  do  they  pro- 
pose with  regard  to  fruit?  An  extra  tax  is 
placed  on  fruit — a  very  large  tax;  in  fact 
amounting  to  about  half  its  price.  The  fruit 
imported  into  New  Zealand  last  year  amounted 
to  14,635,1911b.  Now,  I  think,  if  honourable 
members  will  calculate  that  from  Id.  to  Jd. 
or  Jd.  a  pound  is  added  to  the  cost,  according 
to  the  class  of  fruit,  upon  that  large  amount 
of  fruit  imported  into  New  Zealand,  they  will 
find  that  nearly  the  whole,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  the  reduotion  given  upon  tea  is  placed  on 
fresh  fruit.  Now,  what  advantage  is  that  to 
the  working-people,  or  to  the  colony  ?  I  say 
that  fruit  is  just  as  great  a  necessity  as,  aye, 
even  a  greater  necessity  than,  tea,  and  it  would 
be  very  much  better  if  we  ate  more  fruit  and 
drank  less  tea.  And  yet  what  are  we  asked  to 
do  ?  We  are  asked  to  take  off  £50,000  on  tea  in 
order  to  stick  it  on  fresh  fruit ;  at  any  rate,  a 
very  large  proportion  of  it — I  do  not  know  how 
large,  but  certainly  a  very  large  proportion.  I 
ask,  is  that  in  the  interest  of  the  working-people 
or  in  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand  at  large  ?  Most  certainly  not.  Then 
we  come  down  to  cotton  piece-goods,  whioh  are 
very  largely  used  by  the  working-people— I  do 
not  say  the  whole  of  this  class,  such  as  velve- 
teens and  plushes ;  but  they  are  largely  used  by 
the  working- people— and  on  these  the  duties 
are  increased  from  10  to  20  per  cent.  And  so 
one  may  go  through  the  whole  of  the  items 
and  be  able  to   show  that    really   no  assist- 


ance is  being  given  to  those  who  need  as- 
sistance, and  that  wherever  a  duty  is  taken 
off  it  is  simply  done  in  order  to  put  it  on  the 
very  same  class  of  people  in  some  other  direo>- 
tion,  and  on  articles  that,  I  think,  are  of  more 
necessity  to  them  than  those  on  which  the 
duties  are  reduced.  I  think  the  House  and  the 
country  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  fact 
that  certain  items  which  in  the  previous  pro- 
posals were  made  chargeable  with  duty  are 
now  plaoed  on  the  free-list.  I  refer  to  binder- 
twine  and  traction-engines,  and  forfar  and 
dowlas,  whioh  now  appear  on  the  free-list.  I 
know  that  forfar  and  dowlas  are  not  altogether 
on  the  free-list ;  there  is  a  restriction,  the  duty 
being  remitted  when  they  are  cut  up  into  small 
pieces,  and  if  they  are  not  cut  up  the  duty  will 
have  to  be  paid.  So  with  regard  to  shirtings : 
only  the  inferior  olass  of  shirtings,  those  which' 
do  not  exceed  6d.  the  yard,  will  come  in  free 
and  those  of  decent  quality  will  have  to  pay 
the  tax.  I  am  extremely  glad  to  find  that  at 
last  we  are  to  get  binder -twine  free.  The 
agitation  for  this  has  been  going  on  for  some 
time,  and  I  have  myself  tried  to  get  the  duty 
taken  off  altogether.  I  am  glad  we  are  able  to 
congratulate  ourselves  that  now  that  duty  is 
taken  off,  and  that  the  farmers  at  last,  from 
whom  the  duty  is  raised,  are  to  be  placed  on  a 
fair  footing.  1  do  not  understand  the  last  reso- 
lution. I  should  be  glad  if  the  Treasurer  will 
more  fully  explain  it.  The  last  resolution 
is,  "  That  there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid  to  and  for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty  upon 
the  under-mentioned  articles  made  in  any  manu- 
facturing warehouse  appointed  under  section  26- 
of  'The  Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Aot,  1882/ 
and  before  delivery  therefrom,  the  following 
duties  of  excise,  on  and  after  the  14th  day  of 
September,  1895:  On  perfumed  spirit,  £1  the 
liquid  gallon,"  and  so  on ;  "  toilet  prepara- 
tions," 12s.  and  6s.  respectively  the  liquid 
gallon ;  on  culinary  and  flavouring  essences, 
128.  the  liquid  gallon;  and  on  pharmacopoeia 
tinctures,  essences,  extracts,  and  medicinal 
spirits,  9d.  and  4Jd.  the  pound  respectively. 
Now,  as  I  understand  it,  these  are  things  that 
are  being  now  manufactured  in  New  Zealand 
in  bond,  and  if  the  information  I  have  is  correct 
the  result  of  putting  a  heavy  duty  upon  these- 
things  which  are  manufactured  here  in  bond 
will  be  this  :  that  those  who  have  gone  to  con- 
siderable expense  in  setting  up  machinery  and 
plant,  and  so  on,  to  manufacture  these  articles 
will  have  to  give  over  their  manufacture  alto- 
gether, and  these  articles  will  have  to  be 
imported  from  Germany.  I  am  not  quite  sure 
what  the  proposed  duty  was  under  the  previous 
resolutions,  and  it  may  be  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  reduced  that.  I  cannot  find  at 
the  moment  what  that  duty  was ;  but  it  does 
seem  to  me,  if  that  is  the  way  our  industries 
are  proposed  to  be  protected,  then  instead  of 
protecting  them  we  are  simply  ruining  them. 
Here  are  industries  that  have  been  set  up  at 
considerable  expense,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to 
put  an  excise  duty  on  them— with  what  result  ? 
That  they  will  not  be  able  to  compete  with  the 
imported  article  from  Germany  and  elsewhere.. 
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I  hope  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  when  he  gets  his 
next  ten  minutes,  will  be  able  to  explain  to  us 
what  is  the  meaning  of  this  excise  duty  on 
perfumed  spirit,  toilet  preparations,  and  so  on. 
They  may  not  be  necessaries;  they  may  be 
luxuries ;  and,  if  we  were  importing  them, 
then,  for  the  purposes  of  revenue  I  should  not 
object  to  a  tax  being  placed  on  them;  but  if  we 
are  going  to  place  an  excise  duty  on  the  locally- 
manufactured  article,  and  thus  simply  allow 
the  imported  article  to  come  in  to  compete 
against  it,  I  do  not  see  the  wisdom  of  the  impost. 
Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  think  there  can  be 

-  no  doubt  that  the  tariff  proposed  this  evening 
by  the  Government  is  a  very  great  improve- 
ment on  the  one  last  brought  down.  I  have 
looked  through  it  as  carefully  as  the  few 
moments  that  have  elapsed  since  the  particu- 
lars were  laid  before  the  House  would  allow, 
and  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  a  number  of 
the  suggestions  made  to  the  Government  on 
the  previous  occasion,  and  during  the  course  of 

•  the  financial  debate,  have  been  given  effect  to. 
I  notice  particularly  that  one  suggestion  that 
was  made  from  this  quarter  of  the  House — 
namely,  that  the  reductions  should  be  concen- 
trated upon  tea — has  been  given  effect  to,  and 
that,  instead  of  the  reductions  in  the  tariff 
being  spread  over  three  or  four  items,  they  are 
now  concentrated  upon  tea  alone,  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  therefore,  a  substantial  reduction  in 
that  particular  item  will  be  enjoyed  by  the 
public.  The  reduction  that  will  probably  be 
made  in  the  price  of  tea  will  be  from  3£d. 
to  4d.  a  pound  by  reason  of  the  reduction  in 
duty.  •  While  on  this  point  I  should  like  to  say 

-  that  I  entirely  disagree  with  the  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  in  the  posi- 
tion he  has  taken  up.  He  dissents  from  the 
doctrine  of  a  free  breakfast- table,  and  alleges 
that  tea  is   not  a  necessary  of   life.     Now, 

g  oq  there  are  very  few  houses  in  New  Zea- 
land,  from  the  richest  to  the  poorest, 
where  tea  is  not  regarded  as  a  necessary 
of  life,  and  I  think  the  test  as  to  whether 
it  is  a  necessary  of  life  is  to  be  found  in  the 
extent  and  universality  of  its  consumption. 
That  being  the  case,  as  its  use  is  po  universal, 
it  must  be  placed,  at  any  rate,  in  the  category 
of  those  things  that  are  regarded  as  necessaries 
of  life.  With  regard  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's statement  that  his  breakfast  is  made  of 
duty-free  goods,  I  interjected  the  question  how 
he  was  going  to  have  a  free  breakfast- table  in 
connection  with  sugar,  and  he  said  sugar  was 
not  a  necessity.  We  must  not  forget  that  he 
comes  from  a  land  where  the  breakfast  is 
made  almost  exclusively  of  porridge,  and  where 
they  do  not  use  sugar  in  their  porridge,  but 
salt.  That  will  explaiu  the  position  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  taken  up.  With  re- 
gard to  the  duty  on  clothes,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui  is  not  correct  when 
he  says  that  people  who  send  Home  for  their 
clothes  to  be  made  do  so  because  they  are 
er.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  everybody  knows 


that   the   price   of    the  colonial   tailor-made 
article  is  a  great  deal  lower  than  the  price  of 
the  English  article. 
Afr.  Allen 


Mr.  WILLIS.— No. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.  — I  can  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  if  he  will  look  up 
the  Tariff  Commission's  report  he  will  Bee  the 
evidence  given  in  the  City  of  Christchurch  by 
Mr.  Stead,  who  pointed  out  to  me  a  few  weeks 
ago,  when  I  was  there,  a  suit  of  clothes  he  had 
paid  £8  10s.  for  in  London,  and  I  am  perfectly 
sure  he  could  have  had  the  same  article  made 
up  in  Christchurch  for  £2  10s.  less.  And  Mr. 
Stead  went  before  the  Commission  and  recom- 
mended that,  as  getting  olothes  from  England 
was  a  luxury,  those  who  got  them  should  pay 
for  the  luxury,  and  that  a  duty  should  be  put 
upon  the  imported  article,  because,  he  said, 
those  who  imported  these  goods  ought  to  be 
made  to  pay  for  the  privilege.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  look  at  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Stead  he  will  see  that  the  point  I  have  made 
is  correct.  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  with 
regard  to  boots;  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
honourable  members  have  run  away  with  the 
idea  that  in  the  tariff  brought  down  it  is  in- 
tended to  place  28.  per  pair  upon  children's 
boots.  I  am  surprised  at  the  honourable  mem» 
ber  for  Clutha,  who  was  himself  a  member  of 
the  Tariff  Commission,  and  therefore  presum- 
ably thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  facts  of 
the  case,  falling  into  such  an  error,  because  if 
he  looks  up  he  will  see  at  No.  335  of  the  pre- 
sent tariff  children's  sizes  from  0  to  3  are 
exempt  from  Customs  duty. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  -There  are  hardly  any 
imported. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— That  is  all  the  worse 
for  the  argument  the  honourable  gentleman 
used  in  his  speech.  I  understood  him  to  make 
a  very  strong  feature  of  that  article. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Not  the  3. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— At  the  same  time,  I 
should  like  to  say  that  I  hardly  think  the  Trea- 
surer could  have  thought  out  the  proposal  he 
has  made  to  place  a  uniform  duty  of  2s.  upon 
these  lower-class  articles;  and,  looking  over 
the  proposals  of  the  Christchurch  bootmakers, 
both  operatives  and  master  bootmakers,  I  find 
they  proposed  a  graduated  scale,  starting  at 
15  per  oent.  ad  valorem  and  2s.  6d.  per  pair  on 
men's  goods  from  6  to  11,  working  down  to  15 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  and  6d.  per  pair  for  infanta* 
4  to  6 ;  and  when  the  Colonial  Treasurer  comes 
to  think  out  his  proposals  he  will  Bee  that  if 
we  are  going  to  place  2s.  on  the  lower  class  of 
goods  it  would  be  worth  an  importer's  while  to 
get  a  bogus  invoice  at  5s.  Id.  upon  a  pair  of 
boots  worth  3s.  9d.  He  will  probably  find  it  will 
be  better  to  have  a  higher  graduated  duty  upon 
the  lower  classes  of  goods,  and  endeavour  to 
adjust  it  to  a  greater  extent  upon  the  ad  valorem 
principle.  With  regard  to  the  duty  on  tea,  I 
think  the  Treasurer  has  made  a  mistake  in 
allowing  tea  that  ib  packed  to  come  into  the 
colony  at  the  same  rate  as  tea  in  bulk.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  a  very  large  amount  of  tea, 
comes  into  the  colony  packed  by  cheap  labour 
in  China,  in  India,  and  in  Ceylon;  and  this 
competes  against  European  labour  within  the 
colony  in  packing  here.  The  effect  of  this  will 
be  to  destroy,  to  some  extent  at  any  rate,  the 
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trade  of  those  who  deal  in  the  preparation  of 
the  wrappers  and  those  engaged  in  packing.  I 
know  that  in  Christchurch  a  large  number  of 
the  wrappers  are  printed. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Not  colonial-made 
wrappers  ;  simply  printed  there. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  presume  he  is 
dealing  merely  with  the  paper.  I  presume  the 
wrapper-paper  will  be  received  free.  I  think  the 
-country,  especially  the  farming  community, 
will  be  pleased  to  know  that  binder- twine  is 
to  be  received  free  into  the  colony.  That  is  a 
•subject,  certainly,  for  congratulation.  I  may 
*ay  that  I  am  against  the  duty  on  oranges 
and  bananas,  because  that  fruit  comes  in  at 
a  time  when -the  market  is  bare  of  what  I 
may  call  the  local  product,  and  I  think  fruit 
of  that  kind  should  be  allowed  to  come  in  free. 
I  hope  the  Government,  before  they  proceed 
any  further  with  the  resolutions,  will  supply 
the  House  with  a  detailed  statement  showing 
what  the  effect  of  the  altered  proposals  will  be 
as  compared  with  those  that  came  before.  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion which  the  honourable  member  for  Glutha 
has  taken  up.  I  know  he  is  in  principle  a 
Free-trader — and  that  is  a  large  question,  on 
'which  there  is  room  for  diversity  of  opinion; 
but  I  think  that  he  and  a  number  of  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
completely  underestimate  the  importance  of 
the  local  market  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
-ducts  of  the  colony.  I  know  that  to  some 
extent  he  is  correct,  in  a  rough  way  of  speaking, 
in  saying  the  price  of  our  commodities  must  be 
ruled  by  the  state  of  the  world's  commerce. 
But  it  must  be  a  very  great  advantage  to  the 
people  that  there  is  a  large  consuming  popula- 
tion in  the  colony;  and  I  do  not  thmk  any 
"honourable  member  will  deny  this  axiom :  that 
the  nearer  the  market  to  the  producer  the 
better  for  him.  I  think  that  can  be  laid  down 
as  a  sound  principle.  Whilst  there  are  some 
matters  in  this  tariff  still  to  be  improved  on,  I 
think  the  proposals  of  the  Treasurer  show  a 
desire  to  meet  generally  the  trade  of  the  colony; 
and  I  think  the  criticisms  that  have  been  passed 
upon  the  proposals  previously  made  have  been 
justified  by  the  action  the  Treasurer  has  taken 
in  bringing  down  these  amended  proposals.  I 
am  particularly  glad  that  he  has  concentrated 
his  reductiou  on  tea,  because  the  reductions  on 
matches,  kerosene,  et  cetera,  would  not  be  com- 
plete. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation.  What  I  said  in  regard 
to  boots  referred  to  sizes  7  to  1,  4  to  6,  and  0  to 
3.  If  the  Treasurer  still  intends  to  exempt  0 
to  3,  that  is  practically  no  difference  to  the 
revenue,  as  they  have  always  been  exempt  from 
-duty. 

Mr.  WILLIS. — I  wish  to  say  a  word  of  ex- 
planation with  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Biccarton.  He  is 
quite  in  error.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it 
that  clothing  is  considerably  cheaper  in  Lon- 
don. I  am  quite  satisfied  of  that,  from  per- 
sonal inquiries  I  made  when  there.  I  am 
-quite  satisfied  that  if  it  were  not  so  we  should 


not  find  a  number  of  gentlemen  sending  Home 
for  their  clothes. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— My  contention  was 
it  was  the  clothes  that  were  ordered  that  were 
dearer,  not  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
may  have  picked  up  in  a  slop-shop  in  London. 

Mr.  WILLIS.— The  prices,  Sir,  that  I  saw 
the  suits  to  order  in  Cheapside  and  Fleet  Street 
were  something  like  £2  10s. :  that  is  the  regular 
price  you  will  see  marked  up  in  the  shops  for 
very  good  suits. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  very  sorrv  to  find 
myself  unable  to  follow  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Biccarton  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Wanganui  in  their  differences  on  the  sub- 
ject of  imported  clothes.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui  seems  by  some  method 
or  other  to  have  got  a  very  extensive  know- 
ledge of  the  clothes  imported  from  England 
privately  per  annum.  Perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  give  the  Committee  the  bene- 
fit of  his  knowledge  still  further  by  specify* 
ing  the  exact  number  of  suits.  I  would  not 
say  anything  with  regard  to  any  of  the  many 
patterns  which  have  been  already  commented 
upon  from  the  Government  benches.  As  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Biccarton,  I  have 
noticed  more  than  once  that  he  is  very  rash  as 
to  the  number  of  subjects  he  attempts  to  deal 
with  before  this  House,  and  more  especially  as 
to  the  authoritative  manner  in  which  he  lays 
down  the  law.  After  his  encounter  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui  I  am  sure 
he  will  be  more  cautious  in  future.  He  laid  it 
down  as  an  axiom  that  the  nearer  the  producer 
was  to  his  market  the  better.  Now,  Sir,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  by  the  resolution  here  be- 
fore us,  practically  tells  us  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  protect  the  fruit-growers  of 
New  Zealand  as  against  the  Tasmanian  grower. 
Surely  the  grower  in  any  part  of  New  Zealand 
is  nearer  the  consumer  than  his  competitor  in 
Tasmania. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Well,  the  truth  of  the 
matter  is  that  the  honourable  gentleman  does 
not  understand  the  position  in  the  slightest. 
The  real  fact  is  that  the  average  sea  freight  on 
New- Zealand-grown  fruit  is  7Jd.  per  case  less 
than  on  Australian  fruit;  and  yet  we  are  asked 
to  levy  a  duty  of  4s.  per  case  on  Australian 
fruit.  I  regret  very  much  indeed  that  the 
Government  should  for  a  moment  attempt  to 
make  fruit  dear  to  the  consumer  in  New  Zea- 
land. Nothing  can  be  more  gratifying  than  to 
see  the  increase  in  the  number  of  fruit-shops, 
and  the  abundance  of  cheap,  wholesome,  and 
good  fruit  to  be  seen  in  them :  and  surely  the 
Government  are  not  making  a  move  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  when  they  attempt  to  alter 
this  state  of  affairs  by  the  resolutions  before  the 
House.  The  principal  matter,  however,  that 
has  brought  me  to  my  feet  is  not  the  tariff,  but 
to  point  out  to  the  House  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  the  Premier  have  again  been  in- 
acourate  in  their  statements  this  afternoon. 
I  had  the  honour  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  yesterday  afternoon  to  the  large 
proportion  of  their  time  these  gentlemen  take 
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up  in  explaining  each  other's  statements.  The 
Premier  got  up  just  now  and  told  the  House 
the  Treasurer  had  not  stated  to  this  House  that 
a  oertain  firm  of  manufacturers  had  been  given 
a  specific  promise  that  while  the  present  Go- 
vernment was  in  office  no  alteration  would  be 
made  in  the  duties  affecting  their  particular 
manufacture. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  never  said  a  word  about 
the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  listened  to  the  Trea- 
surer when  he  stated  what;  I  have  now  repeated, 
and  he  does  not  now  deny  it.  He  said  he  was 
not  aware  when  he  first  introduced  the  tariff 
that  the  arrangement  had  been  made,  but 
that  the  Government  held  the  promise  to  be 
binding ;  and  yet  we  find  a  few  minutes  later, 
on  the  senior  member  for  Ghristchurch  City 
reading  out  from  the  evidence  of  the  Tariff 
Commission,  that  the  Treasurer  hinutelf  had 
made  this  arrangement  with  the  firm  in  ques- 
tion. And  then  what  happened  ?  The  Pre- 
mier, without  the  slightest  hesitation  possible, 
—  finding  that  his  colleague  had  made  the 
tactical  blunder  of  disclosing  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  the  unwarranted  responsibility 
upon  themselves  of  practically  pledging  this 
House  to  this  firm  of  manufacturers  for  such 
a  term  of  years  as  they  might  remain  in  office, 
— now  denies  it.  The  Government  can  wriggle 
out  of  it,  or  try  to  wriggle  out  of  it,  as  they 
choose,  but  they  will  find  that  an  impossibility. 
It  seems  to  me,  Sir,  that  the  Premier  has  no 
soruples  at  all  in  denying  anything  whatever 
if  it  suits  his  purpose,  whether  it  is  stated  by 
himself  or  by  any  of  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  simply  say  that  I  am  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Chair  when  such  statements  are 
made. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— What  were  the  words  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  must  have  heard  what 
the  words  were,  Sir. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  submit,  Sir,  that 
the  Premier  is  not  treating  the  Chairman  with 
deference.  You  have  asked  the  Premier  to 
state  what  the  words  objected  to  were,  but  he, 
in  a  curt  and  discourteous  manner,  retorted 
that  you  ought  to  know  what  they  were. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Will  the  Premier  be  good 
enough  to  tell  me  what  the  words  he  objected 
to  were  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — The  honourable  member 
said  the  Premier  would  deny  anything,  without 
scruple. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  withdraw  those  words. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. -I  will  do  so  with  the 
greatest  pleasure,  if  they  are  against  parlia- 
mentary rules. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  deem  them  to  be  so, 
and  therefore  must  ask  you  to  withdraw  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  have  already  done  so ; 
but  I  can  only  say  again  that  the  Premier  this 
evening  denied  specifically  what  I  should  say 
every  member  in  this  House  heard  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  state.  I  will,  however,  leave  it  at 
that. 

Mr.  Buchanan 


Mr.  WARD. — I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words- 
in  connection  with  the  tariff.  It  appears  to  me 
we  have  just  had  an  indication  of  the  effect 
of  the  tariff  upon  the  Opposition.  It  seems  it- 
is  not  agreeable  to  their  tastes.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  commenced  by  ex- 
pressing his  great  sorrow  and  regret  —  sorrow 
and  regret  is  everlastingly  effervescing  from 
him;  he  often  indulges  in  sorrow  and  regret,, 
and  endeavours  to  instruct  the  Ministry  in  what 
he  believes  to  be  the  etiquette  of  Parliament. 
Well,  we  can  have  too  much  of  a  good  thing,, 
even  from  the  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa. It  seems  to  me  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  oould  not  have  listened  to  what  I 
said  this  afternoon,  even  when  he  was  trying 
to  put  the  position,  I  admit,  fairly  before  the- 
House  in  connection  with  what  I  said  in  refer- 
ence to  the  match  industry.  What  the  Pre- 
mier took  exception  to  was  the  remark  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  made  a  state- 
ment  that  the  Premier  rightly  dissented  from, 
because  he  attempted  to  put  words  into  my 
mouth  which  I  did  not  use.  The  Premier  was- 
perfectly  justified  in  saying  that  I  did  not  use 
the  words  quoted  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  oould 
not  have  listened  to  me ;  and  I  now  wish  to  state 
what  I  did  say  on  this  matter,  so  that  there 
may  be  no  misunderstanding  about  it;  and  I 
am  not  going  back  from  any  statement  I  made 
in  the  House,  or  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business,  in  connection  with  the  people  who 
from  time  to  time  necessarily  interview  the 
Government  of  the  day  in  connection  with  the 
proposals  they  may  deem  necessary  so  far  ae 
the  country  is  concerned.  The  first  thing  any 
one  does  is  naturally  to  approach  the  Govern- 
ment, with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
or  not  there  is  a  probability  of  a  duty  being, 
abolished  or  inoreased  or  decreased,  as  the  case 
may  be.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  any  sensible  busi- 
ness-man, whatever  the  individual  Ministry 
in  office,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
unless  he  is  content  to  acknowledge  himself  a> 
nonentity,  will  come  and  endeavour  to  have 
an  expression  of  opinion  for  his  guidance  from 
those  who  are  anxious  to  carry  out  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  And,  as  for  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  saying  that  I  acknowledged  a> 
promise  that  changes  of  a  certain  nature  would 
not  be  made,  that  is  a  point  I  leave  the  House 
to  decide.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  at- 
tempted to  twist  this  round  in  the  same  way  a* 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  wanted 
to  do,  and  it  is  utterly  and  absolutely  absurd. 
Every  honourable  member  knows  that  the 
Ministry  of  the  day,  who  represent  Parlia- 
ment during  the  recess  or  during  the  sitting 
of  Parliament,  receive  a  great  many  communi- 
cations from  the  public,  and  the  public  know 
that  the  Ministry  can  make  no  binding  agree- 
ment upon  a  question  of  duty  without  the 
ratification  of  the  House.  Everything  must 
necessarily  be  confirmed  by  Parliament. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  — Did  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  it  in  writing  or  not  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — I  am  going  to  refer  to  that  pre- 
sently.   I  will  now  say  what  I  did  say  to  the 
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House  was  as  soon  as  the  last  resolutions  were 
placed  before  the  House  that  a  promise  had  been 
made  that  no  remissions  would  be  made  on 
certain  articles  which  would  be  likely  to  affect 
the  particular  industry  in  question,  but  that 
nothing  could  be  done  excepting  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament.  That  is  what  I  did  say ; 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  the  person  to  whom 
I  made  the  statement  were  here,  he  would  bear 
me  out  in  having  said  that  I  have  always  been 
particularly  careful  not  to  bind  myself  to  any 
particular  course  in  such  a  way  that  1  could 
not  honourably  recede  from  it.  I  have  always 
been  particular  about  that — muoh  more  parti- 
cular than  some  members  of  this  House  would 
give  me  oredit  for.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion hag  asked  me  what  I  wrote,  and  questioned 
me  as  to  what  the  nature  of  the  letter  was. 
I  have  just  read  the  statement  made  by  Mr. 
Bell  before  the  Tariff  Commission ;  and  now,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  have  sent  for  the  letter  that 
was  addressed  to  Mr.  Bell,  being  the  only  letter 
which  has  gone  from  myself  to  which  any  one 
could  refer.  I  have  been  unable  to  get  that 
letter,  as  it  is  locked  up  in  the  Treasury  Office, 
and  the  officials  are  away.  However,  the  letter, 
when  it  is  read  to  the  House,  will  show  that  it 
was  something  to  this  effect :  I  said  it  was  not 
likely  to  be  seriously  interfered  with  so  far  as 
the  duty  was  concerned,  and,  if  anything  was 
done,  it  would  rather  be  a  concession  upon 
certain  articles,  and,  in  addition  to  that,  the 
question  of  putting  certain  raw  material  at  the 
very  lowest  would  be  considered.  There  was  no 
promise  of  any  kind  made,  so  far  as  the  duty 
on  matches  was  concerned,  and  it  was  upon 
that  understanding  that  this  matter  was  con- 
sidered by  me.  I  do  not  care  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  quotes  in  con- 
nection with  the  Tariff  Commission's  report.  I 
intend  to  get  the  letter  and  lay  it  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  and  to  read  it,  and  honourable 
members  can  then  judge  for  themselves.  I 
cannot  do  more  than  that.  Now,  I  want  to  say 
a  word  to  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha, 
who  professes  to  be  an  authority  on  tariff  mat- 
ters. He  made  two  statements  which  are 
utterly  and  absolutely  incorrect,  and  contrary 
to  fact.  To  see  the  honourable  member,  with 
his  eyes  cast  up  to  heaven,  one  would  suppose 
that  he  was  in  earnest  when  he  said  that  here 
the  Government  proposed  to  tax  the  calico  used 
by  the  poor  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— The  honourable 
gentleman  is  hopelessly  and  inextricably  mixed. 
Calico  was  never  named  by  me.  His  notions 
about  boots  are  equally  unintelligible. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  dis- 
cussed the  question  of  boots ;  and  I  will  refer  to 
that  presently.  The  honourable  member  said 
we  were  putting  300  per  cent,  upon  some  boots. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  said  the  Govern- 
ment were  putting  800  per  oent.  on  men's 
slippers  costing  7Jd.  per  pair,  and  I  proved  it. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  said 
we  were  putting  7}  per  cent,  on  one  thing,  but 
afterwards  he  said  we  were  putting  800  per  cent. 
on  some  boots.  Now  he  finds  he  has  made  a 
mistake,  and  wishes  to  retire  from  that  position. 
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In  the  tariff  we  specially  exempt  a  certain  class 
of  boots,  whioh  the  honourable  gentleman  as- 
sumed were  taxable,  and  he  based  the  whole  of 
his  arguments  upon  the  idea  that  we  were  put- 
ting 800  per  cent,  upon  them.  I  suggested  to 
the  House  earlier  this  evening  that  they  should 
allow  me  to  pass  these  resolutions  at  once,  so 
that  the  Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill  oould 
be  circulated.  In  the  Bill  the  whole  of  the  free- 
list  is  referred  to,  and  all  the  exemptions  are 
named ;  therefore  the  honourable  gentleman 
spoke  rather  too  soon,  it  strikes  me.  Now,  in 
this  free-list  to  which  I  refer  there  are  many 
other  items  which  are  to  be  admitted  free,  such 
as  shirting,  coloured  cotton  in  the  piece 

An  Hon.  Member. — They  are  free  now. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  gentleman  will 
pardon  me  for  saying  that  there  are  items  in- 
cluded in  this  which  are  not  free  now.  I  am 
not  going  to  give  the  whole  of  the  details.  The 
honourable  gentleman  professes  to  point  out 
that  we  are  taxing  everything,  but  he  has  not 
the  remotest  knowledge  of  what  is  in  the  free- 
list,  and  if  honourable  members  want  to  discuss 
this  tariff  impartially  and  fairly,  as  they  have 
a  right  to  do,  they  should  have  allowed  the 
tariff  proposals  to  pass  through  in  the  ordinary 
way.  They  will  find  the  whole  of  the  free-list 
in  the  Tariff  Bill.  All  I  did  in  introducing  the 
resolutions  was  to  explain  as  far  as  I  could  the 
alterations  between  the  proposed  resolutions 
and  those  which  were  submitted  previously. 
I  assumed,  of  course,  that  the  House  would 
allow  these  resolutions  to  be  carried,  and  talk 
when  the  Bill  was  before  the  House.  And 
what  has  led  honourable  members  to  wrong 
conclusions  is  that  they  have  not  the  whole  of 
the  information  before  them.  Without  that, 
however  anxious  they  may  be,  they  cannot 
intelligently  discuss  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment, so  far  as  the  tariff  resolutions  are 
concerned.  While  upon  this  matter  let  me 
point  out  one  of  the  mistakes  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  fell  into.  The  honourable 
member  referred  to  the  anomalies  in  connec- 
tion with  duties  upon  iron  wire.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  he  said  that  iron  wire  for  making  wire 
netting  is  now  dutiable.  That  is  entirely 
wrong.  Fencing-wire  is  dutiable,  but  iron  wire 
not  otherwise  enumerated  is  free.  That  is  the 
position.  Now  let  me  say  a  word  about  the, 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout)  and  what  he  said  about  a  free  break- 
fast-table. He  said  we  could  get  a  free  break- 
fast-table under  the  existing  tariff,  and  that 
the  proposed  alteration  will  be  the  means  of 
preventing  people  from  getting  a  free  break- 
fast-table. This  means,  first  of  all,  that  to 
give  a  free  breakfast-table  they  would  re- 
quire to  have  no  tea,  to  have  no  coffee ;  they 
would  require  to  have  no  sugar,  and  no  salt; 
they  would  require  to  have  no  jam  or  marma- 
lade, and  to  have  no  knives  and  no  forks  ;  and 
they  would  require  to  have  no  ohina  and  no 
tableoloth. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  glad  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  honourable 
gentleman.    It  is  a  pity  that,  when  he 
has  in  his  possession  the  whole  of  the 
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tariff  he  intends  to  bring  down,  he  gives  to  the 
House  this  beggarly  slip  of  paper.  How  are 
we  to  disousE  the  matter  if  he  does  not  give  us 
sufficient  information  ?  And  I  will  show  that 
out  of  his  own  words  I  can  condemn  thahonour- 
able  gentleman.  He  seemed  to  ridicule  the 
idea  that  I  stated  there  was  a  duty  of  800  per 
cent,  on  some  of  the  boots.  He  intended  to 
put  on  grown-up  people's  boots  and  shoes  2s. 
per  pair.  Very  well,  you  will  And  in  the  tariff 
report  the  evidence  of  shoemakers  who  say 
that  men's  slippers  are  imported  at  7s.  6d.  per 
dozen,  which  is  7Jd.  per  pair ;  and,  if  you  put 
28.  on  to  this  and  25  per  oent.,  you  put  BOO  per 
cent,  on  a  pair  of  men's  slippers.  There  is  no 
escape  from  it.  But  the  worst  thing  in  con- 
nection with  this  portion  of  the  tariff  is  this : 
that  boots  and  shoes  used  by  the  poorer  people 
are  to  be  charged  2s.  per  pair  and  25  per  cent., 
whilst  the  tourist  and  squatter  can  buy  his 
pair  of  imported  boots  at  £1  5s.  or  £1  10s., 
and  has  to  pay  only  25}  per  cent,  on  them; 
whereas  there  is  a  duty  of  300  per  cent,  on 
working-men '8  slippers. 

Mr.  TANNER.— No. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  will  have  an  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing by-and-by,  and,  as  he  is  experienced  in 
the  tariff,  he  will  be  able  to  give  us  some 
information,  and  if  he  wishes  to  dispute  my 
figures  he  will  have  an  opportunity  of  doing 

80. 

Mr.  TANNER.— I  dispute  the  fact  of  their 
being  working-men's  slippers. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  are  they  ? 

Mr.  TANNER.— Norwegian 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Norwegian  bastards, 
he  says.  Now,  coming  to  the  question  of  tea : 
It  is  a  strange  thing  we  are  told  that  the  3d. 
concession  means  a  reduction  of  £50,000 ;  yet, 
in  connection  with  the  former  proposals,  we 
were  told  that  it  only  means  £11,000  if  Id.  is 
taken  off ;  if  3d.  is  taken  off,  therefore,  I  make 
it  about  £33,000. 

Mr.  WARD. — In  the  other  case  there  is  an 
exemption  of  bulk  tea  only. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  intended  to 
keep  packet  tea  out ;  so  that  all  tea  comes  in 
in  bulk,  and,  consequently,  all  the  tea  will  be 
subject  to  the  5d.  duty ;  so  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  out  to  the  extent  of  about  £15,000, 
at  any  rate,  in  the  item  of  tea.  Now  I  come 
to  the  question  of  the  fruit  trade.  We  are 
endeavouring,  at  enormous  expense  on  the  part 
of  certain  merchants,  to  push  our  island  trade. 
There  are  firms  in  Auckland — Donald  and  Co. 
and  others  —  which  have  gone  to  no  end  of 
trouble,  and  have  succeeded,  although  not  as 
vet  With  any  profit  to  themselves,  in  establish- 
ing a  large  trade  with  the  islands.  It  is  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  we  are  able  to  retain  that 
trade  in  the  colony  in  consequence  of  our  pro- 
tective tariff,  because  the  whole  of  the  islands 
want  to  deal  with  Sydney,  which,  owing  to  her 
free- trade  policy,  does  trade  well ;  and  if  on 
developing  trade  we  put  a  duty  on  their  fruit 
coming  here,  are  they  going  to  send  their 
fruit  to  this  colony,  or  are  they  going  to  send 
their  vessels  empty  to  this  colony  to  take  back 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


our  produce  ?  It  is  manifestly  absurd,  and  I 
cannot  understand  the  Treasurer  contemplat- 
ing it  for  a  moment.  And  the  fruits  he  is 
going  to  put  a  duty  on  are  not  fruits  that  are 
capable  of  being  grown  in  this  colony ;  so  that 
on  his  protection  theory  his  position  is  unten- 
able, because  it  does  not  assist  the  industry  of 
the  colony ;  it  is  purely  a  revenue  item  at  the 
expense  of  one  of  the  largest  trades  that  are 
likely  to  be  carried  on  in  connection  with  the 
colony.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  entirely 
wrong  in  stating  that  I  referred  to  calico  that 
has  been  free  for  years  and  years  in  this  colony. 
What  I  did  say  was  this :  An  article  called  for- 
far  is  to  be  dutiable  ;  it  is- not  to  be  free  for  the 
use  of  poor  people  for  pinafores,  et  cetera,  but 
if  cut  in  the  shape  of  flour-bags  it  is  to  come  in 
free.  Then  we  come  to  the  question  of  Home- 
made clothes,  of  which  so  much  was  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui.  It  is 
evident  that  not  much  is  brought  into  this 
country,  because  only  £600  is  estimated  to  be 
yielded  by  this,  whereas  the  duty  from  other 
drapery  goods  is  estimated  at  £86,000. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  had  not  intended  to 
take  part  in  this  debate,  because  I  think  the 
position  is  unusual.  The  ordinary  course  is  that 
temporary  resolutions  like  these  are  passed  by 
the  Committee,  and  the  merits  are  discussed 
when  the  Tariff  Bill  comes  into  Committee. 
But,  seeing  that  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Tariff 
Commission,  and  have  sat  here  for  two  hours 
listening  to  speeches  made  by  honourable  mem- 
bers without  saying  a  word  myself,  it  now  falls 
on  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  some  of 
the  statements  made  by  some  honourable  mem- 
bers. The  honourable  member  for  Clutha,  in 
the  first  ten  minutes  at  his  disposal,  took  up 
a  position — unintentionally,  possibly — which 
renders  it  necessary  for  me  to  say  a  few  words. 
The  honourable  gentleman  congratulated  my 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  on 
having  adopted  to  some  extent  his  suggestion 
with  regard  to  the  freeing  of  binder-twine  from 
duty,  and  also  as  to  the  free  importation  of 
forfar,  dowlas,  et  cetera.  It  is  only  fair  to  the 
Commission  to  say  that  they  unanimously 
recommended,  as  will  be  seen  on  page  9  of  the 
report,  that  binder- twine  should  be  admitted 
free  of  duty.    Paragraph  34  says, — 

"  The  statistics  show  that  the  importation  of 
binder-twine  has  fallen  to  very  small  propor- 
tions, the  great  bulk  of  the  twine  used  in  the 
colony  being  now  of  local  manufacture.  The 
duty  upon  this  article  is  therefore  an  unim- 
portant item  from  a  tariff  point  of  view,  while 
it  has  an  irritating  effect  upon  agriculturists ; 
and  it  is  recommended  that  it  be  removed/* 

That,  Sir,  was  the  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Commission,  and  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  therefore  adopted  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commission  and  not  simply 
the  recommendation  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha.  Then,  it  will  also  be  found 
that,  with  regard  to  the  question  of  forfars, 
in  paragraph  26  of  the  report,  page  8,  the  fol- 
lowing words  occur : — 

"  In  soft -goods,  the  Commissioners  have 
placed  silks,  satins,  velvets,  trimmings,  and 
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lace  under  the  highest  rates  of  duty  as  being 
articles  of  non-necessity,  and  they  recommend 
what  they  think  will  be  of  great  advantage  to 
the  public — namely,  that  articles  of  daily  use, 
and  which  are  required  by  all  classes,  such  as 
cotton  goods  and  the  lower  class  of  linen  goods 
— namely,  hollands,  forfars,  &c. — be  admitted 
duty-free." 

This  was  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mission also.  It  should  be  understood,  there- 
fore, that  those  of  us  who  sat  silent  are  not  on 
that  account  to  be  supposed  to  be  persons 
differing  in  opinion  from  my  honourable  friend. 
I  wish  also  to  say,  with  all  due  deference  to 
my  honourable  friend  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City— for  whom  no  member  of  this 
House  has  more  respect  than  I  have— that  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  he  should,  in  a  chaffing 
way,  have  suggested  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
during  the  last  few  days  had  been  novel-read- 
ing instead  of  attending  to  his  duty :  I  mean  by 
44  duty  "  the  work  of  preparing  the  tariff.  I  hap- 
pened to  encounter  the  honourable  gentleman 
travelling  in  a  railway  train,  and  I  know  that 
for  the  few  hours  I  was  travelling  in  that  train 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  exceedingly 
hard  at  work  with  his  shorthand- writer,  and 
I  do  not  suppose  he  had  very  much  time  for 
novel-reading  during  the  term  of  his  leave  — 
he  certainly  had  not  on  the  train :  that  1  can 
vouoh  for.  Even  in  political  warfare  I  think  we 
•ought  not  to  say  anything  that  might  lead  to 
a  false- impression  on  the  part  of  the  public ; 
and  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
Oolonial  Treasurer  has  worked  a  great  many 
more  hours  in  respect  to  this  matter  than 
people  generally  give  him  credit  for.  On  board 
steamer  the  other  morning,  when  some  other 
passengers  were  not  quite  comfortable  owing  to 
the  rolling  of  the  sea,  I  happened  to  see  the 
Treasurer  sitting  with  Mr.  Glasgow  working 
very  hard  over  items  of  the  tariff.  Therefore  the 
novel-reading  indictment  will  not  hold  good. 
With  regard  to  the  new  proposals  in  this  tariff, 
I  believe  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
<3ity  called  it  "  the  cocoanut  tariff."  Now,  I 
dissent  entirely,  as  I  think  did  also  the  whole 
•Commission,  from  the  proposal  to  place  a  duty 
on  island  fruit.  I  think  such  a  duty  would  be 
«  mistake.  From  information  we  got  in  Auck- 
land—  and  a  great  deal  of  information  was 
brought  before  the  Commission— there  appears 
to  be  room  for  a  large  and  remunerative  trade 
between  this  colony  and  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific,  and  it  would  be  most  unwise,  for  the 
•sake  of  the  very  small  revenue  to  be  obtained 
from  oocoanuts  and  bananas,  that  any  duty 
whatever  should  be  placed  on  island  fruit. 
True,  oranges  are  grown  north  of  Auckland, 
but  the  oolonial -grown  oranges  can  compete 
with  those  imported  from  elsewhere,  and  the 
orange-growers  do  not  ask  for  any  duty :  that 
is  also  the  case  with  lemons,  and  there  is  no 
proposal  for  a  duty  on  lemons..  I  do  not  think 
that  there  should  be  any  duty  on  bananas  and 
oocoanuts.  We  cannot  grow  them,  and  there- 
fore we  are  bound  to  import  them  ;  and,  seeing 
that  the  duty  as  proposed  would  be  hardly  worth 
taking  into  account  from  a  revenue  point  of 


view,  whilst  it  is  a  vexation  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  island  trade,  it  certainly  ought  not 
to  be  imposed.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  whether  there  ought  to 
be  an  increase  of  duty  on  apples.  I  am  not  of 
the  opinion  that  the  inorease  of  the  duty  on 
apples  would  in  any  way  increase  the  price  to 
the  consumer.  The  fact  is  that  in  Auckland  and 
Otago,  and  probably  all  over  the  colony,  apples 
can  be  grown  in  any  quantity;  but  wherever 
there  is  a  port  there  are  poured  into  that  port, 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  the  surplus  pro- 
ducts of  Tasmania  and  other  parts  of  Australia, 
which  are  sold  at  any  prioe  they  will  fetch. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  people  get  the  bene- 
fit of  that. 

Major  STEWARD.— No,  the  people  do  not  get 
the  benefit  of  it.  They  get  inferior  fruit,  and 
the  production  of  local  fruit  is  thereby  checked, 
and  the  result  is,  they  eventually  pay  higher 
prices.  Therefore  I  uphold  decidedly  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Commission.  We  went 
very  carefully  into  the  matter  in  Invercargill, 
Christchurch,  and  Auckland,  and  had  before  us 
numbers  of  witnesses ;  and  I  think  it  was  the 
deliberate  opinion  of  us  all,  with,  perhaps,  one 
exception,  that  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  to 
recommend  in  the  interest  of  the  industry  that 
a  heavier  duty  be  placed  on  apples,  and  I  shall 
very  heartily  support  the  Government  in  carry- 
ing out  the  recommendation  of  the  Commis- 
sion-. Now  in  regard  to  the  vexed  duty  on 
boots  and  6hoes.  The  Treasurer  has  already 
pointed  out  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  has  overlooked  in  reading  the  tariff  pro- 

Eosals  the  three  letters  n.o.e.  What  is  meant 
y  that?  Of  course,  we  all  know  it  means 
"  not  otherwise  enumerated,"  and  these  three 
letters  show  that  a  duty  of  2s.  is  proposed  to  be 
placed  upon  a  pair  of  boots  n.o.e.  As  children's 
shoes  of  sizes  0  to  3  are  otherwise  enumerated, 
therefore  they  do  not  come  under  that  tariff. 

An  Hon.  Member. — How  do  you  know  ? 

Major  STEWARD.— I  know  it  has  always 
been  so  in  all  tariffs.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  also  assured  us  that  it  is  so,  and  I  shall 
accept  that  assurance.  I  wish  to  express  my 
dissent,  as  the  Commission  also  did,  from  any 
system  of  combined  duties — that  is  to  say,  a 
duty  at  per  pair  as  well  as  a  duty  at  percentage 
of  value.  That  is,  I  think,  a  mistake,  and  we 
said  so  in  the  Commission's  report,  and  I 
intend  to  vote  accordingly  when  the  matter 
comes  before  the  House,  because  I  do  not  think 
it  is  a  wise  proposal.  I  believe  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  and 
will  be  prepared  tc  stick  to  the  one  system  of  a 
single  duty. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— As  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal explanation,  I  desire  to  refer  to  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  said.  He  stated 
that  I  recommended  in  the  Tariff  Commission 
that  certain  exemptions  should  be  made,  and 
he  gave  the  House  to  understand  that  1  per- 
sonally agreed  to  those  exemptions. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  did  not  say  that  you 
had  so  stated,  but  that  you  had  congratulated 
the  Treasurer  on  having  adopted  certain  recom- 
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mendations  in  a  notice  of  motion  you  placed 
on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  said  nothing  of 
the  sort.  I  said  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission was  ignored  in  that  respect  by  the 
Treasurer.  He  brought  in  a  tariff  to  levy  a 
duty  on  binder-twine,  and  I  at  once  gave  notice 
to  move  in  Committee  that  the  duty  on  that 
and  other  articles  should  be  removed,  and  that 
they  should  be  admitted  free.  Four  out  of 
the  five  amendments  I  recommended  have  been 
adopted. 

Mr.  WARD.— When  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  knew  that  the  Government  were 
likely  to  remove  the  duty  he  gave  notice  of  his 
motion. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Absolutely  in- 
correct. 

Mr.  BUD  DO.— From  what  we  have  heard 
from  the  Tariff  Commissioners  on  this  matter, 
it  shows  that  they  have  been  fully  alive  to  the 
duties  the  Government  imposed  upon  them. 
There  are  one  or  two  items  which  are  proposed 
to  be  increased,  and  to  which  I  take  very  con- 
siderable exception.  For  instance,  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  increase  on  boots  and  shoes  and 
on  linseed-oil.  I  need  not  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  proposed  iniquitous  tax  on  island 
fruit,  as  it  has  been  fully  debated  by  other 
honourable  members.  There  is  an  anomaly 
with  regard  to  the  proposed  tariff  on  rice.  It 
is  proposed  to  reimpose  the  tariff  on  rice  and 
rice-flour,  while  sago  and  tapioca  carry  no  tax 
at  all.  I  do  not  see  why  there  should  be  a 
difference  between  these  articles.  They  are  all 
practically  the  same  line,  and  should  be  placed 
at  the  same  duty.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that 
notice  has  been  taken  of  the  omission  of  taxa- 
tion upon  made-up  costumes  imported  from 
the  Old  Country-  I  pointed  this  out  in  my 
remarks  on  the  Financial  Statement,  and  I  am 
glad  ^to  see  that  the  matter  has  been  taken 
notice  of,  and  that  we  are  now  to  have  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  on  imported  dresses.  A 
great  deal  of  this  class  of  goods  are  imported 
from  England  and  Victoria,  and  I  feel  that  a 
tax  on  these  imports  would  be  of  assistance  to 
the  dressmakers  of  this  colony,  and  that  if  our 
dressmakers  get  the  orders  that  are  now  sent 
outside  for  execution  they  will  give  full  satis- 
faction to  those  who  give  them  their  custom, 
and  that  they  will  turn  out  costumes  that 
will  be  a  oredit  to  themselves  and  to  the 
wearers.  With  regard  to  the  proposed  com- 
bination tax  on  boots,  shoes,  and  slippers,  I 
entirely  dissent  from  it.  It  has  been  in  work, 
I  need  scarcely  remind  honourable  members,  in 
Victoria,  and  has  been  a  miserable  failure.  It 
may  be  chat  the  tax  there  was  a  much  heavier 
one,  but  the  result  was  an  enormous  output  of 
inferior-class  boots  and  shoes,  for  which  there 
was  no  outlet,  and  the  bootmakers  of  that 
colony  were  thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  un- 
employed through  production  being  fostered 
beyond  the  requirements  of  the  colony.  I  think 
the  same  thing  will  occur  here  if  we  en- 
courage these  combination  duties.  They  will 
only  lead  to  the  one  result — to  an  increased 
output,  and,  in  a  very  short  time,  to  a  consider- 
Major  Steward 


able  addition  to  the  number  of  unemployed. 
I  have  been  assured  by  several  bootmakers' 
unions  that  the  present  duty  on  strong  boots 
and  shoes  is  ample  to  allow  them  to  compete- 
with  the  imported  article  in  the  colonial 
market,  the  only  trouble  being  with  regard  to 
the  boots  and  shoes  invoiced  at  something 
under  6s.  per  pair.  I  should  like  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  immediate  effect  of  this  tariff  on 
boots  and  shoes.  The  increased  tax  will  fall  on 
the  factory  workers,  on  the  domestic  servants* 
and  on  the  lads  and  girls  who  are  employed  in 
light  occupations  about  the  cities,  and  who 
are  paid  small  salaries.  They  are  the  people 
who  will  feel  this  increased  duty.  Have  the 
Government  considered  that  question  ?  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  tax  would  be  entirely 
adverse  to  the  interests  of  those  who  belong 
to  the 'poorer  classes.  There  is  no  combina- 
tion tax  as  yet,  and  an  ad  valorem  duty 
is  the  only  fair  tax  to  impose  on  any  of 
the  items  I  have  mentioned,  and  I  think 
that  any  other  tax  will  be  entirely  against 
the  interests  of  the  colony,  and,  I  believe, 
against  the  interests  of  the  workers  themselves. 
With  regard  to  the  tariff  on  kerosene-oil,  if  the 
original  duty  is  restored  I  think  it  will  be  better 
than  increasing  the  duty  on  tea.  Kerosene  is 
not  used  by  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  —  there  are  a  large  number  of  people 
who  use  none  whatever ;  therefore  I  think  it 
would  be  unfair  to  impose  what  is  certainly 
class  legislation,  which,  I  think,  the  House 
does  not  approve  of.  My  principal  objection  is 
to  the  proposed  tax  on  linseed-oil.  That  tax 
has  not,  I  think,  been  carefully  considered.  I 
am  aware  of  the  responsibility  that  devolves 
upon  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  finding  revenue, 
and  also  to  suit  the  public  in  giving  them  a 
fair  tax  all  round.  I  must  point  out,  however, 
that  the  imposition  of  a  tax  of  this  nature  will 
never  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. First  of  all,  it  will  add  from  5  to  10 
per  cent,  to  the  cost  of  painting  buildings.  This 
oil  is  also  used  for  sanitary  purposes,  and  there- 
fore^ the  tax  will  be  adverse  to  the  health  of  the 
people,  and  by  increasing  the  cost  of  painting 
buildings  it  will  do  away  with  a  very  consider- 
able amount  of  labour.  There  is  another  in- 
dustry which  depends  upon  cheap  linseed-oil 
for,  I  believe,  its  existence — that  is,  our  water- 
proof-clothing manufacture.  At  the  present 
time  that  industry  has  to  compete  with  the 
imported  article,  and  the  increase  in  the  price 
of  the  linseed-oil  will  put  our  manufacturers 
in  an  unfair  position  in  their  competition 
with  the  imported  waterproof  clothing.  I 
know  more  than  one  of  those  factories  that  are 
just  struggling,  and  the  imposition  of  this  in- 
creased duty  on  the  oil  will  simply  wipe  them 
out  of  existence.  As  to  the  removal  of  the  duty 
on  binder-twine,  I  think  that  is  of  very  small 
consequence,  and  one  hardly  worth  mentioning. 
In  1894  there  was  only  ISowt.  imported  into 
this  colony,  and  therefore  the  removal  of  the 
duty  will  not  affect  trade  one  way  or  another. 
I  might  point  out  that  the  North  Canterbury 
Agricultural  Association,  at  a  meeting  held  a 
few  days  ago,  decided  in  favour  of  the  tax  re- 
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anaining  as  it  is.  They  pointed  out  the  very 
small  quantity  imported,  so  that  farmers  would 
not  be  affected  by  the  tax  being  continued, 
while  at  the  same  time  there  were  a  large 
number  of  farmers  who  had  flax  to  sell  and 
who  would  be  seriously  affected  if  there  was  no 
demand  for  it.  I  just  mention  this  to  show 
that  there  are  differences  of  opinion  on  this 
subject.  I  quite  realise  that  time  is  of  im- 
portance, and  I  shall  not  detain  the  House  any 
longer,  but  I  thought  it  right  to  mention  one 
-or  two  matters  which  I  think  are  unfair,  and 
require  more  consideration. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— The  last  speaker  told  us 
-that  he  realised  that  time  was  of  importance, 
and  he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House.  I,  for  one,  regret  very  much  the  time 
that  has  been  taken  up  to-night  on  this 
matter.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  are  many 
honourable  members  who  are  under  the  im- 
pression that  they  are  making  their  second- 
reading  speeches  on  the  Tariff  Bill,  instead  of 
simply  making  a  few  remarks  on  the  temporary 
resolutions  put  before  the  Ways  and  Means 
-Committee.  I  contend,  Sir,  that  we  require  a 
very  great  deal  more  information  before  us  to 
enable  us  to  deal  with  this  important  matter ; 
-therefore  it  would  have  been  much  better  if  we 
had  delayed  making  long  speeches  until  we  had 
the  Tariff  Bill  before  us.  The  leader  of  the 
•Opposition  to  day  asked  a  very  pertinent  ques- 
tion, as  to  how  much  time  we  should  be  allowed 
to  have  to  consider  this  question  before  we 
should  be  called  upon  to  debate  it  in  the  House. 
We  have  had  a  debate  on  the  question  as  if  it 
had  been  a  debate  on  the  seoond  reading  of 
"the  Bill,  t  have  not  any  sympathy  with  the 
Government  in  reference  to  this  matter.  If 
they  had  had  the  necessary  backbone,  first 
having  obtained  the  best  possible  information 
on  the  subject  from  experts  and  commercial 
men,  to  have  considered  the  tariff  question 
themselves,  and  to  have  brought  down  a  revised 
tariff  if  then  found  necessary  and  desirable, 
-they  would  have  carried  it  through  very  much 
better  than  they  are  doing  at  present.  We 
should  not  then  have  had  the  Chairman  of 
the  Tariff  Commission,  or  the  lieutenant  of  the 
Tariff  Commission,  making  speeches  on   this 

Question.  The  Government  would  themselves 
ave  to  take  all  the  responsibility.  Last  year  a 
Tariff  Committee  was  set  up.  I  was  a  member 
of  that  Committee,  and  before  I  attended  two 
meetings  I  knew  that  the  whole  of  the  work  of 
that  Committee  would  be  absolutely  futile ;  and 
it  was  also  known  that  the  result  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  would  be  just  as  futile  as  the  Tariff 
Committee.  When  we  heard  the  resolutions 
of  the  31st  July,  making  alterations  in  the 
tariff,  honourable  members  considered  that 
they  ought  to  have  had  the  matter  put  clearly 
before  them  —  returns  Bhowing  the  estimated 
results  cf  the  proposed  remissions  of  duties. 
Now,  we  have  to-night,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  has  said,  "merely  a  sorap  of 
Taper  put  before  us  " ;  and  do  honourable  mem- 
bers imagine  that  that  scrap  of  paper  contains 
4he  whole  of  the  alterations  that  are  to  be  made 
an  the  tariff  of  1888? 


An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

,..  0  Mr.  GRAHAM. — Yes,  some  of  them 
'  do  ;  some  of  them  have  told  me  so.  It 
is  not  so.  The  whole  thing  is  more  complicated 
than  ever ;  and  I  think  the  Ministry  should  re- 
arrange an  approximate  estimate,  showing  the 
whole  position  as  it  is  now,  so  that  members 
of  the  House  may  clearly  and  distinctly  under- 
stand what  they  are  called  upon  to  deal  with. 
There  are  some  alterations  with  which  possibly 
I  can  agree,  but  on  the  whole,  while  this  tariff 
is  professedly  in  the  interests  of  the  working 
people,  and  the  object  is  to  reduce  taxation 
upon  the  necessaries  of  life,  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  will  do  so.  We  are  reducing  the  duty  on 
tea  by  3d.  a  pound,  but,  as  every  working-man's 
family  in  the  country  will  find  out,  that  3d.  on 
tea  is  going  to  be  more  than  made  up  in  other 
directions— for  instance,  in  the  way  of  increased 
duties  on  clothing  and  on  boots  and  shoes.  If 
that  is  the  case— and  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  it  is  so — I  do  not  think  the  altera- 
tions are  worth  all  the  trouble  we  have  taken 
about  this  matter.  I  think  the  Government 
should  place  clearly  before  us  a  table  showing 
the  effect  of  the  alterations.  If  that  is  not 
done  the  members  of  the  House  cannot  properly 
deal  with  this  question. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— Recognising  as  I  do 
that  this  is  not  the  most  convenient  time  to 
make  long  speeohes  on  these  proposals,  I  was 
inclined  not  to  speak  at  all  to-night,  but,  seeing 
that  so  many  honourable  members  have  ex- 
pressed their  opinions  with  regard  to  these  new 
proposals,  I  desire  to  say  a  very  few  words. 
Coming  from  the  North  as  I  do,  the  question 
of  fruit  naturally  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  my  mind,  as  it  does  in  the  minds  of  other 
honourable  members  who  have  spoken.  Upon 
that  subject  I  may  say  that  I  agree  with  my 
colleague  Mr.  Crow  the  r  when  he  objected 
strongly  to  a  duty  being  imposed  upon  island 
fruit.  That  is  a  fruit  which  does  not  interfere 
materially,  at  all  events,  with  our  home-grown 
fruit.  Neither  oranges,  bananas,  pineapples, 
nor  cocoanuts  are  grown  in  the  North ;  and 
these  fruits  are  a  great  boon  to  the  people.  It 
is  a  great  boon  to  the  publio  to  have  a  variety 
of  fruits  in  their  proper  season.  Besides  that, 
it  increases  the  facilities  for  our  trade  with  the 
islands.  I,  for  one,  strongly  object  to  the  duty 
being  placed  upon  the  fruits  I  have  mentioned. 
With  regard  to  the  duty  proposed  to  be  levied 
upon  other  fruits,  that,  I  think,  will  have  no 
evil  effeot  whatever.  Apples,  for  instance,  are 
grown  in  large  quantities  in  the  North  and 
other  parts  of  New  Zealand,  and  preparations 
have  been  made  during  the  last  few  years  for 
increasing  the  output  of  apples,  at  all  events, 
very  considerably  in  the  North.  When  the  Bill 
comes  down  I  hope  we  shall  find  that  the  duty 
on  island  fruit,  at  all  events,  will  be  omitted. 
There  is  another  matter  which  I  regret  to  see 
—namely,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  proposes  to 
only  charge  the  same  duty  upon  packed  tea  as 
upon  bulk  tea.  I  can  assure  him  that  is  a  mat- 
ter which  will  interfere  with  the  employment 
of  a  great  many  young  people  in  the  colony. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb, — No. 
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Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.  —  There  are  a  great 
many  young  people  employed  in  packing  tea — 
more  than  many  people  think.  I  think,  if  the 
duty  were  made  6d.  on  packed  teas,  provided 
the  printing  on  the  packing-papers  was  done  in 
the  colony,  it  would  have  a  very  good  effect, 
and  would  not  interfere  with  the  employment 
of  the  young  people  who  are  at  present  engaged 
in  the  packing  of  tea.  I  also  think  a  mistake 
has  been  made  in  regard  to  what  I  consider  the 
excess  of  duty  on  low-priced  boots  and  shoes. 
Although  it  has  been  said  that  that  duty  is  very 
small,  still  I  think  that  a  duty  of  2s.  a  pair  on 
low-class  shoes  is  too  high  altogether,  and  will 
fall  heavily  on  the  wearers.  There  is  another 
matter — I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been 
overlooked,  or  whether  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
intends  to  do  anything  further  in  regard  to 
this  subject,  but  I  know  that  it  will  meet  with 
a  great  deal  of  opposition  in  the  centres  of 
population:  I  refer  to  the  proposed  duty  on 
uncut  precious  stones.  I  hope  that  when  the 
Bill  comes  down  we  shall  find  that  this  article, 
at  all  events,  will  be  free  of  duty.  I  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  with  re- 
gard to  the  remarks  which  ho  made  on  the 
item  of  linseed-oil.  I  think  the  duty  on  that 
article  is  altogether  too  high,  and  that  it 
will  have  a  very  injurious  effect  upon  all 
classes  of  the  community,  for  linseed-oil  is  an 
article  which  is  largely  used.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  there  are  other 
branches  of  industry  which  have  not  received 
consideration.  For  instance,  there  is  cabinet- 
making.  There  are  many  cabinetmakers  out 
of  employment,  owing  to  the  cheap  goods  im- 
ported into  the  colony.  I  think  that  is  an 
industry  which  will  stand  a  little  more  protec- 
tion. Any  one  visiting  the  auction-rooms  in 
the  centres  of  population  must  have  noticed 
the  large  quantity  of  imported  furniture  sold 
there.  This  imported  stuff  must  interfere  very 
materially  with  the  trade  of  the  local  manu- 
facturers. I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  engineers 
and  implement-makers  of  the  colony  have  not 
received  equal  consideration  under  the  new  pro- 
posals to  what  they  had  under  the  old,  and  I 
think  that  is  not  at  all  a  thing  which  we  ought 
to  have.  I  think  that  industry  ought  to  be  en- 
oouraged  in  every  way  possible.  On  the  whole, 
the  new  proposals  are  a  very  great  improvement 
upon  the  previous  ones,  and  so  far  as  they  are 
an  improvement  I  am  rather  pleased.  I  hope 
that  when  the  Bill  comes  down  we  shall  be  able 
to  make  some  al  terations  which  will  still  further 
improve  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  desire  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  I  regret  that  I  was  challenged 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  as  to  a 
statement  made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
respect  to  the  duties  being  retained  upon 
matches.  When  the  challenge  was  repeated 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  stated  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  made  no  such  state- 
ment as  that  attributed  to  him.  It  was  a  most 
unpleasant  episode  early  in  the  debate,  and 
almost  a  scene  occurred  in  consequence  of  a 
repetition  of  the  statement  by  the  honourable 


member  for  Wairarapa.  Sitting  as  I  did  close 
beside  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  knew  what  he 
had  said;  and  whether  it  was  owing  to  the 
acoustio  properties  of  the  chamber  or  not  I  do- 
not  understand,  but  I  believe  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  was  in  earnest,  and  fully  believed 
that  he  heard  what  be  repeated  as  being  the 
statement  made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
As  the  Hansard  report  was  taken  when  the 
words  were  actually  used,  I  think,  in  justice  to 
myself,  it  is  only  right  I  should  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  putting  myself  in  a  proper  posi- 
tion, and  that  I  should  not  stand  accused,  as 
I  was  by  two  honourable  members,  of  having 
denied  statements  which  were  absolutely  cor- 
rect. Now,  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa said  the  Colonial  Treasurer  admitted 
that  he  had  made  a  promise  that  so  long  aa 
the  Government  remained  in  office  no  altera- 
tion in  the  tariff  would  be  made.  That  is 
what  was  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  as  being  the  words  used  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion (Captain  Russell)  did  not  go  the  length  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  did.  What 
he  said  was  this  :  that  the  Treasurer  admitted 
that  he  had  stated  that  no  alteration  in  the 
tariff  should  be  made.  That  was  the  statement 
made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  Now, 
these  are  the  words  used  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer. I  have  asked  his  permission,  and  have 
got  them  from  Hansard  uncorrected,  as  they 
were  sent  down  to  the  Printing  Office: — 

" 1  may  say  that,  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  there  does  appear  to  have  been  a  pro- 
mise made  to  two  proprietors  of  these  indus- 
tries that  for  a  time  the  duty  would  not  be  so- 
altered  as  to  materially  interfere  with  the  in- 
dustries. There  is  one  of  these  factories  owned 
by  Messrs.  Bell,  of  Wellington,  and  another  by- 
Mr.  Rutherford,  of  Caversham.  The  Govern- 
ment, or  at  any  rate  I,  was  not  aware,  at  the 
time  the  tariff  was  made  up,  that  these  pro- 
mises were  made,  and  1  think  it  is  only  fair, 
where  promises  have  been  made,  an  attempt 
should  be  made  not  to  do  injustice." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— What  are  you  reading 
now  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  am  reading  the  uncor- 
rected proof  of  what  was  said  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  to  show  that  what  I  stated  was  abso- 
lutely correct — that  he  did  not  use  the  words 
put  in  his  mouth  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition and  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Is  that  the  copy? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes;  this  is  direct  from  the 
reporting-room. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Is  that  in  order  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  perfectly  in  order  in  a 
case  of  this  kind,  where  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
is  willing  that  this  should  be  done.  I  felt 
very  keenly  the  remarks  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa,  because  I  knew,, 
as  I  had  sat  alongside  and  had  watched  very 
carefully  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  say- 
ing, that  he  had  not  made  use  of  the  words 
attributed  to  him.     I  hope    both  honourable 


Digitized  by  LjOOQLC 


1895.] 


Tariff. 


[HOUSE.] 


Tariff. 


247 


members  now  will  admit  that  they  did  me  an 
injustice. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— Before  we  go  further, 
I  want  to  say  that  I  do  not  quite  understand 
how  the  uncorrected  Hansard  proof  got  down 
here.  On  one  or  two  occasions  there  have  been 
differences  of  opinion  as  to  what  has  taken 
place,  and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  other 
members  have  the  same  privilege  of  getting 
uncorrected  proofs  on  the  same  day. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  That  is  a  matter  you 
must  not  bring  up  in  the  House. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  should  like  to  say  a 
word.  I  do  not  feel  that  there  is  anything 
for  me  to  retract  or  alter  substantially.  The 
ipsissima verba  one  cannot  catch,  but  my  state- 
ment to-night  seems  to  be  absolutely  borne  out 
by  what  the  honourable  gentleman  has  read. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  wish  to  state  as  shortly 
as  possible  what  I  understand  about  the  mat- 
ter. What  I  stated  was  this:  that  the  Trea- 
surer gave  the  Committee  to  understand  that  a 
promise  had  been  made  of  a  specific)  character 
to  certain  manufacturers  that  the  duty  on  the 
article  manufactured  should  not  be  decreased. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  no  alteration  should 
be  made. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  —  That  a  promise  had 
been  made  that  the  tariff  should  not  be  altered 
so  as  to  affect  their  particular  manufacture. 
That  is  substantially  what  the  Treasurer  stated 
to  the  House,  and  what  every  honourable  mem- 
ber understood  him  to  say.  I  can  say  nothing 
more  than  that,  and  I  can  say  nothing  less. 
Now,  I  ask  the  Committee  to  judge  for  them- 
selves as  to  whether  it  was  right  that  any 
Treasurer 

The  CHAIRMAN.— You  are  making  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  It  is  not  a  question  for  the 
Committee  to  judge. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  The  honourable  gentleman 
may  not  recollect  what  was  said.  I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  does  recol- 
lect what  was  stated,  and  what  it  was  that 
the  Premier  was  denying,  and  what  it  was 
I  attempted  to  put  right  when  I  last  spoke. 
Neither  do  I  think  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
recollects  what  he  said,  if  he  wishes  to  make 
out  now  that  what  was  read  from  the  Han- 
sard proof  is  the  same  as  what  he  stated  to  the 
House  ;  because  it  is  not  so.  What  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  said  was  this :  He 
said  ^1  had  stated  to  one  of  the  factory- pro- 
prietors that  no  alteration  would  be  made  so 
long  as  the  present  Government  were  in  office. 
The  honourable  gentleman  stated  that  dis- 
tinctly. I  denied  it,  and  the  Premier  denied 
having  made  it,  and  he  accused  the  Premier 
of  making  one  statement  and  me  of  making 
another.  Speaking  from  memory,  I  gave  to  the 
House  practically  what  has  been  read  from 
the  Hansard  proof.  I  said  that  the  promise 
given  was  that  no  material  alteration  should 
be  made.  That  is  a  different  matter  from  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  stated. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  have  only  to  express 
my  conviction  that,  after  all  this  explanation, 
no  honourable  member  can  see  any  substantial 


difference  between  what  the  Treasurer  said 
and  what  I  stated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD.— There  is  a  great  difference. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.  —  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  have  made  their  speeches,  and  now 
they  have  got  up  a  little  sparring-match,  and 
the  result  is  that  members  who  have  not 
spoken  on  this  important  question  have  their 
minds  diverted,  and  it  is  very  difficult  now  for 
us  to  address  ourselves  to  the  subject  after  all 
this  fighting,  and  the  galleries  are  empty  also. 
Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  say  very  much  on  this 
tariff  question.  It  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  find 
fault  with  tariff  proposals,  and  I  do  not  suppose 
there  was  a  Colonial  Treasurer  in  existence  who 
could  bring  down  tariff  proposals  to  please  every- 
body, and  therefore  I  am  not  going  to  follow 
the  example  of  some  honourable  members  and 
adversely  criticize  everything  that  is  in  these 
proposals.  In  reference  to  the  tea  duty,  the 
only  thing  I  wish  to  say  is  that  I  hope  our 
finances  are  in  such  a  position  that  we  can 
afford  to  give  up  £50,000  a  year  from  that  one 
source.  I  hope  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  not 
been  too  sanguine,  but  that  he  has  carefully 
made  up  his  estimates,  so  that  at  the  end  of 
the  year  he  will  not  find  his  finances  too  re- 
stricted. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Raise  the  beer  duty. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.  — That  iR  not  in  the 
proposal  before  us.  Now,  with  reference  to  the 
duty  on  island  fruit,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
much  on  the  question,  because  I  know  that  in 
Auckland  there  is  a  strong  feeling  against  put- 
ting  a  tax  on  island  trade ;  but,  as  to  a  tax  o:i 
other  fruit  that  we  can  grow  in  the  oolony,  I 
think  that  is  a  very  fair  tax,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  will  make  any  difference  to  the  con- 
sumers. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Oranges. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— That  is  island  fruit. 

An  Hon.  Member.— We  can  grow  them. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Not  in  sufficient 
quantities.  The  position  is  this :  At  the  pre- 
sent time  people  in  New  South  Wales  or  Tas- 
mania can  land  fruit  in  the  City  of  Welling- 
ton for  one- third  less  than  I  can  send  it  from 
Whangarei.  Now,  so  long  as  the  carrying  trade 
is  in  that  position,  that  the  other  colonies  can 
put  their  fruit  down  here  at  one-third  less  oost 
than  the  settlers  in  the  adjoining  provinces,  I 
say  the  duty  is  necessary  to  cheok  that.  Fruit 
is  landed  and  sold  very  often  at  little  more  that \ 
the  cost  of  the  oases.  I  believe  that  very  often 
shipments  of  fruit  are  sold  in  this  town  at  less 
than  actual  freight  charges,  and  our  fruit  trade 
is  very  much  injured.  In  reference  to  duties  on 
boots  and  shoes,  I  think  and  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  make  a  substantial  reduction  on  tho 
duties.  In  my  opinion  they  will  not  do  thin 
trade  any  good,  because  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
possible  for  the  boot-manufacturers  of  the 
colony  to  compete  with  the  manufacturers  of 
the  Old  Country  in  certain  classes  of  goods. 
Some  classes  of  boots  and  shoes  may  be  able  to 
compete,  but  in  other  classes  that  is  impossible, 
and  to  put  on  a  prohibitive  duty  on  boots  and 
shoes  is,  I  think,  a  very  great  mistake,  and  I, 
for  one,  shall  be  prepared  to  use  my  vote  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


248 


Tariff. 


[HOUSE.] 


Tariff. 


[Sept.  13 


Committee  in  the  direction  of  reducing  the 
duty  on  boots  and  shoes.  In  reference  to  the 
duty  put  on  linseed-oil,  Is.  6d.  a  gallon,  I  do 
not  know  how  much  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
may  have  estimated  he  is  to  receive  from  that 
source,  hut  there,  I  think,  a  great  mistake  is 
also  made.  Linseed-oil  is  used  by  painters  for 
working  up  and  mixing  their  paints,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  such  a  large  duty  will  have  a 
tendency  to  stop  people  from  painting  their 
houses  as  often  as  they  do  at  present.  Those 
who  take  good  care  of  wooden  buildings  like  to 
paint  them  every  three  or  four  years,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  do  that  so  as  to  preserve  them  in 
good  order ;  but  if  we  put  a  duty  of  Is.  6d. 
a  gallon  on  linseed-oil  I  venture  to  say  the 
owners  of  these  buildings,  instead  of  painting 
them  every  three  years,  will  let  them  go  for 
six  years,  so  that  you  are  doing  an  injury  to 
that  class  of  labour ;  and  I  doubt  also  whether 
the  Treasurer  will  get  much  money  out  of  it. 
I  hope  when  we  come  to  deal  with  that  the 
duty  will  be  reduced.  With  regard  to  matches, 
I  may  say  that  I  do  not  use  many  matches — I 
am  not  a  smoker — but  I  think  the  duty  is  too 
high  on  matches.  I  fail  to  see  that  there  is 
any  necessity  for  increasing  the  duty  on  them, 
as  proposed  in  the  Bill.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
duty  has  not  been  taken  off  fencing- wire.  I 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  see  the  advisability  of  en- 
couraging new  settlers  going  on  the  lands  of  the 
colony  by  taking  the  duty  off  this  article. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  Posts  and  rails  are 
cheaper. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Every  man  who  is 
put  on  the  land  has  to  use  this  fencing-wire, 
and  in  this  connection  my  honourable  friend  is 
wrong,  for  fencing-wire  is  cheaper/  In  fact, 
there  is  scarcely  a  single  settler  who  puts  up 
wooden  fences  now.  The  old  idea  of  posts  and 
rails  is  dead,  for  the  labour  involved  is  too  ex- 
pensive, and  every  settler  now  uses  wire  for  his 
fences ;  and  I  should  have  been  very  much 
pleased  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  seen  his 
way  to  cut  off  the  duty  on  fencing-wire  alto- 
gether. I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything  more. 
Of  course  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  bring  down  proposals  that  would 
suit  everybody,  but  I  hope  that  when  the  Bill 
comes  down  we  may  have  the  proposals  put  in 
such  a  way  that  we  may  get  the  best  tariff  we 
can  in  the  interests  of  everybody. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Mr.  Joyce,  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  make  any  remarks  this  evening,  as 
I  do  not  think  this  is  the  time  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  go  into  a  discussion  on  the  question 
of  Protection  versus  Free-trade;  but,  seeing 
that  I  am  unfortunately,  or  fortunately,  as  the 
case  may  happen  to  be,  a  representative  of  a 
district  which  is  very  largely  interested  in  the 
question  which  has  been  most  common  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  this  evening, — that  is,  in 
connection  with  the  match  industry, — I  think 
I  should  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  it. 
Before  proceeding  to  reply  to  some  of  the  state- 
ments made  by  some  honourable  members  to- 
night, allow  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
congratulating  the  Colonial  Treasurer  on  what 
Mr.  B.  TJiompson 


I  may  term  a  very  satisfactory  solution  of  a 
very  intricate  problem.  As  for  some  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  severely  and 
adversely  criticized  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to- 
night in  respect  of  his  tariff  proposals,  I  would 
just  ask  them  to  put  themselves  in  the  same 
place  as  the  Treasurer  is  in,  and  see  what  a 
job  they  would  make  of  it.  I  am  afraid  it 
would  not  be  a  very  good  one.  I  know  that  as 
long  as  I  have  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of 
this  House  I  do  not  want  to  see  any  more  tariff 
proposals  brought  down.  I  can  assure  you 
these  tariff  arrangements  have  been  a  serious 
trouble  and  annoyance  to  me  in  particular  for 
a  considerable  time,  and  to  every  honourable 
member  in  this  House.  Now,  I  have  some- 
thing to  say  in  connection  with  some  remarks 
that  fell  from  some  of  the  speakers  in  respect 
to  the  match  industry.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  preceded  me,  for  instance,  stated  that 
he  was  surprised  to  find  there  was  an  increased 
duty  being  attempted  to  be  placed  on  the 
manufacture  of  matches.  That  just  -shows  to 
me,  and  should  be  an  object-lesson  to  this 
House,  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  along 
with  many  more  in  the  House,  has  attempted 
to  discuss  resolutions  without  thoroughly  under- 
standing what  they  are  talking  about.  They 
will  be  surprised  to  know  that  there  is  no 
increased  duty  at  all  in  connection  with  the 
match  industry  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Not  since  the  last  resolutions? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Ah !  the  last  resolutions? 
That  is  another  matter.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  who  I  may  say  led  off  the  discussion 
in  connection  with  the  matoh  industry  to-night, 
stated  we  were  actually  taking  £12,000  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  consumers  of  the  colony  and 
plaoing  it  in  the  pockets  of  those  engaged  in 
this  match  industry. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Perfectly  true. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— It  is  not  perfectly  true, 
and  I  will  prove  it.  Of  course,  nis  able,  ener- 
getic, enthusiastic,  and  humorous  lieutenant 
the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  followed  in 
a  somewhat  similar  strain  by  stating  this  was 
a  protective  tariff.  Now,  before  showing  the 
absurdity  of  the  position  taken  up  by  these 
honourable  gentlemen,  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
pointing  out  that  when  the  1888  tariff  was 
passed  it  was  passed  simply  for  revenue  purposes. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Yes ;  and  it  was  consider- 
ably higher  than  the  present  tariff  proposals 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  connection  with 
this  industry;  and  now  the  cry  is  raised  of 
"  Protection  for  a  match  monopoly,"  and 
that  it  is  creating  a  monopoly.  Will  the 
honourable  gentleman  be  surprised  to  know 
that,  while  the  proposed  duty  on  wax  "plaid 
vestas"  in  cardboard  boxes  containing  one 
hundred  matches  is  Is.  2d.  the  gross  of  boxes, 
the  previous  duty  under  the  1888  tariff  was 
Is.  4d.  the  gross  of  boxes,  so  that  there  is 
actually  a  reduction  of  2d.  per  gross  on  this 
class  ?  Again,  as  to  "  pocket  vestas  "  in  tin  or 
other  boxes  containing  under  one  hundred 
matches,  while  the  present  duty  is  Is.  9d. 
per  gross  of  boxes,  the  last  duty  Was  2s.  per 
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gross,  or  a  reduction  of  3d.  per  gross ;  and  the 
present  duty  on  "  sportsman's,"  "  ovals,"  and 
•■  No.  4  tin  vestas  "  in  boxes  containing  not 
more  than  two  hundred  matches  is  5s.  per  gross, 
while  the  previous  duty  was  5s.  6d.  per  gross : 
showing  again  a  reduction  of  6d.  per  gross  in 
this  class.  As  for  other  kinds,  while  the  pre- 
sent duty  is,  for  every  one  hundred  matches  or 
fraction  thereof  contained  in  one  box,  2s.  6d. 
per  gross  of  boxes,  the  previous  duty  was  2s.  9d. : 
thus  there  is  a  reduction  of  3d.  per  gross.  Now, 
let  me  just  try  to  reply  to  this  very  special  line 
•of  reasoning  that  has  been  adopted  by  some 
honourable  gentlemen,  and  it  is  this :  that  if 
a  duty  is  placed  on  a  certain  article  it  simply 
means  that  that  article  becomes  so  much  dearer 
to  the  consumer,  and  that  the  colony  will  lose 
the  entire  revenue  derived  from  the  import 
duty  on  that  article.  That  is  a  serious  indict- 
ment, and  should  be  proved  up  to  the  hilt.  If  I 
can  prove  otherwise,  so  muoh  the  worse  for  them 
and  for  the  position  they  have  taken  up.  Would 
it  surprise  those  honourable  gentlemen  to  know 
that  the  amount  of  duty  collected  in  this  colony 
in  1893  from  the  importation  of  matches  was 
£17,195  Os.  5d.,  and  that  the  amount  of  duty 
•collected  in  1894 — and  one  of  these  match- fac- 
tories had  been  in  operation  for  a  considerable 
time  during  1894 — was  not  less  than  £16,496  5s. 
10d.,  or  an  actual  reduction  as  between  the  two 
years  of  something  less  than  £1,000?  Now 
let  us  look  at  another  phase  of  the  subject.  If 
it  is  necessary,  as  I  believe  it  is — and  I  claim 
it  is  necessary — to  place  a  somewhat  higher 
import  duty  on  a  number  of  articles  we  are 
importing  into  this  colony  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  the  local  manufacturers  in  our 
midst,  how  much  more  applicable  would  the 
11  30  same  *ine  °*  argument  that  has  been 
*  '  used  as  against  these  match -manu- 
facturers to-night  be  used  against  other  in- 
dustries which  depend  on  the  import  duty  to 
-enable  them  to  get  along  1  I  was  very  muoh 
surprised  to  hear  one  gentleman  state  that  he 
-did  not  want  to  encourage  factories  that  would 
employ  only  boys  and  girls;  he  would  encou- 
rage adult  labour.  I  refer  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw). 
Has  the  cry  not  been,  year  in  and  year  out, 
with  the  number  of  boys  and  girls  leaving 
sohool,  "  What  are  we  to  do  with  our  boys  ? 
what  are  we  to  do  with  our  girls  ?  "  And  the 
moment  an  industry  is  started  which  is  spend- 
ing over  £4,000  per  annum  in  wages  we  are  im- 
mediately met  with  the  cry  of  "  Match  mono- 
poly; it  is  match -protection."  Is  that  fair, 
ooming  from  a  representative  who  is  supposed 
to  represent  labour  in  this  House?  Now,  to 
show  the  Committee  that  this  duty  has  not 
been  the  means  of  losing  the  entire  revenue  in 
•other  colonies,  I  shall  take  an  illustration  from 
Victoria.  Victoria  has  had  match  -  factories 
established  for  some  considerable  time.  I  will 
take  the  illustration  for  a  period  of  ten  years, 
And  these  are  the  figures:  In  1884  the  total 
value  of  matches  imported  into  Viotoria  was 
£84,973 ;  in  1894  the  value  of  matches  imported 
was  £40,577,  and  yet  there  are  local  manufac- 
tories working  in  their  midst.    Those  honour- 


able gentlemen  seem  to  say  that  the  moment  a 
factory  is  started  here  for  the  manufacture  of 
any  article,  then  the  colony  is  going  to  lose  the 
whole  of  the  revenue  from  the  importation. 
I  claim  that  matches  and  a  large  number  of 
artioles  are  25  per  cent,  cheaper  now  than  they 
were  when  we  were  under  the  iron  heel  of  the 
importing  monopoly  of  this  colony.  You  can 
go  back  to  the  seventies,  and  there  was  not  one 
industry  then  for  every  twenty  that  exist  to- 
day. And  what  were  the  prices  charged  for  a 
large  number,  of  household  articles  in  daily 
use  ?  Some  of  them  were  nearly  50  per  cent, 
more  than  what  is  oharged  to-day.  •  And  yet 
we  are  met  with  the  cry  that  this  protection  is 
the  means  of  increasing  the  cost  of  the  article 
to  the  consumer.  Our  duty  here  is  to  try  to 
diversify  the  occupations  of  the  people  as 
much  as  possible,  and  to  bring  the  consumer 
and  the  producer  next,  door  to  each  other,  and 
to  do  away  with  the  class  of  middlemen  who 
have  not  only  sweated  the  consumer  in  the 
past,  but  have  also  sweated  the  producer.  I 
maintain  that  these  importers  will  still  con- 
tinue to  import  matches.  A  large  number  of 
them  are  not  free  agents,  but  have  simply  to 
take  the  lines  of  goods  indented  to  them  from 
wholesale  exporting  houses,  and  matches  are 
and  will  be  placed  amongst  the  artioles  sent 
to  them.  A  large  proportion  of  our  importing 
friends  are  simply  agents  in  the  hands  of  these 
indenting  companies,  and  the  competition  be- 
tween these  agents  and  the  local  manufacturers 
will  become  so  keen  that  the  consumers  of  this 
colony  will  reap  the  advantage,  because  they 
will  reooive  a  better  and  a  cheaper  article,  and 
the  article  which  is  now  manufactured  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  oolony  is  of  better  quality 
and  better  value  than  that  which  is  imported. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN.  — I  do  not  want  to 
make  a  big  speech,  but  I  am  not  going  to  be 
sat  upon.  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of  contradict- 
ing the  very  erroneous  statement  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  with  regard  to 
the  twine.  I  am  not  going  to  talk  of  cocoa- 
nuts,  island  fruits,  or  linseed-oil — I  will  do  that 
when  the  Tariff  Bill  comes  down  ;  but  I  cannot 
allow  the  statement  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi,  as  coming  from  a  farmers' 
representative,  to  go  abroad  uncontradicted. 
He  sa id  that  the  duty  on  farmers'  twine  was 
of  little  or  no  importance  to  the  farmers.  Had 
he  only  thought  for  a  moment  he  would  have 
seen  that  the  fact  of  so  little  twine  being  im- 
ported was  because  of  the  duty  on  the  twine, 
and  that  if  you  remove  the  duty  the  foreign 
twine  will  come  into  competition  with  the 
local  manufacture  and  keep  the  price  still  low. 
I  hope  honourable  members  will  not  be  misled 
by  the  statement  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Kaiapoi  that  it  is  of  no  consequence  to  the 
farmers  whether  the  duty  remains  on  twine  or 
not. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— It  seems  to  me  we  are 
indulging  in  a  sort  of  preliminary  skirmish  on 
this  tariff.  When  the  question  was  before  the 
House  on  the  former  ocoasion  I  abstained  from 
speaking,  because  I  thought  the  proper  time 
would  be  when  the  Bill  was  brought  down  and 
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we  were  going  into  the  subject  with  the  inten- 
tion of  doing  business.  Seeing  that  so  many 
members  have  said  something,  I  may  be  ex- 
cused if  I  say  one  or  two  words.  I  have  worked 
at  the  tariff  on  the  basis  of  the  previous  pro- 
posals of  the  Treasurer.  I  find  another  set 
of  proposals  now  brought  down,  and  I  have  got 
to  do  all  the  work  over  again,  and,  in  addition 
to  that,  it  will  be  rather  confusing,  inasmuch 
as  we  have  two  sets  of  proposals,  and  we  shall 
have  to  compare  the  first  and  the  second  pro- 
posals with  the  old  tariff.  I  hope,  therefore, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  see  his  way  to 
give  us  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  new  tariff 
complete  up  to  date,  so  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  compare  the  present  proposals  with  the  first 
proposals  and  with  the  old  tariff  of  1888.  I 
also  hope  he  will  give  us  an  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  returns  from  the  tariff.  The  one 
supplied  is  now  practically  of  very  little  use, 
and  it  is  only  right  we  should  have  this  in- 
formation before  we  are  called  upon  to  discuss 
the  tariff  itself.  I  should  like  to  refer  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Gaversham.  I  am 
delighted  to  find  he  is  satisfied  with  the  reso- 
lutions brought  down  to-night.  The  duty  has 
been  reduced,  so  far  as  concerns  the  industry 
he  is  contending  for,  in  a  slight  degree,  but  the 
reductions  made  will  not  benefit  the  consumer 
one  iota.  Twopence  a  gross  on  boxes  of  matches 
— the  consumer  will  not  get  the  benefit  of  that ; 
3d.  on  another  class — he  will  not  get  the  bene- 
fit ;  6d.  on  another— -the  consumer  does  not  get 
that,  the  retailer  gets  it.  You  are  not  bene- 
fiting the  producer  or  the  consumer,  but  the 
retailer.  1  am  rather  astonished  to  find  the 
honourable  member  so  easily  satisfied  with  the 
new  tariff.  I  express  my  concurrence  with  the 
remarks  made  about  island  fruit.  If  thero  is 
one  thing  we  ought  to  have  in  this  colony  in 
abundance  and  cheap  it  is  island  fruit,  and  I 
hope  that  when  this  resolution  is  being  dealt 
with  by  the  Bill  these  items  will  be  struck  out, 
and  we  shall  have  this  fruit  restored  to  the 
free-list.  I  should  like  to  correot  an  impression 
that  prevails  with  regard  to  the  boot  industry. 
The  honourable  member  for  Avon  will  be  able 
to  speak  with  much  more  authority  on  this 
subject  than  I  can,  but  there  seems  to  be 
an  impression  that  if  the  increased  duty  is 
imposed  it  will  have  the  effect  of  making 
boots  and  shoes  very  much  dearer.  Well,  Sir, 
honourable  members  will  understand,  if  they 
give  any  attention  to  the  matter  at  all,  that  the 
question  of  boots  and  shoes  is  almost  on  paral- 
lel lines  with  that  of  slop-made  goods  in  the 
way  of  clothing,  and  any  one  who  has  noticed 
the  very  cheap  importations  from*  England 
knows  that  if  you  buy  them  they  fall  to  pieces, 
and  in  a  shower  of  rain  shrink  up.  It  would  be 
better  to  give  a  little  more  for  a  suit  of  clothes 
which  is  a  good  one  and  will  last.  Then,  as 
to  boots:  say  you  buy  a  cheap  pair  of  shoes 
imported  from  England.  Men's  shoes  were 
shown  to  me  in  Christchurch  which  it  was  said 
could  bo  bought  in  London  for  £1  6s.  per  dozen 
pairs.  Can  any  industry  in  New  Zealand  com- 
pete with  that  ?  The  uppers  were  made  of  split 
sheepskin,  and  the  soles  were  of  a  composition  of 
Mr.  O.  J.  Smith 


scrap-leather  fixed  on  a  strip  of  decent  leather. 
It  simply  meant,  if  you  went  out  in  wet  weather 
the  soles  would  come  off,  because  the  whole 
thing  was  rotten.  So  far  as  the  boot  trade  is 
concerned,  it  would  be  infinitely  better  to  get 
colonial- made  goods  than  to  have  any  of  these 
slop  •  made  things  that  are  imported  from 
England  or  Germany.  I  think  honourable 
members  will  hardly  agree  to  the  proposal  to> 
place  a  duty  of  2s.  per  pair  on  boots  or  slippers 
the  invoice  value  of  which  does  not  exceed  5s. 
per  pair.  The  bootmakers  of  Christchurch,  at 
any  rate,  asked  that  the  ad  valorem  duty  should 
not  exceed  15  per  cent.,  with  a  graduated  scale 
rising  with  the  size  of  the  boots,  the  highest 
duty  per  pair  to  be  2s.  6d.,  and  the  lowest  6d. ; 
and  I  think  if  a  graduated  scale  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  it  would  have  met  with 
much  more  favour.  Now  with  regard  to  that 
part  of  the  resolution  on  page  2  in  which  there 
are  a  number  of  articles  on  which  duty  is  to  be 
remitted,  such  as  on  shirtings  and  cotton-piece 
goods.  Shirtings  under  this  second  part  be- 
come free  if  the  value  does  not  exceed  6d.  pec 
yard,  while  under  the  old  tariff  the  value  was 
7d.  Then,  when  we  come  to  forfar,  dowlas, 
and  flax  sheeting,  el  cetera,  we  see  that  under 
the  old  tariff  they  were  free  up  to  a  value  of  7d. 
per  yard,  and  over  that  the  duty  was  20  pec 
cent.,  while  under  this  the  only  things  to  be 
admitted  free  are  these  forfars,  dowlas,  et  cetera* 
which  are  used  for  making  flour-bags,  and  are 
cut  up  under  the  supervision  of  the  officer  of 
the  Customs  appointed  for  the  purpose.  Now,  I 
say  these  remissions  are  not  what  they  seem. 
In  reality  the  remissions  do  not  go  nearly  so 
far  as  was  the  case  under  the  old  tariff.  The 
traction-engines  are  in  the  same  position  as- 
under the  old  tariff.  Bent  wheel-rims:  15  per 
cent,  on  the  old  tariff.  I  regret  that,  so  far 
as  the  industries  of  the  colony  are  concerned*, 
there  is  no  evidence  of  a  desire  to  assist  them. 
I  believe,  if  there  is  an  amount  of  revenue  re- 
quired, we  should  endeavour  to  get  that,  and 
at  the  same  time  assist  our  local  industries  if 
we  can.  If  an  increase  of  revenue  is  neces- 
sary, then,  surely,  it  would  be  better  to  raise 
it  in  such  a  way  as  will  encourage  the  employ- 
ment of  the  people  in  the  colony,  and  put  a> 
tax  on  the  luxuries  of  life,  instead  of  bring- 
ing down  these  resolutions,  which  do  not  seem 
to  please  the  people  either  in  the  large  centres 
or  in  the  country  districts.  I  must,  Sir,  join 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton 
in  expressing  astonishment  at  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  stating  that  it  did  not 
matter  whether  the  duty  was  taken  off  binder- 
twine  or  kept  on.  I  thought  that  question 
was  a  burning  one  in  the  colony,  and  I  am 
astonished  to  find  that  we  have  had  so  much 
alteration  of  opinion  on  this  question.  If  the 
farmers  do  not  mean  what  they  say,  they 
ought  to  keep  quiet.  We  have  had  time  after 
time  this  question  of  binder-twine  coming  up 
in  the  House,  and  now  we  have  a  member  repre- 
senting a  farming  constituency  getting  up  in 
the  House  and  asserting  that  it  does  not  mat- 
ter whether  the  duty  is  kept  on  or  taken  off. 
I  think,  myself,  that  country  members  should 
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meet  together  and  decide  upon  some  definite 
coarse  of  action,  so  that  we  could  have  some 
idea  of  what  they  want.  The  amended  resolu- 
tions, I  may  say,  are  more  favourable  than  the 
previous  ones,  though  there  are  still  some  im- 
portant points  on  which  I  think  they  might  be 
improved,  and  when  we  get  the  resolutions  into 
Committee  on  the  Bill  I  have  no  doubt  altera- 
tions will  be  suggested  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  making  them  more  'explicit  and  bene- 
ficial. 

Mr.  TANNER.— I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  for  more  than  two  or  three  minutes, 
because  I  consider  the  whole  of  this  discussion 
has  been  prematurely  forced  upon  the  House, 
and  is  a  great  mistake.  It  appears  to  me  that 
what  the  House  has  before  it  to-night  is  another 
edition  of  the  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  that,  io stead  of  worrying  over  all  these 
little  matters  in  detail,  it  would  be  far  better 
to  reserve  the  individual  consideration  of  these 
items  for  Committee.  It  would  be  a  great  deal 
better  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  prinoiple  of 
the  revision  of  the  tariff  broadly.  In  the  first 
place,  our  Customs  duties  appear  during  the 
past  year  to  have  fallen  off  to  the  extent  of 
something  like  £90,000 ;  and  on  account  of  that 
alone,  even  had  there  been  no  agitation  in  the 
country  for  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  I  think  it 
would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  bring  the  consideration  of  the  Customs 
duties  before  the  House.  As  I  believe  the  whole 
of  this  discussion  is  a  mistake,  I  will  say 
nothing  whatever  of  a  positive  or  of  a  critical 
character,  but  will  confine  myself  to  one  or 
two  objections  which  have  been  raised  by 
others,  but  which  still  remain  unanswered. 
Objections  have  been  taken  by  various  mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  several  items,  which  cause 
me  to  think  that  a  wider  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Tariff  Act  of  1888  would  have 
been  of  great  importance  to  honourable  mem- 
bers before  attempting  to  discuss  these  pro- 
posals. Had  they  taken  the  trouble  to  know 
what  the  tariff  really  was  before  any  attempt 
was  made  to  effect  alterations,  members  would 
see  in  a  moment  that  the  proposals  submitted 
to  us  to-night  are  in  many  oases  a  reversal 
of  the  duties  that  obtained  three  months  ago. 
There  is  no  question  about  that;  and  when 
honourable  members  are  denouncing  as  a  huge 
mistake  the  proposals  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  matches,  they  seem  altogether  to 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that,  whatever  the 
rate  may  be  in  comparison  with  the  rate  on 
the  first  schedule  of  the  80th  July,  it  is  a  sub- 
stantial lowering  of  the  duty  which  was  im- 
posed seven  years  ago.  That,  broadly,  Sir,  is 
the  position,  and  whether  the  present  arrange- 
ment may  be  suitable  or  otherwise  is  a  mattet 
which  I  think  can  be  left  until  we  come  to  con- 
sider the  item  itself.  Now,  I  cannot  allow  a 
remark  to  pass  which  we  had  from  the  honour- 
able member  foe  Bruce — a  statement,  taken 
down  at  the  time,  to  the  effect  that  wire  used 
lor  making  netting  which  was  formerly  free  is 
now  dutiable.  That,  Sir,  betrays  to  me  gross 
ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, who  generally  speaks  in  a  manner  which 


shows  him  to  be  well  qualified  to  deal  ac- 
curately with  a  subject.  No  alteration  has 
been  made  either  in  these  proposals  or  in  any 
of  the  previous  proposals  with  regard  to  iron 
wire,  with  the  exception  of  fencing-wire,  and 
that  has  been  in  the  direction  of  repealing  or 
reducing  the  duty.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  taken  the  trouble  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  present  edition  of  the  tariff 
of  1888  he  would  find  that  iron  wire  not  other- 
wise described  is  absolutely  free,  and  in  order 
to  particularise  matters  further  he  will  find 
the  wire  enumerated  by  the  various  numbers 
by  which  it  is  known,  and  it  is  again  said  to  be 
free.  As  some  uncertainty  prevailed  last  year 
with  regard  to  certain  descriptions  of  the  finest 
wire,  we  have  the  Commissioner's  order  issued, 
dated  the  9th  August,  1894,  in  which  it  is 
specially  stated  that  iron-wove  wire  and  brass- 
wove  wire  are  absolutely  free,  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  materials  used  solely  in  the  manu- 
facture of  goods  in  the  colony.  And  in  the  face 
of  this,  which  was  in  print  before  him,  and,  if 
not,  could  have  been  procured  from  the  library, 
I  am  astonished  that  such  an  incorrect  state- 
ment should  have  been  made.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  criticize  the  general  statements 
made  by  my  most  estimable  and  worthy  col- 
league the  member  for  Clutha  with  regard  to 
certain  articles  he  mentioned,  but  there  was 
one  he  referred  to  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
on  which  I  should  like  not  only  to  make  myself 
understood  by  the  House,  but  on  which,  if  he 
will  allow  me,  I  will  put  him  right.  He  may 
object  to  being  put  right ;  I  know  he  generally 
does.  But  he  chose  to  refer  to  something 
which  took  place  before  the  Tariff  Commission, 
in  which  a  class  of  shoes  were  mentioned,  which 
he  said  were  imported  at  7s.  6d.  a  dozen. 
That  part  of  his  statement  was  perfectly  true, 
and,  without  troubling  about  the  Commission's 
report,  any  one  can  see  them  in  the  streets  of 
this*  city  retailed  at  9d.  or  lOd.  But  he  de- 
scribed them  as  being  working-men's  slippers, 
went  on  to  state  that  the  duty  now  proposed 
was  something  like  800  per  cent,  on  the  in- 
voiced value,  and  described  this  as  an  untold 
iniquity  on  the  working  people  of  the  colony. 
The  articles  in  dispute  are  made  of  felt,  and 
are  known  as  Norwegian  bath-slippers;  they 
are  used  to  stick  the  feet  into  when  going  to  a 
bath;  and,  whilst  I  admit  that  working-men 
sometimes  buy  very  unserviceable  articles,  I 
have  never  known  any  working-man  in  pos- 
session of  an  article  of  this  description.  The 
suggestion  is  too  absurd  to  be  entertained  that 
such  goods  are  part  of  the  outfit  of  any 
genuine  working-man.  I  should  like  to  see 
the  miner,  the  mechanic,  or  the  ploughman 
with  a  pair  of  these  shoes ;  and,  so  far  from  300 
per  cent,  being  a  matter  which  would  affect 
working  people,  they  would  be  unaffected  by 
any  amount  of  duty  on  articles  they  never  use. 
The  worst  part  of  this  business  is  that  attempts 
are  made  to  acquire  political  capital  out  of 
statements  such  as  this,  and  I  cannot  divest 
my  mind  of  the  idea  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  knew  exactly  the  bearings  of  the 
case  when  he  made  the  statement  he  did. 
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Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.- The  honourable 
gentleman  is  entirely  incorreet. 

Mr.  MASSE  Y.—  Sir,  like  other  members, 
I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  Treasurer 
proposed  these  resolutions  in  a  thirty -five 
minutes'  speech,  because  the  consequence  is 
the  whole  evening  has  been  wasted.  I  do  not 
intend  to  follow  bis  bad  example  and  make  a 
second-reading  speech,  and  I  should  not  have 
got  up,  only  I  want  to  refer  to  one  or  two  points 
that  have  been  referred  to  by  previous  speakers. 
I  should  like  to  indorse  what  was  said  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ash  bur  ton  about  binder- 
twine,  and  I  was  astonished  to  hear  the  honour- 
able member  for  Eaiapoi  speak  of  the  duty  on 
it  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  small  importance. 
The  tax  was  prohibitive;  it  had  the  effect  of 
increasing  the  price  of  binder-twine  by  at  least 
Id.  per  pound,  and  this  meant  a  tax  of  4d.  an 
acre  on  every  acre  of  barley,  oats,  and  wheat 
in  the  colony.  Speaking  as  a  country  repre- 
sentative, I  am  particularly  pleased  to  see  this 
abolished.  The  other  point  I  wanted  to  refer 
to  was  the  duty  on  bananas,  cocoanuts,  pine- 
apples, and  oranges,  and  I  entirely  agree  with 
what  was  said  so  well  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Orowther)  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden.  Our  island 
trade  is  a  very  remunerative  one  ;  it  is  growing, 
And  is  capable  of  very  great  development ;  and 
here  I  should  like  to  point  out,  what  has  not 
been  mentioned  by  previous  speakers,  that  we 
do  not  pay  for  the  fruit  in  cash  but  in  trade. 
But  what  would  be  the  effect  of  this  duty? 
None  of  this  fruit  can  be  grown  successfully 
in  the  colony;  consequently  the  tax  will  not 
benefit  us. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oranges. 

Mr.  MASSE  Y.— Even  with  the  duty  on 
-oranges  we  could  not  possibly  compete  with  the 
islands  or  Sydney.  This  tax  would  benefit  no 
one  in  the  colony,  while  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  price  to  the  consumer,  and 
would  injure  very  seriously  the  island  trade.  I 
hope  this  item  will  be  struck  out;  at  all  events 
I  shall  vote  against  it.  Any  further  remarks 
that  I  may  wish  to  make  I  shall  reserve  for  the 
eecond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WILLIS.  — I  should  like  to  ask  why 
matchboxes  are  to  be  admitted  free.  Card- 
board boxes  are  an  industry  of  the  colony.  It  is 
-quite  oompetent  for  the  match-makers  to  make 
their  own  boxes,  and  if  they  do  not  choose  to 
make  them  I  think  at  least  they  might  be  con- 
tent to  pay  some  sort  of  duty  for  them.  I 
should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  to  this,  hoping  that  he  will  make 
An  alteration  in  this  direction,  and  see  that  a 
duty  iB  put  on  these  boxes.  Of  course  it  is  of 
no  use  to  speak  of  this  when  the  Bill  comes 
down ;  it  is  not  competent  for  this  House  to 
put  the  duty  on  if  the  duty  is  not  there ;  but 
I  thought  if  his  attention  were  called  to  it  he 
might  think  the  matter  over,  and  see  that  it 
would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  these  cardboard- 
matchbox  makers  to  allow  matchboxes  to  be 
Admitted  free  when  they  are  so  well  competent 
to  make  them  themselves. 


Mr.  HOGG.— Sir,  the  present  discussion  re- 
minds me  of  a  sort  of  literary  recreation  in- 
dulged in  by  some  of  our  debating  clubs  called 
"  sharp  practice,"  in  the  course  of  which  mem- 
bers are  required  to  speak  on  all  sorts  of  subjects, 
delivering  the  speeches  in  the  course  of  a  few 
minutes.  Seeing  that  the  tariff  is  a  subject  of 
very  wide  character,  I  think  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible to  do  anything  like  justice  to  it  within  the 
time  to  which  we  are  limited.  However,  as 
members  are  having  a  sort  of  preliminary  canter, 
I  intend  to  make  my  remarks  as  brief  as  pos- 
sible, and  shall  confine  myself  to  one  or  two 
items.  The  time  at  my  disposal  will  not  enable 
me  to  enter  into  an  analysis  of  the  tariff.  I 
admit  the  Treasurer  has  had  a  very  difficult 
task  to  perform,  and  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  I 
cannot  give  him  the  amount  of  praise  I  should 
like  to  give  with  regard  to  the  proposals  he  has 
submitted  to  the  House.  One  or  two  of  the 
proposals,  I  may  say,  I  entirely  disagree  with. 
The  proposal  to  sacrifice  £50,000  per  annum  by 
reducing  the  duty  on  tea  to  3d.  from  6d.,  in  my 
opinion — considering  the  position  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  state  of  our  finances,  and  the 
necessity  there  is  for  keeping  up  our  revenue 
—  is  eminently  unwise.  And  I  think  every 
sensible  man  and  woman  in  the  colony  will 
arrive  at  the  same  conclusion.  With  regard 
to  what  was  said  in  defence  of  this  proposal  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ric  carton,  I  would 
point  out  that  no  arguments  could  be  more 
fallacious  than  those  he  has  employed  this 
evening.  In  the  first  place,  he  calls  it  a  neces- 
sary of  life.  I  may  tell  him  on  the  best  autho- 
rity possible  that,  so  far  from  being  a  necessary 
of  life,  it  is  very  frequently  one  of  the  great 
causes  of  the  amount  of  ill-health  that  prevails 
amongst  a  large  section  of  the  population. 
Just  to  enlighten  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  to  show  that  he  has  not  by  any  means 
read  up  on  this  subject,  I  will  quote  from  an 
authority  he  will  not  deny  to  be  one  of  the  best 
procurable  on  the  subject.  The  authority  I 
refer  to  says,  on  the  subject  of  tea,— 

"Taken  in  excess  it  produces  cerebral  ex- 
citement, sleeplessness,  and  general  nervous 
irritability.  The  tannin  contained  in  its  in- 
fusions also  interferes  with  the  flow  of  the 
saliva,  diminishes  the  digestive  activity  of  the 
stomach,  and  impedes  the  action  of  the  bowels. 
In  this  view,  the  large  quantity  of  strong  tea 
used  by  the  poor, — and  especially  by  the  seden- 
tary poor, — while  serving  to  blunt  the  keen 
tooth  of  hunger,  must  work  incalculable  havoc 
with  the  digestive  and  nervous  systems  of  the 
consumers." 

A  stronger  condemnation  from  an  able  source 
could  not  possibly  be  bestowed  on  any  article 
in  common  use. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Who  is  the  au- 
thority ? 

Mr.  HOGG.  —  The  "  Encyclopaedia  Bri- 
tannica,"  compiled  by  the  best  authorities  of 
the  day.  I  quote  it  to  show  that  the  honourable 
member,  while  professing  to  have  a  knowledge 
of  most  things,  is  entirely  ignorant  of  some  of 
the  subjects  on  which  he  addresses  the  House. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.] 


Tariff. 


[HOUSE.] 


Tariff. 


253 


12.0. 


And,  with  regard  to  this  matter  of  tea, 
I  do  not  know  on  what  possible  grounds 
this  reduction  can  be  defended.  It  will  injure 
very  materially  the  revenue  of  the  colony,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  who  is  going  to  benefit. 
I  maintain  that  the  working  people  of  New 
Zealand  will  not  benefit  by  the  reduction  of  3d. 
per  pound.  It  is  so  small  that  it  will  not  be 
appreciable.  Those  who  will  benefit  are  the 
heavier  consumers  of  tea.  It  is  the  well-to-do 
classes,  not  the  poorer  classes,  who  can  afford 
to  take  tea  by  the  handful,  and  to  drink  it 
before  it  is  properly  infused.  Let  me  refer  to 
another  item — the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  fruit. 
Cheap  fruit  is  a  poor  man's  luxury,  a  neces- 
sary article  of  diet;  and  it  will  be  a  most  cruel 
infliction  on  poor  people  if  they  cannot  in 
the  large  centres  get  the  ordinary  luxuries  of 
life.  More  wholesome  things  than  oranges  and 
bananas  cannot  be  found,  and  I  regret  that  an 
attempt  should  be  made  to  impose  a  duty  on 
articles  of  this  character.  I  can  understand  a 
protective  tariff ;  I  can  understand  a  free-trade 
tariff ;  but  this  is  a  middleman's  tariff,  neither 
free-trade  nor  protective.  My  suggestion  to 
this  House— and  it  may  astonish  some  honour- 
able members  —  is  that  it  would  be  much 
better,  instead  of  reducing  the  duty  on  tea,  to 
increase  the  duty  considerably,  and  by  that 
means  we  should  secure  an  additional  revenue 
of  over  £100,000,  and  a  material  benefit  would 
ensue.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  urge  that  the 
revenue  from  Customs  should  be  increased; 
but  I  say  that  if  we  double  this  duty  on  tea, 
and  if  we  derive  a  further  revenue  of  over 
£100,000,  you  could  afford,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  sweep  off  a  lot  of  duties  on  articles  of  daily 
use.  If  that  were  done,  we  shonld  have  a  tariff 
that  would  benefit  the  country  much  more 
than  if  the  duty  on  tea  were  reduced,  by  which 
we  shall  lose  a  large  amount  of  revenue,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  duties  are  placed  on  articles 
that  are  simply  poor  people's  luxuries,  and  the 
prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  are  increased. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— I  had  to  condemn,  to  a 
certain  extent,  the  previous  tariff  proposals 
brought  down  by  the  Government,  and  I  think 
it  is  only  fair  to  myself  to  say  that  the  pro- 
posals brought  down  to-day  are  a  very  great 
improvement  on  the  previous  ones.  There 
still  remain  some  items  I  should  like  to  see 
reduced ;  but  I  have  risen  more  particularly  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  remarks  from  honourable 
gentlemen  whose  words  have  very  great  effect 
upon  me.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  honourable 
gentlemen  whom  I  have  great  respect  for 
making  statements  that  are  very  misleading. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  said  that  the  talk  about  a 
free. breakfast-table  is  all  bosh,  and  that  tea 
is  not  a  necessity.  Now,  nobody  has  said  that 
tea  is  a  necessity;  there  is  no  single  article 
in  the  tariff  that  is  a  necessity;  but,  in 
arranging  a  tariff,  what  is  the  right  thing 
to  do  ?  The  right  thing  to  do  is  to  see  where 
easement  can  be  made,  and  what  will  effect 
the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number; 
and  is  there  another  single  item  in  the  tariff 
that  affects  the  greatest  number  of  the  com- 


munity more  than  tea  ?  and  there  are  very  few 
people  out  of  the  whole  population  who  do  not 
use  it.  As  to  saying  that  tea  is  not  a  necessity 
and  should  not  be  used,  there  are  many  articles 
that  are  not  articles  of  necessity;  but  if  we 
take  the  articles  that  are  consumed  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  consider  the  number  of  people 
who  consume  these  articles,  I  maintain  that 
the  reduction  in  the  duty  upon  this  item  is  a 
reduotion  that  will  be  felt  by  all  the  people  of 
New  Zealand.  The  honourable  member  for 
Masterton  says  it  is  the  well-to-do  class  who 
can  afford  to  use  tea,  and  who  will  benefit  by 
the  reduotion.  I  say  that  it  is  the  working- 
olass  mainly  who  use  tear  and,  at  any  rate,  the 
honourable  gentleman  forgets  that  in  some  dis- 
tricts, especially  in  mining  districts,  where  the 
water  is  not  always  good  or  always  fit  for  drink- 
ing, tea  is  constantly  and  frequently  taken. 
There  is  not  an  article  in  the  whole  tariff  that 
affects  the  community  so  much,  and  this  reduc- 
tion of  3d.  is  a  great  boon,  as  I  shall  show. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  said  that  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  tea  would  mean  a  saving  of  about  6d. 
per  week  on  2lb.  of  tea  to  the  people  using  it, 
but  that  this  concession  would  be  nullified  by 
the  additional  cost  of  boots  by  reason  of  the 
new  duty.  I  would  point  out  that  people  are 
not  buying  boots  every  week,  and  that  if  an 
additional  price  is  put  upon  their  boots  they 
would  make  the  boots  last  a  year.  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  combination  tariff  on  boots — 
that  is,  with  a  fixed  duty  at  per  pair,  in  addi- 
tion to  an  ad  valorem  duty.  I  think  it  is  too 
much,  and,  if  such  protection  is  necessary  for 
the  industry,  it  is  not  the  poorer  class  that  the 
duty  will  touch.  The  boot  that  will  be  touched' 
is  that  purchased  for  dancing  in,  and  the  lady's 
slipper — the  article  you  can  buy  cheaply,  but 
whioh,  at  the  same  time,  looks  a  good  boot. 
The  article  which  is  made  to  look  like  a  good 
boot  is  really  the  most  miserable  article  in  the 
market.  People  are  misled  by  the  appearance 
and  cheapness  of  these  articles,  and  therefore 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  prevent  the 
shoddy,  cheap  article  in  the  boot  line  from 
coming  into  this  country.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  EarnshawV 
condemned  this  proposal  very  strongly,  and 
thought  that  some  more  attention  should  be 
given  to  the  protection  of  machinery.  Now,, 
that  is  the  line  taken  up  all  through  the  colony, 
and  by  honourable  members  in  this  House. 
Each  man  takes  up  some  particular  article 
which  he  thinks  he  knows  something  aboutr 
and  says  that  that  particular  industry  ought  to 
be  encouraged.  The  Tariff  Commission  found 
that  each  particular  industry  wanted  to  be 
looked  after,  and  that  individuals  imagined 
that  their  particular  industry  was  really  the 
only  industry  in  New  Zealand,  and  that  if  the 
protection  was  not  doubled  the  oolony  would 
go  fast  to  destruction.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  referred 
to  the  taxation  per  head  in  New  Zealand,  and 
showed  that  it  was  a  very  large  amount.  I 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  honourable  gentle- 
men like  gentlemen  of  his  class — gentlemen 
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who  have  such  experience  of  life  —  use  their 
ability  in  trying  to  put  a  wrong  position  be- 
fore the  people ;  because  the  taxation  per  head 
is  no  proof  of  the  prosperity  of  a  country.  We 
can  take  countries  where  the  taxation  per  head 
is  very  low  indeed,  and  it  is  quite  a  mistake  to 
think  that  where  the  taxation  is  low  the  work- 
men would  be  wel I  off .  It  is  rather  the  opposi te 
way*  and  where  the  taxation  is  high  generally 
speaking  the  people  are  well  off.  Therefore,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman's  argument  has  any 
weight  at  all,  it  is  in  the  opposite  direction  to 
what  he  has  indicated.  I  think  it  is  a  great 
pity  that  it  is  necessary  to  put  a  duty  on  fruit. 
We  find  all  over  the  colony  that  the  growers  of 
fruit  say  that  this  is  a  splendid  country  for 
fruit-growing,  and  that  they  can  oompete  with 
any  country  in  the  world.  If  that  is  so,  I  say 
those  men  require  no  protection  in  the  way  of 
duty.  They  ought  to  be  able  to  produce  fruit  as 
cheaply  as  any  place  under  the  sun.  We  had 
evidence  on  this  point  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission, but  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  by 
reading-  it.  The  difficulty  is  in  bringing  the 
fruit  to  the  market,  and  that  is  a  difficulty 
which  will  remain  till  we  have  better  roads  and 
more  railways.  Now  with  reference  to  this  tea 
business.  It  has  been  said  that  it  is  only  play- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  middlemen.  This 
is  one  change  which  I  think  the  public  will 
benefit  altogether  by,  because  the  advantage 
will  go  entirely  to  the  consumer.  The  previous 
proposal  to  place  a  lower  duty  upon  bulk  tea 
meant  an  advantage  being  given  to  the  middle- 
men. The  theory  that  there  should  be  further 
protection  with  reference  to  packing  teas  I 
think  is  not  sound ;  for  this  reason :  There  is 
a  tradeagrowing  up  in  the  country  under  the 
present  "duty  without  any  speoial  tariff.  The 
same  argument  applies  with  reference  to  boots. 
In  the  boot  trade,  instead  of  our  importing  per- 
haps 80  or  90  per  cent.,  I  suppose  we  import 
now  not  much  more  than  30  per  cent.,  and 
under  the  present  conditions  we  have  built  up 
and  are  building  up  a  trade.  That  being  so,  we 
endanger  the  industry  by  imposing  this  addi- 
tional duty.  Industries  are  like  plants :  if  they 
are  allowed  to  grow  in  a  natural  way  they  are 
always  more  healthy  than  if  they  are  forced  un- 
naturally. With  very  few  exceptions,  I  think 
the  tariff  as  brought  down  will  be  a  tariff  which 
will  be  well  received  throughout  the  country. 
The  position  is,  I  think,  fairly  met  in  this  pro- 
posal that  the  revenue  should  be  raised  from 
sources  which  can  best  afford  to  pay  it.  I  do 
not  at  all  regret  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
place,  because  it  has  made  clear  many  things, 
and  has  given  honourable  members  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reconsidering  many  points  upon  which 
they  had  come  to  too  hasty  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— Consistently  with  the  prin- 
ciples which  I  always  advocate,  I  rise  to  protest 
against  an  unnecessary  debate.  It  simply 
means  that  we  Bhall  have  this  debate  repeated 
again  when  the  Tariff  Bill  comes  down ;  but 
while  I  am  on  my  feet  ray  constituents  will 
expect  me  to  say  that  I  object  to  the  duty  on 
island  fruit.  The  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  believe, 
intends  to  do  the  best  he  can  in  this  matter.  I 
Mr.  McQowan 


really  pity  him.  I  really  think  it  would  have 
been  better  if  he  had  brought  down  the  Bill 
and  thrown  it  on  the  floor  of  the  House  and 
said,  "Tear  away  at  it,  and  when  you  have 
torn  it  in  tatters  I  will  try  and  put  it  together 
again." 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  move  an  amend- 
ment— To  strike  out  first  the  line,  "Apples, 
pears,  plums,  cherries,  peaches,  nectarines, 
medlars,  apricots,  quinoes,  and  tomatoes.  Id. 
the  pound."  If  that  is  struok  out  I  will  ex- 
plain the  position.  These  fruits  will  simply  be 
charged  what  they  are  now.  The  reason  is 
this :  This  oharge  will  come  into  operation  at 
once,  and  will  never  be  refunded  to  the  people. 
It  is  different  from  other  charges  in  the  tariff. 
I  will  not  say  more,  but  will  simply  take  a 
division  upon  it.  That  will  leave  it  at  }d.  as 
it  is  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  is 
taking  a  most  unprecedented  course. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No, 

Mr!  SEDDON. — Yes ;  many  honourable  mem- 
bers may  have  gone  home,  and  the  honourable 
member  now  springs  this  surprise  upon  the 
House.  I  have  never  known  a  debate  before  to 
take  place  in  similar  circumstances.  It  has 
always  been  understood  that  these  resolutions 
are  simply  formal,  and  are  passed  until  the 
Tariff  Bill  is  prepared.  I  question  very  much 
whether  there  is  another  member  of  the  House 
who  would  take  the  course  which  the  honour- 
able member  is  taking.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  hope  the  honourable  member  will 
not  press  his  amendment. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  will  press  it,  and  I  have 
explained  why. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— I  hope  the  honourable 
member  will  not  press  his  amendment.  I  am 
very  anxious  to  vote  against  the  duty  on  island 
fruit,  but  if  the  honourable  member  presses  his 
amendment  I  shall  oertainly  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  am  going  to  take  the  items 
line  by  line.    Island  fruit  will  come  after. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY.— That  is  all  right,  then. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  resolution." 

-  Ayes,  38. 
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Majority  for,  19. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  intend  to  move,  That  the 
-words,  "  Oranges,  guavas,  passion-fruit,  Jd.  the 
pound,"  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  appeal  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  He  has  taken  a  very  unprece- 
dented course.  There  bas  never  been,  to  my 
recollection,  such  a  course  as  this  adopted 
•since  New  Zealand  had  a  free  Constitution.  I 
-did  not  in  the  last  case  do  what  probably  should 
be  done—make  this  a  party  question. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  care  whether  you 
^o  or  not. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— Very  well;  but  I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  has  any  right 
to  place  members  in  a  false  position,  and  to 
prevent  their  being  in  a  position  to  vote,  as 
we  intend  they  should  when  the  Tariff  Bill 
comes  down,  on  its  merits.  That  is  what  the 
honourable  member  is  doing.  The  honourable 
-gentleman  is  leaving  Wellington  in  the  next 
week  to  go  south,  and  so  he  is  putting  honour- 
able members  in  a  false  position  because  he 
cannot  attend  to  public  business,  as  he  wishes 
to  go  away  to  attend  to  private  business.  I 
know  why  he  has  sprung  this  upon  the  House, 
and  I  know  that  he  cannot  cite  any  case  in 
which  a  Government  has,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, ever  before  been  treated  in  this 
manner.  I  hoped  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
would  not  follow  him  into  the  lobby,  or  be  a 
party  to  such  a  transaction.  I  have  never 
known  such  a  thing  in  the  House  before  in 
a  case  of  this  kind,  when  so  many  members 
■are  absent,  and  when  it  was  simply  a  formal 
motion — moving  certain  resolutions  and  then 
bringing  down  the  Bill.  Here  is  the  Bill  wait- 
ing. It  is  approved  by  His  Excellency,  and 
His  Excellency's  message  is  ready  to  be  placed 
-on  the  table,  and  yet  we  are  barred  by  amend- 
ments of  this  kind.  I  say  it  is  prejudicing  the 
position  of  honourable  members,  and  that  such 
a  thing  has  never  been  done  before.  I  hope 
the  honourable  member  even  now  will  refuse 
to  go  any  further  with  the  matter. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  Premier  to  say  he  is  surprised  at  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  voting  against  the, imposition 
of  a  tax  on  fruit.  Sir,  how  oould  I  vote  other- 
wise? I  have  never  held  but  one  opinion  on 
the  subject,  and  whenever  the  matter  comes 
to  a  test  I  have  a  right  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— This  is  not  a  test. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  Premier  to  say  that,  but  he  would  have 
•charged  me  with  inconsistency  before  a  week 
was  over  if  I  had  voted  otherwise.    As  to  say- 


ing this  course  is  unparalleled,  it  is  all  very 
well  to  say  it  is  unparalleled,  but  we  are  only 
trying  to  draw  lines  parallel  to  the  lines  con- 
tinually drawn  by  the  Minister.  If  this  is  on- 
paralleled,  has  there  ever  been  a  parallel  to  the 
introduction  of  this  Tariff  Bill  since  New  Zea- 
land has  had  a  Parliament?  Never.  We  have 
had  three  different  tariffs  brought  down  this 
year  by  resolutions,  and  I  believe  there  will  be 
four  when  this  Tariff  Bill  which  is  waiting  to 
come  down  before  the  House  appears.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says  it  is  a  merely  formal 
motion  upon  which  there  should  be  no  debate. 
Surely  honourable  members  have  a  right  to  de- 
bate as  they  choose.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
in  bringing  down  the  Bill  to-night,  had  made  a 
merely  formal  motion,  there  would  have  been 
some  ground  for  his  argument  that  we  should 
not  have  debated  the  question;  but  he  came 
down  and  made  a  five -and -thirty  minutes' 
speech,  and  did  the  best  he  could  to  get  the 
Committee  to  rescind  Standing  Orders  to  do — 
what?  To  allow  him  to  make  a  still  more 
lengthy  speech.      He  was   prepared   to    take 

Erobably  two  hours  if  it  bad  been  allowed 
im  to  do — what?  To  make  a  merely  formal 
speech  bringing  down  the  resolutions ;  and 
yet 

Mr.  WARD.— I  did  not  do  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No ;  because  you  were 
not  allowed. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  did  not  try. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — It  was  suggested  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R. 
Stout). 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  know  whether 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
did  suggest  it.  We  want  to  adhere  to  the 
Standing  Orders  under  all  circumstances.  The 
Standing  Orders  unfortunately  have  the  effect 
of  preventing  profitable  debate  on  all  ques- 
tions. They  were  brought  down  at  the  insti- 
gation of  the  Premier  and  his  Government,  and 
vet  the  Government  are  perpetually  wanting  to 
have  them  suspended  to  allow  them  to  do  some- 
thing they  refuse  to  us.  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  say  that  Ministers  shall  have  the  op- 
portunity of  making  speeches  as  long  as  they 
choose.  If  anybody  is  to  blame  for  the  debate 
it  is  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  not  having  for- 
mally moved  the  resolutions.  It  is  of  no  use 
telling  me  that  it  was  necessary  he  should 
explain  the  resolutions.  He  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  bring  down  the  resolutions  in  such  a 
shape  that  "  he  who  runs  may  read."  He  had 
ample  opportunity  to  bring  them  down  in  such 
a  shape  that  every  man  who  read  them  would 
understand  them.  If  he  did  not  do  that,  surely 
no  one  has  a  right  to  blame  us  for  having  re- 
sponded in  some  slight  degree  to  the  speech  he 
made. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  desire  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity, on  behalf  of  the  Treasurer,  to  make  an 
explanation  in  reference  to  the  introduction  of 
these  resolutions.  He  was  not  aware  of  the 
ten -minutes  limit,  and,  no  objection  being 
taken  at  the  expiry  of  ten  minutes,  he  went  on 
and  spoke  for  about  twenty  minutes. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Thirty-five. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.  — No,  for  twenty  minutes. 
And  at  that  time  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  got  up  and 
raised  the  question  whether  or  not,  under  the 
circumstances,  other  members  would  have  the 
same  latitude  as  was  given  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  That  was  how  the  matter  was 
raised.  The  motion  was  not  made  by  us,  but 
it  grew  out  of  the  position,  and  as  leader  of  the 
House  it  became  my  duty  to  point  out  that  we 
could  not  in  Committee  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders.  That  was  the  course  taken.  Now, 
had  exception  been  taken  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer making  his  explanation  at  the  end  of  ten 
minutes,  there  the  matter  would  have  ended.  I 
thought  it  was  the  general  wish  of  members  of 
the  House  that  it  should  be  done.  There  was 
no  attempt  made  to  take  advantage  of  honour- 
able members ;  but  the  Treasurer  really  thought 
it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  members  that  he 
should  explain  the  differences,  as  we  had  not 
them  in  a  tabulated  form.  Therefore,  I  say, 
he  was  not  to  blame  in  the  least,  and  there 
is  no  reason,  after  that,  why  advantage  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  members  from  being  left 
free  to  consider  these  matters  in  the  ordinary 
course.  There  is  no  reason  why  members  who 
may  have  a  strong  feeling  should  bo  required 
to  vote  for,  when  under  ordinary  circumstances 
they  would  vote  against,  the  imposition  of  a 
tax  on  island  fruit.    I  say  it  is  net  fair  to 

12  80  tnose  members  to  place  them  in  the 
'  position,  before  the  Bill  comes  down, 
when  this  motion  should  be  laid  on  the  table 
as  a  formal  motion,  of  being  forced  into  the 
lobbies  to  vote  for  or  against  the  resolutions.  It 
is  not  fair  fighting,  and  it  certainly  is  not  what 
1  have  been  accustomed  to  in  this  House.  We 
desired  to  place  these  resolutions  before  them 
in  order  that  honourable  members  may  vote  on 
them  when  the  Bill  comes  down,  but  by  the 
action  that  is  now  taken  we  must  recede  from 
that  position  and  protect  ourselves  from  these 
unfair  motions  that  are  now  being  brought 
before  the  House.  That  is  speaking  plainly.  I 
think  it  is  not  fair  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  take  this  course  without  the  slightest 
warning  at  this  hour  of  the  morning.  Three  or 
four  members  asked  me  at  an  earlier  hour 
of  the  evening  whether  there  was  to  be  any 
division,  and  whether  it  would  be  necessary  for 
them  to  get  "  pairs,"  as  they  wanted  to  leave. 
I  said,  No ;  that  the  moving  of  the  resolutions 
was  simply  a  formal  matter,  and  that  the  dis- 
cussion would  simply  go  on  until  twelve  o'clock, 
and  that  there  would  not  be  any  division.  Is 
it  fair,  then,  to  those  honourable  members  that 
we  should  be  forced  to  a  vote  on  this  question  ? 
I  asked  the  honourable  member  to  withdraw  his 
motion  and  he  has  refused  to  do  so.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  must  ask  honourable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  protect 
themselves  by  voting  against  the  honourable 
gentleman's  motion. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Colo- 
nial  Treasurer  if  it  is  his  intention,  when  he 
brings  down  the  Tariff  Bill,  to  remit  the  duty 
on  island  fruit.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
not  in   a   position    to    promise   that    to   the 


House,  then  I  consider  it  will  be  my  duty,  to 
take  that  course  which  I  deem  to  be  proper  in 
the  interest  of  those  who  have  sent  me  here. 
I  do  not  believe  in  the  imposition  of  the  duty 
upon  island  fruit,  and  therefore  I  shall  vote 
accordingly.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  states  that  he  will  remit  the  tax 
on  island  fruit,  I  shall  know  what  to  do.  To 
ask  me  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  retention  of 
that  tax  this  evening,  and  then  to  vote  against 
it  on  another  occasion,  would  scarcely  be  fair 
to  me  or  to  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  have  not  said  any- 
thing on  this  subject  to-night,  and  I  would  not 
have  risen  on  the  present  occasion  were  it  not 
for  the  fact,  as  stated  by  the  Premier,  that 
an  unfair  advantage  is  being  taken  of  the 
House  by  the  action  of  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City.  I  have  been  in  the  House 
now  for  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  sessions,  and 
I  have  never  known  this  course  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  taken  to  be  pur- 
sued before.  The  resolutions  have  been  brought 
down  formally  for  the  purpose  of  our  being  able 
to  impose  the  duties  to-morrow  and  until  such 
time  as  the  Bill  is  passed.  The  honourable 
gentleman  laughs  at  that,  and  he  thinks  his 
laugh  is  sufficient  to  convince  people  that  he 
is  right,  and  I  am  wrong..  I  know  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  laugh,  and  I  have  known  it  for 
a  long  time.  The  course  that  we  are  pursuing 
to-night  is  the  one  that  is  pursued  from  time 
to  time  when  these  questions  come  up,  and 
honourable  members,  in  allowing  these  reso- 
lutions to  pass  here  to-night,  simply  do  this 
to  enable  the  duties  to  be  levied  to-morrow ; 
and  members  of  this  House,  when  the  Bill  is 
before  us,  will  be  perfectly  free  to  vote  as  they 
like  on  this  question,  and  to  say  whether  the 
duties  shall  become  the  law  of  the  land  or 
not.  Honourable  members  must  know  that 
these  resolutions  must  be  passed  formally  to- 
night, so  as  to  get  the  tariff  put  into  force  to- 
morrow. Then,  when  the  Bill  comes  down,  if 
half  of  the  duties  contained  in  it  are  knocked 
out,  it  is  not  the  first  time  the  tariff  schedule 
has  been  improved  by  the  House,  and  the 
duties  refused  to  be  put  on.  When  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
was  Premier  of  the  colony,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  I  think,  and  at  any  rate  on  one 
occasion  which  I  recollect  very  well,  the  very 
same  thing  happened,  and,  as  has  been  stated 
all  along  on  this  matter  by  the  Premier  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  while  the  resolutions  may 
be  passed  formally  to-night,  honourable  mem- 
bers will  have  full  liberty  to  vote  as  they  think 
proper  when  the  Bill  to  confirm  these  duties  as 
law  comes  before  the  House.  All  we  want  to- 
night is  the  formal  passing  of  these  resolutions. 
As  I  said  before,  I  have  never  known  suoh  an 
advantage  being  taken  of  honourable  members 
who  are  away  home  at  the  present  time  as  is 
now  sought  to  be  taken.  There  are  only  forty- 
seven  members  in  the  Chamber  now  out  of 
seventy-four,  most  of  the  others  having  gone 
away  home  in  the  full  belief  that  these  resolu- 
tions would  be  passed  formally,  and  that  there 
would  not  be  any  division  here  to-night,  and  I 
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say,  therefore,  a  very  unfair  advantage  is  being 
taken  of  those  members. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — There  is  no  necessity  to  pass 
these  resolutions  at  all  to-night.  The  Premier 
laughs;  but  that  laugh  is  not  convincing, 
either.  I  say  there  is  not  the  slightest  neces- 
sity for  passing  the  resolutions.  If  the  reso- 
lutions are  not  passed  the  duties  will  not  be 
collected.  Why  should  they  be  ?  Why  should 
a  duty  be  collected  on  fresh  fruit?  What  will 
be  the  condition  to-morrow  if  we  repeal  what 
we  have  done-to-night  ?  If  the  House  has  made 
up  its  mind  upon  the  question  of  the  duty  upon 
island  fruit  it  ought  to  say  something  about 
it,  and  not  put  the  consumer  and  the  importer 
in  a  false  position.  If  honourable  members 
have  made  up  their  minds,  they  ought  to  say 
so,  and  say  at  once  whether  this  duty  is  to  be 
imposed  or  not. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  — Then,  why  not  go 
through  the  whole  schedule,  as  well  as  fruit  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN. — No ;  the  House  seems  to  have 
made  up  its  mind  on  fruit,  and  we  shall  see 
whether  it  has  made  up  its  mind.  The  Premier 
says  this  is  an  extraordinary  proposal.  What 
are  the  rest  of  the  proposals  ?  I  have  never 
known  in  the  history  of  Parliament  three  sets 
of  tariff  proposals  to  be  brought  down  before 
the  Bill  to  impose  the  tariff  is  brought  down. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  have  not  been  so 
long  in  the  House. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— -Does  the  honourable  member 
ever  recollect  such  a  thing  to  have  taken  place 
before  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Yes ;  and  I  will  prove 
it  to  you. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  do  not  recollect  that  ever 
before  in  this  country  we  have  had  such  a  con- 
dition of  affairs  as  has  happened  this  session, 
when  three  different  sets  of  resolutions  have 
been  brought  down  about  tariff,  with  no  Tariff 
Bill  at  all.  What  has  been  the  result?  The 
whole  of  the  commerce  of  the  country  is  upset. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  — Pardon  me;  you  will 
have  to  confine  yourself  to  the  particular  item. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— The  Premier  talked  about  this. 
I  think,  Mr.  Joyce,  that,  as  you  permitted  the 
Premier  to  talk  in  this  way,  I  should  not  be 
restrained.  However,  Sir,  though  you  are  tying 
me  down  more  tightly  than  some  others,  I  have 
not  the  slightest  objection. 

Hon.  Membees— Chair. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  say,  as  regards  this  duty  on 
oranges,  there  is  no  necessity  to  pass  the  reso- 
lution tonight;  in  fact,  we  ought  not  to  pass 
the  resolution  to-night  if  we  do  not  intend  to 
pass  it  in  the  Bill ;  and  I  say  if  any  man  votes 
against  the  amendment  of  the  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  to-night  he 
ought  to  vote  on  the  Bill,  and  it  is  but  right 
and  proper  he  should  vote  on  the  Bill,  in  that 
direction  too ;  and  if  be  intends  to  vote  when 
the  Bill  is  before  us  that  oranges  should  be 
excluded  from  duty,  then  he  ought  to  vote 
to-night  in  that  direction.  What  will  be  the 
result  if  we  pass  these  resolutions  to-night? 
The  whole  trade  will  be  upset,  and  for  a  few 
days  the  duty  will  be  collected.  Can  it  be 
recovered  afterwards  to  the  consumer  if  the 
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duty  is  subsequently  repealed  ?  I  say  it  will 
not  be.  Therefore  I  say  the  only  right  and 
proper  thing  to  do,  if  we  intend  to  refuse  to 
pass  the  duty  on  the. Bill,  is  to  refuse  to  pass  at 
to-night. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — I  regret  very  much  that  mem- 
bers are  plaoed  in  this  false  position  to-night. 
But  who  is  to  blame  ?  The  Government,  for 
bringing  down  a  tax  that  the  House  would  not 
look  at  last  year.  Last  year  the  Government 
were  led  to  see  very  plainly  that  members  would 
not  stand  this  tax  upon  fruit,  and  now,  unfor- 
tunately, we  are  plaoed  in  the  position  of  being 
compelled  to  vote  against  our  former  resolution, 
because  the  Government  has,  very  foolishly  as 
I  think,  included  this  item — the  tax  on  fruit, 
which  is  very  debatable  indeed.  I  say  it  is  un- 
fortunate we  should  have  this  discussion  on  it 
and  this  division,  but  I  do  not  see  how  the 
Government  can  expect  any  member  who  con- 
scientiously objects  to  the  tax  on  fruit  to  vote 
for  these  resolutions  simply  because  they  are 
formal  ones.  I  would  remind  the  Premier  that 
this  is  the  first  time  I  have  spoken  to-night.  I 
have  not  ocoupied  a  hundredth  part  of  the  time 
he  has  this  evening,  and  if  he  will  allow  me  to 
finish  I  will  occupy  less  time  than  if  he  inter- 
rupts me.  I  vote  against  the  tax  upon  fruit 
simply  because  it  is  impossible  for  the  people 
who  are  going  to  pay  the  tax  in  the  interim 
between  now  and  the  passing  of  the  Bill  to  get 
their  money  back  again,  and  the  people  who 
will  benefit  will  be  the  large  auctioneers  or  the 
large  importers.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
withdraw  from  this  schedule  the  resolutions 
with  regard  to  fruit. 

Major  STEWARD. — I  regret  very  much  we 
should  be  put  in  the  position  in  which  we  now 
are.  It  is  an  extraordinary  position  altogether 
to  me.  The  Minister  of  Lands  spoke  of  fifteen 
sessions'  experience ;  I  can  speak  of  four-and- 
twenty,  and  I  do  not  remember  any  such  posi- 
tion as  we  are  now  in.  The  practice  has  been 
previously,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  that  such 
resolutions  were  merely  taken  as  a  temporary 
matter,  and  the  whole  question  was  discussed 
when  the  Bill  came  before  the  Committee  for 
consideration.  If  the  question  is  now  pressed, 
I  shall  be  bound  to  vote  consistently  with  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City,  because  I 
disapprove  of  the  tax  on  island  fruit ;  but  I 
protest  against  being  called  upon  to  decide  the 
issue  to-night,  because  now  is  not  the  proper 
time  to  do  it. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  should  like  to  know 
what  our  position  is.  Suppose  we  vote  for  Sir 
Robert  Stout's  motion  because  there  is  one 
item  we  object  to,  where  are  we?  Are  we 
bound,  when  the  Bill  comes  down,  by  the  vote 
we  give  to-night?  I  want  island  fruit  to  be 
free.  If  I  understand  I  am  not  bound  by  my 
vote  to-night  when  the  Bill  comes  down,  then  I 
shall  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  the 
vote  on  this  occasion.  I  know,  myself,  the  good 
sense  of  the  House,  and  honourable  members 
will  refuse  to  support  a  surprise  motion  under 
the  extraordinary  circumstances  under  which 
we  are  placed.     The  honourable  member  for 
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Waimate  has  stated  that  he  has  never  known 
such  a  case,  and  I  am  sure  that  never  in  the 
annals  of  a  self-governing  colony  has  such  a 
step  ever  been  taken. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
was  stopped  when  I  was  going  beyond  the 
question  before  the  Committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  think  the  Pre- 
mier has  gone  far  enough  for  me  to  request  him 
not  to  proceed.  I  shall  stop  him  when  I  think 
he  is  going  too  far  from  the  question. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  was  using  those  very  identical 
words  when  you  stopped  him.  I  wish  to  draw 
your  attention,  Sir,  to  the  fact  that  my  honour- 
able friend  was  using  almost  the  identical  words 
when  you  checked  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  was  asked  a  question  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
(Mr.  T.  Thompson)  as  to  the  position  mem- 
bers would  be  in  if  they,  whilst  opposing  the 
duty  being  placed  upon  island  fruit,  at  the 
same  time  on  this  occasion  voted  against 
Sir  Robert  Stout's  amendment,  which  was  to 
strike  out  these  items  from  the  resolutions.  As 
leader  of  the  House  I  say  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  to  answer  members,  then  I  must 
speak  to  members  on  that  side  of  the  House 
when  they  ask  me  questions  in  a  way  that 
would  be  painful  to  me,  and  would  seem  dis- 
courteous. I  was  going  to  say,  from  the  con- 
stitutional position  in  respect  to  the  amend- 
ment, that  members  who  vote  against  that  are 
in  no  way  committed  to  vote  in  the  same  way 
when  the  Tariff  Bill  comes  down.  That  is 
what  I  desire  to  make  very  plain  to  honourable 
members.  Their  vote  now  will  be  a  protest 
against  the  course  taken  by  the  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  must  say  some  very 
remarkable  expressions  have  fallen  from  the 
Premier.  First  he  taunts  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  with  going  away 
on  private  business.  I  think  the  less  he  says 
about  people  going  away  on  their  own  private 
business  the  better.  Who  went  down  on  his 
own  private  business  last  week  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— You  must  keep  your  re- 
marks to  the  question. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  ask  for  the  same  privi- 
lege as  has  been  accorded  to  the  Premier.  Tfee 
Premier  referred  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Waimate.  If  there  is  one  thing  that  honour- 
able gentleman  prides  himself  upon,  it  is  that 
he  has  been  twenty-four  sessions  in  this  House 
and  has  always  given  a  party  vote.  He  has 
always  claimed  that. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Please  confine  yourself 
to  the  question. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.  — May  I  deal  with  the 
whole  paper  before  us,  or  am  I  tied  to  the 
fruit? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— You  are  confined  to  the 
item  under  discussion. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  take  exception  to  the 
statement  of  the  Premier  that  members  will 
not  be  tied  as  to  how  they  give  their  votes  now. 
What  is  the  position?  Just  as  this  House 
gives  its  sanction  to  these  proposals  now,  so 
Mr.  Seddon 


more  or  less  will  it  be  tied  to  these  proposals 
when  they  come  before  us  in  a  Bill.  If  there 
is  anything  in  which  the  Government  must  lead 
it  is  in  the  question  of  supply  and  tariff,  and, 
though  the  Government  may  say,  with  regard 
to  the  Licensing  Bill,  "  You  may  go  as  you 
please,"  when  it  comes  down  to  bed-rock  the 
Government  must  take  the  lead  and  demand 
supply,  and  if  the  House  will  not  give  it  to 
them  there  is  only  one  course  —  they  must 
vacate  those  benches,  and  make  way  for  some- 
body else.  If  there  is  one  commodity  on  which 
this  House  can  clearly  come  to  a  determination 
without  any  detriment  it  is  fruit,  because  it 
is  the  most  perishable  commodity  we  have.  I 
do  trust  this  House  will  say  in  this  division 
that,  so  far  as  this  island  fruit  is  concerned, 
the  Government  can  take  the  direction  of  the 
House  that  it  will  not  have  a  duty  on  this  fruit- 
supply.  Supposing  the  House  votes  with  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  that  this 
duty  shall  not  be  on  this  fruit,  it  is  simply  a 
direction  of  the  House  to  the  Government  that 
when  they  bring  down  the  Bill  this  must  not 
appear  as  an  item  on  the  tariff.  I  see  no 
harm  in  it.  I  think  the  Government  should 
be  glad  this  House  assists  them,  and  indicates 
those  articles  on  which  it  is  very  resolute 
that  it  will  not  have  a  duty  imposed.  The 
Government  ought  to  be  thankful  to  mem- 
bers for  expressing  their  opinions  as  to  what 
should  be  the  lines  on  which  they  should  bring 
down  their  tariff  proposals.  I  hope  the  House 
will  rise  to  the  occasion  and,  as  a  Liberal  party, 
will  put  its  foot  down  and  say  that,  as  regards 
fruit-supplies,  we  will  not  have  this  duty  put 
on.  I  wish  to  speak  to  another  item,  the  gross 
impost  of  Is.  6d.  per  gallon  put  upon  linseed- 
oil  ;  and  when  we  have  done  with  this  I  shall 
do  so,  and  I  shall  show  the  absolute  necessity 
why  we  should  give  the  Government  further 
time  to  consider  this,  because  when  we  come  to 
this  item  I  shall  be  able  to  show  such  reasons 
as  will  convince  this  House  and  the  country 
that  the  Government  have  not  really  considered 
this  schedule  of  tariff  alterations  they  have 
brought  down. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  any 
duty  on  island  fruits  as  much  as  any  member 
present,  but  I  am  also  opposed  to  going  into 
the  consideration  of  the  half-dozen  proposals 
which  are  now  laid  before  us  for  the  first  time, 
as  I  presume  there  will  be  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  these  questions  separately 
later  on.  I  am  saying  this  publicly  in  order  to 
define  my  position  in  the  House.  We  hear  that 
amendments  are  to  be  moved  in  every  line, 
and,  apart  from  the  question  of  whether  I  shall 
assist  the  Government  or  not  in  ultimately 
adding  these  items  to  the  tariff,  I  shall  vote 
against  every  amendment.  This  course  will  be 
necessary,  because  I  wish  to  get  an  opportunity 
to  discuss  and  consider  each  proposal  individu- 
ally, and  to  do  other  than  this  would  defeat  my 
own  object. 

Mr.  HEKE.  —  Sir,  I  desire  to  express 
sympathy  for  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  (Mr.  T.  Thompson).  The  honourable 
gentleman  says  he  is  entirely  opposed  to  the 
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duty  upon  island  fruit,  but  if  he  was  not  bound 
by  his  vote 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber did  not  catch  my  meaning  clearly.  Pro- 
bably the  fault  is  mine  and  not  his.  I  said  that 
I  wished  to  know  our  position — as  to  whether 
the  vote  to  be  given  before  this  Committee 
would  bind  us  in  the  same  direction  when  the 
Bill  came  down.  I  simply  asked  for  that  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  HEKE.— I  will  accept  the  explanation 
of  the  honourable  member,  but  it  means  the 
same.  However,  the  Premier  has  warned  his 
followers  that  if  this  motion  is  gone  on  with 
he  will  call  upon  them  to  make  .it  a  party 
•question.  By  way  of  illustration  as  to  party 
And  non-party  questions,  I  desire  to  refer  to  a 
former  statement  made  by  the  Premier.  On 
that  occasion  the  Premier  made  this  state- 
ment :  "  The  Government  do  not  intend  to 
make  this  a  party  question,  and  I  hope  every 
honourable  member  will  act  on  this  occasion 
as  a  true  and  honest  representative  of  the 
people."  I  am  referring  to  the  banking  ques- 
tion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— You  cannot  refer  to  a 
iormer  debate. 

Mr.  HEKE.— Then,  I  will  say  formerly  he 
nised  those  words. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  do  not  wish  to  hear 
Anything  about  a  former  debate.  The  question 
before  the  Committee  is,  whether  this  item 
shall  stand  part  of  the  schedule  or  not. 

Mr.  HEKE. — Then,  I  cannot  proceed  with 
my  remarks. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.  — The  Premier  has 
pointed  out  that  our  duty  is  to  vote  for  the 
resolutions  as  they  have  been  brought  down, 
and  then  when  the  Bill  is  before  us  we  are  to 
be  allowed  to  vote  as  we  please.  He  would  not 
bind  us  to  our  vote  on  this  occasion,  because 
we  have  been  taken  somewhat  by  surprise.  But 
here  we  have  this  question  before  us :  At  the 
.present  time  island  fruit  is  admitted  duty-free, 
and  we  have  now  to  say  whether  or  not  this 
duty  of  £d.  per  pound  shall  be  placed  on  fruit — 
oranges,  et  cetera.  If  a  majority  of  members 
vote  for  that  tax,  then  that  tax  will  be  put  on, 
and  members  will  be  voting  for  dear  fruit  to- 
morrow. I  cannot  forget  what  occurred  not 
long  since  when  an  honourable  member  voted 
on  a  question  somewhat  similar  to  this,  and 
when  he  referred  to  the  question  again  the 
Premier  plaoed  a  wrong  construction  upon  his 
vote  and  told  him  he  had  better  keep  bis  mouth 
shut.  I  do  not  intend  to  be  placed  in  that 
position,  and  shall  vote  as  I  intend  to  vote  on 
.the  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Sir,  I  shall  on  this 
matter  have  to  vote  against  the  Government, 
and  I  will  state  my  reasons.  I  have  been 
returned  to  this  House  as  an  opponent  of  the 
duty  which  is  proposed  to  be  levied  by  this 
resolution.  Now,  whilst  the  discussion  has 
been  going  on  I  have  been  looking  up  this 
matter,  and  I  have  been  much  astonished  at 
the  result  of  my  calculation.  Do  honourable 
members  know  this:  that  the  quantity  of 
.fruit  that  would  be  affected  by  this  resolution 


with  regard  to  island  fruit — if  the  statistics 
I  am  relying  upon  are  correct — amounts  to 
not  less  than  14,685,0001b.  per  year?  On  the 
calculation  I  have  made,  assuming  that  one- 
half  of  this  is  coming  in  at  the  halfpenny  rate 
and  the  other  half  under  the  farthing  rate,  we 
are  now  asked  to  vote  for  an  increase  of  the  tax 
on  fruit  alone  of  no  less  a  sum  than  £22,000 
a  year.  I  do  not  agree  that  the  Premier  has 
any  right  in  connection  with  this  matter  to  say 
that  it  is  a  Liberal  prinoiple  versics  anything 
else;  and  I  consider  I  am  entitled,  on  this 
matter,  to  vote  according  to  the  pledges  I  gave 
to  my  constituents.  I  voted  with  the  Govern- 
ment party  just  now  beoause  the  duty  which 
was  levied  in  connection  with  apples  and  that 
class  of  fruit  is  one  that  affects  the  whole  of 
the  colony.  But  I  say  that  we  have  a  right  to 
consider,  when  it  is  proposed  to  put  a  duty  on 
island  fruit,  what  increase  of  taxation  it  will 
mean,  and,  if  it  means  increasing  the  publio 
taxation  by  nearly  £22,000,  then  I  am  not 
prepared  by  my  vote  to-night  to  affirm  that 
principle.  On  that  ground  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  moved,  because,  if  the  feeling  of 
the  House  is  against  this  tax,  the  sooner  it  is 
knocked  out  the  better.  If  we  do  not,  the  tax 
on  fruit  will  come  into  force  at  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Speaking  on  the  question  of 
oranges,  the  Premier  defined  the  position  of 
honourable  members  to  be  this :  that  they 
must  vote  as  he  told  them  to-night,  and  they 
might  vote  when  the  Tariff  Bill  came  on  as 
their  own  consciences  directed  them.  Now,  of 
course,  as  to  whether  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  chooses  to  vote  to-night  in 
the  direction  the  Premier  dictates,  and  when 
the  Tariff  Bill  comes  down  at  the  dictation  of 
his  own  conscience,  that  is  for  himself  to  de- 
cide. Then,  on  the  question  of  guavas,  honour- 
able members  will  be  in  this  position,  and  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
found  himself  in  the  same  position  not  very 
long  ago  this  session :  They  will  find,  if  they 
vote  to-night  in  favour  of  this  resolution,  when 
the  Tariff  Bill  comes  down  they  will  be  told  by 
the  Premier  that  having  done  so  they  ought  not 
to  go  back  on  that  vote.  I  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  understands  that.  - 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh  1  you  will  not  get  him. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  do  not  want  to  get  any- 
body. I  leave  all  the  catching  and  netting,  and 
all  that  kind  of  thing,  to  the  Premier. 

,  0  Mr.  SEDDON.— I  begin  to  see  now 

that  this  has  been  an  arrangement 

made  between  certain  members  here  and  the 

senior  member   for  Wellington  City  on  this 

matter. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — There  is  no  use  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  denial.  I  shall  not 
accept  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  ' 
order,  Sir.    This  evening  you  ruled  that  such  a 
remark  as  this  made  by  the  Premier  was  not 
parliamentary.     I  ask  you  to  order  him  to 
withdraw  immediately.     . 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the  Premier 
to  withdraw. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  set  a  good  example, 
and  I  will  accept  the  honourable  gentleman's 
denial. 

An  Hon.  Member.— That  is  not  withdraw- 
ing it. 

Hon.  Members. — Withdraw,  withdraw  ! 
Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  withdrawn  it. 
Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  so  when  I  accepted 
the  honourable  member's  denial.    Let  me  tell 

honourable  members  this  very  plainly 

Mr.  HEKE. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.    Is 
the  Premier  speaking  on  the  fruit  ? 
The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Premier  is  in  order. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District  is  not  doing  jus- 
tice to  those  he  represents. 
Hon.  Members. — Oh,  oh  ! 
Mr.    SEDDON.— I  say  this:    that  on   an 
occasion  of  this  kind  buffoonery  is  not  what 
is  to  be  expected  from  honourable  members, 
and  the  part  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  is  playing  does  not  do 
him  credit.    I  was  about  to  say  when  inter- 
rupted that  the  Government  find  themselves 
suddenly,  without  warning,  attacked  on  a  pro- 
posal which  ought  to  have  been  on  the  table 
of  the  House  hours  ago.     Even  some  of  our 
colleagues   are  away;   members  have  left  for 
Canterbury.     Then,  we  are  entitled  that  the 
other  side  should  give  us  "pairs."    It  is  only 
fair  they  should  do  so ;  but  I  understand  they 
have  refused  so  to  do.    Then,  I  find  honour- 
able members  here  who  promised  to  support 
the  Government;  and  when  they  have  been  told 
by  the  leader  of  the  House  to-night  that  these 
proposals  are  only  tentative,  and  the  placing 
of  duties  is  only  till  Tuesday,  because  then  we 
intend  to  bring  down  the  Tariff  Bill,  I  would 
ask,  how  is  it  they  are  so  inconsistent?    The 
honourable  member  for  Timaru,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston,  after  allowing  another 
formal  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  im- 
posing of  duties  for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks, 
on  this  occasion  say  they  will  not  permit  this 
to  be  done  for  a  couple  of  days.     I  say  we  have 
a  right  to  demand  the  formal  passing  of  the 
resolutions ;  and  no  member  who  knows  what 
is  due   to  himself  and  the  Government,  and 
the  proper  conduct  of  business,  should  be  a 
party  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City.    I  am  not  sur- 
prised at  the  action  taken.    I  begin  to  see 
from  the  debate  this  evening  that  the  whole 
extraordinary  course  taken  has  been  planned 
beforehand.    Honourable  members  have  gone 
away  to  their  *homos  and  beds,  and  this  sur- 
prise is  sprung  upon  the  House  and  the  Go- 
vernment.   But  I  am  not  afraid  even  now  as 
to  the  result;  but  I  say  it  is  manifestly  unjust 
and  unfair  fighting.    The  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  refused  to  be  drawn  into  the 
lobby  on  a  former  occasion. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  the  honourable  gentleman  dealing  with  the 
amendment?    Is  he  in  order  in  referring  to 


what  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
(Mr.  Button)  did  on  a  former  ocoasion  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  did  not  hear  the  honour- 
able gentleman  refer  to  that :  if  he  did,  he  knows 
very  well  he  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  was  saying  the  members 
for  the  Auckland  Provincial  District  are  forced 
by  this  amendment  to  do  one  of  two  things.  On 
this  very  question  of  taxing  the  island  fruit, 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button),  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
City  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Crowther)  each 
stated  that  they  would  vote  against  its  imposi- 
tion. They  are  now  forced  into  this  position : 
either  to  vote  for  or  against  it.  If  they  vote 
against  the  amendment,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  statement  I  made  in  the  House  it  would 
appear  as  though  they  were  forced  to  vote  against 
their  convictions,  or  that  they  were  voting  for 
the  imposition  of  this  duty.  I  say,  in  justice 
to  them,  I  ought  to  make  the  explanation  I  now 
make,  and  that  they  should  not  be  forced  into 
a  false  position  by  the  course  taken  by  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  in  propos- 
ing the  amendment.  If  I  feel  strongly  on  this 
matter  it  is  because  I  expected  better  things. 
Honourable  members  knowing  the  circum- 
stances now  get  up  one  after  the  other  and  say 
what  they  are  going  to  do.  I  would  rather  they 
were  sitting  over  there  opposite  than  that  they 
should  watch,  and,  when  the  opportunity  comes 
to  catch  the  Government,  tell  us  what  they  are 
going  to  do. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Sir,  the  Premier  has- 
aimed  his  remarks,  to  a  large  extent,  at  myself, 
and  I  wish  to  say  that,  so  far  from  entering* 
into  any  arrangement,  this  matter  has  never 
been  mentioned  between  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  and  myself ;  it  has  never  been 
referred  to.  I  had  not  the  smallest  idea  that 
this  amendment  was  going  to  be  moved ;  in  fact, 
I  think  the  Opposition  Whip  will  bear  me  out  in 
this :  that  about  an  hour  ago  I  went  and  asked 
him  to  give  me  a  "  pair,"  and  I  suggested  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Button),  and  asked  whether  he  was  disposed  to 
pair  with  me.  He  declined  to  do  so,  and  I  then 
determined  to  stay  and  see  the  proceedings  out. 
Therefore  the  remarks  of  the  Premier,  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  do  not  apply.  I  have  voted 
with  the  Government  in  the  division  just  now 
because  I  thought  the  proposal  to  tax  apples, 
et  cetera,  at  a  higher  rate  was  right ;  but  if 
these  amendments  are  going  to  be  fought  'out 
I  shall  stay  here  and  vote  on  every  one  accord- 
ing to  my  own  conscientious  opinion  as  to 
whether  it  is  right  or  wrong.  What  I  say  is 
this  :  If  the  Government  intend  to  bring  down 
the  Bill  on  Tuesday,  what  need  was  there  to 
bring  down  these  resolutions  to-night  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Because  the  Bill  will  take  a 
fortnight  to  debate. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Then,  how  can  the 
Premier  say  the  tax  now  being  considered  will 
only  last  till  Tuesday? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — We  do  not  know  what 
course  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  might 
take ;  he  might  bring  down  a  motion  attack- 
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ing  the  Government,  and  it  is  better  to  be  sure 
than  sorry. 

Mr.  O.  W.  RI3SSELL.— As  far  as  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  is  concerned,  I  recognise  no 
allegiance  to  him  ;  and  what  I  do  dispute  with 
regard  to  what  the  Government  do  so  often  is 
this :  They  go  and  consult  a  few  members  on 
the  Opposition  side  on  these  questions,  but  their 
own  friends  they  absolutely  ignore.  If  they 
had  taken  the  advice  of  their  own  friends  re- 
garding this  matter  they  would  never  have  put 
in  such  a  proposal,  courting  defeat.  And  if  I 
have  to  defend  myself  against  the  imputations 
of  the  Premier  I  would  say  that  I  vote  with 
the  Government  on  every  question  which  is  a 
question  of  Liberalism  versus  its  opposite. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Who  is  the  judge? 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  am  the  judge  for 
myself,  and  I  am  not  going  to  allow  honourable 
members,  either  on  that  side  or  this,  to  tell  me 
where  the  dividing-line  is.  I  am  here  to  judge 
on  behalf  of  those  who  sent  me  here;  but  the 
Government  have  no  right  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  which  are  not  questions  of  Liberalism 
versus  its  opposite,  to  make  a  demand  on 
their  supporters  for  allegiance  which  they  oan- 
not  be  expected  to  give.  The  Premier  is  not 
fair  to  us ;  and  if  the  Government  carried 
out  what  they  promised — that  with  regard  to 
the  tariff  we  were  to  have  a  free  hand,  on  the 
understanding  that  we  would  fortify  the  finance 
of  the  colony,  by  giving  the  Treasurer  whatever 
taxation  he  required  to  make  up  what  was 
taken  off  by  the  House — we  should  not  have 
such  a  scene  as  we  are  having  at  present. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— A  short  time  ago  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  somewhat  jocu- 
larly indicated  it  was  for  the  members  to  vote 
in  the  direction  the  Premier  dictates  to-night, 
and  when  the  Tariff  Bill  comes  down  to  vote 
according  to  their  own  consciences.  I  might 
explain  to  him  what  my  reason  for  asking  for 
information  was.  Seeing  that  a  most  unusual 
course  was  being  pursued,  I  was  determined 
that  I  should  not  be  taunted  with  being  incon- 
sistent by-and-by.  I  was  desirous  that  expla- 
nations should  be  placed  in  Hansard,  so  that 
we  should  not  be  taunted  with  being  incon- 
sistent in  giving  our  votes.  The  honourable 
member  will  surely  give  me  credit  for  knowing 
exactly  my  position,  and  that  I  would  vote  on 
the  Bill  with  a  free  hand  when  it  came  down. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— I  think  it  is  very  un- 
fortunate that  the  Premier  seems  to  take  every 
opportunity  of  imputing  unworthy  motives  to 
members  for  their  action  in  this  House.  Now, 
referring  to  our  position  when  we  adopted  the 
resolutions  some  little  time  back,  what  was  the 
position  then  as  compared  with  our  position 
now  ?  The  Premier  has  stated  that  those  reso- 
lutions were  allowed  to  go  through  without 
opposition.  At  that  time  we  were  not  called 
upon  to  vote  upon  any  one  of  the  details,  or 
upon  any  one  of  the  articles  contained  in  that 
resolution— they  were  dealt  with  en  bloc;  but 
now  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  ques- 
tion of  expressing  our  opinions  upon  one  item 
in  the  resolutions  on  the  taxation  of  fruit.  I 
may  say  that  I  had  no  idea  the  honourable 


member  for  Wellington  City  was  going  to  bring 
forward  this  motion.  I  do  not  approve  of  it, 
and  I  think  he  has  made  a  mistake  in  having 
taken  this  step.  It  is  my  duty,  however,  to 
vote  on  this  occasion  in  the  manner  that  I 
think  is  right  in  the  interests  of  the  people  I. 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  and  I  say  that 
it  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  people  to  place 
taxation  on  fruit  that  is  so  commonly  used 
by  the  people  of  this  oolony.  Let  honour- 
able members  consider  it — £d.  per  pound  upon 
oranges.  How  many  go  to  the  pound?  Let 
honourable  members  look  it  up ;  and  what  does 
the  duty  mean  ?  It  is  almost  prohibitive.  The 
duty  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value  of 
the  fruit.  If  the  Premier  knew  the  feeling  of 
the  House  on  this  question — and  he  heard  the 
opinions  expressed  last  year — he  must  have 
known  that  the  feeling  of  the  House  was  that 
this  duty  should  not  be  imposed.  Therefore, 
if  he  likes  to  bring  down  such  proposals  against 
the  wish  of  the  House,  he  must  take  the  con- 
sequences. I  am  sorry  for  the  position  he  ha3 
allowed  himself  to  be  placed  in.  It  is  no  fault 
of  mine,  but  I  am  certainly  going  to  vote  ac- 
cording to  my  own  opinions  on  this  important 
question. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  am  exceedingly  sorry  at 
the  way  the  Premier  has  taken  my  motion.  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  consulting  members  on 
either  side  of  the  House  as  to  what  motion  I 
shall  bring  on  or  what  steps  I  shall  take.  I  do 
not  call  caucuses,  or  send  Whips  around.  When 
I  move  a  motion  I  leave  it  to  the  House  to 
settle  it  in  its  wisdom.  I  have  made  no 
arrangement;  and  I  only  mentioned  to  one 
member  during  the  adjournment,  about  ten 
minutes  before  the  bell  rang,  that  I  intended 
to  move  this  motion  ;  so  that  there  was  no 
plan,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  The  Premier 
has  himself  to  blame  in  this  matter,  and  if 
honourable  members  choose  to  refer  to  what  the 
position  was  on  a  previous  occasion  they  will 
remember  how  the  Premier  boasted  that  he 
had  been  able  in  a  division  to  get  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  vote  with  him  and  to  follow 
him  into  the  lobby.  I  do  not  wish  to  consider 
that.  I  want  to  keep  to  the  point,  which  is 
this :  If  this  had  been  the  kind  of  goods  that 
could  be  stored  in  a  bond  it  would  have  been 
different.  They  are  perishable  goods  that  must 
be  consumed  at  once  ;  otherwise  I  should  not 
have  moved  my  motion.  The  position  is  that, 
if  this  resolution  is  agreed  to,  it  will  be  two  or 
three  days  before  the  Tariff  Bill  is  passed,  and 
in  the  meantime  you  are  charging  the  people 
30  per  cent,  on  their  food.  Is  that  wise  and 
proper?  Why  cannot  you  deal  with  it  at 
once  ?  If  the  Premier  thinks  my  motion  any- 
thing like  giving  the  Government  a  slap  in 
the  face,  I  will  withdraw  my  motion  if  he  will 
withdraw  this  item,  so  that  this  duty  shall  not 
be  imposed.  I  do  not  wish  to  get  any  victory 
over  the  Government.  I  will  withdraw  my 
motion  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will  get  up 
and  say  that  he  will  move  to  withdraw  this 
item.  I  would  ask  the  Government  to  do 
that ;  they  will  save  it  from  being  said  that  I 
have  moved  hostilely  to  them,  or  that  I  wish 
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to  do  them  any  harm  in  this  direotion.  The 
urgent  character  of  the  matter  is  my  sole 
reason  for  taking  this  course. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  wish  to  ask  those  honour- 
able members  who  intend  to  vote  for  this 
amendment,  do  they  recognise  what  the  con- 
cessions to  the  consuming  public  are  under 
our  proposals?  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  last  spoke  said  he  did  not  consult  any  one, 
and  that  he  wishes  to  meet  the  Government  in 
this  matter.  Sir,  it  is  a  very  singular  thing 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
selected  the  only  item  in  the  tariff  on  which  he 
felt  there  was  a  possibility  of  securing  a  victory 
over  the  Government  on  which  to  move  an 
amendment  without  the  slightest  notice— that 
is,  the  island-fruit  item.  He  has  moved  this 
amendment  in  order  to  drag  the  Government 
through  the  mud.   * 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD.  — That  is  the  position  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  taken  up.  What 
is  his  argument  upon  this  matter  ?  That  it  is 
unfair  to  levy  a  duty  on  fruit  for  a  few  days, 
and  that  it  is  better  to  kill  the  fruit-growing. 
I  understand  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
took  the  position  of  president  of  the  Anti- 
Chinese  League  in  this  city  a  short  time  ago. 
Why,  this  duty  is  the  very  thing  to  get  at  the 
Chinamen.  I  believe  they  will  be  compelled  to 
lower  the  price  of  fruit. 

An  Hon.  Membee. — They  hold  all  the  stocks, 
and  will  raise  the  price. 

Mr.  WARD.— It  will  compel  them  to  lower 
the  price.  Honourable  members  know  per- 
fectly well  that  the  Chinamen  are  not  going  to 
consign  a  quarter  of  this  fruit.  If  the  publio 
are  indisposed  to  purchase  from  Chinamen,  as 
I  understand  some  honourable  members  say, 
are  the  Chinamen  going  to  keep  all  these  bana- 
nas and  oranges  lying  about  until  they  become 
rotten?  A  duty  of  this  kind  will  be  the  very 
thing  to  assist  materially  to  take  the  sale  of 
fruit  from  the  Chinese,  whioh  is  the  thing  so 
many  people  are  anxious  to  see. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— How  will  it  do  so  ? 

Mr.  WARD.  — Will  not  the  Chinamen  be 
compelled  to  lower  the  price  of  fruit  ?  It  is  a 
certainty  that  if  you  reduce  their  profits  you 
are  going  in  the  direction  of  breaking  up  the 
monopoly  that  exists  in  this  and  other  cities  of 
the  colony. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— You  do  not  know  the  China- 
men. 

Mr.  WARD.— As  the  Premier  and  I  have 
already  stated,  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee 
members  will  have  a  free  hand,  so  far  as  the 
Government  is  concerned,  in  regard  to  this 
item — a  free  hand  to  vote  as  they  think  pro- 
per. If  the  House  then  wishes  to  strike  out 
this  item  it  will  have  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so  then,  and  the  Government  will  then  also 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  to  what 
extent  their  revenue  will  be  affected,  and  upon 
what  other  items  it  may  be  necessary  to  make 
alterations  in  order  to  make  up  the  revenue. 
In  connection  with  this  item  of  fruit,  I  may 
say  that  the  estimated  difference  which  this 
alteration  involves  is  nothing  like  the  amount 
Sir  R.  Stout 


stated  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  There 
is  a  difference  of  many  thousands  of  pounds 
per  annum  between  his  estimate  and  the  true 
one.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  for  an  honour- 
able member  to  propose  such  amendments 
when  the  resolutions  are  before  the  House.  I 
am  surprised  at  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bruce  saying  that  these  are  the  third  set 
of  resolutions  in  connection  with  the  tariff. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
was  not  allowed  to  refer  to  thu  resolutions. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  will  take  another  oppor- 
tunity, then,  of  showing  the  fallacy  of  the 
argument  of  the  honourable  member  in  that 
particular  respect.  I  know  that  some  honour- 
able members,  from  conscientious  motives, 
are  anxious  to  see  this  item  emitted  from  the 
tariff.  But  I  might  say  these  resolutions  con- 
tain the  proposals  of  the  Government,  prac- 
tically, in  globo,  and  it  is  in  globo  that  the 
resolutions  are  passed  by  the  House.  When 
the  Bill  comes  oefore  the  House,  that  will  be 
the  time  for  considering  the  detailed  items 
and  for  proposing  amendments.  If  the  House 
then  decides  against  any  item  in  the  tariff 
I  shall  be  perfectly  prepared  to  accept  the  de- 
cision of  the  House  loyally,  and  so  will  every 
member  of  the  Ministry.  Let  us  now  get  the 
resolutions  out  of  the  road,  and  have  the  Bill 
circulated.  No  harm  can  come  in  regard  to 
this  item  of  fruit  by  passing  this  resolution 
to-night.  I  hope  the  House  will  allow  the  reso- 
lutions to  pass,  and  will  not  agree  with  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — I  rise  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  Premier  made  a  reflection 
upon  me  in  a  speech  which  he  made  about  an 
hour  ago  as  to  my  vote  on  this  question,  and 
he  said  he  would  rather  see  me  in  company 
with  several  other  honourable  members  on 
what  he  usually  calls  the  left  wing — lie  would 
rather  see  us  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  than  see  us  voting  in  the  way  we  did 
to-night.  I  say  that  I  am  voting  on  this  ques- 
tion from  conscientious  motives.  I  do  not  care 
whether  the  Premier  approves  of  my  vote  or 
whether  he  disapproves  of  it.  I  shall  do  what 
I  have  always  done  since  I  have  come  to  this 
House.  I  shall  give  my  vote  on  the  issue  in 
what  1  consider  to  be  the  right  direction,  and  I 
trust  that  in  future  the  Premier  will  refrain 
from  making  reflections  upon  honourable  mem- 
bers who  vote  in  that  way. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  hope  the  Premier 
will  withdraw  this  item,  and  I  say,  if  he  does 
withdraw  it,  I  believe  it  will  be  in  accordance 
with  the  wish  of  a  large  number  of  members 
— it  will  not  be  because  the  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  proposed  the  amendment. 
I  do  not  think  the  Premier  will  be  placing 
himself  in  an  unfair  position  by  withdrawing 
from  his  present  position.  I  hope  he  will  with- 
draw the  item,  because  if  he  does  not  do  so  I 
shall  be  sorry  to  go  into  the  opposite  lobby 
against  him.  I  shall  be  particularly  sorry  to 
do  so,  because  I  wish  to  say  that  I  recognise  at 
once  that  this  is  not  the  time  for  discussing 
the  details  of  the  resolutions.  I  wish  to  say  at 
once  that  I  think  the  senior  member  for  Wet* 
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lington  City  in  raising  this  issue  at  this  point 
has  done  something  which  is  quite  unexpected, 
which  has  taken  the  House  Iby  surprise,  and 
nobody  knows  better  than  he  doe?  that  this  is 
not  the  time  for  raising  this  issue.  It  is  not  out 
of  any  sympathy  with  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  that  I  shall  vote  as  I  intend 
to  do  upon  this  question  ;  but  I  must  remember 
this :  I  am  not  going  to  place  myself  in  a  posi- 
tion of  voting  against  my  convictions. 

Hon.  Members. — Oh ! 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No ;  I  am  not  going 
to  do  that.  I  can  refer  to  a  debate  of  last 
session  in  which  I  voted  on  a  party  question — 
it  was  the  case  of  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  ;  and 
this  session  the  Premier  accused  me  of  voting 
for  the  principle  because  I  voted  with  him  on 
the  no-confidence  motion,  although  I  voted 
against  the  motion  to  make  the  temporary  ap- 
pointment. I  will  not  now  refer  to  that  further 
than  to  say  that  in  this  case  of  voting  against 
the  duty  on  island  fruit  I  will  not  place  myself 
in  the  position  which  I  put  myself  in  last  year. 
I  will  not  put  the  Premier,  or  any  one  else,  in 
the  position  to  say  that  I  voted  one  night  in 
favour  of  an  orange  tariff  when  it  was  a  party 
question,  and  then  when  it  was  an  open  ques- 
tion that  I  voted  the  other  way. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  think,  seeing  that  the 
suggestion  has  come  from  the  mover  of  the 
resolution,  that  the  Government  can  drop  in 
with  the  proposal  to  omit  this  item  without 
in  any  way  compromising  their  dignity ;  and, 
seeing  that  there  are  members  in  the  House 
who  have  expressed  themselves  decidedly  as  to 
the  direction  they  will  vote  on  this  occasion — 
that  they  will  have  to  vote  contrary  to  their 
wishes — and  seeing  that  the  oldest  members 
of  the  House  have  told  us  that  such  a  position 
has  not  happened  before  in  this  House,  I  say 
there  are  further  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
course  being  followed  that  has  been  suggested. 

130  I,  myself,  am  not  able  to  see  how  it  is 
possible  for  this  House  honestly  to 
earry  out  the  resolutions  as  suggested  by  the 
honourable  member  (Sir  Robert  Stout),  because, 
although  it  may  be  said  that  individuals  have 
a  strong  feeling  on  this  head,  some  other  mem- 
bers may  have  a  strong  feeling  on  some  other 
subject,  and  every  subject  in  this  tariff  cannot 
now  be  dealt  with,  and  yet  they  may  feel  it 
just  as  urgent  to  deal  with  other  items  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  does 
with  this  particular  one.  I  cannot  talk,  the 
same  as  some  members  of  the  House  do, 
from  long  experience  of  the  customs  this 
House  has  followed,  but  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
beyond  a  doubt  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  us  to  go  through  this  list  we  have  before  us. 
As  I  understand,  the  Government  are  in  this 
position  :  that  the  whole  of  the  items  must  be 
passed  before  we  can  adjourn,  either  in  globo 
or  individually.  It  seems  to  me  the  position 
is  a  most  serious  one,  and  I  would  strongly  ad- 
vise the  Government  to  do  what  it  can  do 
without  lessening  its  dignity  in  any  way,  and 
without  losing  its  position  or  its  self-respect : 
to  allow  the  matter  to  go  through  it  would 


be  advisable  to  let  these  two  items  pass,  and 
adjourn  till  the  Bill  is  before  us. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  think  we  ought  to 
come  to  a  decision  now,  as  we  have  been  a  very 
long  time  talking  about  it.  I  think  the  way 
the  tariff  has  been  handled  to-night  has  not 
contributed  to  harmony.  I  do  not  think  that 
taking  the  duty  off  prussic  acid  has  helped 
things  very  much. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oranges. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  coming  to  that ; 
and  in  that  connection  I  will  refer  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa.  He  said  that 
while  he  was  content  to  swallow  the  apple  he 
stuck  at  oranges.  I  think  the  Premier  is  in 
rather  a  difficult  position  to-night  in  regard  to 
his  followers  in  this  matter.  At  one  time  in 
the  history  of  this  House 

Hon.  Members.— Oranges ! 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  coming  to 
oranges  if  honourable  members  will  give  me 
time.  We  had  two  honourable  members  in  this 
House  named  Green.  The  one  had  a  con- 
science, and  the  other  had  not.  We  have  now 
two  Russells  in  the  House  :  the  one  has  a  con- 
science, the  other  evidently  has  not,  because 
the  Ricoarton  Russell  is  perpetually  talking 
about  his  conscience ;  he  is  going,  on  his  con- 
scientious principle,  on  his  judgment,  to  vote 
for  or  against,  et  cetera,  and  the  consequence 
is  that  he  is  very  unkind  to  the  Government 
he  proposes  to  follow. 

Hon.  Members. — Oranges ! 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  oranges  are  the 
subject  of  this  discussion.  I  think  it  is  very 
unfortunate  that  the  Premier  should  not  yield 
to  the  request  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  and  withdraw  this  item.  Sir, 
by  yielding  this  point  he  would  settle  the  diffi- 
culty to-night.  I  am  sorry  so  much  time  has 
been  taken  up  upon  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  my  honourable  friend 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  is  in  a 
great  hurry. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  Premier  has  already  risen  four  times. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  — No;  this  is  the  third 
time  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Sir,  one  is  not  even  to 
speak.  This  is  the  toleration  one  is  to  receive 
when  the  honourable  member  sees,  or  fancies 
he  sees,  an  advantage. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— There  is  no  advantage. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — The  honourable  member 
says  there  is  no  advantage.  I  say  this  is  un- 
precedented in  political  warfare  —  that  an 
amendment  such  as  this,  with  a  very  large 
number  of  members  away  at  their  homes, 
should  be  moved  on  a  formal  motion  that  re- 
solutions be  agreed  to.  I  say  this,  further: 
The  honourable  member  has  made  a  sugges- 
tion that  we  should  withdraw  the  proposals  in 
these  resolutions,  and  he  says  that  if  I  agree 
to  that  he  will  withdraw  his  amendment.  My 
answer  to  that  is  that,  in  the  face  of  an  ad- 
verse motion  such  as  is  now  before  us,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  withdraw.  I  say  that  the  Bill 
will  be  brought  down  on  Tuesday,  and  in  the 
schedule  to  the  Bill  will  be  the  items  under 
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discussion,  and,  when  the  Bill  comes  down,  as 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  stated,  and  the  Go- 
vernment has  stated,  honourable  members  will 
have  a  free  hand,  and  can  vote  as  they  like,  no 
matter  how  they  vote  this  evening.  That  is 
what  I  say,  and  I  say  that  any  member  who 
wishes  the  Government  to  take  up  any  position 
other  than  that  lias  no  respect  for  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have  still  my  self-respect  to  maintain, 
and  I  say,  in  the  face  of  this  unprecedented 
course  that  has  been  taken,  I  am  not'the  man 
to  turn  tail  and  run.  I  have  never  done  it  in 
my  life,  either  in  political  life  or  in  any  other 
way,  and  I  am  not  going  to  adopt  that  course 
now.  I  say  this  in  answer  to  what  has  been 
stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa, 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmers  ton,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Timaru.  I  am 
not  surprised.  Sir,  I  can  say  no  more.  I  am 
not  surprised  at  all.  What  have  the  Govern- 
ment stated  in  connection  with  the  tariff  pro- 
posals right  through  the  piece,  even  respecting 
the  present  items  here?  We  have  a  certain 
revenue  to  obtain ;  certain  concessions  have 
been  demanded,  and  have  been  made — on  all 
hands  concessions  have  been  granted,  great 
relief  has  been  given ;  but,  without  any  con- 
sideration or  warning,  one  of  the  items  of  sub- 
stituted revenue  is  attempted  to  be  taken  away 
in  such  a  manner  as  I  say  is  altogether  un- 
precedented. No  member  of  the  House  who 
has  been  a  Government  supporter,  a  supporter 
of  the  Liberal  party,  should  now  destroy — be- 
cause to  support  an  amendment  of  this  kind 
was  to  destroy — all  confidence.  No  Colonial 
Treasurer  could  hereafter  come  down  with  reso- 
lutions and  ask  the  House  to  carry  them  as  a 
matter  of  form.  This  is  laying  down  a  most 
dangerous  precedent,  and  we  do  not  know  where 
it  will  finish.  It  is  on  these  grounds  I  say  that 
members  should  rise  to  the  occasion.  What- 
ever the  consequences  may  be,  I  shall  stand  by 
the  constitutional  practice,  and  ask  that  the 
resolutions  be  carried  and  the  amendment  be 
negatived,  and  affirm  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
interests  of  the  House  and  the  country. 

Mr.  HEKE.— On  the  fruit  question  I  desire 
to  say  this :  On  this  occasion  honourable  mem- 
bers have  something  to  do,  and  they  know  they 
have  to  do  it.  I  understand  that  a  duty  is 
sought  to  be  imposed  on  fruit,  and  the  conten- 
tion is  uttered  by  honourable  members  that 
this  is  not  the  proper  time  to  vote  against  any 
of  these  items.  1  think  it  is  the  proper  time, 
because  when  the  Bill  does  come  down  they  will 
have  another  opportunity,  but,  though  they 
will  have  another  opportunity,  this  is  the  first 
opportunity  this  House  has  had  of  voting  on 
these  items.  By  voting  to  place  a  duty  on  fruit 
you  will  place  it  out  of  the  reach  of  many  of 
the  workers.  Pruit,  in  my  opinion,  is  one  of 
the  good  luxuries  they  are  now  able  to  get  for 
themselves  and  their  families.  Members  sup- 
porting the  Government  and  representing  the 
labouring  classes,  should  they  pass  these  items 
to-night,  by  imposing  this  duty  will,  I  think,  be 
acting  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  people 
who  sent  them  here.  I  think  that  honourable 
members  holding  the  opinions  they  do  against 
Jfr.  Seddon 


the  imposition  of  duties  on  these  two  items 
mentioned  in  the  amendment,  ought  to  act 
consistently  by  voting  against  the  duties  on 
those  items. 

Mr.  BUTTON.  —I  am  not  a  supporter  of  the 
Government,  and  I  do  not  like  this  orange  duty, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  support  it  when  the  Bill 
comes  down  ;  but  it  may  oe  our  turn  some  time 
to  be  on  the  other  side  of  this  House.  Of 
course  I  never  expect  to  be  in  the  Government, 
hut  I  expect  some  time  to  be  a  supporter  of  a 
Government  in  power,  and,  as  the  moving  of 
these  resolutions  formally  is  the  constitutional 
position  to  take  up,  I  very  much  regret  that 
the  honourable  member  has  brought  down  an 
amendment  on  this  matter.  I  think  we  should 
pass  these  resolutions  as  a  formal  matter,  and 
for  that  reason  I  will  support  the  Government 
on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— I  have  not  spoken  one 
word  on  the  resolutions  to-night,  but  my  firm 
opinion  is  that  the  senior  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  has  thought  he  has 
put  the  Government  in  this  trap,  and  he  does 
not  care  whether  it  is  a  constitutional  trap  or 
not.  Now,  I,  like  many  other  members,  do  not 
believe  in  putting  a  duty  on  the  island  fruit, 
but  on  this  occasion  I  shall  support  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  shall  tell  my  constituents  why; 
and,  although  I  vote  for  these  resolutions  now, 
I  shall  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  vote  in  the 
interest  of  my  constituents  when  the  Bill  comes 
down. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN. — I  am  not  going  to  ask 
the  Government  in  this  matter  how  I  am  to 
vote.  I  require  a  free  hand  to-night ;  but  on 
every  occasion,  so  long  as  it  is  in  conformity 
with  the  pledges  I  have  made  to  my  consti- 
tuents, I  shall  support  the  Government  in  their 
policy  measures.  This  tariff  question,  how- 
ever, is  not  a  policy  measure  at  all  as  I  under- 
stood. I  pledged  myself  also  not  to  support 
any  duty  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  neither 
shall  I  do  so,  even  though  the  result  might  be 
to  turn  the  Government  out  of  office.  I  shal 
vote  to-night  for  the  amendment  of  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) :  not 
because  I  like  him  better  than  the  Govern- 
ment. I  like  the  Government,  and  they  have 
my  fullest  sympathy ;  but  I  should  only  be 
doing  violence  to  my  conscience  to  vote  for 
the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  fruit. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY. — I  regret  exceedingly  the 
position  in  which  the  senior  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  has  placed  the  Go- 
vernment. I  think  it  is  a  false  position,  and  I 
am  very  sorry,  therefore,  that  he  should  have 
seen  fit  to  propose  his  amendment.  I  have 
been  in  this  House  for  many  years,  and  I  have 
not  seen  such  a  course  taken  before.  I  am 
against  the  duty  on  island  fruit ;  but  I  must 
support  the  Government  in  their  endeavour  to 
bring  the  Bill  before  the  House.  When  the 
Bill  oomes  before  the  House,  as  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  pointed  out,  we  shall  have 
another  opportunity  of  voting  on  these  pro- 
posals, and  I  shall  then  vote  against  any  im- 
position of  duty  on  the  island  fruit.  I  think 
every    honourable    member   representing   tha 
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Auckland  District  will  do  the  same.  I  do  not 
like  recording  my  vote  in  favour  of  that  par- 
ticular resolution  on  this  occasion  and  then 
voting  in  opposition  to  it  on  another  occasion  ; 
but  still,  under  the  circumstances,  I  shall  vote 
with  the  Government  to-night. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH. —I  cannot  understand 
what  all  the  fuss  is  about.  We  have  got  re- 
solutions brought  down  containing  proposals 
to  impose  duties  on  several  items.  Among 
them  there  are  two  items  in  particular  upon 
which  duties  are  proposed  to  be  levied — one  of 
£d.  a  pound  on  oranges,  guavas,  and  passion- 
fruit,  and  one  of  Jd.  a  pound  on  bananas  and 
pineapples — which,  I  believe,  the  majority  of 
the  House  are  against.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  been  requested  to  state  whether  he  would 
consent  to  withdraw  these  items,  and  he  has 
been  asked,  too,  by  a  number  of  his  sup- 
porters on  this  side  of  the  House.  Now,  I 
fail  to  see  why  the  Colonial  Treasurer  cannot, 
without  any  loss  of  dignity,  withdraw  them 
until  the  Bill  comes  down  on  Tuesday.  There 
is  this  difference  in  the  position  :  If  members 
to-night  vote  in  favour  of  retaining  these  items, 
and  then  on  Tuesday  vote  to  take  them  out, 
they  have  then  to  go  to  their  constituents  and 
explain  their  contradictory  votes. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— They  are  quite  ready  to 
do  that. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.  — I  am  pleased  to  find 
that  the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
has  such  nioe  constituents;  but  down  South 
they  do  not  like  to  find  their  representatives 
giving  a  vote  one  way  one  night  and  giving  their 
votes  in  another  way  on  some  subsequent  night. 
I  do  not  see  why  honourable  members  should 
find  a  difficulty  in  voting — if  they  are  in  favour 
of  the  duty  in  voting  for  it,  or,  if  not,  then  in 
voting  against  it,  as  they  please.  If  I  may  be 
allowed  to  do  so,  I  must  express  the  sympathy  I 
feel  with  three  or  four  members  of  the  Liberal 
party  with  respect  to  the  remarks  made  to 
them  to-night.  I  feel  sure  they  have  the  sym- 
pathy not  only  of  a  number  of  the  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  but  the  sympathy  of 
the  members  of  the  Opposition.  I  feel  for  them 
very  keenly,  and  I  hope  in  their  tribulation 
they  will  remember  that  they  are  not  alone, 
but  that  some  one  has  gone  before  them. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  am  something  like  the 
previous  speaker.  Like  him,  I  am  surprised 
there  should  be  such  an  amount  of  unneces- 
sary fuss.  I  really  think  that  quite  an  un- 
necessary amount  of  fuss  is  being  made  over 
this  particular  item  to-night.  We  have  been 
informed  by  not  less  than  two,  if  not  more,  of 
the  Ministers  that  it  is  the  usual  constitutional 
practice  to  pass  these  resolutions  formally;  and 
that  declaration  has  been  supported  by  6ome 
of  the  older  members  of  the  House— that  the 
practice  that  has  always  been  pursued  is  to 
bring  down  these  resolutions  in  a  formal  man- 
ner, and  for  the  House  to  pass  them  in  globo, 
and  then,  when  the  Bill  is  brought  down,  this 
■Of  any  other  particular  item  can  be  amended. 
Then,  why  has  this  unusual  departure  been 
taken  on  this  occasion,  unless  there  are  some 
unseen   influences  operating  underneath   the 


whole  of  this  question  ?  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  any  unseen  influence  operating  or  not ; 
but,  whether  there  is  or  not,  I  am  going  to  be 
true  to  the  principles  on  which'  I  was  elected. 
When  I  stood  at  the  last:  election  I  stated  that 
I  was  a  moderate  Protectionist;  and,  for  my 
own  part,  speaking  individually,  I  do  not  see 
the  great  loss  that  is  going  to  he  incurred  by 
passing  these  resolutions  to-night,  or  that  any 
loss  will  be  entailed  on  the  community.  Take  a 
glance  at  the  subject  for  a  moment  in  connec- 
tion with  the  duties  on  oranges  and  bananas. 
Now,  what  is  about  the  quantity  of  fruit  under 
these  two  heads  that  will  be  imported  into  this 
colony  during  the  next  three  or  four  days  ?  I 
apprehend  that  the  quantity  will  be  very  small. 
Honourable  members  may  be  led  away  by  the 
disingenuous  argument  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton  to-night,  when  he  tried  to 
make  the  Committee  believe  that  underlying 
this  resolution  there  is  a  matter  of  £21,000  or 
£22,000.  There  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  am 
sure  it  would  not  take  a  fifty-pound  note  to 
cover  all  the  duty  that  will  be  paid  on  fruit 
that  will  be  introduced  into  New  Zealand  be- 
tween now  and  the  time  when  this  Bill  passes 
into  law. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Why  pass  it,  then  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Why  split  up  what  has 
been  the  constitutional  practice  in  the  past? 
The  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R. 
Stout),  of  course,  shakes  his  head.  I  admit  I 
really  do  not  know  whether  his  statement  is 
correct  or  whether  Ministers  are  correct  in 
their  statement  as  to  the  constitutional  prac- 
tice in  the  past.  But,  seeing  Ministers  are 
supported  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
mate,  who  claims  to  have  had  an  experience  in 
this  House  extending  to  something  like  twenty- 
four  years,  and  that  he  has  stated  the  usual 
constitutional  practice  is,  when  similar  resolu- 
tions are  brought  down,  to  pass  them  in  globo, 
I  take  it  that  the  balance  of  evidence  is  in 
favour  of  Ministers.  If  that  is  so,  then  why 
this  new  departure  ?  And  if  the  action  of  the 
honourable  member  is  fair  and  aboveboard, 
then  why  insist  on  this  new  departure  ?  The 
honourable  member  (Sir  R.  Stout)  says,  "  Why 
raise  any  objeotion  to  striking  out  this  duty?" 
I  say  the  honour  of  the  Liberal  party  is  in- 
volved. I  say,  when  you  see  what  is  termed  as 
an  unfair  attack  made  upon  the  Government,  if 
you,  who  claim  to  belong  to  the  Liberal  party, 
do  not  then  stand  together  and  show  you  are 
worthy  of  belonging  to  that  party,  then  I  can- 
not say  much  for  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  would  vote  against  the  Government  under 
the  circumstances.  This  is  an  unfair  attack, 
and  that  I  am  justified  in  using  that  expres- 
sion is  shown  by  what  has  fallen  from  several 
honourable  gentlemen  in  this  House  who  have 
had  a  large  experience  in  this  House,  and  have 
been  in  this  House  when  in  previous  years 
similar  resolutions  were  brought  forward  by 
previous  Governments  dealing  with  this  tariff 
question.  I  am  surprised  to  find  what  I  have 
always  thought  good  staunch  members  of  the 
Liberal  party  shifting  ground.  I  have  every 
confidence  in  the  statement  which  has  fallen 
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from  the  Minister,  that  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
now,  when  they  have  felt  the  pulse  of  the 
House,  to  include  in  the  tariff  that  clause 
affecting  island  fruit.  Why  strike  it  out  now  ? 
The  Government,  when  they  bring  down  the 
Bill,  will  say,  "  Well,  we  find  that  the  House 
is  against  this  proposed  duty  on  island  fruits, 
and  we  ourselves  move  to  cut  it  out."  But 
now  is  not  the  time  to  cut  it  out,  when  you 
see  every  man  in  his  place  on  the  Opposition 
benches  prepared  if  possible  to  place  the  Go- 
vernment in  a  false  position. 

An  Hon.  Member.— What  about  Mr.  Button? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  am  pleased  to  see  the 
honourable  and  straightforward  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Button  stood  up  and  gave  his  views 
on  the  position.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  un- 
necessary discussion  and  fuss,  and  if  there  is 
a  waverer  in  the  Liberal  party  I  hope  he  will 
think  the  matter  out,  and  see  at  onoe  there  is 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  following  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  into  the  lobby  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  when  the  whole 
thing  will  be  brought  down  next  week,  and 
there  is  not  the  slightest  fear  but  this  item  will 
be  struck  out  from  the  tariff  proposals. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  desire  to  say  that  I  have 
never  before  known  since  I  have  been  in  the 
House  such  a  course  as  is  now  taken.  There  are 
five  or  six  members  absent  who  would  vote 
with  the  Government  on  this  question,  and  the 
Opposition  refused  to  give  "  pairs."  There  has 
never  been  an  advantage  taken  that  is  taken 
now. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  this  speaking  to  the  amendment  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Premier  must  keep 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — In  regard  to  the  present 
amendment,  I  know  of  nine  members  absent 
who  would  vote  with  the  Government  as 
again 8 1  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Who  are  they  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Maslin, 
Mr.  Flatman,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Millar,  and 
four  more.  They  would  not  leave  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  occasion.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  may  laugh,  but  I  may 
tell  him  that  probably  a  laugh  of  that  kind 
does  not  carry  conviction.  I  am  sure  it  is 
not  very  mirthful  even  to  the  honourable 
member.  This  amendment  has  been  moved 
under  circumstances  that  are  exceptional.  The 
honourable  member  has  not  defended  it.  He 
has  not  attempted  to  say  that  the  course  he 
is  taking  has  any  parallel.  He  knows  that 
honourable  members  have  gone  home.  Even 
one  of  my  colleagues  has  gone  home  unpaired, 
with  no  warning  being  given.  The  moment  I 
told  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  course 
he  has  taken  was  unprecedented  he  refused  to 
withdraw  the  amendment ;  and  honourable 
members  say  that  Ministers  are  not  even  to 
explain  the  position.  If  he  succeeds,  which  I 
very  much  doubt,  it  is  only  a  short  triumph 
for  the  honourable  member. 
Mr,  Morrison 


Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  do  not  want  any  triumph* 
I  want  to  get  the  duty  off. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Then,  cannot  he  withdraw 
the  amendment,  and  let  the  Bill  come  down  T 
The  Government  have  told  the  honourable 
member  and  the  House,  and  he  knows  very 
well,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  adopt  the 
course  he  has  suggested.  If  he  had  given  the- 
Government  the  slightest  warning  that  he 
would  take  this  course  it  would  have  been  dif- 
ferent. I  know  he  must  be  away  next  week* 
and  the  first  thing  that  brought  this  into  his- 
mind 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  has  nothing  to  do  with  it 
at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — He  will  not  be  here  next 
week,  and  he  took  this  course,  though  he  knew 
it  was  a  most  unusual  one.  In  respect  to  the 
amendment  now  made,  the  only  difference  is 
that  Chinese  fruiterers  in  this  trade  will  have 
less  profits  for  a  few  days.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested to  me  there  is  another  course,  and  that 
I  ought  to  adopt  that  course,  and  that  is,  to 
report  progress  until  Monday ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time I  may  say  there  will  be  a  loss  of  reve- 
nue, because,  knowing  the  proposals  here,  the 
dealers  and  merchants  would  take  advantage 
under  the  circumstances  and  clear  the  dutiable- 
goods.  We  are,  therefore,  on  the  horns  of  a 
dilemma.  If  we  report  progress  there  will  be  a 
loss  of  revenue ;  if  we  proceed  in  the  face  of  oar 
supporters  being  away,  there  is  a  danger  of  re- 
ceiving a  rebuff  at  the  hands  of  members  who 
vote  for  the  amendment.  I  prefer  even  that 
the  amendment  may  be  carried,  and  we  may 
have  a  slap  in  the  face,  rather  than  sacrifice  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  But  I  say  we  should 
have  our  absent  members  covered  by  "  pairs  '* 
from  the  other  side.  They  refused  to  do  it ;  and 
then,  when  we  are  going  through  the  tariff,  how 
can  it  be  expected  I  can  give  members  on  t hose- 
benches  and  on  these  the  open  and  free  hand 
they  ought  to  have  on  the  tariff  ?  I  think  it 
will  be  time,  and  that  very  shortly,  when  we 
shall  have,  to  draw  the  line. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  have  a  proposal  to  make> 
to  meet  the  honourable  gentleman.  Let  bin* 
pass  all  the  resolutions  but  the  fruit  resolu- 
tions, and  adjourn  their  consideration  till  the- 
Bill  comes  down.  I  will  agree  to  that.  Ad- 
journ them.  Let  them  not  be  negatived  till 
the  Bill  is  in  Committee.  That  is  a  fair  offer. 
I  am  willing  to  do  anything  to  meet  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He  seems  to  think  I 
plotted  and  planned.  I  did  not.  If  he  does 
that  kind  of  thing  I  do  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  impossible  to  do  that. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Why  not  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  cannot  report  progress 
on  the  item. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  can.  When  you  come 
from  the  Committee  you  say  the  Committee 
has  come  to  certain  resolutions,  and,  regarding 
the  other  resolutions,  reports  progress  upon 
them.  I  have  seen  it  done.  There  is  no  doubt- 
about  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  regret  to  say  it  i* 
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Mr.  HOGG.— Sir,  I  must  admit  that  tonight 
I  have  felt  myself  in  a  position  of  considerable 
difficulty.  In  referring  to  the  proposals  and 
resolutions  now  before  the  House,  I  expressed 
a  very  strong  opinion  on  the  subject,  as  I  con- 
sidered that  the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon  fruit 
was  exceedingly  impolitic  and  unwise.  Having 
spoken  against  this  duty,  I  felt  bound,  on  the 
previous  division,  to  support  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City,  and  I  walked  into  the 
lobby  with  him.  But  after  reflection,— after 
hearing  the  remarks  and  explanations  given  by 
the  Premier  and  by  other  members  of  this  side 
of  the  House, — I  feel  that  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly unwise  on  my  part  if  I  accepted  the 
leadership  of  that  honourable  gentleman  in 
preference  to  the  loyalty  which  I  think  I  am 
hound  to  show,  not  to  my  party,  but  to  the 
leaders  of  that  party.  I  think  that  as  long  as 
the  Government  have  the  confidence  of  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House  it  is  the  duty  of  the  majority, 
when  they  find  the  Government  are  being  met 
with  what  are  manifestly  unfair  tactics,  to  sup- 
port the  Government  in  the  position  they  are 
asserting.  The  question  arises,  whether  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout)  is  indulging  in  what  I  term  unfair 
tactics  or  not.  Well,  it  has  been  alleged  to- 
night that  the  amendment  he  has  proposed  on 
this  occasion  is,  under  the  circumstances,  un- 
precedented. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  is  not  unprecedented. 

Mr.  HOGG.  — Well,  that  has  been  alleged, 
and  I  believe  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not 
denied  it.  If  that  is  the  case,  and  if-  it  is  the 
case  that  he  is  digging  a  pit  for  the  Liberal 
members  of  this  House  who  are  now  supporting 
the  Government,  then  I  for  one  will  not  descend 
into  that  pit,  notwithstanding  what  may  be  the 
opinions  expressed  on  my  conduct;  and  if  I 
vote  for  the  Government  on  the  present  occa- 
sion it  is  not  because  I  am  in  favour  of  the 
imposition  of  this  duty  on  island  fruit,  but 
simply  because  I  think  the  Government  have 
been  unfairly  treated,  and  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  defend  my  action  before  my  constituents 
and  the  colony.  The  question  seems  to  me  to 
be  one  of  either  loyalty  to  the  Government  or 
accepting  the  leadership  of  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  been  opposed  to  the  Go- 
vernment for  a  considerable  time.  I  believe 
in  a  fair  fight  and  no  favour.  I  can  only  repeat 
that  I  am  entirely  against  this  duty  on  South 
Sea  Island  fruit,  for  I  do  not  believe  it  ought 
to  be  imposed,  and,  no  matter  whether  it  is 
the  means  of  produoing  a  small  or  a  large 
amount  of  revenue,  it  is  a  duty  which  will  press 
very  severely  upon  the  working-classes,  and 
will  possibly  deprive  than  of  a  very  useful 
article  of  diet,  and  one  of  the  few  luxuries 
they  are  able  to  enjoy.  But,  while  I  hold  these 
views,  in  the  meantime  I  consider  it  the  duty 
of  every  member  who  claims  to  be  a  Liberal  and 
a  supporter  of  the  Government  to  support  the 
Government  at  this  stage.  As  the  Premier 
and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  have  pointed  out, 
there  will  be  an  opportunity  afforded  in  a  few 
days  for  dealing  with  the  Tariff  Bill,  when 
honourable   members   can   vote  against  this 


item,  and  see  that  it  is  not  passed.  I  wilt 
then  take  full  advantage  of  that  opportunity ; 
but  in  the  meantime  I  consider,  if  I  support  the 
Government  and  go  into  the  same  lobby  in  an 
endeavour  to  carry  this  resolution,  I  am  simply 
saving  the  Government  from  what  may  be- 
looked  upon  as  a  slap  in  the  face. 

Mr.  PIRANL  —  Sir,  I  wondered  just  now, 
when  the  Premier  referred  to  those  members 
voting  against  him  in  this  fruit  business,  why 
he  should  have  left  out  the  honourable  member 
for  Masterton.  I  was  a  little  in  doubt  as  to  my 
vote  on  this  fruit  duty,  but,  notioing  such  a  true 
and  honest  Liberal  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Masterton  going  against  the  Government,  I 
thought  I  could  not  go  far  wrong  in  following 
his  lead.  But,  Sir,  it  seems  that  there  waa 
method  in  the  Premier's  madness  in  excluding 
the  names  of  some  of  his  followers,  especially 
on  the  subject  of  the  oranges.  A  little  persua- 
sion of  the  right  sort  has  evidently  induoed 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  to  turn 
round  upon  his  previous  vote,  upon  which  not 
half  so  much  depended  as  upon  the  present  one. 
Now,  what  are  the  Government  doing  by  this 
tax?  The  Government  admit  that  this  tax 
will  very  probably  be  repealed  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  if  it  is  enaoted  now.  In  the  mean- 
time, who  is  going  to  get  the  benefit  of  it? 
Why,  the  very  Asiatics  and  Ghinameu  that  the 
Government  are  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  suppress. 
These  men  are  the  only  ones  who  hold  large 
stocks  of  fruit  in  this  part  of  the  colony — I 
mean,  of  these  island  fruits ;  and  directly  this 
is  passed,  making  island  fruit  dearer  by  £d.  per 
pound,  the  Chinamen  and  Asiatic  traders  can 
raise  the  price  of  their  present  stock,  and  derive 
the  whole  benefit,  while  those  who  hold  only 
small  stocks,  such  as  Europeans  with  a  small 
amount  of  money,  who  cannot  buy  large  stocks 
like  the  Chinamen,  will  have  to  suffer  for  any 
cargoes  that  come  to  them  in  the  meanwhile, 
as  they  will  have  to  pay  heavier  duty.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  laid  down  an  axiom  just 
now  that  if  you  put  an  increased  duty  on  fruit 
you  lessen  the  profit.  Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  engaged  in  a  business  himself, 
and  he  must  know  what  we  all  know — that  the 
effect  of  an  increased  duty  is  to  increase  the 
price  of  the  article  to  the  consumer  not  by 
the  increased  duty,  but  by  the  addition  of  a 
sum  for  other  charges  that  nearly  double  the 
amount  of  the  duty  to  the  consumer.  Now,  I 
say  that  I  am  so  much  opposed  to  the  import 
duty  upon  fruit  that  sooner  than  see  that  duty 
imposed  I  would  prefer  that  the  whole  tariff 
were  left  untouched,  because  I  can  see  that  the 
people  who  are  going  to  pay  this  increased  duty 
on  fruit  are  the  working- classes  of  the  colony. 
Why,  it  is  only  of  late  years  that  the  enormous 
importations  of  island  fruits  have  brought  that 
fruit  within  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  working- 
man  and  his  family. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Nonsense. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  says  •*  Nonsense."  He  often  doea 
talk  nonsense,  so  I  suppose  this  is  only  an 
addition  to  his  speech.  But  I  say  this  is  only 
bringing  back  the  island  fruit  to  the  old  prioe. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


268 


Tariff. 


[HOUSE.] 


Tariff. 


[Sept.  13 


which  was  almost  prohibitive  on  a  man  with 
little  money.     The  present  Government  have 

Ere ven ted  the  working-man  from  being  able  to 
uy  grapes ;  they  have,  for  a  "  fad  "  of  their 
own,  prevented  the  importation  of  grapes,  bo 
nobody  who  has  not  a  long  purse  can  treat  him- 
self and  his  family  to  any  grapes  during  the 
season  ;  and  they  are  prepared  to  go  further  and 
punish  the  working-man  of  the  colony  for  hav- 
ing the  impertinence  to  desire  to  buy  frtiit,  and 
to  endeavour  to  exclude  him  from  participating 
in  the  fruit,  because  this  tax  of  Jd.  per  pound 
on  island  fruit  will  almost  double  its  present 
price.  I  am  not  to  be  intimidated  by  any  threats 
of  the  Premier  as  to  where  he  is  going  to  draw 
the  line  of  party.  I  have  never  consented  to 
subordinate  my  principles  to  party,  and  I  am 
not  going  to  do  so  on  such  an  important  ques- 
tion to  the  people  of  the  colony  as  this  question 
•of  fruit,  lie  says  that  an  unfair  advantage 
has  been  taken  because  this  motion  has  been 
tabled  in  the  absence  of  a  number  of  honour- 
able members.  But  what  are  we  seeing  the 
•Government  Whips  doing  to-night?  Endea- 
vouring to  "  pair,"  for  this  very  vote  on  fruit, 
members  who  have  gone  south,  and  who  ex- 
pressed last  year  plainly  in  the  House  their 
opposition  to  the  imposition  of  any  duty  on 
fruit ;  and  yet  we  are  told  that  .those  who  are 
supporting  this  amendment  are  taking  an  un- 
fair advantage.  If  the  Premier  is  sincere  in 
his  expressions  about  this  vote,  all  he  needs  to 
■do  is  tu  add  to  the  resolutions  that  the  duty  on 
fruit  shall  not  come  into  force  until  after  the 
Tariff  Bill  has  passed. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— He  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — The  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  may  be  an  authority  on  consti- 
tutional law,  like  the  honourable  member  for 
Cavers  ham  ;  hut,  in  spite  of  these  authorities, 
if  the  Premier  likes  he  can  postpone  the  im- 
position of  the  duty  on  fruit  till  after  the  Tariff 
Bill  has  passed.  He  would  not  be  abating  one 
jot  of  the  self-respect  ho  holds  so  high,  and  he 
would  be  doing  that  justice  to  his  supporters 
that  I  fear,  from  his  present  attitude,  he  does 
not  desire  to  do. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— I  just  wish  to  say  I  think 
a  great  deal  more  has  been  made  of  this  cry 
of  fruit  from  the  working-man  than  is  neces- 
sary. We  shall  be  told  directly,  I  suppose,  that 
peaches,  nectarines,  medlars,  aprioots,  quinces, 
tomatoes,  oranges,  and  passion-fruit  are  all 
necessaries  of  life  for  the  working-man.  Now, 
who  are  the  users  of  this  fruit?  Is  it  the 
working-man?  The  honourable  member  who 
just  sat  down  referred  to  the  great  advantage 
that  Chinamen  would  have  in  reference  to  this. 
The  Chinamen  might  have  some  advantage  in 
Wellington ;  but  Wellington  is  not  the  hub  of 
the  universe.  There  are  other  parts  of  New 
Zealand  besides  Wellington,  and  other  parts  in 
which  fruit  is  sold,  and  other  parts  in  which 
■Chinamen  have  not  the  most  of  the  fruit  trade, 
and  in  which  Europeans  can  hold  their  own 
even  with  Chinamen  in  this  particular  trade. 
There  can  be  nothing  said  about  the  matter 
better  than  that  it  is,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  one  of 
tjiose  opportunities  that  every  one  who  sits  in 
Mr.  Pirani 


opposition  has  a  perfect  right  to  take  advan- 
tage of,  and  they  are  taking  advantage  oi  it 
at  a  particularly  good  time  as  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  and  inopportune  so  far  as  the  Go- 
vernment are  concerned.  The  oapital  that 
appears  to  be  made,  and  the  influence  that 
appears  to  act  upon  members  in  reference  to 
this  particular  duty,  are  not  so  very  serious. 
Even  if  the  duty  was  placed  on  fruit — I  do  not 
say  I  am  in  favour  of  it— it  would  not  then  be 
a  very  fearful  thing  even  to  the  working-man. 
But  they  are  not  the  great  users  of  these 
particular  fruits— it  is  the  better  classes,  who 
can  afford  to  have  them  constantly  on  their 
tables.  How  have  we  got  into  this  trouble? 
I  must  say  my  opinion  is  that  to  a  certain 
extent  it  has  been  through  the  indiscretion  of 
the  Treasurer  in  the  first  instance  in  taking  too 
long  to  make  his  speech  in  bringing  down  the 
proposals,  and  then,  if  I  might  be  permitted  to 
say  so,  in  the  amount  of  time  not  being  noti- 
fied by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  do  so.  But 
I  hope  that  those  who  call  themselves  the 
Liberal  party,  and  have  been  supporting  the 
Government  that  has  been  doing  more  for  the 
interests  of  the  masses  throughout  New  Zea- 
land than  any  other  which  has  occupied  those 
benches,  will  continue  to  do  so.  Depend  on  it. 
if  they  are  to  be  kept  in  their  position,  the  work- 
ing-men, in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  will  be 
able  to  have  oranges  and  all  the  better  classes  of 
fruit  on  their  tables  as  they  have  never  been 
able  to  have  it  before.  I  object  to  striking  out 
these  words  all  the  more  strongly  seeing  that 
we  have  kept  in  the  penny  on  fruit  that  we 
grow  here.  There  can  be  no  logical  reason  why 
wo  should  strike  out  these  items  when  we  have 
already  kept  on  one  item  that  tells  very  much 
more  with  reference  to  the  very  class  we  have 
been  talking  about.  The  House  has  already 
voted  in  favour  of  that,  and  now,  when  it  cornea 
to  £d.  on  those  more  expensive  fruits,  to  say 
they  should  be  left  out  is,  I  think,  absurd. 

Mr.  MORRISON.  — My  object  in  rising  is 
to  reply  to  some  special  arguments  advanced 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston. 
He  states  that  if  this  is  passed  the  working- 
men  will  have  to  pay  more  for  their  fruit — 
that  the  Chinamen  would  raise  their  prices. 
Well,  some  Chinamen  in  Wellington  to-mor- 
row might  attempt  to  raise  their  prices,  but 
if  the  public  believed  they  were  taking  an  un- 
fair advantage  by  raising  their  prices  to  the 
extent  of  £d.  or  |d.  per  pound,  and  refused  to 
purchase — the  whole  matter  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  public— the  Chinaman,  a  cool,  calculating, 
sharp  man  of  business,  would  say  "No  savee," 
and  charge  the  same  old  prices.  So  that  the 
honourable  gentleman's  argument  in  connec- 
tion with  this  phase  of  the  question  will  not 
hold  water  for  a  moment.  The  honourable 
gentleman  chose  to  give  a  lecture  to  us  who 
believe  that  this  amendment  is  a  departure 
from  the  constitutional  practice  which  has  been 
pursued  in  the  past  in  this  House ;  and  he 
informed  us  what  the  Premier  could  do.  Pro- 
digious 1  The  honourable  gentleman  may  he 
a  higher  authority  than  the  authorities  that 
have  been  quoted  this  evening,  and  I  shall  give 
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him  the  benefit  of  the  doubt ;  but,  at  the  risk 
of  offending  my  sensitive  friend,  he  must 
pardon  me  for  paying  more  attention  to  some 
of  the  older  members  of  this  House  than  to 
him  on  this  question.  I  do  not  approve  of  the 
proposed  duty  on  island  fruit.  At  the  same 
time,  I  think  there  should  be  some  further 
assistance  given  to  fruit-growers  in  this  colony, 
by  a  small  duty  being  placed  on  the  imported 
fruit.  I  know  perfectly  well  that  in  the  Teviot- 
Roxburgh  district  cartloads  of  fruit  are  simply 
wasted  every  year  because  a  market  cannot  be 
found  for  it  at  a  price  that  can  be  made  to 

r.y.  This  question  has  reached  to-night  what 
might  term  an  acute  stage.  We  have  had 
a  proposal  made  to  the  Government  that  they 
should  withdraw  the  proposed  duty,  and  I  say 
tbe  Government  are  literally,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Master  ton  said,  in  a  trap.  This 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  has  been  sprung  upon  tbem.  Ministers 
have  stated  to-night  that  if  they  could  see 
their  way  to  give  way  on  this  particular  point 
they  would  do  so,  but  they  have  constitutional 
preoedents  to  support  them  in  their  action.  It 
has  been  the  usual  custom,  in  all  cases  where 
similar  proposals  have  been  brought  forward, 
to  pa&s  the  resolutions  in  globo,  and  therefore 
honourable  members  will  see  that  Ministers 
would  have  suffered  a  loss  of  dignity,  and  the 
Liberal  party  would  have  experienced  a  slap  in 
the  face,  if  Ministers  had  agreed  to  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout).  Why  cannot  the 
honourable  gentleman  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, now  he  has  felt  the  pulse  of  the  House, 
and  finds  that  so  many  members  are  opposed 
to  the  duty  ?  His  object  will  have  been  gained 
— tnat  is,  to  get  the  duty  taken  off. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  Might  I  suggest,  as 
there  is  evidently  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  stonewall  their  own  reso- 
lutions, that  the  Hansard  reporters  should  be 
allowed  to  retire  from  the  gallery  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — That  is  a  most  extraordinary 
request  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  make. 
The  honourable  member  himself  is  responsible 
for  everything  that  has  occurred  to-night,  and 
it  appears  to  me  that  he  ought  to  be  .one  of  the 
first  to  assist  in  maintaining  in  every  respect 
the  usual  constitutional  practice  in  connection 
with  such  an  important  matter  as  the  one  now 
before  the  House.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  not  done  that,  neither  has  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  and 
there  is  not  one  single  instance  on  record  to 
justify  the  action  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
He  is  always  ready  to  bring  up  the  constitu- 
tional aspect,  and  never  loses  an  opportunity  of 
giving  us  precedents  for  every  course  he  pro- 
poses in  this  House ;  but  upon  this  occasion  he 
has  ignored  precedent,  and  the  course  that 
is  followed  in  introducing  resolutions  on  the 
tariff 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  raised  the 
question  of  the  galleries  being  oleared  and  Han-, 
sard  staff  withdrawn.    Should  not  that  point 


be  determined  before  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
proceeds? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition asked  the  Government  a  question,  and 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  replying. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— No. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— That  is  what  I  rule. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  must 
have  been  asleep.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  raising  a  point  of  order  as  to  whether  or  not 
it  was  desirable  that  the  Hansard  staff  should 
be  allowed  to  retire  in  the  middle  of  an  im- 
portant debate.    We  have  a  great  constitutional 

2  80  4ue8ti°n  before  the  House,  moved  by 
*  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  and  the  honourable  member 
has  shown  no  reason  nor  given  any  precedent 
for  the  course  he  has  taken.  It  is  most  unusual 
that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  should  make 
the  suggestion  that  the  Hansard  staff  should  be 
instructed  to  cease  reporting.  It  is  only  half- 
past  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  I  have 
seen  the  Hansard  staff  at  work  at  six,  seven, 
and  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  There  must 
be  some  motive  for  the  suggestion  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition;  there  must  be  some  reason 
why  he  does  not  desire  the  debate  to  proceed 
in  the  ordinary  way. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — There  is  the  motive 
that  the  Treasurer  is  now  stonewalling  his  own 
resolutions. 

Mr.  WARD. — Why,  for  a  couBiderable  time 
this  evening  I  was  prevented  from  speaking 
by  honourable  members  opposite  rising  in  their 
places  to  speak.  However,  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  request  is  a  most  unusual 
one  to  make,  and  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be 
assented  to. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  often  look  up  to  the  Hansard 
gallery  with  pity  for  the  reporters. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  point  of  order  has 
been  decided. 

Mr.  HALL. — Well,  in  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment, I  am  exceedingly  surprised  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  have  brought 
forward  such  an  amendment  to  the  resolutions 
before  the  House.  The  other  day  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said  it  was  contrary  to  custom 
to  move  amendments  to  such  resolutions  at 
this  stage,  and  I  cannot  understand  how  he 
can  be  so  inconsistent  as  now  to  move  this 
amendment.  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  seems  to  think  that  this  duty 
on  oranges  will  affect  the  shipping  trade  of 
Auckland.  I  think  it  would  be  infinitely  more 
in  the  interests  of  Auckland  if  the  people  grew 
oranges  in  the  district  to  the  north  of  Auck- 
land. Then,  as  to  passion- fruit,  I  believe  that 
fruit  can  be  grown  in  most  parts  of  the  colony. 
It  can  be  grown  even  in  Wellington.  The 
House  should  not  be  placed  in  an  unfair  posi- 
tion in  this  manner,  and  be  asked  to  revoke 
its  resolutions  with  regard  to  oranges  and 
bananas.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  guavas. 
And  I  do  not  want  to  exculpate  the  Govern- 
ment altogether,  for  I  say  the  Government 
have  done  wrong  in  not  letting  us  know  that 
new  resolutions  would  be  brought  in  providing 
for  a  duty  on  oranges. 
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Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  can  assure  honour- 
able members  that  there  is  no  place  in  the 
world  where  oranges  oan  be  better  grown  than 
in  the  Province  of  Auckland,  and  this  is  an 
industry  that  should  be  encouraged  in  every 
possible  way.  Large  areas  of  land  are  being 
prepared  in  Auckland  in  order  to  be  planted 
with  oranges,  and  guavas  grow  most  luxuriantly 
there,  and,  although  they  are  not  of  the  kind 
that  grow  in  the  West  Indian  Islands,  they  are 
very  nice  table-fruit,  and  are  also  excellent 
fruit  for  preserving. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— I  wonder  if  I  shall  be  ac- 
cused of  stonewalling  if  I  say  a  few  words. 
Bir,  I  really  think  we  have  been  doing  this 
whited- sepulchre  business  long  enough.  We 
all  know  we  are  not  discussing  the  question  of 
fruit  in  any  way.  That  is  not  the  point  at 
issue,  and  every  one  knows  it  full  well.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R. 
Stout)  is  quite  within  his  rights,  and  what  he 
is  doing  anybody  who  has  had  any  experience 
of  political  life  knows.  You  all  know,  and  we 
feel,  that  he  is  seizing  this  opportunity  to  have 
a  smack  at  the  Government ;  and  he  is  within 
his  rights. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  offered  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— Oh  !  we  understand  all  this 
very  well,  and  we  steadfastly  believe  it  without 
a  doubt ;  but  the  question  at  issue  really  is, 
Who  is  to  lead  the  business  of  this  House  ?  That 
is  the  point.  Honourable  members  have  been 
told  on  more  than  one  occasion  that  this  is  not 
a  party  question,  and  that  honourable  mem- 
bers may  vote  as  they  like  when  the  Bill  comes 
down ;  but  at  the  same  time  every  one  knows 
that  the  Government  should  lead  the  business 
of  the  House.  Honourable  members  have  been 
told  that  when  the  time  comes  to  deal  with 
this  question  of  fruit  the  House  can  deal  with 
it  in  whatever  way  may  be  considered  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  country ;  and  what  we  are 
asking  to-night  is  simply  that  we  shall  carry  on 
the  business  in  the  ordinary  way.  If  we  are 
not  to  be  allowed  to  do  that,  then  it  is  time 
we  were  out  of  this  position.  If  honourable 
members  will  not  allow  us  to  lead  the  House 
in  our  own  way,  and  have  not  that  amount  of 
confidence  in  us,  then  it  is  time  we  left  these 
benches.  If  the  House  is  to  be  led  in  the 
direction  that  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  wishes — and  1  do  not  blame  him  for 
one  minute  for  what  he  is  doing  if  he  sees  an 
opportunity  of  scoring — then  he  should  be  here 
to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the  House. 
Honourable  members  should  remember  that 
we  intend  to  maintain  our  self-respect,  and 
we  are  not  going  to  be  pulled  about  in  all 
directions.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  the 
members  of  our  party  are  not  satisfied,  I  am 
prepared  to  relinquish  my  office  at  any  moment, 
and:  I  can  assure  this  House  that  when  I  do  go 
out  I  shall  not  go  into  mourning.  If  we  are  not 
qualified  and  cannot  be  trusted  to  oonduot  the 
business  in  the  House,  then  let  us  vacate  this 
position,  and  let  somebody  come  in  in  our  stead 
in  whom  honourable  members  have  confidence 
to  lead  the  House. 


Mr.  GROWTHER.  —  I  may  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Waipawa,  that  we  can  grow  guavas  and  pas- 
sion-fruit in  Auckland  just  as  well  as  you  can 
grow  furze  in  Wellington,  and  that  they  need 
very  little  nursing  in  our  climate.  I  do  not 
know  what  is  necessary  to  bring  the  matter 
we  are  discussing  to-night  to  an  issue ;  but  I 
think,  at  any  rate,  the  time  has  arrived  when 
we  should  come  to  an  end  of  this  business.  I 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  what  it  is 
necessary  to  do  to  attain  that  end,  and  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  take  my  share  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  doing  it  at  once. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Stop  talking. 

Mr.  GROWTHER.— I  should  be  quite  willing 
indeed  to  do  that  if  it  can  be  made  known  to  me 
what  is  to  be  done  after  I  sit  down. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Take  the  vote. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.—  Very  well,  let  us  take 
the  vote. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— I  do  not  think  I  ought  to 
let  this  question  go  to  the  vote  without  one  or 
two  words  of  explanation.  I  voted  with  the 
Ministry  on  the  previous  question  with  refer- 
ence to  apples  and  other  fruits,  because  those 
were  fruits  that  are  produced,  and  can  be  still 
more  abundantly  produced,  in  this  colony,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  we  have  one  of  the  finest 
climates  in  the  world  for  producing  them.  I 
thought  it  right,  therefore,  to  give  my  vote  in 
the  way  I  did.  With  reference  to  the  question 
now  before  the  Committee  —  that  is,  with  re- 
ference to  fruits  that  cannot  be  produced  in 
the  colony,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  any  large  extent 
— I  am  sorry  these  items  have  been  included 
in  the  proposals  of  the  Government  for  taxa- 
tion. I  think  they  are  wrong  in  doing  that.  I 
am  opposed  to  these  particular  duties  on  South 
Sea  Island  fruits,  and  I  intend  to  vote  against 
their  becoming  law.  At  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  want  to  be  one  of  those  who  do  not  object 
to  give  the  Government,  unnecessarily,  what  is 
called — and  what  has  been  frequently  called 
to-night — a  slap  in  the  face.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  Government  supporters  away  from  the 
House  who  had  no  knowledge  that  anything  of 
the  kind  was  being  brought  down  to-night  on 
these  temporary  resolutions,  and  the  discus- 
sion which  has  taken  place  on  this  occasion 
has  shown  Ministers  dearly  enough  that  the 
feeling  of  the  House  is  absolutely  opposed  to 
the  proposed  imposition  of  duty  on  the  island 
fruit.  That  being  so,  and  as  in  passing 
these  resolutions  to-night  we  are  merely  pass- 
ing temporary  resolutions,  I  do  not  think,  in 
the  face  of  what  has  taken  place,  they  will 
make  any  difference  in  the  price  of  fruit  for 
the  next  few  days.  Not  only  the  House,  but 
the  country  at  large,  will  understand  distinctly 
that  this  imposition  is  not  to  permanently  be- 
come law. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— What  guarantee  is 
there  for  that  ? 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — I  have  a  guarantee  that 
satisfies  me  that  will  be  the  fact,  and  that 
the  duty  on  South  Sea  Island  fruits  will  be 
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-eliminated  from  the  Bill,  or  else  I  would  not 
say  so.  The  simple  passing  of  these  formal 
resolutions  will  not  affect  that.  I  am  dis- 
tinctly opposed  to  the  imposition  of  the  tax, 
■and  I  say  the  House  and  the  oountry  are  also 
against  it.  At  the  same  time,  when  the  Go- 
vernment are  in  a  tight  place,  I  do  not  want 
to  take  advantage  of  them  in  any  way ;  but  I 
want  them  distinctly  to  understand  that  I  am 
against  the  imposition  of  this  tax,  and  I  shall 
strongly  resist  it,  in  the  same  way  that  nearly 
Jill  the  members  of  the  House  intend  to  do; 
but  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  voting  with  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R. 
Stout)  for  the  amendment  that  he  has  put 
before  the  House  for  reasons  best  known  to 
himself  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  wish  to  make  an  explanation. 
I  may  say  that  I  can  reiterate  pretty  well  what 
has  been  said  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.  I  oannot  say  now  whether 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  vote  for  the  tax  on  oranges 
and  the  other  fruits  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tion, but  I  believe  in  doing  things  constitution- 
ally. I  believe  that  this  matter  should  be  dis- 
cussed before  a  full  House,  that  members  should 
have  a  full  knowledge  that  these  things  are  going 
to  be  discussed,  and  that  we  should  have  a  deci- 
sion in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  It  has  been  pointed  out  to 
me,  as  I  stated  before  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  moved  this  amendment,  that  it 
was  not  customary  to  interfere  with  such  reso- 
lutions at  the  time  they  came  before  the  House, 
but  that  the  proper  time  to  discuss  this  question 
and  to  decide  what  we  want  in  respect  of  the 
tariff  proposals  is  when  the  Bill  is  before  the 
Committee.  When  that  time  comes  I  am  not 
now  prepared  to  say  whether  I  shall  vote  for 
the  tax  on  oranges  or  not.  I  shall  certainly  use 
my  own  discretion  as  to  that,  without  fear  of 

o  q  the  Government  or  anybody  else.  But 
I  may  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
this:  that  I  am  not  here  to  see  the  Govern- 
ment trampled  upon  by  a  resolution  of  this 
kind,  brought  up  at  such  a  time — a  time  when 
it  was  known  a  large  number  of  members  were 
absent,  and,  therefore,  the  resolution  could  not 
be  a  reflex  of  the  opinions  of  this  House.  I 
state  what  my  feeling  is  in  regard  to  this,  and 
I  do  this  purely  to  show  that  the  Government 
should  have  the  right  to  say  how  the  business 
of  this  House  should  proceed. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  resolution." 


Ayes,  80. 

Buick 

Lang 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Button 

Larnaoh 

Stevens 

Cadman 

Lawry 

Steward 

Carnell 

MoGowan 

Tanner 

Carroll 

MoKensie,  J. 

Thompson,  R. 

Crowther 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Parata 

Ward. 

Hall 

Pere 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Pinkerton 

Hogg 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Morrison. 

Kelly,  W. 

Allen 

Bell 

Green 

Hall-Jones 

Heke 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Mackenzie,  T. 


Noes,  18. 

McLaohlan 
McNab 
Montgomery 
Newman 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 


Smith,  G.  J. 

Stout 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Earnshaw 
Massey. 


Pairs. 


For. 
Carncross 
Collins 
Duncan 
Houston 
Mackintosh 
MoKensie,  R. 
Reeves 
Willis. 


Against. 
Hutohison,  G. 
Duthie 
Te  Ao 
MoGuire 
Mitohelson 
Pirani 
Fraser 
Buchanan. 


Majority  for,  12. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  now  move,  That  the  words, 
"Bananas,  pineapples,  Jd.  the  pound,"  be 
struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  resolution." 


Buiok 

Cadman 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Graham 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Joyce 


Allen 

Bell 

Buddo 

Earnshaw 

Green 

Hall-Jones 

Heke 


Ayes,  29. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 

Larnaoh 

Lawry 

MoGowan 

MoKenzie,  J 

Mills 

Morrison 

Parata 

Pere 

Noes,  19. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Massey 

McLachlan 

McNab 

Montgomery 

Newman 

Russell,  G.  W. 


Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Pinkerton 
Thompson,  T. 


Russell,  W.R. 

Stout 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Pairs. 


For. 
Carncross 
Collins 
Duncan 
Houston 
Mackintosh 
MoKenzie,  R. 
Reeves 
Willis. 


Against. 
Hutchison,  G. 
Duthie 
Te  Ao 
MoGuire 
Mitchelson 
Pirani 
Fraser 
Buchanan. 


Majority  for,  10. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  words  "  Co- 
ooanuts,  Jd.  the  pound,"  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
11  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  resolution." 
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Ayes,  83. 


Buddo 

Larnach 

Seddon 

Buiok 

Lawry 

Smith,  E.  M. 

C  adman 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Garnell 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Carroll 

MoNab 

Steward 

Crowther 

Mills 

Thompson,  R. 

Graham 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

Morrison 

Ward. 

Hall-Jones 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Pinkerton 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Tanner. 

Lang 

Noes,  14. 

AUen 

Maekenzie,  T. 

Willis 

Buchanan 

McLachlan 

Wilson. 

Green 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Heke 

Pi  rani 

Earnshaw 

Hogg 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Stout. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Pere  Mitch  elson 

Te  Ao.  Reeves. 

Majority  for,  19. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 
Resolutions  reported  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  four 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  17th  September,  1895. 

Poututu  Jurisdiction  Act  — First  Beading  — Second 
Reading— Third  Beading  — Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaker 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 


took   the  chair  at 


POUTUTU  JURISDICTION  ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  Petition  of  W.  H.  Tucker, 
praying  that  the  awards  made  under  the  Pou- 
tutu Jurisdiction  Act  may  be  made  final,  be 
referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.' 

FIRST  READING. 
Auctioneers  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Wages  Attachment  Abolition  Bill. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK,  in  moving,  That 
this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time,  said  it 
was  intended  to  amend  the  existing  law.  There 
were  certain  townships,  not  originally  Govern- 
ment townships,  hut  townships  the  sites  of 
which  were  acquired  by  private  individuals,  and 
were  afterwards  made  into  townships  and  sub- 
divided into  sections.    In  some  cases  even  the 


survey  was  made  in  the  Old  Country — that  was 
to  say,  a  paper  survey— and  roads  were  laid  out 
in  unsuitable  places.  The  local  body  subse- 
quently made  roads  in  more  convenient  places; 
and  the  object  of  this  Bill  was  really  to  permit 
the  old  roads  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  way 
as  the  County  Councils  at  the  present  time 
could  dispose  of  all  disused  roads.  No  provision 
for  this  was  made  in  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act  of  1886,  but  it  would  appear  as  though 
it  were  an  oversight.  He  had  in  his  mind  the 
case  of  three  or  four  Corporations  that  were 
affected,  and  he  believed  the  total  number  of 
Corporations  that  would  be  affected  by  this 
measure  was  much  larger.  Those  in  whose  be- 
half he  introduced  the  Bill  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Danedin  particularly  —  namely, 
Roslyn,  Northeast  Valley,  a  portion  of  Port 
Chalmers,  the  Township  of  West  Harbour — 
and  he  understood  a  very  large  borough  ad- 
joining his  own  Town  of  Invercargill  was  also 
affected.  He  did  not  think  he  needed  to  say 
anything  more  on  the  subject  at  that  stage. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  was  very  sorry 
he  had  to  oppose  the  Bill.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  confined  the  application  of  the 
measure  to  the  few  places  he  had  mentioned  as 
being  originally  private  townships  there  might 
be  some  reason  for  it,  but  they  were  asked  to 
pass  an  Aot  which  was  to  include  in  its  opera- 
tion all  municipalities.  He  thought  it  was 
going  too  far  to  pass  a  general  measure  of 
this  kind,  which  would  affect  other  districts 
besides  those  mentioned  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  remarks.  It  would  be  very  hard 
indeed  if,  when  roads  were  laid  off  privately  in 
the  early  stage  of  a  young  country  like  this, 
then  as  time  went  on  and  population  increased 
any  of  these  roads  which  might  be  acquired  by 
the  local  body  were  to  be  sold.  Apart  from 
this,  he  did  not  think  it  was  right  for  any  pri- 
vate member  to  bring  in  a  measure  embracing 
such  a  scope  as  this  one  did  ;  if  needed  at  all 
it  ought  to  be  introduced  by  the  Government 
in  the  general  interest  of  the  public  He  did 
not  know  whether  he  would  be  justified  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
that  day  six  months — he  felt  inclined  to  leave 
that  to  some  other  honourable  gentleman;  but 
he  thought  the  honourable  member  ought  to 
consult  the  Government  first  before  seeking  to 
interfere  with  municipalities  generally. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  the  Bill  would 
probably  go  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
and  might  be  looked  into  there.  At  lease  it 
ought  to  go  before  that  Committee. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  under- 
stood this  Bill  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Go- 
vernment. At  any  rate,  he  had  seen  a  para- 
graph in  the  newspapers  to  the  effect  that  the 
Government  approved  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  Bill  might 
be  abused,  but  he  did  not  know  but  that  it  waa 
absolutely  necessary  in  some  instances.  For 
instance,  he  knew  of  private  townships  which 
had  been  laid  out  by,  and  the  township  waa 

Erac  tic  ally  owned  by,  one  cr  two  persons  who 
ad  bought  up  nearly  the  whole  township,  and 
any  individual  might  insist  upon  going  over 
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the  roads  where  shown  on  the  map,  the  result 
being  that  the  owner  practically  of  the  town- 
ship might  be  harassed  by  private  individuals 
asserting  a  right  over  these  roads  for  the  par- 
pose  of  annoyance.  He  thought  probably,  if 
the  Bill  were  safeguarded  by  a  provision  to  the 
effect  that  the  closing  of  those  streets  or  roads 
ought  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Governor  in 
Gounoil,  or  if  some  other  protection  of  that 
kind  were  afforded,  it  might  meet  the  oase. 
There  was  at  present  absolute  power  to  divert 
a  road  in  many  instances.  Under  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  a  street  or  road  might 
be  diverted,  and  at  the  same  time,  if  the  local 
body  wished  to  abuse  its  power,  it  could  do  so 
under  such  a  power  as  that,  tie  thought  the 
Bill  should  be  allowed  to  proceed,  and  probably 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  either  allow 
it  to  be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, or  put  off  the  committal  for  a  few 
days.  There  was  no  doubt  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant measure,  and  one  which,  whilst  it 
might  be  abused,  was  necessary. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  thought  the 
Council  should  be  very  cautious  in  dealing  with 
tiiis  Bill,  for  it  seemed  to   give  a  very  great 

Sower,  which  might  be  largely  abused.  In  faot, 
e  thought  the  Bill  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
proceed,  and  in  any  case,  if  it  were  necessary 
to  take  the  course  suggested,  it  ought  to  be  done 
by  a  local  Bill,  because,  though  some  of  these 
townships  might  be  largely  bought  by  one  per- 
son, and  it  might  be  in  his  interest  to  close  the 
roads,  still  there  were  adjoining  landowners 
who  might  have  bought  their  land  knowing 
that  the  roads  existed,  and  the  closing  of  them 
might  be  a  serious  injury  to  them.  In  reading 
clause  284  of  the  Aot  of  1886  it  appeared  to 
him  the  diversion  allowed  there  was  clearly 
intended  not  with  the  view  of  really  closing  a 
road,  but  merely  of  diverting  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improvement.  He  thought  the  Counoil 
should  hesitate  before  passing  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  the 
mover  of  the  second  reading  had  stated  that 
similar  power  was  given  to  local  bodies  in  the 
country  to  olose  roads,  and  to  exchange  or  to 
sell  the  closed  portions.  This  was  so  distinctly ; 
but  at  the  same  time  it  was  hedged  round 
with  a  oertain  amount  of  preliminary  proceed- 
ings, which  gave  the  ratepayers  and  those 
interested  ample  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  proposal.  Now,  the  Corporations  of  muni- 
cipalities were  apparently  not  so  protected 
against  themselves,  but  the  powers  given  by 
section  234  were  almost  as  ample  as  what  it 
was  suggested  to  confer  on  them  by  this  Bill, 
and  the  only  protection  given  was  that  it 
must  be  done  by  speoial  order,  whioh  meant 
that  due  notioe  must  be  given  to  the  burgesses 
and  those  interested,  and  that  they  should 
have  more  than  one  opportunity  of  appearing 
to  show  cause  against  the  proposal  if  they 
thought  fit.  If  Corporations  at  present  had  so 
large  powers  without  the  protection  of  a  special 
order,  it  might  fairly  be  claimed  that  they 
should  have  this  further  power  conferred  on 
them.  He  believed  the  mover  of  the  Bill  was 
willing  that  it  should  go  to  the  Waste  Lands 
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Committee,  or  to  take  any  other  course  the* 
Counoil  might  think  fit. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  this  was 
a  more  important  Bill  than  appeared  on  the 
face  of  it.  But  probably  the  Counoil  would 
not  do  wrong  in  allowing  it  to  be  read  a  second 
time,  with  the  view  of  adopting  the  suggestion 
that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee—probably the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  would  not  op- 
pose the  second  reading,  although  he  thought 
the  measure  was  too  wide  in  its  scope,  and 
might  be  open  to  great  abuse. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  did  not  see  what 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  had  to  do  with 
the  Bill.  It  was  a  most  dangerous  one.  He 
knew  of  cases  where  it  would  be  most  injurious 
if  a  Council  had  power  to  close  roads  and  exer- 
cise these  powers  without  the  consent  of  the- 
people  in  the  borough.  He  thought  the  best 
plan  would  be  to  defer  this  Bill,  seeing  that  the 
Corporations  Bill  would  be  coming  before  Par- 
liament, if  not  this  session,  next.  He  there- 
fore moved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  the  second 
time  this  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  said,  if  the  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  he  would  move  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 
Undoubtedly  lands  in  these  townships  were  not 
waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  but  the  gentlemen 
on  that  Committee  were  specially  fitted  to  deal 
with  the  matter,  and  he  could  choose  no  better 
tribunal. 

The  Counoil  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time." 


Ayes,  21. 

Aoland 

Jennings 

R»gg 

Barnicoat 

Kelly 

Stewart 

Bolt 

Kerr 

Swanson 

Bonar 

MacGregor 

Taiaroa 

Buckley 

McLean 

Walker,  W.  a 

Feldwiok 

Montgomery 

Whitmore 

Jenkinson 

Pharazyn 
Noes,  7. 

Williams. 

Grace 

Ormond 

Richardson 

Holmes 

Reynolds 

Shrimaki. 

Johnston 

Majority  for, 

14. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Counoil 

adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 

three  o'clock. 

HOUSE    OF   REPBESENTATIVES, 
Tuesday,  17th  September,  1895. 

First  Readings— Little  Barrier  Island— Wages  At- 
tachment Abolition  Bill— Vacant  Judgeship-* 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill— Supply. 

The  Dbputy-Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half* 
past  two  o'clock. 
Praters. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Technical  Education  Bill,  Rating  Bill. 
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Little  Barrier  Island.  [HOUSE.]     Little  Barrier  Island.    [Sept.  17 


LITTLE  BARRIER  ISLAND. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
Tenetahi.  The  petitioner  prayed  for  compen- 
sation for  wrongful  taking  of  his  share  of  the 
Little  Barrier  Island.  The  Committee  reported 
that  they  had  no  recommendation  to  make. 
Mr.  Houston  moved,  That  the  report  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HEKE  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 
Honourable  members  would  remember  that 
last  session  a  Bill  confiscating  the  interests  of 
these  Natives  was  introduced.  It  was  brought 
in  at  the  very  latter  part  of  the  session,  and  no 
time  was  given  to  the  petitioner  and  his  family 
to  appear  before  a  Committee  of  that  House 
and  state  their  views.  That  Bill  was  passed 
into  law ;  and  in  his  opinion  the  Legislature 
had  no  right  to  deal  with  that  Bill  in  the  way 
it  did.  The  nature  of  the  Bill  proved  it  was 
dealing  with  private  interests,  and  therefore  it 
it  was  a  private  Bill— indeed,  a  Bill  confiscating 
the  interests  of  this  man's  wife  and  family  for 
a  paltry  sum  of  money,  a  sum  which  his  wife 
and  family  did  not  agree  to  accept,  and  which 
they  had  not  accepted  up  to  the  present  time. 
As  every  honourable  member  knew,  the  Bill  of 
last  session  was  passed  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances. Those  circumstances  he  had  already 
related.  This  was  the  first  opportunity  which 
Tenetahi,  his  wife  and  family,  who  were  inter- 
ested in  the  Little  Barrier  Island,  had  of 
petitioning  the  House  to  hear  their  grievances. 
It  was  claimed  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
that,  under  a  deed  signed  in  1891,  Tenetahi 
signed  away  his  interest  in  the  island  to  the 
Government;  but  he  contended  that  Tenetahi 
signed  the  deed  of  sale  under  a  very  peculiar 
condition.  Apart  from  that,  he  ventured  to 
say  that  that  deed  which  Tenetahi  signed  in 
1891  was  not  a  valid  one.  However,  to  revert 
to  this  agreement :  it  was  an  agreement  signed 
between  Tenetahi  and  the  Government,  and 
the  intention  of  it— to  judge  by  how  it  was 
worded — was  to  get  Tenetahi's  signature  to  a 
deed  of  sale  to  the  Crown.  The  agreement 
read  thus : — 

"Memorandum  of  Agreement  between  the 
Government  and  Tenetahi. 

"  It  is  hereby  understood  that  in  signing  the 
deed  transferring  Hauturu  to  the  Queen  no 
money  consideration  is  to  be  paid  to  any  of  the 
owners  until  all  of  them  sign 'the  said  trans- 
fer," &o. 

Had  that  been  fulfilled  ?  Not  at  all.  That 
deed  had  been  oarried  round  to  every  indi- 
vidual owner,  and  whenever  such  owner  signed 
the  deed  his  portion  of  the  purchase-money  was 
paid  over  to  him.  The  Government  not  being 
able  to  fulfil  their  agreement,  Tenetahi  had  a 
just  right  not  to  abide  by  the  deed  of  1891. 
Tenetahi's  wife  was  another  interested  party 
who  did  not  sign  the  deed,  but  her  interests, 
along  with  those  of  her  children,  were  confis- 
cated by  the  Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Act 
of  last  year.  The  petitioner  prayed  that  the 
House  would  carefully  consider  his  grievances 
and  those  of  his  family,  and  that  such  relief 


should  be  granted  as  would  compensate  them 
for  the  great  wrong  which  had  come  upon 
them.  There  was  no  one  in  that  House  who 
could  say  that  no  wrong  had  been  perpetrated 
upon  these  Natives.  They  complained  of  the 
Act  of  last  year,  and  they  also  referred  to  the 
report  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  on  a 
petition  presented  by  Mr.  Mitchelson  in  1893. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  was  as  follows : — 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  Com- 
mittee is  of  opinion  it  is  desirable,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  that  the  Government 
should  endeavour  to  acquire  Tenetahi's  in- 
terests in  the  Little  Barrier  Island.  That, 
failing  his  agreeing  to  accept  a  reasonable 
price  for  the  same,  facilities  should  be  afforded 
by  the  Government  for  the  petitioner  obtaining 
a  partition  order  from  the  Native  Land  Court. 

"  8th  August,  1898." 

He  might  say  here  that  these  Natives  would 
be  quite  satisfied  if  their  interests  were  cut  oat. 

0  q      Then,  in  provision  15  of  the  petition 

u"  '  this  year,  the  petitioner  said  that  no 
opportunity  had  been  given  to  him  or  to  his 
wife  or  family  to  appear  before  the  /Committee 
last  session  when  the  Bill  was  introduced.  He 
thought  the  desire  of  the  petitioner  was  rea- 
sonable, in  the  face  of  the  Act  passed  last  year : 
the  Committee,  at  least  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  be 
called  upon  to  consider  the  petition,  because 
they  considered  that  the  interests  of  the  peti- 
tioner and  his  wife  and  family  were  already 
acquired  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  He  endea- 
voured to  get  the  Committee  to  agree  to  an  order 
of  reference  for  the  guidance  of  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  in  Auckland  on  the  inquiry  to  be 
made  by  him  into  Tenetahi's  and  his  family's 
interest  in  the  Little  Barrier  Island,  to  this 
effect :  that  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  should 
inquire  into  the  following  issues,  and  decide  on 
a  valuation  according  to  the  merits  of  those 
issues :  (1.)  The  quantity  of  kauri  timber,  and 
its  value.  (2.)  Wood  used  for  posts  and  rails, 
such  as  puriri  and  totara.  (8.)  Wood  used  for 
firewood.  (4.)  The  value  of  the  island  to  the 
Natives  for  its  kauri- gum.  (5.)  Labour  and 
expense  for  the  carrying  of  stock  to  the  island 
and  removal  of  the  same.  (6.)  The  length  of 
occupation  on  the  island,  their  cultivations 
and  whares,  and  the  effect  of  breaking  up 
their  home.  (7.)  The  purpose  for  which  the 
island  is  used.  (8.)  Native  Land  Court's  and 
other  expenses  attending  the  same.  The  peti- 
tioner was  entitled  to  reasonable  considera- 
tion by  the  House  and  by  the  Committee  in 
consequence  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  the  Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase 
Act  was  passed  last  year.  The  Natives  held  an 
interest  in  the  lands  there ;  and  what  did  the 
Legislature  do  but  confiscate  that  interest  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  without  allowing  any  in- 
quiry at  all  to  be  made  as  to  their  rights  or  the 
grievances  they  might  suffer  by  the  confisca- 
tion of  their  interests !  This  was  a  great  con- 
trast to  the  inquiry  by  the  Arbitration  Court 
in  reference  to  the  estate  in  the  South  called 
the  Ardgowan  Estate.  That  was  placed  before 
the  Court  of  Inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
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covering  the  value  of  the  property,  and  coming 
to  a  conclusion  arranging  or  agreeing  as  to  the 
fair  price  that  ought  to  be  given  to  the  owners 
of  the  property.  This  case  of  Tenetahi  was  very 
similar.  Why,  then,  was  not  the  same  process 
to  be  gone  through?  He  could  not  see  any 
reason  why  it  was  not.  It  was  peculiar  that 
the  solicitor  for  the  company,  in  stating  the 
case  for  the  claimants,  said  the  estate  was 
exceptionally  situated  for  the  purpose  for 
which  the  Government  was  taking  it — namely, 
to  be  subdivided  and  let  in  small  farms. 
These  identical  words  could  be  used  as  an 
argument  in  reference  to  the  case  of  Tenetahi's 
and  his  wife  and  family's  interest  in  the 
Little  Barrier  Island.  The  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances were  these  :  It  was  desired  by 
the  Government  of  New  Zealand  to  acquire 
that  island  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  a 
permanent  reserve  for  the  birds  and  native 
plants  growing  on  the  island,  and  it  was  reason- 
able to  calculate  upon  that  in  awarding  a  fair 
value  to  Tenetahi,  his  wife  and  family,  for  their 
interest  in  the  property  upon  that  ground  and 
upon  the  issues  already  mentioned.  For  this 
reason  he  moved,  That  the  report  be  referred 
3>ack  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  for  fur- 
ther consideration. 

Mr.  BUTTON  thought  this  case  ought  to  be 
•explained.  As  they  had  heard  one  side  of  the 
case  from  the  honourable  member  who  had  just 
-spoken,  he  thought  it  right  for  the  other  side 
also  to  be  placed  before  the  House.  When  the 
Bill  referred  to  was  introduced  to  the  House 
last  year  he  had  been  very  strong  in  supporting 
'the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District  in  seeing  that  this  Maori,  Tenetahi, 
and  his  wife,  obtained  justice.  The  Minister  of 
Lands,  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill,  very  properly 

-conceded  the  matter  that  was  requested,  and 
an  opportunity  was  given  to  these  persons  to 
obtain  that  which  was  really  just  and  proper. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  were  not  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  represented.  It  was  not 
a  confiscation  of  land.  Tenetahi  had  signed  a 
deed,  and  several  others  had  done  so.     It  was 

-  quite  true  he  had  stipulated  the  money  should 
not  be  paid  over  except  in  his  presence,"  because 
he  had  claims  against  the  other  Maoris  for  costs 
in  putting  the  land  through  the  Native  Land 

•  Court,  and  it  was  in  reference  to  this  particular 
matter  that  the  injustice,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 

•  cerned,  appeared  to  the  House :  if  he  had  not 
some  remedy  given  to  him  to  obtain  payment 

•  of  these  costs,  he  would  be  unjustly  treated, 
and  be  a  large  sum  of  money  out  of  pocket. 
The  Minister  of  Lands,  at  his  request,  con- 
sented that  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  Auck- 
land, Mr.  Northcroft,  a  gentleman  in  whom  all 
had  very  great  confidence,  should  hear  Tene- 
tahi's claim,  and  award  him  such  sum  for 
these  costs  as  would  compensate  him  for  the 
loss  he  appeared  to  have  suffered.  Now,  there 
were  two  or  three  Natives  whose  interests  might 
have  been  confiscated,  but  provision  was  made 
for  that  in  the  Bill.    For  those  who  had  not 

.signed  the  deed,  and  had  not  agreed  to  sell 

their  interests  in  the  island,  provision  was  made 
rthat  they  should  be  placed  upon  exactly  the 


same  footing  as  Europeans  whose  land  was 
taken  for  public  purposes :  they  were  allowed 
to  go  to  the   Compensation   Court,  or  what 
was  equivalent  to   the   Compensation  Court. 
As  far  as  that  was  concerned,  therefore,  there 
was  no  confiscation  at  all ;  but  they  were  en- 
titled to  go  before  the  Court  and  to  obtain 
compensation.    As  to  Tenetahi,  he  had  signed 
the  deed.    He  had  agreed  to  sell,  and  the  only 
stipulation  he  had  made  was  that  the  money 
should  not  be  paid  except  in  his  presence,  so 
that  he  should  be  recouped  the  moneys  he  had 
expended.    Now,  provision  had  been  made  for 
that ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  these 
issues  which  he  wished  to  refer  back  again  to 
the  Resident  Magistrate,  wished  to  have  the 
whole  question  opened  up :   not  that  Tenetahi 
should  get  what  he  was  entitled  to  under  his 
deed,  but  that  the  whole  thing  should  be  gone 
into  just  as  if  he  had  never  signed  the  deed  at 
all — just  as  if  he  had  never  entered  into  any 
arrangement ;  indeed,  so  as  to  be  put  on  the 
same  footing  as  those  who  had  not  sold  their 
interest,  and  who  had  been  plaoed  by  the  House 
in  the  position  of  going  to  the  Compensation 
Courts    The  issues  the  honourable  gentleman 
referred  to  would  be  perfectly  absurd  in  Tene- 
tahi's case.    He  had  agreed  to  sell,  and  only 
made  the  stipulation  which  the  Government 
were  unable  to  carry  out.    Some  of  the  Natives 
would  not  sign  the  deed  unless  the  money  was 
paid  to  them  ;  but  any  damage  Tenetahi  might 
have  suffered  by  this  stipulation  not  having 
been  carried  into  effect  had  been  met  by  the 
provision  the  House  had  made  that  he  should  go 
before  Mr.  Northcroft,  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate, and  have  the  matter  settled.   He  thought 
it  right  that  this  matter  should  be  oleared  up, 
so  that  no  misapprehension  should  exist  in 
the  minds  of  members  or  in  the  oountry.    It 
was  not  fair,  when  the  House  had  tried  to  do 
what  was  reasonable  and  just  in  the  matter, 
that  statements  of  that  kind  should  go  forth 
unchallenged,  that  the  House  had  passed  a 
Bill  confiscating  the  interests  of  the  Maoris. 
He,   for  one,  —  and   he  was  supported   by  a 
number  of  members  last  year, — had  been  very 
strong  indeed  that  the  Bill  should  not  pass 
until  the  Hon.   the  Minister  had  given   the 
assurance  which  had  been  given,  and  which 
he  believed  had  been  loyally  carried  out.    That 
assurance  had  been  given  at  once,  and   the 
Minister  had  not  required  very  much  pressing, 
because  when  it  was  suggested  to  him  that  this 
was  reasonable  he  had  acquiesced.   He  thought 
that  such    broad  •  statements  as  those  made 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  unchallenged. 

Mr.  PERE  supported  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District.  He  wished  to  explain  that 
it  was  the  solicitor  who  asked  Tenetahi  first 
to  sign  the  deed  of  purchase.  The  solicitor 
agreed  to  give  h}m  £2,000.  One  year  after  this 
the  solicitor  found  that  the  other  owners  of 
the  land  would  not  sign  the  deed  of  purchase. 
Tenetahi  had  previously  gone  to  this  solicitor 
and  asked  that  his  name  should  be  obliterated 
from  the  deed  of  purchase  because  his  friends 
would  not  sell.    It  was  after  this  that  some 
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arrangement  was  made  that  all  the  people 
should  sign  their  names  and  then  be  paid 
afterwards ;  and  when  Tenetahi  hacLseen  that 
the  money  had  been  distributed  to  each  Native 
on  the  island  he  would  not  take  any  portion 
of  the  money  at  all,  and  had  not  allowed  his 
wife  to  accept  any  money.  Tenetahi  did  not 
know  what  he  was  doing  when  he  signed  the 
deed  of  purchase.  Seeing  that  a  trouble  had 
arisen  in  this  matter,  the  Ministers  ought  to 
have  attended  the  Committee ;  Tenetahi  was 
in  Wellington,  and  the  matter  might  have 
been  arranged  between  them.  It  was  not  right 
that  this  Magistrate  should  be  appointed  to 
question  Tenetahi  on  this  matter.  Ministers 
had  passed  this  Bill,  and  they  should  look  into 
the  matter  as  desired.  This  matter  should 
be  referred  back  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, and  all  the  Ministers  and  Tenetahi 
himself  should  be  there,  and  arrange  matters. 
The  interest  of  this  woman  should  not  be 
confiscated.  He  did  not  say  anything  about 
Tenetahi,  because  he  had  signed  the  deed,  and 
it  was  his  loss.  He  would  like  this  matter  to 
be  referred  back  to  the  Native  'Affairs  Com- 
mittee to  go  into  the  matter  thoroughly,  and 
sift  it,  and  consider  the  share  of  this  woman. 
If  Tenetahi  appeared  before  the  Magistrate  he 
would  have  to  pay  a  solicitor  to  represent  him. 
Of  course  he  would  be  out  of  pocket  by  that. 
This  matter  could  be  arranged,  as  the  Minis- 
ters, Tenetahi,  and  all  were  present. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  did  not  think  that  any  good 
result  would  come  from  sending  the  report 
back  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  Last 
session  a  Bill  was  passed  dealing  with  the 
whole  subject,  and  no  good  could  come  from 
referring  it  back  to  the  Committee.  The  Go- 
vernment granted  the  concession  in  reference 
to  Tenetahi  himself,  who  raised  an  objection 
through  having  been  put  to  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  bringing  this  matter  before  the 
Native  Land  Court.   He  was  informed  that  if  he 

Srepared  a  statement  of  his  expenses  they,  no 
oubt,  would  be  paid  to  him.  The  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  at  Auckland  had  been  appointed. 
Tenetahi  had  not  appeared  before  him,  though 
he  had  been  written  to  several  times  and  re- 
quested to  attend.  Tenetahi  had  no  claim 
against  the  colony  in  this  matter  at  all.  He 
hoped  the  time  of  the  House  would  not  be 
wasted  any  further  in  the  matter,  because  no 
good  could  result  from  referring  it  back  again 
to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate.  They  were  taken  entirely  by 
surprise  by  the  motion  and  the  amendment. 
Members  wanted  to  make  themselves  conver- 
sant with  the  particulars,  and  he  therefore 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  did  not  think  the  de- 
bate ought  to  be  adjourned.  It  was  always 
the  oase  when  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  moved  anything :  the 
Premier  put  down  his  foot  on  that  gentleman. 
He  thought  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  ought  to  be  commended 
for  protecting  the  interests  of  his  people,  and  it 
was  not  right  that  an  important  question  of 
Mr.  Fere 


this  sort  should  not  be  allowed  to  come  to  a> 
division.  No  doubt,  if  the  Premier  had  not 
moved  his  motion  for  adjournment,  the  division 
would  have  been  taken,  and  probably  the  report 
would  not  have  been  sent  back ;  but  it  must  be- 
clearly  evident  that  a  wrong  had  been  done  in 
this  case,  and  if  that  was  so 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  member  could  not  go  into  the  merits 
of  the  case  on  the  question  of  adjournment. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  the  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha  had  not  transgressed 
his  right. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  would  simply 
indorse  what  he  had  already  said.  It  must  be 
evident  that  a  wrong  had  been  done  to  this- 
Native ;  and  if  they  were  to  be  cautious  about 
anything  they  should  be  cautious  about  taking- 
the  evidence  of  policemen,  and  about  taking 
the  opinion  of  a  lawyer  on  the  floor  of  that 
House.  This  was  a  matter  which  he  merely 
advanced  as  a  matter  of  caution.  They  knew 
the  unfortunate  Maoris  in  this  country  had  suf- 
fered more  from  lawyers  interfering  with  their 
transactions  than  any  other  class  of  men. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  the  honour- 
able member  was  going  beyond  the  question  of 
adjournment. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  would  not 
pursue  that  line  any  further ;  but  he  said  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  moved  that 
this  report  be  sent  back  had  made  it  abun- 
dantly dear  that  an  injustice  had  been  done; 
and  if  a  wrong  had  been  done,  why  not  have  the 
matter  referred  back  at  once,  in  order  that  full 
investigation  might  be  made  into  the  rights  and 
wrongs  of  this  oase  ?  He  objected  once  more 
to  this  gag  being  put  on.  The  Premier  had 
moved  his  motion  in  order  that  the  merits  of 
the  case  might  not  be  discussed,  and  knowing 
full  well  that  if  they  went  into  all  the  intri- 
cacies of  this  case,  which  had  resulted  in  an 
honest  Maori  being  robbed  of  his  rights,  the 
House  would  rise  in  a  body  and  support  the 
motion  for  sending  the  report  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee. He  would  oppose  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  would  remind  the- 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
that  this  case  was  settled  last  session.  The 
whole  case  was  brought  up,  was  fully  debated,, 
and  a  Bill  was  brought  in  to  settle  the  claim  of 
this  Native.    There  had  been  no  robbery  at  all. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  certainly  there  had 
been. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  there  had  been 
nothing  of  the  kind.  The  whole  thing  was  dealt 
with  last  session,  and  settled  satisfactorily,  to 
his  mind,  in  every  way. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  would  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  question  was 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  hoped  this  report  would 
not  be  referred  back  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  could  not  deal  with 
the  oase  at  all,  and  it  was  simply  a  waste  of 
time  and  making  speeches  for  the  purpose  of 
provoking  discussion — nothing  else.  He  hoped, 
the  report  would  not  be  referred  back. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1896.]        Little  Barrier  Island.        [HOUSE.]  Little  Barrier  Island.         277 


Mr.  HERE  hoped  the  debate  would  not  he 
adjourned,  and  for  this  reason :  that  last  year 
the  House  had  no  opportunity  of  going  into 
the  question.  They  demanded  or  asked  that  a 
Committee  should  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring,  and  getting  the  petitioner  and 
those  interested  in  the  island  before  that  Com- 
mittee to  enable  them  to  place  their  case  before 
the  Committee  last  session.  That  was  not 
■done ;  and  what  was  done  during  the  discussion 
on  that  Bill  ?  Nothing  at  all.  The  thing  was 
simply  rushed  through,  and  the  records  of  the 
House  would  show  that.  It  was  all  very  well 
to  say  the  House  considered  that  Bill  last  year. 
Not  at  all. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  did  not  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  giving  a  reason  for 
not  adjourning  the  debate. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  his  reason  was  that  last 
year  their  case  was  not  fully  gone  into. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  that  was  a 
good  reason  why  the  report  should  be  referred 
back,  but  not  a  good  reason  why  the  debate 
should  not  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  he  was  advancing  reasons 
to  enable  members  to  discuss  the  whole  posi- 
tion Tenetahi  had  been  placed  in  in  reference 
to  his  interests,  his  wife's,  and  his  family's. 
Ha  might  also  say  that  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Button  that  Tenetahi  had  signed  a  deed 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  now  debating  a  question 
which  he  could  not  permit.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  answering  a  previous  speaker 
who  opposed  the  honourable  gentleman's  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  HEKE  asked,  Might  he  say  that  a  mis- 
representation was  uttered  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  ? 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said,  No ;  he  must 
keep  to  the  question  of  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  HEKE  thought  he  was  entitled  to  say 
this :  that  Tenetahi's  wife  had  not  signed  the 
deed  of  conveyance. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  said  he  must  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  give  reasons  why 
the  debate  should  be  adjourned.  Anything 
else  was  speaking  to  the  question. 

Mr.  HEKE  said,  of  course  there  was  no  op- 
portunity at  all  to  bring  forward  his  views  in 
reference  to  this  case,  but  he  merely  desired 
to  say  this :  that  now  the  Premier  had  blocked 
him  the  only  thing  that  remained  for  him  to 
say  was  that  the  members  of  the  House  would 
have  no  opportunity  at  all  of  speaking  upon 
•the  question.  He  merely  wished  to  add  this : 
that  almost  similar  action  to  the  present  took 
place  last  year.  No  consideration  at  all  was 
given  to  the  Bill— now  the  Act  confiscating  the 
interests  of  the  Natives  in  this  island — and  as 
to  what  would  be  the  probable  effect  of  "  The 
Little  Barrier  Island  Purchase  Act,  1894/'  on 
the  petitioner. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  hoped  the  debate  would 
Jiot  be  adjourned.  He  did  not  pose  as  an  au- 
thority on  Native  matters,  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  if  this  debate  were  adjourned  it  was 
the   last  they  would  see  of   it  this   session. 


In  justice   to  the  Natives  it  would  only  be 
right 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  that  afternoon  for 
that  purpose  at  all. 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  will  be  the  effect 
of  it. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  did  not  say  the  Premier 
did  so  with  that  intention,  but  that  would  be 
the  effect. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— Will  the  Premier  give  a 
pledge  to  allow  the  matter  to  come  up  again  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  the  Natives  were 
here,  and  if  it  was  not  dealt  with  now  it  was 
putting  them  to  expense,  and  he  thought  ex- 
pense should  be  saved  to  the  parties  interested. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  he  oould  give  a  rea- 
son why  they  ought  not  to  adjourn  this  debate 
now.  The  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
laughed.  If  the  Premier  had  only  kept  quiet 
the  thing  would  have  been  settled  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  ago,  and  they  would  have  been 
on  the  question  of  the  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale 
Bill.  The  Premier  took  a  course  by  whioh  he 
wished  to  delay  business.  Two  Native  mem- 
bers had  spoken.  He  did  not  suppose  any 
other  members  would  have  spoken,  and  the 
thing  would  have  then  been  done  with.  If  they 
adjourned  this  debate  it  would  be  possibly  a 
week  before  it  came  up  again.  He  supposed 
the  Natives  interested  were  in  town  waiting 
for  this  to  go  on ;  and  the  House  should  at 
once  determine  whether  this  report  should  go 
back  to  the  Committee  or  not.  If  the  House 
thought  it  should  not,  let  the  House  say  so ; 
if  the  House  thought  it  should  go  back  to 
the  Committee,  let  it  say  so  at  once.  He 
would  support  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  in  having  the  question 
decided  now.  He  had  no  desire  to  delay  busi- 
ness. He  always  wished  to  assist  the  Premier, 
but  he  thought  he  was  the  cause  of  the  delay. 
The  Natives  felt  they  should  have  this  report 
referred  back  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Question. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  he  was  in  the 
Speaker's  hands,  and  as  long  as  he  kept  in 
bounds  the  calling  of  "  Question  "  by  the  Pre- 
mier would  have  no  effect.  In  this  question  of 
Native  petitions  the  great  bulk  of  the  House 
took  very  little  interest.  Only  a  certain  num- 
ber of  members  took  any  real  interest  in  Native 
affairs,  and  they  should  be  most  careful  when 
Natives  asked  that  a  report  should  be  referred 
baok:  unless  there  were  very  good  grounds 
for  not  doing  so  they  should  accede  to  their 
desire 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  when  deal- 
ing with  this  question  last  year  he 
asked  the  Minister  of  Lands  if  he  would  have 
inquiries  made  as  to  whether  the  Natives  had 
any  other  land  excepting  that  upon  which  they 
were  residing  on  the  Little  Barrier  Island. 
The  honourable  gentleman  then  promised  to 
have  inquiries  made,  and  he  wished  now  to 
know  whether  such  had  been  done,  and  with 
what  result. 


3.30. 
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Mr.  W.  KELLY  said  inquiry  had  been 
made  by  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  when 
the  petition  was  before  them,  and  it  was  stated 
by  the  Natives  that  they  had  other  lands.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  a  number  of  honourable 
members  who  spoke  on  the  subject  knew  no- 
thing whatever  about  it. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  thought  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  travelling  outside 
the  question. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  said,  then  he  did  not  think 
the  Premier  was  justified  in  asking  for  an  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  CARROLL  did  not  think  there  need  be 
any  further  discussion  on  this  matter.  Mem- 
bers ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  assurance 
given  by  the  Premier,  who  had  moved  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  with  the  intention  of 
fixing  another  date,  so  as  to  have  the  matter 
thoroughly  threshed  out. 

Mr.  WILSON  hoped  the  Premier  would  give 
an  assurance  that  an  opportunity  would  be 
given  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  intended  to  fix  that 
day  week  when  he  got  an  opportunity.  He 
knew  that  members  were  not  in  a  position  to 
properly  discuss  the  merits  of  the  question,  as 
the  matter  had  only  just  come  from  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HEKE  said,  on  account  of  the  assurance 
of  the  Premier,  he  would  not  call  for  a  division. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  debate  agreed  to. 

WAGES  ATTACHMENT  ABOLITION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  reoeived  from  the  Legislative 
Council,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  REEVES  moved,  That  the  amendments 
be  agreed  to.  The  principal  amendment  was 
that  the  operation  of  the  measure  was  confined 
to  wages  not  exceeding  £2. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  if  they  were  protected  up 
to  £2. 

Mr.  REEVES.— Yes. 

Mr.  Tx MACKENZIE  thought  that  considera- 
tion of  these  amendments  ought  to  be  post- 
poned. There  had  been  some  very  radical 
alterations  in  the  Bill,  and,  if  it  was  not  con- 
sidered that  they  had  had  time  to  consider  the 
petition  brought  down  from  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  that  afternoon,  surely  they  had  not 
had  time  to  consider  this  matter.  Personally 
he  objected  to  wages  up  to  the  amount  of  £2 
being  entirely  free  from  all  debts  that  might  be 
laid  against  them. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  that  if  that  were 
struck  out  all  wages  would  be  exempt. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  House  ought 
to  disagree  with  the  amendments,  and  en- 
deavour to  get  inserted  in  another  plaoe,  say, 
£1  108.,  as  a  reasonable  amount.  Certainly  £2 
was  altogether  unreasonable.  Single  men  could 
crack  their  fingers  at  unfortunate  creditors. 
With  that  view  he  would  move,  That  the  con- 
sideration of  the  amendments  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  amendments  be  considered  forthwith." 


Majority  for,  6. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BUTTON  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  with  the  alteration  made  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council.  He  had  been  one  of  those  who> 
voted  for  and  strongly  supported  the  clause  in 
the  Bill  as  it  first  oame  down.  The  process- 
known  as  "  attachment,"  as  applied  to  wages,, 
was  simply  ridiculous,  and  the  honourable 
member  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill  deserved 
credit  for  bringing  down  a  measure  for  the 
abolition  of  attachment  of  wages  altogether. 
In  order  to  make  it  effectual  the  attachment 
had  to  be  taken  out  every  week.  Honourable 
members  seemed  to  think  that  a  Magistrate 
could  make  an  order  for  a  workman,  or  any- 
body else  who  earned  wages,  to  pay  so  much 
out  of  his  wages  every  week  as  they  were 
earned — to  pay  off  a  debt.  It  was  nothing  of 
the  kind.  The  meaning  of  the  process  was 
that  after  wages  had  been  earned  a  Magistrate 
might  make  an  order  on  a  man  for  so  much  of 
what  was  already  due  in  order  to  pay  off  his 
debt,  which  was  for  the  benefit  of  one  creditor 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  In  order  to 
carry  out  the  object  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  an  attachment  order  would  have 
to  be  taken  out  every  week.  Supposing  the 
wages  were  paid  every  Saturday,  the  creditor 
would  have  to  apply  to  the  Court  every  Fri- 
day to  get  a  new  order,  as  the  Court  could 
not  make  one  order  which  extended  over  the 
coming  week.  It  had  to  be  made  at  the 
time  the  wages  were  payable.  With  regard 
to  salaries  that  were  earned,  he  had  seen  the 
operation  of  this  process  of  attachment  be- 
fore the  Magistrate's  Court  had  any  power  at 
all  to  attach  any  salaries  or  wages, — when  only 
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the  Supreme  Court  had  the  power.  He  had 
had  an  experience  of  over  thirty -five  years,  and 
he  had  not  seen  above  a  dozen  instances  in 
which  the  process  was  used  at  all.  Even  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  where  there  were  large  salaries 
involved,  he  had  not  seen  the  process  com- 
monly used ;  but  he  had  seen  it  used  by  money- 
lenders for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  salary  on 
its  becoming  due,  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
creditors.  The  Bill,  as  introduced  and  as 
passed  by  the  House,  was  by  far  the  best  form 
in  which  they  could  have  passed  it.  There 
were  other  processes  of  getting  at  wages.  A 
Magistrate  might  make  a  judgment  order  that 
a  debt  should  be  paid  out  of  wages,  or  out  of 
any  other  moneys  a  man  might  be  getting  in 
instalments ;  but  an  attachment  was  quite  a 
different  thing.  Some  honourable  members 
had  spoken  about  attachment  without  knowing 
what  it  meant.  Now,  attachment  was  a  pro- 
ceeding in  which,  where  a  debtor  had  a  debt 
owing  to  him  by  another  person,  the  creditor 
of  the  first  debtor  got  an  order  that  the  debt 
owing  by  the  third  person  to  the  debtor  should 
be  paid  to  the  creditor  instead  of  to  the  par- 
ticular creditor  of  such  third  person.  Thus,  if 
A  owed  B  a  sum  of  money,  and  G  also  owed  A 
a  sum  of  money,  B  might  get  an  order  that  G 
should  pay  him,  B,  instead  of  paying  A.  That 
was  the  meaning  of  attachment,  and  it  was 
simply  ridiculous  to  apply  it  to  workmen's  wages. 
It  was  also  absurd  to  apply  it  to  salaries  which 
might  be  paid  quarterly  or  monthly.  His  ex- 
perience, extending  over  a  long  period,  had 
shown  him  that  it  was  used  oppressively  in 
order  that  a  certain  creditor  might  obtain  an 
advantage  as  against  all  other  creditors. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  the  law  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  probably  was  very 
good,  but  his  facts  were  all  astray.  If  it  were  the 
case  that  everybody's  wages  were  paid  weekly, 
certainly  his  argument  sounded  very  well ;  but 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  knew  anything  at 
all  about  the  country  districts  of  the  colony  he 
would  remember  that  there  were  very  few  in- 
stances where  workmen  were  paid  their  wages 
weekly.  In  fact,  it  was  the  commonest  thing 
for  men  to  have  to  wait  until  a  contract  was 
finished  before  they  could  get  their  wages  at 
all.  Therefore  the  question  of  attaohing  their 
wages  was  not  at  all  the  monstrous  thing  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  would  have 
them  believe. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  differed  very  much  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City,  who 
thought  the  Minister  of  Labour  was  entitled 
to  great  credit  for  bringing  in  a  Bill  of  this 
nature.  In  fact,  he  ventured  to  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  entitled  to 
more  credit  if  he  left  Bills  of  this  nature  alone. 
No  honest  workman  in  the  colony  wanted  a 
Bill  of  the  kind.  With  regard  to  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Gity  said  in 
reference  to  the  question  of  obtaining  judgment 
summonses,  he  might  say  that  oreditors  in  his 
district  had  found  such  difficulty  in  the  past 
in  obtaining  orders  under  judgment  summonses 
that  they  had  often  been  content  to  let  the 
debts  go  rather  than  trouble  further  in  the 


matter.    He  again  desired  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  entering  his  protest  against  the  Bill. 

Amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil agreed  to. 

VACANT  JUDGESHIP. 

Gaptain  RUSSELL  said  they  had  noticed  in 
the  daily  papers  that  the  Law  Society  and  the 
Ghief  Justice  had  urged  that  the  vacanoy  on 
the  Supreme  Court  Bench  should  be  filled. 
The  vacancy  had  taken  place  so  long  ago  that 
they  had  read  in  New  Zealand  a  eulogistic 
article  on  the  late  Judge  Richmond  published 
in  the  English  Times  subsequent  to  his  death, 
and  which  had  had  time  to  cross  the  world 
and  appear  here.  Surely,  under  such  circum- 
stances, they  were  right  in  saying  that  there 
had  been  ample  time  for  Ministers  to  deoide  as 
to  whom  they  intended  to  appoint  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  He  hoped  the  Premier  would  be  able 
to  say  that  the  appointment  would  be  made 
forthwith. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  his  intention  to 
obtain  a  return  showing  the  business  done  in 
various  judicial  centres.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  with  a  proper  distribution  of  work  there 
was  no  immediate  necessity  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  another  Judge.  Some  of  the  Judges 
were,  in  his  opinion,  overworked,  while  others 
had  not  sufficient  to  do.  He  intended  to  ask 
the  Chief  Justice  for  a  return  he  had  referred 
to,  and  when  that  was  to  hand  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  come  to  a  decision  as  to  whether  an 
appointment  should  be  made  or  not.  He  had 
known  Judges  to  be  absent  for  a  much  longer 
period  than  had  elapsed  Since  Judge  Rich- 
mond's death,  and  there  was  no  inconvenience 
to  the  public  at  all,  and  no  extra  work  thrown 
on  anybody  during  that  time.  They  had 
consider  whether  the  work  was  fairly  distri- 
buted. He  would  get  the  information  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  and  he  would  tell  the 
honourable  member  the  conclusion  arrived  at. 

Captain  RUSSELL  desired  to  point  out  that 
on  other  occasions  when  Judges  had  been  away 
on  leave  an  Ac  ting- Judge  had  been  appointed 
in  their  place,  and  the  work  was  not  delayed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  had  been  for  a 
lengthened  period,  and  not  for  such  a  short 
time  as  had  elapsed  since  the  death  of  Judge 
Richmond. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  that  the  vacanoy  was 
now  on  account  of  death,  and  if  it  was  neces- 
sary to  appoint  an  Assistant  Judge  for  a  short 
period  it  was  still  more  necessary  to  do  so  for 
a  lengthened  period. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  afraid  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  put  that  question  in  the 
way  it  had  been  given  to  him. 


4.0. 


CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON   moved,  That   the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  the  Premier  what 
business  he  intended  to  introduce. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  to  strike  out  island  fruit, 
and  make  certain  other  amendments  which 
were  thought  necessary.     He  might  explain 
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that  a  steamer  with  a  cargo  of  fruit  had  just 
arrived  in  Auckland,  and  other  fruit  was  on  its 
way.  The  Government  was  informed  that  un- 
less something  was  done  at  once  the  importers 
in  Auckland  could  not  see  their  way  to  pay  the 
duty,  and  the  fruit  would  be  useless,  and  would 
be  thrown  as  a  loss  on  the  consignees.  The 
case  was  an  extreme  one.  He  thought  it  must 
he  satisfactory  to  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  were  opposed  to  the  duty. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  consider  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

"First  Resolution. 

11  (1.)  That,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  of  Customs 
imposed  by  a  resolution  passed  by  this  House 
on  the  13th  September  instant  on  oranges, 
guavas,  passion- fruit,  bananas,  pineapples,  and 
-cocoanuts,  those  articles  be  transferred  to  the 
free-list. 

"  (2.)  That  the  duty  on  linseed-oil  be  reduced 
to  Is.  the  gallon. 

"  Second  Resolution. 

"(1.)  That,  in  heu  of  the  duty  of  Customs 
imposed  on  tea  by  a  resolution  of  this  House 
passed  on  the  13th  day  of  September,  1895,  the 
duty  on  tea,  whether  in  bulk  or  packed  ready 
for  retail  sale,  be  charged  at  5d.  per  pound 
until  the  31st  day  of  Deoember,  1895,  and 
thereafter  at  4d.  per  pound. 

41  (2.)  That,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  similarly  im- 
posed on  boots,  shoes,  and  slippers,  there  be 
imposed  the  following : — 

"  Men's  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced  at  and 
under  lis.  the  pair,  sizes  6  to  11,  7^  per  cent. 
-ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  2s.  per  pair. 

"Youths'  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced  at  and 
under  lis.  the  pair,  sizes  1  to  5,  7J  per  cent. 
■ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  6d.  per  pair. 

"  Women's  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced  at  and 
under  8s.  the  pair,  sizes  2  to  7,  7$  per  cent. 
nd  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  6d.  per  pair. 

11  Girls'  and  maids'  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced 
at  and  under  8s.  the  pair,  sizes  7  to  1,  7$  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  per  pair. 

44  Children's  boots  and  shoes,  sizes  4  to  6,  7J 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  6d. 

11  Infants'  boots  and  shoes,  sizes  0  to  3,  free. 

"  Slippers,  men's,  7 J  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Fixed  duty,  Is.  per  pair. 

"  Slippers,  women's,  7}  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Fixed  duty,  9d.  per  pair. 

'*  Slippers,  all  others,  7}  percent,  ad  valorem. 
Fixed  duty,  6d.  per  pair. 

11  Boots  and  shoes,  n.o.e.,  25  per  cent. 

'•  Boot-uppers — 
"Men's  and  youths',  sizes  1  to  11,  7J  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  per 
pair. 
"  Women's,  7 J  per  oent.  ad  valorem.  Fixed 

duty,  9d.  per  pair. 
"  Leggings,  7£  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Fixed 
duty,  Is.  per  pair." 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  the  following  items 
be  removed  from  Schedule  A,  and  inserted  in 
Schedule  B  as  exempt  from    duty,  namely: 
Mr.  Seddon 


Oranges,  guavas,  passion-fruit,  bananas,  pine- 
apples, cocoanuts. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  in  what  way  this  was 
brought  before  the  Committee.  Was  it  by 
message?  Where  did  the  resolutions  come 
from? 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  had  just  oome  from 
him. 

Mr.  PIRANI  would  like  to  have  the  Chair- 
man's ruling  as  to  whether  it  was  necessary 
that  they  should  be  brought  down  from  the 
Governor. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  whether  they  were  all 
Increases  or  reductions. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  did  not  matter. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  they  were  in  the  same 
position  as  the  resolutions  on  Friday  night; 
they  were  still  to  be  settled. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wished  to  ask  whether  these 
were  all  reductions,  or  whether  they  included 
the  imposition  of  any  fresh  taxation. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  Committee  would 
hear  that  as  they  proceeded. 

Captain  RUSSELL  thought  he  was  right  in 
saying  that,  being  resolutions  of  the  House, 
they  did  not  require  to  come  down  by  Go- 
vernor's message.  That  would  be  necessary  if 
they  were  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  in  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  power  was  given  to  amend 
resolutions  by  reduction,  or  Ministers  could 
propose  an  increase ;  but  they  were  simply 
tentative  resolutions,  which  would  be  dealt 
with  when  the  Bill  came  down. 

Mr.  ALLEN  Baid  these  resolutions  were  not 
in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  they  had 
not  been  referred  to  the  Committee  at  all. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  would  like  to  point  out 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  asking  to  have 
certain  items  moved  from  the  Schedule  A  to 
Schedule  B.  He  contended  that  the  Bill  should 
be  read  a  second  time 

Mr.  WARD.— This  is  not  a  Bill  at  all. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  he  was  only  quoting 
the  Treasurer's  own  words.  That  honourable 
gentleman  said  he  desired  to  have  certain  items 
struok  out  of  Schedule  A  and  put  into  Schedule 
B.  He  (Mr.  Earnshaw)  submitted  that  they 
could  not  deal  with  the  schedules  of  a  Bill 
until  the  Bill  had  been  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Treasurer  was 
really  jumping  a  motion  he  had  given  notice  of 
that  afternoon.  He  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  was  glad 
to  have  forced  his  hand,  and  to  that  extent  he 
would  like  to  congratulate  him.  But  he  would 
like  to  ask  if  it  was  not  the  proper  order  to  take 
his  motion  first.  However,  he  was  glad  to  see 
the  Treasurer  now  giving  expression  to  his  (Mr. 
Mackenzie's)  views. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  it  was  understood  by 
everybody  but  the  honourable  gentleman  a  long 
time  before  he  gave  notice  of  motion. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  report  progress  now,  and  oonform 
to  the  principle  which  was  the  true  one.  They 
had  altered  the  Customs  throughout  New  Zea- 
land by  the  introduction  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  and 
it  was  their  duty  first  to  debate  that  and  pass 
its  second  reading,  and  then  strike  out  these 
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various  items  as  they  came  before  them  in 
•Committee.  He  protested  against  this  repeated 
postponement  of  the  tariff,  and  the  continual 
disturbance  of  people  in  commerce  whioh  must 
450  on  when  almost  daily  a  fresh  tariff  was 
brought  down. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  must  go  into  Ways 
And  Means  first. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Why  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  because  in  the  meantime 
fruit  was  spoiling. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  as  it  was  now  four 
•o'clock  he  presumed  no  fruit  oould  be  passed 
through  the  Customs  that  day,  at  any  rate, 
and  therefore  they  could  pass  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  and  go  through  it  in  proper 
iorm.  This  perpetual  tinkering  with  the  tariff 
was  endless.  This  was  practically  the  fifth 
tariff  introduced  that  session. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  not  read  the  resolu- 
tion yet,  and  he  did  not  see  how  honourable 
members  could  profess  to  understand  the  reso- 
lution until  they  had  heard  it  read.  He 
understood  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  a  Free-trader,  and  here  he  (Mr.  Ward)  was 
anxious  to  put  a  number  of  articles  on  the 
free-list,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
opposing  it. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  asking  something  which  was  practically 
the  same  thing.  He  proposed  to  give  to  the 
House  a  detailed  statement  which  would  show 
the  actual  changes  upon  the  lines  he  had  in- 
dicated. Honourable  members  would  have 
placed  in  their  hands  details  giving  the  rate 
per  pair  and  ad  valorem  duty  on  certain  classes 
of  boots,  and  they  would  then  be  able  to  com- 
pare the  various  items,  and  would  be  in  a 
position  to  judge  whether  or  not  this  was  a 
better  proposal  than  that  which  had  already 
been  made. 

Captain  RUSSELL  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  moved  to  amend 
the  schedule  of  a  Bill  which  was  not  at  present 
before  the  House.  He  asked  the  Chairman  to 
rule  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
power  to  do  that. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  as  far  as  he  under- 
stood it,  the  resolution  merely  mentioned  the 
schedules  for  the  purpose  of  more  readily 
getting  at  it. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  of  course  there  was  no 
schedule  and  no  Bill  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  if  the  Treasurer 
would  confine  the  resolution  simply  to  the  item 
of  fruit  he  would  get  the  matter  dealt  with 
much  more  readily  than  he  otherwise  would. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  in  reference  to 
fruit  that  the  schedule  was  referred  to,  and  it 
was  simply,  as  originally  prepared,  a  motion, 
And  the  reference  to  the  schedule  was  simply 
surplusage.  Of  course  they  oould  not  refer,  in 
resolutions  in  Ways  and  Means,  to  a  Bill  which 
had  to  be  dealt  with  shortly.  All  that  was 
required  to  be  done  —  and  he  had  consulted 
the  Law  Advisers  of  the  Government  about  the 
matter — was  what  he  had  suggested.     It  was 


intended  originally  to  put  it  in  another  way — 
that  was,  by  amendment  to  the  Bill.  It  was 
found,  however,  that,  owing  to  the  urgency  of 
the  matter  in  reference  to  fruit,  they  ought  to 
amend  the  schedule  in  Ways  and  Means:  so 
that  was  the  course  which  had  been  taken.  He 
would  move  that  the  reference  to  the  schedule 
be  struck  out.  As  some  honourable  members 
pointed  out, — and  they  were  quite  right,— these 
words  were  simply  surplusage,  and  should  not 
be  there  at  all.  Therefore  the  reference  to  the 
schedule  would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  BUDDO  wanted  to  know  whether  the 
resolutions  were  to  be  moved  singly,  or  would 
be  taken  in  globo. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Singly. 

Mr.  BUDDO  said,  then  he  had  no  objection 
to  raise  as  long  as  they  were  taken  singly. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  although  they  had  made 
a  mistake  on  Fridav  night 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Who  made  the  mis- 
take on  Friday  night  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Ricoarton. 

Mr.  G.  W  RUSSELL.— You  are  going  back 
on  vourself  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  mistake  which  he 
alluded  to  was,  that  when  resolutions  came 
down  like  these  they  ought  simply  to  be  ap- 
proved in  a  formal  manner,  and  subsequently 
be  dealt  with  in  the  Bill.  The  House  had 
committed  an  error  on  Friday  night,  but  there 
was  no  reason  why  they  should  now  lose  valu- 
able time.  They  could  now  go  on  with  another 
Bill  on  the  Order  Paper,  which  he  had  hoped 
the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton  would 
have  agreed  should  be  brought  on.  He  would 
ask  that  this  resolution  should  be  taken 
formally,  and  that  they  should  go  on  with  the 
other  business. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  would  again  press  on 
the  Treasurer  that  he  should  confine  himself 
to  the  one  article  of  fruit.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  confine  himself  to  that 
one  article,  he  did  not  think  that  he  would  get 
the  resolutions  through  that  night. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  the  time  had 
now  arrived  when  they  should  really  come  to 
some  understanding  in  connection  with  this 
tariff.  The  honourable  member  for  Waipawa 
smiled ;  but  they  could  not  expect  anything 
else  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  when  a 
serious  matter  like  this  was  before  the  country. 
Honourable  members  knew  how  the  honour- 
able member  suoceeded  in  stonewalling  this 
measure  the  other  night.  He  was  going  to  talk 
seriously  about  this  matter. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  if  the  honourable  member 
was  in  order  in  saying  that  he  (Mr.  Hall)  had 
stonewalled. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  what  he  did  think 
was  this:  that  they  should  have  the  tariff 
submitted  to  them  in  a  proper  form,  and  the 
country  should  understand  what  the  Treasurer 
intended.  The  whole  commerce  of  New  Zea- 
land from  end  to  end  was  upset  just  now  in 
connection  with  this  wretched  tinkering  with 
the  tariff  during  the  last  two  months.  The 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
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Collin 8)  interrupted  him.  He  was  discussing  a 
question  very  important  to  the  people  of  the 
country.  It  might  not  affect  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself,  but  it  oertainly  affected 
his  Ghristohurch  constituents.  The  honour- 
able gentleman's  constituents  had  been  protest- 
ing against  the  awful  tariff  which  had  been  pro- 
posed. Here  they  had  the  Treasurer  coming 
down  and  reading  out  a  schedule  of  boots,  and 
referring  to  sizes  which  did  not  exist  at  all. 
The  tariff  ought  to  be  thoroughly  thought  out 
and  understood  before  it  was  brought  down 
to  the  House.  There  were  orders  which  were 
now  being  countermanded  at  Home,  and  there 
were  orders  landing  from  Home  in  regard  to 
which  the  consignees  did  not  know  what  to 
do  with  the  stuff.  Some  were  contemplating 
reshipping  the  stuff  again  to  some  freer  country. 
'  Mr.  HALL  asked  whether  the  honourable 
member  was  in  order  in  imputing  stonewalling 
to  him. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  term  was  not 
parliamentary. 

Mr.  MACKINTOSH  said  the  question  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  was  im- 
mensely important.  The  whole  country  was 
waiting  to  know  what  our  tariff  was;  therefore 
every  respeot  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  honour- 
able member's  remarks. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  certainly  had  no  desire 
in  any  way  to  waste  a  moment's  time  of  the 
House ;  but  if  honourable  members  were  aware 
of  the  state  commerco  has  fallen  into  from  one 
end  of  New  Zealand  to  the  other  during  the  last 
six  weeks  they  would  desire  to  have  a  speedy 
settlement  of  this  question.  He  wished  to  see 
this  question  settled.  He  received  a  letter 
from  a  tea  merchant  yesterday  in  which  be 
stated  that  he  had  cleared  25,0001b.  of  tea  at 
5d.  a  pound,  and  now  the  duty  was  to  be 
brought  down  tc  3d.  The  previous  amend- 
ment of  the  tariff  gave  people  no  indication 
of  what  the  Government  intended  to  carry  out. 
It  was  now  proposed  to  amend  the  duty  on  tea 
so  as  to  be  3d.  a  pound  up  to  the  31st  December. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Packet  tea? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— No ;  all  tea.  Sir,  I 
sincerely  regret  that,  owing  to  the  dreadful 
noise  and  the  constant  interruptions,  it  is  im- 
possible to  go  on  discussing  this  matter. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  honourable  member 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  pointed  out  that,  as 
regarded  tea,  there  was  a  very  great  grievance. 
He  desired  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  this:  that  under  the  previous  resolution  the 
duty  on  tea  was  now  3d.  per  pound.  The  Trea- 
surer had  now  announced  that  to-morrow  tea 
would  be  5d.  again.  It  was  extraordinary  to 
see  the  Government  blundering  and  flounder- 
ing in  this  way— playing  with  the  commerce  of 
the  country  in  this  disgraceful  fashion.  There 
was  no  alternative,  however,  but  to  get  these 
amendments  put  through  ;  and,  whatever  they 
might  think  of  the  proposals,  discussion  at  the 
present  stage  was  only  a  waste  of  time.    He 

4  oq  did  not  think  he  had  ever  seen  suoh 
'  blundering  as  the  Government  had  dis- 
played over  this  tariff.  But  the  commerce  of 
the  country  could  not  be  stopped ;  therefore 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


the  Government  must  get  their  way,  and  any 
discussion  at  the  present  time  was  a  mere  waste 
of  time.  He  trusted  that,  however  much  they 
disagreed  with  the  tariff  proposals,  the  House 
would  reserve  any  discussion  upon  them  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  so  that  they  might 
get  on  with  the  business  of  the  country. 

Captain  RUSSELL  joined  in  the  recom- 
mendation made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  in  agreeing 
that  the  Government  should  be  allowed  to  put 
these  proposals  through.  At  tho  same  time  he 
maintained  that  the  House  ought  to  insist  that 
before  they  did  any  other  business  they  should 
dispose  of  this  Tariff  Bill :  that  they  should  not 
be  asked  to  go  on  with  the  Alcoholic  Liquors- 
Bill  that  day,  but  forthwith  go  on  with  the 
second  reading  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  passing  these- 
resolutions  first,  so  that  they  might  finish  the 
whole  question  for  this  session  at  least.  If 
they  did  not  follow  that  course,  they  did  not 
know  but  that  another  series  of  resolutions 
might  be  brought  down  next  day,  once  more 
altering  the  tariff.  He  hoped  the  House,  apart 
from  all  other  considerations,  would  only  think 
of  the  true  interests  of  the  country,  and  have 
no  more  tinkering  with  the  tariff,  but  forth- 
with discuss  the  schedules  and  say  what  they 
really  meant  to  make  the  law  of  the  country. 
He  hoped  the  resolutions  would  be  formally 
passed,  and  he  urged  the  House  once  more  to 
consider  the  necessity  of  insisting  that  the  tariff 
question  should  be  dealt  with  before  any  other 
question  was  touched. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  very  much  pleased  to 
find  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  taking  the  sound  common- 
sense  view  he  had  done  of  the  situation.  Of 
course  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  honourable 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House  would  misa 
the  opportunity  of  saying  an  unkind  word  or  of 
making  capital  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  expected  that  to  be  done,  and,  what 
was  more,  he  neither  resented  nor  found  fault 
with  it.  As  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Opposition,  the  honourable  gentleman  was. 
quite  justified  in  taking  the  course  he  had 
taken,  and  in  saying  what  he  had  said.  He 
complimented  him  on  telling  the  House  and 
the  country  what  should  be  done,  and  that  waa 
that  they  ought  to  get  these  resolutions  agreed 
to,  and  that  they  ought  to  go  on  with  the  Bill 
and  get  the  tariff  set  up.  The  longer  it  was 
delayed  of  course  the  more  he  knew  there  would 
be  influences  brought  to  bear,  and  members 
would  be  twitted  with  various  things,  and  on 
one  ground  and  another  objections  would  be 
taken.  Now,  what  were  the  proposals  to-day  ?* 
When  the  original  proposal  with' regard  to  the 
reduction  on  tea  was  brought  down  they  were 
told  that  the  reduction  of  Id.  per  pound  would 
not  go  to  the  consumer. 
vMr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  honourable  gentle- 
man not  to  prolong  the  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  no  wieh  to  do  bo. 
Then,  when  subsequently  tea  was  reduced  to 
an  amount  that  would  give  a  direct  benefit  to 
the  consumer,  they  had  to  make  good  tho 
revenue  lost  in  that  way,  and  therefore  a  duty 
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was  pat  on  tho  island  fruit.  Honourable  mem- 
bers and  the  country,  he  might  say,  had 
objected  to  that.  Then,  when  this  source  of 
revenue  was  found  to  have  to  go,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  go  back  on  the  proposal  with  regard  to 
tea :  that  was  a  natural  sequence.  There  was 
already  an  amount  of  tea  that  had  been 
cleared  at  the  reduction  of  Id.  per  pound  in 
duty,  and  it  was  to  enable  those  who  had  these 
stocks  in  hand  to  dispose  of  them  that  it  was 
proposed  to  retain  the  5d.  a  pound  duty  till  the 
end  of  the  year.  This  had  always  been  done  in 
similar  cases  in  the  other  colonies.  Therefore 
they  would  go  on  till  the  end  of  the  year  with 
the  Id.  reduction,  so  that  the  importers  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  work  off  their  stocks, 
and  they  would  give  the  benefit  of  the  2d.  per 

Jound  reduction  from  and  after  the  1st  of 
anuary  next.  Those  were  the  proposals.  As 
regarded  boots  and  shoes,  it  was  quite  evident 
that  there  a  lump  sum  of  2s.  per  pair  would 
not  work  easily.  A.  fair  attempt  was  made  to 
get  over  that  difficulty  in  the  schedule,  and 
they  could  consider  that  in  Committee  on  the 
Bill.  He  would  give  members  time  to  under- 
stand the  schedule  by  taking  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  the  following  day,  and  then 
going  on  with  it  until  it  was  finished. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— At  half-past  two? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes,  at  half  past  two  on 
the  following  day.  He  hoped  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  would  not  have  any  proposals  or 
amendments  to  make  to  delay  the  passing  of 
the  Bill,  but  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  go 
on  with  it  and  deal  with  it  on  its  merits.  The 
position  now  was  this— and  he  asked,  and  he 
thought,  after  what  had  been  said,  members 
would  unanimously  agree  to  it :  that  they  should 
formally  approve  of  the  resolutions,  because  if 
that  were  not  done,  as  stated  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie), 
both  as  regarded  the  duty  on  fruit  and  the 
duty  on  boots,  it  would  put  them  back  for  Bix 
months.  It  was  necessary  therefore  to  pass 
the  resolutions  formally,  and  go  on  with  the 
Bill  next  dav. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  asked  when  the  schedule 
would  be  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  afternoon. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  Premier  a 
short  time  ago  stated,  in  reply  to  an  inter- 
jection from  himself  (Mr.  Russell),  that  the 
member  who  made  a  mistake  on  Friday  night 
was  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton.  He 
at  any  rate  had  no  record  against  him  of 
having  turned  tail  in  the  compass  of  forty-eight 
hours,  but  the  Premier  and  the  Government 
had,  and  so  had  nearly  the  whole  of  their  party. 
Therefore  if  any  one  had  made  a  mistake  it  was 
the  Premier,  the  Government,  and  those  mem- 
bers of  their  party  who  were  now  asked  to  undo 
what  they  had  done  on  Friday  night.  Let 
that  position  be  clearly  understood.  What  was 
the  position  on  Friday  night?  It  was  that 
an  amendment  was  moved  by  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  in  the  exeroise  of  his 
rights ;  and  yet,  solely  because  it  was  moved  by 
that  honourable  gentleman,  the  whole  force 
and  strength  of  the  Government  was  thrown 


against  it,  beoause  they  did  not  wish  to  receive 
what  had  been  termed  "a  slap  in  the  face." 
Surely,  however,  the  Government  were  now 
giving  the  members  of  their  own  party  not 
merely  a  slap  in  the  face,  but  a  kick  behind. 
Every  man  who  followed  the  Government  on 
Friday  night  and  voted  to  put  that  duty  on 
island  fruit  on  Saturday  morning,  and  voted 
to-night  that  that  duty  be  rescinded  to-morrow 
morning,  was  the  subject  of  insult  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  had  been  dragged  through  the 
dirt.  He  hoped  they  relished  their  position. 
He  did  not  wish  to  be  placed  in  such  a  position,, 
and  did  not  intend  to  be.  The  Government 
had  now  come  down  with  tariff  number  five. 
They  had  the  first  tariff  on  the  80th  of  July ; 
the  second  on  the  14th  of  August ;  the  third  on 
Friday  night  last ;  the  fourth  in  the  Tariff  Bill 
itself,  which  was  quite  different  from  any  of  the 
resolutions;  the  fifth  they  had  brought  down 
that  day ;  and  the  next  day  they  might  have  a 
sixth  tariff.  Was  there  ever  such  an  evidence  of 
blundering  incapacity  on  the  part  of  a  Govern- 
ment since  the  colony  started?  Then,  when 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  came  down  with  these 
amended  resolutions  to-day,  he  referred  to 
them  as  being  part  of  the  schedule  of  the  Bill, 
whereas  that  Bill  was  not  before  the  House  at 
all ;  and,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
interrupted  with  questions  from  all  sides  of  the 
House,  he  did  not  even  know  the  position  of 
affairs  himself.  Were  they  improving  matters 
by  the  resolutions  they  were  asked  to  pass  that 
day  ?  So  far  as  boots  were  conoerned,  the  pro- 
posals required  very  careful  scrutiny  indeed. 
In  fact,  they  seemed  to  be  more  like  a  Chinese 
puzzle  than  proposals  for  laying  down  a  tariff 
on  boots  which  would  work  easily  and  smoothly. 
The  Premier  yielded  the  position  entirely  on 
the  question  of  tea.    If,  however,  ho  had  the 

Eluck  to  put  a  duty  of  ljd.  a  gallon  on  beer 
e  could  raise  £30,000  withouc  the  slightest 
trouble,  and  be  able  to  leave  the  tea  duty  where 
it  now  stood  at  3d.  per  pound.  An  increase  of 
the  beer  duty  had  been  suggested  by  himself 
(Mr.  Russell)  in  his  speech  on  the  Financial 
Statement;  subsequently  it  had  also  been 
suggested  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  It 
was  suggested  to  the  House  in  the  motion 
given  notice  of  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Chalmers ;  it  was  suggested,  in  fact,  on  all 
sides  of  the  House;  and  he  (Mr.  Russell)  be- 
lieved that  Buch  a  proposal  as  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  of  ljd.  a  gallon  on  beor  would  go 
through  with  comparative  ease. 
Mr.  HALL.— Move  it. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  let  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  the  members  of  his  party 
ask  the  Premier  to  do  it.  His  impression 
was  that  before  the  tariff  was  finally  passed 
the  Government  would  have  to  face  the  musio 
so  far  as  beer  was  concerned,  and  put  on 
this  duty  of  ljd.  a  gallon.  His  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Invercargill  suggested 
to  him  3d.  a  gallon,  but  he  did  not  wish  to 
go  to  an  extreme ;  l£d.  a  gallon  would  do. 
It  was  not  fair  for  the  Premier  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  duty  placed  on  tea,  because  he  was 
not  free  to  putr  a  duty  on  beer.    Why  should 
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they  be  dominated  by  a  brewers'  ring,  and 
-why  should  they  be  told  that  they  might  touch 
everything  else,  but  that  they  must  not  touch 
the  beer-cask  when  the  money  oould  be  raised 
in  that  way?  So  far  as  the  whole  thing  was 
concerned  he  was  ashamed  of  the  Government. 
To  say  that  a  Government  who,  day  after  day, 
were  coming  down  with  alterations  to  the  tariff, 
-and  who  were  responsible  for  all  this  tinkering 
with  the  trade  of  the  oolony, — moving  on  Friday 
jiight  resolutions  to  impose  certain  duties,  and 
on  the  Tuesday  following  making  a  matter  of 
urgency  the  taking- off  of  the  very  duties  they 
had  so  recently  put  on, — were  a  Government 
that  were  leading  the  House,  was  absurd.  The 
Government  were  not  leading  the  House.  The 
Premier  sometimes  called  out  that  the  left 
wing  would  not  be  allowed  to  lead  the  Govern- 
ment. They  had  done  so  in  this  case.  The 
Government  were  unable  to  lead  the  House, 
and  the  whole  oolony  had  been  dragged  through 
the  dirt,  owing  to  the  incapacity  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  matter. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  agreed  with  a  great  deal 
of  what  the  honourable  member  for  Riccar- 
ton  had  said;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
honourable  gentleman's  remarks  would  have 
more  force  and  effect  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  He  suggested  that  the  Government 
should  take  off  the  duty  on  fruit,  put  the  duty 
hack  on  the  tea,  and  leave  the  others  to  stand 
over.  He  agreed  that  the  proposal  with  regard 
to  boots  required  careful  scrutiny.  He  must 
say  that  he  thought  the  sooner  they  got  this 
matter  settled  that  afternoon  the  better.  At 
the  present  time  they  were  engaging  in  another 
debate  which  would  have  to  be  gone  over  again 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WARD  would  be  very  glad  to  comply 
with  the  honourable  member's  very  reasonable 
suggestion  were  it  not  that  they  would  have  to 
go  into  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  again 
to  propose  it.  It  would  be  much  better  to  have 
these  resolutions  passed,  and  have  a  debate  on 
the  matter  when  the  Tariff  Bill  was  before  the 
House.  As  one  or  two  honourable  members  had 
stated  that  one  of  the  sizes  of  boots  he  had 
Tead  out  in  the  resolution  was  incorrect,  he 
desired  to  state  that  he  was  quite  correct  as  to 
the  size.  Perhaps  he  had  not  made  the  posi- 
tion clear.  The  sizes  referred  to  were  7  to  1, 
and  these  were  special  sizes,  and  known  in  the 
trade  as  "  maids'." 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  everybody  knew  it 
except  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha. 

Mr.  WARD  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  a  de- 
bate at  that  stage,  or  to  discuss  the  pros  and 
cons  of  the  proposed  alterations.  He  simply 
desired  that  the  resolutions  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  said  he  was  one  of  those 
who  had  been  accused  of  having  blundered  in 
.regarding  sizes  7  to  1  as  women's  boots.  He 
was  quite  aware  that  7  to  1  were  not  women's 
sizes.  0  to  3  and  4  to  6  were  children's ;  6  to 
13  were  girls' ;  1  and  2  were  maids' ;  2  to  7 
were  women's;  6  to  11  were  men's;  10  to  13 
were  boys' ;  and  1  to  5  were  youths'.  He  had 
been  long  enough  in  the  trade  to  know  that. 
Mr.  Q.  W.  Russell 


Mr.  WILSON  wanted  to  know  if  these  reso- 
lutions would  form  part  of  the  schedule  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  WILSON. — Or  would  members  have  an 
opportunity  of  voting  again  on  the  subject  of 
the  schedule  of  the  BUI  ? 

Mr.  §EDDON  said,  Yes. 

Mr.  PIRANI  just  desired  to  say  a  word  to 
the  Premier.  He  wished  to  point  out  to  him 
that  if  he  had  taken  his  (Mr.  Pirani's)  sugges- 
tion on  Saturday  morning  in  reference  to  post- 
poning the  imposition  of  these  fruit  duties 
until  the  Bill  was  passed  he  would  have  avoided 
all  this  trouble.  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  on  Saturday  morning  that  that  could 
not  be  done— that  it  was  impossible  to  do  that. 
He  (Mr.  Pirani)  would  refresh  the  honourable 
gentleman's  memory.  If  he  would  look  at 
page  534  of  May's  "  Parliamentary  Practice," 
edition  of  1893,  he  would  find  that  that  course 
had  been  adopted  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  could  easily  have  been  adopted  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said,  with  referenoe 
to  the  question  of  boots,  the  list  of  the  sizes 
was  obtained  by  the  Tariff  Commission  from  a 
deputation  of  shoemakers  at  Christchurch,  and 
the  member  for  Avon  was  present  on  that  occa- 
sion. Youths'  boots  were  sizes  1  to  5 ;  men's 
boots,  6  to  11 ;  women's  boots,  2  to  7  ;  child- 
ren's boots,  called  "under  sizes,"  7  to  1;  in- 
fants' boots,  4  to  6 ;  extra-small  infants'  sizes, 
0  to  3.  And  the  Colonial  Treasurer  said 
women's  boots,  sizes  7  to  1,  were  a  certain  duty, 
when  there  were  no  such  sizes  in  women's 
boots. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  they  understood  that  to 
be  a  blunder  at  the  time. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  understood  the  Treasurer's  state- 
ments were  blunders  he  had  no  right  to  say  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  right  in  his  blunders, 
when  he  was  wrong. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  position  was  perfectly 
clear,  and  he  had  communicated  with  some  of 
the  boot-establishments  in  this  city  by  tele- 
phone. Girls'  and  maids'  sizes  were  7  to  1, 
and  he  thought  honourable  gentlemen  who 
understood  the  boot  trade  would  have  under- 
stood that.  This  was  perfectly  right:  girls'  and 
maids'. 

Mr.  MACKINTOSH  wished  to  say  two  or  three 
words.  There  was  no  question  that  oould  pos- 
sibly engage  the  attention  of  the  House  like 
the  question  of  the  tariff.  It  had  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  English  House  of  CommonB 
for  centuries.  Changes  in  the  tariff  were  of 
immense  importance,  and  any  interference  with 
it  should  be  conducted  by  the  House  with  the 
greatest  care. 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  think  the  House  would 
accuse  him  of  wasting  time.  During  the  whole 
of  the  debate  he  had  spoken  only  once,  and 
that  for  ten  minutes.  He  had  kept  tally  of 
the  times  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
had  spoken,  and  had  counted  up  to  ten,  and 
thought  he  must  have  spoken  fully  ten  times 
since  then.    If  all  honourable  members  were 
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to  waste  time  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Clatha  did,  where  would  they  be  ?  The  honour- 
able member  for  Riocarton  said  they  were 
called  upon  to  eat  their  words  beoause  of  the 
way  they  had  voted  the  other  evening.  He 
would  recommend  that  honourable  gentleman 
to  take  the  advice  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  who  had 
said  this  was  not  the  time  to  amend  these 
resolutions.  The  honourable  member  for  Rio- 
carton had  stood  up  time  and  again  to  discuss 
them.  Every  sensible  man  in  the  House  ad- 
mitted that  this  was  no  time  to  discuss  the 
tariff.  When  they  had  voted  the  other  night 
they  knew  the  duty  on  oranges  was  only  to 
remain  on  four  or  five  days,  until  such  time 
as  the  Tariff  Bill  came  into  Committee.  He 
■aid  this  because  he  wished  to  show  that 
honourable  members  on  the  Government  side 
of  the  House  were  quite  as  much  alive  as  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  that  they  were 
not  in  the  habit  of  eating  their  words.  When 
the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton  came  to 
have  more  grit  in  his  character, — when  they 
came  to  find  he  was  a  man  who  could  be 
trusted, — then  he  would  gain  the  respect  of  the 
House  ;  but  he  ventured  to  say  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  now  politically  respected 
on  either  side  of  the  House.  There  were  not 
two  members  of  the  House  who  could  agree 
upon  any  two  things  hardly  in  connection  with 
the  tariff:  then  how  could  the  Government 
doit? 

Hon.  Members. — Nonsense  1 

Mr.  HALL  said  an  honourable  gentleman 
said  "  Nonsense!  "  but  if  he  (Mr.  Hall)  were  in 
the  habit  of  standing  up  and  talking  half  the 
nonsense  the  honourable  gentleman  did,  he 
would  be  ashamed  of  himself.  He  had  asked 
two  honourable  members  if  a  duty  should  be 
imposed  on  tea,  and  one  had  said  "  Yes,"  and 
the  other  **  No."  How  could  the  Government 
bring  in  a  tariff  that  would  suit  all  sides  and 
all  parties  ?  It  was  impossible.  All  they  could 
do  was  to  get  to  know,  as  far  as  possible,  what 
the  feeling  of  the  country  and  of  honourable 
members  was,  and,  above  all,  to  get  such  evi- 
dence as  would  put  them  upon  the  right  track 
in  regard  to  the  imposition  of  equitable  duties. 
As  for  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha, 
what  had  he  done  ?    He  had  got  an  appendix 

Sut  to  the  Tariff  Commission's  report  to  say  he 
issented ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  honour- 
able gentleman  had  voted  on  the  side  of  duties 
all  through. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion. He  had  looked  up  the  time-book  of 
Friday  night's  debate,  and  found  that  he  spoke 
three  times  during  the  evening,  while  the 
honourable  member  for  Waipawa  had  Bpoken 
twice. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  he  understood  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  on  island  fruit,  assented  to  on 
Friday  evening,  was  now  to  be  abolished.  This 
seemed  like  making  two  bites  at  a  cherry.  In 
the  part  of  the  colony  he  came  from  the  people 
were  as  much  interested  in  other  kinds  of  fruit 
as  honourable  members  from  other  parts  of 


the  colony  were  interested  in  island  fruit.  Of 
course,  they  were  told  that  they  were  wasting 
time,  and  that  a  great  deal  of  time  had  been 
wasted ;  but  the  Committee,  in  its  wisdom,  had 
agreed  to  impose  a  duty  on  the  whole  of  the 
fruit  as  submitted  in  the  Treasurer's  proposal, 
but  now  the  Treasurer  came  down  and  asked 
them  to  assist  him  in  taking  off  the  duty 
agreed  to  on  Saturday  morning  on  certain- 
fruits,  while  the  duty  on  other  fruits— namely r 
apples  and  pears— "was  left  untouched.  He 
would  like  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
what  the  reason  was  for  leaving  this  heavy  duty 
on  apples  and  pears,  and  why  he  did  not  give 
the  same  consideration  to  that  class  of  fruit  as 
to  the  other.  The  constituents  that  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent  were  much  more  interested 
in  that  class  of  fruit  than  in  island  fruits. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
would  have  an  opportunity  later  on  of  dealing* 
with  that. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  it  was  highly  refreshing  to 
hear  the  Premier,  and  especially  to  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  sat  behind  him  (Mr. 
Hall),  talk  about  wasting  time,  and  to  be  told 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa  had 
not  stonewalled  on  Saturday  morning.  He 
found  that  things  were  known  by  different 
names,  although  they  were  the  same.  He 
had  no  doubt  the  Premier  would  tell  them 
that  he  had  not  wasted  any  time  at  about  one- 
o'clock  on  Saturday  morning. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  did  not ;  we  made  very 
good  use  of  it. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  no  doubt  that  was  so  from 
the  Premier's  point  of  view — remarkably  good 
use.  He  had  told  them  he  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  doing  anything  of  the  kind ;  but  he  thought 
that  the  Premier  for  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  had  been  rather  a  good  hand  at  stone- 
walling ;  and  the  gentleman  who  sat  behind  the 
Premier,  and  who  did  not  know  what  stone- 
walling was,  if  he  was  as  successful  on  other 
occasions  when  the  Premier  wanted  time  to 
convert  a  minority  into  a  majority,  and  make 
friends  of  those  on  his  (Mr.  Green's)-  side  of  the* 
House,  with  a  little  more  experience  would 
be  as  good  a  stone  waller  as  the  Premier  used 
to  be  considered  to  be,  and  as  he  and  his  friends 
proved  to  be  on  Saturday  morning.  He  wanted 
to  know  if  they  would  not  take  the  duty  off 
apples  and  pears  as  well  as  off  other  kinds  of 
fruit.  If  the  Treasurer  would  do  that,  he  would 
not  waste  any  time. 

Mr.  McLAOHLAN  hoped  the  Premier  would 
agree  to  separate  oranges  and  other  fruits  from 
linseed-oil.  It  was  a  most  unsavoury  lot,  taken 
altogether. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  he  understood  that 
these  resolutions  were  only  tentative  —  that 
they  would  have  a  full  opportunity  to  speak, 
upon  them  at  the  right  time ;  but  that  this  was 
an  emergency  motion,  with  which  they  must- 
deal  at  once. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  in  reply  to  the  last  speaker,, 
he  would  remark  that  honourable  members, 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  distinct, 
vote  on  eaoh  of  these  items.  This  was  merely 
a  resolution  to  enable  the  matter  to  be  put  in* 
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-such  a  position  that  it  could  be  discussed  on  the 
Tariff  Bill.  The  honourable  member  for  Ash- 
burton  would  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  for 
or  against  linseed-oil  proposals,  as  the  ques- 
tions would  be  put  separately.  In  reply  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Waikouaiti,  he  would 
say  the  reason  why  the  duty  on  apples  and 
pears  was  not  removed  was  that  those  fruits 
were  grown  all  over  the  colony  in  very  large 

•  quantities,  and  it  was  a  matter  upon  which 
there  was  not  nearly  so  much  diversity  of 
opinion  as  upon  the  other  question.  He  might 
also  say  that  there  was  not  anything  like  the 
unanimity  of  opinion  regarding  the  remission  of 
the  duty  on  fruit  that  some  honourable  mem- 
bers, speakingon  behalf  of  their  respective  con- 
stituencies, appeared   to  think.    He,  and  the 

-  Government  of  course,  had  received  communi- 
cations from  all  over  the  country,  and  he  might 
tell  the  House  that  there  were  strong  resolu- 
tions passed  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
urging  that  the  duty  should  be  kept  on  fruit. 
It  was  not  at  all,  as  some  honourable  members 
seemed  to  think,  the  general  wish  that  the  fruit 
duty  should  be  remitted ;  but  a  decision  had 
been  arrived  at  to  remit  it,  and  it  was  necessary, 
if  they  were  going  to  remit  the  duty  on  fruit 
■  and  other  items,  to  put  the  duty  on  something 
else.  Therefore  the  proposal  was  to 
amend  the  tea  duty. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  would  like  to  refer 
for  one  moment  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Waipawa,  who  Raid  that  on  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  voted  for  the  duties 
throughout,  and  that  his  votes  were  different 
altogether  from  the  appendix  to  the  report. 

Mr.  HALL.  —Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — If  the  honourable 
gentleman  saw  the  division-lists  he  would  find 
that  he  was  entirely  wrong.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  he  did  not  speak  often  in 
that  House.  They  did  not  expect  him  to  speak 
at  all.  They  only  expected  him  to  vote.  He 
voted  as  he  was  told.  He  voted  in  the  opposite 
lobby  on  Friday  night  to  put  a  duty  on  oranges, 
and  this  afternoon  he  would  vote  in  another 
lobby  to  take  it  off.  There  was  a  person  named 
Solomon  who  said  that  certain  persons  were 
considered  wise  if  they  held  their  tongues,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  might  take  that 
advice  to  himself.  He  begged  to  reply  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  honourable  member 
attacked  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  had  not  the  respect  of 
this  side  of  the  House.    He  did  not  bow  to  the 

•  Government  whip  so  much  as  Mr.  Hall. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  it  very  improper  to  put  a 
misconstruction  on  his  words.  He  did  not  say 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton  had 
not  the  respect  of  that  House.  He  said  he  had 
not  the  political  respect  of  that  House. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  really  thought  they 
ought  to  tackle  this  tariff  business  in  a  more 
exhaustive  manner,  and  they  ought  not  to  be 
confined  to  the  bare  resolution  about  the  fruit 
duties.  He  thought  the  Government  ought  to 
face  the  position  now  and  bring  down  the 
Mr.  Ward 


Tariff  Bill,  and  not  bring  down  the  tariff  in  this 
piecemeal  order. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  wished  to  know  if  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  going  to  deal  with  the 
Questions  of  linseed-oil  and  tea  and  boots  that 
day ;  or  was  he  only  going  to  deal  with  fruit  ? 

Mr.  WARD  thought  he  made  the  position 
perfectly  clear  in  reply  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ashburton.  The  resolutions  carried  the 
whole  of  them.  There  would  be  an  oppor- 
tunity when  the  Tariff  Bill  came  down  of  deal- 
ing seriatim  with  these  items,  and  members 
could  vote  for  or  against  them.  In  the  mean- 
time they  were  dealing  with  the  question  in 
the  ordinary  way. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said,  then  he  understood 
they  should  deal  with  tea  as  well  as  fruit  at 
present.  Very  well.  He  would  have  an  amend- 
ment to  move  before  they  dealt  with  oranges 
and  island  fruit.  He  thought,  if  they  could  deal 
with  tea,  linseed-oil,  and  boots  that  afternoon, 
they  could  deal  with  fruit  generally.  He  would 
move,  That  apples,  pears,  et  cetera,  Id.  per 
pound,  be  added  to  the  free-list.  He  thought 
they  decided  on  Saturday  morning  in  regard  to 
island  fruit.  They  all  knew  that  the  Govern- 
ment set  up  a  deliberate  stonewall,  that  they 
hunted  the  town  around  for  members,  that  they 
begged  and  prayed  of  members  to  come  to  their 
assistance,  and  now,  on  the  next  sitting-day, 
they  came  and  asked  the  House  to  undo  that. 
He  thought  the  time  had  come  now  when  they 
should  deal  with  this  question  once  and  for  all, 
and  at  any  race  he  would  divide  the  House  on 
the  different  items  as  to  whether  members  were 
going  to  put  a  tariff  on  fruit  or  were  going  to 
have  it  free.  This  imposition  of  Id.  per  pound 
on  fruit  was  really  a  most  scandalous  imposi- 
tion, and  altogether  against  the  canons  and  prin- 
ciples of  Liberalism,  which  honourable  mem- 
bers were  returned  to  that  House  to  uphold; 
because  if  there  was  one  principle  of  Liberalism 
above  another  it  was  that  the  food-supply  of 
the  publio  should  be  free  of  duty.  He  did  not 
wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House.  He 
quite  understood  that  they  should  come  to 
some  conclusion  with  regard  to  this.  This 
course  which  the  Government  were  taking 
time  after  time  only  showed  that  they  had 
absolutely  no  conception  of  dealing  with  the 
tariff  of  the  colony.  It  was  quite  evident  the 
Commission  they  put  up  was  put  up  for  other 
purposes  than  merely  gathering  together  the 
data  all  round  the  country  as  to  the  interests 
involved.  When  that  report  came  down  it  was 
thrown  into  the  waste-paper  basket.  The  move 
after  move  which  the  Government  had  made 
had  proved  not  only  to  the  House,  but  to  the 
country,  that  they  had  absolutely  no  grasp 
with  regard  to  the  trade  requirements  of  the 
colony.  He  would  ask  for  the  Chairman's 
guidance  as  to  whether  he  could  move  an 
amendment  prior  to  the  resolution  touching 
island  fruit  being  passed  or  after.  He  wished 
to  have  the  Chairman's  decision. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  on  the  point  of  order, 
the  resolutions  that  were  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee  
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Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  there  was  no  point  of 
order.  He  was  asking  the  Chairman  a  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
has  asked  for  information. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW.— Not  of  you,  though. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  position  was  this: 
There  were  certain  resolutions  before  the  Com- 
mittee. These  resolutions  must  first  of  all  be 
dealt  with.  What  took  place  on  Friday  night 
was  to  strike  out  certain  items.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  propose  to  strike  out, 
but  to  move  certain  exemptions,  and  to  place 
apples  and  certain  other  fruits  on  the  free-list. 
On  the  point  of  order,  his  contention  was  that 
they  must  first  deal  with  these  resolutions,  and 
then  deal  with  any  subsequent  resolutions  that 
might  be  put  to  the  Chair,  and  which  might  be 
in  proper  order.  On  Friday  night  the  motion 
was  to  strike  out  these  items — not  to  put  them 
on  the  list. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  submitted  that,  seeing 
these  resolutions  were  down,  he  was  perfectly 
in  order  in  moving  to  strike  out  any  one  of 
them,  and  that  second  resolution  would  not  at 
all  bar  him  from  moving  to  strike  out  any  item 
in  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  did  not  understand  what 
the  difference  was  between  the  position  with 
regard  to  oranges  and  the  position  with  regard 
to  apples.  The  Committee  decided  to  deal 
with  them  both  in  the  resolution.  In  both 
oases  the  Government  carried  the  Committee. 
Now  the  Government  wished  to  rescind  the 
motion,  and  to  put  oranges  in  the  exemption ; 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
-(Mr.  Earns  haw)  wanted  apples  to  be  put  in  the 
exemption.    There  could  be  no  distinction. 

The  ACTING  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  W.  Hutchi- 
son) said  there  was  a  distinction.  He  thought 
he  would  be  consulting  the  wishes  of  the  House 
generally  by  putting  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  he  wished  to  speak  to 
some  of  them. 

The  ACTING-CHAIRMAN  said  he  thought 
there  had  been  enough  discussion. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Acting- 
Chairman,  under  what  Standing  Order  did  he 
apply  the  closure  ? 

The  ACTING-CHAIRMAN  said  there  oould 
be  no  discussion,  because  these  were  tentative 
resolutions,  and  meant  nothing  more  than  that 
they  could  be  decided  next  day. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  under  what 
Standing  Order  the  Acting-Chairman  proposed 
to  apply  the  closure. 

The  ACTING-CHAIRMAN  said  the  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton  asked  him  to  give 
the  Standing  Order.  He  had  not  time  to  turn 
them  up.  He  put  it  to  honourable  members 
generally  whether  it  was  not  better  to  get  rid 
of  this  thing  and  discuss  it  in  regular  order. 

Captain  RUSSELL  thought,  though  it  might 
be  desirable  to  get  rid  of  this  resolution,  the 
Committee  would  be  aoting  very  wrongly  by 
allowing  the  discussion  to  be  closed.  One  of 
their  first  privileges  was  free  discussion,  and  no 
question  was  at  all  so  important  as  the  taxa- 


tion of  the  people.    They  must  not  tolerate  the 
discussion  being  closed. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  members  would  not  in 
any  way  allow  themselves  to  be  gagged.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  was  no  urgency  in  passing 
these  resolutions  for  the  next  few  hours.  No- 
thing whatever  could  happen.  If  the  Acting- 
Chairman  did  not  choose  to  sit  there,  there 
were  a  dozeu  others  who  would.  There  was 
one  important  thing,  and  the  Hous6  must  see 
it,  that  on  Friday  night  the  House  agreed  that 
the  tea  duty,  for  instance,  should  be  3d.  All 
Saturday  and  all  that  day  people  could  have 
cloared  all  their  bonds;  and  now  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  put  the  duty  up  to  5d.,and 
any  man  who  had  cleared  tea  on  Saturday 
and  Monday  had  made  a  clear  profit  of  2d.  a 
pound.  Those  people  who  had  cleared  within 
the  last  six  weeks  rice  or  kerosene  or  tea  or 
matches  had  made  a  handsome  thing.  And 
now  the  duty  was  put  on  again,  having  given 
two  days'  notice.  In  that  morning's  paper  it 
was  stated  that  a  large  quantity  of  fruit  had 
not  been  shipped  from  Sydney  in  consequence 
of  this  duty  being  put  on.  Chopping  and 
changing  the  tariff  in  this  way  was  utterly  dis- 
graceful. The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  had  said  this  was  tentative,  but  in  all 
probability  other  resolutions  would  be  brought 
down,  and  as  long  as  this  went  on,  and  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear,  and  the  wires  were  kept 
in  motion,  so  long  should  they  have  further 
resolutions  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  very  amusing  to  hear 
the  honourable  gentleman  talk.  He  did  not 
recognise  the  fact  that  some  of  his  own  constitu- 
ents had  made  strong  recommendations  to  the 
Government,  and  he  got  up  to  show  he  was  in- 
different to  the  tariff  resolutions,  which  honour- 
able members  knew  was  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult things  to  adjust.  There  were  differences 
of  opinion  on  all  sides,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman's  own  constituents  were  asking  for 
important  alterations  in  some  directions  whioh 
the  Government  proposed  giving  effect  to.  He 
was  surprised  at  the  honourable  gentleman. 
What  was  the  oause  of  the  increase  of  the  tea 
duty?  People  in  the  country  believed  that 
fruit  was  an  undesirable  thing  to  tax.  It  was 
to  enable  that  to  be  taken  off  that  they  pro- 
posed to  alter  the  tea  duty.  To  generalise  and 
find  fault  in  the  way  he  did  on  important 
matters  was  not  good  enough.  He  (Mr.  Ward) 
was  not  going  to  sit  there  and  let  the  honour- 
able gentleman  make  these  happy  hits  of  his 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government  while  his 
own  people  were  asking  for  these  alterations 
to  be  made.  He  appealed  to  the  House 
not  to  debate  this  at  all.  Every  member 
who  had  fault  to  find  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  it  on  the  Tariff  Bill :  and 
let  them  do  it  on  the  Tariff  Bill.  Instead  of 
having  these  snap-shots,  it  was  more  in  the 
interests  of  the  work  they  were  doing  that  they 
should  have  full,  free,  and  open  discussion 
when  the  Tariff  Bill  was  before  the  House. 
He  therefore  asked  the  House  to  get  the  reso- 
lutions passed,  and  defer  discussion. 

Mr.  BUTTON  would  simply  recommend  the 
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House  to  cast  the  responsibility  for  these  reso- 
tions  upon  the  Government,  as  it  was  usual  to 
do  under  such  circa  instances,  and  when  the 
Tariff  Bill  came  down  they  could  discuss  it  and 
fight  the  matter  out.  He  should  vote  for  these 
resolutions,  as  he  did  the  other  night,  because 
he  thought  it  was  the  proper  and  usual  course 
to  take.  They  would  have  full  opportunity  of 
debating  the  different  items  when  the  Tariff 
Bill  was  brought  down.  They  would  be  only 
going  over  the  same  ground  again  and  again, 
and  he  would  ask  honourable  members  to 
swallow  the  resolutions  in  the  meantime,  and 
leave  all  the  nausea  in  connection  with  the 
swallowing  of  them  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  entirely  agreed  with  his 
colleague  who  had  just  spoken,  and  he  thought 
it  was  to  be  regretted  that  honourable  mem- 
bers had  spoken  as  they  did,  as  it  would  have  a 
tendency  to  bring  about  a  repetition  of  what 
occurred  on  Friday  night.  That  was  brought 
about  by  an  honourable  gentleman  who  he  felt 
sure,  upon  reflection,  would  not  be  proud  of  his 
connection  with  it.  He  did  not  think  there 
could  be  any  mistake  about  the  position  of 
honourable  members.  Those  who  desired  to 
find  fault  with  the  tariff,  or  to  take  exception  to 
so  me  of  the  sections  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  would 
have  full  opportunity  of  doing  so  when  the 
Tariff  Bill  was  before  them.  Discussing  the 
tariff  now  was  simply  wasting  time. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  was  all  very  well  to  talk 
about  not  saying  anything  at  all  upon  these 
resolutions,  and  in  the  ordinary  course  of  busi- 
ness they  would  not  do  so.  But  this  was  not 
an  ordinary  occasion  at  all.  When  the  first 
set  of  resolutions  came  before  the  House  they 
were  ready  to  let  them  go  through  without  dis- 
oussion,  but  they  found  that  instead  of  one  set 
of  resolutions  there  were  four  or  five  submitted, 
and  he  never  knew  of  such  a  state  of  things 
existing  in  any  Parliament  at  all.  It  was  ap- 
parent that  the  Government  were  unable  to 
draw  up  a  tariff,  for  they  had  had  five  at- 
tempts at  it,  and  then  they  had  not  done  it. 
He  thought,  therefore,  the  best  thing  they  could 
do  was  to  put  these  resolutions  into  shipshape 
order,  and  then  perhaps  they  would  not  require 
to  take  up  so  muoh  time  over  them  on  the 
following  day.  They  found  the  Government 
ooming  down  one  day  with  one  set  of  resolu- 
tions and  another  on  the  next  day.  The  fact 
was,  the  Government  was  unable  to  draw  up  a 
tariff. 

Mr.  WARD. — Give  us  one  practical  proposal. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  move  an  amend- 
ment presently,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
wished  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Let  us  get  on  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  business  of  the  country 
would  go  on  in  spite  of  the  Premier.  He 
wanted  to  know  from  the  Treasurer  whether  any 
duties  had  been  collected  on  oranges,  guavas, 
and  bananas.  It  had  been  said,  outside  the 
House  at  any  rate,  that  a  pledge  had  been  given 
to  Government  supporters  that  the  duty  would 
not  be  collected,  even  though  the  resolution 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Button 


Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  absolutely  in* 
correoc. 

Mr.  ALLEN  accepted  the  denial  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  he  was  exceedingly 
glad  to  hear  it,  because  there  had  been  a 
rumour  to  that  effect  both  in  the  lobbies  and 
outside  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  that  a  suggestion 
had  been  made  to  him  to  that  effect,  and  he  had 
reoeived  several  communications  since  Friday, 
asking  that  that  course  should  be  taken.  He 
had  simply  replied  that  the  law  must  be 
obeyed,  and  that  he  would  be  no  party  to  an 
evasion  of  the  law. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  was  exactly  of  the  same- 
opinion. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  very  happy  to  hear  it,  and 
he  only  hoped  that  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  oolleoted  the  duty  on  these  oranges,, 
guavas,  and  bananas  it  would  be  refunded,  and 
he  would  like  to  know  if  he  had.  However,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  wish  them  to- 
attempt  to  put  the  tariff  in  good  order  for  him,, 
he  thought  the  best  thing  they  could  do,  in 
spite  of  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button),  and  those 
other  honourable  members  who  were  indulging 
in  a  lot  of  high-falutin',  was  to  do  it  now. 

Mr.  GBEEN  asked  the  Chairman  if  he  ac- 
cepted the  amendment  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw). 

The  CHAIRMAN.— No. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  would,  then,  move,  That 
progress  be  reported,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker  as  to  whether  the  amend- 
ment could  be  put.  He  thought  it  was  as  well 
to  get  the  matter  settled.  With  all  due  defer- 
ence to  the  Chairman's,  ruling,  he  submitted 
that  his  amendment  was  in  order,  and  he  pre- 
sumed he  was  in  order  in  moving  any  altera- 
tion in  any  of  the  other  items  on  this  main 
resolution. 

Mr.  SEDDON  must  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  refuse  to  vote  for  the  motion  to  report 
progress.  The  ruling  of  the  Chairman  was 
quite  correct,  and  after  they  had  gone  through 
these  resolutions  the  honourable  member  could 
move  his  motion  as  an  additional  resolution. 
At  the  present  time  they  had  resolutions  hefore 
them,  and  he  would  ask  the  House  to  pass 
these  resolutions  at  once,  instead  of  delaying, 
the  business  of  the  country. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  they  were  to  under- 
stand that  they  could  not  make  any  amend- 
ments to  any  resolution. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  honourable  members 
could  bring  up  any  amendment  afterwards. 

Mr.  ALLEN  understood  the  Chairman  to 
rule,  with  regard  to  these  resolutions,  that  no 
amendment  could  be  made  whatever — they 
must  either  reject  them  or  pass  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  submitted  that  that  ruling 
could  not  be  correct,  because  they  had  a  right 
to  alter  resolutions. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  could  strike  out 
words,  but  not  substitute  words. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  believed  they  oould  do  any- 
thing they  pleased.    He  was  quite  sure  the* 
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honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  was  quite 
right,  and  that  the  House  oould  make  suoh 
alterations  as  it  pleased;  and  he  maintained 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  to  allow 
honourable  members  to  vote  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  he  hoped  the  House  would  carry 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  BELL  would  bow  at  once  to  the  Chair- 
man's ruling,  but  if  that  ruling  was  correot  it 
did  appear  to  him  that  if  a  resolution  were 
brought  down  to  place  a  heavy  duty  on  boots 
and  upon  oranges  the  country  might  entirely 
approve  of  the  tax  on  oranges  and  disapprove 
of  the  tax  upon  boots ;  then,  under  his  ruling, 
they  would  be  compelled  to  reject  the  whole  of 
the  resolutions. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  BELL  would,  then,  like  to  know  what  it 
meant. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  his  ruling  was  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Earnshaw)  could  not  move  his  amendment  at 
that  time— that  was,  that  the  Committee  oould 
not  strike  out  any  portion  of  the  resolution  with 
regard  to  oranges,  guavas,  and  bananas. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  he  intended  to  vote 
against  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Earnshaw)  on  his  amendment,  but  he 
would  support  him  with  regard  to  the  Speaker 
being  called  in  to  give  his  ruling,  because,  if 
they  were  going  to  have  their  privileges  further 
encroached  upon,  they  might  as  well  retire  and 
let  the  Government  bring  in  what  they  liked. 
However,  he  hoped  the  Chairman  would  recon- 
sider his  decision. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  progress  be  reported." 

Ayes,  23. 


7.30. 


Allen 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Bell 

Lang 
Mackenzie, 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buchanan 

T.    Steward 

Buiok 

Massey 

Thompson,  R. 

Button 

MoLachlan 

Wilson. 

Green 

MoNab 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery      Earnshaw 

Heke 

Newman 
Noes,  31 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Gadman 

Mackintosh 

Saunders 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Collins 

McKenzie,  J.     Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther 

Miller 

Stevens 

Graham 

Mills 

Tanner 

Hall 

Mitohelson 

Thompson,  T. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Ward. 

Houston 

Parata 

Joyce 

Pere 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  W. 

Pinkerton 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Pirani 
Pairs. 

Meredith. 

Far. 

Against. 

Fraser 

Reeves 

Hutchison,  G. 

Carnell 

McGuire 

Duncan 

Stout. 

Flatman. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

VOL.  XC.- 

-19. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  rose  to  a  point 
of  order.  He  had  moved  that  pro- 
gress be  reported,  so  that  the  opinion  of  the* 
Speaker  could  be  got  on  a  certain  question. 
The  House,  in  its  wisdom,  negatived  that  mo- 
tion, but  he  trusted,  now  there  was  a  change 
in  the  Chair,  that  wiser  counsels  would  prevail* 
He  would  ask  the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  as 
to  whether  he  could  add  oertain  words  to  the 
motion  before  the  Committee  to  place  oranges, 
guavas,  bananas,  pineapples,  and  passion-fruit 
on  the  free-list. 

The  CHAIRMAN  understood  that  his  prede- 
cessor in  the  chair  had  already  ruled  upon  the 
question,  and,  that  being  so,  it  was  not  for  him 
to  criticize  or  consider  that  ruling  in  any  way. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  gentleman  in 
the  chair  occupied  the  position  ordinarily  in 
that  House  of  Chairman  of  Committees,  but,  in 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Speaker,  he 
was  now  acting,  so  far  as  the  Parliament  was 
concerned,  in  the  position  of  Speaker.  He 
wished  to  raise  the  question  whether  it  was 
oompetent  for  the  Acting- Speaker  of  the  House 
to  act  as  Chairman  of  Committees,  his  conten- 
tion being  that  the  Chairman,  while  oocupying 
the  position  of  Acting-Speaker,  was  not  capable 
of  taking  the  chair  in  Committee.  The  Stand- 
ing Orders  contemplated  oircumstances  under 
which  it  might  be  necessary  for  the  Committee 
to  resolve  itself  into  the  full  House  in  order  to 
get  an  opinion  from  Mr.  Speaker;  and  the 
point  he  wished  tp  raise  was  this:  Supposing, 
in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  in  that  Com- 
mittee, it  should  be  necessary  for  the  Chair- 
man's ruling  to  be  questioned,  then  the  present 
Chairman,  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  would  have 
to  take  the  chair,  in  order  possibly  to  traverse 
or  deal  with  his  own  ruling.  The  question  was 
a  very  large  one,  and,  as  it  was  the  first  oc- 
casion it  had  happened,  he  asked  the  Chairman 
to  give  his  ruling  upon  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  really  did  not  know  what 
would  be  gained  by  the  honourable  member 
raising  this  question,  unless  it  was  to  delay 
the  business  of  the  country.  The  point  raised 
was  of  a  frivolous  character. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No,  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes,  it  was,  for  this 
reason :  Every  honourable  member  must  know 
that  when  Mr.  Speaker  was  absent  at  night  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  left  his  chair  and 
took  the  Speaker's  chair,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Speaker.  There  was  nothing  in  the  Standing 
Orders  which  bore  the  construction  the  honour- 
able member  said — namely,  that  during  the 
time  that  the  Chairman  of  Committees  was 
acting  as  Speaker,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Speaker,  some  one  else  should  be  appointed 
Chairman  of  Committees. 

Mr.  WARD  might  put  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ricoarton  this  position  :  Supposing,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  business,  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  had  to  come  out  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Speaker,  give  a  decision  in  the  House  as 
Acting- Speaker,  and,  immediately  the  point 
was  decided,  they  went  back  into  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  under  the  honourable  mem- 
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ber's  contention  the  Chairman  would  not  be 
able  to  go  back  and  hear  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House. 

The  CH  A  IBM  AN  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  time  of  the  House  should  be 
further  ocoupied  with  arguments  upon  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riooarton.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
ruling  that  he  was  properly  occupying  his  posi- 
tion as  Chairman  of  Committees.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  asked  what  should  be  done  in 
the  case  of  a  motion  being  made  to  refer  a  dis- 
pute to  the  House  for  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker. 
He  ruled  that  the  ruling  of  the  Acting- Chair- 
man of  Committees  could  not  be  challenged 
except  by  a  motion  made  in  the  House.  No 
doubt  the  motion  would  be  made  at  a  time 
when  there  was  some  authority  in  the  chair 
to  whom  honourable  members  wished  to  ap- 
peal, over  the  head  of  the  Chairman  who  gave 
the  decision  objected  to. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  inclined  to  think 
that  if  any  person  in  temporary  occupation  of 
the  chair  gave  a  decision  which  was  capable  of 
being  disputed  the  Chairman  would  feel  bound 
to  leave  the  chair  in  order  to  get  the  matter 
settled. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  it  was  clearly  laid 
down  in  May  that  a  decision  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  was  just  as  unquestionable  as 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  and  that  it  could 
only  be  questioned  by  a  motion  in  the  House 
challenging  such  ruling. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  point  he  had 
raised  was  that  the  regular  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, when  he  resumed  the  chair,  should 
not  be  bound  by  decisions  that  might  be  erro- 
neously given  by  the  Acting- Chairman. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  the  decision  of 
the  Acting-Chairman  must  stand,  and  it  was 
not  possible  for  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
for  the  time  being  to  reverse  that  ruling.  The 
only  way  to  challenge  such  decision  was  by  a 
motion  in  the  House  to  the  effect  that  the 
House  did  not  agree  with  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  in  a  certain  matter. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  would,  then,  move,  That 
the  House  does  not  agree  with  the  ruling  of  the 
Aoting-Chairman  of  Committees. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  move  that  motion  when  the  House 
was  sitting,  and  they  must  get  out  of  Commit- 
tee before  such  a  motion  would  be  received. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  question  was  an 
exceedingly  important  one,  and  one  that  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  lapse.  He  moved,  That 
progress  be  reported,  in  order  that  the  ruling  of 
Mr.  Speaker  may  be  obtained  as  to  whether 
the  decision  given  by  the  Acting-Chairman  was 
right  or  wrong.  For  his  part,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  decision  given  by  the  Acting-Chairman 
was  a  wrong  one,  and,  if  that  was  the  oase, 
surely  they  had  the  right  to  have  it  considered 
forthwith,  because  it  affected  the  matter  of 
honourable  members  moving  oertain  amend- 
ments. Otherwise  they  would  be  compelled  to 
refrain  from  moving  amendments  when  it  was 
held  that  the  Committee  had  no  power  to 
Jfr.  Ward 


appeal  from  a  wrong  decision  on  the  part  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  understand  the  neces- 
sity for  this  motion.  The  proposal  made  earlier 
in  the  sitting  was  that  progress  should  be  re- 
ported in  order  that  the  opinion  of  the  Speaker 
might  be  taken  upon  a  ruling  given  by  the 
Aoting-Chairman  of  Committees.  The  Com- 
mittee by  a  large  majority  had  negatived  that 
motion  to  report  progress ;  and  now  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  moving  to  report  progress 
again,  a  motion  regarding  which  had  been  al- 
ready decided.  He  therefore  contended  that 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  was  out 
of  order.  They  must  not  forget  that  the  Acting- 
Chairman  of  Committees  had  ruled  that  he 
would  take  what  was  then  an  amendment  as  a 
substantive  motion. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  had  overlooked 
that  fact.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  the 
Committee  should  be  given  an  opportunity  of 
deciding  the  question  by  subsequent  resolution. 
But  that  did  not  settle  this  point.  He  was 
anxious  that  a  false  precedent  should  not  be 
established,  and  unless  it  was  decided  that  the 
ruling  of  the  Acting- Chairman  was  either  right 
or  wrong  it  would  be  open  to  question  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  assist  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  have  that  put  right 
when  the  Speaker  was  in  the  chair. 

The  first  resolution,  subsection  (1) — "  That, 
in  lieu  of  the  duties  of  Customs  imposed  bv 
a  resolution  passed  by  this  House  on  the  13th 
September  instant  on  oranges,  guavas,  passion- 
fruit,  bananas,  pineapples,  and  cocoanuts,  those 
articles  be  transferred  to  the  free-list " — was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  the  duty  on 
apples,  pears,  plums,  cherries,  peaches,  nec- 
tarines, medlars,  apricots,  quinces,  and  toma- 
toes be  reduced  to  jd.  per  pound.  He  would  point 
out  that,  considering  the  cost  of  transit  and  the 
package,  insurance,  and  general  charges,  and 
the  perishable  nature  of  the  fruit,  if  we  could 
not  compete  against  importations  having  these 
drawbacks,  all  our  talk  about  the  magnificent 
climate,  et  cetera,  was  "  buncombe."  Surely  we 
ought  to  be  able  to  hold  our  own. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  was  sorry  to  find  the  House 
wandering  away  to  discussions  of  this  sort.  He 
was  not  an  old  member  of  the  House,  but  he 
had  frequented  it  for  years,  and  had  never  seen 
such  treatment  extended  to  any  Government. 
A  Government  had  always  been  allowed  to 
bring  a  tentative  tariff  into  force  till  such  time 
as  the  Bill  was  passed.  Duties  so  paid  were 
adjusted,  when  the  Bill  passed,  by  refunds  or 
post-entries  when  short-paid,  so  that  present 
rates  were  immaterial.  The  Premier  had  said 
that  the  Bill  would  be  introduced  at  half-past 
two  the  following  day,  and  this  was  not  the 
time  to  discuss  these  proposals.  The  business 
of  the  country  was  too  seriously  interrupted, 
and  this  ought  not  to  be  continued  by  useless 
discussions  of  this  sort,  which  were  entirely 
out  of  place.  The  Government  were  entitled 
to  get  these  resolutions  into  force.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  put  an  end  to  this  trifling 
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with  time,  and  get  on  with  its  work.  He  was 
quite  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in  regard 
to  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  the  articles 
mentioned  to  Ad.,  but  this  was  not  the  proper 
time  to  talk  about  it. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  that  was  the  argu- 
ment used  on  Friday  night,  and  there  they  were 
that  day  trying  to  reverse  what  was  then  done. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  they  had  been  till  early  on 
Saturday  morning,  and  then  were  told  it  was 
undesirable  to  waste  time ;  but  who  had  been 
responsible  for  the  occupation,  if  not  waste,  of 
tjime?  and  who  was  responsible  for  the  time 
which  was  being  taken  up  now?  They  were 
told  that  what  they  were  doing  on  Friday 
night  was  of  the  first  importance,  and  now  they 
were  told  it  was  entirely  wrong,  and  they  had 
another  proposition,  which,  to  his  mind,  was  no 
improvement  on  that  of  Friday  night.  If  certain 
kinds  of  fruit  were  to  be  put  on  the  free-list 
he  could  not  see  why  this  other  kind  of  fruit 
should  not  be  restored  to  its  original  position. 
They  had  been  told  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down  that  experience  led 
him  to  Ray  that  no  former  Government  had  been 
treated  in  the  same  way  as  the  House  was  treat- 
ing the  present  Government ;  but  he  would  ask 
if  any  previous  House  was  treated  in  the  same 
way  by  any  Government.  Had  any  previous 
Government  been  in  the  habit  of  bringing  down 
five  or  six  different  propositions  in  regard  to  the 
tariff  in  so  many  weeks  ?  He  had  been  in  that 
g  q  House  in  years  gone  by,  and  when  he 
'  '  was  not  a  member  of  the  House  he  took 
good  care  to  read  what  occurred  in  Parliament. 
Without  going  back  for  years,  they  need  only 
go  back  to  Friday  night.  They  were  then  told 
that  they  would  have  this  Bill  brought  down, 
so  that  they  could  deal  with  the  suojeot  per- 
manently. To-day  they  had  been  told  that  if 
they  only  passed  these  resolutions  as  brought 
-down  the  Bill  would  be  brought  down  to-morrow. 
He  was  not  going  to  trust  to-morrow.  If  the 
Bill  was  not  brought  down  to-morrow  they  were 
almost  sure  to  have  another  resolution  intro- 
duced amending  the  tariff.  If  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  pressed  his  motion 
he  would  have  much  pleasure  in  voting  with 
him,  and  thus  placing  on  record  his  view  as  to 
ihe  very  improper  way  in  which  the  tariff  had 
been  dealt  with. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie). 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  forgot 
the  circumstances  which  occurred  the  other 
day.  Usually  one  lot  of  resolutions  was  brough  t 
down  and  agreed  to  formally  by  the  House ; 
but  could  the  honourable  member  recollect 
those  resolutions  being  altered  twice,  three 
times,  or  four  times  over,  and  then  that  the 
House  was  asked  to  pass  them  formally  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  could  go  back  to  1885 
if  he  liked,  and  he  would  there  find  that 
exactly  the  same  thing  had  happened  that  was 
happening  to-night.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man would  find  that  a  second  set  of  resolutions 
were  proposed,  and  the  result  was  that  division 
after  division  took  place,  and  the  whole  of 
•the  resolutions  were  cut  to  pieces  in  Commit- 


tee of  Ways  and  Means.  That  was  exactly 
what  was  happening  to-night.  Who  was  to 
blame  ?  Not  the  Committee,  not  the  House, 
but  the  Government,  who  had  not  made  up 
their  minds  in  referenoe  to  this  matter.  They 
had  had  one  resolution  brought  down,  and 
then  another,  and  then  another.  How  long 
was  it  to  go  on  ?  Why  not  bring  down  the  Bifl 
to-night,  and  put  it  through  to-night?  There 
was  no  need  for  a  further  resolution  that  day. 
They  could  have  amended  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  they  could  have  brought 
down  the  Bill  and  amended  it. 

Mr.  WARD. — You  must  do  it  by  resolution. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  there  was  no  necessity  to 
do  it  by  resolution  in  1685.  There  was  no  Bill 
whatever. 

Mr.  WARD.  — They  never  got  to  the  Bill 
stage. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  they  need  not  go  to  the 
Bill  now.  They  could  do  the  whole  thing  by 
resolution,  exactly  as  it  was  done  in  1885.  If 
the  Government  would  not  make  up  their 
minds  as  to  what  they  wanted,  let  the  House 
make  up  its  mind  for  them. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  amendment  be  agreed  to." 

Ayes,  18. 
Allen  Mackenzie,  T.   Wilson. 

Buchanan  McLachlan 

Duthie  Pirani  Tellers. 

Heke  Russell,  W.  R.  Earnshaw 

Hogg  Saunders  Green. 

Noes,  42. 

Buddo               Larnaoh  Reeves 

Buiok                 Lawry  Russell,  G.  W. 

Button               McGowan  Seddon 

Cadman             MoKenzie,  J.    Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll               MoNab  Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther            Meredith  Stevens 

Graham             Millar  Steward 

Hall                   Mills  Tanner 
Hall-Jones         Mitchelson        Thompson,  R. 

Harris                Morrison  Thompson,  T. 

Houston            Newman  Ward. 

Joyce                 Parata  Tellers. 

Kelly,  J.  W.      Pere  Collins 

Kelly,  W.  Pinkerton  Montgomery.  . 
Lang 

Paibs. 

Far.  Against. 

Bell  Mackintosh 

Hutchison,  G.  Carnell 

MoGuire  Duncan 

Stout.  Carncross. 

Majority  against,  29. 

Amendment  negatived. 

First  resolution,  subsection  (2). — "  That  the 
duty  on  linseed -oil  be  reduced  to  Is.  the 
gallon." 

Mr.  WARD  desired  to  move  a  verbal  amend- 
ment—namely, the  insertion  of  the  words, "  im- 
posed by  the  above-named  resolutions"  after 
the  word  "linseed-oil."  It  was  necessary  to 
show  the  connection  between  this  proposal  and 
the  main  resolution. 
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Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  if  there  was  any  point 
in  connection  with  this  tariff  which  showed 
that  the  Government  had  no  knowledge  as  to 
their  legislation  in  this  matter  it  was  the 
proposals  in  reference  to  linseed-oil.  In  the 
first  tariff  there  was  no  mention  at  all  of  lin- 
seed-oil. The  Government  then  simply  raised 
the  question  as  to  ••  paints,  ground,"  and 
"paints  zeady  for  use."  They  then  proposed 
another  amendment,  and  now  they  came  down 
with  the  monstrous  proposal  to  raise  the  duty 
on  linseed- oil  to  Is.  6d.  a  gallon.  That  was 
just  about  the  cost  of  the  manufacture  of 
linseed-oil  in  England.  The  present  price,  he 
supposed,  was  about  £20  or  £21  per  ten  f.o.b. 
in  London — practically,  he  supposed,  about 
2s.  per  gallon.  Here  the  Government  proposed 
to  raise  the  duty  to  Is.  6d. 
Mr.  WARD.— It  is  Is. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  knew  what  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  reduce  it  to,  but  he  only 
wanted  to  show  that  the  Government  could  not 
make  up  their  mind  for  two  minutes.  This  im- 
post would  mean  shutting  up  soores  of  factories 
in  New  Zealand — it  made  it  entirely  prohibitive. 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  Government  pro- 
posed now  to  reduce  the  duty  to  Is.,  but  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  did  not  say  whether  he  was 
going  to  reduce  "  paints  and  paints  in  oil."  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  was  an 
illustration  of  how  little  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  considered  the  subject.  It  was  proposed 
to  charge  a  duty  of  Is.  a  gallon  on  linseed- 
oil,  whereas  turpentine  came  in  free,  and 
methylated  spirit  was  charged  6d.  a  gallon. 
Here  was  a  typical  illustration  of  how  little 
this  had  been  considered.  If  there 'was  any- 
thing that  could  bear  this  burden  it  would  be 
turpentine  and  methylated  spirit.  What  was 
this  tax  put  on  for  ?  It  was  either  put  on 
for  purely  revenue  purposes,  and  to  give  the 
Treasurer  more  money,  or  it  was  put  on  in 
order  to  adjust  the  tariff,  or  to  foster  industry. 
The  idea  running  through  the  whole  of  this 
tariff  was  simply  that  the  Treasurer  was  try- 
ing how  he  could  squeeze  out  of  the  country 
£50,000  or  £60,000  additional  taxation  under 
the  guise  of  adjusting  the  tariff.  The  Govern- 
ment had  so  played  duoks  and  drakes  with 
the  finances  of  the  country  that  they  did 
not  know  where  to  turn  for  money.  They 
only  touohed  the  tariff  at  all  because  of  this 
pressure  for  money.  There  was  only  one 
manufactory  of  linseed -oil  in  New  Zealand, 
and  that  was  in  Dunedin.  A  man  named  Singer, 
who  understood  the  manufacture  of  linseed- 
oil,  got  a  first-class  plant  made  by  Kincaid, 
MoQueen,  and  Co.,  of  Dunedin.  He  himself 
(Mr.  Earnshaw)  was  acquainted  with  the  whole 
thing,  beoause  he  made  some  of  the  plant 
himself.  After  Mr.  Singer  got  the  plant  made 
he  found  he  could  not  get  the  farmers  to  grow 
the  seed.  He  then  had  to  lease  two  or  three 
thousand  aores  of  ground  in  order  to  grow  the 
seed  so  that  he  could  run  his  mill,  but  he  had 
eventually  to  go  through  the  mill  himself.  Then 
Kempthorne,  Prosser,  and  Co.  bought  the  mill, 
and  that  was  where  presumably  the  pressure 
came  from  which  was  put  upon  the  Treasurer 


to  increase  this  duty.  Let  them  talk  plainly. 
Last  year  there  were  imported  into  New  Zea- 
land from  the  United  Kingdom  27  centals  of 
linseed,  from  Victoria  84  centals,  and  from 
Bengal  2,229  centals,  of  the  value  of  £4,282. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they  could 
not  grow  linseed  in  this  colony  to  oompete 
with  the  Bengal  market.  Now,  he  trusted  the 
House,  if  it  had  to  take  the  Treasurer's  word 
that  more  revenue  was  required,  would  put  it 
upon  certain  items  that  could  fairly  stand  it ; 
but  he  submitted  to  the  House  that  to  put  this 
amount  on  linseed-oil,  and  the  further  sums 
they  had  in  the  Bill  on  other  paints  ground  in 
oil,  was  an  impost  that  was  prohibitory  to  the 
trade.  He  trusted  the  House  would  see  its 
way  to  reduce  this  item,  at  any  rate,  to  the 
original  sum  of  6d.  a  gallon.  That  was  a  sub- 
stantial impost  upon  that  particular  item.  He- 
would  move,  when  the  proper  time  came,  that 
the  duty  of  Is.  per  gallon  be  struck  out,  and* 
that  a  duty  of  6d.  be  inserted  in  its  place. 

Mr.  Ward's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  proposed  to  say  a  word  or  two 
about  this  matter  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  referred  to.  The  honourable  member 
appeared  to  be  under  the  impression  that  he, 
and  he  alone,  bad>  received  any  information 
about  this  linseed-oil  business  in  this  country. 
What  were  the  facts  about  linseed-oil?  The 
honourable  gentleman  assumed  that  he  knew 
the  sources  from  which  the  Government  re- 
ceived the  information  that  warranted  them 
in  making  this  proposal.  He  might  say  that 
be  had  received  no  communication  whatever 
from  the  particular  firm  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  mentioned.  It  did  not  matter 
to  him  what  the  honourable  gentleman's  sus- 
picions might  be,  but  he  said  that  in  fairness 
to  the  firm  referred  to.  He  admitted  this  was 
a  fairly  debatable  item  of  the  tariff,  but  the 
right  time  to  debate  it  was  when  the  Bill  was 
before  the  House.  He  had  that  evening,  since 
the  House  rose,  had  a  great  deal  of  information 
furnished  him  by  representative  men  among 
the  painters— men  representing  this  trade  all 
over  the  oolony.  They  had  placed  a  great 
deal  of  information  before  him,  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  submit  to  his  colleagues  the  follow- 
ing day.  Amongst  other  points  they  had  given 
him  information  concerning  linseed-oil  whioh 
had  not  previously  reached  the  Government, 
and  which  information  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  himself  was  not  apparently  aware  of, 
as  he  had  not  referred  to  it.  He  was  quite 
prepared  at  the  proper  time  to  go  into  this 
item.  He  merely  asked  the  House  now  to  for- 
mally pass  the  resolutions  and  get  over  this 
debate.  It  was  idle  imputing  motives  to  any 
one  in  connection  with  this  matter.  What 
they  were  all  trying  to  do  was  to  arrive  at  a 
reasonable  solution  of  these  matters,  and  to 
effect  suoh  an  adjustment  of  the  tariff  as  would 
be  fair  to  the  various  industries  of  the  country. 
All  he  wanted  was  that  they  should  be  actuated 
by  a  fair  desire  to  do  that.  It  was  very  difficult 
to  do  that.  As  to  what  those  honourable  gentle- 
men were  taking  exception  to — namely,  these- 
proposals  coming  before  the  House  more  than. 
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once — if  it  were  not  for  the  interference  with 
the  trade  of  the  country,  which  he  recognised 
as  much  as  any  of  them,  he  would  say  they 
had  a  right  to  consider  the  matter  twenty  times 
over,  if  that  were  necessary,  until  they  got  a 
right  tariff.  The  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Duthie),  in  his  remarks,  had, 
he  thought,  put  the  whole  position  very  fairly 
and  properly  before  the  House  in  saying,  "  Let 
us  get  the  resolutions  out  of  the  way,  and  let 
us  debate  the  tariff  fully  and  fairly  and  im- 
partially on  the  Bill  when  the  right  time 
arrives.'1  He  would  ask  the  House,  unless  it 
was  going  to  have  another  nearly  all-night 
sitting,  to  vote  at  once  on  the  various  amend- 
ments, if  they  were  going  to  be  pressed  by 
the  movers. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  no  doubt  there 
was  a  great  deal  in  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  said  just  now;  but  it  appeared  to  him, 
from  the  tone  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speech,  that  he  was  himself  uncertain  what  his 
final  action  with  regard  to  this  particular  item 
would  be.  He  gathered  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  interviewed  by  certain 
persons  interested  in  this  particular  item,  and 
that  they  had  supplied  him  with  information 
which  would  be  likely  to  lead  him  to  modify 
his  present  action.  He  (Mr.  G.  W.  Russell) 
thought  a  duty  of  6d.  per  gallon  on  this  par- 
ticular item  would  be  quite  enough.  The  effect 
of  increasing  the  duty  to  Is.  6d.  per  gallon 
would  be  to  put  over  £8,000  of  revenue  into 
the  Treasurer's  pocket,  or  £4,000  if  it  were 
Is.  per  gallon.  If  the  Treasurer  himself  was 
uncertain,  he  appealed  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  withdraw  the  item  in  the  mean- 
time, and  thus  allow  himself  a  free  hand,  and 
not  alter  the  tariff  that  night  on  this  particular 
item  and  then  on  tho  following  day  have  to 
make  another  alteration.  If  the  Treasurer  had 
made  up  his  mind  that  Is.  a  gallon  should  be 
the  duty,  and  was  prepared  to  stand  by  that, 
then  he  (Mr.  Russell)  could  understand  the 
position ;  but  he  understood  that  this  was  not 
the  case.  Surely  he  might  let  the  duty  stand 
at  Is.  Cd.  in  the  meantime,  and  let  the  whole 
thing  be  settled  when  the  Bill  came  down. 
This  was  not  urgent  like  the  fruit  duty  ;  there- 
fore there  would  be  no  loss  of  dignity  or  of 
honour  to  the  Government  in  letting  the  mat- 
ter stand  over. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  the  only  way 
of  getting  over  the  difficulty  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  his  Government  had  got 
into  with  regard  to  the  tariff  was  to  look  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  up,  and  then  it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  get  any  further  sugges- 
tions from  persons  interested  in  protective 
duties  at  the  expense  of  the  community,  such 
as  he  had  told  them  he  had  got  that  night. 
He  had  been  getting  information  during  the 
last  three  years  by  means  of  Select  Committees, 
and  Tariff  Commissions  tearing  about  all  over 
the  country,  and  yet  he  had  not  finished 
getting  information.  They  would  never  get 
through  the  tariff  unless  the  Premier  accepted 
his  (Mr.  Buchanan's)  suggestion,  or  something 
of  that  character. 


Mr.  WARD  had  no  objection  to  being  looked 
up,  providing  it  was  in  the  right  sort  of  place. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  was  not  going  to  suggest 
that  the  Treasurer  should  be  locked  up,  because 
he  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  no  man  could 
step  into  his  boots  and  do  better  under  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  which  they  now  found 

8  oQ  themselves.  Look  at  the  telegrams  he 
had  received  to-day:  these  indicated 
the  disturbed  condition  of  commerce.  Until 
these  resolutions  were  dealt  with  there  was  no 
occasion  for  any  members  to  be  locked  up ;  they 
all  ought  to  be  in  their  places,  keeping  their 
eyes  and  ears  open.  He  asked  any  members  in 
the  House,  were  they  not  open  to  be  persuaded 
by  those  for  whom  they  were  working  ?  They 
were  there  to  be  persuaded  and  guided  by  ex- 
perts who  knew  all  about  the  situations  as  they 
arose,  and  were  brought  before  them.  That 
was  all  the  Colonial  Treasurer  or  the  Govern- 
ment were  doing.  He  had  told  the  House  that 
it  was  his  opinion  months  ago  it  was  inadvisable 
for  the  House  to  touch  either  the  tariff  or  the 
licensing  question  this  session.  He  was  now 
stronger  in  that  opinion  than  before,  for  every 
day  confirmed  that  opinion.  If  from  the  con- 
dition of  things  the  Government  must  have 
more  revenue,  then  they  had  to  face  the  tariff 
question,  and  if  they  had  to  face  it  they  should 
do  so  under  the  guidance  of  those  better  able 
to  judge  than  they  were— the  experts  engaged 
in  the  different  businesses  in  connection  with 
which  they  were  trying  to  regulate  the  tariff. 
Consequently,  he  said  they  ought  not  to  take 
up  the  time  by  talking  about  locking  one 
another  up.  They  wanted  to  be  there,  and  fully 
alive  to  the  necessities  of  the  circumstances. 
Each  one  ought  to  try  to  do  his  best  under 
the  circumstances  as  they  existed.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  all  this  discussion  would  have 
to  be  gone  all  over  again.  He  was  extremely 
sorry  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
had  taken  the  step  he  had,  because,  while  he 
was  exactly  of  the  same  way  of  thinking,  and 
was  prepared  to  work  with  him  at  the  right 
time,  he  did  not  think  the  present  time  was 
opportune.  The  Government  and  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  told  them,  not  once,  but  half  a 
dozen  times,  that  all  their  work  that  evening 
was  only  tentative— that  the  right  time  would 
come ;  and  at  that  time  he  (Mr.  Crowther) 
would  be  found  voting  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  on  that  matter. 
But  now,  seeing  it  was  more  or  less  obstruc- 
tion, he  could  not  vote  with  him.  When  the 
right  time  came  he  would  be  just  as  strong  as 
that  honourable  member,  but  he  should  keep 
himself  clear  of  factious  opposition  to  either 
this  or  any  other  Government.  He  trusted 
they  would  get  on  with  the  business. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  one  would  sup- 
pose from  the  speech  they  had  just  heard  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  delivered  it 
(Mr.  Crowther)  would  vote  fearlessly  and  oon- 
soientiously,  and  would  not  humbug  the  House 
or  the  country.  The  honourable  member  said 
he  regretted  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  had  taken  the  course  he  had,  but  that 
he  was  with  him  in  it.   Ever  since  the  election 
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of  the  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  T. 
Thompson)  he  noticed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  absolutely  lost  his  independence  in  the 
House,  and  had  simply  followed  the  Govern- 
ment wherever  they  might  direct  him.  He  had 
helped  the  Government  for  five  or  six  hours 
on  Friday  night,  floating  into  the  lobby  with 
them  for  the  imposition  of  a  Customs  tariff  on 
island  fruit,  and  he  was  perfectly  prepared  to 
float  into  the  Opposition  lobby  to-night  to  take 
that  duty  off  which  he  voted  to  put  on  then. 
What  was  the  use  of  members  who  thus  fluc- 
tuated vapouring  nonsense  through  Hansard 
to  the  country?  Why  did  he  not  stand  up 
and  say,  "  This  heavy  tariff  on  fruit  should  be 
thrown  over  "  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Fruit  is  not  under  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  discussed  the  question  of  fruit, 
and  he  was  simply  replying  to  him  ;  but  he  did 
not  at  all  object  to  leave  that  subject,  as  it 
must  be  a  painful  one  to  him,  and  to  go  to  the 
question  of  linseed-oil.  He  would  move,  That 
the  Is.  on  linseed-oil  be  struck  out,  with  the 
view  of  inserting  6d.  instead.  The  honourable 
member  had  stated  that  the  experts  who  as- 
sisted in  framing  the  tariff  were  the  best  people 
in  the  colony  to  judge  of  the  situation.  He 
denied  entirely  that  that  was  so.  The  experts 
who  had  assisted  to  frame  the  tariff  were  men 
personally  interested,  and  the  great  bulk  of  the 
consuming  people  of  New  Zealand  had  not  been 
consulted  at  all.  This  tariff  had  been  prompted 
by  selfishness  to  the  last  degree.  They  bad  the 
Rhoemakers  coming  with  proposals,  but  a  few 
of  them — the  intelligent  ones — altogether  re- 
jected the  proposals  of  the  tariff.  They  had 
one  or  two  linseed -oil  makers  in  New  Zea- 
land who  wanted  to  keep  every  oil  out  of  the 
oolony  in  order  to  build  up  their  trade.  These 
were  the  same  manufacturers  who  had  com- 
bined with  respect  to  candles,  and  now  candles 
were  dearer  in  New  Zealand  than  they  were 
even  ten  years  ago.  There  was  a  combination 
amongst  these  people,  notwithstanding  what 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  said.  The  tariff 
ought  to  have  been  brought  down  in  a  more  per- 
fect form  ;  and  if  the  Treasurer  had  consulted 
those  qualified  to  advise  him  he  would  have 
brought  down  a  tariff  that  would  not  have 
required  all  these  amendments.  He  moved, 
That  the  duty  on  linseed-oil  be  6d.  per  gallon. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  he  notioed  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Crowther), 
when  speaking,  had  a  sheaf  of  telegrams  in  his 
hand.  He  thought  that  was  because  he  had 
gone  astray  on  Friday  morning,  and  followed 
the  Government,  against  his  conscience.  He 
hoped  he  would  not  do  violence  to  his  con- 
science again,  or  else  that  might  cause  people 
in  Auokland  to  go  to  the  expense  of  some  more 
telegrams.  With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  he  had  to  say  that  he  (Mr. 
Earnshaw)  always  stood  in  his  own  boots.  He 
had  never  leaned  on  the  Treasurer  when  he  had 
supported  the  Government,  nor  had  he  leaned 
on  any  one  else  since.  He  might  not  always  be 
correct,  but  he  could  stand  up  and  fight  for  his 
Mr.  T.  Mackensie 


own  opinions,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
knew  that :  and  he  always  would  fight  for  his 
opinions.  If  he  was  wrong  with  regard  to  Kemp- 
thorn  e,  Prosser,  and  Co.,  there  was  only  another 
firm  in  New  Zealand  that  manufactured  lin- 
seed-oil, and  that  was  the  Union  Oil,  Soap,  and 
Candle  Company,  of  Auckland.  He  supposed 
that  was  why  his  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  did  not  want  to  move 
in  the  matter.  He  would  tell  them  what  the 
manager  of  that  oompany,  who  had  given  evi- 
dence before  the  Tariff  Commission,  had  said. 
He  asked  that  2s.  duty  should  be  put  on,  which 
came  pretty  near  to  what  had  been  proposed, 
and  he  was  asked  this  question : — 

"  And  if  the  duty  were  imposed,  would  yoa 
give  a  correspondingly  higher  price— say,  up  to 
£11  a  ton  ? — Yes ;  but  we  should  expect  that 
competition  would  keep  the  price  of  seed  down. 
There  are  100  tons  of  linseed  offering  now  at 
£10  a  ton  for  which  no  market  can  he  found, 
because  we  cannot  afford  to  give  the  £10  a  ton. 
This  is  New- Zeal  and -grown  seed.  The  reason 
we  cannot  sell  the  oil  at  the  same  price  as  the 
imported  article  is  because  we  cannot  get  even 
£6  a  ton  for  the  oil-cake.  Farmers  would  like 
to  buy  the  oil-cake  for  their  stock,  but  they  will 
not  give  the  price  for  it,  and  a  protective  duty 
will  enable  the  local  manufacturers  to  sell  the 
cake  at  a  low  price  to  farmers,  as  there  would 
then  be  more  demand  for  it.  There  is  no  de- 
mand now  at  the  price  we  have  to  charge. 

"  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  would  get  a 
sufficient  profit  out  of  the  oil  to  enable  you  to 
sell  the  cake  cheap? — Yes." 

That  was  the  whole  point — that  they  might 
be  able  to  get  rid  of  their  oil-cake  at  a  reason- 
able price,  those  who  used  the  oil  were  to  have 
these  heavy  charges  made  upon  them.  He  had 
pointed  out  earlier  that  all  the  best  linseed 
sold  in  England  at  from  £6  to  £9  a  ton.  Now, 
he  contended  that  these  statements  showed 
that  it  oould  only  benefit,  at  any  rate,  not  more 
than  two  firms  in  New  Zealand,  while  it  must 
injure  a  large  number  of  painters  and  other 
users  of  oil.  More  than  that,  there  were  the 
waterproof-makers,  who  used  a  great  amount 
of  oil,  and  in  their  case  it  would  practically 
imperil  their  industry. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  figure  *  Is.'  be  retained/* 
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Majority  against,  10. 

Figure  "  Is."  struck  out,  "6d."  inserted,  and 
resolution  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Second  resolution,  subsection  (1). — "That,  in 
lieu  of  the  duty  of  Customs  imposed  on  tea  by 
a  resolution  of  this  House,  passed  on  the  18th 
day  of  September,  1895,  the  duty  on  tea,  whether 
in  bulk  or  paoked  ready  for  retail  Bale,  be  charged 
at  5d.  per  pound  until  the  81st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1895,  and  thereafter  at  4d.  per  pound." 

Dr.  NEWMAN  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
strike  out "  5d.,"  with  a  view  to  inserting  "  3d.," 
and  to  strike  out  all  the  words  after  "per 
pound."  This  would  fix  the  duty  at  the  same 
rate  as  was  fixed  on  Friday  night.  It  was  time 
that  people  with  large  families  got  some  chance 
of  a  free  breakfast-table. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  very  good  of  the 
honourable  member  to  attempt  to  regulate  the 
amount  of  money  they  should  have  sent  in  to 
the  Treasury.  As  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  be  responsible  for  either  a  surplus  or 
a  deficit  at  the  end  of  the  year,  except  perhaps 
an  anxiety  to  see  a  deficit,  which  had  prompted 
him  to  propose  his  amendment,  the  House 
would  see  that  it  should  hot  be  guided  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber should  have  given  an  indication  to  the  House 
when  it  was  proposed  to  remit  the  duty  on  tea 
that  he  contemplated  losing  a  further  sum  of 
revenue  to  the  extent  of  £17,000.  It  was  very 
good  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  he  could 
not  accept  these  kindly-intended  gifts  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  embarrass  their  reve- 
nue in  this  way.  He  had,  as  a  result  of  the 
last  vote,  to  consider  in  what  direction  further 
revenue  should  be  got  before  the  Tariff  Bill  was 
gone  on  with.  While  perfeotly  willing  that 
every  vote  should  be  dealt  with  on  its  merits, 
where  there  was  a  large  loss  of  revenue  honour- 
able members  must  see  that  a  compensating 
amount  of  revenue  must  be  provided  to  enable 
their  accounts  to  balance.  Well,  he  was  as 
desirous  as  was  the  honourable  gentleman  of 
bavins  this  tea  duty  reduced,  for  the  reasons 
he  had  stated  already ;  but  in  consequenoe  of  the 
restoration  of  fruit  to  the  free-list,  and  the  vote 
that  had  just  been  given,  which  made  it  worse, 
it  was  not  possible  for  him,  he  regretted  to  say, 
to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  gentle- 


Mr.  McGOWAN  must  say  he  recognised  the 
importance  of  all  that  had  been  said  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  in  reference  to  this  matter 
now  before  the  Committee,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  this  was  a  case  in  which  he  could  not  vote 


for  the  increase  of  the  amount  to  5d.,  and  for 
these  reasons,  which  he  thought  were  reasons 
which  would  weigh  with  the  House:  First  of 
all,  this  5d.  would  be  only  Id.  difference  from 
what  it  was  a  few  days  ago.  That  Id.  would 
be  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  the  consumer,  and 
he  would  be  no  party  to  giving  an  additional 

Srofit  of  Id.  per  pound  to  the  dealers  in  tea 
uring  the  remaining  months  of  the  year.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  prepared  to 
accept  4d.  he  would  support  that  from  now  or 
from  January,  but  not  such  a  proposal  as  this. 
This  was  an  opportunity  the  House  had  of 
relieving  the  mass  of  the  people  of  a  certain 
amount  of  the  taxation  they  now  paid,  and  so 
far  as  he  knew  there  was  no  single  artiole 
included  in  our  tariff  list  which  would  affect 
people  like  this  artiole.  It  had  been  stated 
again  and  again  that  2d.  or  Id.  per  pound 
would  not  be  much  felt,  owing  to  the  amount  a 
family  would  use. 

An  Hon.  Member.— No  more  it  would. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke  as  a  gentleman  having  a  large 
family.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
amount  continued  week  after  week,  and  all 
our  lifetime ;  and  he  maintained  there  was  no 
other  item,  as  to  which  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  relieve  the  people,  that  oould  hold  the 
same  position  as  this  artiole.  He  must  vote 
against  this  proposed  duty. 

Mr.  WARD  would  state  why  it  was  proposed 
this  4d.  should  not  come  into  operation  at  once. 
This  was  in  consequence  of  representations 
made  to  the  Government  pointing  out  that  this 
tea  duty,  if  it  were  to  come  into  operation  im- 
mediately, would  do  immense  harm  to  small 
retail  traders  who  had  purchased  their  tea 
when  high  duties  were  ruling,  and  they  ought 
to  be  able  to  work  off  their  stock.  That  was  the 
only  reason  for  delay — it  was  not  for  revenue 
purposes  at  all.  It  was  for  three  months  only. 
These  representations  had  come  to  the  Govern- 
ment, pointing  out  the  hardship  that  would 
be  inflicted  if  the  tea  duty  were  brought  into 
immediate  operation.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in 
Australia  in  such  a  case  they  gave  six  months 
to  clear  stocks  before  the  lower  rate  came  into 
force.  He  fully  concurred  with  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Thames,  if  they  oould  do  so,  to 
come  straight  down  to  4d.  with  the  tea  duty. 
It  was  only  till  the  end  of  December  they  pro- 
posed to  allow  small  stocks  to  be  worked  off. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  the  arguments  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  apply  equally  to 
ironmongers  in  the  South  who  applied  recently 
to  have  the  increased  duty  on  ironmongery  de- 
layed till  the  end  of  the  year ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  refused,  saying  it  could  not 
possibly  be  done. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  was  understood  to 
suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  he  had  better  let 
the  penny  alone,  or  it  would  only  go  to  the  tea- 
dealers,  and  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  retailers. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that,  according  to 
the  Standing  Orders,  he  thought  the  honour- 
able member's  amendment  was  incorrect,  be- 
cause it  merely  negatived  the  motion  of  the 
Treasurer. 
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The  CHAIRMAN  said,  Yes.  He  must  rule 
it  was  not  in  order,  because  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  Committee  the  other  evening 
fixed  the  duty  at  3d.  Now,  if  these  words 
were  altered,  it  would  simply  convey  no  sense 
at  all,  because  it  would  not  be  in  lieu  of  duties, 
but  leave  it  where  it  was.  The  amendment 
being  a  direct  negative,  it  could  not  be  put. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  that  being  dis- 
posed of,  he  would  vote  against  the  Treasurer's 
amendment,  because  ho  was  in  favour  of  the 
.duty  being  left  at  3d.  What  was  the  argument 
against  the  reduction  of  the  tea  duty  to  3d.  ? 
It  was  that  a  certain  amount  of  revenue  had 
been  lost.  But  did  the  Treasurer  forget  that 
in  the  proposals  he  brought  down  on  the 
30th  July  he  was  getting  an  increased  revenue 
of  £54,000?  That  was  the  amount  stated 
in  the  statistics  laid  by  himself  before  the 
House ;  and  against  that  gross  increase  there 
were  certain  reductions  which  he  allowed  for, 
and  was  now  taking  off — the  reductions  on  rice, 
kerosene,  and  matches:  all  these  items  now  he 
was  getting  to  the  good.  With  regard  to  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  the  tea  duty,  why  did 
the  honourable  gentleman  not  accept  the  sug- 
gestion so  often  made  in  the  House  to  increase 
the  duty  on  beer,  which  was  a  more  easily  col- 
lected and  a  more  popular  source  of  revenue  ? 
Beer  was  not  used  by  so  many  people  as  tea. 
Tea  was  used  by  men,  women,  and  children, 
whereas  beer  was  only  used  by  a  certain  portion 
.of  the  community.  He  did  trust  the  Treasurer 
would  recognise  this:  that  in  this  matter  he 
was  not  going  on  the  lines  of  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment. A  Liberal  Government  ought  to  try  to 
take  the  duty  off  tea,  and  not  try  to  bring 
back  the  duty  to  what  it  was  before. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  were  again  depart- 
ing from  a  custom  which  had  always  been  con- 
ducive to  the  good  management  of  the  business 
of  the  House.  It  was  quite  true  there  was  an 
innovation  in  1885  as  regarded  dealing  with  the 
resolutions  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ; 
but  he  thought  the  view  given  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie), 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  by  other 
members,  that  the  proper  course  would  be  to 
formally  agree  to  the  resolutions  now,  should 
be  accepted ;  and  when  they  went  to  the  Bill 
and  the  schedules  they  would  know  what  to  do. 
It  was  not  right  to  carve  the  resolutions  in  the 
way  honourable  members  were  doing,  without 
any  sense  of  responsibility  at  all:  he  said 
"  without  a  sense  of  responsibility,"  because  in 
dealing  with  linseed -oil  members  knew  there 
was  not  much  revenue  in  it. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— £4,000. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  about  £4,000.  It  was 
quite  another  thing  when  they  oame  to  deal 
with  an  item  where,  in  round  numbers,  £20,000 
was  involved.  That  was  quite  another  question 
altogether,  and  it  meant  the  reversal  entirely 
of  the  tariff  proposals,  because  it  would  be  im- 
possible, with  the  resolution  they  had  already 
agreed  to,  to  oonsent  to  the  proposal  now.  He 
said  no  Government  with  any  self-respect  at 
■all  could  possibly  accede  to  that,  in  the  face  of 
what  had  been  said  by  honourable  members: 


they  had  said  there  on  Friday  night  that  it 
would  be  better  to  go  back  to  the  3d.  on  tea, 
and  to  allow  the  island  fruit  to  remain  free. 
That  had  been  stated  by  honourable  members ; 
and  now,  when  the  Government  brought  down 
proposals,  it  was  playing  with  the  Government, 
it  was  playing  with  the  House,  and  playing 
with  the  country,  when  they  moyed  now  to 

q  q  strike  out  that  item.  The  honourable 
'  '  gentleman  said  they  weie  not  travel- 
ling on  the  lines  of  a  Liberal  Government. 
That  was  quite  true  in  regard  to  finance. 
They  once  had  a  Liberal  Government  that 
allowed  the  finances  of  the  country  to  be 
wrecked;  and  his  honourable  friend  was  now 
again  desirous  of  wrecking  the  party,  or,  at 
any  rate,  the  movement  was  coming  from  that 
quarter  from  which  it  came  on  a  previous 
occasion,  when  the  finances  of  the  country 
should  be  supported  by  those  who  supported 
the  Government,  and  who  should  also  assist 
in  maintaining  a  strong  finance.  To  him  it  was 
surprising,  on  this  occasion,  to  listen  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Riccarton  and  one  or 
two  others  wbo  were  speaking  in  a  similar 
strain.  The  only  difference  between  the  Go- 
vernment's proposals  and  those  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  wished  to  be  carried  was 
Id.  per  pound  on  tea.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man and  others  thought  it  should  remain  at 
3d.  He  would  simply  say  they  could  not 
maintain  their  finance  if  the  Government's 
proposal  was  altered.  It  was  taken  for  granted 
by  members  generally  —  and  it  was  to  their 
credit  on  the  other  side  of  the  House — that  they 
did  not  think  they  should  touch  tea  at  all.  He 
would  prefer  that  the  finances  of  the  country 
should  be  kept  strong.  There  might  be  a  few 
who  desired  to  please  the  ladies,  such  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs, 
who  sacrificed  everything  to  please  the  ladies. 
There  were  others  who  had  a  sense  of  responsi- 
bility, and  did  not  think  this  was  a  time  to 
play  with  finance. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— What  about  beer? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  very  strong  about  putting  an  increased 
tax  upon  beer.  They  had  never  heard  anything 
about  beer  until  very  recently.  He  thought  the 
responsibility  ought  to  be  given  to  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  for  introducing  the  question 
of  placing  a  further  tax  upon  beer. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  had  first  men- 
tioned it  in  his  speech  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  then  there  seemed  to  be 
a  rivalry  between  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton ;  but 
they  must  deal  with  matters  as  they  found 
them.  They  were  dealing  now  with  the  ques- 
tion of  tea,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  agree 
to  the  3d.  a  pound,  in  addition  to  the  reduotion 
already  carried  on  linseed-oil;  and  he  hoped 
honourable  members  would  come  to  the  de- 
cision to  maintain  the  proposals.  The  Govern- 
ment had  said,  as  regarded  the  tariff,  when  the 
House  was  interfering  with  the  revenue  to  a 
great  extent,  then  the  Government  would  tell 
the   House  accordingly.     They  did  so   now. 
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These  proposals  would  interfere  with  their 
finance  to  suoh  an  extent  that  they  could  not 
agree  to  them. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  had  listened  with  great 
attention  to  what  the  Premier  said ;  hut  that 
honourable  gentleman  had  only  himself  to 
blame  for  the  position  they  were  in  that  night. 
On  the  30th  July  the  Government  had  brought 
proposals  down  fixing  the  duty  on  tea  at  5d. 
per  pound  —  a  reduction  of  Id.  per  pound. 
Well,  the  House  passed  that  duty ;  and  then, 
coming  to  the  13th  September,  they  had  a  pro- 
posal made  to  fix  the  duty  at  3d.  per  pound. 
That  was  last  Friday  night:  this  alteration 
was  also  passed.  Now,  to-night,  they  were 
placed  in  the  position  of  having  again  to  re- 
verse their  vote  and  go  back  to  5d.  and  4d. 
His  opinion  was  that  it  was  necessary  to  go 
into  the  matter  of  the  tariff  systematically,  and 
bring  down  a  tariff  with  some  policy  in  it.  Here 
they  had  a  patchwork  affair,  and  he  considered 
it  was  bringing  the  House  into  contempt  with 
the  business  people  of  the  country.  The  trade 
of  the  country  had  been  paralysed  for  the 
past  month  or  two  because  of  these  repeated 
changes  in  the  tariff.  Now,  supposing  they 
went  back  to  the  duty  on  tea,  as  proposed  by 
the  resolution,  to  4d.  or  5d.  per  pound,  it  was 
likely  they  would  have  another  proposal  sub- 
mitted, and  the  consequence  was  that  from  one 
day  to  another  they  did  not  know  what  they 
were  going  to  have.  He  was  getting  tired  of 
these  continual  changes.  It  would  have  been 
infinitely  better  for  the  Gqvernment  not  to  have 
touched  the  tariff  at  all  than  to  have  brought 
it  down  in  this  way.  He  would  like  to  know 
from  the  Treasurer  whether  this  was  the  last 
proposal  they  were  to  have,  or  whether  they 
were  to  have  fresh  proposals  from  day  to  day. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  if  the  Government 
had  taken  his  advice  this  would  not  have  hap- 
pened. He  foresaw  what  would  happen.  This 
question  of  tea  was  a  bogey.  The  country  was 
progressing,  and  if  they  attempted  to  disturb 
the  finances  of  the  country  it  would  stop  that 
progress.  Who  were  the  honourable  gentlemen 
.that  were  disturbing  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Why,  gentlemen  like  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton,  from  whom  they  had 
heard  so  much  bombast  that  night.  He  would 
•explain  that  honourable  member's  logic.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said,  "Take  the  duty  off 
tea,  and  put  it  on  beer  " ;  at  the  same  time  he 
was  trying  to  force  a  Bill  through  the  House  to 
provide  for  prohibition  in  the  country.  When 
prohibition  was  carried,  where  was  the  Trea- 
surer's revenue  to  come  from  ?  The  honourable 
.member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
oame  to  the  House  that  afternoon  prepared  to 
•deal  with  the  question  fairly  and  squarely,  and 
to  allow  these  resolutions  to  pass,  so  as  to  get 
to  the  Tariff  Bill  itself.  They  could  then  move 
for  reductions,  and  eventually,  he  believed,  they 
should  get  nearly  back  to  the  tariff  they  had 
before  the  Committee  was  set  up,  or  before  they 
vcame  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
.Nothing  was  so  important  to  a  oountry  as  sound- 
ness of  finance.  Honourable  members  knew 
.there  was  a  debt  of  nearly  forty  millions ;  and 


if  they  did  not  give  the  Colonial  Treasurer  an 
opportunity  of  raising  the  interest  that  was  to 
be  paid,  what  would  be  the  result?  Why, 
their  finance  would  be  weakened,  and  they 
would  be  standing  badly  with  their  creditors 
in  the  Old  Country.  If  the  House  took  the 
duty  off  tea  they  must  put  it  on  something 
else.  There  were  fourteen  in  his  family,  with 
himself  and  the  old  lady,  and  they  would  re- 
quire a  good  deal  of  tea  amongst  themselves. 
But  what  the  working-man  wanted  was  plenty 
of  employment.  He  was  not  asking  for  the 
reduction  on  tea.  But  they  heard  honourable 
gentlemen  coming  down  to  that  House  and 
preaching  the  dootrine  of  a  free  breakfast- 
table  for  the  working-man.  If  the  working-man 
only  took  his  advice  he  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  those  honourable  gentlemen's  free 
breakfast-table,  for  he  would  find  there  would 
be  nothing  there.  The  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton  came  to  that  House  as  a  supporter 
of  the  Government  and  of  Liberal  measures. 
He  (Mr.  Smith}  would  say  that  the  policy 
initiated  by  the  Government  and  the  last  two 
Parliaments  was  a  proper  policy  for  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  country,  and  it  should 
be  left  undisturbed.  When  the  Bill  came  up 
he  would  do  his  best  to  prevent  the  present 
tax  on  tea  from  being  touched,  because  from 
that  source  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have 
£100,000  coming  in  nice  and  handy. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  there  was  a  great 
deal  in  what  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  had  said  in  regard  to  postponing  the 
imposition  of  these  duties,  because  undoubtedly 
heavy  stocks  had  been  laid  in  by  some  of  the 
merchants  in  the  anticipation  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  adhere  to  the  resolutions  brought 
down  to  the  House.  He  did  not  agree  with 
what  the  Premier  had  said  with  regard  to  the 
action  they  had  taken  on  the  other  items, 
because  they  had  taken  no  duty  off  anything 
from  which  they  previously  received  duty. 
The  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
struck  the  nail  on  the  head  when  he  said  that 
he  foresaw  the  difficulties  that  would  arise  if 
this  tariff  was  interfered  with.  If  it  was  to  be 
touched,  a  few  amending  lines  were  all  that 
was  necessary  to  remove  any  anomalies  that 
existed.  Most  of  those  anomalies  were  owing 
to  the  interpretations  of  some  of  the  officers, 
and  if  those  officers  had  got  the  guidance  of 
the  House  the  whole  business  of  the  country 
might  run  on  smoothly,  and  the  finance  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  been  as- 
sured. Now  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
launched  himself  into  a  sea  of  difficulties,  and 
he  ventured  to  say  that  when  his  Bill  came 
before  the  House  he  would  have  to  accept  re- 
ductions all  round.  There  was,  for  instance, 
the  tea  duty.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
not  right  in  saying  that  the  larger  share  would 
fall  on  the  poor  people.  The  rich  people  bought 
expensive  tea,  while  the  poor  people  bought 
poor  tea.  The  average  value  of  tea  coming  to 
this  oountry  was  9d.  per  pound,  and  they  would 
find  that  nearly  all  the  tea  consumed  by  the 
better  class  of  people  was  from  2s.  to  2s.  6d. 
per  pound;   so  chat  cheap  teas  must  be  con- 
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sumed  amongst  the  workers.  If  the  wealthier 
man  paid  6d.  per  pound  on  tea  costing  2s.  per 
pound,  he  paid  25  per  cent.,  as  against  6d.  per 
pound  on  tea  costing  Is.  per  pound,  making  it 
50  per  cent,  the  poorer  buyer  paid  as  against  25 
per  cent,  paid  by  the  buyer  of  dearer  teas.  As 
he  said  before,  the  Treasurer  had  lost  nothing 
by  the  resolutions  carried  by  the  House. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said,  with  regard  to  the  resolu- 
tions before  them,  the  Treasurer,  a  few  days 
ago,  stated  that  there  was  a  certain  incidental 
risk  in  trade,  and  merchants  had  to  take  that 
risk :  so  that  it  was  a  matter  of  speculation  as 
to  the  quantity  of  trade  that  would  go  on. 
Having  made  that  statement  in  reply  to  the 
application  of  a  southern  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, this  departure  proposing  a  future  date 
for  the  tea  duties  was  altogether  astounding. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  said 
there  had  been  no  reason  urged  why  tea  should 
on  this  point  be  treated  exceptionally.  With 
regard  to  a  free  breakfast-table,  it  would  be 
most  desirable  to  get  a  free  breakfast- table  if 
thereby  it  would  relieve  the  working-classes. 
But  if  3d.  per  pound  was  knocked  off  tea,  and 
charged  on  boots  and  shoes  and  clothing,  they 
would  suffer  to  a  larger  degree.  If  the  duty  on 
tea  was  to  be  altered  for  the  benefit  of  the 
working-classes,  it  should  and  could  only  be 
when  we  could  afford  to  remit  this  at  the  cost 
of  the  revenue.  It  would  be  better  to  defer 
consideration  of  the  item  until  they  saw  what 
amount  of  revenue  was  to  be  derived  from  the 
duties  on  the  other  items.  It  was  true  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  must  have  revenue  — they 
all  recognised  that ;  but  it  would  be  better  to 
hold  this  item  over  until  the  House  determined 
what  other  items  were  to  be  reduced.  He  (Mr. 
Duthie)  had  stated  that  the  amended  tariff 
meant  £50,000  increase  in  the  revenue,  and 
when  they  came  to  discuss  the  Tariff  Bill  he 
would  be  prepared  to  show  that  that  statement 
was  correct. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said,  although  he  had  been 
ruled  out  of  order  in  moving  to  reduce  this  duty 
to  3d.,  he  still  held  the  opinion  that  that 
amount  was  ample  duty.  If  they  reduced  the 
duty  by  Id.  or  2d.,  the  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tion was  simply  frittered  away  from  middleman 
to  middleman,  and  from  storekeeper  to  store- 
keeper, and  tho  person  who  eventually  pur- 
chased the  tea  got  scarcely  any  benefit  at  all 
from  the  reduction.  If  any  duties  were  to  be 
taken  off  particular  items  it  must  be  in  con- 
siderable dollops,  and  not  in  dribs  and  drabs. 
He  should  call  for  a  division  against  the  resolu- 
tion, and  he  hoped  the  House  would  take  off 
the  duty  above  3d.  Now  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  lost  duty  on  oranges  and  apples 
he  would  prefer  to  see  him  lose  Che  duty  on  tea 
and  make  it  up  in  some  other  direction. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  resolution  be  agreed  to." 

Ayes,  87. 

Buddo  Collins  Graham 

Button  Crowther  Heke 

Cadman  Duthie  Hogg 

Carroll  Fraser  Houston 

Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 

Larnaoh 

Lawry 

MoKenzie,  J. 

McLachlan 

Meredith 

Mills 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buiok 

Earnshaw 

Green 

Hall 

Hall- Jones 


Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Reeves 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Noes,  20. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maasey 
McNab 
Millar 
Morrison 
Russell,  G. 


W. 


Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Teller*. 
Harris 
Joyce. 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
McGowan 
Newman. 


For. 
Carnell 
Carncross 
Duncan 
Mackintosh. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Hutchison,  G. 
Stout 
MoGuire 
Bell. 


Majority  for,  17. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Resolution  No.  2  : — 

"  That,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  similarly  imposed 
on  boots,  shoes,  and  slippers,  there  be  imposed 
the  following : — 

14  Men's  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced  at  and 
under  lis.  the  pair,  sizes  6  to  11, 7J  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.    Fixed  duty,  2s.  per  pair. 

44  Youths'  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced  at  and 
under  lis.  the  pair,  sizes  1  to  5,  7£  per  cent. 
ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  6d.  per  pair. 

44  Women's  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced  at  and 
under  8s.  the  pair,  sizes  2  to  7,  7J  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  6d.  per  pair. 

44  Girls'  and  maids'  boots  and  Bhoes,  invoiced 
at  and  under  8s.  the  pair,  sizes  7  to  1,  7J  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  per  pair. 

44  Children's  boots  and  shoes,  sizes  4  to  6,  7J 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  6d. 

44  Infants'  boots  and  Bhoes,  sizes  0  to  8,  free. 

"Slippers,  men's,  7£  per  cent,  ad  valorem* 
Fixed  duty,  Is.  per  pair. 

44  Slippers,  women's,  7}  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Fixed  duty,  9d.  per  pair. 

44  Slippers,  all  others,  7}  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Fixed  duty,  6d.  per  pair. 

44  Boots  and  shoes  n.o.e.,  25  per  cent. 

14  Boot-uppers — 
44  Men's  and  youths',  sizes  1  to  11,  7}  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  per 
pair. 
44  Women's,  7£  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Fixed 

duty,  9d.  per  pair. 
44  Leggings,  7$  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Fixed 
duty,  Is.  per  pair." 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert  after  the  word 
44 slippers,"  in  line  1,  the  following  words: 
44  and  uppers." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  to  strike  out "  7$ 
per  cent."  and 44  Fixed  duty,  2s.  per  pair,"  and  to- 
insert  the  words  4I 25  per  cent."  in  lieu  thereof. 
The  effeot  of  this  amendment  would  be  to  bring, 
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the  tariff  on  boots  and  shoes  back  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  as  contained  in  their 
first  tariff  resolutions — namely,  25  per  cent.,  or 
an  inorease  of  5  per  oent.  on  the  original  tariff 
on  boots  and  shoes.  With  the  exception  of 
Christchurch,  and,  perhaps,  Inveroargill,  the 
boot  trade  throughout  New  Zealand  were  op- 
posed to  the  heavy  compound  tariff  proposed 
by  the  Government.  The  question  ought  to 
be  settled  that  night.  Shipments  were  always 
arriving,  and  if  this  heavy  duty  were  imposed 
those  shipments  would  have  to  be  reshipped  to 
some  more  enlightened  country,  where  such 
an  excessive  tariff  was  not  imposed  upon  the 
people.  He  would  refer  honourable  members 
to  the  Boot-manufaoturers'  Association  of  Auck- 
land, and  to  the  operatives'  deputations  of  the 
same  city,  and  also  to  the  Manufacturers'  Asso- 
ciation of  Dunedin.  Deputations  from  those 
associations  met  the  Tariff  Commission,  and, 
from  the  evidence  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Commission,  it  would  be  seen  that  they  recom- 
mended that  the  present  rate  of  duty  should  be 
maintained.  That  being  the  case,  why  should 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  disturb  the  existing  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  oolony  to  the  extent  he 
was  doing  by  giving  the  enormous  protection 
proposed  ?  The  question  ought  to  be  settled  at 
once.  He  should  only  take  one  vote  upon  his 
motion ;  but  he  might  say  that  the  Treasurer 
was  making  a  mistake,  and  the  working- classes 
of  the  oolony  would  recognise  that,  if  an  enor- 
mous protective  duty  were  placed  on  a  few 
industries,  it  would  do  them  more  harm  than 
good,  and,  by  inducing  an  unwholesome  com- 
petition in  the  colony,  it  would  bring  about 
the  same  wretched  system  which  now  pre- 
vailed in  Victoria. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  hoped  that  honourable 
members  would  support  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha.  The 
proposed  duty  on  boots  and  shoes  was  simply 
absurd,  and  would  prohibit  the  importation  alto- 
gether. The  duty  was  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  requirements  of  the  trade,  and  he  thought 
that  even  if  the  duty  were  raised  5  per  cent,  it 
was  still  too  high.  As  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
said  he  wanted  more  revenue,  they  would  have 
to  let  him  have  it ;  but  he  hoped  honourable 
members  would  give  a  straight  vote  upon  the 
item  at  onoe,  and  so  save  further  trouble  when 
the  Bill  came  down. 

g30  Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  the 
course  taken  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  was  a  very  proper  one.  He  de- 
sired to  take  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the 
question  of  the  duty  on  boots  and  shoes.  The 
original  proposition  of  the  Government  was  25 
per  cent.,  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
now  proposed  to  go  back.  In  the  interim  the 
Committee  had  maintained  the  position  of  the 
Government  as  regarded  tea.  With  a  fixed  duty 
of  25  per  oent.  upon  boots  it  had  been  repre- 
sented to  the  Government,  not  from  Inveroar- 
gill and  Christchurch,  but  from  different  parts 
of  the  oolony,  that  that  tariff  was  unjust  to  the 
boot  and  shoe  industry,  and  was  unfair  even  to 
importers.  However,  the  honourable  member 
thought  this  a  proper  time  to  take  the  deoision 


on  that  point,  and  if  it  was  decided  in  favour 
of  the  amendment  the  Government  would  alter 
the  other  items  accordingly.  He  therefore 
asked  the  House  not  to  waste  any  further  time,, 
but  to  come  to  a  vote. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  it  was  interesting  to  find 
the  Premier  saying  this  was  the  proper  time  to 
move  this  amendment  when  on  the  previous 
three  questions  he  considered  it  inconvenient 
and  a  waste  of  time.  Of  course,  this  was  the 
right  time,  and  it  always  was ;  when  a  resolu- 
tion was  brought  down,  that  was  the  right  time 
to  disouss  it.  He  hoped  the  House  would  vote 
with  the  amendment.  In  the  paper  laid  before 
the  House  the  whole  thing  was  set  out  most 
carefully  on  a  basis  favourable  to  the  Trea- 
surer. Some  boots  were  taxed  at  83  per  oent., 
others  at  75  per  oent.,  and  at  60  per  cent.,  the 
lowest  being  26  per  oent.  In  other  words,  they 
had  a  tariff  whioh,  on  the  most  favourable  con- 
struction, was  equal  to  the  MoKinley  tariff. 
And  if  it  was  true,  as  he  was  sure  it  was,  that 
many  boots  and  shoes  were  invoiced  at  Is.  less, 
then  the  duty  amounted  to  upwards  of  225  per 
cent.  He  hoped  the  House  would  knock  out 
these  heavy  duties. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  the  resolutions  ought  to 
have  been  agreed  to  formally,  according  to  the 
general  custom  of  the  House,  whether  honour* 
able  members  agreed  with  them  individually  or 
not,  and  then  they  should  have  waited  for  the 
Tariff  Bill  to  discuss  them  item  by  item  in  the 
schedule.  But  the  statement  of  the  Premier 
put  a  different  complexion  on  the  position.  A 
number  of  members  had  been  supporting  the 
Government  on  matters  in  which  they  would 
have  preferred  to  record  a  more  deoided  opinion 
had  it  been  the  proper  time  to  do  so.  But 
if  they  were  to  have  the  decision  to-night  as 
a  final  instead  of  a  formal  decision,  what  was 
the  position?  They  had  been  endeavouring 
to  get  the  resolutions  passed  tentatively,  not 
with  a  view  of  recording  a  definite  opinion ;  and 
it  was  for  that  purpose  a  number  of  members 
had  sat  quiet  and  not  assisted  in  what  he  would 
not  call  systematic  obstruction,  but  delay,  which 
was  the  mildest  term  he  oould  apply.  But  it 
was  a  change  of  front  when  they  were  asked  to 
settle  the  matter  at  once  to  save  further  dis- 
cussion when  the  Bill  was  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  he  had  not  been  mis- 
understood. It  seemed  the  Committee  were 
determined  to  take  the  .decision  on  these  reso- 
lutions without  waiting  for  the  Bill  to  come 
down.  He  thought  it  was  a  very  inconvenient 
way  of  doing  business,  but  he  could  not  hinder 
the  honourable  gentleman  from  putting  his 
amendment ;  they  must  oome  to  a  decision  on 
it,  and  he  said,  Let  them  oome  to  that  de- 
oision and  get  on  with  business.  He  regretted 
if  he  had  not  made  the  position  plain,  and  if 
any  other  impression  had  been  conveyed  it  was 
not  his  fault,  for  he  had  very  plainly  objected 
to  action  being  taken  in  respect  to  formal  reso- 
lutions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  urge  upon  the 
Committee  a  very  weighty  reason  why  the 
amendment  should  be  carried.  The  Treasurer 
himself,  with  a  great  flourish  of  trumpets,  of 
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■which  they  did  not  hear  so  much  now,  told 
them  of  the  great  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
reciprocal  tariffs  with  Canada  and  South  Aus- 
tralia. There  was  no  doubt  at  all  that  re- 
ciprocal trade  must  be  cultivated  if  this  country 
was  to  be  put  in  the  best  position  to  sell  its 
.produce.  They  had  the  example  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria.  Each  of  those  oountries 
was  reducing  the  heavy  protective  duties  that 
had  been  mistakenly  levied  in  the  past,  and 
there  was  no  doubt  the  reduotion  of  those 
-duties  would  do  this  colony  an  enormous 
amount  of  good.  But  what  would  be  the 
•effect  of  such  a  protective  tariff  as  this?  It 
would  be  to  restrict  imports  to  this  oountry, 
and  compel  ships  to  get  the  main  portion  of 
their  freights  one  way  only, — from  farmers'  pro- 
duce,— and  still  further  raise  the  high  rates 
they  had  to  pay  for  the  carriage  of  produce  to 
England.  He  hoped,  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  the  Committee  would  refuse  to 
■carry  such  an  iniquitously  high  tariff. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  carried.  The  amendment  itself 
meant  over  40  per  cent.,  and,  if  they  could  not 
compete  in  such  a  trade  with  the  addition  of 
40  per  cent.,  they  should  let  it  alone  and  try 
something  else.  He  had  in  his  hand  an  in. 
.voice  under  the  present  tariff,  the  cost  of  which 
•was  £86  16s. :  the  proposed  duty  on  that  would 
be  £34  12s.  Surely  they  did  not  want  to  enter 
into  a  business  of  that  sort,  unless  they  wanted 
to  do  the  same  as  Victoria  had  done — begin  to 
.make  slop  boots  and  send  them  away  to  some 
other  country,  because  they  could  not  do  any 
business  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  own  con- 
sumers. 

Mr.  BELL  wished  to  express  sympathy  with 
the  honourable  members  for  Auckland  City 
{Mr.  Button  and  Mr.  Crowther)  and  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie).  They  had  advised  the  House  of  the 
•course  it  ought  to  take  with  regard  to  this 
resolution.  The  Premier  now  said  the  course 
taken  by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
was  a  very  fair  one,  and  that  this  was  a 
very  convenient  time  to  take  the  discussion. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  the  Premier  had  put  them 
in  a  very  strange  position.  He  had  practically 
abandoned  the  position  he  took  up.  They  had 
been  supporting  the  Government  because  it 
was  in  accordance  with  practice;  but  now 
the  Premier  said  the  honourable  member  for 
•Clutha  was  quite  right.  He  intended  to  vote 
in  the  direction  of  the  honourable  member's 
amendment  when  the  Bill  came  down,  but  now 
he  felt  himself  released  from  his  position,  and 
would  support  the  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  would  support  the  amendment, 
Although  not  satisfied  with  it.  The  proposal 
was  unjust  and  inequitable.  They  had  a  large 
body  of  men  working  in  their  vicinity  at  3s. 
and  4s.  a  day,  and  it  was  the  same  in  evsry 
city.  Under  such  conditions  men  could  not 
afford  to  pay  higher  rates  for  boots  and  shoes. 
Within  the  last  three  weeks  or  so,  too,  he 
believed  the  banks  had  generally  reduced 
salaries,  and  many  people  had  suffered  a  re- 
Mr.  Buchanan 


duction  of  income.  These  were  not  times 
when  they  could  afford  to  increase  taxation  on 
such  neoessaries  as  boots  and  shoes.  He  pro- 
posed at  the  proper  time — when  the  Bill  came 
down — to  move  a  reduction  to  20  per  cent. ;  but 
in  the  meantime,  since  these  resolutions  were 
only  tentative,  he  accepted  the  amendment, 
and  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  it. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  resolution." 

Ayes,  22. 


Cadman 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

Stevens 

Carroll 

Mills 

Tanner 

Qraham 

Parata 

Ward. 

Green 

Pirani 

Harris 

Beeves 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Allen 

Hutchison,  W. 

Seddon 
Noes,  31. 

Millar. 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Pinkerton 

Buddo 

Larnach 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buiok 

Massey 

Saunders 

Crowther 

MoGowan 

Steward 

Duthie 

McLaohlan 

Thompson,  R. 

Earnshaw 

McNab 

Thompson,  T. 

Fraser 

Meredith 

Wilson. 

Hall-Jones 

Mitchelson 

Heke 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Houston 

Morrison 

Button 

Kelly,  W. 

Newman 
Pairs. 

Maokenzie,  T. 

For 

Against. 

Carncross                 Stout 

Camel  I 

Hutchison,  G. 

Duncan 

McGuire 

Joyce 

Te  Ao 

Mackintosh.            Bell 

Majority  against,  9. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  struck  out. 

Mr.  ALLEN  desired  to  explain  that  he  called 
for  the  last  division  in  order  to  have  a  record 
of  the  voting ;  otherwise  he  would  have  voted 
with  the  "Noes." 

In  the  other  cases  where  "  7J  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  "  appears  those  words  were  struck  out, 
and  "25  per  cent,  ad  valorem"  inserted,  and 
the  duty  per  pair  was  also  struck  out. 

Resolutions  as  amended  agreed  to,  reported 
to  the  House,  and  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  resolutions  be 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  WARD  would  just  like  to  say  to  the 
House  that,  although  some  important  altera- 
tions had  been  made  in  Committee  upon  these 
resolutions,  yet,  looking  at  the  matter  broadly, 
he  was  not  dissatisfied.  He  thought  it  was 
only  right  that  the  House  should  know  that  the 
necessary  readjustment  whioh  would  be  called 
for  as  a  result  of  the  alterations  would  be  small 
in  his  opinion.  However,  he  proposed  to  go 
into  the  question  carefully,  and  by  the  time  the 
second  reading  of  the  Tariff  Bill  was  before  the 
House  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  furnish  honour- 
able members  with  as  far  as  possible  detail  in- 
formation to  enable  them  to  inform  themselves 
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as  to  what  the  position  was.  Speaking  gene- 
rally he  recognised  fully — as  he  presumed  every 
Treasurer  who  had  preceded  him  had  done — 
the  difficulty  of  getting  a  Tariff  Bill  through 
the  House.  He  oould  only  say  that  he  hoped, 
on  account  of  the  great  difficulty  surrounding 
a  tariff  and  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  as 
the  result  of  conflicting  interests,  that  this 
would  be  the  last  one  which  he  would  have 
the  pleasure  of  having  to  take  through  the 
House.    It  was  not  an  enviable  job. 

Mr.  SEDDON  concurred  with  what  had  been 
said  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  he  thought 
they  might  as  well  get  the  thing  out  of  the 
way. 

Captain  RUSSELL  might  be  allowed  to  ex- 
press his  sincere  and  fervent  hope  that  this 
would  be  the  last  tariff  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  have  to  take  through  the 
House.  He  had  seen  several  tariffs  introduced 
in  that  House,  and  he  had  seen  some  of  them 
emerge  from  Committee  very  much  altered,  but 
he  had  never  seen  suoh  alterations  made  as  had 
been  made  in  this  instance,  and  he  was  con- 
vinced that  there  had  never  been  such  a  hash 
of  any  tariff,  or  a  case  in  which  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  understood  so  little  about  the 
matter,  and  with  regard  to  which  his  colleagues 
understood  less. 

Mr.  BELL  ventured  to  think  that  honourable 
members  were  entitled  to  a  little  more  from 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  from  the  Premier. 
They  were  entitled  to  a  retractation  of  all  that 
those  honourable  gentlemen  had  said  about  a 
waste  of  the  time  of  the  House.  Both  Ministers 
had  now  practically  admitted  that  the  time  of 
the  House  had  not  been  wasted,  and  that  the 
work  done  in  Committee  had  been  such  that 
they  were  satisfied  with  the  result.  Consider- 
ing what  Ministers  had  said,  he  thought  honour- 
able members  deserved  an  apology  from  them 
for  their  statements. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  inoonvenience  whioh 
had  been  caused  to  trade  in  the  country  in 
connection  with  this  matter  had  been  very 
serious.  He  trusted  that  the  Premier  would 
carry  out  his  promise  to  bring  on  the  Bill  next 
day,  and  that  they  would  then  proceed  with  it 
until  the  matter  was  finally  settled. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  was  afraid  the  con- 
gratulations of  Ministers  were  rather  prema- 
ture. The  whole  thing  would  have  to  be  fought 
over  again.  It  did  not  at  all  follow,  because 
the  resolutions  had  been  agreed  to  in  this  ten- 
tative way,  that  they  would  be  agreed  to  when 
the  Bill  was  before  the  House.  He  thought 
the  Minister  would  have  to  take  into  his  cal- 
culation some  account  of  the  reductions  which 
might  yet  be  made.  He  could  see  several  things 
upon  which  probably  very  important  reductions 
would  be  made.  He  hoped  the  Treasurer  would 
keep  that  in  mind. 

Mr.  WARD  would  just  like  to  say  that  he 
regretted  exceedingly,  in  Committee,  that  the 
resolutions  were  not  formally  assented  to.  He 
believed,  with  one  exception,  that  it  had  been 
the  usual  practice  to  pass  suoh  resolutions 
formally  and  without  lengthy  discussion.  Con- 
stitutional usage  prescribed  that  suoh  resolu- 


tions should  be  passed  in  a  formal  way.  While 
he  regretted  that  the  resolutions  were  not  oar- 
ried  formally,  yet  there  was  something  to  be 
thankful  for,  and  that  was  the  amendment 
carried  on  the  motion  of  the  honourable'  mem- 
ber for  Clutha.  He  desired  to  tell  the  House 
that  the  honourable  members  had  on  this 
matter  done  the  Government  very  excellent 
service  indeed.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  aware  of  the  fact* 
that  his  amendment  in  regard  to  boots  and 
shoes  would  give  the  Treasury  more  revenue 
than  the  resolutions  as  brought  down.  He 
hoped  that  the  honourable  members  who  sup- 
ported the  honourable  gentleman's  amendment 
would  feel  happy  under  the  oircumstances, . 
because  he  very  shrewdly  suspeoted  they  op- 
posed the  resolutions  as  brought  down  by  him- 
self upon  the  ground  that  they  involved  an 
increase  of  revenue.  He  had  tried  to  readjust, 
the  duty  on  certain  classes  of  goods,  because 
many  people  in  the  country  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  present  tariff,  and  he  therefore  pro- 
posed a  sliding-scale.  The  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  applied  to  the' 
whole  of  the  lower-class  boots  and  shoes  as 
well  as  to  the  higher -class  goods;  and  the 
items,  as  amended,  would  give  considerably 
more  revenue  than  the  proposals  which  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  had  brought  down.  He  thought  it  was 
only  right  that  honourable  members  should 
know  that.  The  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
was  not  in  his  place,  but  he  was  sure,  when 
the  honourable  member  went  into  the  matter, . 
he  would  feel  rather  surprised.  He  did  not- 
think  that  any  other  questions  raised  during  the 
debate  required  any  further  reply  from  him. 
Resolutions  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 
10  Mr.    SEDDON  moved,  That  the 

second    order   of    the    day,    for   the 
further  consideration  of  the  Alcoholic  Liquors 
Sale  Control  Bill  in  Committee,  be  postponed, . 
in  order  that  the  House  might  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 
The  House  divided. 


Cadman 

Carroll 

Collins 

Graham 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

Hutchison,  W. 

Larnach 

MoGowan 

Buohanan 

Buddo 

Buiok 

Button 

Crowther 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Green 


Ayes,  29. 
MoKenzie,  J. 
McLaohlan 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pere 

Pinkerton 
Reeves 

Noes,  25. 
Hall-Jones 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McNab 
Mitohelson 
Newman 
Pirani 


Saunders 

Seddon 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Millar 
Stevens. 


Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Steward. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Wilson. 
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For. 
Carncross 
Duncan 
Joyce 
Lawry 
Mackintosh. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Stout 
McGuire 
Te  Ao 

Hutchison,  G. 
Bell. 


Majority  for  4. 
Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  House  went  into 
^Committee  of  Supply. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Glass  II. — Colonial  Secretaby. 

Minister's  salary,  £400. 
'  Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  that  on  the  first 
item  they  had  a  right  to  "  go  as  you  please  "  on 
•anything  that  appeared  in  the  estimates.  Now, 
he  wauted  to  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer  how 
this  item  of  £145,400  of  debentures  issued  in 
the  current  year  for  increases  of  sinking  fund 
was  made  up. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  this  was  not  a  matter 
•contained  in  the  estimates,  upon  which  the 
honourable  member  was  entitled  to  ask  him 
-questions. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  they  were  coming  to  a 
peculiar  position  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  these  estimates  was  prompted 
by  the  Premier  to  refuse  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion. He  asked  the  Chairman's  ruling  if  they 
had  not  a  right  on  this  first  vote  to  refer  to  any 
item  they  pleased  on  the  estimates,  and  to  ask 
any  question.  He  would  ask  the  Chairman's 
ruling  whether  the  question  he  had  asked  was 
nqt  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  thought  the  rule  was  very 
clear.  On  the  first  vote  proposed  on  the  esti- 
mates any  of  the  items  in  the  whole  of  the 
estimates  might  be  discussed,  and  debated, 
and  considered  until  the  first  vote  was  passed, 
'but  anything  outside  the  estimates  he  did  not 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  had  a  right  to 
.  demand  an  explanation  of. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  item  alluded  to  was  in 
the  estimates. 

Mr.  WARD.— No. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  look  at  the  table  of  interest  and 
sinking  fund  he  would  find  it.  The  honour- 
able  gentleman  was  not  taken  by  surprise.  He 
wrote  him  a  letter  some  time  ago  telling  him 
this  question  would  be  asked  when  the  first 
item  in  the  estimates  came  on,  and  that  the 
information  was  necessary.  He  asked  him  if 
ho  would  inform  the  Committee  how  the  com- 
putation was  arrived  at  by  whioh  £145,000  had 
been  already  raised  this  year  for  accretions  of 
-sinking  fund. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  correct   that   the 
honourable  gentleman  had  written  to  him  tell- 
ing him  he  intended  to  ask  this  question,  and 
he  desired  to  say  that  what  the  honourable 
^gentleman  wanted,  and  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  wanted,  was 
detailed  information  in  connection   with   an 
item  in  the  Financial  Statement.    They  asked 
••him  what  had  never  been  asked  of  any  Trea- 
surer, and  what  it  was  a  most  unusual  thing  to 
~do;.and  he  told  the  honourable  gentleman 


Slainly  it  was  not  his  intention  to  give  these 
etails,  as  this  was  not  the  time  to  give  them. 
As  the  actual  issues  of  debentures  were  made 
against  the  accretions  of  the  sinking  fund,  they 
would  be  furnished  in  the  Financial  Statement. 
Next  year's  Statement  would  give  the  actual 
amount  that  might  then  be  used .  But  if  honour- 
able members  were  going,  in  dealing  with  the 
ordinary  items  on  the  estimates,  to  ask  for  de- 
tailed information  in  connection  with  amounts 
fixed  by  statutes,  as  these  permanent  charges 
were  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  he  must 
say  it  was  very  unusual,  and  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  thought  the  matterover  carefully  he 
would  not  be  able  to  show  him  (Mr.  Ward)  any 
precedent  for  the  request  that  he  was  now 
asking  him  to  comply  with.  In  the  ordinary 
course  of  things  this  matter  would  be  referred 
to  in  the  Financial  Statement  when  it  came 
down  next  year. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  it  was  all  very  well  to  say 
this.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  got  into  the 
habit  of  simply  laughing,  without  answering 
the  question  put  to  him,  and  that  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  piece  of  rudeness.  He 
had  asked  a  pertinent  question — one  that  he 
had  a  right  to  ask,  and  one  that  was  asked  year 
after  year.  It  was  not  in  reference  to  next 
year's  estimates;  it  was  in  reference  to  an 
item  contained  in  this  year's  estimates,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  no  right  to  give 
the  reply  he  had  given.  Every  member  had 
a  right  to  ask  this  question.  If  they  asked  for 
a  return  showing  how  this  £145,000  was  made 
up  they  got  no  answer.  It  had  been  moved  for 
several  times,  and  they  had  had  no  reply.  He 
maintained  that  the  House  ought  to  nave  be- 
fore it  the  information  how  this  £145,000  was 
made  up. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  understand  the  refusal 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  give  them  this  in- 
formation. It  was  information  the  House  and 
the  countiy  ought  to  have,  and  there  was  a 
special  reason  for  asking  for  it  at  this  time. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  knew  that  perfectly 
well.  It  was  that  an  alteration  had  been  made 
this  year  in  making  up  the  computation.  They 
wanted  to  know  what  that  alteration  was. 
They  had  a  fair  idea  of  what  it  might  be,  but 
they  wanted  to  know  what  it  was.  He  said  that 
up  to  this  year  the  debentures  had  not  been 
issued  for  sinking  funds  of  local  bodies'  loans, 
and  in  the  computation  up  to  this  year  there 
had  not  been  included  the  sinking  fund  with 
regard  to  the  Government  loans  to  local  bodies. 
This  was  so  this  year,  and  they  ought  to  know 
how  much  was  being  raised  by  way  of  deben- 
tures towards  the  acoretions  of  sinking  funds 
on  acoount  of  the  Government  loans  to  local 
bodies.  If  they  were  refused  that  information, 
information  was  kept  back  from  the  country 
which  the  country  ought  to  have.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  was  not  treating  them  as  members 
should  be  treated  when  he  said  he  would  not 
give  that  information.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
said  that  next  year  he  would  give  it :  but  they 
did  not  want  it  next  year ;  they  wanted  it  now. 
They  wanted  to  know  what  the  alteration  was ; 
how  much  was  being  raised;  why  on  sinking 
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land  already  paid  by  local  bodies  into  the 
coffers  of  the  oountry  the  Government  were 
raising  money  by  borrowing  to  pay  out  again. 
He  thought  the  matter  was  of  considerable  im- 
portance as  a  matter  of  policy,  and  that  the 
House  ought  to  know  what  it  was.  If  honour- 
able members  permitted  the  Government  to  go 
on  without  knowing  about  this  they  were  not 
doing  their  duty  to  the  House  or  the  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  the  House  would  follow 
the  ordinary  course!  which  was  that  any  sum 
which  had  to  be  voted  on  the  estimates  was 
open  for  discussion  on  the  first  item.  That  was 
the  time-honoured  custom ;  but  to  go  outside 
that,  and  to  inquire  into  questions  of  policy 
with  regard  to  items  they  were  not  voting  at  all 
— with  regard  to  the  £145,000  which  was  on  the 
table,  but  was  not  included  in  the  money  to  be 
voted— was  irregular.  Permanent  charges  were 
not  voted  at  all  by  the  House.  They  were 
ordered  to  be  paid  by  law ;  and  he  might  say 
that  there  was  the  safeguard  of  the  Controller 
and  Auditor-General.  Now,  the  Controller  and 
Audi  tor- General  would  not  permit  any  deben- 
tures to  be  issued  with  regard  to  the  accre- 
tions of  sinking  funds  to  local  bodies  unless 
it  was  legal  to  do  so.  What  he  had  risen  to 
call  attention  to  was  the  fact  that  on  the  esti- 
mates it  was  a  question  of  expenditure  under 
the  various  heads.  The  question  now  was  the 
item  "  Minister's  salary."  However,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  could  not  be  said  to  have  been  dis- 
courteous in  respect  of  the  matter,  because  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  had  asked 
a  question  upon  this  subject  the  last  day  he 
was  present,  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
answered  the  question  very  fully.  Having  then 
answered  the  question  fully,  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity now  to  waste  the  time  of  the  Committee 
in  again  answering  it.  He  thought  this  should 
be  sufficient,  and  he  hoped  members  would 
get  on  with  the  business  and  would  do  some 
work. 

Mr.  FRASER  did  not  suppose  there  would 
have  been  any  necessity  to  ask  the  Treasurer 
this  question  had  he  fulfilled  a  promise  given 
when  the  financial  debate  was  being  con- 
ducted. This  question  of  seizing  the  sinking 
funds  of  these  local  bodies  was  adverted  to  by 
several  honourable  members  on  the  Opposition 
side,  and  the  Treasurer  repeatedly  said  that  he 
would  give  information  on  the  subject  when  he 
replied.  Now,  he  asked  honourable  members 
if  it  was  not  the  case  that  when  replying  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  did  not  say  a  single  word 
about  it. 

Mr.  WARD.— There  was  not  time. 

Mr.  FRASER  said  there  was  plenty  of  time, 
because  the  Treasurer  simply  mentioned  the 
subject  and  then  went  away  to  something  else, 
but  never  said  a  single  word  in  explanation  of 
the  policy  of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
the  sinking  funds  of  the  local  bodies.  As  to 
the  Premier's  contention  that  this  was  a 
matter  that  was  not  on  the  estimates,  whv, 
they  had  only  to  look  at  page  5  and  they  would 
find  distinct  appropriations  for  sinking  funds 
for  these  local  bodies.  This  was  part  of  the 
subjects  to  be  considered.    The  question  was  a 


very  important  one,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  insist  upon  having  some  further  informa- 
tion about  it  at  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that  while  they 
were  asking  for  information  he  would  like  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  explain  some  state- 
ments regarding  increases.  He  had  been  told 
that  when  he  was  out  of  the  House  a  few 
minutes  ago  the  Treasurer  had  stated  that  the 
increase  in  the  Customs  revenue  under  his  (Mr. 
Mackenzie's)  amendment  would  be  enormous. 
That  was  absolutely  absurd. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  now  referring  to  a  past  debate. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  would  not  like 
to  evade  the  Standing  Orders,  but  having  said 
it  he  could  not  unsay  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  that  being  so,  he  merely 
wished  to  give  a  contradiction.  The  statement 
he  (Mr.  Ward)  had  made  was  absolutely  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— It  was  entirely 
absurd. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— This  discussion  cannot 
hd  ftllowfid 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  wanted  to  get 
some  information.  He  had  had  motions  for 
returns  time  after  time  placed  on  the  Order 
Paper  of  the  House,  but  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
had  opposed  the  returns,  and  had  given  them 
no  information  at  all.  He  understood  that  in 
discussing  these  items  they  had  considerable 
scope,  and  he  wanted  to  know  why  sleepers 
were  sent  down  to  Catlin's  River  at  a  price  far 
in  excess  of  the  value.  He  had  moved  for  re- 
turns to  get  information,  but  that  information 
had  been  absolutely  refused.  He  took  this 
opportunity  of  saying  that,  instead  of  the 
sleepers  being  thoroughly  good,  sound  sleepers, 
he  was  informed  that  a  great  many  of  them 
were  rotten,  and  they  were  so  absolutely  in- 
ferior that  they  had  had  to  put  double  the 
quantity  on  the  line  to  carry  the  ordinary  traffic. 
That  district  was  full  of  extraordinarily  good 
timber — totara,  kowhai,  timber  of  the  finest 
quality — but  the  timber  in  the  locality  was  not 
used,  but  this  timber  was  sent  round  from  the 
Premier's  constituency,  at  an  enormous  cost. 
He  was  there  to  declare  that  so  long  as  he  held 
a  position  in  the  House  he  should  not  permit 
jobbery  of  that  description  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  oountry.  They  were  neither  more  nor  less 
than  rotten  sleepers  that  had  been  sent  round ; 
and  not  only  was  that  so,  but  he  would  tell  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Nelson  City 
that  these  sleepers  had  also  been  sent  round  to 
his  district— to  Belgrove — from  the  West  Coast. 
He  had  seen  that  the  Nelson  newspapers  stated 
that  timber  of  equal  quality  could  be  got  for 
Is.  8d.  or  Is.  9d.  He  did  not  say  the  state- 
ment was  correct,  for  he  did  not  know  the  dis- 
trict, but  it  was  certainly  in  the  papers.  He 
believed  that  white-pine  was  being  sent  into 
these  districts  for  silver-pine. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber must  be  reminded  that,  although  consider- 
able latitude  was  given  in  Committee  of  Supply 
on  discussion  of  the  first  vote  on  the  estimates, 
he  must  not  go  beyond  a  certain  point— that 
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was,  not  beyond  the  items  contained  in  the 
whole  of  the  estimates. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  found  an  item 
in  the  estimates— an  item,  £500 — for  printing 
the  "  Transactions  of  the  New  Zealand  Insti- 
tute." In  those  volumes  they  would  find 
statements  at  various  times  that  there  were 
different  qualities  of  timber,  and  that  silver-pine 
was  not  of  that  excellent  quality  the  Premier 
wished  to  lead  them  to  believe  it  was,  and  it 
was  easy  to  deceive  people  by  sending  them 
white-pine  instead.  In  those  Transactions  tbey 
would  find  it  stated  that  kowhai  timber  would 
last  ten  times  as  long  as  silver-pine.  If  that 
was  so,  he  asked  why  money  should  be  spent 
in  sending  at  the  public  expense  sleepers  of 
inferior  quality  into  a  district  where  superior 
timber  was  to  be  had.  There  was  also  an  item 
on  the  estimates  for  sleepers.  In  this  connec- 
tion he  would  like  to  say  that  the  Premier  had 
declared,  when  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  wanted 
a  list  of  the  prices  which  the  department  was 
paying  for  the  sleepers,  that  no  contraot  had 
been  let  at  all,  and  therefore  that  he  could 
not  supply  him  with  the  return  he  asked  for. 
Unfortunately,  that  honourable  gentleman's 
memory  was  very  short,  because  when  he  re- 
plied to  the  question  of  the  21st  August  he  said 
that  the  last  tender  was  for  21,000  at  2s.  2d. ; 
and  yet  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  when  he 
refused  him  a  return  as  to  the  prices  paid  for 
the  sleepers,  he  had  declared  that  no  tender 
had  ever  been  called  for.  These  things  re- 
quired clearing  up,  and  as  long  as  he  held  a 
seat  in  the  House  he  should  ventilate  them. 
Then,  he  had  asked  for  a  return  of  correspond- 
ence in  connection  with  sleepers  sent  up  to 
the  Rotorua  Railway  ;  but  would  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  give  them  a  return  of  that  corre- 
spondence with  the  Engineer?  Nothing  of 
the  sort,  because  he  knew  that  the  corre- 
spondence would  reveal  the  fact  he  had  de- 
clared— that  numbers  had  been  rejected,  and 
that  others  would  have  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
course  of  a  year  or  two. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  very  ready  at  making  accusations  against 
any  honourable  member  with  whom  he  might 
happen  to  disagree.  It  was  a  very  easy  thing 
to  talk  loudly  in  the  House  and  to  reflect  upon 
people  who  were  just  as  respectable  as  the 
people  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  dis- 
trict. But  really  they  had  had  a  little  too 
much  of  this  sort  of  thing.  It  was  all  very 
well  for  honourable  members  to  get  up  and 
make  serious  reflections  upon  people  who  hap- 
pened to  reside  in  the  locality  represented  by 
the  Premier,  but  to  do  so  was  grossly  unfair 
and  unjust.    These  statements  were  not  true. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— They  are  true. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  they 
were  absolutely  untrue,  and  he  was  speaking 
impartially.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
had  ample  opportunity  time  and  again  in  the 
House  to  ascertain  from  the  Premier  what  the 
position  was  in  connection  with  the  contracts 
to  which  he  had  referred,  and  to  hear  what 
the  Premier  had  to  say  in  connection  with 
the  matter,  but  he  had  seised  the  chance  of 
The  Chairman 


making  a  strong  personal  attack  on  the  Pre- 
mier during  his  absence,  and  without  having 
given  any  intimation  of  it.  The  honourable 
member,  in  doing  this  in  the  absence  of  the 
Premier,  had  done  that  which  was  generally 
condemned  in  any  English-speaking  commu- 
nity—he had  attacked  a  man  behind  his  baok : 
10  30  thafc  was  wna'  the  honourable  gentle- 
'  man  was  doing  on  this  occasion.  It 
was  unfair  to  himself,  it  was  unfair  to  the  dis- 
trict he  represented,  and  it  was  grossly  unfair 
to  the  Premier.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  knew  nothing 
of  the  circumstances  in  detail  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred,  but  he  did 
know  this:  that  every  contract  carried  on, 
either  for  sleepers  or  for  anything  else,  was 
under  the  supervision  of  men  who  had  to  see 
that  proper  material  was  supplied ;  and,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  gross  jobbery 
was  going  on  in  connection  with  this  sleeper 
business,  that  was  a  reflection  upon  the  officer 
placed  in  charge.  In  a  case  of  that  sort  it 
was  only  right  the  honourable  member  should 
have  made  his  oharges  in  the  proper  way,  so 
that  a  thorough  investigation  might  be  made 
into  those  charges. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  could  not  get  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated  he  could  not  get  it.  Instead  of  making 
these  charges  in  a  proper  way,  the  honourable 
gentleman  got  up  in  the  absence  of  the 
Premier  and  flung  those  charges  broadcast.  It 
was  very  unfair,  he  did  not  care  what  part  an 
honourable  member  came  from,  to  make  such, 
charges  as  these.  An  honourable  member  in- 
tended to  be  attacked  should  have  a  fair  in- 
timation that  it  was  intended  to  attack  him, 
so  as  to  have  an  opportunity  of  defending  him- 
self. While  strong  partisanship  might  actuate 
an  honourable  member  in  attacking  another, 
they  should,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,, 
be  fair  to  one  another;  and  what  the  honour- 
able member  had  done  was  not  a  fair  way  to 
go  about  things.  He  now  merely  wished  to 
say  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Suburbs  that,  carried  away  by  some  temper, 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  him  as 
being  rude.  He  was  not  rude,  and  had  no  in- 
tention of  being  rude  ;  but,  even  supposing  he 
intended  to  be  rude,  he  should  be  exceedingly 
sorry  to  take  the  honourable  gentleman  as  a 
guide  in  this  matter,  because  there  was  no- 
member  who  did  less  of  what  could  be  in- 
dorsed as  being  completely  aboveboard  than  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself.  Although  that 
honourable  gentleman  went  quietly  about 
doing  things,  and  thought  nobody  knew  them, 
still  they  were  perfectly  well  known.  It  was 
not  a  usual  thing  to  use  another  member  of  the 
House,  instead  of  going  straight  oneself  about 
things ;  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  did  that 
sort  of  thing,  and  now  he  stood  up  to  give  him 
a  lecture  on  rudeness.  He  would  recommend 
the  honourable  gentleman  not  to  live  in  a  glass- 
house himself,  before  he  made  reflections  upon 
him  (Mr.  Ward)  for  being  rude. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — I  asked  a  Bimple  question,, 
and  you  laughed. 
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Mr.  WARD  said  he  did  not  laugh.  The 
honourable  gentleman  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruoe  rose  together;  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
turned  round  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  and  said,  •*  Go  on."  What  he  laughed 
at  was  the  way  he  said  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce,  "Go  on"  —  the  comical 
way  in  which  he  had  done  it.  If  he  intended 
to  laugh,  he  would  laugh,  and  that  could  not 
be  termed  rude  under  any  circumstances. 

Mr.  BELL.— But  you  did  laugh. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  so  seldom  saw  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell) 
laugh  that  he  knew  it  was  a  perfect  treat  to 
that  honourable  gentleman  to  see  some  one  else 
laugh. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  prior  to  the  half- 
hour  adjournment  he  had  intended  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reference  to  some  remarks  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Glutha.  The 
honourable  member,  he  understood,  was  very 
courageous  during  his  absence,  and  made  some 
very  rash  statements.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber was  in  the  habit  of  doing  so ;  but  he  would 
like  to  tell  him  this :  that  argument  was  one 
thing,  but  buffoonery  was  another,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  at  present  holding 
a  most  unenviable  position  in  the  House — a 
position  that  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  deeply  regretted 
to  see  him  holding.  He  was  not  trusted  by 
those  on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  he  was 
fast  coming  to  the  position  of  not  being  looked 
on  with  respect  by  honourable  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  He  had  seen  the  honour- 
able gentleman  not  able  to  get  a  teller,  and  he 
had  to  rely  on  a  Native  member  to  act  in  that 
capacity.  Any  member  in  that  position  was 
lowered  to  a  great  extent  in  the  eyes  of  the 
House  and  the  country.  He  had  at  times 
said  a  few  friendly  words  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  he  now  told  him  that  he 
deeply  regretted  that  he  was  so  fast  approaching 
that  unenviable  position,  and  was  not  doing 
justice  to  himself  or  to  his  better  nature.  He 
(Mr.  Seddon)  wished  to  come  to  his  rescue  a 
little  oftener.  The  rules  of  the  House  pre- 
vented him  from  referring  to  a  past  debate. 
What  was  the  ground  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's attack  upon  him  during  his  absence? 
What  had  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  done  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  say  in  the  House 
that  there  was  corruption  in  respect  to  the 
administration  of  a  department  he  was  at  pre- 
sent the  head  of  ?  He  should  have  thought,  if 
the  honourable  member  had  anything  to  say 
to  him  in  respect  to  any  matter  of  administra- 
tion, the  least  he  might  have  done  was  to  give 
him  timely  warning.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  had 
never  in  that  House — and  he  had  been  in 
opposition,  and  he  challenged  any  member 
in  the  House  to  say  that  he  had — made  an 
unfair  attack  upon  the  honourable  gentleman, 
or  attacked  him  in  his  absence  when  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  what  he  said. 
In  the  position  which  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  held 
he  must  necessarily  put  up  occasionally  with 
adverse  criticism,  and  as  long  as  that  criticism 
kept  within  fair  and  legitimate  bounds  he  never 
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complained;  but  the  honourable  member  had 
gone  beyond  that  limit,  and  he  would  find  that 
the  Premier  of  the  colony  had  something  left 
in  him  of  the  member  for  Kumara.  He  told 
him  that  very  plainly,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
not  transgress  again  as  he  had  done  that  even- 
ing. He  might  tell  the  honourable  member  he 
would  not  advance  his  position  in  that  House 
by  imputing  corruption  either  to  the  Premier, 
or  to  any  Minister,  or  to  any  member  of  that 
House.  He  would  not  improve  his  position  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Gome  to  the  facts  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  as  far  as  the  facta 
of  the  case  were  concerned,  they  were  against 
the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Thev  are  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  fact  of  their  being 
against  the  honourable  member  was  the  reason 
why  he  commenced  to  impute  motives.  He 
understood  the  honourable  member  said  there 
was  corruption  in  connection  with  the  sleeper 
contracts. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  never  said  "cor- 
ruption." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
said  "  jobbery  " :  that  was  another  term.  There 
was  no  question  of  degree  between  corruption 
and  jobbery.  There  was  no  corruption  or  job- 
bery ;  and,  if  the  honourable  member  had  such 
a  charge  to  make,  in  all  fairness  he  should 
have  given  the  Premier  due  notioe  of  making 
this  uncalled-for  attack. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Premier  had 
two  months'  notioe  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  he 
would  not  bring  it  up. 

The  CHAIRMAN  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  interrupt. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  say  this  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman :  that  it  was  only  recently — 
not  very  long  ago— that  the  honourable  member 
insulted  one  of  the  most  honourable,  upright 
men  in  that  House — he  alluded  to  Mr.  Button 
— a  most  uncalled-for  attack,  most  insulting, 
and  most  unwarranted. 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  Was 
not  the  Premier  going  Deyond  the  latitude 
allowed  on  the  first  item  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN  thought  the  Premier  was 
referring  now  to  some  past  debate. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Give  him  his  spoke 
he  requires  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha — he  always 
obeyed  the  ruling  of  the  Chair.  He  was  say- 
ing that  the  honourable  member  had  not  been 
doing  justice  to  himself.  He  was  saying  he 
had  gone  beyond  the  bounds  of  what  they 
might  call  that  courtesy  which  was  generally 
extended  to  honourable  members,  particularly 
when  they  were  absent  from  the  Chamber. 
Now,  what  had  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated?  He  had  stated,  he  believed,  that  the 
sleepers  on  the  West  Coast  were  of  a  very  in- 
ferior olaes.  Now,  he  would  quote  no  further 
authority  to  him  than  the  honourable  member 
for  Eden  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  who  had  stated  in 
that  House,  and  it  would   be  found  in  the 
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records,  that  it  was  a  moot  point  as  to  whether 
the  puriri  or  silver-pine  sleeper  was  the  best 
sleeper  obtainable  in  New  Zealand.  In  fact, 
the  superior  timbers  were  not  to  be  found  in  the 
Oatlin's  River  district.  In  fact,  the  opinion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Eden  was  that, 
there  not  being  puriri  or  silver-pine  sleepers  in 
that  district,  there  was  no  other  timber  there 
that  could  be  compared  with  the  two  timbers 
he  had  mentioned.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
would  say,  in  respect  to  the  selection  of  these 
timbers  for  the  purpose  of  making  sleepers,  that 
the  Government  were  simply  guided  by  their 
experts,  and  in  making  a  selection  he  had 
simply  done  what  his  officers  had  advised,  and 
in  that  respect  he  hoped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  not  say  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
jobbery.  Then,  the  honourable  member  had 
referred  to  some  correspondence  which  he  had 
alleged  existed  as  between  the  overseer  or 
Engineer  in  charge  of  the  Bolorua  Railway 
and  the  Government.  Well,  in  this  respect  the 
honourable  member  had  again  degenerated.  He 
had  been  flying  about  the  Government  Build- 
ings obtaining  information  from  officers  of  the 
department,  and  he  came  there  and  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  made  use  of  that  informa- 
tion ;  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  would  tell  the  House 
that  information  was  entirely  misleading.  The 
honourable  member  could  not  get  the  details, 
and  hence  he  made  the  attack.  He  thought, 
probably,  by  doing  that  he  would  force  him  to 
come  from  the  position  he  had  taken  up.  He 
wished  to  get,  and  would  if  he  possibly  could, 
get  it.  He  wanted  to  know  who  there  was  who 
would,  behind  the  back  of  the  Minister,  give 
information  to  a  member,  misleading  the  mem- 
ber, and  then  getting  a  member  to  move  in 
that  House.  If  the  honourable  member  had 
come  to  him,  as  a  member  might,  and  asked 
him  if  there  was  this  correspondence,  and  if 
he  might  see  that  correspondence,  he  {Mr. 
Seddon)  would  have  had  no  objection  what- 
ever to  giving  the  honourable  member  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  it ;  but  the  way  he 
had  gone  about  his  business  in  this  respect 
was  such  that  he,  as  head  of  the  department, 
would  not  tolerate,  either  from  that  honour- 
able member  or  from  any  member  of  the  House. 
Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  should  not 
oomplain  with  regard  to  the  Oatlin's  River 
district,  or  as  to  the  publio-works  expenditure 
in  that  district.  The  Minister  of  Lands  had 
done  justice  to  the  district,  and  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  punished  that  district  because 
the  honourable  member  was  opposed  to  them. 
If  the  honourable  member  would  impute  cor- 
rupt motives,  and  state  that  jobbery  occurred, 
then  they  might  ask  this  question :  Was  not  a 
very  large  amount  of  the  expenditure  in  that 
district  in  the  direction  of  helping  to  enhance 
the  value  of  properties  of  which  the  honourable 
member  himself  was  the  owner  ?  That  was  a 
question  he  might  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man if  he  wished  to  impute  motives,  and  job- 
bery and  corruption ;  but  he  would  not  do  so. 
As  the  law  stood,  there  was  no  Betterment  Act 
in  existence,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
done  well  to  his  district,  and  the  Government 
Mr.  Seddon 


had  done  justice  to  that  district.  With  regard 
to  the  prices  paid  for  sleepers,  he  promised  the 
honourable  gentleman  he  would  have  the  fullest 
information,  and  he  quoted  from  returns  that 
had  been  handed  to  him  by  the  head  of  his  de- 
partment, showing  the  price  on  the  West  Coast 
for  silver-pine  sleepers,  which  was  2s.  4d.  The 
charge  for  the  carriage  of  these  sleepers  to  other 
districts  brought  them  up  to  8s.  6d.  When  he 
was  asked  about  getting  sleepers  in  the  district 
the  honourable  gentleman  represented,  he  gave 
instructions  that,  if  procurable,  the  sleepers 
should  be  obtained  locally ;  and,  to  show  how 
wrong  the  honourable  member  was  in  imputing 
what  he  had  imputed,  he  might  say  that  he  gave 
instructions  that  if  sleepers  could  be  obtained 
at  the  same  price,  or  even  at  a  little  higher 
price  than  on  the  West  Coast,  they  should  be 
obtained  locally.  He  had  got  a  return,  and 
that  return  showed  that  the  sleepers  could  not 
be  obtained.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would,  under  these  circumstances,  not 
blame  him  for  what  he  was  forced  to  do  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  colony,  and  on  the  best 
advice  that  could  be  got. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  supposed  he  ought  to 
feel  crushed  by  the  honourable  gentleman; 
but,  strange  to  say,  he  did  not  feel  crushed  in 
the  least.  The  first  part  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  speech  was  personal  abuse,  quite 
characteristic  of  the  Premier.  When  the 
honourable  gentleman  told  him  he  had  not 
got  the  respect  of  the  House,  and  that  he  was 
not  listened  to  by  his  own  side  of  the  House, 
he  stated  that  which  was  not  correct ;  and  if, 
in  bringing  what  he  considered  to  be  a  wrong 
transaction  to  light  in  the  House,  he  lost  the 
respect  of  both  sides  of  the  House,  then  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  lose  that  respect.  He  would 
now  come  to  a  few  of  the  points  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  dwelt  upon.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie) 
could  not  get  a  teller  on  one  occasion  to  tell 
with  him  on  a  certain  question.  What  was 
the  subject  ?  He  moved  that  Natives  should 
not  be  supplied  with  liquor  in  any  town  in  New 
Zealand  having  a  population  of  less  than  five 
thousand.  He  could  not  get  a  member  in  the 
House  to  tell  with  him,  until  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  agreed 
to  do  so,  and  Hansard  would  show  that  that 
was  the  only  occasion  on  which  the  honourable 
member  (Mr.  Heke)  had  told  with  him  alone. 
If  that  was  considered  a  disgrace,  then  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  accept  it  as  such;  but  he 
said  it  was  a  creditable  motion,  for  he  had 
seen  liquor  supplied  to  unfortunate  Natives  in 
this  country  to  such  an  extent  that  he  felt 
he  was  quite  justified  in  endeavouring  to  force 
legislation  through  the  House  to  prevent  these 
Natives  from  getting  liquor,  and,  if  he  was  un- 
able to  get  a  teller,  then  it  did  not  reflect  muoh 
credit  on  many  of  those  who  preached  tem- 
perance to  the  extent  they  did  in  the  House. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  said  he  (Mr. 
Mackenzie)  was  not  doing  justice  to  himself. 
Well,  he  was  responsible  to  himself,  and  to 
his  constituents  who  had  sent  him  there,  and 
they  had  to  judge  of  his  actions,  whether  he 
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was  right  or  wrong.  Personally  he  felt  he  was 
doing  justice  to  himself.  It  would  be  much 
pleasanter,  no  doubt,  on  his  part  not  to  inter- 
fere in  these  matters,  but  to  glide  smoothly  on 
with  the  stream,  and  take  no  trouble ;  but  he 
was  not  prepared  to  do  that.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  jobbery,  he  had  before  him  a  letter 
from  a  person  well  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
position,  who  said, — 

"  You  truly  characterized  the  Seddon  sleep- 
ers as  '  wretched  West  Coast  timber.'  I  have 
never,  in  all  my  experience,  seen  such  a 
wretched  lot  of  stuff  sent  anywhere,  more 
-especially  as  sleepers  for  a  railway:  indeed, 
there  are  any  amount  of  them  rotten  and 
worm-eaten.  They  (the  sleepers)  are  simply 
a  disgrace  to  the  country  and  the  Qovernment 
who  permit  such  rubbish  to  be  sent  away  and 
paid  for.  There  must  be  *  collusion '  some- 
where. The  silver-pine,  so  called,  are  soft  and 
easily  split ;  they  have  to  bore  the  holes  for  the 
-dogs  right  through  the  sleeper,  just  to  prevent 
them  splitting.  They  certainly  will  not  do  in 
curves;  but  evidently  those  in  authority  feel 
that  there  is  something  wrong,  as  they  are  put- 
ting the  sleepers  as  close  again  as  they  used  to 
•do.    It  is  simply  painful  working  on  them." 

An  Hon.  Member. — Who  is  the  writer. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  writer  was 
one  of  the  most  reliable  men  in  the  district, 
and  one  thoroughly  acquainted  with  timber, 
and  whose  opinions  were  highly  regarded  by 
those  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  asked  if  the  railway  work 
was  being  done  by  contract. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said,  No;  it  was  on 
co-operative  work.  As  to  the  assertion  that 
there  was  no  superior  timber  to  be  found  in 
the  Catlin's  district,  he  was  astonished  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden  made  such  a 
statement,  because  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  would 
say  that  kowhai  timber  was  quite  superior 
in  quality  to  either  puziri  or  silver-pine,  and 
it  could  be  got  in  endless  quantities  in  that 
district.  Now,  coming  to  the  question  of  the 
•correspondence  about  the  Rotorua  Railway: 
The  Premier  imputed  that  he  had  spied  about 
the  Government  Buildings.  It  was  at  Rotorua 
that  he  heard  of  it,  and  he  got  no  information 
•  outside  of  Rotorua,  where  he  learnt  the  whole 
affair.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  made 
it  appear  that  some  of  his  officers  were  giving 
information.  Nothing  of  the  sort  had  taken 
place.  He  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  lay  the  correspondence  on  the  table  of 
the  House,  if  there  was  correspondence,  and  he 
believed  there  was.  That  correspondence  he 
believed  would  show  that  a  great  deal  of  that 
timber  had  to  be  rejected.  As  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  saying  he  had  brought  this 
matter  up  in  his  absence,  why,  the  question 
was  on  the  Order  Paper  about  two  months  ago 
with  a  view  of  getting  returns  and  information. 
The  honourable  gentleman  first  of  all  pretended 
that  the  cost  of  the  return  would  be  too  great, 
and,  when  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  pointed  out  that 
returns  of  a  similar  kind  were  produced  in 
1884,  the  honourable  gentleman's  retort  to  that 
•was  that  he  could  not  give  the  information  be- 


cause no  tenders  had  been  called  for.  Then, 
when  speaking  the  other  day  in  answer  to  a 
question,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  the 
last  tender  they  received 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  this  seemed  to  be  a 
reference  to  a  former  debate. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  had  only  wished  to 
state  a  matter  of  fact.  However,  as  to  the 
cheapness  of  the  timber,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  if  the  timber  could  be  got  in  the 
district  at  the  same  price,  or  even  at  a  higher 
price,  he  would  use  it.  Well,  the  price  he 
offered  for  totara  was  2s.  9d.,  while,  according 
to  his  own  showing,  the  sleepers  sent  down 
to  the  district  cost  3s.  6d.  His  (Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie's) charge  was  this:  that  the  sleepers 
were  to  be  had  in  the  district ;  secondly,  that 
there  was  an  ample  quantity  of  sleepers  there, 
and  equal  and  superior  in  quality  to  those 
sent;  and,  from  the  correspondence  he  had 
received  from  the  district,  the  sleepers  sent 
down  there  were  of  inferior  quality  and  out 
of  condition.  With  regard  to  the  other  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  ad- 
mitted at  once  that  both  the  Minister  of  Lands 
and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  had  done 
justice  in  regard  to  the  district  and  the  railway, 
but  he  considered  the  first  remarks  made  by 
the  Premier  were,  no  doubt,  the  result  of  in- 
formation conveyed  to  him  by  the  Minister 
of  Labour,  who  had  a  dislike  to  himself,  and 
had  probably  made  his  (Mr.  Mackenzie's)  state- 
ments appear  much  stronger  than  they  would 
have  seemed  if  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
had  himself  been  in  the  House.  He  therefore 
repeated  practically  what  he  had  said  during 
the  honourable  gentleman's  absence. 

Mr.  REEVES  did  not  know  why  his  name 
had  been  dragged  into  this  matter,  but  he 
thought  the  House  would  agree  that  this  had 
been  done  in  a  mo6t  unwarrantable  manner.  As 
to  his  having  a  personal  dislike  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
thought  he  complimented  him  to  that  extent 
he  was  very  much  mistaken. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  much  pleased  to  find  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  had  receded 
from  the  position  he  had  taken  up  during 
his  absence.  The  honourable  gentleman  now 
said  that  probably  the  Minister  of  Education 
had  given  information  to  him  (Mr.  Seddon) 
relative  to  the  statement  made  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  he  also  said  that  he  never 
intended  to  impute  jobbery  to  him  (Mr.  Seddon). 
He  might  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
he  never  spoke  to  the  Minister  of  Education 
in  reference  to  the  matter.  The  information 
he  received  was  from  a  very  reliable  source. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  had  almost 
gone  the  length  again  that  he  had  gone  in 
his  absence.  He  had  not  only  cast  a  reflec- 
tion upon  himself,  but  also  upon  the  Govern- 
ment officers ;  and  as  head  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  prepared  to 
say  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  or  anywhere 
else,  that  Mr.  U saber,  the  District  Engineer  in 
Dunedin,  would  be  no  party  to  the  transac- 
tion the  honourable  gentleman  imputed  to  him. 
He   knew   of   no   officer  in  the   Service  who 
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more  worthily  commanded  respect  throughout 
the  country  than  Mr.  Usaher,  who  was  now  in 
charge  of  the  works  the  honourable  gentleman 
referred  to.  Therefore  any  reflection  on  that 
officer  was  entirely  unwarranted.  He  (Mr. 
Seddon)  was  not  guilty  of  any  personal  abuse 
so  far  as  the  honourable  gentleman  was  con- 
cerned. He  had  simply  defended  himself 
from  an  accusation  which  had  he  allowed  to 
go  unchallenged  he  would  not  be  worthy  to  hold 
a  position  on  those  benches.  If  the  honourable 
member  had  brought  this  matter  up  on  the 
public-works  estimates  he  could  have  under- 
stood it,  but  to  do  so  at  the  present  time  was 
quite  uncalled-for.  The  honourable  gentleman 
went  on  to  explain  that  it  was  on  account 
of  the  very  strong  feelings  he  held  with  respect 
to  this  temperance  question  that  he  moved 
certain  amendments  to  another  Bill.  But  that 
was  not  the  subject  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  re- 
ferred to.  On  four  or  five  occasions  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  found  himself  with  only 
two  or  three  members  to  support  him,  and 
once  or  twice  he  was  not  able  to  get  a  member 
to  tell  with  him  except  as  a  matter  of  courtesy, 
when  the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  took  pity  on  him. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Then,  that  was  the 
time  you  referred  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  refer  to  that 
episode.  He  referred  to  where  the  honourable 
gentleman  went  out  of  his  way  to  unwarrant- 
ably insult  an  honourable  gentleman;  and  if 
the  Chairman  had  been  in  the  chair 

Mr.  ALLEN  pointed  out  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  referring  to  a  former  debate. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  refer  to  it,  and  state  what  he 
meant. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  this  was  out  of  order. 
The  Premier  could  not  refer  to  a  former  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  like  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutba  to  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Eden,  who  was  sitting  next  to 
him,  if  they  could  get  puriri  sleepers  without 
worm-holes  right  through  them ;  and,  if  on  that 
acoount  they  were  to  be  condemned,  then  he 
said  that  the  puriri  sleepers  would  be  con- 
demned. Now,  with  regard  to  pine  sleepers,  it 
was  very  seldom  that  worm  -  holes  could  be 
found  through  them.  There  were  exceptional 
cases,  but  experts  knew  that  where  there 
were  holes  through  the  silver-pine  tree  it  was 
the  soundest  and  hardest  part  of  the  timber. 

11  30  Ifc  showed  again  the  ignorance  of  the 
'  honourable  gentleman,  and  whoever 
his  informant  might  be,  in  connection  with  this 
particular  kind  of  sleeper.  To  say  that  sleepers 
otherwise  rotten  had  been  passed  by  the  Engi- 
neer was  a  reflection,  first  of  all,  upon  the 
officers  who  had  passed  them  on  the  West 
Coast,  and  it  was  also  a  reflection  on  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  particular  contract,  and  on  Mr. 
Usaher.  He  might  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  his  statement  that  the  sleepers  re- 
quired to  be  placed  closer  together  on  account 
of  their  want  of  durability  was  absolutely  in- 
correct, and  could  not  be  supported  by  facts, 
Mr.  Seddon 


because  it  had  been  proved  by  tests  made  that, 
as  regarded  durability,  tension,  and  strength, 
the  silver-pine  sleeper,  when  dogged  and  fixed 
in  position,  was  much  stronger  than  any  timber 
grown  in  the  district  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  the  honour  to  represent.  As  to  comparing 
kowhai  with  the  puriri  or  with  the  silver-pine^ 
why,  they  might  as  well  compare  the  white- 
pine  with  the  puriri. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes ;  he  knew  all  about 
the  matter.  The  honourable  gentleman  forgot 
that  the  kowhai  growing  on  the  high  or  terrace 
lands  was  fairly  hard  and  strong  and  lasting  ; 
but  that  grown  on  the  flats  in  the  Catlin's 
district  could  no  more  be  compared  with  the- 
silver-pine  or  totara  than  it  could  be  compared 
with  puriri.  It  was  the  same  with  the  rimu. 
If  they  took  the  rimu  grown  on  the  flats  and 
compared  it  with  the  rimu  grown  on  the  ter- 
races, the  former  would  be  found  to  be  not 
so  good  and  durable  as  the  latter.  The  same- 
with  the  totara.  Comparing  the  timber  grown 
on  the  high  lands  with  the  timber  grown  on 
the  flats,  they  found  that  the  former  was  much 
slower  in  growth,  and  was  much  better  timber. 
With  the  black-birch  it  was  the  same.  The 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  surprised  to- 
find  that  there  was  a  difference  between  the 
life  of  the  timber  grown  on  the  high  land, 
and  that  grown  on  the  flats  of  from  five  to 
ten  years.  Therefore  the  honourable  member 
knew  nothing  about  it;  and,  whoever  his  in- 
formant had  been, — he  believed  that  he  was 
an  interested  party, — he  knew  nothing  about  it 
either.  The  honourable  member  for  Eden  had 
admitted  openly  that  he  gave  the  puriri  first 
place,  and  the  next  place  to  the  silver-pine, 
for  that  particular  class  of  work.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Eden  was  an  expert  in 
timber,  and  therefore  the  statement  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  regarding  the 
silver-pine  sleepers  was  a  reflection  upon  him. 
(Mr.  Seddon),  who  had  insisted  upon  that  olass 
of  timber  being  used,  and  it  was  also  a  re- 
flection on  the  Government  officers  for  having 
passed  the  sleepers.  That  was  his  full  answer 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha,  and  he 
would  defend  his  officers  against  the  imputa- 
tions that  had  been  cast  against  them.  The 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  had  stated  that 
he  obtained  the  information  at  Rotorua.  He 
might  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  there 
was  a  certain  contract  in  existence,  and  under 
that  contract  there  was  a  certain  percentage 
to  be  paid.  By  taking  the  course  he  had  taken, 
and  by  accepting  the  advice  of  the  Public 
Works  officers,  that  percentage  was  saved,  and 
probably  the  interested  party  who  had  lost  that 
percentage  might  have  had  something  to  do 
with  the  statements  now  made  by  the  honour- 
able member.  Again,  he  said  it  was  unfair  to 
him  to  oast  reflections  upon  the  Government 
officers. 

Mr.  BUTTON  had  been  informed  that  the 
Premier's  allusion  to  the  member  for  Auckland 
City  was  intended  to  refer  to  himself  as  the 
member  who  had  been  insulted  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha.    He  might  say  that  he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


309 


bad  had  a  rather  sharp  passage-at-arms  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha,  but  he  did  not 
consider  that  he  had  been  in  any  way  insulted. 
Hn  simply  wished  to  make  that  explanation 
because  he  did  not  charge  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  with  having  insulted  him 
on  that  occasion,  and  he  wished  the  House  to 
know  that  he  did  not  feel  that  he  had  been 
.insulted  by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  Premier  and  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  had  both  dwelt  at  some  length 
on  the  unfairness  of  attacking  the  Premier  in 
his  absence ;  but  he  did  not  think  there  was  any 
justification  for  those  honourable  gentlemen 
taking  up  that  line.  The  Premier  had  only  left 
his  seat  a  few  minutes  before  the  member  for 
Clutha  commenced  his  speech.  This  repeated 
complaint  by  Ministers  against  attack  in  ab- 
sence was  getting  wearisome  and  suggestive. 
He  knew  that  on  the  first  item  in  the  estimates 
there  was  generally  a  free  discussion ;  he  knew 
perfectly  well  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  was  going  to  speak  on  this  question  at 
any  moment,  as  it  might  be  the  only  oppor- 
tunity that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  of  referring  to  the  treatment  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  therefore  it  was  the  honourable 
gentleman's  place  to  have  been  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  Premier  was  able 
to  defend  himself. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Had  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  missed  that  opportunity  he 
might  not  have  had  another.  What  did  Minis- 
ters do  when  complaints  were  made  against 
them  in  reference  to  circumstances  of  that 
nature?  They  turned  round  and  sheltered 
themselves  behind  their  officers.  The  honour- 
Able  member  for  Clutha  made  a  charge  with 
reference  to  inferior  sleepers  being  used,  on 
which  the  Premier  got  behind  his  officers 
and  said  that  the  member  who  brought  the 
charge  was  insulting  honourable  and  re- 
spectable men,  and  was  reflecting  upon  people 
in  the  department.  The  Premier  sought  shelter 
behind  Mr.  Ussher  in  this  instance,  but  the 
Premier  himself  was  the  party  attacked.  He 
was  not  aware,  and  did  not  suppose,  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  knew  anything 
About  Mr.  Ussher.  His  attack  had  been  on 
the  administration  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment, over  which  the  Premier  presided, 
and  for  which  he  was  responsible.  It  was  the 
Minister's  duty  to  defend  his  department  and 
his  administration,  and  he  ought  to  be  in  the 
House,  or  to  be  sent  for  if,  as  in  this  instance, 
he  was  only  in  the  next  room,  to  defend  it  on 
Any  occasion  that  it  was  attacked. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  not  have  spoken 
■at  all  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  sake  of  defend- 
ing his  officers. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  repeated  that  the  officers  were 
not  attacked.  It  was  the  administration  of 
the  department  that  was  attacked.  It  was  aaid 
that  rotten  and  worm-eaten  sleepers  were  being 
used,  and  that  an  extravagant  price  was  being 
paid  for  them,  and,  further,  that  they  were 
obtained  from  the  Premier's  district.  He  was 
the  party  who  was  being  attacked,  and  there 
«ras  no  occasion  to  drag  the  officers  of  the  de- 


Sartment  before  the  House.  Then,  again,  if  an 
onourable  member  obtained  information  on 
any  matter  he  was  accused  of  spying  around 
the  Government  Buildings,  and  with  interfer- 
ing with  Government  officers.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  it  had  come  to  that — that  the 
representatives  of  the  people  were  not  to  be  able 
to  speak  to  any  public  officer  in  order  to  obtain 
any  information  about  the  administration  of  the 
colony,  and  if  they  did  so  in  the  interests  of  the 
country  they  were  to  be  accused  of  spying  round 
the  Build ings,  and  that  officers  so  seen  speak- 
ing to  members  were  thereon  suspected  men. 
Suoh  remarks  were  altogether  out  of  place.  In 
ref erenoe  to  the  question  of  sinking  funds,  they 
were  told  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  order 
to  justify  his  position  in  refusing  to  give  mem- 
bers information,  that  they  should  trust  the 
Auditor -General  and  the  Treasury  officers, 
since  those  officials  were  responsible.  Honour- 
able members  were  there,  however,  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  and  as  members  of 
Parliament,  to  inquire  into  all  these  matters, 
and  to  obtain  the  fullest  information.  They 
were  entitled  to  the  fullest  information,  and 
were  not  required  to  rest  upon  the  officers. 
They  had  to  look  into  the  merits  of  each 
question  and  investigate  all  particulars  for 
themselves.  Information  whioh  ought  to  have 
been  furnished  to  the  House  that  session  had 
been  withheld,  publio  returns  which  ought  to 
have  been  laid  on  the  table  in  accordance  with 
law  had  been  kept  back,  and  orders  of  the 
House  for  the  production  of  such  returns  had 
not  been  complied  with.  The  House  was  in- 
tentionally kept  in  ignorance,  and  if  honour- 
able members  were  able  to  get  even  a  partial 
glimpse  into  the  position  of  the  finances  of  the 
country  it  was  now  the  result  of  intricate  re- 
search. It  was  their  duty  to  inquire  into  all 
such  matters  and  to  criticize  what  was  taking 
place ;  but  they  were  unable  to  do  so,  as  they 
could  not  get  the  information,  and  the  House, 
or  the  huge  majority  on  the  Government  side, 
permitted  suoh  a  state  of  things  to  go  on.  It 
was  altogether  a  new  departure  in  parliamen- 
tary history,  and  in  this  the  House  had  failed  in 
doing  its  duty  to  the  country.  So  far  as  the 
return  as  to  the  £145,000  of  sinking  funds  was 
concerned,  they  believed,  to  the  best  of  their 
judgment,  that  a  very  grave  abuse  had  taken 
place  by  the  misapplication  of  funds  belonging 
to  the  loans  to  local  bodies,  but  they  could  not 
say  for  certain  whether  that  was  the  case  or 
not.  A  majority  of  the  House  were  content  to 
remain,  like  dumb  dogs,  in  the  ignorance  of 
blind  faith,  but,  so  far  as  they  knew,  these 
sinking  funds  were  going  into  the  common 
purse,  and  were  being  wiped  out  of  existence. 
If  all  this  secrecy  were  continued,  and  informa- 
tion were  suppressed,  people  could  only  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  things  were  going  wrong. 
He  again  protested  at  the  treatment  they  were 
receiving  at  the  hands  of  Ministers. 

Mr.  HEKE  desired  to  say,  as  his  name  had 
been  brought  in  by  the  Premier,  that  his  ac- 
tion in  supporting  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  on  a  former  occasion  was  out  of  sym- 
pathy for  him.    He  desired  to  contradict  such 
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a  rash  and  unthoughtful  statement ;  his  action 
on  that  occasion  was  not  on  account  of  any 
feeling  other  than  that  arising  from  the  fact 
that  that  honourable  member's  action  was  in 
accord  with  the  opinions  he  (Mr.  Heke)  held  on 
the  matter. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  wished  to  ask  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  again  about  the  £145,000.  He  did 
think  that  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to 
give  the  House  some  information  with  refer- 
ence to  that  item.  There  were  various  sums 
of  money  included  in  that  £145,000,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  making  a  new  and 
distinct  departure  which  had  never  been  made 
before.  Every  preceding  Treasurer  who  had 
sat  on  those  benches  had  always,  on  an  occasion 
like  the  present,  granted  information  he  asked. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  attached  this 
sum  of  £145,000,  and  he  had  no  right  to  do  so. 
He  also  proposed  to  take  the  sum  of  £64,000 
in  succeeding  years,  and  as  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment loans  to  local  bodies  existed  he  proposed 
to  borrow  all  their  money.  That  was  a  prin- 
ciple no  Treasurer  had  instituted  before ;  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  insist  on  the  Trea- 
surer giving  the  information  asked  for. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said,  having  seen  the  cor- 
respondence from  the  Catlin's  district  with 
regard  to  the  sleepers,  and  knowing  the  source 
it  came  from,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  was 
fully  justified  in  bringing  the  question  up.  The 
Premier  was  entirely  at  sea  with  regard  to 
the  class  and  character  of  the  timber  growing 
on  the  flats.  The  bulk  of  the  flats  was  covered 
with  mixed  timbers.  In  his  opinion  kowhai, 
totara,  black-pine,  and  kamai,  if  ringed  for  a 
season  before  felling,  would  make  just  as  good 
sleepers  as  silver-pine ;  and  he  had  no  doubt, 
notwithstanding  what  the  honourable  member 
for  Eden  said,  that  there  was  quite  as  good 
black-pine  in  the  district  as  in  any  other  part 
of  the  colony,  and  any  amount  of  it.  What 
the  set  tiers  had  a  right  to  feel  grieved  about 
was  this:  The  Government  got  a  number  of 
poor  people  to  go  and  settle  in  a  bush  district, 
and  when  there  was  an  opportunity  where 
they  could  make  a  few  shillings  it  was  denied 
to  them,  and  given  to  people  from  the  West 
Coast. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  order  to  show  how  un- 
warranted this  attack  was,  when  it  was  repre- 
sented to  him  that  there  was  an  opportunity 
of  giving  the  work  of  getting  sleepers  to  the 
settlers  in  the  Catlin's  district,  he  gave  instruc- 
tions to  the  Engineer  in  Charge  to  obtain  them 
from  the  settlers ;  the  instructions  were  there 
in  writing,  and  the  honourable  member  for  the 
district  was  at  liberty  to  see  the  correspond- 
ence. The  Engineer  in  Charge,  Mr.  Ussher, 
communicated  with  storekeepers  and  others; 
and  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  district  spoke 
to  the  settlers,  and,  he  thought,  posted  notices 
asking  them  to  supply  the  sleepers.  Less 
than  three  hundred  sleepers  were  offered  to  the 
Government,  whereas  they  wanted  at  once  as 
many  thousands ;  and,  even  so,  they  were  of- 
fered at  a  price  much  in  excess  of  that  which 
it  would  have  cost  to  put  superior  sleepers  on 
Mr.  Heke 


the  ground.  No  blame  attached  to  him  (Mr. 
Seddon).  He  wished  to  give  the  cutting  of 
them  locally,  but  the  people  refused  to  supply 
them.  He  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, after  seeing  the  correspondence,  would 
admit  that  the  attack  was  entirely  unwar- 
ranted. Even  though  the  sleepers  were  in- 
ferior, he  would  have  preferred  to  give  the  local 
settlers  an  opportunity  to  obtain  a  livelihood 
by  supplying  them.  At  the  price  at  which 
silver-pine  sleepers  were  being  obtained — 2s.  2d. 
— he  considered  it  a  waste  of  valuable  timber. 
If  the  people  on  the  West  Coast  would  only 
wait  for  a  few  years  twice  the  price  might  be 
obtained  for  that  timber.  It  was  very  slow- 
growing,  and  could  never  be  replaced  in  the 
country,  and  it  was  adaptable  for  very  many 
purposes.  He  had  no  wish  to  give  preference 
to  people  on  the  West  Coast.  He  believed  Mr. 
Ussher  carried  out  his  instructions  and  endea- 
voured to  obtain  the  timber  locally,  but  failed 
to  do  so,  and  therefore  the  sleepers  had  to  be 
obtained  elsewhere.  He  thought  the  honour- 
able member  should  let  the  matter  pass,  and 
let  the  correspondence  judge  between  them, 
and  he  thought  he  would  then  acknowledge 
that  he  had  done  him  (Mr.  Seddon)  an  in- 
justice. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  his  complaint  was- 
that  the  tenders  were  confined  to  a  class  of 
sleepers  instead  of  being  extended  to  a  better 
quality,  to  be  obtained  in  the  district.  He  was 
informed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Eden 
that  kowhai  was  imperishable ;  and  it  could 
be  got  in  the  district  in  any  quantity.  It  was 
a  regular  trade  in  that  district,  whence  it  was 
sent  to  the  Otago  Central.  He  had  recom- 
mended the  settlers  to  preserve  their  kowhai 
till  the  railway  came  into  the  district,  and 
there  was  hardly  a  farm  on  which  there  was 
not  some  valuable  kowhai.  He  was  glad  the 
Premier  was  receding  from  the  rather  heated* 
position  he  took  up  in  the  attack  on  him  (Mr. 
Mackenzie),  which  he  hoped  he  would  not 
repeat. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  perhaps  the  honourable 
member  would  withdraw  the  accusation  as  to- 
jobbery. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  would  do  so, 
but  he  was  justified  in  bringing  the  matter  up 
on  what  he  considered  reliable  information  from 
reliable  men. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  recommended  the  Pre- 
mier, when  he  wished  to  pose  before  the  House 
and  the  country  as  an  authority  on  timber,, 
to  get  a  little  practical  information.  That  he 
— the  head  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
— should  solemnly  tell  the  House  that  kowhai 
grown  on  the  flat  was  an  inferior  timber,  and 
held  the  same  relation  to  puriri  and  silver- 
pine  as  white-pine,  was  simply  to  state  what, 
was  altogether  an  absurdity.  If  he  appealed 
to  any  aboriginal  native,  or  to  any  European 
who  had  lived  in  the  colony  for  any  length  of 
time,  and  who  had  had  to  do  with  the  various 
qualities  of  timber  grown  here,  he  would  be  told 
that,  whether  it  grew  on  the  flat  or  on  the  hills, 
kowhai  was  one  of  the  most  superior  timbers 
that  grew  in  this  or  any  other  country.     He> 
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could  take  the  honourable  gentleman  up  the 
Wairarapa  and  show  him  poles  of  kowhai  of 
no  very  great  diameter  that  had  been  standing 
in  the  ground  for  nearly  a  hundred  yean.  Yet 
he  actually  told  the  House  that  silver-pine  and 
puriri  were  timbers  immeasurably  superior  to 
it.  The  thing  was  an  absurdity.  If  he  told 
them  that  the  kowhai  was  not  sufficiently 
plentiful  to  be  an  appreciable  quantity  in  the 
supply  of  sleepers,  then  they  could  understand 
it.  In  the  North  Island  it  was  comparatively 
scarce  and  small  in  size,  but  in  the  South  Island 
it  was  much  more  plentiful  and  grew  to  a  larger 
size,  and  no  doubt  the  statement  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha,  that  large  quantities 
grew  in  the  Catlin's  district  which  would  be  fit 
for  sleepers,  was  perfectly  correct. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  wished  to  ask  the  Trea- 
surer whether  he  intended  to  retain  the  item, 
"  Consulting  electrician,  £100." 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  office  had  been  dispensed 
with. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wished  to  make  another  effort 
to  get  the  information  the  House  ought  to  have 
in  regard  to  the  debentures  raised  for  accretions 
to  the  sinking  fund.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  ample  warning  that  the  question 
would  be  asked,  and  could  not  say  that  he  was 
unprepared.  They  ought  to  have  the  informa- 
tion. Debentures  were  issued  every  year  for 
the  accretions  to  sinking  funds.  Two  years 
ago  these  amounted  to  something  like  £284,000. 
Last  year  they  decreased  to  £117,000,  and  this 
year  they  had  risen  to  £145,000.  There  was  an 
alteration  in  the  system  of  making  the  compu- 
tation, and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  it  was  in 
accordance  with  the  law.  The  Treasurer  had 
been  asked  to  tell  the  House  under  what  statute 
he  was  doing  it,  and  had  refused  to  tell  the 
House.  But  it  was  a  right  and  privilege  they 
ought  to  have — to  know  these  things,  and  the 
House  should  insist  on  the  Treasurer  giving 
that  information.  Was  it  right  that  sinking 
funds  paid  by  local  bodies  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund  should  be  used  for  the  ordinary  expendi- 
ture of  the  Government,  and  that  money  should 
be  borrowed  by  Government  to  pay  the  sinking 
funds  which  they  were  bound  to  pay  by  law 
on  account  of  local  bodies'  loans  ?  It  was  a 
matter  the  House  should  inquire  into.  Was 
it  right  that  the  revenue  should  be  aided  by 
purely  borrowed  money?  He  did  not  mean 
by  debentures  raised  in  aid  of  sinking  fund, 
but  purely  borrowed  money.  They  ought  to 
know  exactly  what  they  were  doing,  and  see  in 
what  position  their  finance  really  was.  Unless 
the  Treasurer  told  them,  the  House  would  be 
entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  what  it  was  doing  in 
regard  to  the  colony's  finance ;  and  they  should 
not  be  in  a  position  of  going  back  to  their  con- 
stituents without  being  able  to  explain  what 
this  proceeding  was.  He  would  have  to  go 
back  to  his  constituents  and  say  that  he  had 
done  his  best  to  get  the  information  for  them 
and  for  himself,  and  had  been  refused  it.  And 
why?      What  was  the  reason?     Was  there 

to  q     *ny  harm  in  giving  the  computation  ? 

It  was  perfectly  easy,  and  it  would 

cost  nothing.    Was  there  anything  to  hide? 


If  there  was  nothing  to  hide,  why  not  give  the 
information  ? 

Mr.  BELL  was  afraid  honourable  members 
on  the  other  side  thought  this  was  not  a  mat- 
ter of  real  importance  which  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu, 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Sub- 
urbs, and  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce. 
He  wished  to  say  in  all  seriousness  that  the 
new  departure  which  was  being  taken  this  year 
was  a  matter  which  honourable  members  ought 
to  have  some  information  about,  and  he  would 
ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer  whether  he  would 
give  the  House  an  opportunity  on  some  later 
occasion — say,  on  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply — to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  sinking  funds  of  the  loans  to 
local  bodies  should  or  should  not  be  dealt  with 
in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Act  of  1894.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  give  them  a 
promise  to  that  effect,  then  he  did  not  see  why 
they  should  say  anything  more  at  present. 
It  was  not  only  the  general  principle  of  the 
capture  of  the  sinking  funds  which  was  at  issue, 
but  honourable  members  would  surely  appre- 
ciate the  fact  that  the  J  per  cent,  of  the  Land 
Transfer  Assurance  Fund  was  being  taken  an- 
nually to  provide  part  of  the  sinking  fund  for  the 
local  bodies'  loans,  and  that  the  Land  Trans- 
fer Assurance  Fund,  under  the  proposals  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  was  to  disappear,  and,  in- 
stead of  going  towards  extinguishing  the  local 
bodies'  loans,  as  provided  by  the  Aot,  it  went 
towards  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  year. 
Surely,  quite  apart  from  the  dreadful  position 
in  which  the  Treasurer's  proposals  of  this  year 
would  place  the  colony  in  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  hence  by  adding  £850,000  to  the  public 
debt,  not  to  speak  of  the  additional  sums  which 
might  be  borrowed  by  the  local  bodies  in  the 
twenty  years— quite  apart  from  that,  there  was 
the  disappearance  of  the  Land  Transfer  Assur- 
ance Fund.  It  was  not  necessary  to  go  into 
the  question  of  the  Act  of  1884  as  applying 
to  the  colony's  loans,  or  into  any  question  of 
whether  capture  of  the  sinking  fund  was  "  sly 
borrowing,"  or  anything  of  the  kind.  It  was 
an  entirely  new  question.  It  was  a  new  prin- 
ciple this  year ;  and  when  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer proposed  a  new  principle  and  a  new  pro- 
cess wnich  involved  the  extinction  of  the  Land 
Transfer  Assurance  Fund  by  its  transition  into 
the  revenue  of  the  year,  and  the  deliberate 
addition  to  the  public  debt  of  the  whole  of 
the  local  bodies'  loans,  then  surely  some  oppor- 
tunity ought  to  be  given  to  members  of  the 
House  to  express  an  opinion  about  it.  He  did 
not  want— and  he  said  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment debate  that  he  did  not  want — to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  Qovernment  in  the  matter, 
and  he  was  quite  honest  about  that.  He  was 
so  much  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  some 
consideration  being  given  to  the  subject  that  he 
naturally  desired  that  the  House  should  ex- 
press an  opinion  upon  it.  If  the  House  deter- 
mined this  question  fairly  and  without  Minis- 
terial pressure  upon  the  issue  raised  he  would 
be  perfectly  satisfied ;  but  if  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer would  only  stolidly  say  that  because  he 
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had  determined  upon  it  the  House  would  have 
no  opportunity  of  disoussing  it  till  next  year, 
when  the  harm  would  be  done  and  the  prece- 
dent created,  he  thought  that  was  a  very 
Rerioua  thing.  Here  they  had  a  proposal  pat 
before  the  House  and  the  country  to  add  a 
million  to  the  public  debt. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — Oh ! 

Mr.  BELL  said  it  did  add  a  million  to  the 
public  debt.  The  local  bodies  had  to  provide 
annually  a  sinking  fund  for  their  loans,  and 
they  had  to  add  from  the  Land  Transfer  Account 
an  amount  equal  to  2  per  cent.,  and  that  2  per 
cent,  would  extinguish  the  debt.  Therefore, 
under  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  proposals,  they 
would  add  one  million  to  the  public  debt,  and 
would  transfer  that  million  into  revenue. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  asked  whether  an  opportunity  would  be 
given  to  him  or  to  the  House,  on  going  into 
Supply,  to  consider  this  question  of  £145,000  of 
local  bodies'  loans.  He  did  not  think  that  in 
putting  that  question  the  honourable  gentle- 
man eould  have  expected  him  to  say  Yes,  and 
he  would  tell  the  House  why.  They  had  had 
one  financial  debate  already,  extending  over  a 
considerable  period,  during  which  that  very 
item  of  £145,000  had  come  up  time  and  again, 
and  had  been  discussed.  He  had  also  had 
several  questions  put  to  him  at  different  times 
upon  the  subject,  particularly  by  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City,  and  every  honour- 
able member  had  heard  the  replies  which  he 
had  given  to  those  questions.  Whether  those 
replies  had  been  satisfactory  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  or  not,  he  had  given  replies  to 
the  questions. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No  reply  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  did  reply  to  the  ques- 
tions. 

Mr.  FRASER.— No  explanation. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  did  reply  to  the  questions. 
Who  was  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the 
finances  of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  BELL.— You  are. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  Exactly ;  the  Government 
were  responsible  for  the  carrying-on  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  The  Government  said 
there  were  certain  financial  necessities  which 
were  required  to  be  provided  for  to  enable  them 
to  carry  on  the  ordinary  administration  of  the 
country.  Among  them  was  the  process  in  re- 
gard to  the  accretions  to  the  sinking  funds, 
which  he  had  indicated  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. Those  honourable  members  opposite 
were  never  satisfied  so  far  as  the  Government 
finance  was  concerned.  If  the  Government, 
for  instance,  came  down  next  day  and  asked 
the  House  to  give  them  authority  to  borrow 
£500,000  to  enable  the  country  to  carry  on  its 
finances,  every  honourable  member  on  that 
side  would  oppose  it;  and  if  in  the  ordinary 
course  they  proposed  to  release  sinking  funds 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country 
they  would  oppose  that.  Even  if  such  a  reso- 
lution as  that  suggested  on  going  into  Supply 
were  carried,  he  understood  that  such  a  resolu- 
tion would  not  be  satisfactory  to  honourable 
members  opposite.  Where  was  the  use,  there- 
Mr.  Bell 


fore,  of  carrying  such  a  resolution  ?  They  knew 
the  opinions  of  honourable  members  opposite 
with  regard  to  the  Government's  finance. 
Some  of  those  honourable  members  had  re- 
ferred to  the  finance  of  the  Government  as 
"  wild-oat  finance." 

Mr.  BELL.— I  did  not. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  at  any  rate,  some  of  those 
honourable  gentleman  bad  forecasted  trouble, 
and  had  said  the  Government  would  be  wrecked 
upon  their  finance. 

An  Hon.  Member. — So  you  will. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Government  had  been 
five  years  in  office,  and  they  had  steered  the 
finances  of  the  country  through  troublous 
times,  and  so  far  they  had  not  wrecked  the 
finances  of  the  country.  If,  however,  they  con- 
ducted their  finance  on  the  lines  indicated  by 
some  honourable  members  opposite  they  would 
be  going  very  far  in  the  direction  of  wrecking 
the  finances.  With  regard  to  this  £145,000,  as 
to  whether  the  Government  was  acting  legally 
or  not,  what  was  the  position?  The  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  said 
they  were  not  acting  legally.  He  did  not  know 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Bell)  said  upon  that  point,  but  he 
might  inform  honourable  members  that  the 
Government  had  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
to  the  effect  that  they  were  acting  perfectly 
legally.  In  addition  to  that,  if  the  Auditor- 
General  was  of  opinion  they  were  doing  wrong, 
it  was  his  duty  to  prevent  their  doing  so,  and 
that  officer  would  do  so  without  any  hesitation 
whatever. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  did  not  speak  on  the  legal 
aspect  of  the  question.  He  only  spoke  as  to  its 
wisdom,  with  which  the  Auditor-General  had 
nothing  to  do. 

Mr.  WARD  said  other  honourable  members 
had  contended  that  the  Government  were  act- 
ing illegally.  Such  statements,  of  course,  im- 
plied that  the  Auditor-General  was  not  doing 
his  duty  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BELL. -No. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  so.  He  said  that,  if 
they  had  been  acting  illegally  or  improperly 
or  in  contravention  of  the  law,  the  Auditor- 
General  would  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in 
saying  to  the  Government  that  an  expenditure 
in  this  way  would  not  be  permitted.  He  came 
now  to  the  question  honourable  members  put  in 
asking  him  to  give  the  details.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  told  him  that  a 
former  Treasurer  would  have  given  the  details 
of  this  matter.  He  would  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  he  believed  he  was  mis- 
taken, because  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
ascertain  before  coming  to  the  House  that 
night  what  was  usual  in  matters  of  this  sort, 
and  he  had  the  advice  of  men  of  some  con- 
tinuity in  their  positions  that  it  never  had  been 
done — that  it  was  entirely  unusual,  and  ought 
not  to  be  done  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things 
unless  it  was  dono  in  the  Financial  Statement 
and  explained  there ;  and  he  was  only  acting  in 
accordance  with  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
right  course  of  procedure  in  saying  to  honour- 
able members  this  was  not  the  time  to  ask 
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for  details  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
in  carrying  on  the  financial  business  of  the 
country.  He  said  that  without  intending  any 
offence  to  those  who  differed  from  him,  and, 
that  being  so,  he  repeated  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  give  these  details  now.  It  was  an  item 
that  they  were  not  asked  to  vote  in  the  ordinary 
way  on  the  estimates ;  it  was  included  in  the 
permanent  charges.  It  wan  not  an  item  upon 
which  a  vote  would  be  taken  that  night.  Being 
included  in  the  permanent  charges,  it  was  not 
the  subject  of  voting. 

Mr.  FRASER  said  it  was  a  subject  for  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  might  be,  but  he  was 
referring  to  items  that  came  before  the  House 
for  confirmation  by  vote  to  enable  the  neces- 
sary authorisation  to  be  provided.  That  was 
not  the  position  of  this  item.  Honourable 
gentlemen  might  just  as  well  ask  him  to  ex- 
plain the  details  of  the  other  permanent  charges 
that  were  there.  Since  he  had  been  in  the 
House  he  had  never  known  of  an  explanation 
of  these  details  to  be  given  in  the  way  the 
honourable  member  was  asking  him  to  givQ  one 
now.  He  was  not  withholding  it  from  any 
•desire  to  keep  back  from  honourable  members 
information  which  he  thought  they  should  have. 
It  should  be  given  at  the  right  time.  Why 
•did  the  honourable  gentleman  not  ask  him  to 
give  him  information  in  connection  with  the 
amount  provided  to  meet  interest  on  Treasury 
nills? 

An  Hon.  Member. — Because  we  do  not  want 
it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  in  exactly  the  same 
•category  as  the  others. 

Mr.  FRASER  thought  it  was  a  somewhat 
sad  thing  that  honourable  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  were  so  apathetio 
■about  a  question  of  so  much  importance  as  this 
one.  The  speech  just  delivered  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  was  a  very  ingenious  one,  and,  he 
was  sorry  to  add,  somewhat  characteristic  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  He  had  entirely 
evaded  the  point  at  issue.  What  he  (Mr.  Fraser) 
■and  other  honourable  members  who  had  been 
speaking  that  night  on  this  subject  desired  to 
know  was  not  so  much  the  whole  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  £145,000  as  what  really  was  the 
■amount  the  honourable  gentleman  was  going 
to  incorporate  in  the  consolidated  revenue  out 
of  the  accretions  to  the  sinking  fund  in  respect 
to  these  loans  to  local  bodies.  On  this  sub- 
ject  they  had  no  information  whatever.  They 
knew  the  amount  of  those  loans,  and,  assuming 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  going  to  seize 
all  of  these  accretions,  a  very  simple  computa- 
tion would  show  that  something  like  £19,700 
would  go  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
partly  from  payments  made  to  him  by  the  bor- 
rowing local  bodies  and  partly  from  the  Land 
Assurance  Fund.  Now,  that  sum  was  set  aside 
in  compliance  with  the  Act  of  1891,  under 
which  it  was  determined  that  this  sinking  fund 
should  be  created.  What  was  the  Treasurer 
■doing  now  ?  Was  he  calmly  absorbing  all  the 
accretions  since  1891,  and  purposing  to  use 
them  as  revenue,  by  issuing  debentures  to  repre- 


sent them?  They  knew  he  meant  that;  and 
that  was  one  reason  why  he  hoped  the  House 
would  join  with  them  in  insisting  on  this  im- 
portant information.  Next  year  it  would  be 
too  late.  It  would  not  be  too  late  so  far  as 
future  accretions  to  sinking  fund  were  con- 
cerned, but  it  would  be  too  late  as  far  as  the 
£64,400  which  had  accrued  since  1891  was 
concerned.  Were  honourable  members  aware 
how  this  sum  had  accrued  ?  In  the  first  year 
the  late  Mr.  Ballance  set  aside  £8,000  out  of 
revenue,  next  year  the  sum  of  £10,000  out  of 
revenue  towards  sinking  fund,  and  in  subse- 
quent years  payments  had  been  made,  as  he 
had  said,  of  1£  per  cent,  interest  on  local 
bodies'  loans  and  A  per  cent,  from  the  Land 
Assurance  Fund  ;  and  all  this  sum,  the  savings 
of  years  past,  which  was  in  a  totally  different 
category  from  that  in  which  other  sinking 
funds  were,  was  liable  to  be  seized  by  the 
Treasurer  if  he  pleased  during  next  year.  He 
had  only  to  convert  the  balance  of  the  amounts 
lent  to  these  local  bodies.  The  sum  total  of 
these  loans  was  £854,000,  of  which  £449,000 
had  been  converted.  If  he  converted  the 
balance — namely,  £405,000 — then  there  was 
£64,454  at  his  mercy,  besides  the  £19,700. 
Was  the  House,  with  this  knowledge,  going  to 
let  the  Treasurer  act  in  this  way  ?  If  so,  they 
were  abrogating  their  functions,  and  doing  that 
which  they  had  no  right  to  place  it  in  the  hands 
of  any  Government  to  do.  Why  should  the 
Treasurer  refuse  to  allow  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  this  question?  It  was  a 
separate  matter,  and  a  matter  which  ought  to 
be  discussed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  did  not  refuse  that.  He 
said  it  should  be  done  at  the  right  time. 

Mr.  FRASER  asked  what  was  the  use  of 
quibbling.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  told 
them  several  times  it  would  be  discussed  at  the 
right  time,  but  he  never  fixed  the  right  time. 
He  (Mr.  Fraser)  knew  the  day  they  would  get 
for  the  discussion — the  day  after  the  proroga- 
tion. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  next  year. 

Mr.  FRASER  maintained  this  was  the  time 
to  do  it,  not  next  year  at  all.  They  did  not 
want  to  discuss  the  thing  after  all  the  mischief 
was  done.  He  felt  strongly;  and,  if  other 
honourable  members  only  looked  into  the  mat- 
ter carefully,  they  would  also  feel  strongly. 

Mr.  BELL  said  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
referred  with,  he  thought,  unnecessary  acri- 
mony to  what  he  (Mr.  Bell)  had  said.  The 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  seem  to  accept 
his  (Mr.  Bell's)  statement  that  what  he  said  was 
intended  entirely  as  an  appeal  to  him  and  the 
House  to  deal  with  this  matter  as  a  very  serious 
question  affecting  the  finance  of  the  colony, 
and  not  as  a  matter  affecting  the  Government 
at  all.  He  was  quite  conscientious  and  candid 
in  making  that  statement,  and  he  repeated  it. 
The  honourable  gentleman  talked  about  the 
Auditor-General  and  the  Law  Officers,  as  if  that 
were  the  question.  If  the  Law  Officers  said  he 
was  legally  right  he  was  perfectly  right  in 
accepting  their  opinion,  and  in  rejeoting  the 
opinion  of  the  senior  member  for   Wellington 
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Oity.  He  (Mr.  Bell)  had  never  expressed  an 
opinion  as  to  its  legality.  He  had  merely  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  as  to  its  wisdom,  and  with 
that  the  Law  Officers  had  nothing  to  do.  That 
was  for  the  House  to  determine.  This  House, 
if  the  Treasurer  could  prevent  it,  would  not 
have  the  opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion 
on  the  matter.  In  addition  to  the  faot  that 
they  would  be  owing  the  capital,  they  would 
begin  to  pay  the  interest.  At  present  the  local 
bodies  paid  interest  on  the  £850,000 ;  they  not 
only  paid  to  sinking  fund  annually  at  the  rate 
of  1J  per  cent.,  but  another  £  per  cent,  was 
being  provided  for  the  Land  Transfer  Assur- 
ance Fund.  What  would  be  the  result  at  the 
end  of  twenty- six  years  if  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer's finance  was  adopted?  They  would 
have,  in  addition,  to  pay  the  annual  charges 
of  over  £30,000:  that  was  to  say,  the  colony 
would  begin  to  pay  the  interest  which  the  local 
bodies  would  have  ceased  to  pay  at  the  ter- 
mination of  the  twenty-six  years.  That  was  a 
matter  with  which  they  had  something  to  do  as 
well  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  said  he  must  have  money.  What 
money  he  wanted  the  Treasurer  must  have, 
•  certainly,  but  he  need  not  have  it  in  this  parti- 
cular way.  The  Treasurer  said,  "  I  am  told  by 
the  Law  Officers  this  is  the  way  I  can  get  the 
money,  and  I  am  going  to  take  it."  He  under- 
stood the  position,  and  if  he  were  in  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  place  he  did  not  say  that  he 
should  not  succumb  to  the  temptation.  But 
he  did  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  the  only  person  responsible  in  the  matter. 
Surely  the  House  was  responsible.  It  was  not 
as  though  they  were  expressing  an  opinion  on 
something  that  was  past  and  gone.  It  was  not 
like  expressing  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
Act  of  1884  was— as  he  thought  it  was — an 
iniquity.  All  that  was  past  and  gone ;  but  for 
the  first  time  this  year  the  late  Mr.  Ballance's 
words,  which  he  (Mr.  Bell)  read  to  the  House 
in  the  course  of  the  financial  debate,  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  provide  against  the  day  of  reckoning, 
were  being  ignored,  and  in  spite  of  his  Act,  by 
which  he  created  the  sinking  fund,  for  the  first 
time  this  year  this  money  was  being  taken  and 
squandered.  He  did  not  mean  "  squandered  " 
in  an  improper  sense,  but  squandered  in  the 
sense  that  it  was  being  taken  from  the  purpose 
to  which  it  was  applied  by  statute,  and  passed 
into  revenue  account.  He  quite  understood 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  defending  that  course. 
What  he  did  not  understand  was  the  Colonial 
Treasurer's  refusal  to  give  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  whether  it  approved  of  that 
course  or  not.  He  had  never  attempted  to 
suggest  what  view  other  honourable  gentlemen 
should  take  of  a  subject  of  the  kind,  but  if  he 
were  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  he  would 
not  be  failing  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Govern- 
ment if  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  so  serious  to  the 
colony,  he  expressed  his  opinion,  and  requested 
the  Government  to  alter  that  intention.  Surely 
if  they  could  take  off  the  duty  on  boots  without 
offending  the  Government,  and  reject  the  duty 
on  linseed-oil,  it  could  not  be  improper  that  the 
House  should  reduce  the  revenue  by  this,  which 
Mr.  Bell 


was  not  a  very  large  sum,  this  year ;  unless  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  borrowed  this  sink- 
ing fund  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  it  oould 
not  be  a  very  large  sum.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  last  point,  he  dared  say  he  was  wrongly 
assuming  that  it  was  possible  for  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  have  borrowed  from  accretions  to 
the  sinking  fund  of  past  years,  but  he  would 
like  to  know  whether  that  had  been  so,  because- 
it  would  make  a  considerable  addition  to  the- 
burdens  of  the  colony  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  borrowed  these  accretions  since  1892. 
He  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
accord  them  that  slight  scrap  of  information — 
whether  the  sinking  fund  which  he  was  borrow- 
ing this  year  was  from  accretions,  and  whether, 
further,  lie  was  carrying  into  the  colonial  chest 
an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  of  the  funds  in 
the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee. 

Mr.  WABD  said  he  had  stated  twice  that  he- 
did  not  intend  to  give  an  answer,  and  so  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  taken  another  way 
of  trying  to  get  an  answer. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  if  he  had  not  exhausted 
his  ten  minutes  he  would  like  to  call  the- 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  question  which 
had  been  asked  upon  the  estimates  and  which 
the  Treasurer  had  positively  refused  to  answer. 
Two  per  cent,  per  annum  had  been  paid  to  tbe- 
Public  Trustee  upon  the  local  bodies'  loans.  He 
had  asked  the  Treasurer  whether  his  proposal 
to  borrow  this  year  upon  debentures  to  the- 
amount  of  the  sinking  fund  on  local  bodies  was 
the  proposal  to  borrow  the  sinking  fund  of  this 
year  and  accretions  upon  the  sinking  fund 
which  had  already  accrued  in  the  Publio  Trust 
Acoount,  or  whether  the  proposal  was  to  borrow 
upon  the  whole  sum  now  in  the  hands  of  the- 
Public  Trustee  plus  the  sum  which  had  accrued 
as  sinking  fund  for  the  present  year.  The 
honourable  gentleman  refused  to  give  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  who  was  responsible  to  the 
country,  not  equally  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man but  still  responsible  to  the  country  for  the 
conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  country,  informa- 
tion of  that  kind.  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  sat  behind  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  that  position,  and  asked 
the  House  whether  that  was  a  fair  position  for 
any  member  of  that  House  to  be  placed  in.  It 
seemed  to  him  not  open  to  argument  that  he 
was  entitled  to  an  answer  to  that  question ^ 
respectfully  put. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  seemed  to  him  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  either  assume  that  he  was- 
wilfully  misleading  him  in  the  first  instance  by 
telling  him  he  did  not  propose  to  give  detailed 
information,  or  else  that  he,  the  Treasurer, 
must  be  devoid  of  all  ordinary  intelligence,  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  got  up  and  com- 
menced to  put  to  him,  piecemeal,  questions  in 
order  to  get  details  of  certain  information  on 
what  he  had  told  him  he  did  not  intend  to  give 
in  globo.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  ima- 
gined that  he  was  going  to  be  cross-examined 
in  this  way  so  as  to  get  out  information  in 
detail,  when  he  had  said  that  he  must,  on  whaV 
he  believed  were  fair  and  reasonable  grounds, 
refuse  it — if  the  honourable  gentleman  thought. 
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Be  was  going  to  be  drawn  piecemeal  he  very 
much  mistook  his  mark.  Had  he  intended 
to  give  it  he  wonld  have  given  the  whole  in- 
formation in  the  first  instance.  Having  de- 
clined to  do  that,  the  honourable  gentleman 
knew  perfectly  well  that  in  declining  in  the 
second  instance  he  was  only  acting  consistently, 
because,  if  this  system  were  to  be  earried  on, 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  sat  down  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
would  get  up  and  ask  for  some  other  detail, 
and  so  from  member  after  member  the  thing 
would  go  on.  He  was  not  going  to  submit  to 
that.  He  had  said  that  this  was  not  the  right 
time  or  place  for  giving  this  information ; 
and  if  the  honourable  member  twisted  that 
round  into  a  declaration  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  withhold  from  members  information 
they  ought  to  have,  he  was  acting  unfairly. 
He  repeated  that  this  was  not  the  time  for 
a  discussion  to  take  place  upon  this  matter. 
Honourable  members  on  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  House,  ever  since  he  had  been  in  office, 
had  attempted  time  after  time  to  extract  from 
the  Treasury  benches  information  that  had 
never  been  extracted  from  any  Treasurer  before 
since  he  bad  been  a  member  of  the  House.  He 
had  sat  in  the  House  when  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
was  Treasurer,  and  had  heard  honourable  mem- 
bers asking  him  in  vain  for  information  of  a 
much  less  important  character  than  honour- 
able members  had  on  one  or  two  occasions 
actually  dragged  out  of  him — information  of  a 
confidential  character.  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that,  in  the  most  ingenious  way, 
honourable  members  had  endeavoured  to  se- 
cure such  information,  and  he  would  say  that 
there  was  a  certain  amount  of  responsibility 
upon  honourable  members,  and  that,  at  any 
rate,  they  should  know  how  far  they  were 
justified  in  going  in  asking  him  to  give  such 
information.  But  the  policy  of  those  honour- 
able gentlemen — he  did  not  apply  it  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell) — but  there  were  honourable  members 
whose  policy  all  along  had  been  to  extract 
from  the  Treasurer  information  upon  confiden- 
tial matters  such  as  had  never  been  attempted 
to  be  extracted  before. 

An  Hon.  Member.— This  is  not  confidential. 

Mr.  WARD  was  not  saying  that  it  was,  but 
this  had  been  done. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  had  not  done  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  stated  the  honour- 
able, gentleman  had  not  done  it,  but  it  had 
been  done  by  others;  it  had  been  done  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu,  and  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  who  was 
one  of  the  worst  judges  as  to  what  ought  to 
be  confidential  matter,  and  who  had  persis- 
tently attempted  to  extract  information  from 
the  Treasurer  which  he  had  never  known 
members  to  attempt  to  extract  from  any  Trea- 
surer before — information  of  an  entirely  con- 
fidential character.  The  honourable  member 
shook  his  head ;  but  he  had  a  very  bad  memory, 
or  he  would  know  that  he  had  asked  and 
pressed  for  confidential  information  upon  more 
than  one  occasion,  and  when  it  had  been  de- 


clined ho  had  not  hesitated  to  attack  him  in 
the  House  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Quite  wrong. 

Mr.  WARD.— No ;  he  was  not  wrong.  This 
was  not  the  time  for  detailed  information  on 
this  matter. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— When  is  the  time  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  right  time  was  in  the 
ordinary  course,  when  focussing  the  year's 
financial  operations. 

An  Hon.  Member.— This  is  focussing  the 
year's  finance. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  certainly  was  not.  The 
payments  under  the  permanent  Acts  had  not 
to  be  voted.  Some  honourable  members  said 
it  would  never  come  before  the  House.  If  that 
were  so,  that  was  his  best  answer,  because  if 
it  were  there  would  never  be  an  end  to  the  ac- 
cretions of  sinking  fund.  He  only  wished  that 
were  so,  but  it  was  not.  In  the  ordinary  course 
of  things  the  detailed  information  must  be 
placed  before  the  House,  and  the  whole  position- 
summed  up.  Ever  since  he  had  been  in  office 
honourable  gentlemen  on,  the  other  side  had 
never  missed  an  opportunity  of  attacking  the 
Government's  finance.  If  they  had  not  pro- 
posed to  use  these  accretions  of  sinking  fund, 
and  had  submitted  some  other  proposal,  those 
honourable  gentlemen  would  have  taken  just 
the  same  exception  to  it.  Under  all  possible 
circumstances  they  would  be  found  strongly 
opposing  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  stigmatizing  the  conduct  of  the 
Treasurer  just  as  strongly. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  have  not  stigmatized  your 
oonduct. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  excepted  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  To  come  back  to  his  original 
contention  :  they  were  not  voting  the  items 
under  the  permanent  Acts,  and  honourable 
members  might  just  as  well  ask  to  be  fur- 
nished with  details  as  to  Judges'  salaries. 

Hon.  Members. — We  understand  all  that. 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  they  might  as  well  ask 
for  details  in  connection  with  "The  Consoli- 
dated Stock  Act,  1877," 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— We  understand  about  that. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  Well,  he  would  like  to  hear 
the  honourable  gentleman  get  up  and  explain 
them  if  he  understood  them.  He  gave  the 
honourable  gentleman  credit  for  knowing  a 
great  deal,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  must 
not  tell  him  that  he  knew  all  the  details  there. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.  —  You  do  not  know  them 
yourself;  you  have  items  here  you  will  not 
have  to  pay,  and  do  not  know  them. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  if  they  had  not  to  be  paid, 
then  it  did  not  matter  if  no  did  not  know  them. 
He  did  not  want  to  know  about  things  that 
were  not  going  to  be  paid.  What  he  wanted  to- 
know  was  about  things  that  had  to  be  paid,  and 
how  to  get  sufficient  money  to  pay  them ;  but 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  ever  had  charge 
of  finance  he  would  find  that  he  would  have 
to  provide  for  things  that  might  not  have  to 
be  paid,  but  which  might  turn  out  very  awk- 
wardly for  him  if  they  were  not  provided  for> 
and  he  might  in  the  end  find  himself  in  the 
position  of  having  to  raise  the  means  by  the. 
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unholy  issue  of  Treasury  bills,  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  so  much  dreaded.  He 
{Mr.  Ward)  was,  however,  not  going  to  be 
drawn  aside.  There  were  other  matters  under 
the  permanent  charges  which  they  might  just 
as  well  ask  him  about  as  about  this  £145,000, 
and  they  had  as  much  right  to  expect  a  full  ex- 
planation of  other  details  under  the  permanent 
Acts  as  of  those  connected  with  this  particular 
subject. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — No.  You  had  warning  as  to 
■this. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  admitted  that. 

An  Hon.  Member. — And  you  admit  it  is  a 
•departure. 

Mr.  WARD. — Yes ;  and  many  of  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Qovernment  were  departures, 
but  the  right  place  for  their  discussion,  when 
properly  they  could  be  animadverted  upon,  was 
in  the  financial  debate,  when  the  finances  of 
the  whole  year  were  before  the  House.  If  they 
had  dissented  from  the  proposals  relative  to  this 
£145,000,  there  was  then  a  clear  course  open 
to  them ;  and  if  they  had  missed  the  oppor- 
tunity of  finding  fault  with  the  Qovernment 
over  this  matter,  then  that  was  their  own  fault: 
they  could  have  done  so  when  the  Financial 
Statement  was  before  the  House  for  disoussion. 
The  Statement  had  been  debated  very  fully. 
Members  of  the  Opposition  had  referred  to  the 
subject  then,  he  had  himself  mentioned  it,  and 
members  of  the  Qovernment  had  referred  to  it. 

An  Hon.  Member.— You  referred  to  it,  and 
that  was  all. 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  that  was  the  right  time 
to  debate  it  if  they  Were  dissatisfied  with  it. 
They  were  not  dealing  with  the  permanent 
•charges  under  the  general  estimates. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honourable  mem- 
'ber's  time  is  exhausted,  and  the  number  of 
times  he  can  speak  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  been  listen- 
ing for  the  last  two  hours  to  the  debate,  and 
he  would  like  to  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
say  in  a  very  few  words  if  there  was  any  reason 
why  members  of  the  House  should  not  be  in- 
formed as  to  the  amount  of  sinking  fund  of 
local  bodies'  loans  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
proposed  this  year  taking  for  revenue  purposes. 
Any  person  who  had  listened  to  the  discussion 
for  the  last  two  hours  might  have  thought 
that  the  only  members  interested  in  the  finan- 
cial position  of  the  colony  were  the  members 
who  sat  on  the  Opposition  benches.  Well,  that 
was  not  so.  He  had  been  listening  very  atten- 
tively, and  did  not  want  to  say  anything  to 
prolong  the  debate,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
thought  that  any  fair  and  reasonable  informa- 
tion which  any  member  might  require  should  be 
given.  If  it  was  not,  then  people  outside  might 
think  that  there  was  something  that  was  not 
right.  He  would  suggest  to  the  Minister  that 
as  far  as  was  advisable  he  should  give  the 
fullest  information  to  every  member  of  the 
House  on  all  financial  matters.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  wise  to  keep  back  anything. 

Mr.  WARD.  — After  the  ruling,  I  cannot 
answer. 

Mr.  Ward 


Mr.  ALLEN  said  that,  with  regard  to  that 
ruling,  he  thought  the  Minister  would  be  in  the 
same  position  as  a  member  in  charge  of  a  Bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— No,  not  so.  There  is  an 
exception  to  rule  103.  The  Minister  may  an- 
swer questions. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  might  say  he  had  an- 
swered this  question  in  the  House,  though  he 
did  not  know  whether  the  honourable  member 
had  heard  the  answer,  and  he  could  not  give 
any  further  answer  than  that  already  given. 

Hon.  Members. — What  was  it? 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  given  a  reply,  to  the 
question  by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City,  that  this  operation  was  carried  out  under 
"The  Consolidated  Stock  Act,  1884,*'  that  the 
computation  had  been  carefully  made,  and 
that  the  arrangement,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  had, 
before  anything  could  be  done,  to  be  passed  by 
the  Auditor-General.  That  was  the  answer  he 
had  given  before,  and  he  gave  it  now ;  and  in 
the  ordinary  course,  in  the  next  year's  Finan- 
cial Statement,  the  full  information  as  to  the 
whole  year's  operations  would  be  provided.  He 
was  not  going  to  state  what  that  might  be,  be- 
cause he  did  not  think  it  was  right  that  he 
should  be  asked  now  to  do  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that,  with  regard  to  the 
Chairman's  ruling,  he  would  like  to  point  out 
that  Standing  Order  103  was  as  follows : — 

"  No  member  shall  speak  for  more  than  half 
an  hour  at  a  time  in  any  debate  in  the  House, 
except  in  the  debate  on  the  Address  in  Reply, 
or  on  the  Financial  Statement,  or  in  a  debate 
on  a  motion  of  'no  confidence,'  or  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill,  or  on  the  debate 
on  the  Appropriation  Bill,  when  a  member 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  speak  for  one  hour.  In 
Committee  of  the  House  no  member  shall  speak 
for  more  than  ten  minutes  at  any  one  time,  or 
more  than  four  times  on  any  one  question 
before  the  Committee  :  Provided  that  this  rule 
shall  not  apply  in  Committee  to  a  member  in 
charge  of  a  Bill,  or  to  a  Minister  when  deliver- 
ing the  Financial  Statement  in  Committee  of 
Supply." 

He  took  it  the  Minister  was  either  in  the 
position  of  being  in  charge  of  a  Bill  or  deliver- 
ing the  Financial  Statement  in  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  a  special  per- 
mission made  when  the  Financial  Statement 
was  introduced,  and  did  not  apply  to  a  state- 
ment made  now,  when  the  Minister  was  in 
charge  of  the  estimates. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  Speaker  had  been 
appealed  to  upon  this  very  rule,  and  ruled  last 
year  that  a  Minister  in  charge  of  the  estimates 
had  no  greater  liberty  than  an  honourable 
member. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  they  had  now  presented 
the  spectacle  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  refusing 
to  give  information  about  a  large  item  like  this, 
and  they  had  brought  it  up  to  show  the  public 
how  business  was  conducted  in  the  House,  and 
how  information  was  refused.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  taken  up  whatever  he  could  of 
last  year's  increase,  and  this  year  added  the 
two  together  and  made  the  amount  as  large 
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as  possible,  in  order  to  swell  these  estimates. 
This  was  a  very  lamentable  state  of  affairs.  If 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  look  at  page  7 — 
this  showed  how  slovenly  these  things  were  done 
— tinder  the  heading  of  "  Meredith  and  Others 
Pension  Act,  1870,"  he  would  find  "Mrs.  E. 
Meredith,  £46."  On  the  other  side  they  would 
find  she  was  voted  £46  last  year,  but  never  took 
the  money.  No  doubt  she  was  dead ;  bat  the 
amount  was  put  on  again.  It  swelled  the  sur- 
plus, as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  never  paid  it 
away. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  on  this 
matter  the  Opposition  were  not  entitled  to  a 
monopoly  of  interest  in  connection  with  the 
question.  In  his  speech  on  the  Financial 
Statement  he  dealt  pretty  fully  with  this 
matter.  What  he  would  point  out  to  the 
Treasurer  was  this :  He  had  got  himself  to 
thank  for  a  great  deal  of  the  criticism  and  in- 
quiry, because  he  admitted  in  the  Budget  this 
year  that  the  course  he  had  taken  was  unpre- 
cedented.   He  said, — 

"  The  item  of  £145,400  in  aid  of  revenue  from 
debentures  issued  against  sinking-fund  accre- 
tions is  larger  than  last  year  by  the  amount  of 
£27,600 :  a  large  proportion  of  this  excess  has 
arisen  in  consequence  of  the  inclusion  of  an 
amount  previously  omitted  in  respect  of  the 
accretions  connected  with  the  sinking  fund 
created  under  'The  Government  Loans  to 
Public  Bodies  Act  Amendment  Act,  1892.' " 

Well,  what  had  led  to  the  criticism  and  in- 
quiry was  this:  If  the  Treasurer  had  been 
acting  strictly  within  the  four  corners  of  the 
Act  in  seizing  these  sinking  funds  attaching 
to  local  bodies'  loans,  why  were  these  loans 
not  seized  during  1892,  1893,  and  1894?  Why 
did  he  wait  for  two  or  three  years  in  order  to 
exercise  the  legal  power  that  existed  ?  Actions 
like  this  tended  to  create  anxiety  and  unrest 
in  connection  with  the  financial  position  of 
the  colony ;  and,  when  they  saw  the  Treasurer 
anxious  to  lay  his  hand  on  any  loose  money  of 
this  sort  lying  about,  members  asked  them- 
selves, "  Is  the  financial  position  of  the  colony 
as  sound  and  strong  as  it  is  said  to  be  ?  "  He 
thought  the  Treasurer  would  be  consulting 
his  own  dignity  and  the  diginity  of  the  Govern- 
ment ii  he  would  drop  this  air  of  secrecy,  if 
he  would  divest  himself  of  this  appearance  of 
mystery,  and  remove  with  one  blow  whatever 
there  might  be  of  unrest  and  anxiety  or  sus- 
picion as  to  the  financial  position  of  the  colony. 
In  regard  to  the  ooal  contracts  in  connection 
with  the  railways,  he  wanted  to  draw  attention 
to  one  or  two  points  regarding  these  contracts. 
He  found  the  Westport  lines  were  supplied 
with  coal  by  the  Westport  Coal  Company  at  a 
rate  of  7s.  per  ton ;  that  the  Greymouth-Hoki- 
tika  line  was  supplied  by  the  Grey  Valley  Com- 
pany at  8s.  per  ton ;  but  the  same  coal  which 
was  supplied  at  these  places,  when  shipped  to 
Picton  for  the  line  there,  was  supplied  at  £1  4s. 
a  ton.  The  country  paid  16s.  to  somebody  or 
other  for  the  freight  from  Grey  mouth  to  Picton, 
and  £1  0s.  6d.  for  the  same  coal  supplied  for 
the  Nelson  line.  Then,  again,  referring  to  the 
Napier  lines,  these  were  supplied  by  the  Grey 


Valley  Coal  Company  at  £1  8s.  3d.  He  men- 
tioned these  facts  to  show  the  Government  the 
importance  of  their  undertaking  themselves  a 
larger  share  in  connection  with  railway  coal 
supplies  than  they  did.  There  ought  to  be  no 
difficulty  in  connection  with  the  Government 
purchasing,  if  necessary,  one  or  two  boats  of 
their  own.  They  could  use  the  "  Stella,"  which 
was  chartered,  and,  he  supposed,  the  "Ter- 
ranora,"  and  they  could  purchase  a  few  boats 
to  carry  the  coal  in  their  own  vessels,  and  save 
a  large  amount  of  money.  The  coal  companies 
would  be  prepared  to  sell  coal  at  7s.  or  8s.  a 
ton  at  the  pit,  and  if  they  wanted  to  charge 
more  the  plan  would  be  for  the  Government  to 
take  up  the  Mokihinui  Mine,  take  the  coal  out 
themselves,  and  thus  make  a  large  saving. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  did  not  know  whether 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  or  the  Premier  would 
endeavour  to  crush  him  again,  or  whether  the 
Minister  of  Labour  would  consider  him  beneath 
contempt,  if  he  referred  to  that  honourable 
gentleman.  He  would  not  seek  the  honourable 
gentleman's  good  opinion,  for  he  was  never 
likely  to  get  it,  and,  if  he  attacked  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  he  would  probably  return  it 
by  an  attack  upon  him  in  a  newspaper  article. 
The  Minister  of  Labour  had  a  supreme  con- 
tempt for  any  man  who  had  come  to  the  front 
partly  by  his  own  exertions,  and  probably  he 
(Mr.  Mackenzie)  had  come  to  the  front  in  that 
manner.  In  that  honourable  gentleman's  de- 
partment he  found  charitable  aid  was  to  a  con* 
Biderable  extent  distributed  under  that  honour- 
able gentleman's  thumb,  and  they  also  knew 
that  certain  establishments  in  this  country 
were  conduoted  by  that  honourable  gentle- 
man. They  knew  how  that  money  had  been 
expended.  They  knew  it  was  not  profitably 
expended ;  that  it  was  not  safely  expended. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  invariably  wasted 
in  some  of  the  institutions  in  this  country. 
Let  them  take  the  Sanatorium,  where  they  ex- 
pected people  to  be  benefited  by  the  waters  from 
the  Priest's  Bath  mixing  with  the  waters  of 
another  bath — Madame  Rachel's.  He  thought,, 
in  connection  with  the  estimates,  they  ought 
to  go  into  the  question  of  railway  rates.  The 
railway  rates  just  now  were  rather  confusing. 
For  instance,  the  differential  rates  on  some 
lines  were  interfering  to  some  extent  with  the 
coastal  trade,  and  to  that  extent  he  did  not 
object.  But  he  objected  to  the  lines  charging 
as  much  for  the  carriage  of  timber  for  fifty 
miles  as  was  charged  for  double  that  distance. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— •  We  have  had  that  out  on 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  believed  he  possessed 
and  valued  the  good  opinion  of  the  Minister  of 
Railways,  and  he  would  be  very  sorry  to  have 
the  opinion  of  that  gentleman  which  he  had  of 
the  Minister  of  Labour.  They  came  then  to 
Police  Department.  He  thought  that  con- 
siderable alteration  was  required  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  department. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  did  not  propose  to 
waste  the  time  of  the  House  to  any  consider- 
able extent  to-night.  At  the  same  time,  the 
J  honourable  member  for  Clutha  had  probably 
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been  misleading  members  on  one  or  two  points. 
The  honourable  gentleman  took  advantage  of 
bis  ocoupation  as  a  journalist  to  make  an  in- 
sinuation to  the  effect  that,  if  he  attacked  him 
(Mr.  Beeves),  he  might  write  a  leading  article 
■attacking  him.  His  reason  for  getting  up  now 
was  to  take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  he 
bad  never  attacked  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  a  newspaper  in  his  life,  and  he  did  not 
-think  he  was  ever  likely  to  do  so.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  extraordinary  craze — he  could 
•call  it  nothing  else  —  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  appeared  to  be  labouring 
under  that  he  bore  him  some  animosity,  the 
bonourable  gentleman  might  disabuse  his  mind 
of  such  an  idea.  He  never  bore  any  animosity 
towards  the  honourable  gentleman.  For  years 
past  the  honourable  gentleman  had  repeatedly 
gone  out  of  his  way  to  attack  him  without 
any  provocation.  As  a  rule,  in  that  House,  if 
he  were  attacked  by  anybody,  he  very  often 
replied,  but  in  the  case  of  the  honourable 
member,  for  certain  reasons,  he  had  not  replied. 
He  had  allowed  him  to  hit  him  again  and 
again,  and  had  not  replied.  So  far  from  dis- 
liking the  honourable  gentleman,  his  feelings 
towards  him  had  been  of  the  opposite  nature. 
Although  the  honourable  gentleman  might  do 
things  in  a  rather  clumsy  sort  of  way,  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  harm  in  it.  He 
thought  it  was  amusing.  He  (Mr.  Reeves)  had 
never  borne  him  any  malice.  He  would  sug- 
gest to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he 
should  behave  in  a  little  more  manly  fashion 
— that  he  should  be  more  of  a  man,  and  not 
•come  there  whining  about  the  dislike  that 
people  might  bear  him 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— You  did  that. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  had  not  suggested  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  bore  any  dislike  to 
him.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  hunt 
up  Hansard,  and,  if  he  could  find  any  sugges- 
tion of  that  kind  from  him  (Mr.  Beeves)  with 
regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  should 
nave  the  greatest  pleasure  in  giving  a  guinea 
to  any  public  institution  in  the  Clutha  district 
he  liked  to  name,  or  he  might  give  a  little  as- 
sistance to  one  of  those  charitable  institutions 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  he 
4Mr.  Beeves)  was  administering  so  dreadfully 
badly.  Then,  with  regard  to  that  talk  to  which 
they  had  been  treated  again  and  again  about 
kid  gloves  and  frock-coats,  and  the  contempt 
he  was  supposed  to  feel  for  any  men  who  came 
to  the  front  by  their  own  exertions,  what  did 
the  honourable  member  think  his  origin  was  ? 
He  was  not  reared  in  the  lap  of  luxury.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  the 
Province  of  Canterbury ;  and  every  honourable 
gentleman  in  that  House,  who  knew  the  sort 
of  life  that  was  Jed  by  the  old  settlers  in  New 
Zealand,  would  know  that  their  sons  were  not 
reared  in  the  lap  of  luxury.  He  thought  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  be  reared  in  a  harder 
school  than  those  born  some  forty  years  ago 
in  New  Zealand  were  reared  in.  Well,  he  was 
reared  in  that  school,  and  he  was  proud  of  it. 
He  was  not  reared  in  a  palace,  nor  was  he  ac- 
customed to  dress  in  broadcloth  or  silk— quite 
Mr,  Reeves 


the  reverse.  He  was  reared  very  much  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  was  reared  ; 
and,  so  far  from  having  a  contempt  for  any 
man  who  came  to  the  front  by  his  own  ex- 
ertions, he  respected  him.  In  fact,  he  did  not 
know  any  one  who  had  come  to  the  front  in 
New  Zealand  who  had  not  done  so  by  his  own 
exertions,  and  he  thought  that  was  a  subject 
for  pride  by  New- Zealand  era.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha, 
whatever  taunts  he  might  level  at  him  (Mr. 
Beeves)  in  the  future,  would,  at  any  rate,  adopt 
a  little  higher  tone  than  that,  and  not  again 
suggest  that  he  was  reared  in  the  lap  of  luxury 
in  silks  or  satins,  or  that  he  was  accustomed  to 
scoff  at  his  fellow -colonists  who  came  to  the 
front  by  their  own  exertions. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  they  had  been  listen- 
ing for  some  time  to  an  interesting  discussion, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  was  assisting  business 
at  all.  It  was  after  one  o'clock,  and  he  would 
move,  That  progress  be  reported.  If  they  could 
do  no  better  than  they  had  been  doing,  it  was 
just  as  well  that  they  should  go  home. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  progress  be  reported." 
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Mackintosh 
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McKenzie,  J. 

Button 

Flatman 

Hutchison,  G. 

Houston 

MoGuire 

Duncan 

Stout 

Carncrosa 

Te  Ao 

Pere 

Wilson. 

Larnach. 

Majority  against,  13. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  question  of  the  Department 
of  Labour.  He  considered  that,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  City  of  Wellington,  he  ought  to 
call  attention  to  the  unfair  treatment  they  were 
reoeiving.  On  the  Labour  Department  it  was 
proposed  this  year  to  vote  the  sum  of  £2,450. 
Last  year  the  amount  expended  was  £2,311. 
Well,  he  objected  to  that  increase  altogether. 
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In  the  City  o!  Wellington  there  were  a  dozen 
servants'  registry-offices,  conducting  the  busi- 
ness in  an  admirable  and  satisfactory  way, 
both  to  the  employers  and  to  those  employed. 
These  people  were  earning  an  honest  living  in 
•carrying  on  a  business,  and  they  were  suddenly 
met  by  the  opposition  of  the  Government. 
In  May  last  the  following  oircular  was  issued 
by  the  Labour  Department : — 

"  Department  of  Labour, 

"  Wellington,  8rd  May,  1895. 
"  An  office  for  the  employment  of  women  has 
been  opened  in  the  Government  Buildings  in 
-connection  with  the  Department  of  Labour. 
The  office  is  No.  9,  on  the  ground- floor,  near 
•the  Moles  worth  Street  entrance  to  the  Build- 
ings. It  is  open  to  any  woman  or  girl  who 
•desires  employment  to  have  her  name  entered 
■on  the  books  without  payment.  Employers  of 
women's  labour,  either  domestic,  clerioal,  or 
otherwise,  will  be  supplied  with  names  and 
•addresses  of  those  suitable  to  their  needs, 
without  fee,  but  with  the  attached  condition 
that  if  an  engagement  is  effected  notice  should 
be  given  to  the  department.  It  is  expected  that 
this  Employment  Office  will  prove  of  special 
4186  to  persons  desirous  of  casual  help  in  the 
way  of  cleaning  houses,  offices,  or  shops,  or 
washing  or  ironing.  Upon  receipt  of  a  tele- 
phone message  to  the  Labour  Department,  the 
name  and  address  of  a  woman  to  go  out  by  the 
<3ay  will  be  given.  Letters  and  messages  should 
be  addressed  to  *  Miss  Margaret  Scott,  Depart- 
ment of  Labour.' " 

Any  woman  or  girl  who  wanted  employment 
-could  get  it  without  payment,  as  against  the 
private  offices.  The  Government,  to  the  multi- 
farious duties  they  undertook  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind  and  womankind,  had  added  the  duties 
•of  hiring  charwomen.  If  you  wanted  your  house 
or  office  cleaned  the  Government  would  find  a 
woman  free  of  oost,  and  also  women  to  wash 
or  iron.  Honourable  members  would  remem- 
ber the  Washers  and  Manglers  Bill  of  a  pre- 
vious session.  When  that  Bill  was  receiving 
Attention  it  was  laughed  at  as  absurd,  and  it 
was  never  dreamt  that  the  Government  would 
-eventually  go  into  the  laundry  business.  Wash- 
ing and  ironing  was  now,  however,  a  depart- 
ment of  the  State ;  and  he  objected  to  it  very 
much,  because  the  owners  of  some  of  the 
private  registry-offices  were  his  constituents, 
«nd  they  felt  the  competition  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  also  found  that  this  new  depart- 
ment was  confined  to  Wellington ;  it  was  not 
undertaken  in  other  towns  of  the  colony.  He 
trusted  the  Minister  would  be  able  to  give  them 
-some  satisfactory  explanation  as  to  why  it 
should  have  been  set  up  to  interfere  with  the 
living  of  men  who  had  families  dependent  upon 
them.  The  House  was  entitled  to  some  ex- 
planation of  the  increase  on  this  item  in  the 
vote  for  the  Labour  Department.  The  Minister 
had  also  brought  forward  a  Registry-offices 
Bill,  harassing  keepers  of  private  offices,  and 
making  it  all  but  Impossible  for  private  people 
to  carry  on  such  offices  against  Government- 
paid  departments. 


Mr.  REEVES  said  it  was  more  usual  and 
more  convenient  to  wait  until  the  estimates 
of  the  particular  class  referred  to  were  under 
discussion,  and  the  Minister  of  the  depart- 
ment was  in  charge,  before  cross-questioning 
him  upon  his  administration.  That  course 
was  certainly  more  convenient  than  the  one 
they  were  pursuing  of  having  a  sort  of  picnic 
or  go-as-you-please  on  the  first  item  in  the 
estimates.  A  great  deal  of  ground  was  gone 
over  which  must  be  gone  over  again  at  a  later 
stage.  In  reply  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City,  who  had  challenged  him  re- 
garding the  Department  of  Labour,  he  would 
be  very  happy  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman 
the  information.  First  of  all,  regarding  the 
statement  that  he  had  reflected  on  the  honour- 
able gentleman  or  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  by  using  the  word  "clumsy":  that 
had  not  any  kind  of  reference  to,  neither  was 
it  an  insinuation  against,  the  education  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  or  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha— a  subject  about  which  he 
(Mr.  Reeves)  knew  nothing  whatever.  Their 
education  might  be  very  much  better  than  his 
own,  and  he  hoped  it  was ;  but  a  man  might  be 
exceedingly  well  educated  and  yet  be  a  most 
clumsy  humourist  indeed.  Some  of  the  best- 
educated  men  in  England  had  been  exceedingly 
clumsy  when  they  attempted  humour,  and  he 
did  not  think  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha,  as  a  humourist,  was  clever.  Hjb  had 
said  that  before,  and  would  say  it  again  if  neces- 
sary. With  regard  to  the  Labour  Bureau  and 
the  females'  registry-offices,  first  of  all,  they 
were  told  that  the  Labour  Department  had  in- 
creased its  expenditure  during  the  year,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  ob- 

1'eoted  to  that.  That  increase  was  not  caused 
>y  any  fresh  or  additional  expenditure.  If 
honourable  members  would  look  down  the 
column  they  would  see  that  the  State-farm 
vote,  whioh  before  had  been  under  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  was  now  under  the  Labour 
Department,  and  the  whole  of  the  swelling  was 
accounted  for  in  that  way.  In  the  Labour  De- 
partment there  had  been  no  increase  in  the 
expenditure:  on  the  contrary,  the  receipts  of 
the  department  should  be  credited  to  it.  It 
would  then  be  seen  that,  so  far  as  inspection 
went,  the  department  more  than  paid  for  itself, 
and  that  the  factory-fees  more  than  covered  the 
expenditure.  Those  fees  were  paid  into  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  and  could  not  be  credited 
to  the  Labour  Department.  The  reason  why 
Wellington  was  the  only  place  in  which  women's 
registry-offices  had  been  tried  was  that  it 
was  the  head  office,  and  the  Government  de- 
sired to  make  an  experiment  to  see  how  a 
registry-office  for  female  servants  would  work 
under  the  State,  before  trying  it  elsewhere. 
They  were  still  trying  the  experiment,  and  he 
did  not  think  that  any  great  hardship  was  being 
inflicted  upon  the  private  registry-offices.  He 
only  knew  of  one  complaint. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Two. 

Mr.  REEVES  only  knew  of  one  who  had 
complained.  One  or  two  persons  necessarily 
felt  that  the  experiment  was  a  wrong  one,  and 
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ought  to  be  abandoned.  The  Labour  Bureau 
was  always  competing  with  private  registry- 
office  keepers  in  finding  employment  for  male 
labour,  and  the  honourable  member  knew  that 
the  private  registry  -  offices  did  not  confine 
themselves  to  getting  females  employment, 
without  getting  employment  for  men  also. 
The  Government  had  always  to  compete  with 
them  with  regard  to  male  labour;  and  why 
should  they  be  debarred  from  competing  with 
them  in  finding  employment  for  women  ?  If 
the  House  liked  to  lay  down  the  principle  that 
the  State  was  not  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  employment  of  women,  the  House  might 
do  so.  The  House  had  never  done  that,  and 
until  it  did  he  did  not  see  any  reason  why  the 
Labour  Bureau  should  not  see  what  it  could  do 
for  women  who  were  out  of  work,  as  well  as  for 
men.  Then,  as  regarded  the  harassing  nature 
of  the  Servants'  Registry-offices  Bill,  would  it 
be  news  to  the  honourable  member  to  know 
that  a  number  of  private  registry-office  keepers 
of  the  colony  were  in  favour  of  that  Bill,  and 
one  of  the  best  of  the  private  registry-office 
keepers  had  stated  before  the  Labour  Bills 
Committee  that  it  was  a  good  Bill,  and  that  he 
wanted  to  see  it  passed.  There  were  no  general 
complaints  against  the  Bill :  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  welcomed  by  the  private  offices. 

Mr.  McNAB  wished  to  know  if  the  amount  of 
£8,500,  under  the  Post  and  Telegraph  estimates, 
was  for  distribution  by  the  department  to  the 
Railway  Stationmasters  Who  performed  the  duty 
of  Postmasters,  and,  if  that  was  so,  whether 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  any  objec- 
tion to  furnishing  the  return  he  had  asked  for 
relating  to  postal  services  performed  by  Sta- 
tionmasters. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  the  purpose  of  the 
vote.  It  was  for  the  payment  of  the  officers. 
Regarding  the  return  asked  for,  he  would  look 
into  the  matter,  and  let  the  honourable  mem- 
ber have  a  reply  in  the  ordinary  course.  If 
there  was  no  serious  objection — and  he  did 
not  know  of  any — he  would  be  very  glad  to 
furnish  the  return. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  in  what  part  of  the  esti- 
mates appeared  the  sums  given  by  way  of 
bonus  or  emolument  outside  of  salary.  A 
return  ordered  on  the  81st  July  of  bonuses  paid 
had  not  yet  been  laid  on  the  table.  He  knew 
that  bonuses  had  been  given.  What  were  the 
amounts  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  came  under  the  head- 
ing of  "  Contingencies  "  in  the  votes  of  each 
department. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knew  what  the  amounts  were. 

Mr.  WARD.— No. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  if  it  was  correct  that  an 
officer  who  had  received  a  rise  of  £50  last  year 
had  received  a  bonus  of  £100  as  well. 

Mr.  WARD  did  not  know  of  any  officer  in  the 
service  who  had  reoeived  a  bonus  of  £100. 

-  oq        Mr.  MONTGOMERY  did  not  desire 

'    to  take  up  time,  but  wished  to  make 

a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  these  sinking 

funds,  because  the  question  was  ono  which 

Mr.  Reeves 


only  seemed  to  have  been  recognised  on  one 
side  of  the  House.  He  wished  to  say  that  its 
importance  was  recognised  by  a  number  of 
members  on  his  side  of  the  House  also.  He 
for  one  failed  to  see  why  the  Treasurer  had  not 
given  them  the  information  which  he  was  sure 
he  could  not  deny  was  entirely  at  his  disposal 
— namely,  how  the  amount  of  £145,000  was 
intended  to  be  made  up — whether  it  referred 
to  accretions  of  sinking  funds  for  years  be- 
fore. The  Treasurer  could  say  by  a  Yes  or  No 
whether  the  local  bodies'  loans  sinking  funds 
were  proposed  to  be  used  for  more  than  one 
year,  and  he  thought  the  House  was  fully  en- 
titled to  the  information.  He  had  listened  all 
the  evening  without  saying  anything,  because 
he  fully  expeoted  that,  sooner  or  later,  the 
Treasurer  would  stop  all  the  talking  by  saying 
he  would  give  the  information.  But  although 
he  had  listened  he  had  heard  nothing ;  and  he 
would  much  like  to  hear  something  now,  as  it 
would  stop  the  talking  at  once.  Whatever 
doubt  there  might  be  as  to  the  legality  of 
these  sinking  funds  being  seized,  there  could  be 
no  question  as  to  its  political  morality.  Any 
one  reading  the  Aot  of  1892  would  see  there  was. 
a  sinking  fund  created.  What  was  it  created 
for?  Was  it  created  to  be  seized?  Would 
any  one  suppose  that  was  the  purpose?  It 
was  ridiculous  to  suppose  so  for  a  moment. 
But,  supposing  that  it  could  legally  be  seized, 
was  it  a  right  and  proper  thing  to  seize  it?~ 
It  resolved  itself  into  this  question  :  Did  they 
think  it  right  for  local  bodies  to  borrow  money 
in  such  a  way  as  to  add  to  the  obligations  of 
the  State  ?  The  sinking  fund  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  off  the  debt  of  the  local  bodies, 
but,  as  it  was  now,  it  went  into  the  general 
revenue,  which  he  ventured  to  say  was  never 
intended  by  the  Act  when  it  was  passed.  He 
entered  his  protest  against  any  attempt  to  place 
the  loans  raised  by  local  bodies  in  the  same 
position  as  those  raised  by  the  State.  It  was 
simply  "  sly  borrowing  "  in  its  very  worst  form. 
If  they  were  going  to  borrow  money,  let  them 
do  so  openly.  Let  them  be  straight.  He  felt 
sure  the  debate  would  have  been  over  hours  ago 
if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  been  straight  and 
answered  a  simple  question,  an  answer  to  which 
members  had  a  right  to  expect. 

Captain  RUSSELL  joined  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  in  expressing  regret 
that  the  Treasurer  had  thought  fit  to  adopt  the 
line  he  had  adopted  that  night.  Merely  from, 
a  party  point  of  view  he  would  rejoice  at  it, 
because  there  was  no  doubt  there  was  an  im- 
pression in  the  mind  of  every  member  of  the 
Committee  that  the  Treasurer  was  concealing 
information  that  ought  to  be  given  them.  But 
he  was  not  a  bitter  party-man,  and  he  therefore 
regretted  the  Treasurer  had  adopted  such  a  line. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  doing  more  to 
destroy  confidence  in  the  Government  by  ad- 
opting this  line  than  by  any  answer  he  could 
possibly  give.  So  long  as  he  persistently  main- 
tained the  attitude  of  hoodwinking  the  House, 
which  unfortunately  had  been  the  case  ever 
since  he  came  back  from  England,  so  long 
would  the  influence  he  ought  to  have  be  steadily 
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sapped.  With  regard  to  the  first  item — "  Mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  representing  the  Maori 
race,  £400" — he  had  no  doubt  the  Premier 
knew  best  how  to  choose  his  colleagues,  and 
under  those  circumstances  he  had  done  very 
well  in  getting  the  honourable  member  for 
Waiapu  for  one  of  his  colleagues.  But  he 
objected  to  the  honourable  member  appearing 
on  the  estimates  as  representing  the  Maori 
race.  So  long  as  the  honourable  member  ohose 
to  represent  the  Maori  race  in  Parliament  he 
was  entitled  to  the  position  of  member  of  the 
Executive  representing  the  Maori  race;  but 
the  Act  never  contemplated  that  a  European 
representative  should  hold  that  position. 

Mr.  C  ADM  AN  asked  whether  it  was  not 
rather  late  to  raise  the  point. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  if  he  was  not  mis- 
taken he  had  raised  it  last  session :  at  any  rate, 
this  was  the  first  available  opportunity  he  had 
had  this  year.  If  the  Premier  was  bringing 
down  a  Bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Minis- 
ters he  hoped  the  farce  of  having  a  gentleman 
representing  a  European  constituency  as  "mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  representing  the  Maori 
race  "  would  be  done  away  with.  They  should 
either  have  a  real  representative  of  the  Maori 
race  or  abolish  the  office  altogether.  At  pre- 
sent he  hardly  knew  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  represented.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  take  notice  of  the  anomaly ;  and  it  was, 
according  to  his  idea,  a  violation  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act,  even  if  it  was  in  accordance 
with  its  letter.  He  moved  to  strike  the  item 
out,  by  way  of  testing  the  question. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  the  position  held  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waiapu  was  not  needed 
at  all.  He  had  nothing  to  say  against  the 
honourable  gentleman  personally ;  but  the  posi- 
tion he  held  was  of  no  benefit  to  the  Natives. 
They  had  the  Native  Minister,  and  it  was  to  him 
they  looked  for  anything  so  far  as  the  Natives 
were  concerned.  The  two  positions  were  un- 
necessary, and  one  should  be  abolished,  and 
that  one  was  the  position  held  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waiapu.  He  could  not  see 
any  reason  why  the  portfolio  of  Native  Minis- 
ter should  not  be  given  to  that  honourable 
member. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  86. 

Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Seddon 

Buiok 

Lawry 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Cadman 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell 

MoLachlan 

Stevens 

Collins 

MoNab 

Tanner 

Crowther 

Meredith 

Thompson,  R. 

Earn  sh  aw 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Praser 

Montgomery 

Ward 

Graham 

Parata 

Willis. 

Hall 

Pinkerton 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Pirani 

Millar 

Harris 

Reeves 

Morrison. 

Hogg 

Nobs,  6. 

Duthie 

Mitohelson 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Green. 

Massey 

Russell,  W.  R 

VOL.  XO.-21. 

For. 

Against. 

Carnoross 

Stout 

Duncan 

McGuire 

Flatman 

Button 

Houston 

Hutchison,  G. 

Larnaoh 

Wilson 

Mackintosh 

Bell 

Maslin 

Mackenzie,  T. 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Buchanan 

Newman 

Heke 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  80. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  vote,  £400,  agreed 
to. 

Clerk  of  Exeoutive  Council  (also  Secretary 
to  Cabinet,  £450),  £50. 

Mr.  MoLACHLAN  moved,  That  the  vote,  £50, 
be  struck  out. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  not  an  increase. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said,  in  order  to  give  an 
intelligent  vote  on  this  question,  the  Committee 
should  determine  whether  they  were  going  to 
support  increases  or  not.  He  would  support 
any  member  in  curtailing  expenses  generally, 
but  he  desired  to  know  the  course  the  Com- 
mittee intended  to  take  in  regard  to  increases, 
because  it  would  be  most  unfair  to  interfere 
with  one  officer's  salary  and  subsequently 
allow  another  officer's  salary  with  an  in- 
crease to  pass. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  had  there  been  an  in- 
crease proposed  in  this  case  he  would  have 
moved  that  it  be  reduced,  as  an  indication 
that  no  increases  should  be  granted  in  salaries 
over  £800. 

Vote,  £50,  agreed  to. 

Vote,   Colonial    Secretary's   Office,    £1,585, 
2  Q     agreed  to. 

Vote,  Ministers'   Secretaries,  £775, 
agreed  to. 

Messengers  and  office-keepers,  £4,091. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  would  like  to  have  some  in- 
formation as  to  the  item,  "Chief  Messenger 
and  Housekeeper,  £200."  He  was  oheoked 
by  the  Premier  on  one  ocoasion  in  speaking  of 
one  of  the  messengers  without  extending  to 
that  peison  the  honorary  title  of  "  captain."  If 
this  gentleman  ranked  as  captain,  the  salary, 
he  took  it,  was  altogether  insufficient  for  a  man 
of  his  distinction. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  position  was  filled  up  by 
the  Ministry,  and  in  connection  with  the  posi- 
tion there  was  the  management  of  the  whole  of 
the  messengers  in  the  service,  and  this  officer 
had  also  the  carrying-out  of  the  very  necessary 
duty  of  looking  after  the  fire-appliances  in  the 
colony.  The  position  was  excellently  filled, 
and  this  fact  was  reoognised  by  many  people 
who  at  first  were  opposed  to  the  appointment. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  question  ought  to  be 
raised  or  debated  at  all.  The  officer  who  had 
been  appointed  to  the  vacancy  was  a  most 
capable  one. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  what  was  the  whole 
salary  he  received. 

Mr.  WARD  said  £250  a  year. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that,  if  he  protested 
against  it,  it  would  not  be  of  very  muoh  use 
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probably.  He  did  not  dispute  the  statement 
that  the  duties  were  discharged  by  this  gentle- 
man, if  that  was  the  proper  term,  honour- 
ably. He  thought,  however,  it  was  only  due 
to  the  other  employes  in  the  servioe  that  they 
should  have  received  advancement  according  to 
seniority.  That  an  outsider  should  be  brought 
in,  and  put  over  the  heads  of  those  who  had 
been  long  in  the  servioe  of  the  country,  was 
wrong.  He  objected  to  that.  The  principle, 
too,  was  bad  of  asking  them  to  address  with 
titles  men  filling  subordinate  offices  of  this 
class,  and  that  a  man  who  filled  the  position 
of  messenger  should  be  addressed  by  any  such 
title.  He  thought  the  remarks  of  the  Premier, 
on  the  occasion  to  which  he  had  referred,  were 
much  out  of  place.  He  (Mr.  Duthie)  expressed 
his  dissent  from  the  principle  of  putting  an 
outsider  over  the  heads  of  ola  servants. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  had  assumed  the  same  tone  in  asking  his 
question  on  a  previous  occasion  that  he  did 
now,  he  questioned  very  muoh  whether  he  would 
have  found  fault  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  said  now,  on  the  merits  of  the  case, 
there  was  always  a  delicacy  in  cases  of  this 
kind  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House. 
On  the  resignation  of  Captain  Bevell,  who  was 
the  previous  Housekeeper 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  what  was  his  right  to 
the  title. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  he  was  in  the  Armed 
Constabulary.  He  was  a  sergeant-major.  He 
was  absolutely  entitled  to  that,  as  that  was  his 
rank.  The  next  to  him  in  that  office  admitted 
that  he  did  not  want  the  position  and  would 
not  have  taken  it  had  it  been  offered  to  him. 
Ho  was  old  and  not  too  strong,  and  he  had  in- 
timated to  the  Government,  so  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
had  been  informed,  that  he  did  not  feel  himself 
fitted  to  take  the  position.  He  was  a  very 
nice  and  good  man,  but,  at  all  events,  was  un- 
fitted for  the  position.  The  next  thing  they  did 
was  to  call  for  applications,  and  he  did  not 
think  there  would  be  the  slightest  hesitation  on 
the  part  of  any  one  in  saying  the  selection  they 
had  made  was  a  good  one. 

Mr.  McLAGHLAN  did  not  know  this  gentle- 
man termed  "  captain,'1  and  it  was  only  within 
the  last  two  or  three  days  that  he  knew  where 
he  was  located.  He  had  thought  it  was  in  Par- 
liament House,  but  he  found  it  was  at  the  Go- 
vernment Build ings  ;  and  on  a  recent  visit  there 
a  man  who  was  employed  on  those  buildings 
happened  to  call  his  attention  to  the  great  im- 
provement this  officer  had  effected.  This  man 
told  him  that  it  was  one  of  the  best  appoint- 
ments ever  made. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  it  would  be  more  con- 
venient that  the  salary  of  this  officer  should  be 
stated  properly  in  the  estimates.  It  was  the 
only  instance  in  the  whole  of  the  estimates 
where  the  full  salary  was  not  stated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  Mr.  Willis's  salary  was 
put  down  at  £50,  whereas  he  had  in  addition 
£450.  This  was  the  case  with  several  other 
officers,  whose  salaries  were  paid  by  more  than 
one  department. 
Mr.DuthU 


Mr.  PIRANI  said  every  officer's  salary  should 
be  stated  in  full,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  then  they 
would  know  what  they  were  paying. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said,  with  reference  to  the 
items  of  £100  for  Custodian  and  £50  for  House- 
keeper at  Government  House,  Auckland,  he 
wanted  to  know  why  this  house  was  not  let. 
He  was  not  aware  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
Governor,  or  that  the  Governor  went  there  very 
frequently.  If  not  used  it  should  be  sold  or  let, 
and  made  a  source  of  revenue. 

Vote,  Messengers  and  office-keepers,  £4,091, 
agreed  to. 

Electoral  Department,  £1,600. 

Mr.  HOGG  would  like  to  know  something 
about  this  item  of  £1,000,  "  Expenses  of  print- 
ing rolls,  advertising,  elections,  and  contingen- 
cies." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  in  connection 
with  the  licensing  elections. 

Mr.  PIRANI  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  the  advisability,  in  future 
appointments  of  Returning  Officers,  of  trying 
to  avoid  appointing  Clerks  of  Courts.  Up  his 
way  the  whole  of  the  business  of  the  District 
and  Magistrate's  Courts  was  paralysed  during 
the  eleotion,  because  the  Clerk  of  the  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrate's  Court  and  the  District 
Court  was  appointed  Returning  Officer.  He 
did  not  think  it  would  be  a  difficult  thing  to 
get  somebody  else  for  these  positions,  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  work  of  the  Courts. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  take  a  note  of  it. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  thought  the  local  bodies 
should  have  the  control  of  this  matter.  The 
electorate  of  the  honourable  member  for  Mars- 
den  represented  a  total  expense  connected  with 
the  last  election  of  about  £47,  whereas  in 
another  electorate  the  cost  of  the  election  was 
rather  more  than  £200.  The  cause  of  that  was 
faulty  administration.  The  Government  ap- 
pointed the  Chief  Returning  Officers,  and  they 
appointed  their  deputies,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  local  bodies  were  responsible  for  the 
expenses  of  the  election.  The  system  at  pre- 
sent was  very  faulty,  and  there  was  great  room 
for  improvement.  It  was  better  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  have  control  altogether,  or  else  to 
hand  over  the  control  to  the  local  bodies.  He 
preferred  the  local  bodies,  as  being  more  eco- 
nomical. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  stated  was  quite  correct.  The 
Whangarei  County  Council,  acting  on  his  ad- 
vice, held  the  licensing  eleotion  on  a  Saturday  ; 
therefore  they  had  nothing  to  pay  for  halls, 
as  they  got  the  use  of  the  sohools.  They  eco- 
nomized the  expenses  in  every  way,  so  that  the 
whole  election  was  carried  out  for  less  than 
£50.  In  the  electorate  north  of  his,  where  they 
could  less  afford  to  pay  the  money,  the  Return- 
ing Officer  went  to  the  same  expense,  appointed 
the  same  officers,  and  hired  the  same  buildings 
as  he  did  for  the  general  election,  and  the  local 
bodies,  as  a  consequence,  were  let  in  for  heavy 
expenses.    He  believed  the  local  bodies  would 
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do  the  work  more  oheaply  than  Be  turning 
Officers  appointed  by  the  Government. 

Vote,  Electoral  Department,  £1,600,  agreed 
to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  18th  September,  1895. 

Third  Reading— Iron  Industry— Wilson  Land  Bill- 
Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half -past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

THIRD  READING. 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill. 

IRON  INDUSTRY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Government 
have  received  a  definite  offer  or  proposal  from 
Messrs.  Siemens  and  Co.  with  reference  to  the 
iron  industry,  and,  if  so,  what  are  the  details  of 
such  offer  or  proposal  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  no 
•definite  proposal  had  been  received  from  Sie- 
mens and  Co.  with  regard  to  this  matter  since 
the  first  papers  were  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Council  this  session. 

WILSON  LAND  BILL. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  this 
Bill:— 

"  A  Mr.  James  George  Wilson  is  the  person 
beneficially  interested  in  the  100  acres  of  land 
•described  in  the  Bill.  This  land  was  granted 
in  trust  to  the  said  James  George  Wilson  under 
4  The  Walsh  and  Others  Pension  Act,  1869,'  but 
he  does  not  come  into  full  possession  of  the 
land  until  he  is  forty  years  of  age,  being  now 
4hirty-four. 

44  The  Bill  proposes  to  remove  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  Act  of  1869,  and  vest  the  land 
■absolutely  in  the  said  James  George  Wilson 
when  it  becomes  law. 

"Your  Committee  examined  James  George 
Wilson,  and  ascertained  from  him  that  the 
•land  was  now  leased  for  £100  a  year,  which 
sum  was  paid  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Australia 
to  pay  interest  on  an  overdraft  premium  on  a 
life  insurance,  and  the  balance  retained  as  a 
-  sinking  fund  to  pay  off  bis  indebtedness  to  the 
bank. 

"That,  owing  to  these  payments,  he  was 
unable  to  profitably  carry  on  his  business  as  a 
surveyor  at  Woodville  for  want  of  funds ;  and 
be  proposed  to  sell  the  land,  for  which  he  could 
obtain  £1,800,  and  apply  the  proceeds  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : — 


"To  pay  off  his  indebtedness  to      £ 
the  bank,  estimated  at    . .  500 

To  pay  off  other  debts         . .  800 

To  Duild  and  furnish  a  house  on 
an  allotment  owned  by  him  at 
Woodville  ..  ..  300 

For  use  in  working  his  business 
and  to  meet  any  contingencies     200 

Total  . .       £1,800 

"  The  balance  of  £500  he  proposes  to  invest 
on  mortgage  as  an  aid  to  inoome. 

"  After  careful  consideration  of  the  Bill  and 
the  evidence,  the  Committee  resolved  to  report 
the  facts  of  the  case  to  the  Council  without 
making  any  special  recommendation." 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  that, 
when  he  moved  that  the  report  on  this  Bill  be 
considered  that  day,  he  was  desirous  that  the 
Council  should  have  the  fullest  possible  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  grant 
of  land  which  was  given  in  1869  to  this  young 
man.  The  Committee  had  made  their  report, 
and  the  report  was  before  the  Council.  The 
position  was  this :  The  land  was  supposed  to  be 
worth  about  £2,000,  and  Wilson  would  be  able 
to  obtain  possession  of  it  in  four  and  a  half 
years  from  now.  So  far  as  the  Committee  were 
able  to  ascertain  after  examining  Wilson— they 
had  anything  but  a  satisfactory  explanation 
from  that  gentleman  with  regard  to  his  posi- 
tion— thoy  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
young  man  did  not  possess  the  greatest  amount 
of  common-sense  in  the  world.  It  appeared 
that  the  property  would  probably  fetch  £1,800, 
and  was  supposed  to  be  worth  £2,000 ;  Wilson's 
indebtedness  to  the  bank  amounted  to  £500, 
and  he  had  other  debts  amounting  to  £300. 
He  proposed  to  build  and  furnish  a  house,  at 
Woodville,  upon  a  piece  of  land  he  had  there, 
and  this  would  cost  £300  more.  He  was  a  sur- 
veyor by  profession,  and  also  proposed  to  put 
£200  into  his  business.  It  was  then  estimated 
that  he  would  have  £500  left,  and  the  Commit- 
tee suggested  that  that  sum  should  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Publio  Trustee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  Wilson  against  himself .  That 
was  the  reason  he  thought  the  Council  should 
have  the  fullest  possible  information  on  the 
subject.  He  now  left  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  the  Council,  for  it  to  say  whether  it  was 
desirable  that  the  Bill  should  pass  or  not. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  did  not  think  they 
could  do  much  worse  for  a  man,  even  if  he  had 
been  a  little  foolish,  than  to  leave  him  in  debt. 
Everybody  knew  that  debts  of  the  nature  of 
those  under  discussion,  the  seourity  for  which 
was  not  sound,  involved  a  very  high  payment 
for  interest.  As  the  man  was  thirty-six  years 
of  age,  and  would  come  into  possession  of  the 
land  in  four  years'  time,  it  would  be  much 
better  to  let  him  have  the  money  now  than  to 
keep  him  in  debt.  No  man,  however  foolish 
he  might  have  been,  could  benefit  by  having  to 
pay  8  per  cent.,  or,  perhaps,  9  per  cent.,  for 
money  when,  by  his  showing  a  reasonable  con- 
dition of  solvency,  he  could  get  money  for 
5}  per  cent.  He  thought  the  Bill  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  pass. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  had  given  a  good  deal 
of  consideration  to  this  matter,  and,  during  the 
inquiry,  was  disposed  at  first  to  recommend 
that  a  certain  amount  of  money  should  be 
plaoed  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  it  to  Mr.  Wilson  at  the 
end  of  a  certain  period.  When  the  inquiry  had 
proceeded  further,  and  they  had  examined  his 
financial  position,  his  (Mr.  Kelly's]  opinion 
changed  on  the  subject.  The  facts  of  the  mat- 
ter were  these  :  Mr.  Wilson  became  entitled  in 
1869  to  100  acres  of  land.  The  circumstances 
connected  with  that  time  on  the  west  and 
east  coasts  honourable  members  were  aware 
of.  It  was  a  very  dark  and  dismal  period  of 
history,  resulting  in  massacres  at  Poverty  Bay, 
Patea,  and  White  Cliffs.  The  disasters  expe- 
rienced in  those  places  were  historical.  This 
lad  lost  his* parents  during  that  struggle;  and 
the  colony,  in  compassion  for  him  on  account 
of  the  heroic  conduct  he  had  shown  on  the 
occasion,  awarded  him  100  acres  of  land.  Why 
the  Legislature  of  that  period  fixed  the  time 
at  forty  years  of  age  before  Mr.  Wilson  should 
come  into  full  possession  he  was  not  aware. 
He  (Mr.  Kelly)  was  a  member  of  the  House  at 
the  time,  but  forgot  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  as  Mr.  Wilson 
was  now  thirty-four  years  of  age,  if  he  were 
ever  fit  to  manage  his  own  property  it  was  at 
the  present  time.  He  must  say  that  he  was 
thoroughly  impressed  with  the  evidence  given 
by  Mr.  Wilson  before  the  Committee.  His 
earnest  desire  was  to  pay  off  the  debt  on  the 
land ;  and  he  (Mr.  Kelly)  thought  the  Council 
ought  to  free  him  from  the  position  he  was  in, 
and  give  him  a  fresh  start  in  life,  by  allowing 
him  to  come  into  full  possession  of  the  land  at 
once.  If  he  wore  not  fit  to  manage  it  now  he 
certainly  would  not  be  better  able  to  manage  it 
when  he  arrived  at  forty  years  of  age.  At  any 
rate,  he  saw  no  reason  for  the  Government  act- 
ing as  a  special  Providence  to  him,  and  he 
therefore  trusted  the  Bill  would  be  allowed  to 
proceed  without  further  delay. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  understood  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Swanson  had  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  getting  this  grant  of  land  for  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  he  would  like  to  hear  what  that  honour- 
able gentleman  had  to  Buggest  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances.  Evidently  the  Legislature 
did  not  take  the  oourse  it  ought  to  have  done 
at  the  time,  by  hedging  this  grant  round  with 
conditions,  so  that  it  might  be  kept  for  Mr. 
Wilson's  benefit.  He  had  been  able  to  mort- 
gage it  when  he  should  not  have  had  the  power 
to  do  so. 

An  Hon.  Member.— It  is  not  a  legal  mort- 
gage. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  that  was  so,  but 
those  who  had  allowed  the  matter  to  get  into  a 
legal  position  should  suffer  for  their  laches  in 
allowing  it.  Mr.  Wilson  did  great  service  at  a 
particular  time,  and  he  deserved  what  he  bad 
received.  Nobody  denied  that ;  but  this  pro- 
perty ought  to  have  been  protected  as  many 
other  people's  were.  He  quite  agreed  that 
some  means  should  be  devised  for  permitting 
Mr.  Wilson  to  pay  off  his  debts.    As  to  saving 


the  remainder  of  this  money  so  tbat  he  might 
never  be  in  want,  he  was  not  sure  whether  it 
was  wise  to  invest  this  money  in  the  way  pro- 
posed, as  in  six  years'  time,  when  he  would 
get  control  of  his  money,  Mr.  Wilson  might  be 
in  a  different  position  from  what  he  was  in 
now ;  and,  at  any  rate,  he  ought  to  be  able  to 
take  care  of  it.  He  did  not  like  to  see  the  good 
intentions  of  the  Legislature  upset  in  this  way 
and  defeated.  If  they  put  a  clause  in  the  Bill 
declaring  a  trust  for  £500,  it  would  give  him 
enough  to  pay  hie  debts  and  build  and  furnish 
the  proposed  house. 

The    Hon.   Mr.  SWANSON    had  been  ap- 
pealed to   to   say  what   he  knew  about  this 
matter.     It  was  a  mistake  to  think  that  he  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  tenure  of  this  land, 
because    he    had    not    a    seat    in  the  Legis- 
lature at  the  time.    The  question  was  raised 
on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  heroic  conduct 
of  the  boy  in  saving  life,  and  it  was  suggested 
that  the  province  should  set  apart  £250  for  a 
farm,  which  was  to  be  settled  in  perpetuity  for 
the  benefit  of  Wilson  and  his  family.    This  re- 
solution was  carried  in  the  Provincial  Council, 
and  it  was  understood  when  the  grant  was  is- 
sued that  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  should 
be  recited  in  it,  and  the  grant  could  be  framed 
so  that  it  might  hang  up  in  Wilson's  house. 
There  were    a  good   many  Provincial   Coun- 
cillors who  were  also  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and,  some  of  them  having  raised  the 
question,  the  Legislature  passed  the  present 
Act,  under  which  the  land  was  conserved  until 
Mr.  Wilson  became  forty  years  of  age.    He 
might  mention  that  there  were  a  good  many 
other  orphans  left  at  that  time  besides  young 
Wilson,  but  the  province  took  this  step  with 
regard  to  him  to  mark  its  appreciation  of  his 
extraordinarily  gallant  conduct  on  that  occa- 
sion. He  had  never  Been  Mr.  Wilson  until  he  met 
him  in  the  Committee-room  the  other  day,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  had  then  oertainly  impressed  him. 
in  the  way  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  stated,  and  he 
considered  he  had  now  as  much  sense  as  he 
would  have   in  six  years'  time.     A  consider- 
able portion  of  this  money  for  which  he  was  in 
debt  was  actually  borrowed  to  give   to  other 
people.    He  had  made  up  his  mind,  however, 
not  to  set  up  his  back  against  anything  the 
Council  intended  to  do.    If  the  Council  in- 
tended to  give   this  money,  he  thought  they 
would  be  doing  a  very  unwise  thing,  and  if  any 
one  called  for  a  division  to  negative  the  Bill 
he  would  vote  with  him.    Any  difficulty  Mr. 
Wilson  was  in  had  been  largely  brought  about 
by  his  own  mismanagement,  and,  that  being 
the  case,  they  should  not  take  any  steps  to 
defeat  the  intention  of  the  Legislature.    He 
did  not  see  why  the  will  of  the  Legislature 
should  be  set  aside,  and  an  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  to  override  its  intentions.    It  was  not 
fair  to  say  that  Wilson  was  getting  deeper  and 
deeper  into  debt.    He  was  not  worse  off  than 
other  people  in  that  respect,  and,  in  fact,  he 
had  got  out  of  debt  to  the  extent  of  £50  a  year, 
which  was  now  being  paid  in  reduction  of  the 
sum  which  be  owed  to  the  bank. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  KERB  thought  that  a  similar  - 
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Bill  was  before  the  Council  last  year,  and  that 
it  received  very  little  sympathy.  The  boy  Wil- 
son was  lauded  for  an  heroic  action  he  did  a 
long  time  ago,  and  the  Government  at  the  time 
acknowledged  it  by  granting  him  a  hundred 
acres  of  land.  In  making  that  grant  they 
-fenced  it  around  with  certain  conditions  so 
that  no  one  could  step  in  and  deprive  him 
of  its  benefits.  He  presumed  that  Wilson  was 
getting  the  benefits  of  that  grant,  and  that  he 
could  build  a  home  on  the  land  if  ho  felt  so 
inclined.  It  was  apparent  that  he  was  now  re- 
ceiving £100  per  annum  for  the  use  of  the  land. 
Now,  it  was  plainly  stated  on  the  previous  oc- 
•casion  that  the  bank  was  the  party  that  was 
most  anxious  to  get  this  Bill  passed  so  that 
their  debt  might  be  paid  off.  The  bank  ought 
to  have  known,  when  they  lent  this  money, 
that  they  had  no  legal  remedy  to  secure  its 
recovery.  The  Council  was  quite  satisfied  that 
this  sensible  young  man  could  get  into  debt, 
and  at  the  same  time  could  defeat  the  bank 
and  other  creditors,  and  prevent  their  recover- 
ing the  money  on  the  land  in  question.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  Wilson  was  as  sensible 
now  as  he  ever  would  be ;  probably  he  was  as 
sensible  now  as  he  was  twenty  years  ago ;  and 
would  the  Legislature  now  take  it  upon  itself 
to  step  in  between  him  and  the  interests  he 
held?  The  only  benefit. to  be  derived  was  by 
the  bank  and  by  those  parties  to  whom  Wilson 
owed  money.  If  they  had  made  a  bad  bargain 
in  regard  to  lending  their  money  he  did  not 
think  the  Council  should  attempt  to  upset  the 
objects  of  the  Legislature  when  granting  the 
land  in  the  first  instance — namely,  by  not  allow- 
ing him  full  possession  until  he  was  forty  years 
of  age.  '  The  land  had  been  given  to  him  prac- 
tically in  perpetuity,  in  order  to  assist  himself, 
his  children — if  he  had  any — and  other  rela- 
tives, irrespective  of  any  claims  that  had  been 
incurred.  It  had  been  stated  that  the  land 
was  bringing  in  £100  per  annum  at  the  present 
time.  This  sum  would  pay  6  per  cent,  on  the 
bank  loan  of  £500,  and  also  provide  annually 
£70  as  a  sinking  fund,  which  in  a  short  time 
would  entirely  clear  off  the  debt  to  the  bank 
and  pay  the  other  creditors  also.  As  for  giving 
him  the  money  to  build  and  furnish  a  house 
at  Woodville,  and  a  further  sum  of  £200  to 
meet  the  contingencies  of  his  business,  it  would 
be  better  if  that  money  were  expended  in  pur- 
chasing an  annuity.  It  was  quite  apparent 
that  the  object  of  the  Legislature  in  making 
this  grant  was  to  mark  its  appreciation  of 
Wilson's  conduct  at  a  certain  time,  and  to 
show  that  in  its  opinion  such  conduct  was 
heroic  and  praisoworthy.  With  that  intention 
the  Government  wished  to  provide  for  him 
during  the  natural  course  of  his  life ;  and 
therefore  they  ought  to  leave  the  matter  as  it 
was,  and  allow  him  to  wait  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  forty  years  before  they  did  anything 
whatever  in  it.  When  he  reached  that  age  he 
would  come  into  his  own  without  any  condi- 
tions whatever.  He  had  been  without  it  since 
1869,  and  it  was  not  much  longer  for  him  and 
the  bank  to  wait.  He  could  then  do  what  he 
thought  proper  with  the  property,   and   the 


Council  should  not  interfere  to  upset  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Legislature  when  it  gave  him 
the  grant  in  1869. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  the 
question  under  consideration  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  a  very  difficult  character  to  solve.  The 
reason  why  this  grant  was  apparently  made 
he  gathered  from  the  debate  which  took  place 
in  1869  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
The  question  was,  whether  they  would  best 
conserve  the  interests  of  this  man  Wilson  by 
passing  this  Bill  or  by  allowing  matters  to  re- 
main as  they  were.  It  was  perfectly  true  he 
had  given  this  mortgage  to  the  bank,  but,  as 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  he  thought,  had  stated,  it 
was  a  debt  which  would  remain  a  debt  against 
Wilson  until  it  was  satisfied,  and  the  bank 
seemed  to  have  secured  itself  against  his  death 
by  taking  a  life  policy.  The  debate  had  been 
somewhat  complicated  by  some  extraneous 
questions  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
subject.  Wilson  himself,  so  far  as  he  (Mr. 
Downie  Stewart)  could  gather,  had  a  very 
vague  idea  of  his  position  when  he  came  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Council.  When  he  was 
asked  his  position  he  evidently  did  not  under- 
stand it  very  well,  or,  at  all  events,  he  was 
not  able  to  explain  it.  And  it  was  only  after 
a  good  many  questions  were  put  to  him  that 
the  Committee  were  able  to  elicit  anything  like 
a  satisfactory  idea  of  his  position.  Mr.  Wilson's 
first  idea  was  that,  after  paying  off  his  debts 
and  wiping  off  this  mortgage  to  the  bank,  he 
would  have  a  surplus  of  about  £1,000.  On 
further  consideration  that  amount  dwindled 
down  to  about  £500.  He  was  rather  disposed 
to  think  that,  as  Wilson  had  succeeded  in  get- 
ting into  debt  with  this  property  protected  as 
it  was,  he  would  get  further  into  debt  when 
he  got  the  property  into  his  own  possession  to 
deal  with  as  he  liked,  and  it  would  probably  be 
only  a  question  of  a  couple  of  years  when  he 
would  be  practically  without  anything,  so  far 
as  he  could  make  out.  He  was  very  muoh  im- 
pressed by  the  very  straightforward  manner  in 
which  he  gave  his  evidence.  He  seemed  to  be 
quite  a  guileless  young  man.  He  was  disposed 
to  think  the  better  course  would  be  to  allow 
Wilson  to  get  out  of  his  present  debt  alto- 
gether—that was,  to  pay  off  the  bank  debt  and 
the  other  debts  he  owed.  He  was  apparently 
very  uncomfortable  in  owing  money,  and  having 
nominally  money  which  he  could  not  control. 
He  was  evidently  a  man  of  honour,  and  was 
very  anxious  to  get  out  of  his  difficulties.  The 
only  question  was,  whether  this  property  would 
be  worth  more  for  selling  purposes  in  1900  than 
it  was  now.  If  the  property  was  likely  to  im- 
prove in  value,  and  if  he  would  get  an  enhanced 
price  for  it  in  1900,  he  would  not  be  disposed 
to  allow  Wilson  to  Bell  it  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  S  WANSON.— Wool  is  going  up. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  it 
was  going  up  now,  but  it  would  perhaps  be 
coming  down  by-and-by.  He  was  rather  dis- 
posed to  allow  Wilson  to  sell  the  land  now.  The 
only  question  was  in  regard  to  the  £500.  If 
that  sum  could  be  invested  in  some  way  where- 
by the  income  from  it  would  be  secured  to 
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Wilson  for  his  life,  or,  at  any  rate,  until  1900, 
it  would  be  far  better  to  make  some  such 
arrangement.  It  was  an  extremely  difficult 
matter  to  determine,  but  he  was  rather  dis- 
posed to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  on,  and  to  put 
in  a  provision  with  regard  to  the  £500.  The 
Public  Trustee  had  been  suggested,  but  he 
quite  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  that  the 
Public  Trustee  was  not  probably  the  most  satis- 
factory person  to  invest  this  money.  Wilson 
was  extremely  anxious  to  get  control  of  the 
money,  and  that  was  the  worst  feature,  he 
thought,  of  the  whole  thing.  He  would  not 
oppose  the  Bill,  but  if  anything  could  be  done  in 
the  way  of  investing  the  £500  during  Wilson's 
life,  or  until  the  year  1900,  he  would  be  disposed 
to  support  that  course. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  asked  to  whom  the 
land  would  belong  supposing  Wilson  died. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
he  had  the  right  to  make  a  will  now.  Some- 
thing had  been  said  about  his  children,  but  he 
understood  Wilson  had  not  any. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  this  was 
a  very  peculiar  investigation  in  which  they 
were  engaged.  Every  honourable  member  who 
had  addressed  the  Council  had  spoken  of  this 
gentleman  as  not  being  possessed  of  much  sense. 
The  paragraph  read  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Downie 
Stewart,  and  the  character  which  Wilson  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Gisborne,  quite  contradicted 
the  statements  made  by  honourable  members 
as  to  his  capabilities.  As  far  as  he  himself  had 
noticed  Wilson  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Wilson  seemed  to  him  to  be  of  a  kind 
nature,  and  not  such  a  simpleton  as  people 
took  him  to  be.  That  was  his  view  of  the 
man's  character.  With  regard  to  what  was 
to  be  done  with  the  money,  that  he  left  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  Council.  When  it  was  said, 
however,  that  the  man  was  devoid  of  sense,  as 
to  that  he  entirely  differed  from  other  honour- 
able members.  He  thought  Wilson  had  as 
much  common -sense  as  most  people.  He 
gathered  this  from  the  answers  which  he  gave 
to  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  said,  while  the  report 
contained  certain  facts,  there  was  very  little 
in  it  to  guide  the  members  of  the  Council  in 
coming  to  a  decision.  The  Committee  omitted 
to  make  any  recommendation  whatever.  They 
left  the  Council  to  do  their  best,  after  con- 
sideration of  the  facts  placed  before  them.  He 
thought  further  information  was  required  be- 
fore they  could  come  to  a  proper  vote.  He 
would  like  to  know  why  it  was  that  Wilson  was 
pressed  for  his  debt  and  had  to  take  the  course 
of  mortgaging  this  property.  The  obvious  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  had  been  to  protect 
this  young  man  against  himself— against  his 

Erobable  extravagance ;  but  it  seemed  that  he 
ad  managed  to  get  the  best  of  the  Act  by  in- 
ducing the  bank  to  accept  the  mortgage  which 
the  Council  were  now  asked  to  validate.  He 
thought  they  should  also  know  a  little  more  of 
the  transactions  as  between  the  Union  Bank 
and  this  young  man.  He  thought  they  ought 
to  know  how  much  the  bank  had  already  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  interest  on  the  mortgage, 
Hon.  W.  Downie  Stewart 


and  by  how  muoh  the  original  mortgage  had 
been  reduced  by  payments  which  had  been 
made ;  and  they  should  also  have  a  little 
further  information  about  the  life-insurance 
policy  which  they  had  heard  of.  It  seemed  fe> 
him  that  all  these  points  should  necessarily 
be  cleared  up  before  they  were  asked  to  come  to- 
a  decision  on  the  matter.  Then,  again,  there* 
was  a  matter  that  they  were  asked  in  this 
measure  to  validate — a  mortgage  which  the 
bank  held  over  the  property.  It  seemed  that 
some  publio  officer  had  made  a  mistake,  and 
they  were  therefore  asked  on  that  account  to- 
validate  the  mortgage,  in  order  to  save  the 
colony  from  any  claim.  He  could  not  see  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  do  anything  of  the  sort. 
Whatever  the  fault  of  the  officer  might  be,  the 
fact  remained  that  the  bank  had  no  legal  claim 
over  the  property ;  it  had  only  the  ordinary 
remedy  at  law  against  the  man.  He  would  like 
to  know  more  particularly  as  to  what  position 
the  bank  would  be  in  in  regard  to  the  property 
if  they  validated  the  mortgage :  would  it  be  in 
a  position  to  at  once  close  on  the  property  and 
sell  it  at  a  forced  sale,  and  probably  at  a  price 
much  below  its  real  value  ?  He  would  like  to» 
have  further  information  in  regard  to  these 
points,  and,  if  he  did  not  obtain  it,  as  he  was 
not  satisfied  with  the  information  at  present 
before  the  Council,  he  would  take  a  vote  when 
they  came  to  consider  the  committal  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  said  there 
was  a  mistake,  first  of  all,  in  regard  to  the 
age  of  this  gentleman  himself.  There  were 
only  four  years  to  run  when  he  would  obtain 
absolute  possession  of  the  land.  He  knew  Wil- 
son's age  quite  well.  The  memorable  occur- 
rence took  place  in  1868,  twenty- seven  years  ago, 
and  Wilson  was  at  that  time  nine  years  old. 
That  would  make  him  now  thirty-six.  It  was, 
consequently,  only  anticipating  by  four  years 
the  time  when  he  would  have  an  absolute  right 
to  deal  with  the  property  as  he  liked.  He 
might  mention  that  this  land  was  very  valuable 
land.  It  was  land,  however,  which  was  of  no 
use  unless  it  was  improved,  and  it  had  been 
improved  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  it 
was  earning,  he  was  told,  £1  an  acre  rent.  He 
recognised,  of  course,  that  the  mortgagee  could 
not  be  satisfied  at  once — he  could  not  be  satis- 
fied by  law  until  the  year  1900.  On  the  other 
hand,  however,  it  was  a  common  debt,  and  it 
was  not  one  that  the  Council  ought  to  give 
any  assistance  to  recover.  As  this  young  man 
had  been  compelled  to  leave  Gisborne  on  leav- 
ing the  publio  service,  having  no  other  means 
of  livelihood  except  by  his  profession  as  a 
surveyor,  he  could  not  possibly  afford  to  keep 
the  management  of  the  property  in  Gisborne 
— he  could  not  afford  to  keep  an  agent  there : 
that  would  be  ruinous.  He  could  not  make  * 
home  on  the  land,  because  he  had  to  live  else- 
where in  consequence  of  his  business.  He  (Sir 
G.  S.  Whitmore)  had  spoken  to  the  honourable 
member  for  the  district,  and  to  other  persona 
who  knew  Wilson  well,  and  thev  stated  that 
he  was  a  hard-working  man ;  and  he  gathered 
that  Wilson  must  have  a  certain  amount  of 
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money  to  pay  his  survey  staff  their  wages 
from  time  to  time.  Surveyors  did  not,  as  a 
rule,  get  their  money  immediately  after  they 
finished  their  work,  but  they  had  to  keep  pay- 
ing wages  to  their  men  all  the  time.  As  to 
the  mode  of  investing  the  £500,  he  did  not 
think  the  Publio  Trustee  was  the  beet  person 
to  invest  it.  Although  it  would  be  quite  safe  in 
his  hands,  still  it  would  probably  only  bring  in 
4  per  cent.  Private  persons  lending  money  on 
real  security  in  the  distriot  of  Woodville  would 
be  able  to  get  much  more  than  that ;  and,  if 
there  was  any  idea  that  a  private  trustee  ought 
to  be  appointed,  some  person  in  the  Woodville 
distriot,  who  knew  something  about  property 
there,  would  probably  be  the  most  suitable 
person.  It  was  distinctly  the  intention  of  the 
country  to  place  itself  in  loco  parentis,  and 
they  allowed  Wilson  £50  a  year  when  a  lad ; 
they  educated  him  as  a  boy,  and  he  was  brought 
up  as  a  surveyor.  He  was  now  thirty -six  years 
of  age,  and  he  had  shown  a  praiseworthy  desire 
to  clear  himself  of  his  just  obligations ;  and  the 
Council  would  probably  be  able  to  make  the  best 
arrangement  by  securing  the  small  surplus  and 
having  it  invested  for  his  benefit.  The  Bill,  with 
that  little  alteration,  he  thought,  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  pass.  He  did  not  see  why  a  man  of 
thirty-six  years  of  age  should  not  be  allowed  to 
manage  his  property  as  he  liked.  There  were 
only  four  years  to  run  when,  in  any  case,  Wil- 
son would  be  able  to  deal  with  the  land  as  he 
thought  proper ;  and  it  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  grant  was  given  that 
they  should  refuse  to  allow  him  to  make  what 
he  considered  the  best  arrangements  in  regard 
to  himself,  as  he  had  had  to  leave  Oisborne 
for  another  part  of  the  country.  Why  people 
should  suppose  that  Wilson  was  likely  to  make 
'•  ducks  and  drakes  "  with  the  money  he  did  not 
know.  He  did  not  know  the  man  sufficiently 
to  be  able  to  speak  of  him  from  personal  know- 
ledge, but  he  mu6t  say  that  the  member  for  the 
district  said  that  Wilson  was  an  exceedingly 
good  person  and  a  very  steady  young  man, 
and  he  (Sir  G.  S.  Whitmore)  rather  thought 
that  was  the  case.  He  thought,  also,  it  was 
very  unusual  to  drag  a  person's  private  busi- 
ness before  the  public,  as  had  been  done  in  this 
case.  The  statement  set  forth  on  the  paper  by 
the  Committee  might  have  been  a  reasonable 
compromise  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
but  he  thought  it  was  not  a  fair  thing  to  have 
any  man's  private  affairs  exhibited  before  the 
public  in  this  manner.  In  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  thought  they  should  not  further 
obstruct  the  Bill,  but  should  allow  Mr.  Wilson 
to  take  advantage  of  its  provisions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  he  had  had 
to  do  with  this  matter  in  the  early  days.  He 
had  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  securing  of 
this  grant  for  the  person  referred  to.  He  found 
that  in  1869  in  the  House  he,  following  up  the 
action  which  had  been  taken  the  year  before, 
asked  whether  the  recommendation  of  the 
Publio  Petitions  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  was  going  to  be  given  effect  to. 
The  Publio  Petitions  Committee  had  reoom- 
mended  that  a  grant  of  £50  a  year  and  a  piece 


of  land  should  be  given  to  Wilson.  That  was 
the  first  recommendation  which  the  Legisla- 
ture proposed  with  regard  to  him.  That  recom- 
mendation was  given  effect  to,  and  a  piece  of 
land  at  Poverty  Bay  was  selected  for  him. 
He  could  not  give  the  Council  any  information 
as  to  why  the  very  curious  prevision  was  put 
into  the  Act  not  allowing  him  to  come  into 
full  possession  of  the  land  when  he  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years.  Certainly  it  was  no 
intention  of  the  Legislature  then  to  make  any 
extraordinary  provision.  How  it  was  done  he 
could  not  for  the  life  of  him  think  or  remember. 
In  the  ordinary  course,  this  person  should  have 
come  into  possession  of  the  property,  as  all 
other  people  did,  when  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. So  much  for  the  past.  Now  as  to  Mr. 
Wilson's  position  at  present.  As  far  as  he  knew 
about  him,  Wilson  had  for  many  years  main- 
tained himself  and  his  wife  by  his  provision. 
He  was  living  at  Woodville,  and  had  a  fair 
practice  in  the  district  in  his  profession  as  a 
surveyor.  He  and  his  wife  were  apparently 
living  in  a  hotel  in  the  district — a  very  unde- 
sirable thing  for  a  married  couple,  and  very 
expensive  also.  He  would  come  into  possession 
of  this  property  four  years  henoe. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Under  the 
Act  he  got  £50  in  addition. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— Does  he  get  £50  a 
year  now  ? 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No,  but  he 
did  get  it  at  the  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  he  thought 
that  was  for  his  education. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Yes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  he  got  no 
money  grant  now,  but  four  years  hence  he  would 
come  into  possession  of  this  piece  of  land.  The 
bank,  he  understood,  was  secured.  This  legis- 
lation would  not  in  any  way  affect  the  position 
between  him  and  the  bank.  The  bank  was 
secured  by  some  insurance  of  his  life,  and  so 
forth.  The  question  for  the  Council  to  consider 
was,  whether  it  was  advisable  to  assist  him  by 
freeing  him  from  his  present  obligations  and 
letting  him  have  the  conduct  of  his  property. 
His  opinion  was  that  the  best  thing  would  be  to 
allow  him  to  anticipate  the  four  years,  and  to 
let  him  deal  with  the  property  as  he  would  be 
able  to  deal  with  it  four  years  hence :  therefore 
he  would  vote  for  the  Bill  as  the  most  reasonable 
method  of  dealing  with  the  matter.  Wilson 
was  a  married  man,  and  he  believed  his  wife 
was  a  sensible  woman.  He  was  quite  sensible 
in  the  conduct  of  his  business  as  a  surveyor, 
and  he  had  been  employed  by  numbers  of  per- 
sons in  the  district,  who  had  found  him  very 
efficient. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  quite  agreed  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  provision  set  forth 
in  the  Bill  was  the  most  reasonable  provision 
which  could  be  made,  and  he  for  one  thought 
there  had  been  no  reason  for  so  much  discus- 
sion as  had  taken  place  upon  the  matter.  His 
honourable  friend  Sir  George  Whitmore  re- 
gretted that  this  man's  private  affairs  had 
been  made  public  to  the  extent  they  had  been. 
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He  agreed  with  that.  Mr.  Wilson  wae  deriving 
no  benefit  from  the  property  now.  He  was  ham- 
pered with  debt,  and  was  paying,  he  understood, 
2  per  cent,  more  interest  than  the  current 
rate  of  interest,  besides  having  to  pay  his  pre- 
miums of  insurance.  Surely,  Mr.  Wilson  having 
arrived  at  thirty-six  years  of  age,  they  might 
allow  him  to  deal  with  this  property,  and  thus 
relieve  himself  of  his  liabilities.  Moreover,  in 
three  or  four  years  he  would  be  able  to  deal 
with  the  land  as  lie  thought  best.  He  would 
give  the  Bill  his  support. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  said  the  plain- 
ness with  which  Wilson's  business  had  been 
brought  before  the  Council  had  restrained  him 
from  saying  much ;  but  he  knew  a  little  about 
the  circumstances,  having  learned  them  during 
the  time  he  was  in  Giaborne.  He  thought  it 
would  be  wise  if  the  Council  passed  this  Bill, 
and  enabled  Mr.  Wilson  to  overcome,  perhaps, 
some  of  the  mistakes  of  the  past.  It  was  de- 
sirable, he  thought,  in  the  interests  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson,  now  that  they  were  living  at 
Wood vi lie,  that  the  Bill  should  pass  the  Coun- 
cil. Most  members  of  the  Council  were  aware 
of  the  sad  circumstances  which  occasioned  the 
granting  of  this  land  to  Wilson,  and  which  had 
been  referred  to  several  times  by  honourable 
members :  he  alluded  to  the  massacre  in  1869. 
Any  one  who  was  familiar  with  those  circum- 
stances would  hesitate,  he  thought,  to  put  any 
impediment  in  the  way  of  Wilson  bettering 
his  position  in  life.  This  Bill  would  give 
him  an  opportunity,  he  thought,  of  redeeming 
perhaps  any  mistakes  which  might  have  been 
made  in  the  part  of  the  country  he  had  been 
connected  with— namely,  Gisborne,  He  trusted 
the  Council  would  pass  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  would  just 
like  to  say  one  word  before  the  Council  decided 
this  question.  His  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Bonar  had  charged  the  Committee  with  unduly 
bringing  before  the  notice  of  the  public  the 
private  affairs  of  this  young  man.  The  Com- 
mittee had  done  nothing  of  the  kind.  A  piece 
of  land  was  given  to  Wilson  for  meritorious 
services,  and  for  a  specific  purpose — namely, 
for  his  support.  It  was  Wilson  himself  who 
had  brought  the  matter  before  the  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  Committee 
to  report  favourably  upon  the  measure  to 
the  Council.  Mr.  Wilson  himself  had  placed 
his  affairs  before  the  Committee  voluntarily: 
the  Committee  did  not  press  him  to  do  so. 
He  (Sir  P.  A.  Buckley)  had  discharged  his 
duty  by  bringing  the  facts  before  the  Council, 
and,  as  he  had  said,  he  had  no  personal  views 
on  the  subject  at  all.  If  he  had  not  moved  the 
second  reading  he  was  not  sure  that  he  would 
not  have  been  found  opposing  the  Bill,  because 
he  did  not  like  these  ohanges  of  trust  or  inter- 
ferences with  trusts  after  they  had  once  been 
granted.  He  was  bound  to  say,  however,  that, 
seeing  that  Wilson  would  come  into  abso- 
lute possession  of  the  land  four  years  hence, 
they  would  probably  not  be  doing  anything 
wrong  by  letting  him  have  charge  of  the  land 
now.  He  had  simply  discharged  his  duty  in 
connection  with  the  Bill.  He  had  no  view  on 
Eon.  Mr.  Bonar 


the  matter ;  he  left  the  question  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Council. 
The  subject  then  dropped. 

CORRUPT   PRACTICES   PREVENTION 
BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  BUI  be  read  the 
third  time, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  he  had  refrained 
altogether  from  commenting  on  this  Bill,  seeing 
that  it  was  a  measure  whioh  directly  affected 
members  of  the  other  Chamber,  and  which  did 
not  affect  the  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council.  He  thought,  however,  they  were  try- 
ing to  make  things  too  pure,  and  that  the  pro- 
visions of  this  measure  would  not  be  a  success. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  result  of  this  extreme 
legislation  would  be  this:  that  to  the  honest 
man  the  law  would  be  made,  practically,  into 
a  trap,  into  which  he  would  unwittingly  fall, 
whilst  those  who  were  not  so  scrupulously 
honest  would  be  able  to  disregard  the  law,  and 
would  be  able  to  carry  on  as  before. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said, 
while  the  intention  of  this  Bill  was  good,  it  was 
a  measure  which  was  laying  a  trap  for  cant 
didates  who  might  not  perhaps  study  very  care- 
fully the  letter  of  the  law,  and  who,  while  in- 
tending to  carry  on  their  elections  in  a  perfectly 
fair  Kudbondfide  manner, yet  might  find  them- 
selves within  the  four  corners  of  the  law.  The 
provisions  of  the  Bill  relating  to  the  return  to 
be  made  of  all  the  payments  he  was  quite  satis- 
fied could  not  be  strictly  carried  out.  It  was  a 
practical  impossibility,  as  far  as  he  could  see, 
for  a  caudidate  through  his  agents  and  others 
to  make  what  might  be  termed  a  clean  return 
of  every  penny  expended  in  connection  with 
his  election.  The  Bill,  he  presumed,  had  been 
carefully  considered  by  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  This  Bill,  he  believed,  was  a  very 
injudicious  one,  and  one  which  would  result  in 
very  great  injustioe,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  had  just  spoken  had  pointed  out — 
injustice  to  what  might  be  termed  honest  can- 
didates ;  and  it  would  practically  play  into  the 
hands  of  men  who  were  not  overscrupulous  in 
running  elections,  and  who  would  not  be  per- 
haps particularly  scrupulous  in  regard  to  the 
provisions  of  the  law.  He  believed  the  Bill  to 
be  a  mistake  almost  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  there  were  certainly  provisions  in  it  whioh 
he  thought  of  such  a  character  that  any  candi- 
date, however  honest,  could  not  comply  with. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  oould  not  but 
think  that  the  Bill  was  simply  a  certain  amount 
of  waste  paper.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  would  be  evaded ;  there 
were  so  many  ways  of  doing  so.  Personally  he 
should  very  much  have  liked  to  see  a  clause 
inserted  in  the  Bill  to  do  away  with  the  ab- 
ominable system  whioh  occurred  on  the  day  of 
election,  when  the  polling-booths  were  sur- 
rounded by  touters.  He  did  not  object  to  men 
going  round  a  day,  or  a  week,  before  the  elec- 
tions and  interviewing  people ;  but  he  thought 
that  on  the  day  of  the  elections  the  polling- 
booths  should  be  kept  free,  and  that  people 
ought  not  to  be  interfered  with.    However,  as 
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this  Bill  simply  affected  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  did  not  in  any  way  affect  the 
•Council,  he  would  not  move  an  amendment. 
It  was  absolutely  unsafe  nowadays,  owing  to 
the  way  voters  were  besieged  by  various  people, 
on  behalf  of  different  candidate**,  to  go  to  cer- 
tain polling-booths  to  record  their  votes.  He 
thought,  if  instructions  were  given  to  constables 
on  that  day  to  see  that  no  undue  interference 
took  place  with  the  voters,  it  would  give  a  great 
<deal  of  satisfaction  to  a  number  of  people  who 
sometimes  stopped  away  from  the  polling-booth 
owing  to  the  interference  they  were  subjected 
to  on  the  day  of  election. 
Bill  read  the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIYES. 

Wednesday,  18th  September,  1895. 


The  Agent-General— Hurunoi-Bluff  Stationmasters 
—J.  HeeBon— Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Prayers. 

THE  AGENT-GENERAL. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  wished  to  put  a 
•question  to  the  Premier  without  notice.  It  was 
now  very  nearly  the  time  when  the  extra  ap- 
pointment which  had  been  granted  to  the  Agent- 
General  was  about  to  elapse.  If  he  remem- 
bered rightly,  it  elapsed  some  time  early  in  the 
month  of  October.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  thought  it  was  only  right  that  the  Premier 
should  inform  the  House  what  course  he  in- 
tended to  pursue — whether  the  colony  was  to 
retain  the  services  of  Sir  Westby  Perceval,  or 
whether  some  other  gentleman  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and,  if  so,  who  that  gentleman  was 
likely  to  be. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  in  the  pressure  of 
other  business  this  trivial  matter— because  it 
was  a  trivial  matter— had  been  entirely  over- 
looked, and  it  was  only  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  very  courteously  informed  him  that 
he  would  ask  the  question  that  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
remembered  about  it.  He  would  look  into  the 
matter,  and  let  the  honourable  gentleman  know 
later  on. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  would  renew  his 
question  later  on. 

HURUNUI-BLUFF  STATION  MASTERS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McNAB,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  the  salaries  paid  to  all  Station- 
masters  upon  the  Hurunui-Bluff  Section  of  the 
New  Zealand  railways,  such  return  also  to  show 
where  postal  services  are  performed  by  Station- 
masters,  the  sums  paid  by  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment for  such  services,  and  the  amounts  allowed 
to  the  Stationmasters  therefor  beyond  their 
remuneration  as  employes  of  the  Railway  De- 
partment. 


J.  HESSON. 
On  the  motion  of   Mr.  LARNACH,  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  petition  of  James  Hesson,  of 
Bald  hill  Flat,  presented  to-day,  be  printed,  with 
the  Committee's  report  attached. 

CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move,  That  Orders  of  the 
Day  Nos.  1,  85,  and  40  be  struck  off  the  Order 
Paper,  and  the  several  Bills  withdrawn. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  understand  from  the 
Premier  he  intends  to  introduoo  the  sixth  tariff, 
when  he  has  withdrawn  the  fifth  one.  I  want 
to  know  what  the  position  of  those  gentlemen 
will  be  who  wish  to  argue  about  the  tariffs  im- 
posed on  five  previous  occasions  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  the  Premier.  Will  there  be  a 
difficulty  in  discussing  those  tariffs,  or  shall  we 
be  limited  to  the  articles  we  find  in  the  revised 
tariff  ?  Certain  ar tides  were  last  night  struck 
out :  shall  we  be  allowed  to  review  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  and  to  discuss  those  items 
that  have  been  struck  out  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  will  be  confined  to 
the  consideration  of  the  articles  of  taxation  in 
the  new  Bill. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.  — A  notice  of  motion 
has  been  given  by  the  member  for  Waitemata 
that  when  in  Committee  on  the  Tariff  Bill  he 
proposes  to  move,  That  "  25  per  cent,  on 
boots  "  be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  insert- 
ing "20  per  cent."  Whereas  the  Committee 
last  night  dealt  with  the  same  item  by  reducing 
to  25  per  cent.,  shall  we  be  at  liberty  to  deal 
again  with  this  item  when  in  Committee  by 
moving  a  further  reduction  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  item  has  been  dealt 
with  it  can  only  be  reconsidered  on  a  recom- 
mittal. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  consider  the  Minis- 
try ought  to  give  us  time  to  consider  any  new 
Bill  they  intend  to  introduce. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— I  should  like  to  know  if 
notice  for  the  revision  of  certain  items  in  Com- 
mitteo  would  stand  good  in  regard  to  the  new 
Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  long  as  the  items  are  in 
the  new  schedule. 

Motion  for  striking  out  Orders  of  the  Day 
Nos.  1,  85,  and  40  agreed  to,  and  the  Bills 
discharged. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  bring  up  the  Bill  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  last  evening,  and  move, 
That  it  be  read  a  first  time.  It  is  not  the  sixth 
tariff,  being  only  the  second  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  now  move,  That  Standing 
Order  830  be  suspended  in  order  to  permit  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  to  be  called  on 
forthwith.  And  I  desire  to  say  this  is  not  the 
sixth  tariff,  but,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  having  passed  a  resolution  last  night 
that  island  fruit  should  be  exempt,  you  cannot 
therefore  bring  it  down  in  the  schedule  of  the 
Bill,  because  it  would  give  the  Committee  an 
opportunity  of  voting  upon  an  item  which  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  said  shall 
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be  free.  That  being  the  case,  it  necessitated 
the  bri aging-down  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  there  is  any  other  alteration  in  the  Bill 
besides  those  alterations  made  last  night. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Bill  brought  down  is, 
so  I  have  been  informed,  in  accordance  with 
the  resolutions  passed  in  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  presume  the  Premier 
has  taken  the  advice  of  the  Speaker,  or  else 
there  would  be  no  reason  why  the  House,  being 
a  superior  body  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  should  not  be  allowed  to  consider  the 
duty  on  oranges.  There  is  no  impropriety  in 
allowing  the  House  to  consider  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  consticutional  rule  is 
that  only  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  can  propose 
an  item  of  taxation,  and  the  preliminary  con- 
sideration must  take  place  in  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — It  was  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  bringing  down  this  new  Bill — as  to 
whether  the  House  should  not  be  allowed  to 
review  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  will  not  impose 
any  taxation  without  the  consent  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Bolts  5in.  by  l*in.  in  dia- 
meter and  under,  and  nuts  for  the  same,  have 
been  exempted  from  duty;  but  the  Customs 
Deparment  are  ignoring  that,  and  claiming 
that  5in.  by  £in.  and  all  intermediate  sizes 
should  be  charged  duty. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is,  whether 
the  Standing  Order  should  be  suspended. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Will  this  resolution  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  be  ignored  ?  And  why  should 
it  be  so  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  will  be  a  more  appropriate  time  to  discuss 
that  point  than  now,  and  also  in  Committee  on 
the  Bill. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  would  ask  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  if  he  will  lay  on  the  table  now  the 
estimates  made  by  the  department  on  the 
various  items.  Will  he  give  the  members  of 
the  House  the  estimates  of  the  changes  ?  He 
gave  us  one  originally,  but  the  items  have  been 
so  knocked  about  that  it  is  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish what  the  estimate  is.  The  House 
should  be  in  possession  of  that,  and  the  Minis- 
ter promised  it  yesterday. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  the 
House  the  information  before  the  House  goes 
into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  Premier  explained  yes- 
terday that  the  Bill  would  be  in  conformity 
with  the  decision  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  I  find  the  Bill  is  not  in  conformity 
with  the  Committee's  decision  with  regard  to 
these  bolts. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  explanation  of  that  is  that 
it  was  intended  the  size  should  be  lin.  by  £in. 
In  the  resolution  of  the  Slst  July  l£in.  was 
printed.    It  is  intended  to  read  lin.  by  £in. 

Mr.  DUTHIE. — It  covers  an  important  class 
of  articles  used  by  engineers,  and  the  action  of 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  Customs  Department  is  a  departure  from: 
the  resolution  of  this  House. 

Mr.  WARD.— If  anything  has  been  done  im- 
properly, I  will  undertake  to  see  that  a  refund- 
is  made  to  any  person  who  has  been  improperly 
charged. 

o  Q  Mr.  E  ARNSHAW.— I  would  suggest 

'  *     to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  there  is. 
no  necessity  for  any  remissions  with  regard  to 
these  bolts  and  nuts  at  all.    There  have  been, 
we  know,  many  evasions  of  the  Customs  duties 
in  connection  with  them. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  Sir,  in  rising  to  move  the* 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  desire  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  the  necessity  for  interfering  with 
the  tariff  this  session  at  all.  Doubtless  honour- 
able members  will  recollect  that  within  the  lass 
three  or  four  years  in  many  parts  of  the  colony 
there  have  been  continuous  requests  made  to 
the  Government  that  the  existing  anomalies 
might  be  removed  from  the  present  tariff. 
These  requests  were  made  by  honourable  mem- 
bers every  session,  and  certain  modifications- 
and  additions  upon  various  articles  that  are 
imported  into  the  colony  have  been  asked  for. 
Many  honourable  members  in  this  House  will 
agree  with  me  in  saying  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  by 
their  constituents  upon  them  from  time  to  time. 
Representations  have  been  made  to  them,  and 
in  turn  they  have  brought  their  representations 
to  bear  persistently  upon  the  Government. 
That  has  been  going  on  for  a  period  extending-, 
over  the  last  three  or  four  years.  The  difficulty 
of  arranging  a  satisfactory  tariff  in  this  or  any 
other  country,  I  may  say,  is  admitted  by  people- 
on  all  sides  of  politics,  and  by  those  who  are* 
not  in  politics  at  all — by  business  people  in  all 
grades  in  this  and  every  other  country — in  fact, . 
by  all  classes  of  the  community.  And  this, 
I  may  say,  applies  more  particularly  to  New 
Zealand  than  perhaps  to  many  other  coun- 
tries. It  applies  particularly  bo  to  New  Zea- 
land, inasmuch  as  we  have  practically  here 
two  distinct  communities.  We  have  the  North 
Island  in  many  respects,  so  far  as  business  is 
concerned,  entirely  different  from  the  South 
Island.  We  have  all  the  anomalies  that  have- 
been  brought  into  prominent  notioe  lately,  but 
which  are  said  to  be  necessary  for  the  carrying- 
on  of  the  same  trade  in  different  portions  of  the 
colony,  and  that  is  because  of  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  different  parts  of  the- 
colony  are  placed.  Now,  I  have  had  it  brought 
very  forcibly  before  me — while  in  Auckland,  for- 
instance — that  in  a  particular  class  of  business 
or  trade  certain  duties  are  asked  for  there, 
when  in  the  same  trade  in  the  South  Island — 
in  Christchurch  or  Dunedin,  for  instance — the 
wishes  of  the  Auckland  section  of  the  commu- 
nity are  held  to  be  entirely  unsatisfactory,  and 
vice  versci ;  and  that  goes  on  in  this  country  in 
a  very  remarkable  way.  A  proof  of  the  fact  to  • 
which  I  am  now  alluding — namely,  the  great 
difficulty  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  tariff  in- 
this  country — is  to  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the- 
report  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  which  was  set- 
up specially  to  take  evidence  in  this  oolony  in- 
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Older  to  enable  a  satisfactory  tariff  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  House.  That  Tariff  Commission 
has,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  taken 
very  valuable  evidence  :  and  what  do  we  find 
as  the  result  of  the  evidence  which  the  Tariff 
Commission  took?  If  honourable  members 
will  view  calmly  and  impartially  the  evidence 
which  was  before  the  Tariff  Commission,  and 
the  report  made  by  that  Commission  itself, 
they  will  find  that  other  evidence  since  the 
publication  of  the  Tariff  Commission's  report 
has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  members  indi- 
vidually, and  has  been  placed  before  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day.  And,  Sir,  this  fresh 
evidence  to  which  I  refer,  from  different  parts 
of  the  colony,  which  has  been  brought  forward 
since,  renders  their  recommendations  in  many 
cases  undesirable.  And  in  saying  this  I  am 
making  no  reflection  whatever  upon  the  Tariff 
Commission,  because  my  opinion  is  that  it 
matters  not  who  composed  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion, nor  how  zealously  they  may  have  applied 
themselves  to  the  duties  they  had  to  perform, 
some  such  results  as  I  have  indicated  as  the 
experience  in  connection  with  this  tariff  would 
have  been  the  outcome.  And  I  believe  the 
Tariff  Commission  exercised  to  the  best  of 
their  ability  their  judgment  on  the  informa- 
tion received  in  different  parts  of  the  colony, 
in  drawing  up  their  report  for  the  guidance 
of  this  House.  After  weighing  carefully  the 
Tariff  Commission's  proposals,  the  Govern- 
ment arrived  at  certain  conclusions,  and  those 
conclusions  were  submitted  to  this  House  in 
the  first  series  of  resolutions  which  honour- 
able members  had  before  them — resolutions 
which,  I  think,  the  House  will  agree  in  say- 
ing, with  the  exception  of  some  half-dozen 
items,  there  have  been  no  objections  to.  It 
is  upon  these  half-dozen  items  particularly  to 
which  I  allude  that  there  is  a  great  diversity 
of  opinion,  both  in  the  House  and  outside 
of  it,  and  that  has  been  the  cause  of  the  diffi- 
culty in  placing  before  honourable  members 
a  tariff  which  might  meet  with  anything  like 
unanimity  in  this  House.  As  a  result  of  the 
tariff  resolutions  which  we  submitted,  very 
Strong  expressions  of  opinion  first  of  all  were 
passed  in  connection  with  the  proposal  of  the 
Government  to  levy  a  duty  upon  flannelette. 
So  strong  were  the  representations  made  to 
honourable  members  and  to  the  Government, 
giving  the  voice  of  the  people,  that  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  withdraw  the  proposals  as 
far  as  flannelette  was  concerned.  Later  on, 
after  the  other  items  in  the  first  resolution  had 
been  before  the  country  for  a  few  weeks,  it  be- 
came evident,  I  think,  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country  that  the  proposal  to  levy  a  duty  of  5d. 
per  pound  on  tea  instead  of  6d.  was  not  accept- 
able, upon  the  ground  that  it  would  not  be 
a  relief  to  the  consumer.  The  same  reasons 
practically  affected  the  proposal  to  reduce  the 
duties  upon  kerosene  and  rice.  The  general 
opinion  of  honourable  members  was  that  the 
proposals  in  these  resolutions,  so  far  as  tea, 
kerosene,  and  rice  were  concerned,  would  not 
have  the  effect  of  relieving  the  consumer.  It 
was  the  desire  of  the  Government,  while  giving 


some  assistance  to  local  industries,  also  to 
relieve  the  consumers.  As  to  the  different 
opinions  received  from  various  parts  of  the 
colony,  it  was  quite  evident  that  they  were 
against  the  proposals  then  submitted,  and 
against  the  proposal  to  reduce  the  duty  on  tea 
Id.  a  pound ;  and  to  meet  these  representa- 
tions it  was  thought  desirable  to  withdraw 
from  the  former  resolutions  the  proposals  to- 
tax  tea,  island  fruit,  and  linseed-oil.  There 
was  strong  opposition,  as  honourable  members- 
know,  to  the  proposal  to  levy  a  duty  upon  fruit. 
As  I  mentioned  in  the  House  yesterday,  there 
was  not  by  any  means  the  consensus  of  opinion 
which  honourable  members  appear  to  think 
there  was  that  it  was  desirable  not  to  obtain 
some  revenue  by  the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon; 
fruit.  I  merely  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of 
honourable  members  to  the  apparent  desire  of 
a  large  seotion  of  the  community  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony  to  have  a  duty  placed 
against  imported  fruits.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers will  refer  to  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
Tariff  Commission  they  will  find  that  in  the 
Waikato  a  deputation  of  fruitgrowers,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Lang,  and  representing  some 
four  thousand  persons,  stated  what  would  bo 
the  result  to  the  fruit  industry  unless  a  duty 
were  imposed  upon  island  fruit.  They  said 
that  if  they  were  not  given  some  assistance 
by  the  levying  of  some  taxation  upon  im- 
ported fruit  they  would  have  to  go  from  there 
and  try  something  else,  and  they  represented 
that  with  a  little  encouragement  they  would 
be  able  to  supply  all  the  colony's  requirements. 
Two  petitions  to  the  Tariff  Commission  also 
made  similar  representations  in  Auckland  and 
the  suburbs;  and  a  deputation  representing  the 
Fruitgrowers'  Association,  including  members 
from  Otahuhu,  Birkenhead,  and  Northcote, 
asked  for  an  increased  duty  upon  fruit.  They 
made  an  exception  as  regards  island  fruit,  but 
they  represented  that  a  large  duty  should  be 
placed  upon  all  other  fruit  Again,  passing 
down  to  Nelson,  we  find  the  president  of  the 
Nelson  Fruitgrowers'  Association  asking  for  an 
increase  of  duty  upon  fruit.  He  said  that 
£1,800  could  be  raised  in  the  Waimea  district 
alone.  The  fruitgrowers  were  disheartened 
by  outside  competition  and  by  the  introduction 
of  pests  from  Australia.  He  also  gives  other 
reasons  for  imposing  a  duty ;  and  other  persons 
there  made  similar  representations.  Then, 
we  had  besides  the  Canterbury  Fruitgrowers" 
Association  asking  for  an  increased  duty  upon 
fruit,  and  in  giving  their  reasons  they  com- 
plained of  the  introduction  of  pests  with  Aus- 
tralian fruit.  The  Otago  fruitgrowers  also 
complained  of  outside  competition,  and  asked 
for  an  increase  of  duty,  and  they  said  that 
with  such  a  duty  they  could  supply  the  whole 
colony's  requirements.  They  gave  lengthy  rea- 
sons why  such  a  duty  should  be  imposed.  The 
Southland  fruitgrowers  also,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Kelly,  for  similar  reasons  asked  that  a  duty 
should  be  placed  upon  fruit.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  from  Auckland  to  Invercargill  there 
was  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  upon 
this  question.    A  large  section,  who  were,  of 
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•course,  directly  interested  in  the  growth  of  fruit, 
thought  that  a  duty  should  he  imposed.  I  will 
not  trouble  honourable  members  with  details 
at  present,  but,  in  addition  to  the  representa- 
tions made  to  the  Tariff  Commission  whioh  I 
have  referred  to,  I  may  say  that  since  the 
proposals  of  the  Oovernment  in  reference  to 
-taxation  were  circulated,  while  many  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  against  the  proposed 
taxation,  there  have  been  almost  as  many  repre- 
sentations made  in  different  parts  of  the  colony 
urging  that  a  fruit  duty  should  be  imposed.  I 
•desire  to  tell  honourable  members  this,  as 
showing  one  of  the  many  reasons  urged  by 
those  in  favour  of  the  duty  being  imposed 
upon  fruit,  and  more  particularly  urged  by  the 
fruitgrowers:  that  they  say  that,  while  they 
as  country  settlers  are  indirectly  assisting 
industries  to  be  kept  up  in  the  proximity  of 
towns,  they  felt  that  a  little  encouragement 
from  the  towns  would  enable  them  to  bring 
into  existence  a  means  by  which  they  could 
extend  the  fruitgrowing  so  as  to  supply  the 
whole  of  the  colony.  That  is  one  of  the  rea- 
sons that  have  been  placed  before  the  Govern- 
ment. However,  when  that  fruit  duty  was 
proposed  it  became  evident  that  there  was  no 
chance  of  carrying  it  through  the  House,  and, 
therefore,  to  enable  a  majority  of  the  House  to 
•express  their  views  practically  with  regard  to 
this  duty,  I  submitted  a  resolution  to  exempt 
-certain  classes  of  fruit  from  duty,  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  that,  to  place  an  extra  penny  a 
pound  on  tea  to  increase  our  revenue.  Now, 
Sir,  I  want  for  a  moment  to  refer  to  the 
tariff  brought  down  by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  in 
1888.  I  wish  to  refer  particularly  to  the  dif- 
ficulties he  then  experienced  in  connection 
with  the  soft-goods  trade,  and  I  wish  to  bring  to 
honourable  members'  recollection  what  trans- 
pired in  connection  with  the  adjustment  of 
the  tariff  at  the  time  to  which  I  am  now  re- 
ferring. Sir  Harry  Atkinson  in  1888  thought 
he  could  act  on  the  lines  we  have  laid  down  in 
the  schedule  to  our  Tariff  Bill  referred  to  under 
the  item  of  "cotton  and  other  piece-goods." 
He  thought  he  could  get  these  in  at  a  uniform 
rate  of  20  per  cent.,  and  in  addition  to  that  he 
entertained  the  opinion  that  he  had  power  to 
levy  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  velveteens  and 
velvets ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  gave 
notice  by  Gazette  of  a  proposal  to  levy  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent,  on  those  articles  I  have  named. 
But  he  found,  as  the  result  of  the  agitation  his 
proposals  created,  that  his  position  was  not 
strong  enough  under  the  tariff  proposals  to 
enable  him  to  maintain  the  position  of  levying 
a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  those  cotton  piece- 
:goods,  velveteens,  and  velvets,  and  he  had  to 
withdraw  the  Gazette  notice  and  impose  a  tax 
of  10  per  cent,  only  instead  of  20  per  cent.  I 
am  referring  to  this  specially,  because  we  now 
propose  in  this  tariff  to  remove  the  anomaly 
that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  found  to  exist  in 
connection  with  these  soft  goods;  which 
•anomaly  was  probably  the  cause  of  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  trade,  which  compelled  him  to 
change  the  tariff  on  these  goods  from  20  per 
•cent,  to  10  per  cent,  by  levying  a  duty  of  20 
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per  cent,  on  certain  articles,  and  naming  those 
which  should  only  pay  10  per  cent,  specifically, 
so  that  the  objections  of  the  trade  might  be 
entirely  removed.  Honourable  members  who 
are  experienced  in  connection  with  soft  goods 
— much  more  so  than  I  am — must  recognise 
the  difficulties  that  have  been  experienced  in 
carrying  on  the  administration  of  the  Customs 
since  1888  in  connection  with  this  item.  I 
wish  to  draw  attention  to  one  or  two  articles 
to  show  how  difficult  it  is  from  time  to  time  in 
different  ports  of  the  colony  for  the  Customs 
officials  to  give  satisfaction  to  those  connected 
with  the  trade ;  and  in  many  cases  injustice 
may  have  been  done  under  the  existing  tariff 
with  the  best  intentions  on  the  part  of  the 
Customs  officials.  We  ought  to  render  it  less 
difficult  for  the  officials  to  discriminate  be- 
tween what  are  10-per-oent.  and  what  are  20- 
per-cent.  dutiable  goods.  To  come  to  one  of 
the  anomalies,  I  will  refer  specially  to  "  cotton 
and  union  tick":  Cotton  tick  in  the  former 
tariff  was  10  per  cent.,  and  union  tick  was  20 
per  cent.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  any  honour- 
able gentleman  will  take  these  two  articles 
and  look  at  them  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, he  will  find  he  cannot  distinguish 
between  the  two  articles.  And  in  addition  to 
this  there  is  no  difference  in  price.  We  pro- 
pose, in  order  to  get  rid  of  an  anomaly  of  this 
sort,  to  put  them  under  one  duty  under  one 
head,  so  as  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  this 
difficulty  arising  in  connection  with  the  offi- 
cers of  the  department.  There  is  another 
anomaly  existing  in  the  soft  goods  which  is 
attempted  to  be  avoided.  This  question  of 
anomaly  has  to  a  certain  extent  been  one  of 
the  influences  that  have  resulted  in  pressure 
being  brought  to  bear  on  the  Government  to 
make  alterations  of  the  tariff.  Take  towels  in 
the  piece  and  towels  as  single  towels :  In  one 
case,  where  the  material  is  precisely  the  same, 
it  is  charged  10  per  cent.,  and  in  the  other 
case  20  per  cent.  There  is  an  anomaly  which 
ought  not  to  exist,  and  one  which,  I  think, 
honourable  members  will  see  it  is  desirable  to 
amend.  We  propose  to  completely  remove 
that  anomaly.  Then,  in  "  cotton  diapers," 
under  the  former  tariff  they  were  10  per  cent., 
and  linen  and  linen  diapers  were  20  per  cent. 
The  proposal  now  is  to  put  on  20  per  cent,  all 
round.  This  will  obviate  the  difficulty  of  dis- 
crimination on  the  part  of  Customs  officials, 
which  has  been  one  of  the  causes  of  struggle 
between  the  department  and  those  who  have 
to  deal  with  it.  In  Committee  on  this  tariff 
the  question  of  the  duty  on  prints  was  raised, 
I  think,  by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha. 
I  desire  to  tell  the  House  that  in  Committee  on 
this  Bill  I  propose  to  make  an  effort  to  prevent 
what  may  be  an  injustice  to  a  large  section  of 
the  community  which  use  the  cheaper  classes 
of  prints.  I  propose  to  ask  the  House  to  con- 
sent to  an  alteration,  and  to  the  levying  of  a 
10-per-oent.  duty  on  all  prints  under  4d.  per 
yard. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— That  brings  in  the 
trouble  again. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  want  to  try,  if  possible,  so  far 
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as  prints  are  concerned,  to  arrange  so  that 
those  who  use  the  inferior  article — and  I  under- 
stand that  the  greater  portion  of  the  poorer 
classes  do  so  —  shall  he  treated  as  lightly  as 
possible  as  regards  duty.  In  connection  with 
"  forfar  "  and  "  flax  sheeting,"  I  desire  to  tell 
the  House,  while  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion  on  this  matter  in  Committee,  that  the 
whole  trade,  so  far  as  information  reached  me 
from  different  parts  of  the  country,  approved  of 
the  proposal  to  have  these  subject  to  being  cut 
up  for  flour-milling  purposes  in  different  parts 
of  the  country. 
Mr.  PIRANI.— Not  at  all. 
Mr.  WARD.— That  is  the  representation  I 
received  from  different  parts  of  the  country.  I 
desire  to  point  out  to  honourable  members  why 
these  were  not  made  free  in  the  first  instance. 
Hollands  are  dutiable.  If  they  are  dutiable, 
how  can  you,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  if  you 
propose  to  make  forfar  and  flax  sheeting  free, 
expect  the  officials  to  exercise  due  discrimina- 
tion between  the  articles,  so  as  to  prevent  dif- 
ficulties from  arising  in  different  ports  of  the 
colony?  If  one  class  were  dutiable  and  the 
other  free  the  trouble  would  be  great. 

An  Hon.  Member. — There  is  no  comparison. 
Mr.  WARD. — There  is  a  comparison  between 
the  two  articles  I  have  named. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  one  is  nearly  double 
the  price  of  the  other. 

Mr.  WA[RD.  —  There  are  many  cases  in 
which  the  price  is  precisely  the  same,  and 
there  comes  the  difficulty  of  enabling  the  offi- 
cials to  exercise  discrimination  to  the  best  of 
their  ability,  so  as  to  enable  those  engaged  in 
the  trade  to  feei  that  they  are  being  treated 
all  alike  and  charged  alike.  This  is  one  of  the 
difficulties  in  connection  with  the  alteration  of 
this  tariff  that  we  have  to  contend  with,  and  it 
is  one  that  every  Government  from  time  to 
time,  when  considering  the  adjustment  of  the 
Customs  tariff,  has  had  to  deal  with ;  and,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  if  honourable  members  will 
only  look  back  to  the  vast  number  of  Commis- 
sioner's decisions  that  have  been  given  in  this 
country  within  the  last  ten  years  alone,  they 
will  see  the  innumerable  difficulties  that  con- 
front those  connected  with  the  Customs  De- 
partment in  endeavouring  to  serve  every  one  in 
all  parts  of  the  country  alike,  and  in  the  Cus- 
toms officials  being  able  to  treat  persons  under 
all  circumstances  upon  precisely  similar  con- 
ditions. I  desire,  as  far  as  possible,  to  pre- 
vent this  continual  friction  in  various  matters 
we  are  now  dealing  with  by  decisions  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs,  and  to  allow  the 
department  to  work  as  smoothly  as  possible 
between  those  who  are  carrying  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  and  the  department  itself. 
I  now  propose  for  one  moment  to  refer  to  the 
question  of  the  boot  and  shoe  taxation,  and 
the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  it.  I  think  every 
honourable  member  will  agree  with  me  in 
saying  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
items  of  the  tariff  to  deal  with  satisfactorily; 
and  it  is  more  difficult  for  this  reason :  If  this 
country  had  no  manufactories  and  had  no  im- 
porters, of  course  it  would  not  be  by  any  means 


a  difficult  matter  to  deal  with.  It  would,  under 
such  circumstances,  be  one  of  the  easiest  thinga 
possible  to  levy  a  duty  on  boots  and  shoes,  and 
to  arrive  at  a  solution  of  what  would  be  a  fair 
tax  to  impose  on  boots  and  shoes,  were  it  not 
for  the  extraordinary  complications  which  exist 
in  all  parts  of  the  colony,  and  which  every 
honourable  member  who  takes  a  practical  view 
of  what  is  going  on  must  be  aware  of.  As 
regards  the  question  of  settling,  between  the 
manufacturers  and  importers,  the  various  items 
of  the  tariff  on  the  importation  of  boots  and 
shoes,  the  difficulty  is  to  treat  both  fairly ;  and 
I  think  an  honest  effort  should  be  made  to  do  so. 
This  is  one  of  the  complications  in  dealing  with 
this  matter  of  the  importation  of  boots  and 
shoes  that  not  only  confronts  this  Government, 
but  has  confronted  every  Qovernment,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  for  some  time.  I  think  there 
is  not  much  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity  of  putting  a  higher  duty  on  shoddy 
articles  imported  from  foreign  lands.  We 
decided  to  bring  down  amended  resolutions. 
We  originally  proposed  a  25 -per -cent,  ad 
valorem  duty,  and  when  that  was  originally  pro- 
posed I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  it  was  not 
generally  accepted  by  the  House.  I  think  I 
am  right  in  saying  that,  if  I  am  to  judge  by 
the  expressions  of  opinion  by  honourable  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House.  Now,  as  the 
result  of  the  fact  that  our  original  proposal  of 
a  25 -per -cent,  duty  was  not  acceptable,  I 
thought  it  advisable,  in  addition  to  the  25  per 
cent.,  to  suggest  that  a  rate  per  pair  under  5s. 
should  be  proposed.  That  was  equally  unac- 
ceptable, if  not  more  so,  to  honourable  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House.  On  information 
furnished  to  the  Government — and  I  say,  on  a 
matter  of  this  sort,  that  no  member  of  the 
Qovernment  or  of  the  House,  although  I  regret 
to  say  that  one  or  two  honourable  gentlemen, 
apparently  thought  we  should,  can  have  the 
necessary  knowledge  in  connection  with  details 
of  the  numerous  artioleR — it  would  be  an  im- 
possibility for  any  honourable  gentleman  to 
have  that  necessary  detailed  knowledge  of  the 
industries  in  this  country  which  those  who  be- 
long to  a  particular  industry  in  the  ordinary 
course  must  possess;  and  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  on  the  information  supplied  to  us, 
it  appeared  that  to  levy  2s.  per  pair  on  the* 
cheaper  boots  was  going  in  the  right  direction. 
But  this  proposal  was  not  acceptable  to  the 
House  ;  it  was  feared  it  would  bear  too  heavily 
on  the  lower-priced  articles.  And  as  the  result 
of  the  information  we  obtained  by  placing: 
this  proposal  before  the  House, — which,  after 
all  said  and  done,  is  the  only  possible  way  we 
can  get  at  public  opinion  on  an  alteration  of 
the  tariff, — as  the  result  of  this,  we  decided  to 
submit  the  sliding-scale  proposals  that  were 
before  the  House  last  night.  The  result  of  the 
whole  of  our  proposals  appears  to  be,  after  all 
said  and  done,  that  the  first  proposal  we  sub- 
mitted, of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  is  to  be  the- 
one  which,  judging  by  the  vote  of  the  House,, 
receives  the  greatest  support  in  the  House, 
because  we  find  that  the  amendment  of  the- 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  to  revert  to  the* 
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former  duty  was  carried  by  a  substantial  ma- 
jority. And  I  take  it  that  this  decision  of  the 
House  to  adhere  to  the  original  proposal  as  far 
as  boots  and  shoes  were  concerned  was  the 
•best  solution  of  what  I  admit  to  be  one  of  the 
•most  difficult  items  in  connection  with  the 
tariff.  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  honour- 
able members  for  a  moment  to  some  of  the 
first  clauses   in    the    Bill.    Sir,    if   members 

3  80  wi^  lo°k  ftfc  olau8e  5  of  the  Bill  they 
'  will  find  it  is  a  clause  dealing  with 
our  proposal  in  connection  with  patent  or 
proprietary  medicines.  I  desire  to  say  here 
that  it  is  necessary  in  connection  with  this 
matter  that  a  higher  duty,  which  should  not 
be  regarded  as  being  in  the  ordinary  sense  a 
protectionist  duty,  should  be  placed  on  these 
proprietary  medicines  than  was  imposed  be- 
fore. From  information  that  I  have  received 
it  appears  to  me  that  there  are  a  number  of 
•quack  medicines  imported  into  this  country — 
a  vast  amount  of  rubbish  which  is  passed  off 
upon  a  confiding  public;  and  it  seems  to  me 
it  would  be  advisable,  while  these  classes  of 
goods  are  imported  into  the  country,  to  at  any 
rate  levy  a  higher  duty,  so  that  those  who  are 
carrying  on  this  trade  will  find  it  necessary,  if 
they  are  going  to  compete  on  fair  terms  with 
the  locally-manufactured  article,  to  at  least 
attempt  to  improve  the  olass  of  proprietary 
medicines  that  they  import.  In  connection 
with  this  —  I  could  not  bring  it  down  in  a 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  at  the  present  time,  but 
side  by  side  with  this  proposal  to  levy  a  higher 
duty  on  proprietary  medicines  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  necessary  that  we  should  later  on  levy  an 
excise  duty  upon  certain  articles  of  this  kind 
which  are,  or  may  be,  manufactured  in  the 
colony.  There  is  nothing  novel  in  that — it  has 
been  done  in  England  and  elsewhere,  by  means 
of  a  stamp  duty.  I  refer  to  it  not  with  a  desire 
of  saying  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  more 
•revenue,  but  I  think  it  will  become  obvious  to 
honourable  members  on  viewing  the  whole  posi- 
tion broadly,  as  we  have  to  do,  that,  while  we 
propose  on  the  one  hand  to  raise  a  duty  of  40 
per  cent,  on  proprietary  medicines  imported 
into  the  colony,  yet,  unless  at  the  same  time 
we  decide  to  levy  an  excise  duty  on  articles  of 
the  same  classes  manufactured  in  this  country, 
— that  is  to  say,  a  fair  duty,— it  would  be  left 
open  to  those  who  may  be  dissatisfied  with 
this  impost  to  come  into  the  colony  and  manu- 
facture the  very  articles  I  have  mentioned,  and 
.thus  escape  the  duty  altogether.  For  that 
reason  it  appears  to  be  desirable  that  we  should 
•  consider  the  propriety  of  levying  an  excise  duty. 
It  requires  to  be  thought  out  before  a  proposal 
is  submitted  to  the  House  to  meet  this  objection 
to  which  I  refer. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  How  much  are  you 
going  to  get  out  of  the  ordinary  tariff  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Do  you  propose  to 
do  that  by  stamp  duty  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— In  this  Bill? 

Mr.  WARD.— No;  it  has  to  be  done  in  an 
Excise  Bill.  As  for  the  other  clauses  of  the 
Bill,  I  think,  on  the  whole,  looking  at  the 
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olauses  of  the  Bill  in  the  ordinary  course,  they 
call  more  for  Committee  explanation  than  for 
explanation  in  a  second-reading  speech.  I  do 
not  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  honourable 
members  in  going  into  detail  upon  these 
clauses.  Now,  Sir,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  just  asked  me  to  give  him,  before  I  sit 
down,  the  financial  alterations— the  result  to 
the  finances  so  far  as  these  proposals  are  con- 
cerned. I  thought  I  had  a  statement  here 
that  I  had  prepared,  but  I  find  I  have  mislaid 
it.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  after  finishing  my  second -reading  speech  I 
will  get  it,  and  before  he  has  concluded  I  will 
submit  it  to  the  House,  and  later  on  we  will 
have  the  details  referred  to,  and  have  them 
circulated.  In  connection  with  our  tariff  pro- 
posals we  have  no  necessity  to  tell  the  House 
that  we  have  done  our  best  to  obtain  a  good 
tariff,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  accused  of  being 
too  pliable  in  dealing  with  a  matter  which 
every  honourable  member  in  the  House,  and 
every  other  impartial  person,  even  those  who 
differ  from  us,  must  recognise  is  a  very  diffi- 
cult matter  indeed.  I  say  our  desire  is  to  get 
a  good  tariff ;  and  by  "  a  good  tariff  "  I  mean 
such  a  tariff  as,  once  placed  on  the  statute- 
book,  will  not  require  alteration  for  many  years 
to  come. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— Oh  t 

Mr.  WARD.  —  The  honourable  member 
laughs.  Probably  we  shall  never  do  that ;  but 
that  is  our  desire,  at  any  rate.  There  is  nothing 
better,  if  you  are  not  able  to  do  a  thing  out-and- 
out,  than  to  do  the  best  you  can :  that  is  my 
desire.  I  have  said  our  aim  is  to  have  a  tariff 
placed  on  the  statute-book  which  will  not  re- 
quire alteration  for  at  least  two  or  three  Parlia- 
ments. The  tariff  we  have  had  working  so  far, 
although  in  many  respects  very  unsatisfactory, 
has  remained  on  the  statute-book  since  1888, 
and,  while  it  has  probably  been  one  in  respect 
of  which  the  people  of  this  country  have  in- 
dulged in  many  expressions  of  dissatisfaction,  at 
any  rate  it  has  continued  for  the  period  of  years 
to  which  1  have  referred.  I  sincerely  hope, 
although  there  may  be  anomalies  in  the  pro- 
posals, and  although  we  may  not  be  able  to  meet 
them  so  satisfactorily  as  we  should  like  to  have 
done,  yet  that  the  tariff  which  we  are  now  to 
place  on  the  statute-book  will  continue  for  at 
least  two  or  three  Parliaments.  As  to  the 
amendments  which  have  been  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  I  desire  to  tell  the 
House  that  they  will  be  acoepted  and  given 
effect  to  in  this  Bill.  It  is  quite  probable 
that  in  Committee  on  the  Bill  further  amend- 
ments will  be  proposed.  In  connection  with 
this,  I  desire  to  say  that  the  Government 
will  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to  objeot 
to  any  amendment  materially  affeoting  our 
revenue,  for  we  cannot  be  expected,  if  any 
material  amendments  affecting  revenue  are 
proposed  in  Committee,  to  accept  such  amend- 
ments. I  wish  to  tell  the  House,  in  connec- 
tion with  that,  what  the  feeling  of  the  Govern- 
ment is :  that,  while  we  are  prepared  to  admit 
that  there  should  be  the  utmost  freedom  in 
basing  the  tariff  on  the  best  lines  possible. 
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•the  Government  necessarily  must  reserve  the 
right  to  take  exception  or  to  object  to  any 
amendments  which  will  materially  affect  our 
revenue.  I  want  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
.giving  honourable  members  an  indication  to 
this  effect  now.  Among  the  suggestions  which 
have  been  made  as  a  means  of  restoring  the 
lost  revenue,  we  have  received  the  suggestion 
>that  we  should  increase  the  duty  on  colonial 
beer.  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  to  honour- 
able members  about  this.  It  is  a  matter  which 
has  not  only  oocurred  to  the  honourable  mem- 
bers referred  to,  but  every  honourable  gentle- 
man must  recognise  that  it  is  a  matter  which 
ihas  received  much  thought  from  the  Govern- 
ment from  time  to  time — that  is,  the  question 
whether  or  not  it  was  desirable  to  impose  a 
further  duty  on  colonial  beer.  In  the  first  place, 
-some  of  the  reasons  which  guided  us  in  decid- 
ing that  it  was  undesirable  to  do  this  I  can  tell 
the  House.  There  is  very  great  uncertainty 
as  to  what  in  the  future,  so  far  as  the  reve- 
nue is  concerned,  may  be  derived  from  this 
particular  item,  and  I  think  every  honourable 
member  will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that  you 
cannot  remove  from  your  mind  the  possibility 
-of  changes  being  brought  about  in  connection 
with  the  liquor  trade ;  and,  if  you  look  at  the 
beer- duty  returns  in  this  country  recently, 
vou  will  find  that  it  is  a  diminishing  quan- 
tity, so  far  as  the  revenue  is  concerned.  And, 
that  being  so,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  if 
honourable  members  want  continuity  and  sta- 
bility in  our  finances,  be  anything  but  wise  or 
sound  administration  on  the  part  of  any  Go- 
vernment which  may  be  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  colony  to  decide  upon  an  increase  of  duty 
upon  an  article  which  already,  in  a  financial 
sense,  shows  signs  of  diminishing  so  far  as  the 
revenue  of  the  country  is  concerned.  There  is 
already,  so  far  as  beer  duty  is  concerned,  if  not 
a  heavy  excise  duty  imposed,  at  any  rate  a 
very  fair  excise  duty  imposed  upon  colonial 
beer.  And,  while  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  the 
•question  of  the  temperance  movement  in  dis- 
cussing the  Tariff  Bill  now  before  the  House, 
I  do  say,  as  the  result  of  mature  reflection, 
that  in  my  opinion — and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
other  honourable  members  who  have  professed, 
and  I  think  rightly  so  from  their  point  of  view, 
to  have  the  temperance  cause  very  much  at 
heart— if  this  proposal  were  given  effect  to  it 
would  be  one  that  would  materially  prejudice 
the  temperance  movement  in  this  country. 
That  is  my  opinion,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
other  members  of  this  House  and  of  people  out- 
side this  House  who  are  ardent  advooates  of  tem- 
perance reform.  The  more  revenue  we  receive 
from  such  a  source  as  that  the  greater  hesita- 
tion would  there  be  in  the  minds  of  those  who, 
under  normal  conditions,  would  require  to  take 
into  consideration  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
as  to  the  full  effect  of  any  votes  they  might  give 
in  reduction  or  prohibition  when  the  issues 
came  before  the  people  of  the  country. 

Mr.  PIRANL— No. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  say  the  possibility  of  a  heavy 
loss  of  revenue  from  any  item,  whether  it  is  this 
item  or  any  other  item,  would  come  before  them, 


and  rightly  so,  because,  after  ail  is  said  and 
done,  when  the  colony  is  called  on  to  deliberate 
on  the  question  of  restriction  or  reduction,  or 
prohibition,  every  man  will  require  to  decide 
for  himself  how,  if  prohibition  is  given  effect 
to,  the  revenue  lost  by  such  a  proposal  is  going 
to  be  made'  up — how  taxation  is  going  to  be 
imposed  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  PIRANL— That  is  the  case  now. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  say,  with  the  movement  going 
on,  if  honourable  members  are  going  to  select 
one  particular  item  which  would  be  one  of  the 
first  to  go,  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  a  weak 
thing  to  do.  Now,  Sir,  I  merely  wish  to  direct 
the  attention  of  honourable  members  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill  which 
is  now  before  them  there  is  an  alteration, 
which  I  have  indicated  in  the  House,  so  far  as 
fruit  is  concerned.  I  desire  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  what  is  a  small  matter — 
a  difference  between  an  item  in  the  schedule  of 
the  Bill  which  honourable  members  had  in 
their  hands  recently  and  the  same  item  as 
it  appears  here.  I  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that,  in  the  Bill  which  Was  in  their 
hands  before,  currants,  raspberries,  gooseberries, 
blackberries,  and  strawberries  appeared  to  come 
under  a  duty  of  Id.  per  pound,  and  that  that 
is  altered  in  this  Bill  to  a  duty  of  £d.  per 
pound.  Pears  and  apples  are  put  down  at  Id. 
per  pound,  and  those  other  fruits  to  which 
I  refer  are  put  down  now  at  Jd.  per  pound. 
Generally,  Sir,  I  trust  that,  the  House  recog- 
nising as  it  does  that  in  no  respect  is  this  a 
party  matter  so  far  as  the  present  tariff  is 
concerned, — that  it  affects  all  industries  and 
all  classes  of  the  country, — our  efforts  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  will  be  directed  to  remove 
anomalies  where  they  exist,  to  improve  the  Bill 
wherever  it  is  possible  to  improve  it ;  and  1  do 
ask  honourable  members,  in  considering  the 
Bill,  not  to  make  proposals  which  may  disor- 
ganize the  revenues  of  the  country,  and  to 
move  such  proposals  as  may  be  accepted 
by  the  Government ;  because,  after  all  is  said 
and  done,  one  of  the  first  things  we  have  to 
consider  in  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  is  to 
insure  that  we  do  not  lose  any  large  amount  of 
revenue  under  our  proposals.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  anything  further  now  necessary  to 
indicate  in  connection  with  the  Bill  except 
to  say  that  I  recognise  the  very  great  diffi- 
culty and  trouble  there  is  in  giving  effect  to 
any  tariff  proposals  in  the  House.  I  think 
every  honourable  member  who  may  agree  with 
our  proposals  or  not  will  not  be  sorry  to  see  the 
last  of  this  attempt  to  readjust  the  tariff  this 
session. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  While  honourable  members 
on  the  other  side  may  say  "  Hear,  hear,"  I 
know  and  recognise,  looking  back  to  1888 — I 
have  a  slight  recolleotion  of  what  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  had  to  go  through  in  connec- 
tion with  his  tariff  then.  The  mere  work  en- 
tailed by  it  in  this  House  is,  I  venture  to  say, 
child's-play  compared  with  what  we  have  had 
to  do  day  after  day,  when  we  have  had  to  re- 
ceive conflicting  suggestions  and  representations 
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from  people  all  over  the  country  engaged  in 
precisely  the  same  class  of  business  or  trade ; 
when  we  receive  suggestions  from  respectable 
and  earnest  people,  each  holding  contrary  views 
although  in  the  same  class  of  trade — in  many 
instances  diametrically  opposite  views;  and 
when  we  have  to  attempt  to  give  effect  to  a 
solution  which  will  meet  more  or  less  what  is 
required  in  connection  with  the  readjustment 
of  the  tariff.  These  are  matters  in  respect  of 
which,  apart  from  representations  made  from 
members  of  the  House  for  a  considerable  time 

rst,  I  have  necessarily,  owing  to  the  position 
hold,  been  continually  receiving  from  all 
sorts  of  people  throughout  the  country  their 
views  on  every  item  which  is  capable  of  being 
amended  in  the  tariff  which  we  are  about  to 
place  on  the  statute-book.  And  I  say,  looking 
back  on  all,  and  without  in  the  slightest  degree 
attempting  to  shirk  the  work  —  looking  back 
impartially — I  do  not  want  to  have  thrust  upon 
me,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Grown,  at  any  time 
this  very  heavy  duty  which  has  been  imposed 
of  attempting  to  adjust  the  Customs  Duties 
and  Excise  Bill ;  and,  whoever  may  undertake 
the  responsibility  of  doing  it  in  future,  I  do 
not,  at  any  rate,  envy  him  his  position.  Sir,  I 
beg  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  I  have  said  before 
that  the  whole  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
connection  with  this  Tariff  Bill  is  most  remark- 
able. We  have  had  a  more  wonderful  illustra- 
tion of  their  extraordinary  want  of  knowledge 
this  very  afternoon  than  we  have  had  evinced 
during  the  debates  on  the  resolutions.  Would 
any  member  have  credited  it,  if  he  had  been 
told  outside  in  the  lobby  that  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  come  down  and  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Customs  Duties  and 
Excise  Bill,  and  be  unable  to  tell  us  what 
revenue  he  was  going  to  get  from  the  Customs 
tariff  I 

Mr.  WARD.— I  can  tell  you. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— He  said  he  could  not 
tell  us  what  it  was  without  consulting  his  offi- 
cial brief. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  said  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  something  so  like  it  that  I  shall 
proceed  with  my  argument  on  that  assump- 
tion. He  led  me  to  understand  that  he  could 
not  answer  the  question  until  he  got  his  papers 
sent  for,  and  that  he  hoped  to  give  me  the  in- 
formation before  1  finished  my  speech. 

Mr.  WARD.  — 1  did  not  say  that,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  allow  me. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— As  I  listened  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  I  tried  to  ascertain  what 
line  of  policy  was  running  through  his  tariff. 
Sir,  there  was  none  at  all.  None  whatsoever. 
He  told  us  that  if  we  did  not  get  a  good  tariff 
he,  at  any  rate,  had  been  actuated  by  good  in- 
tentions. There  is  an  old  adage  that  the  road 
to  hell  is  paved  with  good  intentions.  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  been  in  a  very  warm 
corner  for  the  last  forty-eight  hours. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  have  met  you  a  good  many 
times  during  that  period. 
Mr.  Ward 


Captain  RUSSELL.— I  have  no  doubt  the 
Hon.  the  Treasurer  has ;  but  my  path  was  up- 
wards while  his  was  looking  downwards.  Bui 
I  am  wrong  in  saying  that  there  is  no  policy 
floating  through  the  tariff,  for  one  was  to  be 
found  in  almost  the  last  words  used  to  illus- 
trate his  argument.  He  told  us — what  ?  That 
there  was  the  greatest  difficulty  in  reconciling 
the  conflicting  interests  of  various  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  same  trade ;  that  to  try  to  arrange 
for  the  differences  of  opinion  between  importers 
and  manufacturers  was  a  matter  of  very  great 
difficulty.  He  told  us  how  the  growers  of  fruit 
wanted  one  thing,  and  how  the  traders  in  calico 
wanted  another;  and  the  difficulty  there  was 
in  meeting  the  wishes  of  importers  and  manu- 
facturers. There  is  the  policy,  Sir.  From 
first  to  last  it  is  to  consider  the  capitalist 
classes,  and  to  let  the  workers  —  the  people- 
who  have  to  pay  the  taxes — go  whistling  for 
any  sympathy  from  him.  Sir,  I  am  sorely 
tempted  to  move  the  resolutions  of  which  I 
gave  notice  on  the  14th  of  August,  but,  after 
very  carefully  considering  the  matter,  I  have 
deemed  that  I  shall  do  best  if  I  refrain  from 
moving  them.  Were  I  to  move  them  I  should 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  speaking  for  one  hour, 
instead  of  being  limited  by  our  absurd  Stand- 
ing Orders  to  a  period  of  thirty  minutes.  But 
if  I  were  to  move  them  I  oould  gain  nothing 
more  than  has  been  gained  already.  The  reso- 
lutions which  I  oould  have  moved  to  have 
rescinded  were  rescinded  by  the  action  of  the- 
Government  themselves.  They  have  vanished  ; 
and,  as  my  object  was  to  conserve  the  public 
weal  and  not  to  gain  a  party  triumph,  I  be- 
lieve I  shall  more  successfully  do  that  by  fight- 
ing the  increased  duties  imposed  by  this  tariff 
in  detail  than  by  complicating  the  position 
of  honourable  members  opposite,  and  putting 
them  under  the  scourge  of  the  party  whip,  so 
that  they  would  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
their  own  consciences  and  the  interests  of  the 
country  on  account  of  the  domineering  influ- 
ence of  the  Premier  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
I  have  gained  all  I  sought,  for  the  resolutions 
have  been  withdrawn,  the  country  has  been 
awakened,  and  I  do  trust  that  by  foregoing  the 
privilege  which  I  have  of  moving  the  resolutions* 
at  any  rate,  honourable  gentlemen  will  realise 
that  I  am  doing  so  in  order  that  they  may  vote 
according  to  their  genuine  convictions  on  the 
tariff,  and  not  in  the  line  into  which  an  en- 
deavour would  be  made  to  coerce  them  if  I 
moved  the  resolutions.  Sir,  when  I  take  up  the 
Financial  Statement  of  1893, 1  And  this :  "  The 
Government  have  collected  a  large  amount  of 
evidence  with  a  view  to  an  adjustment  of  the 
tariff  and  the  removal  of  some  of  the  admitted 
anomalies  that  exist  therein  " ;  and  it  goes  on  to 
say,  "It  will  be  necessary  in  the  first  session 
after  the  new  Parliament " — that  was,  in  last 
session — "  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  tariff 
in  a  thorough  and  comprehensive  manner." 
Sir,  has  the  tariff  been  dealt  with  in  a  thorough 
and  comprehensive  manner  ?  Have  anomalies 
been  done  away  with  ?  Is  there  any  simplifi- 
cation of  the  tariff?  Is  appreciable  relief 
granted  to  anybody  ?   No,  Sir,  it  is  not.    There 
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has  been  no  consideration,  no  simplification; 
no  anomalies  have  been  removed :  but  when  we 
consider  the  Bill  from  the  very  start — not  only 
from  the  first  bat  from  before  the  first  clause 
— you  will  see  that  there  has  been  no  considera- 
tion whatever.  Even  the  title  of  the  Bill  is 
wrong.  The  title  of  the  Bill  should  have  been 
"An  Act  to  alter  certain  Duties  of  Customs 
and  Excise,  and  to  amend  the  Law  relating 
thereto,  and  to  amend  *  The  Customs  Laws  Con- 
solidation Act,  1888/  and  *  The  Customs  Laws 
Consolidation  Act  Amendment  Aet,  1892.'  "  Sir, 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fact  that  a  most  unconstitutional  proceeding  is 
endeavoured  to  be  forced  upon  the  House,  in 
mixing  up  Bills  dealing  with  two  distinct  and 
separate  subjects  under  a  Customs  and  Exoise 
Duties  Bill.  Clauses  6,  8, 10,  and  11  should  be 
withdrawn,  and  a  separate  Bill  dealing  with 
the  Customs  Law  Consolidation  Act  should  be 
introduced  in  their  place.  As  it  is,  the  Bill  is 
in  this  very  improper  position :  that  what  may 
be  oalled  a  "  taok  "  is  added  to  the  Bill,  inas- 
much as  in  a  Bill  which  should  simply  deal 
with  the  levying  of  duties  there  are  clauses  of 
other  administration  Bills  amended.  By  this 
means  a  tack  is  added  to  a  money  Bill,  which 
cannot  be  amended  in  the  Legislative  Council. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  has  escaped  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Premier  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
We  know  they  have  been  too  busy  to  attend 
to  any  business  of  other  than  mere  party  im- 
portance. But  I  should  like  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  this  fact :  that,  unless 
we  insist  upon  these  clauses  being  withdrawn, 
we  are  departing  from  our  proper  duty,  and 
we  are  infringing  the  privileges  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  If  you  turn  to 
May,  page  542,  in  the  edition  of  1898,  you 
will  find,— 

"  The  Lords  are  excluded  not  only  from  the 
power  of  initiating  or  amending  Bills  dealing 
with  public  expenditure  or  revenue,  but  also 
from  initiating  public  Bills  which  would  create 
a  charge  upon  the  people  by  the  imposition  of 
local  and  other  rates,  or  which  deal  with  the 
administration  or  employment  of  these  oharges. 
Bills  which  thus  infringe  the  privileges  of  the 
Commons,  when  received  from  the  Lords,  are 
either  laid  aside  or  postponed  for  six  months. 
It  follows,  accordingly,  that  the  Lords  may  not 
amend  the  provisions  in  Bills  which  they  re- 
ceive from  the  Commons  dealing  with  the 
above-mentioned  subjects,  bo  as  to  alter, 
whether  by  increase  or  reduction,  the  amount 
of  a  rate,  or  change  its  duration,  mode  of 
assessment,  levy,  collection,  appropriation,  or 
management,  or  the  persons  who  pay,  receive, 
manage,  or  control  it." 

You  will  find,  Sir,  that  in  this  Bill  there 
is  a  distinct  infringement  on  the  privileges 
of  the  Legislative  Council;  and  we  must  be 
careful  how  we  infringe  those  privileges,  or 
we  are  liable  to  have  a  money  Bill,  which 
the  Legislative  Council,  of  course,  cannot 
amend,  laid  aside  when  this  Bill  goes  there. 
Not  only  that,  but  consider  the  discomfort 
and  inconvenience  of  all  persons  who  have 

VOL.  XC.-22. 


to  refer  to  the  Customs  Laws  Consolidation 
Act,  because  their  attention  will  not  there  be 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  amendments  to  that 
law  are  to  be  found  in  the  Customs  and 
Excise  Duties  Bill.  Very  considerable  incon- 
venience is  certain  to  ooour.  Sir,  I  said  just 
now  that  there  was  no  simplification  in  the 
tariff;  and  I  do  not  believe,  myself — though 
we  were  told  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  this 
Government  in  1898  that  a  vast  amount  of 
materials  had  accumulated  for  dealing  with 
the  tariff — that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  ever 
looked  at  the  tariff,  or  thought  about  it,  until 
within  about  forty-eight  hours  of  the  time  when 
the  tariff  was  brought  down. 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  not  so. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — It  may  not  be  so,  but 
I  know  very  well  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  been  pretty  well  pressed  with  work,  and  I 
do  not  believe,  myself,  that  he  has  had  time  to 
deal  with  this  great  question.  When  we  hear 
talk  about  the  simplification  of  the  tariff,  will 
it  be  credited  that,  according  to  the  statistical 
returns  for  1894,  there  were  collected  duties  on 
115  articles,  varying  from  Is.,  8s.,  and  so  on 
up  to  £187,  and  that  if  the  duties  on  these 
115  articles  had  been  swept  away  by  the  Cus- 
toms tariff  we  should  only  have  lost  £6,817? 
I  may  be  told  that  this  would  disarrange 
trade,  but  I  maintain  that,  when  the  duties 
on  115  articles  might  be  swept  away  out 
of  the  tariff  with  only  a  loss  such  as  that, 
it  ought  to  be  done,  if  there  is  to  be  any 
simplification  of  the  tariff  attempted.  As  to 
the  various  items  of  cotton  goods*  I  am  so 
limited  as  to  time  that  I  must  leave  them  to 
gentlemen  who  are  more  familiar  than  myself 
with  their  infinite  variety,  because  the  various 
names  of  them  which  one  continually  hears  are 
quite  strange  to  a  person  inexperienced  in  the 
cotton-goods  trade.  But  we  do  see  this  plainly : 
that  the  best  calicoes  —  those  in  use  for  the 
richer  classes  in  making  shirts,  nightgowns, 
and  such  things-— are  admitted  free,  while 
cotton  goods  used  by  the  working-classes  are 
charged  duty.  I  do  not  wish  to  enlarge  upon 
the  fact,  but  I  will  draw  attention  to  another 
thing  whioh  shows  a  want  of  consideration  for 
the  working-classes:  it  is  in  respect  to  pro- 
prietary medicines,  on  which  there  is  a  duty  of 
40  per  cent.  The  Treasurer  and  the  Govern- 
ment love  to  interfere  with  individual  liberty 
whenever  they  possibly  can ;  but  when  I  heard 
him  tell  the  House  that,  because  proprietary 
medioines  were  not  good  for  people  to  use,  he 
proposed  to  put  a  tax  upon  them,  I  did  think  a 
he  was  interfering  with  people's  liberty  to  an  ' 
extent  never  dreamt  of  before. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— He  is  the  family  phy- 
sician. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No,  Sir,  he  is  not ;  he 
is  the  quack.  Why  should  he  put  40  per  cent, 
on  proprietary  medicines?  Proprietary  medi- 
cines are,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  form 
ot  medicament  whioh  people  choose  to  adminis- 
ter to  themselves.  They  are  used  more  particu- 
larly by  the  working-classes ;  and  yet,  at  the  very 
time  when  they  are  sick  and  unable  to  work 
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they  are  to  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  40  per  oent. 
on  that  which  they  wish  to  use.  Or,  if  they 
are  not  sick  themselves  at  the  time,  they  are 
attending  to  siokness  in  their  families,  and  so 
are  unable  to  earn  wages ;  and  this  is  the  time 
when  they  are  selected  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer— who  is  nothing,  we  are  to  suppose,  if 
not  the  friend  of  the  working-classes — for  this 
particular  form  61  taxation.  Then,  next  we 
come  to  the  increased  taxation  upon  pictures 
and  other  works  of  art.  Sir,  why  should  we 
Rtill  further  increase  the  duties  upon  pictures 
and  other  works  of  art  ?  Surely,  if  there  is  one 
thing  more  than  another  which  a  new  country 
cannot  produce,  and  which  cannot  be  produced 
at  any  time  unless  artists  have  the  advantage 
of  the  study  of  the  works  of  greater  artists 
than  themselves,  it  is  the  highest  works  of  art ; 
yet  these  are  also  selected  for  an  increased 
form  of  taxation.  I  would  also  put  in  a  word 
now  for  a  form  of  art  which  is  very  beauti- 
ful, and  which  unfortunately  is  subject  to 
taxation.  I  allude  to  stained-glass  windows 
in  churches,  in  cathedrals,  and  other  public 
buildings,  whioh  are  placed  there  by  persons 
in  memory  of  departed  relatives  and  heroes. 
As  there  will  be  practically  no  revenue  de- 
rived from  such  a  source,  I  should  say  it 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  they  were  ad- 
mitted free  to  this  country.  But  we  have 
another  article,  showing  how  ridiculous  this 
tariff  is,  specially  selected  for  taxation— that 
is,  photographs.  When  any  person  gets  a  letter 
from  Home,  containing,  possibly,  a  portrait  of 
his  grandmother,  or,  if  a  young  man,  a  photo- 
graph of  one  of  the  beauties  of  the  corps  de 
ballet,  the  letter,  I  presume,  will  be  detained 
by  the  Post  Office  until  3d.  has  been  paid, 
which  is  about  the  sum  imposed  upon  photo- 
graphs, which  may  be  mementoes  of  departed 
relatives  or  portraits  of  ladies  belonging  to  the 
theatrical  profession. 

Mr.  WARD. — It  does  not  apply  to  them  at 
all. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— -The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  it  does  not  apply  to  them  at  all.  It 
does  apply  to  them;  there  is  no  doubt  about 
it.  He  will  no  doubt  make  a  special  exemption 
in  favour  of  those  extremely  elegant  photo- 
graphs that  come  into  the  country  in  cigarette 
packets :  he  will  make  an  exemption  in  favour 
of  anything  that  is  likely  to  curtail  the  revenue 
of  this  country  while  playing  into  the  hands  of 
a  manufacturer.  While  speaking  on  the  reve- 
nue of  this  country,  I  must  have  a  word  or  two 
on  matches,  and  1  find  I  must  skim  all  these 
things  in  consequence  of  the  confounded  clock, 
which  reminds  me  that  my  time  is  slipping 
away.  Are  honourable  members  aware  that, 
though  we  have  established  this  local  industry 
of  matches  in  our  midst,  the  country  is  going 
to  pay  for  it  very  considerably?  Have  they 
read  the  report  of  the  Tariff  Commission? 
Have  they  seen  this  :  that  the  number  of  per- 
sons employed  in  this  factory  amounts  to  very 
few,  and  that  the  wages  paid  are  exceedingly 
small  ?  Mr.  Bell,  the  head  of  the  firm,  said  he 
employed  about  f orty-.fi ve  hands.  What  are 
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the  wages  ?  One  man  gets  £8  a  week ;  another 
gets  £2  8s. ;  a  third,  £1  5s. ;  four  boys  get  from 
12s.  to  15s. ;  and  the  rest  are  girls  at  the  mag- 
nificent wages  of  from  6s.  to  8s.  a  week ;  and 
we  have  it  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Bell  him- 
self that  he  has  the  verbal  and  written  promise 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  he  will  not  allow 
any  decrease  in  duty  as  long  as  this  Govern- 
ment remains  in  power.  If  there  is  one  thing 
more  than  another  whioh  might  induce  this 
House  to  vote  against  this  Government,  it  is 
to  get  rid  of  that  abominable  promise,  made  in 
a  manner  whioh  is  most  improper  and  almost 
unexampled. 

Mr.  WARD.— Have  you  read  the  letter  I  laid 
on  the  table  last  night? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  have  not  time  to 
pause  now.  The  duty  imposed  on  matches  is 
£16,000  a  year,  whioh  is  a  clear  present  to  the 
manufacturer,  because  the  price  of  matches  is 
not  reduced  one  iota  by  this  local  industry,  as 
is  evidenced  by  the  prioe  quoted  in  Sydney. 
In  Sydney  the  prioe  is  2s.  SJd.,  as  against 
3s.  6d.  paid  in  New  Zealand  for  locally  made ; 
and,  although  it  may  be  said  that  the  wages, 
wretohed  though  they  are,  which  are  paid,  and 
the  comparatively  few  people  employed  in  these 
match- factories,  must  be  taken  into  aocount, 
the  wages  cannot,  estimating  the  employes  at 
the  same  number  and  wages,  at  the  rate  which 
is  now  paid  in  Victoria,  amount  to  more  than 
£4,000  a  year ;  and,  as  £16,000  is  the  duty  paid 
upon  matohes,  there  is  a  clear  present  to  the 
match-manufacturers  of  £12,000  a  year,  and 
that  £12,000  will  have  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
taxpayer's  pocket  in  some  other  shape  to 
compensate  the  revenue  for  the  loss  made  in 
this  way.  I  must  now  pass  on  to  another 
subject.  There  is  no  doubt,  or,  rather,  I  should 
say,  it  is  very  probable,  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
has  made  some  sort  of  promise  to  that  huge 
American  Cigarette  Trust  which  has  been 
purchasing  up  cigarette-manufactories  in  the 
adjacent  colonies  and  in  our  own.  Here  are 
the  facts :  With  an  exoise  duty  of  only  Is.  6d. 
on  tobacco  and  2s.  on  manufactured  cigar- 
ettes, versus  a  duty  of  7s.  upon  tobacco,  we 
have  this:  that  in  the  matter  of  cigarettes 
the  duty  last  year  was  £22,710.  This  huge 
American  Cigarette  Trust  will  probably  manu- 
facture u  Old  Judge,"  "  Vanity  Fair,"  and  pro- 
bably worse  articles  than  the  imported.  The 
work  will  be  done  mostly  by  machinery  that 
will  be  used  in  their  manufacture,  and  few 
hands  will  be  employed.  We  shall  gain  very 
little  in  the  matter  of  wages,  and  probably  a 
very  much  worse  article  than  we  imported 
will  be  made,  and  we  shall  make  the  manu- 
facturers a  present  of  £12,000.  For  what? 
For  employing  machinery  and  cheap  labour 
in  New  Zealand.  I  shall  be  told,  also,  that 
this  no  doubt  is  the  proper  way  to  encourage 
local  industries.  I  contend  that  the  reverse  is 
the  case.  The  fact  remains  that  in  this  in- 
stance again  we  shall  have  to  take  from  the 
taxpayer  in  some  way  or  another  the  £12,000 
or  £15,000,  which  will  go  into  the  pockets  of 
that  large  cigarette  trust,  and  further  taxation 
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'will  have  to  be  imposed  on  the  people  to  make 
up  for  it.  Sir,  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  a 
word  or  two  also  upon  the  imposition  of,  or  the 
-endeavour  to  impose,  a  special  tax  of  40  per 
cent,  upon  apparel  imported  by  the  individual. 
Some  persons  may  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to 
impose  suoh  a  tax  as  that ;  but  I  contend  it  is 
not  a  question  of  revenue  whatever,  it  is  not 
a  sop  to  local  industry,  but  a  sumptuary  law, 
and  nothing  but  a  sumptuary  law.  It  is  a  law 
to  prohibit  people  from  purchasing  their  clothes 
where  they  think  fit.  As  a  matter  of  revenue 
it  is  beneath  notice.  It  is  estimated  that  £600 
a  year  will  be  produced  by  it ;  but,  as  a  prin- 
ciple, it  is  injurious  to  the  last  degree.  It 
affirm 8  the  right  to  interfere  with  individual 
liberty,  and  that  principle  is  positively  mon- 
strous. It  will  encourage  smuggling  by  unscru- 
pulous people,  and  it  will  encourage  also  the 
importation  of  low-class  goods,  made  by  sweat- 
ing. The  values  of  apparel  of  individual  im- 
portations are  100  per  cent,  higher  than  slops, 
and  the  material  and  workmanship  are  100  per 
-cent,  higher  than  the  material  and  workman- 
ship which  will  be  brought  in  by  ordinary  trade 
importers. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— There  is  no  use  saying 
44  No  " ;  everybody  knows  that  to  be  the  case. 
'Bo  we  want  to  discourage  works  of  art?  It 
is  on  the  same  lines  as  the  proposals  of  the 
Treasurer,  who  wishes  to  discourage  the  in- 
troduction of  painting  and  statuary.  Is  there 
anything  more  elegant  than  a  lovely  woman 
exquisitely  dressed  ?  Sir,  a  lovely  woman  is  a 
thing  of  beauty  which  is  a  joy  for  ever :  and 
yet  the  Colonial  Treasurer1  is  preventing  us 
from  seeing  lovely  women  exquisitely  dressed 
walking  about  our  streets.  It  is  a  sumptuary 
law,  and  nothing  but  a  sumptuary  law.  Sump- 
tuary laws  are  relics  of  the  dark  ages.  If  we 
go  back  to  the  days  of  the  old  Lacedaemonians, 
we  shall  find  that  they  were  not  allowed  to 
possess  a  house  or  furniture  which  was  the 
work  of  more  elaborate  instruments  than  axe 
or  saw :  and  the  Oppian  Law  of  215  B.C.  pro- 
vided that  no  woman  should  possess  more  than 
half  an  ounce  of  gold,  or  wear  a  dress  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  or  ride  in  a  carriage  in  a  oity 
except  on  occasions  of  public  religious  cere- 
monies. This  almost  resulted  in  a  female 
entente;  and  so  I  fear  it  may  be  here  unless, 
as  on  a  late  occasion,  we  have  a  grand  pro- 
cession to  worship  a  Minister  who  has  returned 
from  England,  when  women  will  be  allowed 
to  dress  themselves  in  their  best,  and  not  be 
subject  to  the  sumptuary  laws  which  are  now 
placed  upon  them.  If  you  trace  these  sump- 
tuary laws  you  will  find  that  in  1457,  in  the 
time  of  James  II.  of  Scotland,  there  was  a 
law  passed  for  preventing  people  from  using 
sumptuous  clothing.  But  the  last  law  of  this 
sort  introduced  in  Great  Britain  was  in  the 
year  1621.  That  was  the  last  sumptuary  law 
that  was  passed  in  an  English-speaking  coun- 
try until  the  advent  of  this  extraordinary  Tariff 
Bill.  But  let  us  go  to  a  more  recent  authority, 
and  we  shall  find  that  Adam  Smith  protested 


against  "  the  impertinence  and  presumption  of 
kings  and  ministers  in  pretending  to  watch  over 
the  economy  of  private  people  and  to  restrain 
their  expense,  being  themselves  always  and 
without  any  exoeption  the  greatest  spendthrifts 
in  the  society."  We  have  the  illustration  of  the 
most-dressed  man  in  Parliament  introducing  a 
Bill  to  make  people  wear  worse  clothing  than 
himself.  I  wish  I  had  more  time  at  my  disposal. 
I  contend  the  principle  we  ought  to  strive  for  is 
to  encourage  local  industries  by  making  every- 
thing cheap,  and  not  all  things  dear.  I  have  a 
table  in  my  hand  which  shows  the  increase  in 
natural  industries  between  the  years  1886  and 
1891,  compiled  from  the  last  census  returns  of 
1891,  which  proves  uncontrovertibly  that  our 
present  system  has  failed  egregiously,  and  that 
protected  industries  do  not  increase  in  people 
employed  or  in  their  output.  The  table  is  as 
follows,  and  the  House  will  here  see  that  the 
"natural  industries"  alone  increase  in  hands 
employed  and  value  of  output : — 

Increase  in  Natural  Products  manufactured. 


Hands 

Value  of 

Articles. 

em- 

Manu- 

ployed. 

factures. 

Agricultural  implements    . . 

192 

£ 
32,649 

Tanneries,  fellmongering,  &o. 

103 

391,434 

Flaxmills 

2,955 

214,207 

Meat- freezing 

780 

920,781 

Cheese  and  butter 

159 

107,863 

Grain-mills 

51 

236,982 

Biscuit  factories  . . 

146 

79,863 

Sausage-skins,  violin-strings 

67 

10,582 

Soap  and  candles 

5 

24,969 

Fish-curing 

18 

7,355 

Lime  and  cement  factories 

5 

2,488 

Tinware 

53 

5,797 

Cleaning  and  dyeing 

15 

9,157 

Bacon 

•• 

24,636 

Totals 

4,499 

2,068,263 

Total  hands  employed,  1891,  in 

all  manufactures 
Total  hands  employed,  1886,  in 

all  manufactures 


Total  increase .  • 

Hands  employed  in  natural  in- 
dustries, 1891,   in    excess    of 

1886  

Deduct  total  increase  in  all 
manufactures  •• 

Apparent  loss  on  aided  in- 
dustry 


25,633 

22,095 

3,538 


4,499 
3,538 

961 
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Total    value    of   manufactures,         £ 
1891,  of  all  descriptions         . .  8 ,  773 ,  887 

Total   value    of    manufactures, 

1886,  of  all  descriptions         . .  6 ,  711 ,  379 


Total  increase 


£2,062,458 


£ 


Increase  in  value  of  natural  in- 
dustries, 1891,  in  excess  of 
1886  2,068,263 

Deduct  total  in  orease . .  . .  2 ,  062 ,  458 


Apparent   loss    on  aided 
industry        ..  ..       £5,805 


Increase  in  Duties,  1888. 


Article. 


I  Apparel . . 
I  Hats  and  caps 

Blankets 
■  Woollens 
I  Soap 


Before  1888. 


After  1868. 


15  per  cent,  i  25  per  cent. 
15        m  1  20 

15  '  20 

15  I  20 

3s.6d.percwt.  5s.  per  cwt* 


Tax  by  Customs  on  Total  Value  of  Imports. 

New  Zealand    . .  . .  25   per  cent. 

Victoria  ..  ..  13J 

New  South  Wales  . .  12§ 

South  Australia  . .    8$ 


Hands 

6 

o 

Value  of             f        . 

i 

Articles. 

employed. 

1 
5 

i 

Manufactures.        j       « 

1         9 

1801.  !  1886. 

1 

1801. 

Incr 

i 

i 

i 
£                 £ 

£ 

£ 

Agricultural  implements 

528     836 

192 

. . 

144,4721     111,823 

32,649 

Tanneries,  fellmongering,  &c. 

1,196 

1,093 

103 

. . 

1,026,349'     634,915 

391,434 

Woollen-mills,  15  to  20  per  cent. . . 

1,175 

867 

808 

. . 

279,195!     194,811 

74,864 

Clothing  factories,  15  to  25  per  cent. 
Hat  and  cap  factories,  15  to  20  p.c. 

1,290 

1,269 

21 

. , 

166,579*     237,781 

71,202: 

112 

118 

6 

21,628|       13,695 

7,938 

Boots  and  shoes 

1,948 

1,654 

289 

.. 

403,786 

276,725 

127,011 

Flax-mills 

3,204 

249 

2,955 

. . 

234,266 

20,059 

214,207;       .. 

Meat-freezing  works 

1,568 

838 

730 

. . 

1,464,659 

543,878 

920,7811       .. 

Bacon 

84 

137 

. . 

58 

83,435 

58,799 

24,636|       . . 

Cheese  and  bacon 

269 

110 

159 

, , 

150,957 

43,094 

107,863j       .. 

Grain  mills 

499 

448 

51 

. . 

991,812 

754,830 

236,982        . . 

Biscuit  factories 

331 

185 

146 

. . 

127,147 

47,784 

79,863j       .. 

Fruit-preserving 

117 

216 

99 

27,255 

32,292 

..     1    4,93T 

Breweries 

476 

475 

1 

800,508 

825,182 

..     124,674 

Sauces  and  pickles 

41 

85 

6 

, . 

6,407 

8,145 

3, 2621       .. 

Soap  and  candles 

209 

204 

5 

. . 

155,714 

130,745 

24,969|       . . 

Sausage-skins,  violin-strings 

78 

6 

67 

10,582 

Nil 

10,5821       .. 

Sawmills 

3,266 

5,042 

1,776 

832,959 

1,177,713 

. . 

344,754 

Stocking  factories 

51 

168 

. . 

117 

5,650 

6,200 

, . 

550 

Fish-curing 

140 

122 

18 

. . 

19,587 

12,182 

7,355 

Lime  and  cement 

209 

204 

5 

19,416 

16,928 

2,488 

. . 

Tinware 

93 

40 

53 

14,297 

8,500 

5,797 

. . 

Gleaning  and  dyeing 

48 

33 

15 

•• 

13,667 

4,510 

9,157 

•" 

Importations,    (From  Statistics, 

1894.) 

Articles. 

1887. 

1804. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase  in 
Duty. 

Apparel  and  slops 
Boots  and  shoes. . 
Hats  and  caps 
Woollens 
Fruits  .. 

£ 

169,521 

159,850 

28,475 

97,887 

123,506 

£ 
801,774 
189,455 
46,785 
178,668 
183,829 

£ 
182,253 

18*310 
81,331 
10,823 

£ 
19,895 

Per  Cent. 
15  to  25 

15  to  20 
15  to  20 

Notwithstanding  the  faot  that  there  was  a 
considerable  inorease  in  the  duties  on  the  pro- 
tected industries,  the  figures  show  that  there 
was  an  actual  reduction  in  the  number  of 
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hands  employed  in  the  protected  industries, 
and  also  in  their  output.  There  was  an  in- 
orease in  the  total  number  of  hands  employed 
in  all  industries  between  1886  and   1891    oi 
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D,538,  whilst  during  the  same  period  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  hands  employed 
in  natural  industries  of  4,499,  thus  showing  a 
loss  of  961  hands  in  the  protected  industries. 
And  so  again,  the  value  of  the  natural  in- 
dustries in  1891  in  excess  of  those  of  1886 
amounted  to  £2,068,263,  whereas  the  value  of 
all  industries  was  £2,062,458,  showing  a  loss 
on  aided  industries  of  £5,805,  notwithstanding 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  tariff  of  from  15 
per  cent,  to  25  per  oent.  Sir,  if  J  had  time 
I  could  put  before  the  House  a  vast  amount 
of  interesting  material  to  show  that  in  these 
clothing  factories  there  was  only  an  increase 
of  twenty -one  hands,  and  a  diminution  in 
their  output  of  £71,202.  Why  should  not  some 
Colonial  Treasurer  have  the  courage  to  boldly 
face  the  question,  and  not  have  a  wretched 
tinkering  with  the  tariff  like  the  present  one, 
•but  a  reform  on  broad  lines,  so  that  we 
should  understand  whither  we  are  going?  We 
should  try,  instead  of  making  everything  dear, 
to  make  everything  cheap.  Manufactures 
would  then  spring  into  existence,  cultivation 
-would  be  greater,  and  the  country  would  forge 
vapidly  ahead.  But,  as  long  as  Ministers  think 
the  only  way  to  make  people  happy,  to  make 
the  country  prosperous,  is  to  tax  their  fruit, 
their  medicine,  and  everything  they  use  or  con- 
sume, this  country  will  decline  in  wealth.  It 
will  decline,  I  believe,  and  a  day  will  come 
when  it  will  sink  into  a  miserable  colony  in- 
stead of  being  the  great  colony  we  might  be — 
the  distributing  centre  of  the  southern  seas. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  have  been  somewhat 
amused  at  the  speech  we  have  just  now  listened 
to.  The  honourable  member  reminded  me  very 
much  of  a  large-sized  humble-bee  going  from 
flower  to  flower — plenty  of  humming,  yet  no 
honey  gathered,  and  withal  so  heavy  and 
^clumsy  that  he  broke  the  stems  of  the  deli- 
cate and  sensitive  plants,  and  spoiled  a  thing 
of  beauty.  Sir,  there  was  nothing  gained  by 
a  speech  of  such  a  character,  more  especially 
when  dealing  with  a  tariff.  What  will  the 
•country  profit  by  the  speech  we  have  just  now 
listened  to  ?  Absolutely  nil.  I  say  that  it  is 
the  most  mediocre  speech  that  I  ever  heard 
fall  from  the  lips  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion on  such  an  occasion  as  this.  But,  Sir, 
we  must  look  to  the  cause,  and  it  is  not  far 
to  seek.  On  the  15th  of  August,  I  think,  the 
honourable  member  gave  notice  of  an  amend- 
ment. Well,  I  told  him  on  that  occasion 
that  we  would  watch  events.  I  said  we  should 
take  that  amendment  and  treat  in  a  proper 
way.  We  did  so.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  an  unmerciful  thrashing,  and  he  was 
afraid  to  move  the  adverse  motion  to-day, 
knowing  full  well  that  if  he  did  he  ran  the 
risk  of  a  second  edition.  He  has  told  the 
House  that  he  refrained  from  doing  it  in  order 
that  honourable  members  may  be  allowed  to 
vote  according  to  their  consciences.  Sir,  it  is 
the  honourable  gentleman's  conscience  that  is 
giving  way.  We  thank  him  for  nothing.  I 
might  remind  him  of  the  threat  he  then  held 
out,  that,  no  matter  what  might  occur,  he  would 
move  his  amendment—"  let  the  consequences 


be  what  they,  may."  Where  is  that  amend- 
ment? 

Mr.  BELL. — Where  are  the  resolutions? 

Mr.  SED DON.— Will  the  honourable  mem- 
ber permit  me  to  look  at  him  ?  May  I  reply  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  without  interrup- 
tion ?  May  I  smile  at  the  honourable  member? 
Will  the  honourable  member  look  at  what  I 
hold  in  my  hand  ?  The  resolutions  from  Ways 
and  Means  are  in  this  Bill,  and  if  he  requires  a 
magnifying-glass  to  see  them  I  will  oblige  him. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell)  asks  me  where  the  resolutions  are, 
and  I  say  they  are  in  this  Bill  now  under  dis- 
cussion. I  do  not  expect  to  please  honourable 
members  opposite ;  but  I  would  remind  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  of  the  episode  that 
occurred  some  years  ago.  I  will  take  members 
back  to  1888.  At  that  time  the  honourable 
member  was  a  prominent  supporter  of  the 
Atkinson  party,  and  he  then  made  a  speech 
against  the  tariff  brought  down  by  his  leader, 
much  more  vigorous,  much  more  to  the  point, 
and  much  more  to  the  benefit  of  free-trade 
than  the  speech  he  has  made  to-day.  He 
denounced  the  Atkinson  Government.  He  de- 
nounced his  leader,  and  those  who  were  work- 
ing with  him,  in  unmeasured  terms.  In  fact, 
I  think  he  went  so  far  as  to  call  his  leader 
worse  than  a  footpad ;  and  only  a  few  weeks 
after  that  we  found  the  honourable  gentleman 
sitting  side  by  side,  cheek  by  jowl  with  the 
leader  whom  he  had  termed  worse  than  a 
footpad.  Is  it  a  case  of  coming  events  casting 
their  shadows  before  ?  Does  it  mean  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  is  to-day  fighting 
the  Government  on  this  Bill  will  be,  if  history 
repeats  itself,  eighteen  months  from  this  sitting 
side  by  side  with  me  ?  If  that  is  so,  he  will  be 
found,  for  once  in  his  life,  in  good  political 
company.  Sir,  I  take  exception  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  saying  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer could  not  tell  what  revenue  he  was  re- 
ceiving under  the  tariff  now  proposed.  The 
honourable  gentleman  did  a  grave  injustice  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
is  not  a  walking  encyclopaedia,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible for  him  to  carry  in  his  head  the  whole  of 
the  figures.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  found  that 
the  return  he  referred  to  was  not  amongst  his 
papers,  and  he  said,  "I  have  had  the  return 
prepared,  and  I  will  give  it  to  the  honourable 
member  later  on."  Now,  I  say  it  is  grossly 
unfair,  even  for  the  purposes  of  debate,  to  at- 
tempt to  misrepresent  an  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  not  a  return  before  him  showing 
what  revenue  would  be  received  from  the  tariff. 
I  say,  let  us  have  fair  fighting;  and  if  the 
honourable  member's  memory  is  so  defective 
that  he  cannot  remember  for  ten  minutes  what 
the  Treasurer  has  said  to  him,  I  feel  very  sorry 
indeed.  The  return  has  been  prepared,  and 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  in  possession  of  it. 
He  has  gone  into  it  in  a  careful  manner,  and 
it  is  not  fair  to  tell  the  members  of  this  House 
that  it  has  not  been  prepared,  or  that  the 
Treasurer  does  not  know  what  revenue  he  will 
receive  from  the  Bill  now  before  us.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  wants  to  know   what 
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line  of  policy  permeates  the  present  tariff  pro- 
posals. Well,  I  say  that  there  is  a  progressive 
and  well-thought-out  policy  permeating  this 
tariff,  a  polioy  which  is  necessary  in  the  in- 
terests of  this  country.  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  wished  to  impress  upon  us  that 
something  revolutionary  is  necessary.  He 
would  do  away  with  revenue  from  Customs. 
He  would  bring  in  a  tariff  on  free- trade  lines. 
And  I  will  ask  honourable  members  this  :  If 
indirect  taxation  is  to  be  abolished,  where  is  he 
to  receive  his  revenue  from?  Ho  would  have 
to  double  or  treble  the  direct  taxation  of  this 
country.  He  would  no  doubt  bring  in  a  pro- 
perty-tax, or  adopt  the  single-tax  views  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  altogether, 
and  make  the  whole  of  the  direct  taxation 
oome  from  the  lands  of  the  colony.  What  else 
is  there  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  do  if 
he  carries  his  policy,  exoept  to  revert  to  the 
single-tax  ?  It  may  sound  very  nice  to  mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  House  to  hear  this; 
but,  if  you  bring  it  to  a  practical  issue,  where 
is  the  honourable  gentleman  ?  Does  he  think 
to  delude  members?  Are  members  to  believe 
that  his  party  will  increase  the  taxation  on 
landed  properties  ?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  True 
to  traditions,  they  would  impose  taxation  upon 
any  one  but  themselves.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  honourable  member  desires  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  down  a  tariff  and  declare  it  a 
party  question,  on  policy  lines  only,  then  I  say 
it  would  be  a  departure  from  all  well-recognised 
rules  that  have  obtained  in  this  country,  and 
which  I  hope  will  always  obtain.  We  know  that 
in  1888  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  passed  his  tariff  with 
the  assistance  of  myself  and  leading  members 
of  the  Opposition.  But  at  that  time  there  were 
also  those  who  were  intriguing.  There  were  the 
then  member  for  Inangahua  and  the  member 
for  Mount  Ida,  together  with  the  late  member 
for  Manawatu,  and  other  maloontents,  who 
were  intriguing  for  the  overthrow  of  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  was 
not  a  party  to  anything  of  that  kind.  I  will 
make  that  plain.  I  can  understand  now  the 
difficulties  that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  and  his  Ad- 
ministration had  to  contend  with  in  getting  his 
tariff  through  in  1888.  But  they  did  not  make 
it  a  policy  measure;  and  we  have  not  made 
this  a  question  of  policy. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— You  would  have  done 
so  if  I  had  moved  my  resolution. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes;  unmistakably  I  would 
then  have  made  it  a  party  question,  and  would 
have  refused  to  be  dictated  to.  Thp  Government 
must  lead  the  House  and  the  country;  and 
I  say  we  are  leading  it,  though  we  desire  on 
the  question  of  the  tariff  to  have  the  assistance 
of  every  right-thinking  member  in  the  House. 
No  Government  can  bring  down  a  tariff  that  is 
perfect.  You  cannot  take  the  assistance  or 
advice  of  outside  experts.  You  cannot  even 
converse  on  this  subject  with  your  best  friends, 
because  information  will  leak  out,  and  it  might 
be  used  for  private  gains.  I  therefore  say  that 
when  the  Government  of  the  day  comes  to  the 
question  of  the  tariff  they  must  do  as  this 
Government  has  done,  and  previous  Govern- 
Mr.Seddon 


ments  have  done,  and  endeavour  to  make  a 
tariff  that  will  last  a  long  time,  and  to  make  it 
as  perfect  as  possible.  The  honourable  member 
says  the  anomalies  in  the  existing  tariff  have 
not  been  removed.  Will  members  believe  it 
when  I  say  that  from  day  to  day  and  from 
week  to  week  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  has 
to  give  decisions  fixing  duties'.  Since  1888  there 
have  been  so  many  textiles  springing  into  ex- 
istence that  were  previously  unknown  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs  and  Customs  officers- 
have  been  compelled  to  fix  duties,  owing  to 
the  tariff  not  being  up  to  date.  That  state 
of  things  could  not  be  allowed  to  continue. 
Taking  the  proposals  of  the  Government  all 
round,  there  are  only  some  six  items  to  which 
exception  has  been  taken. 

An  Hon.  Member. — There  are  scores. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  may  be,  of  course. 
When  we  get  into  Committee  there  may  be 
exception  taken  to  other  items;  but  at  the 
present  time  there  are  only  the  items  of  tea, 
fruit,  boots,  linseed-oil,  and  flannelette  that 
have  been  attacked.  However,  if  honourable 
members  have  time,  and  get  their  own  sweet 
will,  they  will  have  no  difficulty  in  picking  out 
others;  but  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof :  when  the  time  comes,  if  the  amend- 
ments proposed  interfere  too  far  with  the  reve- 
nue, we  shall  tell  them  we  cannot  accept  them. 
So  long  as  they  improve  the  tariff  we  shall  be 
glad  to  adopt  them,  but  we  must  insist  on. 
maintaining  a  strong  finance.  I  had  hoped 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have 
thrown  some  light  on  this  matter,  and  given 
us  some  good  points. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  You  are  not  giving: 
many. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  am  answering  the  speeoh 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay; 
and  it  is  very  difficult  to  follow  a  speech  of 
that  kind,  there  being  nothing  in  it.  Now,, 
as  regards  the  alterations,  I  believe  the  tariff 
has  been  improved.  Take  the  item  of  boots : 
Our  first  proposal  as  brought  down  was  that 
there  should  be  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  placed 
upon  these  boots.  Then  representations  were 
made,  coming  from  members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  and  from  manufacturers  and  opera- 
tives, and  we  brought  down  amended  pro- 
posals, and  —  would  honourable  members  be- 
lieve it ! — the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  assisted 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha,  moved 
in  the  direction  of  adhering  to  our  original 
proposals  of  the  25  per  cent.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  found  voting  in  the  lobby  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  to  rein- 
state the  original  proposals  of  the  Government, 
which  gave  us  considerably  more  revenue  than 
the  amended  proposals. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  know  what  I  am  saying. 
I  say  it  will  give  us  more  revenue;  and  we  were 
delighted  when  we  found  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position supporting  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha,  and  going  into  the  lobby  to  carry  pro- 
posals which  gave  us  more  revenue.    If  they 

.  oa     will  only  make  further  amendments  of 
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all  regret  the  action  they  have  taken.  Now, 
in  regard  to  the  constitutional  phase  of  the 
question  raised  by  the  honourable  member :  I 
admit  that  there  are  some  subjects  the  honour- 
able gentleman  can  deal  with  intelligently  ; 
but  when  it  comes  to  a  question  of  our  Con- 
stitution, or  our  privileges,  then  the  honour- 
able member  had  better  leave  that  alone,  for  his 
own  sake.  It  shows  me  very  plainly  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  party  are  in 
touch  with  the  majority  in  another  place.  I 
unhesitatingly  say  that  I  speak  the  mind  of 
this  colony  when  I  say  that  the  Opposition  are 
in  touch  with  a  large  majority  in  another  place, 
and  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  by  what 
he  said  this  afternoon,  was  absdlutely  inviting 
those  in  another  place  to  interfere  with  and 
to  reject  what  is  practically  a  money  Bill.  It 
is  a  strange  thing  to  find  a  representative  of 
the  people  in  this  House — the  people's  Cham- 
ber— rising  in  his  place  and  straining  every 
nerve  to  increase  the  privileges  of  another 
place  ;  and  I  may  at  once  say  that  for  the 
time  being  I  was  surprised  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  have  taken  up  that 
course.  He  should  not  forget  that  he  is  the 
representative  of  the  people,  and  he  ought  to 
be  only  too  glad  to  protect  their  privileges,  in- 
stead of  sometimes  going  in  the  direction  of 
taking  them  away. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  You  recognise  that 
yourself. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  recognise  that  the  honour- 
able member  is  very  inconsistent,  and  I  recog- 
nise that  this  political  point  in  his  speech  was 
made  for  the  purpose  of  appealing  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council  to  do  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber has  failed  to  do  in  this  House.  Then,  he 
has  a  bit  of  an  insight,  by  what  has  been  done 
here,  into  what  may  be  done  in  another  place  ; 
and  I  say  that  in  opposing  the  honourable 
gentleman's  suggestions  on  the  Tariff  Bill — 
who,  of  course,  is  following  the  usual  course — 
there  is  nothing  whatever  unprecedented. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  say  the  honour- 
able member  was  very  much  out  of  place  in 
saying  what  he  said  and  doing  what  he  did  in 
this  respect. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  Will  the  honourable 
member  tell  us  how  much  they  are  going  to 
get  from  the  tariff  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  not  to  be  drawn.  The 
honourable  member  expressed  his  very  great 
regret  that  there  were  115  artioles  from  which 
£6,000  of  revenue  was  obtained  ;  and,  forsooth, 
said  he,  why  not  strike  these  articles  off  ?  Why 
allot  115  artioles  to  bring  in  £6,000  of  revenue  ? 
Let  me  tell  the  honourable  member  this  :  You 
strike  off  these  115  articles,  and  the  very  anoma- 
lies we  are  seeking  to  remove  and  to  protect 
the  country  against  will  continue.  They  have 
to  be  kept  there  as  a  precautionary  measure, 
and,  if  not  kept  there,  it  is  not  £6,000  that  you 
would  lose  by  striking  these  items  out  of  tbe 
tariff,  but  probably  £60,000  per  year.  That  is 
the  reason  why  these  items  are  kept  upon  the 
list.  The  honourable  member  must  know  that 
he  has  never  troubled  himself  about  the  tariff. 
But  I  wish  him  well ;  and  my  best  wish  is  that 


he  may  never,  in  his  political  life,  be  troubled 
with  a  tariff,  because  if  such  a  contingency 
arose  he  would  find  it  the  greatest  trouble  in 
his  life,  and  he  would  not  be  equal  to  the  task. 
Then,  as  to  what  the  honourable  member  told 
us  with  regard  to  shirtings.  He  said  we  had 
reduced  the  tariff  as  regards  the  higher-class 
shirtings,  and  that  as  regards  the  shirtings  used 
by  the  poorer  people  we  had  increased  the 
tariff  upon  that  class  of  material.  The  honour- 
able member  cannot  forget  that,  in  the  classi- 
fication which  is  now  in  the  Bill,,  as  far  as 
taxation  is  at  present  imposed  there  has  been 
a  difficulty,  in  the  way  of  experts  being  unable 
to  determine  what  amount  was  ohargeable  on 
these  shirtings;  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
when  speaking,  told  the  House  very  clearly 
that  in  Committee  he  intended  to  move — and 
he  did  move  —  that  flannelette  should  be  re- 
duced to  10  per  cent.,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
reduction  on  shirting,  and  that  a  certain  class 
should  be  placed  on  the  free-list.  That  was 
stated  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer;  and  I  must 
remind  the  honourable  member  that  is  so, 
because  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
threw  an  interjection  across  the  table  that  we 
should  get  into  the  original  difficulty.  Now,  the 
member  for  Clutha  is  an  expert,  and  knows 
what  he  is  speaking  about.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  did  not  know  what  he  was  talking 
about ;  and  1  say  that,  as  regards  the  cheap 
prints,  the  proposal  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
will  remove  the  anomalies  which  exist,  and  the 
lower -price  prints  will  pay  the  lesser  duty. 
Therefore  there  is  no  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  increase  the  taxation  upon 
the  poor  people  of  this  colony.  I  come  now  to 
the  question  the  honourable  member  raised  in 
regard  to  increases.  As  he  said,  there  is  to  be 
an  inorease  on  works  of  art  and  on  pictures ; 
and  in  that  connection  the  honourable  mem- 
ber drew  a  most  painful  picture  respecting  the 
photograph  of  his  grandmother,  and  he  said 
that  when  his  grandmother's  photograph  ar- 
rived in  the  colony  3d.  would  have  to  be  paid 
on  that  particular  photograph.  Now,  if  we 
were  to  go  back,  and  admit  the  Darwinian 
view  of  the  question  to  be  correct,  and  if  we 
got  the  photographs  of  our  progenitors,  we 
should  have  a  difficulty  in  tracing  a  family 
resemblance,  and  would  not  objeot  to  pay  3d., 
or,  perhaps,  3s.,  if  by  doing  so  they  would 
be  kept  out  of  the  colony.  We  saw  some  of 
those  progenitors  the  other  night  in  the  Opera 
House,  and  I  should  say  there  is  nothing  very 
handsome  about  them,  nor  do  I  think  mem- 
bers would  be  in  a  hurry  to  claim  relation- 
ship. I  will  give  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  the  reason  why,  in  respect 
to  these  photographs,  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary to  alter  the  tariff.  The  photographers 
complained  that  negatives  were  taken  in  New 
Zealand  of  New  Zealand  scenes,  and  were  sent 
to  China,  to  England,  and  to  the  Continent  to 
be  finished,  and  then  returned  to  the  colony 
duty-free.  They  also  complained  that  photo- 
graphs were  sent  out  of  the  colony,  and  again 
brought  in,  in  enlarged  size,  duty-free.  Now, 
we  have  in  New  Zealand  men  who  have  built 
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up  a  large  trade,  and  who  can  make  a  very 
good  picture ;  and  therefore  why  should  we 
not  encourage  our  own  people  ?  Why  should 
negatives  he  taken  here  and  sent  out  of  the 
colony  to  China  to  be  enlarged? — because  a 
great  deal  of  this  cheap  work  is  done  in  China. 
Under  these  circumstances  we  have,  I  think, 
done  the  proper  thing  in  protecting  ourselves. 
In  regard  to  the  question  of  matches,  I  regret 
that  the  time -limit  prevents  my  answering 
the  honourable  gentleman  very  fully  on  that 
question.  As  regards  matches,  he  must  admit 
that  matches  to-day  are  cheaper  than  they  were 
when  the  original  tariff  was  imposed  some 
years  ago.  If  he  were  to  take  the  price  of  the 
imported  wax  vestas,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  price  of  the  matches  in  the  colony  from 
the  commencement  of  the  industry  in  New 
Zealand  was  very  much  less  than  it  was 
before  that  industry  was  established ;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  they  will  yet  be  much  cheaper. 
The  honourable  member  has  again  charged 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  with  having  taken  from 
the  people  of  the  colony  their  just  rights,  be- 
cause, he  said,  Mr.  Bell  had  made  a  state- 
ment that  a  promise  has  been  given  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  so  long  as  the  pre- 
sent Government  was  in  power  there  should 
be  no  reduction  in  the  tariff  on  matches.  I 
denied  that  the  other  night,  and  the  ques- 
tion was,  what  should  decide  as  between  the 
honourable  member  and  myself  and  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer.  A  letter  from  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  Mr.  Bell  was  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House,  and  in  that  letter  there  is  not  one 
single  clause  in  respect  to  what  the  honourable 
member  has  stated.  The  letter  states  that  the 
Government  will  be  prepared  to  let  in  free  of 
duty  machinery  that  could  not  be  made  in 
the  colony,  chlorate  of  potash,  ground  glass, 
card-board  boxes,  tin  boxes,  and  stearine.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  never  made  the  statement, 
and  never  gave  the  promise,  that  so  long  as  this 
Government  was  in  office  the  tariff  should  not 
be  interfered  with  as  regards  wax  matches. 
Quite  the  contrary ;  for  in  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion he  stated  that  the  concession  which  he 
thought  might  be  granted  would  require  to 
be  ratified  by  Parliament.  Then,  the  honour- 
able member,  I  think,  mentioned  the  fact 
that  we  had  placed  an  increased  duty  on 
orders  that  were  sent  Home  for  men's  cloth- 
ing and  for  ladies'  dresses.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  say — and  I  say  it  without  fear  of 
contradiction  —  that  we  have  in  New  Zea- 
land tailors  and  tailore6ses  who  are  equal  to 
the  workpeople  at  Home,  and  who  can  make 
suits  just  as  good  and  to  look  just  as  nice  as 
those  that  oau  be  made  in  and  imported  from 
the  Mother-country.  It  is  necessary  that  we 
who  live  in  the  country,  who  enjoy  all  the 
blessings  we  enjoy  here,  should  assist  to  sup- 
port those  who  are  working  around  us ;  and  it 
matters  very  little,  as  Burns  wrote,  as  to  how  a 
man  is  clad,  or  as  to  what  station  in  life  he 
holds, — 

The  rank  is  but  the  guinea  stamp : 
A  man's  a  man  for  a'  that. 

We  should  never  judge  a  man  by  the  cut  of 

Mr.  Seddon 


his  coat :  those  who  do  so  will  find  themselves 
woefully  "  sold  "  in  ninety  cases  out  of  a  hun- 
dred. And,  Sir,  I  say  that  in  that  respect 
those  who  wish  to  have  the  luxury  of  Home- 
made suits  should  pay  the  extra  duty.  Now 
we  come  to  the  ladies.  As  regards  the  milliners 
and  dressmakers  of  the  colony,  I  believe  that 
the  ladies  so  engaged  can  turn  out  goods  equal 
to  what  come  from  Worth,  of  Paris.  Having 
colonial  experience,  they  know  what  meets  the 
taste  of  their  patrons,  and  what  is  beautiful, 
tasteful,  and  pleasing,  at  the  same  time  not 
forgetting  comfort.  If  you  go  into  a  ballroom 
in  any  of  the  large  centres  of  the  colony  you 
will  see  there  dresses  as  beautiful  and  as  well 
made  as  those  that  come  from  Paris.  Those 
in  our  midst  who  have  means,  and  who  wish 
the  whole  of  the  money  to  be  sent  out  of  the 
colony,  and  not  to  allow  the  drapers  and  dress- 
makers in  the  colony  to  have  any  benefit  from 
it,  are  by  the  tariff  called  upon  to  pay  40  per 
cent,  upon  imported  dresses.  It  is  a  voluntary 
tax,  for  they  can  save  themselves  by  taking  the 
colonial-made  article.  Therefore  what  we  are; 
doing  in  this  respect  will,  I  am  sure,  meet 
with  the  general  approval  of  all  concerned.  I 
thought  of  a  line,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  speaking  about  our  great -grand- 
mothers, and  especially  as  to  the  first  advent 
of  man.  There  was  no  tariff  in  those  days:  in 
the  words  of  the  poet,  beauty  is,  "  when  un- 
adorned, adorned  the  most." 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  want  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  letter  laid  on  the  table  yesterday  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer — I  did  not  see  it ;  but 
in  the  evidence  given  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission there  is  the  sworn  evidence  of  Mr.  Bell 
that  he  has  verbally  and  in  writing  a  promise 
from  the  Colonial  Treasurer ;  and  under  those 
circumstances  I  maintain  that  I  was  quite 
right  in  saying  that  a  promise  had  been  made. 

Mr.  TANNER.— The  evidence  given  before 
the  Tariff  Commission  was  not  sworn  evidence. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  evidence  was  not  sworn. 
I  wish  to  correct  the  honourable  member  re- 
garding tho  letter  which  is  referred  to  in  Mr. 
Bell's  evidence.  The  letter  I  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House  last  night  I  desire  to  read  to  the 
House : — 

"  Treasury,  Wellington, 

"  11th  July,  1894. 

"  Sir, — Referring  to  the  interview  of  yester- 
day, and  to  the  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of  your  proposal  to  establish  a  new  industry 
for  the  manufacture  of  wax  vestas,  I  have  the 
honour,  by  direction  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
to  inform  you  that  he  is  anxious  to  foster  such 
new  enterprise,  and  will  be  happy  to  assist  so 
far  as  lies  in  his  power. 

44 1.  The  Government  will  be  prepared  to  re- 
commend to  Parliament  such  remission  of  duty 
as  may  be  desirable  upon  machinery  imported 
for  the  purpose  of  the  proposed  industry,  it 
being  understood  such  machinery  cannot  be 
made  in  the  colony. 

*'  2.  Card  boxes  for  vestas  are  not  liable  to 
duty. 
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"3.  Tin  boxes  for  vestas  will  be  subject  to 
•25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  as  tinware. 

"  4.  Chlorate  of  potash  appears  to  be  subject 
to  IS  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  as  a  drug. 

••  5.  Ground  glass  is  free  of  duty. 

"6.  Saponified  stearine  is  unknown  to  the 
•Customs  Department ;  and,  as  stearine  is  not 
imported  at  present,  the  question  of  duty  upon 
saponified  stearine  had  better,  it  is  thought,  be 
left  over  until  the  article  has  been  examined  by 
the  department. 

"It  is  hoped  the  above  assurances  of  the 
•Government's  desire  to  assist  in  establishing 
a  valuable  industry  such  as  you  propose  will 
meet  your  wishes  and  enable  you  to  start  the 
new  works  with  little  delay. — I  have,  &c, 
"  J.  B.  Hbywood, 
"  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

"  Chas.  R.  E.  Bell,  Esq." 

That  is  whatus  said  in  the  letter :  not  that  I 
was  going  to  usurp  the  powers  of  Parliament, 
not  that  I  had  made  a  promise  that  no  altera- 
tion in  the  duty  on  matches  would  take  place 
-during  the  present  Government's  term  of  office, 
but  that  I  was  "prepared  to  recommend  to 
Parliament";  and  that  is  the  very  point  the 
■honourable  gentleman  made  so  much  of. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Would  the  honourable 
gentleman  mind  telling  us  how  much  he  is 
going  to  get  out  of  this  tariff  ? 

Mr.  WARD.  — I  will  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman — and  I  desire  to  say  that  he  did 
not  hear  what  I  said  before.  I  said  I  had  a 
-statement  prepared,  and  that  it  was  among  my 
papers.  The  difference  between  the  alterations 
we  are  now  making  and  our  former  proposals 
will  result  in  an  actual  gain  to  the  revenue  on 
•the  whole  of  the  proposals,  on  a  careful  esti- 
mate, of  £4,000. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE. —Sir,  I  suppose  I 
■shall  have  to  gallop  with  the  speed  of  light- 
ning through  what  I  have  to  say  in  connection 
with  this  important  national  question,  seeing 
that  the  gag  is  to  be  applied  once  more.  The 
£1,000  the  Treasurer  speaks  of  is  quite  a  fal- 
lacy. The  revenue  will  get  £20,000.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  not  compiled  the 
estimate  himself — he  cannot  carry  the  figures 
in  his  mind ;  and  it  is  possible  he  may  be  wrong 
in  this  respect.  Regarding  the  question  of  this 
match  trade,  I  was  present  and  heard  what 
transpired,  making  it  conclusive.  The  Chair- 
man asked, — 

"  638.  What  is  you  name  in  full,  Mr.  Bell  ? 
— Charles  Robert  Edward  Bell.  Mr.  Phillips 
accompanies  me  in  this  interview,  as  he  is  our 
agent  in  the  colony. 

"  639.  What  is  your  business  ?  —  Match- 
manufacturer.  I  am  managing  director  of 
the  firm  of  R.  Bell  and  Co.,  London.  The 
factory  in  Wellington  is  a  branch  of  the  Lon- 
don business,  and  I  am  managing  director  of 
the  whole  concern. 

"  640.  What  representations  do  you  desire  to 
make  to  the  Commission  ? — I  had  not  intended 
to  appear  before  the  Commission,  but  I  saw 
from  the  papers  that  you  had  had  some  evi- 
dence as  to  a  matoh-factory  before  you,  and  I 
.thought  it  would  be  as  well  for  me  to  come  and 


explain  to  you  that  when  I  first  came  here  I 
had  an  interview  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward  rela- 
tive to  the  establishment  of  a  match-factory, 
and  I  asked  what  inducements  the  Government 
would  give  me  to  establish  a  business  here. 
He  received  me  cordially,  and  expressed  him- 
self favourable  to  the  establishment  of  a  match 
or  any  other  factory,  and  said  they  would  give 
me  all  the  help  they  could.  I  spoke  to  him 
about  the  tariff,  and  asked  if  there  was  likely 
to  be  any  alteration  in  it,  and  he  told  me  I 
could  rest  quite  assured,  not  only  verbally,  but 
he  also  wrote  me,  that  there  would  be  no  altera- 
tion in  the  tariff  during  the  time  the  present 
Government  lasted. 

"  641.  Do  you  mean  no  alteration  in  the 
tariff  at  all,  or  in  that  particular  item — 
matches?— In  that  particular  industry  I  was 
about  to  establish.  In  view  of  this  fact,  I 
took  some  premises  here,  and  started  in  a 
small  way,  to  see  how  the  thing  went.  I  am 
about  purchasing  a  piece  of  land  to  put  up  a 
larger  and  more  suitable  factory. 

14  642.  Mr.  Tanner.]  Did  Mr.  Ward  say,  dur- 
ing the  term  of  the  present  Government  or 
present  Parliament?  —  The  present  Govern- 
ment. 

"643.  Then,  did  you  understand  that  if  they 
were  in  power  fifty  years  there  would  be  no 
alteration  in  that  item  ? — Not  in  my  particular 
industry." 

Now,  I  want  to  address  a  few  words  to  the 
Premier  regarding  motives.  There  is  no  mem- 
ber who  has  recently  tried  to  preach  so  much  as 
the  Premier,  who  has  endeavoured  to  assume 
so  much.  Last  night  we  had  a  little  example 
of  that.  He  said  that  honourable  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  were  unfair  in  debate. 
Surely  we  could  not  be  more  so  than  he  was 
when  he  called  gentlemen  who  have  faithfully 
served  this  colony  intriguers — men  who  are  no 
longer  in  the  House  to  defend  themselves, 
some  of  whom  have  gone  to  their  long  rest,  and 
cannot  now  reply  to  the  improper,  ungenerous, 
and  untrue  statements  that  have  been  made 
by  the  Premier  about  them.  But  it  is  charac- 
teristic of  this  Government.  No  sooner  was 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  dead  than  a  member  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  Ministry  perambulated 
this  country  from  end  to  end,  and  declared  he 
was  guilty  of  all  sorts  of  improper  practices, 
— jobbery  and  corruption  and  so  on.  Would 
Ministers  have  dared  to  make  use  of  expres- 
sions of  that  sort  had  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  been 
still  in  this  House  ?  No,  they  would  have  gone 
somewhere  else  behind  his  back  to  make  com- 
plaints of  that  sort.  If  any  man  is  to  impute 
improper  motives  it  should  not  be  the  Premier, 
after  what  we  have  seen  here  from  himself  and 
his  colleagues  in  matters  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  does  not  alter  facts. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— It  is  incorrect  and 
untrue.  They  were  not  intriguers  ;  they  were 
Free-traders,  men  who  held  to  their  principles 
rather  than  party;  and  they  have  shown  a 
bright  example  to  a  number  of  the  followers  of 
this  Government  who  go  into  one  lobby  one 
night  and  into  another  another  night  as  they 
are  told  by  the  Premier.    The  gentlemen  re- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3*6  Customs  and  Excise  [HOUSE.] 


Duties  Bill. 


[Sept.  1& 


ferred  to  by  the  Premier  had  to  stand  all  the 
kicks,  and  got  none  of  the  halfpence ;  but  they 
were  true  to  their  principles,  and  have  consist- 
ently adhered  to  them  up  to  the  present ;  and 
that  is  more  than  can  be  said  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  many  of  his  followers. 
Now,  to  come  to  the  question  of  the  duty  on 
boots.  The  Treasurer  declared  last  night  that 
the  motion  I  carried  placed  a  higher  duty  on 
boots  than  then  existed. 

Mr.  WARD.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  —  What  does  the 
honourable  gentleman  mean  ?  Does  he  know 
that  here  is  his  own  return  he  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House,  in  which  the  very  lowest 
duty  in  the  schedule  is  25*  per  cent.,  and  it  goes 
up  as  high  as  82*  per  cent.,  and  my  motion 
carried  25  per  cent,  all  round?  I  insert  the 
return,  which  speaks  for  itself. 

Table  showing  Effect  of  Proposed  Alteration 
oil  Boots. 
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The  return  is  issued  by  the  Treasurer  himself. 
And  yet  he  rises  in  this  Chamber  and,  in  that 
flippant,  jocular  style  of  his,  congratulates  me 
on  having  secured  an  increased  duty  on  these 
boots.  He  is  absolutely  wrong,  according  to  his 
own  paper,  which  he  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  To  come  back  once  more  to  the  Pre- 
mier. He  referred  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
tariff  in  1888.  Sir,  they  have  had  six  editions 
of  the  tariff  before  the  House,  while  there  was 
but  one  resolution  attached  to  the  tariff  of  1888, 
and  that  was  carried  almost  in  toto.  The  fact 
of  the  matter  is  that  the  Treasurer  has  not  had 
time,  nor  has  he  had  the  assistance  of  his  col- 
leagues in  framing  this  tariff.  He  has  done 
the  best  he  could  with  the  time  at  his  disposal, 
but  a  tariff  ought  not  to  be  brought  down  till 
it  has  been  more  thoroughly  prepared.  I  am 
not  going  to  condemn  the  tariff  in  toto,  because 
it  contains  a  large  number  of  very-much-needed 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


improvements.    It  has  classified  and  arranged 
numbers  of  very  intricate  items  under  reason- 
able heads.    Bat  where  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  departed  from  the  recommendations 
of  the  Tariff  Commission,  which  were  carefully 
thought  out — although  I  did  not  agree  with 
them  all — I  was  on  that  Commission,  and  had. 
ample  opportunity  of  gaining  information  on 
every  subject  through  the  length  and  breadth 
of  New  Zealand,  and  therefore  I  am  entitled, 
to  speak  almost  as  an  expert  on  the  subject 
— immediately  he   departs   from    the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Tariff  Commission,  so  soon 
does  he  get  into  trouble  of  a  difficult  kind. 
Then,  he  has  brought  forward  once  more  the 
very  difficulties  we  attempted  to  avoid.   He  has 
reintroduced    anomalies    in    connection   with 
"  bolts  and  nuts."    Then  there  is  the  question 
— the  most  vexed  of  all  the  tariff — in  connec- 
tion with  the  stuff  called  flannelettes.     They 
have    also    introduced    a   differential  rate  up 
to  certain  values  in  certain  goods,  and  beyond 
that  class  the  goods  have   to  be  of  a  higher- 
value.    He   must   know   that  leads  to   fraud 
in  the  first  instance.      If   you    have  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent,  on  certain  articles  above  a  cer- 
tain rate,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  people  who 
wish  to  import  them    into    this  colony  will 
put  them  in  a  higher  class ;  and  the  whole- 
of   the    evidence   given   before    the    Commis- 
sion went  in  that  direction.    It  is  quite  pos- 
sible to  place  the  whole  of   this  class  under 
one  tariff.    Take  flannelettes:  the  merchants 
told  us  they  wished  either  to  have  these  goods 
free,  or  all  at  10,  or  all  at  20  per  cent. — make  it- 
one  rate.    I  personally  do  not  care  twopence, 
for  the  working  of  the  tariff,  which  rate  it  is, 
but  in  the  interests  of  free-trade  I  should  pre- 
fer the  lower  rate.    But  we  have  no  right  to 
once  more  complicate  the  working  of  the  tariff 
by  the  introduction  of  that  which  in  the  past 
has  caused  nearly  all  the  trouble.    In  fact,  I 
might  say,  had  it  not  been  for  the  tariff  on  flan- 
nelette and  other  goods,  it  would  have  been 
quite  unnecessary  to  reopen  the  question  of  the 
tariff  in  this  country.     Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  talks  about  goods  called  "  shirtings,1' 
afterwards  amended  to  "prints."      He  is  re- 
versing the  policy  the  Treasurer  wants  to  apply 
to  boots.    The  honourable  gentleman  says  he 
wants  to  keep  shoddy  boots  out  of  the  country. 
As  regards  prints,  he  says  you  may  bring  in  in- 
ferior goods  cheap,  but  if  you  want  good  material 
you  must  pay  a  heavy  duty  on  it.    I  say  the 
poorer  people  have  more  right  than  the  rich  to 
have  good  stuff  at  alow  rate,  and  this  is  placing 
good  material  within  the  reach  of  the  rich 
only.     The  honourable   member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  pointed  out  that  this  class  of  stuff  made 
into  expensive  white  shirts  is  free,  but  imme- 
diately you  want  a  superior  kind  of  shirting 
for  a  working-man  you  have  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional rate  per  yard.    I  believe  this  is  entirely 
wrong.    Then,  we  are  told  that  there  are  only 
six  items  in  the  whole  tariff  to  which  exoeptioa 
has  been  taken.    Why,  I   myself   have  given* 
notice  of  more  than  six  items  whioh  ought  all 
to  be  excluded  from  duty — steel  engravings,  oil* 
and  water-colour  paintings,  organs  for  church 
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use,  salt,  fencing -wire,  flax  sheeting,  brown 
Hollands,  forfars,  union  and  cotton  shirtings, 
maizena,  and  cornflour.  1  also  gave  notice  of 
the  following  amendments  : — 

"  That  island  fruits  —  namely,  oranges, 
guavas,  bananas,  &c. — be  admitted  duty-free. 

"  That  all  union  and  cotton  shirtings  be  ad- 
mitted duty-free. 

"That  forfar,  dowlas,  and  flax- sheeting  be 
admitted  duty-free. 

"  GlasB  VII. :  That  2s.  per  pair  on  all  boots, 
shoes,  and  slippers  the  invoice  value  of  which 
does  not  exceed  2s.  per  pair  be  struck  out. 

"  Glass  X. :  That  mouldings  in  the  piece  for 
picture-frames  be  added  to  the  free-list. 

. "  Glass  XII.  :  That  Is.  per  hundredweight 
duty  on  iron  fencing -wire,  plain  and  barbed,  be 
struck  out,  and  that  it  be  added  to  the  free- 
list. 

••  Class  XIV. :  That  linseed-oil,  duty  Is.  6d. 
per  gallon,  be  amended  to  6d.  per  gallon. 

"  Schedule  B,  Glass  VII.,  page  10 :  To  strike 
out,  after  word  •  ironmongery,'  '  except ' ;  and 
to  add,  after  *  legging  buckles/  '  trace  and 
plough  chains  or  metal  articles  required  to 
repair  or  complete  riding  or  driving  harness 
or  saddlery  to  be  repaired  or  made  in  the 
colony.' 

"  Schedule  B,  Glass  XII.,  page  11,  top  line  : 
To  strike  out  *  or  chains  made  up  with  attach- 
ments.' " 

Schedule  B,  as  members  know,  is  the  free-list. 
All  these  ought  to  be  admitted  free ;  and  these 
have  all  been  taken  exception  to  by  the  people 
— boots,  and  hundred!  of  other  items.  Yet  we 
are  told  that  to  only  some  five  or  six  items  has 
exception  been  taken. 

Mr.  WARD. — Some  of  those  are  on  the  free- 
list. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Not  when  1  gave 
notice.  1  have  to  thank  the  honourable  gentle- 
man for  having  put  them  on  the  free-list  in 
some  instances  since.  He  has  done  the  right 
thing;  and  I  only  hope,  when  the  Bill  is  in 
Committee  he  will  agree  to  further  amend- 
ments. One  more  word  about  the  boots,  and 
the  tariffs  which  were  introduced.  In  moving 
my  amendment  last  night  for  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent.  I  succeeded  in  reducing  permanently  the 
duty  on  a  number  of  lower-priced  boots  and 
shoes.  I  have  evidence  from  representatives 
of  the  trade  that  off  the  third  edition  of  the 
proposals,  on  most  of  the  lower- priced  boots 
which  are  used,  and  are  not  shoddy,  I  have 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  rate  from  50  per 
cent,  to  25  per  cent.,  and  this,  as  compared 
with  the  first  proposals  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  is  a  reduction  of  from  30  per  cent. 
to  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  first  proposal  was  the 
same. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— The  first  proposal  in 
the  Bill  was  25  per  cent,  on  all  boots  under  5s., 
and 

Mr.  WARD.— That  was  the  second  proposal. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  so.  The  first 
proposal  was  25  per  cent. ;  the  second  was  25 
per  cent,  and  an  additional  duty  of  2s.  on  each 
pair  as  well ;  and  the  third  proposal  was  2s.  per 


pair  and  7}  per  cent.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  given  us  so  many  proposals  that  we 
do  not  know  where  we  are.  However,  boots 
were  to  be  charged  a  duty  of  2s.  per  pair  and 
25  per  cent. ;  so  that  some  boots  and  slip- 
pers would  have  under  this  rate  no  less  than 
800  per  cent.  duty.  The  next  proposal  made 
some  82}  per  cent,  duty,  and  my  motion  made 
all  25  per  oent.  duty.  With  regard  to  the  size 
called  0  to  3  I  have  made  inquiries,  and  these 
are  boots  used  by  children  before  they  can  walk ; 
and  those  are  the  only  ones  admitted  free, 
and  they  always  have  been  free ;  and  I  have  it 
in  evidence  here  that  hardly  any  of  these  are 
imported,  and  therefore  they  are  but  little 
worn.  The  Treasurer  talks  about  the  difficulty 
in  arranging  the  tariff:  that  I  recognise.  He 
refers  to  the  tea  duty ;  and  goes  on  to  state, 
in  connection  with  fruit,  that  four  thousand 
persons  connected  with  that  industry  would  be 
considerably  interfered  with  if  a  duty  were  not 
put  on  fruit.  He  has  entirely  overlooked  the 
evidence  we  had  on  the  other  side.  We  had 
evidence  from  people  who  use  fruit  in  Inver- 
oargill.  There  was  Mr.  Kingsland,  who  stated 
that  it  was  not  a  matter  of  duty  at  all; 
that  the  people  in  New  Zealand  were  too 
lazy  to  grow  fruit— in  the  matter  of  rasp- 
berries, that  he  was  prepared  to  -give  a 
contract  extending  over  years  at  double  the 
imported  price  if  he  could  get  fresh  fruit,  but 
the  people  would  not  grow  it,  and  in  order  to 
keep  his  factory  going  he  had  to  keep  up  the 
supply  from  foreign  countries.  I  quote  Mr.. 
Kingsland's  evidence : — 

"346.  Mr.  Mackenzie.]  Did  you  say  you  paid 
id.  duty  on  some  of  the  fruit  you  imported 
from  Tasmania  ? — Yes. 

'*  347.  You  get  your  raspberries  free,  as  a 
rule  ?— Yes. 

"  348.  You  Bay  you  offered  4d.  per  pound  for 
New  Zealand  raspberries,  which  is  double  the 
price  of  the  Tasmanian  ? — Yes. 

11  349.  Why  should  you  give  a  preference  to 
New  Zealand  fruit? — Because  New-Zealand- 
grown  raspberries  are  better,  and  I  get  better 
results  from  them. 

41  350.  You  would  agree  now  to  contract  that 
two  years  ahead  you  would  give  4d.  a  pound  for 
raspberries? — I  would  give  4d.,  but  the  local 
growers  are  too  lazy  to  grow  them." 

Then,  we  had  evidence  from  growers  and 
sellers  of  fruit  in  Dunedin  that  they  do  not 
want  an  extra  tax  on  fruit.  We  had  evi- 
dence from  Napier  in  the  same  direction — that 
fruit  can  be  supplied  in  any  quantity,  but 
people  were  too  lazy  to  pick  it  and  send  it  to 
market ;  and  I  know,  three  or  four  years  ago, 
when  I  was  in  the  North  of  Auckland,  I  was 
in  an  orchard,  and  I  saw  the  ground  covered 
with  magnificent  apples,  and  the  owner  said  he 
would  not  take  the  trouble  to  pick  the  fruit  up 
and  send  it  to  market  at  Id.  per  pound.  Then,, 
if  the  people  were  too  lazy  to  send  it  to  market, 
no  protection  whatever  will  do  any  good.  I  am 
amazed  that  a  Treasurer  of  the  colony  wha 
has  recently  been  down  to  the  South  Pacific 
islands  should  have  hazatded  the  trade  that 
we    are   struggling    to    establish    throughout 
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those  groups — struggling  against  enlightened 
New  South  Wales,  who  is  extending  her  trade 
— that  he  should  submit  a  proposal  of  this 
-sort,  which  might  disorganize  the  whole  of 
our  connection  with  the  islands,  for  no  good 
whatever;  for  we  should  not  have  reaped  an 
increase  of  revenue — the  importation  of  fruit 
would  have  been  discontinued,  as  the  price 
would  have  been  beyond  the  means  of  the  con- 
sumer. The  Treasurer  also  said,  talking  about 
forfar  and  flax  sheetings,  that  he  wished  to 
make  a  reasonable  tariff  all  round.  Now,  I  ask, 
is  it  reasonable  and  fair  all  round  ?  He  gives 
to  the  millers  this  material  free,  yet  if  a  work- 
ing-woman wants  to  make  a  gown  of  it  she 
has  to  pay  20  per  cent,  on  the  material.    Yet 

~  q  the  miller's  stuff  comes  in  free.  It 
'  '  is,  therefore,  not  a  fair  duty  all  round. 
It  is  treating  one  class  of  the  community 
differently  from  other  classes.  And  the  woman 
who  wants  to  buy  this  stuff  and  use  it  is  en- 
titled to  get  it  as  cheap  as  the  miller  does.  I 
want  now  to  refer  to  the  question  of  the  increase 
of  revenue.  The  honourable  gentleman  says  it 
is  a  matter  of  £4,000.  I  have  computed  it  very 
-carefully,  and  I  find  that  at  the  very  least  there 
is  £20,000  increase  on  tariff  duty  even  on  his 
own  computation.  What  has  he  done  with  this 
-question?  He  proposes  to  reduce  tea  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  by  2d.  per  pound.  On 
fencing-wire  he  will  get  £5,000  more  than  he 
contemplated  at  first;  on  kerosene,  £6,400; 
and  on  rice,  £5,000:  so  that  on  these  items 
£16,400  has  been  restored. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  a  loss  of  £20,000 
on  fruit. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— There  is  no  loss  on 
fruit,  because  you  never  had  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  had  under  the  original 
calculations. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— You  only  had  it  in 
force  three  days,  and  I  am  quite  sure  you  did 
not  collect  £20,000  on  it  in  three  days.  To  say 
you  lost  what  you  never  had  is  an  absurdity. 
Then,  Sir,  I  want  to  show  one  of  the  classes 
which  has  received  no  consideration  whatever 
in  the  tariff.  On  all  the  expensive  goods  used 
by  women  and  by  people  in  affluent  circum- 
stances there  is  practically  no  increase  at  all. 
In  the  Financial  Statement  we  were  told  there 
was  to  be  an  increase  put  on  furs  and  silks. 
^Thus:— 

"  To  give  an  instanoe,  take  *  soft  goods,'  in 
connection  with  which  many  of  our  difficulties 
occur.  For  protection  we  impose  25  per  cent, 
on  apparel ;  for  remissions  in  favour  of  manu- 
factures we  remit  duty  on  tailors'  trimmings 
and  other  articles  for  making  up  apparel,  also 
on  the  materials  for  sbirtmaking ;  for  remis- 
sions in  favour  of  the  working-classes  we  make 
cotton  piece-goods  subject  to  half  the  rate  for 
more  expensive  materials." 

One  would  suppose,  reading  that,  that  he 
had  reduced  cottons  for  the  workers  ;  but  there 
is  no  reduction  there  at  all.  On  the  con- 
trary, there  is  an  increase  of  duty  on  cotton 
goods  above  what  is  now  in  force.  The  State- 
ment goes  on  to  say, "  For  revenue  purposes  we 
maintain  the  high  rate  of  20  per  cent,  on  un- 
Mr.  T.  Mackensie. 


enumerated  drapery  whioh  cannot  be  made  in 
the  colony ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  extra  taxa- 
tion of  luxuries  we  pick  out  silks  and  furs  for 
higher  duty."  Now,  there  is  not  a  farthing  put 
on  these  silks  and  furs,  and  the  only  materials 
therefore  any  increased  duty  is  put  on  are 
materials  largely  in  use  by  working-people,  and 
especially  in  connection  with  shirtings.  All 
shirtings  called  union  shirtings,  which  I  can 
assure  the  House  are  largely  used,  and  whioh 
were  previously  free  up  to  7d.  per  yard,  are 
now  made  dutiable;  and  cotton  Bhirtings, 
which  were  all  absolutely  free  formerly,  are 
all  brought  under  a  duty  of  10  per  cent.,  and 
owing  to  our  attack  the  Treasurer  concedes 
free  up  to  6d.  per  yard ;  and  all  prints, 
whioh  were  previously  brought  in  at  10  per 
cent.,  are  now,  over  4d.,  to  pay  20  per  cent., 
and  under  4d.  10  per  cent.,  so  that  the  poor 
woman  buying  a  fivepenny  gown  has  to  pay 
an  increased  price.  Now,  in  connection  with 
this  tariff,  it  was  largely  supported  on  the 
Tariff  Commission  that  machinery  which  was 
to  be  used  for  productive  purposes  in  this 
country  should  be  free.  I  am  glad  to  find  the 
Treasurer  has  considered  that  in  his  tariff.  I 
am  also  of  opinion,  although  I  am  not  aware 
any  other  member  of  the  Commission  was, 
that  we  should  only  place  duties  for  revenue- 
yielding  purposes  on  the  people  of  the  colony. 
If  a  reasonable  duty,  answering  this  purpose, 
will  not  afford  sufficient  protection  to  any 
local  industry,  then  that  industry  is  one  not 
suited  to  the  country,  and  would  not  suc- 
ceed. We  have  been  toldlthat  the  reason  why 
there  should  be  an  excise  duty  besides  the 
40 -per -cent,  duty  on  patent  or  proprietary 
medicines  is  that  the  revenue  might  suffer 
by  the  makers  coming  here  and  establishing 
themselves  in  one  of  the  centres.  Why  not 
apply  that  to  matches  and  candles?  The 
Treasurer  said  that  matches  had  gone  down 
considerably  in  price  in  this  colony  sinoe  the 
industry  was  started.  Why,  Sir,  they  have  not 
gone  down  one  single  farthing.  The  Wellington 
factory  was  established  only  last  November. 

Mr.  MORRISON.-No. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— And  the  price  has 
not  gone  down  one  farthing.  At  any  rate,  I 
have  been  told  so,  and  I  have  Wardell's  price- 
list  proving  that  to  be  so.  However,  there  has 
been  no  reduction  in  price,  and  I  will  tell  you 
what  is  going  to  occur  in  connection  with 
matches.  You  are  going,  at  the  expense  of 
the  revenue  of  the  colony,  to  give  a  large  bene- 
fit to  this  industry,  and  you  are  not  going  to 
have  any  reduction  in  price.  The  Home  price 
of  plaid- vesta  matches  is  2s.  4d.  per  gross. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— The  size  I  refer  to  is. 
And  the  duty  is  Is.  4d.  per  gross,  which  makes 
the  amount  up  to  3s.  8d. ;  and  we  find  these 
matches  are  sold  here  at  precisely  the  same 
price :  8s.  8d.  per  gross  is  the  wholesale  price 
charged  by  the  local  maker.  Last  year  we  re- 
ceived £16,000  in  duties  from  matches,  and  the 
colonial  maker,  under  the  reformed  tariff,  will 
secure  the  local  trade,  and  the  revenue  of  the 
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country  will  suffer  to  the  extent  of  £14,000. 
That  money  goes  into  the  pockets  of  the  match- 
makers. The  user  of  matches  gets  his  matches 
for  no  less  money,  with  this  difference:  that, 
in  addition  to  the  match-buyer  not  getting  his 
matches  cheaper,  he  has  in  addition  to  pay 
his  share,  by  taxation,  towards  making  up  the 
lost  £14,000  of  revenue  which  the  country  has 
been  defrauded  of.  That  is  what  protection 
brings.  The  honourable  gentleman  cannot 
esoape  from  that  conclusion.  I  admire  the 
loyalty  of  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Caversham  to  the  match  -  factory  in  his 
district,  bnt  he  cannot  get  away  from  the 
fact  that  the  matches  which  are  made  there 
are  not  lower  in  price,  and  that  the  re- 
venue of  the  colony  will  lose  to  the  extent  I 
have  mentioned.  Then,  another  thing :  all  the 
boxes  that  these  match  people  are  going  to  use 
are  to  be  admitted  free,  but  if  a  man  wants  to 
frame  a  picture  he  will  have  to  pay  on  the 
material.  I  wanted  to  refer  to  some  other  in- 
dustries, but  it  is  distinctly  impossible  to  get 
through  in  the  time  now  at  my  disposal.  There 
is  the  question  of  furniture.  A  man  arriving 
in  New  Zealand  for  the  first  time,  bringing 
with  him  furniture  for  himself  and  his  family, 
is  only  to  be  allowed  to  bring  in  furniture  up 
to  the  value  of  £100  duty-free.  Do  we  not 
want  to  see  men  who  have  retired  from  busi- 
ness in  other  countries  come  here  and  settle, 
and  shall  we  not  give  them  any  inducement  to 
do  so  ?  If  in  the  case  of  the  first  one  entering 
here  we  blackmail  his  furniture  over  £100  in 
value,  he  may  at  once  take  himself  and  his  fur- 
niture across  to  Tasmania  or  to  New  South 
Wales,  where  no  such  impost  exists.  Surely 
what  we  want  is  to  get  people  of  that  moneyed 
class  to  settle  in  our  midst.  Then,  there  is  a 
sop  to  the  farmers  that  they  do  not  want.  I 
will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  sort  of  protection 
some  people  want  in  this  country.  Take  the 
case  of  one  shoemaker.  He  wants  all  the 
leather  he  uses,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  to  be 
admitted  duty-free.  The  leather- maker,  who 
supplies  him  with  that,  wants  a  heavy  duty  to 
be  put  on  the  leather  he  makes,  and  all  the 
materials  he  uses  he  wants  to  be  admitted 
duty-free.  If  you  go  to  the  man  who  uses  some 
of  the  locally-made  leathers  for  binding  books, 
he  says,  "  I  want  these  leathers  admitted  duty- 
free, but  I  want  a  duty  of  60  per  cent,  on  the 
goods  I  sell."  Go  to  Auckland.  There  they 
have  a  corrugated-iron  establishment  employ- 
ing thirty  hands,  paying  in  wages  £50  per  week, 
and  capable  of  turning  out  160  tons  of  iron  per 
month.  It  would  pay  us  far  better  to  pay  those 
thirty  hands  their  £200  of  wages  per  month  and 
get  the  revenue  from  the  iron,  which  comes  to 
£360,  and  which  is  lost  to  us ;  and  even  then 
they  cannot  compete  with  the  imported  article 
unless  another  £1  per  ton  is  put  on.  The  Home 
people  are  selling  their  iron  here  at  £15  per  ton, 
whereas  the  local  people  cannot  make  it  at  less 
than  £18  per  ton.  I  will  quote  two  questions 
put,  and  replies  from  the  manager : — 

"  At  what  price  do  you  sell  iron  now  ?— £18 
a  ton.  We  are  obliged  to  sell  at  that  figure,  or 
else  keep  the  iron  in  store. 


"The  fact  is,  the  user  can  now  buy  corru- 
gated iron  at  £15  a  ton  ? — Yes." 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— They  are  only  working 
the  scrap-iron. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— No ;  they  import  the 
block- iron,  and  get  it  duty-free.  The  iron- 
works use  no  raw  material  of  the  colony.  If 
anything  can  be  said  in  favour  of  protection,  it 
should  only  apply  to  industries  that  use  the 
raw  stuffs  available  in  the  colony,  and  not  to 
industries  that  import  goods  from  abroad  to- 
receive  the  finishing-touches  only  here. 

Mr.  BELL. — I  am  sorry  the  Premier  is  not 
here,  but  although  he  is  not  here  I  am  obliged 
to  refer  to  an  allusion  he  made  to  a  gentleman* 
who  was  once  in  this  House  as  member  for 
Mount  Ida.  The  Premier  declared  that  that 
gentleman  had  been  guilty  of  a  base  intrigue 
with  members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
when  his  late  leader  was  on  the  Government 
benches.  Though  I  was  not  in  the  House  at 
the  time,  I  know  just  as  well  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  what  was  going  on  with 
regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  whom 
he  referred,  and  I  say  the  statement  made  by 
the  Premier  in  his  place  in  this  House  was  a 
calumny,  and  he  should  be  more  careful  before 
making  such  statements.  He  complained  yes- 
terday of  an  attack  made  by  an  honourable 
member  when  he  did  not  happen  to  be  in  his 
place,  and  yet  lie  himself  makes  an  attack  on  a 
man  who  is  absent,  who  is  no  longer  in  this- 
House,  and  therefore  not  able  to  defend  himself 
here,  and  with  regard  to  whom,  if  he  were  here, 
the  Premier  would  not  dare  to  make  such  a 
statement.  While  I  am  on  my  feet  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  with  regard  to  mixing  up  two  sub- 
jects in  this  Bill.  The  Premier  accused  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  of  raising  this  question 
with  a  view  to  gaining  some  object  in  another 
place.  I  do  not  know,  of  course,  whether  my 
honourable  friend  had  that  object  or  not,  but  I 
know  him  well  enough  to  be  sure,  if  he  had  such 
an  object,  he  would  state  it  here.  That  is  a 
mere  personal  tribute  to  him.  But,  quite  apart 
from  any  question  of  attack,  is  not  this  an 
inconvenient  course?  With  regard  to  other 
measures  passed  this  year — the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  Bill,  for  instance — this  course  has  been 
adopted.  Up  to  the  present  year  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  followed  the  precedent  of  the 
colony.  Year  after  year  he  has  passed  the 
Land-tax  and  Income-tax  Act  distinct  from  the 
Assessment  Act,  and  has  kept  the  two  separate. 
One  is  an  Appropriation  Act,  brought  on  in  the 
ordinary  way,  for  the  levying  of  the  tax,  and  the 
other  is  the  statute  providing  for  its  imposition 
and  collection.  Only  this  year,  with  regard  to  • 
both  the  land-tax  and  the  Customs  duties,  he 
has  chosen,  for  some  reason  which  I  do  not 
understand,  to  mix  the  two  subjects  in  one.  I 
speak  not  as  to  the  constitutional  question  at 
all,  but  I  speak  as  one  who  has  to  deal  with 
the  administration  of  the  law  and  with  its  in- 
terpretation, and  honourable  gentlemen  will 
believe  me  when  I  say  that  this  system  will 
lead  to  great  inconvenience.  If  it  be  possible 
to  avoid  it,  I  hope  he  will  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  my  honourable  friend  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
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git  ion.  It  is  a  legislative  departure  for  which 
there  is  no  reason,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  except 
that  of  convenience,  and  I  feel  sure  that  my 
honourable  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House 
would  be  quite  willing  to  undertake  not  to 
debate  the  machinery  Bill  if  he  will  bring  in 
the  machinery  clause  by  a  separate  measure, 
but  will  pass  such  Bill  through  all  its  stages 
without  debate.  The  intention  is  merely  to 
suggest  to  the  Government — and  I  am  sure  it 
was  my  honourable  friend's  intention  also — 
that  this  departure  is  an  inoonvenient  one. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  should  just  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  reply  to  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  has  referred  to  as 
having  been  stated  by  the  Premier  regarding 
the  three  members  in  the  late  Parliament.  I 
was  in  the  House  at  the  time,  and  I  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  those  three  honourable 
gentlemen — Mr.  Soobie  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Men- 
teath,  and  Mr.  Macarthur.  1  think  I  was  fully 
in  their  confidence,  and  I  am  satisfied  there 
never  was  for  a  moment  any  intrigue. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Do  you  recollect  a  no-con- 
fidenoe  motion  was  to  be  moved  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  know  all  about  it— much 
better  than  the  honourable  gentleman  does, — 
and  all  about  the  resolutions  of  the  members 
of  the  free- trade  party  with  one  another.  The 
members  of  that  party  met  and  considered  the 
question,  and  they  were  fully  determined  that 
they  would  not  take  any  steps  to  join  the  Oppo- 
sition ;  but  they  distinctly  made  up  their  minds 
on  the  question  of  the  tariff  that,  no  matter 
what  the  result  might  be,  they  would  vote 
against  the  tariff  brought  in  by  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson.  It  was  not  until  after  that 
question  was  decided  that  some  intrigue  took 
place,  not  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the 
free-trade  party,  but  on  the  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  at  the  time,  who  tried 
in  vain  to  get  the  members  of  the  free-trade 
party  to  join  them  and  to  turn  out  the  Ministry. 
It  was  then  that  there  was  a  suggestion  from 
their  side  that  such  should  be  done.  Of  course 
the  free-trade  party  at  once  scouted  the  idea, 
for,  while  they  were  quite  prepared  to  turn  out 
the  Ministry  on  the  question  of  tariff  or  no 
tariff,  they  were  not  prepared  to  go  further  than 
that  with  the  Opposition.  I  only  got  up,  Sir, 
in  order  to  clear  those  gentlemen  from  the 
aspersions  made  upon  them  by  the  leader  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
in  connection  with  this  measure,  and  partly  in 
reply  to  some  of  the  statements  made  by  the 
Treasurer.  I  thoroughly  sympathize  with  him 
in  the  trouble  he  has  in  connection  with  the 
revision  of  the  tariff  arising  from  the  different 
views  expressed  by  various  members,  but  I  must 
say  I  differ  entirely  with  him  upon  the  tariff  he 
has  brought  down  on  this  occasion.  Sir,  I  gave 
notice  not  long  since  that  in  my  opinion  a 
suitable  way  of  increasing  the  revenue  was  by 
doubling  the  excise  duty  on  beer ;  and^he  Trea- 
surer then  brought  in  the  old  bogey  of  prohibi- 
tion, and  said  that  this  was  a  most  uncertain 
way  of  securing  the  revenue.  He  also  stated 
that  the  revenue  from  the  beer  duty  for  some 
Mr.  Bell 


time  past  had  been  greatly  decreasing— that  it 
was  a  decreasing  quantity.  Now,  this  particu- 
lar item,  Sir,  according  to  the  blue-books,  I 
find  has  been  remarkably  steady.  This  excise 
duty  was  put  on  in  the  year  1880,  and  the  beer 
duty  in  that  year  produced  £29,000;  in  1881 
it  produced  £57,000;  in  1882,  £61,000;  1883, 
£59,000;  1884,  £55,000;  1885,  £54,000;  1886. 
£58,000;  1887,  £53,000;  1888,  £50,000;  1889, 
£55,000;  1890,  £58,000;  1891,  £57,000;  1892, 
£59,000  ;  1893,  £60,000 ;  1894,  £60,000.  It  has 
been  one  of  the  steadiest  items,  I  should  ima- 
gine, throughout  the  whole  oourse.  This  last 
year  there  is  certainly  a  slight  deficiency  on 
what  was  obtained  from  the  previous  year,  but 
that  appears  on  every  item  of  revenue. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  about  the  increase 
of  population  ? 

Mr.  MILLAR.— That  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it;  I  am  talking  about  the  consumption  of 
beer,  and  about  the  steadiness  of  the  revenue 
from  the  beer  duty.  The  Treasurer  said  a 
great  deal  about  decreasing  quantity.  I  say 
that,  according  to  the  returns,  it  is  steady 
right  through,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  if  it  were  doubled  there  would  be  the 
slightest  decreased  consumption.  But  there 
is  this  trouble:  that  I  proposed  such  a  small 
amount  of  increase  that  it  could  not  be  passed 
on  to  the  consumer,  and  the  duty  for  paying  it 
would  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  brewers 
and  the  hotelkeepers  of  the  colony  ;  and  I  ask, 
why  should  they  not  bear  their  share  of  the 
increased  taxation  ?  We  are  told  by  the  Trea- 
surer that  he  trusts  that  this  Tariff  Act  is  the 
last  that  will  have  to  be  brought  down  for  two 
or  three  Parliaments— that  is  to  say,  for  the 
next  nine  or  ten  years.  Now,  this  beer  duty 
was  put  on  in  the  year  1880.  We  had  a  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  in  1888,  but  no  increase  was 
then  made  in  the  beer  duty.  We  are  now  going 
on  with  a  seoond  revision  of  the  tariff  in  1895, 
and  no  increase  is  proposed.  Then,  in  all  proba- 
bility, there  will  be  no  further  increase  of  the 
tariff  till  1903 ;  and  it  is  to  go  on  in  this  way 
right  through.  Every  other  section  of  the 
community  have  to  pay  increased  charges  upon 
the  different  items  they  consume,  but  upon 
this  item  they  have  to  pay  nothing  extra.  I 
must  say  distinctly,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
that  I  will  use  every  means  I  can  to  compel 
the  Government  to  take  up  the  question  of 
beer  duty.  When  the  question  of  the  duty  on 
tea  comes  up  I  shall  follow  any  honourable 
member  into  the  lobby  to  bring  the  duty  down 
to  3d.,  or  to  reduce  any  other  item  to  compel 
the  Government  to  deal  with  this  item.  I 
moved  for  3d.,  but  I  did  that  with  the  object  of 
putting  the  maximum,  knowing  full  well  that 
the  Committee  have  power  to  reduce  but  not 
to  inorease.  I  feel  very  strongly  on  the  point, 
believing  that,  whilst  every  other  section  of  the 
community  is  asked  to  pay  additional  taxation, 
brewers,  and  hotelkeepers  ought  to  pay  their 
fair  share.  £60,000  was  the  amount  brought 
in  last  year,  and  an  extra  £60,000  could  be 
produced  by  increasing  the  duty,  and  then 
there  will  be  no  trouble  in  making  up  the 
revenue  lost  on  tea.    As  the  honourable  mem- 
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ber  for  Clutha  has  said,  the  penny  or  twopenoe 
on  tea  in  all  probability  will  not  reach  the 
consumer  ;  but  we  are  dealing  now  with  a  very 
large  question — a  question  that  is  to  be  settled 
for  some  years  to  oome — and  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  see  its  way  clear  to  as  fairly  as 
possible  distribute  the  increase  of  taxation  all 
round,  and  that,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  the 
thing  which  appears  to  me  to  be  done  by  this 
Bill.  Then,  there  is  another  item  I  take  excep- 
tion to,  and  that  is  the  exemption  of  machinery. 
Machinery  under  the  Bill  is  admitted  free, 
or  almost  free.  Here,  day  after  day,  we  see 
honourable  members  stand  up  and  enforce  upon 
the  Government  the  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing for  the  unemployed,  crying  out  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  find  work  for 
them  :  but  what  are  we  doing  here  ?  We  are 
asked  that  the  principal  thing  that  causes  want 
of  employment  in  the  country  should  be  ad- 
mitted duty-free,  so  as,  I  suppose,  to  increase 
the  number  of  the  unemployed.  I  say  that 
machinery  is  permanently  displacing  people 
from  employment,  and  it  should  pay  a  fair 
tax,  so  as  to  provide  funds  to  find  work  for 
those  who  are  so  displaced.  Then,  on  patent 
medicines  there  is  to  be  a  duty  of  40  per 
cent.  Now,  let  me  inform  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer that  if  such  a  duty  is  imposed  some- 
thing of  the  sort  will  be  done  that  has  been 
already  done  in  some  cases  by  the  Drug  Com- 
pany— namely,  the  patent  rights  will  be  bought 
up,  and  the  medicines  manufactured  in  the 
-colony,  and  no  revenue  will  come  from  their 
manufacture,  but  we  shall  be  simply  putting  on 
a  duty  of  40  per  cent,  to  enable  the  company  to 
derive  a  bigger  revenue  for  its  shareholders, 
and  the  company  is  now  paying  7 J  or  8  per  cent. 
Then,  again  in  the  case  of  spirits,  I  made  a 
suggestion  to  the  Treasurer  that  does  not  meet 
with  his  approval.  My  suggestion  was  this: 
that  we  owed  a  duty  to  the  people  of  the  colony 
who  drink,  to  see  that  they  get  better  spirits. 
This  could  be  done  without  any  increase  in 
the  cost.  All  that  would  be  needful  would 
be  to  put  in  a  provision  that  all  spirits  im- 
ported into  the  colony  should  have  a  bond  cer- 
tificate that  they  had  been  three  years  in  bond. 
By  that  means  we  should  be  certain  not  to 
consume  the  cheap  German  spirits  that  are 
imported  into  the  colony.  There  can  be  no 
excuse  for  the  sale  of  such  spirits,  and  I  can 
hardly  think  that  the  Treasurer  wishes  it  to  go 
on  ;  but  it  is  going  on  year  after  year,  as  every- 
body knows.  Such  stuff  is  being  imported; 
and  when  I  tell  the  House  that  in  Wellington 
whiskey  is  sold  at  2s.  3d.  per  gallon  in  bond,  will 
anybody  tell  me  that  that  is  whiskey  that  any 
person  should  use  ?  And  yet  that  is  allowed  to 
be  drunk  day  after  day,  and  unscrupulous  men 
import  it.  I  say  that  when  these  things  are 
brought  under  our  notice  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  check  such  traffic.  Then,  there  is  an- 
other thing  I  wish  to  mention,  and  that  is  as  to 
increasing  the  duty  on  wines.  We  have  under 
the  item  "  Cordials,  bitters,  liqueurs,"  in  bulk, 
168.  a  gallon;  but  port  and  sherry  wine,  which 
are  purely  luxuries  used  by  the  rich,  are  to  be 
Admitted  at  the  same  old  figures  of  6s. ,  and 


champagne  and  other  sparkling  wines  at  9s. 
1  fail  to  see  any  change  in  the  tariff  where 
anomalies  have  been  removed,  because  I  main- 
tain that  one  of  the  biggest  anomalies  is  that 
these  wines,  which  are  almost  solely  used  by  a 
certain  class,  should  be  admitted  like  this, 
while  liqueurs  and  cordials  drunk  by  the  bulk 
of  the  people  stand  at  16s.  a  gallon.  The  duty 
on  port-wine  and  sherry  can  surely  stand  the 
same  thing.  Another  matter  I  am  sorry  to  see 
is  that  evidently  the  Government  are  afraid  of 
the  newspapers.  We  have  here  a  tax  provided 
for  almost  every  class  of  paper.  Letter-paper 
and  children's  school  -  books  are  put  up  to 
25  per  cent.  Some  of  the  paper  has  a  duty 
of  68.  per  cwt.,  and  some  5s. ;  stationery  and 
writing-paper,  and  paper  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated, 20  per  cent.  Every  item  is  either  20  or 
25  per  cent.,  except  paper  wanted  for  the  news- 
papers, and  that  is  to  be  admitted  free.  Our 
importations  last  year  amounted  to  £76,000, 
but  we  are  not  going  to  try  to  get  any  revenue 
off  that,  although  shirtings  and  almost  every 
other  article  used  by  the  majority  of  the 
people  have  to  pay  increased  duties.  There 
are  several  other  matters  1  wish  to  mention. 
I  exceedingly  regret  the  Government  have  not 
seen  their  way  to  bring  down  a  tariff  placing 
the  burden  of  taxation  upon  those  best  able  to 
bear  it.  This  tariff,  as  it  stands,  is  simply  in 
the  interests  of  syndicates  and  wealthy  men 
in  the  colony,  and  will  make  the  bulk  of  the 
workers  pay  more  than  they  ought  to  pay. 
When  the  matter  comes  up  in  Committee  I 
shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose  many  of  the 
items,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  made  a  better 
tariff. 
„  qq  Mr.  HOGG.  —  The  question  before 
*  the  House  is  one  of  such  magnitude 
and  importance  that  I  think  honourable  mem- 
bers who  like  myself  have  abstained  from  par- 
ticipating in  the  debate  that  has  taken  place 
on  the  resolutions  in  Committee  should  take 
this  opportunity  of  placing  their  views  before 
the  House  and  before  the  country.  And,  in 
the  first  place,  I  would  ask,  what  are  the  ob- 
jects aimed  at  by  a  Customs  tariff?  I  say 
there  is  a  double  object—  the  production  of 
revenue  to  enable  the  Government  to  meet 
their  engagements  and  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  country,  and  the  stimulation  of  industries 
for  which  the  oolony  is  adapted.  One  object  is 
to  place  the  Government  in  a  sound  financial 
position ;  the  other  object,  which  I  hold  is  of 
equal  importance,  is  to  provide  employment  for 
the  people.  Now,  Sir,  .when  we  look  at  this 
matter,  we  shall  see  at  once  its  magnitude.  I 
will  only  use  round  numbers,  because  it  is 
difficult  at  a  glance  to  comprehend  the  mean- 
ing of  figures  when  you  enter  into  the  details. 
But  I  would  point  this  out — a  matter  with  which 
I  have  no  doubt  honourable  members  are  quite 
familiar:  In  round  numbers  the  revenue  re- 
quired for  this  colony  is  between  four  and  five 
millions.  >  More  than  a  quarter  of  this  revenue 
is  derived  from  the  earnings  of  our  railways ;  a 
proportion  of  it  is  derived  from  what  is  called 
territorial  revenuo— that  is,  from  the  sales  of 
land,  and  from  rents ;  about  three  millions  ia 
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the  production  of  our  taxation,  and  of  that 
amount  nearly  two  millions  is  derived  from 
Customs.  Now,  this  Customs  revenue  repre- 
sents what  is  termed  indirect  taxation — that  is, 
a  species  of  taxation  towards  which,  although 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  contribute,  they 
are  not  able  for  the  time  being  to  appre- 
ciate it ;  their  pockets  are  picked  silently  and 
stealthily  through  the  medium  of  the  food  they 
consume  and  of  the  clothing  they  wear.  It 
has  been  alleged  from  time  to  time  that  the 
amount  of  indirect  taxation  is  inordinate — 
that  it  is  oppressive,  that  it  is  very  crushing, 
that  it  affects  the  poorer  classes  to  an  inordi- 
nate extent,  and  enables  the  wealthier  classes 
to  escape  their  fair  share  of  taxation.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted 
on  all  hands  that,  seeing  that  about  two- thirds 
of  our  taxation  is  derived  in  this  manner,  it 
would  be  an  improvement  if  the  burden  could 
be  slightly  altered,  and  altered  in  such  a  way 
that  the  load  would  become  less  oppressive. 
Every  carrier  knows  that  if  he  is  travelling 
up  hill  with  a  heavy  load— and  that  is  really 
the  position  in  which  New  Zealand  is  at 
the  present  time — he  must  have  his  load  so 
adjusted  that  his  animal  will  be  able  to  pull 
it  with  the  least  difficulty;  and  it  sometimes 
happens  that  you  have  to  shift  the  load,  so  as 
to  put  more  pressure  upon  the  back  chains.  I 
think  I  am  speaking  now  to  some  practical 
men  who  have  had  experience  of  this  kind  of 
work.  If  you  place  sufficient  of  the  load  upon 
the  back  chains  it  will  ease  the  pulling,  but,  if 
you  leave  too  much  of  the  load  behind,  then  the 
job  is  a  very  difficult  one.  My  impression  is 
that,  through  having  so  much  of  thiB  indirect 
taxation  and  so  little,  comparatively,  of  direct 
taxation,  we  have  a  load  at  present  imposed 
upon  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  that  might 
very  fairly  be  adjusted  in  such  a  way  that  it 
would  be  less  oppressive  than  it  is.  Now,  Sir, 
coming  to  the  question  directly  before  the 
House — the  question  of  the  tariff :  I  find  that 
the  first  tariff  produced  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer was  almost  entirely  based  on  the  report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  which  sat  during  the 
reoess.  Now,  I  may  say  that  from  the  first  I 
was  somewhat  disappointed  with  the  report, 
and  I  believe  that  I  am  only  speaking  the 
feelings  of  the  country  when  I  say  that  it 
was  generally  disappointing.  The  Commission 
was  an  exceedingly  costly  one.  It  was  a  very 
elaborate  one ;  but  I  repeat  what  I  have  said 
already,  that  I  think  it  produoed  a  very  dis- 
appointing report.  It  consisted  of  a  mixture 
or  a  blend  of  the  very  worst,  description— of 
Free-traders  and  Protectionists,  who  could  not 
be  expected  to  pull  together.  Then,  what,  after 
all,  did  it  do  ?  Instead  of  taking  evidence  in 
one  district  it  travelled  all  over  the  oolony. 
It  held  what  might  be  called  a  big  holiday 
during  the  recess ;  and  the  probability  is  that 
if  the  recess  had  been  double  its  duration  that 
holiday  would  have  been  extended  until  the 
approach  of  Parliament.  At  all  events  we  had 
evidenoe  that  that  would  have  been  the  case. 
The  Commission  has  been  a  very  costly  one ; 
there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  that ;  and 
Mr.  Hogg 


not  only  that,  but  I  think  in  every  way  it  has 
been  a  most  unsatisfactory  Commission.  I  azn 
not  saying  for  a  moment  that  those  gentlemen 
have  not  done  their  best.  I  believe,  according 
to  their  lights,  they  have  done  all  that  they 
possibly  oould.  They  travelled  from  place  to- 
place,  they  visited  all  the  large  centres,  and 
some  of  the  smaller  centres ;  they  took  every 
possible  kind  of  evidenoe ;  they  took  the  evi- 
dence of  people  in  direct  antagonism  to  each 
other ;  they  took  the  evidence  of  manufacturer* 
in  Auckland  and  Dunedin,  where,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  told  us  this  afternoon,  the  conditions 
are  entirely  different.  They  have  taken  a  great 
mass  of  ex  parte  evidence ;  they  have  produced 
one  of  the  bulkiest  documents  we  have  ever 
had  given  to  us  in  the  shape  of  a  report  from 
the  Government  Printing  Office.  That  produc- 
tion has  cost  the  oolony  over  £400.  And  I 
should  like  to  know  how  many  members  of  this 
House  have  read  that  document  from  beginning 
to  end,  or  how  many  are  likely  to  read  it ;  or  how 
many  of  the  people  of  the  colony  are  likely  to- 
peruse  it.  I  have  read  through  a  few  pages  of 
it ;  but  after  analysing  the  contents  of  those 
few  pages  I  have  thrown  the  thing  aside  in  dis- 
gust, and  for  this  reason  :  that  we  have  nothing 
here  in  this  dooument  but  ex  parte  evidence ; 
evidence  that  was  taken  in  secret:  the  Presa 
was  not  allowed  to  be  present.  I  cannot  for  a 
moment  understand  why  a  Commission  of  that 
character  should  have  excluded  the  Press.  The 
evidence  of  producers  and  manufacturers  waa 
taken,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  general  publio  and 
of  the  consumers,  whose  interests  and  whoso 
wants  have  not  certainly  been  studied.  I  con- 
tend that  it  is  one-sided  and  ex  parte  evidence 
whioh  we  have  here  in  this  elaborate  document 
before  us.  I  contend  that  they  went  further 
and  have  produced  a  lop-sided  tariff  based  upon 
that  evidence.  I  say  a  lop-sided  tariff — entirely- 
one-sided.  Undoubtedly  the  tariff  was  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  evidence  which  they  re- 
ceived ;  but  that  evidence,  as  I  have  said,  waa 
ex  parte,  and  unfair  to  the  general  oommunity  ; 
and  the  Commissioners  ought  to  have  known 
that.  From  beginning  to  end  this  voluminous 
report  of  this  costly  Commission  can  only  be 
compared  to  a  thing  filled  with  sawdust ;  and 
when  the  stuffing  is  taken  out  of  it  what  re- 
mains ?  I  say,  nothing.  Instead  of  the  Com- 
mission showing  the  country  and  the  Govern- 
ment in  what  way  the  taxes  of  the  people  oould 
be  so  improved  as  to  render  them  less  oppressive 
than  they  are,  and  in  what  way  the  industries 
of  New  Zealand  could  be  stimulated,  so  that  the 
great  mass  of  our  young  people  who  are  now 
looking  for  employment  would  be  able  to  get 
employment  as  skilled  artisans  in  the  trades 
which  they  had  been  trained  for  by  some  of 
our  technical  Bchools — instead  of  that,  Sir,  we 
have  simply  a  turn  of  the  kaleidoscope,  and 
you  know  what  that  means.  The  forms  may 
be  changed,  but  the  colours  remain  the  same. 
There  is  no  relief  whatever— not  a  particle  of 
relief.  I  was  sorry  indeed  when  I  found  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  accepted  a  tariff  so 
prepared  for  him  by  this  Commission.  Now, 
what  I  say  is  this :  that  in  producing  a  tariff. 
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which  is  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
and  to  be  an  improvement  on  the  tariff  which 
now  exists,  we  should  not  study  any  portion  of 
the  community ;  we  should  not  study  particu- 
larly either  the  manufacturers,  or  the  artisans, 
or  the  importers;  but  we  should  study  the 
general  community,  —  and  that  is  a  matter 
that  is  frequently  lost  sight  of,  I  am  very  sorry 
to  say.  The  Government,  in  my  opinion,  in 
accepting  this  tariff  as  they  did,  seriously 
blundered.  They  undoubtedly  blundered  about 
this  fruit  duty,  because,  as  the  Treasurer  him- 
self this  afternoon  admitted,  they  listened  to 
the  growers  instead  of  taking  the  good  of  the 
consumers  into  consideration.  Then,  again, 
they  blundered  with  regard  to  the  duty  on  tea. 
They  were  content  to  throw  away  one-half  of 
that  duty  in  one  stroke — to  throw  away  more 
than  £50,000  of  the  revenue,  revenue  that  was 
very  badly  wanted.  And,  Sir,  what  was  in- 
tended to  be  done  ?  The  duty  that  was  to  be 
taken  from  tea  was  to  be  imposed  on  fruit, 
which  I  hold— with  all  due  deference  to  those 
honourable  members  who  say  tea  is  a  neces- 
sary of  life — to  be  a  far  more  wholesome  luxury 
or  a  far  greater  necessary  of  life  than  either 
tea  or  coffee,  or  any  of  those  kinds  of  drinks. 
Sir,  I  have  suggested  that,  instead  of  reduoing 
the  duty  on  tea,  the  duty  might  very  fairly  be 
inoreased,  and  I  adhere  to  my  opinion.  I  am 
not  in  the  habit  of  giving  opinions  without 
weighing  the  consequenoes,  and  I  adhere  to 
that  opinion,  and  I  believe  honourable  mem- 
bers will  live  long  enough  to  find  that  my 
opinion  is  based  upon  good  and  substantial 
grounds.  In  the  present  oondition  of  the 
colony,  when  we  are  not  in  a  position  to 
throw  away  a  considerable  portion  of  our  re- 
venue, if  we  intend  to  meet  our  engagements, 
if  we  intend  to  maintain  our  financial  position 
in  such  a  way  that  we  shall  oommand  the  re- 
spect of  those  around  us,  and  particularly  the 
respect  of  other  countries,  we  must  have  our 
revenues  secure.  Tea  is  one  of  the  main 
pillars  of  our  Customs  revenue,  and  should 
be  regarded  in  that  light.  That  pillar  should 
not  be  weakened.  On  the  oontrary,  it  should 
be  strengthened  until  we  see  our  way  clear 
to  do  with  a  reduced  revenue  from  Customs. 
Why  did  I  suggest  that  the  duty  on  tea  might 
be  inoreased?  I  suggested  that  the  duty  on 
that  article  might  very  fairly  be  doubled,  and 
that  the  weight  of  that  duty  would  hardly  be 
felt.  I  say  that  if  we  doubled  the  duty  on 
tea,  and,  instead  of  6d.,  made  it  Is.  per  pound, 
by  that  means  we  should  raise  an  additional 
revenue  of  over  £100,000  per  annum,  beoause 
there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  same 
quantity  of  tea  that  is  consumed  now  would  be 
consumed  under  the  inoreased  duty;  and  I 
may  say  that,  if  we  take  into  consideration 
the  effect  this  inoreased  duty  would  have  had 
on  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  it 
would  hardly  have  been  felt.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  reduction  from  6d.  to  6d. 
will  give  no  relief,  and  I  believe  it  will  not 
be  appreciated ;  and  I  maintain  that  the  in- 
crease to  Is.  would  have  done  no  injury.  It 
would  have  imposed  no  suffering,  because  tea 
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is  an  article  the  use  of  which  people  can  regu- 
late according  to  their  circumstances.  If  they 
oannot  afford  2s.  a  week  for  tea,  they  can 
reduce  it  to  Is.,  and  the  reduction  in  quan- 
tity will  affect  neither  their  health  nor  their 
comfort  appreciably.  The  effect  of  increasing 
the  duty  to  Is.  would  have  been  to  prevent 
a  large  amount  of  rubbish  from  finding  its  way 
into  the  country.  Only  tea  of  good  quality  would 
have  been  introduced,  beoause  it  would  not  pay 
merchants  to  bring  in  poor  tea  and  have  to  pay 
a  duty  of  Is.  a  pound  upon  it.  Now,  why  did 
I  suggest  this  increase  ?  Not  with  the  view  of 
enlarging  the  total  amount  of  Customs  reve- 
nue, but  for  the  purpose  of  either  reducing  or 
removing  the  duties  from  a  number  of  articles 
that  are  indispensable — duties  that  are  very 
severely  felt  by  the  poorer  among  the  con- 
suming population.  I  maintain,  dearly,  that 
tea,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Biccarton,  who  I  know  holds  a 
contrary  opinion,  is  no  more  a  necessary  of  life 
than  tobacco  or  white  waistcoats.  Now,  Sir, 
with  regard  to  our  Customs  revenue,  my  idea 
is  simply  this  :  that,  although  the  free-list  has 
been  somewhat  enlarged,  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  formerly— and  I  am  very  glad  to 
see  it — still,  it  ought  to  be  enlarged  to  a  greater 
extent  than  it  is.  It  may  seem  strange  that, 
while  I  am  quite  prepared  to  uphold  the  views 
of  those  men  who,  I  believe,  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  nature  of  protection  as  applied  to 
industries,  at  the  Bsme  time  I  say  this :  that 
we  ought  to  have  a  large  and  comprehensive 
free-list.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  protection 
run  mad ;  but  here  we  have  a  tariff  which  is 
neither  protection  nor  free- trade  ;  it  is  an  all- 
round  infliction.  That  is  the  nature  of  the 
tariff  we  have  always  had  in  New  Zealand, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  it  altered.  What  I 
should  propose,  if  we  are  going  to  make 
a  change  which  will  be  appreciated  by  the 
country,  is  to  take  a  bold  step  at  once.  We 
should  restrict  the  duties  to  a  few  articles, 
and  by  that  means  we  could  reduce  our  Customs 
machinery.  We  have  duties  imposed  on  be- 
tween two  hundred  and  three  hundred  articles 
—and  many  of  them  no  doubt  are  regarded 
as  luxuries,  though  I  believe  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  these  items  are  more  or  less 
necessaries,  beoause  they  conduoe  to  our  com- 
fort. It  is  true  we  could  do  without  a  good 
many  of  them;  but  we  are  not  supposed  to 
travel  through  the  world  like  savages :  we  must 
have  amusements,  pictures,  literature,  and 
other  accompaniments  of  civilised  life  —  the 
poorest  man  expects  that  he  should  be  able  to 
cultivate  the  fine  arts  if  he  thinks  proper.  Still, 
our  present  tariff  is  exceedingly  oppressive, 
viewed  in  the  light  I  view  it.  Instead  of  having 
duties  imposed  on  two  or  three  hundred  ar- 
ticles, I  should  like  to  see  the  Customs  duties 
confined  to  twenty  or  thirty  articles — the  fewer 
the  better.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  necessary 
to  protect  our  revenue.  I  quite  admit  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  occupies  a  position  of  grave 
responsibility,  and  that  it  is  necessary  he  should 
see  that  ways  and  means  are  provided.  He 
has  to  protect  the  revenue;  and,  in  order  to  do 
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bo,  his  first  consideration  should  be  this:  to 
keep  the  pillars  of  our  revenue  strong  and  com- 
pact. What  do  I  mean  by  "  the  pillars  of  our 
revenue  "  ?  I  will  mention  a  few  articles :  wines 
and  spirits,  which  produce  a  very  large  reve- 
nue ;  such  things,  again,  as  beer  and  tobacco, 
which  also  produce  a  large  amount  of  reve- 
nue ;  and  some  things,  such  as  tea  and  sugar, 
which  some  people  will  tell  you  are  neces- 
saries of  life.  Sugar  produces  a  great  deal  of 
revenue.  Which  is  the  greater  necessary  of 
life,  tea  or  sugar?  Sugar;  because  sugar 
is  nourishing,  is  wholesome,  is  a  thing  in 
which  everybody  can  indulge.  Tea  is  not ; 
tea  taken  in  inordinate  quantities  is  harmful. 
If  the  Government  wished  to  do  something  to 
gratify  the  whole  population  they  would  reduce 
the  duty  on  an  article  of  general  use ;  instead 
of  reducing  the  duty  on  tea  they  should  have 
reduced  the  duty  on  sugar.  But,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  revenue,  they  would  be  very  un- 
wise to  do  so ;  seeing  that  sugar  has  never 
been  cheaper  than  it  is  at  the  present  time, 
notwithstanding  the  duty,  and  that  tea  has 
never  been  cheaper  notwithstanding  the  duty 
on  that  article.  These  are  things  that  ought 
to  be  left  alone,  unless  the  Government  oould 
have  seen  their  way  to  adopt  my  suggestion 
and  extract  £100,000  more  out  of  tea,  and  wipe 
the  duties  off  a  whole  lot  of  other  articles  now 
included  in  our  Customs  tariff. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  are  they? 

Mr.  HOGG.— The  list  is  so  large  that  it  would 
take  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  at  my  dis- 
posal to  read  it.  I  would  only  maintain  the 
duties  on  some  twenty  or  thirty  articles — the 
fewer  the  better.  I  should  not  interfere  with 
matches.  I  would  not  increase  the  duty  there 
for  the  sake  of  these  inferior  industries.  I 
should  like  to  see  the  duties  taken  away,  and 
the  people  get  their  matches  free  of  duty.  It  is 
merely  tinkering  with  the  tariff  to  retain  these 
duties  on  matches  and  salt  and  such  things  as 
acetic  acid,  for  the  benefit  of  wholesale  manu- 
facturing druggists,  and  on  gun  cartridges  for 
the  sake  of  a  manufactory  at  Auckland ;  or  on 
such  things  as  linseed-oil.  I  should  like  to  see 
these  duties  swept  clean  away ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  we  have  a  right  to  protect  the  industries 
lor  which  New  Zealand  is  manifestly  well  ad- 
apted. We  want,  if  possible,  to  enlarge  the 
area  of  employment,  to  find  work  for  our  sons 
and  daughters,  for  our  young  artisans,  so  that 
they  may  not  be  driven  out  of  the  country,  as 
they  are  likely  to  be  if  the  condition  of  the 
colony  remains  long  as  it  is.  I  am  sorry  to 
speak  in  this  way,  but  I  cannot  help  it.  We 
must  use  our  best  endeavours  to  open  up 
avenues  of  employment  for  our  young  lads, 
who  are  leaving  school  and  are  clamouring 
for  employment.  We  should  encourage  the 
industries  that  ought  to  be  protected  through 
the  medium  of  the  tariff.  They  ought  to  be 
protected,  not  in  a  wretched  manner,  but 
adequately  protected,  even  at  the  expense  of 
our  revenue,  if  the  duties  are  of  such  a  cha- 
racter as  will  prevent  imports  from  coming 
to  the  country  to  compete  with  our  own.  I 
should  like  to  see  the  protected  industries  in- 
Mr.  Hogg 


elude  the  iron  industry.  I  should  like  to  see 
that  industry  well  protected.  Then,  we  have 
splendid  forests  here.  I  would  say  our  wood- 
ware  industry,  our  coach  and  buggy  manu- 
factures, our  furniture  establishments,  and 
wickerware — for  we  have  plenty  of  willows  in 
New  Zealand  —  ought  to  be  well  protected. 
Those  industries  ought  to  be  thoroughly  pro- 
tected, because  they  are  adapted  to  the  colony. 
Then,  I  say  that  such  things  as  soap-making, 
candle-making,  and  our  leather  products  should 
be  protected.  I  am  not  now  referring  to  leather, 
because  the  man  who  is  not  able  to  produce 
leather  with  the  green  hides  at  his  door,  and 
no  expense  in  the  way  of  transit,  and  who 
cannoC  compete  with  the  imported  article, 
does  not  deserve  protection.  That  man  should 
be  in  the  same  position  as  the  fruitgrower 
should  be  in — namely,  in  a  position  to  com- 
pete easily  with  the  importer;  but  there  are 
leather  products,  such  as  bootmaking,  saddlery, 
harness  manufacture,  and  the  manufacture 
of  portmanteaux — these  are  industries  that 
ought  to  be  protected ;  and  another  thing  in 
which  there  is  room  for  good  sound  protec- 
tive duties  is  hatmaking.  Twenty  years  ago  in 
Victoria  I  saw  rabbitskins  utilised  in  such  a 
way  as  to  produce  a  hat  superior  to  anything  in 
New  Zealand.  That  was  being  done  on  the 
banks  of  the  Yarra ;  and  why  should  it  not  be 
done  in  this  country,  instead  of  importing  tens 
of  thousands  of  hats?  That  is  an  industry 
that  ought  to  be  protected.  We  have  in  this 
House  a  class  of  men  who  are  Protectionists, 
but  they  are  Protectionists  of  a  very  curious 
character,  Even  last  evening  some  of  these 
members — I  am  not  now  referring  to  members 
on  the  oross  benches — but  some  of  them  voted 
against  the  tariff  on  boots  and  shoes.  What 
was  the  object  of  that  tariff  ?  It  was  not  to 
improve  the  revenue ;  it  was  to  keep  out 
shoddy,  bad  material,  ahd  to  increase  the  em- 
ployment of  the  people.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say 
that  gentlemen  who  6ay  they  sympathize  with 
labour  voted  against  it.  I  should  like  to  say 
this  with  regard  to  our  fruitgrowers :  I  do  not 
see  that  they  need  any  assistance  whatever. 
They  need  no  protection  whatever,  because,  in 
my  opinion,  the  fruitgrower  should  stand  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  position  as  the  grower  of  meat, 
of  grain,  and  of  vegetables.  If  he  cannot  hold 
his  own  against  Tasmania  and  the  other  colonies 
he  ought  to  turn  his  attention  to  something  else. 
aa  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  Tasmania 
has  the  advantage  of  old  orchards.  The 
old  orchards  are  not  always  the  most  produc- 
tive. What  we  cannot  get  for  our  fruitgrowers 
is  good,  steady  markets.  We  want  to  create 
more  employment.  We  want  better  wages  and 
more  secure  employment  for  our  young  men 
and  women,  and  by  that  means  we  shall  im- 
prove the  condition  of  the  people,  and  enable 
them  to  pay  the  duties  on  tea  and  other 
articles.  I  admit  the  position  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  been  an  exceedingly  trying  one, 
and  he  has  my  entire  sympathy  in  the  work 
he  has  had  to  perform,  for  he  certainly  has 
not  received  very  much  help  from  that  pre- 
cious Royal  Commission.     To  use  a  familiar 
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expression,  he  has  been  somewhat  like  the 
man  with  the  donkey :  he  has  tried  to  please 
everybody.  He  was  first  abused  for  his  laziness, 
because  he  rode  the  donkey,  and  then,  when 
he  took  the  donkey  on  his  own  shoulders,  he 
was  generally  laughed  at.  With  regard  to  the 
criticism  that  has  been  passed  on  the  Treasurer 
and  his  tariff  by  the  Opposition,  I  think  it  is 
my  duty  to  say  that  I  cannot  compliment  the 
Opposition,  who,  instead  of  criticizing,  have 
been  simply  finding  fault  with  everything ;  and 
yet  they  have  not  shown  in  any  way  where  the 
tariff  could  be  profitably  amended.  I  have  sub- 
mitted a  simple  process,  and  one  which  I  think 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  country.  I  have  no 
doubt  many  honourable  members  in  this  House 
differ  from  me  on  this  subject,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  ventilate  these 
ideas  at  greater  length.  They  are  not  the  re- 
sult of  a  moment's  thought,  but  the  mature 
reflection  of  years. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  says  he  cannot 
compliment  the  Opposition  on  their  criticism 
on  this  matter.  Well,  I  am  deeply  sorry  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  must  compliment  him  on 
his  having  made  what  I  consider  to  have  been 
the  most  sensible  speech  he  has  ever  made  in 
this  House.  Certainly,  when  the  bell  was 
touched  he  seemed  to  get  off  the  subject  and 
did  not  follow  the  line  of  the  rest  of  his  speech, 
but,  generally,  he  gave  expression  to  broad 
views  and  sentiments  on  the  question  of  tariff 
reform.  Every  one  must  recognise  that  this  task 
of  tariff  reform  is  a  very  formidable  one  indeed. 
A  Treasurer's  repute  is  often  established  as  a 
great  financier  and  statesman  if  he  succeeds 
in  bringing  forward  a  satisfactory  measure  of 
tariff  reform.  It  will  scarcely  be  a  question  in 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  Treasurer  has  by  his 
present  effort  reached  that  position.  The  Colo- 
nial  Treasurer,  however,  in  entering  upon  this 
task,  recognised  the  importance  and  gravity  of 
a  change  in  the  taxation  of  the  country.  We 
all  reoognise  that  the  object  to  be  attained  is 
to  relieve  where  taxation  presses  unduly  on 
any  section  of  the  people,  or  when  any  industry 
is  hampered,  and  generally  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  the  productive  industries  in  the  coun- 
try. That  task  was  an  intricate  one,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  appeared  to  recognise 
it,  because  he  took  the  extraordinary  step  of 
appointing  a  Commission  to  investigate  this 
matter.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  well  up  in 
political  history,  but  I  certainly  have  no  recol- 
lection of  another  case  of  a  Commission  being 
set  up  in  this  fashion.  It  has  always  been 
recognised,  as  far  as  I  know,  that  this  is  a 
subject  that  cannot  be  dealt  with  on  the 
advice  of  a  multitude  of  counsellors.  The 
Treasurer  has  to  take  such  expert  and  trade 
evidence  as  is  available,  and  he  has  his  ex- 
perienced departmental  officers  to  guide  him, 
and  on  that  he  has  quietly  and  deliberately  to 
•devise  what  is  the  best  thing  to  be  done,  with 
due  regard  for  every  contingency,  and  so  to  suit 
the  tariff  to  the  needs  of  the  country.  He 
should  not  rest  on  one-sided  evidence,  such  as 
Apparently  was  largely  taken  by  the  Tariff  Com- 


mission. The  Tariff  Commission,  it  appears, 
simply  took  such  evidence  as  was  volunteered, 
and  naturally  most  witnesses  that  came  before 
the  Commission  did  so- to  gain  some  personal 
object.  If  any  manufacturer  wanted  some 
relief  or  protection  he  came  forward  and  used 
arguments  from  his  own  standpoint.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  setting 
up  this  Commission,  endeavoured  to  put  away 
from  himself  what  was  properly  his  own  task, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  we  have  had 
all  this  disturbance  of  trade  in  the  country 
during  the  last  six  weeks.  These  five  or  six 
different  tariffs  also  that  have  been  placed 
before  us  are  owing  to  the  mode  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  adopted.  He  explained, 
Sir,  to  us  that  the  object  of  the  new  tariff  was 
to  remove  the  anomalies  that  existed  in  the 
present  tariff.  Well,  there  had  been  ample 
time  to  discover  those  anomalies  and  to  deal 
with  them  effectively;  but  I  venture  to  say 
there  have  been  very  few  anomalies  removed. 
There  are  anomalies  in  these  proposals  quite  as 
absurd  as  those  already  in  existence.  There  is 
really  no  improvement  in  the  tariff  that  is  pro- 
posed to  be  substituted.  If  a  main  object  was  to 
remove  these  anomalies,  all  I  can  say  is  that  we 
are  not  one  stop  further  forward  than  we  were 
before  this  disturbance  occurred.  I  would  also 
further  draw  attention  to  a  complaint  which  I 
before  made  to  the  House,  and  that  is  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  seem  to  reoog- 
nise the  extreme  inconvenienoe  and  loss  which 
are  being  caused  to  a  large  section  of  the  trading 
community  owing  to  this  prolonged  interval 
that  has  elapsed  from  the  time  when  he  first 
introduced  his  resolutions.  It  is  all  very  well. 
It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  old  schoolboy  fable 
about  the  frogs,  and  the  boys  who  threw  stones 
at  them.  It  was  very  good  fun  for  the  boys, 
but  it  was  very  severe  on  the  poor  frogs.  It  is 
just  the  same  so  far  as  the  traders  are  con- 
cerned. When  the  duties  have  been  reduced 
they  have  had  to  reduce  the  prices  to  their  cus- 
tomers. Take  kerosene  or  tea.  Then,  the  man 
who  has  paid  a  higher  duty  must  meet  the 
competition  in  trade,  and  submit  to  a  reduction 
the  same  as  others  who  cleared  it  at  5d.  The 
importer  who  has  paid  the  duty  had  no  alterna- 
tive, and  cannot  enforce  a  claim  on  his  cus- 
tomers. If  the  taxation  is  raised,  the  importer 
will  have  to  pay  the  extra  tax  afterwards. 

Mr.  WARD.— No. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Do  you  mean  to  say  that 
importers  will  not  be  called  on  to  pay  the  dif- 
ference if  the  duties  are  again  raised  ? 

Mr.  WARD. — There  is  no  such  thing  as  col- 
lecting taxation  after  it  is  levied. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Well,  I  know  I  have  had  to 
pay  it  before  now.  The  Act  says  the  rates  in 
its  schedule  are  to  be  law  as  from  the  31st 
July,  and  it  says  that  the  several  schedules  of 
the  Aot  shall  be  deemed  to  be  part  of  the  Act  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  oontained 
in  the  body  thereof.  And  the  people  who  have 
paid  a  lower  duty  and  sell  their  goods  are  liable 
to  be  called  upon  to  pay  this  extra  money. 
Unless  these  resolutions  are  entirely  defeotive 
you  are  bound  to  be  called  upon  to  pay.    And, 
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more  than  that,  those  who  have  paid  in  excess 
will  get  a  refund.  And  all  this  prolonged  un- 
settlement  of  trade  is  most  ruinous. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  law  does  not  require  that 
there  should  be  any  excess  paid  back. 

Mr.  REE  VES.— If  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  read  the  last  paragraph  of  that  clause  he 
will  see  the  position. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  clause  goes  on  to  say,— 

"  Provided  that,  where  any  rates  of  duty  have 
been  imposed  or  altered  since  the  Baid  thirty- 
first  day  of  July  by  resolution  of  the  House  of 
-  Representatives,  such  rate  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  come  into  operation  only  from  the  date  of 
such  resolution." 

That  is  only  to  ratify  the  tentative  resolutions 
of  the  House.  The  main  clause  states  clearly 
that  the  Act  shall  come  into  operation  from 
the  81st  July.  That  overrides  and  supersedes 
ail  intermediary  resolutions.  These  never  had 
the  foroe  of  law. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  have  already  telegraphed  to 
people  to  say  that  it  is  not  to  be  done.  The 
law  does  not  require  it. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Well,  as  I  am  reminded  that 
I  have  only  half  an  hour  in  which  to  speak,  I 
cannot  debate  law-points.  All  I  know  is  that 
what  I  have  stated  has  been  the  custom  in  the 
past.  A  point  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  is 
this :  that,  while  it  is  represented  by  the  papers 
placed  before  honourable  members  that  the  in- 
crease of  taxation  in  the  original  tariff  was  only 
£10,000,  it  has  been  altered  from  time  to  time 
in  various  ways.  As  far  as  I  can  learn  from 
people  engaged  in  trade,  and  from  inquiries  I 
have  myself  made  into  the  matter,  my  impres- 
sion is  that  this  tariff  will  produce  at  least 
extra  revenue  to  the  extent  of  £60,000.  But  the 
alterations  that  have  been  made  from  one  of 
these  resolutions  to  the  other  make  it  most  diffi- 
cult to  follow  or  to  predict  what  will  oocur.  Take 
such  items  as  hats  and  caps.  Acoording  to  the 
estimates  put  before  us  the  increase  will  be 
£1,800,  but  people  in  the  trade  tell  us  that  the 
increase  will  yield  £2,350  on  that  item.  Simi- 
larly they  tell  me  that  items  under  the  heading 
"Cotton,"  put  down  at  £8,000,  will  produoe 
£28,190.  Boots  and  shoes,  which  are  put  down 
as  likely  to  produce  an  increase  of  £4,000,  by  the 
25  per  cent,  will  produce  £7,912.  Leather  sun- 
dries, put  down  at  £1,500,  will  produce  £4,000. 
Confectionery,  put  down  at  £100,  will  produoe 
£500.  Milk,  et  cetera,  put  down  at  £800,  will 
produce  £1,800.  Vinegar,  put  down  at  £200, 
will  produce  £700.  Drugs,  put  down  at  £2,500, 
will  produce  £4,500.  For  the  information  of 
honourable  members  I  would  mention  that  I 
hold  in  my  hand  an  invoice  of  tinctures, 
amounting  to  £6  10s.,  which  was  presented  to 
the  Customs,  and,  whereas  the  former  duty  de- 
manded by  the  Customs  was  21s.,  the  new  duty 
will  be  £8  15s.  I  therefore  unhesitatingly  say 
that  this  tariff  may  be  estimated  to  produoe 
£50,000,  and  I  think  it  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
resist  such  a  large  increase.  We  have  already 
referred  to  the  question  of  matches,  and  I  will 
not  take  up  further  time  on  that  item.  It  has 
been  pointed  out,  I  think,  that  £16,000  was  the 
burden  placed  on  the  people  by  this  prohibitive 
Mr.  Duthie 


tax,  without  any  equivalent ;  for,  so  far  as  can 
be  ascertained,  all  employment  in  this  faotory 
is  unlikely  to  exceed  £1,200  in  wages.  This  is 
a  gift  to  a  small  manufacturer  to  establish  him- 
self here  under  the  cover  of  these  duties.  Ha 
is  to  make  a  small  fortune  from  amongst  as* 
Such  transactions  are  simply  protection  ran 
mad.  Take  another  instance— the  case  of  cart- 
ridges. They  are  only  put  down  to  yield  an 
increase  of  £500.  The  former  duty  was  15  per 
cent.  The  present  proposal  is  to  place  a  duty 
of  88.  per  hundred  on  them,  which  is  equal  to  a 
duty  of  70  per  cent. ;  and  the  object  is  to  en- 
courage a  small  factory  in  Auckland,  which 
gives  employment  to  a  few  youths  and  women. 
Practically  all  the  materials  forming  the  cart- 
ridge are  imported.  The  sheet-brass  forming 
the  case  is  imported,  also  the  wads,  cardboard* 
caps,  and  powder ;  and  this  duty  is  simply  to 
keep  perhaps  a  dozen  persons  who  will  be  en- 
gaged in  constructing  the  cartridge.  In  the 
whole  industry  the  expenditure  in  wages  on 
this  branch  of  sporting  goods  will  not  amount 
to  £500 ;  yet  a  duty  on  three  millions,  as  was 
last  year  imported,  at  3s.  per  hundred,  amount- 
ing to  £4,500,  is  going  to  be  imposed  in  order  to> 
afford  protection  to  the  man  who  is  endeavour- 
ing to  establish  this  sort  of  bastard  industry  in 
the  oolony.  I  claim  to  be  a  Free-trader,  but  to 
have  considerable  sympathy  with  any  manu- 
facturer who  is  going  to  assist  in  the  develop- 
ment of  New  Zealand  products.  But  it  is 
quite  out  of  place  to  put  this  taxation  upon  the 
people  of  the  oolony  and  compel  them  to  pay  an 
excessive  price  in  order  to  support  industries 
which  will  yield  no  proportionate  amount  of 
employment.  I  think  suoh  taxation  ought  to- 
be  resisted.  In  approaching  this  tariff  I  may 
say  at  once  that,  although  industry  will  re- 
ceive no  benefit  from  it,  it  will  produce  a  much 
larger  revenue  than  has  been  represented. 
Honourable  members  will  remember  that  under 
tbe  tariff  imposed  by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  this 
Government  has  received  a  muoh  larger  reve- 
nue than  it  was  represented  at  the  time  would* 
result.  It  has  been  the  Customs  revenue  that 
has  kept  our  finance  in  a  strong  position. 
Ministers  take  credit  for  their  strong  finance, 
but  the  Treasurer  must  recognise  that  they 
have  had  very  little  to  do  with  it.  It  has  been* 
the  tariff  of  their  predecessors  that  has  helped 
them.  They  changed  the  direct  taxation  from 
the  property-tax  to  the  land-  and  income-tax, 
which  yields  an  amount  about  equal  to  that 
yielded  by  the  property- tax.  The  Government 
have  therefore  had  to  depend  upon  the  tariff : 
that,  with  sly  borrowing,  nas  been  their  main- 
stay. The  Colonial  Treasurer  represents  that 
he  had  last  year  a  surplus  of  £480,000:  I  do 
not  recognise  that.  From  memory  his  Burptaa 
amounted  to  £15,800, — abundantly  sufficient, 
however ;  and  I  agree  that  our  revenue  was 
amply  sufficient  for  all  purposes  of  government. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  is  great  room,  I  say, 
for  reductions  in  our  expenditure.  The  State 
Labour  Department  is  getting  to  be  very  costly, 
and  the  Lands  Department  is  also  swelling 
enormously,  without  beneficial  results  in  either 
case.    We  find  that  large  sums  of  money  have; 
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1)66X1  spent  on  Dairy  Experts,  and  that  no 
benefit  has  been  obtained  by  the  colony.  We 
are  squandering  money  through  having  a  re- 
venue already  in  excess  of  the  actual  require- 
ments of  the  colony.  I  trust  that  as  we  pro- 
ceed the  House  will  keep  a  very  tight  rein  on 
Ministers,  in  order  to  prevent  the  increase  of 
■our  taxation  that  is  covered  up  under  these 
tariff  proposals.  In  addition  to  that  I  would 
cepeat  what  I  have  already  mentioned — that 
we,  as  a  oolony,  are  the  highest-taxed  colony 
in  Australasia  with  the  exception  of  Queens- 
land. In  New  South  Wales,  for  1892  and 
1893,  the  duty  imposed  on  imports  amounted 
to  12-82 ;  in  Victoria,  to  13*21 ;  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, to  889 — that  is,  upon  the  value  of  goods 
imported.  In  New  Zealand  we  paid  24*53, 
or  three  times  the  rate  imposed  on  imports 
into  South  Australia.  We  ace  still  increasing 
thiB  amount.  This  excessive  load  of  taxation 
will  mean  additional  burdens  being  placed  on 
the  colony.  If  we  turn  to  the  taxation  per 
head,  we  find  that  in  New  South  Wales  it  is 
£s.  2d. ;  in  Victoria,  9s.  6d. ;  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, 13s.  4d. ;  and  in  New  Zealand,  £1  Os.  2d. : 
that  is  from  the  taxation  per  head.  The  in- 
direct taxation  per  head  in  New  South  Wales 
ib  £2  Is.  8d. ;  in  Victoria,  £1 14s.  lOd. ;  in  South 
Australia,  £1  10s.  5d. ;  and  in  New  Zealand, 
£2  lis.  Id.:  making  a  total  for  this  colony 
of  £3  lis.  3d.,  as  against  New  South  Wales, 
.£2  6s.  lOd.  ;  Victoria,  £2  4s.  4d. ;  and  South 
Australia,  £2  3s.  9d.  We  therefore  pay  30  per 
«ent.  more  taxation  than  any  Australian  oolony ; 
-and  we  come  to  this  question :  Can  we  expect 
•this  country  to  become  prosperous  when  ad- 
ditional burdens  are  being  placed  upon  the 
people,  as  proposed  by  this  tariff  ?  As  already 
•mentioned,  there  are  duties  imposed  which 
are  not  intended  to  produce  revenue.  I  have 
referred  to  matches  and  to  cartridges;  but 
there  are  also  a  number  of  other  articles,  such 
as  cotton  goods.  We  must  recognise  that 
.people  who  have  fixed  incomes  must  restriot 
their  expenditure.  The  woman  who  has  got 
•only  £10  a  year  to  expend  for  clothes,  if  the 
price  of  clothing  is  increased  by  means  of 
the  tariff,  has  to  content  herself  with  an 
inferior  article  and  a  cheaper  line  of  goods. 
This  means  that  the  revenue  is  not  benefited, 
and  therefore  we  have  to  see  that  no  higher 
duty  is  placed  on  articles  that  only  injure  the 
people  and  yield  no  increase  of  revenue.  Then, 
in  regard  to  tombstones  we  find  that  the  duty  is 
also  increased.  This  is  very  sad,  because  when 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  goes  to  a  higher  region 
his  memory  will  be  affected  by  the  duty.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  very  much  interested 
in  this  question  of  tombstones,  because  his 
friends  will  require  a  very  large  one  on  which 
all  his  deeds  and  virtues  can  be  recorded.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  he  will  revise  the  duty, 
.because  when  a  person  finds  that  the  price  of  a 
tombstone  for  which  at  other  times  £10  has 
been  ample  is  increased  he  will  not  be  able 
to  afford  so  good  an  article ;  he  Bimply  will 
•content  himself  with  a  meaner  stone,  without 
•benefiting  the  revenue.  Some  of  these  duties, 
I  think,  would  have  been  better  if  they  had 


been  left  alone.  So  far  as  anomalies  of  the 
tariff  are  oonoerned,  I  regret  that  time  will 
not  permit  me  to  indioate  them.  We  have 
all  pointed  out  the  absurdity  of  certain  classes 
of  shirtings  and  cotton  goods  coming  under 
one  duty  if  brought  in  in  the  piece,  but  if 
out  up  in  bond  coming  under  another  rate  of 
duty.  I  a9k  why  such  an  absurdity  should  be 
necessary,  and  why  a  line  of  goods  imported  for 
one  purpose  is  free,  while  for  another  it  has 
to  pay  duty.  Surely  that  is  an  absurdity  that 
should  not  be  allowed.  With  regard  to  bolts 
and  nuts,  it  has  already  been  pointed  out  that 
the  bolt  up  to  Sin.  in  length  comes  in  free  of 
duty  if  of  a  oertain  thickness ;  if,  however,  it 
is  5£in.  long  it  has  to  pay  20  per  cent.  duty. 
Why  should  there  be  suoh  an  absurdity  as 
that  ?  There  is  no  sin  in  a  bolt  being  over  5in. 
in  length,  and  therefore  such  a  duty  seems  to 
me  utterly  absurd.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wants  to  fix  a  duty  on  bolts  and  nuts, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  strike  an  average, 
say,  of  10  per  cent.,  and  let  them  all  come 
in  under  that  rate,  irrespective  of  size  ? 
That  is  a  matter  which  has  been  alluded  to 
before,  but  I  mention  it  again  now  because,  the 
previous  resolution  having  defined  the  duty  as 
being  placed  on  nuts  up  to  l}in.  thick,  people 
have  had  to  pay  this  duty,  and,  in  common  fair- 
ness, the  Government  should,  I  think,  refund 
the  money  paid  under  that  rate,  and  I  hope 
they  will  not  fail  to  do  so.  With  regard  to 
assisting  manufacturers,  I  have  read  through 
the  tariff  with  a  desire  to  find  some  manufacture 
which  is  to  be  benefited  by  it,  and  1  should  like 
very  much  to  hear  if  the  Treasurer  can  point 
out  some  manufacturer  who  is  to  be  assisted  by 
the  alterations.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  by  speaking  to  various  people  in  the 
manufacturing  lines,  I  cannot  find  any  one 
who  can  see  that  there  is  any  advantage  to 
their  particular  manufactures.  Generally  they 
agree  that  the  old  tariff  so  far  as  assisting 
manufacture  was  a  failure,  and  I  believe  this 
tariff  will  injure  a  number  of  manufactures 
instead  of  helping  them.  We  see  that  the 
Treasurer  has  been  receiving  various  deputa- 
tions— one  from  the  painters,  who  convinced 
him  that  the  proposed  duty  on  oil  would  injure 
them  considerably.  He  has  had  to  yield  to 
their  representations,  and  has  struck  the  duty 
off,  which  ought  never  to  have  been  put  on. 
The  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have  taken 
the  advice  of  experts  as  to  the  effect  on  the 
trade  of  this  duty,  before  attempting  to  alter  it. 
It  seems  evident  that  the  Treasurer  wanted  to 
alter  so  many  items  in  the  tariff  that  nobody 
could  tell  the  immediate  effect  of  the  altera- 
tions. He  desired  to  confuse  the  whole  tariff, 
so  as  to  get  the  extra  amount  of  revenue  he 
seeks  to  obtain  without  detection.  We  found 
last  night  that  the  Treasurer  and  his  colleagues 
were  very  much  pleased  and  joyful  indeed  at 
the  alteration  in  the  boot  tariff,  and  their  great 
joy  was  that  the  effect  of  the  alteration  proposed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  would  be, 
they  said,  to  bring  in  more  revenue  instead  of 
the  reduction  the  Government  asserted  would 
be  effected  under  their  proposals.    There  is  no 
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doubt  these  proposals  really  do  mean  an  in- 
creased amount  of  revenue.  I  warn  the  House 
to  note  the  spirit  shown  by  the  Treasurer  and 
the  Premier  after  that  alteration  was  made, 
as  it  gives  an  indication  that  the  object  of 
those  honourable  gentlemen  was  to  get  more 
revenue,  and  that  is  why^they  rejoiced  when 
they  got  it.  The  House  will  see  the  feelings 
inspiring  them,  and  the  colony  requires  to  be 
put  on  its  guard  to  prevent  suoh  a  duty  from 
being  imposed.  The  tariff  has  been  drafted 
with  the  objeot  of  confusing  its  results ;  it  has 
unsettled  industries  and  done  a  great  deal  of 
harm;  and  the  honourable  gentleman,  when 
asked  what  increase  it  would  yield,  could  not 
tell.  Tbe  great  bulk  of  the  alterations  are  made 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  an  extra  amount 
of  revenue.  If  we  turn  to  the  tariff  itself,  from 
tbe  head-line  to  the  imprint  it  is  simply  a 
tinkering  tariff ;  it  will  effect  no  benefit  to  any 
one,  but  will  bring  contempt  upon  its  promoters, 
both  now  and  in  future  years.  I  might  say 
that  I  have  no  desire  to  embarrass  the- honour- 
able gentleman's  finance.  I  recognise  tbat  a 
certain  revenue  is  wanted,  and  that  the  same 
amount  of  revenue  we  have  had  in  the  past 
must  be  maintained.  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
assist  the  Treasurer  to  maintain  the  revenue  of 
the  country,  but  this  revisal  of  the  tariff  will  be 
of  no  benefit  to  any  class  in  the  colony.  It  has 
been  introduced  to  the  House,  and,  however 
much  we  may  regret  it,  we  must  make  the  best 
of  it. 

g  o0  Major  STEWAKD.— Sir,  the  honour- 
'  able  member  who  has  just  sat  down 
speaks  at  so  great  a  pace  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  any  honourable  member  not 
acquainted  with  shorthand  to  follow  him  at 
all ;  how  the  reporters  in  the  gallery  follow 
him  I  really  do  not  know.  Report  says  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  speaks  at  the  rate  of 
from  210  to  220  words  a  minute ;  if  he  does, 
I  should  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  speaks  at  the  rate  of  250  or 
260.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Tariff  Commission,  although  he 
did  not  serve  on  it.  I  think  that  he  retained 
office  with  a  view  of  dissenting  from  or  agree- 
ing to,  as  he  might  think  fit,  the  report  of  the 
Commission  if  he  happened  to  be  out  from 
England  in  time.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
took  any  course  with  regard  to  this  matter, 
but,  at  any  rate,  he  is  particeps  criminis  in 
regard  to  the  report,  as  he  was  one  of  the  per- 
sons commissioned  by  His  Excellency  to  draw 
up  the  report.  The  honourable  member  for 
Masterton  lias  been  good  enough  to  speak  of 
the  Tariff  Commission  as  "  that  precious  Com- 
mission." As  Chairman  of  the  Commission 
during  the  whole  of  tbe  debate  I  have  hardly 
said  one  single  word  until  now;  but  I  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact: 
that,  wherever  the  Treasurer  has  departed  from 
the  recommendations  we  bad  the  honour  to 
make,  in  every  case  he  has  had  to  retrace  his 
steps,  and  the  House  has  so  far  affirmed  exactly 
what  the  Commission  recommended. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  Commission  recom- 
jnended  80  per  cent,  on  boots. 
Mr.  Duthie 


Major  STEWARD.— The  Commission  did  not 
recommend  80  per  cent.,  it  recommended  25 
per  cent.,  and  last  night  the  House  affirmed 
25  per  cent.,  as  against  the  proposal  for  a  com- 
pound tariff  of  a  duty  ad  valorem  and  of  so 
much  per  pair.  In  the  report  of  the  Commission 
reasons  were  given  why  it  was  not  expedient 
to  go  in  for  a  compound  system  of  duty;  and 
the  Colonial  Treasurer— I  think,  unwisely — 
came  down  with  a  new  proposal  last  night  for  a 
compound  system,  and  the  House  rejected  it, 
and  adopted  exactly  what  the  Commission  had 
recommended.  Now,  with  regard  to  tbe  duty 
on  tea,  what  did  the  Commission  recommend  t 
It  recommended  that  there  should  be  suoh  a 
reduction  in  the  duty  as  would  reach  the  con- 
sumer. There  was  a  proposal  that  there  should 
be  a  reduction  of  Id.  per  pound.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  Id.  per  pound  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  reach  the  consumer,  and  it  was  pointed  out 
that  2d.  per  pound  would  be  so  large  an  amount 
tbat  the  effect  of  competition  would  necessarily 
be  that  the  consumer  should  get  the  benefit 
of  the  reduction.  The  Treasurer,  after  about 
seven  days'  consideration  of  a  matter  which  had 
taken  us  about  four  months,  came  down  with 
the  proposal  to  reduce  the  duty  by  3d.  Subse- 
quently he  had  to  alter  that;  and  last  night 
what  was  proposed  ?  That  there  should  be  Id. 
reduction  up  to  December,  and  then  in  Decem- 
ber a  reduction  of  2d.,  exactly  as  recommended 
by  the  Commission.  Then,  as  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  tbe  fruit  duty :  There  were  representa- 
tions made  to  us  by  the  fruitgrowers  in  Otago 
and  in  Auokland  requiring  not  only  that  there 
should  be  an  increase  in  the  duty  on  colonial  - 
grown  fruit,  but  also  that,  in  order  to  secure  a. 
market  for  locally-grown  fruit,  a  duty  should 
be  placed  on  South  Sea  Island  fruit.  We  con- 
sidered the  matter  verv  carefully  indeed;  we 
considered  that  New  Zealand  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  large  trade  in  future  with  the  islands 
in  the  Pacific,  and  we  thought  it  was  a  states- 
manlike position  to  take  up  that  we  ought  not 
to  recommend  anything  to  be  done  that  would 
by  any  means  interfere  with  our  efforts  in  this 
direotion.  We  recommended  directly  against  a 
duty  on  South  Sea  Island  fruit,  and,  for  rea- 
sons which  we  set  forth,  recommended  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  colonial-grown  fruit,  because 
we  held  that  the  result  would  simply  be,  not  to 
increase  the  price  to  the  consumer,  but  to  secure 
a  market  to  the  local  sellers,  and  that  the  con- 
sumer would  eventually  have  at  a  lower  price 
a  better  article.  What  happened?  The  Go- 
vernment came  down  and  proposed  a  duty  on 
the  island  fruit.  The  House  rejected  it  by  en- 
large majority,  and  the  House  again  agreed 
with  the  views  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  and 
agreed  with  the  increase  in  duty  on  colonial- 
grown  fruit.  So  that  point  for  point  up  to  this 
stage  every  recommendation  we  have  had  the 
honour  to  make  has  been  adopted,  although, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
attempted  to  break  away,  and  has  brought 
down  various  other  recommendations.  He  has 
had  to  bring  down  time  after  time  different 
resolutions,  and  has  had  again  and  again  te- 
am end  them  unless  they  were  on  all  fours  with 
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our  recommendations.  There  are  yet  to  oome 
other  questions,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  prophesy. 
We  recommended  free  salt,  in  the  interests  of 
the  agricultural  community.  The  Treasurer  has 
withheld  this  point,  because  of  the  proposals 
for  a  reciprocal  treaty  with  South  Australia, 
one  of  the  exports  from  which  country  to  New 
Zealand  would  be  salt.  Whether  or  not  this 
treaty  is  carried  out,  I  think,  in  the  interests 
of  farmers,  we  should  have  free  salt  in  this  con- 
try.  Then,  we  also  recommended  the  importa- 
tion of  fencing -wire  free,  in  the  interests  of 
the  settlers,  because  every  man  who  takes  up 
land  under  the  regulations  has  to  fence  it, 
and  has  in  most  cases  to  use  fencing-wire. 
These  two  things' we  thought  would  affect  very 
large  interests.  We  also  recommended  a  re- 
duction on  kerosene.  These  points  have  to  be 
considered,  but  other  points  have  every  one 
of  them  been  adopted  by  the  House.  Now,  I 
am  going  to  say  one  or  two  words  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie),  who  says  that  under  the  Tariff 
Bill  now  before  the  House  all  the  anomalies 
that  have  existed  in  the  past  have  not  been 
removed.  This  is  entirely  true,  and  it  is  true 
that  it  is  impossible  to  form  any  tariff  under 
which  there  would  not  be  some  anomalies  to 
complain  of.  But  there  was  a  recommenda- 
tion made  by  the  Tariff  Commission  with  a 
view  of  removing  an  anomaly  with  regard  to 
the  much- debated  question  of  flannelette.  It 
appeared,  from  the  evidence  of  merchants 
in  Dunedin,  in  Auckland,  and  in  Wellington, 
that  this  was  the  position  with  regard  to 
flannelette :  These  articles  are  made  en- 
tirely of  cotton,  no  wool  entering  into  their 
composition,  but  the  question  of  pattern  very 
largely  influenced  the  question  of  the  duty.  It 
appeared  that  the  Customhouse  officials,  say, 
in  Wellington,  in  the  case  of  a  bale  of  flan- 
nelette, would  pick  out  two  or  three  pieces 
which  they  thought,  because  of  their  pattern, 
were  likely  to  be  used  for  ladies'  dresses,  and 
therefore  should  come  under  the  doty  of  15  or 
90  per  cent.,  whereas  certain  other  patterns 
they  did  not  think  likely  to  be  so  used  would  be 
passed  in  at  a  lower  rate.  Another  Customhouse 
official,  say,  in  Dunedin  or  Auokland,  would 
pick  out  entirely  different  patterns  on  whioh  to 
place  the  higher  duty;  so  that  men  might  be 
importing  the  identically  same  article,  and  yet 
one  would  be  paying  10  per  cent,  more  than 
the  other.  To  avoid  that,  we  recommended 
they  should  be  placed  in  the  same  class  as 
ordinary  textile  goods.  With  this  single  ex- 
ception, we  recommended  that  all  cotton  goods 
be  admitted  absolutely  free  of  duty.  We  also 
recommended  that  forfar,  dowlas,  and  flax 
sheetings  should  be  admitted  free  of  duty  ;  and 
I  see  in  this  Bill  the  Treasurer  has  qualifying 
words — namely,  if  out  up  into  certain  lengths. 
I  objeot  to  this  in  toto>  and  I  think  the  words 
"brown  holland"  should  be  added,  and  the 
whole  should  oome  in  absolutely  free  of  duty. 
So  far  as  I  can  gather,  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  much  difference  in  the  revenue  if 
the'  Qualifying  words  were  struck  out,  and  it 
would  be  far  better  not  to  have  those  words, 


and  that  these  articles  should  be  admitted  free, 
without  its  being  necessary  to  have  them  out 
up  into  certain  lengths.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton  asked  for  some  special  con- 
sideration for  hat-makers.  I  do  not  know  why 
they  should  be  considered  more  than  boot- 
makers or  any  other  trade  in  this  colony. 
Evidence  was  given  before  us  in  Dunedin  with 
regard  to  the  hat -making  industry,  which 
honourable  members  can  see  in  the  report  of 
the  Commission,  and  which  will  be  found  to 
be  very  interesting ;  but,  after  going  over  it 
all,  we  found  that  to  recommend  anything  like 
the  amount  of  duty  the  manufacturers  asked 
for  we  should  raise  the  price  of  all  felt  hats 
to  such  an  amount  that  we  did  not  think  it 
would  .be  right  to  suggest  anything  of  the 
kind.  Consequently  we  did  not  recommend 
it ;  and  if  the  honourable  member  for  Master- 
ton  were  to  read  the  evidence  given  before  us 
in  Dunedin  he  would  oome  to  the  same  con- 
clusion as  we  did:  that  the  assistance  asked 
for  this  industry  was  more  than  ought  to  be 
granted,  and  was  more  than  the  interests  of 
the  oountry  demanded.  A  few  words  have  been 
said  with  regard  to  the  question  of  match- 
making. I  know  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  will  not  agree  with  me,  but  I  can- 
not help  that.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  abso- 
lutely true  that  with  a  certain  rate  of  duty 
whioh  involves  such  protection  to  that  indus- 
try that  the  local  manufacturers  would  seoure 
the  whole  market  the  result  would  be  that  we 
should  lose  from  £14,000  to  £16,000  of  revenue. 
Very  well ;  the  whole  wages  of  all  the  em- 
ploy6s  in,  this  industry  only  amount  to  £4,000. 
The  thing,  therefore,  is  dear.  It  would  pay  us 
better  to  pay  the  whole  of  those  wages  to  those 
employes  and  obtain  the  duty  on  imported 
matches  than  to  keep  up  the  industry  in  this 
way.  We  are  paying  20s.  in  order  to  get  5s. 
I  cannot  see  that  this  is  wise  or  reasonable! 
and  I  think,  therefore,  the  Treasurer  was  right 
in  altering  the  schedule.  Why  he  has  gone 
between  the  amount  originally  proposed  and 
the  amount  subsequently  proposed  I  do  not 
know,  but  he  has  evidently  split  the  difference. 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  longer. 
When  the  Bill  comes  into  Committee  I  shall 
speak  on  the  various  questions  at  issue.  On 
the  whole,  I  think  the  Bill  is  a  fair  one.  I  have 
only  further  to  say  that  I  think  both  sides  have 
made  mistakes.  It  was  a  mistake  on  the  part 
of  the  Qovernment  to  bring  down  four  sets  of 
resolutions,  to  be  debated  four  times  over.  It 
would  have  been  better  to  bring  down  the  Bill 
immediately  after  the  first  resolutions  were 
passed.  And,  on  the  other  side,  it  was  a  mis- 
take to  debate  temporary  resolutions  whioh 
ought  to  have  gone  into  immediate  effect,  and 
the  debate  should  have  been  taken  on  the 
merits  of  the  case  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— It  is  very  agreeable  to 
me  to  find  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission dealing  so  very  kindly  and  in  such  a 
pleasant  manner  with  an  industry  whioh  is 
in  my  electoral  district.  I  am  also,  although  we 
may  differ,  and  differ  strongly,  under  a  deep 
debt  of  gratitude  to  him  for  the  very  kindly 
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maimer  in  which  he  has  mentioned  this  par- 
ticular match  indastryf  in  which  I  am  very 
much  interested,  though  not  financially.  But, 
before  proceeding  to  touch  on  the  match  ques- 
tion, I  should  like  just  to  refer  to  some  of  the 
remarks  that  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  That  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  the  course  of  bis  remarks, 
stated  that  he  took  considerable  exception  to 
the  great  power  that  is  going  to  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Customs  authorities  in  con- 
nection with  the  shirting  which  is  introduced 
into  this  colony.  Well,  I  do  not  see  anything 
very  objectionable  in  the  new  tariff  that  is 
going  to  be  introduced  as  far  as  shirting  is 
concerned.  It  just  simply  means  this :  If  a 
dispute  should  occur,  in  regard  to  any  line  of 
shirting  that  may  be  imported  into  this  colony, 
as  to  the  duty  which  the  importer  should  pay 
upon  it,  and  the  Customs  officials  fancy  that  it 
is  not  going  to  be  utilised  for  shirt  purposes, 
they  can  demand  that  the  importer  shall  cut  it 
up  in  bond  into  the  necessary  lengths  for  that 
purpose,  so  that  the  importer  may  be  able  to 
show  his  bona  fides.  I  think  that  is  very  fair; 
and  any  honest  importer  or  tradesman  who  is 
prepared  to  treat  the  Customs  in  a  fair  and 
honourable  way  should  have  no  reason  to  object 
to  any  rule  of  this  description.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  also  made  the  statement  that 
we  are  the  heaviest- taxed  colony  of  the  whole 
Australasian  group.  It  is  quite  possible  we  are ; 
but  what  are  the  reasons  that  have  caused  us 
to  be  the  heaviest- taxed  colony  at  the  present 
moment  ?  Is  it  not  because  we  have  expended 
large  sums  of  money  in  developing  and  opening 
up  the  country?  And  who  have  benefited  by 
the  large  expenditure  of  money  that  has  taken 
place  in  this  colony  in  days  gone  past?  Is  it 
not  the  honourable  member  himself  and  some 
of  his  friends  who  have  reaped  the  advantage 
from  this  colony  having  in  past  years  spent  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  money  in  carrying 
on  a  vigorous  public-works  policy,  which  has 
been  the  means  of  enhancing  the  value  of  land 
all  over  the  colony,  of  which  increased  value  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends  have 
reaped  the  benefit  ?  Why,  then,  should  they  be 
the  first  to  turn  round  and  find  fault  with  the 
enhanced  value  put  on  their  property  by  this 
policy?  Why  should  they  raise  a  cry  when- 
ever the  slightest  attempt  is  made  to  assist  the 
industrial  portion  of  the  community  by  trying 
to  remove  some  of  the  anomalies  that  are  at 
present  existing  in  the  tariff  ?  and  why  should 
they  raise  a  cry  about  the  heavy  taxation  that 
we  are  called  on  to  pay  in  this  place,  seeing 
that  they  and  their  friends  have  reaped  the  ad- 
vantages ?  I  can  assure  my  honourable  friend 
the  workers  got  mighty  little.  My  honourable 
friend  was  also  one  of  those  who  attacked  this 
match  industry,  along  with  a  good  few  more 
honourable  gentlemen.  Now,  Sir,  it  may  be  a 
slightly  egotistical  remark,  but  still  it  is  true, 
that  I  have  found  in  my  short  experience  of  the 
House  that  the  less  some  honourable  gentle- 
men know  of  a  particular  industry  the  more 
they  are  prepared  to  talk  about  it  and  to  tell 
you  all  about  it,  and  what  the  actual  loss  is 
Mr.  Morrison 


going  to  be  to  the  colony  in  connection  with 
this  particular  industry.  I  made  the  state- 
ment before  in  this  House  that  since  the 
establishment  of  the  matoh  factories  in  this 
colony  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  matches.  I  maintain  that  statement,  whioh 
I  made  a  few  nights  ago,  although  it  has 
been  challenged  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha,  who  is  supported  in  that  view  by  his 
colleague  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie) ;  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  (Captain  Bussell)  has  also  taken 
that  view  of  the  matter.  Now,  Sir,  did  these 
gentlemen  bring  forward  one  single  fact  to 
prove  their  statement  to  be  correct  ?  No,  Sir. 
Pure  assertion  ;—  and  they  call  this  argument. 
Now,  what  are  the  facts  in  connection  with 
this  match  industry  ?  The  actual  price  of  the 
class  of  matches  that  are  known  as  "  plaids," 
before  the  factories  were  established  in  this 
colony,  was  8s.  lid.  per  gross.  The  price  now, 
since  the  factories  have  been  established,  or 
shortly  after  they  were  established,  was  re- 
duced to  3s.  8d.  per  gross,  whioh  is  a  reduction 
of  3d.  per  gross. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— What  is  the  difference  to  the 
consumer  ? 

Mr.  MORKISON.— I  will  come  to  the  con- 
sumer presently.  I  am  going  to  show  there 
has  been  an  actual  reduction  in  price,  and,  if 
the  consumer  is  not  receiving  the  benefit  here, 
I  know  he  is  down  south.  Now,  the  price  was 
reduced  to  3s.  8d.  immediately  after  these 
factories  were  established.  Then,  look  at  the 
wages  that  are  required  to  be  paid  in  this 
colony.  The  employes  in  connection  with  this 
industry  are  paid,  on  an  average,  50  per  cent, 
higher  wages  than  are  received  at  Home  ;  and, 
while  on  this  wage  question,  the  statement  has 
just  been  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  that  the  money  that  would  be  ex- 
pended in  connection  with  these  two  factories 
which  have  been  established  in  this  colony 
would  amount  to  £4,000  per  annum.  That 
sum  has  to  be  added  to  the  wages-sheet  of  the 
colony.  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie)  says  it  will  only  amount 
to  £1,200.  Now,  I  fancy  that  the  Chairman 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  should  be  in  the  best 
position  to  know  near  about  the  amount  that 
would  be  expended  in  wages,  so  that  honour- 
able members  will  see  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  sometimes 
talks  about  things  that  he  barely  understands. 
Then,  it  has  been  said  that  the  girls  and  boys 
engaged  in  these  factories  are  not  receiving 
wages.  I  can  speak  from  personal  knowledge 
as  to  two  girls  who  left  the  dressmaking  indus- 
try down  south,  who  were  working  for  a  firm 
of  which  for  the  moment  I  forget  the  name, 
for  the  very  small  wage  of  5s.  a  week,  and 
they  were  not  six  weeks  engaged  in  this  matoh 
factory  before  they  were  earning  15s.  per  week — 
and  a  tidy,  clean,  wholesome  industry  it  is,  and 
there  is  nothing  dangerous  attached  to  it  at 
all.  That  is  as  far  as  wages  are  conoerned  in 
the  South.  I  am  informed  that  in  Wellington 
they  earn  as  muoh  as  £1  per  week.  So  far 
as  prices  are  concerned,  my  honourable  friend 
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the  member  for  Bruce  interjected,  "What 
About  the  consumer  ?  "  I  will  tell  him  about 
(he  consumer.  Ten  years  ago,  five  years  ago, 
grocers  and  other  tradespeople  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  selling  the  matches  called  "250*8" 
charged  2s.  per  dozen;  it  did  not  matter 
whether  you  bought  by  the  dozen  or  the  half- 
4ozen,  or  by  the  single  box — that  was  the  uni- 
form price.  To-day  one  can  walk  into  a  shop 
and  buy  them  at  Is.  8d.  a  dozen  boxes,  and  so 
on  in  proportion ;  so  that  there  is  a  reduction 
there  of  at  least  10  per  oent. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  pay  2d.  per  box. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— You  may  pay  3d.  to  the 
tobacconist  when  you  ask  for  a  single  box.  I 
have  paid  that  to  the  tobacconist  myself ;  but 
that  is  not  a  fair  gauge.  I  say  the  mere  fact 
-of  these  factories  being  started  and  oompeting 
against  the  importers  will  still  further  tend  to 
Teduce  the  prices  of  these  matches  to  the  oon- 
-sumer.  Now  wi  th  regard  to  this  loss  of  revenue. 
How  is  it  going  to  come  about  ?  These  honour- 
able gentlemen  seem  to  jump  to  the  conclusion 
that  immediately  these  factories  start  the 
whole  importation  of  matches  is  going  to  drop 
off,  and  in  one  moment  the  colony  is  going  to 
lose  the  whole  of  this  £16,000,  and  it  is  to  be 
an  actual  loss  to  the  revenue.  Now,  do  facts 
support  this  view  of  the  case  ?  Let  us  take  for 
the  purposes  of  fair  illustration  the  statistics 
of  the  other  colonies  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  Has  Victoria  lost  the  whole  of  her 
♦revenue  on  matches  since  the  match  factories 
-were  established  there?  I  say  No.  And  the 
same  thing  will  occur  here.  Still,  the  import- 
ing of  matches  will  continue,  the  indenting  of 
<fhat  line  will  go  on  along  with  other  lines, 
and  the  result  will  be  keener  competition  and 
a  better  and  cheaper  article  to  the  consumer, 
•and  there  will  not  be  this  loss  of  revenue  to 
the  colony  that  is  feared  by  some  honourable 
gentlemen.  There  is  another  view  of  this 
question  that  can  be  taken,  too,  which  has 
been  entirely  overlooked  by  other  speakers. 
"That  is  in  connection  with  the  raw  materials 
used  in  connection  with  this  match  industry. 
It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  those  who  have 
.gone  into  this  industry  have  got  to  import  a 
particular  kind  of  stearine  of  peouliar  hard- 
ness— even  harder  than  the  Btearine  used  in 
candle-making.  It  is  not  procurable  in  the 
•colony ;  at  least  the  soap-factories  will  not  make 
it,  because  they  have  not  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery, and  therefore  will  not  trouble  with  it. 
Then,  there  is  a  certain  kind  of  wax  employed ; 
so  that  really  the  amount  of  duty  to  be  paid  on 
these  two  raw  products  alone  would  come  to, 
I  am  sure,  olose  on  £4,000  per  annum.  There- 
fore, when  the  honourable  gentlemen  raise  a 
cry  about  the  match  monopoly  and  "protec- 
tion run  mad,"  and  that  we  are  going  to  give 
416,000  a  year  to  these  manufacturers,  I  am 
afraid  they  have  not  given  this  matter  that 
-consideration  which  it  deserves.  Now,  for  an 
illustration,  I  will  take  them  on  different 
grounds,  and  I  say,  admitting  their  statements 
are  correct,  and  that  their  view  is  a  fairly  rea- 
sonable one,  we  will  just  apply  the  same  argu- 
jnent  they  have  applied  to  the  match  industry 


to  every  other  industry  in  New  Zealand ;  and 
how  will  it  work  out  ?  If  we  were  to  refuse  to 
assist  every  other  industry  in  the  oolony  that 
depends  on  and  requires  an  import  duty  for  it 
to  live,  as  against  the  importer,  what  would  it 
do  ?  We  should  have  our  markets  flooded  with 
imported  goods  manufactured  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  oases  by  nations  which  live  on  a  lower 
plane  of  civilisation  than  ours,  and  we  should 
have  our  workmen  going  about  idle.  Talk 
about  the  loss  of  revenue  1  it  would  be  an  entire 
loss  of  revenue,  because  the  working -people 
would  not  be  able  to  purchase  anything.  It 
does  not  matter  whether  a  working-man  has 
to  pay  4d.  for  a  21b.  loaf,  if  he  has  got  the 
money  to  do  it  with ;  if  he  is  paid  deoent  wages 
and  has  plenty  of  work  he  does  not  grudge  it. 
But  if  he  has  no  work  and  no  money,  what  is 
the  good  of  telling  him  that  the  21b.  loaf  is  a 
penny  cheaper  when  he  has  no  money  to  buy 
it  ?  I  am  not  a  prohibitive  Protectionist,  but 
only  a  moderate  Protectionist ;  but  I  main- 
tain that  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  some 
enoouragement  is  given  to  the  struggling  manu- 
facturers and  artisans  of  this  oolony.  So 
much  for  that  particular  view  of  the  mat- 
ter at  this  moment.  Of  course  I  shall  have 
something  more  to  say  in  connection  with 
this  industry  before  this  particular  item  be- 
comes law.  There  is  another  matter  that  I 
should  like  just  to  touch  upon,  and  that  is  in 
connection  with  fruit.  While  I  am  not  a  sup- 
porter of  the  duty  that  was  attempted  to  be 
placed  on  the  island-grown  fruit,  still  at  the 
same  time  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  look  at 
it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  orchard iBts  and 
settlers  in  thiB  country,  who  in  a  large  number 
of  cases  have  sunk  large  sums  of  money  in 
establishing  orchards,  and  now  find  themselves 
literally  Bmothered  out  of  their  own  market 
by  the  heavy  lines  of  imported  fruit  brought 
in  from  the  other  colonies.  Why,  away  down 
south,  in  Dunedin,  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  what  have  our  Teviot  settlers  had  to  do  ? 
The  Teviot  fruitgrowers  have  had  to  band 
themselves  together  to  put  all  their  goods  in 
one  auctioneer's  hands,  so  that  the  auctioneer 
might  assist  to  bring  produoer  and  consumer 
together.  They  found  it  was  not  of  the  slightest 
use  to  try  to  sell  their  fruit  to  the  retail  fruit- 
dealers,  because  these  would  only  buy  to  suit 
themselves,  and  only  at  a  prioe  that,  in  a  large 
number  of  cases,  did  not  afford  a  sufficient 
profit  to  pay  the  oarriage  of  the  fruit  to  mar- 
ket. What  have  the  fruitgrowers  of  the  Teviot 
done?  I  suppose  some  honourable  gentlemen 
are  well  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  ooun- 
try.  They  have  banded  themselves  together. 
They  have  had  a  olass  of  spring-wagons  spe- 
cially adapted  for  fruit-conveyance  built,  and 
in  these  they  convey  fruit  fifty  or  sixty  miles, 
to  connect  with  the  train  at  Lawrence,  and 
the  fruit  is  taken  thence  by  rail  to  Dun- 
edin, where  it  is  sold.  Two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred cases  of  Teviot  fruit  last  season  were 
sent  up  to  Wellington  to  be  sold  here,  and 
there  was  a  large  exportation  of  their  fruit 
also  to  Christchurch  and  various  other  parts  of 
the  oolony.    The  idea,  therefore,  of  our  not 
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being  able  to  grow  enough  fruit  in  this  colony, 
and  of  our  having  to  depend  on  importations 
from  Tasmania  and  the  other  colonies  to  keep 
our  market  supplied,  is  simply  bosh.  We  had 
the  statement  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Glutha — I  should  be  very  glad  if  he  were 
in  his  place  now — that  the  farmers  were  actu- 
ally so  lazy  that  they  would  not  pick  up  apples 
that  were  lying  on  the  ground  and  pack  them, 
simply  because  they  could  not  get  more  than 
Id.  per  pound.  I  oould  understand  their  not 
picking  up  windfalls,  but  I  have  never  known 
of  a  farmer  who  was  not  prepared  to  pack  his 
fruit  and  seDd  it  to  market  if  he  could  depend 
upon  getting  a  reasonable  price  for  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  has  retired, 
or  I  certainly  would  have  a  few  words  to 
say  in  connection  with  him.  Of  course,  he 
gave  us  what  I  may  term  a  thorough  farmer's 
speech :  it  was  of  no  use  encouraging  anything 
in  this  colony  in  the  shape  of  industry ;  — 
"  paltry  match  factories,"  paltry  this,  that, 
and  the  other  thing.  All  the  country  had  got 
to  do  was  to  look  after  the  farming  interest. 
g0  Now,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  repre- 
'  sontatives  of  these  farmers,  has  not 
this  House  behaved  very  generously  to  the 
farmers  in  the  past?  The  representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  towns  are  asking  for  the 
assistance  of  the  representatives  of  the  farmers 
in  trying  to  get  a  certain  amount  of  assistance 
or  protection  for  the  struggling  artisans  of  the 
colony.  What  have  the  representatives  of  these 
people  done  for  them  in  the  past  ?  Why,  have 
we  not  assisted  them  in  years  past  in  fight- 
ing the  land-monopolists,  so  that  they  might 
provide  homes  for  themselves  and  their  child- 
ren? Why,  but  last  session  we  passed  a  Bill 
authorising  the  Government  to  borrow  three 
millions  of  money.  What  to  do  ?  To  lend  it  out 
to  the  farmers ;  and  these  are  the  people  who 
under  the  present  circumstances  are  refusing 
to  grant  the  little  assistance,  the  very  little  as- 
sistance, that  the  representatives  of  the  artisan 
class,  the  industrial  community,  are  asking  at 
their  hands  to-night.  But  we  have  done  more 
than  that.  We  have  reduced  the  freight  on 
our  railways  in  every  shape  and  form,  so  as  to 
assist  them  by  enabling  them  to  got  cheap 
manures  on  to  their  land  and  otherwise.  The 
honourable  member  for  Waitaki  referred  with 
a  certain  amount  of  regret  to  the  fact  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  not  Been  his  way  to 
accept  the  Tariff  Commissioners'  recommenda- 
tions. What  is  it  the  Tariff  Commissioners 
recommend  ?  Why,  that  the  duties  should  be 
struck  off  salt,  fencing- wire,  and  that  the  duty  on 
kerosene  should  be  reduced  from  6d.  to  3d.  The 
proposals  respecting  fencing- wire  and  kerosene 
alone  would  actually  mean  a  loss  to  the  reve- 
nue of  £32,000  a  year,  not  to  speak  of  salt. 
That  lets  us  see  how  the  farmers  can  take  care 
of  themselves  when  their  interests  are  at  stake. 
I  shall  not  take  up  further  time  at  present,  as 
the  Treasurer  is  very  anxious  to  get  this  Bill 
into  Committee,  and  I  know  a  large  number  of 
members  wish  to  speak  on  the  subject,  and  so 
I  shall  not  occupy  the  time  of  (he  House  any 
further  at  present. 
Mr.  Morrison 


Mr.  McLACHLAN.— I  should  like  to  say  a* 
very  few  words  in  this  debate  before  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  is  carried.  I  do  not  intend 
to  discuss  all  the  minor  items  in  the  tariff  pro- 
posals, such  as  matches,  and  those  other  thing* 
which,  if  we  got  protection  upon  them  carried, 
would  neither  be  wholesome  nor  add  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  working-man,  and  which  would} 
mean  loss  of  revenue.  My  object  in  rising  is- 
more  to  speak  on  the  general  question  of  pro- 
tection and  free-trade  as  it  affects  this  question, 
and  as  I  consider  this  is  the  proper  time  to* 
speak  of  it.  Although  I  am  not  allowed  to  refer 
to  a  past  debate,  circumstances  have  arisen  and 
remarks  have  been  made  that  have  provoked 
the  remarks  that  I  shall  make  tonight.  I  only 
regret  that  the  Minister  of  Labour,  to  whom  I 
shall  address  my  remarks  more  particularly,  is- 
not  in  his  place  in  the  House  to-night.  I  mean 
to  go  into  a  little  bit  of  ancient  history— not- 
very  ancient,  but  it  dates  back  to  the  time  when 
the  honourable  member's  father  had  the  honour 
to  occupy  a  seat  in  this  House.  I  mean  to- 
show  that  I  am  myself  a  representative  of  the- 
free-trade  party  in  the  part  of  the  country  to* 
which  I  belong,  and  a  farmer,  and  to  show  that? 
we  have  fought  consistently  and  persistently  in 
the  interest  of  free-trade,  and  that  that  was- 
the  interest  of  the  farmers  and  of  the  country 
generally  ever  since  1865,  at  the  time  when  the- 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  ceased  to  represent  Selwyn 
in  this  Parliament.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
late  Hon.  William  Reevefl.  Though  I  must  not 
refer  to  a  past  debate,  I  may  say  it  may  have 
been  said  in  this  House  that  there  were  only 
two  Free-traders  in  it,  and  that  one  of  them  was 
too  old  and  the  other  too  young. 

Mr.  TANNER.  —  Neither  of  them  is  here- 
now. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN.— And  neither  of  them 
is  here  just  now,  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Avon  says.  Well,  I  am  going  to  show  to 
the  House  that  the  honourable  member  was 
wrong  in  his  conclusions.  In  1871  the  late 
Hon.  William  Reeves  defeated  the  gentleman 
who  had  sat  as  the  member  for  Selwyn  as  a* 
Free-trader,  pledged  to  those  principles.  He 
came  in  at  that  time  with  a  great  flourish  of 
trumpets.  He  induced  the  farmers  in  that 
district,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  by  a  very  smal> 
majority — a  majority  of  one — to  believe  that 
by  putting  an  import  duty  on  grain  they  would- 
raise  the  price  of  all  their  exportable  articles. 
They  were  deluded  for  a  time,  and  that  honour- 
able gentleman  came  to  his  seat  in  this  House, 
and  filled  the  position,  I  dare  say,  with  honour 
to  himself  and  perhaps  with  some  advantage  to* 
the  country.  However,  at  the  end  of  1875 — five, 
years  after  that— the  House  and  the  country 
had  had  sufficient  experience  of  that  honour- 
able gentleman's  legislation,  and  of  his  great- 
ability  in  the  interests  of  the  protection  party 
in  Canterbury,  and  he  was  then  ousted  fronv 
his  seat  by  a  perfect  novice  in  politics — Cecil- 
Augustus  Fitzroy.  This  gentleman,  who  for 
five  years  represented  Selwyn,  was  brought, 
forward  at  my  instance ;  and  his  predecessor,. 
Mr.  Reeves,  was  thus  relegated  to  obscurity, 
where  he  would  have  remained  had  not  the* 
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Government — in  compassion,  I  suppose— called 
him  to  the  Upper  House.  Now,  I  shall  devote 
myself  more  particularly  to-night  to  something 
I  did  not  get  in  when  speaking  on  the  Finan- 
cial Statement.  This  tariff,  in  my  opinion,  is 
framed  for  the  express  purpose  of  fostering  local 
industries  by  means  of  high  protective  duties. 
Now,  I  say  there  is  no  finality  to  this.  I  say 
this  will  never  satisfy  the  Protectionists.  They 
are  like  the  horse-leech's  daughter,  always  cry- 
ing, "  Give,  give."  They  are  insatiable.  There 
is  nothing  will  satisfy  Protectionists,  because, 
no  matter  what  you  give  to-day,  they  want 
more  to-morrow.  1  think  I  can  adduce  the  best 
possible  evidence  of  this  when  I  read  the  words 
spoken  by  the  Hon.  William  Pember  Beeves 
in  this  House  on  the  6th  June,  1888.  At  that 
time  Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  tariff  was  being 
carried  through  the  House,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Protectionists,  after  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
had  been  deserted  by  his  own  previously  faith- 
ful allies :  when  he  went  astray  they  deserted 
him  on  a  matter  of  principle,  and  he  was 
then  surrounded  by  these  crimps,  if  I  may  so 
term  them — the  Protectionists  of  the  country. 
This  is  what  the  honourable  gentleman  then 
said: — 

"  Holding  as  I  do  that  a  protective  tariff  is 
the  greatest  benefit  that  a  Government  can 
possibly  offer  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
just  now,  I  accept  this  measure  with  gratitude. 
It  is  not  possible  that  we  can  oonoeive  any 
more  beneficial  measure  at  this  particular 
moment.  We  want  outlets  for  capital :  this 
tariff  will  provide  them .  We  wan  t  employment 
for  our  working-people :  this  will  give  it.  We 
want  something  to  check  the  exodus  of  popu- 
lation :  this  will  check  it.  We  want  something 
to  put  life  and  hope  into  our  population,  and 
this  is  the  one  thing  that  in  time  will  put 
that  life  and  hope  into  our  working -people. 
Doctrinaire  book -students  may  shrug  their 
shoulders,  big  importing  houses  may  tremble 
in  their  shoes,  great  landowners  and  usurers 
may  shake  their  heads;  but  the  capitalists, 
who  are  the  employers  of  labour,  whose  capital 
directly  benefits  the  people,  will  accept  the 
tariff  with  enthusiasm,  and  their  welcome  will 
be  shared  by  those  whom  they  employ.  We 
Protectionists  have  been  sneered  at  because 
we  accept  this  policy.  Sir,  what  else  could 
we  do  ?  We  represent  thousands  of  people  to 
whom  this  measure  will  be  a  message  of  hope. 
We  represent  people  who  will  see  in  every  line 
of  this  the  promise  of  employment  for  them- 
selves, bread  for  their  families,  and  a  future 
career  for  their  children.  I  represent,  Sir, 
hundreds  who  see  in  this  tariff  all  that  I  have 
said.  False  indeed  should  I  be  to  my  trust  if 
I  quibbled  or  paltered  about  this  ample  and 
unmistakable  tariff  of  protection.  I  thank  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  what  he  is  doing 
for  my  people  in  their  need ;  I  thank  him  for 
his  courageous  and  statesmanlike  conduct  in 
bringing  us  face  to  face  with  our  real  financial 
position,  and  insisting  on  the  annual  payment 
of  our  just  debts." 

Now,  could  anything  be  more  appropriate 
than  this  at  this  time  ?    After  all  this  trial  of 


the  ample  policy  of  protection  the  country  is 
olamouring  for  more  protection. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Who  is  the  speaker? 

Mr.  McLACHLAN.— The  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves, 
your  colleague.  Now,  I  ask  this  House  to  con- 
sider this  Will-o'-the-wisp  that  is  now  being 
dragged  before  us.  I  am  perfeotly  well  aware 
that  the  whole  intention  of  the  Government' 
in  this  has  been  bolstered  up  by  the  Tariff 
Commission  that  went  all  over  the  country 
seeking  for  evidence  to  support  them  in  bring- 
ing in  a  protective  tariff — not  in  the  interests  of 
the  country,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  few 
societies  that  they  think  their  sole  exUtenoe 
depends  upon.  With  regard  to  this  Tariff  Com* 
mission,  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  put 
on  record  my  protest  against  its  recommenda- 
tions. I  do  not  know  whether  the  mover  of  it 
will  dissent  or  not,  but  it  is  a  singular  coincid- 
ence that  the  only  one  proclaimed  Free-trader 
who  served  on  the  Commission  dissented.  I  am> 
aware  that  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthio)  was  appointed,  but  he 
did  not  serve.  I  do  not  say  the  Government 
made  the  appointments  with  a  view  to  defeat 
the  Free-traders,  or  to  give  undue  representa- 
tion to  the  Protectionists,  but  it  so  happened 
that  the  Protectionists  were  very  muoh  in  the 
majority  on  it,  and  the  only  Free-trader  who- 
served  on  the  Commission  was  the  honourable- 
member  for  Clutha.  I  am  not  saying  anything- 
of  the  expense  of  the  trip :  it  was  a  very  enjoy- 
able one,  and  to  a  colony  with  suoh  enormous- 
resources  £1,700  is  a  mere  bagatelle*.  However, 
the  results  are  absolutely  nil,  because  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  give  the  least  consideration  to> 
the  report— not  at  least  till  after  they  had  tried 
their  own  oooked  tariff;  and  now  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waimate  exults,  and  so  do 
other  members,  for  the  honourable  member  in- 
front  of  me  is  always  chuckling,  "The  Go- 
vernment are  ooming  to  the  most  important 
parts  of  the  tariff ;  they  are  coming  back  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Tariff  Commission. '* 
Now,  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  loyally 
went  round  the  country  and  listened  to  the 
evidence ;  but  he  puts  on  record,  and  I  think 
it  is  a  very  commendable  thing  for  a  man  irr 
his  position  to  put  on  record,  his  dissent.  He 
says, 

An  Hon.  Member.— We  have  all  read  it. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN.— But  I  am  going  to  put 
it  in  Hansard.  I  am  certain  there  is  not  a 
member  of  this  House  who  has  not  heard  of 
the  millions  of  tons  of  ironsand  on  the  coast 
of  Taranaki,  and  yet  the  honourable  member 
never  ceases  to  tell  us  of  it ;  nor  one  who  has- 
not  heard  of  the  enormous  wealth  round  about 
Taranaki,  and  yet  the  honourable  gentleman 
never  fails  to  tell  us  of  that.  Why  should  I 
not  in  this  case  put  these  words  into  Hansard* 
to  go  along  into  history  with  the  ironsand  ofi 
Taranaki  ?— 

"  Whilst  thoroughly  in  accord  with,  and  sup- 
porting, most  of  the  exemptions  recommended,. 
I  regret  that  resolutions  should  have  been 
oarried  reoommending  some  of  the  increases  of 
duties,  which  are  obviously  for  the  purpose  of 
protection,  notably  those  on  cartridges,  bamboo 
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and  other  furniture,  printing,  <fec.  And  it  is 
with  regret  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  agree 
with  my  fellow- Commissioners  on  some  of  the 
pther  leading  features  of  the  report. 

"  1.  Although,  speaking  generally,  the  report 
is  in  accordance  with  the  evidence  given,  still, 
that  evidence,  where  offered  in  favour  of  pro- 
tective duties,  is  inconclusive  and  untrust- 
worthy, for  the  following  reasons  :  The  evi- 
dence given  was  ex  parte;  it  was  never  pub- 
lished in  detail — often  not  at  all— and  thus  the 
■other  side  of  the  question  was  not  heard.  As  a 
result,  the  manufacturers,  and  those  having 
large  interests  to  serve  by  influencing  the  Com- 
mission, came  before  it,  whilst  the  much  larger 
-class,  of  consumers,  did  not. 
■  "2.  Again,  I  felt  that  in  framing  a  new 
tariff — which  is  practically  what  the  Commis- 
sioners have  done — they  have  altogether  de- 
parted from  their  proper  functions.  The  report 
shows  that,  whilst  considering  the  evidence  on 
the  one  hand,  they  have  constantly  kept  in 
view  the  requirements  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
other  ;  whereas  it  appears  to  me  that  their  sole 
•duty  was  to  submit  the  evidence  to  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  conclusions  based  thereon,  leav- 
ing it  entirely  to  .the  Government  to  determine 
what  course  should  be  taken  to  adjust  finance. 
Even  assuming  the  Commissioners  were  within 
their  order  of  reference,  I  feel  assured  that  the 
estimated  increases  of  revenue  in  the  sohedule 
•of  duties  appended  to  the  report  will  not  be 
realised,  and  consequently  there  will  be  a  con- 
siderable deficiency  occasioned  by  remissions. 

"  Generally,  I  object  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Commissioners  on  the  questions  of 
tobacco  license,  inland  oharges,  and  the  limi- 
tation of  the  number  of  local  bodies  who  are 
recommended  the  privilege  of  cement  duty- 
free. "Thomas  Mackenzie." 

Now,  I  am  going  to  give  a  precedent ;  and  it 
will  be  much  better  than  that  members  in  this 
House  should  give  their  opinions — men  who  are 
ipraotically  novioes  in  political  economy,  men 
who  are  practically  and  essentially  tiros,  shall 
I  say  ?  I  take  the  evidence  and  give  the  results 
•of  the  experience  of  older  countries  than  our 
own.  I  will  take  the  struggle  in  Victoria  and 
in  New  South  Wales  at  the  recent  eleotions. 
These  two  countries,  and  especially  New  South 
Wales,  have  been  in  a  state  of  unrest  for  years. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  glamour  was  thrown 
•over  them,  when  they  were  induced  to  believe 
that  protective  duties  would  enable  different 
.manufactures  to  flourish,  and  to  find  employ- 
ment for  the  people.  That  is  a  most  specious 
form  of  argument,  and  it  is  one  which  will 
•  commend  itself  to  any  person  who  is  unini- 
tiated— to  any  one  who  has  not  been  steeled 
against  the  wiles  of  such  an  argument.  When 
you  tell  a  man  that,  if  you  will  only  put  a 
certain  duty  on  some  particular  article,  his 
family  will  get  double  wages,  they  will  get 
-employment,  and  everything  will  be  rosy  by 
simply  contributing  a  small  amount  extra  to 
the  Customs,  which  amount  will  be  a  mere 
•bagatelle — many  persons  under  these  circum- 
stances will  accept  such  a  theory.  But  we 
•have  had  an  object- lesson  in  New  South  Wales. 
Mr.  McLaMan 


I  will  only  read  a  short  extract  on  this  point, 
and  it  is  this — speaking  of  the  recent  eleotions 
in  New  South  Wales,  and  passing  over  Sir 
Henry  Parkes  and  Sir  George  Dibbs : — 

"  It  was  to  give  their  enthusiastic  support  to 
a  polioy  of  freedom  and  Liberalism,  to  aid  in 
sweeping  away,  with  a  mighty  hand,  the  de- 
pressing influence  of  protection,  to  assist  in 
breaking  down  the  various  monopolies  which 
that  system  aids  in  establishing  to  prey  on 
the  industrial  vitals  of  the  people,  to  throw 
their  noble  port  open  to  the  commerce  of  the 
world,  to  place  the  burdens  of  taxation  on  the 
shoulders  of  those  able  to  bear  it,  and  to  make 
their  country  free,  independent,  prosperous,  and 
happy." 

Now,  New  South  Wales  has  got  an  almost 
unlimited  territory,  and  almost  the  largest 
amount  of  natural  products  in  the  world.  To 
think  that  a  country  of  that  sort  should  confine 
itself  to  a  city  like  Sydney,  to  bolster  up  a  few 
unwholesome  industries,  and  to  stifle  and 
strangle  the  good  natural  industries  of  the  coun- 
try 1  There  is  a  parallel  to  it  in  the  case  of  New 
Zealand,  when  you  have  a  proposal  such  as 
that  in  regard  to  our  match  industry.  Why,  it 
is  beneath  contempt  to  speak  of  1  If  you  lose 
£15,000  or  £16,000  of  revenue  to  set  up  small 
industries  in  this  country  like  that,  an  indus- 
try which  will  take  girls  away  from  domestic 
service  from  both  the  towns  and  the  'country 
and  put  them  into  these  places  where  they  will 
never  learn  anything,  which  will  destroy  all  the 
domestic  training  they  have  had,  what  possible 
benefit  can  there  be  in  trying  to  foster  such  an 
industry  ?  Girls  go  there  and  work  eight  hours 
a  day,  dipping  matches  and  packing  them  into 
boxes.  That  is  not  a  kind  of  employment  which 
will  make  those  girls  good  and  suitable  mothers 
in  the  future.  1  intend  to  read  a  little  bit  more 
from  the  same  reliable  authority.  Speaking  of 
the  effect  of  protection  on  the  industries  of  New 
South  Wales,  these  words  are  used  : — 

"  Liberalism  cannot  exist  under  a  polioy  of 
protection.  The  Customhouse  bars  its  entranoe 
into  a  country  as  a  contraband  article,  and 
protects  a  sham  and  spurious  local  substitute, 
such  as  is  but  too  well  known  to  us  in  this 
colony.  If,  as  we  hope,  however,  real  Liberal- 
ism is  now  for  the  first  time  about  to  obtain 
a  strong  foothold  on  the  Australian  Continent, 
comparison  will  soon  make  the  people  of  this 
colony  heartily  ashamed  of  the  loathsome,  dis- 
honest, bastard  abortion  which  now  passes  cur- 
rent as  Liberalism  here.  A  free- trade  polioy 
once  established  in  New  South  Wales,  we  shall 
see  party  government  working  on  true  and 
proper  lines,  parties  being  defined  by  prin- 
ciples, and  not  being  mere  accidental  associa- 
tions of  men  pledged  to  keep  a  oertain  set  of 
politicians  in  office  in  order  to  distribute  the 
spoil.  If  New  South  Wales  is  now  true  to  her- 
self, she  will  present  ere  long  suoh  an  objeot- 
lesson  that  all  that  is  pure,  honest,  good,  and 
liberal  in  the  other  colonies  will  oombine  to 
follow  her  example,  and  regard  principles  as  of 
greater  importance  than  men  in  the  game  of 
politios." 

I  have  the  evidence  of  employers,  but  I  will 
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not  read  it  now,  as  perhaps  I  have  read  too 
much  already.  I  am  sure  that  if  honourable 
members  will  only  apply  themselves  diligently 
and  inquire  into  this  great  subject  they  will 
find  that  we  are  now  only  on  the  verge  of  settle- 
ment ;  we  are  only  a  young  country ;  we  have 
not  half  developed  ourselves  and  the  enor- 
mous natural  resources  that  may  be  developed 
without  trying  to  establish  this,  what  I  call, 
foreign  employment.  The  best  and  most  suc- 
cessful industries  in  this  country  are  those 
which  require  no  protection.  I  do  not  refer  to 
gold-mining,  nor  to  cattle-feeding,  nor  to  grain- 
growing,  but  I  refer  to  industrial  pursuits.  In 
Canterbury  we  have  got  some  very  successful 
industries.  For  instance,  we  have  got  manu- 
factories of  agricultural  and  other  implements. 
These  firms  nay  colonial  rates  of  wages ;  their 
workmen  are  satisfied  with  the  wages  they  get. 
There  is  no  sweating.  Still,  these  manufac- 
tories compete  against  the  manufactories  in 
America  and  Great  Britain,  and  they  produoe 
agricultural  and  other  implements  with  advan- 
tage to  the  oolonists  at  a  lower  cost  than  they 
can  be  imported  at.  That  is  a  fact.  I  am  not 
setting  up  bogus  or  supposititious  oases.  I 
do  not  think  you  can  point  to  any  industry 
that  has  ever  been  a  success  which  has  had 
to  be  bolstered  up  by  protection.  I  remember 
perfectly  well  that  a  few  years  ago,  when  the 
Kaiapoi  Woollen-mill  was  being  reorganised  or 
reconstructed  after  a  failure,  there  was  at  that 
time  a  Tariff  Commission  set  up,  and  these 
people  said  they  did  not  want  any  increase  in 
the  duty ;  they  were  quite  satisfied  with  the 
then-existing  duty.  But  a  higher  duty  was 
forced  upon  them;  and  what  has  been  the 
result?  They  have  been  paying  higher  rates 
of  interest — 10  per  cent.,  I  believe — and  they 
have  been  building  up  large  profits. 

Mr.  REEVES.— The  last  dividend  was  7  per 
cent. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN.— What  was  the  one 
before? 

Mr.  REEVES.— Eight  per  cent. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN.— It  has  been,  at  any 
rate,  10  per  cent.  However,  my  time  is  nearly 
up,  and  I  cannot  dwell  upon  that  point.  Now, 
I  am  going  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  tariff 
proposal  of  the  Government.  I  oannot  charac- 
terize it  in  any  other  way  than  as  ill-oonoeived 
and  stupid — if  that  is  a  parliamentary  word. 
The  idea  on  the  part  of  the  Government  was  to 
lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people:  that  was 
the  ostensible  intention.  Their  ingenuity  in 
that  respect,  however,  could  not  reach  further 
than  to  take  3d.  off  tea  and  put  2d.  on  oranges, 
or  something  equivalent  to  that.  It  is  a  most 
extraordinary  state  of  affairs.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  spoke 
of  "  the  mutton-bird  tariff,"  and  "  tbe  banana 
tariff,"  "the  flannelette  tariff,"  and  other 
tariffs.  Now  .we'  have  this  one.  The  Govern- 
ment, after  all  these  years  of  cogitation,  have 
brought  down  this  proposal.  The  Government 
at  one  time  proposed  to  take  a  certain  amount 
of  duty  off  tea  and  put  it  on  oranges,  and  then, 
a  little  later,  they  proposed  to  take  the  duty  off 
oranges  and  put  it  on  tea.    The  Premier  is 


grumbling ;  but  I  cannot  help  that.  There  iff 
no  member  of  this  House  who  came  here  with 
a  more  sincere  desire  to  follow  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches  than 
myself,  and  there  is  no  one  who,  when  this 
tariff  question  is  out  of  the  way,  will  be  more 
desirous  to  support  them  than  I  shall  be.  I 
hope  that  they  will  mend  their  ways  in  this  re- 
spect, and  that  they  will  not  step  so  far  astray 
again  as  they  have  done  on  this  occasion* 
In  fact,  they  have  already  shown  signs  of  con- 
trition,  because  both  the  Premier  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  have  said,  "  Let  us  get  out 
of  this  difficulty,  and  we  will  never  go  into  it 
again."  There  was  no  oooasion  to  have  touched 
the  tariff.  For  instance,  nobody  asked  for  a 
change  in  the  duty  on  tea.  The  price  of  that 
article,  even  with  the  duty,  had  come  down  so- 
low  that  the  people  did  not  know  they  were 
9  SO  PayiD8  an7  duty  at  all.  And  if  they 
had  only  gone  a  little  further  and  kept 
the  duty  on  tea,  and  enlarged  the  remission  of 
the  duty  upon  cotton  goods  and  upon  flannel- 
ettes and  the  clothing  of  the  people,  and  the 
boots  and  things  which  are  necessary  for  our 
children — that  is  where  the  Government  should 
oome  to  the  rescue  of  the  people.  The  Treasurer 
will  say,  "  How  make  up  the  revenue  ?  "  I  do- 
not  think  we  oan  cut  down  everything  in  the 
Customs  and  so  let  us  have  everything  cheap. 
I  know  we  must  provide  a  certain  amount  of 
revenue,  and  it  is  an  axiom  of  taxation  that 
you  should  spread  that  over  the  greatest  number 
of  people  ;  and  after  taxing  what  you  oonsider 
the  people  who  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  time,  then  the  next  best  thing  is  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  by  taxing  accumulated  wealth.  I 
tell  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  if  he  has  only 
backbone  enough  to  come  down  and  say,  "  We 
are  going  to  get  away  from  this  thing  alto- 
gether; we  will  accept  the  proposition  of  Sir 
John  Hall  and  lower  the  exemptions  from  taxa- 
tions," I  think  he  will  meet  with  the  support  of 
the  country.  The  land-tax  exemptions  should 
be  out  down,  and  the  exemption  of  income-tax 
should  be  reduced  from  £800  to  £200.  Do  that, 
and  you  will  get  a  great  deal  of  money  from 
people  who  are  well  able  to  pay,  and  who  will 
not  grudge  it,  or,  if  they  do,  they  are  growlers 
of  the  lowest  type.  Before  I  sit  down  I  must 
compliment  the  Treasurer  to  this  extent :  that, 
looking  over  the  free-list,  I  am  pleased  to  see  we 
have  got  such  an  enormous  number  of  articles 
on  the  free-list  that  will  be  used  to  develop 
this  colony — that  is,  articles  which  are  used  in 
manufactures.  I  will  always  support  such  a 
proposal ;  I  will  never  give  my  vote  to  restrict 
or  put  a  drag  upon  any  particular  industry  by 
putting  a  duty  on  the  articles  they  particularly 
require  in  their  manufacture. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— I  did  not  intend  to  speak 
until  this  Bill  was  in  Committee,  but,  when  we 
are  treated  to  a  debate  upon  free-trade  versus 
protection,  it  is  like  all  other  questions  in  this 
world — there  are  two  sides  to  that  question. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  proclaims  inside  this  House,  and  out 
of  it,  and  has  reiterated  it  especially  in  this 
debate,  that  he  is  a  Free-trader.    He  is  quite 
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welcome  to  his  opinion!  Now,  Sir,  I  am  a 
moderate  Protectionist.  I  have  a  vote  in  this 
House  as  well  as  he  has;  and,  let  me  tell  him 
this :  that  I  always  keep  myself  straight,  so  that 
£  oan  give  my  vote  when  required,  and  nothing 
that  will  come  from  him  will  influence  me  one 
jot  in  stating  my  opinions  to  the  country.  He 
boasts  of  the  industries  of  Canterbury,  and 
says  this  industry,  the  agricultural-implement- 
making  industry,  flourishes  without  protection. 
He  knows  nothing  of  the  case.  It  is  because 
20  per  cent,  import  duty  has  been  placed  on 
machinery  these  industries  are  flourishing  in 
Canterbury,  and  he  cannot  deny  it.  Let  me 
toll  you  this:  that  if  the  raw  material  we  have 
in  this  country  in  the  shape  of  iron  and  steel 
were  worked  in  this  country  we  could  do  with- 
out a  great  deal  of  what  we  are  now  importing. 
Let  me  tell  you  this :  that  we  in  New  Zealand 
spend  millions  of  money  we  could  well  and 
wisely  utilise  in  the  development  of  our  natural 
resources.  In  the  very  country  he  made  a  quo- 
tation about — New  South  Wales — what  did  they 
say  there?  A  deputation  of  influential  men 
^waited  on  the  Premier  when  last  in  session, 
and  they  proved  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt 
that  New  South  Wales  was  spending  five  millions 
of  money  in  bringing  into  their  country  what 
they  could  manufacture  out  of  the  raw  material 
and  natural  products  of  New  South  Wales. 
-Sir,  what  this  country  wants  is  more  manufac- 
tures and  less  importation.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  I  know,  is  a  Free-trader.  I  have 
been  informed  that  he  brings  in  for  his  own  use 
his  furniture  and  other  things  which  he  may 
•require  from  other  countries,  instead  of  utilis- 
ing those  articles  which  are  made  in  New  Zea- 
land. The  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  said  in  his  speech  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  encouraging  the  manufactures 
of  the  colony.  We  know  how  much  an  im- 
porter would  encourage  the  establishment  of 
industries  in  the  colony.  We  have  lived  in 
New  Zealand  thirty -three  years,  and  we  know 
what  they  would  do  and  would  try  not  to  do. 
The  farmers  of  the  country,  I  am  very  glad 
to  say,  are  provided  for  by  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Mr.  J.  MoEenzie,  and  by  the  Go- 
vernment. This  Government  has  done  more 
for  the  farmers  than  any  other  Government 
whioh  has  had  the  reins  of  power  6ince  we 
have  had  a  free  Constitution  bestowed  upon 
this  country.  They  are  bringing  out  experts 
to  assist  the  sheep- farmer,  the  horse-rearer,  the 
agriculturists  in  every  shape  and  form.  They 
are  getting  cheap  rates  to  convey  the  beef  and 
mutton  to  the  Old  Country,  they  are  doing  all 
they  can  to  find  markets,  and  I  give  them  very 
great  credit  for  it.  The  Government  are  doing 
everything  they  possibly  can,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashburton  knows  that,  and  he 
should  give  them  a  more  consistent  support 
than  he  is  doing.  The  honourable  member  has 
given  an  illustration ;  I  could  get  what  would 
take  me  a  month  to  read  on  the  other  tack. 
Take  the  history  of  the  world ;  take  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  at  the  present  time;  go 
from  France  to  Belgium,  from  Austria  to  Ger- 
many, to  America;  and  what  is  the  result? 
Ifr.  B.  M.  Smith 


You  will  find  that  in  nearly  every  country 
they  feel  they  are  bound  to  protect  their 
natural  produots — that  there  are  more  protec- 
tive countries  than  free- trade  countries.  Politi- 
cians, statesmen,  journalists,  philanthropists, 
and  men  of  the  greatest  eminence  in  the  world 
will  tell  you  that  every  country  must  go  in  and 
protect  its  own  industries,  and  until  we  have 
this  protection  in  New  Zealand,  and  until  the 
farmer  has  a  home  market,  we  shall  not  attain 
to  our  proper  position.  What  we  want  in 
this  colony  to  make  it  the  Greater  Britain  of 
the  South  is  a  consuming  population  working 
in  harmony  with  a  producing  population,  and 
to  manufacture  more  and  to  import  less.  What 
would  be  the  condition  of  New  Zealand  if  its  in- 
dustries closed  to-morrow  ?  If  those  employed 
in  its  factories,  its  foundries,  and  engineering 
shops  turned  into  "  cockatoos,"  what  would 
be  the  result  ?  We  should  go  back  to  what  we 
were  in  the  old  days.  I  do  not  want  to  see 
New  Zealand  lapse  into  that  condition.  I  am 
not  a  violent  Protectionist,  but  I  am  a  moderate 
Protectionist.  I  believe  that  if  the  industries 
in  my  district,  which  I  have  been  interesting 
myself  about  for  a  great  number  of  years  past, 
were  encouraged  great  good  would  result  to  the 
country.  When  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashburton  has  done  as  much  as  I  have  done 
towards  the  establishment  of  the  iron  industry 
and  the  coal-mine  industry,  then  it  will  be  time 
for  him  to  talk.  I  can  prove  what  I  am  saying. 
Here  it  is  stated  in  one  of  the  leading  papers 
that  a  gentleman  has  just  landed  in  the  colony, 
the  representative  of  a  large  syndicate  which  is 
to  work  a  coal-mine  whoih  I  have  taken  twenty- 
four  years  to  get  in  order.  Now  I  have  to  walk 
out  and  he  steps  in  :  I  do  not  mind  that  so  long 
as  the  industry  is  promoted.  What  we  do  want 
is  more  manufactures  in  the  colony.  We  must 
get  more,  and  we  must  spend  more  money  in 
developing  the  resources  of  the  country.  I 
know  the  Government  are  encouraging  industry, 
and  that  English  capitalists  are  coming  in  as 
the  result  of  that  encouragement.  I  shall  be 
very  brief  upon  the  tariff,  because  whenever  I 
have  spoken  on  this  question  I  have  told  the 
Government  they  have  done  wrong.  I  am  sup- 
porting them,  and  shall  do  so  although  I  know 
myself  that  when  we  had  sound  finance,  when 
we  knew  we  had  a  surplus,  when  we  could  trans- 
fer from  the  consolidated  revenue  £250,000  a 
year,  that  was  spent  upon  the  roads  and  bridges 
of  the  country.  We  were  going  along  swim- 
mingly, and  if  the  Government  had  stopped  at 
that  and  not  attempted  to  revise  the  tariff  we 
wbuld  have  gone  on  very  nicely.  If  they  had 
only  oonsulted  me  they  would  not  have  at- 
tempted this  revision  of  the  tariff.  There  are 
indications  they  have  made  a  great  mistake. 
Their  friends  on  the  one  hand  have  led  them 
astray,  and  the  Opposition  are  waiting  for  a 
chance,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  thair  friends  are 
gradually  coming  round,  and  when  this  Bill  gets 
into  Committee  all  will  be  right.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  putting  this  duty  on  linseed-oil,  because 
1  know  it  is  a  grand  thing  to  see  the  houses 
well  painted.  I  know  it  preserves  them,  and 
gives  tourists  a  muoh  better  impression  of  this 
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great  and  glorious  country.  I  do  not  believe  in 
taking  the  duty  off  tea  and  putting  it  on  beer. 
If  the  Government  in  revising  the  tariff  only 
make  another  £50,000  by  their  proposals,  so 
much  the  better,  because  if  they  get  another 
£50,000  what  will  they  do  with  it  ?  The  money 
does  not  belong  to  them  ;  they  will  not  apply  it 
to  their  own  private  use.  They  will  spend  it  on 
the  roads  and  bridges  of  the  country.  That  is 
what  we  will  make  them  do  with  it.  They  do 
not  want  much  making  :  they  only  want  to  be 
approached  in  a  proper  way.  Taking  their  policy 
all  round,  they  are  doing  more  for  New  Zealand 
than  any  Government  which  preceded  them. 
That  is  the  reason  I  am  supporting  them  on  the 
tariff  question.  I  shall  satisfy  myself  in  Com- 
mittee, and  vote  as  I  consider  to  be  in  the  inter- 
ests of  my  constituents,  and  more  especially 
of  the  colony. 

Mr.  COLLINS. — Sir,  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Ash  burton  rose  to  address  the 
House,  and  said  he  recognised  at  once  that  the 
•discussion  upon  the  tariff  proposals  had  become 
a  general  discussion  upon  the  question  of  pro- 
tection and  free-trade,  be  said  he  was  not  only 
a  Free-trader,  but  was  a  Free-trader  because 
he  believed  free-trade  was  in  the  interest  of 
the  class  to  which  he  belonged,  and  also  in  the 
interest  of  the  colony  generally.  Now,  Sir,  I 
always  admire  the  honourable  gentleman's  re- 
marks, and  I  am  sure  the  House  always  listens 
to  him  with  a  considerable  degree  of  pleasure, 
and  with  no  little  interest,  because  he  is  gene- 
rally as  logical  as  he  is  shrewd;  bat  I  feel 
confident  the  House  recognises  that  this  even- 
ing he  tackled  a  subject  with  whioh  he  is  not  at 
all  familiar.  He  declared  himself  a  farmer  and  a 
Free-trader.  If  he  be  a  sincere  Free-trader,  why 
does  he  not  rise  from  his  seat  in  the  House  and 
demand  that  his  particular  occupation  shall  be 
relieved  from  that  protection  and  from  that  en- 
couragement which  it  has  been  getting  for  so 
many  years  past?  He  is  protected  root  and 
branch,  he  is  protected  up  and  down,  he  is  so 
surrounded  with  protection  that  there  is  no  in- 
dustry in  this  colony  which  is  so  universally 
protected  as  the  industry  to  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself  belongs.  He  is  a  farmer. 
His  grain  is  protected,  his  potatoes  are  pro- 
tected, his  productions  generally  are  protected, 
his  dairy  industry  is  protected:  why,  it  has 
been  nursed  into  existence  by  the  Liberal  Go- 
vernment, and  it  has  been  kept  in  existence  by 
the  Liberal  Government,  and  without  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Liberal  Government  even  the 
dairy  industry  would  die.  He  has  boasted  in  this 
House  thai-  he  knows  more  about  the  cheese- 
making  industry  than  any  other  member  in  the 
House :  and  it  would  be  useless  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  make  this  cheese  if  it  were 
not  for  the  protection  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Then,  Sir,  for  his  butter,  experts  and 
graders  are  provided,  and  cool-storage  in  which 
to  keep  it  is  found  for  him.  His  bacon  and 
hams  are  protected,  as  well  as  the  honourable 

fentleman's  chaff.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
know,  will  take  my  remarks  good-temperedly, 
as  we  always  take  his;  and  I  wish  to  show, 
when  he  protests  against  protection,  that  his 


cheese  is  protected,  and  everything  he  pro- 
duces is  protected,  and  even  for  the  carriage  of 
his  produce  specially  low  rates  are  conceded, 
while  money  at  a  hitherto  unknown  low  rate 
of  interest  is  provided  for  him.  We  know 
that  there  are  special  rates  for  the  carriage  of 
manures  which  are  required  for  the  land,  and 
we  know  that  no  other  class  in  the  commercial 
world  has  such  advantages  as  the  honourable 
member  and  other  farmers  have.  His  produce 
is  carried  from  his  farm,  and  materials  are 
taken  to  his  farm,  in  a  way  they  could  not  be 
taken  to  suit  any  of  the  commercial  classes. 
And  while  the  honourable  gentleman  Btands  in 
this  House  and  declares  himself  a  Free-trader, 
will  he  move,  so  far  as  his  industry  is  con- 
cerned, that  the  protection  extended  to  it  shall 
be  removed  ?  There  is  a  paper  in  Australia — 
I  think  it  is  the  Bulletin — which  refers  to  two 
classes  of  politicians  as  "  Free- tec tionists  "  and 
*•  Pro- traders."  Now,  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  be  a  "  Free-teotionist,"  because 
he  is  not  a  Free-trader  in  any  sense  of  the  word. 
Sir,  addressing  myself  to  the  question  gene- 
rally, I  feel  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in 
introducing  this  matter  to  us  this  afternoon, 
certainly  hit  on  a  very  great  truth  when  he  said 
he  had  very  great  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a 
satisfactory  tariff.  I  am  6ure  that  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House  must  feel  that  he  has  had 
very  great  difficulty;  and,  although  much  fault 
has  been  found  with  the  proposals  whioh 
have  been  brought  down  here,  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  the  country  generally  will  hail  the 
amended  proposals  whioh  we  have  now  before 
us  with  a  considerable  amount  of  satisfac- 
tion. Much  has  been  said  during  the  course 
of  this  discussion  with  regard  to  the  particu- 
lar duties  imposed  upon  fruit  importations. 
I  have  had  quite  a  number  of  telegrams, 
as  I  am  sure  other  honourable  members  have 
had,  from  fruitgrowers  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony,  and  very  general  satisfaction  is  ex- 
pressed with  regard  to  the  proposal  as  it  at 
present  stands.  It  would  of  course  be  an 
insane  thing  to  protect  island  fruits,  for  what 
would  be  the  use  of  protecting  fruits  which 
cannot  be  produced  in  the  colony?  but  I  say 
the  grower  of  apples,  pears,  peaches,  and  apri- 
cots has  just  as  much  right  to  expect  protec- 
tion as  the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton 
has  to  expect  to  be  protected  upon  his  farm, 
and  I  say  there  is  every  reason  why  we  should 
accord  to  the  fruitgrowers  of  the  colony  exactly 
that  amount  of  protection  which  has  been  in 
the  past  granted  to  the  farmers  of  the  colony. 
And  here  I  would  note  how  these  Free-traders  do 
contradict  one  another.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ashburton  tells  us  to-night  that  these 
tariff  proposals  have  been  brought  down  essen- 
tially in  the  interests  of  the  working-classes  to 
foster  their  industries,  and  he  said,  further, 
that  if  these  industries  oould  not  flourish  with- 
out protection  they  should  be  allowed  to  die 
out. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN. — I  rise  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honourable  gentleman 
is  misrepresenting  me,  and  if  I  give  him  half 
an  hour's  start  I  may  not  overtake  him.    I 
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referred  to  the  towns,  not  to  the  workers, 
because  the  working -classes  are  outside  the 
towns. 

Mr.  COLLINS.— I  should  be  sorry  indeed 
to  misrepresent  the  honourable  gentleman,  but 
I  do  not  think,  even  after  his  explanation,  that 
I  have  done  so.    The  working-classes  to  which 
he    was   referring   were    the   working  -  classes 
within  the  towns,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man complains  that  these  particular  proposals 
have   been   brought  down  with   the  object  of 
assisting  the  workers  within  the  towns.     What 
were  we  told  this  afternoon  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  ?    He  said  that  the 
proposals  conclusively  showed  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  has  been  thinking  solely  of  the 
capitalist  class,  and  that  the  working- classes 
might  whistle  for  what  they  were  to  get  from 
these  proposals.    We  are  told  to-night  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashburton  that  these 
proposals  are  brought  down  in  the  interests  of 
the  very  class  which  is  to  whistle  for  what  it 
can  get.     When  these  Free-traders  can  agree 
amongst  themselves  as  to  the  effect  of  these 
proposals,  then  I  think  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  criticize  them.    We  were  also  told  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  this  after- 
noon  that  he    did    not  believe  the    Colonial 
Treasurer  had  looked  at  the  tariff  proposals 
twenty-four  hours  before  bringing  them  down. 
Well,  here,  I  must  confess  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  somewhat  justified  in  his 
remarks. 
An  Hon.  Member.— Oh  1 
Mr.  COLLINS.— Yes,   Sir,  I  shall  criticize 
plainly  and  fearlessly.    I  do  feel  that  the  pro- 
posals as  originally  brought  down  were,  as  I 
said  in  a  previous  speech,  calculated  rather 
to  prejudice  that  protection  whioh  some  of  us 
within  the  towns  desire,  and  I  think  it  is  unfair 
that  the  general  trade  of  the  country  should  be 
disturbed  by  the  bringing-down  day  after  day  of 
amending  proposals.    Nothing  could  more  dis- 
turb the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country 
than  the  bringing-down  of  mere  tentative  pro- 
posals which  are  subject  to  alteration  from  day 
to  day.    Anyhow,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
deal  with  the  tariff  and  all  the  items  after  a 
consensus  of  opinion  had  been  obtained  from 
experts  who  are  able  to  give  reliable  informa- 
tion :  a  tariff  then  would  be  introduced  in  the 
House  which  would  require  very  little  amend- 
ment at  our  hands.    But,  referring  once  more 
to  the  effect  of  this  tariff  on  the  workers,  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashburton  time  after 
time  in  this  House,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay  too,  have  expressed  their 
strong  feelings  on  behalf  of  the  settlers  in  this 
colony — the  farming  community  in  this  colony. 
Now,  I  would  draw  attention  to  the  stragglers 
within    the    towns,  whom  we   oity  members 
represent.    There  are  stragglers  in  the  towns 
quite  as  courageous  and  as  manly  and  quite 
as  deserving  of  support  at  the  hands  of  this 
House  as  are  the  settlers  upon  the  land,  and 
we  have  a  right  to  ask,  after  what  we  oity 
members  have  done  in  this  House  on  behalf  of 
those  settled  on  the  soil,  that  they  should  in 
return  help  those  who  live  in  the  crowded 
Mr.  McLachlan 


thoroughfares  of  our  cities.    If  I  were  to  at- 
tempt to  play  on  the  feelings  of  members  in 
this  House,  one  might  bring  piotures  before 
members  that  would  wring  drops  of  blood  from 
the  heart  of  a  stone.    There  are  people  in  the 
thoroughfares  of  the  larger  towns  living  on  such 
scanty  means  as  can  hardly  be  said  to  give 
them  a  hand-to-mouth  existenoe.    There  are 
men  with  large  families,  such  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton  congratulates  himself 
on  possessing;  and  how  are  they  keeping  them? 
By  two  or  three  days'  work  in  the  week.    I 
do  not  know.  Sir,  why  the  producers  of  flesh, 
hides,   and   wool    should    receive    protection, 
while  those  who  transform  these  things  into 
articles  which  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
require  are  not  receiving  similar  protection. 
Surely  they  are  benefactors  of  the  community 
as  much  as  those  who  produce  the  raw  ma- 
terial.   Indeed,   it   seems  to  me   that   those 
are  the  greater  benefactors  to  the  community 
who  convert  those  raw  materials  into  articles 
of  daily  use.    Sir,  there  are  one  or  two  other 
points  upon  whioh  I  wish  to  speak  before  I 
sit   down.     I  will  not  venture  to  discuss  the 
details  of  the  tariff  proposals,  but  I  must  point 
out  that  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  has  certainly  not  given  that  attention  to 
the  tariff  proposals  he  might  have  done  when 
he  suggested  that  these  proposals  were  not  cal- 
culated to  encourage  any  art  or  culture  of  that 
kind  in  our  community.    He  said  that  pictures 
and  photographs  were  to  be  heavily  taxed  by 
this  new  tariff,  but  he  failed  to  observe  that 
"  paintings,  statuary,  and  works  of  art,  pre- 
sented to  or  imported  by  any  public  institution 
or  art  association  registered  as  a  body  cor- 
porate, for  display  in  the  buildings  of  such 
institution  or  association,  and  not  to  be  sold  or 
otherwise  disposed  of,'1  are  to  be  free.    Now,  so 
long  as  these  come  in  free,  it  seems  to  me  that 
every  encouragement  and  inducement  will  be 
offered  to  the  lovers  of  art,  and  to  those  who 
have  a  taste  for  artistic  pursuits  in  our  com- 
munity.     Then,   there   is  another  matter  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  attention.    This  after- 
noon I  gave  notice  of  a  question  to  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,    that    he   would   inform  this 
House  as  to  the  amount  of  furniture  whioh  is 
imported  from  the  Australian  ColonieB,  and  the 
amount  of  duty  derived  therefrom.  I  believe  at 
the  present  time  there  are  nearly  two  thousand 
persons  employed  in  the  furniture  trade.    I  am 
speaking  now  to  members  representing  farm- 
ing communities,  and  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  the 
furnituremakers  and  cabinetmakers,  who  are 
at  the  present  time  going  all  over  the  oolony 
in  search  of  work,  that  such  large  quantities 
of   imported    furniture   are   ooming  into  the 
oolony,  and  which  oould  be  much  better  made 
here.    Now,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  with 
regard  to  the  duty  on  boots  and  shoes.    If  the 
honourable  members  who  have  spoken  on  this 
point  oould  only  see  the  dire  distress  in  whioh 
large  numbers  of  makers  of  boots  and  shoes 
were  thrown — I  mean  those  who  work  in  fac- 
tories in  Christchuroh,  Wellington,  Auckland,, 
and  Dunedin — during  the  past  winter,  I  am 
quite  sure,  if  only  from  sympathy,  they  would  be 
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inclined  to  agree  to  these  proposals.  As  I  said 
very  soon  after  I  came  into  this  House,  the  in- 
terests of  the  town  and  country  are  identical. 
We  were  told  this  afternoon  that  there  were 
two  distinct  communities  growing  up  in  the 
country — namely,  in  the  North  and  in  the 
South  Island.  I  deny,  Sir,  that  there  is  any 
such  distinction  between  the  North  and  the 
South  Island.  But  there  is  a  tendency  in  this 
House  to  enoourage  the  country  at  the  expense 
of  the  towns,  and  I  say  that  is  monstrously 
unfair.  If  the  farming  interests  are  to  be  en- 
couraged and  supported  at  the  expense  of  the 
towns,  depend  upon  it  the  denizens  of  the  towns 
will  in  turn  demand  that  the  country  shall 
yield  to  them  that  measure  of  support  and 
protection  which  they  require  and  deserve.  I 
think  it  is  only  a  matter  of  fair-play,  and  we 
might  fairly  ask  those  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  to  so  amend  this  tariff  as  to 
give  that  amount  of  protection  which  is  neces- 
sary to  foster  and  develop  those  industries 
which  require  to  be  encouraged  and  protected 
—  those  industries  which,  with  a  modioum 
of  protection,  will  soon  develop  and  maintain 
themselves  in  a  healthy  state,  and  give  a  large 
amount  of  employment  to  the  people,  and 
bring  prosperity  and  happiness  where  misery 
and  poverty  at  present  prevail. 

100  Mr.  G.  W.  BUSSELL.  — I  do  not 
propose  to  discuss  the  general  question 
of  protection  and  free-trade.  That  question 
was  threshed  out  years  ago  in  this  House,  and 
a  principle  has  been  accepted  by  both  sides 
of  the  House  that  our  tariff,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, is  for  revenue  purposes,  and  that  in 
creating  that  revenue  it  should  be  our  duty  as 
far  as  possible  to  assist  the  industries  of  the 
colony.  I  think,  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  for  very 
great  regret  in  connection  with  these  proposals 
that  the  Treasurer  has  not  supplied  the  House 
with  a  statement  showing  in  detail  what  the 
effect  will  be  of  the  proposals  which  are  now 
before  the  House.  Were  the  House  assured  as 
to  what  the  effect  would  be  of  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Government  so  far  as  this 
tariff  is  conoerned,  we  should  be  able  much 
more  accurately  to  deal  with  it  in  detail.  I 
agree  with  those  honourable  gentlemen  who, 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  in  revising  the  tariff  one  of  our 
objects  should  be  to  clear  the  tariff  of  a  number 
of  small  items  which  return  only  a  very  incon- 
siderable amount  of  revonue.  In  connection 
with  that  matter,  the  House  is  bound  to  a  large 
extent  to  accept  the  suggestions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, because  they  naturally  have  facilities  for 
obtaining  and  comparing  information,  and  for 
knowing  exactly  what  the  result  of  their  pro- 
posals will  be,  whioh  private  members  are  not 
able  to  obtain.  For  my  part,  I  regret,  in  con- 
nection with  the  tariff,  that  the  Government 
should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  reinstate 
the  heavy  duty  of  5d.  a  pound  upon  tea,  even 
although  it  is  accompanied  by  a  promise  that 
at  the  end  of  the  year  it  shall  be  lowered  to  4d. 
In  looking  at  the  tariff  question  we  have  to  bear 
in  mind  that  it  is  an  opportunity  for  a  general 
overhauling  of  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  country ; 
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and  I  have  to  remind  honourable  members  that 
the  fiscal  policy  of  this  country  comprises  two 
portions.    First,  there  are  the  Customs  duties 
levied  on  our  importations,  and  there  are  tho 
excise  duties  dealing  with  the  things  which  are 
manufactured  in  the  colony.    Now,  the  com- 
plaint I  have  to  make,  and  whioh  has  been 
made  by  a  great  number  in  the  discussion  on 
thiB  Bill,  as  against  the  Government,  has  been 
this :  that,  while  they  have  brought  down  a 
new  policy  regarding  the  importations  into  the 
colony,  and  have  altered  the  Customs  duties, 
they  have   apparently  steadily  Bet  their  face 
against  making  any  alteration  in  connection 
with  the  largest  item  of  the  excise  duties  of  the 
colony.    I  refer  to  the  duty  upon  beer.    The 
Colonial  Treasurer,  in  his  speech  this  afternoon 
in  introducing  this  Bill,  dealt  with  the  question 
of  the  possible  increase  of  the  beer  duty,  and 
his  argument  was  that,  as  the  country  may  go 
before  very  long  in  the  direction  of  prohibi- 
tion, it  would  be  a  mistake  for  us  to  place  too 
large  an  emphasis  upon  a  duty  coming  from 
alcoholic  liquor.    That  I  understand  to  be  his 
strongest  argument  against  increasing  the  beer 
duty.   But,  Sir,  what  do  we  find?   That  not  only 
is  there  a  large  amount  of  revenue  obtained 
from  spirits  and  beer  at  the  present  time,  but 
that  actually  in  this  tariff  whioh  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  brought  down  he  is  proposing  to 
increase  the  duty  upon  spirits  to  the  extent  of 
£11,000,  and  upon  ale  and  beer  imported  to 
the  extent   of    £4,000.     How,  then,  can   the 
honourable  gentleman  lay  it  down  as  an  argu- 
ment against  increasing  the  beer  duty  that  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  increase  the  duty  on  that 
particular  article  because  the  colony  may  go- 
in  the  direction  of  prohibition?     I  maintain 
that  the  ground  is  cut  completely  from  under 
the  honourable  gentleman's  feet  by  his  own 
proposals.    The  Treasurer  also  stated  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter  that  the  revenue  from 
beer  was  not  a  certain  quantity,  and  he  made 
the  assertion  to-day  that  it  was,  in  fact,  a  de- 
creasing quantity.    I  have  taken  out  the  figures 
in  connection  with  the  beer  duty  from  1887  to 
the  present  year,  and  will  read  them  to  the 
House:— 

Beer  Duty  collected.         £ 
1887-88     ..  ..  ..     52,000 

1888-89     ..  ..  ..     51,050 

1889-90     56,010 

1890-91     ..  ..  ..     58,072 

1891-92     ..  ..  ..     57,797 

1892-93     ..  ..  ..     69,387 

1893-94     ..  ..  ..61,807 

Finally,  during  the  year  just  closed,  whioh  was 
one  of  the  worst  years  for  some  time  the  Trea- 
surer has  had  from  a  revenue  point  of  view,  the 
revenue  from  the  beer  duty  was  £59,901 .  Those 
figures  very  completely  refute  the  statement  of 
the  Treasurer  that  the  beer  duty  is  a  decreasing 
quantity.  It  may  be  alleged  that  the  beer  duty 
is  not  growing  according  to  the  growth  of  popu- 
lation, but  my  reply  to  that  argument  is  to 
give  the  figures  that  I  have  before  me  for  the 
years  1891, 1892,  and  1893. 
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Beer  manufactured  in  Colony. 

Gallons. 

1891  ..  ..  ..     4,667,920 

1892  ..  ..  ..     4,752,720 

1893  ..  ..  ..     4,873,600 

These  figures  are  taken  from  the  Year-book. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  them  for  the 
year  just  concluded,  but,  from  the  comparison 
of  the  three  years  given,  honourable  members 
will  see  that  there  has  been  a  steady  growth. 
I  propose  to  be  consistent  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  and  intend  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  proposal  for  the  second  reading,  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  the  opinion  of  this  House  as 
to  whether  or  not  there  shall  be  an  increase 
placed  upon  colonial  beer.  I  wish  to  remind 
honourable  members  that  if  the  present  Tariff 
Bill  goes  into  Committee  and  is  passed  through 
without  an  indication  from  the  House  that 
it  is  prepared  to  sanction  an  increase  in  the 
beer  duty  our  hands  will  be  completely  tied ; 
whereas  if  the  House  resolves  or  expresses 
an  opinion  that  it  is  in  favour  of  increasing 
the  beer  duty  by  50  per  cent,  by  putting 
an  extra  three-halfpence  per  gallon  on  beer, 
then  the  Treasurer  will  clearly  have  £30,000 
to  work  upon ;  and  we  also  might  bear  that 
in  mind  when  making  reductions  on  other 
items.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  tariff  is 
paEsed,  the  probability  is  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  will  say,  "My  tariff  is  through;  I 
want  no  further  taxation  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
entirely  unnecessary  to  increase  the  taxation 
on  an  article  when  no  further  revenue  is  re- 
quired." That  is  the  position  I  take  up ;  and 
that  is  why  I  ask  the  House  to  take  some 
means  of  declaring  its  wish  and  desire  that 
the  Government  should  increase  the  duty  upon 
beer.  I  should  like  to  say  that  no  opportunity 
can  be  given  of  expressing  this  opinion  after  the 
Tariff  Bill  has  passed.  The  honourable  member 
for  Chalmers  gave  notice  several  days  ago,  and 
he  has,  time  after  time,  asked  the  Speaker  and 
the  Acting- Speaker  of  the  House  if  an  oppor- 
tunity could  be  given  of  taking  this  question. 
It  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  Government  are 
not  prepared  to  sanction  an  increase  in  the 
beer  duty.  The  Treasurer  laid  that  down  to-day 
clearly  as  a  principle,  and  therefore  those 
members  of  the  House  who  are  in  favour  of  in- 
creasing the  beer  duty  must  take  their  own 
course  of  stating  their  opinions,  although  they 
do  not  have  them  given  effect  to.  I  wish  to  say 
that  this  amendment  is  not  brought  down  for  the 
purpose  of  tying  the  hands  of  the  Government 
m  connection  with  their  finance.  I  recognise 
as  much  as  anybody  else  in  the  House  that  the 
finance  of  the  colony  must  be  sound,  strong,  and 
assured ;  but,  while  saying  that,  I  object  alto- 
gether to  the  statement  that  when  an  oppor- 
tunity occurs  such  as  is  now  presented  to  us  of 
revising  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  country — I  object 
to  its  being  said  that,  while  we  are  putting 
taxation  upon  all  goods  mentioned  in  the  tariff, 
in  regard  to  this  particular  item  of  colonial 
beer  we  are  absolutely  debarred  from  express- 
ing an  opinion  as  to  whether  an  increase  should 
be  placed  on  it  or  not.  What  I  ask  is  that  the 
Mr.  G.  W.  Russell 


Government  shall  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
House  of  expressing  its  opinion,  and  that  they 
will  be  prepared  to  abide  by  the  expressed 
opinion  of  the  House.  It  has  appeared  to-day, 
however,  from  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
said,  that  the  Government  are  not  prepared  to 
give  this  opportunity;  and  therefore  there  is 
only  one  way  of  doing  it — that  is,  by  moving 
an  amendment.  I  regret,  in  connection  with 
the  Tariff  Bill,  that  the  Government  have  not 
inserted  one  clause  in  the  Bill  from  the  Cana- 
dian tariff  law— that  is,  to  absolutely  prohibit 
the  importation  of  prison-made  goods.  That  is 
a  matter  which  is  felt  very  strongly  upon  by 
a  very  large  section  in  this  colony.  It  is  a 
matter  for  regret  that  prison-made  goods  from 
Germany  and  the  United  States  are  allowed 
to  be  sent  into  this  colony,  and  to  compete 
against  the  labour  of  our  own  operatives.  It 
is  not  for  me  to  say  what  the  duty  should  be, 
or  that  an  extra  duty  of  20  per  cent,  upon  such 
goods  would  not  absolutely  prohibit  their  im- 
portation into  the  colony,  but  if  it  is  proved 
that  these  goods  have  been  manufactured  in 
prisons  there  should  be  power  to  heavily  fine 
the  persons  who  import  them. 

An  Hon.  Member. — How  can  you  prove  it  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— An  honourable 
member  asks,  "  How  can  you  prove  it  ?  "  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  say  how  you  can  prove  them 
to  be  prison  goods.  I  only  quote  the  case  of 
Canada,  where  the  law  is  in  operation,  and  I 
say  that  we  ought  to  carry  it  out  in  this  colony 
with  the  view  of  protecting  our  own  operatives. 
I  now  beg  to  move  the  following  amendment : 
That  the  second  reading  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise  Duties  Bill  be  postponed  until  next  sit- 
ting-day, as  an  indication  to  the  Government 
that  the  excise  duty  on  beer  should  be  raised 
by  l£d.  per  gallon. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  motion  proposes  to 
raise  the  taxation  upon  beer,  and  such  a  mo- 
tion can  only  be  brought  in  by  a  Minister. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  am  not  proposing 
to  raise  the  taxation,  because  I  am  aware  that 
that  can  only  be  done  by  a  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  you  please  read  the 
latter  part  of  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— The  amendment  i* 
as  follows:  That  the  second  reading  of  the 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill  be  postponed 
until  next  sitting-day,  as  an  indication  to  the 
Government  that  the  excise  duty  on  beer  should 
be  raised  by  ljd.  per  gallon. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  that  would  be  an 
assumption  of  the  functions  of  the  Ministry  for 
the  time  being,  in  its  distinct  declaration  that 
the  beer  duty  should  be  raised. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.  — That  being  your 
ruling,  I  will  simply  move,  That  the  second 
reading  of  the  Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill 
be  postponed  until  next  sitting-day;  so  that 
honourable  members  will  understand  the  issue 
I  am  raising. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  would  be  tantamount 
to  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  until 
to-morrow,  which  the  honourable  member  has 
debarred  himself  from  doing  by  speaking  fully 
to  the  subject  to-night. 
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Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Am  I  to  understand 
you  to  rule  that  it  is  not  competent  for  a 
member  to  move  that  the  Bill  shall  be  post- 
poned, as  an  indication  to  the  Government  that 
the  beer  duty  should  be  raised  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  ruled  that  a  private 
member  cannot  propose  any  increase  in  the 
•duty  upon  beer. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— I  at  once  bow  to 
your  ruling,  Sir. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— I  have  no  desire  to  extend 
the  time  occupied  on  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  recognising  as  I  do  the  desirability 
of  getting  into  Committee  as  soon  as  possible 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  are  to  be  carried  out, 
or  rejected,  or  amended.  It  is  desirable  that 
this  should  be  done  without  delay,  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  commercial  community  generally. 
But  before  it  goes  into  Committee  I  should 
like  to  make  a  few  remarks,  and  to  say  that  if 
my  honourable  friends  the  Ministers  are  of  a 
•devotional  turn  of  mind  their  prayer  must  be, 
44  Good  Lord,  deliver  us  from  the  mess  we 
have  got  into,  and  we  will  promise  never  again 
to  bring  in  a  Tariff  Reform  Bill  in  our  day." 
We  have  been  told  by  the  Treasurer  that  the 
•question  of  revising  the  tariff  has  been  under 
-consideration  by  the  Government  for  several 
years,  and  that  it  has  been  under  consideration 
with  the  view  of  making  remissions  off  the 
Customs  duties  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony. 
Now,  I  have  only  been  connected  with  this  mat- 
ter for  the  last  two  sessions.  Last  year  a  Tariff 
■Committee  was  set  up  to  consider  the  question  ; 
and  the  first  thing  that  took  place  when  the 
Committee  met  was  to  be  told  by  the  Treasurer 
that  he  could  not  afford  to  forego  any  of  the 
•duties  to  be  derived  from  Customs ;  that  what- 
ever was  taken  off  in  one  direction  must  be  put 
on  in  another,  to  maintain  the  total  amount  to 
be  derived  from  this  source.  The  result  of  this 
was  that,  after  weeks  of  labour  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee,  they  found — while  some  mem- 
bers were  desirous  of  making  a  substantial  re- 
mission in  either  the  tea  duty  or  the  sugar 
<luty — yet  that  even  if  they  were  prepared  to 
recommend  increases  on  almost  every  other 
•possible  item,  they  could  not  make  up  enough 
revenue  in  other  directions  to  warrant  them  in 
making  a  recommendation  to  the  House  re- 
garding a  reduction  on  either  tea  or  sugar,  and 
they  therefore  left  the  question  to  be  decided 
by  the  Government.  The  Government  then  set 
up  a  Tariff  Commission,  and  we  all  know  what 
was  done  by  it.  The  members  peregrinated 
the  colony  from  one  end  to  the  other  at  the 
•country's  expense,  and  gave  us  a  report  of  some 
four  or  five  hundred  pages  of  matter,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  we  have  had  first,  second,  and 
third  editions  of  the  operations  of  the  Commis- 
sion retailed  to  the  House  by  the  good-natured 
'Chairman,  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
taki.  And,  after  all  that  was  done,  and  all  it 
cost  the  country,  the  Government  did  not  ac- 
cept the  recommendations  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission. They  brought  down  resolutions  on 
the  30th  July  making  certain  regulations  ;  they 
proposed  to  make  a  reduction  of  Id.  in  the  tea 


duty,  a  similar  amount  on  kerosene,  and  a 
small  amount  on  rice.  The  voice  of  the  mem- 
bers and  of  the  country  was  against  this  reduc- 
tion on  the  ground  that  the  consumer  would 
derive  no  benefit  whatever  from  it,  and  to  give 
these  small  concessions  the  Government  had 
to  increase  the  duties  on  even  more  necessary 
articles  of  every-day  consumption.  They  in- 
creased the  duty,  amongst  other  things,  on  flan- 
nelette and  soft  goods  generally.  The  House 
and  the  country  exolaimed  against  that  also, 
and  a  few  days  later  they  brought  down  another 
resolution  taking  the  duty  off  flannelette.  Some 
time  after  the  Government  brought  down  series 
No.  3  of  their  tariff  proposals— namely,  on  the 
14th  September,  when  they  brought  down  fresh 
proposals,  and  carried  them  for  the  time,  that 
the  reduction  on  tea  should  be  3d.  per  pound 
instead  of  Id.,  and  also  proposed — in  order  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  caused  by  that  pro- 
posal— to  put  a  duty  on  island  fruit,  which  had 
never  borne  a  duty  before.  They  also  proposed 
to  increase  the  duty  on  boots  and  shoes — to 
make  a  substantial  increase  on  these.  So  that, 
to  give  a  concession  on  one  article,  they  in- 
creased the  duties  on  many  other  much  more 
generally  necessary  articles  of  every-day  con- 
sumption. The  proposals  we  have  now  before 
us  are  still  further  modified,  and  I  desire  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  carrying  out  their  undertaking 
given  a  few  nights  ago— that  they  would  elimi- 
nate the  duty  they  placed  on  island  fruit  from 
the  Bill.  With  reference  to  the  duty  on  boots 
and  shoes,  the  amount  proposed  now  is  5  per 
cent,  more  than  the  original  duty,  which  has 
been  in  force  sinco  1888— exactly  the  amount 
of  the  duty  which  the  Government  proposed 
in  their  first  set  of  resolutions  on  the  31st  July, 
notwithstanding  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  said  that  their  first  proposals  were 
25  per  cent,  and  a  fixed  duty  of  2s.  per  pair 
on  all  boots  and  shoes  the  invoice  price  of 
which  did  not  exceed  5s.  per  pair.  When  his 
attention  was  called  to  that,  he  took  the  Bill 
in  his  hands  and  said  that  was  what  the  Bill 
said,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  said  we 
could  not  go  behind  the  Bill.  If  he  had  wished 
the  House  to  understand  the  real  truth  of  the 
matter  he  would  have  referred  to  the  first  copy 
of  the  resolutions.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
in  regard  to  the  resolutions  brought  down  last 
night,  voted  against  the  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  impose  a  7£ -per- cent,  ad  valorem 
tax  and  a  fixed  duty  on  a  graduated  scale  in 
favour  of  a  25-per-cent.  ad  valorem  duty,  being 
under  the  impression  when  he  did  so  that  he 
was  actually  voting  for  a  lower  rate  of  duty. 
Now,  in  all  the  most  important  classes  that 
have  the  duty  of  7£  per  cent,  ad  valorem  in 
addition  to  the  graduated  rates,  perhaps  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  aware  that  those 
duties  come  to  less  than  the  25  per  cent,  he 
was  in  favour  of.  Is  the  honourable  gentleman 
aware  of  that  fact  ? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.-No. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— The  first  item  in  the  resolu- 
tion is, — 

"  Men's  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced  at  and 
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under  lis.  the  pair,  sizes  6  to  11,  7$  per  cent. 
ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  2s.  per  pair.'* 

That  tax  amounts  to  a  little  less  than  the  25 
per  cent,  the  honourable  gentleman  voted  for : 
lis.  is  the  invoiced  price,  the  7}  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  is  lid.,  the  fixed  duty  2s. — a  total  cost 
of  18s.  lid.  per  pair.  The  duty  on  the  same 
article  at  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  is  a  fraction 
over  3s.,  making  a  total  cost  of  14s.,  or  a  trifle 
more.  The  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
makes  a  denial,  and  then  does  not  pay  atten- 
tion. If  he  docs  not  wish  to  attend  to  me  he 
can  go  outside  the  chamber,  instead  of  inter- 
rupting; but  I  would  ask  him  to  sit  still  while 
I  tell  him  where  he  is  wrong. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Tell  the  truth. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Oh  yes !  I  am  telling  the 
truth,  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  can 
reckon  figures  he  will  find  that  I  am  telling  the 
truth. 

Mr.  BELL.— Three  shillings  is  not  25  per 
cent,  on  lis. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— For  the  purpose  of  Customs 
duty  it  is,  and  I  will  show  the  honourable 
gentleman  how  to  work  it  out  afterwards.  The 
next  item  in  the  resolutions  is, — 

44  Youths'  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced  at  and 
under  lis.  the  pair,  sizes  1  to  5,  7£  per  cent. 
ad  valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  6d.  per  pair." 

This  makes  this  line  come  to  18s.  5d.,  while 
at  25  per  cent,  it  comes  to  14s.  Curiously 
enough,  this  line  also  comes  to  13s.  5d.  at  20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem;  so  that  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  makes  it  exactly  the  same  as 
the  old  tariff  rate.    The  next  item  is, — 

44  Women's  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced  at  and 
under  8s.  the  pair,  sizes  2  to  7,  7£  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.    Fixed  duty,  Is.  6d.  per  pair." 

The  cost  is  10s.  2d. ;  and  this  is  still  slightly 
below  the  fixed  duty  of  25  per  cent.  The  next 
item  is, — 

44  Girls'  and  maids'  boots  and  shoes,  invoiced 
at  and  under  8s.  the  pair,  sizes  7  to  1,  7  J  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.    Fixed  cUity,  Is.  per  pair." 

The  price  comes  to  9s.  8cL,  while  with  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  it  is  10s.  2£d. ;  so  that  in  every 
one  of  these  lines  the  member  for  Clutha  was 
voting  for  a  higher  rate  of  duty  than  if  he  had 
voted  for  the  25- per- cent,  ad  valorem  duties. 
Although  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
also,  I  think,  voted  in  favour  of  the  25-per-cent. 
duty  on  boots 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  did  not. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— I  myself  am  not  in  favour 
of  either  of  these  proposals,  and  shall  make 
one  to  assist  in  bringing  back  the  duty  on 
boots  and  shoes  to  the  original  amount  —  20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  —  which  means  22£  per 
cent,  on  the  English  invoiced  price,  and  to- 
gether with  all  other  charges  it  means  about  40 
per  cent,  advance  on  the  cost  price  at  Home ; 
and,  if  that  is  not  sufficient  protection  for  this 
or  any  other  industry,  all  I  can  say  is  it  ought 

H  q  to  be.  The  lines  I  have  referred  to  are 
'  '  the  principal  lines ;  they  are  lines  of 
which  a  very  great  many  more  pairs  would  be 
used  than  of  the  smaller  sizes:  and  on  these 
goods  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  has 
actually  voted  for  a  higher  duty  instead  of  a 
Mr.  Graham 


lower  one,  against  his  own  intentions.  I  have 
stated  that  25  per  cent,  for  Customs  purposes 
on  the  lis.  was  3s.  My  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  disputed 
it,  and  so  also  did  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce,  but  both  gentlemen  evidently  forgot 
that  it  is  provided  and  fixed  by  law  that  the 
Customs  duties  shall  be  calculated  on  a  sum 
equal  to  10  per  cent,  above  the  net  invoice- 
prices,  therefore  boots  invoiced  at  lis.  would 
for  Customs  duties  be  charged  a  duty  on  12s.  id. ; 
and  I  repeat  that  25  per  cent,  on  12s.  Id.  is 
slightly  over  3s.  The  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  disputed  the  same  thing  with  regard  to 
the  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the  8s.  per  pair 
of  boots.  He  disputed  that  it  would  be  2s.  2£d. 
With  reference  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell),  he  has  admitted 
that  I  may  very  likely  be  right.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce,  after  having  worked 
both  sums  out  in  his  presence  in  the  lobby,  was 
bound  also  to  admit  that  my  figures  were  abso- 
lutely correct.  I  may  say  that,  whatever  I  do, 
if  1  give  any  figures  to  the  House  I  generally 
make  sure  that  the  calculations  are  quite  cor- 
rect before  I  give  them.  Now,  there  is  just 
one  point  I  should  like  to  make  a  remark  or 
two  about,  and  that  is  the  fruit  duties.  I  have 
already  expressed  my  pleasure  that  the  duty 
proposed  to  be  imposed  on  island  fruits  has 
been  removed  from  the  Bill ;  but  the  duty  on 
the  fresh  fruits— apples,  pears,  plums,  cherries, 
peaches,  nectarines,  medlars,  apricots,  quinces, 
and  tomatoes  —  is  maintained  in  the  Bill  at 
Id.  per  pound,  or  Jd.  per  pound  more  than 
it  was  under  the  old   tariff.      I  voted  for  the 

Eenny  imposition  when  the  resolutions  were 
efore  the  House,  and  I  propose  voting  for  the 
penny  duty  on  these  fruits  when  the  Bill  is 
voted  on  in  Committee.  They  are  in  quite  a 
different  position  from  foreign  fruits  which 
cannot  be  grown  in  the  colony.  In  New  Zea- 
land we  can  grow  all  these  fruits  that  I  have 
enumerated  in  ample  supply  for  the  whole 
colony.  I  come  from  a  district,  Sir,  which 
is  second  to  none  in  the  colony  for  fruit- 
growing ;  and  every  fruit  season,  while  we  have 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  cases  of  imported 
fruit — much  of  it  shrivelled  up  and  of  inferior 
quality— from  Tasmania  and  from  other  Austral- 
asian ports,  we  have  tons  of  it  simply  rotting 
under  the  trees  in  my  district  because  the 
growers  cannot  get  enough  to  pay  for  gather- 
ing, packing,  and  cost  of  freight  to  Wellington. 
With  reference  to  foreign  fruits  also,  I  have 
known  shipments  of  as  much  as  a  thousand 
cases  coming  in  and  being  sold  at  such  prices 
that  it  would  not  pay  the  fruitgrowers  of  Nel- 
son to  case  and  ship  their  apples  to  Wellington 
to  compete  against,  and  I  also  know  that  the 
result  of  these  shipments  to  the  consignors  over 
on  the  other  side  has  been  to  leave  no  return 
whatever  to  them ;  so  that  the  fact  of  our  ad- 
mitting fruit  from  there  duty-free  or  with  a 
very  small  duty  on  it,  while  it  frequently  re- 
turns no  profit,  but  a  loss,  to  the  consignors,  is 
an  irretrievable  loss  to  our  own  fruitgrowers. 
My  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Clutha 
says  there  is  no  agitation  on  the  part  of  fruit- 
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preservers  or  fruitgrowers  to  have  this  duty 
increased. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  incorrect. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Well,  I  understood  you  to 
say  that  the  fruit-preservers  wanted  no  duty 
on  it. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  said  the  growers 
and  dealers. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Probably  not  dealers,  but 
the  growers  and  preservers  do.  The  fruit- 
growers in  Nelson — and  that,  I  say  again,  is 
one  of  the  best  fruit-growing  districts  in  the 
whole  colony — are  simply  borne  down  and  dis- 
heartened in  the  cultivation  of  their  fruit, 
because  they  cannot  compete  with  these  ship- 
ments of  fruit  that  come  from  the  other  side, 
and  these  are  at  the  same  time  of  little  or 
no  advantage  to  the  growers  who  send  them 
hero.  With  reference  to  the  fruit- preservers,  I 
have  a  letter  here  which  I  have  received  from 
the  best  fruit-preserver  in  the  colony,  and  the 
one  doing  the  largest  business.  I  refer  to  the 
Nelson  Jam  Factory — a  concern  that  is  open 
to  buy  all  kinds  of  fruft  that  are  required  for 
their  business  —  all  that  can  be  produced  in 
that  district — and  this  gentleman  writes  me 
to-day  to  state  that  he  approves  entirely  of  the 
rise  in  tho  duty  on  the  fruit  from  the  other 
side. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Of  course  he  does. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — He  is  prepared  to  deal  with 
-the  local  poople  absolutely,  and  his  complaint 
as  that  Id.  is  not  also  put  on  the  small  fruits 
which  we  propose  to  leave  at  jd.  So  much 
for  the  fruit  business. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Why  doesn't  he  buy  the 
local  fruit? 

Mr.  GRAHAM.  — He  does  buy  the  local 
fruit,  and  he  wants  to  encourage  the  local 
fruitgrower,  so  that  he  may  have  a  reasonable 
and  good  market  for  it.  If  we  were  to  put  a 
higher  duty  on  the  small  fruits  it  would  be 
the  means  of  causing  hundreds  of  people  to 
cultivate  these  small  fruits,  and  nearly  tho 
whole  of  the  cost  of  the  business  is  involved 
in  the  labour  of  producing  them,  and  this 
provides  work  for  the  people,  while  they 
have  now  a  lot  of  orchards  and  small  fruit- 
gardens  which  they  are  compelled  to  allow  to 
simply  go  to  wreck.  And  I  believe  that  what 
I  say  in  reference  to  Nelson  is  true  also  of 
Canterbury.  I  have  it  on  good  authority  that 
the  remarks  tbat  apply  to  Nelson  apply  with 
equal  force  to  the  fruitgrowers  of  Canterbury ; 
that  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  colony,  and 
that  we  should,  as  can  easily  be  done,  produce 
fruit  in  absolute  abundance  for  all  the  re- 
quirements of  the  colony.  That  is  the  reason 
why  I  propose  to  vote  for  the  imposition  of  Id. 
on  the  fruit  that  we  can  produce  in  the  colony, 
while  quite  disapproving  of  placing  a  duty  on 
island  fruits  which  are  brought  into  the  colony, 
and  which  are  of  very  great  benefit  to  the  colony 
at  times  when  our  fruit  is  out  of  season.  And 
there  is  another  reason  why  the  duty  on  island 
fruit  should  not  be  imposed,  and  that  is  that 
some  parts  of  the  colony  have  a  considerable 
trade  with  the  islands,  and  that  the  whole,  or 
nearly  the  whole,  of  what  is  exported  to  the 


islands  is  paid  for  in  fruit ;  so  that  if  we  were 
to  put  a  duty  on  it  the  importation  of  fruit 
would  cease,  and  our  exportation  of  goods  to 
the  islands  would  also  cease,  and  all  the  trade 
would  go  somewhere  else.  I  have  also  had 
sent  to  me  a  communication  with  reference 
to  soft  goods;  but  the  question  in  reference 
to  the  soft-goods  tariff  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  so 
complicated  a  nature  that  it  requires  experts 
to  deal  with  it.  Perhaps  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Clutha,  having  travelled  at  the 
country 's  expense  and  gained  a  great  deal  of 
information  on  the  subject,  may  bo  able  to 
enlighten  us,  and  in  respect  to  anything  on 
which  he  can  enlighten  and  guide  me  in  coming 
to  a  conclusion  I  shall  be  happy  to  take  his 
recommendation.  But,  with  reference  to  the 
soft-goods  tariff,  it  requires,  as  I  have  said, 
experts  to  deal  with  it,  and  if  you  get  two 
experts  they  will  disagree  one  with  the  other. 
I  will  wait  till  we  get  into  Committee,  will  take 
careful  notice  of  each  item,  do  the  best  I  can, 
and  vote  in  accordance  with  my  conviction  in 
reference  to  these  items.  I  am  pleased  that 
the  proposal  of  the  Government  to  increase 
the  duty  on  linseed-oil  to  Is.  6d.  a  gallon  was 
not  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  that  it  was 
reduoed  to  the  old  rate  of  6d.  In  the  mean- 
time I  think  that  is  all  I  have  to  say,  except 
that  I  am  afraid  that  the  variety  of  the  resolu- 
tions which  we  have  before  us  of  tho  different 
tariffs  will  make  it  very  difficult  for  us  to 
follow  the  business.  I  had  put  a  notice  on  the 
Order  Paper  of  a  question  I  wished  to  ask  the 
Government,  but  questions  have  not  been  an- 
swered for  the  last  few  days.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Government  propose  to  give  us 
tho  information  which  I  intended  to  ask  for. 
I  desired  to  ask,  "  If  the  Government  will,  for 
the  guidance  of  members  when  considering 
the  proposed  alterations  in  the  Customs  duties, 
supply  a  complete  tabulated  statement  show- 
ing, in  adjoining  columns,  the  rates  of  duty 
levied  under  the  tariff  of  1888,  and  the  rates 
as  they  will  appear  under  the  alterations  now 
proposed  to  be  made;  also,  tho  estimated 
annual  increase  or  decrease  on  each  item?" 
If  we  had  this  before  us  it  would  make  it  much 
easier  and  simpler  for  members  to  follow  the 
tariff  through  item  by  item,  and  enable  them 
to  much  more  readily  come  to  a  conclusion  as 
to  what  they  should  do  than  if  they  have  to 
take  all  these  various  papers  and  try  to  find  out 
in  that  way.  It  is  all  the  more  difficult  because 
the  tariff  of  1888  is  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order,  while  the  present  Tariff  Bill  is  classified 
and  arranged  under  the  different  classes  of 
goods.  That  is  what  makes  it  more  difficult.  It 
would  be  quite  easy  to  prepare  the  table  asked 
for.  We  have  the  tariff  of  1888,  and  it  simply 
means  putting  in  adjoining  columns  the  pro- 
posed rates  of  increase  or  decrease.  If  the  Go- 
vernment would  do  that  they  would  be  very 
mateterially  assisting  in  helping  honourable 
members  to  come  to  definite  conclusions  in 
reference  to  the  subject  we  are  called  upon  to 
deal  with. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— As  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal explanation,  I  should  like  to  say  that  the 
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honourable  gentleman  has  unconsciously  mis- 
represented me,  though  I  know  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  do  so.  He  stated  that  the  effect  of  my 
motion  was,  with  regard  to  a  certain  line  of 
hoots  quoted,  to  make  them  higher  than  if  his 
motion  had  been  carried.  I  take  the  schedule 
submitted  by  the  Treasurer,  showing  the  effect 
of  the  alteration  he  proposes,  and  this,  Sir,  is 
what  it  shows  on  the  line  most  favourable  to 
the  contention  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
On  boots  at  lis.  ho  shows  that  he  has  fixed  the 
duty  at  25J  per  cent.,  and  from  that  point  the 
price  goes  up  to  the  other  end  of  the  scale, 
making  it  rise  to  82£  per  cent.,  showing  that 
when  he  fixed  the  duty  at  7£  per  cent,  and  2s. 
per  pair  the  lowest  rate  was  25 J  per  cent.,  rising 
to  75  per  cent.,  and  in  one  case  to  82J  per  cent.; 
whereas  my  highest  was  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  suspension  of 
Standing  Order  No.  55  for  the  sitting. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  46. 


Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Russell,  G.  W 

Buick 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R 

Cad  man 

Larnach 

Seddon 

Oarnell 

Mackintosh        Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

MoGowan 

Stevens 

Crowther 

McGuire 

Steward 

Duncan 

McKenzie, 

J.     Tanner 

Earnshaw 

McLaohlan 

Thompson,  R. 

Flatman 

McNab 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Meredith 

Ward 

Guinness 

Millar 

Willis. 

Hall- Jones 

Mills 

Hogg 

Montgomery              Tellers. 

Joyce 

Parata 

Lawry 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Morrison. 

Noes, 

9. 

Allen 

Duthie 

Tellers. 

Bell 

Fraser 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Buchanan 

Heke. 

Massey. 

Button 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Carncross 

Hutchison,  G. 

Houston 

Stout 

Hutchison,  W. 

Wilson 

O'Regan 

Newman 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Pirani 

Mitchelson 

Reeves. 

Green. 

Majority  for,  37. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Standing  Order  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  McGUlRE.— I  deBire  to  state  that  I  was 
paired  with  Mr.  Houston,  but  as  I  was  in  the 
chamber  when  the  doors  were  locked  I  voted  as 
I  thought  he  would  have  done. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  I  cannot  understand  the 
argument  of  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City  with  regard  to  the  fruit  included  in  the 
item  "  apples,  pears,"  and  so  on.  I  understood 
him  to  say  that  he  was  in  favour  of  a  duty 
of  Id.  being  put  upon  this  fruit,  in  order  to 
encourage  the  industry  at  Nelson.  Upon  the 
same  line  of  argument  he  might  have  said  that 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


he  would  vote  for  a  duty  of  Jd.  on  oranges  in 
favour  of  orange-growers  in  the  district  north  of 
Auckland. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— It  is  quite  different. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  — I  do  not  understand  the 
honourable  gentleman's  argument,  in  view  of 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Tariff  Commission 
at  Nelson.  1  understood  him  to  say  that  they 
could  grow  any  quantity  of  apples  at  Nelson,, 
and  that  quantities  of  that  fruit  rotted  on  the 
ground. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — We  want  a  market  for  them 
here. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — If  they  are  rotting  on  the 
ground,  how  is  it  that  there  is  not  a  market  for 
them  here  ?  If  the  Tasmanian  people  can  grow 
apples  and  6hip  them  here,  surely  the  Nelson 
people  can  ship  them  here.  Mr.  Alfred  Harley, 
of  Nelson,  was  examined  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission. He  was  asked,  "  Would  you  advo- 
cate taking  the  duty  off  all  kinds  of  fruit  ?  '* 
Ho  replied, 

11  Yes,  excepting  the  tropical  fruits  we  can- 
not grow  here ;  1  think  that  we  oan  hold  our 
own  with  regard  to  fruit.  It  is  in  excessive 
supply  here,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  our 
friend  the  cod lin- moth  we  should  have  had  to 
pave  our  roads  with  the  apples.  We  are  get- 
ting Is.  a  bushel  for  them,  and  it  does  not  pay 
at  the  money.  I  think  that  the  duty  on  im- 
ported fruit  could  very  well  be  abolished.  My 
fruit  only  fetched  £10  altogether  this  season."* 

In  the  face  of  that  evidence,  if  they  could 
almost  pave  the  roads  of  Nelson  with  apples, 
how  is  it  Nelson  cannot  compete  with  Tas- 
mania? With  regard  to  boots,  I  am  bound  to 
admit  that  in  the  lobby  he  did  convince  me  that 
he  was  right.  At  the  same  time,  however,  he 
utterly  condemns  this  table  submitted  to  the 
House  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  think  he 
was  mistaken  in  that  matter.  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  25  per  cent,  upon  8s.  was  2s.  2d., 
and  that  was  what  I  was  objecting  to.  He  did 
not  mean  that ;  he  meant  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— That  is  what  I  said— 25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — 25  per  cent,  ad  valorem—  that 
is,  10  per  cent,  duty  on  the  invoiced  price.  The- 
Colonial  Treasurer  has  not  added  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — Then  he  is  wrong,  because 
he  ought  to  have  done  so. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Well,  I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
that  he  is  wrong.  We  often  think  that  he  is 
wrong,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
now  admits  that  the  Treasurer  is  wrong.  How- 
ever, that  is  not  the  point.  The  point  he  was 
trying  to  make  was  this :  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha,  in  moving  and  carrying  a 
25-percent,  tariff  upon  boots  and  shoos,  had 
increased  the  amount  of  taxation  that  would  be 
paid  on  boots.    Now,  Sir,  that  was  what  the 

11 30  honourable  gentleman  told  me  pri- 
'  vately ;  but  I  know  he  was  wrong.  He 
only  took  high-priced  boots.  If  he  took  the 
low-priced  boot  he  would  have  a  different  tale 
to  tell.  The  high-priced  boot  is  certainly 
charged  a  little  more  than  in  that  list  tabled 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  But  what  about 
the  low-priced  boot  to  be  supplied  to  the  poor 
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and  needy  ?  Now,  when  we  come  down  to  the 
boot  invoiced  at  2s.  in  England,  and  the  3s. 
and  4s.  boot,  what  is  the  result?  We  find, 
with  regard  to  the  2s.  boot,  that  the  proposal 
made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  puts  a  duty  of 
82}  per  cent,  upon  the  low-priced  boot,  and 
25 \  per  cent,  upon  the  high-priced  boot.  Is 
that  a  fair  way  of  assessing  taxation?  All 
those  who  want  to  buy  a  cheap  pair  of  boots 
are  obliged  to  pay  82}  per  cent.,  and  those  who 
want  to  buy  a  high-priced  boot  only  pay  25} 
per  cent.  If  you  come  to  the  men's  boots  you 
find  that  the  5s.  boot  is  charged  77  per  cent., 
and  the  lis.  boot  25  per  cent.  The  honourable 
gentleman  cannot  say  that  that  is  fair  taxation, 
nor  can  he  argue  that  the  amount  of  duty  col- 
lected by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha's 
amendment  would  be  larger  in  tbe  other  case. 
It  might  be  larger  for  this  reason :  The  tariff 
proposed  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  a  pro- 
hibitive tariff  altogether,  and  the  country  ought 
to  know  that  the  proposal  made  by  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  was  that  low-class  boots  were  not 
to  be  imported  at  all.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  land  them  here  under  the  conditions  which 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  wanted  to  impose  upon 
them.  As  to  the  Bill  itself,  I  understood  the 
Premier  to  say  this  Bill  was  in  accordance  with 
the  resolutions  passed  in  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  I  understood  you  to  rule,  Sir, 
that  it  was  necessary  the  Bill  should  be  in 
accordance  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  Well,  I  want  to 
call  your  attention,  before  I  go  any  further,  to 
the  condition  the  Bill  is  in.  The  Premier  has 
told  us  this  Bill  was  in  accordance  with  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Committee,  and  I 
understood  you  to  rule  that  the  Bill  must  be 
in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  that  have 
been  carried  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
I  want  to  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer  whether 
this  Bill  is  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions 
passed  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  be- 
cause, as  far  as  I  can  judge,  it  is  not,  and  the 
particular  item  I  refer  to  is  cotton  piece-goods 
— appearing  under  the  heading  **  Clothing  and 
Textile  Goods."  If  honourable  members  will 
turn  to  the  first  resolution  passed,  they  will  see 
it  does  accord  with  the  schedule  of  the  Bill, 
but  if  they  turn  to  the  third  set  of  resolutions 
they  will  find  the  item  "  cotton  piece-goods  " 
was  altered  by  that  resolution,  and  that  the 
Bill  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions 
of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  They  will 
find,  on  the  other  set  of  resolutions,  it  was  re- 
solved that  cotton  piece-goods — namely,  frieze 
and  laces — should  be  20  per  cent.  Now,  the 
Bill  is  not  in  accordance  with  that.  The  Bill 
includes  another  item  which,  I  say,  is  wrongly 
included — namely,  serge.  We  passed  no  reso- 
lution to  include  this  at  20  per  cent.  This 
comes  under  "  cotton  piece-goods  not  otherwise 
specified,  10  per  cent."  I  think  the  Bill  will 
have  to  be  withdrawn  and  a  new  Bill  intro- 
duced. That  will  be  two  Tariff  Bills  and  four 
sets  of  resolutions  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  seems  to  me  necessary  to  with- 
draw this  Bill  and  to  bring  down  Tariff  Bill 
No.  8.     I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 


the  tariff,  like  the  Ministry  themselves,  has 
been  very  much  mixed  up.  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  some  Ministers  did  not  want  to 
impose  protective  duties,  but  did  want  to  im- 
pose taxation ;  and  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  other  Ministers  wanted  to  put  on 
heavy  protective  duties.  It  is  a  milk-and-water 
tariff — part  of  it  for  revenue  purposes  and  part 
of  it  protective  duties.  You  will  find  protective 
duties  on  boots  and  shoes,  apparel,  and  several 
other  items,  such  as  patent  and  proprietary 
medicines.  These  are  intended,  no  doubt,  as 
protective  duties.  If  you  take  up  the  other 
items  you  will  find  that  the  duties  have  not 
been  imposed  for  protective  but  for  revenue  pur- 
poses. Take  the  first  item  on  the  list — carraway 
seeds:  we  cannot  grow  them  here 

Mr.  WILLIS.  —  Oh,  yes;  they  are  grown 
here. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Well,  that  is  a  protective 
duty.  Then,  gelatine  and  isinglass :  that  must 
be  protective  too.  I  suppose  liquorice  is  pro- 
tective pure  and  simple.  And  so  I  could  go  on 
right  through  the  list ;  and  members  will  find 
that  duties  with  a  view  to  increased  revenue 
have  been  put  on  by  that  portion  of  the  Cabi- 
net which  is  more  or  less  inclined  to  free-trade, 
and  the  other  half,  probably  the  larger  half,  of 
the  items  are  heavily  protected.  With  regard 
to  the  list  of  exemptions,  we  are  told  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  the  list  of  exemptions 
is  the  largest  over  put  in  a  tariff.  Well,  it 
may  be.  At  the  same  time,  I  say  the  first  set 
of  resolutions  which  gave  us  the  number  of 
exemptions  is  entirely  misleading,  and  that  a 
numb9rof  things  put  in  the  freeliBtare  already 
on  the  free-list,  either  by  the  tariff  of  1888  or 
by  the  Commissioner's  decisions ;  and  honour- 
able members  will  see  this  Schedule  B  is  not 
a  schedule  of  fresh  exemptions,  but  the  old 
Sohedule  B  has  been  repealed,  and  this  is  a 
schedule  re-enacting  the  old  ones.  We  are 
glad  to  see  binder-twine  on  the  free-list.  It 
was  only  after  considerable  pressure  both  in- 
side and  outside  of  the  House  that  it  was  put 
on  the  free-list.  I  am  glad  that  the  pressure 
of  the  House  and  the  country  has  added  that 
to  the  free-list.  So  also  a  few  of  the  imple- 
ments used  by  farmers  are  on  the  free-list 
which  were  formerly  dutiable.  Then,  as  a 
sort  of  sop  to  that,  we  find  the  farmer  is  in- 
duced to  believe  something  is  to  be  done  for 
him  by  protective  duties.  From  what  I  know 
of  the  farmer  of  this  country,  he  does  not  care  a 
rap  for  protective  duties,  and  does  not  believe 
in  them.  When  we  find  horses  and  cattle  are 
to  be  subjected  to  an  import  duty,  it  is  a  sort 
of  sop  which  the  farmers  will  not  have  much 
respect  for ;  but  any  food  he  may  import  for  his 
animals  is  to  be  taxed.  Thus  we  find  that  on 
the  one  hand  we  are  proposing  to  put  a  tax  on 
horses  imported  into  the  country,  while  on  the 
other  hand  it  is  proposed  to  tax  the  food  that  ia 
coming  in  to  feed  these  animals.  Then,  there  is 
a  tax  upon  onions.  Of  what  use  is  this  ?  Does 
any  one  for  a  moment  believo  that  it  will  be  of 
any  service  to  the  farmer,  or  that  the  farmers 
want  it?  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the  question 
of  cotton  goods  and  forfars,  or  dowlas,  or  any  of 
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those  other  things,  except  to  say  that  with  re- 
gard to  one  lot  of  them,  at  any  rate,  instead  of 
having  an  exemption  we  are  having  an  increase 
of  taxation.  I  refer  to  that  class  of  goods  which 
were  exempted  up  to  7d.,  and  which  are  now 
exempted  only  up  to  6d.,  and  I  think  that  ought 
to  he  known  to  those  people  who  very  largely 
use  these  goods.  They  are  largely  used  by  all 
classes  of  the  community,  and,  instead  of  being 
admitted  free  up  to  7d.,  they  are  now  being 
admitted  only  up  to  6d.  That  will  make  a 
very  considerable  difference.  I  know,  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  anxious  to  get  the 
Bill  into  Committee,  and  I  shall  be  anxious  to 
see  if  the  Bill  is  in  accordance  with  the  resolu- 
tions, and,  if  not,  what  is  to  be  done  with  it. 
It  seems  to  me  not  to  be  in  accord  with  the 
resolutions,  and  I  shall  wait  until  we  get  into 
Committee  to  say  what  I  have  to  say  further  on 
that  point. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— Sir,  I  believe  that  every 
member  of  this  House  will  be  quite  willing  to 
admit  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for 
any  Government  or  any  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
bring  down  tariff  proposals  that  would  be  satis- 
factory to  all,  and  1  think,  although  we  may 
find  fault  with  the  proposals  before  the  House, 
yet  upon  the  whole  we  must  admit  that  the 
Treasurer  has  made  a  very  fair,  and,  I  think,  a 
very  successful,  attempt,  in  endeavouring  to 
fcolve  what  has  always  been  a  most  difficult 
problem.  I  rise,  Sir,  at  the  present  time  be- 
cause I  happen  to  have  had  the  honour  of 
being  a  member  of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
which  has  taken  evidence  upon  different 
matters  which  were  brought  before  it,  and 
because  that  Commission  has  been,  to  some 
extent,  condemned.  In  fact,  their  labours  are 
said  by  some  to  have  been  almost  futile.  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  first  of  all 
upon  the  question  of  the  evidence  that  was 
brought  before  the  Commission,  which  has 
been  Btated  to  be  of  very  little  service,  on 
account  of  the  Press  not  having  been  admitted : 
it  was  not  because  the  Tariff  Commission  did 
not  wish  the  Press  to  be  admitted,  but  beoause 
those  who  were  prepared  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Commission  did  not  wish  it.  The  Tariff 
Commission  found  by  experience  that  if  the 
Press  were  admitted  the  result  would  be  that  a 
great  deal  of  the  evidence  that  we  have  before 
us  now  would  not  be  given  at  all.  In  many 
instances  people  came  before  us  and  gave 
their  evidence,  and  in  one  place  as  many  as 
seven  witnesses  declined  to  allow  either  their 
names  or  their  evidence  to  be  published,  and, 
that  being  so,  I  think  the  Commission  acted 
wisely  in  agreeing  to  keep  as  far  as  they  could 
the  evidence  placed  before  them  from  publica- 
tion in  the  Press.  Another  matter  I  wish  to 
mention  is  this :  that  under  such  circumstances 
as  those  we  know  that  it  is  a  very  common  thing 
for  people  to  seize  the  opportunity  by  giving 
evidence  before  such  a  Commission,  to  advertise 
their  business,  and  it  was  upon  these  grounds 
that  the  Commission  took  the  evidence  as  they 
did.  The  honourable  member  for  Masterton 
seems  to  object  to  this  Commission,  and  I 
think  he  hardly  knew  the  grounds  upon  which 
Mr.  Allen 


he  objected  to  it.  At  any  rate,  he  seemed  to 
display  a  great  amount  of  ignorance  of  the 
position.  Referring  to  the  question  of  tea,  he 
stated  that  the  amount  of  loss  of  revenue  would 
be  £50,000;  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  been  careful  enough  to  have  looked  up  the 
report  he  would  have  seen  that  the  loss  to  the 
revenue  in  that  respect  amounted  to  £34,000. 
I  mention  this  because  there  are  one  or  two 
items  in  the  report  I  do  not  agree  with.  But, 
because  I  do  not  agree  with  the  report  as  a 
whole,  I  think  there  is  no  valid  reason  why  I 
should  not  have  signed  such  a  report,  because 
that  report  was  arrived  at  almost  unanimously, 
and  was  a  fair  compromise  between  the  opinions 
of  the  members  of  that  Commission.  Now,  I 
wish  to  give  my  own  opinion  upon  the  parti- 
cular items  that  I  do  not  think  were  quite 
correctly  reported  upon.  I  was  altogether  in 
favour  of  the  recommendation  to  reduce  the 
tea  duty  2d.  per  pound,  and  I  was  also  in  favour 
of  the  reduction  on  kerosene.  Those  were  the 
two  items  that  made  up  the  largest  amount  of 
money  that  would  be  lost  to  the  revenue,  and 
were  the  two  items  that  the  public  of  New  Zea- 
land would  feel  the  benefit  of,  beoause,  as  I 
have  before  said,  tea  is  an  article  so  universally 
used  that  there  is  no  other  article  in  the  tariff 
that  would  affect  the  public  so  much.  Kero- 
sene is  another  of  those  articles  that  are  used 
throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 
this  land,  and,  with  the  object  of  relieving  the 
greatest  number,  I  considered  those  were  spe- 
cially the  articles  that  should  receive  some 
relief  at  the  hands  of  the  Government,  if  it  was 
possible  to  give  it.  Now,  there  had  been  a 
great  deal  said  with  reference  to  farmers,  to 
the  effect  that  they  require  no  protection.  That 
may  be  so  so  far  as  many  of  the  duties  are 
concerned,  but  to  a  great  extent  the  farmer 
is  protected  already.  He  is  protected  by  a 
paternal  Government  which  is  spending  a  good 
deal  of  money  annually  in  showing  the  farmer 
how  to  carry  on  his  business  properly, — how  to 
carry  on  dairying,  and  deal  with  the  different 
pests, — and  in  disseminating  useful  and  scien- 
tific knowledge  in  connection  with  farming. 
This  protection  is  just  as  useful  to  the  farmer 
as  certain  duties  that  are  levied  upon  a  com- 
modity that  may  be  manufactured  in  the 
colony  is  to  the  manufacturer.  I  was  some- 
what amused  to  hear  the  honourable  member 
for  Masterton  speak  to  the  effect  that  the  work- 
ing-man, would  have  an  opportunity  of  cultivat- 
ing his  taste  in  the  fine  arts.  I  think  it  would 
be  much  more  important  that  the  working-man 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  cultivating  the 
soil  and  the  land,  and  make  something  for  his 
family  to  live  upon,  than  that  we  should  let  a 
lot  of  articles  of  luxury  come  in  almost  free. 
There  is  another  point  in  connection  with  these 
duties  that  is  of  importance.  I  think  the 
colony  is  endeavouring  to  widen  the  area  of 
employment  as  much  as  possible;  and  how  is 
that  to  be  done  unless  the  industries  that  can 
be  carried  on  here  are  protected  to  some  ex- 
tent ?  I  am  just  as  much  a  Free-trader  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton.  He  said 
that  these  proposals  in  the  tariff  were  neither . 
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free-trade  nor  protective  duties.  That  just 
proves  that  fair  trade  is  the  kind  of  trade  that 
is  suitable  for  New  Zealand,  and  for  any  other 
country  under  the  sun  which  is  endeavouring 
to  produce.  If  we  could  have  free  interchange 
of  commodities  with  the  other  colonies,  then 
it  would  be  to  our  advantage  to  have  free- trade. 
But,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are 
placed,  when  other  colonies  have  instituted 
protective  tariffs  with  regard  to  some  of  our 
products  going  to  them,  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
self-defence  that  we  should  do  something  of 
the  same  kind  so  far  as  their  commodities  are 
concerned.  With  regard  to  some  of  the  heavy 
duties,  I  will  just  take  one  or  two  as  an  ex- 
ample. Patent  medicines  have  the  very  heavy 
duty  of  40  per  cent.,  and  I  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Chalmers  said  that  some  firm 
paid  a  large  amount  for  the  patent  rights  of 
some  concern  or  another,  and  no  doubt  would 
make  a  large  sum  of  money  out  of  it.  Now, 
what  are  these  patent  medicines  ?  Any  honour- 
able member  who  knows  anything  of  the  value 
of  these  patent  pills  knows  that  so  far  as  the 
expense  is  concerned  the  pills  oan  be  packed  up 
for  a  few  pence,  and  that  the  main  expense  is 
simply  that  of  advertising.  Take  the  evidenoe 
we  had  in  a  law- case  that  took  place  some  few 
years  ago  over  one  of  the  articles  we  are  now 
discussing.  That  proved  conclusively  that  the 
-Government  who  will  introduce  a  tariff  that  will 
prevent  these  nostrums  from  coming  into  the 
colony  will  be  doing  good  service,  because  the 
money  possibly  goes  out  of  the  colony  altogether 
for  these  things,  and  the  small  sum  of  money 
-  which  is  left  in  the  country  as  compensation  is 
simply  the  amount  of  money  the  newspapers 
may  receive  for  advertisements.  That  is  about 
the  only  compensation  the  colony  receives  for 
that  very  large  loss  of  revenue,  and  therefore, 
if  this  can  be  stopped,  I  think  it  would  be 
to  the  advantage  of -New  Zealand  rather  than 
otherwise.  With  regard  to  the  boot  trade,  an 
attempt  has  been  made  to  enlist  the  sympa- 
thies of  people  on  behalf  of  the  wearers  of 
the  low  class  of  boots.  Now,  it  hardly  defines 
the  class  of  boots  accurately  to  say  that  these 
were  the  lower  class  of  boots  that  it  was  de- 
sired to  keep  out,  because  the  low-class  boots 
can  be  made  in  New  Zealand.  The  class  of 
boots  that  will  be  affected  by  the  tariff  is  the 
low  class  of  boots  with  a  high  finish.  That  is 
the  article  that  the  bootmakers  of  New  Zea- 
land have  not  been  able  to  produce.  It  is  a 
shoddy  article  with  a  finish  almost  superior  to 
that  of  the  excellent  article.  That  is  why  I 
think  wisdom  has  been  exercised  in  trying  to 
keep  out  this  class  of  boot.  It  is  an  article 
which  when  exposed  to  the  wet  becomes  quite 
useless.  "  Low-class  goods,"  as  we  generally 
understand  the  term,  are  the  rough,  strong, 
well-made  goods  that  can  be  made  in  the  colony, 
and  the  manufacturers  of  the  colony  are  able 
to  compete  with  the  Home  article  in  that  line. 
That  is  why  I  consider  we  were  making  a  mis- 
take in  putting  an  additional  5  per  cent,  on  the 
duty  on  boots.  In  my  opinion  the  original  duty 
was  ample.  I  was  of  that  opinion  when  I  was 
-on  the   Tariff  Commission,  and  I  hold  that 


opinion  now.  That  opinion  is  also  borne  out 
by  the  evidence  given  before  us  in  Auckland, 
both  by  the  manufacturers  and  by  workmen 
who  opposed  the  duty.  Their  ground  for  doing 
so  was  this:  that  the  placing  of  a  very  high 
tariff  on  all  classes  of  boots  would  have  the 
effect  of  bringing  manufacturers  over  from  the 
other  colonies  to  New  Zealand.  Of  course, 
New  Zealand  has  only  a  limited  market,  and  it 
would  be  only  a  short  time  when  the  market 
would  be  completely  flooded,  and  the  number 
of  men  that  would  be  idle  would  be  enormous. 
In  order  to  prove  what  they  said,  they  stated 
they  had  built  up  a  considerable  trade  under 
the  tariff  that  had  existed  since  1888,  and  were 
satisfied  with  it.  With  reference  to  the  fruit 
question,  a  good  deal  has  been  said  on  both 
Hides,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  effect  in 
the  future,  we  shall  find,  will  be  that  people 
will  have  to  pay  a  considerable  price  for  fruit 
as  compared  with  the  estimate  placed  on  that 
article  by  the  grower.  The  difficulty  is  not  so 
much  the  duty  to  enable  the  grower  to  get  a 
higher  price  as  the  trouble  that  they  have  to 
bring  the  producer  and  the  consumer  together. 
The  fruitgrowers  in  New  Zealand  have  not 
learned  how  to  pack  their  fruit,  and  instead 
of  putting  it  in  clean  and  proper  boxes  they 
send  it  to  market  in  a  bad  state,  and  therefore 
the  fruit-dealer  is  not  prepared  to  give  the  price 
for  the  looal  article  that  the  grower  wants. 
There  is  another  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
local  grower.  It  is  the  fact  that  Australian 
fruit  can  be  landed  here  a  fortnight  sooner 
and  at  a  lower  price  than  the  New  -  Zealand  - 
grown  fruit ;  but  this  additional  duty  of  Id. 
per  pound  will  not  in  any  sense,  as  far  as  I  oan 
see,  benefit  the  producer  here.  Then,  again, 
these  men  who  use  fruit  in  the  early  season 
can  afford  to  pay  the  price,  and  do  so.  There- 
fore this  additional  duty  will  not  have  the 
effect  that  the  grower  expects  it  to  have,  and 
will  not  keep  out  the  Australian  and  Tas- 
manian  fruit,  because  the  foreign  fruit  comes 
in  somewhat  earlier  than  the  locally-grown 
article.  There  is  another  duty  that  I  notice. 
I  notice  there  is  a  proposed  duty  of  10  per 
cent,  on  electrical  machinery.  I  think  the 
duty  is  quite  fair,  but  I  wish  to  point  out  that 
electrical  machinery  when  used  for  mining 
purposes,  should  be  free.  Now,  the  miner  is 
differently  situated  from  other  individuals,  in- 
asmuch as  every  article  he  has  to  buy  is 
produced  by  some  one  else.  He  is  the  bene- 
factor of  the  colony  in  a  greater  degree  than 
any  other  person.  If  you  take  the  mining 
community  per  head  it  will  be  found  that  that 
class  of  the  community  pays  more  to  the 
revenue  in  taxation  than  any  other  class  in 
the  community.  They  are  consumers  of  every- 
thing the  colony  produces ;  they  purchase  all 
the  potatoes  produced  by  the  farmer,  and  every- 
thing they  use  is  produced  by  other  people. 
That  being  the  case,  they  should  be  supported 
and  assisted,  and  especially  as  they  themselves 
have  to  pay  for  the  liberty  of  working.  They 
have  to  pay  for  a  miner's  right  for  the  privilege 
of  earning  bread  for  themselves.  Further  than 
that,  they  have  to  pay  as  much  for  the  ground 
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on  which  they  erect  tbeir  huts  as  would  pay 
the  rent  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  acres  of  good 
ground  for  the  settler.  Taking  all  these  things 
into  consideration,  therefore,  and  also  the  fact 
that  the  miner  is  taxed  for  local  purposes,  I 
think  that  an  exception  should  be  made  in  re- 
gard to  a  duty  on  mining  electrical  machinery. 
In  other  respects  I  think  it  is  quite  fair  that 
electrical  machinery  should  stand  in  exactly 
the  same  position  as  gas-making  machinery. 

12  0  Wncn  the  Bill  is  in  Committee  I  shall 
'  '  do  what  I  can  to  get  the  duty  on  boots 
reduced  to  the  original  amount — 20  per  cent. 
Actual  evidence  was  before  the  Commission, 
and  I  think  the  House  should  see  that  that 
industry,  with  the  duty  that  has  been  imposed 
since  1888,  has  grown  up,  and  when  we  see 
an  industry  growing  up  I  think  it  is  wrong 
that  tho  whole  mass  of  the  community  should 
pay  too  high  a  price  for  the  employment 
of  the  few.  I  shall  endeavour  to  have  these 
alterations  made.  With  these  exceptions,  I 
consider,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
said  with  reference  to  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion's report,  that  they  have  produced  a  very 
fair  report,  and  one  that,  after  a  certain  trial, 
will  give  satisfaction,  and  that  the  revenue  of. 
the  colony  will  not  be  weakened.  The  main 
object  the  Commission  had  in  view  in  the  reduc- 
tions they  made — and  they  proposed  consider- 
able reductions — over  £100,000 — was  that  they 
should  be  made  mainly  on  what  may  be  termed 
the  necessaries  of  life,  or,  if  you  do  not  like  to 
use  that  term,  on  those  articles  most  universally 
used,  and  we  made  it  up  on  those  articles  that 
are  considered  as  luxuries. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Sir,  although  the  tariff 
proposals  have  been  before  the  House  for  some 
time,  I  have  not  up  to  the  present  intruded  my 
opinions  on  the  House  to  agreater  extent  than 
about  a  dozen  sentences.  I  propose,  however, 
this  evening  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  question 
of  the  tariff  proposals.  I  recognise  the  gravity 
of  the  undertaking  of  the  Government  in  pro- 
posing to  revise  the  Customs  tariff,  and  1  have 
the  utmost  sympathy  with  the  Government  in 
their  proposals.  In  1888,  though  not  a  member 
of  the  House,  I  took  a  lively  interest  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  when  the  tariff  pro- 
posals were  under  consideration.  It  is  im- 
possible for  the  present  Government,  or  any 
Government  occupying  those  benches,  to  bring 
down  a  proposal  that  would  meet  with  the  uni- 
versal acceptance  of  the  House.  Some  mem- 
bers of  the  House  have  free- trade  proclivities, 
and  therefore  want  a  free-trade  tariff;  others 
believe  in  protection  ;  and  others  in  fair  trade. 
I  think,  in  all  matters  of  life,  we  have  to 
agree  more  or  less  to  a  compromise,  and  so  I 
presume,  when  the  collective  intelligence  of 
the  House  is  brought  to  bear  on  this  ques- 
tion, all  will  be  prepared  to  agree  to  a  fair 
compromise.  I  regret  to  hear  from  one  or 
two  honourable  members  that  it  seems  to  be 
a  question  of  town  versus  country.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  calamity  that  such  an  issue  as  this 
should  be  raised  on  this  question.  The  towns 
oannot  live  without  the  country,  and  the  coun- 
try could  not  get  on  very  well  without  the 
Mr.  McOotoan 


towns.  The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Collins),  in  rather  a  heated, 
way,  attaoked  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ash  burton.  I  was  not  here  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton  spoke, 
but  I  heard  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City,  and  he  stated  the  farmers  of  the 
country  were  protected  up  to  the  hilt — that  the 
Government  exercise  great  paternal  care  in 
their  interest.  I  scarcely  think  that  is  cor- 
rect. If  the  farmers  are  protected,  it  is  really 
of  little  value  to  them.  The  farmers  of  the 
country  are  the  producers  to  a  very  large  extent 
of  the  exports  of  the  colony,  and  if  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  colony  were  only  equal  to  colonial 
consumption  any  protective  tariff  rate  on  tho 
farming  industry  or  products  would  certainly 
be  an  advantage  from  the  Protectionist  point 
of  view ;  but  when  we  bear  in  mind  that  tho 
exports  of  this  colony  amount  to  something  like 
nine  million  pounds'  worth,  and  that  78  per 
cent,  are  from  the  agricultural  and  pastoral 
industries  of  the  colony,  it  will  be  at  once 
seen  that  the  products  of  the  country  exceed 
local  consumption  by  a  very  large  margin, — 
and  it  would  be  a  sorry  day  for  New  Zealand 
if  it  were  not  so.  What  should  we  do  for  our 
people?  How  find  them  employment?  So- 
that,  when  it  is  stated  that  butter,  cheese, 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  potatoes  are  protected,, 
I  contend  that  the  protection  on  those  com- 
modities is  of  no  value  whatever  to  tho 
farmer.  To  illustrate  what  I  mean :  The 
imports  for  1891  were:  Wheat,  263  bushels; 
oats,  382J  bushels;  barley,  92  bushels;  and 
potatoes,  1*  tons;  and  the  total  amount  of 
revenue  derived  by  the  country  from  those? 
four  items  was  £17  8s.  2d.  That  is  the 
benefit  which  the  Customs  derived,  and  that 
is  no  advantage  whatever  to  the  farmer,  but 
rather  a  positive  injury,  because  these  cereals 
were  imported  as  seed ;  therefore,  so  far  as- 
the  farmer  is  concerned,  it  would  have  been 
far  better  if  there  had  been  no  duty  at  all. 
In  1892  the  imports  were  :  Wheat,  65  bushels ; 
oats,  110  bushels ;  barley,  26  bushels ;  pota- 
toes, 12  tons  15  owt.  In  1893 :  Wheat,  9J 
bushels;  oats, 85  bushels;  barley , 2,724 bushels  ; 
potatoes,  12  tons.  Last  year  there  was  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  quantity  of  wheat  grown  in 
the  colony,  and  it  was  necessary  to  make 
up  for  local  consumption  by  a  certain  amount 
of  imported  wheat;  consequently,  in  1894  the 
figures  were:  Wheat,  58,993^  bushels ;  oats,  HO 
bushels;  barley,  1,835  bushels;  and  potatoes, 
51  tons.  These  items  will  show  at  once  to  the 
House  that,  so  far  as  the  protection  of  these 
products  is  concerned,  it  is  of  no  advantage  what- 
ever, but  rather  a  disadvantage,  to  the  farming, 
community.  So  far  as  the  growing  of  grain  is 
concerned  we  are  in  a  position  to  hold  our 
own :  we  can  grow  wheat,  oats,  and  barley  as 
cheaply,  if  not  more  cheaply,  as  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies.  For  instance,  in  1892-93  the 
average  yield  in  New  South  Wales  was  12-2  ; 
in  Victoria,  10*4  ;  in  Queensland,  13*4 ;  in  South 
Australia,  71 ;  in  West  Australia,  12-3 ;  in  Tas- 
mania, 18 ;  and  in  New  Zealand,  24*3  bushela 
to  the  acre.    The  average  for  the  whole  of  the 
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colonies  was  10*3,  so  that  New  Zealand  ex- 
ceeded the  average  by  about  14  bushels  per 
acre.  That  shows  at  once  our  position  in 
regard  to  growing  wheat,  and  I  think  it  is  a 
fallacious  idea  that  farmers  benefit  by  import 
duties  on  these  various  cereals.  Moreover,  so 
far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  gave  notice 
— which  appears  on  Order  Paper  No.  SI — asking 
the  Government  to  remit  taxation  on  wheat, 
oats,  barley,  and  potatoes ;  and  so  far,  therefore, 
as  the  farming  community  is  concerned — or  I, 
as  a  representative  of  the  people  —  I  am  in 
favour  of  doing  away  with  the  import  duties 
on  the  various  cereals  imported  into  the  colony, 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  we  are  an  exporting 
community.  Sir,  the  present  Tariff  Bill  has 
been  anticipated.  Last  session,  and  in  pre- 
vious sessions,  questions  were  placed  on  the 
Order  Paper  asking  the  Government  when  they 
intended  to  revise  the  tariff.  A  Commission  was 
set  up  during  the  late  recess  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  information,  to  obtain  a  consensus 
of  opinion  on  the  question  of  the  revision  of 
the  tariff.  I  do  not  desire  to  find  fault  with  the 
personnel  of  that  Commission,  but  at  the  name 
time  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the  House 
that  I  scarcely  think  the  selection  of  members 
of  the  Commission  was  fair  to  the  various  in- 
dustries of  the  colony.  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
that  the  gentlemen  appointed  on  the  Commis- 
sion were  incompetent  for  the  work.  Not  at  all. 
But  I  do  say  that  the  gentlemen  appointed  on 
that  CommiKsion  do  not  represent  the  various 
industries  of  the  colony  to  the  extent  they 
should  have  been  represented  in  setting  up 
a  Commission.  For  instance,  we  had  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  colony  represented  by 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie) ;  but  that  gentleman 
happened  to  be  in  England,  and  therefore,  fo 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  that  interest  was  not 
represented  on  the  Commission.  Then,  we  had 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Clutha, 
who  represents  the  commercial  and  the  agri- 
cultural and  pastoral  industries  of  the  colony. 
We  had,  too,  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Avon,  who  represented  a  most  import- 
ant industry,  the  boot  and  shoe  industry,  with 
which  he  is  conversant.  Then,  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  the  Thames  represented 
the  goldfields  interest ;  and  we  had  my  honour- 
able friends  the  member  for  Waimate  and  the 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchi- 
son), both  newspaper  gentlemen — no  doubt  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  public  Press  of 
the  colony.  But,  so  far  as  the  public  Press 
is  concerned,  it  has  always  been  able  to  look 
after  its  own  interest  very  well— so  that  the 
agricultural  and  pastoral  industry,  the  most 
important  industry  of  the  colony,  representing 
73  per  cent,  of  the  exports  of  the  colony,  was 
scarcely  represented  on  that  Commission.  I 
think,  therefore,  a  want  of  judgment  was  dis- 
played by  the  Government  in  the  selection  of 
the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  Commission. 
Sir,  in  taking  a  general  view  of  the  question  of 
the  tariff,  one  cannot  be  ignorant  of  what  is 
taking  place  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  1  be- 
lieve the  general  trend  of  public  opinion  in  the 


neighbouring  colonies,  and  also  in  the  United 
States,  which  has  hitherto  been  very  largely 
protective  in  its  Customs  polioy,  is  in  the  direc- 
tion of  free-trade.  Of  course,  when  I  speak 
of  free- trade,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  look  upon  it  in  a  relative  and  not 
in  an  absolute  sense.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  free- trade  in  the  absolute  sense  in  any  oi 
the  colonies,  as  money  must  be  raised  to  meet 
interest  on  public  debts,  and  the  cost  of  ad- 
ministration ;  but  when  I  speak  of  free-trade, 
and  of  myself  as  a  Free-trader,  I  mean  in  prin- 
ciple a  Free-trader,  but  in  practioe,  like  many 
others,  I  cannot  be  a  Free- trader,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  necessity  of  having  to  provide 
ways  and  means  to  meet  the  interest  on  the 
public  dobt  of  the  colony,  and  also  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  administration ;  so  that,  how- 
ever willing  or  desirous  a  person  might  be  to- 
be  an  out-and-out  Free-trader,  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible under  the  circumstances.  In  1891  the. 
South  Australian  Government  set  up  a  Com- 
mission for  precisely  the  same  purpose  as  the 
Commission  set  up  by  our  Government  during 
the  late  recess— namely,  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  tariff,  and  how  the  industries  of 
the  country  might  be  advanced.  Their  report 
was  submitted  to  the  South  Australian  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  have  taken  from  their  report  just 
a  few  extracts,  which  I  will  read  : — 

"The  bulk  of  the  evidence  taken  by  your 
Commissioners  is  in  favour  of  intercolonial 
free- trade.  Your  Commissioners  are  firmly 
convinced  that  the  welfare  of  Australia  will  be- 
promoted  by  the  abandonment  of  all  restrictions 
upon  intercolonial  trade.  By  adopting  such  a 
policy,  the  one  object  will  be  throughout  Aus- 
tralia to  render  industry  productive  by  leaving, 
it  to  follow  natural  channels  of  employment, 
and  by  affording  every  possible  facility  to  com- 
merce to  early  realise  rapid  progress  in  wealth 
and  prosperity  by  developing  in  each  colony 
the  industry  for  which  Nature  has  best  fitted 
it,  without  wasteful  rivalry.  The  benefits 
arising  from  intercolonial  free -trade  will  far 
outweigh  any  disadvantages  which  may  re- 
sult." 

The  Victorian  Government  set  up  a  Commis- 
sion in  1893,  and,  as  that  is  the  colony  which 
above  all  other  colonies  has  been  committed  to 
a  fiscal  policy  of  high  protection,  it  is  very  in- 
teresting to  notice  the  report  that  was  brought 
up  and  submitted  to  the  Victorian  Parliament 
by  that  Commission,  wherein  we  find, — 

"  Another  feature  of  the  evidence  is  the 
unanimous  testimony  of  the  commercial  men 
of  Melbourne  to  the  fact  that  high  duties  have 
to  a  large  extent  ruined  the  intercolonial  trade 
of  Victoria,  and  that  high  protective  duties  are 
detrimental  to  foreign  trade.  They  have  re- 
moved the  distributing  centre  from  Melbourne 
to  Sydney,  and  they  have  decreased  the  rate  of 
wages." 

These  are  extracts,  Sir,  taken  from  the  report 
of  the  Commission  set  up  by  the  Victorian 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into, 
the  tariff  of  that  colony. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— What  date 
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Mr.  MEREDITH.— As  recently  as  1893.  I 
noticed  also  a  cablegram  which  appeared  in 
the  columns  of  the  Evening  Post  so  recently  as 
the  16th  of  August,  1895,  dated  London : — 

"The  Daily  News  New  York  correspondent 
reports :  '  In  many  manufacturing  industries 
the  employers  are  voluntarily  increasing  wages 
by  from  10  to  20  per  cent.,  some  half  a  million 
workmen  having  benefited  thereby.  The  Re- 
publicans admit  that  such  a  general  advance 
under  the  lower  tariff,  which  they  denounced 
as  a  free-trade  measure.'  " 

That  shows,  Sir,  the  effect,  as  I  have  just 
observed,  of  the  trend  of  public  opinion  in  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  in  the  neighbouring 
colonies  of  Victoria  and  South  Australia,  on 
this  question  of  tariff.  I  may  also  point  out 
that  under  a  highly  protective  tariff  in  Vic- 
toria industries  have  been  languishing.  In 
1891  the  number  of  factories  in  Victoria  was 
2,548;  in  1894  the  number  had  decreased  to 
2,515,  showing  there  a  decrease  in  the  four 
years  of  thirty-three  factories.  Again,  in  1890 
there  were  47,813  persons  employed  in  the 
factories  of  Victoria,  and  in  1894  there  were 
34,268,  showing  that  the  number  of  hands  had 
diminished  in  four  years  by  13,545,  and  the 
number  of  factories  by  thirty-three.  I  think 
that  is  proof  positive  of  the  condition  of  matters 
in  the  neighbouring  colonies  under  a  highly 
protective  policy,  and  should  guide  members 
•of  the  House  in  deliberating  and  deciding 
in  reference  to  the  various  items  of  the  tariff 
which  will  come  under  the  notice  of  mem- 
bers in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two.  When  we 
look  at  the  industries  in  our  own  colony  we 
find  that  they  are  surely  and  steadily  progress- 
ing. Persons  who  have  been  in  the  colony  as 
long  as  I  have  been— now  thirty- two  years — 
will  look  with  considerable  gratification  at  the 
number  of  industries  that  have  been  esta- 
blished in  the  colony,  and  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  those  industries  at  the  present 
time.  I  think,  Sir,  that,  if  the  House  is  care- 
ful in  arranging  the  tariff,  those  industries 
which  have  progressed  well  in  the  past  will 
prog  re  38  equally  well  in  the  future.  I  should 
like  to  point  out  that  in  1891  the  quantity 
of  boots  and  shoes  imported  into  this  colony 
was  57,821  pairs,  the  value  of  whioh  was 
£138,852 ;  and  in  1894,  that  had  gone  down  to 
52,450  pairs,  of  the  value  of  £128,391.  That 
shows  that  the  industry  is  extending,  and  not 
only  that  industry,  but  every  other  industry  in 
the  colony.  The  woollen  industry,  the  manu- 
facture of  agricultural  machinery,  the  making 
of  artificial  manures,  the  manufacture  of  bind- 
ing-twine, and  all  the  other  industries  that  have 
been  established  in  the  colony,  are  surely  and 
steadily  moving  along.  Sir,  I  visited  Canter- 
bury a  few  days  ago,  and  while  there  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  meeting  a  good  many  people; 
and  I  may  say  that  the  commercial  men,  and 
the  large  landowners,  and  a  gooi  many  of  the 
well-to-do  farmers  expressed  themselves  as  ap- 
proving of  the  action  of  the  House  in  dealing 
with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  business;  but 
the  body  of  the  working-men,  a  large  number 
•of  the  artisans,  and  small  farmers  expressed 


themselves  very  bitterly  against  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  dealing  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  business. 

Mr.  DUTHIE. — I  rise  to  a  question  of  order, 
la  it  in  order  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
discuss  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —  The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  travelling  wide  of  the  question  of  the 
tariff  in  his  remarks  that  are  being  made  on 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Very  well,  Sir,  I  have 
just  disposed  of  the  subject.  No  Government 
has  ever  had  a  better  opportunity  of  doing 
good  in  the  interests  of  the  masses  of  the 
people  than  the  present  Government.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that,  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in 
bringing  down  this  Tariff  Bill,  had  stated  to 
the  House  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  remove  taxation  off  the  Cus- 
toms by  a  lump  sum  of  £80,000,  it  would  have 
met  with  the  greatest  possible  satisfaction  in 
this  House  and  in  the  country  at  large.  But, 
then,  the  question  would  have  been  raised. 
If  £80,000  were  remitted  from  the  Customs 
duties,  how  would  the  amount  be  made  up? 
Well,  Sir,  that,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  very 
easily  done.  The  quantity  of  beer  imported 
into  and  manufactured  in  the  colony  in  1895 
was  5,102,983  gallons,  which  at  an  increase  of 
3d.  per  gallon  would  yield  £63,787  5s.  9d.  A 
graduated  tax  upon  incomes  to  the  extent  of 
£20,000  added  to  that  would  make  the  total 
£83,787  5s.  9d.,  or  nearly  £4,000  over  and 
above  the  remission  of  £80,000.  I  cannot  for 
the  life  of  me  see  the  reason  why  landowners 
should  have  to  submit  to  a  graduated  tax,  while 
those  in  receipt  of  large  incomes,  who  live  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  large  centres  of  popu- 
lation in  palatial  residences  and  are  amassing 
large  fortunes,  should  not  be  called  upon  to 
pay  a  graduated  tax  upon  their  inoomes.  Sir, 
I  will  just  refer  for  a  few  moments  to  the  items 
of  the  tariff.  As  to  the  matter  of  the  import 
duty  on  tea,  my  opinion  is  that  it  should  re- 
main at  6d.  per  pound.  If  the  Government 
require  to  protect  the  revenue  of  the  country 
so  as  to  have  a  strong  finance,  then  I  say  by 
all  means  do  not  tamper  with  this.  Tea  has 
been  spoken  of  by  honourable  members  as  one 
of  the  indispensable  requisites  of  life.  Sir,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  there  is  a  growing  feeling 
amongst  the  people  of  New  Zealand  that  tea 
no  more  than  intoxicating  drinks  is  a  necessity 
of  life.  The  quantity  of  alcoholic  drinks  con- 
sumed in  the  colony  is  becoming  gradually 
less;  it  is  a  diminishing  quantity.  The  quan- 
tity of  tea  consumed  in  the  colony  is  equally  a 
diminishing  quantity.  In  the  statistical  returns 
we  find  that  in  1879  the  quantity  of  tea  con- 
sumed per  head  of  the  population  was  9*481b,  ox 
nearly  91b.  8oz. ;  while  the  quantity  consumed 
in  1893,  four  years  later,  was  5*72lb.,  or  5|lb. ; 
showing  that  3  31b.  less  tea  per  head  was  con- 
sumed in  1893  than  in  1879.  Now  as  to  lin- 
seed-oil and  linseed.  It  is  proposed  to  place 
an  import  duty  of  £2  on  linseed.  I  am  glad 
to  see  the  House  has  decided  upon  lowering  the 
import  duty  upon  linseed-oil  to  6d.  a  gallon. 
I  cannot  see  the  force  of  putting  an  import 
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duty  of  £2  on  linseed.  We  are  producing  lin- 
seed in  the  colony  at  the  present  time.  We 
can  grow  it  as  well  in  New  Zealand  as  they 
can  grow  it  in  the  Old  Country,  and  perhaps 
better.  Some  of  my  neighbours  have  been 
growing  linseed,  and  last  year  one  of  them 
grew  30  bushels  to  the  acre.  He  sold  the  lin- 
seed at  7s.  6d.  per  bushel,  the  crop  returning 
him  £11  5s.  per  acre.  There  is  nothing  like 
the  same  amount  of  labour  connected  with 
growing  a  crop  of  linseed  as  in  growing  wheat ; 
and  if  farmers  are  guaranteed  4s.  6d.  or  5s.  a 
bushel  it  will  pay  them  to  grow  linseed,  and  I 
believe  that  such  a  large  area  will  be  put  under 
linseed  in  the  colony  that  there  will  not  after 
a  few  years  be  an  ounce  of  linseed  imported 
into  the  colony  except  for  seed.  Take  cattle 
and  horses :  I  should  like  to  see  the  duty  taken 
off,  but  if  it  remains  on  it  should  be  under 
the  proviso  that  cattle  and  horses  imported  for 
purely  stud  purposes,  on  a  declaration  by  the  im- 
porter to  that  effect,  should  be  admitted  duty- 

12  30  *ree*  **  fchev  are  brought  in  to  improve 
"  our  stock  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  ex- 
port to  greater  advantage,  surely  it  is  a  mistaken 
policy  to  impose  a  tax  upon  oattle  and  borses 
imported.  I  am  pleased  with  the  remission  of 
the  tax  on  twine.  This  is  a  most  important 
article.  Last  year,  in  consequence  of  a  ring 
created  in  twine  in  Otago  or  Southland,  the 
Canterbury  farmers  had  to  send  over  to  Mel- 
bourne for  twine  sent  there  from  New  Zealand, 
and  had  it  brought  back  to  Christchurch,  and 
from  there  distributed  amongst  the  farmers  of 
Canterbury,  and  that  was  done  at  less  price 
than  if  it  had  been  bought  in  Otago  or  South- 
land. We  can  grow  the  flax  here,  and  twine 
can  be  manufactured  in  the  colony.  It  has 
been  remarked  by  one  honourable  gentleman 
that  members  of  this  House  do  not  take  that 
interest  in  the  industries  of  the  colony  which 
they  ought  to  do.  I  am  prepared  to  take  an 
interest  in  the  industries  of  the  colony,  and 
I  may  say  that  I  am  so  interested  in  the 
industries  of  the  colony  that  from  the  hat  I 
wear  on  my  head  to  the  boots  on  my  feet 
— and  I  represent  eleven  in  my  family — we 
wear  nothing  but  that  which  is  made  in  the 
colony  so  far  as  we  possibly  can;  and  if  the 
Premier  and  his  family,  and  if  members  of  this 
House  and  their  families,  would  only  act  simi- 
larly it  would  give  a  greater  impetus  to  the 
industries  of  the  colony,  alike  in  regard  to 
clothing  and  boots  and  other  articles,  than  any 
special  tax  which  we  may  place  upon  these 
articles  in  our  revision  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  MASSEY.  —  I  have  not  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  the  disoussion  which  has  taken 

Elace  in  connection  with  the  tariff  proposals, 
ut  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House,  although  at  this  hour  in  the  morning 
I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
more  than  a  very  few  minutes.  After  listening 
to  the  speeches  which  have  been  delivered 
during  this  afternoon  and  evening,  I  think  it  is 
reoognised  by  every  honourable  member  that  it 
is  impossible  to  do  without  Customs  duties; 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  certain 


proportion  of  the  money  needed  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  country  should  be  collected 
through  the  Customs.  Such  being  the  case,  I 
think  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  this  indirect 
taxation  is  adjusted  as  equitably  as  possible,  so 
that  no  one  class  shall  be  favoured  or  benefited 
at  the  expense  of  another.  A  certain  sum  of 
money  has  to  be  raised,  and  if  one  man  pays  less 
than  his  share  another  man  must  pay  more, 
and  thus  very  great  injustice  may  be  done.  I 
think  there  is  one  point  on  which  we  are 
agreed,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  taxation  on 
luxuries.  I  think  luxuries  should  be  taxed  at 
a  comparatively  high  rate.  By  *•  luxuries"  I 
mean  articles  which  are  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary, which  may  be  done  without,  and  which 
are  used  to  gratify  certain  tastes.  As  I  said 
just  now,  I  think  these  ar tides  should  be  taxed 
at  a  comparatively  high  rate,  because  they  are 
used  by  people  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  think  the  necessaries  of 
life,  such  as  boots  and  shoes,  clothing,  tea  and 
sugar,  and  the  like  things,  should  be  let  off  as 
lightly  as  possible,  because  they  are  used  by  all 
classes  of  the  community — by  the  poor  man  as 
well  as  the  rich  man;  by  the  man  with  the 
small  income  as  well  as  the  man  with  a  large 
inoome.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  the  idea  that  certain  classes  of  goods 
should  be  taxed  at  a  higher  rate  than  others 
because  they  can  be  manufactured  in  the 
colony.  That  means,  whatever  may  be  said  to 
the  contrary,  simply  reducing  the  earnings  of 
the  consumer  and  increasing  the  earnings  of 
the  manufacturer.  I  think,  as  I  said  just  now, 
that  we  should  approach  this  subject  realising 
that  we  must  collect  a  certain  sum  of  money 
through  the  Customs,  and  that  we  should  dis- 
tribute the  burden  as  equally  as  possible  upon 
the  people  of  the  colony,  so  that  no  one  will  be 
asked  to  pay  more  than  his  share,  and  no  one 
will  be  allowed  to  pay  less.  Perfection  in  Cus- 
toms tariffs  may  be  too  much  to  expect,  but,  if 
we  act  on  this  principle,  I  think  the  result  will 
be  a  tariff  which  will  satisfy  all  the  reasonable 
people  of  the  colony ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  that 
has  been  said  to  the  contrary,  I  think  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  are  reasonable.  As  most 
members  know,  I  have  given  notice  of  certain 
amendments  in  Committee  on  the  Tariff  Bill, 
and  my  reason  for  so  doing  was  this :  that  I 
think,  in  spite  of  the  concessions  which  have 
been  made,  the  country  settlers  of  the  colony 
still  pay  a  great  deal  more  than  their  share  both 
in  direct  and  indirect  taxation.  Other  trades 
and  industries  have  their  tools  and  material 
admitted  free,  but  the  country  settler  is  ap- 
parently fair  game  for  taxation.  I  notice  in  the 
tariff  that,  though  agricultural  machinery  "  un- 
less otherwise  enumerated  "  is  free,  the  "  other- 
wise enumerated"  is  a  pretty  comprehensive 
list.  For  instance,  ploughs  are  free,  but  plough 
fittings  are  taxed ;  reapers-and-binders  are  free, 
but  their  fittings  are  taxed.  Many  other  articles 
used  by  the  farmers  are  also  taxed.  Anything 
which  increases  the  cost  of  the  tools  and 
machinery  increases  the  cost  of  the  articles 
which  those  tools  and  machinery  are  used  to 
produoe;  so  that  these  taxes  upon  agricultural. 
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-requirements,  such  as  fencing-wire  and  har- 
vesting machinery,  are  really  taxes  upon  the 
productions  of  the  soil.  They  are  taxes  upon 
the  raw  materials  from  which'  a  numerous  and 
important  class  obtain  a  living,  and  upon 
which  the  prosperity  of  the' colony  largely  de- 
pends. I  think  it  would  rather  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  to  remove  every  possible 
handicap  from  the  agricultural  industry,  and 
the  colony  would  be  at  once  benefited  by 
the  increased  production.  We  talk  about  en- 
•couraging  the  people  to  go  upon  the  land.  We 
not  only  give  them  no  encouragement  to  do  so, 
but  we  tax  them  in  every  possible  way  directly 
and  indirectly.  Imposing  duties  such  as  we 
have  at  present  means  increasing  the  Customs 
revenue  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I  am  sure  that 
in  the  end  it  will  do  a  great  deal  more  harm 
than  good.  I  have  heard  it  said  by  some 
honourable  members  that  the  farmers  should 
not  object  to  protection  because  they  are  pro- 
tected themselves.  But  is  that  really  the  case  ? 
I  contend  that.it  is  not.  I  am  quite  willing 
to  admit,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  last 
speaker,  that  there  are  at  present  duties  upon 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  et  cetera ;  but  these  duties 
are  of  no  benefit  to  the  farmers,  because  we  pro- 
duce more  than  we  consume,  and  consequently 
the  price  that  we  receive  is  not  the  local  value 

fdiis  the  duty,  but  the  European  price  less 
reight  and  other  charges.  How  would  the 
people  connected  with  protected  industries  here 
like  to  have  to  send  their  goods  to  England  and 
sell  them  in  competition  with  the  whole  world, 
and  at  the  same  time  pay  taxes  on  their  tools 
<and  raw  materials  here?*  Yet  that  is  exactly 
what  farmers  are  expected  to  do.  While  I  am 
willing  to  support  free-trade  all  round,  or,  at 
all  events,  so  far  as  the  British  Empire  is  con- 
cerned, I  object  to  a  differential  tariff  in  respect 
to  any  part  of  the  Empire,  such  as  is  proposed 
in  the  cases  of  South  Australia  and  Canada.  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  should  tax  woollens  from 
Yorkshire  while  we  admit  woollen  goods  from 
Canada  free.  Neither  do  I  see  any  reason  why 
we  should  tax  fruits  from  New  South  Wales, 
Victoria,  and  Tasmania,  and  admit  fruit  from 
South  Australia  free.  In  connection  with  this 
matter,  it  seems  to  me  that  some  honourable 
members  imagine  that  free-trade  means  sub- 
stituting direct  for  indirect  taxation,  and  we 
heard  the  Premier  say  something  of  the  sort 
this  afternoon,  and  that  it  would  lead  to  the 
single-tax.  I  contend  that  it  means  nothing 
■of  the  sort.  The  most  eminent  authorities  en 
the  subject — Cobden  and  Wise  particularly — 
have  declared  over  and  over  again  that  free- 
trade  means  a  tariff  for  revenue  only,  and  not 
for  protective  purposes,  and  which  will  not 
•divert  trade  from  its  natural  channels.  There 
is  England,  which  every  one  knows  is  a  free- 
trade  country,  and  there  they  collect  nearly 
twenty  millions  annually  through  the  Customs. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  argument  that  free- 
trade  and  Customs  duties  cannot  go  together  is 
altogether  fallacious,  and  will  not  hold  water. 
Turning  to  particular  items,  I  should  like  to 
refer  first  of  all  to  boots  and  shoes.  I  think  it 
is  a  great  pitv  the  duty  on  these  has  been  in- 
Air,  Massey 


creased,  because  every  head  of  a  family  knows 
they  are  dear  enough  already,  and  this  duty 
will  make  them  still  dearer.  What  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  duty  ?  On  the  face  of  it,  one  would 
think  it  was  to  benefit  the  manufacturer  of 
boots  and  shoes.  The  Tariff  Commission  when 
in  Auckland  received  several  deputations  from 
bootmakers — masters  and  operatives — and  every 
one  of  them  objected  to  the  increase  of  duties 
so  far  as  boots  and  shoes  were  concerned.  One 
of  them  said, — 

44  We  have  the  honour  to  represent  five- 
sixths  of  the  boot-manufacturers  of  Auckland, 
and  our  visit  this  evening  is  to  ask  that  no 
advance  be  made  in  the  present  rates  of  duty. 
We  believe,  as  manufacturers,  that  the  present 
tariff  is  ample  for  the  development  of  this  in- 
dustry." 

Then,  another  said,  "  We  are  of  opinion  there 
should  be  no  increase  in  the  tariff  on  boots  "  ; 
and  a  deputation  of  operatives  expressed  almost 
the  same  opinion.  The  resolution  they  came 
to  present,  from  a  meeting  of  men  and  manu- 
facturers, was  as  follows :  "  That  this  Commis- 
sion be  advised  not  to  recommend  any  altera- 
tion in  the  tariff  as  regards  boots  and  shoes." 
Now,  Sir,  those  men  evidently  knew  what  they 
were  talking  about;  and  if  their  opinion  is 
correct — and  I  think  it  is — this  increase  is  an 
injustice  to  the  settlers,  both  in  city  and  coun- 
try, and  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  any  one.  I 
have  given  notice  of  an  amendment  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  boots  from  25  per  cent,  to  20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  and  I  hope  the  Treasurer 
will  accept  the  amendment.  I  am  pleased  that 
the  House  has  seen  fit  to  strike  out  the  duty 
on  island  fruit.  I  need  not  refer  to  it  except 
briefly,  but  I  heard  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitaki  say  that  the  duty  on  oranges  was 
taken  off  by  a  very  large  majority.  But  when  it 
was  proposed  a  few  evenings  ago  it  was  put  on 
by  a  very  large  majority,  of  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitaki  was  one. 

Major  STEWARD.— No. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— The  honourable  gentleman 
finds  it  convenient  to  forget.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  even  that  the  duty  on  apples,  plums, 
pears,  and  so  forth  will  be  of  any  benefit  to  the 
fruitgrowers  of  the  colony.  During  some  parts 
of  the  season  there  is  such  a  glut  in  the 
market  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the  im- 
porter to  compete,  while  during  other  periods 
the  duty  will  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
price  to  the  consumer  without  conferring  any 
benefit  upon  the  producer.  As  members  know, 
I  presented  a  petition  from  fruitgrowers  in  my 
district  protesting  against  any  increase  in  the 
duty  on  fruit.  I  shall  not  oppose  this  duty ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  it  will  do  very 
little,  if  any,  good  to  the  fruitgrowers.  There 
is  another  duty  which  I  am  sorry  to  see  has 
been  replaced:  that  is  the  duty  on  kerosene. 
Now,  kerosene  is  a  light  used  by  a  certain 
section  of  the  .community  in  the  same  way  as 
gas  and  electric  light  are  used  by  another  sec- 
tion. As  there  is  no  duty  on  gas  and  electric 
light,  there  should  be  no  duty  on  kerosene. 
Light  is  one  of  those  things  that,  in  my  opinion, 
should  not  be  taxed.    I  am  pleased  to  see  that 
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the  House  has  seen  fit  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
linseed-oil.  Taking  the  tariff  as  a  whole,  though 
we  have  had  some  concessions,  such  as  the  re- 
moval of  the  duty  on  hinder-twine,  I  cannot 
see  that  it  is  any  great  improvement  on  the 
tariff  of  1888.  There  is  a  little  taken  off  here 
and  a  little  put  on  there,  but  tjhere  are  still 
many  anomalies;  but,  as  in  Committee  every 
item  will  be  considered  separately,  I  hope  the 
Bill,  before  it  gets  through  Committee,  will  be 
-very  much  improved. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  rise  to  make  a  per- 
gonal explanation.  The  honourable  member 
-for  Waitemata  asserted  just  now  that  I  voted 
the  other  evening  for  placing  a  duty  en  island 
fruits,  particularly  oranges.  Now,  Sir,  I  know 
something  about  the  practice  of  this  House. 
I  voted  for  a  temporary  resolution,  as  against 
■a  hostile  amendment  moved  against  the  Go- 
vernment which  I  support.  It  was  distinctly 
intimated  that  when  the  question  of  the  duty 
•came  before  the  House  I  should  vote  against  it. 
I  did  not  vote  for  the  duty,  but  voted  for  the 
-Government. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—  I  think  it  necessary,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki,  to 
■say  this  :  The  honourable  gentleman  asked  me 
if  this  was  a  party  question.  I  said  it  was. 
He  said  upon  that  ground  he  would  vote  for  the 
•Government. 

Mr.  HEKE.  — I  think  the  new  tariff  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  are  not  satisfactory. 
I  believe  there  are  items  very  well  worthy  of 
•consideration  that  have  been  left  out  by  the 
•Government — items  that  ought  to  have  been 
included  in  the  present  tariff,  and  placed  before 
this  House  for  consideration.  I  agree,  myself, 
with,  former  speakers  as  to  the  necessity  for 
imposing  duties  on  all  luxuries,  and  I  believe 
that  imported  beer  and  porter  can  stand  a 
further  duty  of  6d.  a  gallon  above  the  present 
■2s.  which  the  Government  has  placed  upon 
them.  They  are  purely  luxuries.  However, 
I  shall  not  say  anything  further  on  that. 
Then  as  to  cigarettes :  I  think  this  item  can 
•stand  a  rise  of  3d.  or  6d.  As  to  boots  that  are 
worn  by  the  labouring-classes  of  this  colony,  I 
think  it  is  rather  out  of  place  to  put  a  further 
•duty  upon  these  articles,  and  place  them  fur- 
ther beyond  the  reach  of  the  workers,  who 
really  are  the  people  this  House  ought  to  have 
moro  consideration  for,  because  there  is  no 
•doubt  that  year  by  year  times  are  getting 
harder,  and  we  ought  to  make  everything  as 
light  as  we  possibly  can  for  them.  I  agree 
•entirely  with  the  remarks  made  by  previous 
speakers  as  to  fencing-wire,  more  especially  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata.  We  ought  really  to  enoourage  the 
people  who  desire  to  ocoupy  land,  and  to  help 
them  in  every  way  as  far  as  wire  fencing  is 
-concerned,  and,  instead  of  imposing  duties  on 
that  article,  this  House  ought  to  admit  wire 
free.  As  far  as  the  island  fruit  is  concerned,  I 
think  the  Government  are  to  be  congratulated 
•on  the  manner  in  which  they  have  taken  this 
matter  into  their  further  consideration,  and 
have  given  effect  to  the  feelings  of  the  majority 
of  members  in  this  House,  not  to  impose  a  duty 


on  that  item.  I  wish  to  say,  however,  that  tea 
ought  to  have  been  left  alone,  for  the  mere  fact 
of  bringing  that  down  Id.  or  2d.,  whatever  the 
oase  may  be,  will  not  benefit  the  consumers  at 
all.  I  venture  to  say  that  tea  would  be  sold 
at  the  same  rate  as  of  old.  The  items  I  have 
referred  to  I  think  can  stand  a  further  duty. 
These  are  quice  sufficient  to  bring  in  to  the 
Treasurer  the  amount  of  money  that  he  desires. 
The  imposition  of  duties  on  the  several  items 
set  out  in  the  tariff  is,  I  think,  unnecessary ; 
they  are  simply  hampering  mnd  disturbing  a 
lot  of  people  engaged  in  the  various  businesses, 
and  they  are  also  imposing  heavier  burdens  on 
the  consumers,  more  especially  the  workers  of 
the^  colony.  To  express  my  disapproval  of  this 
tariff  I  intended  to  move  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  is,  I  believe,  a  very  important  one : 
That  the  alterations  proposed  in  this  Bill  are 
unsatisfactory,  in  so  far  as  in  reviewing  the 
tariff  items  of  revenue  and  excise  duty  colonial 
beer  has  not  been  taken  into  consideration.  I 
think  colonial  beer  can  bear  an  excise  duty  of 
l£d.  more  without  injuring  the  people  inter- 
ested or  the  consumers. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  make 
a  speech,  but  I  have  two  grievances.  My  first 
grievance  is  that  honourable  members  will 
insist  upon  charging  those  who  voted  for  the 
tentative  resolutions  the  other  evening  with 
being  liable  for  those  resolutions. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Your  conscience  pricks 
you. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— No,  it  does  not  prick  at  all. 
But  it  is  only  right  that  a  clear  explanation 
should  be  made  to  show  that  those  who  voted 
for  the  resolutions,  or  thought  as  I  did,  only 
voted  on  the  general  principle  that  resolutions 
brought  down  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  a 
tentative  character  should  be  passed  without 
opposition  in  the  meantime.  My  next  grievance 
is  that  the  Premier,  after  having  intimated 
that  he  expected  the  resolutions  would  be 
opposed  in  the  manner  I  have  indicated,  just  at 
the  last  turned  round  and  approved  of  a  motion 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  not  do  so,  and  that 
interpretation  cannot  be  placed  on  what  I  said. 
I  had  no  such  intention.  I  am  still  of  the 
same  opinion  that  the  course  taken  was  a 
wrong  one,  and  that  it  would  not  dovetail  with 
old  constitutional  practice  and  procedure. 

Mr.  BUTTON. —Nevertheless,  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated,  when  he  rose, 
immediately  after  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  made  his  motion,  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  was  quite  right.  Now,  if  I 
had  to  speak  on  these  tariff  items  in  the  Bill  it 
would  take  a  considerable  time,  and  I  am  not 
made  after  that  fashion,  and  shall  not  discuss 
them  to-night.  I  simply  wish  to  say  that  I 
shall  take  my  own  opportunity  of  dealing  with 
the  various  items  as  they  come  under  considera- 
tion in  Committee,  and  the  vote  I  gave  in  sup- 
port of  the  tentative  resolutions  will  not  affect 
me  one  iota.  I  shall  vote  against  the  duty  on 
island  fruit. 

An  Hon.  Member.— It  is  out  of  the  Bill  now. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— Well,  I  am  very  glad  of  it. 
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for  I  believe  we  knocked  it  out  the  other  night. 
But  the  faot  that  we  voted  for  it  on  the  first 
occasion  in  no  way  indicates  that  we  are  in 
favour  of  that  duty.  There  are  many  other 
items  in  this  tariff  which  require  to  be  well 
considered,  and  on  which  members  should 
exercise  independent  votes.  The  alterations, 
in  some  respect,  are  very  considerable,  and  I 
think  the  Treasurer  would  have  saved  himself 
a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  have  given  much 
more  satisfaction  to  the  House,  if,  instead  of 
making  a  new  tariff  altogether,  he  had  merely 
attempted  to  amend  the  old  one.  The  course 
he  has  taken  in  bringing  down  these  different 
resolutions  from  time  to  time  has  not  been  at 
all  satisfactory,  and  has  indicated  a  want  of 
stability  and  resolution  on  his  part.  I  think 
now  we  may  regard  this  tariff  as  a  wobbling 
tariff,  and  I  think,  if  we  gave  it  the  name  of 
14  the  wobbling  tariff,"  that  would  be  a  very 
fair  title.  I  do  not  know  how  far  the  Treasurer 
will  be  prepared  to  alter  these  items  when  we 
go  into  Committee,  but  he  has  manifested  a 
great  desire  to  meet  members  in  the  different 
views  they  have  expressed,  and  perhaps  he 
may  be  prepared  to  meet  us  in  every  respect 
like  the  man  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Master  ton,  who  had  a  donkey  and 
tried  to  please  every  one,  the  result  being  that 
he  pleased  no  one,  and  lost  his  donkey  into 
the  bargain.  I  rose  more  particularly  to-night 
to  protest  against  being  held  responsible  for 
the  tentative  resolutions  which  I  assisted  the 
Government  in  passing  the  other  night. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  honourable  member  com- 
plains of  a  want  of  resolution  on  my  part.  I 
think  he  is  rather  inconsistent  himself,  for  there 
is  no  one  who  has  wobbled  in  this  matter  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  has  done. 
The  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  in  speaking 
on  the  Bill,  referred  to  the  fact  that  under  the 
Bill  there  were  items  which  were  not  in  the 
resolutions ;  and  I  desire  to  say  that  the  item  to 
which  he  was  referring  particularly — namely, 
the  duty  on  cotton  goods,  20  per  cent. — was 
embraoed  in  the  resolutions  of  the  80th  July, 
and  also  in  the  resolutions  of  the  30th  Septem- 
ber. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  about  serge  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Well,  that  is  a  detail ;  and  I 
will  point  out  to  honourable  members  that  if 
there  are  any  items  included  in  the  schedule  of 
the  Bill  which  were  not  included  in  the  original 
resolution  there  was  nothing  whatever  to  pre- 
vent that. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  Premier  says  so. 

Mr.  WARD. — There  are  some  minor  items  in 
the  schedule  that  were  not  in  the  resolutions, 
and  I  was  advised  upon  this  matter,  before 
they  were  put  in,  that  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  their  being  put  in.  Even  if  it  was 
wrong  to  do  so  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the 
House  in  Committee  from  striking  them  out, 

1  q  and  so  conforming  to  the  original  reso- 
lutions. I  merely  wished  to  allude  to 
the  fact,  as  the  honourable  member  has  referred 
to  it.  I  want,  in  the  first  place,  to  refer  to 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Duthie).  The  honourable 
Mr.  Button 


member  referred  to  the  financial  aspect  of  the- 
proposals.  He  debated  this  matter,  and  gave 
us  a  list  of  what  some  people  outside  estimated 
to  be  obtained  on  the  various  items  as  follows  : 
On  hats  and  caps,  £2,360;  on  cotton  goods, 
£23,190 ;  on  boots,  £7,912 ;  on  leather,  £4,000 ; 
on  confectionery,  £500;  on  milks,  et  cetera, 
£1,300 ;  on  vinegar,  £700 ;  on  drugs,  £4,500.  I 
want  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact  of  how  very  easily  a  honourable  mem- 
ber may  be  misled  by  those  outside  the  House, 
who  imagine  that  they  can  carefully  analyse 
the  financial  aspect  of  the  question ;  how  very 
easily  they  can  be  misled  themselves ;  also  how 
very  easily  they  can  mislead  other  honourable 
members ;  and  how  very  easily  the  House  may 
be  misled  in  an  important  matter  such  as  this, 
whioh  wants  very  careful  looking  into.  I  pro- 
pose to  take  the  first  item  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  estimate,  that  of  hats  and  caps. 
The  honourable  member  says  that  the  duty 
estimated  to  be  collected  was  £1,800,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  £2,350.  Now,  I  will  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  duty  collected 
in  1894  was  not  £1,800;  it  was  £9,417.  Five 
per  cent,  increase  would  be  £2,300  upon  the 
actual  amount  of  the  duty  collected  of  £9,417, 
and,  if  from  that  £2,800  be  deducted  £50O 
for  decreased  importations,  that  gives  the 
difference  between  the  honourable  member's 
figures  and  the  estimate  which  I  placed  before 
the  House.  In  the  ordinary  course,  when  we 
have  to  put  an  increase  on  an  item,  there 
must  be,  as  one  of  the  effects  under  a  tariff  of 
this  kind,  a  definite  amount  of  revenue  likely 
to  be  lost  as  the  result  of  a  higher  duty — for 
a  time  at  least;  but  those  outside  do  not, 
when  estimating,  make  any  allowance  at  all. 
Dealing  with  cotton  goods,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  estimated  tho 
additional  revenue  to  be  obtained  at  £23,190. 
Now,  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  what  was  the  total  amount  of  revenue  ob- 
tained from  cotton  piece-goods  under  the  10- 
per-oent.  duty.  It  was  £14,400,  and  those  out- 
side estimate  the  difference  of  increase  under 
this  new  tariff  at  £23,190.  The  whole  of  the 
revenue  collected  under  the  former  rate  of 
duty  was  £14,400,  and,  as  we  only  propose  to 
raise  the  tariff  on  this  item  to  20  per  cent., 
the  advice  given  to  the  honourable  member 
is  unquestionably  grossly  exaggerated.  I  will 
refer  to  one  more  item,  and  then  I  will  dismiss 
that  part  of  the  subject.  In  regard  to  the 
question  of  boots,  the  honourable  member  said 
that  we  should  calculate  upon  an  increase 
of  £7,912.  The  duty  collected  on  this  item 
was  £25,000.  We  estimate  £4,000,  after  allow- 
ing for  a  decreased  importation.  Those  outside 
have  allowed  for  no  decreased  importation  at 
all.  Under  these  proposals  there  must  be,  to 
some  extent,  a  decrease  in  the  importations, 
and  on  acoount  of  this  the  increase  will  not  be 
£6,000,  and  the  honourable  member's  estimate 
is  entirely  wrong.  In  my  opinion  the  increase 
will  be  likely  to  come  to  about  the  amount  of 
the  estimate  I  have  furnished.  On  the  question 
of  leather,  the  honourable  member  says  that 
he  estimates  the  increased  revenue  at  £4,000; 
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bat,  seeing  that  there  must  be  an  increase  in 
the  importations  when  the  new  rates  come  into 
foroe,  we  estimate  the  increase  upon  leather  at 
£1,500,  and  that,  added  to  £2,600,  would  give 
an  estimated  revenue  of  £4,100  in  connection 
with  this  item.  I  want  to  say  upon  this  ques- 
tion, raised  by  several  honourable  members 
who  say  that  we  are  going  to  obtain  an  excess 
of  revenue  from  this  tariff,  that,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  we  are  not  going  to  obtain  what  honour- 
able gentlemen  say.  I  might  explain  to  the 
House  that  I  have  based  the  details  of  the 
tariff  upon  the  information  I  have  had  carefully 
compiled.  I  have  gone  into  the  figures,  and 
I  have  placed  what  I  believe  to  be  a  fair  esti- 
mate of  the  results  of  the  changes  we  are 
making,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment and  myself.  We  have  not  attempted  to 
mislead  honourable  members.  We  attempt,  in 
all  matters  of  Treasury  calculation,  whether 
as  affecting  the  Customs  or  any  other  depart- 
ment, to  keep  as  far  as  we  can  on  the  safe  side. 
That,  I  think,  everybody  will  recognise,  as  a 
matter  of  prudence,  is  necessary.  It  is  the  only 
prudent  course  to  follow ;  and  there  will  be  no 
such  increase  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  referred  to — namely,  £20,000.  My  esti- 
mate, based  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the 
probable  increase,  is  about  £4,000,  and  these 
proposals,  if  carried,  are  on  the  right  side  so  far 
as  onr  finances  are  concerned.  I  do  not  want 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  going  into 
details  upon  many  of  the  items  the  honourable 
member  referred  to,  but  I  wish  particularly  to 
refer  to  one,  as  I  think  it  is  one  of  some  import- 
ance in  connection  with  the  speech  delivered 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  his 
speeoh,  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  proposal 
in  connection  with  forfar  was  not  satisfactory. 
The  honourable  gentleman  cited  the  case  of  a 
woman  who  could  not  get  that  article  in  the 
colony,  while  we  allow  flour-mills  to  out  it  up 
in  bond  for  the  purpose  of  making  bags.  In 
the  first  place,  I  would  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman,  while  he  gave  us  the  case  of  a  poor 
woman  who  would  suffer  in  this  matter,  if  he 
knew  that  forfar,  whether  a  woman  is  poor 
or  otherwise,  is  not  used  for  gowns  at  all.  I 
might  tell  him  that  it  is  used  for  towelling, 
lor  making  aprons,  and  for  general  domestic 
purposes;  taking  the  place  of  hollands,  which 
are  20  per  cent.  While  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  put  this  case  with  the  intention  of 
showing  why  this  article  should  be  admitted 
tree,  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  honourable 
member  that  the  article  is  not  used  for  the 
purpose  he  referred  to  at  all. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— It  is  not  imported  at  all 
now. 

Mr.  WARD. — Only  for  flour-mill  purposes — 
that  is,  forfar  and  flax  dowlas.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha  referred  to  the  question 
of  boots,  and  other  honourable  members  did 
likewise.  The  honourable  gentleman  gave  us 
again  the  question  of  infants'  boots,  and  he 
said  that  infants'  boots  were  not  imported  at 
all. 
■     Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Not  much  imported, 
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Mr.  WARD.— -In  1892  35,076  pairs  were  im- 
ported ;  in  1898,  26,076 ;  m  1894,  23,772  pairs : 
making  a  total  of  84,924  pairs.  These  are  all 
on  the  free-list,  and  they  inolude  gum-boots 
used  by  miners  and  fishermen.  Honourable 
members  will  see  that  the  latter  form  only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  84,000  pairs  imported; 
so  that,  while  the  honourable  member  attempts 
to  discredit  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
by  saying  that  infants'  shoes  are  scarcely  im- 
ported at  all,  I  think  It  is  only  right  that  I 
should  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
quantity  that  is  imported.  I  want  to  say  a 
word  or  two  about  this  match  question,  which 
has  come  up  in  this  debate  a  good  deal.  It 
has  been  referred  to  by  various  speakers ;  and  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  honourable  members  that 
in  every  country,  I  presume,  the  desire  is  to 
foster,  as  far  as  possible,  the  established  indus- 
tries of  that  particular  country,  and,  in  time,  to 
enable  it  to  become  a  manufacturing  country. 
If  we  are  going  to  attempt  to  nip  everything  in 
the  bud  that  is  attempted  to  be  established  in 
a  young  country  like  this,  and  to  throw  cold 
water  on  the  efforts  of  any  one  who  may  wish 
to  come  to  this  country  and  expend  some 
capital  in  it,  it  will  be  a  very  bad  thing  for  the 
country  to  have  such  an  opinion  entertained. 
My  opinion  is  that  we  should  give  reasonable 
assistance  and  allow  every  opportunity  for  the 
establishment  of  industries  in  this  country,  by 
whomsoever  they  may  be  established — I  do 
not  care  whether  it  is  the  match  or  any  other 
industry.  It  appears  to  be  right  for  us  to 
assist  in  the  establishment  of  industries;  but 
there  is  an  apparent  tendency  on  the  part 
of  some  honourable  gentlemen  absolutely  to 
destroy  industries  that  are  established,  and 
to  make  it  as  difficult  as  possible  for  people 
who  want  to  establish  others  to  do  so.  I  am 
scarcely  able  to  understand  what  is  the  par- 
ticular idea  of  honourable  members  in  desiring 
to  prevent  the  establishment  of  industries  in 
this  country.  We  have  had  all  the  issues  in 
regard  to  this  matoh  industry  put  before  the 
House ;  and  what  are  they  ?  Some  honourable 
members  say  that  we  are  going  to  prevent 
people  in  this  colony  from  buying  matches  at  a 
lower  rate  than  before  the  introduction  of  the 
duty.  To  my  mind,  the  alteration  of  the  duty 
must  necesssarily  mean  not  that  large  importa- 
tions of  matches  will  be  prevented,  but  that  the 
users  of  matches  must  get  the  benefit  of  a 
lower  prioe.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  firm, 
or  any  two  firms,  can  carry  on  the  whole  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  the  sale  of  matohes  in 
New  Zealand.  My  belief  is  that  considerable 
importations  will  take  place,  it  matters  not 
what  the  local  people  may  do;  and  I  do  not 
consider  that  there  will  be  the  loss  of  £16,000 
a  year  that  has  been  referred  to,  as  if  these  two 
firms  were  going  to  monopolize  the  whole  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  of  those  who  have  been 
carrying  on  the  trade  with  this  country  hitherto. 
But  if  it  does  do  so  it  would  mean  a  much  larger 
importation  of  the  raw  material  used  in  the 
manufacture,  for  which  we  generally  get,  I  dare 
say,  in  one  way  or  another,  a  sum  of  about 
£3,000  a  year,  and  it  would  not  only  lead  to  a 
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very  enhanced  duty  received  on  raw  material, 
bat  to  very  much  larger  employment  of  labour. 
Although  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  did  not 
do  me  that  justice  I  expected  from  him  in 
connection  with  the  statement  that  he  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
made  regarding  the  report  of  the  Commission, 
I  should  like  to  say,  as  I  told  the  House  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  I  have  not  written  to 
Mr.  Bell  giving  him  a  promise  that  the  duty 
would  not  be  altered  on  matches  during  the 
term  of  this  Government  in  power.  I  placed 
the  letter  on  the  table  last  evening.  This  letter 
refers  to  no  less  than  six  independent  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  industry,  which  were 
brought  before  me  by  that  gentleman ;  and  in 
the  letter,  too,  it  will  be  seen  that  no  promise 
of  any  kind  was  given  in  respect  to  a  duty  on 
matches;  and,  what  is  more,  the  particular 
etipulatipn  was  made  that  whatever  was  done 
should  be  subject  to  the  ratification  of  Par- 
liament, and,  if  Parliament  did  not  concur  in 
it,  then  the  matter  was  to  be  at  an  end.  One 
honourable  member,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
referred  to  the  large  duties  upon  tinctures  in 
bond.  I  want  to  tell  the  House  what  the  posi- 
tion is  in  connection  with  these  tinctures  in 
bond.  The  honourable  member  gave  us  the 
alteration  in  duty  on  an  invoice  for  some  £6  15s. 
under  this  Bill,  as  compared  with  the  former 
duty.  The  new  rate  under  this  Bill  is  intended 
to  be  very  much  higher  than  the  former  rate, 
and  none  of  the  manufacturers  concerned  have 
said  that  it  was  not  a  right  and  necessary 
alteration.  These  tinctures  are  frequently  very 
strong  spirit.  I  wish  the  House  to  understand 
that  in  Victoria  tinctures,  precisely  of  a  simi- 
lar character  to  these  on  which  we  propose  to 
levy  a  duty  of  8s.  6d.  a  gallon,  are  oharged  the 
same  rate  as  ordinary  spirits;  so  that,  if  we 
were  to  adopt  the  system  that  obtains  in  Vic- 
toria, instead  of  charging  8s.  6d.  a  gallon  we 
should  charge  16s.  per  gallon.  What  is  at- 
tempted to  be  aimed  at,  so  far  as  tinctures  are 
concerned,  is  this :  There  is  a  class  of  manu- 
facturers in  this  country  who  are,  like  other 
people,  not  averse  to  having  a  large  margin 
between  the  duty  on  the  tinctures  and  that  on 
the  prepared  article,  and  by  getting  this  duty 
reduced  there  would  be  room  for  a  very  large 
profit  indeed.  My  opinion  is  that  there  is  a 
very  large  margin  between  our  duty  of  8s.  6d. 
and  that  of  16s.,  which  is  the  ordinary  rate 
for  spirits,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  differential 
rates  of  excise,  as  compared  with  the  import 
duties,  are  as  favourable  as  manufacturers 
oould  reasonably  expect.  However,  I  desire 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  honourable  members. 
I  do  not  profess  myself — and  I  hope  no  mem- 
ber supposes  for  a  moment  that  I  do  profess — 
to  be  acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  the 
various  matters  of  trade  to  a  sufficient  extent 
to  guide  me  in  enabling  the  House  to  have 
placed  on  the  statute-book  a  thoroughly  satis- 
factory tariff,  but  if  on  this  question,  or  any 
other  I  am  wrong,  I  am  prepared  to  defer  to 
those  who  know  more  about  these  details  than 
I  do.  Whether  honourable  members  twit  me 
or  not  with  being  ready  to  consider  alterations, 
Mr.  Ward 


I  feel  it  my  duty  to  do  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
best  I  can  in  connection  with  every  item  on  the 
tariff.  Now  a  word  or  two  to  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  an 
impression,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge  during 
the  speech  he  delivered  this  afternoon  in  deal- 
ing with  the  match  industry,  for  instance,- that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  was  to  assist  an 
industry  of  that  sort  to  become  established  in 
the  country  to  the  general  detriment  of  the 
country ;  and  he  condemned  generally  the  esta- 
blishment of  this  particular  industry,  and  gave 
expression  to  the  opinion  that  the  Government 
would  be  found  assisting  the  cigarette  manu- 
facturers in  this  country  to  establish  a  mono- 
poly at  the  expense  of  the  country.  That  I 
understood  to  be  the  argument  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  Well,  now,  I  wish  to  say  that 
this  matter  of  the  cigarette  industry  in  New 
Zealand  since  I  have  been  Commissioner  of 
Customs  has  been  a  matter  as  to  •  which  at 
various  times  I  have  endeavoured  to  have 
certain  regulations,  carried  out  in  order  to 
check  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  those  who 
represent  a  great  tobacco  syndicate  in  America 
to  establish  in  this  country  what  I  believe  they 
were  attempting  to  establish  at  one  time — a 
large  monopoly  :  so  much  so  that  I  had  before 
me  a  short  time  ago  proposals  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  owners  of  an  extraordinary  cigarette 
machine  from  pushing  every  one  else  out  of  the 
trade  in  this  country.  While  on  this  matter 
I  desire  to  say  further  not  only  am  I  averse  to 
the  creation  of  a  monopoly  in  this  matter,  but 
I  propose  this  session  to  ask  the  House  to  legis- 
late in  order  to  enable  this  cigarette  industry 
to  be  carried  on  on  fair  lines  by  people  in  the 
colony,  and  to  put  a  higher  duty  on  the  raw 
material  supplied.  I  thought  it  right  to  refer 
to  this  in  order  that  honourable  members  might 
see  the  matter  had  not  escaped  the  attention 
of  the  Government.  I  may  tell  the  House  that, 
as  the  result  of  this  extraordinary  machinery  for 
the  manufacture  of  cigarettes,  there  is  now  in 
Auckland  a  machine  which  can  make  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  cigarettes  for  the  whole 
colony  with  very  little  labour ;  and,  while  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  would  retard  the  de- 
velopment of  science,  which  is  responsible  for 
the  creation  of  such  an  extraordinary  machine 
— I  am  not  one  who  would  approve  of  any 
handicap  being  put  on  those  who  are  endeavour- 
ing to  improve  machinery — yet  I  say  the  regu- 
lations, in  so  far  as  so  large  an  industry  as  this 
is  concerned,  will  be  carefully  considered  with 
a  view  to  preventing  injury  being  done.  Now, 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  a  little  face- 
tious in  a  bantering  way,  in  referring  to  the 
members  of  the  Ministry,  on  a  former  occasion 
and  to-day,  in  connection  with  the  duty  on 
apparel.  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  that 
question,  as  I  have  been  the  one  who  was  sup- 
posed to  have  come  in  for  a  certain  amount  of 
criticism  in  connection  therewith.  Sir,  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  a  Free-trader,  and  I 
understand  he  has  always  been  a  Free-trader, 
and  his  free-trade  views  are  such  that  any  one, 
however  much  he  may  differ  from  him,  will 
commend  him  for  having  fixed  views  on  such  a* 
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matter.  But  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
•elected  the  members  of  the  Ministry,  in  order 
to  make  a  point  in  connection  with  this  pro- 
posed duty  of  40  per  cent,  on  the  introduction 
of  clothes  to  this  country,  I  think  he  rather 
made  a  bad  selection  for  the  purposes  of  his 
argument,  because,  Sir,  it  happens  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  believe,  is  a  hard-and- 
fast  believer  in  the  English  manufacture  of 
clothing,  for  himself,  at  any  rate — and,  as  he 
referred  to  myself  on  this  point,  he  will  pardon 
me  for  similarly  referring  to  himself— ever  since 
he  has  been  in  this  country. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  I  wish  to  compliment  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  extraordinary 
difference  between  his  appearance  from  time 
to  time  on  that  side  of  the  House,  so  far  as 
his  dress  is  concerned,  and  that  of  any  other 
honourable  gentleman  who  sits  alongside  of 
him ;  and  I  would  suggest  to  him  that,  unless 
he  wants  jealousy  to  be  created  among  his  party, 
he  should  abandon  this  bad  habit  of  sending  to 
England  for  his  beautifully-cut  English  tailor- 
made  clothes  :  if  he  does  not  it  will  lead  to 
dissatisfaction,  and  it  is  not  right  there  should 
be  this  marked  distinction  in  that  respect  be- 
tween the  honourable  gentleman  and  members 
on  his  own  side. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— That  is  natural. 

Mr.  WARD. — Then,  that  is  a  natural  reason 
for  causing  him  to  alter  it.  I  have  been  adver- 
tised in  the  most  extraordinary  way  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and,  as  he  knows  I  am 
always  averse  to  being  advertised,  of  course  I 
must  take  exception  to  the  way  in  which  it  has 
been  done  on  this  occasion.  Now,  what  are 
the  facts  ?  The  facts  are  these :  For  the  first 
time  in  my  life  I  happened  to  be  in  England  a 
short  time  ago,  and  I  certainly  should  have 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
the  last  one  to  suppose  I  was  not  to  have  any 
clothes  when  I  was  there.  At  any  rate,  it  was 
in  my  interest  to  see  I  was  clothed  while  I  was 
there,  and  in  the  ordinary  course  I  had  to  do  as 
other  persons  did. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Did  you  not  take  any 
Home? 

Mr.  WARD. — Yes ;  but  in  the  ordinary  course 
they  became,  as  the  result  of  wear,  not  so 
nice  as  they  ought  to  be.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  surely,  did  not  expect  me  to  remain 
there  without  being  properly  dressed,  and  I 
felt  certain  that,  as  he  is  one  who  has  always 
patronised  the  English  tailor,  he  would  look 
with  the  utmost  scorn  and  contempt  on  me  if  I 
had  not  come  back  with  a  London-made  suit. 
I  did  not  want  to  offend  his  sense  of  propriety 
even  in  this  matter.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
have  only  to  say  that  I  accept  it  as  a  compli- 
ment that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
have  selected  my  humble  self  for  the  purposes 
of  illustration  in  discussing  this  matter  of  ap- 
parel. I  wish  to  say,  in  connection  with  this, 
that  there  is  in  this  country  a  distinct  ten- 
dency on  the  part  of  many  individuals  to  look 
with  opposition  on  anything  that  comes  from 
outside.  There  is  no  objection,  as  far  as  I  can 
•see,  to  people,  if  they  so  desire,  getting  things 


from  outside ;  and  neither  do  I  see  why,  whilst 
we  are  desirous  of  helping  local  industries, 
people  should  not  be  prepared  to  pay  for  the 
luxury  of  the  choice  of  selection  in  going  out- 
side in  a  matter  of  this  sort.  I  do  not  think,  in 
connection  with  the  tariff  proposals  as  a  whole, 
there  has  been  any  material  point  during  the 
discussion  that  has  been  referred  to  that  calls 
for  any  other  comment  from  me  beyond  one 
that  was  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  and  that 
is  in  connection  with  tne  matter  whether  or 
not  a  refund  is  to  be  made  in  respect  of  duties 
raised  and  afterwards  lowered,  or  whether  fur- 
ther claim?  are  to  be  made  in  respect  of  duties 
lowered  and  afterwards  increased.  I  wish  to 
clear  up  this  point  too,  and  it  is  an  important 
matter.  I  would  say  to  the  House  that  I  pro- 
pose in  respect  of  the  duties  raised,  referred  to 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  look  carefully 
into  the  matter,  and  consult  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown,  but,  from  information  I  am  already 
in  possession  of,  as  I  have  already  indicated  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  no  such  duty  is  to  be 
collected  upon  any  item  which  in  the  tariff  was 
formerly  lower  and  has  sinoe  been  increased, 
and  no  refund  will  be  made  upon  those  whioh 
were  higher  and  were  afterwards  decreased, 
because  if  the  honourable  member  will  look  at 
the  last  part  of  clause  14  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise  Duties  Bill  he  will  find  it  is  there  pro- 
vided,— 

"  Provided  that,  where  any  rates  of  duty  have 
been  imposed  or  altered  since  the  said  thirty- 
first  day  of  July  by  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  such  rates  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  come  into  operation  only  from  the  date  of 
such  resolution." 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— It  goes  back  to  the  81st  July 
last. 

Mr.  WARD. — It  says  any  alteration  made 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  part  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— There  is  a  wonderful  lapse 
there. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  the 
point  looked  into.  I  think  it  is  only  right  to 
say  that  the  intention  was  not  to  do  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  said.  At  the  same  time, 
I  need  hardly  assure  him,  if  there  is  any  possi- 
bility of  getting  an  increased  duty  from  those 
who  paid  the  lower  rates,  I  should  not,  from  a 
Treasurer's  point  of  view,  be  averse  to  it.  But, 
before  putting  it  into  general  operation,  I  will 
have  the  matter  looked  into.  I  have  nothing 
further  to  say,  except  that  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  North- 
ern Maori  District  is  one  which  the  Government 
cannot  agree  to ;  it  is  the  second  or  third  at- 
tempt that  has  been  made  to  traverse  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government;  and,  while  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  am  certain,  is  per- 
fectly sincere  in  the  amendment  whioh  he 
moved,  I  may  say  that  it  is  not  possible  for  the 
Government  to  accept  from  him  or  any  other 
member  of  the  House  a  direction  as  to  what  is 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  Government.  For  that 
reason  I  cannot  accept  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  do  not  intend  to 
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delay  the  House  long,  but  I  feel  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  quite  fair  regarding  his  refer- 
ence to  small  boots.  He  placed  three  years' 
total  imports  together,  and  thus  he  made  it 
appear  that  it  was  a  very  big  concession  which 
he  was  giving  to  sizes  0  to  8.  Now,  I  looked  up 
the  matter,  and  last  year  the  quantity  of  boots 
imported  free  from  the  United  Kingdom  was 
1,946  dozen.  A  few  were  received  from  America 
— namely,  120  dozen.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  the  concession  was  great.  To  begin 
with,  these  boots  had  always  been  free,  so 
that  continuing  them  free  was  no  concession. 
Now,  what  did  it  mean  ?  In  the  total  of  the 
3,000  dozen  imported  free,  gum-boots  were  in- 
cluded. Let  us  pat  down  the  children's  0  to  8 
at  1,600  dozen.  Three-fourths  of  these  boots 
were  children's  boots.  I  suppose  that  is  a  fair 
estimate  to  put  it  at. 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— We  will  say  three- 
fourths  of  them  are  children's  boots.  I  have 
ascertained  that  the  value  of  these  boots  is 
about  10s.  a  dozen,  and  three-fourths  of  that 
would  oome  to  £800,  and  that  at  25  per  cent, 
would  mean  £200  to  the  revenue.  That  is  the 
total  revenue*  to  be  collected  on  the  whole  of 
these  boots :  assuming  that  they  would  amount 
to  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  dozen,  the  total 
duty  would  be  £200  at  25  per  cent.    Sir,  com- 

1  80  pare  that  with  the  proportion  of  duty 
reoeived  on  other  boots.  The  propor- 
tion of  duty  reoeived  on  other  boots  for  the  same 
year  is  £27,878,  so  that  the  whole  duty  received 
from  the  small  boots  came  only  to  £200 — not  a 
hundredth  part  of  the  total  reoeived.  Now,  I 
should  like  to  say  that  we  do  not  import  a  great 
many  of  these  small  boots.  Here  is  some  of 
the  evidence  of  one  of  the  best  experts  we  had 
before  us.  Replying  to  a  question  by  Mr. 
Tanner,  the  honourable  member  for  Avon,  he 
goes  on  to  say, — 

"  607.  Even  excluding  gum-boots,  would  not 
some  seven  or  eight  thousand  pounds'  worth  of 
very  small  boots  bought  at  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  very 
seriously  reduce  the  total  number  of  pairs  im- 
ported?—I  can  scarcely  think  that  thousands 
of  pounds'  worth  of  little  boots  are  imported. 
If  1  take  our  proportion,  it  must  be  very,  very 
trifling,  because  all  the  duty-free  goods  we  get 
in  is  a  mere  nothing." 

Then,  referring  to  the  same  subject,  over  the 
leaf,  there  is  a  question  put  regarding  the  com- 
pound system,  and  he  says, — 

•«  620.  The  system  of  gradation  proposed  by 
the  Manufacturers'  Association  was— on  boots 
oosting  2s.,  80  per  cent. ;  on  boots  costing  5s., 
40  per  cent. ;  and  on  boots  oosting  £1  at  Home, 
25  per  cent.  Would  the  tendency  of  a  duty  of 
that  sort  have  this  effect :  that  to  the  poorer 
people  who  are  using  cheaper  boots  it  would 
Increase  the  cost  of  boots,  and  that  the  richer 
men  would  get  Gookhams  at  a  comparatively 
low  price  ?— Certainly. 

11 621.  Therefore  bandioapping  the  poor  and 
relieving  the  rich  ?— Yes." 

Now,  there  is  just  another  point  which  I  wish 
to  refer  to,  and  that  is,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man stated  that  there  was  no  £20,000  increase 
Mr.  T.  Maekenne , 


under  his  tariff.  Well,  I  computed  the  matter 
very  carefully,  and,  even  taking  the  honourable 
gentleman's  first  list,  it  showed  £54,000  in- 
crease. Since  then  he  has  restored  a  number  of 
these  duties,  and  has  taken  another  penny  off 
the  tea  duty,  and  even  then  the  computation 
shows  a  vastsjincrease  on  the  amount  named. 
Now,  coming  to  the  drapery  class:  He  said 
that  women  did  not  use  f orfar  for  gowns.  Now, 
I  am  aware  that  it  is  used  by  them  for  gowns  inv 
the  country  districts.  I  have  seen  women  in 
dairies  having  gowns  covering  the  whole  of  their* 
costumes  made  of  forfar.  He  also  said,  inv 
another  part,  that  forfar  sheeting  oould  hardly 
be  distinguished  from  holland.  We  had  ample 
evidence  on  these  points,  and  that  is  quite- 
incorrect.  Not  only  are  the  goods  distinctly 
different,  but  they  are  put  up  in  entirely  dif- 
ferent form,  so  that  the  merest  novice  can  tell 
that  they  are  entirely  different.  Equally  in  error 
was  the  honourable  gentleman  when  he  said  it 
was  impossible  to  distinguish  them  from  union 
ticks  ;  it  is  comparatively  easy  to  do  so,  and  to 
say  it  is  not  possible  to  tell  one  from  the  other 
is  entirely  incorrect. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Are  both  made  of  the 
same  material  ? 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— No ;  one  is  linen  and 
cotton,  and  the  other  pure  cotton.  Then,  once 
more  he  referred  to  the  boot  business.  I  wish 
to  say  with  referenoe  to  the  representations 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City,  that  his  remarks  were  on  an  entirely 
wrong  basis.  Surely  it  is  absurd  to  pick  only 
the  very  dearest  lines  of  goods,  the  very  highest- 
priced  ones,  and  to  say  that  the  duty  was  a 
higher  rate  than  I  quoted,  taking  the  whole  list 
throughout ;  while  even  in  taking  the  lines  he 
did  he  was  wrong.  It  shows  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  endeavouring  to  justify 
the  vote  which  he  gave,  and  which  he  oould 
not  conscientiously  support  afterwards,  be- 
cause the  effect  of  my  motion  as  a  whole  was 
to  enormously  reduce  the  duties  payable  on. 
each  of  these  classes  of  boots,  and  I  have  taken 
the  whole  lines  referred  to  by  the  Treasurer. 
One  word  more,  and  then  I  have  done.  It  is  in  . 
connection  with  the  effect  on  the  local  indus- 
tries in  the  colony.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion stated  what  industries  would  do  for  the 
colony.  Here  is  the  same  thing  laid  before  us 
everywhere.  Here  is  the  evidence  of  a  book- 
binder in  Christen  urch,  who  asked  for  50  per 
oent.  protection  to  everything  he  puts  into 
bookbinding  when  imported.  That  man  does 
not  use  a  single  thing  produced  in  New  Zea- 
land for  the  purposes  of  his  trade : — 

•'  12.  Mr.  Tanner.]  Do  you  think  that  letter- 
books  should  oome  under  the  heading  of  n.o.e. 
25  per  cent.?— I  should  make  them  60  per  oent. 

44 13.  Mr.  MackensU.]  What  do  you  make 
your  copy-books  and  exercise-books  from  ? — 
Double  foolscap. 

"  14.  Imported  paper?— Yes. 

14  14a.  Are  the  materials  that  you  put  into 
your  exeroise-  and  copy-books  made  in  the 
oolony? — No. 

44 15.  So  that  all  you  do  in  the  oolony  is  to 
put  together  the  paper  that  you  import? — It . 
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has  to  be  ruled  and  made  up  here  into  books ; 
no  material  that  is  made  in  the  colony  is  used. 

"  16.  You  ask  that  50  per  cent,  should  be  put 
on  these  books  in  order  that  the  price  might  be 
increased,  so  that  some  forty-eight  people  might 
be  employed.  In  other  words,  in  order  to  em- 
ploy these  people,  all  persons  who  require  these 
articles  most  pay  a  higher  price.  Is  that  not 
so  ? — They  must  pay  a  higher  price  if  they  get 
them  manufactured  in  the  oolony. 

"  17.  That  is  what  you  ask  ?— Well,  it  is  only 
a  different  way  of  putting  it. 

14 18.  And  the  consumers  must  pay,  at  any 
rate,  25  per  cent,  more  in  order  to  employ  the 
labour  you  name  ? — That  is  so." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  would  ask,  now  that  it  is 
naif-past  one  o'clock,  that  we  should  come  to  a 
division.  I  desire  to  put  myself  right  in  refer- 
ence to  what  took  place  the  other  evening  in 
Committee,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  do  so. 
The  honourable  member  for  Clutha  was  the 
last  to  move  a  certain  amendment.  There  had 
been  several  amendments  moved  previously 
which,  of  course,  the  majority  of  the  House 
insisted  on  taking.  Therefore,  so  far  as  the 
-Government  were  conoerned,  we  were  helpless 
in  preventing  this  amendment  from  being  put 
from  the  chair,  and  I  said  that  under  the  cir- 
cumstances the  responsibility  must  be""with  the 
member  who  moved  it,  although  I  thought  the 
•course  taken  was  unusual.  Of  course  he  was 
faking  advantage  of  the  position.  I  do  not  for 
one  moment  say  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Oity  was  doing  an  injustice. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— I  thought  so  at  the  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  believe,  myself,  a  new  de- 
parture was  taken,  and  on  consulting  authori- 
ties I  feel  certain  that  it  was  unconstitutional. 
It  is  not  without  precedent,  but  it  is  excep- 
tional. I  also  desire  to  say  this :  that  I  regret 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
{Mr.  Button)  had  any  grievanoe  in  respect  to 
this  matter.  I  may  say  that  I  have  always, 
from  the  time  I  first  remember  the  honourable 
gentleman,  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  him 
personally  ;  and  in  politics,  though  we  differ,  I 
have  every  respect  for  him,  knowing  that  he  is 
•conscientious  and  fair.  I  wish  to  say  that  the 
manly  and  straightforward  way  in  which  he, 
the  other  evening,  upheld  the  old-time  consti- 
tutional rule  was  something  which  I  could 
only  say  raised  still  higher  my  admiration  and 
respect  for  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  am 
very  sorry  he  should  have  had  any  misgivings 
•or  felt  any  grievance  in  respect  to  it.  I  trust 
that  he  will  take  my  assurance  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  was  intended. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— There  are  one  or  two  points 
to  which  I  wish  to  refer.  In  quoting  the 
figures  I  did,  and  asking  the  House  to  aocept 
•an  increase  as  the  certain  outcome  of  the  tariff, 
I  ascertained  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal merchants  of  this  oity,  and  I  got  a  gentle- 
man connected  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
to  go  thoroughly  into  the  matter  with  me.  I 
say  that,  to  the  best  of  my  information,  the 
difference  between  the  Treasurer  and  myself  is 
this :  that  whereas  be  now  says  there  will  only 
to  an  increase  of  £3,500, 1  say  it  will  produoe 


a  surplus  as  first  introduced  of  £50,000.  Owing 
to  the  time-limit  I  had  to  put  the  thing  very 
shortly,  and  I  concluded  with  the  harness ;  the 
other  items  in  the  returns,  as  they  are  bracketed 
together,  showing  that  £4,000  was  the  increase 
upon  them.  That  is  where  the  difference  arises 
between  myself  and  the  Treasurer.  So  far  as 
the  other  point  is  conoerned  to  which  attention 
has  been  called,  I  understand,  by  a  reference 
to  May,  which  has  been  placed  in  my  hands, 
that  practically,  so  far  as  these  duties  are  put 
on  by  resolution,  they  are  collected  illegally, 
and  that  the  practice  in  England,  as  on  former 
amendments  in  this  colony,  is  to  adjust  on 
the  basis  of  the  Tariff  Bill  all  duties  paid  at 
rates  under  resolutions  of  the  House.  Now,  so 
far  as  the  amendment  proposed  is  conoerned, 
I  think  that  it  deals  with  a  legitimate  souroe 
of  revenue,  and  I  am  in  favour  of  it.  There 
is  no  industry,  perhaps,  at  the  present  time 
which  has  got  so  much  advantage  as  the 
brewing  industry.  Sugar,  within  the  last  few 
years,  has  fallen  enormously,  the  price  of  hops 
has  gone  down  considerably,  and  malt  has 
also  gone  down  —  every  principal  ingredient 
of  beer  has  fallen  in  price  very  muoh.  An 
excessive  profit  is  therefore  being  made  In  the 
manufacture  of  beer  at  the  present  time.  The 
retail  prioe  of  the  article,  of  course,  remains 
at  the  same  price  that  it  was  at  before.  Under 
the  present  circumstances,  and  considering  the 
question  of  the  revenue  of  the  oolony,  I  think 
this  would  be  a  legitimate  souroe  to  draw  reve- 
nue from.  Therefore  I  shall  feel  myself  oalled 
upon  to  vote  for  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District. 


The  House  divided  on  the 

question,  "That 

the  words 

*  be  now  read  a  second  time  '  stand 

part  of  the 

question." 

Ayes,  86. 

Buddo 

Joyoe 

Parata 

Gadman 

Lang 

Pinkerton 

Carnell 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Carroll 

Maslin  - 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

MoGowan  ' 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Duncan 

MoLaohlan 

Steward 

Flatman 

McNab 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Meredith 

Ward. 

Guinness 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Montgomery 

Tanner 

Harris 

Morrison 

Willis. 

Hogg 

Nobs  16. 

Allen 

Hall -Jones 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Bell 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Wilson. 

Buiok 

Millar 

Button 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

Newman 

Heke 

Earnshaw 

Russell,  G.  W 
Pairs. 

.  Massey. 

Far. 

Against. 

Carncross                    Hutchison,  G. 

Houston                      MoGuire 

Kelly,  W.                     Stout 

Larnaoh                    Fraser 
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Pere  Te  Ao 

Pirani  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Beeves.  Green. 

Majority  for,  20. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  19th  September,  1895. 

First  Reading— H.  K.  Taiaroa— "W.  H.  Tucker— Otakou 
Jetty— Adjournment— Auctioneers  Bill— Wilson 
Land  Bill.         

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayees. 

FIBST  BEADING. 
Sharebrokers  Bill. 

H.  K.  TAIABOA. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS, 
it  was  ordered,  That  the  petition  of  H.  K. 
Taiaroa,  No.  48,  be  referred  to  the  Government 
for  favourable  consideration. 

W.  H.  TUCKER. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMS, 
it  was  ordered,  That  the  petition  of  W.  H. 
Tucker,  of  Gisborne,  No.  46,  be  referred  to  the 
Government  for  its  consideration. 

OTAKOU  JETTY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIABOA  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Whether  the  Government  will  repair 
and  complete  the  jetty  at  the  Maori  Kaika, 
Otakou,  as  its  present  damaged  state  causes 
danger  to  the  publio  ?  He  wished  to  explain 
that  the  last  time  he  was  in  this  locality  he 
found  the  jetty  was  damaged  to  a  considerable 
extent  by  the  steamers  that  went  there.  A 
great  many  people  visited  this  place  for  the 
benefit  of  their  health  at  different  times.  This 
was  also  the  wharf  that  was  used  by  the  officers 
of  the  Defence  Department  when  going  to  the 
forts  in  that  locality.  A  great  many  people  wen t 
to  this  place  on  pleasure-trips,  many  thousands 
going  there  very  often  at  the  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  reply,  said 
the  matter  was  entirely  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Dunedin  Harbour  Board,  and  the  request 
ought  to  be  forwarded  to  them  instead  of  to  the 
Government.  The  Government  had  no  control 
over  the  jetty. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That 
the  Council,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  until  Wednes- 
day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  That  the  adjournment  be  until 
Tuesday. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 


the  word  '  Wednesday '  stand  part  of  the  ques* 
tion." 

Ayes,  25. 
Acland  Kelly  Riohardson 

Bolt  Kerr  Shrimski 

Bonar  MacGregor        Stevens 

Bowen  Montgomery      Stewart 

Buckley  Ortnond  Swanson 

Grace  Peacook  Taiaroa 

Jenkinson  Pharazyn  Whitmore 

Jennings  Reynolds  Williams. 

Johnston 

Noes,  4. 
Barniooat  Bigg 

Feldwick  Walker,  W.  C. 

Majority  for,  21. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  toi 

AUCTIONEEBS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER,  in  moving, 
That  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time, 
said  most  honourable  members  would  remem- 
ber that  this  matter  of  auctioneers'  fees,  pro- 
posed to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Bill,  had  always 
been  a  troublesome  one,  and  he  was  induced 
to  bring  this  amending  Bill  forward  because 
the  Act  of  1891  had  by  no  means  settled  the 
matter  satisfactorily  or  definitely.  Litigation? 
had  occurred  in  consequence,  and  the  last 
state  of  the  auctioneers  was  worse  than  the 
first.  He  therefore,  with  a  certain  amount 
of  diffidence,  brought  forward  this  Bill,  hoping, 
at  all  events,  that  the  prinoipal  matter  of 
doubt  in  the  present  Act  would  be  removed. 
He  would  be  very  glad  indeed  if  any  better 
solution  than  this  could  be  found.  Shortly 
speaking,  under  the  Act  of  1891  an  auc- 
tioneer should  take  out  a  license  under  the 
provincial  ordinance,  and  pay  his  fee  to  the 
local  body  having  jurisdiction  in  the  district 
wherein  he  took  out  his  license,  or  where  his 
place  of  business  was  situated.  The  Aot  of 
1891  enacted  as  follows:  that  all  fees  should 
be  paid  to  the  funds  of  the  local  authority  of 
the  district  within  which  the  licensee  had  bis 
usual  place  of  business,  or,  if  he  had  no  such, 
place  of  business,  then  in  the  district  where 
he  had  his  usual  place  of  residence,  which, 
place  was  to  be  mentioned  in  the  license*. 
The  fact  of  an  auctioneer  having  no  such  place 
of  business  was  apparently  where  the  difficulty 
came  in.  An  auctioneer  himself  might  have 
his  business  in  more  than  one  place,  and  not 
solely  within  the  borough.  The  City  of  Dun- 
edin had  endeavoured  to  claim  that,  because 
the  firm  for  which  an  auctioneer  did  business 
had  its  office  in  the  City  of  Dunedin,  therefore 
the  fee  should  go  to  them.  The  fee  in  the  first 
case  was  paid  to  the  Borough  of  Boslyn  for  the 
years  1893, 1894,  and  1895.  The  Magistrate's. 
Court  and  Mr.  Justice  Williams  had  upheld 
the  contention  that  the  Borough  of  Boslyn  was 
justly  entitled  to  retain  the  fees,  but  further 
litigation  was  threatened,  and  in  this  case  pro- 
bably it  would  be  most  expensive  litigation.  In 
the  oase  of  other  people  in  the  district,  and  in 
the  case  of  small  boroughs  to  whom  the  fees 
were  paid   in  the  first  instance  on  the 
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ground  as  in  the  case  of  the  Roslyn  Borough, 
being  boroughs  with  small  revenue,  they  pre- 
ferred to  give  up  the  fees  rather  than  to  test 
the  case,  although  their  lawyers  informed  them 
that  they  had  perfeotly  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  for  defending  the  action.  It  was,  how. 
ever,  with  a  view  of  settling  the  doubtful  posi- 
tion and  preventing  any  such  litigation  in 
future  that  he  ventured  to  bring  forward  the 
proposal  contained  in  this  Bill.  He  proposed 
to  omit  the  words  "  if  he  has  no  such  place," 
so  that  the  fees  might  be  paid  either  to  the 
funds  of  the  local  authority  within  which  the 
licensee  did  business  or  of  the  local  authority 
of  the  district  where  he  resided. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  remarked  that  he 
introduced  this  Bill  with  some  diffidence.  The 
Bill  was  a  simple  one  on  the  face  of  it,  but  it 
was  very  far-reaching  in  its  consequences.  Its 
object  was  to  give  an  auctioneer  the  option  of 
paying  the  fee  on  his  license  in  the  borough  in 
which  he  resided  or  in  the  place  where  he 
earned  on  business.  At  present  an  auctioneer 
had  no  such  option :  he  had  to  take  out  his 
license  where  he  usually  carried  on  his  business, 
and  it  was  only  when  he  had  his  place  of 
business  there  that  he  could  take  it  out  in 
the  borough  in  which  he  resided.  Now,  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposed  to  alter  an  Act 
which  had  practically  been  in  existence  since 
1876.  Under  the  Financial  Arrangements  Act 
of  1876  it  was  provided  that  a  license -fee 
should  be  paid,  "If  the  license  is  in  respect 
of  a  person,  to  the  county  or  borough  within 
which  such  person  has  his  usual  place  of 
business,  or,  if  he  has  no  such  place,  then  his 
usual  place  of  residence,  which  place  shall  be 
mentioned  in  the  license."  When  the  Auc- 
tioneers Act  of  1891  was  before  the  Legislature, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  modify  the  law  in 
the  direction  in  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man now  moved,  but  the  matter  was  very  fully 
discussed  and  tested,  and  it  was  thought  better, 
on  the  whole,  that  the  law  should  continue 
as  provided  under  the  Financial  Arrangements 
Act  of  1876.  That  was  at  the  time  the  provinces 
were  abolished.  The  Act  of  1891,  therefore, 
was  practically  founded  on  the  provisions  of 
"  The  Financial  Arrangements  Act,  1876,"  and 
it  had  worked,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactorily. 
The  particular  case  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  referred  happened  in  this  way : 
An  auctioneer  who  resided  in  the  Borough  of 
Roslyn,  and  who  was  employed  by  a  firm  in 
Dunedin,  took  out  a  license  in  Roslyn  Borough 
with  a  view  of  benefiting  the  looal  rates.  The 
Borough  of  Dunedin  claimed  the  license-fee  on 
the  ground  that  this  auctioneer,  in  point  of 
fact,  carried  out  his  business  usually  in  Dun- 
edin. It  oame  out  in  evidence  that  whilst  he 
acted  as  auctioneer  for  his  firm  in  Dunedin, 
and  conduoted  auction  sales  on  Saturdays  and 
other  days  in  the  week,  he  also  conducted 
auction-sales  at  Balclutha,  Palmerston,  and 
other  places ;  and  the  Magistrate  held  that  this 
auctioneer  had  no  usual  place  of  business  in 
Dunedin.  That  was  because  his  business  was 
not  confined  to  Dunedin.    It  was  not  neces- 


sary to  say  whether  that  decision  was  right  or 
wrong;  but  the  Magistrate  held  that  he  was 
entitled  to  take  out  bis  license  in  Roslyn,  and 
Mr.  Justice  Williams  held  that,  upon  the  evi- 
dence given,  the  auctioneer  was  justified  in 
taking  out  his  license  in  Roslyn.  What  the 
honourable  gentleman  wanted  to  do  now  oould 
be  done  in  a  simple  way,  by  giving  discretion 
to  the  auctioneer,  if  he  wished,  to  take  out  his 
license  in  the  place  where  he  resided,  or  where 
he  usually  carried  on  his  business.  He  might 
carry  on  his  business  in  Oamaru,  but  reside 
out  of  Oamaru  ;  and  under  the  proposed  Act  he 
could  take  out  his  license  in  either  place.  In 
Dunedin  a  large  number  of  people  resided  in 
the  suburban  boroughs,  and  some  of  the  auc- 
tioneers carried  on  their  business  outside  the 
City  of  Dunedin ;  and  the  object  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  in  view  was  this:  that  these 
auctioneers,  carrying  on  probably  the  whole  of 
their  business  in  Dunedin,  should  be  entitled 
to  pay  to  the  local  borough  in  whioh  they  re- 
sided. Now,  he  submitted  that  an  auctioneer 
having  his  usual  place  of  residence  within 
the  City  of  Dunedin,  or  Wellington,  or  Christ- 
church,  or  any  of  those  large  towns,  should 
take  out  his  license-fee  there;  if  he  had  no 
usual  place  of  business  in  the  city,  then  he  was 
entitled,  under  the  law  at  present,  to  take  it 
out  in  the  place  where  he  resided.  He  did  not 
at  all  agree  with  the  proposal.  As  to  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  might  be  able  to  for- 
mulate a  better  Bill  than  this  one  at  present 
introduced  it,  was  not  for  him  to  say,  but  at 
present  he  was  opposed  to  the  proposed  altera- 
tion, which  was  in  direct  conflict  with  the  law 
which  had  been  in  existence  in  the  colony  for 
a  considerable  number  of  years,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  this  case  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  probably  another, 
he  did  not  think  there  had  been  any  difficulty 
about  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  there 
were  two  other  cases. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said  the 
real  reason  why  these  auctioneers  who  resided 
in  the  suburban  boroughs  wished  for  this  mea- 
sure was  that  they  wanted  to  pay  the  fees  to 
the  local  borough  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 
He  would  move,  That  this  Bill  be  read  the 
second  time  this  day  three  months.  He  thought, 
if  a  Bill  of  this  kind  was  to  be  introduced  at 
all,  it  should  be  introduced  by  the  Qovernment : 
at  any  rate,  if  these  fees  were  allowed  to  be 
paid  to  the  suburban  boroughs,  he  did  not 
think  the  Government  would  be  willing  to  re- 
coup the  towns. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  entirely  agreed 
with  the  action  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stewart  had  taken 
in  this  matter.  At  the  time  of  the  abolition  of 
tbe  provinces  these  license-fees  had  to  be  given 
to  the  local  bodies  as  an  endowment  towards 
carrying  on  the  works  of  the  Corporations,  and, 
if  these  were  to  be  removed  now  from  them  and 
divided,  he  thought  the  Government  ought  to 
be  responsible,  if  they  allowed  this  Bill  to  pass, 
for  any  deficiency  that  these  local  bodies  would 
suffer.  He  thought,  if  this  Bill  was  required  as 
all,  it  should  emanate  from  the  Government. 
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When  the  last  Aot  was  passed  it  was  distinctly 
made  a  point  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
fees  for  these  Corporations,  and  naturally  the 
local  bodies  interested  expected  to  get  these 
fees  to  carry  on  their  public  works. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  it  seemed  to  him 
to  be  quite  clear  that  the  borough  in  which  an 
auctioneer  conducted  his  business  ought  to 
receive  the  fees.  It  was  not  fair  for  a  man 
who  carried  on  his  business  in  town  to  pay  his 
license-fee  to  the  looal  authority  of  the  suburb 
in  which  he  resided,  and  that  that  suburb 
should  get  the  benefit  of  those  fees ;  therefore, 
he  thought  it  was  better  to  leave  the  law  as  it 
stood  at  present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  thought  it  would  be 
well  that  the  mover  of  the  amendment  should 
give  some  strong  reasons  to  the  Council  why 
they  should  not  vote  for  this  measure.  He 
told  them  that  if  the  Bill  passed  an  auctioneer 
could  pay  his  license- fee  in  the  borough  in 
which  he  resided,  instead  of  in  the  city  in 
which  he  carried  on  his  business.  He  also 
told  them  that  the  proposed  alteration  was  in 
direct  conflict  with  the  existing  law,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  thought  that  that  was 
a  very  dreadful  or  improper  thing.  It  did 
not  matter  to  him  (Mr.  Rigg)  how  much  the 
existing  law  was  altered,  so  long  as  they  did 
no  wrong  by  passing  a  measure.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  some  men  would  desire  to  pay  as 
muoh  as  they  could  into  the  funds  of  the 
borough  where  they  had  the  greatest  interest, 
and  so  it  might  happen  that  it  might  seem 
desirable  to  some  people  to  pay  it  to  some 
suburban  body.  The  city  in  which  the  auc- 
tioneer carried  on  his  business  would  have 
some  return  also,  because  he  would  have  his 
offices  and  so  on  there,  and  he  had  to  pay  the 
greatest  amount  of  rates  for  the  premises  so 
occupied ;  so  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  there 
was  something  just  in  the  Bill,  and  unless  there 
was  some  better  reason  given  against  it  than 
the  reasons  they  had  heard  he  should  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  the  objection 
was  that  the  Bill  would  upset  the  finance  of 
the  local  bodies.  Any  proposal  to  pass  a  Bill 
like  this  should  come  from  the  Government 
of  the  day,  and  it  would  be  absolute  waste  of 
time  for  them  to  pass  it  at  the  present  time, 
because,  looking  at  the  way  in  which  this  sub- 
ject was  dealt  with  formerly  in  another  place, 
this  Bill  would  take  a  good  length  of  time  to 
debate.  He  should  vote  for  the  amendment  to 
read  the  Bill  that  day  three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  said  this  BiU  was 
rather  far-reaching  in  its  consequences.  He 
did  not  know  how  it  would  apply  to  most  towns, 
but,  as  regarded  Taranaki,  he  knew  an  auction- 
eer there  who  carried  on  a  very  large  business 
in  the  provincial  district,  whose  place  of  resi- 
dence was  in  the  district  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  small  Road  Board :  so,  under  the  Bill, 
he  presumed  this  small  Road  Board  would 
get  the  whole  of  the  fees  to  which  the  provin- 
cial district  was  now  entitled.  This  auctioneer 
Eon.  Mr.  Shrimski 


carried  on  his  business  in  New  Plymouth  also, 
and  New  Plymouth  was  now  entitled  to  a  con- 
siderable share  of  the  fees.  He  also  carried 
ou  his  business  in  another  town,  at  some  cost 
to  the  ratepayers  of  that  town,  as  there  were 
large  cattle-yards  erected  there ;  and  that  local 
body  would  get  nothing.  He  would  not  go  so 
far  as  to  vote  for  the  amendment,  but  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape.  In 
the  meantime  he  should  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  be  amended 
in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  was  not 
astonished  at  the  reception  this  Bill  had  met 
with  in  certain  quarters,  because  it  had  always 
been  the  same  against  any  attempt  to  alter  the 
law  as  it  existed  since  1876  according  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stewart.  That  was  simply  one  of  those 
accidents  of  legalised  acquisition,  which  were 
not,  all  the  same,  either  right  or  just.  Why 
should  the  large  cities  have  these  fees,  whereas 
the  small  boroughs  that  kept  the  roads,  which 
were  trampled  to  pieces,  to  the  annoyance  of 
passengers,  with  other  inconveniences,  had  to 
pay  the  cost  ?  Of  course  the  large  cities  bad  a 
certain  amount  of  vested  interest,  and  they 
had  very  potent  and  voluble  orators  represent- 
ing them  in  Parliament,  and  hence  there  had 
always  been  a  difficulty  in  getting  this  thing 
adjusted  on  an  equitable  footing.  But  he  felt 
more  relieved  from  what  his  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Stewart  had  said  as  regarded  the  result 
of  the  litigation  now  pending,  because,  if  what 
he  had  said  was  true,  the  purpart  of  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Williams's  judgment  meant,  he  thought, 
that  in  all  probability  there  was  no  auction- 
eer  in  New  Zealand  who  would  not  be  able 
to  show  that  he  had  just  as  little  a  **  usual 
place  of  business  "  as  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion, whose  fees  were  the  subject-matter  of 
this  dispute.  He  did  not  believe  there  was 
any  auctioneer  of  any  respectability  in  any 
part  of  New  Zealand  who  did  not  do  a  great 
deal  of  his  business  outside  the  town  that 
he  resided  in,  and  therefore,  as  the  Judge 
stated,  he  had  only  to  show  that  he  had  no 
usual  place  of  business,  as  this  gentleman 
had  shown,  and  whose  contention  Mr.  Justice 
Williams  had  upheld.  Then,  as  to  the  matter 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  mentioned — that  this 
would  upset  local  finance  :  With  all  respeot  to 
that  honourable  gentleman,  he  would  say  that 
that  was  quite  beside  the  question,  and  it  was 
quite  meaningless.  What  did  these  paltry  fees 
mean  to  a  city  like  Dunedin,  the  city  finances 
of  which  amounted,  he  believed,  to  as  muoh  as 
£17,000  per  annum,  and  which  was  not  afraid 
to  employ  lawyers  and  go  into  costly  litiga- 
tion to  prosecute  and  downtread  these  little 
boroughs,  which  were  absolutely  so  insignificant 
and  short  of  revenue  that  they  were  afraid  to 
appear  in  Court  against  the  lawyers  of  the  City 
Council  ?  He  believed,  If  there  was  any  hard- 
ship, the  hardship  was  owing  to  the  existing 
state  of  the  law,  which  had  been  consecrated  by 
so  many  years  of  misapplied  moneys.  He  was 
sorry  the  Bill  appeared  to  meet  with  so  little 
support,  but  he  felt  confident  that  it  was  in 
the  right  direotion,  and  he  trusted  that,  if  not 
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successful  that   day  on   another  oooasion   it 
might  meet  with  a  better  fate. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question  ••  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part 
of  the  question." 

Ayes,  9. 


Acland 

Kelly 

Taiaroa 

Barniooat 

Kerr 

Walker,  W.  C. 

Jenkinson 

Rigg 

Noes,  16. 

Whitmore. 

Bolt 

Johnston 

Shrimski 

Bonar 

MacGregor 

Stevens 

Bowen 

Pharazyn 

Stewart 

Buckley 

Keynolds 

Swanson 

Grace 

Richardson 

Williams. 

Jennings 

Majority  against,  7. 

Words  8 track  oat. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time  that 
4ay  three  months. 

WILSON  LAND  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2. — "  (1.)  On  and  from  the  commence- 
ment of  this  Act,  James  George  Wilson  shall 
be  seised  of  an  estate  of  freehold  of  inheritance 
in  fee-simple  in  all  that  parcel  of  land,  being 
flection  numbered  eighty- two.  Block  I.,  Tu- 
ranganui  Survey  District,  containing  one  hun- 
dred acres  more  or  less,  as  the  same  is  more 
particularly  described  in  the  preamble  of  this 
Aot,  altogether  released  from  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  said  Act,  but  subject  to  any 
-existing  lease  of  the  said  land  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  subject  also  to  any  mortgage  of 
the  said  land  or  any  part  thereof  heretofore 
registered  in  the  Land  Transfer  Register. 

44  (2.)  The  validity  of  any  such  lease  or  mort- 
gage snail  not  be  affected  by  the  faot  that  such 
restrictions  existed  at  the  time  when  such  lease 
or  mortgage  was  executed  by  the  said  James 
•George  Wilson. 

**  (3.)  Sections  seven,  eight,  and  nine  of  the 
flaid  Act  are  hereby  repealed." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  moved  to  strike  out  all 
~the  words  after  4*  any  part  thereof,"  to  the  end 
-of  subsection  (2). 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
44  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
.part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  14. 

JAoland 

Bamicoat 

Bonar 

Feldwick 

Grace 

Jennings 

Pharazyn 

Richardson 

Shrimski 

Stewart 

Noes,  7. 

Taiaroa 
Walker,  W.  C 
Whitmore 
Williams. 

Bolt 
Buckley 

Kerr 
McLean 

Rigg 
Swanson. 

Johnston 

Majority  for,  7. 
Words  retained,  and  clause  agreed  to. 
.  Bill  reported,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
r  o'clock  p.m. 


HODSB    OP    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  19th  September,  1895. 

First  Reading— Second  Reading— Customs  and  Ex- 
cise Duties  Bill. 


Mr.    Speaker  took  the  chair  at   half -past 
two  o'clock. 
Prayers. 

FIRST  READING. 
Charitable  Gifts  Duties  Exemption  Exten- 
sion. 

SECOND  READING. 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill. 

CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  com- 
mitted, 

Mr.  ALLEN  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Speaker's 
ruling  with  regard  to  the  point  whether  any 
increase  could  be  imposed  in  the  House  that 
had  not  been  put  on  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  So  far  as  he  gathered  from  May,  no 
increases  could  be  imposed  unless  the  proposal 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  House  could  not  in- 
crease the  taxation  beyond  what  was  proposed 
by  Ministers  of  the  Crown.  He  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  limited  the  question  to 
what  might  be  done  in  the  House.  If  it  should 
be  found  desirable  that  an  increase  of  any  of 
the  items  of  taxation  should  be  made,  the 
increase  must  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  before  it  was 
submitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Bill  committed. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  1.— Short  titje. — Agreed  to. 

Clause  2.—- Customs  duties  substituted  for 
those  hitherto  existing.— Agreed  to. 

Clause  3.  —  Articles  exempt  from  duty.  — 
Agreed  to. 

Clause  4.— Repeal  of  "  The  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise Duties  Aot,  1888."— Agreed  to. 

Clause  5. — Duty  on  patent  or  proprietary 
medioines. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  for  some  explanation  of 
the  excessive  duty  placed  on  these  medicines. 
White  he  agreed  with  the  Treasurer  that  some 
of  them  were  very  inferior  rubbish,  yet  there 
were  others  which  were  not  so,  such  as  hypo- 
phosphites,  bromide  of  iron,  and  other  prepara- 
tions which  were  largely  used  and  were  most 
valuable,  and  in  regard  to  which  this  duty 
would  be  oppressive. 

Mr.  WARD  would  like  to  point  out  the  posi- 
tion with  regard  to  proprietary  medicines.  So 
far  as  he  understood,  there  were  imported  into 
this  country  a  great  many  proprietary  medicines 
which  were  of  the  cheapest  possible  character, 
and  a  great  many  of  them  rubbish.  That  being 
so,  the  system  that  had  been  pursued  was  to 
have  practically  dummy  advertisements,  at  the 
lowest  possible  scale,  sent  to  newspapers,  and 
when  these  newspapers  wanted  to  nil  up  space 
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these  advertisements  were  used  at  very  muoh 
lower  rates  than  were  paid  for  other  advertise- 
ments. The  whole  of  the  revenue  from  these 
proprietary  medicines  went  out  of  the  country. 
By  putting  this  40-per-cent.  duty  on,  he  under- 
stood that  many  of  the  best  medicines,  suoh  as 
those  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  referred  to,  would  be  manu- 
factured altogether  in  the  country,  and  he  did 
not  think  that  40  per  cent,  wolftfd  create  that 
increase  in  price  which  honourable  members 
feared,  and  the  putting-on  of  this  excise  duty 
would  not  interfere  with  their  manufacture  in 
this  country. 

Mr.  BUTTON  considered  this  was  a  very 
necessary  clause.  He  had  been  engaged  in  a 
case  the  other  day  oonnected  with  Seigel's 
pills,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  pills,  which 
were  4s.  per  pound  in  London,  were  sold  here 
at  Is.  6d.  a  box. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer if  he  was  going  to  deal  with  an  excise  duty 
upon  colonial-manufactured  medicaments. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  matter  would  be  dealt 
with  in  a  separate  Bill.  It  required  going  care- 
fully into. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. — Decision  of  disputes  as  to  exemp- 
tion of  shirtings. — Agreed  to. 

Clause  7.—  "  (1.)  There  shall  be  payable  to  the 
Collector,  in  respect  of  every  license  already  in 
force  or  hereafter  to  be  granted  under  section 
twenty-eight  of  *  The  Customs  Laws  Consoli- 
dation Act,  1882,'  an  annual  fee  of  two  pounds. 

"  (2.)  Such  fee  shall  be  payable  on  or  before 
the  fifth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  on  or  before  the 
same  day  in  each  succeeding  year  until  the 
license  is  given  up  or  cancelled. 

"  (8.)  The  Commissioner  shall  have  power  to 
cancel  any  license  in  respect  of  which  suoh 
annual  fee  remains  unpaid  for  thirty  days  after 
it  becomes  due." 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  what  was  the  present 
license-fee  for  a  Customs  agent. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  nothing. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said,  then  he  would  like 
to  know  the  reason  for  the  proposal  of  this  ex- 
cessive fee  of  £2.  A  great  many  people  in  the 
colony  had  a  very  hard  time  to  make  a  living. 
There  were  young  men  who  started  as  Customs 
agents,  and  if  a  fee  was  to  be  put  on  them  they 
should  put  a  fee  on  every  industry  in  the  colony. 
He  suggested  the  reduction  of  the  fee  to  £1. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  in  the  interest  of 
those  who  did  business  with  the  Customs  De- 
partment that  agents  should  be  licensed.  All 
over  the  colony  there  were  continually  cases  of 
attempts  to  mislead  the  department,  and  that 
was  unjust  to  the  honest  importers ;  whereas,  if 
these  people  were  licensed,  the  honest  importers 
would  be  protected,  and  dishonest  persons 
would  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  de- 
feating the  Customs  after  they  had  once  been 
proved  to  have  misbehaved.  If  they  made  the 
lee  too  small  it  would  be  useless. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  this  departure  was  altoge- 
ther unjustifiable.  Why  should  it  be  necessary 
to  pay  a  fee  in  order  to  be  allowed  to  pay  taxes 
Mr.  Ward 


to  the  Government  ?  According  to  the  side- 
note  to  this  clause — "  Annual  fee  payable  by 
licensed  agents  " — it  did  not  apply  to  importers- 
at  all,  but  to  those  people  who  made  it  their 
special  business  to  clear  goods  at  the  Customs,, 
and  were  experts.  This  business  was  so  very 
closely  contested  that  those  who  were  engaged 
in  it  did  not  make  a  "fat"  thing  out  of  it. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  this  class  of  men  should 
be  called  on  to  pay  a  license- fee.  If  they  were- 
found  to  misbehave  they  could  be  punished 
under  their  bond.  The  fee  would  make  no- 
difference  in  that  respect,  and  its  imposition 
would  be  a  hardship  to  this  class  of  men,  who* 
were  only  making  labourers'  wages. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  things  were  coming 
to  an  extraordinary  pass  in  this  country  when, 
they  were  told  by  the  Treasurer  that  it  was  in 
the  interests  of  the  importers  that  the  hands  of 
Customs  agents  should  be  tied  by  license-fees. 

Mr.  WARD  said  a  great  number  of  them  had 
asked  for  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  before  they 
agreed  to  an  impost  of  this  sort  the  Treasurer 
should  explain  why  at  this  particular  junc- 
ture a  special  license-fee  should  be  charged  to- 
people  already  doing  business  in  this  direction. 
The  multiplication  of  fees  and  restrictions  of 
all  sorts  must  tend  to  make  it  more  expensive- 
to  do  business.  He  hoped  the  honourable 
member  for  Christen urch  City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith> 
would  move  either  to  reduce  or  to  altogether 
excise  this  fee. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  did  not  affect  the  im- 
porters at  all.  It  affected  only  the  Custom- 
house agents.  The  licensing  of  Custom-house 
agents  was  desirable  only  to  insure  the  proper 
carrying-on  of  business  between  the  department 
and  the  importers. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  it  was  exceedingly  de- 
sirable that  country  importers  should  have  a 
class  of  Custom-house  agents  who  could  be- 
thoroughly  depended  upon  to  clear  their  goods 
through  the  Customs  in  a  proper  way.  It  waa 
necessary  in  a  place  like  Wellington  that  they 
should  have  places  of  business,  so  that  the 
country  importers  should  know  where  they 
resided,  and  all  about  them,  so  that  if  a  mis* 
carriage  occurred,  or  an  attempt  to  defraud,  they 
could  be  easily  got  at  and  punished.  Respect- 
able olearers  of  Customs  would  not  be  averse  to- 
paying  a  £2  or  even  a  £5  fee. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  pointed  out  that  the 
Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act  of  1892  said, — 

"  Before  granting  any  suoh  license  the  Com- 
missioner is  hereby  empowered  to  require  a. 
bond  to  be  given  by  every  person  to  whom  suoh 
license  shall  be  granted,  with  two  sufficient 
securities  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
or  such  other  security  as  the  Commissioner 
may  approve,  for  the  faithful  and  incorrupt 
conduct  of  such  person  and  of  his  clerks  acting 
for  him,  both  as  regards  the  Customs  and  hii 
employers." 

Therefore  there  was  not  the  slightest  need 
for  a  fee  of  £2  to  make  people  honest,  when 
they  actually  had  to  find  securities  for  £200* 
and  enter  into  a  bond  as  well.    The  object 
was  really  to  get  a  few  more  pounds  into  the* 
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Treasury.  He  asked  the  Treasurer  what  was 
the  number  of  these  Customhouse  agents  in 
the  colony.  Probably  there  would  be  four  or 
five  hundred  of  them.  This  fee  would  be  a 
hardship  to  young  clerks  who  were  starting  in 
this  branch  of  business  for  themselves. 

Mr.  PIRANI  trusted  that  this  imposition 
would  be  dropped.  It  was  giving  an  advantage 
to  the  larger  importers  at  the  expense  of  the 
smaller  ones  who  had  to  employ  these  agents. 
The  larger  importers  could  keep  clerks  of  their 
own  for  the  purpose.  Those  who  were  charged 
this  fee  would,  in  consequence,  make  a  higher 
charge  upon  their  employers  for  the  work  they 
performed.  It  was  another  instance  of  the  in- 
justice done  by  the  Government  to  the  smaller 
men  in  favour  of  the  larger  ones. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  hoped  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer would  stick  to  this  olause.  The  country 
should  not  be  put  to  the  expense  of  registering 
all  these  men.  Let  them  pay  a  small  fee.  If 
they  were  given  a  license  for  nothing  it  was  an 
injustice  to  the  general  taxpayers. 

Mr.  BUDDO  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton  in  hoping  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  would  stick  to  the  Bill.  The 
colony  had  no  right  to  take  upon  itself  the 
liability  of  registering  all  these  clerks  without 
charging  them  a  fee.  There  were  too  many 
irresponsible  agents  in  the  colony  who  only 
wanted  a  bottle  of  ink  and  a  blotting-pad  in 
order  to  start  business. 

Mr.  HOGG  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  stick  to  the  olause,  which  was  a  per- 
fectly satisfactory  one.  Suoh  a  provision  was 
desirable,  and  these  agents  should  be  made  to 
take  out  a  license.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  amount  of  the  fee  as  fixed  in  the  clause 
ought  to  be  maintained.  Seeing  that  fees  were 
chargeable  by  various  associations,  such  as 
pastoral  associations  and  athletic  associations, 
it  was  perfectly  reasonable  to  expect  that  the 
same  rule" should  apply  to  Customhouse  agents; 
and,  if  a  man  were  not  willing  to  pay  the  fee  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  the  privileges  he 
would  have  under  the  Act,  then  he  had  no  right 
to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  that  when  in  Auckland 
he  had  been  waited  upon  by  a  deputation  of 
Customhouse  agents,  who  asked  him  to  protest 
against  the  proposed  license-fee. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  would  point  out,  in  reference 
to  what  the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa 
had  said,  that  the  fees  did  not  really  concern 
the  large  importer.  It  concerned  more  the 
country  settler  who  imported  goods,  and  who 
had  to  send  invoioes  to  the  Customhouse  agent 
in  town  to  get  them  cleared.  He  had  a  strong 
objection  to  introducing  special  taxation  on 
people  in  the  shape  of  making  them  pay  fees 
for  the  privilege  of  carrying  on  their  business. 
If  they  made  this  charge  in  the  case  of  Cus- 
tomhouse agents,  they  might  as  well  oharge  a 
fee  to  a  blacksmith  or  a  commercial  traveller, 
or  to  persons  in  any  other  occupation.  He 
must  protest  against  suoh  a  system  of  taxation. 
A  man  paid  his  income-tax,  and  therefore  he 
ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  fees  of  this 


kind.  He  would  divide  the  House  on  the  ques- 
tion, as  it  was  an  innovation  which  ought  not 
to  be  tolerated. 

Mr.  HALL  might  say,  in  reply  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Riooarton,  that  he  was  quite 
aware  that  the  Customs  agent  had  to  enter  into 
a  bond ;  therefore  he  was  not  so  ignorant  as- 
the  honourable  member  supposed.  The  honour- 
able member  himself  had  to  pay  a  registration- 
fee  as  a  newspaper  proprietor. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— Not  every  year. 

Mr.  HALL  said,  at  any  rate  he  had  to  pay 
some  fee,  and  also  had  to  affix  his  name  to  the 
paper  as  an  indication  that  he  was  amenable 
to  the  authorities.  The  Customhouse  agent  he 
referred  to  was  a  go-between  betwixt  the  im* 
porter  and  the  Customs  officer,  and  they  had  a- 
right  to  say  that  the  public  should  know  all 
about  these  men,  and  know  whether  they  were 
honest  and  trustworthy.  The  country  settlers 
were  therefore  interested  in  having  good  re- 
liable men  whom  they  could  depend  upon  to 
transaot  their  business  for  them,  and  such  men 
would  not  objeot  to  pay  a  fee  of  £2. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  "two 
pounds "  be  struck  out,  and  "  one  pound " 
inserted,  with  a  view  of  making  the  annual- 
fee  payable  by  licensed  agents  £1. 

Mr.  WARD  agreed  to  accept  the  alteration. 

Mr.  BUTTON  asked  if  the  Minister  would 
agree  to  strike  the  word  "  annual"  out  of  the 
olause,  so  as  to  require  the  fee  to  be  paid  only 
once — that  was,  on  the  first  registration. 

Mr.  WARD  oould  not  accept  the  proposal  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City* 
Precisely  the  same  argument  would  apply  to 
auctioneers.  The  license-fee  ought  to  be  an 
annual  one. 

Subsection  (2. ) — ••  Such  fee  shall  be  payable* 
on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  on 
or  before  the  same  day  in  each  succeeding  year 
until  the  license  is  given  up  or  cancelled." 

Mr.  DUTHIE  moved  to  strike  out  all  the- 
words  after  "  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-six."  If  it  were  necessary  that  a  fee 
should  be  charged  it  was  not  necessary  that, 
it  should  be  an  annual  one. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  amendment,  if  carried, 
would  mean  that  up  to  the  end  of  1896  every- 
body to  whom  a  license  was  issued  would  have- 
to  pay  a  fee,  while  after  that  date  nobody  paid 
any  fee  at  all.    That  would  be  very  unfair. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  42. 

Buddo 

Harris 
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Cadman 

Hutchison,  W 
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Morrison 

Orowther 

Maslin 

Parata 

Duncan 
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MoKensie,  J. 
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Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Nobs,  15. 

Tellers. 
Hall 
Hogg. 

Allen 
Earnshaw 
Eraser 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lawry 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Massey 

McGuire 

Mitchelson 

Newman 

Pirani 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Button 
Duthie. 

Majority  for,  27. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  as  amended  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Ayes,  41. 

Buddo                Houston  Parata 

Buick                 Joyce  Pinkerton 

Cadman             Lang  Reeves 

Carnell              Maslin  Seddon 

'Carroll               McGowan  Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins               McKenzie,  J.  Stevens 

Crowther           McKenzie,  R.  Tanner 

Duncan              McLachlan  Thompson,  R. 

Flatman            McNab  Thompson,  T. 

Graham             Meredith  Ward 

'  Hall                   Millar  Willis. 

Hall-Jones         Mills  Tellers. 

Harris                Montgomery  Hutchison,  W. 

Hogg                  Morrison  Larnaoh. 

Noes,  14. 
Button  Massey  Russell,  W.  R. 

Duthie  Mitchelson         Wilson. 

Earnshaw  Newman  Tellers. 

Kelly,  J.  W.       Pirani  Allen 

Mackenzie,  T.    Russoll,  G.  W.  McGuire. 
Majority  for,  27. 

Clause  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Clause  8.— 4<(1.)  Section  fifty  of  *  The  Cus- 
toms Laws  Consolidation  Act,  1882,'  is  hereby 
amended  by  the  insertion  of  the  words  'or 
undervalued '  next  after  the  word  *  misde- 
scribed,'  wherever  the  latter  word  occurs  in 
that  section. 

"  (2.)  Section  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  of 
•*  The  Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act,  1882,' 
■and  section  three  of  '  The  Customs  Laws  Con- 
solidation Act  Amendment  Aot,  1892,'  are  here- 
by repealed." 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  it  was  an  unconsti- 
tutional thing  to  insert  such  a  clause  in  a 
money  Bill,  and  it  was  extremely  inconvenient 
that  a  clause  amending  the  Customs  Laws  Con- 
solidation Acts  of  1882  and  1892  should  have 
to  be  sought  for  in  the  Customs  and  Excise 
Duties  Aot. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  clause  was  inserted  in 
this  Bill  in  consequence  of  the  term  "  misde- 
soribed."  That  word  did  not  cover  the  term 
"  undervalued"  in  the  case  of  a  person  import- 
ing goods  into  the  colony.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers would  refer  to  the  main  Act  they  would 
-see  that  forfeiture  applied  only  to  goods  which 
were  undervalued.  Upon  the  other  point  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  raised,  he  would 


like  to  tell  the  House  there  was  nothing  new 
or  different  from  what  was  done  in  1888  by 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  They  were  carrying  out 
exactly  the  same  system,  so  far  as  this  Bill  was 
concerned,  as  was  initiated  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that  in  1882  there  were  a 
Customs  and  Exoise  Duties  Bill  and  a  Customs 
Laws  Consolidation  Bill,  but  the  two  were  kept 
distinct,  and  it  was  a  very  great  pity  they 
should  now  be  mixed. 

Mr.  WARD  said  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man stated  as  occurring  in  1882  was  quite 
correct,  but  in  1888  the  then  Commissioner  of 
Customs  altered  it.  They  were  not  altering 
what  was  done  in  1888.  The  trouble  had  been 
that  the  word  "  misdescribed  "  had  not  covered 
undervaluation,  and  that  was  what  he  was 
providing  for  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that,  to  the  extent  of 
keeping  people  honest  as  regarded  undervalua- 
tion, he  was  with  the  honourable  gentleman. 
This  Bill  made  the  Commissioner  the  sole  judge, 
and  an  importer  had  no  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  Now,  every  importer  should  have  a 
right  of  appeal,  and  such  an  arbitrary  power 
as  was  now  proposed  should  not  be  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioner. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  what  was  being  done 
was  to  enable  a  case  to  be  tried  by  the  Magis- 
trate up  to  £100.  If  the  honourable  member 
would  refer  to  what  had  taken  place  in  Welling- 
ton not  long  ago  he  would  find  that  the  Magis- 
trate referred  to  the  great  difficulty  of  dealing 
with  the  case  before  him,  because  it  was  brought 
under  what  was  practically  an  obsolete  law. 
This  proviso  was  to  enable  a  case  of  the  kind 
to  be  tried  by  the  Magistrate,  and  was  just  the 
opposite  of  what  had  been  stated  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  if  section  249  of  the 
main  Aot  were  repealed  it  would  take  away 
the  right  of  the  importer  to  appeal  to  the 
Court.  The  Treasurer  had  said  that  the  object 
of  repealing  that  clause  was  to  enable  a  case  to 
be  tried  by  the  Magistrate  up  to  £100.  If  an 
importer  did  not  wish  to  have  a  case  tried 
before  a  Magistrate,  but  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  surely  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  people  who  were  being 
tried  had  not  the  right  to  select  those  before 
whom  they  were  to  be  tried.  This  alteration 
was  to  insure  that  a  oase  up  to  £100  might  be 
tried  in  the  Magistrate's  Court. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  a  person  convicted  by 
the  Magistrate  would  still  have  the  right  to 
appeal.  What  was  proposed  to  be  taken  away 
was  the  special  right  granted  to  a  defendant 
in  1882 — to  be  tried  in  the  Supreme  Court  in 
a  Customs  case.  But  he  oould  appeal  to  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  facts  or 
on  the  law,  just  as  any  other  defendant  could. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer's  amendment  did  not 
take  away  from  him  that  right. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  objected  to  the  withdrawal  of 
any  of  the  privileges  whioh  the  people  pos- 
sessed. It  was  desirable  that  a  defendant 
should  have  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Magistrates  were  there  as  long  as  the  Govern* 
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ment  were  satisfied  with  them;  and  why 
should  a  case  be  brought  before  an  offioer  of 
(he  Government?  This  was  a  withdrawal  of 
the  privileges  of  importers,  whioh  should  not 
be  insisted  upon. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Duthie)  did  not  under- 
stand the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Bell).  The  faot  of  the  matter  was  that 
every  defendant  in*  a  case  under  £100  was 
bound  to  have  his  case  tried  in  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate's  Court.  If  there  was  an  appeal  to 
the  Supreme'  Court,  that  right  was  not  taken 
away.  He  would  not  have  the  right  to  go  into 
the  Supreme  Court  straight  away.  That  was 
the  only  difference. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  urge  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  consent  to  his  suggestion,  that 
this  amendment  of  the  Consolidation  Act 
should  come  down  in  a  separate  Bill.  The  only 
reason  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given  for 
it  was  that,  because  a  former  Commissioner  of 
Customs  did  what  he  (Captain  Russell)  believed 
to  be  an  injudicious  thing,  therefore  they 
should  continue  to  do  an  injudicious  thing. 
This  system  of  making  amendments  of  two 
different  Acts  in  one  Bill  was  perplexing  to  lay- 
men and  puzzling  to  lawyers,  whereas  their 
statutes  should  be  so  simplified  that  any  man 
with  fair  intelligence  could  understand  them. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  thought  amendments 
of  statutes  should  be  set  out  in  ezten&o,  instead 
of  readers  being  referred  to  this  statute  and  to 
that. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  to  do  what  Captain 
Russell  suggested  would  require  the  repeal  of 
the  Aot  of  1888.  He  thought  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  would  see  at  once  that  it  was  not  a 
right  thing  for  him  to  say  that  he  was  going  to 
depart  from  a  system  initiated  in  1888  by  the 
then  Commissioner  of  Customs.  The  provi- 
sion was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  administration  of  the  department — to 
prevent  dishonest  importers  from  using  false 
invoices. 

Mr.  BUTTON  thought  there  was  no  imme- 
diate oooasion  for  the  olause,  whioh  might  be 
left  over  till  next  session. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  had  been  found  that  the 
department  could  not  get  on  without  it. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  thought  that  in  order 
to  make  it  perfectly  clear  there  should  be  added 
at  the  end,  "  The  seotion  will  then  read  thus," 
etcetera, 

Mr.  FRASER  said  every  member  desired 
to  assist  the  honourable  gentleman  in  what 
he  wanted  to  have  done,  out  a  separate  Bill 
should  be  brought  down  to  deal  with  it,  whioh 
would  take  a  very  little  time  to  pass. 

Mr.  WARD  said  all  they  asked  was  to  be 
•enabled  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
Under  the  original  law  there  was  no  power  to 
get  at  a  dishonest  trader  for  putting  an  under- 
valuation in  an  invoice. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  this  olause  was  not 
the  only  violation  of  the  principle  for  whioh 
they  were  contending.  Clauses  6,  10,  and  11 
were  all  violations  of  that  principle,  as  put- 
ting administrative  powers  into  a  money  bill, 


whioh  olauses  the  other  branoh  of  the  Legis- 
lature would  do  well  to  leave  alone.  He  would 
test  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  the 
question  by  taking  a  division  on  the  clause* 
and  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  bring  down 
a  separate  Bill. 

Mr.  WARD  would  like  to  tell  the  Committee 
what  was  the  position  before  1882,  and  what  led 
to  the  Consolidation  Acts  of  1882.  The  Tariff 
Acts  of  1871, 1878,  1878,  1879,  1880,  and  1881 
were  consolidated  in  1882,  and  it  was  found 
then  desirable,  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  to 
have  two  separate  laws.  In  1888  the  same 
authorities  believed  it  would  be  desirable  to- 
have  both  laws  in  one  Aot.  The  question  of 
amending  one  Act  in  another  was  a  separate 
matter,  and  it  was  a  waste  of  time  to  discuss  it 
at  present.  They  wanted  to  have  in  the  Bill 
the  necessary  machinery  to  enable  them  to 
give  effeot  to  the  law. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  agreed  that  clauses  6,  8, 
10,  and  11  should  not  be  in  this  Bill,  and  should 
have  been  brought  down  in  a  separate  Bill, 
and  even  if  it  did  not  pass  this  year  it  would 
not  make  much  difference. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  House  was  getting 
very  fastidious.  It  had  been  laid  down  in  con- 
nection with  the  Land  for  Settlements  Aot  that 
the  Legislative  Council  had  power  to  amend 
clauses  whioh  were  not  money  clauses.  It  had 
been  done  repeatedly  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, and  had  not  been  taken  exception  to. 
Why  was  exception  not  taken  last  session  when 
a  olause  from  the  Bank-note  Issue  Bill  was 
placed  in  the  Banking  Bill?  There  was  no 
inconvenience  whatever.  As  regarded  bringing 
down  another  Bill,  it  was  impossible  to  say 
how  long  it  would  take  to  pass  it.  This  was 
a  matter  of  urgency,  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Customs  desired  to  have  the  whole  thing 
complete. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  thought  the  word  "  under- 
valued" was  necessary,  as  "  misdesoribed " 
did  not  cover  all  the  ground.  The  insertion  of 
the  word  tended  to  give  a  clearer  and  better 
understanding  of  the  word  *'  misdesoribed." 
He  would  therefore  vote  for  the  clause. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  was  entirely  at  one 
with  the  Colonial  Treasurer  with  regard  to 
what  he  wanted  done,  but  he  would  like  to  see 
it  done  in  such  a  way  that  a  simple  layman 
taking  up  the  Aot  would  be  able  to  know  what 
was  done.  The  Act  should  be  made  so  plain 
that  any  one  could  understand  it,  but  this 
would  not  be  accomplished  by  having  the  law 
amended  in  this  particular  way. 

Mr.  WARD  pointed  out  that  those  who  re- 
quired to  understand  the  law  would  necessarily 
have  to  refer  to  the  main  Aot,  and  those  who 
required  to  refer  to  the  Customs  Laws  Con- 
solidation Act  would,  in  the  ordinary  course, 
mark  in  the  amendments  made  in  it  by  this 
Bill,  so  as  to  make  the  clauses  read  intelligibly. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  was  not  anxious  to  pre- 
serve the  rights  of  the  Legislative  Council  in 
any  way,  but  public  convenience  ought  to  be 
studied,  and  he  thought  in  this  Bill  they  ought- 
not  to  deal  with  Customs  laws  consolidation. 
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Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  the  course 
'very  inconvenient  that  they  were  setting  up 
of  putting  taxing  clauses  and  administration 
•clauses  into  the  one  measure.  Let  them  do 
things  in  the  right  way  while  they  were  about 
it.  This  being  a  constitutional  point,  he  would 
•vote  with  the  Opposition  upon  it. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
<*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause. 

Ayes,  41. 


Buddo 

Houston 

Parata 

Buick 

Hutchison, 

W 

.  Pinkerton 

<3adman 

Kelly,  J.  W 

Pirani 

Oarnell 

Larnaoh 

Reeves 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Collins 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Orowther 

McKenzie, 

J. 

Stevens 

Duncan 

McKenzie, 

R. 

Steward 

Flatman 

McLachlan 

Thompson,  T. 

Oraham 

MoNab 

Ward 

Hall 

Meredith 

Willis. 

Hall-Jones 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Mills 

Maslin 

nHOgg 

Morrison 

Tanner. 

Noes,  18. 

Allen 

Lang 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Bell 

Mackenzie, 

T. 

Thompson,  R. 

Button 

Massey 

Wilson. 

Duthie 

MoGuire 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

Fraser 

Newman 

Russell,  W.  R 

*Green 

Pairs. 

For. 

Against. 

Carn  cross 

Buchanan 

Kelly, 

W. 

Te  Ao 

Pere. 

Stoat. 

Majority  for,  23. 

Words  retained,  and  clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. — "  (1.)  The  articles  in  which  spirit 

a  necessary  ingredient,  permitted  to  be  manu- 
factured in  any  warehouse  or  place  of  security 
approved  and  appointed  under  section  twenty- 
six  of  '  The  Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act, 
1882 '  (hereinafter  called  '  manufacturing  ware- 
house '),  shall  be  limited  to  such  of  the  follow- 
ing articles  as  are  made  in  accordance  with 
formulae  approved  by  the  Commissioner,  that  is 
to  say:  Perfumed  spirit,  spirituous  prepara- 
tions for  the  toilet,  and  culinary  or  flavouring 
-essences;  and  also  to  such  of  the  following 
artioles  as  are  speoified  in  any  recognised 
pharmacopoeia,  and  made  in  accordance  with 
.formulas  laid  down  therein,  that  is  to  say : 
Tinctures,  essences,  extracts,  and  medioinal 
•  spirits. 

"  (2.)  Before  delivery  from  any  manufac- 
turing warehouse,  there  shall  be  paid  to  and 
for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty  a  duty  on  such 
articles  in  accordance  with  the  following  scale, 
»*that  is  to  say : — 

"On  perfumed  spirit:  Twenty  shillings  the 
liquid  gallon. 

"  On  toilet  preparations  which  are  subject  to 
sixteen  shillings  the  liquid  gallon  on  im- 


portation:  Twelve  shillings  the  liquid 
gallon. 
"  On  toilet  preparations  which  are  subject  to 
twenty-five  per  centum  duty  on  importa- 
tion :  Six  shillings  the  liquid  gallon. 
"  On  culinary  and  flavouring  essences :  Twelve 

shillings  the  liquid  gallon. 
14  On  all  such  pharmacopoeia  tinctures,  es- 
sences, extracts,  and  medicinal  spirits  as 
contain  more  than  fifty  per  centum  of 
proof  spirit :  Ninepence  the  pound. 
"  On  all  such  pharmacopoeia  tinctures,  es- 
sences, extracts,  and  medicinal  spirits  as 
contain  less  than  fifty  per  centum  of 
proof  spirit:    Fourpenoe-halfpenny  the 
pound. 
"  (8.)  The  Commissioner  may  prohibit  the 
manufacture  of  any  article  included  under  the 
foregoing  headings  if,  in  his  judgment,  such 
manufacture    is  detrimental   to   the    revenue 
derived  from  the  duty  on  spirits." 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  that  the  duties  mentioned 
in  the  clause  on  the  perfumed  spirits  were  all 
new.  He  moved,  That  the  duty  on  perfumed 
spirits  be  10s.  the  liquid  gallon,  in  order  to  test 
the  question  of  reducing  all  the  duties  set  forth 
in  the  clause  by  one-half. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  hoped  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  not  agree  to  the  amendment. 
This  matter  had  given  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
and  there  was  a  perfectly  justifiable  reason  for 
the  duties  proposed  by  the  Government.  In 
practice  it  was  found  that  the  spirits  referred 
to  were  imported  by  dishonourable  importers, 
and  sold  by  them  as  ordinary  proof  spirit.  They 
thus  got  the  benefit  of  the  lower  rate  of  duty. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  the  report  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  contained  sufficient  material 
to  enable  the  House  to  form  an  opinion  on  this 
question.  It  was  quite  clear  that  there  was  an 
absolute  necessity  for  the  course  proposed. 

Mr.  COLLINS  agreed  with  the  report  of  the 
Tariff  Commission,  that  they  should  endea- 
vour to  prevent  fraud  in  these  matters ;  but 
he  thought  the  complaints  were  almost  en- 
tirely confined  to  manufacturers  in  the  South 
Island.  If  this  proposal  were  carried  out  it 
would  materially  affeot  important  industries 
in  the  North  Island,  where,  he  understood, 
no  such  ca8es  as  had  been  reported  had  taken 
place. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  the  excise  duties  on 
artioles  in  whioh  there  were  the  necessary  in- 
gredients referred  to  in  the  schedule  had  been 
fixed  at  &>  per  cent,  as  nearly  as  possible  on  the 
import  duty  on  similar  articles.  Hitherto  the 
spirits  used  in  the  manufactures  in  bond  had 
been  free,  and  on  imported  spirits  the  duty  was 
£1  Is.  per  gallon.  The  article  manufactured 
from  the  spirits  was  undeniably  a  luxury,  and 
luxuries  ought  to  contribute  something  to  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  The  tinctures  the 
honourable  member  had  not  referred  to  were 
formerly  subjeot  to  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  The  import  duty  was  now  fixed  at  Is. 
per  pound  on  tinctures  containing  over  50  per 
cent,  of  proof  spirit,  and  at  6d.  per  pound  on 
those  containing  less.  The  excise  rates  were 
fixed  at  25  per  cent,  less  than  those  amounts. 
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The  duty  asked  for  by  some  manufacturers  was 
60  per  cent.,  and  another  deputation  which  had 
waited  upon  him  urged  that  it  should  be  only 
S3  per  cent.  The  Government  had  therefore 
fixed  the  duty  at  the  present  rate  at  an  equiva- 
lent of  25  per  cent.,  seeing  that  there  was  a 
■difference  of  opinion  between  the  manufac- 
turers themselves.  It  was  the  department's  ex- 
perience that  this  particular  class  of  business 
required  considerable  oversight  and  watching. 
They  should  either  give  effect  to  the  proposals 
contained  in  the  Bill  or  else  abolish  the  duty 
-altogether.  He  might  say  that  the  complaints 
were  not  confined  to  the  South  Island  manu- 
facturers. There  were  firms  in  the  North 
Island  who  were  carrying  on  similar  practices. 

Major  STEWARD  said  that  important  evi- 
dence was  given  before  the  Tariff  Commission 
by  one  of  the  senior  Customs  officers  in  Dun- 
edin.  In  the  proposals  in  the  Bill  the  Govern- 
ment had  very  fairly  met  the  case.  Evidence 
was  given  that  hundreds  of  gallons  of  an  article 
-called  "  tincture  of  larch  "  were  being  manufac- 
tured in  bond.  This  article  was  not  required 
for  medicinal  purposes,  but  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  a  large  quantity  of  the  tinc- 
ture in  thiB  spirit  could  be  discharged,  and 
that  the  alcohol  could  be  afterwards  used.  The 
tincture  came  in  at  about  a  quarter  of  the  duty 
which  it  ought  to  pay  as  a  spirit,  and  reasons 
were  distinctly  shown  to  the  Commission  why 
some  restriction  should  be  placed  upon  the 
privilege  of  manufacturing  such  tinctures  in 
bond.  He  was  afraid  that  very  improper  pro- 
ceedings in  connection  with  the  manufacture 
had  taken  place  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  WARD  intended  to  propose  that  the  duty 
should  come  into  operation  at  the  end  of  Feb- 
ruary next.  It  was  one  of  the  difficulties  in 
connection  with  altering  the  tariff  that  a  great 
number  of  ingredients  that  were  used  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacture  were  kept  in  stock 
in  order  to  make  up  the  various  articles.  In 
altering  the  tariff  he  did  not  want  to  seriously 
injure  any  one  carrying  on  business,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  from  representations  made,  that 
it  was  only  right  that  before  the  tariff  came 
into  operation  an  opportunity  should  be  given 
to  these  people  of  clearing  their  existing  stocks. 

Mr.  COLLINS  would  be  the  last  to  object  to 
steps  being  taken  to  prevent  nefarious  practioes 
in  connection  with  Che  Customs  revenue,  and 
he  would  like  to  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer  if 
the  proposal  of  the  member  for  Auckland  City 
to  reduce  the  duty  by  one-half  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  check  the  traders  who  were  guilty 
of  this  practice.  It  was  desirable  that  they 
should  encourage  the  industry  now  springing 
up — the  manufacture  of  perfumery— as  it  gave 
-considerable  employment  to  labour.  He  hoped 
the  duty  would  not  be  made  prohibitory  to  the 
manufacturers  interested. 

Mr.  ALLEN  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
T.  H.  Ellis  on  behalf  of  the  Auckland  per- 
fumery manufacturers,  who  regretted  that  no 
-expert  evidence  was  given  on  this  matter  before 
the  Tariff  Commission. 
~  Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  given  in 
Dunedin. 


Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  letter  pointed  out  that 
this  excessive  extra  duty  would  kill  the  in- 
dustry. Surely  that  would  be  a  wrong  thing 
to  do,  as  it  was  not  an  industry  it  was  desirable 
to  injure.    The  letter  was  as  follows : — 

"  It  is  respectfully  pointed  out  that  the  pre- 
sent rates  of  excise  duty  are  excessive,  and 
must  have  the  effect  of  killing  the  local  indus- 
try of  the  manufacture  of  perfumery,  culinary 
essences,  Ac 

"This  industry  has  now  attained  consider- 
able proportions,  and  if  allowed  to  exist  (which 
depends  solely  upon  moderate  excise  duty — say, 
48.  gallon)  will  contribute  considerable  revenue 
to  Government.  Its  discontinuance  will  be  a 
loss  to  the  revenue,  inasmuch  as  the  bulk  of 
the  class  of  goods  manufactured  under  past 
favourable  spirit  privileges  will  cease  to  be  sold 
in  New  Zealand,  for  they  could  not  be  im- 
ported to  sell  at  the  price. 

"  Particularly  does  this  apply  to  perfumery. 
There  is  now  in  New  Zealand  a  large  demand 
for  perfumery  for  the  poorer  classes,  principally 
eau-de-Cologne  and  lavender-water.  Now,  the 
duty  on  imported  perfumery  is  £1 10s.  per  gallon, 
equivalent  to  2Jd.  per  ounce.  Never  mind 
how  high-priced  an  imported  perfume  may  be, 
it  is  not  taxed  beyond  this  amount.  The  duty 
is  on  the  bulk,  not  on  the  value.  The  excise 
duty  proposed  is  £1  per  gallon. 

"  At  the  first  glance  this  id  an  advantage  in 
favour  of  the  local  manufacturer  of  50  per  cent. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  this  is  not  so,  and  for 
this  reason  :  The  locally-manufactured  article, 
while  of  good  quality,  is  of  much  greater  bulk 
than  the  imported.  Take  the  locally-manu- 
factured lavender-water.  It  is  put  up  in  2oz., 
4oz.,  and  larger- sized  bottles.  For  the  sake  of 
comparison  take  the  4oz.  size :  the  excise  duty 
on  this  would  be  6s.  per  dozen.  Now,  as  such 
a  line  will  only  be  in  demand  if  it  can  be  sold 
retail  at  9d.  to  Is.  (at  which  it  has  been  in  the 
past),  it  is  apparent  that  with  such  an  enor- 
mous excise  duty  the  manufacture  cannot  be 
continued.  With  a  reasonable  excise  duty  it 
would  be  continued,  and  the  revenue  benefit 
accordingly. 

"It  is  estimated  that  the  two  northern 
manufacturers  of  perfumes  would,  alone,  con- 
tribute some  £1,000  per  annum  to  the  revenue 
if  the  latter  course  be  adopted. 

44  It  is  shown  that  locally-manufactured  per- 
fumery is  taxed  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
import  duty,  and  your  kind  consideration  is 
accordingly  desired. 

"T.  H.  Ellis, 
44  On  behalf  of  the  Perfumery  Manu- 
facturers of  Auckland. 

44  Operation  of  Proposed  Duties. 

44  Import  duty  on  imported  perfumery,  which 
is  usually  high-priced :  Say,  one  dozen  loz.  size, 
selling  in  New  Zealand  at  £2  2s.  per  dozen 
wholesale  and  5s.  per  bottle  retail — one  dozen 
loz.  at  £1 10s.  per  gallon = for  duty,  2s.  3d.  per 
dozen. 

44  Excise  duty :  One  dozen  4oz.  locally-manu- 
faotured  lavender-water,  selling  in  New  Zealand 
at  8s.  per  dozen  wholesale  and  Is.  per  bottle 
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retail =1  dozen  4oz.  at  £1  per  gallon = lor  excise 
duty,  6s.  per  dozen." 

They  should  foster  local  industries,  but  it 
seemed  to  him  that  this  duty  was  protection 
upside  down. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  did  not  know  that  there 
was  any  reason  for  the  stigma  which  had  been 
placed  upon  the  manufacturers  of  perfumes.  It 
was  quite  true  that  the  Tariff  Commission  had 
heard  about  it,  but  it  was  also  quite  true  that 
whatever  had  been  done  by  the  manufacturers 
had  been  done  under  the  very  noses  of  the 
Customs  officers.  The  manufacture  had  been 
oarried  on  in  bond,  and  by  direction  of  the 
authorities. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— No. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said,  so  far  as  he  had  been 
able  to  acquire  the  information  in  Auckland,  it 
was  an  absolute  fact  that  nothing  wrong  had 
been  done,  or,  if  anything  wrong  had  been  done, 
it  had  taken  place  under  a  misunderstanding. 
That  being  the  case,  the  assertion  should  not  be 
made  in  that  House  that  there  had  been  deli- 
berate attempts  at  fraud.  It  was  his  duty  to 
protect  the  character  of  tradesmen  when  it  was 
absolutely  proved  nothing  wrong  was  going  on. 
To  impose  a  duty  of  £1  per  gallon  on  an  article 
that  had  hitherto  been  admitted  free  was  a  very 
serious  matter,  as  the  advanced  price  of  the 
spirits  would  put  a  stop  to  the  manufacture  of 
the  tinctures. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  quite  agreed  that,  if 
there  was  any  sharp  practice  in  connection 
with  this  question,  involving  loss  to  the  Cus- 
toms Department,  it  must  be  put  a  stop  to ; 
but  he  ventured  to  say  that  in  the  North  they 
had  not  heard  of  anything  of  the  sort.  There 
was  no  question,  to  his  mind,  that  the  effect  of 
the  proposed  duties  would  be  to  shut  up  an 
industry  they  had  in  Auckland.  He  had  that 
upon  the  assurance  of  the  person  interested. 
At  the  same  time,  he  felt  somewhat  grateful 
to  the  Treasurer  for  having  said  that  the  time 
would  be  extended  to  February  before  the  new 
duties  would  oome  into  operation. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  question  was,  Did  not 
the  duties  imposed  give  a  sufficiency  of  margin 
for  the  carrying-on  of  these  trades?  One 
reason,  among  others,  for  putting  this  duty  on 
was  this :  The  experience  of  the  department 
showed  that  the  locally-made  article  had  been 
put  up  and  sold  in  the  oolony  as  being  the  im- 
ported article.  Honourable  members  would  at 
once  see  that  to  that  extent  the  Government 
lost  the  duty  entirely  on  the  English  article. 
His  opinion  was  that  it  was  necessary  to  levy 
what  might  be  termed  a  fair  rate  upon  these 
articles.  He  thought,  himself,  that  that  was 
probably  a  debatable  point.  The  amount  fixed 
in  the  Bill  had  been  inserted  after  really  calm 
deliberation  on  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  if  it  was  possible  to  reduce 
these  duties  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  done. 
He  believed  that  most  of  these  perfumed 
spirits,  toilet  preparations,  and  essences  and 
extracts  were  all  very  useful  articles  of  house- 
hold use, — that  they  were  somewhat  important 
industries  in  Auckland,  for  instance ;  and  it 
would  be  a  matter  very  much  to  be  regretted 
Mr.  Allen 


if  these  industries,  which  employed  a  consider- 
able  number  of  bands,  were  injured  by  the 
Imposition  of  new  duties.  He  did  not  say  that 
the  duties  proposed  were  of  a  very  extreme 
character,  but  he  believed  they  might  be  modi* 
fied  without  any  disadvantage  to  the  revenue. 
If  the  Treasurer  imposed  duties  of  a  heavy 
character  upon  preparations  of  this  nature,  the 
probability  was  that  it  would  lead  to  a  very 
muoh  diminished  consumption.  They  knew, 
for  instance,  that  lavender-water  was  sold  in 
Wellington  at  a  very  low  rate,  and  to  his  know- 
ledge, in  consequence  of  the  low  price,  it  had 
come  very  largely  into  common  consumption. 
If  increased  duties  were  imposed  of  course,  the 
consumption  would  be  very  much  diminished. 
With  regard  to  the  evidence  on  these  matters 
obtained  by  the  Tariff  Commission,  he  had 
looked  over  it,  and  could  only  find  that  they 
had  taken  the  evidence  of  one  individual — an 
herbalist  in  Dunedin.  Of  course,  such  evidenoe- 
could  not  be  taken  as  a  complete  guide  in 
relation  to  this  subject.  He  was  very  much 
inclined  to  sympathize  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Button)  in  his 
proposal  to  reduce  the  duties  now  proposed. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said,  this  being  the  first  item  of 
taxation  in  the  Tariff  Bill,  he  desired  to  get  the 
ruling  of  the  Chairman  as  to  whether  the  Com- 
mittee had  the  power  to  substitute  any  other 
item  for  those  which  appeared  in  the  schedule. 
According  to  May,  it  appeared  that  they  oould 
not  impose  taxation  unless  such  taxation  waa 
in  substitution  of  or  equivalent  to  the  taxa- 
tion submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  that  that  could  not 
be  done  in  Committee  on  the  Bill,  but  it- 
might  have  been  done  in  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  desired  to  state,  in 
answer  to  a  remark  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Master  ton,  that  the  Committee  took 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Kempthorne — one  of  the 
leading  chemists  of  the  colony — and  they  also 
had  other  evidence  bearing  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  MILLAR  might  say  that  he  raised  the 
point  which  he  had  just  alluded  to  when  the 
House  was  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  he  was  then  told  that  it  would  not  be  in 
order  to  substitute  one  item  for  another. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  must  rule  that  such 
amendments  oould  not  be  moved  in  Committee 
on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  members  had  not 
lightly  made  charges  regarding  improper  prac- 
tices on  the  part  of  certain  importers.  They 
had  it  in  evidence,  and  it  was  within  his  own 
knowledge,  that  one  man  passed  spirits  through 
without  paying  the  right  Customs  duty,  and  he 
sold  it  as  ordinary  spirits.  What  he  used  to  do- 
was  to  put  a  little  essence  of  lemon  into  the 
proof  spirits,  and  then  he  wanted  to  pay  25  per 
oent.  on  it  instead  of  16s.  per  gallon.  Then, 
they  had  the  testimony  of  the  officers  of  the 
department  on  the  point.  Let  any  person  care- 
fully read  the  report  of  the  Tariff  Commission : 
and,  then,  the  Commission  had  the  confidential 
information  on  this  point. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.]         Customs  and  Excise         [HOUSE.] 


Dicties  Bill. 


401 


The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
" That  the  word  'twenty*  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Ayes,  30. 

Buddo  Mackenzie,  T.  Smith,  G.  J. 

Buick  Maslin  Stevens 

Cadman  McGowan  Steward 

Garnell  MoKenzie,  J.  Tanner 

Carroll  MoKenzie,  R.  Thompson,  R. 

Duncan  McLachlan  Ward 

Earnshaw  Meredith  Willis. 

Flatman  Mills  Tellers. 

Graham  Montgomery  Morrison 

Hutchison,  W.  Seddon  Pinkerton. 
Larnach 


Allen 

Bell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Houston 


Noes,  28. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 
Lawry 
Massey 
McGuire 
McNab 
Miliar 
Mitohelson 
Newman 
Parata 


Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Thompson,  T. 
Wilson. 

Tellers, 
Button 
Hogg. 


For. 
Carncross 
Mackintosh 
Pere. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Stout 

Hutchison,  G. 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  3. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  "  twenty "  re- 
tained. 

"  On  toilet  preparations,  which  are  subject 
to  sixteen  shillings  the  liquid  gallon  on  impor- 
tation :  Twelve  shillings  the  liquid  gallon.1' 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  Twelve,"  with  the  view  of  inserting  "  Six." 

Mr.  CROWTHER  desired  to  impress  upon 
the  Committee  that  this  duty  would  inflict  a 
great  hardship,  especially  upon  the  smaller 
men,  though  those  who  manufactured  large 
quantities  might  do  with  it.  The  difference 
was  too  great,  and  the  manufacture  in  small 
quantities  would  not  pay. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  would  have  had  pleasure 
in  following  his  colleague  and  speaking  on 
the  question,  but,  as  it  was  plain  members  had 
made  up  their  minds,  the  best  thing  to  do  was 
to  vote." 

Mr.  DUNCAN  understood  there  was  great 
difficulty  about  this  duty; — that  in  the  past 
spirits  had  been  adulterated  and  then  purified. 
The  duty  now  imposed  was  little  enough. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  word  'Twelve'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 


Ayes,  38. 

Buddo 

Graham 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Buick 

Hall-Jones 

MoKenzie,  R 

Cadman 

Hutchison,  W. 

McLachlan 

Carnell 

Larnach 

MoNab 

Carroll 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Mills 

Duncan 

Mackintosh 

Montgomery 

Earnshaw 

Maslin 

Morrison 

Flatman 

McGowan 
VOL.  XG.-25. 

Pinkerton 

Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Steward 

Collins 

Crowther 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall 

Harris 


Houston 
Kelly,  J.  W. 


Thompson,  R. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Noes,  24. 
Lang 
Lawry 
Massey 
McGuire 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
Parata 
Pirani 


Tellers. 
Meredith 
Tanner. 


Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Thompson,  T. 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Button. 


For. 
Carncross 
Pere 
Reeves. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Te  Ao 
Stout 
Duthie. 


Majority  for,  9. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  "  Twelve "  re- 
tained. 

"  On  toilet  preparations  which  are  subject  to 
twenty-five  per  centum  duty  on  importation: 
Six  shillings  the  liquid  gallon." 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  strike  out "  Six,"  with 
a  view  to  inserting  "Four." 

Amendment  negatived,  and  "Six"  retained. 

"  On  culinary  and  flavouring  essences :  Twelve 
shillings  the  liquid  gallon." 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  strike  out  "Twelve," 
with  the  view  to  inserting  "  Six." 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  the  Treasurer 
to  Rive  a  little  information.  He  found  that 
essences  imported  hitherto  paid  15  per  cent., 
and  were  now  to  pay  16s.  per  gallon,  while 
those  made  in  the  colony  were  to  pay  12s.  only. 
Was  it  the  case  that  those  made  in  the  colony 
had  hitherto  paid  nothing  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said,  then  they  were 
now  to  be  charged  12s.  a  gallon  instead  of  pay- 
ing nothing  as  before.  They  only  got  a  con- 
cession of  48.  These  things  stood  on  an  entirely 
different  footing  from  those  the  Committee  had 
been  dealing  with,  which  were  more  matters 
of  luxury,  but  these  culinary  and  flavouring 
essences  interfered  with  the  industries  of  the 
country.      N 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  what  was  the  differ- 
ence between  the  old  15  per  cent,  and  what  was 
now  proposed. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  what  he  was  now  pro- 
posing was  equal  to  a  25-per-cent.  duty. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  these  essences 
were  manufactured  in  the  colony,  but  there 
was  no  duty  on  them  at  all.  Those  essences 
imported  were  to  pay  16s.  a  gallon  instead  of 
15s. — an  increase  of  Is.  on  the  imported  artiole, 
while  12s.  was  placed  on  the  local  manufacture. 
This  was  what  was  called  protection. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer was  doing  the  proper  thing.  He  thought 
4s.  a  gallon  was  ample  protection — the  differ- 
ence between  12s.  and  16s.  The  local  manu- 
facturer got  4s.  off  the  tariff,  and  he  thought 
that  was  ample.  It  was  time  these  twopenny- 
halfpenny  industries  were  swept  out  altogether. 
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The   Committee   divided    on  the   question, 
4  That  *  Twelve '  stand  part  of  the  clause.'1 


Ayes,  30. 

Buddo 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Buick 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Cadman 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Cam  ell 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  R. 

Tanner 

Duncan 

McLachlan 

Ward 

Earnshaw 

Mills 

Willis. 

Flatman 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Graham 

Morrison 

Meredith 

Larnach 

Pinkerton 

Thompson,  R. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Noes,  28. 

Allen 

Hogg 

Parata 

Bell 

Houston 

Pirani 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  W. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Collins 

Lang 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther 

Lawry 

Thompson,  T. 

Fraser 

Massey 

Wilson. 

Oreen 

McGuire 

Hall 

McNab 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Mitohelson 

Button 

Harris 

Newman 
Pairs. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

For 

Against. 

Carncross                    Stout 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Reeves. 

Duthie. 

Majority  for, 

2. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  "Twelve"  re- 
tained. 

41  On  all  such  pharmacopoeia  tinctures,  es- 
sences, extraots,  and  medicinal  spirits  as  con- 
tain more  than  fifty  per  centum  of  proof  spirit : 
Ninepence  the  pound. 

"  On  all  such  pharmacopoeia  tinctures,  es- 
sences, extracts,  and  medicinal  spirits  as  con- 
tain less  than  fifty  per  centum  of  proof  spirit : 
Fourpence-halfpenny  the  pound." 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  strike  out  "  Nine- 
pence,"  with  the  view  of  inserting  "  Sixpence." 

Mr.  PIRANI  would  like  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  explain  his  reasons  for  moving 
these  amendments. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  it  was  unnecessary  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  any  further  reasons. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  appeared  to  be  the 
only  person  who  could  convince  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  if  he  (Mr.  Button)  could  have 
convinced  the  Colonial  Treasurer  there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  for  his  moving  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  objected  to  the  honourable 
.member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw)  re- 
ferring to  this  business  in  Auckland  as  a  two- 
penny-halfpenny one.  £20,000  was  invested  in 
it.  Several  thousands  had  been  spent  on  ma- 
chinery and  plant,  and  thousands  were  paid 
annually  in  wages.  He  could  show  the  honour- 
able member  at  St.  Ann's  Bridge  a  three- story 
factory  which  employed  a  very  large  number  of 
hands.  In  his  opinion  the  difference  between 
.12s.  and  16s.  would  not  enable  them  to  compete 


against  the  imported  article.  Factory-hands 
in  this  colony  worked  forty- eight  hours  a  week. 
In  the  places  with  which  they  had  to  compete 
they  worked  sixty  and  sixty-six  hours,  and  re- 
ceived a  third  less  wages,  and  it  was  therefore 
a  very  fair  conclusion  that  local  industry  could 
not  compete  against  them  on  the  comparison 
of  12s.  and  16s. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  did  not  believe  there  was 
a  three-story  factory  in  New  Zealand  devoted 
to  the  mixing  of  tinctures.  It  was  not  a  manu- 
facture in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term.  The 
essences  were  simply  imported  and  mixed.  If 
we  distilled  the  essences  from  our  own  flowers 
it  would  be  different,  but  it  was  not  for  the 
good  of  the  country  to  heavily  protect  an  in- 
dustry of  this  kind. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  industry  referred  to  was 
likely  to  become  of  great  importance  if  properly 
encouraged  and  fostered.  Under  the  existing 
tariff,  spirits  intended  for  the  manufacture  of 
perfumes,  et  cetera,  were  admitted  free,  and 
under  that  free  tariff  the  industry  had  taken 
root  and  grown  considerably  in  Auckland.  In 
view  of  the  oircular  from  Auckland  which  had 
been  received,  they  were  not  warranted  in  put- 
ting on  this  duty.  They  should  consider  not 
only  the  individuals  working  in  the  factory, 
but  the  number  of  farmers  and  gardeners  who 
were  likely  to  be  indirectly  benefited.  There 
was  no  reason  why  we  should  not  use  our  own 
herbs  and  flowers  instead  of  those  grown  in 
the  south  of  France.  Essence  of  lemon,  which 
was  used  in  every  household,  was  prepared 
from  articles  produced  in  our  own  soil  and 
grown  largely  in  Auckland,  and  it  was  not 
simply  the  people  employed  in  the  factory  that 
the  honourable  member  was  making  a  deadly 
blow  at,  but  he  was  assailing  an  industry  of 
great  importance  to  agriculturists. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  the  Tariff  Commission 
was  not  able  to  find  any  such  industry  in  exist- 
ence in  the  colony,  and  it  was  well  known  that 
there  were  many  industries  which  were  claimed 
to  be  in  existence  that  could  not  be  found.  In 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion it  was  stated  that  practically  no  attempt 
had  ever  been  made  here  to  distill  perfume 
from  flowers,  and  that  was  the  excuse  made 
when  this  concession  was  granted.  He  could 
tell  the  House  that  there  was  an  industry  that, 
according  to  evidence  adduced,  mixed  116  gal- 
lons of  spirits  with  a  few  drops  of  chloroform, 
and  it  was  put  through  bond  and  sold  to  the 
public. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  it  was  well  known 
that  some  of  the  largest  industries  in  the  Old 
Country  had  sprung  from  very  small  beginnings 
—much  smaller  than  this  Sharland  Company 
in  Auckland.  That  business  in  Auckland  did 
a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  mixing  one  material 
with  another.  They  had  got  a  large  amount 
of  sulphur  from  the  Rotorua  district,  and  they 
were  now  manufacturing  sulphuric  acid  and 
other  things.  Honourable  members  must  look 
outside  their  own  districts ;  and,  while  allow- 
ing the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  get  his  revenue, 
they  must  do  so  without  crippling  industries  in 
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this  young  country.  He  believed  there  had 
been  a  good  deal  of  dodgery  in  connection  with 
these  perfumes.  There  had  been  some  mixing 
with  chloroform  and  getting  it  out  of  bond, 
putting  it  through  a  refining  process,  and  then 
selling  it ;  and  he  did  not  believe  in  that  kind 
of  thing.  He  considered  this  a  prohibitory 
duty,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  carried. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  the  duty  was  alto- 
gether too  excessive.  It  was  not  absolutely 
necessary  that  they  should  eat  their  food  with- 
out pepper  or  salt,  or  any  of  these  condiments 
or  flavouring,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  reduced 
to  2d.     He  thought  that  would  be  a  fair  rate. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  did  not  believe  there 
was  one  member  in  the  House  who  cared  whe- 
ther the  duty  was  raised  or  lowered  upon  per- 
fumery, and  he  was  disgusted  with  this  waste 
of  time.  They  had  seen  duties  placed  on  cloth- 
ing, boots,  and  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  there 
had  been  hardly  a  word  said  about  it,  while  on 
essences  and  perfumery  they  took  up  hours  of 
-debate. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton  showed  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  Auckland  works.  With  regard. to 
■cement,  if  any  industry  oould  be  called  a 
legitimate  industry  it  was  an  industry  that 
took  lime  and  coal  from  the  pits,  and  that 
used  coke  from  Auckland  for  the  manufacture 
of  cement.  The  bulk  of  the  coke  used  in 
Dunedin  came  from  Auckland.  The  works 
there  had  spent  about  £20,000  on  their  plant, 
•and  paid  £6,000  a  year  in  wages.  £6,000  a  year 
was  paid  to  the  railways  for  carrying  cement 
and  coal ;  10s.  to  6s.  a  day  was  paid  to  em- 
ployes. In  this  perfumery  industry  they  simply 
employed  a  few  boys  and  girls  bottling  a  sub- 
stance that  came  from  other  countries. 

Mr.  Button's  amendment,  to  reduce  from  9d. 
to  6d.,  negatived. 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
■  "Fourpence -half penny,"  with  the  view  of  in- 
serting "  Threepence  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  31. 

Buddo 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Gad  man 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Carnell 

McKenzie,  R. 

Steward 

Carroll 

MoLachlan 

Tanner 

Duncan 

Meredith 

Thompson,  R 

Earnshaw 

Millar 

Ward 

Flatman 

Mills 

Willis. 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Montgomery 

Joyce 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Reeves 

Graham 

Maslin 

Seddon 
Noes,  31. 

Pinkerton. 

Allen 

Green 

Kelly,  W. 

Bell 

Hall 

Lang 

Buiok 

Hall-Jones 

Lawry 

Collins 

Harris 

Massey 

Crowthor 

Hogg 

McGuire 

Duthie 

Houston 

McNab 

Eraser 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Mitchelson 

Morrison  Russell,  W.  R.  Tellers. 

Pirani  Smith,  E.  M.     Button 

O'Regan  Thompson,  T.    Newman, 

Russell,  G.  W.  Wilson 

Pairs. 


For. 

Against* 

Cam  cross 

Stout 

Larnach 

Buchanan 

Mackintosh 

Hutchison,  G 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

The  Chairman  gave  his  casting-vote  in. 
favour  of  the  "  Noes." 
Words  struck  out. 

On  the  question,  That  "  Threepence  "  be  in- 
serted, 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  took  no  exception  to  this 
reduction,  but  in  consequence  of  it  he  con- 
sidered that  it  would  be  necessary  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  the  former  class,  which  contained 
more  than  50  per  cent,  of  proof  spirits,  from 
9d.  to  6d.  The  two  duties,  in  fairness,  ought  to 
be  proportionate. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  thought,  if  they  were 
to  go  back  to  one  class  which  had  been  passed, 
they  ought  to  go  back  to  all  the  others  as  well, 
and  reduce  them  in  proportion.  Logically  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  agree  to  that ; 
otherwise  it  would  not  be  just. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  Treasurer's  proposed  reduction  from  9d.  to 
6d.  the  pound  must  be  made  now,  because,  as 
the  amendment  stood,  medicinal  spirits  con- 
taining less  than  50  per  cent,  would  pay  3d.  per 
pound,  and  spirits  over  50  per  cent,  would  pay 
yd.,  or  three  times  as  much.  A  spirit  of  49  per 
cent,  would  pay  3d.,  and  one  of  51  per  cent, 
would  be  taxed  9d.,  or  three  times  as  much. 
Consequently  all  spirits  would  pass  out  below 
50  per  cent,  and  none  above,  and  no  nine- 
penny  revenue  would  be  collected  at  all. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  suggested  that  honourable 
members  should  be  given  an  opportunity  of 
voting  again  on  the  other  duties  that  had  been 
passed  in  previous  clauses. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  took  it  that,  after  the 
admission  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  just 
made,  some  of  them  had  been  voting  wrongly 
all  the  time.  He  took  the  admission  to  mean 
that  all  these  excise  duties  were  too  high,  and 
if  they  went  back  on  one  they  should  go  back 
on  the  lot.  If  that  opportunity  were  given  he 
would  vote  against  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Committee 
had  been  slightly  carried  away  by  a  few  speeches 
from  those  who  knew  absolutely  nothing  about 
the  question.  The  Tariff  Commission  had 
been  told  that  the  system  of  admitting  these 
tinctures  and  essences  for  the  benefit  of  these 
industries  led  to  unparalleled  swindles  in  the 
colony,  and  to  the  revenue  being  vastly  de- 
frauded. As  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw)  had  pointed  out, 
these  were  really  not  local  industries  at  all, 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term.  They  im- 
ported the  essences  and  tinctures,  and  merely 
put  them  up  in  bottles  in  the  colony.  If  the 
House  was  going   to   pass   legislation   in   the 
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face  of  the  opinion  from  the  department  that 
systematic  swindling  was  going  on,  and  that 
the  revenue  of  the  colony  was  steadily  suffer- 
ing to  the  extent  of  £5,000  per  annum  by  this 
system,  they  were  nob  doing  what  was  just  to 
the  country. 

Mr.  .CROWTHER  said  that  this  industry 
employed  thousands  of  hands,  and  yet  they 
proposed  to  kill  it.  It  had  been  stated,  also, 
that  certain  malpractices  had  been  going  on,  as 
though  the  department  and  the  Treasurer  did 
not  know  what  had  been  done  in  connection 
'with  this  particular  business.  He  warned  the 
House  that  if  they  did  anything  to  destroy 
that  industry  a  large  number  of  men  would 
be  thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed. 
It  was  a  great  pity  that  just  when  the  thing 
was  being  made  a  success  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  smother  it  by  means  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  had  been  a  great  deal 
of  misunderstanding  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  and  he  would  state  to  the  House  what 
the  position  really  was  in  connection  with  it. 
Under  the  existing  law,  whenever  these  tinc- 
tures were  manufactured  they  had  to  be  made 
in  bond  in  the  presence  of  a  Customs  officer, 
who  was  paid  by  those  requiring  his  services  at 
the  rate  of  Is.  6d.  per  hour.  As  an  indication 
of  the  number  of  people  employed  in  the  in- 
dustry, he  might  say  that  the  whole  sum  paid 
for  twelve  months  for  the  whole  colony  for 
the  services  of  the  Customs  officers  amounted 
to  only  £28:  that  showed  that  thousands  of 
people  were  not  engaged  in  the  industry.  As 
the  best  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  he  would 
suggest,  as  the  rate  of  duty  required  to  be  a 
fair  proportion  between  the  respective  lines, 
that  the  duty  on  this  particular  item  should 
be  4d.,  and  the  duty  on  the  former  item 
might  remain  then  at  9d.  He  would  move 
accordingly. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  was  glad  to  hear  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  which 
he  hoped  the  House  would  accept.  The  House 
misunderstood  the  position,  and,  if  in  saying 
that  only  £28  was  paid  on  account  of  this  in- 
dustry for  the  services  of  the  Customs  officers, 
the  Treasurer  meant  to  indicate  that  only  a 
few  people  were  engaged  in  it,  then  that  state- 
ment was  misleading.  There  were  a  great 
many  people  engaged  in  the  industry,  which 
was  as  large  an  industry  as  many  others.  It 
had,  however,  been  found  necessary  to  intro- 
duce some  plan  to  stop  the  defrauding  of  the 
Customs  which  had  taken  place.     Under  the 

Previous  tariff  arrangements  it  was  quite  evi- 
ent  that  the  law  was  not  strong  enough  to 
prevent  improper  practices  by  persons.  The 
proposal  of  the  Treasurer  would  check  this. 
He  (Mr.  McQowan)  had  supported  the  increase 
on  this  duty,  although  it  was  a  local  industry 
that  was  affected.  He  was  just  as  much  a  Free- 
trader as  many  other  people,  but  he  considered 
that  there  were  some  articles  of  luxury,  such  as 
those  undor  discussion,  that  might  bear  a  duty. 
They  were  not  what  might  be  called  necessaries 
of  life.  They  were  luxuries,  and  could  stand  a 
duty.  He  would  go  further  and  say  that  this 
duty  would  not  kill  the  industry,  because  the 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


manufacturers  would  still  be  in  the  position 
to  go  on  steadily  in  the  future,  although  they 
would  not,  perhaps,  make  the  same  large  amount 
of  money  as  they  had  been  doing  previously 
under  an  inefficient  law. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  the  House  would  accept 
the  proposal  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
would  also  accept  the  amendment.  It  would 
cause  great  inconvenience  if,  as  suggested,  they 
were  to  go  back  upon  items  that  had  been 
passed.  These  items  had  been  agreed  to  by  a 
majority  —  in  every  case  without  the  casting- 
vote  of  the  Chairman — and  under  those  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  very  inconvenient  if 
they  did  not  give  effect  to  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority, once  expressed. 

Mr.  BUTTON  could  not  accept  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  In  all  other 
cases  they  allowed  the  raw  material  to  come  in 
at  a  reduced  rate  of  duty  in  order  to  encourage 
local  industry,  and  they  ought  to  do  so  in  this 
case  also.  He  was  very  sorry  that  certain 
persons  had  taken  advantage  of  the  concession, 
but  that  was  not  a  sufficient  reason  why  the 
whole  industry  should  suffer. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  formerly  these  tinctures 
were  charged  a  rate  of  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
The  import  duty  was  now  fixed  at  Is.  per  pound 
for  tinctures  containing  over  50  per  cent,  of 
proof  spirit,  and  6d.  per  pound  on  tinctures 
containing  less  than  50  per  cent.  The  excise 
rates  were  fixed  at  25  per  cent,  less  than  the 
proposed  import  duty,  and  surely  this  ought  to- 
be  sufficient  protection  for  those  manufacturing 
the  tinctures  in  bond.  It  gave  them  a  fair 
margin  to  work  upon.  He  should  ask  the 
House  to  fix  the  duty  at  4d. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked,  why  did  not  the  Trea- 
surer apply  the  same  proportion  to  the  case  of 
tobacco  if  he  thought  25  per  cent,  was  sufficient 
difference  between  the  manufactured  and  un- 
manufactured article?  Manufactured  tobacco 
came  in  at  8s.  6d.  per  pound,  and  the  unmanu- 
factured article  at  2s.  per  pound,  which  was  a 
much  larger  margin  of  protection  than  they 
proposed  to  fix  in  the  case  of  tinctures  manu- 
factured in  bond.  The  strongest  argument  that 
could  be  adduced  in  favour  of  the  change  pro- 
posed was,  he  thought,  the  Colonial  Treasurer's 
own  assertion. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  said  they  had  sufficient 
evidence  to  justify  them  in  putting  a  very  stiff 
duty  on  these  spirits.  He  was  quite  sure  they 
would  make  a  mistake  if  they  put  a  light  duty 
on  them. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  desired  to  point  out  to 
honourable  members  that  there  was  no  indus- 
try in  New  Zealand  that  was  protected  more 
than  25  per  cent.  With  regard  to  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  had  said 
as  to  other  industries  having  their  materials 
ready-made,  the  circumstances  were  altogether 
different. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  if  the  rate  were  an  ad 
valorem  rate  he  could  understand  that  the  25 
per  cent,  difference  would  be  quite  enough,  but 
this  would  mean  a  great  deal  less  than  25  per 
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cent.,  because  of  the  rate  being  charged  on  the 
weight  of  the  article  and  not  on  its  value. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  the  Colonial  Treasurer's 
argument  was  fallacious.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  calculating  the  difference  be- 
tween the  manufactured  article  and  one  ingre- 
dient, and  he  made  no  allowance  for  the  labour 
•expended  on  the  manufacture. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  32. 

Bell 

Houston 

Morrison 

Buick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Newman 

Button 

Kelly,  W. 

O'Began 

•Collins 

Lang 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Crowther 

Lawry 

Russell,  W.  R 

Duthie 

Massey 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Fraser 

McGuire 

Thompson,  T. 

Green 

McNab 

Wilson. 

Hall 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Mite  nelson 

Allen 

Hogg 

Montgomery 
Nobs,  29. 

Pirani. 

Buddo 

Joyce 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Seddon 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Duncan 

MoKenzie,  R. 

Steward 
Ward 

Earnshaw 

McLachlan 

Flatman 

Meredith 

Willis. 

Graham 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Parata 

McGowan 

Hutchison,  W. 

Pinkerbon 
Pairs. 

Tanner. 

For 

Agaimt. 

Buchanan                   Larnach 

Hutchison,  G.             Mackintosh 

Stout 

Cam  cross 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

Majority  for,  3. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  "  Threepence "  in- 
serted. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  the  following  new  sub- 
section : — 

14  The  duties  proposed  by  this  section  shall 
not  come  into  force  until  the  first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
six." 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  explain  the  reason  for  this  amendment.  He 
did  not  see  any  good  reason  for  delay. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  explained  earlier  in  the 
day  why  this  was  necessary.  In  connection 
with  the  ingredients  of  certain  manufactures 
-covered  by  this  clause,  there  were  portions  of 
them  now  in  the  country,  and  they  would  be 
useless  for  the  purpose  of  preparation  until 
others  were  received  to  enable  them  to  be 
worked  up.  It  appeared  that,  in  the  case  of  one 
or  two  of  the  poorer  firms,  unless  the  House 
passed  such  a  provision  those  firms  would 
become  insolvent.  This  amendment  was  pro- 
posed in  consequenoe  of  representations  made 
to  the  Government.  There  had  been  no  desire 
on  his  part  to  extend  the  time  at  all.  He  was 
anxious  not  to  extend  it,  but  after  going  into 
the  question  he  felt  that  the  course  proposed 
'was  the  proper  one  to  follow. 


Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  would  have  opposed 
these  proposals  if  he  had  thought  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  bring  down  such  a  proposal 
as  this.    He  could  not  understand  it  at  all. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  chemists  of  Christ- 
church  had  sent  in  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  they  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
1st  of  January.  If  the  Treasurer  did  not  make 
some  reasonable  limit  it  would  be  found  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru  was  en- 
tirely right,  and  that  the  whole  clause  would 
be  rendered  inoperative.  They  would  work 
night  and  day  till  that  date,  and  for  at  least 
two  or  three  years  afterwards  there  would  be 
no  revenue  collected  under  these  clauses. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  thought  it  was  evident 
there  had  been  some  skilful  lobbying,  and  that 
some  one  had  got  behind  what  had  been  done 
by  the  Committee  during  the  afternoon.  He 
took  the  same  view  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Oamaru,  and  did  not  believe  these  duties 
would  be  oppressive.  As  they  were  likely  to 
make  reductions  in  the  duties  on  clothing  and 
other  materials,  he  had  considered  it  his  duty 
to  support  the  Government  on  this  question,  so 
as  to  bo  in  a  position  to  make  reductions  else- 
where. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  agreed  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  was  making  a  mistake,  and  that  the 
concession  would  be  so  abused  that  there  would 
be  no  revenue  from  this  source  for  an  age. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  he  could  meet  the  ob- 
jection. He  had  recognised  all  along  that  by 
extending  the  time  there  was  a  possibility  of 
the  revenue  being  defeated  in  the  way  indi- 
cated. It  was,  in  his  opinion,  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  this  should  apply  to — (1),  perfumed 
spirits;  and  (4),  culinary  and  flavouring  es- 
sences. If  it  was  made  to  apply  to  these  — 
there  was  a  very  small  portion  used  in  this 
way — it  would  meet  tbe  case.  It  should  not 
apply  to  toilet  preparations  and  medicinal 
tinctures.  By  limiting  it  in  that  way  it  would 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  case ;  and  he  would 
alter  his  amendment  to  read  as  follows  :  "The 
duties  proposed  by  this  section  on  perfumed 
spirit  and  culinary  essences  shall  not  come 
into  force  until  the  first  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six."  He 
thought  that  was  reasonable,  and  could  assure 
honourable  members  that  there  had  been  no 
lobbying.  The  matter  had  been  brought  before 
him  three  weeks  ago,  and  there  had  been  very 
strong  representations  made.  He  thought  that 
would  be  a  fair  arrangement. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  he  could  assure 
members  that  the  Treasurer  had  stated  during 
the  afternoon  that  it  would  not  come  into 
operation  until  the  1st  March,  and  he  could  also 
assure  them  that  some  of  these  manufacturers 
would  in  any  case  have  to  shut  down,  and  that 
if  they  were  not  allowed  the  opportunity  of  get- 
ting rid  of  the  stocks  in  hand  they  would  be 
absolutely  ruined. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  Treasurer  had 
stated  that  the  schedule  was  based  on  25  per 
cent.  He  thought,  if  these  firms  could  not  pay 
on  a  25-per-cent.  basis,  the  sooner  they  were 
shut  up  the  better.    He  should  strongly  oppose 
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the  date  being  made  March.  He  thought  that 
February  was  far  too  distant  a  date,  and  would 
allow  these  persons  to  get  any  amount  they 
wanted  out  of  bond.  He  thought  the  duty 
should  come  into  operation  at  once,  and  he 
would  support  any  one  who  moved  in  that 
direction. 

Mr.  PIRANI  thought  that  the  Customs  De- 
partment had  not  been  sufficiently  paid  to  look 
after  this  branch  of  trade,  and  to  see  that  no 
swindling  was  carried  on.  If  an  officer  had 
been  permanently  appointed  to  look  after  this 
matter,  as  an  officer  was  appointed  to  look 
after  the  beer  duty,  he  did  not  think  there 
would  have  been  the  loss  of  revenue  that  had 
been  complained  of. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  was  surprised  at  the  turn 
matters  had  taken.  It  appeared,  from  the 
statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  that  there 
had  been  only  forty- two  hours'  inspection 
during  the  year,  not  an  hour  per  week  for  the 
whole  colony;  bo  that  scarcely  anything  had 
been  done  in  that  matter  at  all.  It  was  three 
months  to  the  1st  of  January,  and  that  should 
be  sufficient.  They  would  have  forty  days  in 
which  to  get  spirits  out,  and  then  two  months 
for  manufacturing  after  that. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked,  what  was  the 
object  of  this  clause?  He  understood  the  ob- 
ject of  imposing  the  duty  was  to  provide  reve- 
nue and  to  protect  the  revenue.  If  that  were 
the  case,  surely  a  reasonable  time— say,  to  the 
1st  January— ought  to  be  sufficient  to  enable 
these  people  to  work  off  their  stocks.  He  begged 
to  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  "  the  first  day 
of  January  "  be  inserted,  instead  of  "  the  first 
day  of  February." 

Mr.  WARD  aaid  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  the  information  which  had  been 
supplied  to  himself  he  would  do  exactly  what 
he  (Mr.  Ward)  was  doing.  The  whole  industry 
was  a  very  small  one.  Those  who  were  going 
to  be  affected  were  some  poor  men,  who  had 
embarked  all  they  had  in  this  industry.  From 
information  he  had  received  he  understood 
that  these  men  would  not  carry  on.  He  was 
perfectly  satisfied  it  would  take  these  men  all 
their  time  to  clear  themselves  out  of  the  busi- 
ness by  the  1st  February,  and  that  was  why  he 
proposed  it. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  this  Bill  was  not  intended  to  help  an 
industry  at  all,  but  to  kill  it ;  only  the  honour- 
able gentleman  proposed  that  these  people 
should  have  their  agony  prolonged  for  another 
month,  so  that  they  would  have  a  lingering 
death.  He  understood  this  was  for  the  purpose 
of  dealing  with  a  tolerably  strong  industry, 
with  regard  to  which  the  revenue  was  being 
defrauded.  He  had  been  under  the  impression 
that  the  whole  of  this  clause  dealt  with  one 
class  of  factories. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  so. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  Treasurer 
could  bring  down  a  clause  to  say  that  industries 
of  this  class  were  to  be  prohibited  from  coming 
into  existence;  but  surely  he  ought  not  to 
strangle  an  industry  by  inches,  which  appeared 
to  be  the  policy  he  was  pursuing. 
Mr.  Earnshaw 


Mr.  TANNER  did  not  think  the  House  need 
trouble  itself  whether  this  time  was  fixed  from 
the  1st  January  or  the  1st  February,  because 
if  they  went  on  at  their  present  slow  rate  the 
Bill  would  not  be  passed  by  that  time.  They 
had  been  four  or  five  hours  over  one  item  re- 
lating to  a  so-called  industry  which  had  no- 
existence  worth  naming.  In  the  small  hours  of 
the  morning,  when  members  were  tired,  whole 
pages  would  be  rushed  through  which  would 
affect  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  people 
in  the  colony,  because  members  would  be  in 
such  an  exhausted  state  as,  to  be  anxious  to  get- 
through  at  any  rate  of  speed,  and  in  any  way. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  that  if  these  were 
poor  men  who  were  engaged  in  this  industry 
they  appeared  to  have  more  influence  in  the 
House  than  these  thousands  of  people  referred 
to  by  the  last  speaker.  What  he  objected  to 
was  that  after  the  Committee  had  spent  the 
whole  afternoon,  and  after  having  close  divi- 
sions, then  by  some  back-door  influence  the 
whole  thing  was  going  to  be  cast  to  the  winds. 
If  those  excise  duties  were  going  to  have  the 
effect  of  ruining  certain  industries  they  should 
not  have  been  put  in  the  Bill  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  whole  position  had  been? 
put  quite  wrongly  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. Under9  the  clause  which  was  being  dis- 
cussed, the  honourable  gentleman  must  know 
there  were  two,  three,  and  four  other  subsec- 
tions dealing  with  a  number  of  important  sub- 
jects, in  respect  of  which  a  large  revenue  would 
be  obtained.  He  had  told  the  House  that 
afternoon  distinctly  that  it  was  intended  to 
extend  the  date  of  coming  into  operation  until 
February.  Now,  three  weeks  ago  these  people 
interviewed  him,  and  since  then  a  number  of 
reputable  people  in  Auckland  had  made  repre- 
sentations to  him  as  well,  and  those  representa- 
tions deserved  to  be  considered  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  tariff,  and  that  was  all  he  was 
trying  to  do. 

Mr.  BUTTON  hoped  the  Committee  would 
grant  the  reprieve  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
requested  for  these  poor  people. 

Question,  "That  *  the  first  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six1  be 
inserted." — Agreed  to. 

Clause  9  agreed  to. 

Clause  10.— Samples  of  artioles  may  be  taken 
from  manufacturing  warehouse. — Agreed  to. 

Clause  11. — If  articles  improperly  manu- 
factured, appointment  of  warehouse  may  be 
cancelled. — Agreed  to. 

Clause  12. — Certain  directories  to  be  ad- 
mitted free. — Agreed  to. 

Clause  13. — Incorporation  of  Act. — Agreed  to. 

Clause  14.— Operation  of  Act. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  how  the  Treasurer 
proposed  to  deal  with  those  persons  who  had 
cleared  tea  out  of  bond  since  the  resolutions 
came  down. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  as  he  had  already  ex- 
plained, it  was  not  intended  to  refund  on 
duties  already  levied,  and  no  one  would  be 
asked  to  pay  increased  duties.  But,  as  he  had 
said,  he  would  submit  the  whole  matter  to  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.    For  instance,  in* 
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connection  with  the  tea  duty  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  ask  those  who  had  cleared  tea  at  3d. 
to  refund  the  2d.  to  make  up  the  5d.,  whioh  was 
the  present  duty ;  nor  was  it  intended,  in  the 
case  of  those  who  had  cleared  goods  at  a  higher 
rate,  which  had  since  been  reduced,  to  make  a 
refund  to  them.  If  duty  had  been  paid  on 
fruit  it  would  not  be  refunded. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  moved  the  following 
new  clause :  — 

41  No  person  shall  import  into  the  colony 
any  goods  manufactured  wholly  or  in  part  by 
prison  labour,  or  whioh  have  been  made  within 
or  in  connection  with  any  prison,  gaol,  or  peni- 
tentiary. Such  goods,  if  imported,  shall,  on 
proof  that  they  are  prison-made,  be  forfeited 
to  the  Grown  and  destroyed  ;  and  any  per- 
son importing  or  causing  or  permitting  prison- 
made  goods  to  be  imported  shall  for  each 
separate  offence  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  pounds." 

The  wording  of  this  clause  was  almost  identi- 
cal with  that  in  the  Canadian  tariff.  He  would 
draw  the  honourable  gentleman's  attention  to 
the  bottom  of  page  8  of  the  Bill,  where  they 
would  see  these  words:  "In  addition  to  any 
duty  chargeable  by  law  on  any  goods  imported 
into  the  colony,  a  further  duty  of  20  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  shall  be  charged  when  the  goods  are 
prison-made."  By  this  addition  to  the  schedule 
the  Government  evidently  recognised  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  in  connection  with  prison- 
made  goods,  and  they  also  implied  that  it  was 
possible  to  distinguish  these  goods  in  some  way. 
He  went  further,  and  thought  it  would  be  ad- 
mitted that,  if  it  was  possible  to  distinguish 
them  so  as  to  be  able  to  oharge  20  per  cent,  on 
them,  we  should  go  a  step  further  and  prevent 
them  from  being  imported.  In  connection 
with  the  brush  trade,  and  other  articles,  it  was 
well  known  that  goods  made  in  the  gaols  of 
Germany  and  the  United  States  competed  with 
the  labour  of  our -own  operatives.  This  was  a 
scandal,  and  he  therefore  proposed  this  clause 
to  affirm  the  principle  that  we  should  not  allow 
our  free  labour  to  be  brought  into  competition 
with  the  prison  labour  of  other  countries. 

Mr.  WARD  would  point  out  where  the  diffi- 
culty lay.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  unless  there 
was  some  means  of  checking  at  the  port  of 
shipment  what  the  goods  were,  or  ascertaining 
whether  they  were  prison-made,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  make  either  a  20- per- cent,  or  a 
prohibitive  duty  effectual.  Anxious  as  the 
Government  were  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
prison-made  goods,  or  to  get  a  fair  duty  out 
of  them,  it  seemed  almost  impossible,  judging 
from  conversations  he  had  had  with  different 
people,  to  establish  such  a  check  as  would  en- 
able them  to  be  identified,  and  whatever  the 
House  might  do  this  difficulty  would  crop  up. 
If  prison-made  goods  were  going  to  be  sent  to 
the  colony  those  who  sent  them  would  be  able 
to  circumvent  anything  they  might  do.  He  had 
no  objection  to  making  the  duty  prohibitory. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  asked  if  the  Treasurer 
would  state  the  amount  of  prison- made  goods 
imported  at  present. 


Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  not  possible  to  do  so. 
In  the  ordinary  oourse  of  trade,  if  prison-made 
goods  were  made  in  Washington  or  New  York, 
they  did  not  come  from  the  prisons  with  the 
prison  stamp  on  them.  They  were  sold  to 
local  manufacturers,  who  did  business  with 
merchants  in  this  colony.  It  was  impossible 
to  keep  a  check  upon  them.  Other  honour- 
able members  might  have  investigated  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  would  be  glad  if  they  would  say, 
on  this  important  matter,  whether  or  not  he 
was  putting  the  case  fairly. 

Major  STEWARD  said  the  Treasurer  was 
entirely  right.  The  Commission  had  had  evi- 
dence in  Dunedin,  Auckland,  and  Wellington, 
and  several  other  plaoeB,  about  the  difficulty  in 
regard  to  prison-made  goods.  From  America 
and  Germany  not  only  brush  ware  but  other 
artioles  found  their  way  to  this  country  through 
importers  in  London,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  say  where  they  came  from.  There  might 
be  some  international  arrangement  come  to 
whereby  all  goods  made  in  prison  should  be 
marked,  but  unless  that  were  done  he  did  not 
see  how  anything  effeotual  could  be  done.  The 
question  whether  we  should  put  10  per  cent., 
or  a  prohibitive  duty,  on  did  not  matter :  the 
trouble  was  that  they  were  not  able  to  identify 
the  goods.  He  would  support  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  if  any  honourable  mem- 
ber could  show  him  that  his  proposal  was 
feasible. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  in  America  there 
was  a  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  prison-made 
goods  in  their  own  country,  and  then  Canada 
had  found  it  necessary  to  protect  herself  against 
the  United  States.  But  New  Zealand  was  not 
situated  in  the  same  way  as  Canada;  there  was 
not  the  same  necessity  to  adopt  the  drastric 
means  proposed,  and  which  would  only  defeat 
the  object  in  view.  Some  saddlery  and  mats 
were  imported  from  America,  with  a  few  other 
prison-made  goods ;  and  the  safest  way  would 
be  to  increase  the  duty  to  such  an  extent  that 
importers  then  would  not  send  their  orders. 
The  exporters  might  not  then  send  consign- 
ments. The  Government  were  as  far  as  pos- 
sible determined  to  prevent  the  competition  of 
prison-made  goods,  and  they  thought  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Treasurer  would  be  the  means  of 
doing  so. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  he  should  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton.  It  would,  at  any  rate,  give  an  indi- 
cation of  the  feeling  of  the  House.  The  25-per- 
cent, duty  proposed  by  the  Minister  was  a  farce, 
because  the  prison-made  goods  were  passed 
from  one  hand  to  another  before  they  came 
out  to  the  colony.  There  were  only  some  four 
or  five  industries  carried  on  to  a  large  extent 
in  prisons — namely,  the  making  of  brushware> 
door-mats,  saddlery,  and  boots — and  the  only 
way  these  things  could  be  kept  out  was  to  put 
an  extra  tax  on  them.  The  suggestion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Riccarton  was  better 
than  the  feeble  suggestion  of  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  it  had  been  stated  thai 
the  number  of  articles  made  in  prisons  was 
only  four  or  five.    He  would  read  to  the  Corn- 
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mi t tee  the  following  paragraph  from  Commerce 
of  the  23rd  January,  1895,  page  119  :— 

"  Mr.  C.  E.  Howard  Vincent,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Times  of  the  15th  January,  1895,  said  that 
twelve  months  ago  a  trade  journal  (the  Hard- 
wareman)  despatched  a  commissioner  to  Ger- 
many to  inquire  into  the  prison  manufactures, 
who  made  the  following  affidavit,  declaring  :  *  I 
saw  prisoners  working  upon  English  models, 
and  learned  from  the  officials  that  they  were 
turning  out  large  numbers  of  brushes,  whips, 
lamps  and  lanterns,  candlesticks,  cash-  and 
apice- boxes,  birdcages,  carpet-sweepers,  socks 
and  stocking*,  wine-bins,  chair-bedsteads,  cots, 
garden-chairs,  jackets  and  mantles,  sewing- 
machine  tables  and  covers,  slippers,  Ac.'  In 
consequence  of  this  the  Foreign  Office  directed 
inquiry  to  be  made,  and  the  result  pubished  in 
the  English  blue-books  (Commercial,  No.  8c, 
7550),  which  bears  out  the  statement  of  Mr.  J. 
Pollit,  of  the  Hardwareman.  In  Canada,  the 
United  States,  and  elsewhere,  steps  have  been 
taken  against  such  competition ;  the  only  mar- 
ket which  welcomes  these  goods,  and  takes 
them  without  inquiry,  is  England." 

This  matter  was,  in  consequence,  brought  up 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  on  investigation 
by  the  Foreign  Office  it  was  found  that  every 
statement  made  by  the  Commissioner  was 
borne  out  by  fact.  The  German  'prison-made 
goods  were  imported  into  England  in  large 
quantities,  and  thence  shipped  to  the  colonies. 
It  was  pretty  clear  that  the  New  Zealand  brush 
trade  was  dwindling  out  of  existence,  as  was 
shown  by  the  evidence  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission. Cocoanut  mats  made  in  Indian  prisons 
also  found  their  way  to  the  colonies,  as  also  did 
chairs.  If  they  prohibited  these  articles,  why 
not  also  prevent  the  importation  of  cheaply- 
made  goods  from  China  and  Japan?  If  they 
did  not,  the  cabinetmakers  of  the  colony  would 
soon  be  in  the  same  position  as  the  brush- 
makers,  for  the  competition  of  Chinese-made 
furniture  from  Melbourne  was  already  a  ground 
of  complaint.  Then,  a  great  many  of  the  monu- 
ments erected  over  the  graves  in  the  colony 
were  carved  at  the  prisons  attached  to  the 
marble-mines  in  Carrara,  and  vast  profits  were 
made  by  the  middlemen. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  the  Treasurer  had 
met  the  question  very  fairly.  He  would  read 
the  following  letter  from  a  manufacturer  in 
Dunedin : — 

"  Dunedin,  27th  June,  1895. 

41  Dear  Sir, — Re  Convict  Labour :  We  would 
again  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention 
to  an  extract  taken  from  an  American  trade 
journal,  a  copy  of  which  we  sent  you  last 
session  (the  original  we  sent  to  the  Premier), 
which  is  as  follows : — 

"  *  Laramie  Wyo  Prison  plant  enlarging  work 
has  begun  on  an  addition  to  the  broom-factory 
at  the  State  penitentiary ;  when  completed  will 
make  the  entire  building  twice  its  present  size. 
The  structure  will  be  two  stories  high ;  the 
second  story  will  be  an  extension  of  the  broom- 
factory  proper,  the  first  story  to  be  used  for 
tailor-  and  shoe-shops ;  the  work  to  be  done  by 
Mr.  Tanner 


convicts,  and  pushed  to  completion  as  speedily 
as  possible.' 

"  We  would  kindly  ask  you  to  revfew  our 
evidence  as  given  Wore  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sioners, with  the  view  of  putting  an  additional 
20  to  30  per  cent,  on  all  millet-made  brooms, 
which  are  now  made  and  imported  from 
American  and  Italian  prisons,  penitentiaries, 
and  other  asylums,  which  goods  are  at  the 
present  moment  crushing  out  our  industry, 
which,  if  stopped,  would  give  employment  to 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred 
people  in  this  colony. 

"  You  will  therefore  see  from  the  above  how 
difficult  it  is  for  local  manufacturers  to  compete 
against  this  class  of  convict  labour,  and  we 
would  ask  your  kindly  co-operation,  when  the 
tariff  question  comes  before  your  honourable 
House,  in  support  of  this  extra  tariff  on  all 
classes  of  brooms  and  brush  ware,  with  theobjeot 
of  shutting  out  these  prison-made  articles  from 
our  markets. — We  are,  sir,  &o. 

•'  W.  Earnshaw,  Esq.,  M.H.R." 

It  would  be  noticed  that  only  20  per  cent, 
was  asked,  and  therefore  he  thought  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  had  met  them  very  fairly. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  knew  of  no  instance  of  prison- 
made  brushes  or  boots  ooming  into  the  colony. 
The  brush-making  industry  in  the  colony  was 
in  a  prosperous  condition,  as  instanced  by  the 
factory  at  the  Hutt. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  believed  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Government  would  meet  the  case 
better  than  that  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ric carton.  There  was  no  doubt  that  prison- 
made  good 8  did  come  into  the  colony,  and  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  had  been  unable  to  detect  them  it 
was  not  likely  that  the  Customs  officers  would 
be  able  to  do  so.  The  Tariff  Commission  made 
every  possible  inquiry  on  this  subject,  but  they 
failed  to  get  at  any  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
question.  He  hoped  the  honourable  member 
for  Riccarton  would  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTTON  thought,  with  the  last  speaker, 
they  were  all  anxious  to  prevent  prison- made 
goods  from  coming  in,  and  the  only  difference 
was  as  to  the  best  course  to  take.  He  thought 
the  Colonial  Treasurer's  course  the  best.  The 
word 8  in  the  Canadian  Act  were  very  strange, 
for  they  applied  to  the  person  abroad  who  sent 
the  goods  as  well  as  the  person  in  the  country 
to  whom  they  were  sent.  It  was  almost  im- 
possible to  tell  whether  goods  were  prison- made 
or  not.  The  consignee  saw  merely  that  he  got 
particular  articles,  and,  notwithstanding  any 
precaution  that  he  might  have  taken,  if  they 
happened  to  have  been  manufactured  in  a 
prison  he  was  liable  to  these  penalties.  The 
honourable  member  might  just  as  well  hang 
him  at  once. 

Mr.  TANNER  said,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  £>uthie)  had  re- 
ferred to  this  most  prosperous  brush-factory  at 
the  Hutt,  he  might  inform  the  House  that  it 
was  unfortunate  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  proprietor  of  it  came  before  the  Tariff 
Commission.  His  evidence  would  be  found 
at  pages  323  to  325  of  the  Commission's  re- 
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•port.  This  gentleman,  Mr.  Charles  Trevethiok, 
placed  before  them  a  written  statement  .which 
stated, — 

" 1  want  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  im- 
ported German  brush  ware  —  not  necessarily 
imported  from  Germany  direct,  but  nearly  all 
'the  cheap  brushware  is  from  there,  through 
London  agencies,  and  I  find  it  impossible  to 
compete  against  it.  The  result  of  this  is  that, 
whereas  four  years  ago  I  was  employing  twenty- 
four  hands,  it  has  gradually  been  reduced  to 
nine." 

This  was  the  prosperous  brush- manufacturer. 
And  he  went  on  to  say, — 

"  And  if  the  industry  is  to  be  kept  going, 
there  must  bo  an  increased  duty.  I  found  it 
iar  easier  to  compete  under  the  old  tariff,  at  a 
less  protection,  than  I  do  now,  for  then  there 
was  only  the  English  market  to  compete 
■against.  I  have  been  making  inquiry  about 
this,  and  I  find  I  am  paying  in  wages,  piece- 
work, about  75  per  cent,  more  than  the  Ger- 
man regular  manufacturer,  saying  nothing  of 
the  prison  labour." 

Then  he  went  on  to  make  certain  recom- 
mendations. This,  coming  after  the  statement 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie),  would  show  in  what  measure  his 
veracity  was  to  be  tested. 

Major  STEWARD  could  not  profess  to  have 
«ny  practical  experience  in  connection  with  the 
matter,  like  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Duthie),  but  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Tanner,  had  cer- 
tainly cited  one  instance  of  the  contrary  ex- 
perience. He  himself  would  give  some  others. 
A  man  named  Alfred  Charles  Broad,  who  was  a 
•brush-maker  in  Dunedin,  said  this  : — 

"  During  the  last  few  years  this  competition 
with  Germany  and  England  has  become  very 
intense  to  what  it  was,  and -a  cablegram  which 
has  been  published  since  you  have  been  sitting 
here  shows  it  to  be  true.  The  cablegram  stated 
that  in  order  to  avert  a  defeat  on  the  question 
the  Government  accepted  Mr.  Howard  Vin- 
cent's motion  affirming  the  desirableness  of 
restricting  the  importation  of  goods  manu- 
factured in  foreign  prisons.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  reprint  from  the  Hardwareman  of  March 
last.  It  was  issued  as  a  penny  paper  to  those 
interested  in  prison  labour.  In  that  you  will 
find  that  the  better  class  of  German  merchants 
will  not  handle  prison  goods,  and  I  think  the 
best  merchants  in  this  city  and  colony  would 
not  do  so  if  the  right  pressure  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  them.  There  are  good,  bad,  and 
indifferent  in  Germany,  as  elsewhere,  and  the 
better  class  of  people  have  got  at  them  and 
said  they  should  not  sell  prison  goods.  The 
better  class  in  Germany  have  refused  to  handle 
it.  The  contractor  has  contracted  at  the  rate 
of  3d.  to  Is.  per  day  for  the  prison  labour,  and 
the  Government  find  everything  exoept  tools 
and  materials.  You  can  quite  understand  that 
this  contractor  has  to  find  an  outlet  for  his 
stuff.  If  he  cannot  find  it  at  home  he  finds 
it  abroad.  They  have  gone  to  England,  and 
sell  a  great  deal  of  stuff  there.  I  do  not  know 
how  much  comes  out  to  New  Zealand,  but  I 


consider  there  is  a  great  deal  more  comes  here 
than  is  retailed  in  England,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  population.  That  is  increasing, 
and  that  is  what  has  brought  me  here.  My 
hands  for  the  last  twelve  months  have  been 
put  on  short  time,  and  they  are  as  good  hands 
as  a  man  could  have." 

Another  witness  also  came  forward  and  stated 
that  he  had  been  sixteen  years  in  business; 
that,  whereas  at  one  time  he  had  employed 
twenty-four  hands  he  had  now  only  nine,  and 
that  the  falling-off  was  due  to  the  competition 
of  cheap,  imported  goods,  especially  the  product 
of  German  prison  labour.  There  were  two  men 
engaged  in  the  industry,,  and  he  presumed  they 
knew  what  they  were  talking  about.  There- 
fore, he  accepted  their  evidence  as  correct. 
Whether  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Kiccarton  was  the  remedy,  or 
whether  the  20-per-cent.  duty  proposed  by  the 
Treasurer  was,  the  difficulty  remained,  he  was 
afraid,  that  they  could  not  identify  the  goods 
as  prison-made  goods. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  had  a  general  know- 
ledge of  the  man  who  carried  on  business  at 
the  Hutt,  and  discredited  any  statement  that 
he  ever  had  twenty- four  hands.  If  such  was 
the  case,  it  would  only  be  on  some  exceptional 
and  temporary  occasion.  Being  acquainted  with 
the  factory,  he  could  say  that  twenty- four 
hands  could  not  be  packed  into  it.  That  maker 
was  doing  three-fourths  to  seven-eighths  of  the 
whole  business  of  this  district ;  it  was  a  nice 

Prosperous  business.  He  could  not  tell  what 
e  was  doing  some  years  ago.  As  far  as  the 
Dunedin  man  was  concerned,  he  also  must  be 
doing  well,  as  he  had  just  recently  erected  a 
nice  two-story  mansion  for  himself.  To  tell 
them  that  these  men  were  in  the  state  that 
had  been  represented  was  out  of  the  question. 
At  any  rate,  he  did  not  believe  Mr.  Trevethick 
ever  had  twenty-four  men  in  his  employ  at  the 
Hutt. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  the  members  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  had  come  to  a  wrong  con- 
clusion altogether  from  the  evidence.  The 
conclusion  he  came  to,  after  hearing  the  ex- 
tracts read,  was  that  Broad  had  gone  to  the  bad 
through  the  duty  being  raised,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  unwise  again  to  increase  the  duty. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  would  ask  with  refer- 
ence to  the  alternative  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, what  was  the  20  per  cent,  on  prison  - 
made  goods  over  and  above  the  ordinary  duty 
going  to  do,  when  the  Chairman  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  told  them  that  the  German  rate 
was  absolutely  one-twelfth  under  that  of  any 
other  European  labour  ?  If  they  were  going  to 
do  anything  at  all  in  connection  with  it,  the 
only  way  would  be  to  say  that  no  goods  of  this 
kind  were  to  be  allowed  to  enter  the  colony, 
or,  if  they  did  enter,  they  were  to  be  subject  to 
forfeiture,  which  would  be  far  more  prohibitive 
than  putting  a  20-per-cent.  duty  on. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  not  one  member 
of  the  House  had  been  able  to  show  how  these 
prison- made  goods  were  to  be  shut  out.  If  the 
amendment  were  made  it  would  simply  remain 
as  a  dead-letter. 
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Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  it  was  almost  a 
matter  of  impossibility  to  identify  these  prison- 
made  goods,  and  he,  as  a  working-man,  would  do 
his  "  level  best"  to  prevent,  if  it  were  possible, 
the  introduction  of  these  goods ;  but  tie  knew 
the  trouble  there  would  be.  The  only  effect 
would  be  to  harass  the  importer  by  placing 
further  restrictions  upon  him,  and  causing  him 
more  trouble.  He  would  be  compelled  to  make 
a  declaration ;  and,  if  any  dispute  arose  between 
him  and  the  Customs  officers,  what  would  be 
the  result  ?  They  would  throw  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility on  him  of  proving  where  the  goods 
were  manufactured.  The  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  made  in  a  very  fair  spirit,  and 
he  would  support  the  Government. 

Mr.  COLLINS  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man forgot  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  himself 
proposed  an  additional  20  per  cent,  duty  on 
prison-made  goods.  The  only  question  for  them 
to  consider  was,  whether  this  20  per  cent,  would 
be  a  greater  deterrent  to  the  sending  of  such 
goods  to  this  colony  than  the  fear  of  con- 
fiscation. He  thought  the  fear  of  confisca- 
tion would  be  a  far  greater  deterrent  than 
an  import  duty  of  20  per  cent.  Therefore, 
as  they  knew  there  would  be  evasions  in  this 
matter,  let  them  make  the  deterrent  as  strin- 
gent as  possible. 

Mr.  WILLIS  could  hardly  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hiccarton  was  sincere  in  this 
matter.  He  himself  had  heard  enough  to  show 
him  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  detect  the 
goods  made  by  prison  labour.  He  thought  a 
20-per-cent.  duty  would  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  pointed  out  that  there  was 
an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  proposed  in  the  gene- 
ral duty  on  the  class  of  goods  referred  to,  with 
an  additional  20  per  cent,  if  they  were  prison- 
made.  That  made  a  total  duty  of  45  per  cent. 
No  manufacturer  had  asked  for  any  greater 
protection  against  prison-made  goods  than  that 
amount,  and  he  thought  that  the  proposal  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  a  better  way  of 
meeting  the  difficulty  than  the  drastic  proposal 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Hiccarton.  He 
strongly  sympathized  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  this  movement,  and  he  thought 
that  the  assertions  that  the  motion  had  been 
brought  on  simply  because  the  honourable 
member  was  a  town  member  were  entirely  un- 
warranted. If  he  thought  the  proposal  was  a 
better  way  of  meeting  the  difficulty  than  the 
one  suggested  by  the  Government  he  should 
support  it,  but  he  did  not  think  so,  and  there- 
fore would  vote  against  the  clause. 

Mr.  BUDDO  thought  that  the  clause  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  Hiccarton 
would  defeat  its  own  object,  for  this  reason : 
What  was  to  be  done  with  these  priRon-made 
goods  when  they  were  confiscated  ?  Were  they 
to  be  sold  for  firewood,  or  destroyed  ?  They 
would  probably  find  their  way,  if  not  destroyed, 
into  the  local  market.  Increasing  the  duty  on 
prison-made  goods  to  45  per  cent,  was  a  better 
way  of  dealing  with  them  than  the  proposal 
contained  in  the  drastic  clause  introduced  by 
the   honourable   member  for   Hiccarton.    He 


hoped  the  clause  would  not  be  agreed  to,  as  it 
would  be  simply  waste  paper  on  the  statute- 
book. 

The    Committee    divided    on    the    question 
41  That  the  new  clause  be  read  a  second  time.'" 

Ayes,  21. 

Lawry  Pirani 

McKenzie,  H.  Smith,  G.  J. 

Millar  Stevens 

Morrison  Wilson. 
Newman  Tellers. 

Parata  Russell,  G.  W. 

Pinkerton  Tanner. 


Noes,  42. 

Hutohison,  W.  Montgomery 

Kelly,  W.  O'Regan 

Lang  Heeves 

Mackintosh  Russell,  W.  R- 

Maslin  Seddon 

Massey  Steward 

McGowan  Te  Ao 

McGuire  Thompson,  R. 

McKenzie,  J.  Thompson,  T. 

McLachlan  Ward 

McNab  Willis. 
Meredith  Tellers. 

Mills  Duthie 

Mitchelson  Smith,  E.  M. 


Bell 

Collins 

Dunoan 

Earnshaw 

Graham 

Green 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Allen 

Buchanan 

Buddo 

Buick 

Button 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Heke  Larnach 

Hutohison,  G.  Pere 

Stout.  Carncross. 

Majority  against,  19, 

New  clause  negatived. 

Schedule  A.—"  Candied  peel  and  drained 
peel :  3d.  the  pound." — Agreed  to. 

"Carraway  seeds,  gelatine,  isinglass,  liquo- 
rice, chillies,  cayenne  pepper,  fish-paste:  £20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem" 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  "  chillies "  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  resolution  as  passed  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
had  ruled  that  taxation  could  not  be  imposed 
by  the  Bill  that  was  not  in  the  resolution.  Ha 
therefore  contended  that  "  chillies  "  could  not 
be  included  in  the  schedule  to  the  Bill.  He> 
would  move,  That  the  word  "chillies"  be 
struck  out. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  if  Mr.  Speaker  had 
ruled  that  it  ought  not  to  be  made  dutiable  in 
the  Bill  because  it  had  not  been  in  the  resolu- 
tion they  would  require  to  recommit  the  Bill,, 
in  order  to  put  it  in.  He  did  not  know  that 
anything  would  be  gained  by  striking  it  out. 
If  it  was  passed,  the  confirmation  of  the  reso- 
lution would  make  it  law. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  matter  was  distinctly 
laid  down  in  May,  and  the  Speaker  had  already 
ruled  upon  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  Very  well,  let  it  be  struck 
out,  and  he  would  bring  it  down  in  some  other 
way. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  amount  received  from, 
these  items  was  exceedingly  small,  and  his  im- 
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preasion  was  that  the  number  of  dutiable 
articles  should  be  restricted  as  much  as  possible. 
It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  duty  from  15  per 
cent,  to  20  per  cent.,  and  he  found  that  the 
whole  of  the  duty  on  these  articles  at  15  per 
cent,  had  only  amounted  to  £852.  The  sooner 
they  got  rid  of  these  multifarious  duties  the 
better.  He  would  move  to  strike  out  the  item, 
"  Garraway-seeds,  golatine,  isinglass,  liquorice, 
chillies,  cayenne  pepper,  fish-pa* te." 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  the  intention  of 
the  honourable  member  was  that  these  items 
should  be  placed  on  the  free-list,  and  that  would 
not  be  done  by  simply  striking  them  out  here. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  he  wished  to  have  the  articles 
placed  on  the  free-list. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  wished  that  the  rates 
should  be  as  far  as  possible  uniform. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Committee 
had  gone  very  carefully  into  the  matter  of  these 
duties.  They  found,  applied  to  grocery  goods, 
rates  varying  from  5  per  oent.  to  85  per  cent., 
and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  im- 
position of  20  per  cent,  over  the  whole  class 
would  make  the  duty  on  the  whole  practically 
the  same  as  previously,  but  more  easily  worked. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that  if  that  principle  of 
uniformity  had  been  given  effect  to  there  would 
have  been  some  method  in  the  tariff,  but  one 
had  only  to  glance  down  the  page  to  find  the 
widest  range  charged  on  articles  in  the  same 
class. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  Treasurer  had  submitted 
as  the  chief  reason  for  proposing  this  duty  of 
20  per  cent,  that  it  was  desirable  to  have 
uniformity ;  but  when  they  found  this  related 
to  food  and  articles  of  human  consumption 
which  could  not  be  oroduced  in  the  country, 
and  that  the  uniformity  referred  to  meant  the 
raising  of  the  duty  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  and 
increasing  the  prioe  of  the  food  of  the  people 
for  the  sake  of  the  uniformity,  they  were  not 
justified  in  bringing  about  this  increase.  By 
taking  out  these  articles  it  would  reduce  them 
to  the  present  duty  of  15  per  cent.,  which  he 
thought  for  articles  of  this  sort  was  quite 
sufficient. 

Mt.  EARNSHAW  said  that  if  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  looked  at  the  estimate  he  would  see 
that  under  the  15  per  cent,  tho  sum  of  £862 
was  raised  in  1894,  and  that  opposite  to  that 
he  would  find  that  in  the  articles  from  pre- 
served milk  down  to  jellies  it  was  estimated 
there  would  be  £800  increase.  He  would  like 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  explain  that. 

Mr.  WARD  would  point  out  that  the  £800 
was  under  the  heading  "  Estimated  Annual  In- 
crease of  Revenue."  That  was  over  and  above 
the  amount  collected  last  year.  This  was  the 
increase  over  and  above  the  amount  collected 
last  year. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 

Ayes,  50. 

Allen  Buddo  Camel  1 

Bell  Button  Carroll 

Buchanan  Qadman  Collins 


Crow  the r 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall -Jones 

Harris 

Heke 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 

Lawry 


Mackenzie,  T. 

Maslin 

Massey 

McGowan 

McKenzie,  J. 

MoLachlan 

McNab 

Meredith 

Millar 

Mills 

Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

'     Noes,  9. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Newman 
Wilson. 


Pirani 

Beeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Morrison 
Tanner. 


Tellers. 
Hogg 
O'Began. 


Buiok 
Duthie 
Earnshaw 
Green 

Majority  for,  41. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  the  duty- 
stand  at  the  original  amount — namely,  15  per 
cent.  He  failed  to  see  any  reason  for  an  in- 
crease on  any  food-supply. 

Mr.  MASLIN  could  understand  the  honour- 
able member  objecting  to  an  increase  on  neces- 
saries, but  these  were  surely  more  in  the  nature 
of  luxuries. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  Treasurer  did  not 
say  he  was  hard  up,  and  he  failed  to  see  why 
they  should  put  a  burden  on  the  necessaries  of 
life. 

Mr.  WARD  wished  to  point  out  the  spacious- 
ness and  fallacy  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
argument.  He  forgot  that  they  were  putting, 
on  the  free-list  goods  that  had  been  dutiable  to 
the  extent  of  about  £20,000.  If  the  House  was 
going — whioh  he  assumed  it  was  not — to  go 
back  from  20  per  cent,  to  15  per  cent,  all  round, 
they  would  have  to  reconsider  the  whole  of  the 
free-list. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  did  not  think  anything  justi- 
fied the  House  in  increasing  the  price  of  the 
food  of  the  people.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
pepper,  or  salt,  or  any  flavouring  that  was 
eaten  with  food,  was  called  a  luxury  by  the 
Treasurer.  He  (Mr.  Duthie)  looked  upon  them, 
as  articles  of  food.  He  should  vote  for  the  re- 
duction to  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
not  given  the  House  any  of  the  details  of  the 
£20,000  estimated  as  the  amount  that  would  be 
lost  in  connection  with  the  free-list.  He  (Mr. 
Allen)  did  not  think  it  would  amount  to  any- 
thing like  that. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  •  £20  per  oent.'  stand  part  of 
the  schedule." 


Ayes,  42. 

Bell 

Duncan 

Kelly,  W. 

Buddo 

Flatman 

Lang 

Cadman 

Graham 

Larnach 

Carnell 

Hall-Jones 

Lawry 

Carroll 

Harris 

Mackenzie,  T 

Collins 

Hutchison,  W.  Maslin 

Crowther 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

McGowan 
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McKenzie,  J. 

Pi  rani 

Thompson,  R 

McLachlan 

Beeves 

Thompson,  T. 

Mills 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Ward 

McNab 

Seddon 

Willis. 

Mitchelson 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Tellers. 

Montgomery 

Steward 

Meredith 

Parata 

Tanner 

Morrison. 

Pinkerton 

Noes,  16. 

Buchanan 

Heke 

0 'Regan 

Buick 

Hogg 

Wilson. 

Button 

Massey 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  R. 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Millar 

Allen 

Green 

Newman 

Earnshaw. 

Majority  for,  26. 

Mr.  Earnshaw's  motion  to  reduce  the  duty 
to  15  per  cent,  negatived. 

Words  "  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  "  retained. 

14  Chocolate-confectionery  and  all  prepara- 
tions of  chocolate  or  cocoa :  In  plain  trade  pack- 
ages, 3d.  the  pound ;  in  fancy  packages,  or  in 
small  packages  for  retail  sale,  £20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem" 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  wished  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Chairman  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  first  resolutions,  passed  on  the  30th  July, 
the  third  line  read,  "  Confectionery,  in  fancy 
packages,  or  small  boxes  for  retail  sale :  25  per 
•cent,  ad  valorem."  The  previous  duty  on  con- 
fectionery was  2d.  the  pound.  That  line  ap- 
peared in  no  way  in  the  Bill  before  the  House, 
although  it  was  passed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  had  not  since  been  re- 
scinded by  any  resolution.  In  the  resolutions 
passed  on  the  14tb  September  he  found,  in  the 
first  line,  that  it  appeared  as  "Chocolate  con- 
fectionery, in  fancy  packages,  or  small  packages 
for  retail  sale:  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem"  so  that 
this  did  not  appear  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
14th  September  or  in  the  Bill  before  the  House. 
He  noticed  in  the  Bill  that  chocolate-confec- 
tionery was  hyphened,  making  the  word  a  com- 
pound one.  That,  however,  did  not  affect  the 
resolution.  His  contention  was  that  the  Bill 
ought  to  be  in  line  with  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  passed  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  if  it  was  to  be  altered  he  would 
like  to  know  how  it  was  to  be  done. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  that  the  Bill  must 
he  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  understood  there  were  a 
good  many  inconsistencies  in  the  Bill,  as  such 
did  not  correspond  with  the  resolutions  passed 
in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  he 
took  it  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  to 
get  the  Speaker's  ruling  with  regard  to  these 
inconsistencies  generally.  He  therefore  moved 
to  report  progress. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  second  the  motion,  but 
only  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  Speaker's 
ruling  on  the  point  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  RESUMED. 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  that  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  Bill,  and  that  a  question  had 


just  arisen  relative  to  the  schedule  of  the  Bill. 
The  point  of  order  was  raised  that  the  Bill  did 
not  correspond  in  one  particular  item  with  the 
resolutions  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  a  doubt  had  arisen  as  to  what  was  the 
proper  course  to  pursue.  Therefore  the  Com- 
mittee had  instructed  him  to  obtain  Mr. 
Speaker's  ruling. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  point  was,  whether, 
the  resolutions  having  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill,  they  could  amend  now 
the  schedule  as  they  went  along,  and  bring  it 
into  conformity  with  the  resolutions  passed  in 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  That  was  the 
point. 

Mr.  ALLEN  would  like  to  put  the  question 
in  another  aspect.  If  the  Bill  imposed  duties 
that  were  not  in  the  resolutions,  could  they 
remain  in  the  Bill  ?  He  meant  to  say  the  Bill 
did  contain  some  items  and  imposed  a  duty 
on  those  items  whioh  were  not  in  the  old  tariff, 
and  not  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  They  were  therefore  in- 
creasing taxation,  that  taxation  not  having 
been  before  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  when  resolutions  were 
reported  from  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  order  was  made  that  a  Bill  be  prepared  to 
give  effect  to  those  resolutions.  If  then  any- 
thing was  imported  into  the  schedule  of  the 
Bill  that  was  not  passed  by  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  he  held  it  should  be  the  duty  of 
the  Chairman  to  pass  over  that  particular  item, 
with  a  view  to  its  being  submitted  to  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  for  their  previous  assent 
before  it  was  dealt  with  in  the  Bill.  He  was 
not  quite  sure  whether  there  was  any  material 
alteration  in  the  item  that  was  specially  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  to  that  point,  the  word 
"  confectionery "  should  not  have  appeared 
there  at  all.  It  was  a  misprint  in  the  reso- 
lutions, and  if  they  struck  the  word  out  that 
would  carry  out  what  was  originally  intended. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  item  he  had 
drawn  attention  to  under  the  former  tariff 
stood  at  2d.  in  the  pound.  It  did  not  appear 
in  the  Bill  at  all,  and  yet  it  had  not  been 
rescinded  by  any  subsequent  resolution  of  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  would  content  him- 
self with  a  general  ruling  that  the  schedule  of 
the  Bill  should  correspond  with  the  resolutions 
passed  by  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and, 
so  as  not  to  interrupt  the  proceedings  alto- 
gether that  night,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
Chairman  to  pass  over  anything  in  the  schedule 
of  the  Bill  which  did  not  correspond  with  the 
resolutions  reported  from  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  order  that  each  such  item  might 
be  referred  to  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  pass  the  several  items  in  such  a  shape  as 
that  Committee  thought  proper. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

"  Jellies,  concentrated,  in  tablets  or  powder: 
4d.  the  pound." — Agreed  to. 
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"  Sardines,  including  the  oil :  2d.  the  pound.'' 
— Agreed  to. 

"  Fruit,  fresh — namely,  apples,  pears,  plums, 
cherries,  peaches,  nectarines,  medlars,  apricots, 
quinces,  tomatoes :  Id.  the  pound." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  "Id."  be 
struck  out,  and  "  $d."  inserted. 

Mr.  WARD  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
agree  to  the  amendment.  The  Government 
had  already  met  very  fairly  the  representations 
of  the  House  by  entirely  removing  the  duty 
from  the  fruits  to  which  exception  was  taken 
on  a  former  occasion.  The  fruitgrowers  had  a 
right  to  some  protection,  and,  if  the  Committee 
was  likely  to  make  this  reduction,  in  view  of  the 
large  remissions  of  duty  already  granted,  the 
Government  would  have  to  ask  the  House  to 
reconsider  the  duties  upon  some  of  the  other 
items  reduced.  Representations  had  been  re- 
ceived from  all  parts  of  the  colony  favourable 
to  the  duty  proposed  on  the  class  of  fruits  the 
honourable  member  was  referring  to.  He  hoped 
the  duty  would  not  be  reduoed,  as  in  his  opinion 
it  would  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  hoped  the  duty  of  Id. 
would  be  entirely  removed.  The  freight  alone 
on  fruit  imported  from  Australia  meant  a 
heavy  protection  to  local  fruitgrowers.  With 
the  climate  and  soil  possessed  by  the  fruit- 
growers in  this  colony,  it  was  simply  nonsense 
to  say  that  fruitgrowers  required  the  protec- 
tion of  a  duty.  Fruitgrowers  should  fight  their 
own  battle,  as  the  growers  of  other  produce 
had  done  and  were  doing ;  otherwise  they  were 
not  worthy  of  the  position  they  occupied.  Was 
it  to  be  said  for  a  moment  that  the  New  Zea- 
land growers  were  not  able  to  hold  their  own 
with  the  Tasmaman  fruitgrowers?  He  had 
been  there  more  than  once,  and  knew  the  con- 
ditions under  which  their  fruit  was  grown.  It 
would  be  utterly  wrong  to  consumers  to  impose 
such  an  outrageous  duty,  and  he  therefore  re- 
gretted that  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
had  not  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  duty,  as 
he  should  have  heartily  supported  him. 

Mr.  WILLIS  felt  compelled  to  support  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha.  Imported  apples,  especially  American 
apples,  came  in  at  a  time  when  our  own  apples 
were  out  of  season.  He  thought  that  fruit* 
and  apples  more  especially,  were  an  article  of 
food,  and  their  use  ought  to  be  encouraged  in 
every  possible  way.  It  was  only  fair  and  reason- 
able, if  we  could  not  procure  fruit  here  without 
requiring  Id.  in  the  pound  protection,  to  allow 
fruit  to  come  into  the  country  at  the  present 
ate. 

Mr.  LANG  hoped  that  every  honourable 
member  who  had  the  interests  of  the  country 
settlers  at  heart  would  vote  for  the  proposed 
duty  on  fruit.  It  was  not  a  question  of  protec- 
tion or  free-trade.  They  must  have  revenue, 
and  surely  among  the  many  items  in  this  Bill 
there  were  many  that  were  far  more  necessary 
that  they  should  reduce  the  duty  upon  than 
this  one  of  fruit.  He  might  point  out  that 
at  the  present  time  fruitgrowers  did  not  send 
their  fruit  to  market  regularly  owing  to  the 
occasional  glut  in  the  market,  and  the  con- 


sequent extremely  low  prices  obtained.  He 
took  it  that  if  this  proposed  duty  were  im- 
posed it  would  not  make  fruit  dearer  in  the 
long-run.  The  orohardists  would  then  find 
they  could  make  a  small  margin  of  profit  on 
their  fruit,  and  would  send  it  up  to  market 
more  regularly,  instead  of  letting  it  rot  on  the 
ground,  as  the  market  would  then  probably 
not  be  spoiled  by  such  large  importations  of 
fruit  from  abroad.  Large  shipments  of  fruit 
very  often  arrived  in  a  partially  rotten  state 
or  slightly  bruised,  and  these  shipments  were 
forced  on  the  market  and  sold  at  once,  and 
this  ruined  the  sale  of  our  local  fruit.  Then,  our 
orchardists  had  to  contend  against  a  number 
of  pests  which  made  the  raising  of  fruit  dearer 
than  formerly.  This  was  especially  the  case  in 
regard  to  the  codlin-moth,  which  pest  made  the 
raising  of  apples  perhaps  three  or  four  times 
more  expensive  than  in  years  gone  by  ;  and,  as 
this  pest  had  been  introduced  by  the  consumer, 
it  was  not  unreasonable  that  he  should  have 
to  share  a  small  part  of  the  extra  cost.  One 
honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  he  had 
seen  apples  lying  under  the  trees,  and  that  the 
settlers  were  too  lazy  to  gather  them  and  send 
them  to  market  for  Id.  a  pound.  So  far  as  his 
experience  went,  such  fruit — namely,  windfalls 
— would  never  produce  Id.  a  pound.  Why,  the 
best  and  choicest  apples  sent  to  the  market,  as 
a  rule,  did  not  fetch  more  than  Id.  a  pound 
at  that  time  of  the  year,  and  that  meant, 
perhaps,  Jd.  a  'pound  to  the  producer.  He 
thought  some  honourable  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  on  this  Bill  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
growing  of  fruit.  Honourable  members  seemed 
to  forget  the  cost  of  planting  and  keeping  an 
orchard,  and  the  cost  of  packing  the  fruit  and 
sending  it  to  market,  and  then  the  commission 
on  the  sale.  If  the  orchardist  at  that  time  of 
the  year  got  Ad.  a  pound  he  might  consider  him- 
self lucky.  He  looked  upon  it  that  an  orchard 
should  be  a  part  of  every  small  farm.  At  the 
present  time  very  few  of  our  small  settlers  could 
sell  their  fruit.  It  was  not  because  they  were 
too  lazy  to  attend  to  fruitgrowing.  He  was 
sorry  to  say  that  many  of  our  small  settlers  at 
the  present  time  were  in  such  oircumstanoes 
that  they  would  be  only  too  glad  to  take  advan- 
tage of  getting  the  smallest  amount  of  money. 
At  one  time,  in  the  district  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent,  nearly  every  settler  had  an 
orchard :  now  he  did  not  think  there  was  one 
in  a  hundred  who  sold  fruit.  It  was  simply 
because  it  did  not  pay.  As  a  certain  amount 
of  revenue  must  be  raised,  he  thought  it  better 
to  place  a  small  duty  on  fruit  than  to  tax  boots, 
clothes,  and  light. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  that  every  honour- 
able member  had  made  up  his  mind  on  this 
question.  The  proposal  was  only  an  increase 
of  ^d.  per  pound. 

Mr.  PIRANI  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  last  year,  with  a  duty 
of  £d.  per  pound,  a  revenue  of  £8,000  was  ob- 
tained, and  the  honourable  gentleman  ex- 
pected to  get  another  £8,000  by  increasing  the 
duty  by  Jd.  The  honourable  gentleman  would 
defeat  his  objeot  by  the  increased  duty,  be* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


414  Customs  and  Excise  [HOUSE.] 


Duties  BUI. 


[Sept.  19 


-cause  people  would  not  send  their  fruit  to  be 
sold  with  Id.  a  pound  duty  upon  it.  He 
thought  the  Treasurer  ought  to  remember  that 
point :  that  it  would  not  increase  his  revenue 
to  the  extent  he  evidently  thought. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  £6,000  was  estimated 
as  the  increase  upon  the  whole  of  the  items. 
Fruit  was  only  one  of  the  number ;  there  were 
six  independent  items. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  there  was  no  donbt 
this  was  protection  of  the  very  highest  charac- 
ter, and  protection  on  an  article  which,  above 
all  others,  should  be  free.  He  proposed  to 
give  a  few  figures  to  show  that  it  was  pro- 
tection of  100  per  cent,  on  the  price  of  the 
imported  fruit.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  him 
last  year  from  the  various  fruitgrowers  in 
New  Zealand,  they  said,  "  At  some  consider- 
able trouble  and  research  we  have  ascertained 
that  the  average  value  for  all  or  any  descrip- 
tions of  fruit  all  the  year  round  does  not 
exceed  5s.  per  case  of  481b."  Now,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
impose  a  tax  of  Id.  per  pound.  Therefore, 
when  one  came  to  calculate  in  addition  the 
freight  to  New  Zealand,  which  was  estimated 
at  7£d.  per  case,  they  were  actually  imposing 
a  tax  of  100  per  cent,  upon  what,  he  believed, 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  principlal  articles  of  diet 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  There  was  no 
doubt  about  it  we  could  produce  fruit  here 
if  we  were  prepared  to  go  about  it  in  the  right 
way.  Not  long  ago  he  had  the  pleasure  of 
having  a  gentleman  from  California — who 
owned  a  fruit  ranche  there — staying  with  him 
for  some  time,  and  he  stated  that  they  had  legis- 
lation in  California  which  compelled  every  fruit- 
grower to  syringe  his  trees  at  a  certain  time, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  get  rid  of  certain 
trees  specially  liable  to  harbour  blights  in  cer- 
tain districts.  Did  they  mean  to  tell  him  that, 
with  an  import  duty  of  Id.  in  the  pound,  they 
in  New  Zealand  were  in  a  worse  position  than 
the  growers  in  California  ?  He  had  urged  that 
they  should  have  a  scientific  branch  of  their 
Agricultural  Department  to  educate  the  growers 
of  fruit.  He  might  mention  a  case  which  had 
come  under  his  own  notice  of  a  nurseryman 
who  told  him  that  he  would  sooner  see  his 
apples  rotting  on  the  ground  than  send  them 
into  town  at  Id.  per  pound,  although  he  had  a 
coach  passing  his  place  daily. 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  is  an  exception. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  it  might  be  an  ex- 
ception, but  he  was  afraid  it  was  the  rule.  It 
appeared  that  some  orchardists  in  New  Zealand 
would  not  take  the  trouble  to  grow  fruit  unless 
they  could  get  2d.  a  pound.  If  they  could  not 
grow  fruit  in  New  Zealand  without  an  imposi- 
tion of  Id.  a  pound  as  duty,  for  Goodness'  sake 
let  them  get  it  from  Tasmania  or  from  any- 
where else  rather  than  agree  to  such  a  mon- 
strous impoflition. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  enlightened  the  House  did 
not  know  all  the  elements  that  affected  fruit- 
growers in  New  Zealand.  Ic  was  not  that  the 
growers  here  could  not  oompete  with  those  in 
America  or  with  those  in  the  other  colonies. 
Mr.  Pirani 


The  difficulty  was  one  of  climate.  It  was  not 
a  question  of  work.  The  fact  was  that  the 
cream  of  the  market  for  New  Zealand  early- 
fruit  was  picked  by  Australia.  That  country 
was  a  fortnight  before  New  Zealand  in  climate 
— that  affected  all  fruits,  and  respecting  each 
fruit  in  turn  the  New  Zealand  grower  found  that 
he  came  into  the  market  about  a  fortnight  after 
Australia  had  supplied  it,  and  it  was  in  the 
early  market  .that  the  grower  got  his  best  price. 
That  was  the  real  difficulty.  Then,  there  was 
the  difficulty  of  distance  from  market,  and  also 
of  the  market  being  a  limited  one.  If  the  Go- 
vernment could  get  over  these  difficulties,  then 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  any  duty.  He 
believed  fruit  should  be  as  cheap  as  possible. 
As  to  the  statement  that  New  Zealand  fruit- 
growers would  not  sell  at  less  than  2d.  per 
pound,  he  might  say  he  had  known  apples  to  be 
Bold  retail  at  Id.,  and  cased  at  that.  The  fact 
was,  the  cream  of  the  market  was  taken  by  the 
Australian  fruit,  and  when  New  Zealand  fruit 
came  in  the  best  market  had  gone,  and  a  lower 
price  had  to  be  accepted. 

Mr.  TANNER  could  understand  and  appre- 
ciate the  position  taken  up  on  this  question  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition — he  could  admire 
that  gentleman  because  he  was  consistent ;  but 
when  he  turned  to  the  member  for  Waipa,  and 
remembered  the  divisions  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  House,  the  case  was  different.  It  was  all 
very  well  for  gentlemen  to  call  themselves  Free- 
traders: they  were  such  when  it  suited  their 
purpose,  but  these  same  gentlemen  could  be  the 
most  ardent  Protectionists  in  the  world  when 
that  also  suited  their  purpose.  But  they  could 
not  sail  under  both  flags— they  could  not  sit 
everlastingly  on  the  fence,  but  must  descend  on 
one  side  or  the  other  of  it.  If  they  looked  at 
the  figures  of  last  year  it  would  be  clear  enough 
that  the  amount  of  duty  collected  on  fresh  fruit 
equalled  26  per  cent,  of  its  value,  and  to  that 
extent  it  was  a  protective  duty.  If  it  were  now 
doubled  it  would  be  a  protective  duty  of  52  per 
cent.,  and  this  was  to  be  done,  if  done  at  all,  by 
gentlemen  who  objected  to  25  per  cent,  duty 
on  manufactured  goods.  He  was  willing  that 
New  Zealand  should  be  one  thing  or  the  other, 
but  he  could  not  be  both,  and  he  could  not 
admire  any  one  else  who  attemptpd  to  be  both. 
He  would  not  for  a  moment  assist  in  doubling 
the  duty  of  £d.  on  fruit  under  these  circum- 
stances. To  do  so  was  to  destroy  the  revenue, 
because  he  was  satisfied  that  if  the  duty  of 
Id.  per  pound  was  passed  it  would  go  a  great 
way  in  the  direction  of  destroying  the  reve- 
nue. He  was  opposed  to  anything  over  26. per 
cent,  duty  on  products  of  any  one  class,  if 
he  was  to  be  debarred  putting  anything  more 
than  25  per  cent,  on  articles  of  another  class. 
That  certainly  was  a  definite  and  clear  posi- 
tion. They  had  in  New  Zealand  a  good  fruit- 
supply,  but  it  did  not  in  the  proper  way  reach 
the  people  who  should  consume  it.  What  was 
wanted  was  better  inland  transport,  better  and 
cheaper  coastal  freight,  and  systematic  organ- 
ization of  some  sort  to  displace  the  middleman, 
who  occupied  the  position  between  the  unfor- 
tunate grower,  who  got  very  little,  and  the  con- 
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uumer,  who  often  paid  a  very  dear  price  for  the 
fruit.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  given  a 
special  instance,  and  he  would  give  another. 
His  instance  was  from  Canterbury.  He  might 
say  that  not  two  years  ago  he  was  walking 
through  an  orchard  within  two  hundred  yards 
of  a  tramway-line,  and  under  his  feet  were  the 
most  delicious  pears,  and  he  had  to  leave  be- 
cause of  the  pears  —  no  lightweights  —  that 
were  falling  from  the  tree.  He  remonstrated 
with  the  proprietor,  and  asked  him  why  he  did 
not  take  up  the  fruit  and  send  it  into  town,  he 
not  being  seven  miles  distant  therefrom.  The 
reason  given  was  that  he  only  got  for  the  fruit 
•6s.  for  every  1121b.,  while,  within  his  know- 
ledge, that  fruit  was  selling  in  the  streets  of 
the  city  at  4d.  per  pound. 

Hon.  Membebs. — The  duty  would  not  alter 
that. 

Mr.  TANNER.— No,  doubling  the  duty  on 
Australian  fruit  would  not  alter  that  in  the 
slightest  degree.  And  in  saying  that  the  ques- 
tion came,  "How  would  grower  or  consumer 
be  benefited?  "  If  that  man's  position  was  to 
be  improved  so  that  he  would  obtain  a  better 
price  the  duty  on  foreign  fruit  must  be  so 
heavy  as  to  be  prohibitive.  It  would  then  be 
quite  possible  that  a  better  price  would  be 
offered,  but  he  did  not  think  that  would  be  to 
the  interests  of  the  colony  or  to  the  interests  of 
the  consumers  of  fruit,  and  he  thought  it  was 
a  mistaken  policy  to  attempt  to  urge  it  on  the 
House. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  it  was  all  very  well 
for  the  honourable  member  for  the  Thames  to 
talk  about  the  settlers  here  being  at  a  distance 
from  markets.  One  might  almost  think  the 
Australians  grew  their  fruit  on  shipboard.  The 
fact  was  that  the  settlers  there  were  just  as  far 
in  the  country  as  were  the  settlers  in  New 
Zealand,  and  had  just  as  far  to  send  their 
fruit  to  the  seaboard.  It  should  not  be  for- 
gotten, when  they  were  talking  about  50  per 
cent.,  that  the  duty  was  nearly  100  per  cent. 
Australian  stone-fruit  ranged  from  Jd.  to  Id. — 
that  was  what  the  fruitgrower  got,  and  the 
cost  of  shipment  was  just  as  great.  Then,  there 
was  the  decayed  fruit  to  be  allowed  for;  so  that 
he  contended  that  the  fruitgrowers  in  New 
Zealand  stood  with  an  advantage  of  150  per 
cent,  as  against  the  fruitgrowers  in  Australia. 
The  fact  was  that,  unless  our  orchardists  put 
their  house  in  order,  and  grew  fruit  as  it  was 
-grown  in  California,  they  could  not  successfully 
compete  with  foreign  growers.  They  would 
have  to  grow  fruit  in  this  colony  at  from  Jd.  to 
Id.  per  pound,  and  must  be  content  to  do  that, 
and  to  bring  themselves  into  line  with  regard 
to  the  growing  of  fruit.  If  this  were  done,  and 
they  were  offered  facilities  for  getting  their 
produce  to  market,  and  the  Municipalities 
opened  up  free  markets  by  which  they  could 
sell  to  the  public,  then  they  would  not  require 
any  prohibitive  tariff.  He  would  like  to  see 
fruits  on  the  free-list,  but  in  that  House  it  was 
useless  to  attempt  that. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  hoped  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Glutha  would  be  car- 
ried.   Certainly  the  proposed  duty  on  fruit  was 


putting  taxation  on  in  the  wrong  direction. 
They  had  had  a  good  many  instances  of  fruit 
lying  on  the  ground  and  not  being  sent  to 
market.  In  Otago  that  sort  of  thing  might  be 
seen  any  day  during  the  fruit  season ;  but  one 
of  the  reasons  for  that  was  that  the  best  fruit- 
growing districts  were  a  long  way  from  the 
towns,  and  they  were  told  that  unless  they 
could  get  the  fruit  carried  very  much  more 
cheaply  to  the  towns  it  \Vas  much  better  that  it 
should  rot  on  the  ground.  The  result  was  that 
unless  they  got  imported  fruit  they  would  get 
none  at  all,  except  at  a  very  high  price,  which 
people  could  not  afford  to  pay.  He  had  a 
telegram  from  Dunedin  from  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  fruit  trade  as  dealers,  who,  no 
doubt,  knew  what  they  were  talking  about. 
This  telegram  said, — 

11  Fruit-dealers  met  this  morning  and  strongly 
and  emphatically  protested  against  any  in- 
crease of  duties  on  fruit  of  any  description. 
From  now  till  February  no  local  supply  ob- 
tainable, so  that  increased  duties  would  be 
absolutely  prohibitory  and  ruinous." 

That  was  signed  by  W.  Bull,  Prior  and  Son, 
Edwards,  Simpson  Fraser,  Mirchell  Grey,  Park, 
Moritzan,  McQuaid,  Brown,  and  eighteen 
others.  He  received  two  other  telegrams  of  the 
same  kind.  One  was  from  a  fruitgrower,  and 
the  other  from  a  fruit-seller,  and  one  who 
thoroughly  understood  the  wants  of  the  people 
of  Dunedin  in  connection  with  the  fruit  trade. 
He  had  another  which  said  that  if  Id.  a  pound 
was  put  on  fruit  it  would  pretty  well,  for  the 
time  being,  close  the  fruit-shops  in  Dun- 
edin. It  was  all  very  well  for  honourable  mem- 
bers to  say  "  Oh  I"  but,  when  they  found  that 
people  could  not  get  fruit  from  the  local  growers 
excepting  at  a  very  high  price,  for  the  good  of 
the  community  they  had  a  right  to  oppose  the 
imposition  of  the  duty  on  fruit.  He  should 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  the  telegrams  just 
read  explained  the  whole  position.  Who  was  it 
that  was  making  money  out  of  the  large  ship- 
ments of  fruit  that  were  coming  to  the  colony  ? 
The  dealers.  They  got  the  advantage,  not  the 
body  of  the  people.  He  had  seen  fruit  sold 
in  auction-rooms  in  Wellington  at  2s.  a  case. 
Would  they  tell  him  that  the  consumers  got 
the  fruit  any  cheaper  ?  Not  a  bit  of  it ;  it  was 
the  dealers  who  were  making  money  out  of  this, 
and  that  was  the  reason  there  was  an  agitation 
against  the  duty.  If  they  wanted  to  encourage 
the  small  settlers  to  plant  orchards  and  to  grow 
fruit  they  could  do  it  by  putting  the  duty  on 
for  half  a  dozen  years ;  and  the  result  would  be 
that  orohards  would  be  planted  by  the  settlers, 
and  the  colony  would  soon  be  independent  of  the 
supply  of  foreign  fruit.  It  was  this  fluctuation, 
this  sudden  swamping  of  the  local  market, 
which  caused  the  trouble  to  the  growers.  If 
the  growers  had  a  steady  market,  even  with 
Id.  per  pound,  it  would  be  good  for  them.  He 
had  known  many  instances  where  growers  had 
sent  large  consignments  of  fruit  to  market,  and 
had  had  to  send  a  small  cheque  afterwards  to 
make  up  the  loss.    It  was  this  state  of  things 
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that  had  to  be  got  rid  of,  and  it  was  plainly 
their  duty  to  bo  regulate  the  market  as  to  en- 
courage their  own  settlers  to  go  in  for  fruit- 
growing. If  they  did  that  we  should  soon  be 
independent  of  foreign  fruit.  As  to  the  charges, 
at  present  fruit  was  brought  across  from 
Sydney  and  Tasmania  at  4d.  a  cane,  while  if 
he  wanted  to  send  it  from  the  North  down  here 
the  cost  would  be  Is.  6d.  the  case  ;  so  that  the 
whole  advantage  was  with  the  people  on  the 
other  side.  Besides  whioh  the  fruit  auctioneers 
here  had  opened  up  connections  with  fruit- 
growers on  the  other  side,  and  encouraged  the 
fruitgrowers  there  to  the  detriment  of  the 
local  growers;  and  he  believed  that,  even  if 
they  increased  this  duty  another  halfpenny  a 
pound,  it  would  not  cost  an  eighth  of  a  penny 
more  to  the  consumers. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  his  experience  with  regard 
to  Nelson  and  Marlborough  was  this  :  that 
those  who  had  forwarded  fruit  to  the  Welling- 
ton market  showed  him  invoices  last  year  from 
which  it  was  quite  clear  that  their  net  returns 
for  hundreds  of  oases  of  fruit  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  lOd.  per  case,  and  they  had  to 
bring  the  fruit  down  for  a  distance  of  fifteen 
miles  on  an  average.  Fruit  came  in  from 
the  other  colonies  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
before  the  New  Zealand  fruit  came  in.  Now 
that  they  had  ocean-going  steamers,  the  export 
trade  ought  to  be  a  very  large  one,  and  he  did 
not  see  why  they  should  allow  fruit  to  come  in 
from  other  colonies  whilst  those  colonies  im- 
posed a  heavy  duty  on  cereals  and  other  pro- 
duce. It  was  not  the  grower  who  reaped  the 
benefit,  but  it  was  the  consumer  who  would 
suffer  if  this  duty  were  not  imposed. 

Mr.  HOGG-  did  not  believe  in  arbitrary 
duties,  and  the  imposition  of  the  proposed  duty 
would  be  a  very  great  infliction  upon  the  con- 
sumer. It  would  mean  over  3s.  for  each  and 
every  case  of  apples,  pears,  and  other  fruits. 
This  duty  would  not  mean  100  per  cent,  added 
to  the  price  of  fruit,  but  150  per  cent. ;  and  if 
our  fruitgrowers,  with  the  land  and  climate 
they  had,  were  not  able  to  hold  their  own,  and 
allowed  the  Australian  growers,  after  paying 
freight,  commission,  and  various  other  charges, 
to  come  in,  then  the  sooner  fruitgrowing  was 
abandoned  the  better.  The  imposition  of  Id. 
would  not  benefit  the  up-country  growers  in 
the  slightest  degree.  He  must  compliment 
the  Government  on  having  reduced  the  freight 
on  the  railways  very  much.  He  could  mention 
an  instance  which  happened  to  himself  in  con- 
nection with  fruit.  He  bought  a  case  of  apples 
in  Wellington  for  about  2s.  6d.,  and  by  the 
time  it  reached  Masterton  it  cost  6s.  6d.,  and 
then  nearly  all  the  fruit  was  found  to  be  use- 
less. The  great  thing  which  growers  had  to 
contend  against  was  the  various  forms  of 
blight.  Looking  to  the  interests  of  the  people, 
it  would  be  a  cruelty  to  impose  this  heavy 
duty. 

Major  STEWARD  said  the  assumption  of 
the  last  speaker,  that  if  this  duty  were  imposed 
fruit  would  be  clearer,  was  not  borne  out  by  the 
evidence  submitted  to  the  Tariff  Commission. 
He  would  undertake  to  justify  his  position. 
Mr.  R.  Thompson 


One  of  a  deputation,  who  had  thirty-three  acres 
under  cultivation,  mostly  planted  with  apple- 
trees,  in  Canterbury,  said, — 

"  We  are  members  of  the  committee  of  the- 
Canterbury  Fruitgrowers'  Association.  I  have 
spent  considerable  sums  of  money  in  exporting, 
apples  to  England,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  market  within  the  colony;  am  now 
selling  at  a  low  price  for  export  to  South 
America.  We  have  great  difficulty  in  selling 
within  the  colony.  It  is  not  so  much  the  low 
price  obtainable  as  the  impossibility  of  getting 
rid  of  the  fruit,  especially  apples,  in  large  quan- 
tities, that  we  complain  about,  more  particularly 
the  early  autumn  apples.  This  is  due  to  our 
markets  being  glutted  with  foreign  fruit.  The 
present  duty  is  insufficient,  in  our  opinion,  to 
prevent  this.  The  Tasmanian  and  Australian 
fruit  ripens  a  fortnight  before  New  Zealand 
fruit.  It  is  picked  on  the  green  side,  and  it 
forestalls  New  Zealand  fruit  of  the  same  de- 
scription by  about  a  fortnight.  By  the  time 
our  fruit  of  a  given  class  ripens  the  public  have 
been  consuming  the  Australian  fruit  for  this 
period,  and  they  look  for  a  change.  For 
example,  cherries  from  Australia  come  in  a 
fortnight  before  any  are  ripe  here.  They  are 
consumed,  and  by  that  time  Australian  apricots 
and  plums  are  coming  in,  and  prevent  the  sale 
of  New  Zealand  cherries.  This  fruit  is  not  sold 
as  imported.  It  is  picked  green,  and  ripens  in 
cases  on  the  voyage.  It  is  poor  in  flavour,  un- 
wholesome, and  unsatisfactory  in  every  way 
when  compared  with  fruit  which  has  ripened 
naturally  on  the  trees.  Much  of  it  is  mere 
rubbish,  unfit  for  cooking  or  jam  purposes." 

That  was  the  evidence  of  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  fruit  industry  in. 
Canterbury  for  years.  Would  anybody  sup- 
pose that  a  gentleman  like  Mr.  Kirkpatrick, 
would  be  disposed  to  give  evidence  contrary 
to  what  he  believed,  and  what  would  be 
apparently  against  his  own  interests?  That 
gentleman  said, — 

"  I  know  that  the  other  jam-makers  will  not 
favour  my  idea,  and  I  shall  have  to  pay  more 
for  the  fruit;  but  it  will  mean  a  benefit  in  a 
few  years,  as  we  shall  have  better  fruit,  and 
we  would  rather  have  better  fruit  for  jam- 
making." 

Then,  again,  in  the  Waikato,  where  a  very 
large  amount  of  fruit-growing  was  going  on, 
they  had  this  evidence :    A  witness  said, — 

"  In  this  colony  over  a  thousand  families  live 
by  fruit-growing,  and  we  may  estimate  the 
average  to  consist  of  four  individuals :  this 
gives  a  total  of  four  thousand  persons  who  sub- 
sist by  this  industry.  Now,  the  only  other 
remark  I  wish  to  make  is  that  it  has  been  a 
standing  source  of  injustice  to  people  in  the 
country  districts  that,  whereas  they  are  com- 
pelled to  purchase  things  upon  whioh  a  heavy 
duty  is  charged,  they  have  to  send  their  pro- 
ducts into  the  towns  to  contend  with  fruit- 
which  has  paid  little  or  no  duty,  and  we  think 
it  unfair  that  we  should  be  handicapped  in  this, 
way." 

He  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  effect 
of  placing  duties  upon  these  particular  Jruite- 
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would  be  that  within  two  or  three  years'  time 
they  would  have  cheaper  and  better  fruit  in 
New  Zealand  than  at  present.  It  was  for  that 
reason  he  voted  for  it,  not  for  purposes  of 
revenue. 

Mr.  MILLAR  Baid  the  arguments  adduced 
in  favour  of  this  duty  went  in  a  direction 
against  its  imposition.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden  had  told  them  that  if  they 
put  on  this  Id.  the  growers  would  benefit  by  it. 
What  did  this  tariff  propose  to  do?  He  would 
ask  the  Treasurer  to  turn  to  his  own  tariff; 
and  what  did  they  see  ?  Every  sort  of  machine 
to  be  admitted  free,  and  this  at  a  time  when 
Hundreds  belonging  to  the  trades  were  unable 
to  get  a  day '8  work.  He  would  like  to  explain 
his  position  in  regard  to  the  matter.  Seeing 
that  the  tariff  was  handicapping  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  engaged  in  trade,  he  in- 
tended to  support  every  reduction  on  neces- 
saries of  life. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  perhaps  the 
honourable  member  for  Waipa  knew  a  place 
called  Port  Albert.  This  was  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Port  Albert  Agricultural  and 
Horticultural  Society : — 

"  We,  the  Port  Albert  Agricultural  and  Hor- 
ticultural Society,  respectfully  wish  to  urge  on 
your  attention  the  following  reasons  against 
the  imposition  of  the  proposed  import  duties 
on  fruit :  (1.}  We  believe  free-trade  to  be  the 
only  true  basis  of  any  lasting  commercial  pro- 
sperity. (2.)  We  think  it  unjust  to  tax  the 
whole  community  for  the  benefit  of  a  special 
olass — taxing  the  whole  of  the  fruit-eating  pub- 
lic for  the  benefit  of  the  small  section  of  fruit- 
growers. (3.)  We  think  it  desirable  to*  promote 
the  consumption  of  fruit  in  all  possible  ways, 
as  conducive  to  the  sanitary  and  moral  well- 
being  of  the  people.  The  proposed  duties  would 
considerably  restrict  its  use,  especially  by  the 
working-classes." 

The  honourable  member  for  Waimea-Sounds 
instanced  cases  of  Nelson  fruitgrowers  who  had 
only  netted  the  sum  of  lid.  per  case  for  their 
fruit  in  Wellington.  But  this  was,  unfortu- 
nately, paralleled  by  many  similar  cases  in 
other  lines  of  produce.  How  many  during  last 
year  had  shipped  Home  frozen  meat,  and  had 
netted  scarcely  anything  at  all  after  their  ex- 
penditure t  They,  however,  had  to  await  better 
times,  and  did  not  come  to  Parliament  for  pro- 
tection. With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden,  that  the 
Australian  Colonies  got  the  cream  of  the  fruit- 
market  owing  to  being  a  fortnight  in  advance 
of  New  Zealand,  it  was  absurd  to  say  that  our 
fruit  was  not  to  hold  its  own,  and  more  than 
its  own,  if  properly  grown,  against  Australian 
fruit  of  the  same  variety.  Three  years  ago  he 
saw  Auckland,  Canterbury,  and  Tasmanian 
fruit  all  together  in  Covent  Garden  Market, 
and  the  New  Zealand  fruit  was  undoubtedly 
much  superior.  The  proposal,  therefore,  to 
tax  Australian  fruit  at  the  rate  of  Id.  per 
pound  was  nothing  short  of  monstrous.  With 
regard  to  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton  said, — that  a  freight  of  Is.  6d.  per 
1  had  been  paid  for  sending  fruit  from  the 

VOL.  XC.-27. 


North  to  the  South  Island,  as  against  a  freight 
of  4d.  paid  on  imported  Australian  fruit, — he 
(Mr.  Buchanan)  had  obtained  statements  from 
people  in  a  large  way  of  business  in  this  town 
who  deal  in  fruit  from  Australia  and  all  parts 
of  New  Zealand,  and  they  said  that  the  average 
difference  between  coastal  and  intercolonial 
freight  was  7Ad.  per  case  in  favour  of  New  Zea- 
land fruit.  Why  did  the  Treasurer  profess  to 
see  such  important  advantages  from  a  reci- 
procal tariff  with  South  Australia  and  Canada? 
They  knew  what  New  South  Wales  had  done 
within  the  last  few  months — opened  their  ports 
to  New  Zealand  produce*  entirely  free  from 
duty.  We  imported  a  large  quantity  of  fruit 
from  there,  and  he  hoped  we  should  continue 
to  do  so;  but  how  could  we  expect  them  to 
take  our  products  in  return  if  we  imposed  a 
heavy  tariff  on  their  fruit  ? 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  in  order  to  enable  the 
producer  to  place  his  produce  on  the  market  in 
a  uniform  style  there  must  be  a  demand  for  it. 
The  first  experiment  in  frozen  mutton  failed 
because  it  was  not  sufficiently  organized,  and 
that  was  analogous  to  the  fruit  trade.  New 
Zealand  fruitgrowers  had  no  market,  and  were 
becoming  disheartened,  and  allowed  their  fruit 
to  rot  rather  than  send  it  to  market.  If  this 
duty  were  put  on,  even  for  five  or  six  years,  it 
would  give  sufficient  impetus  to  the  industry, 
and  the  demand  for  New  Zealand  fruit  would 
become  more  regular.  They  had  heard  some 
arguments  from  a  town  point  of  view.  The 
townspeople  should  be  prepared  to  give  and 
take.  He  was  going  to  vote  for  the  proposed 
increased  duty  on  fruit.  The  reason  that  apples 
could  be  produced  so  cheaply  in  California  was 
that  thoy  employed  Chinese  labour  there  at  the 
rate  of  15s.  a  week. 

Mr.  LANG  had  been  accused  of  inconsistency 
in  this  matter,  but  he  wished  to  explain  that  he 
had  voted  the  other  evening  for  the  duty  on 
fruit,  and  that  he  intended  to  vote  in  the  same 
direction  that  evening.  He  felt  exceedingly 
grateful  for  the  interest  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Avon  had  taken  in  the  way  he 
(Mr.  Lang)  had  voted,  but  he  could  assure  the 
honourable  member  that,  as  long  as  his  con- 
stituents were  satisfied,  the  opinion  of  the 
honourable  member  was  a  matter  of  perfect 
indifference  to  him.  He  regretted  that  there 
was  not  time  to  say  a  good  deal  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  he  knew  a  fruit* 
grower,  quite  close  to  Dunedin,  who  was  only 
able  to  get  from  Jd.  to  Id.  per  pound  for  his 
apples,  when  before  his  very  eyes  in  the  shops 
he  saw  them  marked  from  4d.  to  6d.  per  pound, 
and  he  was  entirely  powerless  to  do  anything 
against  that.  This  increased  duty  would  not 
benefit  that  man  in  the  least,  nor  would  the 
public  get  any  benefit. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  knew  that  there  were  fruit- 
growers in  his  district  who  sent  fruit  away  for 
sale  and  did  not  even  get  back  the  oost  of  their 
oases  and  the  freight. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
1  Id.'  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 
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Ayes,  80. 

Cadman 

MoGowan 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  G.  J 

r. 

Collins 

MoNab 

Stevens 

Crowther 

Mills 

Steward 

Duncan 

Mitch  el  son 

Thompson, 

R. 

Hall 

Montgomery 

Thompson, 

T. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Ward. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Newman 

Tellers 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 

Graham 

Lang 

Keeves 

Russell,  G. 

W 

Lawry 

Noes,  26. 

Allen 

Flatman 

Pinkerton 

Bell 

Green 

Pirani 

Buchanan 

Hall-Jones 

Russell,  W. 

R. 

Buddo 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Tanner 

Buick 

Maslin 

Willis 

Button 

McKenzie,  R. 

Wilson. 

Carnell 

McLachlan 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

Meredith 

H?gg 

Earnshaw 

0 'Regan 
Paies. 

Mackenzie, 

T. 

For 

Against. 

Carncross                     Stout 

Houston                        Te  Ao 

Larnach.                     Millar. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Mr.  T.  Mackenzie's  motion  to  reduce  the 
item  to  Jd.  negatived,  and  "  Id."  retained. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  strike  out  "  currants." 
These  fruits  were  free  before,  and  he  did  not 
see  that  this  tax  of  £d.  per  pound  was  at  all 
necessary. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buddo 

AXJSB,  QU, 

Lawry 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Collins 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Crowther 

MoNab 

Tanner 

Graham 

Meredith 

Thompson,  R. 

Hall 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall-Jones 

Mitchelson 

Ward 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Willis. 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Morrison 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Newman 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Lang 

Noes,  19. 

Bell 

Flatman 

Pirani 

Buick 

Hogg 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Button 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Wilson. 

Carnell 

Massey 

Duncan 

McLachlan 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

Millar 

Allen 

Earnshaw 

Pinkerton 

Buchanan. 

Majority  for,  17. 

"  Currants » 

retained. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  "rasp- 
berries "  be  struck  out.  The  reason  he  selected 
this  fruit  was  that  local  makers  of  jams  could 
not  get  supplies  of  raspberries  in  the  colony. 
They  were  not  grown  in  sufficient  quantities, 
and  yet  these  jams  were  made  and  exported 
to  the  other  Australasian  Colonies  now  by  some 


of  our  enterprising  jam-makers.  Some  of  them 
were  willing  to  undertake  a  two  years'  con- 
tract with  the  local  growers  to  take  all  the 
fruit  they  produced,  and  to  pay  for  it  at  double 
the  cost  of  landing  Tasmanian.  The  reason 
was  that  the  imported  fruit  got  so  much  out  of 
condition  ;  but,  still,  the  makers  of  jams  must 
have  their  assortments  in  order  to  make  their 
jams  sell. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  simply  talking  nonsense.  Nelson  was 
one  of  the  finest  districts  in  the  world  for 
producing  raspberries,  and  the  best  jam-manu- 
facturer in  the  colony  was  there.  This  jam- 
manufacturer  wrote  him  to  say  he  was  pleased 
to  see  that  a  duty  of  Id.  per  pound  had  been 
put  on  apples  and  other  fruits,  and  that  in  his 
opinion  the  duty  on  raspberries  and  other  kinds 
should  be  the  same.  These  small  fruits  gave 
more  labour  in  cultivation,  and  could  be  grown 
all  over  New  Zealand.  In  his  district  sufficient 
raspberries  were  produced  to  supply  the  re- 
quirements of  the  district  as  well  as  to  give 
the  local  manufacturer  all  that  he  wanted.  If 
they  put  a  duty  on  this  fruit,  raspberries  could 
and  would  be  still  more  largely  grown  all  over 
New  Zealand. 

Captain  RUSSELL  spoke  as  a  practical  rasp- 
berry-grower, and  he  had  never  seen  Buch  good 
raspberries  as  were  grown  in  his  district.  He 
had  had  raspberry-beds  for  sixteen  years,  and 
so  weighty  was  the  fruit  that  it  almost  broke 
down  the  sticks  to  which  the  plants  were  tied 
up.  There  was  no  necessity  for  protecting  this 
fruit.  It  could  be  grown  with  a  profusion  that 
was  almost  incredible. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  objeot  of  the  best  jam- 
maker  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  was  to  prevent  competition  from 
the  other  jam-makers  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said  this  fruit  could  be  grown 
exceedingly  well  in  Wanganui. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  supported  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha.  In 
Dunedin  a  jam-maker  was  willing  to  buy  all 
the  raspberries  that  were  produced  in  the 
colony.  This  firm  would  undertake  to  buy  all 
that  were  sent  to  them,  and  to  give  the  same 
price  that  was  given  for  the  imported  article. 
The  firm's  name  was  Irving  and  Stevenson. 
They  employed  seventy-two  hands,  and  did  a 
large  business,  and  if  they  were  prevented  from 
getting  the  imported  raspberries  their  business 
would  be  seriously  interfered  with.  He  would 
urge  upon  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  remove  the 
duty,  as  the  industry  was  an  important  one. 
and  deserved  to  be  fostered  and  encouraged. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  objection  raised 
by  many  members  of  the  House  to  the  duty 
was  that  they  oould  not  grow  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  fruit  here  to  meet  the  looal  de- 
mand. One  Arm  had  paid  3d.  per  pound  for 
ail  the  raspberries  they  could  get  in  the  colony, 
but  they  oould  not  get  a  full  supply,  and  had 
to  go  outside  the  colony  for  what  they  wanted. 
Their  increased  output  in  jam  this  year  would 
be  two  thousand  cases,  and  they  must  have 
this  fruit  to  complete  their  mixed  oases  of 
jama.    The  Government  talked  of  encouraging 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1695.]         Customs  and  Excise         [HO  0  BE.] 


Duties  Bill. 


419 


local  industry,  and  when  they  were  shown  the 
case  of  a  firm  doing  a  large  business,  and  who 
were  prepared  to  give  a  good  price  for  the  pro- 
duots  of  the  colony,  if  they  could  get  them, 
they  were  going  to  stop  the  industry  by  pre- 
venting the  firm  in  question  from  importing 
what  they  could  not  get  in  the  colony.  He 
hoped  this  duty  on  raspberries  would  be  re- 
mitted. 

Mr.  PIRANI  would  not  have  risen  but  for 
the  statements  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City  about  the  magnificent  jam 
industry  they  had  at  Nelson.  The  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City  must  have  forgotten 
that  in  the  report  of  the  Tariff  Commission  there 
was  the  evidence  of  the  very  jam-manufacturer 
he  referred  to,  who  stated  that  the  duty  on 
raspberries  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  price  of  jam  in  the  colony.  He  forgot 
Also  that  the  report  contained  the  evidence  of 
the  Fruitgrowers'  Association  of  Nelson  to 
the  effect  that  they  could  not  produce  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  this  fruit  in  the  Nel- 
son District  to  supply  the  jam-makers.  He 
-forgot  also  that  the  president  of  the  Fruit- 
growers' Association  said  that  the  reason  rasp- 
berries could  not  be  produced  was  on  account 
of  the  pests  that  affected  the  canes.  It  would 
have  been  better  for  the  honourable  gentleman, 
before  speaking  as  he  did  of  the  raspberries  in 
his  own  district,  to  consult  the  evidence  of  the 
president  of  the  Fruitgrowers'  Association,  and 
go  upon  that  evidence,  and  not  upon  his  own 
statement.  The  manufacturer  knew  that  the 
duty  on  fresh  raspberries  would  increase  his 
•own  profits,  and  not  that  of  any  other  jam- 
maker,       i 

Mr.  GRAHAM  had  not  said  anything  about 
the  evidence  given  by  the  Fruitgrowers'  /Asso- 
ciation. The  assertion  he  had  made  was  that 
the  jam-manufacturers  in  Nelson  got  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  raspberries  for  all  their  require- 
ments, and  could  get  all  they  wanted  in  the 
district.  Their  evidenoe  before  the  Commis- 
sion bore,  out  that  statement,  they  having  stated 
before  the  Commission,  in  answer  to  questions, 
that  they  did  not  require  to  import  any  rasp- 
berries at  all. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  there  was  a  jam- 
maker  in  Invercargill  who  was  prepared  to 
•enter  into  a  two  years'  contraot  with  any  one 
in  New  Zealand,  and  to  give  4d.  a  pound  for 
locally-grown  raspberries  for  all  they  liked  to 
send  him.  At  present,  however,  he  could  not 
get  them. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Bnddo 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

lABg 


Ayes,  29. 

Maslin 

Seddon 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

McNab 

Tanner 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Mills 

Ward 

Mitchelson 

Willis. 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Parata 

Graham 

Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Buiok 

Button 

Carnell 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Flatman    . 


Nobs,  25. 
Green 
Hetce 
Hogg 

Hutchison,  W. 
La  wry 
Massey 
McKenzie,  R. 
MoLachlan 
Millar 


Montgomery 
Pinkerton 
Pirani 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Carncross  Stout 

Houston.  Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  4. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  **  raspberries  " 
retained. 

"  Fruit,  fresh — namely,  currants,  raspberries, 
gooseberries,  blackberries,  and  strawberries :  £d» 
the  pound." — Agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday,  20th  September,  1895. 

J.  McCarthy— Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Prayers. 

j.  McCarthy. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition 
of  Jeremiah  McCarthy,  to  the  following  effect : — 

**  Petitioner  states  that  in  January  last  he 
was  arrested  for  the  murder  of  one  Thomas 
Sullivan ;  that  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  com- 
mitted him  for  trial,  but  on  the  case  coming 
before  the  Grand  Jury  his  Honour  the  Judge 
directed  the  jury  to  throw  out  the  bill,  and 
petitioner  was  released  from  custody;  that 
petitioner  incurred  expenses  amounting  to  £100 
in  connection  with  the  same.  He  prays  for 
relief. 

"  I  am  directed  to  report  that  this  Commit- 
tee is  of  opinion  the  callousness  exhibited  by 
petitioner  towards  deceased  whilst  lying  on 
the  roadside  in  an  evidently  unsound  state  of 
mind  and  body  contributed  in  a  large  degree 
to  create  in  the  minds  of  the  police  the  sus- 
picion which  led  to  his  arrest ;  therefore  the 
Committee  has  no  recommendation  to  make 
in  regard  to  the  petition/' 

He  moved,  That  the  report  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Major  STEWARD  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
That  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  summon  the  peti- 
tioner. If  he  had  any  friends  in  the  House— 
and  he  hoped  he  had  many — he  would  ask 
for  their  attention  while  he  stated  what  he 
believed  to  be  a  grievance  which  required  the 
attention  of  the  House.     If  there  was  any- 
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thing  upon  which  Parliament  prided  itself  it 
was  that  it  was  the  fountain  of  justice,  and 
that  every  man  who  had  an  injury  or  a  griev- 
ance to  complain  of  had  a  right  to  appeal  to 
Parliament  for  redress.  If  there  was  any  case 
in  which  a  man  could  be  put  under  painful  cir- 
cumstances it  was  when  he  was  charged  with 
wilful  murder,  and  placed  on  his  trial  without 
sufficient  evidence  to  justify  such  committal. 
The  case  of  the  petitioner  was  a  case  in  point, 
and  he  would  ask  the  House  to  listen  to  the 
whole  details  of  the  case.  On  January  10th  of 
this  year,  he  asked  them  to  remember — for  it 
was  important  that  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
summer — a  man,  apparently  of  weak  intellect, 
whose  name  was  afterwards  discovered  to  be 
Thomas  Sullivan,  called  at  a  hotel  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Waitaki  River,  and  spoke 
to  Mr.  Henderson,  the  lessee.  Mr.  Henderson 
asked  a  question  as  to  where  the  man  lived, 
and  suggested,  jokingly  it  was  supposed,  Sea- 
cliff.  The  man  proceeded  a  few  miles  north, 
and  called  at  the  house  of  one  Kilworth,  found 
his  way  into  the  house  uninvited,  and  was 
challenged  as  to  his  right  to  be  there  present ; 
and  he  informed  Kilworth  that  he  wanted  to 
see  a  man  named  McCarthy.  It  appeared  that 
McCarthy  was  a  neighbour  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  distant,  and,  as  the  Judge  stated  at 
the  trial,  he  believed  the  man  named  McCarthy 
at  random.  He  went  to  McCarthy's  house 
and  knocked  at  the  door,  forced  his  way  in, 
and  threatened  the  lives  of  all  the  inmates. 
McCarthy  was  called,  and  turned  the  man  out 
of  the  house  without  undue  violence.  That 
was  on  Thursday,  10th  of  January.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  McCarthy  was  travelling  along  the 
road,  and  saw  the  man  lying  by  the  side  of  the 
road  under  a  hedge.  He  got  down  and  asked 
him  why  he  was  there,  and  he  said  his  leg  was 
poisoned,  and  McCarthy  gave  him  some  tea  and 
bread  and  meat,  and  drove  on.  The  next  day 
McCarthy  saw  the  man  lying  in  the  same  place, 
and  called  on  a  friend  named  McDonough,  and 
told  him  a  man  was  lying  at  the  roadside  who, 
he  thought,  required  attention.  He  was  after- 
wards found  dead  with  two  broken  legs  and  a 
broken  collar-bone.  The  evidence  given  by  Dr. 
Barclay  at  the  inquest  was  to  the  effect  that  to 
the  best  of  his  opinion,  iudging  from  appear- 
ances, the  injuries  had  been  inflicted  within 
from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours.  Now,  it  was 
forty-eight  hours  from  the  time  that  he  called 
at  McCarthy's  house  to  the  time  he  was  found 
dead ;  therefore  the  doctor's  evidence  went  to 
show  that  the  injuries  must  have  been  inflicted 
by  some  one  other  than  McCarthy.  It  was 
quite  true  that  in  cross-examination  the  doctor 
admitted  it  might  be  possible  that  the  injuries 
were  inflicted  forty-eight  hours  before,  but,  as 
already  stated,  he  had  given  it  as  his  opinion 
that  it  was  within  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours. 
When  the  case  came  before  the  Coroner's 
jury  they  found  a  verdict  that  deoeased  had 
died  by  violence  inflicted  by  some  person  or 
persons  unknown;  they  added  a  rider  that 
they  thought  McCarthy  had  been  guilty  of  in- 
humanity in  not  having  paid  greater  attention 
to  this  man.  His  (Major  Steward's)  opinion 
Major  Steward 


was  that  the  rider  was  not  justified.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  it  was  the  height  of 
summer,  and  there  was  no  particular  hard- 
ship in  a  man  sleeping  in  the  open  air,  and 
when  a  man  who  was  passing  gave  him  a 
piece  of  bread  and  something  to  drink,  and 
the  following  day  called  on  a  neighbour,  and 
said  he  thought  the  man  wanted  looking  after, 
there  could  not  be  very  much  in  the  rider  ol 
the  jury.  The  man  was  charged  with  wilful 
murder  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  ;  he- 
was  committed  for  trial ;  and  now,  what  did 
Judge  Denniston,  who  was  a  very  careful 
Judge,  say  ?    He  said, — 

"  The  other  oase  of  murder  was  a  peculiar 
one.  There  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  facts; 
there  was  no  suggestion  that  tbe  witnesses 
were  not  speaking  the  truth  ;  the  question  was, 
what  inferences  it  was  legally  right  for  the 
jury  to  draw  from  the  facts.  On  Thursday, 
January  10th  (it -was  important  to  remember 
the  dates)  deceased  was  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  accused's  farm.  At  half -past  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening  he  walked  without  knocking: 
into  the  house  of  a  farmer  named  Kilworth. 
He  walked  into  the  house  without  any  right, 
and  in  what  might  be  called  an  impudent 
manner,  and  when  the  owner  complained 
deceased  asked  for  the  house  of  McCarthy. 
There  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  knew 
McCarthy  or  wanted  him.  He  seemed  to  have 
used  names  at  random.  Kilworth  pointed  out 
to  him  McCarthy's  house,  half  a  mile  away.  It 
seemed  clear  that  at  this  time  deceased,  though- 
a  little  lame  (possibly  footsore),  was  able  to  get 
over  a  fence  and  cross  a  water-race ;  he  seemed 
to  be  sound  in  his  limbs.  Passing  over  for 
a  moment  the  evidence  of  accused  and  his 
family,  deceased  was  seen  next  Friday  morn- 
ing, (he  11th,  at  nine  o'clock,  by  a  girl  named' 
Rose  Davies  and  her  brother,  who  were  driving., 
along  the  road.  Deceased  was  then  lying  on 
the  side  of  the  road,  some  way  from  the  house 
of  the  accused.  He  had  a  towel,  a  pannikin, 
and  a  piece  of  brown  paper  beside  him.  Some 
time  later  they  returned  along  the  same  road, 
and  saw  deceased  in  the  same  place.  About 
two  o'clock  the  same  day  McCarthy  came  out 
of  his  place  with  a  dray,  and  the  boy  Davies 
went  along  with  him,  and  saw  deoeased  in  the 
same  place.  Accused  at  this  time  gave  de- 
ceased some  scones,  tea,  and  bread  and  meat* 
This  was  the  first  time  at  which  there  was  any 
evidence  (outside  his  own  family)  of  accused 
having  seen  or  spoken  to  deceased  at  all.  This- 
was  at  two  o'clock  on  Friday.  McCarthy  and. 
deceased  had  a  conversation  in  the  presence  of 
the  boy  Davies."  [His  Honour  read  from  the 
depositions  the  evidence  of  the  boy  Davies. 
The  conversation  referred  to  was:  McCarthy 
spoke  to  the  man,  and  asked,  "  What's  the 
matter  ?  "  The  man  said  his  leg  was  poisoned. 
McCarthy  felt  his  left  leg  just  below  the  knee^ 
and  said,  *'  Is  your  leg  poisoned  ?  "  McCarthy 
told  the  man  to  cover  the  meat  over.  The 
man  did  not  eat  any  food  while  witness  wa«- 
there,  but  he  drank  some  tea.  After  they  left 
the  deceased  McCarthy  said,  "  The  poor  man 
can't  walk,"  and  when  they  were  in  the  fiel<|« 
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McCarthy  said,  "  The  man  must  be  out  of  his 
mind.**]  "  It  was  important  to  notice  that  this 
conversation  took  place  in  the  presence  of 
Davies,  and  it  was  important  to  notice  that 
the  deceased  made  no  statement  about  in- 
juries inflicted  by  accused.  Two  hours  after 
that  conversation  the  boy  Davies,  going  that 
way  again,  said  the  man  had  crossed  the  road. 
There  was  no  further  evidence  until  the  follow- 
ing day,  when  Davies,  the  father  of  the  boy 
■and  girl,  with  his  daughter,  were  driving  along 
the  road  at  half-past  five  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
and  saw  an  object  lying  on  the  roadside,  some 
chains  away  from  where  Davies  had  seen  the 
'  -deceased  the  day  before,  and  so  much  further 
from  accused's  house.  They  did  nothing  to 
the  object  then,  but  on  driving  back  two  hours 
later  they  saw  the  same  object,  and  going  to 
it  they  found  it  was  deceased,  lying  dead.  At 
midnight  the  same  day  the  police  went  out  and 
brought  the  body  to  Waimate.  On  medical 
examination  it  was  found  that  deceased  had 
been  considerably  injured — there  was  an  in- 
jury on  the  temple,  one  of  the  collar-bones  was 
broken,  and  the  left  leg  was  badly  broken 
below  the  knee.  The  doctor  said  the  injuries 
must  have  been  inflicted  during  life,  and  could 
cot  have  been  self-inflicted,  and  that  the  frao- 
tures  could  not  be  the  result  of  a  fall,  but 
were  the  result  of  direct  violence.  The  doctor 
added  that  the  man  was  so  ill  or  diseased  that 
be  would  probably  have  died  shortly,  but  that 
he  believed  the  injuries  he  described  hastened 
the  death  of  deceased.  He  also  said  it  was 
impossible  for  the  man  to  have  gone  a  distance 
from  where  he  was  seen  by  the  boy  Davies  and 
the  place  where  he  was  found  dead.  The  ac- 
cused was  examined  at  the  inquest,  and  made 
a  statement.  His  Honour  read  accused's  state- 
ment, and  then  proceeded  to  say  that  it  was 
important  to  notice  that  there  was  not  a  par- 
ticle of  evidence  directly  connecting  the  ac- 
cused with  the  deceased's  injuries,  except  that 
deceased  went  to  accused's  house  on  Thursday 
night,  and  that  the  accused  fed  him,  as  shown 
by  Davies,  at  two  p.m.  on  Friday.  But  for 
this  there  would  be  nothing  but  conjecture  to 
connect  the  acoused  with  the  matter.  He 
need  not  say  that  a  man's  liberty  is  not  to  be 
jeopardized  on  conjecture." 

Now,  he  would  omit  a  certain  portion  of  the 
charge,  for  honourable  members  could  see  it 
for  themselves  in  the  Titnaru  Herald  of  the 
4Hh  February,  and  be  would  come  to  the  final 
remarks  of  his  Honour  the  Judge  on  the  sub- 
ject : — 

"The  first  question  was:  Is  there  evidence 
to  justify  a  jury  in  saying  that  the  proved  facts 
were  such  as  to  lead  to  no  other  inference  than 
that  which  the  Crown  suggested?  This  was  a 
plausible,  and,  indeed,  a  probable,  theory.  The 
facts  did  seem  to  point  that  way.  It  was  not 
enough  for  a  theory  to  be  plausible  or  probable. 
It  had  to  be  more  than  a  theory.  It  had 
to  exclude  all  other  reasonable  explanations. 
The  accused  had  given  a  point-blank  denial. 
The  Grand  Jury  were  entitled  to  ignore  that 
denial,  and  all  the  evidence  of  acoused  and  his 
family.   The  accused  was  not  even  called  upon 


to  deny  the  act ;  it  was  for  the  Crown  to  prove) 
that  he  did  it.  There  were  many  ways  in 
which  the  man  might  have  been  injured — by 
some  accident  or  by  some  other  person.  There1 
was  nothing  to  connect  accused  with  the  in- 
juries, except  the  facts  that  the  deceased  was 
seen  going  towards  his  house,  and  that  he  fed 
him.  Were  these  facts  sufficient  to  make  a 
primd  facie  case?  The  feeding  of  the  deceased 
was  done  in  the  presence  of  a  witness,  and  he 
entered  into  conversation  with  deceased  in  pre- 
sence of  the  witness.  It  might  be  supposed 
that  deceased  would  have  said  something  to 
connect  the  accused  with  his  injuries  if  he 
had  caused  them.  The  accused  seemed  to 
have  invited  that  risk  in  going  before  him 
with  a  witness.  But  the  man  said  nothing. 
The  accused  in  his  own  statement  seemed  to 
suggest  some  roughness,  but  that  might  be 
consistent  with  a  mere  ejectment.  They  had 
nothing  to  do  with  subsequent  neglect  of 
the  man  while  he  was  on  the  road.  There 
was  no  legal  duty  upon  any  person  to  do 
anything  for  any  man  he  meets  on  the 
road,  whatever  may  be  his  moral  duty.  His 
Honour  briefly  referred  to  the  evidence  given 
by  accused's  family,  and  concluded  that  this 
did  not  help  the  theory  of  the  police.  Another 
question  was  this:  Supposing  a  prima  facie 
case  to  be  made  out,  what  was  there  to  bring 
the  injuries  home  to  the  accused  individual? 
There  was  at  the  house  besides  accused  a 
young  man  of  eighteen,  accused's  son,  at  least 
as  likely  to  lose  his  temper  and  commit  acts 
of  violence,  and  the  evidence  was  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  guilt  of  either  of  them  more 
than  the  other.  However  unsatisfactory  the 
result  may  be,  no  one  oould  be  convicted  on 
such  evidence.  Exclude  the  family,  and  there 
was  no  evidence  at  all  of  what  took  place  after 
the  man  was  seen  going  to  the  house  of  ac- 
cused. The  evidence,  at  the  best,  only  pointed 
to  some  violence  by  a  member  of  the  family. 
Circumstantial  evidence  must  be  a  number  of 
circumstances  all  pointing  in  one  direction,  the 
weight  of  the  total  result  being  such  as  to  ex- 
clude any  other  explanation.  Here  there  were 
only  one  or  two  circumstances,  of  which  it  was 
impossible  to  make  a  rope  of  evidence  to  drag  a 
man  to  his  trial.  If  the  same  evidence  and  no 
more  were  laid  before  a  petty  jury  he  would 
have  to  direct  them  that  they  could  not  convict 
upon  it.  It  was  remarked  at  the  committal 
that  it  would  be  better  for  the  accused  that  he 
should  go  to  trial.  But  these  proceedings  were 
not  instituted  for  the  sake  of  the  accused ;  and 
a  man's  character  was  better  guarded  by  re- 
fusal to  commit,  as  acquittal  in  this  Court 
might  merely  mean  that  the  charge  was  not 
proved.  Besides,  acquittal  was  a  bar  to  further 
proceedings,  and  if  there  was  a  difficult  matter 
it  would  be  better  left  open  to  further  investi- 
gation." 

Now,  he  drew  attention  to  the  last  remarks 
of  his  Honour.    Nothing  could  be  stronger : — 

"There  was  in  this  case  a  total  absence  of 
evidence  directly  connecting  the  acoused  or  any 
of  his  family  with  the  transaction  —  nothing 
but  conjeoture,  no  direct  evidence  at  all ;  and 
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\t  would  be  an  exceedingly  unsafe  thing,  to  bis 
mind,  if  the  liberty  of  any  man  were  to  be  put 
in  jeopardy  on  such  evidence.  He  would  have 
to  direct  the  petty  jury  that  they  ought  not  to 
convict ;  and  this  was  just  the  sort  of  case  in 
which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Jury  to 
interpose  between  the  Crown  and  the  accused.1' 
The  Grand  Jury  found  "  No  true  bill."  He 
Major  Steward)  further  wished  to  say  tnat  he 
lad  the  honour  to  present,  some  weeks  ago, 
in  connection  with  this  case,  a  petition  signed 
by  123  reputable  persons  in  the  district,  all  of 
whom  knew  McCarthy.  McCarthy  had  been 
a  resident  in  the  district  for  twenty  years, 
and,  so  far  as  he  (Major  Steward)  knew,  was 
a  man  of  unblemished  character.  The  strong 
opinion  of  the  whole  district  was  that  there  had 
been  a  failure  of  justice,  that  this  man  was 
brought  up  on  the  charge  upon  utterly  insuf- 
ficient evidence,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
whatsoever  against  him.  He  had  given  the 
House  the  opinion  of  Judge  Dennis  ton,  which, 
he  thought,  ought  to  have  some  weight.  Now, 
this  man  McCarthy  happened  to  be  a  Roman 
Catholic.  He  belonged  to  a  Church  which  had 
in  New  Zealand  some  of  the  ablest,  most  pains- 
taking, and  most  self-denying  priests  that,  he 
believed,  were  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  The  priest  in  this  particular  district 
(Father  Regnault)  was  a  man  who  had  the 
respect  of  the  whole  district,  and  certainly 
had  hia  (Major  Steward's)  most  entire  respect. 
They  knew  what  the  laws  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  were,  and  his  opinion  was  that, 
if  anything  at  all  had  been  communicated  to 
Father  Regnault,  even  under  the  seal  of  the 
confessional,  to  make  him  aware,  as  he  must 
necessarily  have  been  aware,  that  the  man 
was  guilty,  if  he  was  guilty,  he  certainly  would 
not  have  taken  the  steps  he  had  taken,  in 
connection  with  a  number  of  other  people, 
to  petition  in  his  favour.  Although  he  had  a 
very  strong  feeling  in  the  matter,  he  did  not 
wish  to  lay  any  blame  whatsoever  on  the  police 
in  any  way;  but  he  feared  there  was  on  the 
part  of  the  department,  and,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  on  the  part  of  the  Minister,  a  great  deal  of 
prejudice.  When  he  presented  the  petition  to 
the  Minister  he  would  recollect  that  he  said  at 
once  that  McCarthy  had  only  got  what  he  de- 
served, because  he  had  left  the  man  lying  on 
the  side  of  the  road.  If  the  House  would  look 
at  the  papers  which  were  lying  on  the  table 
they  would  see,  in  the  reply  of  Inspector 
Broham,  paragraph  after  paragraph  in  which 
the  words  occurred,  *■  The  theory  of  the  police 
is  this."  Now,  he  submitted  there  ought  to 
be  something  a  good  deal  stronger  than  theory 
before  a  man  was  put  to  the  pain  and  expense 
that  McCarthy  had  been  put  to  in  this  case. 
The  petition  which  came  before  the  House 
asked  —  what?  McCarthy  did  not  complain 
that  under  our  complex  civilisation  he  had 
been  committed  and  made  to  suffer,  both  in 
purse  and  mind,  owing  to  the  charge  brought 
against  him,  but  he  asked  that  he  should  be 
refunded  the  expenses  to  which  he  had  been 
put.  This  was  all  he  asked.  He  said  he  had 
spent  J265  in  fees  to  counsel  in  connection 
Major  Steward 


with  his  defence  from  the  most  serious  charge 
which  could  be  alleged  against  any  man ;  that 
for  three  weeks  he  was  locked  up;  and  that, 
being  a  small  farmer,  and  not  able  to  pay 
that  proper  attention  to  his  harvest  he  other- 
wise would  have  done,  he  had  lost  £85  in  that 
respect.  He  therefore  petitioned  the  House- 
that  he  might  be  refunded  his  expenses.  He* 
thought  it  was  a  small  matter  to  ask  the  House- 
that  that  number  of  pounds  should  be  refunded. 
He,  as  member  for  the  district,  had  only  stated 
the  secondary  evidence  that  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  him,  and  he  thought  it  was-  only 
fair,  as  prayed  by  the  petitioner,  that  he  should 
be  allowed  to  appear  before  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee,  and  to  fill  up  any  of  the  gaps- 
that  he  (Major  Steward),  as  the  member  for 
the  district,  had  not  been  able  to  supply.  He 
moved,  That  the  petition  be  referred  back  to 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  for  further  con- 
sideration, and  with  an  instruction  to  summon 
the  petitioner. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  eaid  the  petition  of  Jere- 
miah McCarthy  was  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sac 
down,   the  Hon.  Major  Steward.     This  peti- 
tion was  sent  by  the  Petitions  Classification 
Committee  to  the  Public  Petitions  M  to  Z  Com- 
mittee, and  was  considered  by  that  Commit- 
tee on  Tuesday  last.    Intimation  was  given  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki   (Major 
Steward)  to  be  present  to  give  evidence  himself 
personally,  and  to  bring  forward  what  other 
evidence  he  thought  proper.    The  petition  had 
been  before  the  Committee  for  some  two  or 
three  weeks,  and,  at  the  instance  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,   the  consideration  had  been 
deferred  to  suit  his  convenience.    It  appeared 
from  the  evidence  given  before  the  Committee 
on  Tuesday  last  that  the  unfortunate  man, 
Thomas  Sullivan,  had   been  in  the  Waitaki 
district  for  several  days  prior  to  the  circum- 
stances   connected    with    the    charge    subse- 
quently made  against  McCarthv.    The  opinion 
not  only  of  a  man  named  Henderson,  who> 
came  in  contact  with  the  man  Sullivan,  but 
also  that  of  a  large  number  of  the  general 
public,  was  that  Sullivan,  if  not  really  insane, 
was,  at  any  rate,  a  man  of  very  weak  intel- 
lect.    It   appeared   that   on    the    evening   of 
Thursday,  the  10th  of  January  last,  Sullivan 
called  at  the  house  of  a  man  named  Kil worthy 
a  farmer  in  the  locality  where  McCarthy  lived. 
McCarthy's  residence  was  half  a  mile  distant 
from  Kilworth's.    Sullivan  inquired  from  Kil- 
worth  the  way  to  McCarthy's  place.    He  then 
went  across  the  paddocks,  and    on    reaching 
McCarthy's  house,  at  eight  o'clock  the  same 
evening,  according  to  McCarthy's  sworn  state- 
ment,  Sullivan   went  to   the  front  door  and 
kicked  the  door,  and  then  went  to  the  back 
door  and  kicked  that  door  also,  with  the  view 
of  gaining  admission.    He  stated  this  was  his. 
house  and  that  he  wanted  to  go  in.   McCarthy's 
children  informed  their  father  of  the  particu- 
lars, whereupon   McCarthy  appeared    on    the- 
scene,  and,  according  to  his  own  statement,  he- 
remained  several  yards  apart  from   the  man*. 
Sullivan,  and  it  appeared  that  Sullivan,  ao- 
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cording  to  McCarthy's  statement,  left  his  pre- 
mises and  went  away.  But  at  twelve  o'clock 
the  same  night  McCarthy  was  aroused  by  a 
cry,  or,  as  he  stated,  by  the  singing  of  a  man 
on  the  road.  McCarthy  got  up  and  remained 
under  his  verandah  some  time  while  the  dis- 
tressful crying  of  this  man  went  on.  Then  he 
went  in,  shut  the  door,  and  went  to  bed  again. 
It  appeared  that  McCarthy's  children  on  the 
following  morning  took  some  refreshments  to 
Sullivan,  and  came  back,  and  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day  it  appeared  that  McCarthy, 
in  company  with  some  of  his  family,  went  in 
a  dray  to  a  paddock  some  distance  from  the 
house.  In  doing  so  they  had  to  pass  the 
man,  and  they  saw  Sullivan  lying  on  the  side 
of  the  road  without  any  blankets  or  coverings 
whatever,  with  the  exception  of  his  ordinary 
clothes.  A  young  man  named  Davies  and  his 
sister  arrived  on  the  scene  just  about  the 
same  time.  McCarthy  pulled  up  his  dray,  and 
gave  the  man  Sullivan  some  bread,  scones, 
meat,  and  tea,  and  Davies  remarked  to  him 
that  there  was  something  the  matter  with  the 
man,  as  one  of  his  legs  was  bent  under  him. 
McCarthy  returned  the  same  afternoon,  and 
noticed  that  the  man  had  crawled  to  the  other 
side  of  the  road.  Davies  and  his  sister  also 
returned  the  same  afternoon,  and  noticed  that 
the  man  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road 
to  what  he  was  in  the  forenoon.  It  appeared 
that  Sullivan  was  there  all  Thursday  night, 
all  Friday,  and  on  Saturday  morning  he  was 
notioed  at  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
lower  down  the  road  from  McCarthy's.  It  was 
given  in  evidence  that  Sullivan  had  a  leg» 
broken  and  a  collar-bone  broken,  and  also  had 
received  other  injuries.  Near  where  he  had 
lain  on  the  Thursday  afternoon  there  was 
a  stream  of  water  12in.  deep.  When  he  was 
found  on  the  Saturday  night  there  were  no 
marks  or  indications  to  show  that  he  had 
dragged  himself  through  the  stream,  yet  he  had 
got  there  by  some  means  or  other.  McCarthy 
on  the  Saturday  morning  went  by  train  to 
Oamaru.  He  saw  Sullivan  on  the  road,  and 
mentioned  it  to  a  man  named  McDonnell ;  but, 
instead  of  reporting  the  matter  to  the  police 
on  his  arrival  at  Oamaru,  McCarthy  returned 
home.  On  his  way  from  the  railway- station  he 
went  the  same  road,  and  he  made  a  sworn  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  he  was  not  aware  the 
man  was  lying  on  the  side  of  the  road.  Sul  I  i van 
was  picked  up  on  the  Saturday  evening  dead, 
and  an  inquest  was  held,  at  which  Dr.  Barclay 
gave  evidence.  The  honourable  member  for 
Waitaki  had  not  disclosed  to  the  House 
the  full  information  that  he  had  given  before 
the  Committee.  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  Dr.  Barolay  gave  evidence  to  the 
effect  that  the  injuries  must  have  been  in- 
flicted not  more  than  twelve  or  twenty-four 
hours  previous  to  death,  while  the  doctor's 
statement  was  that  the  injuries  might  have 
been  inflicted  some  two  or  three  days  pre- 
vious to  death.  The  Coroner's  jury  con- 
sidered the  evidence,  and  the  verdict  they  gave 
was  as  follows i  "That  the  deceased  died  on 
the  12th  January,  from  injuries  reoeived  by 


violence  from  some  person  or  persons  un- 
known." And  they  added,  as  a  rider,  a  grave 
censure  on  the  inhuman  oonduct  of  Jeremiah 
McCarthy  in  allowing  the  deceased  to  be  in  his 
apparently  helpless  condition  without  giving 
information  to  the  police,  or  assisting  him 
in  some  other  way.  On  the  strength  of  the 
evidence  an  information  was  lodged  by  the 
police  against  McCarthy.  He  was  arrested, 
brought  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 
and  committed  for  trial  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  Grand  Jury  did 
not  find  a  true  bill  against  McCarthy,  but  the 
question  before  the  Committee  in  considering 
the  petition  was  not  whether  there  was  suffi- 
cient evidence  given  at  the  trial  before  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  or  the  Judge  to  convict 
or  not,  but  whether  there  was  sufficient  in- 
formation before  the  Committee  to  lead  to  the 
opinion  that  the  police  were  justified  in  taking 
the  necessary  steps  to  lodge  an  information 
against  McCarthy.  The  Committee  considered 
it  inconceivable  that  the  man  Sullivan,  after 
appearing  at  McCarthy's  house  on  the  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  should  have  been  allowed  to  re- 
main on  the  road  that  night.  The  distressful 
ories  Sullivan  uttered  having  been  heard  by 
McCarthy,  the  subsequent  circumstances  led 
to  no  other  conclusion  in  the  minds  of  the 
Committee  than  that  McCarthy  was  greatly 
to  blame.  It  was  a  most  striking  example  of 
man's  inhumanity  to  man.  After  the  Commit- 
tee had  very  carefully  weighed  the  evidence 
given  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki, 
and  deliberated,  they  agreed  to  the  following 
report : — 

"  That  this  Committee  is  of  opinion  the  cal- 
lousness exhibited  by  the  petitioner  towards 
the  deceased  whilst  lying  on  the  roadside  in 
an  evidently  unsound  state  of  mind  and  body 
contributed  in  a  large  degree  to  create  in  the 
minds  of  the  police  the  suspicion  whioh  led  to 
his  arrest;  hence  the  Committee  has  no  re- 
commendation to  make  in  regard  to  the  peti- 
tion." 

That  was  the  finding  of  the  Committee,  and 
it  was  unanimous.  He  had  nothing  more  to 
say,  having  simply  placed  before  the  House  a 
very  brief  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case  as 
given  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  had 
given  sufficient  reasons  to  the  House  to  warrant 
the  adjournment,  and  in  the  meantime  there 
would  be  no  very  great  injury  done  to  the 
petitioner  in  the  matter  being  postponed. 

Major  STEWARD  wished  to  point  out  to  the 
House  that  it  was  perfectly  dear  that  if  the 
debate  on  this  matter  were  adjourned  it  would 
not  come  up  again  during  the  session.  He 
would  like  the  question  to  go  to  a  vote  at  once. 
He  did  not  ask  for  any  delay.  He  had  met  the 
Minister  before  the  House  met  that  afternoon, 
and  had  stated  to  him  that  he  was  perfectly 
willing  that  the  report  should  not  be  brought 
down  that  day,  so  that  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  country  should  not  be  interfered  with.  He 
had,  however,  a  duty  to  discharge  to  his  con- 
stituents and  to  the  petitioner ;  and  he  asked, 
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was  it  a  matter  of  fairness  on  the  part  of  the 
Minister  to  move  the  adjournment  ?  No  doubt 
he  was  able  to  carry  and  would  carry  the  ad- 
journment; but  what  would  be  the  result  ?  His 
constituent  would  be  deprived  of  the  justice 
which  he  ought  to  have.  He  had  asked  that 
the  petitioner  should  be  summoned,  as  other- 
wise the  oost  of  attending  the  Committee 
would  fall  on  McCarthy.  If  the  debate  were 
adjourned  nothing  more  would  be  heard  of  the 
petition  this  session ;  but  in  all  probability 
something  would  be  heard  about  the  matter 
later  on. 

Mr.  FRASER  thought  it  was  a  pity  that 
the  debate  should  be  adjourned,  when' a  few 
minutes  would  settle  the  whole  thing.  The 
case  had  been  fully  stated  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  and  by  the  honourable 
member  who  presented  the  petition.  It  was 
a  matter  of  principle,  and,  in  a  question  of 
this  kind,  the  House  should  decide  whether 
the  Committee  had  reported  properly  or  not. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waitaki  had  chal- 
lenged the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Major  STEWARD.— No. 

Mr.  FRASER  thought  the  question  should 
be  settled  at  once,  rather  than  left  in  its 
present  unsatisfactory  position,  as  it  certainly 
would  not  come  up  again.  It  was  not  placing 
members  of  the  Committee  in  a  fair  position 
to  have  their  report  challenged,  and  then  to 
have  the  debate  adjourned. 

Mr.  BUTTON  asked  whether  the  usual  notice 
had  been  given  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  member  who  presented  the  peti- 
tion, in  order  that  the  petitioner  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  appearing  before  the  Com- 
mittee if  he  thought  fit. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  that  Major  Steward, 
who  presented  the  petition,  had  had  notice 
given  him  about  four  weeks  ago  that  the  in- 
quiry was  deferred  again  and  again  to  meet 
that  gentleman's  convenience. 

Major  STEWARD  said  that  notice  was  sent 
to  him  ;  but  one  of  the  prayers  of  the  petition 
was  that,  as  McCarthy  had  been  put  to  great 
•expense,  he  should  be  allowed  to  state  his  own 
case  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  BUTTON.— Had  he  not  an  opportunity 
of  coming  up  ? 

Major  STEWARD.— No.  He  had  to  pay  his 
own  expenses  if  not  summoned. 

Debate  adjourned. 

CUSTOMS   AND  EXCISE   DUTIES   BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment :  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  there 
are  some  articles  omitted  from  the  tariff  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  which  are  more 
suitable  for  taxation  than  many  of  those  pro- 
vided for,  and  that  the  Government  should 
take  steps  to  have  them  placed  therein.  He 
did  not  move  this  amendment  in  any  hostile 
spirit  to  the  Government;  nor  did  he  intend 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  discuss- 
ing it  at  length,  because  he  knew  they  were  all 
yery  anxious  to  get  to  business  and  go  on  with 
Major  Steward 


the  Bill.  It  appeared  to  him  that  taxation 
at  present  was  placed  on  many  things  which 
might  be  reduced,  and  there  were  other  articles 
which  could  stand  taxation  much  better.  He 
referred  more  especially  to  the  excise  duty  on 
beer,  and  to  the  present  duties  charged  on 
wines  and  champagne.  He  thought  it  would 
be  quite  clear  to  any  person  that  both  these 
articles  could  bear  a  higher  rate  of  taxation 
than  they  were  paying  at  the  present  time. 
He  gave  notice  of  this  amendment  at  an 
earlier  date,  but,  owing  to  one  or  two  mem- 
bers having  moved  certain  resolutions,  he  was 
debarred  from  moving  this  one  in  the  form  in 
which  he  had  given  notice  of  it.  He  wished 
honourable  members  to  understand  distinctly 
that  the  object  of  the  motion  was  that  they 
might  have  a  direct  vote  upon  the  question  of 
whether  they  desired  an  excise  duty  on  beer  or 
not.  There  was  another  ground  why  he  moved 
this  amendment.  It  was  a  constitutional  one, 
and  was,  to  his  mind,  one  of  great  importance. 
It  had  been  ruled  that  the  House  had  no  power 
to  add  to  or  substitute  anything  in  the  Tariff 
Bill  brought  down  by  the  Government.  Judg- 
ing from  the  decisions  given  by  May,  in  one 
of  the  most  Tory  countries  in  the  world — 
namely,  England — the  power  was  held  there 
by  the  Commoners,  who  were  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  of  substituting  articles  for 
other  articles  named  in  a  Tariff  Bill ;  but  that 
right  apparently  was  denied  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  New  Zealand.  He,  as 
one  of  their  representatives,  claimed  that  right, 
and  he  hoped  that  other  honourable  members, 
representing  as  they  did  the  constituencies  of 
the  colony,  would  also  claim  that  right  on 
behalf  of  their  constituents.  He  would  like  to 
have  it  stated  distinctly  whether  they  had  this 
power  or  not.  He  thought  the  carrying  of  this 
motion  would  lay  down  a  precedent  that  mem- 
bers of  that  House,  who  represented  the  people, 
had  the  right  to  interfere  in  respect  to  this 
most  important  matter — namely,  the  question 
of  the  taxation  of  the  people. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  hope  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  members  should  set  themselves 
seriously  to  work  to  deal  with  the  tariff.  He 
would  simply  say  that  an  amendment  like 
that  which  had  just  been  proposed  at  that 
juncture  was  playing  with  the  question.  They 
were  at  present  in  the  middle  of  the  tariff. 
The  necessity  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  arose  from  the  ruling  of  Mr. 
Speaker  on  the  previous  night  that  the  present 
Tariff  Bill  differed  somewhat  from  the  reso- 
lutions passed  in  Ways  and  Means.  That  was 
the  only  reason  why  there  was  a  necessity  now 
that  they  should  bring  down  these  amended 
resolutions,  so  as  to  make  them  oonform  with 
the  schedule  of  the  Bill.  In  regard  to  one  of 
the  items  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
mentioned,  the  honourable  gentleman  knew 
very  well  that  he  was  simply  evading  the 
Standing  Orders.  He  knew  very  well  that  the 
House  came  to  a  decision  on  that  question  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  on  the  motion 
moved  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District. 
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Hon.  Members. — No. 
_Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
dared  not  mention  it  because  he  would  have 
been  ruled  out  of  order.  They  all  knew  that 
it  was  impossible  to  frame  tariff  resolutions 
that  would  satisfy  all.  There  would  always  be 
inequalities.  There  were  many  things  which 
they  might  probably  tax ;  bat  who  could  frame 
&  resolution  to  please  all?  No  man  in  that 
•country  or  in  the  world  could, frame  a  tariff  to 
please  every  member  of  that  House.  He  said 
it  was  an  impossibility.  A  bald  resolution  had 
been  moved,  which  would  be  perhaps  more  suit- 
able to  a  debating-society  discussion  than  to  be 
introduced  at  the  present  juncture,  while  they 
were  in  the  middle  of  the  tariff  proposals  and 
in  the  middle  of  the  schedule.  It  was  simply 
-a  waste  of  time,  and  he  would  therefore  ask  the 
House  to  negative  it. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  said  there  were  one  or 
two  other  articles  which  he  thought  ought  to 
*be  included  in  the  free-list.  First  of  all,  there 
was  the  item  of  candles.  Colonial  candles 
were  unsuitable  for  mining  purposes,  and  he 
thought  the  Government  ought  to  give  some 
encouragement  to  the  miners  by  allowing 
-candles  to  come  in  free.  It  was  a  well-known 
fact  that  they  had  all  the  materials  in  the 
colony  for  the  manufacture  of  candles.  In  the 
•opinion  of  most  people  there  was  no  pro- 
tection required  for  candles.  There  was  an- 
other matter  which  the  Government  ought 
•also  to  take  into  their  consideration,  and  that 
was  the  propriety  of  imposing  a  small  import 
-duty  on  coal.  He  thought  they  might  see 
their  way  clear  to  impose  a  duty  of  at  least 
ife.  a  ton  on  coal  imported.  Miners  in  this 
■colony  at  the  present  time  were  only  getting 
half -employment — they  were  only  earning 
about  48.  or  5s.  a  day.  Last  year  112,000  tons 
of  coal  were  imported  into  this  colony.  He 
thought  the  time  had  now  arrived  when  some 
-assistance  should  be  given  to  the  coal-mining 
industry.  There  was  no  doubt  that  miners  in 
New  Zealand  were  the  heaviest-taxed  people  in 
the  colony.  They  got  no  protection  whatever. 
In  fact,  when  hard  times  occurred  people  fell 
back  on  the  mining  industry  to  pull  the  colony 
out  of  its  trouble.  The  mining  industry  in  New 
.Zealand  had  never  been  in  so  bad  a  state  as  it 
was  in  at  the  present  time.  He  therefore  hoped 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Tariff  Bill  would  see  his  way  dear  to  give 


some  relief  to  the  miners  by  way  of  giving 
them  free  light,  at  all  events ;  and  also  assist 
the  coal-mining  industry  by  imposing  a  duty 
on  ooal. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 


Ayes,  38. 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Button 

Maslin 

Pirani 

Gadman 

Massey 

Seddon 

Carroll 

MoGowan 

Stevens 

Collins 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Graham 

MoLachlan 

Tanner 

Guinness 

MoNab 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

Meredith 

Ward. 

Harris 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Montgomery 

Carncross 

Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

O'Regan 
Noes,  22. 

Houston. 

Allen 

Hall- Jones 

Russell,  G.  W 

Buiok 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Russell,  W.  R 

Crowther 

Joyce 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Dunoan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Wilson. 

Duthie 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Earnshaw 

McKenzie,  R. 

Tellers. 

Flatman 

Morrison 

Millar 

Green 

Parata 
Paibs. 

Newman. 

For. 

Against. 

Mitchelson                  Stout 

Smith, 

E.  M.              Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  11. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  consider  the  following 
resolutions : — 

Resolved, — (1.)  That,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  of 
Customs  imposed  by  "  The  Customs  and  Excise 
Duties  Act,  1888,"  or  by  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  passed  respectively  on  the  30th  July,  the 
14th  August,  the  18th  September,  and  the 
17th  September,  1895,  on  the  under-mentioned 
articles,  the  following  duties  shall,  on  and 
after  the  21st  September,  1895,  be  charged 
thereon : — 


Names  of  Articles. 


Bates  of  Duty. 


•Carraway  seeds,  gelatine,  isinglass,  liquorioe,  chillies,  cayenne 

pepper,  fish-paste 
Chocolate-confectionery,  and  all  preparations  of  chocolate  or 

£ 
20 

8. 

0 

d. 
0 

per  cent,  ad  valorem* 

cocoa — 

In  plain  trade  packages 

In  fancy  packages,  or  in  small  packages  for  retail  sale     . . 
Jellies  concentrated  in  tablets  or  powder    . .            • . 
SardineB,  including  the  oil 
Vinegar,  table,  not  exoeeding  5  per  cent,  of  acidity* 

0 
20 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

3 
0 
4 
2 
6 

the  pound. 

per  cent,  ad  valorem, 

the  pound. 

0 

the  gallon. 

*  Vinegar  exceeding  5  per  cent,  of  acidity  to  be  treated  as  acetic  acid. 
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Names  of  Artioles. 


Cigarettes,  not  exceeding  in  weight  2}lb.  per  1,000 
And  for  all  weight  in  excess  of  2}lb.  per  1,000 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  entered  to  do  manufactured  in  the 
colony,  in  any  licensed  tobacco  manufactory,  for  manu- 
facturing purposes  only  into  tobacco,  cigars,  cigarettes,  or 
snuff 

Spirits  or  strong  waters  mixed  with  ingredients  in  any  propor- 
tion exceeding  33  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit,  and  although 
thereby  coming  under  any  other  designation,  exoepting 
patent  or  proprietary  medicines  or  tinctures,  and  medicinal 
spirits  otherwise  enumerated 

Ale,  beer  of  all  sorts,  porter,  cider,  and  perry,  the  gallon,  or  for 
six  reputed  quart-bottles,  or  twelve  reputed  pint-bottles     . . 

Syrups ;  lime-  or  lemon-juice  sweetened  ;  raspberry  vinegar  . . 

Acid,  acetic,  not  otherwise  enumerated,  containing  not  more 
than  80  per  cent,  of  acidity 
For  every  10   per   cent,    of    acidity    or  fraction    thereof 
additional    .. 

Baking-powder,  yeast  preparations,  and  other  ferments 

Tinctures  and  medicinal  spirits  of  any  recognised  pharma- 
copoeia containing  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit    . . 

Tinctures  and  medicinal  spirits  of  any  recognised  pharma- 
copoeia containing  less  than  50  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit 

Forfar,  dowlas,  and  flax  sheeting,  not  otherwise  enumerated . . 

Hats  of  all  kinds,  including  straw  hats  ;  also  caps 

Millinery  of  all  kinds,  including  trimmed  hats,  caps,  and 
bonnets 

Feathers,  ornamental  (including  ostrich),  and  artificial 
flowers 

Lace,  and  laces  not  otherwise  enumerated 

Cotton  piece-goods — namely,  tapestry ;  cretonnes  ;  ohintz  art 
crepe,  and  Berges;  velveteens,  velvets,  and    plushes,    all 
kinds ;  damasks ;  moquette ;  sateens  ;  linenettes ;  crepons ; 
crimps ;     zephyrs  ;     ginghams ;     turkey     twills  ;    prints  ; 
printed  cottons ;    piques ;    vestings ;    quiltings    and    mar-  j 
cellas  ;  muslins  of  all  kinds ;  nets ;  window-nets  ;  hollands, ' 
curtains,  and  blinds ;    diapers ;    ticks,  including  coloured  I 
Belgian;  towellings      ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  | 

Heel-plates,  and  toe-stiffeners  and  plates    . .  . .  . .  '. 

Leather — 

East  India  kip,  Persians,  lambskins  and  goatskins  (dressed  > 
other  than  morocco),  kangaroo-  and  wallabi-skins  (dreBsed),  { 
tan  and  coloured  calf 
Leather  leggings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  i 

Portmanteaux ;    trunks ;    travelling-bags   and    brief-bags    of 
leather  or  leather-cloth  lOin.  in  length  and  upwards,  and  , 
carpet-bags      ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  j 

Mantelpieces,  other  than  stone      ..  ..  ..  ..  I 

Basket-  and  wicker-ware  not  otherwise  enumerated,  not  being  j 
furniture  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  . .  j 

Fishing-tackle,  including  artificially-baited  hooks  other  than  I 
flies   ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ' 

Musical  instruments  of  all  kinds  not  otherwise  enumerated  . .  , 

Pictures,  paintings,  drawings,  engravings,  and  photographs,  j 
framed  or  unframed ;   picture-  or  photograph-frames  and 
-mounts 

Perfumed  spirits  and  Cologne- water 

Tobacco-pipes  and  cases,  cigar-  and  cigarette-holders  and 
-cases,  cigarette-papers  and  -cases 

Supplements  for  New  Zealand  newspapers ;  also  stereotypes 
and  matrices  . .  . .  . . 

Printed  matter  relating  to  patent  or  proprietary  medicines ; 
trade  catalogues,  price-lists,  and  fashion-plates  for  firms  or 
persons  in  the  colony    . . 


£    8. 

0  17 
0    0 


0 
25 


0 
20 


0 
20 
25 


Bates  of  Duty. 


0     2    0 


0  16    0 


0    0    1{ 


0    10 


25    0    0 


20 
25 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
25 

0 
0 

2 
0 

25 
20 

0 
0 

0 
0 

20 

0 

0 

20 
20 

0 
0 

0 
0 

20 

1 

0 
10 

0 
0 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

25    0    0 


the  1,000. 
the  ounce. 


the  pound. 


the  liquid  gallon. 

the  gallon, 
per  cent,  ad  valorem* 

the  pound. 

per  pound  additional, 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

the  pound, 
per  oent.  ad  valorem*. 


the  pound, 
per  oent.  ad  valorem* 


the  liquid  gallon, 
per  oent.  ad  valorem* 
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Names  of  Articles. 


Bates  of  Daly. 


Stationery,  manufactured — viz.,  Account-books;   manusoript 

•  books  ;  billhead,  invoioe,  and  statement  forms ;  printed  or 
ruled  paper ;  counter-books ;  cheque-  and  draft-forms ;  tags  ; 
labels;  blotting-pads;  sketch-books;  copy-books;  drawing- 
books  ;  book-covers ;  copying  letter-books ;  manifold  writers ; 
albums  (other  than  for  photographs) ;  diaries ;  birthday- 
books;  plain  or  faint-lined  ruled  books;  printed  window- 
tickets  ;  printed,  lithographed,  or  embossed  stationery ; 
and  Christmas,  New  Year,  birthday,  and  Easter  cards  and 
booklets 

Bicycles,  tricycles,  and  the  like  vehicles;  also  finished  or 
partly  finished  or  machined  parts  of  same,  not  otherwise 
enumerated,  including  weldless  steel  tubing  out  to  short 
lengths  . .  . .  . . 

Cartridges  (shot),  10-  to  24-bore 

Coffin-furniture  .. 

Firearms,  all  kinds 

Gasometers,  and  other  apparatus  for  producing  gas 

Machinery,  electric,  and  appliances 

Iron  fencing-wire,  plain  or  barbed 

Iron  pipes  and  fittings  for  same,  including  main-cooks 

Iron  tanks,  exceeding  200  gallons  and  not  exceeding  400  gallons 

Iron  tanks  of  and  under  200  gallons 

Manufactures,  not  otherwise  enumerated,  of  metal,  or  of  metal 
in  combination  with  any  other  material 

Weighbridges  and  weighing-machines 

Bellows,  other  than  forge 

Carriage  shafts,  spokes,  and  felloes,  dressed ;  bent  carriage- 
timber  not  otherwise  enumerated 

Harness-oil  and  composition,  and  leather  dressing 

Oil,  mineral,  including  shale  waste,  or  unrefined  mineral  oil 
not  otherwise  enumerated 

Paints  and  colours  ground  in  oil  or  turpentine 

Varnish,  enamelled  paints,  gold  size 

Animals,  food  for,  of  all  kinds,  not  otherwise  enumerated 

Brushes,  hair-,  and  combs ;  toilet-  and  olothes-  and  hat-  brushes 

Cork,  cut,  including  bungs 

Marble,  granite,  and  other  stone,  dressed  or  polished,  and 
articles  made  therefrom,  including  mantelpieces 

Sausage-skins  and  casings  (including  brine  or  salt) 

Soap,  common  yellow  and  blue  mottled 

Soap,  other  kings 

Spirits,  cleared  from  warehouse,  methylated,  under  prescribed 
conditions 


£   s.  d. 


26  0  0 


0  10 
0  5 


20  0  0 

20  0  0 

20  0  0 

20  0  0 

20  0  0 


0 

0 

0 

20 

20 

20 

25 
0 
0 

25 


0  0  6 


per  cent,  ad  valorem. 


the  huudred. 
per  cent,  ad  valorem* 


the  owt. 

per  cent,  ad  valorem* 

eaoh. 


per  cent,  ad  valorem. 


the  gallon. 

the  cwt. 

the  gallon. 

per  cent,  ad  valorem* 


the  pound. 

the  cwt. 

per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

the  liquid  gallon. 


Provided  that  this  resolution  shall  not  in  any  | 
way  affect  the  past  operation  of  any  of  the  j 
aforesaid  resolutions,  or  the  duties  payable  by 
virtue  thereof. 

(2.)  That  the  following  articles  shall  be  exempt 
from  Customs  duties  on  and  from  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety -five : — 

Class  L— Foods,  dc. 
Almonds,  Barbary,  Sicily,  and  Frenoh,  used  in 

confectioners'  manufactures. 
Anohovies,  salted,  in  casks. 
Arrowroot,  sago,  tapioca,  macaroni,  vermicelli, 

and  prepared  groats. 
Mutton-birds. 
Hock  salt. 

Class  IV.— Non-alcoholic  Beverages,  dc. 
Cocoa-beans. 


Class  V.— Drugs,  dc. 

Acids — viz. :  boraoic ;  carbolic,  in  bulk  ;  fluoric ; 
muriatic ;  nitric ;  oxalic  ;  oleic ;  pyrogallic  ; 
salioylio ;  sulphuric. 

Disinfectants. 

Drugs  and  chemicals— viz. :  alum ;  sulphate  of 
aluminium ;  sulphate  of  ammonia ;  anhy- 
drous ammonia;  aniline  dyes;  arsenic; 
bluestone  or  sulphate  of  copper;  borax; 
catechu;  chloride  of  calcium;  nitrate  of 
silver ;  cochineal ;  creosote,  crude  or  com- 
mercial ;  glycerine,  crude ;  gum,  arabio  and 
tragaoanth;  gum  benzoin;  artificial  gum- 
arabic  ;  gum  damar ;  phosphorus ;  potash,, 
caustic  potash,  and  chlorate  of  potash; 
pearlash ;  oyanide  of  potassium ;  sal-ammo- 
niao ;  saltpetre ;  acetate  of  soda,  crude ;  soda- 
ash  ;  oaustio  soda ;  nitrate  of  soda ;  silicate 
of  soda;  sulphate  of  soda;  sulphide  of 
sodium;   stryohnine;   sulphur;  ohloride  o% 
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sine;  iron-sulphates;  gall-nuts;  turmeric; 
saffron;  nitrous-oxide  gas;  tree-washes;  in- 
secticides. 

Essential  oils,  except  eucalyptus ;  cod-liver  oil ; 
oil  of  rhodium. 

Scrum-exterminator,  sheep-dip,  Bheep-drenches. 

"Surgical  and  dental  instruments  and  appliances. 

•  Scientific  and  assay  balances,  retorts,  flasks, 

and  other  appliances  for  chemical  analysis 

and  assay-work. 

Water-hardening  chemicals  for  brewers'  use. 

Class  VI.— Clothing  and  Textiles. 

Accoutrements  for  military  purposes,  excepting 
uniform  clothing. 

Brace-el astio  and  brace-mountings. 

Bunting  in  the  piece. 

Butter-  and  cheese-cloth. 

Buttons,  tapes,  wadding,  pins,  needles. 

'Calico,  white  and  grey,  also  cotton  sheetings  in 
the  piece. 

Corduroy,  moleskin  and  plain  beaver  skin,  of 
cotton,  in  the  piece. 

■Coloured  cotton  shirtings ;  flannelette  shirtings : 
union  shirtings  the  invoice  value  of  whioh 
does  not  exceed  6d.  the  yard. 

Forfar,  dowlas  and  flax  sheeting,  when  cut  up 
under  supervision  in  sizes  not  exceeding 
47in.  by  36in.  for  making  flour-bags. 

Fur-skins,  green  or  sun-dried. 

'Gold  or  silver  lace  or  braid  for  military  cloth- 
ing. 

Hatniakers'  materials — viz. :  silk  plush  ;  felt 
hoods  ;  shellac  ;  galloons  ;  calicoes ;  spale- 
boards  for  hat-boxes ;  leathers  and  linings ; 
blocks ;  moulds ;  frames  ;  ventilators  ;  and 
tassels. 

Hessians,  plain  or  striped,  and  scrim. 

Minor  articles  (required  in  the  making-up  of 
apparel,  boots,  shoes,  hats,  caps,  saddlery, 
umbrellas,  parasols,  and  sunshades),  enume- 
rated in  any  order  of  the  Commissioner,  and 
published  in  the  Gazette. 

Sailcloth,  canvas,  and  unbleached  double- 
'  warped  duck,  in  the  piece. 

: Sewing  cottons,  silks,  and  threads ;  crochet, 
darning,  and  knitting  cottons. 

Silk  for  flour-dressing. 

Silk- twist  (shoemakers'  and  saddlers'). 

Staymakers'  binding,  eyelets,  corset-fasteners, 
jean,  ticks,  lasting,  sateen,  and  cotell. 

Tailors'  trimmings — viz. :  plain-coloured  imita- 
tion hair- cloth ;  canvas ;  plain  Verona  and 
Italian  cloth  of  cotton  or  wool ;  buckram ; 
wadding  and  padding ;  silk,  worsted,  and 
cotton  bindings  and  braids;  stay-bindings; 
Russia  braids ;  shoulder-pads ;  buckles ;  sile- 
sias ;  drab,  slate,  and  brown  jeans ;  pocket- 
ings;  slate,  black,  and  brown  dyed  unions 
and  linens. 

•Umbrella-makers'  materials — viz.  :  reversible 
and  le  van  tine  silk  mixtures,  gloria,  and 
*  satin  de  chene  of  not  less  than  44in.  in  width ; 
alpaca  cloth  with  border;  zanella  cloth, 
with  border ;  also  other  piece-goods  on  such 
conditions  as  the  Commissioner  may  ap- 
prove; sticks,  runners,  notches,  caps,  fer- 
rules, cups,  ribs,  stretchers,  tips,  and  rings. 

Waterproof  material  in  the  piece. 


Class   VII,  —  Leather ;    and  Articles  used  in 
Leather  Manufactures. 

Saddlers'  ironmongery  (except  bits  and  stirrup 
irons),  names,  and  mounts  for  harness ; 
straining,  surcingle,  brace,  girth,  and  roller 
webs ;  collar-check ;  legging-buckles. 

Saddle-trees. 

Goatskins,  undressed. 

Hogskins. 

Kangaroo-,  wallabi-skins,  undressed. 

Leather,  japanned  or  enamelled  ;  goatskins, 
dressed  as  morocco,  coloured  (other  than 
black). 

Grindery,  except  heel-  and  toe-plates. 

Tanning  materials,  crude. 

Bootmakers'  linings,  canvas,  plain  or  coloured ; 
bag  and  portmanteau  linings,  of  such  ma- 
terials, qualities,  and  patterns  as  may  be ' 
approved  by  the  Commissioner. 

Boot-elastic 

Boots,  shoes,  and  slippers — viz.,  children's,  Nos. 
OtoS. 

Cork  soles  and  sock  soles. 

Leather-cloth. 

Class  VIII. — Furniture,  dc. 

Blind-webbing  and  -tape. 

Carpenters'  baskets. 

Upholsterers'  webbing,  hair  seating,  imitation 
hair  seating,  curled  hair,  gimp  and  cord  of 
wool,  cotton,  or  silk ;  tufts  and  studs. 

Class  IX.— China,  Glass,  dc. 
Bottles,  empty,  plain  glass,  not  being  cut  or 

ground ;  also,  jars  up  to  Sin.  in  diameter  at 

the  mouth. 
Jars  or  other  dutiable  vessels,  containing  free 

goods  or  goods  subject  to  a  fixed  rate  of  duty, 

and  being  ordinary  trade  packages  for  the 

goods  contained  in  them. 
Glass  plates  (engraved)  for  photo-lithographie 

work. 

Class  X. — Fancy  Goods,  dc. 

Action-work  and  keys,  in  frames  or  otherwise, 
for  manufacture  of  organs,  harmoniums,  and 
pianos ;  organ-pipes  and  stop-knobs. 

Artists'  canvas,  colours,  brushes,  and  pallet- 
knives. 

Magic-lanterns,  lenses,  and  slides. 

Microscopes  and  astronomical  telescopes,  and. 
lenses  for  same. 

Musical  instruments  specially  imported  for 
Volunteer  bands. 

Paintings,  statuary,  and  works  of  art,  presented 
to  or  imported  by  any  public  institution  or 
art  association  registered  as  a  body  corporate, 
for  display  in  the  buildings  of  such  institution 
or  association,  and  not  to  be  sold  or  otherwise 
disposed  of. 

Photographic  cameras  and  lenses. 

Preoious  stones,  cut  and  uncut. 

Sensitised  surfaces  for  photographic  purposes. 

Class  XL— Paper,  dc. 
Bookbinders'  materials — viz.,  cloth,  leather, 
thread,  headbands,  webbing,  end-papers, 
taoketing  •  gut,  marbling  -  colours,  marble- 
paper,  blue  paste  for  ruling- ink,  staple- 
presses,  wire  staples,  staple-sticks 
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Batter-paper,  known  as  parchment  paper  or 
waxed  paper. 

Cardboard  and  pasteboard,  of  sizes  not  less 
than  that  known  as  "  royal." 

Cardboard  boxeB,  material  for — namely,  gold 
and  silver  paper,  plain  and  embossed,  gela- 
tine and  coloured  papers,  known  as  "  hox- 
papers." 

Cloth-lined  boards,  not  less  than  royal. 

Cloth-lined  papers,  enamelled  paper;  ivorite 
and  gelatine;  metallic  paper;  not  less  than 
demy. 

Copying-paper,  medium  and  doable- foolscap,  in 
original  mill  wrappers  and  labels. 

Hand-made  cheque-paper. 

Ink,  printing. 

Masticated  para. 

Millboard  and  bookbinders'  leather-board. 

Paper,  hand- made  or  machine-made  book  or 
writing,  of  sizes  not  less  than  the  size  known 
as  "  demy,"  when  in  original  wrappers. 

Printing-paper. 

Printed  books,  papers,  and  musio,  not  otherwise 
enumerated. 

School-slates,  and  educational  apparatus. 

Class  XIL— Metals. 

Anohors. 

Artificers1  tools. 

Axes  and  hatchets;  spades,  shovels,  and 
forks;  picks;  mattocks;  quartz-  and  knap- 
ping-hammers;  scythes,  sheap-shears,  reap- 
ing-hooks, soldering-irons ;  paperhangers' 
scissors ;  butchers'  saws  and  cleavers. 

Axles,  axle-arms,  and  boxes. 

Band-saws  and  folding-saws,  including  frames. 

Bellows-nails. 

Bicycles  and  tricycles,  fittings  for— viz.,  rubber 
tireB,  handles,  and  pedals ;  also  drop-forgings, 
and  stampings,  ball-bearings;  weldless  steel 
tube  in  full  lengths,  rims,  forks,  and  spokes, 
in  the  rough. 

Blacksmiths'  anvils,  forges,  and  fans. 

Bolts,  5in.  by  &in.  in  diameter,  and  under,  and 
nuts  for  same. 

Brass  and  copper,  in  pigs,  bars,  tubes,  or  sheets. 

Brass  tubing  and  stamped  work  in  the  rough, 
for  gasaliers  and  brackets. 

Caps,  percussion. 

Card-clothing  for  woollen-mills. 

Chains,  iron,  not  being  dog-chains  or  ohains 
made  up  with  attachments. 

Copper  and  composition,  rod,  bolts,  sheathing, 
and  nails. 

Couch-roll  jackets,  machine-wires,  beater-bars, 
and  strainer-plates  for  paper-mills. 

Cruoibles. 

Emery  grinding  machines. 

Empty  iron  drums  not  exceeding  10  gallons 
capacity. 

Engineers'  machine  tools. 

Eyelets. 

Fire-engines. 

Fish-hooks. 

Galvanising-bath,  welded. 

Gas-engines  and  hammers,  and  oil-engines. 

Olassmakers'  moulds. 

Hydraulic  cranes. 


Iron-  and  brass- wove  wire  and  wire  gauze ;  also 
wirenetting. 

Iron  boiler-plates  and  unfianged  end-plates  for 
boilers ;  boiler-tubes  not  exceeding  6in.  in 
diameter,  and  unfianged ;  Bowling's  expan- 
sion rings ;  furnace-flues. 

Iron,  plain  black  sheet,  rod,  bolt,  bar,  plate, 
hoop,  and  pig. 

Iron  rolled  girders. 

Iron  plates,  screws,  and  castings  for  ships. 

Iron  wire  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

Lead,  in  pigs  and  bars. 

Locomotives. 

Machinery,  dairying ;  also  engines  and  boilers 
specially  imported  for  and  to  be  used  in  a 
dairy. 

Machinery  for  agricultural  purposes ;  also 
ploughs  and  harrows,  chaff-cutters,  corn- 
crushers,  oorn-shellers,  and  seed-cleaners; 
also  materials  for  manufacturing  the  same 
— viz.,  reaper-knife  sections,  fingers,  brass 
and  steel  springs  and  tilt-rakes,  chaff-cut- 
ting knives,  malleable  castings,  fittings  for 
threshing-mills,  discs  for  harrows,  forgings 
for  ploughs,  mouldboard  -  plates  and  steel 
share -plates  cut  to  pattern,  and  skeith- 
plates. 

Machines  for  flour-mills,  woollen-mills,  paper- 
mills,   rope-    and    twine-making,    dredging,, 
sawmilling,  planing,  and  woodworking  (in- 
cluding lathes),   oil -refining,  boring,  refri- 
gerating or  preserving  meat. 

Machinery  for  mining  purposes,  including  ma- 
chine pumps. 

Machine  saws. 

Metal  fittings  for  trunks,  portmanteaux,  travel- 
ling-bags, leggings,  bags,  and  satchels. 

Metal  sheaves  for  blocks. 

Metallic  capsules. 

Perambulators  and  the  like  vehicles,  fittings 
for,  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

Perforated  or  cellular  sheet  zinc  or  iron. 

Portable  engines  on  four  wheels,  with  boilers  of 
locomotive  type ;  also  traction-engines. 

Printing-machines,  presses,  type,  and  materials 
not  otherwise  enumerated. 

Rails  for  railways  and  tramways. 

Biddies  and  sieves. 

Rivets  and  washers. 

Set-screws,  engineers'  studs,  and  split-pins. 

Sewing-,  knitting-,  and  kilting-machines. 

Soda-water  machines ;  also  machines  for  aerat- 
ing liquids. 

Spiral  springs  (exoept  sofa-  and  mattress- 
springs). 

Steam  and  hydraulic  pressure  and  vacuum 
gauges. 

Surveyors'  steel  bands  and  measuring-tapes. 

Swords. 

Tacks  of  all  kinds. 

Tea-packing  lead. 

Tin,  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets. 

Tinsmiths'  fittings,  inoluding  stamped  or  blocked  . 
tin,  planished  or  nnplanished. 

Wire,  of  brass,  copper,  or  lead. 

Zinc,  plain  sheet. 

Zinc  plates  for  photo-lithographio  work. 
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Class  XIII.— Timber,  <*c. 

Ash,  hickory,  and  lancewood  timber,  un- 
wrought. 

Blacksmiths'  bellows. 

Brash  woodware. 

•Carriage-  and  cart-shafts,  spokes  and  felloes  in 
the  rough ;  hubs,  all  kinds ;  poles  if  unbent 
and  unplaned,  all  kinds ;  bent  wheel-rims. 

^Carriage-  and  cart-makers'  materials  —  viz., 
springs,  mountings,  trimmings,  brass  hinges, 
tire-bolts,  shackle-holders,  and  other  iron 
fittings  (except  steps,  lamp-irons,  dash-irons, 
seat-rails,  and  fifth  wheels),  rubber  cloth. 
'Churns. 

Lignum-vitee. 

Sieves,  hair. 

Wooden  handles  for  tools. 

Class  XIV.— Oils,  Ac. 
Oils — viz.,   candlenut;  fish,  whale,  and  seal; 

palm. 
Paints  and  colours  not  otherwise  enumerated. 
Shale-oil,  once  run,  suitable  for  gas-making. 
Spirits  of  tor. 
Turpentine,  driers,  and  terebene. 

Class  XV.— Cordage,  Ac. 
Binder-twine. 
Hawsers  of  12in.  and  over. 
Iron  and  steel  cordage. 
Netmakers'  cotton  twine. 
Yarn — viz.,  coir,  flax,  hemp. 

Class  XVI. — Miscellaneous. 

Belting  for  machinery,  other  than  leather. 

Building  materials  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

Brushes  for  cream-separators. 

Candlenuts  and  candlenut  kernels. 

Candle-wick. 

Charts  and  maps. 

Cotton  waste. 

Dye  stuffs  and  dyeing  materials,  crude. 

Felt  sheathing. 

Food  preservatives  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

Gum-boots. 

Honey  and  brown  Windsor  soap  composition. 

Jute  bagging,  bags,  and  sacks. 

Woolpacks  and  wool-pockets. 

Manures. 

Marble,  granite,  and  other  stone,  hewn  or  rough- 
sawn,  not  dressed  or  polished. 

Match-boxes,  cardboard. 

Official  supplies  for  consular  officers  of  countries 
where  a  similar  exemption  exists  in  favour  of 
British  Consuls. 

Papermakers'  felts. 

Passengers'  baggage  and  effects,  including  only 
wearing-apparel  and  other  personal  effects 
that  have  been  worn  or  are  in  use  by  persons 
arriving  in  the  colony ;  also  implements,  in- 
struments, and  tools  of  trade,  occupation,  or 
employment  of  such  persons ;  and  household 
and  other  effects  not  exceeding  £100  in  value, 
which  have  been  in  use  for  twelve  months 
prior  to  embarkation  by  the  persons  or  fami- 
lies bringing  them  to  the  colony,  and  not 
intended  for  any  other  person  or  persons  or 
for  sale ;  also  cabin-furnishings  belonging  to 
such  persons. 


Plaster  of  Paris. 
Powder,  blasting. 

Ship-chandlery  not  otherwise  enumerated. 
Ships'  rockets,  blue-lights,  and  danger-signals. 
Stones,  mill,  grind,  oil,  and  whet. 
Tobacco  for  sheepwash  or  for  inseoticide,  after 
being  rendered  unfit  for  human  consumption 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner. 
Treacle  or  molasses,  mixed  with  bone-black  in 
proportions  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Com- 
missioner. 
Tubular  woven  cotton -cloth  in  the  piece,  for 

meat-wraps. 
Type- writers. 
Wax,  bottling. 

Articles  and  materials  (as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  specified  by  the  Commissioner)  which 
are  suited  only  for,  and  are  to  be  used  solely 
in,  the  fabrication  of  goods  within  the  colony. 
All  deoisions  of  the  Commissioner  in  re- 
ference to  articles  so  admitted  free  to  be 
published  from  time  to  time  in  the  QazetU. 
And  all  articles  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

Provided  that  no  refund  shall  be  made  on 
the  duties  collected  on  any  of  the  above-men- 
tioned articles,  pursuant  to  the  respective  reso- 
lutions passed  by  this  House  on  the  thirtieth 
July,  the  fourteenth  August,  the  thirteenth 
September,  and  the  seventeenth  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  when  they  adjourned 
the  previous  night  the  question  of  the  differ- 
ence between  the  schedule  to  the  Bill  and  the 
Committee  resolutions  was  a  subject  that  had 
received  some  attention.  Attention  was  called 
to  the  fact  that  in  respect  to  certain  items  the 
Bill  was  not  in  conformity  with  the  resolutions 
that  had  been  passed.  He  now  brought  down 
resolutions  with  the  object  of  insuring  that 
conformity,  and  he  would  ask  the  House  to 
formally  assent  to  these  resolutions,  so  that 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Committee  might 
be  uniform  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  the  following 
resolution :  That  all  flannelettes  be  admitted 
duty-free  and  added  to  Sohedule  B,  Class  6; 
except  white  and  self-coloured  flannelettes, 
being  imitation  of  colonial  flannels,  Welsh, 
Lancashire,  and  Saxony,  all  of  which  shall  be 
subject  to  a  duty  of  10  per  cent. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  this  resolution  be  agreed  to." 

Aybs,  17. 


Allen 

Maslin 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Buchanan 

Massev 
McGuire 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell 

Wilson. 

Duthie 

MoKenzie,  R. 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

O'Regan 

Button 

Green 

Russell,  W.  R 
Noes,  42. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Buddo 

Duncan 

Joyce 

Buick 

Flatman 

Kelly,  W. 

Cadman 

Graham 

Lang 

Carncross 

Hall 

Lawry 

Carroll 

Hall-Jones 

MoGowan 

Collins 

Houston 

McKenzie,  J.    * 

Crowther 

Hutchison,  W. 

McLaohlan 
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MoNab  Pinkerton  Tanner 

Meredith  Pirani  Thompson,  T. 

Millar  Reeves  Ward 

Mills  Russell,  G.  W.  Willis. 

Montgomery  Seddon  Tellers. 

Morrison  Stevens  Harris 

Newman  Steward  Hogg. 

Parata 

Majority  against,  25. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved, That  during  the 
-period  from  the  81st  July  to  the  31st  November 
in  each  year  no  duty  exceeding  £d.  per  pound 
•shall  be  levied  or  oolleoted  on  apples  and  pears 
imported  into  New  Zealand.  This  would  pre- 
serve the  market  for  the  local  people,  and 
under  this  fruit  could  only  be  imported  when 
it  was  wanted  by  many  people,  and  the  local 
supply  was  done;  and  between  the  periods 
mentioned  in  his  resolution  it  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  come  in.  He  hoped  the  Committee 
would  support  this  resolution. 

Mr.  BUDDO  said  they  had  previously  passed 
a  resolution  relating  to  green  fruit  that  he  very 
muoh  regretted,  and  he  thought  this  motion 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  would 
meet  the  case.  There  was  not  the  slightest 
-doubt  that  such  fruits  as  plums,  cherries, 
peaches,  neotarines,  medlars,  apricots,  and 
•quinces  were  luxuries ;  but  apples  and  pears 
were  certainly  common  articles  of  diet  among 
the  working-classes.  For  certain  months  of 
the  year  these  could  not  be  obtained  in  New 
Zealand.  He  would  like  to  point  out  that  the 
duty  imposed  by  the  previous  tariff  was  entirely 
a  protective  duty,  and  there  was  not  one  of  the 
other  oolonies  that  imposed  a  duty  approaching 
it.  In  Tasmania  the  duty  was  Is.  per  reputed 
bushel  of  green  fruit.  In  Victoria  it  was 
Is.  6d.  per  reputed  bushel.  In  New  South 
Wales  it  was  Is.  This  was  an  article  of  food 
much  required  by  the  labouring-classes,  and  he 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  reoon- 
eider  their  previous  decision,  and  from  the 
month  of  August  to  the  end  of  the  year  leave 
the  duty  at  £d.  per  pound ;  Id.  per  pound  was 
altogether  too  prohibitive. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  the  proposal 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  meant 
simply  this :  that  just  as  they  found  the  market 
opening  for  their  own  fruits  it  would  be  per- 
fectly inundated  with  Tasmanian  apples,  and 
the  market  for  the  local  growers  would  be 
•destroyed.  Another  thing  was  that  what  was 
wanted  was  to  encourage  the  people  of  this 
oolony  to  grow  apples  that  would  keep,  and  the 
-duty  that  was  put  on  would  tend  to  do  that. 
In  his  district  the  fruit  industry  was  a  most 
important  one,  and  the  growers,  a  numerous 
and  deserving  class,  were  looking  to  the  House 
to  assist  them  against  the  unfair  competition 
of  other  colonies. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  was  not  unwilling  to 
•allow  the  months  to  be  amended,  but  he  thought 
that  the  people  of  the  oolony  should  be  enabled 
to  get  foreign-grown  fruit  when  New- Zealand - 
grown  fruit  could  not  be  got  at  a  reasonable 
price. 


Mr.  BUDDO  said  the  duty  of  Jd.  on  fruit 
was  equal  to  26  per  cent.,  and  as  there  was 
no  other  industry  in  the  colony  protected  to 
that  extent  he  should  adhere  to  his  resolution. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  amendment  be  agreed  to." 


Ayes,  30. 

Allen 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 

Buchanan 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Buick 

Maslin 

Pirani 

Button 

Massey 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Carnoross 

McGuire 

WilliB 

Carnell 

McKenzie,  R. 

Wilson. 

Duthie 

MoLaohlan 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

McNab 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Flatman 

Millar 

0 'Regan! 

Green 

Noes,  29. 

Cadman 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

Lang 

Stevens 

Crowther 

MoGowan 

Steward 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tanner 

Graham 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

Mills 

Ward. 

Harris 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Houston 

Reeves 

Newman 

Joyce 

Seddon 
Pairs. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Fot 

Against. 

Bell 

Mackintosh 

Heke 

Mitohelson 

Stout 

Thompson,  R. 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

Majority  for, 

1. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Mr.  MASLIN  moved,  That  the  item  "  rice  " 
be  added  to  the  free-list.  This  was  an  important 
article  of  diet.  Already  macaroni,  vermicelli, 
tapioca,  and  sago  were  on  the  free-list.  Of 
macaroni  and  vermicelli  only  58,0001b.  was  im- 
ported ;  of  tapioca  and  sago,  about  12,000c wt.; 
while  of  rice  there  was  no  less  than  50,230owt. 
imported,  showing  how  largely  it  was  consumed 
by  the  masses  of  the  people. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  suggest  where  he  was  to  get  the  revenue  from 
if  this  were  done. 

Mr.  MASLIN  thought  there  were  plenty  of 
items  on  which  more  revenue  could  be  secured 
if  necessary.  On  Parisian  millinery  only  25 
per  oent.  was  charged,  and  could  be  increased. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That '  rioe  '  be  added  to  the  free-list." 


Ayes,  25. 

Allen 

Hall-Jones 

O'Regan 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pirani 

Buddo 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Buick 

Massey 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Button 

McGuire 

Wilson. 

Carnell 

McLaohlan 

Earnshaw 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Flatman 

Mitohelson 

Maslin 

Green 

Montgomery 

Newman. 
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Nobs,  84. 

Oadman 

Lang 

Seddon 

Garncross 

Lawry 

Smith,  B.  M. 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Crowther 

McKenziex  B 

.    Tanner 

Duthie 

MoNab 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Meredith 

Ward 

Hall 

Mills 

Willis. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Hogg 

Parata 

Tellers, 

Joyce 

Pinkerton 

Duncan 

Kelly,  W. 

Heeves 

Pairs. 

Houston. 

For 

Against. 
Mackintosh 

Fraser 

Stout 

Thompson,  R. 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  9. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  CARNELL  moved,  That  cement  re- 
quired for  harbour-work  purposes  be  admitted 
free.  The  duty  on  cement  was  only  levy- 
ing a  tax  on  a  great  undertaking  which  was 
looked  upon  as  of  a  national  character.  There 
were  six  hundred  miles  of  coast  along  which 
there  was  no  harbour  of  refuge.  When  the 
breakwater  was  started  cement  was  admitted 
free,  but  in  1888  2s.  a  barrel  was  put  on.  This 
was  looked  upon  as  a  protective  duty.  Sinoe 
then  nine  cement  contracts  had  been  let,  and 
no  tender  had  been  received  from  oolonial 
makers.  The  Napier  Harbour  Board  had  paid 
already  over  £10,000  in  cement  duty,  and  to 
complete  the  harbour  they  had  to  pay  about 
£10,000  more.  He  would,  moreover,  point  out 
that  the  remission  of  this  duty  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Tariff  Commission.  It  oould 
only  be  regarded  as  a  special  tax  upon  a  great 
local  undertaking  which,  when  completed, 
would  be  of  immense  benefit  to  the  colony 

generally,  providing,  as  it  would  do,  a  safe 
arbour  of  refuge  on  that  long  line  of  harbour- 
less  coast  between  Wellington  and  Auckland — 
590  miles. 

Captain  BUS  SELL  hoped  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  accede  to  this  request.  It 
had  been  held  necessary  that  there  should  be  a 
harbour  for  the  important  district  of  Hawke's 
Bay,  and  also  a  harbour  of  refuge  for  the  whole 
of  the  east  coast  between  Auckland  and  Wel- 
lington. There  was,  he  thought,  scarcely  a 
harbour  in  New  Zealand  that  had  not  reoeived 
assistance  from  the  Government ;  the  Midland 
Railway  had  been  specially  exempted  from  any 
tax  on  cement,  and,  although  many  contracts 
had  been  let  for  cement  by  the  Harbour  Board, 
not  one  tender  had  been  sent  in  by  a  New 
Zealand  manufacturer — he  presumed,  because 
they  could  not  supply  so  good  an  article  at  so 
reasonable  a  price.  He  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  consider  the  circumstances, 
and  free  from  this  duty  what  was  a  work  of 
national  importance. 

Mr.  WARD  was  sorry  he  could  not  accept 
the  amendment.  He  recognised  the  import- 
Mice  of  the  district  to  this  colony,  but  he  did 


not  agree  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
with  regard  to  the  assistance  to  other  harbours. 
Many  other  harbours  had  reoeived  no  assist- 
ance from  the  Government — he  referred  to  the 
General  Government.  He  could  not  accept  the 
amendment,  for  several  reasons.  Amongst 
others,  every  other  Harbour  Board  carrying 
on  important  works  had  been  subject  to  the 
ordinary  Customs  tariff  for  cement,  without 
any  remission.  Honourable  members  knew 
that  one  of  the  complaints  they  had  heard 
was  that  ships  from  the  Old  Country  to  this 
colony  from  time  to  time  required  ballast,  and 
carried  cement  free.  The  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  to  enable  those  dealing  in  cement 
in  this  country  to  compete  with  this  system* 
There  were  one  or  two  oement  factories  in  thia 
oolony ;  what  degree  of  success  they  had  at- 
tained he  was  not  prepared  to  discuss.  The 
Government  could  not  afford  to  lose  this  duty 
without  putting  it  on  to  something  else.  H 
this  were  done  for  Harbour  Boards,  too,  it  would 
have  to  be  done  for  other  local  bodies,  and 
there  would  be  no  end. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the 
words  "  harbour  -work  "  be  struck  out,  and 
"  all  local  bodies  "  inserted.  The  leader  of  the* 
Opposition  was  not  correct  when  he  stated  to 
the  House  that  supplies  were  not  given  to  the 
Napier  Harbour  Board,  or  that  the  colonial 
oement  was  not  taken  because  it  was  not  good. 
The  real  reason  was  that  the  Napier  Harbour 
Board  did  not  give  the  cement  people  in  New 
Zealand  a  fair  opportunity  of  getting  the 
order.  They  could  have  supplied  it,  but  the 
Board  specified  that  all  the  cement  should  be 
packed  in  casks,  and  the  cement  people  in  New 
Zealand  had  not  yet  got  casks,  and  the  Board 
raised  the  objection  that  the  oement  in  sacks- 
would  not  keep  so  well  as  in  casks.  That  might 
be  true  to  a  certain  extent,  but  the  Board  could 
surely  have  taken  it  in  such  quantities  as  thej 
required,  so  as  to  meet  the  local  producers. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  here  was  an  industry 
capable  of  enormous  expansion,  and  yet  they 
found  the  honourable  member  for  Napier  doing 
his  best  to  wreck  it.  There  was  room  in  New 
Zealand  to-day  for  at  least  from  six  to  eight  of 
these  cement  factories.  There  was  one  in  Dun- 
edin  able  to  supply  cement  to  the  Government 
of  a  highly  satisfactory  quality,  as  had  been 
proved  by  its  use  on  very  extensive  work,  and  by 
reports  of  their  Engineers,  who  stated  that  the 
colonial  cement  was,  on  the  whole,  as  good  as, 
or  better  than,  any  oement  they  had  used.  In 
Dunedin  they  had  spent  over  £20,000  on  plant, 
and  they  were  prepared  to  spend  £5,000  more 
to  meet  the  Napier  Harbour  Board  and  others,, 
who  demanded  that  the  cement  should  be  sup- 
plied in  casks.  But  if  they  were  sure  of  the 
contract  they  would  go  to  the  expense  of  a  cask- 
making  plant,  and  be  prepared. to  spend  £5,OOQ* 
in  laying  it  down.  That  was  the  only  reason 
why  a  tender  was  not  sent  in  to  the  Napier 
Harbour  Board.  They  were  paying  £6,000 
for  freight  charges  on  the  railroads,  and  they 
were  employing  sixty  or  seventy  hands,  the 
average  wages  running  from  7s.  to  10s.  a  day ; 
they  were  using  the  local  clay  and  the  mud. 
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from  the  harbour,  and  to  provide  the  lime  they 
had  large  works  at  Mi  11  burn.  This  was  a  useful 
looal  industry,  and  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
gave  way  there  was  no  item  on  which  he  would 
lose  so  much  revenue,  and  would  lose  so  muoh 
in  the  labour-market,  as  on  this. 

Mr.  HALL  said,  in  spite  of  all  that  had  been 
stated,  the  fact  remained  that  not  a  single 
tender  was  sent  in  from  the  looal  cement- 
makers  to  the  Napier  Harbour  Board.  The 
cement  used  by  that  Board  must  have  amounted 
in  value  to  many  thousands  of  pounds,  and  if 
the  local  manufacturers  thought  it  worth  their 
while  they  would  have  sent  in  a  tender.  They 
could  easily  have  the  barrels  manufactured  in 
New  Zealand,  and,  if  delivered  in  a  condition 
in  which  it  would  keep,  the  Board  would  have 
accepted  their  tender,  had  it  been  the  lowest. 
The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  had 
put  the  thing  very  fairly.  The  distriot  in  and 
around  Napier  was  very  heavily  taxed  for  the 
construction  of  these  harbour-works,  and  from 
a  national  point  of  view  he  thought,  in  view 
of  the  national  importance  of  the  work,  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  get  cheaply  the  ma- 
terial they  required.  The  other  looal  bodies 
did  not  require  cement  in  such  large  quan- 
tities. The  Board  must  buy  the  cement  outside 
of  good  quality,  whereas  if  they  got  a  batch  of 
inferior  quality  it  might  lead  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  work.  Therefore  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  get  it  in  barrels.  The  necessities 
of  this  harbour  were  worth  considering,  seeing 
that  the  rioh  little  district  of  Hawke's  Bay  ex- 
ported one-third  of  the  whole  exports  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  had  a  good  deal  of 
sympathy  with  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier,  but  was  sorry  he  could 
not  support  it  in  its  present  form.  If  it  were 
amended  so  as  to  apply  to  publio  works  gene- 
rally, instead  of  merely  to  harbour-works,  he 
would  be  with  him.  When  the  harbour-works 
on  the  east  coast  of  the  other  Island,  such  as 
at  Oamaru  and  Timaru,  were  constructed  they 
were  always  entitled  to  a  remission  of  duty  on 
cement,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice to  the  Napier  Harbour  Board  that  they 
should  be  entitled  to  have  their  cement  brought 
in  free  for  their  works.  He  was  astonished  to 
hear  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Earnshaw)  state  that  cement -casks  had 
never  been  made  in  the  colony.  Messrs.  John 
Brogden  and  Sons  had  established  a  cask- 
making  factory  at  Collingwood,  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Reece,  C.E.,  now  of  Grey- 
mouth  ;  but  that  plant  had  been  lying  idle  for 
many  years.  If  the  company  to  which  the 
honourable  member  referred  were  so  anxious 
to  get  a  plant  for  making  casks,  they  could 
have  this  plant,  he  thought,  very  cheaply. 
There  was  the  very  best  material  for  cement- 
manufacturing  in  the  limestone  to  be  found 
in  the  Collingwood  district,  and  there  were 
also  iron -and  marble,  and  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery was  all  there  also.  So  far  as  the 
various  looal  cement -works  were  ooncerned, 
they  seemed  to  be  almost  at  a  standstill.  At 
any  rate,  the  Auckland  Cement  Works  were 
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practically  as  well  developed  eight  or  ten  years 
ago  as  they  were  now.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  much  in  the  complaint  that  the  local 
manufacturers  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  tendering  for  the  cement  required  by  the 
Napier  Harbour  Board.  He  was  in  Sydney  the 
last  time  tenders  for  oement  were  called  for 
by  the  Napier  Harbour  Board,  and  he  knew  on 
that  occasion  a  gentleman  came  all  the  way 
from  Sydney  to  tender  for  it,  and  therefore,  if 
merchants  in  Sydney  knew  about  it,  he  did  not 
see  why  the  local  people  should  not  have  been 
aware  of  it. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  his  district  had  bor- 
rowed £200,000  to  build  a  harbour  at  New 
Plymouth,  and  they  had  spent  over  £60,000  in 
bringing  cement  into  the  colony.  There  were 
about  six  casks  to  the  ton,  and  the  duty  was 
2s.  a  cask.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Buller  had  claimed  that  they  had  the  best  iron 
in  Collingwood  and  the  very  best  limestone, 
and  they  knew  they  had  a  very  large  deposit  of 
coal  there.  There  were  no  cement- works  there, 
and  yet  there  was  material  fitted  for  making 
cement  equal  to  the  best  in  the  world.  He 
saw,  however,  that  their  coal-mines  were  going 
on  half-time— one  shift  instead  of  two.  Until 
they  had  more  industries  they  would  have 
these  vast  sums  of  money  sent  out  of  the 
oolony  for  articles  that  could  be  produced  here. 
He  had  very  little  sympathy  with  the  people 
of  Napier.  There  were  mountains  and  moun- 
tains of  lime  there  ;  and  when  they  knew  that 
hydraulic  cement  in  England  was  made  from 
lime  and  common  day,  and  when  they  knew 
they  were  making  cement  in  Australia  and 
competing  with  the  manufacturers  in  England, 
the  quality  being  as  good,  and  meeting  the 
engineering  tests  just  as  well,  there  was  no 
excuse  for  their  not  manufacturing  cement  in 
this  country,  instead  of  importing  it  to  the 
extent  they  were  doing.  He  could  not  see  his 
way  to  support  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  because  he  wanted  to  see  some 
encouragement  given  to  the  industries  of  New 
Zealand.  Had  the  Napier  people  started  the 
industry  for  themselves,  as  had  been  done  in 
Auckland  and  Dunedin,  they  would  have  had 
a  splendid  industry.  In  the  colonial  cement 
they  had  a  guarantee  that  it  was  as  good  as  the 
imported,  and  in  this  case  he  would  support 
the  duty. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  did  not  see  that  any  flood 
reason  had  been  given  why  the  Napier  Harbour 
should  be  treated  differently  from  any  other 
part  of  the  colony.  Cement- works  had  been 
started  in  Auckland  and  Dunedin  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  protective  duty  of  2s.  per 
cask  would  be  maintained.  The  industry  was 
capable  of  very  large  expansion  ;  they  had  the 
coal,  lime,  and  day,  and  could  turn  out  an 
article  equal  to  anything  imported.  Cheap 
oement  was  imported  from  Germany  as  ballast, 
and  this  was  doing  harm  to  looal  industry.  He 
was  informed  that  at  Napier  the  harbour-works 
were  tumbling  to  pieces  on  account  of  the 
quality  of  the  cement  used  in  the  blooks ;  and 
if  that  was  the  case  it  was  simply  throwing 
money  into  the  sea  to  oontinue  to  build  further 
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works.  He  must  protest  against  any  special 
privileges  being  given  to  the  Napier  Harbour 
Board  which  could  not  be  given  to  other  local 
bodies  or  private  individuals.  He  would  not, 
however,  vote  against  the  duty. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  while  saying  every- 
thing he  could  against  the  Napier  Harbour, 
had  sat  down  saying  that  he  was  not  going  to 
vote  against  the  duty.    The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  know  much  about  harbour-works, 
otherwise  he  would  have  known  that  in   the 
construction  of  such  works  there  was  always 
a  oertain   amount  of   subsidence.     As  to  his 
statement  that  cheap  German  cement  had  been 
used  in  those  works,  he  was  in   error.    The 
engineer  reported  that  not  one  single  cask  of 
German  cement  had  been  used.    The  cement 
used  had  been  obtained  from  English  manu- 
facturers, and  was  of  the  very  best.    It  was 
surprising  to  him  to  hear  the  argument  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  it  was  an  unfortunate 
thing  for  the  colony  to  have  cheap  freights  from 
Home.     If  there  was  one  thing  which  affected 
the  colony  more  than  another  it  was  the  fact 
that  we  were  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  world 
to  those  markets  where  our  produce  was  con- 
sumed.     We  were  hampered  by  the  heaviness 
of  the  freights  on  our  produce,  and  therefore 
we  ought  to  be  sincerely  glad  whenever  we  got 
a  chance  of  getting  cheap  freights,  seeing  we 
were  doing  an  export  trade  vastly  in  excess  of 
our  import  trade.    There  was  another  reason 
why  cement  should   be    admitted  free.    The 
policy  of  protection  was  to  admit  into  the  coun- 
try duty-free  all  articles  used  in  manufacture, 
and  which  in  themselves  conduced  to  the  em- 
ployment of  labour.   Now,  the  imported  cement 
was  an  article  largely  used  in  local  manufac- 
tures, and  it  gave  employment  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  hands.     The   honourable  member  for 
Clutha  seemed  to  think  that  the  local  industry 
had  not  a  fair  amount  of  protection,  but  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  pointed  out 
that  he  had  seen  in  Australia  advertisements 
for  the  supply  of  cement  for  the  Napier  Har- 
bour ;  and  he  might  mention  that  the  facts 
were  that  tenders  were  invited  by  the  Napier 
Harbour  Board  for  the  supply  of  12,000  casks. 
That  contract  was  dated  the  1st  June,  but  the 
cement  was  not  to  be  delivered  until  the  month 
of  November  next  ensuing.    Therefore  there 
was  ample  time  for  the  local  manufacturers  to 
obtain  casks  for  the  supply,  because  that  was 
one  of  the  conditions  of  the  tender.    Then,  they 
had  been  told  that  there  was  no  plant  in  the 
colony  for  making  casks.     As  a  matter  of  fact, 
casks  were  being  continually  made  in  all  parts 
of  the  colony  for  the  export  of  tallow  and  pelts. 
There  was  no  trouble  in  making  casks  for  these 
industries,  and  why  should  there  be  anv  diffi- 
culty in  making  them  for  cement?    It  was 
essential  that  the  cement  used,  not  only  for 
harbour- works,  but  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
should  be  absolutely  dry  and  delivered  in  casks 
quite  weatherproof.    If  it  were  placed  in  bags 
in   the   South   Island,   sent  by   steamer,   and 
landed  on  the  wharf  in  the  rain,  it  stood  to 
reason  that  it  would  suffer.    Therefore  large 
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quantities  of  cement  could  not  be  delivered 
other  than  in  casks ;  and,  seeing  that  the  con- 
tract for  the  supply  of  oement  to  the  Napier 
harbour-works  extended  from  June  to  Novem- 
ber, and  afforded  plenty  of  time  in  which  the 
casks  could  be  obtained,  the  argument  seemed 
to  have  fallen  to  the  ground  altogether.  Regard- 
ing the  contention  of  some  honourable  mem- 
bers that  to  allow  the  exemption  asked  for 
amounted  to  the  plaoing  of  taxation  upon  the 
colony  for  the  making  of  a  harbour  at  Napier, 
they  did  not  urge  that  anybody  should  be  taxed. 
What  they  did  urge  was  that  there  should  not 
be  an  imposition  of  taxation  on  a  work  already 
heavily  taxed,  which  would  be  a  very  material 
benefit  to  the  whole  colony.  It  was  really  im- 
portant that  the  district  should  be  enabled  to 
carry  out  this  work  as  cheaply  as  possible,  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  this  particular  har- 
bour should  be  specially  singled  out  for  taxa- 
tion, when  its  construction  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  colony,  and  every  other  work  of  a 
similar  kind  had  been  materially  assisted  by 
grants  of  money  or  land. 

Mr.  PINKERTON,  as  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation,  desired  to  say  that  what  he  said 
was  that,  in  respect  to  this  taxation,  he  did  not 
think  Napier  should  be  specially  favoured  over 
other  harbours. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  would  point  out  to  those 
members  representing  districts  including  har- 
bours that  if  they  thought  by  putting  cement 
on  the  free-list  they  were  going  to  benefit  those 
harbours  they  would  make  a  mistake.  He  did 
not  think  the  price  of  cement  would  be  reduced 
in  consequence  of  the  exemption  from  duty. 
The  firms  in  Auckland  and  Dunedin  had  brought 
down  cement  from  £1  5s.  and  £1  to  as  low  as 
12s.  a  cask ;  and  if  these  firms  closed  their 
businesses  far  more  would  have  to  be  paid  for 
oement  than  was  at  present  paid  for  it.  With 
regard  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waipawa,  he  might  state  that  the 
Dunedin  firms  did  not  refuse  to  tender  for  the 
supply  of  cement  to  the  Napier  Harbour  Board, 
and  the  evidence  given  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission showed  that.  He  knew,  himself,  that 
the  Dunedin  firm  offered  to  store  the  cement  in 
Dunedin  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the 
Napier  Board  with  all  they  wanted,  but  the 
Board  refused  to  accept  the  offer. 

Mr.  CARNELL  said  the  Dunedin  firm  had 
offered  to  supply  the  cement  in  bags.  He 
would  point  out  that  the  Napier  Harbour 
Board  oould  not  take  it  in  bags,  because  they 
could  not  store  it,  as  it  would  spoil  in  bags, 
and  the  tests  showed  that  its  quality  was  of 
such  a  variable  nature  that  it  could  not  be 
used  for  harbour  purposes.  The  reference 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Pinker  ton)  to  the  Napier  harbour- 
works  was  quite  erroneous.  The  blocks  were 
not  crumbling.  He  had  in  his  possession  the 
report  of  oompetent  engineers,  which  showed 
that  the  concrete  used  on  the  Napier  harbour- 
works  was  of  a  superior  oharacter.  Respecting 
the  locally  -  manufactured  oement,  there  was 
another  reason  why  the  local  firms  could  not 
tender,  and  that  was  this:   There  were  only 
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three  months  in  the  year  during  which  the 
Harbour  Board  could  make  the  blocks,  and 
then  they  required  3,000  casks  per  month. 
Then,  the  cement  must  be  of  a  quality  which 
would  bear  a  greater  strain  than  that  which 
'the  tests  of  the  locally-manufactured  cement 
showed  it  could  bear.  He  had  no  wish  to  run 
down  the  Mill  burn -manufactured  article.  He 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  see  it  generally  used, 
but  the  quality  and  price  did  not  suit.  In 
the  case  of  Napier,  there  was  half  a  million 
of  money  which  had  to  be  met  by  direct  rates, 
and  he  thought  it  was  reasonable  to  ask  that 
-the  cement  used  on  the  works  should  be  ad- 
mitted free.  He  did  not  want  any  special  con- 
cession in  the  case  of  Napier,  for  he  would  like 
to  see  it  admitted  free  for  all  harbour- works. 
According  to  the  returns,  the  revenue  received 
from  cement  last  year  was  £6,455,  and  £2,000 
of  that  amount  was  paid  by  the  Napier  Har» 
hour  Board.  The  amount  already  paid  as  Cus- 
toms duty,  and  the  amount  that  would  have  to 
be  paid,  were  as  follow  : — 

Amount    of   Customs   duty   paid   on         £       s.  d. 

cement  for  breakwater  works  up  to 

February  4, 1885        10,870  19    2 

To  complete  works  it  is  estimated  a 

further  53,004  casks  will  be  required: 

Dutv  payable  on  same  under  present 

tarifr 5,390    8    0 

Total  duty  paid  and  payable  if 
tarifT  continues  £16,261    7    2 

Then,  7,500  casks  of  cement  out  of  the  53,904 
-casks  would  be  required  to  complete  repairs  to 
the  breakwater.  Tho  duty  on  the  same  would 
be  £750.  The  duty,  at  2s.  per  cask,  represents 
88  per  oent.  on  London  cost.  The  Government 
had  undertaken  the  entire  responsibility  for  the 
expensive  harbours  of  Grey  mouth  and  West- 
port.  It  was  paying  all  expenses  and  main- 
taining the  wharves  at  Nelson  and  Pic  ton.  It 
gave  enormous  landed  endowments  to  New 
Plymouth.  When  the  harbour  at  New  Ply- 
mouth silted  up,  it  spent  £4,000  in  dredging; 
and  when  the  breakwater  was  damaged  it  re- 
paired it  at  the  public  expense,  of  course  pay- 
ing no  duty  on  the  cement  used. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  desired  to  point  out  that 
the  experience  of  the  Government  Engineers 
showed  that  the  Millburn  oement  was  fully 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  cement  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  import. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  NarJier  had  stated  that  the  Napier 
Harbour  Board  could  only  have  the  work  of 
making  the  blocks  carried  on  during  two  or 
three  months  of  the  year,  and  that  they  could 
not  store  the  cement  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
enable  them  to  use  the  locally-manufactured 
article  during  that  time,  and  that  therefore 
they  required  their  cement  in  barrels  instead 
of  bags.  He  had  the  authority  of  the  manager 
of  the  Millburn  Company  to  state  that  they 
were  quite  prepared  to  store  the  cement  in 
Dunedin,  and  supply  it  to  the  Napier  Harbour 
Board  in  the  quantities  they  required.  They 
could  also  supply  a  quality  which  could  not  be 
surpassed.  It  was  a  notorious  fact  that  this 
oement  had  stood  better  tests  than  any  cement 
which  had  been  introduced  into  the  colony. 


Mr.  CROWTHER  said  if  they  admitted  free 
the  cement  used  by  all  looal  bodies  it  would 
simply  shut  out  the  locally- produced  article, 
for,  as  honourable  members  knew,  the  local 
bodies  were  generally  large  users  of  cement. 
He  certainly  could  not  support  the  amend- 
ment. He  would  have  to  go  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw) 
in  his  motion. 

Mr.  FRASER  said  this  duty  was  evidently 
a  purely  protective  one,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
protection  was  nothing  else  than  legalised  rob- 
bery, and,  that  being  the  case,  he  certainly 
could  not  support  the  proposed  duty.  He 
would  support  the  motion  to  exempt  cement 
that  was  required  for  Harbour  Boards  and  other 
local  bodies. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  cement  required  for  local  governing 
bodies'  works  be  admitted  duty-free." 


Ayes,  18. 

Buchanan 

Hall-Jones 

O'Regan 

Duncan 

Joyce 

Steward 

Duthie 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Wilson. 

Flatman 

McGuire 

Tellers, 

Fraser 

McKenzie,  R. 

Carnell 

Green 

Newman 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Hall 

Noes,  86. 

Buddo 

Lang 

Morrison 

Buick 

Lawry 

Parata 

C  adman 

Maslin 

Pinker  ton 

Cam  cross 

Massey 

Russell,  G.  W 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Collins 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

McLachlan 

Stevens 

Earnshaw 

McNab 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Meredith 

Ward. 

Harris 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Houston 

Mills 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Hutchison,  W 

Montgomery 

Tanner. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Paib. 

For 

Against. 

Button. 

Reeves. 

Majority  against,  18. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  the  duty  on 
candles,  now  2d.,  be  reduced  to  Id.  per  pound. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  18. 

Allen 

Hall 

Morrison 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Duncan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Wilson. 

Duthie 

McGuire 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

McLachlan 

McKenzie,  R. 

Fraser 

Millar 

O'Regan. 

Green 

Nobs,  87. 

Buddo 

Crowther 

Joyce 

Buick 

Flatman 

Lawry 

Cad  man 

Graham 

Maslin 

C&rncross 

Hall-Jones 

Massey 

Carnell 

Harris 

McGowan 

Carroll 

Hogg 

McKenzie,  J. 

Collins 

Houston 

McNab 
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Meredith 

Mills 

Mitchelson 

Montgomery 

Newman 

Parata 


For. 
Button. 


Pinkerton 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Steward 
Tanner 

Paib. 


Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Stevens. 


Against. 
Reeves. 


Majority  agaitiBt,  19. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Resolutions  reported  and  agreed  to,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

"  Garraway  seeds,  gelatine,  isinglass,  liquorice, 
cayenne  pepper :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  WARD  said,  in  order  to  bring  this  item 
of  the  schedule  of  the  Bill  in  conformity  with 
the  resolution  passed  the  previous  night,  he 
would  move,  That  the  word  "  chillies  "  be  in- 
serted after  the  word  "  liquorice." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  then  moved,  That  the  word  "  fish- 
paste  "  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  pepper." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

"  Fruit,  fresh — namely,  apples,  pears,  plums, 
cherries,  peaches,  nectarines,  medlars,  apricots, 
quinces,  tomatoes  :  Id.  per  pound." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  to  insert  the 
words,  "  No  duty  exceeding  £d.  per  pound  shall 
be  levied  on  apples  and  pears  from  the  30th 
April  to  the  30th  November." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  30. 

Allen 

Hogg 

Montgomery 

Bell 

Hutchison,  W 

Morrison 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Buiok 

Maslin 

Pirani 

Button 

MoGowan 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Garncross 

MoGuire 

Willis 

Earnshaw 

McKenzie,  B. 

Wilson. 

Flatman 

MoLachlan 

Tellers. 

Green 

McNab 

Maokenzie,  T. 

Hall-Jones 
Heke 

Millar 

O'Regan. 

Noes,  29. 

Gadman 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

Lang 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

Mackintosh 

Stevens 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Graham 

Meredith 

Thompson,  R. 

Hall 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Harris 

Newman 

Ward. 

Houston 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Joyoe 

Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Seddon 
Pais. 

Tanner. 

For 

Against. 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

Majority  for,  1. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 
"  Fruits  preserved  in  juice  or  syrup :  £20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem."— Agreed  to. 


"Fruits  preserved  by  sulphurous  acid:  Id- 
the  pound." 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  strike  out  this  item, 
although  he  would  not  divide  the  House  on  iV 
This  was  another  attempt  to  protect  the  fruit- 
growers at  the  expense  of  the  factories. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"Milk,  preserved:  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem."' 

Mr.  HOGG  moved,  That  this  duty  be  reduced 
to  20  per  cent.,  the  duty  imposed  hitherto.. 
There  were  a  great  many  working-men,  espe- 
cially in  the  bush,  who  used  large  quantities,, 
and  20  per  cent,  was  quite  sufficient  duty. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  supported  the  amend- 
ment. It  could  not  be  argued  that  this  increase- 
was  for  revenue  purposes. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  was  astonished  to  think 
that  there  was  any  district  in  New  Zealand  that 
could  not  produce  enough  milk  for  itself.  He- 
supported  the  item. 

Mr.  WARD  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  duty  used  to  be  at  per  pound.  The  Govern- 
ment were  trying  to  remove  anomalies,  and  to 
have  uniformity,  and  that  was  one  reason  why* 
thiswas  put  under  an  ad  valorem  duty. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"That  the  item  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


Ayes,  39. 

Buddo 

Lang 

Pirani 

Cad  man 

Lawry 

Reeves 

Carnell 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Collins 

Maslin 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther 

Massey 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Graham 

McNab 

Steward 

Hall 

Millar 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall-Jones 

Mills 

Ward 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Willis. 

Houston 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W 

Parata 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Tanner. 

Kelly,  W. 

Noes,  22. 

Buick 

Mackenzie,  T. 

O'Regan 

Button 

McGowan 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Garncross 

McGuire 

Thompson,  R. 

Earnshaw 

McKenzie,  R. 

Wilson. 

Flatman 

MoLachlan 

Green 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Heke 

Mitchelson 

Allen. 

Hogg 

Newman 
Pairs. 

Bell. 

For 

Against. 

Carroll 

Buchanan 

Larnach                      Fraser 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  17. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 
"  Pickles  :  3s.  the  Imperial  gallon." 
Mr.  MASLIN  moved,  That  the  item  be  re- 
duced to  the  original  duty  of  2s.  per  dozen 
bottles.     The  duty  now  proposed  was  prohi- 
bitive, and,  instead  of  gaining  revenue  by  the 
imposition  of  the  duty,  the  colony  would  lose 
the  £8,000  now  derived  from  this  source.    A. 
firm  in  Christen  urch — Hay  wood  Brothers — em- 
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ployed  twenty-eight  boys  and  girls,  one  man, 
and  one  woman,  and  they  manufactured  one- 
half  of  the  pickles  and  sauces  in  the  colony ; 
«o  that  there  was  no  need  for  an  increase  of 
•duty  to  protect  this  industry. 

Major  6TE  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
'man  was  entirely  mistaken.  It  was  merely  a 
•question  of  the  measurement  of  the  bottles  of 
pickles.  The  question  was,  whether  it  should 
•be  Imperial  measurement  or  the  measurement 
that  used  to  be  dutiable  previously.  He  did 
«not  think  there  was  any  increase  whatever. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  the  honourable  mem- 
hex  for  Rangitata  did  not  prove  there  was  any 
increase  in  the  duty.  It  was  put  in  this  way 
•because  the  Customs  could  better  see  that  the 
<public  were  not  defrauded.  Under  the  old 
form  it  only  required  an  unprincipled  manu- 
facturer to  thicken  the  glass  of  the  bottles,  or 
»to  make  them  a  little  smaller,  in  order  to  be 
■able  to  take  advantage  of  the  public. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Sauces  :  4s.  the  Imperial  gallon." 

Mr.  MASLIN  moved,  That  the  item  be  re- 
duced to  the  amount  it  stood  at  before,  3s.  per 
•dozen  pints.  The  firm  he  had  previously  men- 
tioned manufactured  more  than  half  the  sauces 
-consumed  in  the  colony,  and  yet  gave  no  em- 
ployment. Why,  therefore,  should  they  make 
(them  a  gift  of  this  £1,624  in  duty  that  was 
now  received  on  this  item  ?  If  they  put  the  duty 
-on  at  4s.  per  gallon  as  proposed  there  would 
be  none  imported,  and  the  oolony  would  lose 
this  revenue. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Vinegar,  table,  not  exceeding  5  per  cent,  of 
•acidity  :  6d.  per  gallon." — Agreed  to. 

"  Cigarettes,  not  exceeding  in  weight  2  Jib.  per 
1,000:  17b.  6d.  the  1,000."— Agreed  to. 

*'  And  for  all  weight  in  excess  of  21b.  per 
1,000:  6d.  the  ounce."— Agreed  to. 

"Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  entered  to  be 
-manufactured  in  the  colony,  in  any  licensed 
tobacco  manufactory,  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses only  into  tobacco,  oigars,  cigarettes,  or 
-snuff :  2s.  the  pound."— Agreed  to. 

"Spirits  and  strong  waters,  the  strength  of 
-whioh  can  be  ascertained  by  Sykes's  hydro- 
meter, in  bulk  (no  allowance  beyond  16*5 
under  proof  shall  be  made  for  spirits  or  strong 
waters  of  a  less  hydrometer  strength  than  165 
tinder  proof ) :  16s.  the  proof  gallon." — Agreed  to. 

"Spirits  and  strong  waters,  sweetened  or 
mixed,  when  not  exceeding  the  strength  of  proof, 
in  bulk:  16s.  the  liquid  gallon." — Agreed  to. 

"Spirits  or  strong  waters  mixed  with  in- 
gredients in  any  proportion  exceeding  33  per 
-cent,  of  proof  spirit,  and  although  thereby 
•coming  under  any  other  designation,  excepting 
•patent  or  proprietary  medicines  or  tinctures, 
;and  medicinal  spirits  otherwise  enumerated: 
16s.  the  liquid  gallon." — Agreed  to. 

"  Cordials,  bitters,  and  liqueurs,  in  bulk :  16s. 
the  liquid  gallon."— Agreed  to. 

"  Ale,  beer  of  all  sorts,  porter,  cider,  and  perry, 
the  gallon,  or  for  six  reputed  quart-bottles,  or 
twelve  reputed  pint-bottles :  2s.  the  gallon." — 
-Agreed  to. 

"  Rice  malt :  Id.  the  pound." — Agreed  to. 


"Tea:  5d.  the  pound  until  31st  December, 
1895,  and  thereafter  4d.  the  pound." 

Mr.  McGOWAN  moved,  That  "5d."  be  re- 
duced to  "  4d."  This  would  enable  the  publio 
to  benefit  by  the  reduction.  A  reduction  of  Id. 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  would  simply,  in  his 
opinion,  be  giving  a  number  of  tea-packers  in 
the  colony  that  large  advantage  over  the  publio. 
He  thought  the  publio  should  receive  the  full 
benefit  of  any  reduotion,  and  by  reducing  the 
duty  to  4d.  at  once  that  object  would  be  at- 
tained. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
why,  as  he  had  taken  off  the  duty  on  a  number 
of  things  to  come  into  force  when  this  passed, 
he  made  an  exception  in  favour  of  tea.  The 
duty  should  run  straight  through.  He  thought 
the  outcome  of  this  would  be  to  enable  people, 
who  otherwise  would  work  off  stocks  in  bond, 
to  hang  back  to  the  1st  of  January,  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  the  lower  duty.  It  would  be 
better  to  give  the  twopence  concession  straight 
away. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  proposal  was,  before 
bringing  into  operation  the  lower  duty  on  tea, 
to  give  a  number  of  people  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  retailers  particularly,  who  would  be 
seriously  injured  by  the  imposition  of  the  lower 
duty  at  once,  an  opportunity  to  work  off  stocks 
they  had  purchased  previously.  This  class  of 
people  were  not  clearers  of  bonds  at  all,  and 
these  were  people  whom,  if  they  could,  they 
should  reasonably  protect  against  making  heavy 
losses.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  those  who  obtained 
the  concession  of  the  reduotion  of  Id.  in  the 
first  instance  were  those  who  held  stocks  of  tea 
in  bond — perhaps  large  stocks  of  tea.  The  re- 
tailers who  had  purchased  previously  were  those 
who  had  to  work  off  their  stocks  in  the  mean- 
time. If  they  allowed  the  whole  duty  to  go 
down  to  4d.  at  once,  it  would  be  inflicting  an 
injury  on  a  class  of  people  who  had  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  clearanoe  of  tea  at  all.  He 
wanted  to  give  them  a  reasonable  opportunity 
of  getting  rid  of  stocks  cleared  previously  to  the 
reduction  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  understood  from  what 
honourable  members  said — and  he  believed 
that  they  were  sincere  in  what  they  said — that 
a  reduction  of  Id.  per  pound  on  tea  would 
make  no  difference  to  the  oonsumer.  The 
large  importers,  whb  had  cleared  their  stocks 
at  the  threepenny  duty,  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  underselling  the  smaller  men  by 
selling  the  tea  at  a  less  price,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  small  traders  an  opportunity 
of  working  off  the  tea  in  stock  this  duty  was 
proposed.  A  similar  arrangement  had  been 
followed,  he  thought,  in  Victoria  and  Queens* 
land. 

Mr.  COLLINS  said,  if  the  House  accepted 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Thames,  it  would  simply  mean  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  lose  £11,000  a  year, 
and  the  tea- drinker  would  save  about  ^d.  per 
week.     Was  that  worth  considering? 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer himself  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty  to 
3d.,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  small  retail 
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sellers  who  had  stooks  in  hand  would  not  be  in 
the  position  it  was  assumed  they  would  be  in 
if  the  duty  were  reduced  to  3d.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristcliurch  City  forgot  that 
almost  every  tea-holder  in  the  colony  had 
cleared  large  sums  through  the  carelessness  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  the  change  oi  the 
duty  in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  thousands  of  tea- 
holders  had  not  oleared  their  stocks  at  all. 

Mr.  EARN  SHAW  ventured  to  say  that 
£2,000  had  been  saved  by  the  merchants  of 
Wellington  alone.  All  the  smaller  retail  sellers 
who  had  cleared  at  the  old  duty  of  Gd.  would 
practically  have  to  make  a  sacrifice,  as  against 
the  merchants  who  had  cleared  at  the  three- 
penny rate;  and  the  only  way  in  which  they 
could  equalise  matters  was  to  bring  the  duty 
down  to  a  threepenny  rate,  proposed  in  the  first 
instance  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  thought  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Thames 
looked  like  a  very  skilful  move  to  prevent  the 
direct  question  being  put  of  whether  the  duty 
should  be  reduced  to  3d.  per  pound.  The  tariff 
resolution  was  to  the  effect  that  5d.  was  to  be 
charged  for  three  months  hence — namely,  till 
the  SUt  December  —  and  if  the  honourable 
member  left  the  duty  at  5d.  for  three  months, 
and  then  let  it  come  down  to  4d.t  he  would 
attain  his  object ;  but  why  did  he  stand  in  the 
way  of  3d.  being  put  to  the  House  as  a  fair 
question?  He  would  suggest  that  when  the 
vote  was  taken  those  honourable  members  who 
were  in  favour  of  3d.  per  pound  duty  should 
first  vote  for  striking  out  "5d."  Then,  by 
voting  against  the  4d.  they  would,  of  course, 
vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Thames  and  for  the  three- 
penny duty. 

Mr.  MfcGOWAN  had  not  heard  a  single 
reason  why  he  should  alter  his  opinion  on 
the  matter.  One  reason  why  he  could  not  ac- 
cept the  3d.  was  because  he  thought  that  4d. 
was  a  fair  reduction.  He  had  given  the  matter 
full  and  careful  consideration,  and  he  knew 
something  about  the  business.  If  they  did 
not  make  the  reduction  proposed,  then  those 
people  who  had  cleared  their  tea  at  3d.  would 
have  a  considerable  advantage  over  others. 
He  did  not  think  that  there  was  a  great  ne- 
cessity to  go  to  the  extent  of  3d.  per  pound; 
yet  he  believed  that  the  time  would  come  when 
the  duty  would  be  wiped  off  altogether,  and 
also  the  duty  on  sugar.  The  proposal  he  had 
made  would  make  the  duty  somewhat  equal. 
With  reference  to  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  said  about  the  small  traders,  they  would 
feel  the  duty  more  if  it  were  kept  at  5d.,  be- 
cause they  would  not  have  had  the  benefit  of 
the  reduction  already  made  until  next  year. 
That  was  why  he  wished  the  reduction  to  take 
place  at  once. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  no  doubt 
throughout  the  whole  colony  a  great  many 
people  felt  that  a  great  injustice  had  been  done 
to  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  by  persons  who 
held  large  stocks  having  been  able  to  clear  them 
at  the  threepenny  duty.  The  House  ought  to 
Mr.  Eamshaw 


settle  that  question  by  adding  a  sentence  to  the 
last  column  to  the  effect  that  the  fivepenny 
duty  should  come  into  force  as  from  the  30th 
July.  Seeing  that  certain  importers  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  temporary  reduction  to  3d.f 
they  should  be  made  to  disgorge  by  all  being 
placed  under  the  one  rate,  especially  as  he 
understood  there  was  to  be  no  adjustment  of 
excesses  paid  to  the  Customs  Department. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  thought  it  was  a  great 
mistake  that  the  tea  duty  was  touched  at  all. 
He  understood  that  the  intention  in  the  first 
instance  in  retaining  the  duty  was  to  enable  a 
reduotion  to  be  made  in  the  duties  on  boots  and 
shoes,  but  if  all  the  items  of  the  tariff  were  to 
be  gone  over  again,  and  duties  were  to  be  re- 
duced, then  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  have 
no  revenue  at  all. 

Major  STEWARD  thought  they  should  keep- 
something  in  hand,  and  if  they  took  too  much 
off  one  item  there  would  be  no  possibility  of 
adjusting  matters  further  on.  With  regard  to 
the  tea  duty,  although  he  was  the  Chairman  of 
the  Tariff  Commission,  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  tea  was  to  some  extent  a  luxury,  and  the 
taking-off  of  Id.,  2d.,  or  3d.  meant  the  loss  of 
many  thousands  of  pounds  of  revenue.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  more  assistance  would  be  given, 
to  the  general  public  by  taking  the  duty  off 
brown  hoi  lands,  cotton  goods,  fencing-wire,  and 
agricultural  salt.  He  should  move,  presently, 
amendments  himself ;  he  stood  by  the  report  of 
the  Tariff  Commission,  and  he  intended  to  sup- 
port that  report.  With  regard  to  the  tea  duty, 
if  the  Committee  gave  away  £20,000  or  £30,000 
of  revenue,  it  would  hamper  them  in  regard  to 
reducing  the  duties  on  other  items  as  they 
came  up. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  that  a  practical  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  would  be  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  tea  to  3d.  This  would  have  to  be 
done  before  the  general  public  got  any  benefit 
from  the  reduction  at  all.  If  they  only  got  a 
reduction  of  Id.  for  the  next  three  months, 
the  large  dealers  would  get  the  benefit  of  it. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  would  negative  the 
amendment  to  reduce  the  duty  by  2d.,  and 
reduce  it  by  3d. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  would  very  much  like  to  see 
the  duty  restored  to  6d.,  and  the  duty  on  sugar 
reduced  by  Jd.  per  pound. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  agreed  that,  unless  the 
duty  were  reduced  by  3d.,  the  consumer  would 
not  get  the  benefit.  He  was  in  favour  of  the 
duty  being  restored  to6d.,  but  if  that  could  not 
be  obtained  he  would  support  the  proposal  to 
make  it  3d. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question  of 
retaining  "5d." 

Ayes,  26. 
Cadman  Lang  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carncross  Larnach  Stevens 

Carneli  Massey  Steward 

Collins  McKenzie,  J.     Thompson,  T. 

Crowther  Mills  Ward 

Graham  Mitchelson         Willis. 

Harris  Parata  Telieis. 

Hogg  Reeves  Button 

Houston  Seddon  Flatman. 
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Nobs,  32. 

Allen 

Kelly,  W.           Pinkerton 

Bell 

Mas]  in                 Pirani 

Buddo 

McOowan          Russell,  G.  W 

Buick 

McGuire             Russell,  W.  R 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  R.    Smith,  G.  J. 

Green 

McLachlan        Tanner 

Hall 

McNab               Thompson,  R. 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith            Wilson. 

Heke 

Millar                        Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Montgomery      Earnshaw 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Morrison            Newman. 

Pairs. 

For 

.    '                           Against. 

Carroll 

Buchanan 

Fraser 

Duthie 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Mackintosh                   Stout 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  against,  6. 

41 5d."  struck  out. 

On  the  question.  That  "  4d."  be  inserted, 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That,  instead  of 
••  4d.,"  «4  3d."  be  inserted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  took  it  that  the  last 
vote  given  meant  that  honourable  members 
desired  to  bring  it  down  to  4d.  at  once. 

Hon.  Members. — "  Hear,  hear."    "  No." 

Mr.  SEDDON  took  it  to  be  as  he  had  stated. 
If  it  was  to  bring  it  down  to  3d.,  he  did  not 
see  that  they  could  go  on  any  further  unless 
they  went  back  into  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  because  the  Government  would  then 
have  to  review  the  reduction,  which  would  be 
a  very  serious  one.  Many  honourable  mem- 
bers, who  were  in  favour  of  keeping  a  strong 
finance,  did  not  wish  to  make  too  large  a  reduc- 
tion on  tea:  in  fact,  many  said  there  should 
be  no  reduction  at  all.  On  those  grounds 
reductions  had  been  made,  which  had  been 
agreed  to  by  the  Government,  and  which  were 
now  included  in  the  schedule.  If  it  had  been 
understood  that  they  were  going  to  reduce  tea 
to  3d.,  the  Government  would  certainly  not 
have  assented  to  certain  other  reductions  that 
had  been  made.  Ha  hoped,  therefore,  that 
honourable  members  would  understand  the 
importance  of  the  vote  they  were  about  to  give, 
and  he  trusted  they  would  not  agree  to  make 
the  reduction  to  3d.  per  pound. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  Houro  now  found 
out  where  it  was.  The  House  had  no  desire  to 
weaken  the  Government's  finance,  but  the  Go- 
vernment had  made  up  its  mind  that,  while  tea 
should  bear  a  fixed  duty,  colonial  beer  should 
go  free. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  Baid  Yes ;  the  Government 
had  shown  throughout  the  debate  that  they 
were  going  at  all  hazards  to  defend  the  inter- 
ests of  colonial  beer  as  he  had  suggested.  He 
would  suggest  that  they  should  reduce  the  duty 
on  tea  to  3d.  per  pound  in  bulk,  and  that  it  be 
4d.  per  pound  in  packages.  That  would  be  a 
fair  thing.  The  country  would  not  lose  revenue 
through  clearances,  and  the  public  would  reap 
the  advantage  of  the  reduction.   If  the  Govern- 


ment finance  was  weakened  at  all  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  they  could  very  readily  increase 
it  by  putting  a  three- halfpenny  tax  on  colonial 
beer.  That  would  be  only  fair,  in  view  of  6d. 
being  put  on  imported  ale. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  wished  to  point  out 
that  the  case,  from  a  revenue  point  of  view,  was 
not  so  strong  as  had  been  stated  by  the  Pre- 
mier. He  apprehended  that  it  was  the  wish 
of  the  Committee  that  the  words  in  the  last 
column  of  the  resolution  should  come  into 
effect — namely,  that  5d.  should  be  retained 
until  the  1st  January,  and  that  therefore  the  re- 
duction to  3d.  per  pound  would  only  obtain  for 
three  months  of  the  financial  year.  The  case, 
even  from  a  revenue  point  of  view,  therefore, 
was  not  so  strong  as  had  been  stated  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  That  being  the  case, 
he  thought  the  House  should  carry  out  what 
was  now  proposed — namely,  to  reject  4d.  per 
pound,  in  order  to  reduce  the  duty  to  3d.,  which 
would  make  a  substantial  reduction  for  the 
public. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  voted  in  the  last  division 
with  the  "  Noes,"  but  he  would  be  prepared  to 
vote  for  4d.  with  the  Government  if  he  under- 
stood the  position  correctly.  Was  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  going  to  propose  some  alteration  with 
regard  to  packets,  so  as  to  make  a  different  duty 
for  that  class  of  tea?  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  not,  he  would  vote  with  the  Govern- 
ment. If,  however,  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  going  to  impose  a  differential  duty,  he 
would  feel  bound  to  vote  for  the  3d. 

Mr.  WARD  did  not  see  what  connection  a 
differential  duty  on  packets  had  with  the  pro- 
posal to  fix  the  duty  at  3d.  He  did  propose  to 
ask  the  House  to  decide  the  question  of  a  dif- 
ferential duty  as  against  paoket  teas.  The 
honourable  member  for  Riccarton  apparently 
assumed  that  the  finance  of  the  country  stopped 
at  the  end  of  March. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— You  can  meet  it  by 
retrenchment  next  year. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  not  the  way  to 
keep  the  finance  of  the  country  right.  They 
had  to  finance  not  up  to  the  31st  of  March,  but 
they  had  to  insure  the  continuity  of  the  finanoe 
of  the  country.  He  thought  every  honourable 
member  would  at  once  see  that  if  they  built 
up  the  whole  finance  of  the  country  for  only 
three  or  four  months  ahead  the  finance  would 
very  soon  get  into  a  mess.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  some  honourable  gentlemen  had  made 
up  their  minds  that  the  way  the  Government 
proposed  to  strengthen  the  finance  was  not 
the  way  which  they  considered  the  best  way. 
That  was  a  matter  of  opinion.  If  the  House 
did  reduce  the  duty  to  3d.,  he  had  his  opinion, 
and  it  was  a  very  fixed  one,  and  he  would 
ask  his  colleagues  at  once  either  to  give  effect 
to  his  opinion  on  the  matter  or  else  let  those 
who  were  anxious  to  conduct  the  finances  of 
the  country  in  their  way  to  so  conduct  them ; 
because  he,  for  one,  was  not  going  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Ministry  responsible  for  carrying  on 
the  affairs  of  the  country  unless  they  had  their 
own  system  of  finance,  properly  fixed,  and 
conducted  in  their  own  way.    He  stated  that 
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distinctly,  so  that  honourable  members  should 
make  no  mistake  about  it.  On  a  previous  occa- 
sion he  had  stated  very  distinctly  that,  while 
the  Government  would  give  the  House  a  free 
hand  in  regard  to  the  tariff  proposals,  they 
would  not  allow  any  serious  interference  with 
the  finances  of  the  country  to  take  place. 
When  the  Government  originally  proposed  a 
reduction  to  3d.  per  pound  they  submitted 
certain  other  proposals  to  the  House  in  connec- 
tion with  other  items  of  the  tariff.  In  the  case 
of  two  of  those  items  they  estimated  they  would 
get  a  considerable  amount  of  revenue — he  re- 
ferred to  fruit  and  linseed-oil.  A  majority  of 
the  House  decided  to  take  off  or  reduce  those 
duties,  and  the  Government  assented  to  those 
concessions.  Now,  certain  honourable  members 
proposed  to  go  on,  and  make  the  Government 
conform  to  their  ideas  of  finance.  He  would 
say  distinctly  that  he  was  not  going  to  do  that. 
He  desired  to  state  that  now,  so  that  there 
should  be  no  misunderstanding  about  it. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  Treasurer 
had  now  stated  for  the  first  time  that  this 
tariff  was  intended  to  strengthen  the  Govern- 
ment finance.  He  thought  that  was  really  the 
honourable  gentleman's  admission — that  this 
was  a  taxing  tariff.  He  did  not  wish  to  strain 
the  Treasurer's  words,  but  that  was  practically 
the  statement  which  he  made.  He  did  not 
think  the  Government  ought  to  turn  this  ques- 
tion of  the  tea  duty  into  one  of  want  of  confi- 
dence. He  was  perfectly  certain  the  House 
did  not  desire  to  weaken  the  finance  of  the 
country.  The  Premier  laughed,  but  honourable 
members  who  voted  for  the  reduction  on  tea 
were  quite  prepared  to  strengthen  the  finance 
of  the  Government  if  the  Government  would 
take  the  course  which  had  been  suggested  on 
all  sides  of  the  House,  and  increase  the  beer 
duty.  But  the  Government  had  set  their 
face  against  doing  so,  and  the  responsibility 
must  be  theirs  if  they  were  not  prepared 
to  allow  the  House  to  say  what  reductions 
should  be  made.  This  was  a  democratic 
country,  and  there  must  be  rule  by  majori- 
ties. The  House  was  prepared  to  assist  the 
Government  in  connection  with  their  finance, 
but  surely  the  House  was  not  to  be  told  that 
the  Government  were  going  to  erect  this  into 
a  question  of  want  of  confidence.  He  presumed 
that  if  members  were  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  tea  and  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  duty  on  colonial  ale,  surely  they 
had  a  right  to  their  opinions. 

Mr.  PIRANI  would  like  to  recall  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer's  memory  a  little.  He  told  them 
some  few  weeks  ago  that  the  party  were  to 
have  a  free  hand  in  reducing  the  duties  in 
the  tariff,  providing  that  they  would  support 
him  afterwards  in  bringing  down  other  duties 
to  make  up  the  amount  of  loss  by  the  reduc- 
tions. They  asked  how  that  could  possibly  be 
done,  and  they  were  told  that  could  be  done 
afterwards  by  the  Governor's  special  message. 
That  was  the  statement  made,  and  the  clear 
understanding  given. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbsb.-* When  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI  said,  At  the  caucus. 
Mr.  Ward 


An  Hon.  Membkb. — What  caucus  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  honourable  members  were 
awfully  simple,  but  he  was  not  quite  so  simple 
as  they  pretended  to  be,  and  that  was  the 
understanding  clearly  arrived  at.  He  knew 
that  a  great  many  events  had  happened  since, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand ;  but,  if  honourable  members  woul<J 
drop  all  remembrance  of  the  bank  business 
and  go  back  a  day  or  two  before  it,  they  would 
remember  a  little  about  that  cauous.  That 
was  the  understanding  really  given  to  them, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  so  it  would  be  ridiculous 
to  tell  them  that  they  were  to  have  a  free  hand 
on  the  tariff,  and  then  tell  them  that  the  pro- 
posed reduction  on  an  article  like  this  should 
be  taken  as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  wish  to  elevate  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  or  the 
honourable  member  for  Riccarton  to  that 
pedestal  they  were  not  entitled  to,  either  by 
experience,  or  by  wisdom,  or  by  the  position 
they  held  in  the  House  or  the  country.  There 
were  members  of  that  House  with  much  more 
experience,  and  who  had  served  the  country 
as  members  of  Parliament  quite  as  faith- 
fully and  intelligently,  and  for  a  much  longer 
period.  It  would  appear  to  him  that  these 
two  honourable  gentlemen  wanted  to  lead  the 
House;  that  members  and  everything  else 
were  to  be  subordinated  to  those  two  honour- 
able gentlemen.  He  said  at  once,  so  far  as 
the  Government  were  concerned,  that  they 
reckoned  without  their  host,  and  would  find 
themselves  very  much  mistaken.  The  Govern- 
ment were  responsible  for  the  finances  of  the 
country.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  stated,  and 
had  never  deviated  from  it,  that  so  long  as  the 
finances  were  not  unduly  interfered  with,  well 
and  good,  but  the  moment  an  attempt  was 
made  to  weaken  the  finances  of  the  country 
the  Government  would  tell  the  House  plainly 
that,  having  a  due  sense  of  responsibility, 
Ministers  would  refuse  to  proceed.  It  had 
come  to  that  stage  now  that  they  should  tell 
the  House  and  the  Committee  that  the  pro- 
posed amendments,  if  carried,  would  materially 
weaken  the  finance  of  the  colony.  If  they 
did  not  do  so  members  might  vote  for  re- 
ducing tea  to  3d.,  and  then  they  would  say, 
11  Why  did  not  the  Government  tell  us  it  was 
too  much  ?  "  It  was  only  fair  the  Government 
should  take  the  Committee  into  their  con- 
fidence. They  had  done  so*.  If  they  were  to 
believe  what  members  said  in  debates,  the 
Government  were  told  that  they  should  not 
touch  tea  at  all.  A  large  number  of  mem- 
bers had  told  the  Government  that.  When  re- 
ducing the  duty  on  boots  and  fruit,  what  did 
a  large  number  of  honourable  members  say  ? 
They  said  the  Government  had  shown  pre- 
viously that  if  the  House  reduced  the  tea  duty  to 
4d.  they  could  afford  to  strike  off  certain  items 
which  were  mentioned  by  the  Treasurer,  and 
which  were  struck  out  on  that  dear  and  dis- 
tinct understanding.  The  linseed-oil  went,  the 
island  fruit  went,  the  boots  were  reduced,  and 
that  day  there  had  been  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion made  in  the  other  fruit.    By  the  reduc- 
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Te  Ao. 

tions  made  their  finances  were  so  weakened 
that  if  they  reduced  this  tea  to  Sd.  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the  Government  to  get  the 
necessary  revenue.  It  was  high  time  the  Go- 
vernment Bhould  let  members  know  the  posi- 
tion they  were  in,  and  that  was  his  reason  for 
speaking  before  the  Committee  went  to  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  they  would  all  be  very 
glad  if  they  could  see  their  way  to  take  the 
-duty  off  tea  altogether,  but  they  could  not  do 
it.  They  must  have  funds  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  he,  for  one,  re- 
cognised that  the  small  amount  proposed  to 
be  taken  off  tea  would  not  give  such  relief  to 
the  community  generally  as  the  relief  they 
had  given  in  taking  off  the  duty  on  children's 
boots  and  other  things.  He  thought  they  must 
support  the  Government  in  this  respect ;  that 
they  could  not  allow  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try to  drift.  He  would  be  very  much  pleased  if 
the  Government  could  see  their  way  to  reduce 
-expenditure ;  but,  so  far  as  this  tariff  was  con- 
cerned, they  must  vote  such  a  sum  to  the 
-Government  as  would  enable  them  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  country,  and  he,  for  one, 
would  do  that. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  both  the  last  speaker 
And  the  Premier  had  referred  to  the  reduc- 
tion made  on  boots,  but  they  were  told  that 
the  tariff  was  going  to  give  a  greater  amount 
of  revenue  than  when  first  brought  down 
by  the  Government.  They  were,  therefore, 
actually  entitled  to  concessions  from  the  Go- 
vernment. As  representatives  of  the  people 
they  would,  of  course,  guard  against  the 
finances  getting  into  a  weak  condition;  but 
it  was  for  the  House  to  say  if  this  tea  duty 
should  be  reduced,  and  the  sum  made  up  in 
some  other  way.  If  this  duty  were  reduced, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  knew  the  items  on  which 
ho  could  make  up  the  deficiency.  He  would 
ask  honourable  members  not  to  be  influenced 
by  the  statements  of  the  Premier  and  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  but  to  vote  in  the  direction  they 
thought  best  in  the  interests  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought,  if  the  duty  were  re- 
duced to  3d.  it  would  weaken  the  Govern- 
ment's finance,  and  he  did  not  think  it  right, 
•even  for  the  sake  of  gaining  an  Opposition 
advantage,  to  vote  in  that  direction.  It  was 
much  against  his  wish  to  vote  for  the  4dM  and 
he  was  now  only  sorry  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer had  interfered  with  the  tea  duty  at  all. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  got  into  trouble 
over  this  matter,  and  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty, 
at  any  rate,  as  one  member  of  the  Opposition,  to 
help  him  out  of  the  financial  hole  he  had  got 
into. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
■*•  That  •  4d.'  be  inserted." 
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Majority  for,  22. 
Amendment  to  insert  444d."  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  until  Slst  December,  1895,  and  thereafter  4d. 
the  pound." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

"  Coffee,  raw  :  2d.  the  pound."— Agreed  to. 

"  Coffee,  essence  of :  £20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem" — Agreed  to. 

'•  Syrups,  lime-  or  lemon -juice  sweetened, 
raspberry  vinegar :  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem" 
— Agreed  to. 

"  Acid,  acetic,  not  otherwise  enumerated, 
containing  not  more  than  80  per  cent,  of 
acidity  :  ljd.  the  pound." — Agreed  to. 

"  For  every  10  per  cent,  of  acidity  or  fraction 
thereof  additional :  Jd.  per  pound  additional." 
—Agreed  to. 

"  Baking  -  powder,  yeast  preparations,  and 
other  ferments:  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem" 
—Agreed  to. 

44  Essences,  flavouring,  spirituous :  16s.  per 
gallon." 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add  after  the  word 
44  spirituous"  the  words  "15  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem until  the  1st  of  February,  and  thereafter." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  agreed  to*. 

"  Tinctures  and  medicinal  spirits  of  any  re- 
cognised pharmacopoeia  containing  more  than 
50  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit :  Is.  per  pound." — 
Agreed  to. 

"  Tinctures  and  medicinal  spirits  of  any  re- 
cognised pharmacopoeia  containing  less  than  50 
per  cent,  of  proof  spirit:  6d.  the  pound." — 
Agreed  to. 

41  Chemicals  not  otherwise  enumerated,  in 
eluding  photographic  chemicals  and  glacial 
acetic  acid:  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." — 
Agreed  to. 

44  Drugs  and  druggists'  sundries,  and  apothe- 
caries' wares  not  otherwise  enumerated:  £20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem." — Agreed  to. 
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44  Saccharine,  except  in  form  of  tabloids  or 
tablets  :  Is.  6d.  the  ounce." 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  he  had  strongly  objected 
when  the  duty  of  5s.  an  ounce  was  put  on,  and 
he  hoped  the  Treasurer  would  agree  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  tabloids  or  tablets."  There 
were  several  diseases  for  which  saccharine  was 
used,  and  if  used  as  a  drug  it  would  still  have 
to  pay  5s.  per  ounce  duty.  If  it  was  used  in 
wholesale  quantities  it  was  admitted  at  Is.  6d. 
per  ounce,  while  if  it  was  wanted  to  be  used  in 
small  quanti  ties  in  disease  the  higher  duty  must 
be  paid.  As  it  would  involve  very  little  loss  of 
revenue  he  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
accept  his  amendment,  and  he  moved,  That  all 
the  words  after  "  Saccharine  "  be  left  out. 

Mr.  WARD,  regarding  the  wholesale  use  of 
saccharine,  might  say  it  could  not  be  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  beer.  It  certainly  could 
not  be  used  for  that  purpose,  because  it  was 
unferm  en  table. 

Mr.  PI  RANI  said  he  had  seen  it  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  beer. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  then  it  must  have  been  very 
bad  beer  that  was  made.  There  was  no  doubt 
it  could  not  be  used  in  that  way  to  any  good 
purpose. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  believed  it  was  used  to 
sweeten  turnips  and  other  things  for  the  manu- 
facture of  jam.  If  used  wholesale  it  was  to  be 
admitted  at  the  lower  duty,  and  when  it  had 
to  be  used  in  certain  forms  of  disease  he 
thought  5s.  per  ounce  should  not  be  paid  on  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  would  not  bo  charged 
duty  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per  ounce  :  when  it  was 
in  tablets  or  tabloids  it  would  come  under  the 
20  per  cent,  as  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries, 
et  cetera,  mentioned  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

44  Eucalyptus-oil,  in  bulk  or  bottle :  £20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  FLATMAN  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  reduce  this  to  10  per  cent.  It  was  very 
necessary  they  should  have  eucalyptus-oil  for 
use  in  chest-diseases.  In  bulk  it  bad  previously 
been  free,  and  now  20  per  cent,  was  to  be  im- 
posed upon  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  that,  as  it  was  free  in 
bulk  before,  perhaps  the  Treasurer  would  allow 
it  in  that  form  to  remain  on  the  free-list. 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  wanted  the  duty  on  a 
number  of  articles  in  order  to  maintain  the 
revenue.  If  they  went  on  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  dutiable  articles  they  would  not  get  the 
necessary  amount  of  revenue. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  insert  after  the  words 
44  in  bulk  "  the  words  "  £10  per  cent.  ad  valorem" 
leaving  20  per  cent,  on  eucalyptus-oil  in  bottles. 

The  Commiteee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Ayes,  16. 


Bell 

Maslin 

Russell,  W.  R 

Button 

Massey 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Earnshaw 

McGuire 

Flatman 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

Green 

Newman 

Allen 

Xiarnach 

O'Regan 

Wilson. 

Buddo 

Buick 

Cadman 

Carncros8 

Camel  1 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Houston 


Noes,  41. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Parata 
Pinker  ton 


Pi  rani 

Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Morrison 
Tanner. 


For. 
Buchanan 
Duthie 
Fraser 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Carroll 

McKenzie,  R. 
Mackintosh 
Lawry 
Saunders 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  25. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

44  Glycerine,  refined :  £20  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem."— Agreed  to. 

44  Patent  medicines :  £40  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem.'' 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved  to  reduce  the  duty 
to  25  per  cent.  This  item  included,  amongst 
other  useful  medicines,  Parish's  Chemical 
Food  for  sickly  children,  which  should  not  be 
made  a  subject  of  extra  duty. 

Mr.  WARD  would  be  glad  to  accept  the 
honourable  gentleman's  suggestion  if  it  would 
have  the  effect  that  honourable  gentleman 
desired ;  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
the  information  furnished  to  him  (Mr.  Ward) 
in  connection  with  this  matter  he  would  not 
entertain  the  views  he  did.  Beyond  question, 
in  his  opinion,  more  injury  was  done  to  people 
as  the  result  of  the  importation  of  these  patent 
medicines  than  any  one  was  aware  of.  The 
duty  was  not  excessive.  Some  of  these  medi- 
cines were  manufactured  at  about  6d.  a  dozen, 
and  if  100  per  cent,  were  put  on  the  cost-price 
it  would  be  a  mere  bagatelle. 

Mr.  HOGG  would  like  a  definition  as  to  what 
patent  medicine  really  was.  Did  it  include 
cod-liver  oil,  extract  of  malt,  chemical  food, 
Fellowes's  syrup,  et  cetera  ?  W'hether  they  be- 
lieved in  these  patent  medicines  or  not,  they 
were  very  largely  used  by  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  community,  and  a  duty  of  40  per  cent, 
was  inhuman ;  25  per  cent,  would  be  quite 
sufficient. 

Mr.  BUTTON  pointed  out  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  things  alluded  to  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  were  on  the  free-list.  But  he 
would  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  to  consider 
whether  or  not  it  would  be  advisable  to  add  the 
words  u  not  included  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia." That  would  exclude  from  duty  all 
those  patent  medicines  which  were  recognised 
by  the  faculty  as  being  invaluable. 
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Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  impossible  bo  do  that, 
because  the  work  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  referred  might  be  altered.  Were 
they  to  limit  it  to  present  or  future  editions? 
If  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  looked 
at  the  free-list  he  would  find  a  great  number  of 
drugs  on  the  free-list,  including  cod-liver  oil. 
With  regard  to  those  referred  to  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  he  would  put  such  of  them 
as  he  thought  desirable  in  the  free-list  if  that 
honourable  gentleman  would  hand  him  a  list  of 
them. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  hoped  the  Treasurer  would 
extend  the  free-list.  The  honourable  member 
for  Masterton  was  quite  right  in  saying  that  a 
very  large  number  of  these  were  used  by  the 
poor  people  in  sickness.  There  were  a  large 
number  of  others  besides  those  alluded  to  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  on 
which  25  per  cent,  would  be  quite  sufficient 
duty.  Ab  regards  the  free-list  referred  to  by 
the  Treasurer,  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  were 
only  two  drugs  in  it. 

Captain  BUSS  ELL  thought  the  House 
should  not  be  led  away  by  what  the  Treasurer 
said  about  these  medicines  being  manufactured 
at  Is.  6d.  a  dozen.  If  they  were  going  to  pay 
40  per  cent,  on  that  it  would  not  matter ;  but 
every  bottle  was  marked  with  the  retail  price, 
and  the  vendor  would  add  40  per  cent,  to  that. 

Mr.  MASSEY  indorsed  what  had  been  said 
by  the  last  speaker.  These  drugs  were  used  by 
a  large  number  of  people,  and  it  would  be  a 
very  great  hardship  to  tax  them  to  the  extent 
of  40  per  cent.  That  would  be  quite  prohibi- 
tive. The  Colonial  Treasurer  would  oollect 
more  revenue  with  a  25-per-cent.  duty  than 
with  a  40-per-cent.  duty.  It  seemed  to  be  for- 
gotten by  many  honourable  members  that 
these  patent  medicines  included  medicines  for 
horses  and  cattle.  While  he  did  not  object  to 
pay  25  per  cent,  on  Elliman's  embrocation,  and 
such  things  as  that,  he  did  object  to  paying  40 
per  cent. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  there  were  very  few 
patent  medicines  on  the  free-list— in  fact,  there 
were  none.  They  were  all  drugs,  and  a  40-per- 
cent, duty  placed  them  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
people  altogether.  These  medicines  were  largely 
used  by  the  poor  people:  Steedman's  soothing- 
powders  for  crying  children,  Cockle's  pills,  and 
other  pills.  They  wanted  a  fair  thing,  and  25 
per  cent.,  he  thought,  was  fair. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  not  one  patent  medicine 
was  on  the  free-list. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  asked,  would  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  reduce  the  duty,  on  some  of  the  more 
important  medicines  referred  to  ? 

Mr.  WARD  thought  it  was  a  mistake  to  do 
what  was  suggested.  A  number  of  these  items 
were  on  the  free-list.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
honourable  members  should  recollect  that  now 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  many  of  these 
articles  were  being  prepared.  He  did  not  say 
the  particular  proprietary  medicines  honourable 
gentlemen  referred  to,  but  there  were  many  of 
these  goods  manufactured  in  the  country,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
articles  imported  they  were,  in  so  far  as  their 


literal  cost  was  concerned,  of  a  very  cheap 
nature.  The  money  paid  for  them  was  sent 
out  of  the  country,  and  they  contributed  next 
to  nothing  to  the  revenue.  It  seemed  to  him 
the  right  thing  to  do  was  to  separate  the  two 
matters,  imposing  a  duty  on  those  imported, 
and  on  those  manufactured  in  the  colony  an 
excise  duty  by  means  of  stamp  duty.  If  they 
were  going  to  make  an  exception  in  favour  of 
a  few  out  of  hundreds  of  items  he  had  no  ob- 
jection, but  the  trouble  was  to  select  the  right 
ones.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  better  to  take  the 
thing  as  it  was. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  admitting  patent  medicines  for 
sheep  duty-free,  but  he  objected  to  admitting 
patent  medicines  for  human  beings  free  of 
duty.  He  had  always  heard  the  policy  of  the 
Government  was  to  put  people  aud  not  sheep 
on  the  land. 

Mr.  COLLINS  said  the  patent  medicines 
would  remove  people  from  the  land. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Government  of  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  was  a 
member  passed  a  Tariff  Bill  through  the  House 
which  did  precisely  the  same  thing  as  that  to 
which  he  had  just  made  reference.  They  put 
a  duty  on  proprietary  medicines  intended  for 
human  beings,  and  let  these  articles  for  sheep 
come  in  free. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  WARD  said  sheep-dip,  among  others,  was 
put  on  the  free-list. 

Captain  R  U  S  S  E  L  L.— What  about  sheep- 
drenches  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  sheep-dip  was  a  very  much 
more  used  artiole  than  sheep-drenches.  What 
they  had  done  then  might  have  been  wrong. 
Perhaps  they  should  now  put  a  high  duty  on 
these  articles  for  sheep,  but,  at  any  rate,  the 
honourable  gentleman's  Government  was  re- 
sponsible for  that  originally. 

Mr.  WILLIS  asked  whether  this  duty  would 
include  effervescent  drinks,  such  as  Eno's  fruit- 
salt,  which  were  very  largely  used  during  the 
summer  season. 

Mr.  WARD  said  we  had  in  the  colony  Puriri 
water  and  Taieri  water,  which  were  ever  so 
much  better  than  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  talking  about. 

Mr.  MASLIN  suggested  that  some  of  the 
more  important  proprietary  medicines,  such  as 
the  asthma- cure  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs,  should  be  put 
on  the  free- list.  Many  people  had  experienced 
considerable  relief  from  this  asthma-cure. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  there  was  even  a  greater 
anomaly  than  that  mentioned  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition.  This  was  :  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer was  proposing  to  admit  drenches  for  sheep 
free  of  duty,  while  he  proposed  to  tax  medicines 
for  horses  and  cattle  40  per  cent. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said  Elliman's  embroca- 
tion was  a  very  useful  article,  and  used  even  for 
sprains  sustained  by  human  beings. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  if  honourable  gentlemen 
would  give  him  a  list  of  the  few  matters  that 
they  considered  were  the  more  important,  and 
whioh  could  not  be  made  in  the  country,  he 
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would  consider  the  recommendation,  bat  he 
was  not  going  to  promise  to  do  anything  in  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  one  of  the  greatest 
-inconsistencies  was  that,  while  they  were  ex- 
-eluding  patent  medicines  from  the  free-list, 
they  included  scrub*  exterminator.  That  was 
not  worth  Is.  for  the  400- gallon  tank.  It  poisoned 
stock  instead  of  killing  the  stuff  it  was  put  on. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  chemists  in  this 
•eolony  for-  the  last  two  years  had  been  trying 
to  get  a  Pharmacy  Bill  through  the  House, 
prohibiting  storekeepers  from  selling  patent 
medicines,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  these 
chemists  had  suggested  this  high  duty  to  the 
Oolonial  Treasurer. 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  had  not  done  so. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  knew  a  great  many 
•chemists  were  manufacturing  imitations  of 
these  medicines,  and  that  these  imitations  were 
both  spurious  and  inferior.  If  they  put  40  per 
cent,   on  patent  medicines  they  were  simply 

Slaying  into  the  hands  of  the  chemists,  to  the 
etriment  of  the  country  settlers,  who,  to  a 
large  extent,  were  dependent  on  these  patent 
medicines.  He  suggested  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  that  25  per  cent,  would  be  sufficient 
protection. 

Mr.  HOGG  pointed  out  that  many  people 
were  not  able  to  go  to  the  doctor  or  chemist 
and  pay  10s.  for  a  dose  of  medicine,  and  it  was 
these  people  who  would  suffer  from  the  high 
impost  now  proposed.  Many  of  these  articles 
which  were  called  patent  medicines  were  ar- 
ticles almost  of  diet,  and  were  largely  used  by 
the  poorer  classes.  He  might  instance  the  fol- 
lowing :  Scott's  emulsion,  citrate  of  magnesia, 
fluid  magnesia,  Moeller's  cod-liver  oil,  extract 
of  malt  and  cod-liver  oil,  Kepler's  extract  of 
malt,  Liebig's  meat-extract,  Steedman's  sooth- 
ing-powders, hop- bitters,  Eno's  fruit-salt,  Pain- 
killer, St.  Jacob's  oil. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  homoeopathic  medicines 
were  taxed  under  the  heading  of  "  Patent 
Medicines."  He  thought  that  was  a  great 
hardship. 

Mr.  BUDDO  said  there  were  some  manu- 
facturers of  proprietary  medicines  in  the  colony, 
and  in  their  interest  he  would  support  the  duty 
of  40  per  cent. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buddo 

Buick 

Cadman 

Camel  1 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Hall 

Hall- Jones 

Harris 

Houston 

Hutchison,  W. 

Allen 
Bell 

Earnshaw 
Flatman 


Ayes,  31. 
Lang 
Larnach 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Mills 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Pirani 

Noes,  25. 
Graham 
Green 
Hogg 
Kelly,  J.  W. 


Reeves 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Morrison. 

Kelly,  W. 
McGuire 
Meredith 
Millar 


Mitchelson        Russell,  W.  R.  Wilson. 
Montgomery      Smith,  G.  J. 
Newman  Tanner  Tellers. 

O 'Regan  Thompson,  R.   Button 

Russell,  G.  W.  Willis  Massey. 

Paibs. 


For. 

Against. 

Carroll 

Buchanan 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T 

Mackintosh 

Fraser 

McKenzie,  R. 

Duthie 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Saunders. 

Stout. 

Majority  for,  6. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Proprietary  medicines  or  medicaments — 
(1)  Bearing  the  name  of  the  proprietor  on 
label  or  package ;  (2)  bearing  a  prefixed  name 
in  the  possessive  case;  (8)  not  otherwise 
enumerated,  prepared  by  any  occult  secret  or 
art :  £40  per  cent,  ad  valorem." — Agreed  to. 

11  Apparel  made  by  British  or  foreign  tailors, 
dress-,  mantle-,  or  jacket-makers,  to  the  order 
of  residents  in  the  colony,  and  intended  for  the 
individual  use  of  such  residents,  whether  im- 
ported by  the  residents  themselves  or  through 
an  importing  firm  :  £40  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Major  HARRIS  moved,  after  "  apparel,"  to 
insert  "exoepting  uniform  clothing  for  Volun- 
teer corps."  He  moved  this  amendment  be- 
cause clothing  could  be  obtained  much  oheaper 
from  Home  than  it  could  be  made  in  the 
colony. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  they  could  not  get  uniforms 
made  in  the  colony  equal  in  workmanship  and 
fit  to  those  imported  and  at  so  low  a  price. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  hoped  the  Committee 
would  negative  the  amendment.  It  was  grossly 
unfair  to  make  any  exemption  at  all  in  the 
duty  if  the  House  were  in  favour  of  the  prin- 
ciple. Clothing  could  be  made  in  the  colony 
equal  to  that  imported. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  honed  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  would  remember  that  the 
Mosgiel  Company  had  made  kharkee  oloth 
equal  to  the  imported  article.  They  made  it 
at  the  instance  of  the  Government,"  and  then 
did  not  get  an  order. 

Mr.  ALLEN  had  not  disputed  the  quality  of 
the  clothing  made  in  the  colony,  but  the  way 
in  which  it  was  made  up. 

Mr.  LARNACH  considered  this  clause  was 
a  species  of  class  legislation,  and  moved,  That 
the  duty  be  reduced  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said,  so  far  from  the 
clause  being  class  legislation,  he  understood 
that  the  suggestion  was  originally  proposed  by 
one  of  the  biggest  aristocrats  in  the  colony — 
Mr.  Stead,  of  Christchuroh. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  that,  if  Volunteer 
clothing  was  to  be  exempted  from  the  operation 
of  the  duty,  fire-brigades  were  entitled  to  the 
same  privilege.  Under  the  clause  the  Govern- 
ment would  also  bring  in  policemen's  clothing. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  if  the  House  would 
allow  him  he  would  alter  his  amendment  so  as 
to  reduce  the  duty  from  40  to  25  per  oent. 


Mr.  Ward 
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Mr.  BELL  said  it  had  been  curiously  sug- 
gested that  people  who  obtained  their  olothes 
outside  of  New  Zealand  did  so  in  order  to  ob- 
tain them  more  cheaply.  That  statement  was 
ludicrously  incorrect.  The  price  paid  was  more 
without  duty  than  was  paid  here  for  olothes  of 
the  same  character.  Therefore,  if  the  tailors 
in  New  Zealand  could  make  the  clothes  equally 
good  and  comfortable,  it  was  certain  they 
would  get  the  whole  of  the  trade.  If  people 
in  the  colony  liked  to  get  their  clothes  from 
outside  the  colony,  why  on  earth  should  they 
not  be  permitted  to  do  so  ?  He  thought  this 
proposal  was  childish.  If  the  Treasurer  said 
this  was  put  in  the  schedule  for  the  purpose 
of  revenue,  then  he  was  not  at  all  sure  that 
it  was  not  very  legitimate  to  ask  the  class 
of  people  who  were  probably  able  to  do  so  to 
contribute  to  the  revenue ;  but,  if  this  duty  was 
put  on  for  the  purpose  of  prohibition,  then  he 
thought  it  was  childish.  It  was  a  pandering 
to  the  cry  for  protection  in  the  worst  form — in 
a  form  something  akin  to  a  sumptuary  law. 
The  extended  application  of  the  principle  to 
women  was,  he  thought,  meaner,  if  that  were 
possible,  than  the  proposed  application  to  men. 
The  additional  duty  really  made  no  difference 
to  the  individual  or  to  the  revenue.  It  enabled 
his  honourable  friend  to  pander  to  a  number 
of  people  throughout  the  colony  who  called  out 
for  protection  to  enable  them  to  compete  with 
the  Old  Country — not  with  cheap  labour,  but  to 
compete  with  manufacturers  of  a  superior  class 
of  goods,  and  to  enforce  the  use  in  this  country 
of  an  inferior  article.  For  these  reasons,  he 
would  vote  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Tuapeka. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  opposed  this  duty  alto- 
gether, but  for  a  different  reason.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  wanted  to  simplify  his  tariff,  and 
this  proposal  created  one  of  those  abominable 
anomalies  which  were  perfectly  unworkable. 
This  high  duty  could  be  evaded  by  ordering  cer- 
tain classes  of  clothing  through  large  firms,  and 
also,  according  to  the  present  wording  of  the 
resolution,  by  ordering  them  through  a  friend. 
In  the  latter  case  the  olothes  could  be  imported 
at  25  per  cent,  instead  of  at  40  per  cent.  This 
duty  was  really  the  "  fad  "  of  a  certain  indivi- 
dual in  that  House.  He  (Mr.  Mackenzie) 
was  not  speaking  for  himself,  because  he  got 
his  clothing  made  in  the  colony.  He  wanted, 
however,  to  see  this  tariff  made  workable.  He 
would  suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  he  should 
consider  the  proposal  to  reduce  the  duty  to 
25  per  cent. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  this  duty  would 
produce  a  certain  additional  amount  of  reve- 
nue, and  the  Customs  Department  had  signi- 
fied their  belief  that  they  could  work  it.  He 
held  that  they  should  consider  their  friends 
and  neighbours  around  them  in  the  matter  of 
any  work  they  had  to  do,  instead  of  going  to 
London.  He  thought  this  proposal  was  a  most 
proper  one.  People  should  seek  to  serve  one 
another's  interests  as  far  as  possible.  If  per- 
sons here  chose  to  send  Home  for  their  olothes 
they  ought  to  be  willing  to  pay  for  so  doing. 
Altogether,  he  thought  this  was  about  the  most 


proper  proposal  in  the  whole  of  the  tariff.  They 
all  liked  to  see  ladies  well  dressed,  but  there 
was  no  doubt  very  good  dresses  could  be  made 
in  this  country.  He  was  told  that  dresses  made- 
here  compared  with  those  made  in  London — 
looked  as  well,  and  were  as  well  made.  The 
intention  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  putting 
this  item  on  the  list  was  no  doubt  to  encouraga 
trade  in  the  country,  instead  of  foolishly  pa- 
tronising London  or  Paris. 

Captain  RUSSELL  did  not  think  a  single 
argument  could  be  adduced  in  favour  of  this 
particular  impost.  "  Childish  "  was  not  the 
word  for  it ;  it  was  downright  vindictiveness. 
He  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  tell 
them  on  what  grounds  this  item  was  included, 
in  the  tariff.  Was  it  for  revenue?  No,  it  was 
not.  Was  it  for  prohibition  ?  No,  it  could  not 
be  for  prohibition.  Was  it  what  he  should  de- 
scribe as  an  almost  contemptible  appeal  to  the 
manufacturers  of  the  colony  ?— and  he  unhesi- 
tatingly said  it  was  for  that  single  and  sole 
object.  The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  W.  Hutchison)  had  told  them  just 
now  that  they  ought  to  deal  with  the  people 
amongst  whom  they  lived.  That  might  be  per- 
fectly true,  but  he  would  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  that,  notwithstanding  the  oontinuaL 
increase  of  the  duty  upon  slops,  they  were  im- 
ported in  greater  ratio  than  was  the  case  before 
the  increased  duty  was  put  on,  and  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  clothing  which  poor  people  used  was 
imported  from  England,  and  not  made  here  at 
all.  They  were  aiming  in  this  impost  at  a  par- 
ticular class,  and  thev  had  no  right  to  attack  a 
particular  class.  If  they  affirmed  this  principle 
in  regard  to  clothing,  with  equal  injustioe  they 
might  say  that  no  man  should  have  the  right 
to  import  his  wines,  his  whiskey,  his  cigars,  or 
his  musical  instruments  without  paying  40  per 
cent,  duty  upon  them.  There  was  to  be  no 
perceptible  increase  in  the  revenue  from  this 
source,  aud  they  were  passing  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  sumptuary  law  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  a  particular  class  in  New  Zealand.  It 
was  a  distinct  infringement  of  personal  liberty. 
It  would  not  prevent  importation  or  increase- 
the  revenue.  The  only  good  it  might  do  would 
be  to  make  people  more  careful  of  their  clothes 
than  they  were  at  the  present  time.  It  would 
encourage  smuggling  too.  It  would  have  the 
tendency  of  inducing  unscrupulous  traders,  for 
a  small  commission,  to  get  clothes  out  for  other 
people  at  the  25-per-cent.  rate  of  duty.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  not  agree  to  tha 
duty. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  he  could  not  sup- 
port this  40-per-oent.  duty.  Whoever  suggested' 
this  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  not  acting  in 
the  interests  of  the  country.  There  was  some- 
thing so  small,  petty,  and  contemptible  about 
it  that  he  was  sorry  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
allowed  himself  to  be  persuaded  to  place  it  in 
this  Bill.  There  was  no  doubt  it  could  be 
evaded  if  any  person  wished  to  do  so.  He 
thought  it  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  it  in.  It  did  not  affect  him 
personally,  for  he  never  sent  Home  for  any- 
thing.    He    was   surprised    the    Government- 
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should  have  been  so  ill-advised  as  to  bring  it 
in.  At  the  same  time,  tbey  must  admit  that 
good  London -made  clothing  was  better  than 
colonial -made  clothing,  but  the  tailors  of  New 
Zealand  would  improve  their  own  class  of  work 
by  seeing  a  better  style  of  article,  just  as  local 
-coachbuilders  would  improve  by  seeing  a  smart 
trap  brought  into  the  country.  From  a  reve- 
nue point  of  view  there  was  no  use  in  discuss- 
ing it  at  all.  It  was  aimed  at  one  particular 
class,  and  that  a  very  small  class  of  people. 
There  was  too  much  of  that  attempted  class 
legislation.  It  was  not  dignified  ;  it  did  us  no 
good,  and  only  brought  us  into  contempt. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  did  not  agree  with  those 
'honourable  members  who  spoke  of  the  infe- 
riority of  the  workmanship  in  this  country 
compared  with  that  of  the  Old  Country;  and, 
as  to  the  remarks  made  about  the  importation 
of  shoddy  goods,  he  would  remind  the  honour- 
able  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  that  the  Kaiapoi 
Woollen  Factory  employed  seven  hundred 
hands,  and  last  year  paid  £185,000  in  wages, 
manufacturing  goods  from  the  raw  material, 
'  and  then  making  their  manufactures  into 
clothes.  The  imports  showed  that  the  im- 
ported clothing  was  becoming  a  diminishing 
quantity,  and  in  the  course  of  time  our  indus- 
tries would  be  so  developed  and  so  commend 
themselves  to  the  people  as  absolutely  to  shut 
out  the  imported  article. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  if  there  was  one  reason 
that  would  prevent  him  from  supporting  this 
duty  it  was  the  fact  that  many  people  who 
were  importing  dresses  and  clothing  every  day 
evaded  the  payment  of  the  present  duties. 
He  had  heard  it  was  the  custom  of  fashion- 
able dressmakers  at  Home,  when  they  sent  out 
ladies'  dresses  to  the  colony,  to  send  two  in- 
voices. One  was  presented  to  the  Customs, 
which  only  stated  on  the  face  of  it  the  cost  of 
the  bare  material,  while  the  other  invoice  was 
for  their  own  private  benefit.  The  same  thing 
was  done  in  regard  to  suits  sent  to  the  colony. 
The  difficulty  was  to  get  at  these  swindlers  in 
high  places.  He  thought  the  only  wav  they 
could  get  at  these  people  was  to  double  the 
present  duty. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  think  extra  duty 
would  stop  the  kind  of  swindling  referred  to  by 
the  last  speaker.  Excessive  duties  had  always 
been  found  to  foster  swindling,  as  it  certainly 
had  been  the  cause  of  smuggling  in  England. 
This  was,  like  the  absentee-tax,  a  miserable 
and  contemptible  duty,  and  was  in  direct  anta- 
gonism to  our  English  instincts  of  freedom. 
He  would  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said,  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
on  the  question  of  shoddy  goods,  that  the  evi- 
dence before  the  Tariff  Commission  was  to  the 
effect  that  shoddy  goods  were  coming  in  to 
compete  against  the  local  manufacturers.  The 
manager  of  the  Kaiapoi  Company — the  very 
company  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man— stated  that  shoddy  goods  were  competing 
with  the  low-priced  goods  in  the  colony.  It 
was  the  same  in  Auckland  and  Dunedin,  as 
Mr.  It.  Thompson 


was  borne  out  by  the  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Morrison's  company  in  Dunedin. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  it  had  been  stated 
that  this  duty  was  demanded  by  the  unions, 
but  so  far  as  he  could  learn  no  trades-union 
had  ever  suggested  such  a  thing.  With  regard 
to  the  remarks  made  about  colonial  tailors,  the 
reason  why  a  great  many  of  the  imported 
clothes  were  superior  to  the  average  colonial- 
made  article  was  that  those  who  bought  clothes 
in  the  colony  would  not  pay  the  same  price  for 
them  as  they  would  pay  to  the  tailors  in  Eng- 
land. If  they  did  that  they  could  get  their 
olothes  made  at  any  of  the  respectable  tailors' 
establishments  in  Wellington,  for  instance,  just 
as  well  as  they  could  be  made  in  London.  For 
his  part,  he  did  not  care  whether  the  duty  was 
oarried  or  not,  as  it  could  do  very  little  good 
and  very  little  harm. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said  this  duty  had  been 
recommended  by  some  of  the  smartest  busi- 
ness-men in  New  Zealand,  as  it  would  prevent 
the  Home-made  articles  from  coming  into  the 
colony.  Mr.  Stead,  giving  evidence  before  the 
Tariff  Commission  in  Christchurch,  said  he 
thought  that  50  per  cent,  would  meet  the  case, 
but  if  it  did  not  he  would  be  in  favour  of 
making  it  100  per  cent.  He  (Mr.  McLachlan) 
was  a  Prohibitionist  in  this  case. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  did  not  think  it  was  wise 
to  put  on  this  extra  duty,  because  it  would  only 
lead  to  evasions. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  did  not  think  many  people 
imported  their  clothing,  and  he  himself  be- 
lieved they  could  get  as  good  value  in  the 
colony  for  their  money  as  in  England ;  but  he 
objected  to  the  proposal  as  being  far-reaching 
in  its  effects—as  part  of  the  prevailing  system 
of  annoying  and  persecuting  people  who  had 
money  to  spend.  He  denied  that  it  was  sound 
policy  to  specially  tax  luxuries.  Each  one 
should  bear  his  fair  proportion  of  the  cost  of 
government;  but  people  who  could  afford 
luxuries  should  be  allowed  to  enjoy  them,  and 
benefit  the  community  by  their  residence  here, 
without  being  marked  out  for  punitive  taxation 
and  driven  out  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  WARD  hoped  that  they  would,  without 
further  loss  of  time,  take  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion. If  they  considered  40  per  cent,  too  high 
a  duty,  then  by  all  means  let  the  House  re- 
duce it. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  suggested  that  the  duty 
should  be  30  per  cent.  Less  than  that  it  could 
not  well  be,  since  20  per  cent,  was  charged  on 
imported  tweed. 

Mr.  BELL  said  very  few  people  sent  out 
goods  with  false  invoices,  particularly  in  this 
class,  and  such  invoices  were  certainly  not  sent 
by  the  better  class  of  English  tradesmen. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  looked  upon  this  duty  as 
brought  forward  to  encourage  trade  in  this 
country,  and  trusted  the  Committee  would 
stick  to  the  40  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILLIS  regretted  to  say  that  when  he 
was  in  London  he  heard  a  statement  made  on 
good  authority  that  it  was  a  common  thing  for 
false  invoices  to  be  supplied. 
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Mr.  WARD  said  these  duplicate  invoices 
were  quite  a  common  thing  in  various  branches 
of  trade,  and  were  not  confined  to  one  olass. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
41  That  '£40  per  cent.'  stand  part  of  the 
schedule." 

Ayes,  41. 


Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Pirani 

Buick 

Lang 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Carnell 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

McKenzie,  R. 

Stevens 

Duncan 

McLaclilan 

Steward 

Earnshaw 

McNab 

Tanner 

Flatman 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Millar 

Ward 

Hall 

Mills 

Willis. 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Parata 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Pinkerton 
Noes,  18. 

Morrison. 

Allen 

Heke 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buchanan 

Larnach 

Thompson,  R. 

■Crowther 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Wilson. 

Duthie 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Eraser 

McGuire 

Bell 

Green 

Mitchelson 

O'Regan. 

Harris 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Joyce 

Button 

La  wry 

McGuire 

Mackintosh                 Stout 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  23. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Forfar,  dowlas,  and  flax  sheeting,  not  other- 
wise enumerated:  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  T.MACKENZIE  said  this  line  opened 
up  a  very  large  question.  He  thought,  in  order 
to  simplify  the  tariff,  they  ought  to  have  very 
few  rates  on  each  class  of  goods.  In  the  class 
of  soft  goods  they  had  just  reached  there  were 
no  less  than  five  different  classifications,  which 
would  lead  to  no  end  of  trouble  in  determining 
the  different  varieties,  and  he  thought  that  was 
not  as  it  ought  to  be.  It  was  quite  impossible 
to  tell  where  one  class  ended  and  another 
began.  He  held  that  a  number  of  these  articles 
ought  to  be  free,  and  that  the  difference  in  the 
revenue  they  lost  through  their  being  free  ought 
to  be  made  up  by  an  increased  duty  on  other 
articles.  For  instance,  the  first  line — Forfar, 
dowlas,  and  flax  sheeting,  et  cetera :  and  that 
category  ought  to  include  brown  Hollands — 
which  ought  to  be  free ;  and  the  class  imme- 
diately following  might  be  increased  to  about 
30  per  cent.— namely,  hats,  caps,  millinery, 
feathers,  laces,  ribbons.  All  these  goods  could 
very  well  stand  that  rate  of  duty,  and,  if  that 
rate  of  duty  were  put  on,  the  buyer  would  prac- 
tically pay  no  more  for  them,  because  he  was 
informed  most  of  these  articles  he  referred  to 
were  really  subject  to  a  profit  between  the 
wholesale  dealers  and  retailers  of  from  100  to 
150  per  cent.,  so  that  a  matter  of  putting  on 


5  per  cent,  was  really  infinitesimal,  so  far  as 
the  final  purchaser  was  concerned.  He  sug- 
gested, if  it  were  possible  now  to  adopt  it,  they 
should  not  have  really  more  than  three  rates 
in  the  soft  goods — that  was,  a  free  rate,  a  rate 
of  20  per  cent.,  and  another  of  80  per  cent. 
That  would  simplify  matters  very  much,  and 
would  also,  he  thought,  bring  in  the  revenue  re- 
quired. With  that  object  in  view,  he  moved, 
That  "  Forfar,  dowlas,  and  flax-sheeting "  be 
struck  out,  and  added  to  the  free-list.  There 
was  not  much  in  them,  and,  as  the  difference 
was  as  between  cloth  in  the  piece  and  cloth 
out  up  for  bags,  he  thought  they  might  remove 
the  anomaly,  and  the  revenue  would  not  suffer 
much. 

Major  STEWARD  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  jumped  his  claim,  as  it  had  been  his 
intention  to  propose  the  very  same  amend- 
ment. As  Chairman  of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
which  had  reoommended  a  certain  thing,  he 
would  support  the  course  proposed  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  It  was  well  known  that 
was  the  view  of  the  Commission.  He  happened 
to  know  something  about  this  question  of  forfar 
and  dowlas,  and  so  coo,  he  believed,  did  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha.  The  provi- 
sion was  to  the  effect  that  if  these  forfar*  and 
dowlas  were  cut  into  certain  lengths,  suitable 
for  bags,  they  should  be  free  of  duty.  There 
was  only  about  £1,000  of  revenue  involved  in 
the  whole  business.  He  thought  the  words 
ought  to  be  added,  "  all  unbleached  hoi  lands/' 
Unbleached  hollands  were  used  for  children's 
pinafores  all  over  the  colony.  And  he  thought 
there  ought  to  be  a  clear  line  of  demarcation 
in  this  matter — that  the  whole  of  these  items 
ought  to  be  free,  without  the  stipulation  that 
they  should  be  cut  into  lengths,  as  proposed. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  had  had  this  motion 
on  the  Order  Paper  since  the  27th  of  August, 
but  was  willing  to  give  way  to  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  31. 

Buddo 

McGowan 

Reeves 

Cadman 

McKenzie,  J. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Carnell 

McKenzie,  R. 

Seddon 

Carroll 

Meredith 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther 

Millar 

Stevens 

Duncan 

Mills 

Tanner 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  T. 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Ward. 

Hutchison,  W 

Newman 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 

Collins 

Lawry 

Pirani 

NOB8,  27. 

Pinkerton. 

Allen 

Hall-Jones 

McNab 

Buchanan 

Heke 

O'Regan 

Buick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Button 

Lang 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duthie 

Larnach 

Thompson,  R. 

Earnshaw 

Maslin 

Wilson. 

Flatman 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

McGuire 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Graham 

McLachlan 

Steward. 

Hall 
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Paebs. 
For.  Against. 

Joyce  Mitchelson 

Mackintosh  Stoat 

Pere.  Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  4. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

"  Hats  of  all  kinds,  inoluding  straw  hats ;  also 
caps  :  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  MASLIN  moved  to  strike  out  "straw 
hats,"  with  a  view  to  placing  them  on  the  free- 
list,  and  as  an  indication  to  the  Government 
that  the  duty  on  "  Millinery  of  all  kinds,  in- 
cluding trimmed  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets," 
should  be  increased  to  30  per  cent.  Straw  hats 
could  not  be  made  in  the  colony,  and  should 
therefore  come  in  free ;  while  millinery  of  all 
kinds  could  be  made  here,  and  therefore  might 
very  well  bear  a  higher  duty  than  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  agreed  that  straw  hats 
Bhould  be  exempted  from  duty,  but  those  who 
wished  to  do  their  own  millinery  should  have 
their  hats  in  free. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  if  there  were 
any  article  in  the  tariff  that  would  bear  taxa- 
tion it  was  straw  hats,  as  the  profits  were  very 
heavy  on  that  claRs  of  goods. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSEL  pointed  out  that  it  was 
no  uncommon  thing  for  a  large  number  of 
straw  hats  to  be  left  over  from  one  season  to 
another,  when  they  were  sold  at  an  extremely 
low  price. 

Amendment  negatived. 

"Millinery  of  all  kinds,  inoluding  trimmed 
hats,  caps,  and  bonnets :  £25  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem"— Agreed  to. 

"Feathers,  ornamental  (including  ostrich), 
and  artificial  flowers :  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem" 
— Agreed  to. 

"  Lace,  and  laces  not  otherwise  enumerated : 
£25  per  cent,  ad  valorem." — Agreed  to. 

44  Ribbons  and  crape,  all  kinds  :  £25  per  cent. 
ad  valorem" — Agreed  to. 

"  Cotton  piece-goods,  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated :  £10  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Major  STEWARD  moved  to  strike  out  the 
item,  as  the  goods  could  not  be  made  in  the 
colony. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
44  That  the  item  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


Ayes,  80. 

Buddo 

Lang 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Maalin 

Russell,  G.  W 

Oarnell 

McKenzie,  R. 

Seddon 

Carroll 

Mills 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

Montgomery 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duncan 

Morrison 

Tanner 

Hall 

Newman 

Ward. 

Harris 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Pinkerton 

Stevens 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Pirani 

Millar. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Noes,  26. 

Allen 

Button 

Flatman 

Bell 

Crowther 

Fraser 

Buchanan 

Duthie 

Graham 

Buick 

Earnshaw 

Hall-Jones 

Kelly,  W. 
Larnach 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 


McLachlan 

MoNab 

Meredith 

Russell,  W.  R.   MoGowan 

Steward  O'Regan. 


Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Tellers. 


For. 
Joyce 

Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 
Pere. 


PAIB8. 


Against. 
Mitchelson 
Stout 
MoGuire 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  4. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  retained. 

44  Cotton  piece-goods— namely,  tapestry ;  ere- 
tonnes;  chintz  art  crepe,  and  serges ;  velveteens,, 
velvets,  and  plushes,  all  kinds ;  damasks;  mo- 
quette ;  sateens ;  linenettes ;  crepons  ;  crimps ; 
zephyrs ;  ginghams  ;  turkey  twills  ;  prints ; 
printed  cottons ;  piques ;  vestings ;  quiltings  and 
marcellas ;  muslins  of  all  kinds ;  nets ;  window- 
nets  ;  hollands ;  curtains  and  blinds ;  diapers ; 
ticks,  including  coloured  Belgian ;  towellings  i 
£20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  " 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved  to  insert  after 
44  goods,"  *4  turkey  twills,  printed  cotton  dress 
fabrics  under  4d.  per  yard,  and  cotton  piece- 
goods."  That  would  remove  these  articles 
from  the  20-per-cent.  duty  to  the  10-per-oent. 
duty. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  this  proposal' 
would  lead  to  complications.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  prints  and  turkey  twills  ought 
to  be  free. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  thought  that  hollands,. 
curtains,  and  blinds  ought  to  be  put  in  the 
10  per-cent.  list.  He  understood  they  were 
formerly  free. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  gone  as  far  as  he 
possibly  could  go  in  regatd  to  the  class  of  goods 
to  whioh  the  honourable  member  referred.  If 
he  were  to  give  effect  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's suggestion  it  would  mean  a  loss  to  the 
revenue  of  £3,000  or  £4,000.  They  had  already 
taken  off  a  considerable  amount  of  revenue,  so 
much  that  he  was  bound  to  say  to  the  House 
that,  whatever  margin  there  might  have  been. 
before,  he  thought  that  had  gone.  He  did  not 
think,  under  these  circumstances,  he  would  be 
justified  in  making  this  concession. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  suggested  that  to  make 
up  the  loss  a  larger  duty  might  be  put  on  im- 
ported furniture,  and  on  some  other  things 
which  could  easily  stand  more  duty  than  these 
articles. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Graham 

Meredith 

Bell 

Green 

Montgomery 

Buchanan 

Hall- Jones 

O'Regan 

Buddo 

Hutchison,  W. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Buick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Button 

Lang 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Tanner 

Collins 

Thompson,  R. 

Crowther 

Maslin 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

Massey 

Flatman 

Earnshaw 

MoLaohlan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Fraser 
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Noes,  25. 

Gadman 

MoKenzie, 

R.    Smith,  E.  M. 

Garnell 

McNab 

Stevens 

Carroll 

Millar 

Steward 

Duncan 

Morrison 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

Newman 

Ward. 

Harris 

Parata 

Larnaoh 

Pinkerton 

Tellers. 

Lawry 

Beeves 

Hogg 
Mills. 

McQowan 

Seddon 

Pauls 

For 

Against. 

McGuire 

McKenzie,  J. 

Mitchelson 

Joyce 

Stout 

Mackintosh 

TeAo 

Pere 

Wilson. 

Pirani. 

Majority  for,  5. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  ginghams, 
sateens,  zephyrs,  and  all  prints  be  included  at 
10  per  cent. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  must  ask  honourable 
members  to  vote  against  this  proposal.  By  the 
division  just  taken  they  had  lost  £3,000  or 
£4,000,  and  now  the  honourable  gentleman's 
proposal  would  mean  a  further  loss  to  the 
revenue  of  about  £2,000.  Honourable  mem- 
bers must  see  that  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  aooept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TANNER  believed  the  carrying  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith) 
would  be  perpetuating  one  of  the  most  vicious 
principles  that  existed  under  the  late  tariff, 
and  it  would  lead  to  all  sorts  of  misrepresenta- 
tions and  falsification  of  invoices.  He  thought 
all  prints  should  be  free,  and  the  Government 
should  either  revoke  what  they  had  done  or 
else  put  all  prints  on  the  free-list. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 


Buchanan 

Button 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 


Buddo 

Buick 

Cad  man 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 


Hutchison,  W, 


Ayes,  16. 

Green 

Heke 

Larnach 

Massey 

O'Regan 

Russell,  W.  R. 

NOBJ8,  40. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 

Lawry 

Maslin 

McGowan 

McKenzie,  R. 

McLachlan 

McNab 

Meredith 

Millar 

Mills 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

VOL.  XC.-K. 


Steward 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Montgomery 
Morrison. 


Majority  against,  24. 

Mr.  T.  Mackenzie's  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  "  prints 
and  printed  cottons  "  be  struck  out,  and  added 
to  the  free-list.  There  was  no  article  so  much 
in  use  amongst  the  working-people  as  prints, 
and  for  years  they  had  been  free,  before  the 
tariff  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  Now  the  duty  was 
proposed  to  be  doubled,  making  the  duty  20  per 
cent. 

Mr.  WARD  said  if  this  were  carried  it  would 
mean  a  loss  to  the  revenue  to  the  extent  of 
over  £2,000  a  year,  and  he  could  not  accept  the 
amendment. 

Tbe  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 


Buddo 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 

Allen 

Bell 

Buick 

Button 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Graham 

Green 


Ayes,  82. 
Lawry 
McGowan 
MoKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
Parata 

Noes,  24. 
Hall- Jon  eB 
Heke 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
Newman 
O'Regan 


Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Russell,  G.  W. 
Russell,  W.  R, 
Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Fraser. 


For. 
Joyce 

Mackintosh 
MoKenzie,  J. 
Pere 
Pirani. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Mitchelson 
Stout 
McGuire 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Majority  for,  8. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  add,  after  the  word 
"  towellings,"  the  word  "  laces." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  And  all  flannelettes  shall  be 
admitted  duty-free,  and  added  to  Schedule  B, 
Class  6,  except  white  and  self-coloured  flan- 
nelettes, being  imitation  of  colonial  flannels,. 
Welsh,  Lancashire,  and  Saxon,  all  of  whioh 
shall  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  10  per  cent." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


450  Customs  and  Excise  [HOUSE.] 


Duties  Bill. 


[Sept.  30 


Mr.  WARD  could  not  accept  the  amend- 
ment, as  it  would  mean  a  loss  to  the  revenue 
of  from  £1,500  to  £2,500,  which  the  revenue 
could  not  afford. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  13. 

Bell  Fraser  Smith,  G.  J. 

Buchanan  Green 

Button  Heke  Tellers. 

Duthie  Massey  Allen 

Earnshaw  Russell,  W.  R.  Mackenzie,  T. 


Buddo 

Cadman 

Oarnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham    ' 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Hutchison,  W. 


Noes,  41. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lang 
Lawry 
Mas)  in 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Newman 
Parata 


W. 


M. 


Reeves 

Russell,  G 

Seddon 

Smith,  E 

Stevens 

Steward 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Morrison 
Pinkerton. 


Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Fraser  Mackintosh 

Mitchelson.  Joyce. 

Majority  against,  28. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved  to  report  progress. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Buddo 

Button 

Cadman 

Cam  ell 

Crowther 

Duthie 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 


Buick 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Hall 

Hogg 


Ayes,  38. 
Heke 

Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Maslin 
Massey 
McKenzie,  R. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Newman 

Noes,  20. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McGowan 
McLachlan 
Millar 
Mitchelson 
Morrison 


O'Regan 

Parata 

Reeves 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Thompson,  R. 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Earnshaw 
Graham. 


Pinkerton 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Tanner 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Thompson,  T. 


For. 
Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 
Pere 
Pirani. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Stout 
McGuire 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Majority  for,  18. 
Motion  agreed  to. 


Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  theCommittee ad- 
journ until  half-past  seven  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  Committee  adjourn  until  half- 
past  seven  p.m.  on  Monday. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  Committee  adjourn  until  half-past 
seven  o'clock  p.m.  on  Saturday." 


Bell 

Buddo 

Buick 

Button 

Cadman 

Carnell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Graham 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Green 

Hall 

Hogg 

Lawry 


Ayes,  82. 
Hall-Jones 
Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Maslin 

McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 
Newman 

Noes,  21. 
Mackenzie, ' 


O'Regan 
Pinkerton 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  R. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Harris 
Mills. 


Millar 
Mitchelson 
Morrison 
Parata 
Russell,  W. 


R. 


Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Flatman 
Russell,  G.  W. 


For. 
Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 
Pere 
Pirani. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Stout 
McGuire 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Majority  for,  11. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  House  do  adjourn  until  half-past  seven 
p.m.  on  Saturday." 


Bell 

Buchanan 

Buddo 

Buick 

Button 

Cadman 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Graham 


Ayes,  88. 
Green 
Hall-Jones 
Harris 

Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massey 
McGowan 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 


Montgomery 

O'Regan 

Pinkerton 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Maslin 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Noes,  18. 
Earnshaw  Newman  Willis. 

Flatman  Parata 

Hall  Russell,  G.  W.  Tellers. 

Lawry  Steward  Hogg 

Millar  Thompson,  T.    Morrison. 

Majority  for,  25. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House   adjourned    at  twenty   minute* 
to  three  o'clock  a.m. 
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HOUSE    OF    BEPBESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  2Ut  September,  1895. 


CuBtoms  and  Excise  Duties  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- past 
■seven  o'clock  p.m. 

Prayers. 
•CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

44  Boots,  shoes,  and  slippers  not  otherwise  enu- 
merated; goloshes,  clogs  and  pattens,  vamps, 
uppers,  and  laces :  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  MASSEY  moved,  That  the  duty  be  re- 
duced to  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  class 
which  was  supposed  to  benefit  by  this  increase 
protested  strongly  against  any  increase  of 
the  duty.  This  was  a  copy  of  a  telegram  sent 
to  the  Premier  by  seventy  people  interested 
in  the  boot  trade  in  Auckland :  "  We,  the 
undersigned  boot  and  shoe  importers  and  manu- 
facturers, wish  to  respectfully  point  out  the 
injustice  of  outrageously  increasing  the  duty, 
especially  as  our  orders  have  been  placed  on 
the  basis  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  Financial 
Statement."  This  duty  would  increase  the 
cost  of  living  to  every  individual  in  the  com- 
munity, and  he  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  therefore  acoept  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WARD  could  not  accept  the  amendment. 
He  knew  there  was  considerable  diversity  of 
opinion  about  the  duties  on  boots  and  shoes, 
and,  as  there  was  likely  to  be  a  prolonged  dis- 
cussion, he  would  move,  That  the  item  be  post- 
poned, in  order  that  they  might  get  on  with 
other  portions  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  they  were  met  expressly 
•for  the  purpose  of  discussing  boots  and  shoes, 
that  being  the  point  at  which  they  left  off  work 
•at  the  previous  sitting  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  his  suggestion  was  a  fair 
-one,  and  would  enable  them  to  get  on  with 
other  items  that  were  less  debatable.  This 
item  would  form  the  subject  of  very  consider- 
able discussion. 

.  Captain  RUSSELL  had  not  the  slightest 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  not  yet  made  up  his  mind  as  to  what  he 
wanted  to  do  on  the  subject.  It  was  very  wrong 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  should  be  com- 
pelled to  defend  the  increase  of  duty  on  boots 
and  shoes  before  he  understood  the  question. 
They  would  probably  have  yet  another  tariff 
brought  down.  If  they  only  gave  the  honour- 
-able  gentleman  a  chance  to  postpone  the  item 
of  boots  and  shoes  until  Monday  evening  they 
would  then  have  a  readjusted  tariff  in  con- 
nection with  boots  and  shoes.  They  were  all 
anxious  to  have  these  goods  as  cheap  as  pos- 
sible. That  was  a  good  reason,  therefore,  why 
boots  should  be  adjourned  till  Monday  night. 
He  had  no  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman's 
intention  was  to  again  alter  the  tariff  if  they 
would  give  him  a  chance. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  a  division 
should  be  taken  on  the  amendment  to  reduce 
the  duty.    When  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  carried 


his  motion  the  other  night  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  boots  to  25  per  cent., — which  meant  a  re- 
duction from  80  per  cent,  in  some  cases,  and 
from  50  per  cent,  in  others, — the  Treasurer  told 
them  they  had  actually  increased  the  revenue 
by  doing  so.  On  the  same  basis  a  reduction 
from  25  per  cent,  to  20  per  cent,  would  still 
further  increase  the  revenue. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  hoped  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  be  reasonable  and  accept  the 
amendment.  Twenty-five  per  cent,  would  be 
absolutely  prohibitive,  and  he  considered  that  a 
20-per-cent.  duty  would  produce  more  revenue. 
He  would  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  QRAHAM  could  not  understand  the 
position  taken  up  by  the  Government.  They 
had  met  that  night  in  order  to  consider  this 
item,  knowing^  it  was  likely  to  be  discussed  at 
some  length.  Members  had  remained  in  town 
because  they  expected  it  would  be  gone  on 
with.  That  being  so,  he  thought  it  only  fair 
that  the  Committee  should  proceed  with  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer should  give  some  reason  why  he  again 
wanted  to  alter  the  course  of  business.  Did  he 
want  to  increase  the  duties,  or  was  he  afraid 
there  would  be  another  alteration  of  the  tariff  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said,  if  he  had  proposed  in  the 
first  instance  that  boots  should  be  gone  on 
with  immediately,  he  had  no  doubt  honourable 
members  on  that  side  would  have  suggested 
that  the  item  should  be  postponed.  In  reply 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha,  he  would 
merely  say  he  had  never  stated  that  a  reduc- 
tion in  boots  from  80  per  cent,  to  25  per  cent, 
would  yield  more  revenue.  He  had  said  nothing 
of  the  sort  on  a  previous  occasion.  He  had, 
however,  stated  that  the  effect  of  the  proposal 
carried  by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
would  be  to  give  them  more  revenue. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  trusted  that,  now  they  had 
got  back  to  the  House  fresh  in  condition,  they 
were  going  to  do  some  work.  There  was  a 
strong  feeling  amongst  those  best  able  to  judge 
that  greater  revenue  would  accrue  to  the  Trea- 
sury from  a  20-per-cent.  duty  than  from  a  25- 
per-cent.  one. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  hoped  the  motion  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  be  negatived.  If 
he  was  not  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  work 
it  would  be  better  to  report  progress  and  go 
home. 

Mr.  MASLIN  asked  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  give  some  valid  reason  why  the  item 
should  be  postponed. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  considered  there  was  a 
very  good  reason  why  the  item  should  be  post- 
poned. There  was  a  very  large  number  of 
members  away,  and  a  debatable  matter  like 
the  question  of  the  duty  on  boots  ought  to  be 
discussed  in  a  full  House. 

Mr.  ALLEN  understood  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Pinkerton)  voted 
with  the  Government  to  sit  this  evening.  His 
argument  would  have  better  applied  had  it  been 
used  at  the  morning  sitting.  He  would  suggest 
that  the  work  should  be  gone  on  with.  The 
items  that  were  opposed  were  the  very  ones  that 
should  be  gone  on  with. 
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Mr.  WARD  asked  what  was  the  use  of  mem- 
bers commencing  a  discussion  upon  the  subject 
of  boots  in  the  absence  of  a  number  of  mem- 
bers who  were  not  there,  although,  no  doubt, 
he  would  be  told  they  ought  to  have  been  there. 
If  the  item  were  discussed  and  passed  it  would 
probably  mean  that  they  would  have  to  re- 
commit the  clause,  and  therefore  he  suggested 
they  should  postpone  Glass  VII.  and  proceed 
with  Class  VIII. 

Mr.  COLLINS  suggested  that  the  Chairman 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  should  give  the  Com- 
mittee the  opinion  of  the  Commission  upon 
this  matter. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  thought  the  best  course 
was  for  the  House  to  adjourn  if  it  was  not 
intended  to  go  on  with  the  business  they  were 
there  to  transact. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  this  was  the  Becond 
time  the  Government  had  stonewalled  their 
own  Tariff  Bill.  A  good  many  honourable 
members  had  gone  away  because  they  did  not 
wish  to  vote  on  this  matter.  Their  absence, 
however,  should  not  affect  the  proceedings, 
and  the  House  should  go  on  with  the  business. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  invite  the  Treasurer 
to  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  item,  as  evidently  he  had  not  done 
so ;  otherwise  his  conduct  must  be  considered 
on  a  par  with  what  he  had  been  accused  of  in 
the  case  of  the  manufacture  of  matches. 

Mr.  MASSEY  considered  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer had  retired  from  the  position  he  had 
taken  up  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Honourable  members  had  come  there  to  go  on 
with  the  business  of  the  country,  and  they 
found  the  Treasurer  placing  obstacles  in  the 
way,  and  suggesting  the  postponement  of  the 
very  first  item.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
insist  on  going  on  with  its  business,  and,  if  it 
was  not  willing  to  do  so,  then  progress  should 
be  reported. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  very  good 
reasons  why  the  class  dealing  with  boots 
should  be  postponed.  It  was,  however,  quite 
clear  to  him  that  a  number  of  honourable 
members,  owing  to  the  decision  of  the  majority 
to  sit  that  evening,  were  determined  to  retali- 
ate because  they  were  there.  That  was  not 
legislating.  Further  than  that,  there  were 
some  members  absent  who  ought  to  be  present 
while  the  item  was  being  discussed.  The 
course  taken  by  certain  honourable  gentlemen 
in  opposing  the  postponement  of  the  item  was 
not  one  he  could  defend,  as  a  matter  of  impos- 
ing burdens  on  the  people  or  otherwise  was  one 
which  should  be  approached  in  a  very  different 
spirit.  The  House  appeared  to  him  not  to  be 
in  the  spirit  he  would  like  to  see  it  approach 
so  important  a  subject.  He  could  see  nothing 
but  mischief  looming  near,  and  it  was  very  evi- 
dent that  honourable  members  were  not  this 
evening  in  the  humour  for  work.  It  was  a  very 
reasonable  thing,  seeing  that  the  House  was  a 
thin  one,  to  postpone  consideration  of  an  item 
that  was  likely  to  be  considerably  debated.  As 
to  the  responsibility  for  the  House  meeting  that 
night,  he  acoepted  the  suggestion  that  was 
made  on  the  previous  night  not  to  sit  late,  but 


to  adjourn  and  meet  again  next  evening,  k. 
great  many  honourable  members  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  House  voted  with  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  House  to  meet  that  evening*. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  in  accordance  with 
the  ordinary  warfare  of  party  that  advantage- 
should  be  taken  of  the  position  that  evening.' 
The  honourable  member  for  Clutha  the  other 
evening  proposed  that  the  duty  upon  boots 
should  be  made  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and 
that  motion  was  carried  by  those  who  were 
now  going  to  vote  to  make  it  20  per  cent. 
Under  the  circumstances  he  thought  the  proper 
oourso  for  the  Committee  to  take  was  to  report 
progress,  and  he  therefore  moved  accordingly. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  was  surprised  at  the  Premier 
wanting  to  report  progress  on  the  ground  that 
honourable  members  were  not  fitted  to  go  on 
with  the  work.  He  and  other  members  had 
come  there  that  evening  to  go  on  with  the- 
work,  but,  immediately  upon  the  honourable 
member  opposite  proposing  that  the  duty  on 
boots  be  reduced  by  5  per  cent.,  the  Treasurer 
at  once  got  up  and  proposed  the  postponement 
of  the  item.  He  regretted  the  necessity  of 
opposing  the  Government  upon  their  proposals 
in  the  tariff,  but  there  were  a  number  of  items 
of  large  and  every -day  consumption  by  the 
masses  of  the  people  upon  which  the  duties 
ought  not  to  be  inoreased,  one  of  which  was 
the  duty  on  boots  and  shoes.  They  had  taken 
the  duty  off  island  fruit,  and  had  reduced  the 
duty  upon  linseed-oil.  He  wanted  to  see  the 
duty  reduced  on  boots;  and  they  might  deal 
with  this  question  now  that  they  had  come 
there  quite  fresh  and  for  the  express  purpose. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  did  not  want  the  duty 
taken  off  boots.  He  might  point  out  that  the 
Government  had  had  three  or  four  resolutions 
with  regard  to  boots ;  and,  because  the  motion 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
was  carried  imposing  a  25-per-cent.  ad  valorem 
duty,  the  Government  were  apparently  afraid 
to  face  the  House  and  take  its  verdict  that 
night  upon  the  question  of  the  duty  on  boots. 
It  was  pitiable  in  the  extreme  that  the  leader 
of  the  House  on  a  financial  proposal  should  be 
afraid  of  the  verdict  of  the  House,  and  there- 
fore should  move  to  report  progress  till  he  oould 
do  as  he  did  the  other  night,  when  he  went 
round  the  House  and  begged  and  pleaded  with 
members  to  support  the  Government.  The 
honourable  gentleman  apparently  intended  to 
do  that  again,  instead  of  standing  up  and  boldly 
facing  the  verdict  of  the  House.  He  (Mr.  Earn- 
shaw)  was  strongly  in  favour  of  there  being  a 
substantial  tariff  upon  boots ;  and  if  it  should 
occur  that  the  Government  were  driven  into  a 
corner  upon  this  question  he  would  oome  to 
their  assistance. 

Major  STEWARD  would  support  the  Premier 
in  his  motion  to  report  progress,  and  he  would 
do  so  for  a  totally  different  reason  from  any  that 
had  yet  been  advanced.  A  reference  to  May 
would  show  that  the  recognised  rule  was  that 
items  in  Supply  must  either  be  passed,  with- 
drawn, or  reduced,  and  could  not  be  postponed. 
Although  the  House  was  not  in  Supply  they 
were  in  Committee  on  a  Bill  the  schedule  of 
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<which  bad  been  introduced  in  Ways  and  Means, 
and  he  would  have  liked  to  ask,  therefore, 
-whether  a  portion  of  this  schedule  could  be 
postponed.  He  admitted  that  the  point  was 
a  narrow  one,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  at 
least  admitted  that  the  position  was  doubtful. 
Moreover,  apart  from  that  question,  he  was  not 
At  all  satisfied  that  honourable  members  were 
in  a  proper  condition  to  go  on  with  the  busi- 
ness, and  he  thought,  therefore,  that  the  best 
■course  would  be  to  report  progress. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  he  voted  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  on  the  previous  night. 
If,  however,  they  had  gone  on  with  the  Bill, 
the  measure  would  probably  now  have  been 
passed.  He  believed  that  if  every  member 
were  in  his  place  they  would  reduce  this  item 
to  20  per  cent. ;  and  he  thought  they  should  not 
report  progress. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
•did  not  recollect  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  that  morning 
-suggested  a  stonewall  in  order  to  prevent  busi- 
ness going  on,  and  therefore  it  was  decided  to 
adjourn.  So  far  as  he  (Mr.  Ward)  was  con- 
cerned, he  suggested  that  they  should  finish  the 
Bill,  but,  in  view  of  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  suggested,  it  was  then 
•evident  there  was  no  use  in  going  any  further 
that  morning.  The  House,  upon  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Clutha,  had  already 
•declared  for  a  25 -per -cent,  duty  upon  boots, 
and  he  did  not  want  to  see  a  number  of 
•  honourable  members  placed  in  the  unpleasant 
position  of  having  to  reverse  their  former  vote. 
It  was  clear  that  the  House  was  not  disposed 
to  do  business  that  evening,  and  therefore  it 
was  desirable  that  progress  should  be  reported. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  when  it  was 
proposed  by  the  Premier  to  meet  at  half-past 
■seven  on  Saturday  night  an  amendment  was 
proposed  by  himself  (Mr.  G.  W  Russell)  to 
meet  at  half-past  seven  on  Monday  evening. 
The  Government  majority  was  employed  to 
•carry  Saturday  night,  and  the  twenty-one  who 
voted  for  Monday  evening  were  accordingly 
•defeated.  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie)  did  undoubtedly  promise 
the  House  a  picnic  when  leather  got  on  the 
floor  of  the  House.  It  was  now  clear  that  the 
House  did  not  intend  to  do  any  business,  and 
he  would  make  the  suggestion  that  they  should 
report  progress,  and  adjourn  until  ten  o'clock 
on  Monday  morning. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  Government  had 
brought  them  there  that  evening  for  urgent 
.i>usine»s.  and  now  they  wanted  to  report  pro- 
gress on  the  plea  that  certain  members  were 
absent.  The  fact  was,  there  were  more  mem- 
bers now  present  than  was  the  case  at  two 
o'olock  in  the  morning.  For  his  part,  he  was 
•quite  prepared  to  go  on. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  felt  humiliated  at  this 
spectacle.  If  the  Government  were  to  be  de- 
feated let  them  take  their  defeat  like  men. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  considered  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  been  stonewalling.  At  three 
-o'clock  that  morning  it  had  been  decided  to 
«eport  progress  for  the  special  purpose  of  deal- 


ing with  this  item  of  boots  at  half-past  seven, 
o'clock  that  evening.  The  Government  now 
refused  to  go  on  with  the  work,  but  he  (Mr. 
Thompson)  was  quite  prepared  to  keep  them 
there  till  twelve  o'clock  or  until  the  Govern- 
ment were  prepared  to  go  on. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer had  told  the  House  that  the  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  on  boots  had  been  affirmed,  and 
he  supposed  the  Treasurer  would  admit  that 
the  extra  duty  of  a  halfpenny  on  fruit  had  also 
been  affirmed;  but  he  would  ask  where  that 
halfpenny  was  now.  He  asked  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  look  at  the  boot  question  from 
the  same  point  of  view. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  they  had  been 
called  there  that  night  on  the  express  insist- 
ence of  the  Premier,  and  it  was  a  very  great 
misfortune  that  the  business  of  the  country 
should  be  treated  as  a  farce.  They  had  been 
quite  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  business,  but 
were  not  allowed  by  the  Government  to  do  so. 
The  Premier  had  absolutely  lost  control  of  the 
House  for  some  weeks  past,  and  they  had  a 
remarkable  illustration  that  evening  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  unfitness  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  country,  and  it  was  per- 
fectly horrifying  to  think  that  those  who  were 
elected  by  the  people  should  be  so  treated  by 
the  Premier.  Such  scenes  were  bringing  dis- 
grace on  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON  also  regretted  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  should  be  now  playing 
like  schoolboys ;  but  neither  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  nor  any  one  else  if  he  were  in 
his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  place  would  be  able  to  pre- 
vent it.  When  he  saw  that  members  were 
not  in  the  humour  to  work,  and  that  there 
was  no  chance  of  any  good  work  being  done, 
he  took  the  only  course  open,  and  moved  that 
progress  be  reported.  He  thought,  himself, 
Saturday  sittings  were  a  mistake,  but  he  had 
hoped,  because  some  good  work  had  been  done 
on  a  previous  Saturday,  that  they  would  do  the 
same  that  evening.  They  had  been  threatened 
with  a  stonewall  at  half-past  two  that  morning 
if  they  tried  to  go  on,*  and  the  House  was 
adjourned  at  the  express  wish  of  honourable 
members,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City,  on  the  understand- 
ing that  they  would  go  on  with  the  business 
seriously  that  evening. 

Hon.  Members. — So  we  are. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  had  told  them  at  two  o'clock  that 
morning  that  he  would  not  go  on  any  further. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  am  prepared  to  go 
on  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  also  been 
threatened  with  a  stonewall  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) ; 
and  there  was  no  other  alternative  but  to 
adjourn.  He  thought  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition should  assist  him  by  voting  to  report 
progress,  and  endeavour  to  maintain  the  high 
position  the  Parliament  of  the  colony  held. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  said  that  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  had  lost  control  of  the  House; 
and  he  would  ask   the  honourable  gentleman. 
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to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  seeing  who 
was  to  lead  the  House.  Many  honourable 
members  had  told  him  distinctly  that  they 
would  be  present  that  evening,  but  they  had 
failed  to  put  in  an  appearance,  and,  under 
those  circumstances,  he  took  the  only  course 
open  to  him.  He  would  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  report  progress,  and  not  to  spoil  the 
good  record  they  had  made.  Really  good 
work  had  been  done  during  the  session ;  and 
he  asked  honourable  members  who  with  him 
took  a  delight  in  their  Parliament  being  a 
pattern  Parliament,  to  now  sustain  the  dignity 
of  the  House.  If  they  attempted  to  do  busi- 
ness, he  knew  all  that  would  be  done  would 
be  to  talk  the  business  out  until  midnight, 
and  the  discussion  that  would  go  on  would 
not  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  was  against  sitting  on 
Saturday,  but  had  given  in  at  the  request  of 
the  Premier,  had  attended  at  great  personal 
inconvenience,  and  now  they  found  that  the 
Government  had  made  up  its  mind  not  to  go 
on  with  the  Bill.  The  suggestion  to  pass  by 
the  class  was  merely  a  subterfuge.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  Government  using  any  influ- 
ence or  adopting  any  practice  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  their  measure;  but  he  objected  to 
their  playing  the  game  with  other  men.  He 
felt  that  he  had  been  trifled  with.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  House  had  been  prepared  to  go  on 
with  the  business,  but  they  were  being  played 
with  by  two  of  the  cleverest  tacticians  in  Par- 
liament, the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  Pre- 
mier. They  should  either  vote  for  reporting 
progress  or  go  on  with  the  business ;  but  he 
understood  that  if  they  did  not  report  progress 
— to  which  course  he  was  opposed — they  would 
have  a  stonewall  from  the  Government  side 
upon  the  question  of  boots. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  thought  they  should  re- 
port progress.  They  had  been  getting  on  with 
business  very  well  late  on  the  previous  night, 
when  a  number  of  gentlemen  arrived  in  the 
House  who  had  been  absent,  and  a  stonewall 
was  threatened,  and  no  further  business  could 
be  done.  If  they  would  come  to  a  division  he 
was  willing  not  to  prolong  the  discussion. 

Mr.  WARD  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  what  the  position  really  was. 
Some  honourable  members  believed  it  was 
desirable  that  the  class  which  had  been  called 
on  should  be  postponed,  in  order  that  it  might 
receive  fuller  consideration.  The  action  of 
the  Government  on  several  occasions  in  agree- 
ing to  postpone  clauses  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  members  contrasted  strongly  with  the  treat- 
ment to  which  Ministers  were  subjected  when 
ordinary  courtesy  was  not  extended  to  them 
because  some  honourable  gentlemen  thought 
they  could  gain  a  temporary  advantage.  The 
Government  were  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
business,  and,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things, 
when  they  suggested  the  postponement  of  a 
particular  part  of  the  schedule  of  a  Bill,  that 
should  be  agreed  to.  One  honourable  gentle- 
man had  told  them  that  if  they  stayed  till 
twelve  o'clock  they  would  do  no  business  at  all. 
He  had  in  the  first  instance  asked  a  most  rea- 
Mr.  Seddon 


son  able  and  usual  thing,  one  of  the  commonest, 
things  in  connection  with  any  Bill — namely, 
the  postponement  of  a  particular  part  of  it.  For- 
th e  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  attempt  to  turn 
this  into  political  capital  was  farcical.  During, 
the  whole  course  of  the  proceedings,  particu- 
larly when  honourable  gentlemen  on  his  own 
side  of  the  House  had  been  talking,  he  had 
been  smiling  and  laughing,  and  yet  he  got  up 
and  said  he  was  horrified.  It  was  the  acme  of 
absurdity.  The  Government  were  anxious  to 
go  on  with  the  work,  but  they  proposed  to  go- 
on with  it  in  their  own  way. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  would  like  to  know  if  the- 
Government  had  the  option  of  selecting  what 
portion  of  the  business  they  would  go  on  with;, 
if  so,  he  would  accept  the  position.  But  he 
and  others  had  come  there  to  do  business  ;  the 
House  was  a  very  full  one,  there  being  only 
nine  members  absent ;  and  he  could  not  see 
why  the  business  should  not  be  gone  on  with. 
He  understood  that  the  Government  would  have 
to  submit  to  reduction. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  felt  very  keenly  the  position 
in  which  the  House  was  placed,  which  he  con- 
sidered most  discreditable.  And  whose  fault- 
was  it?  Members  had  been  more  fit  to  go  on 
with  work  that  night  than  he  had  seen  them 
during  a  great  part  of  the  session  ;  but  he  was 
afraid  that  was  scarcely  the  case  now,  he  was 
afraid  the  House  was  not  now  in  a  temper  to 
go  on  with  business,  and  the  blame  rested  with 
the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Mr.  BUDDO  said  the  House  was  in  a  con- 
dition, when  it  met,  to  do  business.  But  it 
appeared  that  members  who  did  not  attend  to> 
their  duty  got  more  consideration  than  those 
who  did.  He  did  not  think  the  result  of  the 
voting  would  he  very  different,  whether  they 
went  on  with  the  business  or  reported  progress, 
that  night.  On  last  Monday  night  the  House 
had  to  adjourn  because  half  a  dozen  members 
wanted  to  go  to  a  picnic ;  and  the  result  of 
that  sort  of  thing  was  that  they  had  to  attend 
in  Wellington  five  months,  whereas  three  ought 
to  do  the  business  of  the  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  honourable  members 
would  admit  now  he  had  done  right  in  moving 
to  report  progress.  He  thought  the  speeches  of 
the  honourable  members  for  Nelson  and  Kaia- 
poi  were  very  inconsistent,  in  face  of  the  fact 
that  a  round -robin  had  been  sent  to  him 
signed  by  a  number  of  members  asking  that 
the  House  should  adjourn  for  the  Christohurch 
Exhibition.  He  would  not  like  to  do  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kaiapoi  an  injustice,  but  he 
fancied  his  name  was  attached  to  that  circular. 
The  Treasurer  had  been  unjustly  attacked  ;  he- 
had  made  a  reasonable  request,  and  one  that 
he  had  never  seen  yet  refused  since  he  had 
had  a  seat  in  the  House.  There  was  only  one 
way  to  get  a  Bill  of  this  sort  through,  and  he- 
thought  the  Treasurer  was  too  generous — more 
so  than  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  was.  He  had  ad- 
journed Class  VI.  at  the  instigation  of  a  small 
minority,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  tram- 
mel the  actions  of  honourable  members.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer,  however,  went  out  of  hie 
way  to  make  a  most  unusual  departure  in  order 
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to  meet  the  minority,  and  in  return  for  that  he 
had  to  put  up  with  this  strong  language  which 
was  used  in  respect  to  him,  and  he  was  accused 
of  stopping  business.  The  wish  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  merely  to  have  a  full  House  when 
dealing  with  a  question  of  putting  burdens 
on  the  people.  When  they  adjourned  that 
morning  every  member  was  either  in  his 
place  or  paired.  This  night,  however,  about 
a  dozen  members  were  away,  and  there  were 
no  pairs  at  all.  Let  them  do  their  duty  as 
sensible  men.  Was  it  not  better,  when  they 
were  either  taking  off  burdens  from  the  people 
or  patting  them  on,  that  they  should  have 
a  full  House?  Whatever  way  it  went,  there 
were  a  large  number  of  members  away,  and 
those  who  were  defeated  would  not  be  satisfied, 
and  they  would  have  the  question  brought 
forward  again.  Therefore  tney  would  save 
time  by  going  on  with  other  items  now  in 
respect  of  which  there  was  not  so  much  diver- 
sity of  opinion.  He  could  see  plainly  members 
were  not  prepared  to  go  on  with  business. 
That  was  why  he  thought  it  better  to  report 
progress,  and  he  still  thought  so.  The  next 
time  a  Saturday -night  Bitting  was  suggested, 
even  though  it  was  the  suggestion  of  an  assured 
majority,  he  would  refuse  it. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked,  Would  the  Premier 
promise,  if  the  House  adjourned  now,  that  they 
would  commence,  at  their  next  sitting,  at  the 
item  where  they  now  left  off  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  object  in  asking 
for  the  adjournment  was  to  get  a  full  House. 
When  they  had  a  full  House  he  would  be 
prepared  to  go  on. 

Mr.  BUDDO  said  the  Premier  had  charged 
him  with  signing  a  round-robin  to  get  the 
Houso  adjourned  in  order  that  he  and  others 
might  go  to  the  Christen urch  Exhibition.  He 
was  strongly  of  opinion  that  he  signed  no  such 
round-robin.  Even  if  he  did,  it  was  a  question 
of  the  House  adjourning,  and  not  of  neglecting 
his  duties  for  the  purpose  of  delaying  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House,  as  a  few  honourable  members 
had  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  said,  as  far  as  his  memory 
served  him,  the  honourable  member's  name 
was  appended  to  the  round-robin.  If  on  refer- 
ence to  the  circular  he  found  it  was  not,  he 
would  withdraw  anything  he  had  said. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  they  had 
better  adjourn  the  House.  It  would  have  been 
far  better  had  the  Premier  simply  told  them 
straightforwardly  the  reason  was  that  he  wished 
to  give  a  number  of  members  who  were  absent 
an  opportunity  of  voting  on  the  question  ;  and 
he  did  not  think  the  House  would  then  have 
objected.  He  could  understand  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wishing  to  remove  the  barbed- 
wire,  for  both  he  and  his  Government  were 
inextricably  involved  in  a  coil  of  barbed- wire 
that  night.  His  (Mr.  Mackenzie's)  object  in 
getting  the  duty  on  boots  and  shoes  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  reduced  to  25  per 
cent,  was  merely  to  focus  the  matter,  and  get 
it  into  line  with  a  view  to  still  further  reduc- 
tion. He  recognised  that  he  could  not  get  a  re- 
daction to  20  per  cent,  all  at  once.  He  thought, 


for  the  credit  of  Parliament,  they  ought  now  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  had 
been  unjustly  accused  of  stonewalling  that 
morning.  He  had  done  nothing  of  the  sort. 
There  were  now  within  the  precincts  of  the 
House  over  sixty  members,  and  if  they  did  not 
do  any  business  that  night  it  was  not  because 
of  the  Opposition,  but  because  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  their  party.  Only  fourteen  members 
of  the  Opposition  were  present,  and  three  of 
them  were  prepared  to  vote  for  the  duty  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  was  there  to  attend  to 
the  business  of  the  country.  He  had  voted 
that  morning  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  in  order  to  go  on  with  the  business 
that  night.  Two  hours  had  now  been  wasted, 
and  he  considered  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and 
the  Premier  were  mainly  responsible  for  that. 
There  was,  he  thought,  amongst  the  Govern- 
ment supporters  a  sufficient  regard  for  the 
purity  of  government  and  for  the  welfare  of 
the  country  to  cause  them  to  do  what  was 
,  right  and  proper.  The  Premier  had  referred 
to  the  Canterbury  members  having  signed  a 
round-robin  asking  that  the  House  should 
adjourn  for  the  Christchurch  Exhibition.  He 
was  asked  to  sign  that  petition,  but  declined 
to  do  so,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
establishing  a  bad  precedent.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  not  given  a  sufficiently  valid 
reason  why  the  item  of  boots  should  not  be 
gone  on  with.  They  had  been  told  by  the  Pre- 
mier that  some  members  were  absent ;  but  why 
punish  those  who  were  present,  and  who  were 
prepared  to  go  on  with  the  business  ? 

Mr.  MASSE Y  wished  to  point  out  that  there 
were  sixty  members  present,  and,  with  five 
pairs,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, that  made  seventy-two  that  were  ac- 
counted for  in  a  House  of  seventy-four.  Could 
they  have  a  better  attendance  than  that  ?  He. 
had  often  seen  a  great  deal  of  business  put 
through  the  House  with  a  far  smaller  attend- 
ance of  members.  The  time  was  coming  when 
the  Government  must  take  the  consequences  of 
that  night's  work,  and  he  hoped  that  they 
would  be  prepared  for  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  would  be  grave  dis- 
satisfaction if  this  particular  item  were  gone 
on  with  in  the  absence  of  honourable  members ; 
and  it  was  to  prevent  dissatisfaction  that  he 
had  asked  the  House  to  report  progress. 

Mr.  TANNER  would  support  the  motion  to 
report  progress,  because  he  had  expressed  his 
opinion  at  the  previous  sitting  that  meeting 
on  the  Saturday  evening  was  a  mistake.  The 
House  had  made  very  good  progress  with  the 
business  on  the  Friday  night,  until  the  arrival 
of  some  honourable  members  at  midnight,  who 
had  been  away  filling  themselves  with  the 
frivolities  of  Wellington,  completely  paralysed 
business.  A  great  deal  too  much  consideration 
was  shown  to  those  members,  who  were  not  the 
most  regular  in  attendance  or  diligent  in  work ; 
and  it  was  owing  to  the  House  having  given 
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way  to   them  that  the  present  position   that 
evening  had  been  brought  about. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  30. 

Buick 

Lawry 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Cadman 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  R. 

Steward 

Duncan 

McNab 

Tanner 

Hall 

Millar 

Ward 

Harris 

Morrison 

Willis. 

Houston 

Pinkerton 

Tellers. 

Joyce 

Russell,  G.  W 

.  Collins 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Seddon 

Mills. 

Kelly,  W. 

Noes,  24. 

Allen 

Fraser 

McLachlan 

Bell 

Graham 

Meredith 

Buchanan 

Green 

Montgomery 

Buddo 

Hall-Jones 

Newman 

Button 

Heke 

0' Regan. 

Crowther 

Lang 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Massey 

Earnshaw 

Maslin 

Thompson,  R. 

Flatman 

Majority  for, 

6. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  progress  reported. 

The  House 

adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past  ten 

o'clock  p.m. 

HODSE    OF    KEPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  23rd  September,  1895. 
First  Reading— Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

FIRST  READING. 
Public  Trust  Office  Bill. 

CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

"  Boots,  shoes,  and  slippers  not  otherwise 
enumerated  ;  goloshes,  clogs,  and  pattens ; 
vamps,  uppers,  and  laces:  £25  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.11 

Mr.  WARD  could  not  accept  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai te- 
rn ata  to  reduce  this  item  to  20  per  cent.  He 
was,  however,  prepared  to  accept  a  reasonable 
amendment  —  namely,  22J  per  cent.  They 
must  bear  in  mind  that  in  readjusting  the 
revenue  any  material  alterations  must  affect 
it.  He  could  not  accept  proposals  for  reduc- 
tions that  went  too  far. 

Mr.  MASLIN  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
the  argument  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer — that 
he  could  not  accept  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  entail  a  loss  of  revenue. 
The  item  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  levy 
an  increased  duty  was  gradually  falling  as 
regarded  the  volume  of  imports  year  by  year, 
And  they  were  going  to  increase  the  revenue,  so 
Mr.  Tanner 


it  was  said,  by  still  further  increasing  the  duty. 
In  1891,  57.821  dozen  pairs  of  boots  were  im- 
ported ;  in  1892,  57,069  dozen ;  in  1893,  56,999 
dozen;  in  1894,  52,450  dozen.  In  face  of  a 
falling  importation  year  by  year,  the  Treasurer 
proposed  to  increase  his  income  from  that 
Bource  by  exacting  a  higher  duty  than  the 
one  already  levied,  which  had  proved  suffi- 
cient to  check  the  importation.  The  imposi- 
tion of  any  additional  duty  would,  no  doubt, 
lead  to  a  further  loss  of  revenue  instead  of  a 
gain.  With  regard  to  the  argument  that  fur- 
ther protection  was  needed  for  the  industry, 
the  deorease  in  the  importation  showed  most 
conclusively  that  the  local  manufacturers  were 
able  to  effectually  compete  with  the  imported 
article,  and  were  surely  driving  it  out  of  the 
market. 

Captain  RUSSELL  thought  it  was  eminently 
satisfactory  to  see  that  the  Treasurer  had  ar- 
ranged a  duty  of  22}  per  cent,  on  boots,  because 
it  went  to  show  that  at  last  some  system  of 
reason  had  come  to  the  Government,  and  that 
they  had  now  hit  upon  a  policy  in  connection 
with  the  tariff  question.  They  had  "  split  the 
difference  "  in  connection  with  this  duty,  and 
that  was  the  policy  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was 
going  in  for.  He  found  that  the  local  manu- 
facture of  boots  was  steadily  increasing,  and 
from  1885  to  1894  there  had  been  an  increase 
in  value  of  £50,000  in  the  local  production  over 
the  amount  imported.  Under  these  circum- 
stances there  could  be  no  possible  reason  why 
the  duty  should  be  increased.  The  amount 
received  last  year  from  boots  and  shoes  was 
£25,000,  and  an  addition  of  2}  per  cent,  would 
come  to  between  £8,000  and  £4,000.  There 
could  be  no  necessity  under  such  circum- 
stances to  increase  the  duty  at  all.  He  hoped 
that  the  House — which  undoubtedly  was  in 
favour  of  a  20-per-ccnt.  duty — would  not  be 
talked  over  by  the  Government  to  vote  for  that 
with  which  they  essentially  disagreed. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  referred  to  a  caucus  which  had 
been  held  that  morning.  He  might  inform 
honourable  members  that  it  was  the  most  in- 
formal thing  he  ever  know  of.  He  came  to 
the  House  that  morning  and  walked  into  the 
Whips*  room,  where  there  were  a  number  of 
members  talking  about  the  tariff.  They 
seemed  divided  in  their  opinions  upon  the 
subject,  half  being  in  favour  of  making  the 
duty  25  per  cent.,  and  the  others  for  retaining 
it  at  20  per  cent. ;  and  he,  with  his  usual  good- 
nature, suggested  a  compromise — namely,  that 
it  be  made  22$  per  cent.  He  was  not  asked  to 
do  so  by  the  Government ;  it  was  purely  a 
voluntary  act  on  his  own  part.  He  felt  it  his 
duty,  therefore,  to  exonerate  the  Treasurer 
from  anv  participation  in  this  move. 

Mr.  WILLIS  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with 
this  splitting  the  difference.  Under  the  pre- 
sent tariff  the  imports  of  boots  and  shoes  were 
?;radually  falling  off.  It  seemed  to  him,  there- 
ore,  that  an  increase  of  duty  would  simply 
mean  an  increased  gain  to  the  manufacturers 
in  the  colony,  who  at  the  present  time  were 
satisfied  with  what  they  were  getting.      He 
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thought,  if  there  was  one  thing  upon  which  the 
duty  should  not  he  increased,  it  was  hoots  and 
shoes.  He  would  he  very  sorry  indeed  to  oppose 
the  Treasurer,  hut  he  had  a  greater  duty  to 
perform  in  caring  for  what  he  considered  the 
interests  of  the  poorer  ol asses  of  the  colony. 
He  was  quite  satisfied  that  there  was  nothing 
which  it  was  so  important  should  be  given 
cheaply  to  the  people  as  hoots  and  shoes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ashburton  on  Saturday  expressed  his 
determination  to  have  the  duty  on  boots  and 
shoes  reduced  to  20  per  cent.  Now  he  proposed 
an  increase  of  the  duty  by  2£  per  cent.  He 
was  afraid  that,  unconsciously  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself,  the  stronger  will  of 
•some  member  or  members  of  the  Government 
had  been  too  much  for  him  upon  this  subject. 
He  thought  the  conduct  of  the  honourable 
member  was  one  which  his  constituents  would 
Aiardly  appreciate. 

Mr.  MASSEY  would  remind  honourable 
members  that  this  proposal  would  mean  an 
increase  in  the  cost  of  living  of  every  indivi- 
dual in  the  community,  particularly  in  the 
case  of  the  settlers  and  workmen.  He  thought 
there  was  no  item  on  which  taxation  would  be 
so  much  felt  as  boots  and  shoes. 

Mr.  MORRISON  could  indorse  the  state- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton 
in  his  denial  that  there  had  been  a  caucus  of 
the  Liberal  party.  The  honourable  member 
for  Waitemata  had  stated  that  this  extra  duty 
would  increase  the  cost  of  living  to  every  per- 
son in  the  community.  That  statement  was 
entirely  incorrect.  It  was  pure  assertion  on 
the  honourable  gentleman's  part  to  say  that 
this  small  increase  of  duty  would  raise  the 
price  to  the  consumer.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber was  not  able  to  bring  forward  facts  to  sup- 
port the  statement.  The  duty  on  boots  and 
shoes  was  increased  in  1888,  yet  ever  since  that 
date  boots  and  shoes  had  been  sold  cheaper 
than  they  were  prior  to  1888.  The  addition  of 
2}  per  cent,  simply  meant  the  addition  of  6d. 
on  a  pair  of  boots  valued  at£l :  even  admitting 
that  the  extra  duty  was  added  on  to  present 
.price,  it  would  simply  mean  chat  if  a  settler  got 
through  two  pairs  of  boots  in  the  year  he  would 
he  called  upon  to  pay  only  an  extra  Is.  a  year. 

Mr.  BBDDON  did  not  see  how  a  fairer  com- 
promise than  22 J  per  cent,  could  have  been 
arrived  at.  There  had  been  no  hobnail  boots 
•  or  whips  applied  in  bringing  about  that  arrange- 
ment, nor  had  there  been  any  breach  of  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  as  regarded 
party.  He  had  not  complained  of  the  Oppo- 
sition voting  for  reduction  for  party  reasons. 
He  knew  a  large  majority  of  them  were  Free- 
traders, and  they  were  therefore  voting  accord- 
ing to  their  convictions.  He  did  not  think  the 
public  would  suffer  one  jot  by  the  compromise 
that  had  been  arrived  at.  With  regard  to  some 
classes  of  goods,  it  would  be  in  their  interest, 
and  would  compensate  them  for  what  they  lost 
in  another  direction.  He  thought  that  every 
one  would  agree  that  this  proposal  was  a  satis- 
factory ending  to  a  difficult  matter,  and  he 
•hoped  to  see  it  carried  on  the  voices. 


Mr.  GRAHAM  was  surprised,  and  regretted 
very  much  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashburton  should  saddle  himself,  either  volun- 
tarily or  by  request  of  the  Government,  with 
an  amendment  such  as  he  had  given  notice  of, 
because  that  honourable  gentleman  had  said 
he  would  "  nail  his  colours  to  the  mast,"  and 
that,  with  reference  to  this  question  of  in- 
creased duties,  he  would  present  a  firm  front 
to  oppose  any  increase.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ashburton  said  he  had  consented  to  move 
this  amendment  because  it  would  produce  no 
more  revenue.  This  was  the  first  time  he  (Mr. 
Graham)  ever  heard  that  increasing  of  duties  on 
hoots  would  produce  no  revenue.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Gaversham  said  it  simply  re- 
presented an  increase  of  6d.  in  the  pound,  whioh 
was  nothing  at  all.  They  must  remember  they 
already  had  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
which  amounted  to  4s.  5d.  in  the  pound.  It 
made  the  wearer  of  boots  which  cost  £1  con- 
tribute 48.  5d.  to  the  revenue.  This  proposal 
would  increase  it  to  5s.  in  the  pound.  In  the 
interests  of  the  country,  he  could  not  vote  for 
this  22£  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  which  was  equal 
to  25  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  cost,  because  it 
meant  an  increase  on  the  old  tariff,  which  was 
already  heavier  than  it  should  be  on  the  backs 
of  the  people.  It  was  wrong  that  they  should 
increase  a  burden  which  was  already  heavy 
enough  to  bear.  This  system  of  taking  off 
duties  from  some  articles  that  could  afford 
to  bear  them,  and  increasing  duties  on  other 
articles  that  could  not  bear  the  increase,  was 
a  bad  policy  to  pursue,  and  one  which  the  Go- 
vernment would  receive  no  commendation  for. 
If  this  question  had  been  put  on  Saturday 
night,  and  members  had  been  allowed  to  vote 
according  to  their  consciences,  the  20  per  cent, 
would  have  been  carried.  He  looked  upon  his 
duty  to  the  country  as  of  greater  importance 
than  adhesion  to  the  Government,  and  he 
thought  they  were  doing  an  absolute  wrong 
in  attempting  to.  put  an  extra  burden  on  the 
people  by  increasing  the  duty  on  boots  and 
shoes.  He  still  hoped  members  would  vote 
according  to  their  consciences,  and  scout  this 
proposal  as  it  deserved. 

Mr.  PRASER  said  the  Free-traders  on  hia 
side  of  the  House  were  rather  pleased  than 
otherwise  at  this  compromise,  because  it  was 
an  indication  of  the  weakness  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  House  and  the  country.  It  had 
been  accepted  because  the  Premier  found  he 
could  not  carry  the  25-per-cent.  duty.  What 
they  on  his  side  of  the  House  opposed  was  in- 
creased protective  duties,  not  duties  for  re- 
venue purposes.  He  would,  while  he  was  a 
member  of  the  House,  oppose  all  duties  that 
were  purely  protective  duties. 

Mr.  CRO  VVTHER  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  moved  this  compromise  had  told  the 
House  this  was  a  matter  of  expediency,  but 
he  (Mr.  Growther)  objected  to  government  ny 
expediency.  The  amount  of  revenue  from  boots 
and  shoes  was  now  about  £27,000,  and  he 
thought  any  increase  on  that  would  he  most 
unsatisfactory  to  the  country. 

Mr.  WARD  pointed  out  that  in  dealing  with 
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this  tariff  they  had  to  look  to  the  receipts  from 
such  items  as  this  to  make  up  for  the  remissions 
from  other  items.  Many  honourable  members 
were  too  apt  to  look  only  to  the  interests  of 
their  own  districts,  but  the  Government  had -to 
look  at  it  broadly.  Only  the  other  night  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  advocated  a 
duty  on  fruit  against  the  poor  people,  but  now 
he  was  protesting  against  this  boot  duty.  The 
Government  were  to  lose  revenue  on  account  of 
the  alteration  in  the  duty  on  fruit,  and  now 
some  honourable  members  wanted  them  to  lose 
revenue  on  this  item.  The  Government  were, 
in  faot,  asked  to  give  up  one-half  of  the  £8,500 
they  were  proposing  to  raise  by  the  extra  duty 
on  boots,  and  it  was  impossible  to  allow  any 
further  reduction  than  that  now  proposed.  He 
regarded  the  22}  per  cent,  as  a  reasonable  con- 
cession and  fair  solution  of  the  difficulty.  The 
proposal  to  place  a  duty  per  pair  on  inferior 
boots  up  to  a  certain  price,  with  the  object  of 
keeping  out  the  shoddy  article,  had  been  thrown 
out  by  the  House.  The  present  proposal  meant 
3d.  per  pair  on  boots  at  10s.  a  pair,  4£d.  on 
boots  at  15s.,  and  6d.  on  boots  at  £1,  and  he 
did  not  think  these  rates  were  going  to  make 
all  the  difference  to  the  people  that  some 
honourable  members  tried  to  make  out.  The 
Government  of  the  day  must  accept  the  position 
in  which  they  were  placed,  and  they  required 
this  revenue,  and  must  have  it.  Any  Govern- 
ment would  accept  a  compromise  such  as  this, 
which  was  a  fair  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Premier  was 
wrong  in  assuming  that,  if  the  question  had 
been  put  when  he  carried  his  amendment  in 
favour  of  25  per  oent.  duty,  that  duty  would 
have  been  carried.  The  next  proposal  would 
have  been  to  reduce  it  to  20  per  cent.,  and  that 
figure  would  have  been  agreed  to.  The  Trea- 
surer had  stated  that  he  had  estimated  that  the 
difference  between  20  and  25  per  cent,  would 
have  been  £3,500 ;  but  the  amount  collected 
on  boots  last  year  was  £27,OOQ,  and  5  per  cent, 
increase  on  that  would,  at  the  least,  amount  to 
£G,000.  Then,  as  to  the  loss  that  would  be  sus- 
tained, how  could  that  be  lost  which  had  never 
been  possessed  ?  The  fact  was  that  an  increase 
of  2}  per  cent,  would  yield  a  great  deal  more 
than  he  had  said  he  had  expected  from  the 
5  per  cent.,  and  up  to  the  present  time  he  had 
not  done  at  all  what  he  had  intended.  The 
total  concessions  made  were  less  than  the  total 
increases.  They  had  not  gone  through  six 
classes  yet  out  of  sixteen,  and  yet  the  Trea- 
surer was  £10,500  to  the  good  above  what  he 
had  conceded  in  tea,  et  cetera. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  amendment  as 
to  fruit  duty  had  been  so  bungled  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  that  it  would 
not  do  at  all  what  he  had  intended.  The  fruit 
experts  told  them  that  the  wrong  months  had 
been  chosen,  and  that,  if  any  help  was  to  be 
given  such  as  had  been  intended,  the  months 
must  be  altered.  That  was  the  result  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  meddling  with  a  thing 
he  did  not  understand.  Two  amendments  had 
been  made  in  the  tariff,  and  both  must  be 
recommitted  to  make  them  workable.  That 
Mr.  Ward 


showed  the  danger  of  alterations  being  made 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  without  due>- 
consi deration.  Then,  it  had  been  said  that 
the  rejection  of  proposed  increases  of  duty  dioV 
not  involve  loss,  because  such  duty  had  not 
previously  been  imposed.  Surely  there  mast 
be  two  sides  to  the  ledger.  The  Treasurer, 
in  giving  away,  as  he  had  done,  a  certain  sum 
of  revenue,  must,  on  the  other  side,  place  the- 
increased  duty  to  make  up  the  amount  re- 
quired. If,  then,  the  House  prevented  the  in- 
creases,  and  voted  the  reductions,  as  the  House 
had  steadily  gone  on  doing,  then,  of  course,  the 
further  they  went  the  better  the  honourable 
member  would  like  it,  because  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  compelled  to  run  the  risk  of  a 
deficiency  in  revenue,  and  if  that  occurred  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  cast  the  blame 
on  the  Government,  and  say  that  they  should 
have  stepped  in— that  other  honourable  mem- 
bers were  not  responsible.  The  Treasurer  - 
was  quite  right  in  protesting  as  he  had  done. 
He  had  only  done  what  he  had  told  them  he 
should  do  —  that  if  they  were  interfering  too- 
much  with  the  revenue  he  should  tell  them  so. 
Honourable  members  seemed  to  forget  that 
the  duty  on  linseed-oil  had  gone,  and  the 
fruit  duty,  which  some  had  estimated  at 
£20,000,  had  been  taken  away,  while  no  one 
could  tell  what  the  result  of  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
would  be.  Considering  the  amount  at  stake, 
the  opposition  to  this  matter  seemed  unrea- 
sonable. He  thought  they  ought  to  get  rid  of 
this  question  of  the  duty  upon  boots,  and  there 
end  the  matter.  He  believed  he  was  speaking 
for  honourable  members  on  both  sides  when- 
he  said  it  was  high  time  they  came  to  a  con- 
clusion. They  could  not  accept  the  proposal 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata,  bat 
they  accepted  the  proposal  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton,  which  seemed  to  him. 
a  fair  compromise  under  the  circumstances. 
It  would  give  them  half  the  increased  revenue 
that  had  been  anticipated,  and  would  not,  he 
thought,  be  objected  to  by  the  country. 

Mr.  MASLIN  wished  to  know  whether  an 
arrangement  had  been  made  by  those  iden- 
tified with  the  boot  industry  to  accept  22}  per 
cent.  He  believed  they  would  still  try  to  get  25 
per  cent.,  and,  if  that  was  so,  there  could  be  no 
compromise.  If  they  tried  to  get  the  higher 
duty,  and  failed,  they  could  not  then  expect 
afterwards  to  obtain  the  22}  per  cent.  There 
could  be  no  compromise  if  they  were  first  going 
to  try  to  get  the  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  City,  who  had  voted  for  an 
increase  of  50  per  cent,  duty  on  fruit,  one  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  twitted  him  with  doing 
something  wrong  because  he  was  prepared  to 
vote  for  a  slight  concession  to  settle  this  diffi- 
cult question.  He  had  voted  against  the  Go- 
vernment, and  there  had  been  no  surrender  on- 
his  part  in  connection  with  voting  against  all* 
duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life.  It  was  only 
because  of  the  difficulty  as  between  the  manu- 
facturers and  the  warehousemen  that  he  had* 
suggested  22$  per  oent. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  it  was  a  very 
significant  admission  on  the  Premier's  part 
that  there  had  been  no  caucus,  because  the 
honourable  gentleman  knew  that  to  summon 
a  meeting  of  hia  followers  on  this  occasion 
would  have  been  to  court  certain  defeat. 

Mr.  WARD  declined  to  accept  the  financial 
statement  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  had  attributed  to  him.  That  honour- 
able gentleman  had  made  a  mistake  in  his 
estimate  of  the  boot  results,  and  understated 
the  result  of  the  5-per-oent.  increase.  He  re- 
ferred to  this  to  show  that  those  members  who 
continually  asserted  that  more  revenue  would 
be  obtained  under  the  proposals  than  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  had  stated  made  their  calculations  with- 
out taking  into  account  any  fluctuations  from 
increase  or  decrease  of  duties.  The  usual  ex- 
perience was  that  a  deorease  in  importation 
took  place  if  the  duty  was  very  much  increased. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  had  taken 
the  honourable  gentleman's  own  figures  from 
his  own  Statement,  as  follows :  Increases — 
Confectionery,  £6,000;  fruit,  £800;  pickles, 
£1,200;  vinegar,  £200;  ale  and  spirits,  £15,000; 
raspberry  vinegar,  £200 ;  acid,  £800 ;  drug- 
gists' sundries,  £3,000 ;  patent  medicines, 
£4,000 ;  apparel,  40  per  cent.,  £2,000 ;  bats  and 
caps,  £1,800;  cottons  (really  £15,000),  £8,000; 
ribbons,  dowlas,  &c,  £3,000:  total,  £46,500. 
Reductions— Tea,  £34,000 ;  coffee,  £1,000:  total, 
£35,000.  The  revenue  yielded  the  previous  year 
from  the  cotton  item  was  £14,406,  and,  as  the 
whole  were  increased  to  double,  surely  £8,000 
was  too  small  an  estimate  of  increase.  With 
regard  to  the  difficulty  of  the  boot  computation 
last  year,  it  was  not  £25,000  but  £27,000,  so  that 
the  correction  from  his  honourable  friend  was 
perfectly  correct.  With  regard  to  the  Premier's 
charge  of  tinkering  with  the  tariff,  let  them  in- 
quire whether  the  months  he  selected  were  the 
correct  ones  or  not  for  fruit.  It  was  agreed 
that  from  the  30th  April  to  the  30th  November 
fruit  should  be  submitted  to  a  lessened  duty ; 
but  what  had  the  experts  said  in  their  tele- 
gram ?  They  reversed  the  months.  The  Pre- 
mier had  got  hold  of  the  wrong  information 
while  professing  to  lead  the  House,  whilst  he 
(Mr.  Mackenzie)  had  the  actual  time  from 
people  handling  the  fruit. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer had  accused  him  of  wanting  to  take  the 
duty  off  boots  and  shoes  and  put  it  on  fruit. 
He  (Mr.  Graham)  had  never  said  anything  of 
the  kind.  He  had  said  he  wanted  to  leave  the 
duty  on  boots  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  or  22A 
per  cent,  on  the  value,  and  that  the  duty  should 
not  be  increased.  With  reference  to  fruit,  he 
had  fought  strenuously  for  the  duty  being  taken 
off  island  fruit,  as  it  came  here  when  this 
colony  had  no  fruit  of  its  own. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— You  voted  for  the  duty  on 
island  fruit. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said,  when  the  resolutions 
were  brought  down,  at  the  express  and  repeated 
wish  of  the  Premier,  he  had  voted  for  the  tem- 
porary resolutions  on  the  assurance  that  it  was 
the  usual  and  customary  thing  to  do,  and  in 
no  way  tied  members  to  support  the  proposals 


in  the  Bill.  But  the  Premier  had  also  toldi 
him  emphatically  that,  if  he  would  do  that,. 
as  the'  Ministry  were  then  in  a  tight  place, 
it  would  not  appear  in  the  Bill  at  all  —  that 
island  fruit  would  be  eliminated;  and,  know- 
ing that  they  were  going  to  have  island  fruit- 
eliminated,  he  gave  his  vote  accordingly.  He 
thought  it  was  a  most  effective  way  of  attain- 
ing the  object.  He  did  vote  to  increase  the 
duty  on  apples,  because  that  was  an  article 
that  was  lying  in  tens. of  tons  under  their  own. 
fruit-trees,  as  it  would  not  pay  for  even  the 
cost  of  casing  and  sending  to  Wellington  or  any 
other  market,  owing  to  the  s teamer-  freights- 
that  were  charged,  and  owing  to  the  railway- 
freights  charged  by  the  Government,  and  the 
thousands  of  cases  of  inferior  fruit  dumped) 
down  from  the  Australian  Colonies.  He  also- 
voted  for  the  duty  on  raspberries.  He  did  that 
to  protect  their  own  growers.  But  that  duty 
of  Jd.  was  one-sixth  of  the  price  of  this  fruit,, 
or  16$  per  cent.,  or  6  per  cent,  less  than  (he  old 
tariff  upon  boots  and  shoes.  The  Premier  waa 
unfair  to  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
in  saying  he  was  responsible  for  putting  25  per 
cent,  on  the  tariff.  He  was  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  Government  were  responsible. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  there  were  boot- 
manufacturers  who  were  also  boot  -  importers 
who  had  been  looking  far  more  carefully  after 
their  interests  as  boot  -  importers .  than  after 
any  interests  they  had  as  boot-manufacturers. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  this  question  he  had 
voted  in  what  he  considered  to  be  the  interest 
of  the  industries  of  the  colony.  He  was  a  Pro- 
tectionist, though  not  a  rabid  one.  If  he  could 
not  get  all  he  wanted  he  was  very  glad  to  take 
all  he  could  get.  He  would  be  very  glad  if  he 
saw  a  prospect  of  getting  a  25-per-cent.  duty 
placed  on  boots,  but  if  the  feeling  of  the  House- 
was  against  that  duty  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
aocept  22$  per  cent.  It  was  a  recognition  to 
some  extent  of  the  desirability  of  strengthen- 
ing an  important  industry  of  the  colony.  The- 
honourable  member  for  Rangitata  did  not  go- 
quite  far  enough.  For  the  period  embracing, 
the  last  three  or  four  years  the  honourable 
member  had  furnished  statistics  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  that  the  importations  of  boots 
were  decreasing,  but  he  (Mr.  Russell)  held 
that  there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  value - 
from  1889  onwards.  In  the  year  1889  the  duty 
on  boots  was  changed  from  a  rate  per  pair  to  an 
ad  valorem  duty,  and  it  was  very  xremarkable- 
tliat  since  that  date  the  importations  of  boots 
had  considerably  increased.  In  1889  the  im- 
portations of  boots  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
£108,000 ;  in  1890,  £120,000 ;  in  1891,  £138,000 ; 
being  an  increase  in  two  years  of  not  less  than 
thirty  thousand  pounds'  worth.  Then,  from  that 
point,  the  honourable  member  for  Rangitata 
was  correct  in  saying  that  they  had  been  reduced, 
from  the  sum  of  £138,000  in  1891  to  £137,000 
in  1892,  to  £133,000  in  1893,  and  to  £128,000* 
in  1894 ;  but  the  fact  remained  that  in  1894 
there  was  more  than  twenty  thousand  pounds* 
worth  more  imported  than  in  1889.  Therefore, 
so  far  as  the  importations  of  boots  were  con- 
cerned, they  had  increased  as  compared  wit  hi 
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five  or  six  years  ago.  Now,  a  number  of  mem- 
bers had  spoken  as  if  there  were  going  to  be  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  the  whole  of  the  boots 
in  the  colony.  Did  honourable  members  know 
that  during  1894  there  were  only  52,450  dozen 
pairs  imported  into  the  whole  colony,  of  the 
value  of  £128,391  ?  The  cost  of  the  boots  im- 
ported was  only  £2  9s.  per  dozen  pairs,  or  4s. 
Id.  per  pair.  What  did  the  tariff  propose  ?  An 
increase  of  5  per  cent,  on  those  boots,  and  that 
5  per  cent,  would  positively  work  out  to  some- 
thing like  2£d.  per  pair  on  the  boots  that  were 
imported.  Now,  the  proposal  made  that  night 
was  not  25  per  cent.,  but  22£  per  cent.,  which 
meant  an  increase  of  only  ljd.  per  pair  on 
the  boots  that  were  imported.  He  found  that 
the  total  number  of  pairs  imported  was  629,400 ; 
that  was  not  one  pair  of  boots  to  each  unit 
of  the  population,  and  the  £5,000  of  estimated 
revenue  was  less  than  IJd.  per  head  of  the 
population.  The  difference  as  between  the 
25  per  cent,  and  22J  per  cent,  over  whioh  the 
•Committee  was  wrangling  really  was  as  to 
whether  imported  boots  were  to  be  increased 
in  price  Jd.  per  head  of  the  population.  All 
■  the  talk  about  the  profit  to  be  made  out  of  the 
increased  duty  of  2k  per  cent,  was  simply  so 
much  fustian.  It  was  not  an  increase  in  price 
of  the  boots  manufactured  in  the  colony,  but 
an  increase  of  £d.  per  head  of  the  population 
on  those  imported  into  the  colony.  Between 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  three  thousand 
persons  were  engaged  in  this  local  industry,  and 
4hey  ought  to  receive  some  little  attention.  He 
was  content,  being  a  Protectionist,  to  vote  for 
22£  per  cent,  duty,  because  he  recognised,  in 
view  of  the  spirit  of  the  House,  he  would  not 
•be  able  to  get  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  did  not  feel  justified  in  accept- 
ing this  compromise  of  22 J  per  cent.  The  in- 
crease of  this  item  was  very  considerable.  In 
the  first  estimate  put  in  their  hands  the  in- 
creased revenue  was  set  down  at  £4,000 ;  in  the 
last  estimate  it  was  reduced  to  £3,500.  This 
included  harness,  whips,  and  thongs.  They  had 
a  reduction,  therefore,  of  £500  on  that  aocount. 
He  had  obtained  reliable  information,  which 
had  been  carefully  prepared,  estimating  the  in- 
•  creased  revenue  from  boots  and  shoes  at  £6,773, 
•and  from  harness  £1,239.  He  did  not  know 
anything  that  pinched  the  families  of  the  work- 
ing-classes more  than  the  necessity  of  providing 
•boots  and  shoes  for  their  children,  and  it  was 
very  cruel  indeed  to  draw  an  increased  revenue 
by  placing  a  higher  duty  on  these  articles. 
Therefore  he  did  not  join  in  this  compromise. 
There  was  no  advantage  in  shifting  taxation 
'from  one  pocket  to  another  where  it  pressed 
more  severely  on  the  people  they  were  seeking 
•to  relieve.  He  thought  all  admitted  that  it 
was  a  pity  the  tariff  had  not  been  abandoned. 
•It  would  be  no  good  to  anybody;  none  of 
the  anomalies  would  be  removed,  but  further 
•discontent  would  arise.  If  the  matter  were 
pressed  to  a  division  he  must  vote  for  the 
•reduction  of  the  duty  to  20  per  cent.,  be- 
cause they  were  not  justified  in  increasing  the 
'burdens  of  the  people  in  regard  to  the  cost  of 
Aheir  boots  and  shoes. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Russell 


Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  if  it  was  the  wish  of 
those  engaged  in  the  boot  industry  that  the 
tariff  should  be  raised,  and  whether  it  would  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  colony  to  do  so.  Looking 
into  the  evidence  given  before  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission in  Auckland,  he  found  that  the  opinion 
of  both  the  boot-manufacturers  and  operatives 
in  that  city  was  averse  to  any  increase  in  the 
tariff.  Resolutions  to  this  effect  were  passed 
at  meetings  of  the  employers  and  employes.  It 
might  be  argued  that  the  Auckland  boot-manu- 
facturers did  not  represent  the  whole  of  those 
engaged  in  the  industry  in  the  colony.  That 
was  true ;  but  it  would  be  conceded  by  most 
members  that  Auckland  was  the  Northamp- 
ton of  New  Zealand.  There  were  six  hundred 
hands  employed  in  the  boot  and  shoe  industry 
in  that  city.  And  a  Mr.  Hodgson,  who  was 
connected  with  one  of  the  largest  firms,  stated 
before  the  Tariff  Commission  that  sixteen  years 
ago  80  per  cent,  of  the  boots  and  shoes  worn  in 
the  colony  were  imported,  whereas  in  1894  the 
position  was  reversed  and  80  per  cent,  of  the 
boots  and  shoes  worn  in  the  colony  were  made 
here.  That  was  a  most  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs,  and  clearly  proved  that  the  quantity 
of  boots  imported  into  the  colony  was  a 
diminishing  one.  The  manufacture  of  boots 
in  the  colony  was  gradually  increasing,  and, 
according  to  the  percentage  given  by  Mr. 
Hodgson,  it  would  be  only  a  matter  of  four  or 
five  years'  time  when  the  imported  article 
would  be  absolutely  excluded  from  the  colony. 
The  boot  operatives  in  their  evidence  said  an 
increased  duty  was  not  a  remedy  for  partial 
employment.  If  the  duty  were  increased  it 
would  probably  result  in  the  operatives  becom- 
ing dissatisfied,  and  asking  for  a  rise  in  wages, 
and  if  the  request  was  granted  it  would  cause 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  engaged 
in  the  work,  and  therefore  great  competition ; 
whereas  if  the  manufacturers  did  not  increase 
the  wages  it  would  mean  larger  profits  to  the 
manufacturers,  and  that  would  mean  other 
competitors  coming  into  the  field.  One  gentle- 
man connected  with  the  trade  in  Auckland  told 
him  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  any  in- 
crease in  the  tariff :  in  fact,  he  went  so  far  as 
to  say  that  15  per  cent,  was  sufficient  now  that 
the  industry  had  been  established.  A  gentle- 
man connected  with  the  industry  in  Welling- 
ton expressed  his  opinion  to  him  to  the  same 
effect.  Commission,  insurance,  and  other 
charges  would  bring  the  proposed  duty  up  to 
35  per  cent.  High  tariffs  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Melbourne  had  had  a  most  injurious 
effect  on  the  industries  so  protected.  He  was 
prepared  to  go  the  length  of  reducing  the  duty 
from  20  to  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  the  whole  of  this 
trouble  had  arisen  through  the  pandering  to  a 
few  bootmaker*  in  Christchurch  and  Dunedin 
who  wanted  some  assistance,  and  who  claimed 
to  have  the  right  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  whole 
population  of  the  colony  for  their  special  bene- 
fit.    He  intended  to  vote  for  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  22£  per  cent,  would  raise 
the  price  of  a  pair  of  roots  4s.  or  5s.  He 
thought  20  per  cent,  was  much  too  high ;  the 
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duty  ought  to  be  reduced  to  10  per  cent.  In 
which  way  was  the  Premier  going  to  vote  ? — 
waa  he  going  to  support  his  own  proposal  o! 
25  percent.? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  not  the  Go- 
vernment proposal. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  in  the  first  resolution 
brought  down  by  the  Government  the  duty 
was  25  per  cent.  What  was  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer going  to  vote  for  now  ?  Was  he  going  to 
vote  for  this  22}  per  cent.?  It  was  a  case  of 
backing  down  and  giving  way  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  and  he  ventured  to  say  there 
were  more  anomalies  existing  in  this  new  tariff 
already  than  were  in  the  old  tariff  altogether. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  Committee 
should  be  informed  distinctly  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  whether  they  were  asked  to  vote  for 
a  protective  tariff  or  for  an  increase  of  reve- 
nue. He  did  not  know  whether  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  ezpeoted  to  get  more  revenue  by  his 
proposal,  or  was  going  for  a  protective  tariff. 
As  far  as  he  (Captain  Russell)  could  judge, 
they  were  not  going  to  increase  the  amount 
of  revenue  they  got  from  boots.  He  was  not 
such  an  advanced  Free-trader  as  to  affirm 
that  they  could  do  without  a  Customhouse. 
There  were  items,  such  as  wine,  spirits, 
and  tobacco,  upon  which  duties  should  be 
charged,  but  not  upon  boots ;  and  he  believed 
it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  everybody,  and 
directly  in  the  interest  of  brewers,  if  a  further 
excise  duty  on  beer  were  imposed.  It  was 
absurd  to  say  that  if  they  struck  a  small  sum 
off  boots  the  revenue  was  going  to  be  jeo- 
pardized. The  duty  should  be  taken  off  boots, 
which  everybody  used,  and  put  on  beer,  which 
nobody  need  use  if  he  did  not  wish  to  do  so, 
and  this  would  simplify  the  Treasurer's  finance 
enormously.  He  believed  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  allow  it  to  do  so,  the  House  would 
consent  to  a  further  excise  duty  on  beer,  so  as 
to  admit  of  relief  in  regard  to  necessaries  of 
life.  There  were  good  reasons  why  this  in- 
creased duty  on  boots  should  not  be  imposed. 
Its  immediate  effect  would  be  to  increase  the 
price  to  the  oonsumer  considerably ;  and,  al- 
though the  honourable  member  for  Caversham 
spoke  about  the  additional  duty  increasing 
the  price  of  a  pair  of  boots,  of  value  £1,  by  6d., 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton 
dwindled  tbe  extra  cost  down  to  Jd.,  the  solid 
fact  remained  that  6s.  8d.  by  Customs  duty  is 
added  to  the  price  of  a  pair  of  boots  valued 
at  £1.  In  1885  the  value  of  boots  imported 
amounted  to  £185,642,  and  in  1894  it  had 
dwindled  down  to  £139,445,  showing  it  was 
one  of  the  few  manufactures  in  the  colony  that 
were  really  overtaking  the  supply.  A  gentleman 
well  versed  in  the  subject  informed  him  that 
eighteen  years  ago  82  per  cent,  of  the  boots  used 
in  New  Zealand  were  imported,  and  that  last 
year  only  16  per  cent,  of  the  boots  used  were 
imported,  showing  how  enormously  the  manu- 
facture of  boots  had  increased  in  New  Zealand 
during  the  last  eighteen  or  twenty  years. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.  — Assisted  by  protec- 
tion. 


Captain  RUSSELL  said  No,  beoause  other 
industries  which  were  equally  protected,  such 
as  hats,  hosiery,  and  woollens,  had  not  in- 
creased relatively  at  all.  The  increase  which 
was  going  on  in  the  manufacture  of  boots 
showed  that  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  give 
that  industry  any  further  protection  in  the 
shape  of  increased  duties.  The  only  result 
of  so  doing  would  be  to  cause  the  wearers  to  pay 
more  for  their  boots  than  they  did  now,  and 
no  good  would  come  to  anybody.  They  had 
been  continually  told  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  had  inoreased  the  duty  on 
boots  by  moving  to  fix  it  at  25  per  cent. ;  but  if 
that  were  the  case  the  Premier  had  no  right 
to  allow  it,  for,  as  the  House  knew,  no  private 
member  had  power  to  increase  duties.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  had  had  a  document  placed 
in  their  hands  in  which  the  Government  pro- 
posed a  duty  on  boots  ranging  from  25}  per 
cent,  to  82}  per  cent.,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha,  wishing  to  fix  a  duty  in  a  more 
stable  form,  moved  that  it  be  reduced  to  the 
uniform  rate  of  25  per  cent.,  which,  naturally, 
would  not  press  so  heavily  on  the  people  all 
round.  The  only  object  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha,  he  presumed,  in  moving 
this  motion  was  to  get  as  great  a  concession  < 
as  possible  from  the  House. 

Mr.  BUDDO  would  ask  the  honourable  mem- 
ber  for  Hawke's  Bay  what  he  would  place 
a  further  tax  upon  in  order  to  maintain  the 
revenue,  if  he  was  against  this  and  other 
duties. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— On  beer. 

Mr.  BUDDO  would  remind  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  Licensing  Bill  was  before 
the  House,  and  there  was  a  strong  party  in  the 
House  asking  for  prohibition. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  '£25  per  cent.'  stand  part  of  the 
schedule." 

Ayes,  17. 


Oarncross 

Morrison 

Steward 

Oarnell 

Pinkerton 

Tanner 

Collins 

Pirani 

Thompson,  T. 

Earnshaw 

Reeves 

Tellers. 

Joyce 

Russell,  G.  W 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Millar 

Smith,  G.  J. 
Noes,  49. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Allen 

Harris 

Meredith 

Bell 

Heke 

Mills 

Buchanan 

Hogg 

Mitchelson 

Buddo 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Montgomery 

Buiok 

Kelly,  W. 

Newman 

Button 

Lang 

O'Regan 

Cadman 

Larnach 

Parata 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Crowther 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Seddon 

Duncan 

Mackintosh 

Stevens 

Duthie 

Maslin 

Ward 

Flatman 

MoGowan 

Willis 

Fraser 

McGuire 

Wilson. 

Graham 

McKenzie,  J. 

Green 

McKenzie,  R. 

Tellers. 

Hall 

McLaohlan 

Massey 

Hall-Jones 

McNab 

Thompson,  R~ 
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Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Stout  Houston 

Te  Ao.  Pere. 

Majority  against,  32. 
*■•  £25  per  cent."  struck  out. 
The    Committee  divided   on    the    question, 
-4l  That '  £20  per  cent.'  be  substituted." 


Ayes,  27. 

Allen 

Hall  Jones 

Mitchelson 

Bell 

Heke 

Newman 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R 

Buick 

Mackenzie,  T 

Thompson,  R. 

Button 

Maslin 

Willis 

'Carncross 

Massey 

Wilson. 

•Crowther 

McGowan 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

McGuire 

Graham 

Fraser 

Meredith 

O'Regan. 

Green 

Noes,  39. 

Buddo 

Larnach 

Reeves 

C  adman 

Lawry 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Carnell 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

McKenzie,  B. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duncan 

MoLachlan 

Stevens 

Earnshaw 

Millar 

Steward 

Flatman 

Mills 

Tanner 

Hall 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  T. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Ward. 

Hogg 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Hutchison ,  W 

.  Pinkerton 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pirani 

McNab. 

Kelly,  W. 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Stout 

: 

Houston 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  12. 
"£20  "not  inserted, 
Mr.  McLACHLAN  moved,  That ■ 
be  inserted. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  39. 


£22  10s.1 


Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Pirani 

Cadman 

Larnach  . 

Reeves 

Carnell 

Lawry 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Carroll 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Collins 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan 

MoLachlan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Earnshaw 

McNab 

Stevens 

Flatman 

Millar 

Steward 

Hall 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Ward. 

Hogg 

O'Regan 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W 

Parata 

Morrison 

Joyce 

Pinkerton 

Tanner. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Noes,  27, 

Allen 

Duthie 

Lang 

Bell 

Fraser 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Buohanan 

Graham 

Maslin 

Button 

Green 

Massey 

Carncross 

Hall -Jones 

McGowan 

Crowther 

Heke 

McGuire 

McKenzie,  R.    Thompson,  R.  Tellers. 

Mitchelson         Willis  Buick 

Newman  Wilson.  Meredith. 

Russell,  W.  R. 


For. 
Houston 
Pere. 


Pairs, 


Against. 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  12. 

"  £22  108."  inserted,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

"Heel-plates  and  toe  -  stiff  eners :  £25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem" — Agreed  to. 

"  Leather  belting  and  belt-leather,  harness, 
bridles,  legging,  bag,  kip  (other  than  East 
India),  buff,  split :  4d.  the  pound." 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add  the  words  "  in- 
cluding satin  hides  and  tweeds." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved  to  reduce  buff  and  split 
to  2d. 

Mr.  WARD  would  accept  a  reduction  to  3d. 

Reduction  of  buff  and  split  to  3d.  agreed  to. 

Item  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"  Cordovan,  levanted  leather,  roans,  sheep- 
skins, morocco  not  otherwise  enumerated, 
basils,  sole-leather:  3d.  the  pound." 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved,  That  sole-leather  be 
reduced  to  2d. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  would  like  to  explain  that 
if  it  were  reduced  to  2d.  the  chances  were  that 
the  colonial  manufacturer  would  be  very  con- 
siderably handicapped. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  matter  had  received  a 
large  amount  of  consideration,  and  he  had 
.been  informed  by  those  who  ought  to  know 
that  if  the  whole  of  the  tanners  in  the  country 
were  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  sole-leather 
they  could  only  make  a  sufficiency  for  six  weeks 
for  the  manufacturers  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  TANNER  did  not  know  where  the 
Treasurer  got  his  information.  There  must 
be  an  evil  genius  at  his  shoulder.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  colony  exported  a  vast  quantity 
of  leather,  amounting  last  year  to  nearly  two 
million  pounds.  This  was  well  known  to  any 
one  connected  with  the  business.  At  the  same 
time,  a  large  quantity  was  imported,  the 
amount  imported  last  year  at  the  penny  duty 
being  370,0001b.  He  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  duty  on  leather  for  seven  or 
eight  years  amounted  only  to  4£  per  cent,  of 
the  value  imported.  The  scale  of  duties  here 
brought  down  would  be  an  increase  to  about  8 
or  9  per  cent,  of  this  total  value.  If  they  in- 
tended to  maintain  the  local  industries  of  the 
colony  he  strongly  advised  the  Committee  to 
pans  the  schedule  as  it  stood.  If  the  intention 
was  to  stamp  out  every  possible  local  manu- 
facture they  could  reach  by  the  tariff,  then 
they  must  face  the  result,  which  would  be  to 
throw  out  of  employment  some  thousands  of 
the  working  population  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  BUTTON  said  a  great  many  of  the  hides 
from  which  sole-leather  was  made  were  ex- 
ported to  Sydney.  Sole-leather  was  used  largely 
by  small  shoemakers,  who  bought  it  for  making 
boots  and  shoes  specially  ordered ;   and  if  the 
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material  were  coming  in  cheap  they  would 
-thereby  help  local  industry  in  another  way. 
He  thought  the  desire  was  to  have  the  raw 
material  as  cheaply  as  possible,  and  this  was 
just  one  of  those  items. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said,  if  they  could  export 
so  much  on  a  penny  duty,  he  thought  the  tan- 
ners were  amply  protected  if  this  were  raised 
100  per  cent. 

Reduction  of  sole-leather  to  2d.  agreed  to. 

Item  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"East  India  kip,  Persians,  lambskins  and 
goatskins  (dressed,  other  than  morocco),  kan- 
garoo- and  wallaby -skins  (dressed),  tan  and 
•coloured  calf :  2d.  the  pound." 

Mr.  BUTTON  moved,  That  East  India  kip 
be  Id.  the  pound.  This  kip  could  not  be  made 
in  the  colony :  at  all  events,  the  hides  from 
which  it  was  produced  had  to  be  imported. 
This  was  a  very  special  item,  and  he  thought 
no  one  could  be  injured  by  its  being  put  at  the 
rate  at  which  it  stood  before — namely,  Id.  the 
pound. 

Mr.  BUDDO  said  this  was  a  class  of  hide  it 
was  not  possible  to  do  without  in  rural  dis- 
tricts, so  far  as  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
community  were  concerned.  It  was  the  only 
leather  that  was  as  near  waterproof  as  leather 
could  be,  and  it  must  be  had.  He  was  aware 
that  an  enterprising  individual  gave  evidence 
before  the  Tariff  Commission  that  he  was  going 
to  take  all  the  yearling  hides  that  he  could 
get ;  but  farmers  were  not  going  to  allow  their 
yearlings  to  be  killed  in  order  to  manufacture 
kip.  He  trusted  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
be  able  to  give  this  concession ;  it  was  not  a 
very  large  amount. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  the  hides  from  which 
this  leather  was  made  could  be  imported 
rough-tanned,  and  the  whole  of  the  labour 
for  dressing  them  found  in  the  colony.  It 
rested  with  the  Committee  to  say  whether 
they  were  going  to  give  colonial  tanners  a 
chance  to  dress  the  leather,  or  whether  they 
were  going  to  have  the  dressed  leather  brought 
into  the  colony.  He  might  inform  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kaiapoi  there  were  other  kinds 
of  leather  that  were  waterproof  besides  East 
India  kip. 

Mr.  MASLIN  asked,  How  would  the  reduc- 
tion on  this  item  affect  the  revenue? 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  would  not  affect  it  mate- 
rially. It  was  a  small  item,  but,  as  they  had 
made  a  variation  of  the  boot  duties,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  make  a  concession  of  this,  and  to  ac- 
cept ljd. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question  of 
retaining  2d.  for  East  India  kip. 


Ayes,  84. 

Oadman 

Kelly,  W. 

Newman 

Carnell 

McGowan 

Parata 

Oarroll 

MoEenzie,  J. 

Pinkerton 

Collins 

McNab 

Reeves 

Orowther 

Meredith 

Russell,  G.W 

Duncan 

Millar 

Seddon 

Hall 

Mills 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Stevens 

Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 

Buchanan 

Buddo 

Buick 

Carncross 

Duthie 

Earn  sh  aw 

Flatman 


For. 
Houston 
Larnach 
La  wry 
Mackintosh 
Pirani. 


Ward 
Willis. 

Noes,  19. 
Fraser 
Graham 
Green 
Lang 
Massey 
McLachlan 
O'Regan 
Pairs. 


Tellers. 
Hall-Jones 
Maslin. 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Thompson,  R. 
Wilson. 

Tellers, 
Bell 
Button. 


Against. 
Hutchison,  G. 
MoGuire 
Mitchekon 
Stout 
Allen. 


Majority  for,  15. 

Duty  of  2d.  retained,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Leather  not  otherwise  enumerated :  Id.  the 
pound." — Agreed  to. 

"  Leather  cut  into  shapes:  £25  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.** 

Mr.  FLATMAN  moved  to  reduce  the  duty 
to  22*  per  oent. 

Reduction  agreed  to,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert  "  Leather  leg- 
gings :  £22£  per  cent,  ad  valorem.7* 

Agreed  to. 

"  Leather  manufactures  not  otherwise  enu- 
merated :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.1'— Agreed 
to. 

"Leather,  chamois:  £20  per  cent." — Agreed 
to. 

Leather,  board  or  composition :  4d.  the 
pound.'* — Agreed  to. 

"  Portmanteaux,  trunks,  travelling-bags,  and 
brief- bags  of  leather  or  leather-cloth,  lOin. 
in  length  and  upwards,  and  carpet-bags :  £25 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.** — Agreed  to. 

"Saddlery  and  harness,  whips  and  whip- 
thongs  :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valoretn." 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  consider  whether  saddles  should 
not  be  admitted  free,  as  tools  of  trade. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  former  duty  was  20  per 
cent.,  and  that  the  free-list  contained  many 
exemptions  in  connection  with  the  industry. 

Mr.  GREEN  moved,  That  the  words  "  and 
whip-thongs  "  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  under  the  old 
tariff  whips  were  charged  15  per  cent.,  while 
whip- thongs  were  free.  He  would  like  to  ask 
why  the  duty  on  whips  was  increased,  and  why 
they  were  imposing  a  duty  on  whip- thongs, 
which  were  free  before.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer could  not  expect  that  either  whips  or 
whip-thongs  would  be  made  in  the  colony,  and 
therefore  in  increasing  the  duty  he  was  not 
encouraging  any  local  industry. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  wrong  in  supposing  that  whip-thongs  were 
free  before.  They  were  charged  15  per  cent. 
Both  whips  and  thongs  were  made  in  the 
colony. 

Amendment  negatived. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved,  That  £20  per  cent, 
be  reduced  to  £15  per  cent. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That '  £20 '  be  retained." 


Ayes,  3£ 

K 

Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Pinkerton 

Cadman 

Maslin 

Russell,  G.  W, 

Carnell 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McKenzie, 

7.     Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

McKenzie, 

R.    Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

McLachlan 

Stevens 

Dunoan 

McNab 

Steward 

Flatman 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Millar 

Ward 

Hall 

Mills 

Willis. 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery              Tellers. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Earnshaw 

Hogg 

Parata 

Tanner. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Noes,  15. 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Thompson,  R. 

Buick 

Massey  > 

Wilson. 

Button 

Newman 

Tellers. 

Carncross 

O'Regan 

Bell 

Duthie 

Russell,  W. 

R.  Green. 

Fraser 

Pairs. 

Foi 

. 

Against. 

Houston 

Hutchison,  G. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Larnach 

McGuire 

Lawry 

Mitchelson 

Mackintosh 

Stout 

Pirani 

Allen 

Beeves. 

Green. 

Majority  for,  24.              • 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Mantelpieces  other  than  stone :  £20  per 
oent.  ad  valorem.'* — Agreed  to. 

11  Furniture,  knife,  and  plate  powder  and 
polish :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.11 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  why  5  per  cent,  ad- 
ditional duty  was  proposed  on  this  item. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  to  remove  anomalies. 

Item  agreed  to. 

"  Carpets  and  druggets,  floorcloth,  mats  and 
matting :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.11 — Agreed  to. 

"  Basket-  and  wicker- ware  not  otherwise 
enumerated,  not  being  furniture :  £20  per  cent. 
ad  valorem.11 — Agreed  to. 

"  Lamps,  lanterns,  and  lamp-wicks  :  £20  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.11 — Agreed  to. 

"  Glassware,  also  plate  •  glass  and  glass 
polished,  coloured,  and  other  kinds  not  other- 
wise enumerated,  globes  and  chimneys  for 
lamps  :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.11— Agreed  to. 

"  Plate-glass  (bevelled  or  silvered),  mirrors 
and  looking-glasses  (framed  or  unframed) :  £25 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,11 — Agreed  to. 

"  Bricks  of  all  kinds :  £20  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem" 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  moved,  That  this  item  be 
struck  out. 

Major  STEWARD  said  there  was  a  possi- 
bility of  bricks  being  imported  as  ballast  in 
ships    under  certain    circumstances,  and  for 


that  reason  the  Commission  recommended  * 
duty  which  was  now  proposed. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  duty  levied  on 
bricks  last  year  only  amounted  to  £28  4s. 
Surely  if  bricks  came  out  as  ballast  that  would 
be  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  generally.  Ha 
was  of  opinion  that  this  item  might  be  struck 
out. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  a  duty  of  this  kind  wa* 
necessary  to  equalise  matters  between  the  local 
manufacturers  and  the  importers  of  bricks  at 
points  where  bricks  were  not  made ;  otherwise 
the  locally  -  manufactured  article  must  be 
placed  at  a  disadvantage,  as  bricks  could  be 
used  as  ballast  for  short-laden  ships.  Ships 
would  land  the  bricks  at  the  sea-ports,  and 
the  locally-manufactured  article,  owing  to  cost 
of  railway  or  other  carriage,  could  not  com- 
pete with  the  imported  bricks  at  those  ports. 
Water-carriage  was  always  cheaper  than  land- 
carriage. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said,  if  with  the  raw 
material  close  to  hand  we  could  not  make 
bricks  to  compete  successfully  against  foreign 
countries  it  was  time  we  shut  up.  So  far  as 
the  ordinary  brick  was  concerned,  the  proposal 
was  simply  monstrous. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  amend  the  item  so 
as  to  make  it  what  it  was  before.  He  begged 
to  move,  That  the  words  "of  all  kinds"  be 
struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting  "  known 
5m  firebricks  " 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought,  if  the  New  Zea- 
land manufacturer  could  not  hold  his  own 
under  the  present  circumstances  he  should 
cease  manufacturing. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

"  Artificial  flies  :  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem" 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  that,  while  artificial 
flies  were  put  down  at  25  per  cent.,  fishing- 
tackle  complete  was  to  be  charged  20  per  cent. 
The  proper  thing  to  do  would  be  to  reduce 
artificial  flies  to  the  same  duty  as  fishing-tackle, 
and  he  begged  to  move,  That  the  duty  on  artifi- 
cial flies  be  reduced  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  duty  had  been  set  down 
at  25  per  cent,  to  enable  some  young  women  in 
the  country  to  make  a  living.  The  representa- 
tions made  were  to  the  effect  that  they  could 
not  make  a  living  unless  the  duty  were  25  per 
cent.  There  were  not  many  of  them  who  were 
making  a  living  at  it ;  probably  the  Chairman 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  could  state  the  num- 
ber. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  duty  should  be 
reduced  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  these  artificial  flies  were 
works  of  art.  The  walks  in  life  for  women 
were  very  much  restricted,  and  if  anything 
could  be  done  to  assist  them  it  should  be  done. 
People  would  go  fishing  with  all  the  more  plea- 
sure when  they  knew  that  the  flies  they  used 
were  made  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  said  he  would  support 
the  25- per-  cent.  duty. 

Mr.  HOGG  appealed  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Invercargill  to  withdraw  his- 
amendment.    They  put  a  duty  of  40  per  oent. 
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on  apparel  made  by  London  tailors,  and  surely 
25  per  cent,  was  quite  a  legitimate  duty  to  put 
on  artificial  flies. 

Mr.  MASLIN  said  that,  if  they  allowed 
jewellery,  gold-  and  silver-plate,  and  green- 
stone, all  of  which  were  luxuries,  to  come  in 
at  20  per  cent.,  surely  25  per  cent,  was  not  too 
much  to  put  on  artificial  flies. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  that,  after  hearing 
the  views  of  members  about  him,  he  begged  to 
withdraw  his  amendment. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  moved,  That  the  duty  be  re- 
duced to  20  per  oent. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  "  Artificial  flies  : 
£25  per  cent,  ad  valorem"  agreed  to. 

"  Fishing-tackle,  including  artificially-baited 
hooks  other  than  flies:  £20  per  oent.  ad  va- 
lorem"— Agreed  to. 

"  Jewellery,  plate  (gold  or  silver),  greenstone 
(out  or  polished) :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem" 
— Agreed  to. 

"  Mouldings  in  the  piece  for  picture- frames, 
cornices,  or  ceilings:  £15  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem."— Agreed  to. 

"  Musical  instruments  of  all  kinds  not  other- 
wise enumerated :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 
— Agreed  to. 

"  Pictures,  paintings,  drawings,  engravings 
and  photographs  (framed  or  unframed),  picture- 
or  photograph-frames,  and  mounts :  £20  per 
oent.  ad  valorem." 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  if  this  were 
agreed  to  it  would  mean  that  letters  contain- 
ing photographs  would  be  detained  in  the  Post 
Office.  He  thought,  if  the  words  "or  un- 
framed "  were  struok  out,  that  would  meet  the 
case.  He  begged  to  move  that  as  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  if  it  read  "framed 
or  unframed  photographs  of  places  or  persons 
in  the  colony,"   it  would   then  protect  local 

Shotographs,  and  still  not  prohibit  the  intro- 
uotion  of  works  of  art. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  a  class  of  large-sized 
photographs  were  imported  which  were  not  duti- 
able. These  ought  to  pay  duty,  but  ordinary 
photographs  coming  in  letters  were  not  inter- 
fered with  in  the  Post  Office,  and  never  had 
been.  But  there  were  thousands  of  unframed 
photographs  which  came  into  the  colony  for 
sale,  and  why  should  not  these  pay  duty  ?  He 
suggested  that  the  matter  should  be  discussed 
when  they  came  to  the  free-list,  and  he  was 
prepared  to  consider  the  matter  then,  as  that 
was  the  proper  time  to  consider  it.  Photographs 
of  people's  private  friends  had  never  been  re- 
garded as  dutiable,  and  no  duty  had  been  col- 
lected under  the  old  tariff ;  and  there  was  no 
alteration  in  regard  to  photos  in  this. 

Captain  RUSSELL  still  thought  it  should 
be  struck  out,  as  if  the  duty  was  not  collected 
it  would  be  a  breach  of  the  law,  and  the  officers 
of  the  Postal  Department  might  be  called  to 
aooount  by  the  Commissioner  of  Customs. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
this  should  not  apply  to  photos  of  friends  sent 
through  the  post  in  the  ordinary  way. 

VOL.  XO.-90. 


Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  pointed  out  that  enlarge- 
ments of  photos  were  very  often  made  in  the 
Australian  Colonies  and  sent  over  to  this  oolony 
for  people  to  frame,  and,  if  this  amendment 
were  carried,  these  enlargements  would  be  prao- 
tically  admitted  duty-free. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  thought  the  oolony  could 
not  afford  to  admit  photos  and  pictures  free, 
although  he  admitted  it  was  a  wise  thing  to 
elevate  the  artistic  tastes  of  the  community  as 
much  as  possible. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  unless  this  was  amended 
any  package  coming  through  the  post  would  be 
liable  to  be  searched  to  see  if  it  contained  a 
photo  of  one's  grandmother. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  would  move  to 
insert  after  the  word  "  photographs  "  the  words 
"  or  enlargements  of  New  Zealand  scenery  or 
enlargements  of  portraits."  That,  he  thought, 
would  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  WARD  preferred  to  adhere  to  his  former 
statement,  and  leave  the  matter  to  be  dealt 
with  in  connection  with  the  free-list. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  would  alter  his 
amendment  so  as  to  read, "  Pictures,  paintings, 
drawings,  engravings  (framed  or  unframed),  and 
framed  photographs." 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  could  not  accept  the 
amendment.  Supposing  the  item  were  put  in 
this  way,  what  about  small  photographs  sent 
away  from  this  country  to  distant  countries, 
such  as  England,  China,  Japan,  and  elsewhere, 
to  be  enlarged  and  brought  back  to  this  coun- 
try? Were  they  to  deprive  those  who  were 
engaged  in  making  enlargements  of  photo- 
graphs in  New  Zealand  of  the  opportunity  of 
making  a  living  ? — for  that  was  what  it  meant. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  include  these  enlarged 
photographs,  paintings,  and  engravings  in  the 
free-list. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's reasons  were  of  a  purely  protective  cha- 
racter, and  might  apply  to  all  works  of  art, 
with  the  result  that  they  would  be  kept  in  the 
dark  in  regard  to  developments  in  such  mat- 
ters in  other  countries.  He  would  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  WARD  said  works  of  art  were  absolutely 
free. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  met  the 
case  very  well.  He  did  not  think  the  sending 
of  small  photographs  out  of  the  country  to  be 
enlarged  was  at  all  a  common  practice.  He 
believed,  however,  that  photographs  were  sent 
out  to  China,  and  came  back  as  paintings,  and 
were  liable  then  to  duty. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  not  so. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  did  not  think  a  duty  should  be 
put  upon  photographs  of  scenery,  statuary,  and 
eminent  persons.  He  would  like  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  explain  how  far  he  was  prepared 
to  go  in  regard  to  placing  photographs  on  the 
free-list. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
••  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 
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Ayes,  14. 

Bell  Lang  O'Regan 

Button  Mackenzie,  T.  RuBsell,  W.  R. 

Fraser  Massey  Tellers. 

Hall-Jones  McNab  Buchanan 

Heke  Newman  Duthie. 

Nobs,  88. 

Buddo  Harris  Pinkerton 

Buick  Hogg  Russell,  G.  W. 

Cadman  Kelly,  W.  Seddon 

Garncross  Maslin  Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell  McKenzie,  J.  Stevens 

Carroll  McKenzie,  R.  Steward 

Collins  McLaohlan  Tanner 

Orowthet  Meredith  Thompson,  T. 

Duncan  Millar  Ward 

Earnshaw  Mills  Willis. 

Platman  Montgomery  Tellers. 

Graham  Morrison  McGowan 

Hall  Parata  Smith,  E.  M. 


For. 
Allen 
Green 

Hutchison,  G. 
McGuire 
Mitchelson 
Stout. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Pirani 
Reeves 
Houston 
Larnaoh 
Lawry 
Mackintosh. 


Buddo 

Cadman 

Cam  cross 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Harris 


Majority  against,  24. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  could  not  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere.  He  would  deal  with  that  matter 
subsequently. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  the  intention  was 
to  stop  the  sending  of  negatives  to  Germany 
and  other  places,  and  having  poor  reproduc- 
tions of  photographs  of  New  Zealand  scenery 
sent  back  to  the  colony. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  it  might  be  the  case 
that  there  were  a  large  number  of  piracies  of 
New  Zealand  photographs,  but  his  own  belief 
was  that  the  number  was  nob  large.  He 
thought  the  principle  of  taxing  works  of  art 
was  a  very  great  mistake.  He  would  move  to 
reduce  the  duty  upon  the  whole  item.  The 
amount  of  revenue  derived  from  this  item  was 
small,  and  he  thought  they  ought  to  encourage 
works  of  art  being  brought  into  the  colony. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  the  photograph  fiend 
had  become  almost  as  great  a  nuisance  as  the 
book  fiend.  These  persons  oame  round  and 
made  contracts  with  unthinking  people  for 
enlargements  of  photographs.  They  took  away 
the  original  photographs,  and  sent  back  very 
poor  enlargements  indeed. 

The  Committee  divided  on  Mr.  Montgomery's 
amendment. 

Ayes,  19. 
Bell  Hall-Jones         O'Regan 

Buchanan  Heke  Russell,  W.  R. 

Buick  Lang  Smith,  G.  J. 

Button  Mackenzie,  T. 

Carnell  Massey  Tellers. 

Earnshaw  McNab  Duthie 

Praaer  Newman  Montgomery. 


Noss,  31. 
Hogg 
Kelly,  W. 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
Millar 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pinkerton 

Paibs. 


Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Mills 
Willis. 


For.  Against. 

Allen  Pirani 

Hutchison,  G.  Houston 

McGuire  Larnach 

Mitchelson  Lawry 

Reeves  Green 

S  tout .  Mackintosh . 

Majority  against,  12. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  the  insertion 
of  the  following  words  after  the  word  "un- 
framed  " :  "of  a  value  less  than  £50  each." 
The  object  of  this  amendment  was  to  exempt 
all  works  of  art  of  a  greater  value  than  £50. 
These  first-class  pictures  should  be  imported 
free  :  they  could  not  be  produced  in  the  colony. 
He  had  not  seen  a  picture  produced  in  the 
colony  which  was  worth  £50.  These  first-class 
pictures  were  an  education  to  any  one  who 
looked  at  them.  They  ought  to  do  all  they 
could  to  encourage  the  very  best  pictures  to  bo 
sent  to  the  colony,  whether  they  were  in  public 
or  in  private  collections.  He  perceived  thai 
the  exemptions  only  applied  to  public  collec- 
tions ;  but  why  should  they  not  apply  to  private 
collections  as  well? 

Mr.  HALL  could  not  concur  in  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  just  said.  A  good 
pioture  might  be  educational  in  a  public  place, 
but  not  in  a  private  gentleman's  place  to  the 
same  extent.  Pictures  were  not  the  only  works 
of  art  in  the  world.  If  a  gentleman  could  afford 
to  buy  a  picture  which  was  worth  £50,  he  could 
afford  to  pay  duty  upon  it. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  the  private  galleries  were  the 
leading  galleries;  and  in  many  countries  these 
private  galleries  were  open  free  to  the  public 
for  three  or  four  days  in  the  week,  and  artists 
had  the  privilege  of  going  to  these  private 
galleries  to  study  and  copy.  In  Auckland  they 
were  now  obtaining  a  magnificent  gallery  from 
private  collections  whioh  were  left  to  publio 
institutions ;  and  the  same  thing  was  done  in 
Christchurch.  Let  them  hear  no  more  shocking 
remarks  from  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
pawa  regarding  not  wanting  fifty-pound  pic- 
tures in  this  colony. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  the  proposal  to  admit 
first-class  pictures  free  was  a  very  desirable  one. 
They  were  a  great  educational  advantage  to 
any  country,  and  a  duty  should  not  be  pat 
upon  pictures  which  were  so  much  calculated 
to  do  good  to  the  people,  as  a  matter  of  publio 
policy. 
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Mr.  WILLIS  recognised  that  valuable  works 
of  art  were  an  acquisition  to  the  colony,  and  it 
would  be  a  pity  to  put  a  prohibitive  duty  upon 
them.  He  would:  suggest  as  a  compromise 
that  on  pictures  worth  over  £50  the  duty  should 
be  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  HOGG  thought  the  proposal  was  going 
in  an  entirely  wrong  direction.  A  duty  could 
•far  more  legitimately  be  imposed  on  pictures  of 
'great  value  than  upon  paintings  and  pictures 
•of  comparatively  small  value.  The  people  who 
imported  pictures  of  comparatively  great  value 
would  not  object  to  having  to  pay  the  duty. 
If  they  overlooked  local  artists,  and  did  not 
recognise  their  merits,  but  sent  their  money 
away  for  the  works  of  artists  in  other  countries, 
then  they  should  be  made  to  pay  duty.  He 
maintained  that  the  artists  in  New  Zealand 
and  in  Wellington  had  a  far  greater  claim 
xipon  colonists  who  could  afford  to  spend  large 
sums  of  money  in  pictures  than  artists  in 
•other  parts  of  the  world.  A  picture  worth  £50 
was  a  luxury,  and  ought  to  pay  duty. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  those  who  favoured 
this  amendment  were  trying  to  get  something 
moderate  because  they  could  not  get  any  more. 
He  knew  of  a  gentleman  in  Australia  who  had 
imported  between  eighty  and  ninety  thousand 
pounds'  worth  of  pictures,  with  the  intention 
of  establishing  a  valuable  picture-gallery.  If 
that  gentleman  had  to  pay  the  amount  of  duty 
sought  to  be  imposed  in  New  Zealand  it  would 
come  to  something  like  £20,000,  in  addition  to 
freight  and  insurance.  In  faot,  it  would  have 
prevented  him  from  purchasing  any  pictures  at 
all. 

Mr.  CADMAN  considered  they  were  giving  a 
sufficient  concession  by  admitting  pictures  and 
other  works  of  art  free  for  public  galleries. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out  that  pictures 
imported  by  private  individuals  were  prac- 
tically open  to  those  of  the  public  who  wished 
to  see  them. 

Mr.  COLLINS  said  it  was  one  of  the  aims  of 
democracy  to  encourage  high  art  in  a  country  ; 
but  it  would  be  unfair  that  they  should  tax  the 
absolute  necessities  of  existence,  and  refuse  to 
tax  what  was  only  necessary  to  cultured  life. 
He  regretted,  therefore,  he  could  not  support 
what  he  would  very  much  have  liked  to  support. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  did  not  think  the 
revenue  would  suffer  if  the  duty  were  reduced, 
because  the  duty  proposed  by  the  Government 
was  absolutely  prohibitive.  For  his  part,  he 
would  like  to  see  good  pictures  come  in  free. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  they  could  not 
hope  to  cultivate  artistic  tastes  in  the  colony 
unless  really  good  works  of  art  were  allowed  to 
come  into  the  country  from  the  different  seats 
of  art — from  London  and  Paris,  for  instance. 
If  such  pictures  were  admitted  it  would  give 
an  immense  impetus  to  art  in  the  colony.  If  a 
man  bought  pictures  for  his  private  house,  as 
a  rule  any  one  who  wished  could  see  them. 
Pictures  were  not  perishable  articles,  as  were 
satins,  silks,  and  bo  on.  A  picture  was  a  thing 
of  beauty  and  a  joy  for  ever.  The  New  Zealand 
artists  at  the  present  time  could  send  their 
pictures  Home  to  England ;  and  why  should  not 


English  pictures  be  admitted  here  ?  He  hoped 
members  would  rise  to  the  occasion  and  admit 
high  art  into  the  colony,  as  it  would  be  doing  a 
benefit  to  all  who  lived  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that,  in  the  interests  of 
democracy,  high-class  pictures,  on  account  of 
their  educational  value,  should  be  admitted 
free.  Art  could  not  progress  unless  wealthy 
people  set  the  example  by  supplying  models,  and 
anything  that  would  prevent  this  from  being 
done  would  inflict  injury  upon  the  community. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  maintained  that  valuable 
pictures  should  be  admitted  duty-free,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment. 

The  Committee  divided  on  Mr.  Montgomery's 
amendment. 

Ayes,  11. 


Bell 

Heke 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buick 

Mackenzie, 

T.           Tellers. 

Duthie 

Massey 

Buchanan 

Fraser 

O'Regan 

Montgomery. 

Noes,  32. 

Buddo 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Cadman 

McKenzie, 

J.      Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell 

McKenzie, 

R.    Smith,  G.  J. 

Carroll 

MoLachlan        Stevens 

Collins 

McNab 

Tanner 

Crowther 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Earnshaw 

Millar 

Ward 

Flatman 

Mills 

Willis. 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Parata 

Hall 

Lang 

Pinkerton 
Paibs 

Hogg. 

For 

Against. 

Allen 

Pirani 

Button 

Duncan 

Green 

Reeves 

Hutchison,  G. 

Houston 

Mitchelson 

Lawry 

MoGuire 

Larnaoh 

Stout. 

Mackintosh. 

Majority  against,  21. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved  to  strike  out 
"  £20,"  with  the  view  of  inserting  "  £15." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  •  £20 '  be  retained." 


Ayes,  29. 

Buddo 

Hogg 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Cadman 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Carroll 

McNab 

Tanner 

Collins 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Crowther 

Millar 

Ward 

Flatman 

Mills 

Willis. 

Hall 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Hall- Jones 

'  Pinkerton 

Earnshaw 

Harris 

Seddon 
Noes,  12. 

Morrison. 

Bell 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buick 

McLachlan 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

Montgomery 

Buchanan 

Fraser 

O'Regan 

Massey. 

Heke 

Majority  for,  17. 
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Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Perfumed  spirits  and  Cologne- water :  £1 10s. 
the  liquid  gallon." 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert,  "£l  Is.  the 
liquid  gallon  till  February,  1896,  and  there- 
after," before  "  £1  10s." 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  it  was  objectionable 
to  put  duties  on  for  a  certain  number  of 
months,  as  it  disturbed  trade.  They  ought  to 
have  some  explanation  of  the  reason,  and  also 
of  the  reason  for  so  great  an  advance. 

Mr..  WARD  said  it  was  in  accordance  with 
the  arrangement  made  when  they  were  on  the 
clauses  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  that  already  enor- 
mous orders  had  gone  Home  with  regard  to 
essences,  and  there  would  in  consequence  be 
large  consignments  landed  before  the  new 
year.  He  thought  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was 
making  a  mistake. 

Mr.  WARD  said  what  was  proposed  ap- 
peared to  be  necessary  in  order  to  enable  this 
class  of  trade  to  be  carried  on.  In  any  case 
they  got  in  the  meantime  the  old  duty,  which 
was  21s.  per  gallon. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that  before  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  proposed  duty  there  would  still  be 
time  to  write  Home  and  get  supplies.  The 
difference  of  9s.  per  gallon  was  such  that,  in 
order  to  get  in  supplies  before  the  increased 
duty  was  to  take  effect,  the  market  would  be 
swamped  for  some  years.  Such  a  departure 
as  this  was  altogether  unusual,  and  would 
seriously  affect  the  revenue.  They  might  bring 
in  a  temporary  amount  of  revenue  to  the 
Treasury  by  the  importing  of  these  goods,  but 
for  some  years  afterwards  there  would  be  no 
revenue  from  this  source.  There  would  be  im- 
mense shipments  in  the  next  few  months,  which 
would  supply  the  trade  for  four  or  five  years. 
The  proposal  was  so  devoid  of  common-sense 
that  he  could  not  understand  it. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  if  he  correctly  understood 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  say  that,  while  under 
olause  9  he  proposed  to  levy  an  excise  duty  of 
20s.  per  liquid  gallon  on  perfumed  spirit,  he  was 
going  to  allow  foreign  perfumed  spirit  to  be 
imported  at  a  Customs  duty  of  21s. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  put  in  the  exoise,  and 
in  consequence  of  being  there  it  was  put  in  the 
sohedule. 

Mr.  BELL  understood  that,  as  there  would 
be  no  excise  before  the  1st  of  February,  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposed  to  retain  the 
present  Customs  duty  on  perfumed  spirit  and 
Cologne-water  until  that  date. 

Mr.  WARD  said  Yes. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  it  was  an  improper 
proposal,  as  against  the  public  and  in  favour  of 
the  importer. 

Words  inserted,  and  item  as  amended  agreed 
to. 

"  Tobacco-pipes  and  -cases,  cigar-  and  ciga- 
rette-holders and  cases,  cigarette-papers  and 
-cases :  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem.*' 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  had  received  a  communica- 
tion with  reference  to  this,  and  it  was  pointed 
out  to  him  there  was  an  increase  of  from  15  to 
25  per  cent.    This  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very 


heavy  increase.  It  was  also  pointed  out  to  him 
by  the  retailers  that  they  would  not  be  able 
to  charge  the  increased  duty  to  the  consumer, 
and  it  meant,  therefore,  they  were  'to  lose  so- 
much  of  their  profit,  which  he  was  also  in- 
formed was  already  out  down  to  a  low  point. 
He  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty  from  2S* 
per  cent,  to  20  per  cent. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  '£25  per  cent.'  stand  part  of  the  sche- 
dule." 

Ayes,  34. 
Buddo  Lang  Pinkerton 

Buiok  Maslin  Seddon 

Cadman  McGowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell  McKenzie,  J.     Stevens 

Carroll  McKenzie,  R.    Tanner 

Collins  MoLachlan       Thompson,  T. 

Crowther  McNab  Ward 

Earnshaw  Meredith  Willis. 

Flatman  Millar 

Hall  Montgomery  Tellers. 

Hall- Jones         Morrison  Harris 

Hogg  Parata  Mills. 


Nobs,  11. 

Bell 

Mackenzie, 

T.   Russell,- W.  R 

Buchanan 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

Newman 

Fraser 

Heke 

O'Regan 
Pairs. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

For. 

Against. 

Duncan 

Button 

Houston 

Hutchison,  G. . 

Larnach 

McGuire 

Lawry 

Mitchelson 

Mackintosh 

Stout 

Pirani 

Allen 

Reeves. 

Green* 

Majority  for,  23. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 
Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved  to  report  progress. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  22. 

Bell 

Heke 

O'Regan 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buddo 

Mackenzie,  T.    Smith,  G.  J. 

Buick 

Maslin 

Tanner. 

Crowther 

McNab 

Duthie 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Montgomery 

Earnshaw 

Hall-Jones 

Newman 
Noes,  21. 

Massey. 

Cadman 

McKenzie,  B 

,.    Stevens 

Carroll 

MoLachlan 

Thompson,  T^ 

Flatman 

Meredith 

Ward 

Hall 

Mills 

Willis. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Parata 

Collins 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Pinkerton. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Paibs. 

For. 

Against, 

Allen 

Pirani 

Button 

Duncan 

Green 

Reeves 

Hutohison,  G. 

Houston 

Digitized  by 

Google 

1895.]         Customs  and  Excise        [HOUSE.] 


Duties  Bill. 


469 


McGuire  Larnaoh 

Mitchelson  Lawry 

Stout.  Mackintosh. 

Majority  for,  1. 
Motion  agreed  to,  and  progress  reported. 
.  The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  24th  September,  1895. 

Public  Accounts  Committee  —  Customs  and  Excise 
Duties  Bill. 


Mr.   Speakeb  took    the  chair  at   half-past 
two  o'clock. 
Prayjcbs. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Chairman  of  this  Com- 
mittee was  absent  owing  to  ill-health,  and  two 
other  members  wore  also  absent.  He  desired 
to  move  the  addition  of  three  -members  to  the 
Committee,  so  that  it  might  go  on  with  its  im- 
portant work.  With  the  leave  of  the  House,  he 
would  move,  That  Mr.  Larnach,  Mr.  Hogg,  and 
Mr.  Button  be  added  to  the  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTER. 

M Calendars  and  show-cards,  all  kinds:  £25 
«per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  "  £20  "  be 
substituted  for  "  £25." 

Amendment  negatived,  and  "  £25  "  retained. 

"Cardboard  boxes  complete,  or  cardboard 
-cut  and  shaped  for  boxes  (except  match-boxes) : 
£25  per  oent.  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved,  That  "  £20  "  be  substi- 
tuted for  "  £25." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
41  That  *  £25  '  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


Ayes,  39. 

<Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Buick 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Cadman 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

•Carnell 

McKenzie,  R. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

•Carroll 

McLaohlan 

Stevens 

Crowther 

McNab 

Steward 

Duncan 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Flatman 

Millar 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

Mills 

Ward 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 

Willis. 

Harris 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Pirani 

Collins 

Hutchison,  W 

Reeves 

Morrison. 

Joyce 

Noes,  21. 

Button 

Lang 

O'Regan 

Carncro88 

Larnaoh 

Pinkerton 

Duthie 

Maokenzie,  T. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Earnshaw 

Massey 

Wilson. 

Fraser 

McGuire 

Tellers. 

Graham 

Mitchelson 

Allen 

Green 

Newman 

Bell. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

For. 
Houston 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Pere. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Stout 
Buchanan 
Hutchison,  G. 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  18. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  '*  £25  "  retained. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  the  words 
"except  match-boxes"  be  struck  out.  He 
failed  to  see  why  other  industries  tbat  had  to 
use  cardboard  boxes  should  pay  25  per  cent., 
whilst  match-boxes  were  excluded. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  too  late  with  his  amendment, 
and  he  must  rule  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

Item  agreed  to. 

"  Directories  of  New  Zealand,  or  of  any  part 
thereof;  also  covers  for  directories:  £25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.1* 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  they  had  ample 
evidence  to  show  that  this  work  could  not  be 
turned  out  in  the  colony  in  the  time  necessary 
to  prepare  the  directories.  It  was  a  distinct  tax 
on  information  which  was  useful  to  the  colony. 
He  moved,  That  the  whole  line  be  struck  out. 
We  had  not  the  machinery  yet  to  do  the  work. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  the  honourable 
member  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  we  oould 
not  turn  out  these  directories.  He  moved,  That 
the  words  "  also  covers  for  directories "  be 
struck  out.     We  could  not  produce  these. 

Mr.  LARNACH  would  like  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  explain  why  this  duty  had  been  raised 
from  nothing  to  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  reason  was  that  there 
had  been  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  persons 
getting  up  directories  to  send  the  matter  away 
to  be  printed.  They  got  the  money  for  the  ad- 
vertisements in  the  colony,  and  sent  the  matter 
to  be  printed  outside.  It  was  thought  the 
country  should  derive  the  benefit  from  the 
wages  being  paid  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  hoped  the  item  would  be 
divided  in  two,  so  as  to  take  covers  separately. 
He  had  received  a  telegram  from  Messrs.  Stone, 
Son,  and  Co,,  stating  that  cover-making  could 
not  be  done  here  except  at  exorbitant  rates. 
Considering  the  smallness  of  our  population, 
the  country  had  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  di- 
rectories that  were  turned  out  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  statement  that  these 
covers  oould  not  be  made  in  this  country  was 
incorrect.  He  had  been  advised  to  the  same 
effect,  but,  on  making  inquiry,  he  found  that 
was  not  the  case.  He  was  not  prepared  to  give 
way  on  this  item. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  Committee  must 
first  deal  with  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  Directories  of  New  Zealand,  or  of  any 
part  thereof." 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  there  was  a  still  larger  firm 
for  the  printing  of  directories  than  that  of 
Stone,  Son,  and  Co.,  although  he  admitted 
that  Stone,  Son,  and  Co.  turned  out  excellent 
work.  It  was,  however,  necessary  to  import 
special  type  for  suoh  work,  as  there  was  not 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  capital  letters  in  any 
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printing  establishment  to  do  the  work  in  rea- 
sonable time.  The  Government  should  not  be 
led  to  put  on  this  heavy  duty  by  the  misre- 
presentations of  those  interested  in  the  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  these  capital 
letters,  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce,  could  be  obtained  in  London  for 
Is.  6d.  per  pound;  and  it  would  be  a  mere 
bagatelle  for  a  firm  with  any  capital  behind  it 
to  import  a  few  tons  of  type  for  use  in  print- 
ing a  directory.  The  book,  which  he  thought 
cost  the  publio  £2,  was  printed  by  a  special 
firm  in  London  called  Kelly  and  Co.,  while 
there  were  firms  in  the  colony  which,  with  six 
months'  notice,  could  undertake  the  compila- 
tion of  this  directory. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said  there  were  firms  in  New 
Zealand  that  could  set  up  a  directory  without 
sending  Home  to  London  for  any  material  at 
all. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said,  at  present  there  were  no 
firms  with  sufficient  men  in  their  employ  to  do 
this  class  of  work,  but  they  could  soon  get  the 
services  of  hundreds  of  men  in  the  colony  who 
were  out  of  work,  and  who  would  be  only  too 
glad  to  get  a  chance  of  doing  this  work.  He 
did  not  think  that  people  in  the  colony  should 
be  allowed  to  get  their  work  done  at  sweating 
rates  at  Home  without  paying  duty. 

Mr.  ALLEN  admitted  he  had  not  expert 
knowledge  of  this  subjeot,  but  he  had  received 
information  on  it  from  reliable  sources.  He 
denied  altogether  that  Kelly  and  Co.  were  a 
sweating  firm.  It  was  a  firm  that  was  in  a 
specially  suitable  position  for  producing  direc- 
tories. Advertisements  were  secured  in  Eng- 
land for  these  directories,  and  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction was  thereby  reduced  in  a  manner  that 
would  not  be  done  if  they  were  printed  in  the 
colony.  Without  these  advertisements  the 
cost  of  production  would  be  vory  greatly  in- 
creased. The  proposed  increase  of  duty  was 
abnormal,  and  unworthy  of  the  House. 

The  Committee  divided  on  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie's 
amendment. 

Ayes,  42. 


Buddo 

Hogg 

Parata 

Buick 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Reeves 

C ad  man 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Carncross 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carroll 

Maslin 

Stevens 

Collins 

McGowan 

Steward 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tanner 

Dunoan 

McNab 

Thompson,  T. 

Earnshaw 

Meredith 

Ward 

Flatman 

Millar 

Willis. 

Graham 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Montgomery 

Pirani 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Harris 

Nobs,  17. 

Bell 

Larnach 

Pinkerton 

Button 

Massey 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  R. 

Wilson. 

Fraser 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

Green 

Newman 

Allen 

Lang 

0' Regan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Mr.  Allen 

For. 
Houston 
Lawry 
Mackintosh 
Pere. 


Paibs. 


Against, 
Stout 
Buchanan 
Hutchison,  G- 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  25. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  "  Direc- 
tories of  New  Zealand  or  any  part  thereof" 
retained. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved  to  strike  out 
tbe  words  "  also  covers  for  directories." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 


Ayes,  34. 

Buick 

Joyco 

Seddon 

Cadman 

Kelly.  J.  W. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Collins 

McNab 

Steward 

Crowther 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

Mills 

Ward 

Flatman 

Montgomery 

Willis. 

Graham 

Parata 

Hall-Jones 

Pirani 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Reeves 

Buddo 

Hogg 

Russell,  G.  W 
Noes,  20. 

Tanner. 

Allen 

Lang 

O'Regan 

Bell 

Larnach 

Pinkerton 

Carncross 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Russell,  W.  U. 

Duthie 

Massey 

Wilson. 

Earnshaw 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

FraRer 

Morrison 

Button 

Hutchison,  W 

Newman 
Pairs.' 

Green. 

For 

Against. 

Houston                      Stout 

Lawry 

Buchanan 

Mackintosh                 Hutchison,  G. 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  14. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Supplements  for  New  Zealand  newspapers ; 
also  stereotypes  and  matrices:  £25  per  cent. 
ad  valorem." 

Mr.  MEREDITH  pointed  out  that  this  was 
a  new  impost,  and  he  could  not  understand 
why  it  was  levied.  These  supplements  con- 
tained a  great  deal  of  useful  and  educational 
matter,  and  if  they  were  taxed  in  this  way  it 
meant  that  a  large  number  of  country  news- 
papers  would  be  crippled,  which  were  largely 
indebted  for  their  existence  to  the  circulation 
of  the  information  contained  in  them.  He 
moved,  That  the  item  be  struck  out. 

Major  STEWARD  pointed  out  that  suoh  sup- 
plements could  be  and  were,  beyond  doubt,, 
prepared  in  New  Zealand;  and  there  was  no 
reason  whatever  why  the  duty  should  not 
remain. 

Mr.  BUDDO  considered  that  these  supple- 
ments were  valuable  to  country  newspapers, 
and  was  inclined  to  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said  that  supplements  were 
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prepared  in  New  Zealand.  The  office  of  the 
Opposition  paper  in  Wanganui  turned  out  a 
very  good  supplement  which  was  supplied  to 
various  places.  He  did  not  consider  that  the 
imported  supplements  contained  anything  of 
an  educational  class  of  matter. 

Mr.  G.  W.  EUSSELL  pointed  out  that  the 
item  referred  not  only  to  supplements,  but  to 
stereotypes  and  matrices,  which  it  would  be 
improper  to  put  on  the  free-list.  So  far  as  the 
supplements  were  conoerned  that  were  turned 
out  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney  with  patent- 
medicine  advertisements  in  many  cases  cover- 
ing half  a  page,  they  were  of  no  value  to  the 
people,  and  had  no  information  useful  to  New 
Zealand.  These  stereotypes  and  matrices  com- 
peted unfairly  against  offices  in  this  colony 
where  men  were  paid  the  current  rates  for 
setting  up  type.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
stand  by  the  duty. 

Mr.  PIRANI  thought  the  item  should  be 
retained,  as  being  a  tax  on  luxuries. 

Mr.  HOGG  thought  it  was  taxing  not  a  luxury, 
but  a  very  useful  commodity.  It  was  a  tax  on 
knowledge.  A  more  obnoxious  tax  could  not 
be  imposed.  Country  papers  could  not  produce 
their  own  supplements,  as  they  could  not  afford 
to  employ  the  necessary  additional  labour. 
These  supplements  contained  some  of  the  most 
valuable  matter  that  had  ever  been  written, 
and  they  were  a  very  useful  method  of  dis- 
tributing knowledge. 

Mr.  REEVES  could  not  indorse  the  opinion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  that 
this  was  a  tax  on  luxury.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  would  point  out  that  arsenic  and  strychnine 
were  the  only  poisons  on  the  free-list,  and 
they  should  not  be  added  to  by  the  addition 
of  these  supplements.  As  a  rule,  these  sup- 
plements consisted  of  extracts  from  "Texas 
Sittings "  and  "The  Arkansas  Bowie-knife," 
mixed  with  recipes  for  cookery  which,  if  carried 
out,  would  sweep  away  the  population  of  the 
colony  as  by  a  pestilence.  It  was  quite  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  if  they  were  shut  out  the 
country  newspapers  would  be  obliged  to  go  to 
the  large  centres  to  obtain  supplements,  where 
they  would  be  printed  by  trade-unionists  at 
top  wages.  In  many  cases  these  supplements 
were  neither  imported  nor  prepared  in  the 
large  centres,  but  were  prepared  in  second- 
class  towns  where  trade- union  wages  did  not 
obtain.  The  quality  of  the  imported  supple- 
ments was  notoriously  of  the  lowest  charac- 
ter, and  their  contents  had  no  special  interest 
in  New  Zealand;  whereas  the  New  Zealand 
supplements  could  be  and  were  prepared  very 
cheaply. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  could  not  agree  that 
these  supplements  should  be  admitted  free, 
seeing  that  there  were  numbers  of  printers  and 
compositors  walking  about  the  streets  idle. 

Mr.  BELL  asked,  were  these  supplements 
brought  in  already  printed  as  a  paper,  or  was 
the  stereotype  or  matrix  brought  in  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  both  were  brought  in. 

Mr.  BELL  understood  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation had  said  the  supplements  were  printed 
in  the  colony  after  the  arrival  of  the  matter. 


Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  came  in  printed. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL,  as  a  sample  of  these 
supplements,  read  to  the  House  certain  verses 
of  poetry  contained  in  a  supplement  to  a  paper 
which  he  said  was  published  not  many  hun- 
dreds of  miles  from  Pelorus  Sound. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  'Supplements  for  New  Zea- 
land newspapers '  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 
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Majority  against,  5. 

Words  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  *  stereotypes  and  matrices:  £25  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,'  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Ayes,  88. 
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Pairs. 


For. 

Against. 

Houston 

Stout 

Lawry 

Buchanan 

Mackintosh 

Hutchison,  G. 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  17. 

Words  retained,  and  item  as  amended  agreed 
to. 

"  Printed  matter  relating  to  patent  or  pro- 
prietary medicines,  trade- catalogues,  price-lists, 
and  fashion- plates  for  firms  or  persons  in  the 
colony:  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  whether  this  item  meant 
that  the  trade-catalogues  of  English  firms  sent 
to  the  colony  would  he  taxed.  He  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  "for"  before  the  word 
"firms,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "of  the  goods  of,"  so  as  to  make  the 
clause  apply  only  to  the  goods  of  firms  or 
persons  carrying  on  business  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  accept  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  the  cata- 
logues of  Webb  and  Sons  and  Sutton,  seed- 
merchants,  came  into  this  colony  in  large 
numbers,  and  were  circulated  broadcast,  thus 
unfairly  oompeting  with  the  local  seed  firms. 
The  amendment  would  exclude  these  cata- 
logues from  coming  under  the  duty.  Other 
firms  trading  in  the  colony  had  to  do  all  their 
printing  in  the  colony.  One  seed  firm  in 
England  had  its  printing  done  there  for  the 
whole  world,  and  had  an  unfair  advantage  over 
the  local  firms  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that  the  remarks 
of  the  last  speaker  were  in  the  direction  of 
•'  protection  run  mad."  It  would  be  absurd  to 
say  that  the  English  seedsmen  should  not  be 
allowed  to  send  out  to  the  colony  their  beauti- 
ful illustrated  catalogues  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  what  their  seeds  will  produce.  The 
local  firms  had  not,  probably,  the  necessary 
machinery  for  producing  the  class  of  work  re- 
ferred to. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  would  point  out  that  many 
of  these  catalogues  were  of  the  most  elaborate 
character,  and  should  not  be  charged  duty. 
He  was  glad  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  agreed 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  HQTCHISON  thought  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  any  English  firm  sending 
out  catalogues  to  its  customers,  but  what  was 
objected  to  was  their  sending  out  two  thousand, 
three  thousand,  or  five  thousand  catalogues  for 
circulation  broadcast  throughout  the  colony, 
and  thus  taking  an  unfair  advantage  of  the 
local  printing  firms. 

Mr.  BUDDO  pointed  out  that  the  circulars 
relating  to  seeds  only  treated  of  seeds  not 
grown  in  the  colony,  and  therefore  oould  not 
possibly  be  printed  in  the  colony. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

"  Paper,  wrapping — viz.,  blue  candle,  glazed 
cap,  glazed  casings,  small  hand,  lumber  hand, 
and  tissue :  6s.  the  hundredweight." 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  the  duty  be 


reduoed  to  5s.  per  hundredweight.  This  was  a 
heavier  duty  than  under  the  tariff  of  1888,  and 
would  prove  a  heavy  tax  on  some  industries  in 
the  colony.  The  paper-bag  makers  wanted  to 
get  their  material  in  free  of  duty,  and  he  was 
also  informed  that  the  **  glazed  casings  "  were 
not  produced  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said,  although  the  "glazed 
oasings  "  could  be  produced  in  the  colony  quite 
equal  to  the  English  glazed  casings,  the  duty 
of  6s.  per  hundredweight  proposed  was  really 
excessive.  It  amounted  to  over  50  per  cent,  of 
the  cost  of  the  paper.  Five  shillings  was  a 
very  fair  protection  for  the  local  paper-manu- 
facturers, and  he  should  support  the  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

"  Paper,  wrapping,  other  kinds,  including 
brown,  cartridge,  and  sugar  papers :  5s.  the 
hundredweight." 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  duty  on  brown  paper 
had  been  raised  from  4s.  to  5s.  He  con- 
sidered the  former  duty  was  ample  protection, 
and  he  moved,  That  the  item  "brown  paper" 
be  removed  into  a  separate  line,  and  the  duty 
reduced  to  4s. 

Mr.  WARD  could  not  accept  the  amendment, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  brown  paper  was 
being  made  in  the  colony  from  flax,  tussock, 
et  cetera.  It  was  excellent  paper,  and  a  duty 
of  4s.  would  not  be  sufficient  to  encourage  the 
industry.  Honourable  members  must  recog- 
nise that  if  they  wished  to  build  up  industries 
in  the  colony  they  must  give  them  a  reason- 
able amount  of  assistance  for  a  time. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  there  was  some 
reason  in  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  said. 
The  Mataura  paper-mills  and  the  Water  of 
Leith  mills  were  able  to  make  excellent  paper, 
but  they  could  not  make  the  common  paper. 
A  class  of  very  common  paper  was  coming  into 
the  colony,  and  cutting  out  the  local  article. 
The  local  mills  had  not  the  material  or  the  ma- 
chinery to  enable  them  to  produce  this  common 
paper,  but  they  produced  an  artiole  which  was 
much  better  than  the  imported. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  was  asking  the  House  to  tax  the 
whole  population  for  the  sake  of  the  few.  The 
fact  was  that  the  local  industry  of  paper-manu- 
facture had  reached  to  considerable  dimensions 
in  more  than  one  part  of  the  colony  under 
the  former  rate  of  duty  of  4s.  He  would 
divide  the  Committee  if  he  could  get  any  one 
to  assist  him  in  getting  a  reduotion  upon  this 
item. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  thought  that  in  all 
instances  increased  duty  meant  an  increase 
of  taxation.  That  was  a  most  illogical  position 
to  take  up.  He  could  show  that  under  the 
system  which  had  been  adopted  here  we  were 
able  to  get  a  paper  made  in  the  colonies  at  £18 
a  ton,  for  which  we  were  previously  charged 
£26,  and  for  which  one  would  still  be  charged 
£26  if  one  imported  it  from  Home. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure 
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to  testify  to  the  superior  quality  of  New-Zea- 
land-made brown  paper  over  most  of  the  im- 
ported article.  He  had  been  an  importer  for 
many  years,  but,  owing  to  the  superior  quality 
of  the  New- Zealand-made  paper,  he  had  dis- 
continued importing.  He  thought,  however, 
there  was  no  need  for  the  increased  duty  of  Is., 
because  the  New- Zealand-made  paper  was  able 
to  hold  its  own.  If  they  were  able  to  produce 
this  class  of  paper  in  the  colony,  as  they  were 
now  doing,  at  £18  a  ton,  he  did  not  think  they 
required  an  increased  duty,  because  he  was 
satisfied  they  could  not  import  paper  of  the 
same  quality  from  England  at  the  same  price. 
'  In  the  oase  of  the  paper  he  formerly  imported, 
the  expenses  increased  the  original  cost  by 
nearly  100  per  cent. 

Major  STEWARD  said  the  New  Zealand 
paper-mills  deserved  encouragement  for  several 
reasons.  They  utilised  a  lot  of  the  waste  pro- 
ducts of  the  colony,  which  otherwise  would  be 
turned  to  no  account;  they  afforded  employ- 
ment to  a  large  number  of  persons  ;  and  the 
artioles  which  they  produced  were  really  better 
than  those  which  were  imported  from  England, 
because  they  were  made  of  more  honest  stuff. 
The  proposal  to  increase  the  duty  was,  he 
thought,  a  very  fair  and  right  one,  and  the 
Committee  would  do  well  to  agree  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

The  Committee  divided. 
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Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Houston  Stout 

Mackintosh  Hutchison,  G. 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Reeves.  Green. 

Majority  for,  18. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  hoped  the  Colonial  Trea- 
«urer  would  agree  to  make  cartridge-paper  for 
the  manufacture  of  drawing-books  free  of  duty. 


Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  put  it  in  the  free- 
list. 

Item  agreed  to. 

"Stationery,  manufactured  —  namely:  Ac- 
count-books ;  manuscript  books ;  billhead,  in- 
voice, and  statement  forms ;  printed  or  ruled 
paper ;  counter-books ;  cheque  and  draft  forms ; 
tags ;  labels ;  blotting-pads ;  sketch-books ;  copy- 
books; drawing- books ;  book-covers;  copying 
letter- books ;  manifold  writers;  albums  (othe 
than  for  photographs) ;  diaries ;  birthday- 
books  ;  plain  or  faint-lined  ruled  books 
printed  window-tickets  ;  printed,  lithographed 
or  embossed  stationery;  and  Christmas,  New 
Year,  birthday,  and  Easter  cards;  and  book- 
lets :  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved,  That  "  sketch- 
books "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 
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Tanner. 


Montgomery 
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Thompson,  R. 

Tellers. 
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Houston 
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Reeves. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Stout 

Hutchison,  G. 
Te  Ao 
Green. 


Majority  for,  10. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  moved,  That  "  copybooks  " 
be  struck  out.  This  was  a  matter  that  affected 
every  family  in  New  Zealand.  This  duty  might 
be  a  benefit  to  a  few  manufacturers,  but  the 
removal  of  the  duty  would  be  a  greater  advan- 
tage to  the  public. 

Mr.  WILLIS  thought  that,  considering  the 
enormous  expenditure  that  some  of  the  manu- 
facturers in  the  colony  had  gone  to  in  producing 
copy  books  particularly  applicable  to  the  schools 
of  the  colony,  they  should  allow  this  duty  te 
remain.  This  industry  gave  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  people. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  would  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Thames.     He  did  not  think  local  firms  had 
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succeeded  in  turning  out  the  class  of  copy- 
book that  had  been  produced  at  Home  by  Vere 
Foster.  The  proposed  duty  would  mean  an 
extra  halfpenny  on  each  book.  He  spoke  on 
behalf  of  127,300  children  in  the  colony,  and 
therefore  must  resist  the  imposition  of  a  duty. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  the  Tariff  Commission 
had  taken  a  quantity  of  evidence  on  the  com- 
parisons instituted  between  the  imported  aud 
the  colonial  article,  and  it  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  colonial  manufacturers  were  ham- 
pered by  an  impost  of  15  per  cent,  on  paper. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  agreed  that  they  could  not 
produce  as  perfect  an  article  in  the  colony  as 
they  could  at  Home,  where  improvements  were 
continually  being  made.  The  colony  should, 
he  thought,  have  the  benefit  of  those  improve- 
ments. He  did  not  think  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  children  should  be  taxed  for 
the  benefit  of  two  manufacturers. 

Mr.  HALL  would  vote  for  placing  copybooks 
on  the  free-list.  Though  education  in  the 
colony  was  free,  a  poor  man  had  a  great  deal 
to  pay  for  in  the  way  of  school  material  for  his 
children. 

Mr.  HOQG  hoped  no  tax  would  be  placed  on 
school  requisites.  •  As  a  member  of  different 
School  Committees  his  experience  had  been 
that  there  was  no  comparison  between  the 
colonial  and  the  imported  copybooks. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  "copybooks" 
struck  out. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That "  drawing- 
books  "  be  struck  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOGG  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  diaries." 

Mr.  WARD  said  that,  as  he  had  not  stood  in 
the  way  of  at  least  two  reductions,  honourable 
members  seemed  to  have  run  away  with  the 
idea  that  he  was  going  to  give  way  upon  every- 
thing. Diaries  were  manufactured  in  this  coun- 
try equal  to  the  imported  articles,  and  were 
sold  at  a  very  reasonable  rate.  They  should 
look  at  these  matters  in  a  reasonable  way.  He 
did  not  object  to  what  had  been  done ;  but  it 
was  the  first  time  these  things  had  been  free 
since  1888. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  this  was  a  form 
of  protection  to  which  he  was  decidedly  op- 
posed. No  material  made  in  the  colony  was 
used  for  this  purpose,  and  what  was  proposed 
was  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  for  pasting  paper 
together  that  had  been  imported  into  the  colony. 
A  bookbinder  in  Christchurch  had  asked  for 
50  per  cent,  duty,  and  had  admitted  that  he  did 
not  use  in  his  business  a  single  thing  that  was 
produced  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  that  while  there  was 
only  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  articles  manufac- 
tured by  the  engineering  trade,  and  numerous 
exemptions  granted,  it  was  proposed  to  protect 
this  industry  to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent,  when 
.  ully  half  the  work  was  done  outside  the  colony. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  pointed  out  that  the 
cost  of  the  paper  used  for  diaries  did  not  repre- 
sent more  than  15  per  cent,  of  the  total  cost  of 
the  books.  He  considered  this  industry  should 
be  protected,  for  the  reason  that  the  diaries 
Mr.  Meredith 


compiled    in  New  Zealand    had  information 
adapted  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  PIRANI  thought  this  ought  not  to  be 
dealt  with  as  a  question  of  protection  and  free- 
trade.  This  was  not  a  protective  tariff,  and 
was  not  intended  to  be.  It  was  a  tariff  to  get 
revenue,  and  the  members  of  the  Opposition 
had  said  over  and  over  again  that  that  was  so ; 
and  it  was  wrong  to  attempt  to  knock  off  the 
duty  on  different  articles  under  the  guise  of 
free-trade.  Those  who  used  diaries  could  well 
afford  to  pay  for  them,  and  could  afford  to  pay 
this  duty  far  better  than  the  consumers  of  tea 
could  afford  to  pay  the  duty  on  that  article.  If 
they  knocked  the  duties  off  luxuries  they  would 
simply  be  putting  a  heavier  load  upon  those 
who  had  to  pay  duties  on  necessaries. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  if  illuminated  cards 
used  in  Sunday  schools  were  included  in  this 
item. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  No ;  they  were  free. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
cost  of  producing  diaries  was  expended  on  work 
done  in  the  colony.  The  cost  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial was  a  mere  trifle. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved,  That  the  words- 
11  birthday  books "  be  struck  out.  He  could 
not  conceive  why  these  books  had  been  se- 
lected as  an  object  for  taxation.  They  were 
generally  filled  with  the  gems  of  celebrated 
poets  and  authors,  were  usually  presented  to 
young  people,  and  they  had  a  refining  and 
educating  influence. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  one  of  the  objects  in  revising, 
the  tariff  was  to  remove  obnoxious  duties,  and 
this  was  certainly  one,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  taken  off. 

Mr.  TANNER  supported  the  retention  of  the 
duty.  These  were  clearly  not  articles  by  any 
means  indispensable. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  *  birthday  books'  stand  part- 
of  the  schedule." 


Ayes,  27. 

Buddo 

MoLachlan        Smith,  E.  M. 

Cam  ell 

McNab               Stevens 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith            Steward 

Harris 

Mills                   Thompson,  T. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Morrison            Ward 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata                Willis. 

Lang 

Pinkerton                  Tellers. 

La  wry 

Pirani                 Smith,  G.  J. 

McGowan 

Russell,  G.  W.  Tanner. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Nobs,  20. 

Buchanan 

Graham             Newman 

Buick 

Hall                   Russell,  W.  R. 

Button 

Hogg                  Thompson,  R. 

Carncross 

Hutchison,  W.  Wilson. 

Duthie 

Mackenzie,  T.           Tellers. 

Earn  sh  aw 

Maslin                Allen 

Flatman 

Montgomery      Massey. 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Carroll 

Fraser 

Houston                      Stout 

Larnach                     0 'Regan 

.    Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 

1895.]         Customs  and  Excise        [HO  U  BE.] 


Duties  Bill. 

Paibs. 

For. 

Against. 

Carroll 

Fraser 

Houston 

Stout 

Larnach 

O'Regan 

Mackintosh 

Hutchison,  G. 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Reeves 

Green 

Seddon. 

Mitchelson. 
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Mackintosh  Hutchison,  G. 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Reeves  Green 

Seddon.  Mitchelson. 

Majority  for,  7. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained.t 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  "Christ- 
mas, New  Year,  birthday,  and  Easter  cards" 
be  omitted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 


Buddo 

Camel  1 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hogg 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lang 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Button 

Cam  cross 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 


Ayes,  32. 
Lawry 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pinker  ton 

Noes,  15. 
Fraser 
Massey 
McGuire 
Montgomery 
Newman 


Pirani 

Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Tanner. 


Russell,  W.  R. 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Mackenzie,  T. 


For. 
Carroll 
Houston 
Larnach 
Mackintosh 
Pere 
Reeves 
Seddon. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Fraser 
Stout 
O'Regan 
Hutchison,  G. 
Te  Ao 
Green 
Mitchelson. 


Majority  for,  17. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 
Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  "  book- 
lets  "  be  admitted  free. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  word  'booklets'  stand  part  of  the 
schedule." 

Ayes,  26. 


Buddo 

Lang 

Parata 

Camel  1 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Flatman 

McGowan 

Pirani 

Graham 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward 

Hall-Jones 

McLachlan 

Thompson,  T. 

Harris 

McNab 

Ward. 

Hogg 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Mills 

Russell,  G.  W 

Kelly,  W. 

Morrison 
Noes,  16. 

Tanner. 

Buick 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Button 

Maslin 

Wilson. 

CarncroBS 

Massey 

Duthie 

McGuire 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

Montgomery 

Allen 

Fraser 

Russell,  W.  R 

Newman. 

Majority  for,  10. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

"  Stationery  and  writing-paper  not  otherwise 
enumerated :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem."     . 

Mr.  BUDDO  moved,  That  "£20  per  cent."  be 
struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting  "JB15 
per  cent."  in  lieu  thereof.  That  was  the  old 
tariff  rate,  and  he  was  distinctly  averse  to  the 
writing-paper  of  the  poor  being  taxed  anything 
further.  It  was  a  small  matter,  and  he  saw 
no  necessity  for  putting  additional  taxation  on 
writing-paper,  especially  of  this  character. 

The  Commitcee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"That  * £20 '  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


Crowther 

Flatman 

Harris 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Lawry 


Buick 

Fraser 

Hall-Jones 

Lang 

Maslin 

Massey 


Ayes,  19. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Millar 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Smith,  G.  J. 

Noes,  15. 
McGuire 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
O'Regan 


Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Mills 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Russell,  W.  R. 
Thompson,  R. 

Tellers. 
Buddo 
Button. 


For. 
Carroll 
Houston 
Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 
Pere 
Seddon. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Allen 
Stout 

Hutchison,  G.. 
Buchanan 
Te  Ao 
Mitchelson. 


Majority  for,  4. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Bicycles,  tricycles,  and  the  like  vehicles,, 
also  finished  or  partly-finished  or  machined  parts 
of  same,  not  otherwise  enumerated,  including 
weld  1  ess  steel  tubing  cut  to  short  lengths  :  £20- 
per  cent,  ad  valorem." — Agreed  to. 

"Cartridges  (shot),  10-  to  24-bore :  8s.  the 
hundred." 

Mr.  BUICK  moved,  That  "  3s."  be  struck  out,, 
with  the  view  of  inserting  "  8d."  in  lieu  thereof. 
His  object  was  to  bring  this  article  back  to* 
the  original  duty.  He  noticed  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  increasing  the  duty  enormously. 
If  th is  increase  of  duty  were  put  on  purely  to 
catch  the  sportsman  he  would  not  mind,  but  it 
would  interfere  materially  with  a  class  of  busi- 
ness which  was  very  important  in  the  country.. 
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He  meant  that  of  the  unfortunate  rabbiter. 
These  cartridges  were  just  as  necessary  to  the 
carrying-on  of  his  vocation  as  a  pair  of  sheep- 
shears  were  to  the  shearer.  Therefore  they  were 
practically  taxing  the  means  by  which  the  rab- 
biter gained  his  livelihood.  It  was  also  a  very 
high  protection  duty,  introduced,  he  believed,  in 
the  interests  of  a  manufacturer  in  Auckland. 
'The  Government  anticipated  gaining  an  addi- 
tional revenue  of  £500  from  this  increase,  which 
went  to  show  that  the  duty  was  not  imposed 
for  revenue  purposes. 

Mr.  WARD  hoped  the  House  would  not 
assent  to  the  amendment.  A  very  large  indus- 
try for  the  supply  of  these  and  similar  articles 
hud  been  established  at  enormous  expense  in 
the  northern  portion  of  the  colony.  It  em- 
ployed a  large  number  of  people,  and  so  far  had 
'received  no  assistance  from  this  country.  It 
could  not  continue  to  carry  on  with  anything 
like  ordinary  profit  unless  a  reasonable  amount 
of  support  was  given  under  the  tariff.  Consider- 
ing that  the  Volunteers  were  exempted  entirely 
so  far  as  cartridges  were  concerned — they  did 
•not  come  under  this— he  thought  it  was  only 
fair  to  extend  some  help  to  this  local  enterprise. 
Until  the  country  was  far  more  thickly  popu- 
lated budding  industries  would  have  to  receive 
•  a  certain  amount  of  assistance  from  the  State. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 
If  carried,  a  most  important  industry  would  be 
•destroyed,  and  a  large  number  of -people  would 
be  thrown  out  of  employment. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  that  a  duty  of 
3s.  per  hundred  on  cartridges  was  altogether 
excessive.  At  the  same  time,  the  amount 
^proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wairau 
was  rather  too  low,  and,  if  negatived,  he  would 
move  that  the  duty  be  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  WILLIS  also  considered  that  the  pro- 
posed duty  was  excessive.  The  Home  cost  of 
•cartridges  suitable  for  shooting  rabbits  was 
from  4s.  to  5s.  per  hundred,  and  a  duty  of  3s. 
per  hundred  meant  protection  to  the  extent  of 
nearly  75  per  cent.  He  would  move  as  a  further 
amendment,  if  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  was  lost,  to  make  the 
•duty  Is.  6d.  On  cartridges  oosting  4s.  per  hun- 
dred that  would  mean  40  per  cent,  protection. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  wished  to  point  out  that,  far 
from  the  new  duty  of  3s.  yielding  an  additional 
•revenue  of  £500  a  year,  as  was  stated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairau,  it  was  more 
likely  to  lead  to  the  revenue  being  decreased,  as 
'the  importation  would  cease  by  reason  of  the 
duty  being  made  prohibitive.  It  was  therefore 
absurd  for  the  Treasurer  to  speak  of  the  duty 
being  protective.  How  could  any  duty  be  pro- 
tective and  at  the  same  time  yield  revenue  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  evidence  was  given 
before  the  Tariff  Commission  by  the  manager 
of  the  Auckland  cartridge  -  factory  that  the 
•cost  of  cartridges  was  6s.  per  hundred— he  re- 
ferred to  the  imported  cartridges — while  the 
: selling-price  of  the  local  factory  they  were  pro- 
posing to  support  was  considerably  less  than 
that.  He  did  not  think  that  the  fear  of  some 
honourable  members,  that  the  cost  of  cart- 
ridges for  rabbit-shooting  would  be  increased, 
Mr.  Buick 


would  be  realised :  on  the  contrary,  it  would 
be  likely  to  be  less  than  before  the  duty  was 
raised,  and  he  gathered  that  from  the  evidence 
given  by  the  manager  of  the  Auckland  factory. 
If  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  were  given  effect  to,  it  simply 
meant  that  the  cartridges  might  as  well  be 
allowed  to  come  in  duty-free,  as  the  invoiced 
value  of  many  cartridges  was  so  small — that 
was,  so  far  as  rendering  assistance  to  the  local 
industry  was  concerned. 

Mr.  TANNER  mentioned  that  the  subject  of 
the  national  defence  was  bound  up  in  the  ques- 
tion of  assisting  the  local  cartridge  -  factory. 
The  House  ought  to  ask  itself  the  question, 
whether  it  was  not  advisable  to  assist  in  the 
establishment  of  an  industry  which  might  not 
only  prove  advantageous  to  the  oolony,  but  at 
some  time,  perhaps  in  the  immediate  future, 
be  found  absolutely  indispensable  to  its  very 
existence.  It  was  proved  to  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion that  promises  had  been  held  out  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  Auckland  factory  by  succes- 
sive Governments  of  assistance  to  his  factory, 
but  up  to  the  present  those  promises  had  not 
been  kept.  Efforts  had  been  made  by  im- 
porters to  crush  the  industry  by  importing 
cartridges  at  a  very  low  price,  so  low  that  they 
were  sold  without  profit, — a  form  of  competition 
not  unknown  to  other  pioneers  in  manufactur- 
ing,— and  he  therefore  hoped  the  House  would 
give  it  such  assistance  as  would  place  it  on  a 
satisfactory  footing. 

Mr.  BUDDO  was  afraid  that  the  question 
would  have  to  be  dealt  with  apart  from  the 
view  of  protection,  on  account  of  the  preva- 
lence of  the  rabbit-pest.  He  would  suggest  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairau  that  an  ad 
valorem  duty  would  suit  his  purpose  best,  be- 
cause the  cartridges  for  rabbit-shooting  pur- 
poses would  be  of  inferior  quality,  and  would 
be  imported  at  lower  rates  than  the  more  highly 
finished  sporting  cartridges. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  there  was  suoh  a  thing  as 
encouraging  one  industry  to  the  disadvantage 
of  another,  and  that  was  the  view  to  take  of 
the  proposed  duty.  They  had  at  the  present 
time  to  cope  with  a  terrible  evil  in  the  shape  of 
the  rabbit- pest,  and  representing,  as  he  did,  a 
rabbit-ridden  part  of  the  oolony,  he  must  say 
that  it  would  be  most  impolitic  to  raise  the 
duty  on  cartridges.  They  were  simply  taking 
away  from  the  settlers  the  opportunity  they 
now  had  of  getting  rid  of  the  rabbits.  He 
hoped  the  duty  would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  rose  to  support  the  con- 
tention of  the  honourable  member  for  Wairau 
in  regard  to  the  neoessity  of  cheap  cartridges 
for  dealing  with  the  rabbit-pest.  The  rabbit 
nuisance  in  the  North  Island  was  infinitesimal 
compared  with  what  it  was  in  the  South  Island. 
It  had  cost  the  Government  thousands  of  pounds 
in  suppressing  the  rabbits  in  that  Island.  The 
question  of  the  national  defence  in  connection 
with  this  matter  had  been  raised,  but  they 
had  at  their  doors  an  enemy — the  rabbit — far 
more  dangerous  than  the  Chinese  or  Japanese 
were  ever  likely  to  be.     With  regard  to  the 
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industry  which  had  heen  established  in  Auck- 
land, honourable  members  all  desired  to  see  a 
new  industry  established,  and  to  encourage  it ; 
but  he  would  point  out  to  the  House  that  the 
materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cartridges 
in  the  Auckland  factory  were  all  imported.  He 
did  not  think  they  should  bolster  up  an  in- 
dustry like  that  at  the  expense  of  the  general 
taxpayer.  He  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairau. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  the  fact  was,  so  far  as 
taxation  was  concerned,  they  were  called  upon 
by  this  proposal  to  subsidise  this  small  factory 
at  Auckland  to  the  extent  of  £4,000.  As  had 
been  pointed  out,  all  the  materials  used  in  this 
factory  were  imported.  Then,  this  factory,  he 
understood,  gave  employment  to  little  beyond  a 
number  of  juveniles  at  low  wages.  It  was  most 
undesirable  to  put  this  proposed  burden  upon 
the  people,  and  especially  upon  a  number  of 
people  engaged  in  rabbiting.  He  did  not  think 
the  Treasurer  could  offer  any  argument  which 
would  justify  a  commodity  of  this  sort  being 
taxed  to  this  extent.  The  whole  proposition 
was  to  his  mind  entirely  indefensible,  and  he 
trusted  the  Committee  would  agree  with  him 
that  the  duty  ought  to  be  reduced. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  might  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  had  been  a  very  large  outlay 
of  money  in  establishing  the  factory  at  Auck- 
land, and  it  would  simply  mean  ruin  to  the 
proprietors  if  the  industry  were  not  oarried  on. 
Some  honourable  members  fancied  that  if  this 
duty  were  imposed  it  would  increase  the  price 
of  ammunition.  He  felt  certain  that  it  would 
not  do  so.  Hitherto  the  factory  had  been  able 
to  hold  itsown  against  the  imported  article,  but 
now,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Avon,  persons  abroad  were  proposing  to 
ship  large  quantities  of  very  cheap  ammunition 
to  this  colony  with  the  intention  of  strangling 
this  young  industry.  The  factory  in  Auck- 
land gave  employment  to  a  very  large  number 
of  hands.  He  had  seen  from  sixty  to  eighty 
persons  at  work  in  the  factory,  and  when  the 
establishment  was  in  full  work  it  employed  a 
hundred  hands.  It  turned  out  a  capital  article. 
It  was  stated  by  some  honourable  members 
that  the  proposed  duty  would  have  a  serious 
effect  upon  those  engaged  in  destroying  rabbits. 
He  felt  sure,  however,  that  the  price  of  ammu- 
nition would  not  be  dearer  in  the  future  than  it 
had  hitherto  been.  He  trusted  the  Committee 
would  seriously  consider  the  matter,  and  would 
not  do  anything  which  would  strangle  an 
industry  which  was  giving  employment  to  a 
great  number  of  persons  of  both  sexes. 

Major  STEWARD  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  was  op- 
posed to  this  duty  on  the  ground  that  it  might 
interfere  with  the  abatement  of  the  rabbit 
nuisance.  He  (Major  Steward)  represented  a 
part  of  the  country  where  the  rabbit  nuisanoe 
was  particularly  rife.  He  might  point  out, 
however,  that  they  did  not  kill  rabbits  with 
cartridges ;  they  killed  them  with  poison,  and 
stoats  and  weasels.  For  one  rabbit  that  was 
shot  there  were  a  hundred  poisoned.    To  bring 


forward  such  an  argument  as  that  submitted  "by 
the  honourable  member  was  utterly  ridiculous. 

Mr.  WARD  suggested,  as  a  compromise,  that 
the  duty  should  be  2s.  instead  of  8s. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Chairman  of  the 
Tariff    Commission    stated  that   in    the  part 
of  the  country  that  the    honourable   gentle- 
man came  from   they  poisoned  the  rabbits ; . 
but  in  the  district  which  he  (Mr.  Buchanan)  • 
represented  they  poisoned    them,  shot  them,, 
and  tried  to    get    rid  of    the    pest  by  every 
possible  means  in  their  power.    The  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  T.  Thomp- 
son) told  the  Committee  that  a  large  sum  of 
money  had  been  invested  in  the  establishment 
of  an  ammunition  factory,  that  from  sixty  to  • 
eighty  hands  were  employed  in  it,  and  that,  un- 
less this  duty  was  imposed,  a  heavy  loss  would 
accrue  to  the  people  interested.    He  would  ask, 
what  was  the  sum  invested  in  that  factory, 
as  compared  with  the  amount  that  had  been 
invested  in  land  and  stock?     It  was  a  mere 
bagatelle ;  and  what  claim  could  the  proprietors 
of  that  factory  have  to  get  the  duty  increased 
by  two  or  three  times  what  it  was?    None- 
whatever.    The  imposition  of  this  duty  meant* 
an  injury  to  the  best  interests  of  the  colony,  and 
a  pandering  to  little  knots  of  people  throughout, 
the  colony  who  pulled  the  strings  and  seemed  < 
to  have  got  the  ear  of  the  Government.    He 
hoped   the   Committee  would  throw   out  the- 
proposed  increase. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  in  his  part  of  the 
country  they  could  only  poison  rabbits  for  two  - 
or  three  months  of  the  year,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  shoot  them  as  well,  as  there  was  rocky, . 
scrubby  country  that  no  dog  could  deal  with 
them  in.     There  should  be  two  classes  of  am- 
munition :  one  class  for  sportsmen,  which  should  i 
be  charged  duty,  and  another  class  for  rabbit- 
ing, which  should  be  actually  free.    The  Go- 
vernment were  losing  from  £20,000  to  £50,000; 
a  year  through  this  rabbit-pest  in  the  shape  of* 
revenue,  and  in  paying  a  number  of  agents  who 
harassed  the  settlers  all  the  year  round,  and 
compelled  them  to  put  men  on  to  shoot  when 
they  found  the  rabbits  on  their  property,  which* 
was  a  very  heavy  tax  upon  them.    The  rabbits 
were  increasing  from  South  Canterbury  north- 
wards,  and  from  the  north  southwards,  and 
eventually  they  would  meet.    The  more   en- 
couragement   that   was   given   for   people  to  • 
shoot  rabbits  the  better,  as  it  would  take  them* 
longer  to  cover  the  country  as  they  had  done  • 
further  south.     This  ammunition  factory  had . 
got  a  fair  footing  under  the  old  tariff,  and  there 
was  no  good  reason  why  they  should  get  any 
further  protection. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  there  was  no  jus- 
tification for  the  rate  of  duty  proposed  to  be 
levied  on  cartridges.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City  had  stated  that  some 
eighty  hands  were  employed  in  the  ammunition 
factory,  but  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  made  up  the 
number  as  being  only  thirty  females  and  ten 
males,  and  that  was  a  long  way  short  of  eighty. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  seen  the 
number  he  had  mentioned  repeatedly  employed  i 
in  this  factory 


Digitized  by  LjOOQLC 


478 


Customs  and  Excise 


[HOUSE.] 


Duties  Bill. 


[Sept.  24 


Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  that  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  proteobion  had  been  already 
extended  to  this  industry.  He  altogether  ob- 
jected to  this  rate  of  duty. 

Mr.  LAWRY  denied  the  statement  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  that  there  were  only  seven  or  eight 
people  engaged  in  the  industry  in  Auckland. 
The  evidence  taken  before  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion showed  that  there  were  at  least  140.  He 
knew  that  a  firm  in  England  used  to  send 
•  out  their  cartridges  to  the  colony  at  a  loss  in 
order  to  try  to  kill  the  local  industry,  and  he 
thought  it  was  time  to  put  a  stop  to  that  sort 
of  thing.  It  had  been  stated  that  this  duty 
would  be  against  the  rabbiters ;  but  when  he 
was  Chairman  of  the  Stock  Committee  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  on  this  subject  tended 
to  show  that  the  shooting  of  rabbits  rather  in- 
creased than  mitigated  the  evil.  There  was 
very  little  else  used  in  the  destruction  of 
rabbits  than  poisoning,  dogs,  and  trapping. 
This  testimony  was  borne  out  by  the  squatters 
he  had  met  when  engaged  as  a  member  of  a 
Commission  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the 
rabbit-fences  in  Marlborough  and  North  Can- 
terbury. The  cartridge  -  factory  would,  no 
doubt,  nourish,  no  matter  what  the  Committee 
might  do,  bub  he  asked  that  justice  should  be 
meted  out  to  it. 

Mr.  PRASE R  said,  if  the  House  continued 
to  put  on  purely  protective  duties  suoh  as  this, 
they  would  be  establishing  vested  rights  on  the 
part  of  manufacturers.  If  the  duty  were  re- 
duced in  the  future,  the  manufacturer  would 
very  likely  demand  compensation.  He  noticed 
a  sentence  in  the  Tariff  Commission's  report 
which  showed  that  the  directors  of  the  Colonial 
Ammunition  Company  were  relying  on  a  pro- 
mise made  some  years  ago  to  the  effect  that 
this  industry  would  be  protected. 

Mr.  SEDDON  believed  that  if  encouragement 
were  given  to  the  Colonial  Ammunition  Com- 
pany there  would  be  an  absolute  reduction  in 
the  price  of  cartridges,  so  that  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  the  colony  for  the  factory  to  con- 
tinue. It  was  a  most  important  thing  to  be  in- 
dependent of  importation.  As  to  the  promise 
held  out  to  the  Colonial  Ammunition  Company 
gome  five  years  ago,  he  believed  the  Government 
acted  very  properly  in  the  action  they  took  to 
foster  this  industry.  The  only  question  seemed 
to  be  as  to  whether  or  nob  the  amount  proposed 
was  too  high.  The  previous  duty  was  certainly 
too  low  to  give  the  factory  sufficient  encourage- 
ment, and  he  thought  that,  instead  of  debating 
the  matter  further,  they  should  come  to  a 
division,  and  fix  what  the  amount  should  be. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  thought  that  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  that  the  duty 
should  be  2s.  per  hundred,  would  fix  an  amount 
that  was  still  too  high.  It  might,  he  thought, 
be  reasonable  to  fix  the  amount  at  Is.  6d.  As 
to  the  number  of  hands  employed  in  the  fac- 
tory, it  appeared,  from  the  evidence  before  the 
Commission,  and  also  from  the  returns  of  the 
Inspector  of  Factories,  that  the  number  em- 
ployed was  forty  —  thirty  females  and  ten 
males.     The  evidence  also  showed  that  the 


principal  work  was  that  of  filling  imported 
cartridges.  Considering  the  small  character  of 
the  industry,  the  proposed  charges  were  too 
heavy.  As  to  the  argument  that  the  supply 
might  be  required  for  defence,  and  should  be 
obtainable  within  the  colony,  the  main  lines  of 
defence  for  the  oolony  must  be  the  navy,  the 
torpedo  boats  and  mines,  and  the  guns  at  the 
different  ports. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  thought  they  should  look  at 
this  from  a  wider  point  of  view  than  as  a  mere 
industrial  question.  It  was  important  that 
they  should  be  in  such  a  position  that  ammu- 
nition could  be  prepared  within  a  short  space 
of  time  within  the  colony. 

Mr.  REEVES  thought  the  Committee  would 
agree  with  him  that  if  they  could  agree  to  a 
compromise  and  get  to  a  division  it  should  be 
done.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  suggested 
that  2s.  should  be  accepted  instead  of  3s.  He 
was  prepared  to  go  a  step  further — to  split  the 
difference,  and  accept  Is.  6d.,  if  they  could  see 
their  way  to  come  to  a  division. 

Major  STEWARD  thought  the  suggestion  of 
the  Minister  would  get  rid  of  the  difficulty. 
The  matter  was  not  one  that  really  affected  the 
question  of  the  rabbit  nuisance.  For  every 
rabbit  destroyed  by  shot  he  believed  that  three 
or  four  hundred  rabbits  were  destroyed  by 
poison,  traps,  or  dogs.  He  should  vote  with  the 
Minister,  but  thought  that  if  he  had  not  given 
way  he  could  have  got  the  duty  as  proposed. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  seen  the 
number  of  hands  employed  as  mentioned  by 
him,  and  the  decrease  in  the  number  was  easily 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  market  was 
being  flooded  by  ammunition  being  poured  in 
from  England  and  America  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  this  struggling  industry. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  the  only  way  of  destroy- 
ing rabbits  in  rough  country  was  by  shooting 
them.  He  thought  that  less  duty  should  be 
charged^  on  the  lower-class  ammunition  than 
was  cha'rged  on  that  of  better  quality. 

Mr.  fiUICK  asked  if  the  Minister  was  pre- 
pared to  classify  these  cartridges. 

Mr.  REEVES  thought  that  a  fair  reduction 
had  been  suggested,  and  he  should  adhere  to  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  protested  in  the  strongest 
manner  against  the  imposition  of  a  duty  of 
Is.  Cd.  In  his  district  a  very  large  amount  of 
ammunition  was  used  in  the  destruction  of  rab- 
bits, and  his  experience  was  that  cartridges, 
and  not  muzzle-loading  guns,  were  most  gene- 
rally used.  No  justification  had  been  shown 
for  this  heavy  duty.  He  would  point  out  that 
the  money  invested  in  the  Auckland  ammuni- 
tion factory  was  so  invested  on  the  basis  of  the 
8}d.  duty. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  the  Minister  had  met 
the  matter  very  fairly,  but  he  would  suggest 
the  advisability  of  a  differential  duty.  The 
difference  as  between  the  price  of  the  lower 
and  the  higher  quality  of  cartridges  was  4s. 
to  7s.  He  thought  the  duty  might  be  made 
25  per  cent.,  under  which  the  former  quality, 
which  were  used  by  rabbiters,  would  be  charged 
Is.  Id. ;  and  the  latter,  which  were  used  by 
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sportsmen  who  perhaps  could  afford  to  pay 
more,  would  be  Is.  lOd. :  the  amount  yielded  to 
the  revenue  would  be  about  the  same  as  that 
contemplated  under  the  present  proposal. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  was  glad  the  Minister  saw 
his  way  to  accept  a  reduction  to  Is.  6d.,  though 
he  would  like  to  see  the  duty  still  further  re- 
duced to  Is. 

Figure  "3s."  struok  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  *  8d.'  be  inserted." 


Ayes,  23. 

Allen 

Green 

McNab 

Bell 

Hall 

Meredith 

Buchanan 

Hall-Jones 

Newman 

■Carncross 

Larnach 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Duncan 

Maokenzie,  T. 

Wilson. 

Duthie 

Maslin 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

Massey 

Buick 

Flatman 

McGuire 
Noes,  38. 

O'Kegan. 

Buddo 

Lang 

Beeves 

*Cadman 

Mackintosh 

Kussell,  G.  W 

Oarnell 

McGowan 

Sod don 

Collins 

McKenzie,  R. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther 

McLachlan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

-Graham 

Millar 

Stevens 

Harris 

Mills 

Steward 

Heke 

Mitch  el  son 

Tanner 

Hogg 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  R. 

Hutchison,  W 

Morrison 

Willis. 

Joyce 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Lawry 

Kelly,  VV. 

Pirani 
Pairs. 

Thompson,  T. 

Foi 

Against. 

Fraser 

McKenzie,  J. 

Hutchison,  G.            Carroll 

Stout 

Houston 

Te  Ao.{ 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  15. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved,  That  "  9d."  be  in- 
serted. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  press  the  amendment,  as  it 
would  not  be  carried.  He  suggested  that  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  would  be  a  fair  thing.  It 
was  unfair  to  make  these  cartridges  pay  the 
same  rate  as  the  higher-class  ones. 

Mr.  WARD  had  pointed  out  previously  it  was 
desirable  to  have  a  rate  per  hundred,  because 
there  was  a  very  cheap  class  of  cartridges  which 
were  imported  into  the  colony,  and  a  75-per- 
oent.  rate  would  prevent  their  coming  in.  He 
had  suggested  a  duty  of  2s.  the  hundred  by  way 
of  a  oompromise,,and  since  then,  in  his  absence, 
his  colleague  had'  agreed  to  Is.  6d.  a  hundred  as 
a  fair  thing.  He  would  therefore  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  agree  to  Is.  6d.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers pressed  the  9d.  he  would  stick  to  his  2s. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved,  That  •«  Is."  be  in- 
serted. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Bell 

Buick 

Carncross 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Green 

Hall-Jones 

Heke 


Ayes,  28. 
Hogg 
Larnach 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 


McGuire 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 


Newman 
O'Regan 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Thompson,  R. 
Wilson. 

Tellers.- 
Buchanan 
Duncan. 


Noes,'  33 
Buddo  Lang.  Reeves 

Button  Lawry  Seddon 

Cadman  Mackintosh        Smith,  E.  M 

Carnell  McGowan  Stevens 

Carroll  Millar  Steward 

Collins  Mills  Tanner 

Crowther  Mitchelson        Ward 

Graham  Montgomery      Willis. 

Harris  Morrison  Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W.  Parata  Russell,  G.  W. 

Kelly,  J.  W.       Pirani  Thompson,  T. 

Kelly,  W. 

Pairs, 
For.  A  gains U 

Fraser  McKenzie,  J.     . 

Mackenzie,  T.  Hall 

Stout  Houston 

Te  Ao.  Pere. 

Majority  against,  5. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  "  Is.  6d."  be  in- 
serted. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  36. 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Button 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Cadman 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Oarnell 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Carroll 

Millar 

Steward 

Collins 

Mills 

Tanner 

Crowther 

Mitchelson 

Thompson,  T. 

Hail 

Montgomery 

Ward 

Harris 

Morrison 

Willis. 

Hutchison,  W 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Pirani 

Kelly,  W. 

Reeves 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Lang 

Noes,  27. 

Bell 

Hal  I- Jones 

Meredith 

Buchanan 

Heke 

Newman 

Buick 

Hogg 

O'Regan 

Carncross 

Larnach 

Russell,  W.  R 

Dunoan 

Massey 

Thompson,  R. 

Duthie 

McGuire 

Wilson. 

Earnshaw 

McKenzie,  R 

Tellers. 

Flatman 

McLachlan 

Allen 

Graham 

McNab 

Fraser. 

Green 

Pairs. 

For. 

Against. 

Houston                      Stout 

McKenzie,  J.              Mackenzie,  T. 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for, 

9. 
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Amendment  agreed  to,  and  ."  la.  6d."  in- 
serted, and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Cartridge-cases  :   Is.  3d.  tbe  hundred.'* 
.Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  why  tbe  duty  had 
been  raised  from  15  per  cent.,  which  was  equal 
to  5d.  the  hundred.     He   moved,  That  the 
duty  be  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  common  practice  was 
for  empty  cartridge-cases  to  be  imported,  and 
filled  with  powder  here.  Surely  it  was  right 
to  give  the  industry  a  modicum  of  protection 
by  imposing  a  duty  on  empty  cartridge- cases. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  thought  the  proposal  to  re- 
duce the  duty  to  15  per  cent,  was  a  reasonable 
one. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  if  it  was  proposed  to  keep 
the  duty  on  cartridge-cases  at  Is.  3d.  when  the 
duty  on  loaded  cartridges  had  been  reduced  to 
ls.6d. 

Mr.  WARD  said  Yes. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  seemed  a  very  grotesque 
thing  to  do. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  would  be  utterly  im- 

S  ossicle  to  load  the  cartridges  here,  with  this 
uty. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Cadman 

AXJSS,     TOO. 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Camel  I 

Millar 

Stevens 

Carroll 

Mitch  el  son 

Steward 

Orowther 

Morrison 

Thompson,  T. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Parata 

Willis. 

Kelly,  W. 

Pirani 

Tellers. 

Lawry 

Reeves 

Harris 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 
Noes,  36. 

Mills. 

Bell 

Heke 

Newman 

Buddo 

Hogg 

O'Regan 

Buick 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Pinkerton 

Carncross 

Lang 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Duncan 

Larnach 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Duthie 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Earnshaw 

Massey 
McGuire 

Tanner 

Flatman 

Thompson,  R. 

Fraser 

MoLachlan 

Wilson. 

Graham 

MoNab 

Tellers. 

Green 

Meredith 

Allen 

Hall 

Montgomery 

Buchanan. 

Hall- Jones 

PAIB8. 

For.  Against. 

Houston  Stout 

McKenzie,  J.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Pere.  Te  Ao. 

Majority  against,  18. 
"  Is.  3d."  struok  out. 

On  the  question,  That  "  15  per  cent."  be  in- 
serted, 

Mr.  WARD  asked  if  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  would  agree  to  make  it  "  lOd. 
the  hundred." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  9d.  would  be  a  fair 
compromise,  but  he  would  agree  to  withdraw 
his  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr.  FLATMAN  moved.  That  «•  9d. "  be  in- 
serted. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

"  Cartridges  not  otherwise  enumerated :  £2& 
per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved,  That  "  £15  "  be  substi- 
tuted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  That '  £20 '  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


Ayes,  35. 

Buddo 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Cadman 

Mackintosh 

Reeves 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Crowther 

McLachlan 

Steward 

Hall 

McNab 

Tanner 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T» 

Harris 

Mills 

Ward 

Hogg 

Mitchelson 

Willis. 

Hutchison,  W 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Morrison 

Pirani 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 
Noes,  24. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Bell 

Heke 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Buick 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Carncross 

Larnach 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duncan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Thompson,  R. 

Duthie 

Massey 

Wilson. 

Earnshaw 

MoGuire 

Tellers. 

Flatman 

Newman 

Allen 

Graham 

O'Regan 

Buchanan. 

Green 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Houston                      Stout 

McKenzie,  J.               Fraser 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  11. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Cash-registering  machines :  £10  per  cent. 
ad  valorem" 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  this  item  be 
struok  out.  Type-writers  were  put  in  the  free* 
list,  and  why  should  these  machines  not  be 
placed  there  also  ?  The  machines  could  not 
possibly  be  made  here. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
would  agree  to  strike  out  the  item.  These  were 
exceedingly  useful  machines,  and  they  were  not 
manufactured  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  was  originally  20  per 
oent.  It  was  reduced  to  10,  and  now  some- 
honourable  members  wanted  to  have  it  put  on 
the  free-list.  It  was  put  on  for  the  purposes  of 
revenue.  The  importer  of  these  machines  had 
written  to  him  to  say  that  this  10  per  cent,  was 
a  fair  impost. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Coffin  furniture :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 
— Agreed  to. 

14  Copying-presses :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 
— Agreed  to. 

" Firearms,  all  kinds:  £20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem." — Agreed  to. 
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"  Gasometers,  and  other  apparatus  for  pro- 
ducing gas :  £10  per  cent,  ad  valorem" 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved,  That  the  item  be  struck 
oat.  These  had  never  been  taxed  before,  and 
no  reason  had  been  shown  why  they  should  be 
taxed  now. 

Mr.  BELL  asked,  Why  were  gas-engines 
transferred  to  the  free-list,  and  electrio  engines 
not  treated  in  the  same  way  ? 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  was  sorry  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  not  stuck  to  the  original  20  per 
cent.  This  was  a  matter  in  which  the  em- 
ployment of  adult  labour  was  concerned,  and 
therefore  the  duty  should  be  imposed. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That '  £10  per  cent,  ad  valorem '  stand  part  of 
the  schedule." 


Ayes,  42. 

Buddo 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pirani 

Buiok 

Kelly,  W. 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Larnaoh 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Carnoross 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Carnell 

Mackintosh 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

MoLaohlan 

Stevens 

Duncan 

McNab 

Steward 

Flatman 

Meredith 

Thompson,  R. 

Graham 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

Montgomery 

Ward. 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Parata 

Earnshaw 

Hogg 

Pinkerton 

Tanner. 

Hutchison,  W 

Nobs,  18. 

Bell 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Duthie 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Green 

Newman 

Allen 

Heko 

O'Regan 
Pairs. 

Wilson. 

For 

Against. 

Houston                      Stout 

McKenzie,  J.              Button 

Pere. 

Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  29. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Machinery,  electrio,  and  appliances :  £10 
per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  BELL  moved,  That  the  word  "  lighting" 
be  inserted  after  the  word  "  electric."  He  did 
this  with  a  view  of  placing  electric-lighting 
machinery  on  the  same  footing  as  gas-engines, 
and  he  did  not  think  this  duty  should  apply 
to  all  electrio  machinery.  Engines  which  were 
constructed  for  the  transmission  of  electricity 
should  be  placed  on  the  free-list.  There  was  no 
electric  machinery,  he  thought,  manufactured 
in  the  colony. 

Mr.  WARD  could  not  aooept  the  amendment. 
This  duty  was  put  on  for  revenue  purposes. 
Electric-lighting  machinery  could  not  be  placed 
in  the  same  position  as  gas-engines.  In  fact, 
a  gas-engine  might  be  used  for  driving  an  elec- 
tric motor.  He  did  not  agree  that  there  was 
no  electric  machinery  made  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  this  was  a  fair 
duty,  which  would  equally  be  the  means  of 
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raising  revenue  and  giving  assistance  to  the 
industry. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  that  every  en- 
couragement should  be  given  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  new  power,  instead  of  placing  a 
prohibitive  duty  upon  it.  He  therefore  hoped 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  would  be  carried. 

Mr.  PIRANI  also  thought  electric  engines 
should  be  placed  on  the  free-list.  Eleotricity 
was  a  generating  power  they  ought  to  endea- 
vour to  encourage  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  the  whole  line  should 
be  struck  out,  as  this  would  be  putting  a  tax 
on  one  of  the  greatest  forces  to  be  used  in  the 
future  in  connection  With  mining  and  other 
industries.  , 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  mining  machinery  on 
the  free-list  would  include  electrio  mining 
machinery.  , 

Mr.  WARD  said  electric  machinery  for  mining 
purposes  would  be  free.  The  Solicitor-General 
had  ruled  that  all  machinery  for  mining  pur- 
poses was  free. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  know  if  refri- 
gerating machinery  was  free. 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes. 

Item  agreed  to. 

"  Iron  fencing- wire,  plain  or  barbed :  Is.  per 
hundredweight." 

Major  STEWARD  said  he  had  himself 
moved  on  the  Tariff  Commission  that  this  item 
should  be  admitted  duty-free,  and  the  Commis- 
sion had  so  recommended.  Tlie  Commission 
desired,  without  interfering  with  the  revenue 
of  the  country,  to  assist  in  the  promotion  of 
settlement.  People  who  took  up  country  would 
necessarily  have  to  fence  it  with  wire,  either 
plain  or  barbed.  The  proposal  of  the  Treasurer 
was  to  bring  the  duty  on  fencing-wire  down  to 
one-half.  He  did  not  think  that  reduction  was 
sufficient,  and  believed  they  would  largely  help 
the  settlement  of  the  country  if  the  settlers 
could  have  their  fencing- wire  absolutely  duty- 
free. Even  though  this  meant  a  loss  of  £14,000, 
be  was  prepared  to  show  the  Treasurer  other 
directions  in  which  more  than  the  lost  revenue 
could  be  obtained,  and  he  did  not  feel  that  in 
moving  this  amendment  he  was  in  any  way 
embarraflsing  the  finances  of  the  colony.  He 
moved,  That  the  item  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Treasurer 
had  made  two  statements,  which  showed  that 
under  £6,000  was  collected  from  this  item. 
The  import  returns  for  1893  showed  that  the 
amount  imported  that  year  was  £5,997.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion if  the  duty  were  removed  altogether  from 
fencing- wire,  which  was  what  tools  of, trade 
were  to  other  workmen. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  pointed  out  that  the 
figures  for  1894  as  regarded  the  importation  of 
fencing-wire  were  £9,761.  This  was  a  direct 
tax  on  the  industry  of  the  settlers,  and  it  was 
most  absurd  and  illogioal  that  they  should 
advance  cheap  money  to  settlers  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  pay  taxation  levied  in  this  way. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  this  was  a  proposal 
to  place  a  heavy  tax  on  by  far  the  most  import- 
ant industry  in  the  country,  and  he  hoped  the 
Treasurer  would  realise  the  great  importance 
of  this  item  to  settlers,  and  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  was  as  anxious  as  any 
one  to  reduce  the  duty  on  anything  used  by  the 
producers  of  the  oountry,  but  he  could  only 
point  out  that  if  the  House  carried  proposals 
of  this  sort  he  would  have  to  ask  it  to  remove 
from  the  free-list  a  number  of  articles  it  was 
proposed  to  admit  free.  He  asked  honourable 
members  to  recognise  that  they  were  giving  on 
the  free  list  concessions  to  settlers  on  various 
items  of  between  £20,000  and  £25,000.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  accept  the  amendment 
proposed,  as  ne  could  not  afford  to  give  away 
the  amount  of  revenue  involved.  There  had 
been  a  concession  already  of  Is.  on  barbed 
wire,  and  it  was  desirable  to  place  fencing-wire 
at  the  same  rate.  He  was,  therefore,  bound  to 
oppose  this  amendment.  If  it  were  carried  he 
certainly  would  have  to  ask  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  other  items  that  were  on  the  free-list, 
with  the  object  of  making  them  dutiable,  in 
order  to  make  up  any  loss  on  this  item. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  did  not  think  there  was 
any  use  cavilling  about  this  at  all.  They  had 
got  a  reasonable  remission  in  having  barbed 
wire  placed  at  Is.  the  hundredweight,  and  they 
ought  to  aocept  the  duty  proposed  for  fencing- 
wire.  If  the  Treasurer  had  proposed  to  increase 
the  duty  he  would  have  opposed  it ;  but,  seeing 
that  it  was  a  decrease,  he  considered  it  was 
fair. 

Mr.  PLATMAN  thought  that,  in  view  of  the 
assistance  the  country  members  had  given  on 
the  boot  duties,  they  were  entitled  to  a  further 
concession  upon  this  particular  article.  The 
concession  asked  for  only  amounted  to  £7,821, 
and  he  trusted  the  Committee  would  carry  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  also  in  favour  of 
the  remission  on  fencing-wire.  Assistance  had 
been  granted  to  the  tailors  and  bootmakers  by 
mean 8  of  protective  duties  to  encourage  their 
industries,  and  a  protective  arrangement  had 
been  made  whereby  the  matoh-makers  were  to 
get  benefits,  and  the  cigarette-makers  also  got 
a  benefit.  In  fact,  everybody  had  been  con- 
sidered except  the  person  who  worked  for  all, 
paid  for  all,  laboured  for  all,  and  suffered  for 
all— -the  farmer.  The  only  consideration  to  be 
extended  to  him  was  that  he  was  to  pay  for 
everybody  else.  All  the  farmers  asked  for  was 
a  fair  field  and  no  favour,  and  even  that  was 
not  to  be  allowed.  The  agriculturist  was  the 
person  selected  for  taxation,  and  yet  if  every- 
body else  were  swept  out  of  New  Zealand  it 
would  be  very  little  the  worse. 

Mr.  MASSEY  objected  to  this  tax  for  three 
reasons:  First,  it  was  a  class  tax;  second,  it 
was  a  tax  on  settlement ;  and  third,  it  was  a 
tax  on  the  productions  of  the  soil.  It  applied 
to  only  one  class  —  the  agriculturists  —  and 
would  be  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  persons  de- 
siring to  settle  on  the  land,  seeing  that  fencing- 
wire  was  the  thing  they  would  first  of  all  re- 
quire to  use.    While  the  farmer  had  to  send 


his  produce  to  a  market  at  the  other  end  of 
the  world  he  was  taxed  here  on  the  raw  mate- 
rial that  he  used.  He  hoped  the  Committee 
would  place  fencing-wire  on  the  free-list. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  indorsed  what  had  been  said 
by  the  two  previous  speakers.  The  Govern- 
ment professed  to  work  in  the  true  interests  of 
the  settlers,  and  to  assist  them.  Yet  this  tax 
belied  those  professions.  Those  who  wished  to 
promote  settlement  and  assist  the  farmers 
ought  to  vote  against  this  tax. 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  were  conceding  £1,900 
on  this  item  alone.  If  they  acted  on  the  ad- 
vice of  the  last  speaker,  where  was  the  revenue 
to  come  from  to  provide  for  roads  and  bridges  ? 
In  the  course  of  a  week  or  two  members  would 
be  asking  for  appropriations  for  roads  and 
bridges  in  their  several  districts,  and  if,  in  the 
meantime,  they  were  to  take  away  thousands  of 
revenue,  they  could  hardly  expect  their  wants 
to  be  met.  This  was  certainly  not  the  way 
to  advocate  or  advance  the  interests  of  the 
farmers.  Besides  conceding  £1,900  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  farmers  on  this  item,  they  had 
put  a  number  of  other  items  on  the  free-list  in 
their  interest,  and  yet  honourable  gentlemen 
wanted  to  vote  for  still  further  reductions. 
Those  who  would  disorganize  the  finances  of 
the  oountry  were  certainly  not  the  friends  of 
the  farmer.  He  was  anxious  to  assist  the 
farmers  in  every  possible  way,  but  he  was  not 
prepared  to  give  way  on  this  item. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  it  might  happen,  if  they 
knocked  out  this  duty,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  proposed  to  put  on  others,  they 
might  knock  those  out  also.  There  was  always 
beer  to  fall  back  upon.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  give  this  remission. 

Major  STEWARD  had  no  desire  to  dis- 
organize the  finances  of  the  country,  but  there 
were  three  leading  items  of  remission  recom- 
mended by  the  Tariff  Commission,  and  these 
he  supported.  One  was  free  cotton  goods, 
on  which  he  was  defeated ;  the  next  was  free 
fencing-wire,  which  he  hoped  would  be  carried ; 
the  third  was  free  salt,  which  he  intended  to 
move  for.  All  the  rest  was  mere  leather  and 
prunella.  The  Commission  recommended  re- 
missions amounting  to  £100,000,  and  additional 
duties  amounting  to  £101,000.  To  show  the 
accuracy  of  this  calculation,  he  might  say  that 
the4estimate  made  by  the  Commission  was 
referred  to  the  Customs  Department,  and  that 
department's  report  was  within  £1,600  of  the 
Commission's  calculation— upon  a  matter  of 
£1,650,000  of  revenue.  That  report  was  not 
admitted  to  be  absolutely  correct,  so  the  chief 
officer  of  the  Customs  Department  checked  the 
calculation,  and  his  report  simply  confirmed 
the  estimate  of  the  Commission,  but  gave  the 
revenue  the  benefit  by  a  further  £10,000. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  hoped  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  stick  to  the  duty  on  fenoing- 
wire.  The  farmers  were  quite  able,  to  pay  the 
duty,  but,  if  the  duty  on  this  particular  item 
was  going  to  be  remitted,  then  duties  affecting 
other  and  poorer  classes  of  the  community 
should  be  remitted  also. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  there  was  only 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.]         Customs  and  Excise        [HOUSE.] 


Duties  Bill. 


483 


one  firm  in  the  oolony  which  manufactured 
fencing-wire.  It  was  a  Dunedin  firm,  employ- 
ing, he  imagined,  but  little  labour,  and  there- 
fore, if  the  proposed  duty  were  for  protective 
purposes,  it  would  benefit  but  few  only.  If  the 
duty  were  for  revenue  purposes,  surely  it  was 
the  last  way  in  which  revenue  should  be  raised 
to  put  it  on  to  an  article  which  was  really  a 
necessity  to  the  farmer.  They  should  not 
throw  cold  water  on  the  encouragement  of 
eettlement  in  a  country  like  this  by  taxing  the 
necessaries  of  life.  He  hoped  the  duty  would 
be  struck  off. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  did  not  want  the  House 
to  think  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  remission 
of  taxation.  He  would  be  quite  willing  to  have 
the  duty  on  wire  remitted  if  it  were  a  reason- 
able reduction,  but  he  considered  that  the 
farmers  had  been  a  most  privileged  class  in 
New  Zealand.  They  got  their  implements 
free,  and  in  the  past  had  not  paid  property- 
tax  on  a  good  deal  of  their  stock.  For  these 
reasons  he  should  support  the  duty. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  had  referred  to  the 
last  statistics  in  quoting  the  figures  relating  to 
iencing-wire.  The  estimate  given  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Tariff  Commission  was  a  wrong  one, 
the  amount  received  as  duty  on  fencing- wire 
in  the  year  1893  being  £5,997,  and  in  1894 
£9,800;  whereas  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mission said  it  was  £14,000.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  the  Tariff  Commission  had 
■arrived  at  within  a  few  pounds  of  the  estimate 
•of  the  department.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  arrive  at  within  20  per  cent,  of 
the  estimate  of  the  department.  The  estimate 
Major  Steward  referred  to  was  not  approved 
•by  the  head  of  the  department ;  it  was  an  esti- 
mate obtained  from  one  of  the  subordinates  of 
the  department,  and  Mr.  Glasgow  at  once  pro- 
tested against  any  reliance  being  placed  on  it. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  agreed  with  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  that  the  settlers  had  received  con- 
siderable concessions  in  other  ways.  If  they 
took  taxation  off  the  Customs  it  meant  simply 
putting  it  on  direct  taxation — that  was,  taxa- 
tion on  the  land. 

Mr.  MASLIN  said  the  reason  he  was  going  to 
vote  for  striking  out  the  duty  on  wire  was  not 
60  much  in  the  direct  interest  of  the  farmers 
who  had  already  got  their  farms  fenced.  The 
colony  was  opening  up  land  day  by  day,  and 
those  who  went  on  the  land  very  often  were 
not  blessed  with  too  much  cash,  and  anything 
which  would  help  them  to  get  on  the  land  with 
little  expense  would  be  a  very  desirable  thing. 
The  remission  of  these  duties  would  materially 
assist  in  the  settlement  of  the  land. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  settlers  going  upon  the  land 
had  many  expenses  to  incur  and  much  hard 
work  to  perform.  He  trusted  it  would  never 
be  said  that  that  House  would  impose  suoh  a 
cruel  and,  in  his  opinion,  unjust  tax  upon  the 
farmers  as  this  proposed  duty. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  persons  going  on  the  land 
•now  had  many  advantages  compared  with  those 
possessed  by  settlers  some  years  ago.  Consider- 
ing all  the  circumstances,  he  thought  the  pre- 
sent proposals  were  very  reasonable  indeed. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  joined  issue  with 
those  who  said  that  the  settlers  in  the  country 
districts  were  getting  exceptional  advantages, 
and  tLat  therefore  it  was  right  to  impose  this 
tax  on  fenqing-wire. 

Mr.  ALLEN  maintained  that  the  condition 
of  the  settler  to-day  was  worse  than  it  was 
years  ago,  and  therefore  the  argument  was  on 
the  side  of  taking  this  duty  off  instead  of 
putting  it  on. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  it  was  a  well-known 
faot  that  the  farming  oommunity  had  not  had 
so  many  concessions  as  had  been  stated  by 
honourable  members.  He  believed  the  settler 
to-day  was  better  off  than  he  was  years  ago, 
but  it  did  not  follow  that  he  should  not  have 
remissions  of  duty  as  well  as  other  classes  of 
the  oommunity. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item  '  Iron  fencing-wire,  plain  or 
barbed :  Is.  the  hundredweight,'  stand  part  of 
the  schedule." 
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Majority  against,  4. 

Item  struok  out. 

"  Iron  pipes  and  fittings  for  same,  including 
main-oooks :  £5  per  cent,  ad  valorem" — Agreed 
to. 

"  Iron  tanks,  exceeding  200  gallons,  and  not 
exceeding  400  gallons :  10s.  each." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  this  item 
be  struck  out.  A  duty  on  tanks  in  whioh  seeds 
were  imported  added  to  the  cost  of  seeds. 
Tanks  were  chiefly  used  by  country  people, 
cities  having  water-supplies. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 
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"  Weighbridges  and  weighing-machines :  £20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem," 

Mr.  MAS8EY  moved,  That  "£20  per  cent." 
be  struck  out,  with  a  view  of  inserting  "£15 
per  cent." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  <  £20  per  cent.'  stand  part  of  the  sche- 
dule." 
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Duthie 
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Stout 

Russell,  W.  R. 
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Hutchison,  G. 
Button 
Te  Ao 
Wilson 
Green. 


Majority  for,  29. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"Woodenware  and  turnery,  not  otherwise 
enumerated,  and  veneers:  £20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem" 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  veneers."  Veneers  were  largely  used  by 
cabinetmakers  in  high-class  furniture.  They 
had  been  admitted,  so  far,  free  of  duty,  and  he 
did  not  think  the  striking-out  of  this  item 
would  materially  affect  the  revenue. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  it  was  a  fair  thing 
to  place  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  woodware 
and  turnery,  which  was  an  industry  largely 
carried  on  m  Dunedin.  Veneer,  however,  was 
the  raw  produot  used  by  the  cabinetmakers  in 
making  up  their  wares.  He  hoped  veneers 
would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  this  industry  of  making 
veneers  had  been  carried  on  at  the  Thames 
for  the  last  twenty  years.  He  thought  the 
duty  should  remain  as  proposed. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  veneered  furniture  was 
always  unsatisfactory.  It  was  simply  used  in 
older  countries  because  it  was  less  expensive. 
He  supported  the  imposition  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  they  should  enoourage 
local  industries.     There  were  most  beautiful 


woods  in  the  colony,  and  veneers  were  manu- 
factured here.  To  say  they  wanted  to  bring  in 
rosewood  or  other  veneers  while  they  had  the 
timber  that  was  to  be  found  in  the  colony  was 
a  mistake. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  believed  the  duty  on  veneers 
should  be  increased  rather  than  lowered. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  admitted  there- 
were  excellent  timbers  in  New  Zealand,  and  if 
they  were  better  than  walnut,  mahogany,  and 
rosewood  there  was  no  need  to  be  afraid  of 
imported  veneers.  The  imported  veneers  were 
used  in  combination  with  New  Zealand  woods, 
and  were  really  in  the  nature  of  raw  material. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buddo 

Carncross 

Collins 

Crowther 

Dunoan 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 


Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Allen 
Bell 

Buohanan 
Buick 


Ayes,  36. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McGowan 
McLachlan 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
Pinkerton 

Noes,  10. 
Earnshaw 
Graham 
Newman 
Russell,  W.  R. 


Russell,  G.  W» 

Seddon 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Carnell 
Smith,  E.  M. 


Tellers. 
Hall-Jones 
McNab. 


For. 
Cadman 
Carroll 
Houston 
Larnach 
Mackintosh 
McEenzie,  J. 
Parata 
Pere 
Pirani 
Reeves. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Mitchelson 
Stout 
MoGuire 
Hutchison,  G. 
Button 
Heke 
Te  Ao 
Wilson 
Green. 


Majority  for,  26. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Bellows,  other  than  forge :  £20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem." — Agreed  to. 

"  Carriage  shafts,  spokes,  and  felloes,  dressed ; 
bent  carriage-timber  not  otherwise  enumerated : 
£20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved,  That  the  duty  be  reduced 
to  15  per  cent.,  these  being  practically  raw 
material. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buddo 

Buick 

Carncross 

Carnell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 


Ayes,  S3 

Graham 

Maslin 

Hall 

McGowan 

Harris 

MoLachlan 

Hogg 

MoNab 

Hutchison, 

W.  Meredith 

Joyce 

Mills 

Kelly,  W. 

Montgomery 

Lawry 

Morrison 
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Pinkerton 

Steward 

Tellers. 

BusseJl.G.W. 

Thompson, 

T.    Flatman 

Seddon 

Ward. 

Tanner. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Noes,  11. 

Bell 

Mackenzie,  T.    Smith,  E.  M. 

Buchanan 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

O'Regan 

Allen 

lADg 

Russell,  W 
Paibs. 

.  R.  Newman. 

For. 

Against. 

Cadman 

Duthie 

Carroll 

Mitohelson 

Houston 

Stoat 

Larnach 

McGuire 

•  Mackintosh 

Hutchison  G. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Button 

Parata 

Heke 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Pirani 

Wilson 

Reeves 

Green 

Stevens. 

Millar. 

Majority  for,  22. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

M  Axle-grease,  and  other  solid  lubricants :  £20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem." — Agreed  to. 

44  Harness- oil  and  composition,  and  leather 
.dressing :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." — Agreed 
to. 

"  Oil,  kerosene,  6d.  the  gallon." 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  the  duty  be 
reduced  to  3d. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  *  6d.'  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Ayes,  23. 

Carncross  Hogg  Seddon 

Carnell  Joyce  Smith,  E.  M. 

Oollins  Kelly,  J.  W.  Thompson,  T. 

<3rowther  Maslin  Ward 

I>uncan  McLachlan  Willis. 

Praser  Meredith  Tellers. 

-Graham  Mills  Buddo 

Harris  Montgomery  Pinkerton. 

Noes,  20. 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buiok 

Flatman 

Hall-Jones 


Mackenzie,  T. 

Massey 

McGowan 

McNab 

Morrison 


Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Steward 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Earnshaw 
Newman. 


Hutohison,  W.  O'Regan 
Lang  Russell,  G.  W. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Gadsnan  Duthie 

Carroll  Mitchelson 

Houston  Stout 

Larnach  McGuire 

Mackintosh  Hutchison,  G. 

McKenzie,  J.  Button 

Parata  Heke 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Pirani  Wilson 

Reeves  Green 

Stevens.  Millar. 

Majority  for,  3. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 


"Oil,  mineral,  including  shale  waste,  or  un- 
refined mineral  oil  not  otherwise  enumerated : 
6d.  the  gallon." — Agreed  to. 

"  Oil,  linseed  :  6d.  the  gallon."— Agreed  to. 

11  Paints  and  colours,  ground  in  oil  or  turpen- 
tine:  3s.  the  hundredweight." 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  strike  out  "  3s.,"  and 
insert  "  2s.  6d." 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  was  prepared  to  move  that 
the  duty  be  reduoed  to  2s. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  astonished  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  in  a  matter  of  suoh  im- 
portance to  the  settlers,  should  propose  to  make 
the  cost  of  painting  buildings  prohibitive.  It 
was  wrong  to  do  so,  and  he  entirely  objected 
to  it. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said,  as  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer had  met  the  Committee  in  this  matter, 
they  ought  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  contended  that  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  have  the  right  to  say  whether 
they  desired  the  increase  in  the  schedule,  or 
preferred  the  duty  to  remain  as  it  was. 

Figure  "  3s."  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That « 2s.  Gd.'  be  inserted." 


Carncross 

Carnell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Joyce 

Allen 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  28. 
Maslin 
MoGowan 
McKenzie,  R. 
MoLachlan 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
Pinkerton 
Seddon 

Noes,  19. 
Lang 
Massey 
McNab 
Millar 
Newman 
O'Regan 


Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Buddo 
Lawry. 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Steward. 

Tellers. 
Earnshaw 


Russell,  G.  W.  Mackenzie,  T. 


For. 
Cadman 
Carroll 
Houston 
Larnaoh 
Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 
Parata 
Pere 
Pirani 
Reeves. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Mitohelson 
Stout 
MoGuire 
Hutohison,  G. 
Button 
Heke 
Te  Ao 
Wilson 
Green. 


Majority  for,  9. 

"2s.  6d."  inserted,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

44  Paints  and  oolours  mixed  ready  for  use  : 
6s.  the  hundredweight.' 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That "  6s."  be  struck  out, 
and  "  5s."  be  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  as  amended 
agreed  to. 
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"  Varnish,  enamelled  paints,  gold  size :  2s. 
the  gallon." 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  "  2s."  be 
struck  out,  with  the  view  of  "  Is.  6d."  being 
inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That '  2s.'  stand  part  of  the  schedule.'1 


Buddo 

Carncross 

Oarnell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

HaU 

Harris 

Joyce 

Allen 

BeU 

Buick 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  27. 
La  wry 
Maslin 
MoGowan 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
Pinkerton 

Noes,  15. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Millar 
Newman 
Russell,  G.  W. 


Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Tanner 
Ward. 
Tellers, 

Mills. 


Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Earnshaw. 


Paibs. 

For.  Against. 

Oadman  Duthie 

Carroll  Mitohelson 

Houston  Stout 

Larnach  MoGuire 

Mackintosh  Hutchison,  G. 

MoKenzie,  R.  O'Regan 

McKenzie,  J.  Button 

Parata  Heke 

Pore  Te  Ao 

Pirani  Wilson 

Reeves.  Green. 

Majority  for,  12. 
Item  agreed  to. 

"  Animals,  food  for,  of  all  kinds,  not  other- 
wise enumerated :  £20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  item 
be  added  to  the  free-list.  The  farmers  did  not 
want  this  protection.  They  wanted  free-trade 
between  the  colonies,  and  duties  of  this  kind 
were  only  irritating,  and  checked  that  most  de- 
sirable result. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  the  honourable  member 
did  not  know  what  the  farmers  wanted.    Many 
had  petitioned  for  the  duties  proposed  in  this 
•lass.    He  should  take  a  vote  upon  each  item. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  24. 


Carnell 

Millar 

Steward 

Collins 

Mills 

Tanner 

Graham 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  T 

Hall 

Morrison 

Ward 

Hogg 

Russell,  G.  W 

Willis. 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Tellers. 

MoGowan 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Harris 

MoLachlan 

Stevens 

Lawry. 

Meredith 

Noes,  20. 

Allen 

Buddo 

Carncross 

Bell 

Buick 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Hall-Jones 


Lang 

Maslin 

Massey 

McNab 

Newman 


R. 


For. 
Cadraan 
Carroll 
Houston 
Larnaoh 
Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Parata 
Pere 
Pirani 
Reeves. 


Pairs. 


Pinkerton 
Russell,  W 
Tellers. 
Buohanan 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Against. 
Duthie 
Mitohelson 
Stout 
McGuire 
Hutchison,  G. 
Button 
O'Regan 
Heke 
Te  Ao 
Wilson 
Green. 


Majority  for,  4. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Prepared  calf-meal :  £1  5s.  the  ton." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  item 
be  added  to  the  free-list.  He  oould  not  under- 
stand farmers'  representatives  voting  for  placing 
a  duty  on  food  used  for  stock. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Carnell 

Collins 

Graham 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Joyce 

Lawry 

MoGowan 

Allen 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Buddo 

Buick 

Carncross 

Crowther 


Ayes,  24. 
McLachlan 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 

Noes,  20. 
Duncan 
Earnshaw 
Flatman 
Fraser 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 


Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Montgomery 
Morrison. 


Massey 
Newman 
Pinkerton 
Russell,  W.  R. 

Tellers, 
Hall- Jones   * 
McNab. 


For. 
Cadman 
Carroll 
Houston 
Larnach 
Mackintosh 
MoKenzie,  R. 
MoKenzie,  J. 
Parata 
Pirani 
Pere 
Reeves. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Mitohelson 
Stout 
McGuire 
Hutchison,  G. 
O'Regan 
Button 
Heke 
Wilson 
Te  Ao 
Green. 


Majority  for,  4. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

11  Cattle,  horned  :  10s.  each." 

Mr.  MEREDITH  moved,  That  after  the  word 
"horned"  the  following  words  be  inserted: 
"  except  for  stud  purposes,  on  the  sworn  decla- 
ration of  the  importer." 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  hoped  the  Treasurer 
would  not  accept  the  amendment.    Ten  shil- 
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liDgs  was  a  mere  bagatelle  to  pay  on  an  animal 
worth  importing  from  England  or  the  other 
colonic*. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 
Earnshaw 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Bell 

Bnick 

Carnell 

Collins 

Growther 

Dnncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  7. 

Montgomery 
Ward. 

Noes,  29. 
Harris 
Hogg 
Joyce 
Lang 
Lawry 
Maslin 
McLaohlan 
MoNab 
Millar 
Morrison 


Tellers. 
Buddo 
Meredith. 


Newman 

Pinkerton 

Russell,  6.  W. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Willis. 

Teller*. 
Carncroas 
Tanner. 


Paibs. 
For. 
Button 
Duthie 
Green 
Heke 

Hutchison,  G. 
MoGuire 
Mitchelson 
O'Regan 
Stout 
Te  Ao 
Wilson. 


Against. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Gadman 
Reeves 
Parata 
Mackintosh 
Larnaoh 
Carroll 
McKenzie,  R. 
Houston 
Pere 
Pirani. 


Majority  against,  22. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 
"Linseed:  £2  the  ton." 
Mr.  WILLIS  moved,  That  the  duty  be  re- 
duced to  £1. 
Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  accept  that. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

••Onions:  £lper  ton." 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  scarcely  saw  why  they 
should  impose  a  tax  of  this  sort.  He  therefore 
moved,  That  the  item  be  struok  out. 

Mr.  MASLIN  hoped  this  item  would  be 
retained.  It  was  really  a  decrease  on  the 
present  duty.  Of  the  onions  which  we  im? 
ported,  8,707c wt.  came  from  Victoria,  which 
was  the  most  highly  protective  oolony  in  Aus- 
tralia, whilst  the  onions  which  we  exported 
went  to  New  South  Wales.  He  thought  it  was 
a  legitimate  duty  to  keep  on. 

Mr.  BUDDO  said  the  duty  in  Viotoria  was  £1 
a  ton.  He  thought  it  was  fair  that  we  should 
treat  onions  in  the  same  manner  as  they  did. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buddo 

Carncross 

Carnell 

Collins 

Growther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  27. 
Harris 
Joyce 
Lawry 
MoNab 
Meredith 
Mills 
Morrison 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 


Smith,  £.  M. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Tanner 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Maslin 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Noes,  14. 

Allen  Lang  Pinkerton 

Bell  Mackenzie,  T.  Russell,  W.  R. 

Buick  Massey  Tellers. 

Fraser  Montgomery  Earnshaw 

Newman  McLachlan. 


For. 
Cadman 
Carroll 
Houston 
Larnaoh 
Mackintosh 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Parata 
Pere 
Pirani 
Reeves. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Mitchelson 
Stout 
MoGuire 
Hutchison,  G. 
Button 
O 'Regan 
Heke 
Te  Ao 
Wilson 
Green. 


Majority  for,  13. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Potatoes,  except  for  seed  purposes :  £1  per 
ton." 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  moved,  That  the  item  bo 
struck  out. 

Captain  RUSSELL  pointed  out  that  the 
total  value  of  potatoes  imported  last  year 
amounted  to  £89.  What  was  the  use,  there- 
fore, of  putting  a  duty  on  potatoes  ? 

Mr.  BUDDO  said  there  was  such  a  thing 
as  disease  being  introduced  through  potatoes 
arriving  here  in  the  shape  of  ships'  stores. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  strike  this  item  out.  The  pqtato 
trade  was  a  most  important  one  to  the  small 
farmers  in  his  distriot.  Their  market  was 
largely  in  the  North  Island,  and  the  removal  of 
the  duty  would  lead  to  the  North  Island  and 
the  most  northern  portions  of  the  Middle 
Island  being  at  oertain  seasons  flooded  with 
Tasmanian  potatoes,  and  the 'market  spoiled. 
There  might  be  a  plethora  of  potatoes  some 
seasons  in  Tasmania,  and  if  there  were  no  duty 
this  market  would  be  glutted  with  Tasmanian 
potatoes.  This  duty  of  £1  per  ton  would  tend 
to  steady  the  market. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


Buddo 

Carnoross 

Collins 

Dunoan 

Flatman 

Harris 

Joyce 

Allen 

Bell 

Buick 

Earnshaw 

Eraser 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  18. 
Lawry 
Meredith 
Mills 
Morrison 
Seddon 
Stevens 

Noes,  21. 


Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Maslin 

McNab 

Montgomery 

Newman 


Steward 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Bussell,  G.  W. 
Tanner. 


Pinkerton 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Tellers. 
Massey 
MoLaohlan. 
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Pauls. 


For. 

Against. 

Cadman 

Dutbie 

Carroll 

Mitohel8on 

Houston 

Stout 

Larnaoh 

McGuire 

Mackintosh 

Hutohiflon,  G 

McKenzie,  J. 

Button 

McKenzie,  R. 

O'Regan 

Parata 

Heke 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Pirani 

Wilson 

Beeves. 

Green. 

Majority  against,  3. 
Amendment  carried,  and  item  struck  out. 

11  Brooms,  brushes,  and  brush-ware  not  other- 
wise enumerated :  £25  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  "£25"  be 
struok  out,  with  a  view  of  inserting  "£20." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  '£25  per  cent.'  stand  part  of  the 
schedule." 


Buiok 

Carnell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Hall 

Allen 

Bell 

Buddo 

Carncro88 

Fraser 


Ayes,  22. 
Harris 
Hogg 
Joyoe 
Meredith 
Mills 
Newman 
Rusnell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 


Smith,  G.  J. 
Tanner 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Morrison 
Pinkerton. 


Nobs,  14. 
Hall-Jones         Montgomery 


Lang 
Maslin 
Massey 
MoNab 


For. 
Cadman 
Carroll 
Houston 
Larnaoh 
Mackintosh 
MoKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Parata 
Pere 
Pirani 
Reeves. 


Pairs. 


Russell,  W.  R. 

Tellers. 
Graham 
Mackenzie,  T. 

Against. 
Duthie 
Mitchelson 
Stout 
McGuire 
Hutchison,  G. 
Button 
O'Regan 
Heke 
TeAo 
Wilson 
Green. 


Majority  for,  8. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Brushes,  hair,  and  combs ;  toilet,  clothes, 
and  hat  brushes :  £20  per  oent.  ad  valorem" — 
Agreed  to. 

"Cork,  cut,  including  bungs:  £20  per  oent. 
ad  valorem." — Agreed  to. 

"  Flock ;  £10  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved,  That  the  item  be  struck 
out. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Marble,  granite,  and  other  stone,  dressed  or 
polished,  and  articles  made  therefrom,  includ- 
ing mantel pieoes :  £25  per  oent.  ad  valorem." 
— Agreed  to. 


"  Matches,  wax,  *  plaid  vestas,1  in  cardboard 
boxes,  containing  under  100  matches :  Is.  2d. 
the  gross  of  boxes." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  duty 
be  reduced  to  Is. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  would  rather  see  the 
whole  item  struok  out. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  by  levying  a  duty  on  these 
matches  the  Government  would  lose  the  whole 
of  their  present  revenue,  and  that  was  a  great 
consideration.  The  wages  paid  in  $he  match- 
factories  in  the  colony  did  not  amount  to 
much. 

Mr.  MASLIN  did  not  think  a  reduction  of 
2d.  would  make  any  difference  to  the  consumer, 
though  it  might  materially  affect  the  revenue. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  •  Is.  2d.'  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Ayes,  26. 

Buick  Lang  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell  Lawry  Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins  McNab  Stevens 

Crowther  Millar  Tanner 

Duncan  Mills  Ward 

Hall  Montgomery  Willis. 

Hall-Jones         Pinkerton  Tellers. 

Harris  Russell,  G.  W.  Hogg 

Joyoe  Seddon  Morrison. 

Nobs,  12. 

Graham  Russell,  W.  R. 

Maslin  Tellers. 

MoLachlan  Carncross 

Meredith  Mackenzie,  T. 


Allen 

Buddo 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 


For. 
Cadman 
Carroll 
Houston 
Larnach 
Mackintosh 
MoKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Parata 
Pere 
Pirani 
Reeves. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Mitchelson 
Stout 
MoGuire 
Hutchison,  G. 
Button 
O'Regan 
Heke 
Te  Ao 
Wilson 
Green. 


Majority  for,  14. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"Pocket  vestas,  in  tins  or  boxes,  containing 
under  100  matches :  Is.  9d.  the  gross  of  boxes." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  "  Is.  9d." 
be  struok  out,  and  "  6d."  inserted.  What  was 
proposed  would  lose  a  large  amount  of  revenue, 
and  simply  put  money  into  the  pockets  of 
certain  manufacturers. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  *  Sportsman's,*  '  ovals,'  and  '  No.  4  tine 
vestas,'  in  boxes  containing  not  more  than 
200  matches :  5s.  the  gross  of  boxes." 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  failed  to  see  why  there 
should  be  an  increased  charge  in  this  item 
as  compared  with  the  last,  and  moved,  That 
the  duty  be  reduced  to  2s. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  difference  had  always 
been  observed. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 
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"  Other  kinds,  for  every  100  matches  or  frac- 
tion thereof  contained  in  one  box :  2s.  6d.  the 
gross  of  boxes." — Agreed  to. 

"  Sausage-skins  and  casings  (including  brine 
or  salt) :  3d.  the  pound."— Agreed  to. 

"Soap,  common  yellow  and  blue  mottled: 
os.  the  hundredweight." 

Mr.  MoLACHLAN  did  not  see  why  they 
should  put  an  additional  duty  on  common 
soap,  ana  moved,  That  it  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  BUDDO  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  accept  a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  was  the  duty  that  had 
been  in  existence  for  years,  and  he  did  not 
know  why  they  should  lose  heavily  upon  it. 
There  was  no  increase  of  duty. 

Mr.  TANKER  said  it  was  simply  a  question 
of  keeping  the  New  Zealand  market  for  New 
Zealand  manufacturers.  He  was  in  favour  of 
retaining  the  item. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Soap,  other  kinds  :  £25  per  cent,  ad  valo- 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
■"  other  kinds,"  and  insert  "  not  otherwise  enu- 
merated." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted, 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved,  That  "20  per  cent."  be 
inserted  instead  of  "  25  per  cent." 

Amendment  negatived,  and  item  agreed  to. 

"  Spirits,  oleared  from  warehouse,  methy- 
lated, under  prescribed  conditions :  6d.  the 
liquid  gallon." — Agreed  to. 

"Tarpaulins,  tents,  rick-  and  wagon-covers; 
«prons  and  elevators  for  reaping-and-binding 
machines :  £20  per  oent.  ad  valorem" 

Mr.  MASSEY  thought  that,  as  reapers-and- 
trinders  were  free,  their  fittings  should  also  be 
free.  This  duty  of  20  per  cent,  meant  inoreadse 
-cost  to  the  farmer.  He  moved,  That  the  words 
"  aprons  and  elevators  for  reaping-and-binding 
machines  "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
Ai  That  the  words  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


'Carnell 

Collins 

Earnshaw 

Joyce 

Lawry 

Millar 


Allen 

BeU 

Buddo 

Buick 

Carncross 

Orowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Oraham 


Ayrs,  16. 
Mills 
Pinkerton 
Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 

Nobs,  24. 
Hall 

Hall-Jones 
Hacris 


Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
MoLachlan 


Stevens 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Morrison 
Tanner. 


McNab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 
Newman 
Russell,  W.  R. 

Tellers. 
Fraser 
Massey. 


For. 
Cadman 
Carroll 
Houston 


Pairs. 


Against, 
Duthie 
Mitohelson 
Stout 


Majority  against,  8. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  words  struck  out,  and 
item  as  amended  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  it  was  resolved, 
That,  in  addition  to  any  duty  chargeable  by 
law  on  any  goods  imported  into  the  colony,  a 
further  duty  of  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  shall 
be  oharged  when  the  goods  are  prison-made. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  two  o'clock 
a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  26th  September,  1895. 

Primary-education  Endowments. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'olock. 

Prayers. 

PRIMARY-EDUCATION  ENDOWMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  MONT- 
GOMERY, it  was  resolved,  That  this  Council 
approves  of  the  lands  proposed  to  be  reserved 
as  endowments  for  primary  eduoation,  as  set 
forth  in  Paper  No.  118,  of  the  10th  September, 
1895,  being  permanently  set  aside  as  endow- 
ments for  primary  education. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
past  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  25th  September,  1895. 


Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act— Public 
Accounts  Committee  — Census  — Customs  and 
Excise  Duties  Bill. 


Mr.   Speaker  took 
two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 


the  chair  at  half-past 


INDUSTRIAL  CONCILIATION  AND 
ARBITRATION  ACT. 
Mr.  REEVES  said  he  would  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  as  he  desired  to  make  a 
statement,  whioh,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  be 
interesting  to  honourable  members.  The  House 
was  probably  aware  that  this  week  there  had 
met  in  Christchuroh  an  important  conference 
between  the  federated  masters  and  boot-manu- 
facturers and  the  associated  unions  of  work- 
men employed  in  the  same  trade.  Some  slight 
anxiety  had  been  felt  with  regard  to  this  con- 
ference, because  it  was  anticipated  in  some 
quarters  that  disputes  might  arise  of  an  un- 
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fortunate  character.  He  was  glad  to  Ray  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  that.  Information 
reached  him  that  yesterday  both  parties  en- 
tered into  an  agreement  binding  both  sides 
not  to  have  any  strike  or  lock-out  from  any 
incidental  differences  of  opinion  that  might 
arise,  but  to  refer  these  disputes  to  arbitra- 
tion. This  was  the  first  practical  use  that 
had  been  made  of  the  Industrial  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Act  with  regard  to  aotual 
differences  of  opinion  between  employers  and 
employed ;  and  honourable  members  would, 
no  doubt,  share  with  the  Government  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  that  the  first  employ- 
ment of  the  Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tration Act  should  have  been  of  such  a  practi- 
cal and  friendly  character. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  on  the  previous  day 
it  was  moved  that  Mr.  Hogg's  name  should  be 
added  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  That 
gentleman  was  already  on  several  Committees, 
whilst  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City,  was  on  none.  He 
desired,  therefore,  to  make  a  change  by  re- 
moving the  name  of  Mr.  Hogg  and  placing 
Mr.  T.  Thompson's  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  what  the  necessity 
was  at  this  stage  of  the  session  for  appointing 
three  extra  members  on  this  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Chairman  had  re- 
signed from  ill-health,  and  he  did  not  think  he 
would  be  back  this  session.  Two  other  mem- 
bers were  away,  one  on  urgent  private  business, 
and  the  other  was  siok.    That  was  the  reason. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CENSUS. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  a  matter  of 
a  somewhat  important  nature  which  he  desired 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  House — that 
was,  with  regard  to  the  taking  of  the  census. 
Under  the  present  census-laws  it  was  necessary 
that  the  census  should  be  taken  this  financial 
year.  The  previous  oensus  was  taken  in  1891. 
Our  population  had  not  varied  much  between 
the  last  census  and  the  present  time,  and  the 
Government  had  a  fairly  accurate  account 
kept  as  to  the  varation  of  the  population. 
The  Government  therefore  did  not  intend  to 
take  the  census  next  year.  They  intended 
to  bring  down  a  Bill  extending  the  time,  so 
as  to  bring  New  Zealand  in  line  with  the 
other  colonies  and  with  the  Mother-country. 
An  opportunity  would  be  given  to  discuss  this 
matter  when  the  Bill  came  down  ;  but,  as  busi- 
ness was  pressing,  and  as  there  was  very  little 
at  present  before  the  Legislative  Council,  it 
was  intended  to  introduce  the  Bill  in  the 
Legislative  Council.  Then,  there  would  be 
an  alteration  as  regarded  the  Representation 
Act.  The  Government  had  a  Bill  on  the 
Order  Paper  which  was  intended  to  deal  with 
that  question.  As  no  census  was  intended  to  be 
taken  next  year,  the  Commissioners  would  not 
be  in  a  position  to  make  any  alterations  of 
boundaries.  The  Government  in  Cabinet  that 
morning  had  come  to  the  conclusion  not  to 
Mr.  Reeves 


have  a  oensus  taken  next  year ;  they  desired 
therefore  to  take  the  House  and  the  country 
into  their  confidence  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity,  and  explain  why  the  Bill  altering, 
the  census-year  had  been  introduced  in  the 
Legislative  Council.  He  might  point  out  that 
not  taking  the  census  next  year  would  save  the* 
sum  of  £20,000,  and  under  the  oircumstance* 
the  saving  of  that  sum  was  an  important 
matter,  seeing  that  there  was  no  urgency  for 
taking  the  census,  and  that  by  the  proposed 
alteration  New  Zealand  would  be  brought  into- 
line  with  the  other  colonies  and  with  the 
Mother-country.  He  thought  this  was  the 
proper  course  to  take  under  all  ciroumstances. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Premier  to  tell 
the  House  at  what  intervals  the  census  was 
taken  in  the  other  oolonies. 

Mr.  SEDDON  replied  that  hitherto  it  had 
been  taken  every  five  years,  the  same  as  in 
New  Zealand,  but  some  of  the  other  colonies 
had  altered  it.  The  Government  now  proposed 
to  take  the  next  oensus  in  1901,  which  would 
bring  us  into  line  with  the  Mother-country  and 
the  other  colonies. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  whether  anything  would 
be  done  in  the  direction  of  changing  the 
electorates  in  cities. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  opinion  of  the- 
Government  in  this  respect  was  that  they 
should  not  disturb  the  electorates  in  the  Bill 
dealing  with  the  Representation  Act.  Since  no» 
oensus  would  be  taken  next  year,  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  intend  to  make  any  alteration  a* 
to  the  cities,  any  more  than  they  should  do  with 
regard  to  other  electorates.  His  own  opinion 
was  that  until  there  was  a  marked  increase  or 
decrease  in  any  eleotoral  district  the  boundaries- 
should  remain  untouched.  This  'continual 
chopping  and  changing  of  boundaries  was  not 
desirable. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  if  the  Premier, 
when  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
would  furnish  the  House  with  some  information- 
as  to  the  present  population  in  different  parts 
of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  get  from  the 
Registrar-General  every  information  possible* 
as  to  the  population  of  the  different  elec- 
torates. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  if  the  Premier  could 
not  contrive  to  get  a  census  of  the  population 
without  all  the  details  conneoted  with  it. 
There  had  been  a  large  migration  and  addition 
to  the  population  in  the  North  Island,  and  the 
mining  industry  was  attracting  a  considerable 
inorease  of  population  to  the  North  Island.  If 
no  census  were  taken  next  year,  the  next 
general  election  and  the  one  afterwards  would 
be  held  on  the  basis  of  the  present  census.  It 
meant  that  the  South  Island,  with  a  less  popu- 
lation, would  have  a  far  larger  representation 
than  it  was  entitled  to,  whilst  the  North 
Island,  with  a  larger  population,  would  have 
a  smaller  amount  of  representation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  question 
before  the  House.  A  Ministerial  statement  did 
not  beoome  a  subjeot  of  debate.  - 
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Dr.  NEWMAN  hoped  the  Premier  would 
afford  the  House  some  information  on  the 
question  he  had  raised. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  do  his  best  to 
place  the  fullest  information  on  the  subject 
before  honourable  members. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  it  was  merely  an  assump- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs  that  the  population  of  the 
North  Island  was  and  would  be  greater  than 
that  of  the  South  Island.  He  would  like  to  ask 
the  Premier  if  provision  would  be  made  in  the 
Bill  for  altering  the  boundaries  of  certain 
districts  where  the  electors'  interests  were  not 
at  all  in  common. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  question 
before  the  House,  and  the  discussion  could  not 
proceed  any  further. 

CUSTOMS   AND  EXCISE  DUTIES   BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

"  Schedule  B. — Table  of  Exemptions  fbom 
Duties  op  Customs. 
44  Class  L— Foods,  dc. 

"Almonds,  Barbary,  Sioily,  and  French, 
used  in  oonfeotioners'  manufactures. 

11  Anchovies,  salted,  in  casks. 

"  Arrowroot,  sago,  tapioca,  macaroni,  vermi- 
celli, and  prepared  groats. 

"  Mutton-birds. 

"  Rock-salt." 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
whether  he  could  give  the  House  a  tabulated 
statement  of  the  £20,000  that  was  estimated 
to  be  lost  to  the  revenue  owing  to  the  altera- 
tions made  by  the  adding  of  fresh  items  to  the 
free-list. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  asked  what  was  the 
estimated  amount  of  shortage. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  impossible  to  put 
down  the  actual  amount  against  every  item 
on  the  free-list,  but,  as  far  as  he  oould  gather, 
the  amount  of  shortage  would  be  £23,000. 
That  had  been  estimated  after  careful  oom- 

Eilation  by  the  Customs  Department.  He 
ad  accepted  the  figures  of  the  Customs 
Department,  and  he  hoped  honourable  mem- 
bers would  do  the  same. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  about  £5,000  would 
be  nearer  the  amount,  because  most  of  the 
articles  placed  on  the  free-list  meant  very 
small  amounts. 

Mr.  WARD  pointed  out  that  some  of  the 
items  represented  very  considerable  amounts, 
such  as  agricultural  machinery,  sawmilling, 
flourmilling,  and  refrigerating  machinery,  also 
binder- twine  and  flannelette  shirting. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  word 
"rock"  be  struck  out  in  the  last  line.  That 
would  allow  all  salt  to  be  admitted  free.  Salt 
was  largely  used  in  connection  with  the  agri- 
cultural industries,  tanneries,  and  ham-curing, 
and  the  Premier  had  expressed  himself  strongly 
in  the  direction  of  admitting  salts  free  in  1888, 
and  he  hoped  he  would  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  desired  to  call  the  attention 
oi  the  Committee  to  the  serious  position  in 


which  the  colony  was  being  placed  by  those 
who  were  without  responsibility  in  the  matter. 
If  these  reductions  and  exemptions  were  to  go- 
on indiscriminately  it  would  certainly  lead  to 
a  deficit.  As  it  was,  it  would  be  neoessary  to 
take  some  of  the  items  out  of  the  free-list  to- 
make  up  for  the  loss  of  over  £20,000  that  had 
already  been  incurred.  He  could  not  agree,, 
therefore,  to  the  amendment  of  the  honourable- 
member  for  Clutha  to  admit  all  salts  free. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  there  were  included  in 
the  free-list  certain  articles  that  might  with 
advantage  to  the  colony  be  moved  into  the- 
dutiable  list ;  and  he  would  also  point  out  that 
they  were  increasing  the  duties  on  some  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  so  that  it  did  seem  only 
reasonable  tbat  one  of  the  luxuries  of  life — 
namely,  beer— should  be  taxed.  With  regard 
to  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Clutha,  he  would  suggest  that  the  amend- 
ment be  altered  so  as  to  admit  only  coarse  salt 
free.  This  was  used  by  the  farmers  as  manure, 
and  he  thought  they  should  be  still  further 
encouraged  to  use  it. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer whether  the  £23,000  of  shortage  was 
estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  revenue  received 
last  year  or  on  the  estimated  revenue  for  the- 
present  year. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  based  upon  the 
revenue  of  last  year.  He  had  been  advised 
by  the  officers  of  the  Customs  Department  a> 
few  days  ago  that  no  more  concessions  could 
be  made,  and  since  then  a  decrease  of  £11,000* 
had  been  made  by  the  Committee. 

Major  STEWARD  would  support  the  re- 
moval of  the  duty  on  all  salt.  There  was  a 
large  area  of  land  that  had  become  exhausted 
by  cropping  and  that  required  salt,  and  there- 
fore he  thought  it  advisable  to  admit  all  salt- 
into  the  country  duty-free.  He  declined  to  be 
compelled  to  vote  for  an  item  with  which  he- 
disagreed.  There  need  be  no  financial  em- 
barrassment on  the  part  of  the  Government.. 
The  Government  had  the  largest  party  support- 
ing it  which  any  Government  in  New  Zealand 
had  ever  had ;  that  party  was  as  loyal  now  as  it- 
had  been  years  ago,  and  would  carry  any  reason- 
able and  necessary  proposal  for  the  increase  of 
taxation.  Those  who  represented  the  farmers- 
had  asked  for  the  removal  of  this  duty;  but 
he  thought  the  case  might  be  fairly  met  by 
the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith),  that  coarse- 
salt  should  be  admitted  duty-free.  That  would 
not  involve  a  loss  of  more  than  £1,400  to  the 
revenue. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  denied  that  honourable 
members  on  the  Opposition  side  had  moved  for 
reductions  regardless  of  the  finances  of  the 
colony.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the- 
Opposition  were  Free-traders,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent might  be  said  to  have  voted  on  party 
lines,  but  they  had  not  voted  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  the  Government;  and  he  denied 
that  they  were  callous  respecting  the  finanoial 
position  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Government  had  lost 
£23,000  on  the  tariff  already. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  if  that  bad  been  lost 
it  had  been  through  the  action  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment's own  supporters.  Another  thing  was,  it 
-was  commonly  stated  that  the  estimates  given 
'by  the  Treasurer  were  not  to  be  relied  upon ; 
that  the  so-called  decreases  had  been  overesti- 
mated and  the  increases  underestimated. 

Mr.  SEDOON  said  that  was  a  very  unmerited 
reflection  upon  the  Customs  officers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  making  no 
reflection  upon  them  at  all.  Honourable 
.gentlemen  understood  how  these  things  were 
-arranged  without  any  dishonesty  whatever.  If 
the  Government  found  they  would  be  short 
after  all  the  deductions  had  been  made,  he  for 
•one  would  be  honestly  prepared  to  support  them 
in  putting  their  finances  right. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  suggestion  that  honour- 
able members  were  unable  to  believe  the  esti- 
mates made  was  unworthy.  The  honourable 
gentleman  must  know  perfectly  well  that  the 
details  of  these  estimates  were  not  made  by 
the  Minister  himself ;  that,  though  the  Minis- 
»ter  must  supervise  them,  they  were  the  esti- 
mates of  the  responsible  officers.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  had  for  days  the  estimate  of 
the  department  in  connection  with  these  pro- 
posals, which  showed  that  in  their  entirety 
they  would  have  yielded  a  difference  of  £3,500; 
•and  yet  the  honourable  gentleman,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  political  capital,  time  and 
again  reiterated  the  statement  that  tbe  Trea- 
surer's estimates  were  not  to  be  relied  upon. 
The  same  sort  of  thing  had  been  said  of  the 
estimates  of  Mr.  Bal lance,  and  also  of  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson's ;  and,  though  his  previous  esti- 
mates had  been  proved  correct,  although  their 
falsity  had  been  confidently  predicted,  still  the 
honourable  gentleman  kept  on  repeating  the 
same  kind  of  statement.  These  innuendoes 
were  altogether  unfair ;  and  of  what  use  was  it 
to  say  in  the  name  breath  that  they  did  not 
believe  in  the  Treasurer's  estimates,  but  that 
if  subsequently  he  estimated  that  more  revenue 
-would  be  required  they  would  assist  him  to  get 
it  ?  If  it  was  wanted  they  would  still  say  they 
•did  not  believe  him. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  been  mis- 
understood. He  had  not  expressed  his  personal 
opinion,  but  had  merely  stated  what  was  the 
-opinion  held  both  inside  and  outside  the  House 
— namely,  that  the  estimates  were  not  reliable. 

Mr.  MASL1N  reminded  honourable  members 
that  £10,000  had  been  struck  off  fencing-wire, 
-and  that  rock-salt  was  to  be  free.  It  seemed 
to  him  rather  cool  to  propose  this  further  re- 
mission while  they  allowed  the  duty  to  remain 
on  food-supplies.  He  was  as  anxious  as  any 
one  to  get  all  he  could  for  the  farming  com- 
munity, but  they  had  done  so  little  in  the  way 
of  reducing  the  duties  on  necessaries  of  life 
that  he  thought  this  item  should  be  allowed  to 
remain. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  regretted  that  the 
honourable  member  for  VVairarapa  should  get 
his  opinions  from  men  at  the  street-corners, 
and,  on  the  authority  of  men  who  were  the 
bitter  enemies  of  the  Government,  assert  that 
4he  estimates  laid  before  the  House  were  not 


to  be  relied  upon.  He  asserted  that  the  Oppo- 
sition had  voted  for  reductions  en  bloc,,  and 
had  watched  the  members  on  the  other  side  to 
take  advantage  of  their  proposals,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  revenue.  While  members  support- 
ing the  Government  had  been  conscientiously 
in  favour  of  certain  reductions  that  they  had 
proposed,  members  of  the  Opposition  had 
voted  for  the  reductions  merely  to  hurt  the 
Government.  He  hoped  that  those  who  were 
anxious  to  do  away  with  the  revenues  of  the 
country  would  remember  the  fact  when  they 
asked  for  votes  for  roads  and  bridges.  If  the 
revenue  was  ourtailed,  the  Treasurer  would  be 
compelled  to  tell  him  that  he  could  only  get  a 
very  limited  amount  for  expenditure.  He  con- 
sidered that  on  almost  every  occasion  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  were  responsible  for  the 
reductions  made  in  the  tariff.  He  thought 
that  honourable  gentlemen  who  represented 
the  agricultural  interests  ought  to  be  well 
satisfied  with  the  reductions  already  made. 
Before  the  tariff  came  down,  the  Government 
made  reductions  and  placed  several  articles  on 
the  free-list  that  had  previously  been  taxed. 
This  had  been  done  in  the  interests  of  farmers, 
but,  if  those  who  represented  them  were  deter- 
mined that  the  farmers  should  be  the  only 
class  who  should  not  pay  taxes  on  what  they 
used,  then  the  Government  would  have  to  get 
revenue  from  some  other  source;  they  would 
have  to  go  to  the  land.  If  the  colony  was 
going  in  for  free-trade,  then  another  screw 
would  have  to  be  put -on  taxation  on  land. 

Captain  RUSSELL.—  You  could  not  do  it. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  could  be  done, 
and  if  this  sort  of  thing  was  going  on  much 
longer  he  was  afraid  something  of  that  kind 
would  have  to  be  done. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  cannot  stand  it. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  knew  better  than 
that.  He  knew  that  a  good  deal  of  the  land 
in  the  oountry  was  not  sufficiently  taxed ;  that 
the  valuations  were  far  below  their  values. 
One  case  had  recently  come  under  his  notice 
where  a  gentleman  had  offered  land  to  the  Go- 
vernment at  £10  per  acre  in  excess  of  the  sum 
he  was  paying  taxes  upon.  He  thought  he 
could  show  that  a  good  deal  of  revenue  could 
be  got  from  the  land ;  and,  if  necessary,  they 
would  have  to  put  another  screw  upon  it.  He, 
himself,  represented  a  farming  community,  and 
said  the  farming  community  had  secured  very 
fair  reductions  under  the  tariff,  and  he  honed 
that  those  honourable  members  representing 
the  farming  interests  would  be  satisfied  with 
the  reductions  that  had  been  made,  and  that 
they  would  now  stand  by  the  Government. 
They  had  been  given  a  freehand  in  the  matter, 
and,  of  course,  they  had  used  that  privilege 
very  freely  in  the  interests  of  honourable  mem- 
bers opposite.  The  Government  bad  now  come 
to  the  point  that  they  must  ask  the  House 
to  stand  by  them,  not  to  make  any  more  re- 
ductions, but  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  a  fair 
amount  of  revenue  from  the  Customs.  It  was 
their  duty  to  see,  as  far  as  possible,  that  there 
was  not  another  deficit.  But,  if  honourable 
members    were    determined    that   reductions 
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should  be  made,  then  there  would  he  only  one 
other  course  open — that  was,  to  get  revenue 
from  some  other  source. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  thought  the  Minister 
of  Lands  had  stated  the  case  very  fairly.  The 
agricultural  community  had  benefited  largely 
by  this  tariff.  They  had  got  all  the  benefits, 
while  the*  towns  had  got  all  the  losses.  He 
was  going  to  suggest  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
that  he  should  give  careful  consideration  to 
putting  a  small  duty  upon  certain  classes  of 
imported  machinery.*  If  the  Treasurer  did  that 
he  was  satisfied  that  they  would  be  doing  the 
artisans  in  the  towns  considerable  benefit.  He 
would  not  suggest  a  high  duty,  but  some  duty 
should  be  placed  upon  a  number  of  imported 
agricultural  machines.  Perhaps  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  look  into  the  matter  before  a 
final  deoision  was  arrived  at.  If  not,  he  him- 
self would  be  prepared  to  submit  a  motion  to 
the  effect  that  a  large  amount  of  machinery 
mentioned  in  the  free-list  should  bear  a  duty, 
an  there  was  no  reason  why  it  should  be 
exempted. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  had  listened  with  great  pain 
to  the  speech  of  the  Minister  of  Lands.  He  had 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  Minis- 
ter who  looked  after  the  interests  of  settlers, 
and  at  one  time  he  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  the  only  Minister  who 
knew  anything  about  the  wants  and  require- 
ments of  the  settlers.  Now  it  appeared  he  was 
going  to  join  with  other  members  in  fleecing 
the  settlers,  although  he  knew  very  well  how 
absolutely  necessary  it  was  for  salt  to  be  used 
to  fertilise  the  soil  and  for  the  purposes  of 
stock.  He  was  surprised  that,  while  the  Minis- 
ter had  done  everything  for  the  tailors  and 
the  shoemakers,  he  was  doing  nothing  for  the 
masses  of  the  country  settlers.  He  would  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  reconsider  his 
decision.  He  was  not  only  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  but  also  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  and 
he  hoped  he  would  recommend  the  Govern- 
ment to  assist  the  farmers  in  this  direction. 
He  pretended  to  plaoe  people  on  the  land,  and 
to  be  ready  to  assist  them.  Now,  here  was  an 
opportunity  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  do 
them  a  good  turn,  and  he  hoped  he  would  not 
miss  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL  could  quite  understand 
why  the  Colonial  Treasurer  should  take  ex- 
ception to  the  accuracy  of  his  estimates  being 
questioned,  inasmuch  as  during  the  whole 
period  he  had  been  in  office  he  had  had  a 
majority  who  never  questioned  anything  he 
had  placed  before  them.  He  had  had  a  party 
following  who  had  blindly  followed  him  with- 
out presuming  to  question  anything  he  had 
brought  down.  But  surely  the  function  of  a 
representative  of  the  people  was  to  come  there 
and  use  his  ability  as  he  thought  best,  without 
being  open  to  imputation.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
Tiad  no  intention  of  imputing  intentional  in- 
acouraoy  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
but  surely  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  question 
whether  his  estimate  was  right  or  wrong.  They 
knew  that  the  estimate  was  not  the  individual 


estimate  of  the  Treasurer,  but  of  his  officers ; 
and  they  oould  not  say  that  because  a  man  was 
an  offioer  of  the  Government  he  knew  more 
about  commerce  than  a  merchant  or  a  commer- 
cial man.    The  only  real  authority  from  which 
they  could  derive  proper  knowledge  on  such 
matters  was  the  persons  engaged  in  the  vari- 
ous trades.    Therefore  any  honourable  member 
had  a  perfect  right  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of 
the  Treasurer's  estimate,  although  it  had  been 
compiled  by  Civil  servants,  who,  no  doubt,  gave 
their  advice  to  the  best  of  their  ability.    The 
Minister  of   Lands  had  spoken  in  a  manner 
which  justified  him  in  concluding  that  he  had 
not  studied  this  question  of  salt.    He  spoke  as 
though  by  making  rock-salt  free  they  were  espe- 
cially benefiting  the  farmers,  and  by  the  remis- 
sion of  the  duty  on  salt  of  any  other  grade  they 
would  be  injuring  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
munity.   If  the  Minister  would  turn  to-  the 
statistics  for  1894  he  would  find  that  the  price 
of  the  imported  coarse  salt  was  less  than  of  the 
imported  rock-salt,  and  under  those  circum- 
stances it  could  be  argued  that  no  injury  was  - 
being  done  to  anybody,  and  that  the  farmer  was 
not  getting  any  benefit  by  the  free  importation 
of  the  ooarse  salt.    There  was  also  very  little 
material  difference  in  the  price  of  the  imported 
fine  salt  and  the  prioe  of  the  imported  ooarse 
salt;  the  prices  of  the  various  kinds  being  as 
follow :  Fine  salt,  £2  18s.  per  ton ;  rook-salt, 
£2  lis.  per  ton ;  and  coarse  salt,  £2  10s.  per 
ton.    There  was  therefore  really  no  principle 
involved  in  remitting  the  duty  on  the  one  par- 
ticular kind  of  salt.    If  tbey  wanted  to  bene- 
fit the  farmer  it  oould  be  done  by  remitting 
the  duty  on  all  salt,  as  every  person  knew 
that  unfortunately  in  the  North  Island,  and,, 
he    was   afraid,    in    the    South    Island    also, 
farmers  suffered  from  the  absence  of  certain 
properties  in  the    soil,  and    that  where    the 
farmer  was  not  within  reach  of  the  sea  he  had 
to  give  salt  to  his  stock.    This  matter  was 
therefore  one  of  very  serious  importance  to  the 
whole  colony,  and  to  the  pastoral  industry  more  • 
particularly,  which  was  one  that  it  was  desir- 
able should  be  fostered  in  every  possible  way. 
He  wished  to  say  one  word  with  regard  to  what 
had  been  said  as  to  placing  more  taxation 
upon  the  land.    He  would  repeat  again  what 
he  had  stated  before,  that  the   Government 
could  not  put  any  more  taxation  upon  the 
land.    Honourable  members  might  laugh.    No 
doubt  it  was  possible  for  the  Government  to 
use  their  majority  in  order  to  say  that  there 
should  be  a  further  imposition  of  taxation  upon 
land  ;  but,  although  the  Minister  of  Lands  said 
that  land  was  capable  of  bearing  further  taxa- 
tion, he  maintained  that  any  person  who  knew 
anything  about  the  landed   interests   of  the 
colony  would  know  that  the  interest  to  be  ob- 
tained from  land  v*as  considerably  below  the 
average  rate  of  interest  paid  by  the  farmer. 
He  maintained  that,  though  it  might  be  pos- 
sible for  the  House  to  pass  legislation  imposing 
further  taxation  upon  the  land,  the  only  effeofc 
would  be  to  reduce  its  value,  and  consequently 
the  increased  taxation  would  not  produce  in- 
creased revenue.    The  farmer  for  years  past 
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had  not  made  even  a  nominal  profit,  and  con- 
sequently further  taxation  must  fall  upon  the 
working  -  classes,  inasmuch  as  if  the  farmer 
became  bankrupt,  and  it  became  impossible  for 
him  to  work  his  farm  to  a  profit,  it  would 
diminish  the  wages  paid.  Whether  or  not 
the  House  might  think  it  wise  to  take  such 
a  course  he  oould  not  say,  but  he  could  only 
repeat  that  the  imposition  of  further  taxation 
upon  land  must  depress  the  wages  paid  to 
.agricultural  labourers.  He  did  not  ask  that 
•the  duty  upon  salt  should  be  remitted  for 
the  special  benefit  of  the  farmer.  Speaking 
.as  a  farmer,  he  did  say  that  they  did  not  wish 
to  benefit  at  the  expense  of  their  neighbours. 
Salt  was  used  in  every  possible  form,  and  they 
would  like  all  persons  to  have  their  salt  free, 
and  as  cheap  as  they  could  possibly  get  it. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE  said  it  was  very  amusing 
to  hear  the  excuses  given  by  honourable  mem- 
bers when  they  wanted  to  carry  out  a  oertain 
•course  of  action.  With  regard  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  he  did 
.not  trouble  about  any  opinion  that  honourable 
members  might  hold  with  regard  to  whether  he 
(Mr.  McEenzie)  was  there  in  the  inerests  of  the 
farmers  or  not,  and  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
take  the  voice  of  the  colony  upon  that  matter. 
The  farmers  did  not  desire  to  have  everything 
free  at  the  expense  of  their  neighbours ;  they 
were  willing  to  pay  a  fair  share  of  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  colony.  With  regard  to  what  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  said, — that  no  more 
taxation  could  be  placed  upon  the  lands  of 
the  colony, — lie  might  say  that  at  the  present 
.time  the  farmers  paid  about  one- third  less  taxa- 
tion than  they  did  under  the  Government  of 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  member. 
If  they  were  able  to  pay  it  then,  he  supposed 
they  could  pay  it  again.  The  great  bulk  of  the 
farmers  at  the  present  moment  paid  one-third 
less  taxation  under  the  land-tax  than  they 
paid  during  the  term  of  office  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  a  member.  The  farmer  formerly  paid 
taxation  on  his  improvements,  and  on  his 
sheep,  horses,  and  cattle,  and  on  everything 
on  his  farm.  If  they  were  going  to  provide 
that  everything  should  come  in  free  they 
would  have  to  look  round  for  some  other 
source  of  revenue.  Honourable  gentlemen 
knew  perfectly  well  that  it  was  impossible  to 
.get  sovereigns  to  shower  down  upon  them ; 
they  knew  they  must  get  the  revenue  from 
the  people  of  the  country.  There  was  nothing 
which  would  give  him  greater  pleasure  than  to 
see  all  salt  come  in  free  if  they  could  afford  to 
do  without  the  revenue.  He  knew  there  were 
some  classes  of  land  on  which  salt  was  very 
necessary.  If  all  the  other  items  in  the  Bill 
had  been  agreed  to,  possibly  the  Treasury 
could  have  afforded  to  Jose  more  revenue  on 
salt,  but  the  Government  could  not  afford  every- 
thing. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  proposed  that  the 
words  "  coarse  and  "  be  inserted  before  "  rock- 
salt."  He  thought  that  would  be  a  fair  com- 
promise. Bock-salt  was  now  admitted  free, 
.and  coarse  salt  was  required  for  many  of  the 
Captain  Russell 


industries.    Hence  it  should  also  be 


Mr.  PIRANI  had  just  a  word  to  say  with 
reference  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Lands  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
about  making  up  these  duties  by  an  increase  in 
the  land-tax.  He  was  surprised  at  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  objecting  to  that,  because 
that  was  just  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
advocated  himself.  He  held  Hansard  in  his 
hand,  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  it  was  desirable  to  take  the  duties 
off  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  make  up  the 
amount  by  readjusting  the  land-tax. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Hear,  hear.  That  was 
a  great  many  years  ago. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — No,  only  two  years  ago. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Yes  ;  quite  right. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said,  therefore  the  Minister 
of  Lands  was  simply  adopting  the  suggestion 
of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  it  was 
strange  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
be  one  to  cavil  at  it. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  hoped  the  Minister  would 
not  give  way  upon  this  salt  business.  He 
might  inform  the  House  that  a  very  great 
discovery  had  been  made  in  New  Zealand  of  a 
very  large  deposit  of  rock-salt,  and  an  applica- 
tion had  been  made  to  the  Government  for 
a  lease  of  the  ground,  and  for  assistance  in 
establishing  the  industry.  He  knew  very  well 
the  importance  of  salt  for  agricultural  purposes, 
because  it  was  a  well-known  fact  in  his  district 
that  cattle  grazing  near  the  sea-beach  gave 
more  milk,  and  that  milk  yielded  from  lib.  to 
l&lb.  of  butter  more  a  week  than  the  milk  of 
cattle  grazing  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  sea. 
The  Government  must  have  revenue,  and  he 
did  not  think  their  proposal  in  this  respect  was 
unreasonable. 

Mr.  WARD  would  ask  honourable  members 
to  recollect  the  fact  that  he  intended  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  to  submit  proposals  to 
let  coarse  and  fine  salt  come  in  free  from 
another  colony.  He  would  ask  the  House  to 
recollect  the  fact  that  in  the  meantime,  until 
the  House  dealt  with  those  proposals,  we 
were  honourably  committed  to  another  coun- 
try to  make  salt  an  article  of  the  reciprocal 
treaty.  If  honourable  members  looked  at  the 
statistics  they  would  find  that  a  quarter  of 
the  total  amount  of  salt  imported  to  this  colony 
came  from  South  Australia.  The  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  desired  to  draw  a  dis- 
tinction between  coarse  and  fine  salt.  He 
might  inform  the  House  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  salt  imported  as  to  which  it  was 
impossible  to  tell  whether  it  was  coarse  or  fine 
salt. 

Mr.  BELL  said  what  the  Minister  had  just 
said  emphasized  the  vice  of  these  reciprocal 
treaties.  They  were  not  only  to  be  treaties  for 
reciprocity  between  one  colony  and  another,  not 
only  to  provide  for  mutual  interchange  in  Cus- 
toms duties  as  between  the  ooun tries,  but  to 
prevent  us  from  reducing  the  general  duties  of 
the  country,  in  order  to  maintain  the  wall  we 
built  to  the  exolusion  of  the  one  and  the  inclu- 
sion of  the  other.    The  Minister  of  Lands  and 
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Pirani 

Paibs. 

Morrison. 

For 

Against. 

Button 

Houston 

Hutchison,  G. 

Willis 

Lang 

Beeves 

Stout 

Mackintosh 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

the  Premier  had  said  that  those  on  the  Opposi- 
ton  side,  in  voting  for  reductions,  altogether 
failed  to  meet  the  difficulty,  and  that  if  Cus- 
toms duties  were  to  be  abolished  the  whole  re- 
venue would  have  to  come  from  the  land.  The 
Premier  said  that  they  voted  for  reductions  in 
order  to  embarass  the  Government's  finance : 
but  that  was  entirely  incorrect;  their  votes 
were  given  because  they  were  opposed  to  the 
heresy  of  protection ;  and  as  regarded  finance, 
they  were  as  much  interested  on  the  Opposi- 
tion side  in  maintaining  the  oolony's  finances 
as  those  on  the  Government  side.  But  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  told  them  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  tariff  revision  was  not  the  raising  of 
revenue,  but  the  removal  of  anomalies  and  the 
•encouragement  of  local  industry.  They  were 
prepared  to  support  the  Government  in  an  in- 
crease of  the  beer  duty,  but  the  Government 
preferred  putting  a  duty  on  salt,  which  was  an 
article  in  every-day  use  by  everybody,  while 
they  refused  to  tax  beer,  which  was  an  artiole 
of  luxury  to  some. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wished  to  point  out  that  he 
had  not  mentioned  any  increase  in  the  land- 
tax.  He  pointed  out,  further,  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  had  distinctly  told  him  and  the 
House  that  the  Government  ought  to  make 
this  a  party  question,  and  to  call  on  their 
party  to  see  the  tariff  through. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  what  he  meant  to 
say  was,  that  from  the  first  the  Government 
ought  to  have  considered  the  tariff  and  brought 
it  down,  and  not  to  have  left  it  open  to  all 
their  supporters  to  do  as  they  pleased  with. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  it  was  unfortunate 
that  the  Treasurer  had  introduced  the  question 
of  the  South  Australian  treaty.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  stated  that  a  quarter  of  the 
salt  imported  into  this  oolony  came  from  South 
Australia.  He  would  point  out  that,  of  the 
total  importation  of  fine  and  ooarse  salt, — 6,117 
tons, — only  about  one-ninth  came  from  South 
Australia.  If  it  was  intended  to  inolude  fine 
salt  in  the  treaty,  the  position  was  that,  while 
705  tons  of  coarse  salt  were  imported  from 
South  Australia,  only  5  tons  of  fine  salt  were 
imported  from  there  out  of  a  total  of  3,534 
tons.  If  the  Treasurer  was  going  to  bring 
down  another  tariff  in  the  shape  of  a  South 
Australian  reciprocal  treaty,  what  was  he  going 
to  do  about  the  revenue  he  now  objected  to 
losing  ? 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
44  That  the  words  'coarse  and '  be  added." 


Ayes,  19. 

Allen 

Heke 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Bell 

Hogg 

Steward 

Buchanan 

Massey 

Wilson. 

Duthie 

McGuire 

Earnshaw 

Newman 

Tellers. 

-Green 

O'Regan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Hall 

Russell,  W.  R 
Noes,  40. 

Russell,  G.W 

Buick 

Carroll 

Flatman 

Oadman 

Collins 

Fraser 

Oarncross 

Crowther 

Graham   . 

Carnell 

Duncan 

Hall-Jones 

Majority  against,  21. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  word 
"  rock  "  be  struck  out. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  class  agreed  to. 

11  Class  IV. — Non-alcoholic  Beverages,  dc, 
"  Coooa-beans." 
Agreed  to. 

"  Class  V.— Drugs,  dc. 

M  Acids  —  viz. :  boracio ;  carbolic,  in  bulk ; 
fluorio ;  muriatic  ;  nitric ;  oxalic  ;  oleio ;  pyro- 
gallic ;  salicylic ;  sulphuric. 

"  Disinfectants. 

"  Drugs  and  chemicals— viz. :  alum;  sulphate 
of  aluminium ;  sulphate  of  ammonia ;  an- 
hydrous ammonia ;  aniline  dyes ;  arsenic ;  blue- 
stone,  or  sulphate  of  copper ;  borax ;  catechu ; 
chloride  of  calcium ;  nitrate  of  silver ;  cochineal ; 
creosote,  orude  or  commercial;  glyoerine, 
orude ;  gum,  arabic  and  tragacanth  ;  gum  ben- 
zoin ;  artificial  gum  arabic  ;  gum  damar ;  phos- 
phorus ;  potash,  caustic  potash,  and  chlorate  of 
potash ;  pearlash ;  oyanide  of  potassium ;  sal- 
ammoniac  ;  saltpetre ;  acetate  of  soda,  orude ; 
soda-ash ;  caustic  soda ;  nitrate  of  soda ;  silioate 
of  soda ;  sulphate  of  soda ;  sulphide  of  sodium ; 
strychnine;  sulphur;  ohloride  of  zinc;  iron- 
sulphates;  gall-nuts;  turmeric;  saffron;  ni- 
trous-oxide gas;  tree-washes;  inseotioides. 

"  Essential  oils,  except  eucalyptus  ;  cod-liver 
oil ;  oil  of  rhodium. 

"  Sorub-exterminator ;  sheep-dip ;  sheep- 
drenches. 

"  Surgical  and  dental  instruments  and  appli- 
ances. 

11  Scientific  and  assay  balanoes,  retorts,  flasks, 
and  other  applianoes  for  chemical  analysis  and 
assay  work. 

"  Water  -  hardening  chemicals  for  brewers' 
use." 

Mr.  WARD  moved  the  insertion  of  "  Sheep- 
licks,  maltine,  and  chlorodyne"  at  the  end  of 
the  class. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  insert  "  horse-drenches  "  also. 

Mr.  WARD  consented  to  do  so. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  "  maltine " 
would  oarry  the  whole  of  the  preparations  of 
a  similar  kind. 
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Mr.  WARD  said  it  would  be  interpreted 
broadly. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  why  "  Parish's 
food  "  was  not  included  in  the  free-list. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  included  a  number  of 
chemical  ingredients  which  should  not  be  on 
the  free-list. 

Motion  to  add  "  Sheep-licks,  maltine,  chlo- 
rodyne,  and  horse-drenches  "  agreed  to. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  would  test  the 
House  on  the  question  of  the  inclusion  of 
"  Parish's  chemical  food  and  hydrophos- 
phates." 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  difficulty  was  that  both 
these  articles  included  a  number  of  chemical 
ingredients.  Some  of  these  articles  consisted 
entirely  of  herbs,  which  were  not  chemical 
ingredients,  but  articles  which  contained  the 
latter  could  not  be  inoluded  in  the  free-list. 

Mr.  MASLIN  said  it  was  proposed  to  exempt 
medicines  for  animals,  and  to  put  a  heavy 
duty  on  medicines  used  very  largely  by  human 
beings.  The  latter  should  either  be  oharged 
25  per  cent,  instead  of  40,  or  they  should  be 
on  the  free-list.  These  simple  remedies  in  the 
shape  of  patent  medicines  were  very  largely 
used,  more  particularly  in  the  country  districts. 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  contained  chemical  in- 
gredients, and  were  therefore  made  dutiable. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  *  Parish's  chemical  food  and  hydrophos- 
phatea'  be  added." 

Atb8,  18. 

Heke  Newman 

Hogg  Russell,  W.  R. 

Massey  Smith,  G.  J. 
McGuire  Tellers. 

Millar  Allen 

Mitchelson  Wilson. 


Buchanan 

Buick 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Graham 

Green 


Cadman 

Carnoross 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Hall 

Hal  I -Jones 

Harris 

Hutchison,  W. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Lang 


Noes,  89. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
McGowan 
MoKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Mills 

Montgomery 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pirani 


Reeves 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Lawry 
Pinkerton. 


Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Bell  Joyce 

Button  Houston 

Stout  Mackintosh 

Te  Ao.  Pere. 

Majority  against,  21. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  "  Emulsion 
of  cod-liver  oil "  be  added.   Cod-liver  oil  was  on 
the  free-list,  and  so  ought  this  emulsion,  seeing 
that  doctors  frequently  prescribed  it  instead  of 


cod-liver  oil.    It  was  certainly  one  of  those 
articles  which  might  very  well  come  in  free. 

Mr.  WARD  could  not  aocept  this  amend- 
ment. It  was  right  that  ood-liver  oil  should 
come  in  free,  beoause  it  was  not  made  up  as  a 
medicine.  The  emulsion,  however,  stood  in 
the  same  category  as  other  medicines.  It  was 
not  desirable  that  these  side-shows  of  cod-liver 
oil  should  come  in  free. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  put  on  the  free-list  horse-drenohes,  sheep- 
licks,  and  all  kinds  of  muck,  and  yet  here  was 
a  medicine  used  by  sick  people  all  over  the 
colony  every  day,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  indisposed  to  treat  it  in  a  like  way. 
He  strongly  urged  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
allow  it  to  come  in  free.  This  emulsion  was  a 
very  easy  and  pleasant  way  of  taking  cod-liver 
oil,  and  it  was  very  necessary  for  the  sick. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  that  persons  con- 
sumptively inolined  were  ordered  by  doctors  to 
get  this  medicine.  It  was  certainly  one  of 
those  that  ought  to  be  admitted  free. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  *  Emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil '  be* 
added.*' 

Ayes,  22. 
Allen  Green  Russell,  W.  R. 

Buchanan  Hall- Jones         Smith,  G.  J. 

Buick  Heke  Tanner 

Carnoross  Kelly,  J.  W.       Wilson. 

Collins  Massey 

Duthie  McGuire  Tellers. 

Fraser  Millar  Earnshaw 

Graham  Montgomery     Newman. 

Nobs,  32. 


Cadman 

Maslin 

Reeves 

Carnell 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  R. 

Stevens 

Duncan 

McLachlan 

Steward 

Flatman 

McNab 

Thompson,  R. 

Hall 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Hutchison, 

W 

Mills 

Ward. 

Lang 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Lawry 

Parata 

Harris 

Mackenzie, 

T. 

Pinkerton 

Pirani. 

For. 
Bell 
Button 

Hutchison,  G. 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Joyce 
Houston 
Buddo 
Mackintosh 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  10. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved,  That  "  Surgi- 
oal  and  dental  instruments  and  appliances" 
be  struck  out.  He  considered  that  the  fees 
charged  by  medical  men  were  so  high  that 
they  could  well  afford  to  pay  duty.  If  the 
item  were  not  struck  out  he  would  ask  that 
it  should  be  considered  when  the  Bill  was  re- 
committed. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert,  before  "Es- 
sential oils,11  the  following  words  :  "  Conoen- 
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trated  extracts  or  essences  in  liquid  form,  or 
preserved  in  fat,  for  perfumery-manufacturing 
purposes  in  manufacturing  warehouses,  in 
Dottles  of  not  less  than  lib.  in  weight." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert,  before  the 
words  "Scrub -exterminator,"  the  following 
words :  "  Medicinal  barks,  leaves,  herbs,  flowers, 
roots,  and  gums." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Glass  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"Class  VI.— Clothing  and  Textiles. 

"Accoutrements  for  military  purposes,  ex- 
cepting uniform  clothing. 

"  Brace-elastio  and  brace-mountings. 

11  Bunting,  in  the  piece. 

M  Butter-  and  cheese -oloth. 

"  Buttons,  tapes,  wadding,  pins,  needles. 

"Calico,  white  and  grey,  also  cotton  sheet- 
ings, in  the  piece. 

"  Corduroy,  moleskin,  and  plain  beaverskin, 
of  cotton,  in  the  piece. 

"  Coloured  cotton  shirtings ;  flannelette  shirt- 
ings. 

"  Union  shirtings  the  invoice  value  of  which 
does  not  exceed  6d.  the  yard. ' 

"  Forfar,  dowlas,  and  flax-sheeting,  when  cut 
up  under  supervision  in  sizes  not  exceeding 
47in.  x  36in.  for  making  flour-bags. 

"  Fur-skins,  green  or  sun-dried. 

"Gold  or  silver  lace  or  braid  foe  military 
clothing. 

"  Hatmakers'  materials— viz. :  silk  plush ; 
felt  hoods;  shellac;  galloons;  calicoes;  spale- 
boards  for  hat-boxes ;  leathers  and  linings ; 
blocks  ;  moulds ;  frames ;  ventilators ;  and 
tassels. 

"  Hessians,  plain  or  striped,  and  scrim. 

"  Minor  articles  (required  in  the  making-up 
of  apparel,  boots,  shoes,  hats,  caps,  saddlery, 
umbrellas,  parasols,  and  sunshades),  enume- 
rated in  any  order  of  the  Commissioner,  and 
published  in  the  Gazette. 

"  Sailcloth,  canvas,  and  unbleached  double- 
warped  duck,  in  the  piece. 

"  Sewing  cottons,  silks,  and  threads  ;  crochet, 
darning,  and  knitting  cottons. 

"  Silk  for  flour-dressing. 

"  Silk- twist  (shoemakers'  and  saddlers'). 

"  Staymakers1  binding,  eyelets,  corset-fasten- 
ers, jean,  ticks,  lasting,  sateen,  and  cotell. 

"  Tailors'  trimmings  —  viz. :  plain-coloured 
imitation  hair-cloth ;  canvas ;  plain  Verona 
and  Italian  cloth  of  cotton  or  wool ;  buckram ; 
wadding  and  padding ;  silk,  worsted,  and  cotton 
bindings  and  braids;  stay- bind ings ;  Russia 
braids ;  shoulder-pads ;  buckles ;  silesias ;  drab, 
slate,  and  brown  jeans;  pocketings;  slate, 
black,  and  brown  dyed  unions  and  linens. 

"  Umbrella -makers'  materials — viz.:  rever- 
sible and  levantine  silk-mixtures,  gloria,  and 
satin  de  chene  of  not  less  than  44in.  in  width ; 
alpaca  cloth,  with  border ;  zanella  cloth,  with 
border;  also  other  piece-goods  on  such  con- 
ditions as  the  Commissioner  may  approve ; 
sticks,  runners,  notches,  caps,  ferrules,  oups, 
ribs,  stretchers,  tips,  and  rings. 

"  Waterproof  material  in  the  piece." 

VOL.  X0.-32. 


Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  in  the  item 
"  Union  shirtings  the  invoice  value  of  which 
does  not  exceed  6d.  the  yard,"  "  6d."  be  struck 
out,  and  "  7d."  inserted. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  "  6d."  retained. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved  to  insert,  after  the  words 
"Forfar,  dowlas,  and  flax-sheeting,  when  cut  up 
under  supervision  in  sizes  not  exceeding  47in. 
x  86in.  for  making  flour-bags,"  the  following 
words:  "and  not  exceeding  64in.  for  lining 
wool- mats." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  to  add  "brown 
hollands  "  to  the  free-list. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BUICK  asked  why  fur-skins  should  be 
allowed  to  oome  in  free. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  so  that  the  preparation  of 
the  skins  might  be  done  in  the  oolony. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add  "  angola  mend- 
ings not  exceeding  45  yards,  on  cards,"  to  the 
free-list. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Duthie  moved  to  add  "  sail-twine  and 
roping-twine  "  to  the  free-list. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  moved,  in  "Tailors'  trim- 
mings "  to  add,  after  the  words  "  plain  Verona 
and,"  the  words  "  plain,  diagonal,  and  such 
patterns  of  checked  Italian  cloth  as  may  be 
approved  of  by  the  Commissioner  of  Customs." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Class  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"  Class  VII. — Leather;  and  Articles  used  in 
Leather  Manufactures. 

u  Saddlers'  ironmongery  (except  bits  and 
stirrup-irons),  names,  and  mounts  for  harness ; 
Btraining,  suroingle,  brace,  girtb,  and  roller 
webs ;  collar-check,  and  the  same  article  made 
of  such  quality  as  may  be  approved  of  by  the 
Commissioner ;  legging-buckles. 

"  Saddle-trees. 

"  Goatskins,  undressed. 

"  Hogskins. 

"Kangaroo-,  wallabi-skins,  undressed. 

"  Leather,  japanned  or  enamelled ;  goat- 
skins, dressed  as  morocco,  coloured  (other  than 
black). 

"  Grindery,  except  heel-  and  toe-plates. 

"  Tanning  materials,  crude. 

"  Bootmakers'  linings,  canvas,  plain  or 
ooloured ;  bag  and  portmanteau  linings,  of 
such  materials,  qualities,  and  patterns  as  may 
be  approved  by  the  Commissioner. 

"  Boot-elastic. 

"Boots,  shoes,  and  slippers — viz.,  children's, 
Nos.  0  to  8. 

"  Cork  soles,  and  sock  soles. 

"  Leather-cloth." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  except "  after  "  Saddlers'  ironmongery," 
so  as  to  allow  "  bits  and  stirrup-irons  "  to  come 
in  duty-free.  The  saddlers  did  not  want  any 
increase  of  duty,  and  were  quite  satisfied  with 
the  present  protection. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  word  'except'  be  retained." 
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Buick 

C  adman 

Garncross 

Garnell 

Carroll 

Collins 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Hutchison,  W. 

Allen 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Massey 


Ayes,  36. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lawry 
Maslin 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
McLaohlan 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Parata 
Pinkerton 

Noes,  15. 
McGuire 
MitohelBon 
Montgomery 
Newman 
O'Regan 


Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Mills 
Morrison. 


Russell,  W.  R. 
Thompson,  R. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Wilson. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Buddo 
Houston 
Joyce 

Mackintosh 
Pere. 


Against. 
Hutchison,  G. 
Button 
Bell 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  21. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved  to  place  "  saddlers' 
serges  and  kerseys"  on  the  free-list. 

Mr.  WARD  could  not  accept  the  motion,  as 
such  materials  could  not  be  distinguished  from 
other  materials  of  the  same  kind. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  hoped  the  Treasurer  would 
accept  the  suggestion.  The  saddlery  trade 
asked  for  this  concession,  and  he  understood 
that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  distinguish- 
ing the  material,  or  that  counterfeit  material 
would  be  likely  to  be  brought  in  duty-free. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  could  not  be  done,  as  the 
serges  used  by  the  saddlers  would  clash  with 
other  kinds. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  the  following  words 
be  inserted  after  " goatskins" — namely,  "crust 
or  rough-tanned,  but" ;  *'  East  India  kip,  crust 
or  rough-tanned,  but  undressed." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  VII.  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"  Class  VIII.— Furniture,  Ac. 

"  Blind- webbing  and  -tape. 

"  Carpenters'  baskets. 

"  Upholsterers'  webbing,  hair  seating,  imita- 
tion hair  seating,  curled  hair,  gimp  and  cord  of 
wool,  cotton,  or  silk ;  tufts  and  studs." 

Agreed  to. 

11  Class  IX. — China,  Glass,  dc. 

"  Bottles,  empty,  plain  glass,  not  being  cut 
or  ground  ;  also,  jars  up  to  3in.  in  diameter  at 
the  mouth. 

"  Jars  or  other  dutiable  vessels,  containing 
free  goods  or  goods  subject  to  a  fixed  rate  of 
duty,  and  being  ordinary  trade  packages  for  the 
goods  contained  in  them. 


"Glass   plates    (engraved)    for   photo-litho- 
graphic work." 
Agreed  to. 

"  Class  X.— Fancy  Goods,  dc. 

"  Action- work  and  keys,  in  frames  or  other- 
wise, for  manufacture  of  organs,  harmoniums, 
and  pianos ;  organ-pipes  and  stop-knobs. 

41  Artists'  canvas,  colours,  brushes*  and  pallet- 
knives. 

"  Magic-lanterns,  lenses,  and  slides. 

"  Microscopes  and  astronomical  telescopes, 
and  lenses  for  same. 

"  Musioal  instruments  specially  imported  for 
Volunteer  bands. 

"  Paintings,  statuary,  and  works  of  art,  pre- 
sented to  or  imported  by  any  public  institution 
or  art  association  registered  as  a  body  cor- 
porate, for  display  in  the  buildings  bf  such 
institution  or  association,  and  not  to  be  sold  or 
otherwise  disposed  of. 

"  Photographic  cameras  and  lenses. 

"  Precious  stones,  cut  or  uncut. 

"  Sensitised  surfaces  for  photographic  pur- 
poses." 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  the  following  item 
be  added  to  the  list :  "  Photographs  of  personal 
friends  in  letters  or  packets." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing words  after  "  otherwise  disposed  of  " — 
namely,  in  the  item  "  Paintings,  statuary,*' 
&c. :  "  stained-glass  windows,  specially  imported 
for  churches  and  public  buildings." 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  18. 


Carncross 

Mitchelson 

Stevens 

Carroll 

Montgomery 

Steward 

Duthie 

Newman 

Wilson. 

Lang 

O'Regan 

Tellers. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Allen 

Massey 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Buchanan. 

McGuire 

Noes,  36. 

Buick 

Lawry 

Pirani 

Cadman 

Maslin 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Carnell 

McKenzie,  J. 

Seddon 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  R. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Earnshaw 

McLachlan 

Tanner 

Flatman 

McNab 

Thompson,  R. 

Graham 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

Millar 

Ward. 

Hall-Jones 

Mills 

Willis. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W 

Parata 

Collins 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

McGowan. 

Larnach 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Bell 

Joyce 

Button 

Houston 

Green 

Reeves 

Hutchison,  G.           Buddo 

Stout 

Mackintosh 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

Majority  against 

,  18. 

Amendment 

negatived. 
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Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add  to  the  item  "  Pre- 
vious stones,  out  or  uncut,"  the  words  "  and 
•unmounted." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Class  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"  Class  XL— Paper,  dtc. 

"  Bookbinders'  materials— viz.,  cloth,  leather, 
thread,  headbands,  webbing,  end-papers,  taoket- 
ing  -  gut,  marbling-colours,  marble-paper,  blue 
paste  for  ruling-ink,  staple-presses,  wire  staples, 
staple- sticks. 

"  Butter-paper,  known  as  parohment  paper 
or  waxed  paper. 

"  Cardboard  and  pasteboard,  of  sizes  not  less 
than  that  known  as  4  royal.' 

"Cardboard  boxes,  material  for — viz.,  gold 
and  silver  paper,  plain  and  embossed,  gelatine 
.and  coloured  papers,  known  as  •  box-papers/ 

"  Cloth-lined  boards,  not  less  than  royal. 

"  Cloth- lined  papers,  enamelled  paper ;  ivo- 
rite  and  gelatine ;  metallic  paper ;  not  less 
than  demy. 

"  Copying-paper,  medium  and  double-fools- 
cap, in  original  mill  wrappers  and  labels. 

"  Hand-made  cheque-paper. 

"  Ink,  printing. 

'•  Masticated  para. 

"  Millboard,  and  bookbinders'  leather-board. 

"  Paper,  hand-made  or  machine-made  book 
or  writing,  of  sizes  not  less  than  the  size  known 
as  '  demy,'  when  in  original  wrappers. 

"  Printing-paper. 

"  Printed  books,  papers,  and  musio,  not  other- 
wise enumerated. 

"  School-slates,  and  educational  apparatus." 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved  to  add  "  cartridge-paper 
for  drawing-books." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Class  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"  Class  XIL— Metals. 

"  Anchors. 

"  Artificers'  tools. 

"  Axes  and  hatchets ;  spades,  shovels,  and 
forks  ;  picks ;  mattocks ;  quartz  and  knapping 
hammers ;  scythes,  sheep  -  shears,  reaping- 
hooks  ;  soldering-irons ;  paperhangers'  scissors ; 
butchers'  saws  and  cleavers. 

"  Axles,  axle-arms,  and  boxes. 

"Band-saws  and  folding  -  saws,  including 
frames. 

44  Bellows-nails. 

"Bicycles  and  tricycles,  fittings  for— viz.: 
rubber-tires,  handles,  and  pedals;  also  drop- 
forgings  and  stampings,  ball-bearings;  weld- 
less  steel  tube  in  full  lengths,  rims,  forks,  and 
spokes,  in  the  rough. 

"  Blacksmiths'  anvils,  forges,  and  fans. 

"  Bolts,  5in.  by  £in.  in  diameter,  and  under, 
and  nuts  for  same. 

"  Brass  and  copper,  in  pigs,  bars,  tubes,  or 
sheets. 

"Brass  tubing  and  stamped  work,  in  the 
rough,  for  gasaliers  and  brackets. 

11  Caps,  percussion. 

"  Card-clothing  for  woollen-mills, 

"Chains,  iron,  not  being  dog-chains  or 
chains  made  up  with  attachments. 


"  Copper  and  composition,  rod,  bolts,  sheath- 
ing, and  nails. 

"  Couch-roll  jackets,  machine-wires,  beater- 
bars,  and  Btrainer-plates  for  paper-mills. 

"  Crucibles. 

"  Emery  grinding  machines. 

"  Empty  iron  drums,  not  exceeding  10  gal- 
lons capacity. 

"  Engineers'  machine  tools. 

"  Eyelets. 

"  Fire-engines. 

"  Fish-hooks. 

"  Galvanising  bath,  welned. 

"  Gas-engines  and  hammers,  and  oil-engines. 

"  Glassmakers'  moulds. 

"  Hydraulic  cranes. 

"  Iron-  and  brass- wove  wire  and  wire-gauze  ; 
also  wire-netting. 

"  Iron  boiler- elates  and  unflanged  end-plates 
for  boilers ;  boiler- tubes  not  exceeding  6in.  in 
diameter,  and  unflanged ;  Bowling's  expansion 
rings ;  furnace-flues. 

"  Iron,  plain  black  sheet,  rod,  bolt,  bar,  plate, 
hoop,  and  pig. 

"  Iron  rolled  girders. 

"  Iron  plates,  screws,  and  castings  for  ships. 

"  Iron  wire  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

"  Lead,  in  pigs  and  bars. 

"  Locomotives. 

"Machinery,  dairying;  also  engines  and 
boilers  specially  imported  for  and  to  be  used 
in  a  dairy. 

"  Machinery  for  agricultural  purposes ;  also 
ploughs  and  harrows,  chaff-cutters,  corn- 
crushers,  corn  -  shelters,  and  seed  -  cleaners ; 
also  materials  for  manufacturing  the  same — 
viz.,  reaper  -  knife  sections,  fingers,  brass 
and  steel  springs  and  tilt-rakes,  chaff- cutting 
knives,  malleable  castings,  fittings  for  thresh- 
ing-mills, discs  for  harrows,  forgings  for  ploughs, 
mouldboard-plates  and  steel  share-plates  cut 
to  pattern,  and  skeith-plates. 

"Machines  for  flour- mills,  woollen -mills, 
paper-mills,  rope-  and  twine-making,  dredging, 
sawmilling,  planing,  and  woodworking  (in- 
cluding lathes),  oil-refining,  boring,  refrigerat- 
ing or  preserving  meat. 

"Machinery  for  mining  purposes,  including 
machine  pumps. 

"  Machine  saws. 

"Metal  fittings  for  trunks,  portmanteaux, 
travelling-bags,  leggings,  bag*,  and  satchels. 

"  Metal  sheaves  for  blocks. 

"  Metallic  capsules. 

"  Perambulators  and  the  like  vehicles,  fittings 
for,  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

"  Perforated  or  cellular  sheet  zinc  or  iron. 

"  Portable  engines  on  four  wheels,  with 
boilers  of  locomotive  type ;  also  traction-en- 
gines. 

"  Printing-machines,  presses,  type,  and  ma- 
terials not  otherwise  enumerated. 

"  Rails  for  railways  and  tramways. 

"  Riddles  and  sieves. 

"  Rivets  and  washers. 

"  Set-screws,  engineers'  studs,  and  split- 
pins. 

"  Sewing-,  knitting-,  and  kilting-machines. 
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Ayes,  45. 

Buick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Parata 

C  adman 

Kelly,  W. 

Pinker  ton 

Carncross 

Lang 

Pirani 

Oarnell 

Larnach 

Seddon 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

Maslin 

Stevens 

Crowther 

McGowan 

Steward 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tanner 

25- 


"  Soda-water  machines  ;  also  machines  for 
aerating  liquids. 

"Spiral  springs, (except  sofa-  and  mattress- 
springs). 

"  Steam  and  hydraulic  pressure  and  vacuum 
gauges. 

"Surveyors'  steel  bands  and  measuring- 
tapes. 

"  Swords. 

"  Tacks  of  all  kinds. 

"  Tea-packing  lead. 

"Tin,  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets. 

"Tinsmiths'  fittings,  including  stamped  or 
blocked  tin,  planished  or  un planished. 

"  Wire,  of  brass,  copper,  or  lead. 

"  Zinc,  plain  sheet. 

"  Zinc  plates  for  photo-lithographic  work/' 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add,  in  connection 
with  "  Bicycles  and  tricycles,  fittings  for,"  the 
words  "rubber  and  cork"  before  "handles," 
and  "  rubbers  "  after  "  pedal." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS  moved  to  insert,  in  con- 
nection with  the  same  item,  "  pneumatic  tires, 
outside  covers,  and  inner  tubes." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  moved  to  strike  out  the  item 
"Bolts,  5in.  by  Jin.  in  diameter,  and  under, 
and  nutB  for  same,"  with  the  view  of  inserting 
the  following  words :  "  Carriage-  and  coach- 
bolts,  5in.  by  Jin.  in  diameter  and  under; 
engineers'  bolts  and  nuts ;  iron  nuts,  tapped 
and  untapped ;  bolt-ends."  No  factory  in  the 
colony  could  provide  the  enormous  plant  that 
would  be  required  for  the  manufacture  of  all 
sizeB  of  nuts  and  heads  and  shoulders. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  know  what  he  was  talk- 
ing about.  A  screwing-machine  would  make 
screws  from  Jin.  to  ljin.  With  regard  to 
any  large  factories  where  they  were  making 
the  same  class  of  bolts  all  the  year  round, 
they  oould  go  in  for  a  maohine  for  making 
any  special  bolt  they  wanted.  If  they  were 
to  foster  local  industries  they  must  work  up 
from  the  raw  material,  instead  of  importing 
everything  just  ready  to  put  together.  There 
was  no  reason  whatever  why  these  things 
should  not  be  manufactured  in  the  colony. 
At  the  present  time  there  were  several  large 
firms  in  the  colony  deliberately  evading  the 
Customs  in  regard  to  these  bolts. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  the  Committee  would 
agree  to  what  was  in  the  Bill.  He  knew  very 
well  that  these,  bolts  could  be  made  in  the 
colony,  and  at  present  the  colony  was  being 
defrauded  in  regard  to  their  importation.  Car- 
riage-bolts were  got  in  free,  and  were  used 
for  other  purposes  altogether.  What  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  proposed  was  practically  to  admit 
all  bolts  and  nuts  free.  There  was  no  foundry 
well  equipped  that  had  not  got  its  bolt  and 
screwing  machines.  The  most  up-to-date  screw- 
making  machine  could  be  landed  here  from  the 
Atlas  Works  in  Manchester  for  £50. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 


Earnshaw  McKenzie,  R.    Thompson,  R. 

Flatman  McNab  Thompson,  T. 

Graham  Millar  Ward 

Hall  Mills  Willis. 

Hall-Jones         Montgomery  Tellers. 

Harris  Morrison  McLachlan 

Hogg  O'Regan  Meredith. 

Joyce 

Noes,  12. 
Allen  Heke  Wilson. 

Bell  Massey  Tellers. 

Button  Newman  Buchanan 

Praser  Russell,  G.  W.  Duthie. 

Green 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Buddo  Mitchelson 

Houston  Stout 

Pere  Te  Ao 

Reeves.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for,  83. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved  to  strike  out  "  iin.,'** 
with  the    view   of    inserting   "Jin."  in   lieu 
thereof. 

Mr.  MASLIN  contended  that  the  effect  of 
agreeing  to  this  would  be  the  increasing  of 
taxation. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  could  not  see  this  at  all. 
The  wording  of  the  item  was  "  5in.  by  £in.  in  • 
diameter  and  under."    That  included  Jin. 

The  CHAIRMAN  thought  the  amendment 
would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  duty. 
The  Treasurer  assured  him  this  would  be  so. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said,  then,  anything  which 
was  struck  out  of  these  exemptions  meant  in- 
crease of  duty. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  Yes. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  that  under  the  Act  of 
1888  bolts  and  nuts  were  liable  to  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  position  was  that  car- 
riage and  ships'  bolts  were  free  under  the  old 
tariff,  and  other  bolts  independently  of  those 
were  charged  a  20-per-cent.  duty.  The  proposal 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Earnshaw)  would  remove  some  of  those 
in  the  free-list,  and  that  was  increasing  the 
duty. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  asked  if  American  bolU 
for  any  purpose  were  coming  in  free. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  Yes ;  if  they  came  within 
the  dimensions  of  the  free  item  they  would  be 
admitted  duty-free,  whether  they  came  from 
America  or  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

Mr.  MORRISON  would  move,  That  the  whole- 
item  be  struck  out. 
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The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  effect  of  that  would 
be  to  place  these  articles  under  some  duty  that 
was  now  in  force. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  it  would  leave  the 
'taxation  where  it  was  before. 

Mr.  TANNER  said,  if  they  could  not  strike 
out  any  of  these  items,  they  might  just  as  well 
pass  the  whole  free-list  en  bloc  and  go  home. 

Mr.  MASSEY  moved,  after  the  word 
"Chains,"  to  strike  out  the  words  "  not  being 
dog- chains  or  chains  made  up  with  attach- 
ments," and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing words :  "  trace-  and  plough-chains,  or  metal 
rings  required  for  repairing  or  completing 
riding  or  driving  harness,  or  saddlery  to  be  pre- 
pared or  made  in  the  colony." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  the  words 
"  and  emery-wheels  "  be  added  to  the  wordB 
"Emery  grinding  machines." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so 
.added." 

Ayes,  30. 
Allen  Hall  Newman 

Buchanan  Hall-Jones         O' Regan 

Buick  Hogg  Pinkerton 

Carncross  Kelly,  J.  W.       Russell,  W.  R. 

Carroll  Maslin  Steward 

Collins  Massey  Tanner 

Duncan  McKenzie,  R.    Thompson,  T. 

Duthie  McLachlan  Tellers. 

Earnshaw  McNab  Crowther 

•Graham  Montgomery      Smith,  G.  J. 

Green 


<3adman 
Carnell 
Flatman 
Harris 


Noes,  21. 
Larnaoh 
Lawry 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 


Seddon 
Thompson,  R. 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Morrison 
Smith,  E. 


M. 


Hutchison,  W.  Meredith 
Joyce  Mills 

Kelly,  W.  Parata 

Ijang 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Hutchison  Buddo 

Mackenzie,  T.  Reeves 

Mitohelson  Carroll 

Stout  Mackintosh 

Te  Ao  Pere 

Wilson.  Pirani. 

Majority  for,  9. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  the  words  "  and 
emery-wheels  "  added. 

Mr.  BUICK  moved  to  insert  in  the  item 
44  Fire-engines  "  the  words  **  including  Merry- 
weather's  Chemical  Fire-engines." 
Mr.  WARD  accepted  the  amendment. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 
Mr.   ALLEN   moved,    respecting   the    item 
"Iron   boiler-plates,"  &c,  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  not  exceeding  6in.  in  diameter,  and 
unflanged." 

Mr.  WARD  had  no  objection  to  striking  out 
the  words  as  proposed. ' 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  was  surprised  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  made  such  an  enormous 


number  of  exemptions  in  the  engineering  trade. 
Throughout,  the  question  had  been,  how  to 
please  the  country  and  put  the  burden  on  the 
towns. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  remarkably  easy  to 
make  a  sweeping  statement  of  that  sort,  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  entirely  incorrect. 
He  was  quite  prepared  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  his  action  in  connection  with  the 
tariff  proposals. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Mr.  MASSEY  moved  to  add  to  the  item 
"  Iron  wire  not  otherwise  enumerated "  the 
words  "  including  fencing -wire,  plain  and 
barbed." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question  of 
inserting  the  words  *•  including  fencing-wire, 
plain  and  barbed." 


Allen 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Button 

Carncross 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Cadman 
Carnell 
Collins 
Earnshaw 
Jovce 

Ke'lly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 


Ayes,  33. 
Hall 

Hall-Jones 
Harris 
Hogg 
Lang 
Larnach 
Maslin 
McGuire 
McLachlan 
MoNab 
Meredith 

Nobs,  22. 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  R. 
Millar 
Mills 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Russell,  G.  W. 


Montgomery 
Newman 
O'Regan 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  R. 
Willis 
Wilson. 
Tellers. 


Steward. 


Seddon 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Pirani 
Tanner. 


For. 
Buddo 
Green 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mitchelson 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Smith,  E.  M. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Reeves 
Carroll 
Houston 
Pere. 


Majority  for,  11. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved,  That  "  engines  and 
boilers  specially  imported  for  and  to  be  used  in 
a  dairy  "  be  struck  out.  There  were  seven  or 
eight  thousand  men  employed  in  the  iron  in- 
dustry in  the  colony,  and  by  admitting  this 
class  of  machinery  free  they  were  being  de- 
prived of  earning  a  living.  They  only  had  a 
bare  existence  at  the  present  time,  and,  al- 
though dairy  machinery  was  allowed  to  come 
in  free,  he  did  not  see  why  the  exemption  should 
extend  to  the  engines  and  boilers. 

Mr.  WARD  suggested  that  a  vote  should  be 
taken  at  this  point,  in  order  to  obtain  an 
expression  of  opinion  from  the  House  as  to 
whether  or  not  it  was  desirable  that  a  duty  of 
5  per  cent,  should  be  imposed  on  all  machinery 
imported  into  the  colony.    All  classes  of  the 
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community  ought  to  take  a  fair  proportion  of 
the  taxation.  The  total  amount  of  duty  col- 
lected on  all  classes  of  machinery  amounted  to 
only  £6,000  a  year ;  and  he  thought  that  the 
agricultural  portion  of  the  community  would 
receive  more  benefit  by  having  a  larger  number 
of  people  employed  in  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustry than  they  would  receive  by  having  their 
machinery  free  of  duty.  He  hoped  that  those 
honourable  members  who  represented  the  farm- 
ing community,  and  who  had  had  a  very  good 
innings,  would  agree  to  his  suggestion,  and 
grant  what  was  a  slight  modicum  of  justice  to 
the  manufacturers  of  machinery.  The  duty 
proposed  would  assist  to  a  small  extent  import- 
ant local'  industries  throughout  the  whole 
colony,  and  would  not  be  confined  to  one  por- 
tion only.  If  the  House  would  unanimously 
agree  to  the  motion,  he  would  undertake  to 
bring  in  the  necessary  procedure  to  give  effect 
to  it. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  objected  to  imposing  what 
was  really  a  primage  duty  on  machinery.  The 
late  Mr.  Ballance  urged  that  a  primage  duty 
was  not  a  fair  duty.  He  would  point  out,  with 
regard  to  engines  and  boilers,  that  any  engi- 
neering shop  worthy  of  being  called  an  engi- 
neering shop  could  make  all  that  were  re- 
quired in  the  colony.  For  dairy  purposes  the 
average  horse-power  of  the  engine  required  was 
five  or  six,  and  did  not  exceed  eight.  The 
colonial  shops  could  make  them,  but  the  large 
outside  firms  had  often  undercut  them  in  price. 
One  New  Zealand  firm  actually  got  an  order  to 
make  an  engine  and  boiler  for  a  dairy  factory, 
when  the  representative  of  Tangye  and  Go.  on 
hearing  of  the  matter  offered  to  do  the  same 
work  for  £10  less,  the  result  being  that  an  out- 
sider got  the  order.  He  mentioned  this  case 
to  show  how  the  outsiders  were  prepared  to 
undercut  the  local  manufacturers.  He  did  not 
think  the  dairy  people  would  gain  one  pound 
on  an  engine  if  this  proposal  were  carried. 
They  would  have  to  pay  just  as  much  for  the 
imported  engine  as  for  a  local  one.  He  would 
strongly  support  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Chalmers. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  if  he  understood 
the  Treasurer  to  say  that  engines  imported  for 
a  dairy  factory  came  in  free. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Yes. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  engine  might 
be  sold  for  other  purposes  a  fortnight  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  like  to  see  the  item 
Btruck  out,  and  he  would  like  to  see  all 
machinery  placed  on  the  same  footing.  Certain 
machinery  might  be  imported  for  a  specific 
purpose,  and  thus  come  in  free,  and  it  might 
be  submitted  to  auction  the  day  after  it  was 
landed,  and  then  be  used  for  other  purposes. 
Under  such  circumstances  he  thought  it  was 
better  that  they  should  have  a  uniform  tariff 
for  purely  revenue  purposes  upon  all  engines 
and  boilers.  He  might  point  out  that  they 
had  lost  about  £10,000  of  revenue  by  putting 
plain  and  barbed  wire  on  the  free-list.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  asking  the  House  too  much  to 
Agree  to  a  uniform  tariff  of  5  per  cent.  This 
Mr.  Ward 


small  duty  would  also  be  a  benefit  to  our 
engineers  and  foundrymen,  who  had  fared  very 
badly  so  far  as  the  tariff  was  concerned. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  to  know  how 
any  agricultural  representative  in  the  House- 
could  go  back  to  his  constituents  and  argue- 
that  the  dairy  industry,  for  instance,  would  be 
benefited  by  this  5-per-cent.  tax  on  machinery, 
or  that  this  increase  in  his  already  heavy 
expenditure  on  machinery  would  any  better 
enable  the  settler  to  meet  the  keen  competi- 
tion he  had  in  the  European  markets  for  every 
article  of  produce. 

Mr.  WARD  said  any  one  would  think,  to 
listen  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the 
Government  were  putting  on  a  protective  tariff 
against  machinery.  Did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man mean  to  tell  him  that  the  various  classes 
of  the  community  would  object  to  contributing 
to  the  extent  of  5  per  cent,  to  the  revenue  of 
the  country  ?  So  far  as  agricultural  machinery 
was  conoerned,  he  ventured  to  say  this  whole- 
duty  would  not  amount  to  more  than  a  couple- 
of  thousand  pounds,  and  yet,  when  the  Govern- 
ment asked  to  have  their  revenue  restored  to  a 
certain  extent  by  this  means,  speeches  were 
made  as  if  they  were  going  to  impose  a  protec- 
tive tax-  He  would  venture  to  say  that  Free- 
traders in  various  parts  of  the  world  would  look 
on  this  as  a  free- trade  tariff.  There  were,  he 
was  sure,  mining  representatives  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  who  would  favour  this  5-per-cent. 
duty.  He  hoped  the  Committee  would  recol- 
lect they  were  greatly  behindhand,  as  the  result 
of  the  alterations  made  by  the  Committee  on 
this  Bill.  This  would  not  bear  heavily  on  any 
class,  and  it  would  enable  them  to  make  up- 
£6,000  of  revenue  extending  over  the  whole 
country. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  tax  was  one  that  would 
not  be  appreciably  felt  by  any  farmer  or  settler,, 
and  was  legitimate,  as  being  imposed  for  re- 
venue purposes.  It  was  necessary  to  do  some- 
thing in  view  of  the  number  of  engineers  who- 
were  unable  to  find  employment  at  their  own 
trade — to  do  something  to  prevent  the  large 
influx  of  machinery  from  various  parts  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  pointed  out  that  the 
Government  had  assisted  the  dairy  industry 
largely  of  recent  years,  in  bringing  out  experts 
and  reducing  railway-rates,  et  cetera.  With  re- 
gard to  other  industries,  it  appeared  to  him  a 
certain  section  of  the  House  were  inclined  to 
underrate  the  importance  of  endeavouring  to 
establish  the  iron  industry  in  this  colony. 

Mr.  HALL  said,  if  ever  there  was  an  industry 
that  required  assistance  it  was  the  dairy  in- 
dustry at  present,  and  to  carry  the  amendment 
would  mean  that  the  expenses  of  the  dairy 
companies  would  be  increased  by  about  20  per 
cent. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  House  to  bear  in 
mind  that  the  Government  had  done  a  great 
deal  to  help  the  dairy  industry  :  they  had  put 
on  the  general  taxpayer  the  cost  of  payment  of 
inspectors  and  experts,  grading -sheds,  about 
£8,000  a  year  for  freezing,  cool-storage,  and  the- 
r eduction  of  railway-rates.     The  cost  of  ma- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.]         Customs  and  Excise         [HOUSE.] 


Duties  Bill. 


503 


cbinery  for  small  creameries  would  amount  to 
about  £100,  and  all  they  were  asked  to  contri- 
bute as  duty  for  this  machinery  was  a  five- 
pound  note.  As  to  mining  machinery,  engine, 
boilers,  and  stampers  would  cost  about  £500, 
except  with  regard  to  the  large  mining  com- 
panies1 properties  in  the  Auckland  District. 
The  Government  provided  Inspectors,  con- 
structed roadB,  paid  for  prospecting,  and  they 
asked  companies  which  had  £50,000  invested  to 
contribute  only  £25  duty  for  their  machinery 
if  they  imported  it.  The  all-round  duty  of  5 
per  cent,  was,  in  his  opinion,  very  fair.  In  this 
tariff  they  had  practically  given  £30,000  to  the 
agricultural  industry.  In  barbed  wire  alone 
they  had  given  that  industry  £9,000.  The  loss 
of  £25,000  to  the  revenue  had  to  be  made  up. 
If  not,  it  meant  a  deficit,  and  the  Government 
were  not  going  to  risk  that.  If  the  money  did 
not  come  in  it  meant  less  expenditure  and  less 
work,  and  roads  could  not  be  made  to  these 
creameries  and  factories!  The  Government 
were  asking  this  for  revenue  purposes,  and 
they  were  asking  for  nothing  unreasonable. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that,  although  the 
Premier  said  that  they  had  nominally  given 
the  agricultural  industry  £30,000— which  he 
very  much  doubted — yet  that  industry  was 
taxed  to  the  tune  of  £300,000  in  the  shape  of 
land-tax.  To  put  this  tax  on  machinery  would 
mean  the  clogging  of  the  wheels  of  industry, 
and  would  stop  employment.  An  injury  would 
be  done  to  every  manufacturing  industry  in  the 
colony.  There  was  scarcely  an  industry  in  the 
country  which  would  not  be  more  or  less 
hampered  by  this  tax  on  machinery. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  if  the  item  was 
passed  in  the  way  it  was  proposed  it  could 
only  affect  newly-established  companies,  which 
would  be  met  by  this  5- per- cent,  duty  on  ma- 
chinery.    He  would  support  the  tax. 

Mr.  MASLIN  was  opposed  to  this  proposal, 
and  would  like  to  know  definitely  if  it  included 
reapers-and-binders. 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that  it  did  not. 

Mr.  MASLIN  said  the  bootmaking  and  other 
kindred  industries  were  assisted  in  every  way, 
whilst  the  agricultural  industry  was  to  be 
hampered  in  away  which  was  very  undesirable. 
If  a  concession  of  a  few  thousand  pounds  had 
been  given  in  respect  of  fencing-wire  it  was 
proposed  to  put  it  on  again  in  this  other  direc- 
tion. The  duty  they  proposed  to  put  on  ma- 
chinery— 5  per  cent. — would  bring  in  over 
£7,000.  Add  to  that  £4,462  they  would  get 
from  the  machinery  charged  at  20  per  cent., 
and  they  would  .have  over  £12,000  on  ma- 
chinery.   He  did  not  think  it  could  stand  it. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  admitted  that  the  present 
Government  had  done  more  for  the  farmers 
than  any  previous  Government,  and  he  could 
stand  this  duty  had  he  not  seen  retaliation 
in  it.  The  town  members  could  not  swallow 
their  defeat  on  the  wire  question,  and  there- 
fore in  retaliation  for  that  this  duty  was 
being  imposed.  It  was  not  done  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  industries  of  the  colony. 
At  any  rate,  it  ought  to  be  clearly  specified 
what  machinery  was  to  come  under  the  pro- 


posed 5  per  cent.,  otherwise  they  did  not  know 
what  they  were  doing.  Beer  could  stand  a  duty 
better  than  maohinery,  and  even  if  a  beer  duty 
were  imposed  the  farmer  would  have  to  pay 
after  all,  because  he  would  get  less  for  his  bar- 
ley, while  a  glass  of  beer  would  cost  no  more. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  farmers  had  just 
been  relieved  of  taxation  to  the  extent  of 
£10,COO  upon  fencing-wire,  and  now,  because 
this  duty  was  proposed,  their  representatives 
raised  the  question  of  country  versus  town. 
One-third  of  the  machinery  in  the  colony  was 
used  in  the  towns.  This  was  really  a  Farmers 
Protection  Bill.  He  did  not  approve  of  the 
5  per  cent,  which  the  Governmentr  were  going 
to  put  on.  It  would  be  of  no  advantage  to  the 
engineering  industries  of  the  towns.  He  would 
far  sooner  see  the  Government  put  3d.  on  colo- 
nial beer,  which  would  make  up  what  was 
wanted,  and  the  country  would  say  that  was 
the  right  article  to  put  it  on. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  admit  the  state- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Pareora — 
that  the  present  Government  had  done  more 
for  the  farmers  than  any  previous  Government 
— if  he  meant  that  they  had  put  the  farmers 
under  the  heel  of  a  protective  tariff  more  than 
any  other  Government.  He  quoted  from  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Tariff  Board  of  Vic- 
toria to  show  that  a  protective  tariff  was  unjust 
to  the  farmers.  The  Premier  had  told  them  of 
all  the  advantages  which  the  farmers  had  re- 
ceived from  the  present  Government  in  the 
way  of  encouraging  and  developing  the  dairy- 
ing industry.  He  admitted  that  they  had  not 
been  unmindful  of  the  dairy  interest,  but  they 
had  done  far  more  for  other  industries  at  the 
expense  of  the  taxpayer.  It  was  an  extraordi- 
nary statement  to  say  that  the  farming  in- 
dustry had  received  anything  like  the  same 
measure  of  protection  as  other  industries.  He 
repudiated  the  statement  that  this  Govern- 
ment, or  any  previous  Government,  had  given 
the  farming  industry  such  protection  as  would 
justify  this  5-percent,  duty  on  agricultural 
machinery.  The  Premier  had  said  that  these 
refrigerating  machines  and  creameries  would 
only  cost  £100. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  referred  to  coolers  and 
separators. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  were  factories 
in  Taranaki  and  Wairarapa  the  machinery  of 
which  had  cost  a  great  deal  more.  He  would 
be  glad  to  assist  in  finding  revenue  in  some 
other  direction  to  meet  any  deficiency,  but  he 
thought  this  was  a  wrong  direction. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said,  though  he  acknow- 
ledged that  the  Government  had  done  a  great 
deal  both  in  connection  with  the  tariff  and  in 
other  ways  for  the  farming  community,  he  did 
not  entirely  agree  with  this  tax.  This  was  not 
a  time  to  impose  a  tax  on  dairy- farmers,  as  it 
was  well  known  that  the  dairy  industry  was 
in  a  very  critical  position  all  over  the  world. 
Prices  had  gone  down,  and  the  farmers  had 
not  only  to  compete  with  the  local  market,  but 
also  with  the  Home-market.  He  did  not  con- 
sider the  farming  .community  had  received  pro- 
tection from  the  Government. 
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An  Hon.  Member. — What  about  the  cheap 
freights  on  railways  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  farming  industry  the  railways  would  not 
pay  1  per  cent.,  and  yet  the  farmers  were  taxed 
up  to  one-fourth  of  the  value  of  boots,  clothes, 
et  cetera,  in  order  to  protect  other  industries. 
The  farmers  should  be  allowed  the  advantage 
of  the  best  and  most-improved  machinery,  to 
enable  them  to  compete  with  other  countries 
in  the  markets  of  the  world.  With  regard  to 
engines  and  boilers,  the  feeling  was  not  so 
strong,  because  some  day  they  hoped  to  be  able 
to  make  engines  and  boilers  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  thought  this  item  should 
be  struck  out  of  the  free-list.  He  believed 
there  were  workmen  in  New  Zealand  who 
could  make  as  good  a  class  of  engines  and 
boilers  as  could  be  made  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  and  tests  had  shown  that  the  iron 
smelted  in  this  country  was  well  adapted  for 
the  purpose.  A  little  protection  would  enable 
them  to  make  all  these  engines  in  the  colony. 
If  he  thought  New  Zealand  was  to  become 
purely  a  dairy-country  he  would  leave  it.  For 
his  part,  he  would  rather  see  10  per  cent,  put  on. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  it  occurred  to  him 
that  some  discrimination  was  required  in  deal- 
ing with  this  matter.  There  were  machines 
that  very  properly  should  be  placed  on  the 
free-list,  and  5  per  cent,  was  not  a  sufficient 
duty  to  be  levied  on  a  number  of  the  machines 
that  should  be  charged  duty.  It  was  barely 
sufficient  for  revenue  purposes,  and  he  sub- 
mitted there  ought  to  be  some  protection  to 
the  workers  in  the  towns.  Seeing  the  amount 
of  favour  that  had  been  extended  to  farmers 
in  the  country,  he  thought  the  workers  in  the 
towns  were  entitled  to  consideration.  Then, 
as  to  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  on  tariff 
duties,  while  that  was  good  and  sufficient  to 
guide  the  Ministers  for  the  time  being,  it  was 
not  law :  the  law  was  settled  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  above  the  Supreme  Court  was  the 
Court  of  Parliament,  the  last  Court  of  resort.  • 

Mr.  MEREDITH  denied  that  farmers  were 
protected,  or  that  protection  of  their  products 
would  either  benefit  them  or  assist  the  Govern- 
ment. He  believed  that  local  manufactures 
would  displace  the  imported  machinery,  as  im- 
ported ploughs  and  harrows  had  been  positively 
driven  out  of  the  market  by  the  superior  im- 
plements locally  produced.  The  proposed  duty 
would  not,  he  believed,  assist  the  industry  as  a 
protective  duty,  and  the  revenue  it  would  yield 
would  be  very  small  indeed.  To  put  a  duty  on 
machinery  connected  with  dairying,  refrigerat- 
ing, mining,  milling,  and  so  on  would  be  a  very 
great  mistake,  and  he  must  oppose  any  such 
imposition. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said  he  had  voted  for  the 
retention  of  duty  on  barbed  wire  not  as  protec- 
tion, but  for  revenue  purposes.  That  reduction 
had,  however,  been  carried,  and  they  were  now 
proposing  to  restore  the  lost  revenue  by  placing 
the  burden  on  a  class  of  people  better  able  to 
bear  it  than  the  young  settlers. 

Mr.  SEDDON  pointed  out  that  the  motion 
was  to  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  5  per 


cent,  should  be  levied  on  machinery,  and  not 
merely  on  engines  and  boilers,  which  happened 
to  be  the  first  item.  The  farmers  had  been 
saved  £10,000  of  taxation  by  the  exemption  of 
fencing-wire ;  the  5  per  cent,  on  machinery 
would  bring  in  £6,000,  but  that  would  be  spread 
over  every  industry,  and  the  farmers  would 
have  to  pay  only  about  one-sixth  of  it ;  so  that 
they  would  still  benefit  to  the  extent  of  £8,750. 
This  was  asked  for  so  as  to  square  both  sides  of 
the  ledger.  He  trusted  every  member  would 
feel  the  responsibility  cast  upon  him.  If  they 
did  not,  then  the  fact  was  that  there  was  going 
to  be  a  deficit.  He  regretted  very  much  having 
to  touch  machinery  of  any  description.  The 
policy  of  the,  Government  had  been  to  put  it 
all  on  the  free-list,  but  that  had  been  frustrated 
by  the  action  of  the  Opposition  in  voting  right 
through  for  all  exemptions.  It  would  be  well 
that  those  opposed  to  the  Government  should 
accept  some  little  responsibility.  Both  sides 
ought  to  see  that  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
would  meet,  and  that  the  country  should  not 
be  disgraced  by  a  deficit.  The  proposals  of 
the  Government  were  reasonable,  and  honour- 
able members  opposite  should  not  for  party 
purposes  refuse  to  accede  to  them.  The  Go- 
vernment had  done  a  great  deal  of  good  for 
the  farmers,  but  their  representatives  were 
doing  their  best  to  kill  the  Government — be- 
cause if  there  were  a  deficit  it  meant  that  the 
Government  and  the  party  must  suffer.  He 
deprecated  the  question  of  town  versus  country 
being  raised  over  this  matter ;  and,  as  regarded 
the  question  raised  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, time  would  not  permit  him  to  go  into  the 
matter,  but  he  might  say  that  where  they  were 
putting  on  duties  it  was  impossible  to  define 
where  the  question  of  revision  ended  and  that 
of  protection  began.  The  fact  was  that,  in  the 
case  of  any  article  that  could  be  manufactured 
in  the  colony,  the  moment  a  duty  was  put  on 
the  imported  article  of  the  same  class,  although 
it  was  for  revenue  purposes,  then  to  that  ex- 
tent the  duty  must  be  protective  to  those 
engaged  in  the  manufacture.  There  was  no 
retaliation  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
against  those  who  had  voted  for  a  certain  re- 
duction, and  he  was  sorry  that  such  a  feeling 
existed.  With  the  Government  it  was  simply 
a  question  of  looking  around  to  see  where  they 
could  with  the  least  injury  raise  a  certain 
amount  of  revenue  for  the  amount  they  had 
lost  owing  to  amendments  having  been  car- 
ried. If  the  House  carried  the  present  pro- 
posal  the  Government  would  go  carefully  into 
the  items  on  the  free-list,  and  in  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  place  in  the  schedule  specifi- 
cally the  machinery  that  would  have  to  pay  5 
per  cent,  and  that  which  was  to  be  exempt. 
The  Law  Officers  had  advised  that  an  engine  and 
boiler  was  machinery.  That  advice  was,  in  his 
opinion,  wrong  and  unsound,  and  he  considered 
that  experts  and  engineers  were  in  a  better 
position  to  advise  on  such  matters.  Neverthe- 
less, though  he  held  that  opinion,  as  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown  he  was  bound  to  take  the  advice 
of  the  Law  Officers  and  act  upon  it.  He  hoped 
a  decision  would  be  come  to  upon  the  matter  at 
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•once,  and  if  there  was  to  be  a  majority  against 
it  let  it  be  decided  straight  out. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  had  been  very  much  amused 
-at  the  arguments  used  in  favour  of  putting 
a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  upon  machinery,  espe- 
cially mining  machinery.  Large  sums  of  fo- 
reign capital  were  now  coming  into  the  colony 
in  connection  with  the  mining  industry,  and  to 
put  a  tax  on  it  would  be  against  the  interests 
-of  the  country.  The  more  money  that  could 
be  brought  into  the  colony  the  better  it  would 
be.  Under  this  proposal  the  Government 
would  inorease  the  cost  of  the  machinery  used 
in  the  most  important  industry  in  the  colony 
— namely,  that  of  butter-  and  cheese-making. 
The  farmers  did  not  want  any  protection,  but 
wished  to  be  let  alone,  and  to  have  no  further 
burdens  in  the  shape  of  taxation  placed  upon 
them.  It  had  been  stated  by  members  of  the 
-Government  that  a  great  deal  had  been  done 
for  the  farming  industry,  but,  while  every  other 
industry  had  been  assisted  with  very  heavy 
protection,  they  were  proposing  to  tax  the  one 
industry  that  depended  upon  the  soil,  and  the 
farmer,  who  was  the  backbone  of  the  country. 
If  the  Government  looked  around  he  felt  sure 
that  they  would  find  many  things  to  raise  tax- 
ation from,  other  than  on  the  engines  and  boilers 
used  in  the  dairy  factories.  He  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  not  press  such  an  unjust  tax. 
Mr.  WARD  said  that  honourable  members 
would  have  a  further  opportunity  of  discuss- 
ing this  question  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  he  would  suggest,  in  order  to  save 
a  double  debate,  that  they  should  take  a  vote 
4ipon  the  matter  at  once. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  25. 
Hall  Jones         O'Regan 
Heke  Russell,  W.  R. 

Lang  Steward 

Mackenzie,  T.   Thompson,  R. 
Maslin  Wilson. 

McGuire 

McNab  Tellers. 

Meredith  Green 

Montgomery      Massey. 

Noes,  27. 
Kelly,  W.  Parata 

Lawry  Pinkerton 

Mackintosh        Seddon 
McGowan  Smith,  G.  J. 

McKenzie,  J.     Tanner 
McKenzie,  R.    Ward. 
McLachlan  Tellers. 

Mills  Millar 

Hutchison,  W.  Morrison  Russell,  G.  W. 

JCelly,  J.  W. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Duthie  Pirani 

Hutchison,  G.  Buddo 

Mitchelson  Carroll 

Newman  Guinness 

Stout  Houston 

Te  Ac  Pere. 

Majority  against,  2. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  struck  out. 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Button 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Fraser 

^Graham 

Hall 

Cadman 

•Carncross 

Carnell 

Collins 

•Crowther 

Earnshaw 

Harris 


Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  insert  after  "  Ma- 
chinery for  agricultural  purposes  "  the  follow- 
ing words :  '<  and  duplicate  parts  of  suoh  ma- 
chinery." 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  last  vote  was  an  in- 
dication that  a  further  proposal  would  be 
made  to  the  House  for  a  5-percent,  duty  on 
machinery. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  what  he  indicated 
before  the  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  it  was  a  test  vote. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  in  giving  his  vote  he  did  not 
give  it  for  the  5Vper-cent.  duty.  He  gave  it 
simply  on  the  question  of  the  exemption  of 
boilers  and  engines. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked,  if  Mr.  Duncan's  amend- 
ment was  carried  would  it  cover  all  fittings 
for  ploughs,  such  as  shares,  et  cetera  9 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  would  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  test  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Committee  as  to  whether  they  would 
strike  out  the  item  altogether,  or  exclude 
engines  and  boilers.  It  would  not  do  to  leave 
the  item  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  MASLIN  said  he  understood  the  last 
division  to  be  a  test- vote  as  to  the  Government 
bringing  down  a  5-per-cent.  duty  on  ma- 
chinery. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  in  order  to  give  the  Com- 
mittee another  opportunity  of  deoiding  the 
question  of  the  5-per-cent.  duty  on  machinery, 
he  would  move  that  all  the  words  after  "  Ma- 
chinery "  be  omitted. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  the  Treasurer 
included  u  implements "  in  the  term  "  ma- 
chinery." 

Mr.  WARD  said,  No. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  definition  of 
"  machinery  "  was  very  wide.  He  had  no  doubt, 
as  the  Government  were  anxious  to  increase 
their  revenue,  they  would  have  taxation  im- 
posed upon  everything  which  could  be  called  a 
machine.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to 
insist  that  there  should  be  placed  before  them 
a  schedule  showing  what  were  the  machines 
which  were  to  be  subjected  to  taxation.  He 
thought  it  was  a  very  great  mistake  to  en- 
deavour to  tax  machines.  He  felt  quite  sure 
it  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  country. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked,  as  a  point  of 
order,  whether  the  Treasurer's  motion  would 
not  have  the  effect  of  increasing  taxation. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  at  the  present  time 
only  the  Act  of  1888  was  in  force,  this  Bill  not 
being  law;  therefore  those  articles  that  were 
on  the  free-list  in  1888  would  go  back  to  the 
free-list  under  that  Act,  and  those  that  were 
dutiable  would  go  back  to  the  20  per  cent,  they 
paid  under  that  Act. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  report  progress  to  ask 
what  the  Speaker's  ruling  was  on  the  point. 
He  was  quite  clear  that  it  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  that  just  given  from  the  ohair. 

Progress  reported. 

Mr.  JOYCE  said  that  during  the  discussion 
upon  this  Bill  in  Committee  the  question  had 
arisen,  and  Mr.  Speaker's  opinion  was  desired 
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to  be  obtained,  relative  to  this  Schedule  B — 
those  ports  of  this  class  which  were  in  the  free- 
list  in  the  Act  of  1888 — whether  they  would 
revert  to  the  Act  of  1888;  and  those  articles 
which  were  dutiable  under  that  Act — whether 
in  the  event  of  being  struck  out  in  this  Bill 
they  would  revert  to  the  Act  of  1888. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  point  of  order  really 
amounted  to  this:  that  this  Bill  proposed  to 
repeal  the  Schedule  B  of  1888,  which  was 
the  free  schedule.  If,  therefore,  these  items 
which  were  free  in  the  Act  of  1888  were  struok 
out  of  this  Bill,  which  was  also  a  free-list,  they 
must  become  subject  to  increased  taxation, 
because,  being  struck  out  of  the  free-list  here, 
they  would  come  under  the  law  for  taxation 
either  by  the  Act  of  1888  or  this  Act.  In  the 
Act  of  1888  these  items  were  on  the  free-list, 
except  four  of  them,  which  were  at  20  per  cent. 
It  was  proposed  to  put  them  all  in  at  5  per 
cent.  That  increase  could  nob  be  made  in  this 
Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  position  was  this: 
There  were  four  items  which  were  now  in  this 
free-list  whioh  were  under  Schedule  A  of  the 
Act  of  1888,  and  were  dutiable.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  items  under 
the  heading  "  Machinery  for  Agricultural  Pur- 
poses." Their  contention  was  that  those  items 
under  the  free-list  of  1888  would  go  to  the  free- 
list,  and  that  those  which  were  dutiable  under 
the  Act  of  1888  would  go  back  to  the  Act  of 
1888 ;  and  by  striking  these  out  it  was  not  in- 
creasing the  taxation  so  far  as  was  proposed  by 
this  Bill.  The  Government  claimed  that  could 
be  done.  The  question  was,  whether  that  could 
be  done  or  not  —  whether  they  could  put  them 
back  to  the  present  law  of  1888. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  his  opinion  was  that 
items  struck  out  of  the  free-list  of  the  present 
Bill  would  go  back  to  the  existing  law.  That 
law  was  not  repealed,  and,  if  they  struck  items 
off  the  free-list  here,  they  would  be  liable  to 
taxation  under  the  existing  law  of  1888. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Your  ruling  is  that  they  can 
be  struok  out  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presumed  Mr.  Speaker  referred 
to  the  four  items  which  were  taxable  under 
the  Act  of  1888.  As  soon  as  this  became  law 
that  free-list  would  be  gone,  and  then  they 
would  revert  to  the  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  they  could  be  struck 
out  of  this  Bill,  providing  the  tax  to  which 
they  became  liable  under  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  would  not  be  in  excess  of  that  which 
the  present  law  imposed  upon  them,  or  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  may  have 
authorised.  The  proceedings  of  this  Commit- 
tee in  imposing  taxation  must  be  governed 
either  by  the  existing  law  of  1888,  or  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  He  had  to  declare  the  House  again 
in  Committee. 

Mr.   EARNSHAW  wished  to  know  if    the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  going  to  put  a  tax  of 
5  per  cent,  over  all  machinery. 
Mr.  Joyce 


The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  That  the  word  *  machinery  '  stand  part  of  the> 
schedule." 

Ayes,  24. 
Buchanan,         Hall-Jones         Meredith 
Buick  Heko  Montgomery 

Button  Lang  Russell,  W.  R. 

Duncan  Mackenzie,  T.    Steward 

Earnshaw  Maslin  Wilson. 

Flatman  Massey  Tellers, 

Fraser  McGuire  Allen 

Graham  McNab  O 'Regan. 

Green 

Noes,  32. 
Cadman  Lawry  Seddon 

Camcross  McGowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell  McKenzie,  J.    Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins  McKenzie,  R.    Stevens 

Crowther  McLachlan        Tanner 

Hall  Millar  Thompson,  T„ 

Harris  Mills  Ward 

Hutchison,  W.  Morrison  Willis. 

Joyce  Parata  Tellers. 

Kelly,  J.  W.       Reeves  Hogg 

Kelly,  W.  Russell,  G.  W.  Pinkerton. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Duthie  Pirani 

Mitchelson  Carroll 

Newman  Mackintosh 

Stout  Houston 

Te  Ao.  Pere. 

Majority  against,  8. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  word  struck  out. 
Mr.  WARD,  with  respect  to  "  Machines  for 
flour-mills,"  moved,   That   the  whole   of  the* 
items  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  That  the  items  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 

Ayes,  28. 
Buchanan         Hall-Jones         Montgomery 
Buick  Lang  O'Regan 

Button  Mackenzie,  T.    Russell,  W.  R. 

Duncan  Maslin  Steward 

Earnshaw  Massey  Wilson. 

Flatman  McGuire  Tellers. 

Fraser  McNab  Allen 

Graham  Meredith  Green. 

Noes  32 
Cadman  Kelly,  W.  Seddon 

Carnoross  Lawry  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell  McKenzie,  J.     Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins  McKenzie,  B.    Stevens 

Crowther  Millar  Tanner 

Hall  Mills  Thompson,  T_ 

Harris  Morrison  Ward 

Hogg  Parata  •  Willis. 

Hutchison,  W.  Pinkerton  Tellers, 

Joyce  Reeves  McGowan 

Kelly,  J.  W.       Russell,  G.  W.  McLachlan. 
Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Duthie  Pirani 

Mitchelson  Carroll 

Stout  Houston 

Te  Ao.  Pere. 

Majority  against,  9. 
Items  struck  out. 
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Pairs. 

For. 

Against. 

Duthie 

Pirani 

Mitohelson 

Carroll 

Newman 

Mackintosh 

Stoat 

Houston 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

sor 


Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  "  Machinery  for, 
mining  purposes,  inoluding  machine  pumps," 
he  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Button 

Carncro8s 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 


Cadman 

Carnell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 


Ayes,  25. 

Green 

Hall-Jones 

Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Maslin 

Massey 

McGuire 

McKenzie,  B. 

McNab 

Noes,  30. 

Lawry 

McGowan 

McKenzie,  J. 

McLaohlan 

Millar 

Mills 

Morrison 


Hutchison,  W.  Parata 


Joyce 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Kelly,  W. 


Pinkerton 
Beeves 


Meredith 
Montgomery 
Bussell,  W.  B. 
Steward 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Duncan 
O'Regan. 


Bussell,  G.  W. 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Tanner 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  T. 


For. 
Duthie 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Pirani 
Carroll 
Mackintosh 
Houston 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  5. 
Item  struck  out. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  the  following  item  be 
struck  out :  "  Portable  engines  on  four  wheelB, 
with  boilers  of  locomotive  type ;  also  traction- 
engines." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item  stand  part  of  the  schedule." 


Buchanan 

Buick 

Button 

Carncross 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Graham 

Green 

Cadman 

Carnell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 


Ayes,  24. 

Hall-Jones 

Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Maslin 

Massey 

McGuire 

McLachlan 

McNab 

Noes,  29. 
Lawry 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Mills 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Beeves 
Seddon 


Meredith 

Montgomery 

O'Regan 

Steward 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Flatman. 


Smith,  E.  M. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Stevens 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Millar. 


Majority  against,  5. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Item  struck  out. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  Printing-maohines,  presses." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Button 

Carncross 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Cadman 

Carnell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Hall 

HarriB 

Hutchison,  W. 

Joyce 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 


Ayes,  28. 
Graham 
Green 
Hall- Jones 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
McGuire 
McNab 

Noes,  29. 
Lawry 

McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  R. 
McLachlan 
Millar 
Mills 
Morrison 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 

Paibs. 


Meredith 
Montgomery 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Steward 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Fraser 
Massey. 

Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
McGowan 
Tanner. 


For. 
Duthie 
Mitchelson 
Newman 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Against. 
Pirani 
Carroll 
Mackintosh 
Houston 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  6. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Words  struck  out. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  the  word  "  Printing ,f 
be  inserted  before  the  words  "  type,  and  ma* 
terials  not  otherwise  enumerated." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Word  "  Printing  "  inserted. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  strike  out  the  item, 
"  Soda-water  machines ;  also  machines  for 
aerating  liquids." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 

Ayes,  21. 

Allen  Lang  O'Regan 

Buick  Maslin  Russell,  W.  R. 

Button  Massey  Steward 

Duncan  McGuire  Wilson. 

Earnshaw  McNab  Tellers. 

Flatman  Meredith  Buchanan 

Graham  Montgomery  Hall-Jones. 
Green 
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Noes,  31. 

Cadman 

Mackenzie, 

T.    Seddon 

Carncross 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Camel  1 

McKenzie, 

J.     Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

McKenzie, 

R.    Stevens 

Crowther 

McLachlan        Tanner 

Hall 

Millar 

Thompson,  T 

Harris 

Mills 

Ward. 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Hutchison,  W. 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Kelly,  W. 

Pinkerton 

Joyce 

Lawry 

Reeves 
Paibs. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

For 

Against. 

Dathie 

Pirani 

Mitch  el  son 

Carroll 

Newman 

Mackintosh 

Stout 

Houston 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  10. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  struck  out. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That "  Tin-tops,  stamped, 
-ornamented,"  he  added  as  a  fresh  line. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 

Mr.  WILLIS  moved,  That  "Copper-plates 
for  photo -lithographic  work"  he  added  as  a 
-fresh  line. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  accepted  the  suggestion. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  add  "  buokles  of  all 
kinds  "  to  the  free-list. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  20. 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Button 

Lang 

Steward 

Carncross 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Tanner 

Duncan 

Massey 

Wilson. 

Earnshaw 

McGuire 

Tellers. 

Flatman 

O'Regan 

Allen 

Green 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Noes,  82. 

Fraser. 

Buiok 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 

Cadman 

Lawry 

Pinkerton 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Reeves 

pollins 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Graham 

McKenzie,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

McNab 

Ward 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith 

Willis. 

Harris 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Hogg 

Mills 

Montgomery 

Joyce 

Morrison 
Paibs. 

Smith,  E.  M 

For 

Against. 

Duthie 

Pirani 

Mitchelson                  Carroll 

Newman                     Mackintosh 

Stout 

Houston 

TeAo. 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  to  add  "iron 
•fencing-standards  and  fencing-staples"  to  the 
iree-list. 

Amendment  negatived. 


Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  to  add  "hay- 
rakes,  plough  -  shares,  plough  -  hoards,  hay- 
knives,  hedge-knives,  and  slashers"  to  the 
free-list. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Class  XII.  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"  Class  XIIL— Timber,  dtc. 

"Ash,  hickory,  and  lancewood  timber,  un- 
wrought. 

•*  Blacksmiths'  bellows. 

"  Brush  woodware. 

"  Carriage-  and  cart-shafts,  spokes  and  felloes 
in  the  rough ;  hubs,  all  kinds ;  poles  if  unbent 
and  unplaned,  all  kinds ;  bent  wheel-rims. 

41  Carriage-  and  cart  -  makers'  materials — 
namely,  springs,  mountings,  trimmings,  brass 
hinges,  tire-bolts,  shackle  -  holders,  and  other 
iron  fittings  (except  steps,  lamp-irons,  dash- 
irons,  seat-rails,  and  fifth  wheels),  rubber 
cloth. 

"  Churns. 

"  Lignum- vitce. 

"  Sieves,  hair. 

"  Wooden  handles  for  tools." 

Mr.  J.  G.  SMITH  moved  to  add,  after  the 
word  "hickory,"  the  words  "  clear  pine  for 
grain-drills." 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  would  be  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish the  pine  timber  imported  for  such 
purposes,  and  there  was  plenty  of  good  wood  in 
this  country. 

Mr.  J.  G.  SMITH  said  he  understood  from 
experts  that  New  Zealand  woods  were  not 
suitable  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  oould  not  accept  the 
amendment. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MASSEY  moved  to  strike  out  "  if  unbent 
and  unplaned,"  after  "  poles." 

Mr.  WARD  hoped  the  Committee  would 
adhere  to  the  words  in  the  item. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert  "step-treads" 
after  "shackle-holders." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Class  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"  Class  XIV.— Oils,  dc. 

"  Oils — namely,  candlenut ;  fish,  whale,  and 
seal;  palm. 

"Paints  and  colours  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated. 

"  Shale-oil,  once  run,  suitable  for  gas-mak- 
ing. 

"  Spirits  of  tar. 

"  Turpentine,  driers,  and  terebene." 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert  " and  penguin" 
after  "  seal." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRISON  moved  to  insert,  at  the  end 
of  the  class,  "  benzine  in  bulk." 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  aooept  that. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Class  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"  Class  XV.—  Cordage,  de. 
"  Binder-twine. 
"  Hawsers  of  12in.  and  over. 
"  Iron  and  steel  cordage. 
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"  Netmakers*  cotton  twine. 

"  Yarn — viz.,  coir,  flax,  hemp." 

Mr.  MASSEY  moved  to  insert  a  new  item — 
namely,  "  Sailmakers'  twine." 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  question  had  already 
been  decided  by  the  Committee  earlier  in  the 
day,  on  a  motion  by  Mr.  Duthie. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  in  that  case  he  must 
rale  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  to  insert  a  new 
item — namely,  "hemp  plough- twine."  The 
plough-line  made  here  was  not  suitable. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  could  not  acoept  the 
amendment. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Class  as  amended  agreed  to. 

"  Class  XVL— Miscellaneous. 

"  Belting  for  machinery,  other  than  leather. 

"Building  materials  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated. 

"  Brushes  for  cream-separators. 

"  Candlenuts  and  oandlenut  kernels. 

"  Candle-wick. 

**  Charts  and  maps. 

"  Cotton- waste. 

"  Dye  stuffs  and  dyeing  materials,  crude. 

"  Felt  sheathing. 

"Food  preservatives  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated. 

"  Gum-boots. 

**  Honey  and  brown  Windsor  soap  composi- 
tion. 

"  Jute  bagging,  bags,  and  saoks. 

"  Woolpacks  and  wool-pockets. 

"  Manures. 

"  Marble,  granite,  and  other  stone,  hewn  or 
rough-sawn,  not  dressed  or  polished. 

"  Match-boxes,  cardboard. 

"Official  supplies  for  consular  officers  of 
countries  where  a  similar  exemption  exists  in 
favour  of  British  Consuls. 

"  Papermakers'  felts. 

"  Passengers'  baggage  and  effects,  including 
only  wearing-apparel  and  other  personal  effects 
that  have  been  worn  or  are  in  use  by  persons 
arriving  in  the  colony ;  also  implements,  in- 
struments, and  tools  of  trade,  occupation,  or 
employment  of  such  persons;  and  household 
and  other  effects  not  exceeding  £100  in  value, 
which  have  been  in  use  for  twelve  months  prior 
to  embarkation  by  the  persons  or  families 
bringing  them  to  the  colony,  and  not  intended 
for  any  other  person  or  persons  or  for  sale ; 
also,  cabin-furnishings  belonging  to  such  per- 
sons. 

"  Plaster  of  Paris. 

"  Powder,  blasting. 

"  Ship-chandlery  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

"  Ships'  rockets,  blue  -  lights,  and  danger- 
signals. 

"  Stones,  mill,  grind,  oil,  and  whet. 

"  Tobacco  for  sheepwash  or  for  inseoticide, 
after  being  rendered  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner. 

"  Treacle  or  molasses,  mixed  with  bone-black 
in  proportions  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Com- 
missioner. 


"Tubular  woven  cotton  cloth  in  the  piece,, 
for  meat- wraps. 

"  Type- writers. 

"  Wax,  bottling. 

"Articles  and  materials  (as  may  from  time- 
to  time  be  specified  by  the  Commissioner)  which 
are  suited  only  for,  and  are  to  be  used  solely  in* 
the  fabrication  of  goods  within  the  colony.  All 
decisions  of  the  Commissioner  in  reference  to- 
articles  so  admitted  free  to  be  published  from, 
time  to  time  in  the  Gazette. 

"  And  all  articles  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated." 

Mr.  FLATMAN  moved,  after  "cream-sepa- 
rators," to  insert  "  and  combine-screens." 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would. acoept  the  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  "  granite  " 
be  struok  out. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  acoept  that. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIS  moved,  That  "  Match-boxes, . 
cardboard,"  be  struck  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  E ARNSHAW  moved  to  insert "  £200  "  in 
place  of  "  £100  "  in  connection  with  passengers* 
baggage. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
"  That  *  £100  '  stand  part  of  the  sohedule." 

Ayes,  34. 

Cadman  Lawry  Seddon 

Carncross  Maslin  Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell  McGowan  Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins  McKenzie,  J.  Stevens 

Crowther  McKenzie,  R.  Steward 

Duncan  McLaohlan  Tanner 

Flatman  MoNab  Thompson,  T. . 

HaU  Meredith  Ward. 

Hall-Jones  Mills 

Harris  Morrison  Tellers. 

Hogg  Parata  Kelly,  W. 

Joyce  Reeves  Pinkerton. 

Nobs,  17. 

Buchanan  Heke  O'Regan 

Buick  Lang  Russell,  W.  R. . 

Button  Mackenzie,  T.  Wilson. 

Fraser  Massey  Tellers. 

Graham  McGuire  Allen 

Green  Montgomery  Barnshaw. 

Paibs. 


For. 

Against. 

Carroll 

Mitchelson 

Houston 

Stout 

Mackintosh 

Newman 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Pirani. 

Duthie. 

Majority  for,  17. 

Amendment    negatived,    and    "  £100 "    re- 
tained. 

Mr.  COLLINS  moved  to  add  the  words  "  and 
meal  "  after  "  powder,  blasting." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASSEY  moved,  That  "  canvas  aprons  . 
and  elevators  for  reapers  -  and  -  binders  "    be 
added. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  WARD  moved  the  following  new  item : 
*"  Spirits  for  manufacturing  perfumed  spirits, 
flavouring  essences,  and  culinary  essences  in 
manufacturing  warehouses.  This  exemption 
to  cease  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1896." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  the  addition  of  "  Appa- 
ratus and  appliances  solely  for  teaching  pur- 
poses, as  may  be  approved  by  the  Commis- 
sioner. " 

Item  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  the  following  addition: 
"  Bricks,  other  than  fire.'1 

Item  agreed  to. 

Major   STEWARD   moved   the    insertion 

•  of  the  following  :  "  Organs  or  harmoniums 
specially  imported  for  use  in  any  church  or 
publio  institution ;  ecclesiastical  vestments, 
lecterns,  and  communion  vessels." 

Mr.  FLATMAN  thought  »•  Salvation  Army  " 
should  also  be  included. 

Major  STEWARD  said  his  proposal  was 
general,  and  would  include  the  Salvation  Army, 
which  was  an  institution. 

Mr.  TANNER  opposed  the  addition,  as  he 

•  considered  it  would  stamp  out  colonial  organ- 
building. 

Mr.   SEDDON  said,  if  this  addition  were 

•  agreed  to,  it  would  simply  mean  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  American- organ  business. 

Item  negatived. 

Clause  6. — Decision  of  disputes  as  to  exemp- 
tion of  shirtings. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  objected  to  the  wide 
power  given  to  the  Commissioner.  Under  the 
Act  of  1882,  sections  52  to  62,  any  one  paying 
duty  had  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  from  the  decision.  Under  this  clause 
they  proposed  to  take  away  that  right,  and  to 
leave  the  power  absolutely  in  the  hands  of  the 
r  Commissioner. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  clause  was  a  necessity. 
'  The  honourable  member  for  Clutha,  who  had 
considerable  experience  in  the  matter,  and  at 
whose  request  the  olause  had  been  postponed, 
had  since  stated  that  in  his  opinion  it.  was 
necessary,  owing  to  the  legislation  passed  in 
reference  to  shirtings;  and  in  his  (Mr.  Ward's) 

•  opinion  it  was  necessary. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  thought  there  ought  to  be 
some  check. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  this  was  too  large 
a  power.  The  importer  had  to  cut  the  fabric 
into  shirtings  as  the  Commissioner  prescribed. 
The  size  prescribed  now  in  the  regulations  was 
an  absurd  size. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that,  supposing  the  importer 
desired  to  cut  up  the  shirtings  in  his  own  ware- 
house, the  duty  imposed  upon  the  Commis- 
sioner was  to  see  that  it  was  done ;  and,  as 
for  the  regulations,  they  were  supposed  to  be 
carried  out  with  judgment,  and  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  those  importing. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  regulation 
he  referred  to  was  not  the  one  as  to  when  and 
where  it  should  be  done,  but  as  to  the  lengths. 
A  very  awkward  size  was  prescribed. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  could  be  regulated. 
If    the    honourable    gentleman    would    bring 


under  his  notice  where  it  was  wrong  he  would 
favourably  consider  it  as  long  as  he  could  see 
it  was  wrong. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  the  following 
proviso  be  added  to  the  clause :  "  Provided  that 
this  section  shall  not  be  interpreted  to  deprive 
the  importer  of  any  right  conferred  upon  him 
by  section  fifty- two  of  *  The  Customs  Laws  Con- 
solidation Act,  1882.' "  There  was  a  feeling 
among  the  commercial  class  that  the  power  pro- 
posed to  be  conferred  on  the  Customs  officials 
was  altogether  too  great.  It  simply  meant  that 
when  a  dispute  arose  the  Customhouse  officials 
were  to  have  the  power  to  settle  it  absolutely, 
and  the  importer  would  have  no  redress. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  re- 
committed for  the  consideration  of  a  new 
olause,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the 
items  confectionery,  cotton  piece-goods,  and 
fruit. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  the  debate 
be  adjourned. 

The  House  divided. 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Crowther 

EarnBhaw 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall-Jones 


Ayes,  21. 
Heke 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Massev 
McGuire 
McNab 
Mitchelson 
Montgomery 


Pinker  ton 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Tanner 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Button 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Noes,  30. 
Cadman  Lang  Reeves 

Carnell  La  wry  Seddon 

Carroll  Maslin  Smith,  E.  M. ' 

Collins  McLachlan        Steward 

Duncan  Meredith  Thompson,  T. 

Flatman  Millar  Ward 

Guinness  Mills  Willis. 

Hall  Morrison  Tellers. 

Harris  O'Regan  Kelly,  W. 

Hogg  Parata  Stevens. 

Joyce 

Majority  against,  9. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  explain,  with 
regard  to  the  arrangement  which  had  been 
arrived  at,  that  the  House  had  twice  decided  by 
vote  that  the  months  from  April  to  the  30th 
November  should  be  the  time  within  which  the 
duty  on  pears  and  apples  should  be  £d.  per 
pound.  In  the  face  of  that  decision,  he  thought 
it  a  little  unreasonable  that  he,  representing 
those  who  held  that  position,  and  having  met 
those  on  the  other  side,  should  be  met  un- 
fairly. He  was  quite  willing  to  concede  two 
months  out  of  the  three  which  the  other  side 
demanded;  but  that  was  not  accepted.  It  was 
said  that  the  months  he  had  named  were  not 
the  most  suitable  for  the  purpose ;  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  they  were  the  most  suitable, 
and  the  Government  experts  in  stating  the  oon- 
trary  were  mistaken.  This  was  shown  by  a 
letter  he  had  received,  signed  by  the  fruit- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.]  Customs  and  Ezcise        [HOUSE.] 


Duties  Bill 


511 


dealers  of  Wellington,  who  showed  that  the 
'Government  Pomologist  was  wrong,  and  that 
the  proper  months  had  been  named  during 
which  the  smaller  duty  should  be  charged. 
Some  consideration  was  surely  due  to  the  con- 
sumers, and  the  matter,  having  been  already 
decided  twice,  should  not  be  again  disturbed. 
There  was,  therefore,  no  reason  why  the  item 
should  be  recommitted,  and  an  attempt  made 
to  reverse  the  decision  previously  arrived  at.  A 
reasonable  concession  had  been  made  to  those 
representing  Auckland, — whioh,  after  all,  was 
•not  the  whole  colony, — and  he  would  recom- 
mend them  to  accept  the  position,  and  not  try 
to  force  the  hands  of  those  who  had  already 
carried  victory  on  two  occasions. 

Mr.  HEKE  thought  the  recommittal  of  the 
Bill  should  not  take  place  at  so  late  an  hour. 

Mr.  EARN  SHAW  strongly  suggested  that 
the  House  should  go  into  Committee,  and  they 
•could  then  depend  upon  the  Government  to  be 
•reasonable. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  recom- 
mitted for  certain  clauses  only,  omitting  the 
-confectionery  and  apples. 

Mr.  WARD  said  if  honourable  members  had 
gone  straight  into  the  question  they  would 
have  finished  the  whole  business  long  ago.  The 
Government  were  prepared  to  adjourn  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  of  fruit,  as  there  was 
likely  to  be  discussion  upon  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  pointed  out  that  if  the  amend- 
ment were  carried  the  Bill  could  not  be  recom- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghriatchuroh  Oity.  In  regard  to  the  con- 
fectionery, if  the  amendment  were  carried  it 
would  be  simply  time  wasted.  He  proposed  to 
•defer  consideration  of  the  question  of  fruits 
until  the  following  day,  so  as  to  take  the 
•other  items,  which  were  unopposed.  He  hoped 
honourable  members  would  not  obstruct,  but 
if  obstruction  did  take  place  he  could  not  say 
"when  they  would  get  away.  The  Government 
had  evidence  from  the  South  Island  that  the 
-salesmen  who  opposed  the  duty  on  fruit  did  so 
from  interested  motives.  The  only  question 
-of  difference  was  one  of  a  single  month.  The 
offer  made  by  the  Government  was  a  reasonable 
-one,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to 
recommit  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  it  was  unreasonable  to 
ask  the  House  to  recommit  the  Bill  that  night. 
The  Bill  had  to  be  recommitted  later  on  for 
another  purpose ;  and  why  should  it  be  recom- 
mitted in  the  meantime?  The  Premier  had 
agreed  to  postpone  one  item,  and  it  would  be 
far  better  to  strike  that  item  out  altogether. 
It  was  absolutely  impossible  that  the  whole 
-question  could  be  settled  in  a  few  minutes,  as 
stated  by  the  Premier.  The  item  of  fruit  alone 
would  take  two  or  three  hours. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out  that  the  good 
resolution  made  by  the  House  early  in  the 
session  to  observe  reasonable  hours  was  not 
being  adhered  to,  and  that  members  were  not 
now  in  the  condition,  either  mentally  or  physi- 
cally, to  stand  the  strain  the  Government  were 
attempting  to  put  on  them.    He  must  protest 


against  the  action  of  the  Government,  and,  if 
the  business  of  the  session  went  on  unsatis- 
factorily, they  had  only  themselves  to  blame 
for  it. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  the  Govern- 
ment should  accept  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Otaki.  If  they  did 
so,  they  would  get  on  better  with  the  business 
of  the  country. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  36 

Cadman 

La  wry 

Beeves 

Collins 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Crowther 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan 

McLachlan 

Stevens 

Flatman 

McNab 

Steward 

Guinness 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Hall 

Millar 

Thompson,  T 

Hall-Jones 

Mills 

Ward 

Harris 

Montgomery      Willis. 

Hogg 

O'Regan 

Tellers, 

Joyce 

Parata 

Carnell 

Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Pinkerton 

Morrison. 

Noes,  13 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie, 

T.    Wilson. 

Buick 

Maasey 

Button 

McGuire 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

Bussell,  W. 

R.  Allen 

Heke 

Smith,  G.  J 
Pairs. 

Fraser. 

For 

Against. 

Houston 

Stout 

Mackintosh 

Newman 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Duthie 

Pere 

Te  Ao 

Pirani. 

Mitohelson. 

Majority  for,  23. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  recommitted. 

At  committee. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  the  following  new  clause : — 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  hereinafter  con- 
tained,— 

"  (1.)  All  duties  imposed,  and  all  exemp- 
tions created,  by  any  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  passed  subsequently  to  the 
said  thirty-first  day  of  July,  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  come  into  force  according  to  the  tenure  of 
such  resolution,  and  to  have  so  continued  until 
altered  by  a  subsequent  resolution. 

"(2.)  No  refund  shall  be  made,  nor  shall 
any  new  or  other  duty  be  ohargeable  in  respect 
of  goods  cleared  during  the  currency  of  such 
duties  or  exemptions,  by  reason  merely  that 
such  duties  or  exemptions  have  been  altered 
by  any  subsequent  resolution,  or  by  this  Act." 

New  olause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert,  "  Confectionery 
in  fancy  packets  or  small  boxes  for  retail  sale : 
£25  per  cent,  ad  valorem."  He  would  ask  the 
Committee  to  negative  this  amendment.  It 
was  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  original 
resolution  agree  with  that  now  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  from 
the  14th  July  to  the  31st  December  be  the 
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period  during  which  apples  and  pears  be  ad- 
mitted for  Jd.  per  pound. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  strike  out  from  "  Cot- 
ton piece-goods,'1  &c,  in  Schedule  A,  "  turkey 
towels  and  printed  cotton  dress  fabrics  under 
4d.  the  yard,  and  cotton  piece-goods.' ' 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  would  strongly  object  to 
this  amendment. 

Mr.  EARN  SHAW  moved  to  report  progress. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buick 

Button 

Crowther 

Praser 

Graham 


Ayes,  20. 
Heke 

Mackenzie 
Maslin 
Massey 
McNab 
Meredith 


Russell,  W.  R. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Tanner 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 


Hal  I- Jones         Montgomery      Earnshaw. 


Cadman 

Carnell 

Collins 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 

Kelly,  W. 


For. 
Duthie 
Green 
Newman 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Noes,  25. 

Lang 

La  wry 

MoLachlan 

Mills 

Morrison 

O'Regan 

Parata 

Pinkerton 

Reeves 

Pairs. 


Seddon 
Stevens 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Joyce 
McGowan. 


Against. 
Pirani 

McKenzie,  J. 
Mackintosh 
Houston 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  5. 
Motion  negatived. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  schedule." 


Allen 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Crowther 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Hall -Jones 


Cadman 

Carnell 

Duncan 

Harris 

Hogg 

Joyoe 

Kelly,  W. 

Lawry 

Mr. 


Ayes,  25. 
Heke 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McGuire 
McNab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 

Noes,  22. 

McLachlan 
Millar 
Mills 
Parata 
Pinkerton 
Reeves 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
T.  Mackenzie 


O'Regan 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Steward 
Tanner 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Button 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Stevens 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Hall 
Morrison. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Duthie 
Green 
Newman 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Against. 
Pirani 

McKenzie,  J. 
Mackintosh 
Houston 
Pere. 


Majority  for,  3. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  clause  was  now  absolutely* 
unworkable.  He  had  no  objection  to  giving, 
effect  to  the  vote  just  taken,  but  it  was  his  duty 
to  so  word  the  clause  as  to  make  it  workable,, 
and  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  cotton 
piece-goods." 

The  words  "  cotton  piece-goods  "  struck  out. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  words  *'  Turkey  twills,  dress  prints,  hard- 
spun  and  plain-woven,  the  invoiced  value  of 
which  does  not  exceed  4d.  the  yard,  and  cotton 
piece-goods  " — preceding  the  words  "  not  other- 
wise enumerated." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  words  inserted,  and 
item  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  further  amendments. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  four 
o'clock  a.m. 
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First  Readtai 


eadings— Napier-Palmerston  Trains 
lum— Railway-passes  for  Members' 


As% 

Public  Debt— Fencing  Bill. 


— Poriraa. 
Wives— 


The  lion,  the  Speaker  took  the   chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PRAYEBS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Census  Bill,  Unclassified  Societies  Registra- 
tion Bill.' 

NAPIER-PALMERSTON  TRAINS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  they  will  make  arrangements  which 
will  insure  promptitude  in  dealing  with  emer- 
gencies when  trains  are  temporarily  disarranged 
through  accident,  such  as  occurred  yesterday 
in  the  case  of  the  Napier  express  train  to  Pal- 
mers ton,  which  was  stopped  more  than  an  hour- 
longer  than  was  necessary,  thereby  causing  great 
inconvenience  to  travellers  both  by  Napier  and 
West  Coast  trains?  He  asked  this  question 
in  consequence  of  the  public  having  had  con- 
siderable inconvenience  on  Tuesday  last,  which 
might  have  been  very  easily  avoided,  and  he 
thought  that  by  calling  attention  to  a  matter 
of  this  kind  the  Government  might  make  some 
regulations  which  would  obviate  anything  of 
the  kind  in  future.  He  would  briefly  explain 
what  happened.  The  Napier  train  left  as  usual, 
as  did  the  Wellington  train,  and  a  slight  slip- 
occurred  in  the  Manawatu  Gorge,  which  slip 
happened  after  these  trains  had  left.     When. 
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the  train  he  was  on — the  Napier  train — got  to 
Waipukurau,  about  half-past  twelve,  the  passen- 

fere  heard  there  was  a  slight  slip  in  the  Gorge, 
t  was  about  four  hours  before  they  were  due 
there.  They  heard  that  it  was  a  slight  slip, 
which  could  very  easily  be  cleared  away.  The 
Wellington  train  was  unable  to  get  through  the 
Gorge,  and  the  Napier  train  stopped  at  a  place 
called  Danevirke.  There  they  remained  about 
three  hours.  When  one  asked  if  there  was  any 
chance  of  getting  on  the  reply  was  that  they 
were  waiting  instructions.  At  last  instructions 
came  to  go  on.  They  were  then  half  an  hour's 
distance  from  Woodville,  on  the  Napier  side 
of  the  Gorge.  When  they  got  there  they  found 
that  the  Wellington  passengers  had  got  through 
the  Gorge,  and  had  been  kept  waiting' a  good 
hour  for  the  Napier  train  to  pass  in  order  to 
let  them  go  by.  It  showed,  of  course,  that 
there  was  no  proper  communication  between 
the  different  places.  The  Napier  train  was  de- 
layed with  thirty  or  forty  people,  who  were 
kept  waiting  at  Danevirke  in  the  pouring  rain, 
at  great  inconvenience,  for  three  hours,  while 
the  Wellington  passengers  had  been  kept  wait- 
ing at  Woodville  for  the  Napier  train  to  go  by, 
having  got  there  some  time  before.  If  there 
were  any  persons  in  authority  at  the  stations 
each  side  of  the  Gorge,  such  unnecessary  delay 
would  be  obviated. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  General  Manager  to 
the  matter.  No  doubt  there  had  been  great 
inconvenience,  and  he  hoped  to  have  a  satis- 
factory reply  from  him  in  a  very  short  time. 

PORIRUA  ASYLUM. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  Colo- 
nial  Secretary,  Whether  be  will  lay  on  the 
table  oopies  of  all  memoranda,  also  depart- 
mental or  other  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Arthur  Bell,  or  any  other  Engineer  in  Charge, 
in  reference  to  the  Porirua  Asylum,  and  also  in 
reference  to  the  dismissal  and  reinstatement  of, 
or  of  the  Engineer's  recommendation  to  dis- 
miss, the  Inspector  of  the  Works  ?  He  might 
observe  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  case 
further  than  what  was  divulged  in  the  Evening 
Post  of  the  31st  ultimo.  He  could  hardly 
imagine  the  Premier  would  make  the  state- 
ments which  had  been  attributed  to  him  had 
he  been  aware  that  there  were  any  papers  in 
the  Government  offices  bearing  out  Sir.  Bell's 
statement.  He  thought  it  would  be  well,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Premier,  and  also  of  Mr. 
Bell,  if  these  papers  were  laid  on  the  table  at 
the  earliest  possible  date,  so  that  honourable 
members  might  know  how  the  matter  stood, 
and  also  as  to  who  was  responsible  for  the 
papers  not  having  been  produced.  It  was 
possible  there  might  be  no  blame  attributable 
to  any  one  in  regard  to  this  question,  but  it 
was  well  that  the  papers  should  be  produced. 
He  hoped  the  Colonial  Secretary  would  be  able 
to  explain  the  matter  in  such  a  way  as  to  show 
that  no  blame  was  attributable  to  any  one. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  .seeing  the  Premier, 
as,  the  Premier  did  not  leave  the  House  till 
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after  four  o'clock  this  morning.  He  probably 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Pre- 
mier that  afternoon  or  the  next  day.  He  hoped 
to  be  able  to  give  his  honourable  friend  a  satis- 
factory reply  on  Tuesday. 

railway-passes  for  members* 
Wives 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  Colo- 
nial  Secretary,  Whether  free  railway  -  passes 
will  be  granted  to  the  wives  of  members  of  the 
Legislature  when  they  accompany  their  hus- 
bands to  Parliament  ?  If  it  was  true,  as  re- 
ported, that  Ministers'  wives  had  free  railway- 
passes, —  to  which  he  did  not  object,  —  he 
thought  it  was  reasonable  that  the  wives  of. 
members  coming  from  a  distance  should  also 
have  free  passes  for  the  session,  so  that  they 
might  come  to  Wellington  and  return  to  their 
homes  without  having  to  pay  heavy  railway 
fares.  He  might  say  that  a  member  coming 
from  a  distance  had  to  neglect  his  own  per- 
sonal affairs  at  home,  and  he  had  also  to  incur 
considerable  expense  while  residing  in  Wel- 
lington—expenses whioh  were  not  incurred  by 
members  who  lived  permanently  in  Welling- 
ton. Under  these  circumstances,  he  thought 
the  Government  would  not  do  wrong  in  grant- 
ing  these  railway-passes. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he 
would  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  Minister  for  Railways  as  soon  as  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  him. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BO  WEN,  in  moving  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  his  name,  said  he  would  like 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
very  useful  information  contained  in  the  docu- 
ment referred  to.  There  were  constant  discus- 
sions about  what  the  national  debt  amounted 
to  after  deducting  the  accrued  sinking  fund 
and  any  securities  held  by  the  Treasury  in  the 
shape  of  bonds.  There  were  also  various  items 
which  had  to  be  added,  such  as  the  floating 
debt,  which  was  often  not  added  in  returns 
laid  before  Parliament.  It  was  for  that  reason, 
and  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  at 
the  net  liability,  that  he  had  moved  that  a  re- 
turn should  be  got  from  the  Audit  Office  show- 
ing the  actual  net  liability  of  the  colony  for 
the  past  ten  years.  In  that  return  they  found 
that  the  debt  had  increased  between  March, 
1886,  and  March,  1895,  from  £82,061,000  to 
£89,952,000 ;  so  that  in  nine  years  the  national 
debt  had  been  increased  by  £7,890,000.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  that  was  during 
the  period  of  several  Administrations,  and  was 
some  time  after  the  great  expenditure  on  pub- 
lic works.  In  round  numbers,  therefore,  the 
national  debt  now  amounted  to  £40,000,000. 
The  rate  of  increase  during  the  nine  years 
since  1886  had  not  been  at  all  uniform.  For 
the  first  three  years  the  debt  increased  by 
£5,000,000— that  was,  in  1887, 1888,  and  1889. 
After  that  there  was  a  determined  attempt  to 

Eull  up,  and  in  four  years  the  debt  increased 
y  £1,300,000 :  that  was  at  an  average  rate  of 
£825,000  a  year  for  four  years.     During  the 
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last  two  years  the  debt  had  again  considerably 
increased — in  fact,  there  was  more  than  double 
the  increase,  for  it  amounted  for  the  two  years 
1894  and  1895  to  £1,577,000 :  so  that  the  debt 
was  increasing  at  the  rate  of  about  £800,000  a 
year.  Therefore  we  found  that  during  the 
last  decade  there  had  been  no  year  in  which 
the  national  debt  had  not  been  increased, 
although  during  that  period  we  were  in  what 
might  be  called  a  normal  condition  so  far  as 
concerned  expenditure.  The  debt  had  been 
increasing  steadily  even  when  we  were  supposed 
to  be  pulling  up ;  for  now,  when  we  were  sup- 
posed to  be  carrying  on  our  public  works  out 
of  surplus  revenue,  we  were  going  to  the  bad 
at  the  rate  of  about  £800,000  a  year.  These 
were  figures  which  ought  to  make  us  pause 
and  consider  what  the  position  of  the  colony 
was.  It  was  not  satisfactory  to  observe  that  the 
amount  of  the  floating  debt — that  was,  of  the 
debt  represented  by  deficiency  and  Treasury 
bills — had  steadily  increased  from  £279,000  in 
1886  to  £810,000  in  1894  and  1895.  Such  a 
proportion  of  floating  debt  was  a  dangerous  ele- 
ment in  our  finance.  A  return  of  this  sort  was 
a  valuable  one,  and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
kept  up  year  by  year,  so  that  they  should  have 
attention  drawn  annually  to  the  progress  we 
were  making  in  indebtedness.  He  would  like 
further  to  point  out  that  the  return  for  the 
last  year  or  two  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  legislation  which  would  very  largely  in- 
crease our  future  indebtedness  —  namely,  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  That  would  have 
to  be  accounted  for  next  year  and  in  years 
after.  Up  to  this  time  that  did  not  come 
into  consideration.  He  simply  made  these  re- 
marks in  order  to  draw  attention  to  the  return, 
and  to  the  usefulness  of  such  a  return  being 
regularly  laid  upon  the  table  every  year. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "  That  the 
return  of  the  annual  debt  of  the  colony  for  ten 
years,  from  1886  to  1895,  made  to  an  order  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  17th  July  last,  be 
printed" — (Hon.  Mr.  Bo  wen.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FENCING  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  moved,  That 
the  following  new  clause  be  added  to  the 
Bill:— 

"  14a.  If  any  person  shall  desire  to  ereot  a 
dividing-fence  of  a  description  different  from 
any  fence  mentioned  in  Schedule  A  hereto,  he 
shall  give  notice  as  hereinbefore  provided,  and, 
if  the  person  served  with  such  notice  shall  not 
within  twenty-one  days  of  the  service  of  such 
notice  object  in  writing  to  the  description  of 
fence  proposed  to  be  erected,  then  the  person 
giving  such  notice  may  proceed  to  ereot  such 
fence  accordingly,  and  such  fence  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  a  sufficient  fence  within  the 
meaning  of  this  Act ;  and  in  case  of  objection 
being  made  the  questions  in  difference  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Magistrate  in  manner 
hereinafter  provided." 

The  Committee  divided. 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen 


Ayes,  14. 

Acland  Jenkinson  Pharazyn 

Barnicoat  Jennings  Richardson 

Bolt  Kelly  Stevens 

Bonar  MacGregor  Williams. 

Holmes  Ormond 

Noes,  7. 
Buckley  Kerr  Rigg 

Grace  Montgomery      Walker,  W.  C. 

Johnston 

Majority  for,  7. 
New  clause  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  moved  the  fol- 
lowing new  clause : — 

"  41a..  Where  any  fence  is  constructed  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  dividing  any  lands 
held  by  any  person  as  tenant  of  any  landlord 
from  any  adjoining  lands,  the  cost  thereof  as 
between  such  landlord  and  tenant  shall  be 
payable  in  the  proportions  following : — 

"  In  case  the  interest  of  such  tenant  at  the 
time  of  the  construction  of  such  fenoe 
be  less  than  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
the  whole  cost  shall  be  payable  by  such 
landlord ; 
"  In  case  the  interest  of  such  tenant  be  for  a 
term  of  three  years  and  less  than  for  a 
term  of  six  years,  three-fourths  of  suoh 
cost  shall  be  payable  by  suoh  landlord, 
and  one-fourth  of  such   cost   by  suoh 
tenant ; 
"  In  case  the  interest  of  such  tenant  be  for  a 
term  of  six  years  and  less  than  for  a 
term  of  twelve  years,  one-half  of  suoh 
cost  shall  be  payable  by  such  landlord, 
and  one-half  by  such  tenant ; 
"  In  case  the  interest  of  such  tenant  be  for  a 
term  of  twelve  years  or  upwards,  the 
whole  of  such  cost  shall  be  payable  by 
such  tenant. 
And  in  case  either  such  landlord  or  such  tenant 
shall,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  pay  more 
than  his  proper  proportion  of  suoh  cost,  he  may 
recover  the  excess  from  his  landlord  or  tenant, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  any  tenant  may  set 
off  any  sum  recoverable    by  him  under  this 
section  against  any  rent  payable  to  his  land* 
lord." 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  4. 

Barnicoat 
Bolt 

MacGregor 

Rigg. 

Noes,  16. 

Aoland 

Bonar 

Buckley 

Grace 

Holmes 

Jenkinson 

Jennings 

Johnston 

Kelly 

Montgomery 

Ormond 

Pharazyn 
Richardson 
Stevens 
Walker,  W.  O. 
Williams. 

Majority  against,  12. 

New  clause  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MACGREGOR  moved  the 
following  new  clause : — 

"  41c.  Any  person  may  come  in  and  defend 
any  proceeding  under  this  Act  against  any 
tenant  of  such  person  in  consequence  of  which 
such  person  may  ultimately  incur  any  liability. 
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•and  any  defence  which  the  person  originally 
proceeded  against  might  set  up  shall  be  avail- 
able to  the  person  so  coming  in  to  defend." 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  13. 

Jenkinson  Pharazyn 

Johnston  Stevens 

MaoGregor  Walker,  W.  G. 

Ormond  Williams. 


Aoland 

Barnicoat 

Bolt 

Bowen 

Holmes 


Noes,  7. 
Kelly  Richardson 

Montgomery      Rigg. 


Bonar 

Buokley 

Jennings 

Majority  for,  6. 

New  clause  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twelve  minutes  to 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPEE8ENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  26th  September,  1895. 

first  Heading  —  Bill  discharged  -  Woodville  C&ttle- 
stealing— -Public  Accounts  Committee — Customs 
and  Excise  Duties  Bill. 


Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
.o'clock  p.m. 

PRAYER8. 

FIRST  READING. 
Pastoral  Tenants'  Relief  Bill  (No.  2). 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Pastoral  Tenants'  Relief  Bill. 

WOODVILLE  CATTLE-STEALING. 
Mr.  SEDDON  submitted  a  report  from  the 
•Commissioner  of  Police,  and  he  would  read  the 
memorandum  in  connection  with  the  case : — 

11  Police  Department,  Wellington, 
"  30th  August,  1895. 
"Memorandum   for    the    Hon.    the    Defence 
Minister. 
41  Since  writing  my  minutes  of  9th  and  19th 
instant  I  have  visited  Woodville,  and  from  all 
I  could  learn  there  I  do  not  think  the  constable 
is  much  at  fault.    He  certainly  did  not  at  once 
execute  the  warrant,  as  he  should  have  done, 
but,  on  account  of  the  standing  and  general 
character  of  Gower,  I  believe  had  he  arrested 
Gower  and  taken  him  to  the  look-up  there 
would  have  been  a  general  looal  outcry  that 
•unnecessarily  harsh  treatment  was  being  used 
towards  Gower.     One  and  all  the  respectable 
inhabitants  of  Woodville  speak  in  high  terms 
of  the  manner  in  which   Constable  Treanor 
performed  his  duty.    He  has  been  upwards  of 
twenty -one  years  in  the  service,  and  there  is 
no  entry  against  him  in  his  defaulters'  sheet. 
14  A.  Hume, 
14  Commissioner  of  Police." 
It  would  be  seen  from  this  report  that  the 
blame  that  had  been  cast  upon  him  in  connec- 
tion with  the  case  was  entirely  unmerited,  and 


that  a  great  injustice  had  been  done  to  him. 
He  would  move,  That  the  report  do  lie  upon 
the  table. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  that  he  had 
had  some  notico  that  this  matter  was  to 
be  brought  up  that  day.  The  version  he  had 
had  of  the  case  was  an  entirely  different  one ; 
but,  unfortunately,  he  was  unable  at  a  mo- 
ment's notico  to  produce  his  authorities.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  impression  of  the 
persons  most  interested— namely,  those  whose 
cattle  were  stolen  —  was  that  the  inquiry  by 
Inspector  Emerson  was  of  a  very  perfunctory 
character,  and  by  no  means  exhaustive.  The 
fact  remained  that  negotiations  were  going  on 
for  several  days  in  connection  with  the  stealing 
of  these  cattle.  It  was  all  very  well  to  say  that 
the  general  opinion  of  the  district  was  that 
Gower  was  an  extremely  respectable  man,  and 
very  unlikely  to  steal  the  cattle,  but  the  fact 
remained  that  the  cattle  were  stolen,  and 
that  the  person  who  did  steal  them  had  un- 
doubtedly fled  from  the  district;  and  if  the 
warrant  had  been  executed  which  was  issued 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  Gower  would 
have  been  brought  to  justice.  The  people  of 
Woodville  would  not  have  then  had  the  feeling 
that  for  some  reason  or  other  the  person  who 
stole  the  cattle  had  been  allowed  to  escape. 
He  regretted  he  was  not  able  to  bring  forward 
on  such  short  notice  the  authority  of  the  per- 
sons most  interested,  but  it  went  substantially 
to  show  that  while  the  inquiries  were  going  on 
there  was  ample  time  for  the  execution  of  the 
warrant.  However,  the  warrant  was  not  exe- 
cuted, and  the  consequence  was  the  man  was 
allowed  to  escape  ;  and,  whether  intentionally 
or  not,  there  was  a  grave  miscarriage  of  justice. 
That  was  the  feeling,  notwithstanding  what 
was  stated  in  the  report  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  not  only  did  this  kind 
of  thing  happen  in  the  district  referred  to,  but  he 
had  come  in  contact  with  various  persons  who 
assured  him  that  what  was  stated  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  very  general  throughout 
the  colony,  showing  that  throughout  the  colony 
the  administration  of  justice  was  being  allowed 
to  drift  into  a  very  unsatisfactory  position.  He 
would,  of  course,  cpnfine  himself  to  the  case 
before  the  House,  and  the  inquiry  upon  it  by 
the  head  of  the  department,  Colonel  Hume. 
He  thought  the  facts  pointed  to  a  very  grave 
miscarriage  of  justice, mainly  through  the  mal- 
administration of  the  department. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion entirely  misunderstood  the  report  that  he 
had  read.  It  was  not  an  investigation  made 
by  Inspector  Emerson,  but  an  investigation 
by  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police,  and  he 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would  ad- 
mit that  Colonel  Hume  was  a  most  efficient 
officer,  who  would  not,  either  for  a  Minister  or 
for  any  one  else,  put  his  hand  to  paper  except  to 
give  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  the  result  of 
his  investigation ;  and  when  he  told  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  inquiry  and  report 
were  made  by  Colonel  Hume  he  thought  he 
would  admit  that  he  had  been  doing  him  an 
injustice.     When  the  matter  came  under  his 
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notice  he  instructed  the  Commissioner  to  pro- 
ceed to  Woodville  and  investigate,  and  let  him 
know  how  the  matter  stood,  and  all  he  (Mr 
Seddon)  had  done  now  was  to  read  his  report. 
The  honourable  gentleman  stated  his  informa- 
tion came  from  the  persons  aggrieved — namely, 
those  whose  cattle  were  stolen.  Now,  he  would 
quote  from  a  letter  of  theirs  which  showed  that 
when  the  constable  drew  up  the  warrant  this 
writer  said  he  would  not  take  any  responsibility 
in  the  matter.  Mr.  Motley,  the  gentleman  who 
signed  the  warrant,  thought  it  was  taking  too 
extreme  a  step  to  execute  a  warrant,  and  that 
a  summons  might  meet  the  case.  That  was 
from  the  persons  who  lost  the  cattle,  and  who 
laid  the  information.  The  Justice  of  the  Peace 
told  the  police  that  was  the  proper  course,  and 
the  informant  would  take  no  responsibility. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  must  know  that 
the  person  who  lost  the  cattle,  and  who  took 
out  the  warrant,  actually  changed  the  process 
from  a  warrant  and  laid  an  information  by  way 
of  summons. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  — On  the  advice  of  the 
Magistrate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— On  the  advice  of  the  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  But  why,  in  the  face  of  this, 
should  the  whole  of  the  blame  be  thrown  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  unfortunate  constable  ?  That 
was  what  he  {Mr.  Seddon)  complained  of.  Why 
should  the  "other  people  interested  take  none  of 
the  responsibility  ?  The  unfortunate  constable 
was  between  two  fires.  If  he  had  arrested  the 
man  he  would  have  been  blamed,  and  he  was 
blamed  now.  As  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
had  said,  this  man  had  been  a  most  reputable 
citizen  for  some  years. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — He  has  gone  away. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  the  first  man 
who  had  gone  away ;  and  he  would  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  something  about  some 
one  who  went  away  previous  to  the  time  when 
he  himself  took  charge  of  the  department.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  take  all  the  rebuffs  that  he 
got  quietly  and  tamely  ;  and  if  he  desired  to 
show  what  had  been  done  by  some  of  his  pre- 
decessors he  could  give  the  honourable  gentle- 
man an  eye-opener. 

Captain  RUSSELL  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  make  his  charge  openly.  He 
was  quite  prepared  to  meet  any  charge  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  bring  against 
him. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay  could  not  speak  unless 
the  Premier  was  prepared  to  give  way.  Two 
members  could  not  occupy  the  floor  at  the 
same  time. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  would  take  an 
opportunity  of  moving  the  adjournment  later 
on. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  too  sensitive. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No;  I  have  a  sense  of 
honour. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's sense  of  honour  was  very  dull  occasion- 
ally. 

Mr.  Seddon 


Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Premier  ought  te 
withdraw  that  expression. 

Captain  RUSSELL  did  not  wish  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  withdraw,  as  his  idea  of 
honour  and  that  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's were  two  different  things. 

Mr.  SEDDON  again  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  too  sensitive.  He  had  referred 
to  his  predecessors. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  distinctly  referred  to  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  not  do  so. 

Captain  RUSSELL  understood,  then,  that, 
the  Premier  made  no  charge  against  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Certainly  not.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  over- sensitive,  and 
those  who  were  over-sensitive  ought  to  have 
some  little  feeling  for  others.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  as  far  as  he  could,  in  speaking: 
of  this  matter,  bad  laid  a  very  serious  charge 
againsc  him  in  his  administration  as  Minister 
of  Defence.  The  honourable  gentleman  did 
that  during  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  absence,  and 
that  might  be  in  accordance  with  his  code  of. 
honour.  Others  might  reasonably  say  this  was 
not  fair  fighting.  If  the  honourable  gentleman- 
had  come  to  him  beforehand  he  would  have- 
been  able  to  furnish  all  information.  He  had 
now  taken  the  first  opportunity  of  putting  him- 
self right,  and  he  said  that  the  constable  was 
not  so  much  to  blame  in  the  matter.  The  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  took  the  responsibility  for 
what  had  been  done;  and,  compared  with  oases- 
that  were  on  a  par,  where  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  - 
or  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  was  concerned,  this 
exculpation  was  complete.  When  taunted  by* 
the  honourable  member  as  to  what  had  taken 
place,  he  desired  to  say  that,  comparing  this 
case  with  a  case  that  had  come  under  his. 
notice  since  he  had  been  Minister  of  Defence, 
in  which  the  person  accused  had  not  been 
brought  to  justice  but  had  escaped  from  the- 
colony,  the  present  case  contrasted  very  much 
in  favour  of  the  constable  who  had  been  indi- 
cated. Then,  as  far  as  the  Minister  of  Defence 
was  concerned,  there  was  not  even  any  ex- 
planation required.  He  was  quite  prepared, 
to  give  the  honourable  member  the  case  to 
which  he  had  referred,  and  he  had,  of  course, 
referred  to  a  predecessor  in  office,  but  not  to 
the  honourable  gentleman ;  it  was  before  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  took  office.  With  re- 
gard to  the  charge  made  against  the  police 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  he 
must  say  that  it  was  very  unfair.  Policemen 
were  the  custodians  of  the  peace,  the  pro- 
tectors of  life  and  property,  and  it  was  not 
fair  to  have  these  charges  constantly  made 
against  them  across  the  floor  of  the  House. 
There  must  be  in  the  Police  Force,  as  in  any 
number  of  men,  some  who  did  wrong.  But- 
that  was  no  reason  why  grave  reflections 
should  be  cast  upon  the  police  as  a  body. 
That  was  what  he  complained  of.  In  this 
particular  case  the  decision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner seemed  very  fair.  He  said,  "  I  do  not- 
think  the  constable  is  much  at  fault."  This 
constable  had  been  twenty-one  years  in  thu 
service ;   he    had    never  had  a   single    black. 
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mark  against  him;  and  it  would  have  been 
very  wrong  for  him  (Mr.  Seddon)  to  do  what 
he  had  been  urged  to  do — to  at  once  remove 
the  constable,  and  even  to  go  the  length  of 
dismissing  him  from  the  Foroe.  He  had  sent 
the  Commissioner  to  make  investigations,  and 
the  result  was  before  them.  When  members 
perused'  the  papers  they  would  see  that  the 
reflections  cast  upon  himself  and  the  police 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  during  his 
absence  the  other  day  had  been  entirely  un- 
merited. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  they  were  continu- 
ally being  charged  with  saying  things  in  the 
absence  of  the  Premier.  A  notice  was  on  the 
Paper  in  connection  with  tbe  matter  under  dis- 
cussion, and  upon  that  he  had  spoken,  as  he  had 
a  perfect  right  to  do,  and  now  to  be  twitted 
by  the  Premier  with  speaking  in  his  absence 
was  absurd.  All  the  Premier  had;  to  do,  if 
that  were  allowed,  was  to  go  outside  the  door, 
and  no  statement  could  be  made  affecting 
him.  What  he  wanted  to  say  was  that  the 
responsibility  upon  the  persons  who  laid  the 
information  had  been  removed  by  the  constable 
himself.  When  they  went  to  the  police  they 
asked  what  farther  responsibility  they  had, 
and  were  told  that  there  was  no  responsibility 
with  them  —  that  the  police  had  laid  an  in- 
formation on  their  own  account,  and  had  taken 
the  whole  responsibility. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  given  an  explanation,  there  was  this 
also  that  required  explanation  :  that  there  was 
something  behind  all  this  which  he  could  not 
understand.  The  letter,  although  addressed  to 
no  one,  had  come  down  from  the  person  who 
lost  the  cattle  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond.  It 
was  given  to  the  Minister  of  Justice,  and  at 
first  he  had  considerable  trouble  to  find  out 
from  whom  the  letter  had  come,  and  what  the 
writer  was  driving  at.  From  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings,  and  the  way  they  had  been  com- 
menced, it  appeared  to  him  there  was  some- 
thing behind  them. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  paper  laid  on  the 
table. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Guinness  brought  up  a  report  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  stating  that  the 
•Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Saunders, 
had,  in  consequence  of  ill-health,  forwarded  his 
resignation,  both  as  Chairman  and  as  member 
of  the  Committee,  and  that  the  Committee  de- 
sired to  place  on  record  its  appreciation  of  Mr. 
Saunders's  services,  and  its  regret  that  the 
severity  of  his  illness  has  necessitated  his  re- 
signation. 

Report  laid  on  the  table. 

CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : — 

"  Resolved, — (1.)  That,  in  lieu  of  the  duties 
imposed  and  the  exemptions  created  in  respect 
•of  the  under-mentioned  articles  by  *  The  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  Duties  Act,  1888/  or  any  pre- 


vious resolution  of  this  House,  the  said  articles 
shall  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  on  and  after  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-five : — 

"  Machinery  for  dairying  purposes  (excluding 
separators  and  coolers). 

44  Machinery  for  agricultural  purposes,  in- 
cluding chaff  -  cutters,  corn -crushers,  corn- 
shelters ;  also  materials  for  manufacturing  the 
same- namely,  chaff-cutting  knives,  tilt-rakes, 
fittings  for  threshing- mills,  forgings  for  ploughs ; 
but  excluding  reapers-and-binders. 

14  Printing-machines  and  presses. 

"  Machinery  of  every  description  for  mining 
purposes,  including  machine  pumps,  but  ex- 
cluding machinery  for  gold-saving  purposes 
and  processes. 

"  Machinery  for  flour- mills,  woollen-mills, 
paper-mills,  rope-  and  twine-making,  dredging, 
saw- milling,  planing,  and  wood- working  (in- 
cluding lathes),  oil-refining,  boring,  and  also 
machinery  for  refrigerating  or  preserving  meat. 

" Soda-water  machines;  also,  machines  for 
aSrating  liquids. 

"  Machinery  for  stamping  and  blocking  tin. 

14  Portable  engines  on  four  wheels,  with 
boilers  of  locomotive  type;  also  traction-en- 
gines. 

14  (2.)  That  the  under-mentioned  articles  shall 
be  exempt  from  Customs  duties  on  and  from 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ninety-five : — 

44  Reapers-and-binders  ;  materials  for  manu- 
facturing agricultural  machinery,  namely: 
reaper-knife  sections,  fingers,  brass  and  steel 
springs,  malleable  castings,  discs  for  harrows, 
mould-board  plates,  and  steel  share-plates  cut 
to  pattern,  skeith-plates. 

44  Separators  and  coolers  for  dairying  pur- 
poses. 

44  Provided  that,  except  where  specifically 
mentioned,  neither  steam-engines,  nor  parts  of 
steam-engines,  nor  steam-boilers  (land  or 
marine),  shall  be  deemed  to  be  machinery  or 
machines  within  the  meaning  of  this  resolu- 
tion.* ' 

A  certain  olass  of  steam-engines  were  to  be 
subject  to  a  fixed  rate  of  duty,  and  the  proviso 
was  to  preserve  that  duty.  These  were  the 
wholo  of  the  resolutions,  and  they  covered  pre- 
cisely what  had  been  referred  to  during  the 
previous  evening.  The  exemptions  in  connec- 
tion with  the  various  items  were,  he  believed, 
such  as  would  oommend  themselves  to  honour- 
able members. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer how  much  revenue  this  would  bring  in. 

Mr.  WARD  said  about  £4,500.  The  exemp- 
tions which  had  been  put  in  were  larger  than 
he  intended  when  the  matter  was  first  dis- 
cussed in  the  House. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  asked  if  combines  were 
free. 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that  they  were. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  if  duplicates  for 
reapers- and- binders  were  free  also. 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  there  were  many 
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machines  in  the  printing  trade  which  should 
also  be  inoluded — for  instance,  guillotines  for 
cutting  paper,  and  many  others  he  could  sug- 
gest if  he  had  time  to  think  of  them. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  large  quantities  of 
machinery  had  been  imported  with  the  view  of 
making  boots  and  shoes,  and  more  would  be 
imported  with  a  development  of  the  industry. 
There  was  machinery  for  leather-splitting  pur- 
poses which  at  present  paid  20  per  cent.,  and 
there  were  one  or  two  other  machines  that 
ought  to  come  into  the  same  class. 

Mr.  MILLAR  thought  that  linotypes,  one  of 
which  which  did  the  work  of  fourteen  composi- 
tors, should  not  be  allowed  to  come  in  at  5  per 
oent.  duty. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  a  most 
extraordinary  thing  for  those  who  advocated 
the  establishment  of  colonial  industries  to  pro- 
pose that  machinery  which  was  used  to  com- 
pete with  the  imported  article  should  be  sub- 
jeot  to  a  duty  of  5  per  cent.  It  seemed  to  him 
that,  if  they  were  going  to  establish  indus- 
tries in  this  country,  one  of  the  first  principles 
should  be  to  admit  any  machinery  used  in  pro- 
duction free,  and  all  the  raw  materials  free. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  suggested  that  hydraulic 
crones,  dredging-plant,  and  sluice- valves  should 
pay  20  per  cent.  They  were  making  as  good 
cranes  in  the  colony  as  could  be  imported,  and 
they  were  also  turning  out  good  and  effective 
mining-plant,  and  sluicing  and  other  valves  for 
gas  and  water.  On  these  classes  of  machinery 
the  importers  derived  a  good  profit,  and  the 
House  should  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  local 
manufacturers,  so  as  to  allow  this  profit  to  go 
to  the  local  producers.  It  was  only  in  the  case 
of  twopenny  -  halfpenny  industries,  such  as 
bottling  pickles  and  making  matches,  for  the 
employment  of  boys  and  girls,  that  the  House 
appeared  disposed  to  give  assistance,  but  here 
articles  were  put  on  the  free-list  in  the  manu- 
facture of  which  the  colonial  establishments 
could  earn  a  fair  profit  and  pay  substantial 
wages  if  20  per  cent,  were  put  on. 

Mr.  GARNGROSS  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  agree  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  shown  that 
the  firms  in  the  South  were  at  present  able 
to  compete  with  imported  dredges,  and  20  per 
cent,  duty  would  merely  mean  putting  that 
much  additional  profit  into  the  pockets  of 
those  who  were  now  turning  out  these  dredges 
in  the  colony. 

Mr.  PARATA  moved,  That  mutton-birds  be 
struck  out  of  the  free-list  of  Schedule  B,  and 
that  hereafter  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  be 
charged  thereon. 

Mr.  WARD  would  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  if  a  private  member 
could  increase  taxation  in  this  way. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer had  agreed  to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Southern  Maori  District  bad  represented 
to  him  that  the  Natives,  who  were  chiefly  con- 
cerned in  this  matter,  preferred  to  have  these 
birds  made  dutiable.  It  was  native  game. 
Mr.  Q.  W.  Russell 


He  was  willing  to  accede  to  the  representa- 
tions. 

Mr.  HEKE  would  like  to  know  the  reason 
for  putting  a  duty  on  mutton-birds.  He  under- 
stood that  a  lot  of  these  birds  were  obtained 
within  the  boundaries  of  tho  colony.  He  did 
not  know  that  there  was  any  trade  in  sending, 
mutton-birds  to  New  Zealand  from  outside. 

Mr.  PARATA  said  mutton-birds  were  sent  in 
from  Hobart,  as  well  as  being  brought  from* 
Stewart  Island  and  adjacent  islands.  It  was- 
an  industry  in  which  at  a  particular  period  of 
the  year  Natives  and  half-castes  in  the  Middle 
Island  engaged,  and  it  was  the  only  harvest 
they  had  in  the  whole  year. 

Mr.  TANNER  could  speak  as  to  this  in- 
dustry, from  evidence  collected  a  few  months- 
ago.  The  Natives  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
South  Island  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting: 
the  outlying  islands — Auckland  and  Antipodes 
Islands,  and  smaller  groups  — and  collecting 
these  birds,  which  were  esteemed  a  delicacy 
not  only  by  Natives,  but  by  others  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Dunedin  and  Invercargill.  A  quantity 
were  also  being  introduced  from  the  islands 
in  Bass  Strait  and  Macquarie  Island,  which, 
were  beyond  the  limits  of  this  colony.  These 
had  been  imported  as  provisions  at  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent.,  but,  as  they  were  added  to  the  free- 
list  by  the  tariff  now  before  the  House,  it  waa 
in  order  to  restore  the  20-per-cent.  duty  on 
mutton-birds  imported  from  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  colony  that  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Southern  Maori  District  had  moved. 

Mr.  HEKE  thought  the  duty  should  be  still 
higher — say,  40  per  cent. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRASER  protested  against  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  on  machinery  for  mining  and 
agricultural  purposes.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  bear  in  mind  that  it  meant  the 
increasing  of  the  price  to  those  who  used  these 
thingR.  It  would  not  merely  mean  an  increase 
in  price  of  5  per  cent.,  but  really  of  10  per 
cent.,  for  the  effect  of  a  duty  was  to  increase 
the  price  of  the  taxed  articles  far  beyond  tho 
proportion  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman, 
in  discussing  mining  machinery,  should  give 
credit  for  what  had  been  done  since  the  pre- 
vious night — that  was,  exempting  that  claw* 
of  machinery  which  was  of  most  service  for 
mining  purposes,  pulverisers  for  instance,  and 
all  kinds  of  things.  He  did  not  believe  that  th» 
mining  community  was  anxious  to  have  other 
people  bear  the  whole  of  the  burdens.  All 
other  classes  of  people  were  asked  to  bear  their 
share. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  know,  in  con- 
nection with  machinery  for  dairying  purpose*,, 
why  coolers  and  separators  were  free  from  duty 
while  refrigerators  were  dutiable.  He  objected 
to  this  important  part  of  a  dairying  plant 
being  subject  to  duty. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  resolutions, 
increased  the  cost  of  dairying  machinery. 
Formerly  boilers  used  in  dairy  factories  were 
free,  but  these  proposals  would  bring  them 
under  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.     He  protested 
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ftgainst  the  industry  being  handicapped  in  any 
way,  more  especially  at  a  time  when  prices 
were  low.  It  should  also  be  remembered  that 
dairy  factories  were  used  chiefly  by  the  workers. 

Mr.  TANNER  moved,  in  connection  with 
machinery  for  agricultural  purposes,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "including  chaff-cutters,  corn- 
cutters,  corn- ah  ell  ere." 

Mr.  O.  J.  SMITH  said  that  under  the  Aot  of 
1888  these  articles  had  been  liable  to  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent.  After  that  Act  was  passed  an  in- 
dustry had  been  established  which  employed 
six  or  seven  hundred  people  in  the  manufacture 
of  these  articles,  a  large  number  of  whom  would 
have  to  be  discharged  if  the  20-per-cent.  duty 
were  removed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Committee  to  adhere 
to  what  had  been  decided  last  night,  when  it 
was  understood  that  5  per  oent.  was  to  be  im- 
posed. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  resolution." 

Ayes,  47. 
Allen  Harris  Newman 

Bell  Heke  O'Regan 

Buchanan         Lang  Parata 

Buiok  Larnach  Pinkerton 

Cadman  Lawry  Beeves 

Car d cross  Mackenzie,  T.   Russell,  W.  R. 

Carnell  Maslin  Seddon 

Carroll  McGowan  Stevens 

Crowther  McQuire  Steward 

Duncan  McKenzie,  J.     Thompson,  R. 

Flatman  McKenzie,  R.    Thompson,  T. 

Praser  McNab  Ward 

Graham  Meredith  Wilson. 

Green  Mills  Tellers. 

Hall  Mitchelson         MasBey 

Hall- Jones         Montgomery      McLachlan. 

Nobs,  8. 
Collins  Morrison  Tellers. 

Kelly,  J.  W.       Smith,  E.  M.  Earnshaw 

Millar  Smith,  G.  J.  Tanner. 


For. 
Houston 
Mackintosh 
Pere. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Stout 

Hutchison,  G. 
Te  Ao. 


Majority  for,  39. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  to  add,  after  the  words 
"  machinery  for  flour-mills,"  the  words  "  leather- 
splitting  machines,  and  band-knives  for  the 
same." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  suggested  that  a  duty 
of  5  per  oent.  should  be  placed  on  sheep-shear- 
ing machinery  and  seea-oleaning  machinery, 
which  did  away  with  the  employment  of  a  large 
amount  of  labour. 

Mr.  WARD  could  not  agree. 

Resolution  No.  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add,  after  the  words 
44  reapers-and-binders,"  in  Resolution  No.  2,  the 
words  "  and  all  extra  parts  for  the  same." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 


Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert  l( combined 
reaping-and-mowinff  machines"  between  the 
words  "  reapers-and-binders "  and  the  words 
just  added. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  thought  it  was  hardly  fair 
that  these  machines  should  be  free  of  duty. 
Many  honourable  members  had  given  way  in 
connection  with  other  classes  of  machinery  to 
enable  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  make  up  his 
revenue,  and  he  did  not  think  that  5  per  oent. 
would  be  out  of  the  way. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASSE Y  moved  to  insert  the  words 
"  mouldboards  and  plough  -  shares  "  after  the 
words  "  discs  for  barrows." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  moved  to  insert  the  words 
"  combined  threshing-and-finishing  machines 
and  fittings." 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  necessary  to  make 
up  a  large  amount  of  revenue,  and  he  regretted 
he  could  not  accept  the  amendment.  Other 
concessions  had  been  given  to  the  people  that 
this  would  affect. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so 
inserted." 

Ayes,  26. 
Allen  '      Graham  MoNab 

Bell  Green  Meredith 

Buchanan  Hall- Jones         Montgomery 

Buick  Lang  O'Regan 

Duncan  Larnach  Russell,  W.  R. 

Duthie  Mackenzie,  T.    Steward. 

Earnshaw  Maslin  Tellers. 

Flatman  Massey  McLachlan 

Fraser  McGuire  Wilson. 

Noes,  30. 
Cadman  McGowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Camcross  McKenzie,  J.     Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell  McKenzie,  R.    Stevens 

Carroll  Millar  Tanner 

Collins  Mills  Thompson,  R. 

Crowther  Mitchelson        Thompson,  T. 

Hall  Parata  Ward. 

Harris  Pinkerton  Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W.  Reeves  Morrison 

Kelly,  J.  W.       Seddon  Russell,  G.  W. 

Mackintosh 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Button  Joyce 

Hutchison,  G.  Hogg 

Stout  Houston 

Te  Ao.  Pere. 

Majority  against,  4. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  proposed  to  add,  after  the 
words  "  steel  plates,"  "  maohinery  for  agricul- 
tural purposes  not  otherwise  enumerated."  His 
sole  object  was  to  see  that  20  per  cent,  was  not 
charged  instead  of  5  per  oent. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  not  intended  that  agri- 
cultural maohinery  should  pay  more  than  5  per 
cent.,  but  he  believed  this  amendment  would 
take  maohinery  that  was  dutiable  to  the  extent 
of  20  per  oent.  under  the  Aot  of  1888  and  place 
it  nnder  a  duty  of  5  per  oent.    To  that  he  could 
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not  consent.  The  matter  should  be  dealt  with 
in  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  if  the  Government 
assured  him  that  they  would  assist  in  securing 
that  agricultural  machinery  should  not  pay 
duty  exceeding  5  per  cent,  he  would  be  quite 
content. 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that  he  was  quite  willing 
to  do  that,  so  long  as  it  did  not  take  out  of  the 
1888  tariff  any  machinery  which  was  dutiable 
at  20  per  cent,  there.  He  was  prepared  to  do 
that,  but  could  not  do  anything  more. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  insert  the  words, 
"  copybooks  and  drawing- books." 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  wished  to  add,  at  the  end  of  the 
list,  "newRpaper  supplements.1*  Very  strong 
representations  were  made  to  the  Government 
on  this  matter. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  this  seemed  an  extra- 
ordinary proposal  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  The  House  had  already  affirmed 
that  these  supplements  should  be  on  the 
free-list,  absolutely  exempting  them  from  tax- 
ation. 

Mr.  WILLIS  said  the  position  was  this:  that 
supplements  printed  in  England  were  now  to 
be  admitted  into  the  colony  free,  but  matrices 
sent  out  to  be  printed  in  the  colony  were  to 
bear  a  high  rate  of  duty.  It  meant  that  the 
English  people  were  to  be  protected  against 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  the  House  had  affirmed 
that  these  supplements  should  be  admitted 
free,  and  it  was  wrong  that  they  should  now 
be  asked  to  reverse  that  decision. 

Mr.  MILLS  opposed  the  making  of  newspaper 
supplements  dutiable. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  admission  of  these  printed  supplements' 
free  of  duty. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  representations  on  the 
subject  bad  been  made  to  him  by  a  number 
of  members  of  the  House,  and  therefore  he 
brought  forward  the  question  of  newspaper 
supplements. 

Leave  to  move  the  motion  in  regard  to  news- 
paper supplements  refused. 

Proviso  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  reported  to  the  House,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  re- 
committed for  the  purpose  of  considering 
items  in  Schedules  A  and  B,  clause  12;  also 
cotton  piece-goods,  and  the  dutiable  goods 
which  had  just  been  passed  in  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

.  Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  asked  if  it  was  the 
Colonial  Treasurer's  intention  to  bring  up 
the  packet-tea  question. 

Mr.  WARD  said  his  own  inclination  was  to 
do  what  the  honourable  gentleman  suggested, 
but  he  thought  it  was  perfectly  useless  to  at- 
tempt to  do  it.  It  simply  meant  that  they 
could  not  carry  it,  and  therefore  in  going  over 
Mr.  Ward 


the  whole  ground  again  they  would  be  wasting 
time.  He  wanted  to  make  ic  clear,  in  connec- 
tion with  Schedule  A,  it  was  not  an  addition. 
It  was  practically  a  new  clause  he  wanted  to 
move,  so  as  to  give  effect  to  and  conform  with 
the  resolution  passed  in  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  He  wished  to  have  this  note  placed 
at  the  head  of  Schedule  A  : — 

"  Provided  that,  except  where  specifically 
mentioned,  neither  steam-engines,  nor  parts 
of  steam-engines,  nor  steam-boilers  (land  or 
marine),  shall  be  deemed  to  be  machinery  or  ma- 
chines within  the  meaning  of  this  resolution." 

Mr.  G.  J..  SMITH  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  clause  6,  referring  to  cotton  piece- 
goods,  there  was  a  consequential  amendment 
that  "  turkey  twills"  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  moved  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  twills  right.  He  wished  to  recom- 
mit to  give  effect  to  what  was  done  last  night. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  it  was  distinctly 
understood  this  item  would  be  struck  out,  and 
that  they  would  recommit  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  WAR,D  said  it  was  not  so  understood. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  cotton  piece- 
goods,  20  per  cent.,  in  Class  VI.,  be  recom- 
mitted, for  the  purpose  of  striking  out  turkey 
twills.  With  reference  to  the  question  of 
turkey  twills,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Bill  decided  at  the  previous  sitting  to  put 
in  turkey  twills  and  cotton-piece  dress  fabrics, 
but  afterwards  found  that  dress  fabrics  included 
more  than  was  intended.  The  question  came 
on  again  in  Committee,  and  the  Committee 
decided  to  retain  the  words;  but  by  way  of 
compromise  an  alteration  was  made  so  as  to 
put  in  cotton  piece-goods  at  10  per  cent.  It 
was  then  understood  that  turkey  twills  should 
be  struck  out  also,  in  order  to  be  put  on  the 
10-per-cent.  basis.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  now 
insisted  on  keeping  them  in  on  the  20-per-cent. 
basis.  He  therefore  moved  that  they  should 
be  put  in  at  10  per  cent.,  which  was  a  con- 
sequential amendment  on  the  amendment 
carried  in  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  was  most  unfair,  for 
this  reason  :  that  the  resolution  moved  by  the 
honourable  member  the  previous  night  was  a 
resolution  that  he  proposed  to  ask  the  House 
to  reconsider  by  going  into  Committee  now. 
What  the  honourable  gentleman  moved  last 
night  was  that,  amongst  other  things,  "  cotton 
piece-goods,  to  include  turkey  twills,  dress 
prints  (bard-spun  and  plain-woven),  where  the 
invoiced  value  does  not  exceed  id.  the  yard  " — — 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  his  amendment  was 
to  include  all  turkey  twills. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  not  to  include  all 
turkey  twills.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  his  resolution,  would  find  it 
was  turkey  twills  under  4d.  a  yard.  It  was 
mentioned  time  and  again.  The  point  of  dif- 
ference was,  whether  "4d."  should  be  struok 
out,  which  was  what  he  (Mr.  Ward)  suggested ; 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  moved  that 
these  artioles  under  id.  should  be  oharged  10 
per  cent.  Now  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
asking  that  these  goods  over  id.  should  be 
charged  10  per  cent.    When  he  (Mr.  Ward)  had 
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-agreed  to  reconsider  this  one  clause,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  took  advantage  of  that  to  have 
-a  discussion  on  the  whole  of  the  items  con- 
•neoted  with  cotton  jjoods— as  to  whether  they 
•should  he  placed  at  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  whether  he  did  not 
raise  the  consequential  amendment  relative  to 
-turkey  twills. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  not  the  previous  night — 
•certainly  not. 

Mr.  BELL  was  one  of  those  who  said  that 
there  was  snre  to  be  a  mistake  if  they  at- 
tempted to  word  the  resolution  at  so  late  an 
hour  this  morning.  However,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  the  Customs  expert,  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  G.  J. 
Smith),  and  the  Premier  thought  it  could  be 
done  so  that  there  might  be  no  mistake  about 
dt.  The  wording  was  not  the  wording  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City,  but, 
■after  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
•City  had  carried  his  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  words  which  the  Treasurer  had  in  his 
Bill,  then  the  Treasurer  proceeded  to  draft 
the  amendment,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
•Customs  expert  and  of  the  Premier.  Two  or 
three  of  the  members,  while  that  was  going 
-on,  suggested  to  the  Premier,  on  the  motion 
to  report  progress,  that  it  was  too  late  to  do 
business  of  that  kind.  The  Premier  said  it 
was  all  right;  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City,  who  was  in  charge  of 
the  matter,  was  satisfied  at  the  time  the  lan- 
guage used  did  express  his  meaning.  If  the 
language  did  not  express  his  meaning,  there 
was  certainly  no  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City. 
The  question  whether  turkey  twills  were  to  be 
wholly  exempted,  or  whether  those  under  id. 
•a  yard  were  to  be  exempted,  was  certainly  not 
deliberately  put. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  been  hardly  fair  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christohuroh  City.  There  had  been  a 
breach  of  faith  in  regard  to  this  clause. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  bo  added." 


Bell 

AXIiB,   20. 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Maokenzie,  T. 

Newman 

Buchanan 

O'Regan 

Button 

Maslin 

Russell,  G.  W. 

•Carncross 

Maseey 

Russell,  W.  U. 

•Collins 

McGuire 

Tanner 

Duthie 

McEenzie,  R. 

Wilson. 

Earnshaw 

McLaohlan 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Millar 

Allen 

Graham 

Montgomery 
Nobs,  34. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Buick 

Harris 

McNab 

Cad  man 

Hogg 

Meredith 

Oarnell 

Hutchison,  W. 

Mills 

•Carroll 

Joyce 

Parata 

•Orowther 

Lang 

Pinkerton 

Duncan 

Larnaoh 

Pirani 

Flatman 

Mackintosh 

Reeves 

Hall 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Hall-Jones 

McKenziej  J. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 
Steward 
Thompson,  R. 


Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 


Tellers. 
Lawry 
Morrison. 


For, 
Green 

Hutchison,  G. 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Paies. 


Against. 
Kelly,  W. 
Willis 
Houston 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  8. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  moved,  That  the  following 
new  clause  be  considered  in  Committee  : — 

"  The  Governor  in  Council  may  appoint  six 
persons  to  form  a  Board,  of  whom  three  shall 
form  a  quorum,  to  assist  and  advise  the  Com- 
missioner in  the  determination  of  disputes 
arising  as  to  the  proper  rate  of  duty  payable 
and  on  the  classification  of  any  goods ;  and  in 
appointing  such  persons  he  shall  select  two 
persons  of  experience  in  connection  with  the 
drapery,  hardware,  and  grocery  trades  respec- 
tively. 

"  The  Commissioner  shall  be  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  and  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  such  Board  present  at  any  meeting 
thereof,  provided  the  Commissioner  be  one  of 
such  majority,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive 
with  respect  to  the  matter  on  which  such  deci- 
sion maybe  given,  but  without  prejudice  to  the 
right  of  any  person  who  may  feel  aggrieved 
by  such  decision  to  test  its  correctness  in  the 
Supreme  Court  under  any  provisions  of  '  The 
Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act,  1882,'  en- 
titling him  in  that  behalf." 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  there  was 
some  justification  for  some  provision  being 
inserted  in  the  Bill  other  than  that  of  clause  6, 
which  left  too  great  a  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  expert  of  the  department,  who  naturally 
wished  his  returns  to  be  as  high  as  possible, 
and  was  apt  to  strain  a  point  in  favour  of  the 
department.  That  had  come  out  in  evidence. 
Mr.  Kirkcaldie  complained  that  an  article 
called  "frilling,"  which  was  subject  to  only 
20  per  cent.,  had  been  charged  25  per  cent., 
simply  because  it  had  a  thread  of  silk  through 
it,  being  ninety-nine  parts  of  other  material. 
The  expert  was  really  placed  in  the  position  of 
interpreting  what  be  thought  the  law  ought  to 
be,  rather  than  of  interpreting  what  the  law 
was.  He  did  not  think  that  the  deciding  of 
suoh  a  question  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  departmental  officer  alone,  because  he 
naturally  endeavoured  so  to  twist  the  rates  as 
to  exact  the  highest  duty.  This  would  lead 
to  great  irritation  in  the  trade.  With  regard 
to  clause  6,  while  it  might  be  quite  reason- 
able and  proper  to  cause  a  large  wholesale  im- 
porter to  cut  up  shirtings  into  lengths  suitable 
for  manufacture,  the  retail  importer  frequently 
did  not  import  his  shirtings  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  up  into  shirts,  but  to  sell  them  by  the 
yard  to  the  customers  over  the  counter;  and 
therefore  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie)  had  taken  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  in  moving  his  amendment,  and 
in  his  opinion  the  department  ought  to  obtain 
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the  assistance  of  experts  when  questions  of  the 
kind  were  to  be  determined.  Unless  the  de- 
partment had  an  expert  in  almost  every  line  of 
business,  it  was  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
they  could  arrive  safely  at  a  proper  interpreta- 
tion of  the  tariff,  especially  now  that  the  tariff 
was  more  complicated  than  it  was  under  the 
old  rigime. 

Major  STEWARD  said  there  was  no  doubt 
that  there  was  a  difficulty  in  this  matter,  but 
he  was  not  quite  sure  whether  the  way  in 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  had  suggested  that  it  should  be  met  was 
the  right  one.  If  the  Governor  in  Council  had 
to  appoint  six  gentlemen  to  assist  the  chief 
officer  of  Customs  in  settling  disputes,  then  one 
of  two  things  must  happen — either  the  gentle- 
men named  must  give  their  services  absolutely 
free  of  cost,  or  provision  must  be  made  for 
their  being  paid.  How  many  gentlemen,  he 
asked,  were  there  in  the  City  of  Wellington  who 
would  be  prepared  at  any  moment  to  come  to 
the  assistance  of  the  chief  Customs  officer  in 
order  to  decide  a  technical  point  ?  If  they  were 
not  going  to  pay  these  men,  then  they  could  not 
be  called  upon,  nor  could  any  demand  be  made 
upon  them  whatsoever ;  and,  if  they  were  going 
to  pay  these  men,  then  they  would  have  to  pro- 
vide salaries  for  them.  If  no  salaries  were  to 
be  paid  they  would  not  be  able  to  get  men  to 
undertake  the  duty,  as  men  oould  not  be  ob- 
tained without  receiving  a  certain  solatium  for 
their  services.  He  was  afraid  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  put  his  finger  upon  a  weak 
point ;  but  there  was  the  difficulty  that  he  had 
pointed  out,  and,  if  the  resolution  were  carried, 
and  the  clause  added  to  the  Bill,  it  would 
simply  complicate  the  difficulty  that  now 
existed. 

Mr.  Duthie's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved,  That  the  Bill 
f>e  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  striking  out 
14  raspberries  "  from  the  list  of  dutiable  fruits. 
The  reason  he  did  this  was  that  there  were 
not  sufficient  raspberries  grown  in  New  Zealand 
to  supply  the  Dunedin  demand.  One  firm 
there,  employing  a  large  number  of  persons, 
were  unable  to  get  all  the  fruit  they  wanted  in 
the  colony.  This  firm  had  even  been  able  to 
begin  and  carry  on  an  export  business,  and  the 
imposition  of  duty  on  the  imported  fruit  would 
seriously  cramp  them  in  carrying  on  the  in- 
dustry. In  the  way  of  revenue  the  duty  did 
not  mean  very  much  to  the  Government,  but 
it  meant  a  great  deal  to  an  enterprising  firm, 
and  he  hoped  that  raspberries  would  be  placed 
on  the  list  of  exemptions. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  might  favourably  consider  this  re- 
quest, as  it  was  quite  clear  the  amount  of  fruit 
required  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  colony.  He 
knew  several  firms  that  were  willing  to  contract 
for  a  term  of  years  to  take  all  the  raspberries 
they  could  get  at  4d.  per  pound.  The  Nelson 
jam-makers  could  get  a  local  supply  for  their 
purposes,  but  in  the  case  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  where  the 
fruit  was  used  in  securing  a  foreign  trade,  and 
for*  export  to  the  islands,  Western  Australia, 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


and  other  parts,  it  was  unjust  to  prevent  these- 
manufacturers  from  extending  their  trade.  In 
order  to  secure  a  proper  supply  of  fresh  fruit 
they  were  quite  prepared  to  pay  double  the 
price  if  they  could  get  it  in  the  colony ;  but- 
then  the  difficulty  arose  that  he  had  pointed 
out.  He  honed  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  if  he 
found  that  what  he  stated  was  correct,  would 
not  handicap  the  industry  by  imposing  a' pro- 
tective duty  against  fruit  which  could  not  be 
obtained  here. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  hoped  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  not  agree  to  the  suggestion, 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  by  the  growing  of 
these  small  fruits  that  the  village  settlements,, 
which  would  be  the  means  of  solving  the  "  un- 
employed" difficulty,  would  be  assisted  and 
strengthened.  All  the  raspberries  required 
could  be  grown  in  the  colony,  provided  people 
were  encouraged  to  grow  them. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  would  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  if  the  4d.  per 
pound  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member  aa 
the  price  one  firm  had  offered  to  give  for  rasp- 
berries was  the  price  to  be  given  at  the  works, 
or  on  the  train ;  or  where  was  it  ?  If  it  meant 
4d.  per  pound  on  delivery  at  the  works,  it 
might  take  4d.  to  get  the  fruit  there. 

Major  STEWARD  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  had  only  stated  part  of  the  evi- 
dence that  the  Commission  received  on  this 
subject.  It  was  true  that  there  were  certain 
people  who  offered  to  contract  to  purchase  a 
certain  number  of  tons  of  raspberries,  but  they 
did  not  offer  a  contract  in  advance.  People 
would  have  to  first  plant  their  raspberries,  and 
required  a  contract  in  advanoe.  In  his  opinion, 
there  was  no  country  in  the  world  where  finer 
raspberries  could  be  grown  than  in  New  Zea- 
land. In  Southland  and  Nelson  this  fruit  could 
be  grown  in  immense  quantities,  and  if  there 
was  a  fruit  that  ought  not  to  be  exempt  from 
duty  it  was  par  excellence  this. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  21. 

Allen 
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Duthie 
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Carroll 
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For. 
Green 
Stout 
Te  Ao. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Kelly,  W. 
Houston 
Pere. 


Majority  against,  20. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON,  on  behalf  of  the  mem- 
ber for  Bruce,  moved,  That  the  question  be 
amended  by  the  addition  of  the  words  "also 
clause  15." 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  the  clause  ought  to 
be  recommitted,  because  the  Committee  had 
come  to  a  rather  hasty  decision  upon  it.  The 
clause  referred  to  the  collection  of  Customs 
duties  during  the  time  that  these  resolutions 
had  been  in  force,  and  to  the  question  of  re- 
funds or  otherwise.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
during  the  time  the  Bill  was  going  through 
had  said  that  he  did  not  intend  to  demand  any 
refund  of  taxation  in  the  case  where  duties  had 
been  increased,  nor  did  he  intend  to  grant 
any  excess  of  duties  paid.  He  had  promised 
to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  on  that 
point,  and  find  out  if  it  was  necessary  to  put  a 
clause  into  the  Bill  to  carry  out  his  wishes. 
He  had  found  out  that  it  was  necessary  to  put 
a  clause  into  the  Bill.  He  (Mr.  Allen)  thought 
it  was  worthy  of  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Committee  whether  it  was  right  that  no  refund 
should  be  made,  and  that  no  extra  taxes  should 
be  collected  where  the  heavier  duties  had  been 
imposed.  It  cut  both  ways,  of  course,  and  he 
thought  the  law  on  the  point,  without  this 
clause  of  the  Bill,  was  quite  clear  that  where 
articles  were  taken  out  of  bond  by  importers 
during  the  time  a  certain  resolution  was .  in 
force  they  would  either  have  to  pay  extra  duty 
or  get  a  refund,  as  the  case  might  be.  There 
was  a  case  in  point  mentioned  in  Bourinot. 
8peaking  of  Tax  Bills,  he  said,  "Accordingly 
the  new  taxes  are  to  be  collected  from  the 
date  mentioned  in  the  resolution;  but  in  case 
the  tariff  is  changed,  or  fails  to  become  law, 
then  the  duties  levied  by  anticipation  must 
be  repaid  to  the  parties  from  whom  they  had 
been  collected."  He  thought  it  right,  there- 
fore, that  those  who  had  cleared  tea,  tor  in- 
stance, at  3d.  should  not  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  that  while  others  might  have  cleared 
the  same  article  at  a  higher  rate  before  the 
duty  was  fixed  at  a  lower  one.  He  believed 
the  right  course  was  to  follow  the  precedent  of 
the  old-established  law. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  appear  to  have  read  the  resolutions. 
He  would  find  in  the  resolution  under  discus- 
sion the  following  proviso :  "  Provided  that  this 
resolution  shall  not  in  any  way  affect  the  past 
operation  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  resolutions  or 
duties  payable  by  virtue  thereof."  In  another 
place  there  was  this  proviso :  "  Provided  that 
no  refund  shall  be  inaae  of  the  duties  collected 
on  any  of  the  above-mentioned  articles  pur- 
suant to  the  respective  resolutions  passed  by 
this  House  on  20th  July,  19th  August,  18th 
September,  and  17th  September,  1895."  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  recited  a  precedent 


of  the  past ;  but  it  was  necessary,  when  a  reso- 
lution said  that  certain  things  were  not  to- 
be  done,  to  provide  the  law  to  give  effect  to  the 
resolution.  In  passing  this  Bill  it  was,  under 
the  circumstances,  necessary  either  to  negative 
or  to  affirm  the  clause  in  the  resolution  which  he 
had  read.  It  was  only  right  that  equal  treat- 
ment should  be  served  out  in  both  cases  re- 
ferred to,  and  if  they  were  to  make  refunds 
they  should  collect  the  extra  duty  upon  the 
items  that  had  been  increased  since  the  passing 
of  the  resolution.  He  saw  no  better  course 
than  to  adhere  to  the  tariff  as  it  stood  in  the 
resolution  ;  and  up  to  the  time  this  Bill  became 
law  the  House  should  adhere  to  the  tariff 
which  was  then  imposed;  He  did  not  see  any 
advantage  in  asking  the  House  to  reconsider 
what  was  clearly  before  honourable  members 
last  year,  when  they  gave  their  support  to- 
the  clause  which  the  honourable  member  bad 
moved  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee.  He 
would  ask  the  House  to  negative  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  hoped  the  House  would  re- 
commit this  clause,  as  there  had  been  a  mis- 
conception from  the  first.  He  drew  attention 
to  the  point  when  they  were  discussing  the 
second  reading.  It  was  understood  by  im- 
porters that  there  would  be  an  arrangement 
upon  the  basis  of  the  tariff  as  ultimately  passed. 
This  had  been  the  custom  of  England  and 
other  countries,  and  it  was  distinctly  under- 
stood by  the  different  traders  that  the  same 
course  would  be  pursued  here,  and  people  had 
oarried  on  their  business  on  the  good  faith  that 
the  matter  would  be  so  adjusted.  Of  course,, 
conflicting  interests  arose,  as  certain  persons 
might  suffer  who  would  have  to  pay  extra  duty, 
but  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  decide 
between  the  different  opinions  what  was  the 
best  course  to  pursue.  He  thought  the  old 
practice  here  and  universal  custom  of  older 
countries  would  be  the  best  on  the  whole  to 
follow,  and  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
community  and  of  the  revenue.  He  did  not 
think,  in  the  case  of  duties  to  be  recovered, 
that  any  one  would  resist,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  give  an  opportunity  of  doing  what 
was  just  to  all  parties  concerned. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  matter  was  provided 
for  in  section  82  of  "  The  Customs  Laws  Con- 
solidation Act,  1882,"  which  was  as  follows : — 

"  In  all  cases  where  any  new  duties  of 
Customs,  or  other  duties,  rates,  or  charges, 
under  the  management,  collection,  or  control 
of  the  Commissioner,  are  or  may  be  imposed  by 
any  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  by  any 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
lieu  of  any  former  duties  payable  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  such  Act  or  the  passing 
of  bucIi  resolution,  such  former  duties  shall  bo 
and  continue  payable  until  such  new  duties 
imposed  in  lieu  thereof  shall  become  charge- 
able, save  and  except  in  oases  where  the  Act 
or  resolution  imposing  such  new  duties  shall 
otherwise  provide. 

*'  All  moneys  arising  from  any  duties  of  Cus- 
toms, or  other  duties,  rates,  or  charges,  or  any 
an  ears    thereof,    payable  on  acoount  of  any 
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,  goods  whatever  imported  into  or  exported  from 
the  colony  under  any  former  Act,  although 
•computed  under  such  former  Act,  and  whether 
secured  by  bond  or  otherwise,  shall  be  levied, 
paid,  -and  appropriated  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  same  had  been  made  payable  by  this  Act 
or  any  other  Act  in  force  for  the  time  being ; 
and  all  drawbacks  or  allowances  payable  under 
•any  former  Act  shall  be  paid  or  allowed  under 
this  or  such  other  Acts  as  may  be  in  force  for 
the  time  being." 

Then,  section  20  of  the  Act  of  1888  contained 
a  proviso  which  was  as  follows: — 

"  Provided  that,  where  any  rates  of  duty  have 
been  imposed  or  altered  since  the  said  thirtieth 
day  of  May,  by  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  new  or  increased  rates 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  come  into  operation 
only  from  the  date  of  the  resolution  imposing 
•or  altering  such  rates." 

The  statute-law  supported  this  position.  If 
they  did  otherwise  than  was  provided  by  this 
clause  of  the  Bill  they  would  be  accused  of 
passing  retrospective  legislation ;  the  people 
•would  say  they  had  been  misled — that  they  had 
4ost  because  they  had  acted  in  accordance  with 
law;  and  that  would  mean  that  heavy  claims 
for  compensation  would  be  made  against  the 
•colony.  Why  should  they  do  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  asked?  The  people  had  the 
daw  for  their  guidance,  and  commercial  men 
who  had  acted  under  that  law  would  be  greatly 
prejudiced  if  Parliament  were  to  do  otherwise 
than  was  provided  in  the  clause.  This  question 
bad  been  answered  before,  when  raised  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie),  and  had  been  answered  very  dis- 
tinctly, and  the  answer  had  been  telegraphed 
all  over  the  colony.  When  it  was  pointed  out 
that  some  would  lose,  he  had  replied  that  some 
would  loso  and  some  would  gain — it  was  the 
fortune  of  war.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
resolutions  had  the  effect  and  the  force  of  law, 
and  under  such  circumstances  repayments 
-could  not  be  enforced.  He  would  not  like  to 
he  at  the  head  of  the  Government  that  would 
proceed  against  an  importer  who  had  withdrawn 
dutiable  goods  to  call  upon  him  to  make  good 
the  difference.  Further,  when  the  question 
was  raised  in  the  House  to  give  time  to  the 
importers  who  had  taken  out  dutiable  goods  so 
as  to  work  off  the  stocks  they  had  paid  a  higher 
duty  upon,  the  Committee  had  refused  to  con- 
sent to  t/iat,  on  the  resolution  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Thames.  The  Id.  a  pound 
less  duty  had  been  struck  out,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  2d.  a  pound  made,  so  that  there  could 
cot  be  any  great  difference  as  between  'the 
parties  now.  They  knew  also  that  some  mer- 
chants in  Christchurch,  acting  upon  their 
judgment,  and  believing  that  the  duty  on  tea 
would  be  Increased,  had  withdrawn  largely  at 
the  higher  duty  before  the  resolution  had  been 
brought  down.  They,  of  course,  by  this  had 
Jost  heavily,  and  these  persons  would  say  that 
others  had  been  given  an  advantage,  and  that 
they  had  lost  heavily. 

An    Hon.    Member.  —  They   would  not   be 
justified  in  making  any  claim. 
Mr.Seddon 


Mr.  SEDDON  said,  of  course  they  would  not 
be  justified,  but  they  would  have  just  as  much 
right  to  be  considered,  for  there  was  nothing  to 
warrant  others  in  making  a  claim — they  had  no 
grievance ;  and  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
House  should  amend  its  proceedings  so  as  to 
make  them  in  accordance  with  the  English 
precedents,  when  they  were  in  accordance  with 
the  law,  which  was  the  same  in  some  of  the 
other  colonies.  Any  interference  would  con- 
stitute a  dangerous  precedent,  and  would  land 
the  colony  in  difficulty.  It  would  appear  very 
strange  if,  the  very  evening  after  they  had  come 
to  a  resolution,  they  reversed  it.  The  clause 
had  been  placed  in  the  Bill  after  its  effect  had 
been  fully  explained  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
and  it  would  not  be  creditable  now  to  change 
it.  The  matter  had  been  very  fully  explained ; 
honourable  members  had  known  what  they 
were  voting  upon ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  were  simply  carrying  out  the  resolution 
which  had  been  brought  down. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  the  statement  of 
the  Premier  was  an  exceedingly  interesting 
one,  inasmuch  as  he  had  quoted  the  Cus- 
toms Duties  Act  of  1882,  saying  that  that 
was  the  present  law,  while  there  was  a  new 
clause  enacted  in  this  Bill  which  covered  the 
case.  Surely  the  one  thing  was  contradictory 
to  the  other.  If  that  was  the  law  previously, 
then  there  was  no  occasion  for  this  clause. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  must  be  done  in  each 
case. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  reason  it  was 
put  in  was  that,  if  it  were  not  put  in,  then  the 
duties  would  not  be  payable  unless  they  were 
adopted  in  the  Bill.  The  fact  was  that  the 
Law  Advisers  had  insisted  upon  this  being  done 
if  the  Government  wanted  to  avoid  trouble. 
The  matter  was,  however,  a  little  anomalous. 
In  other  portions  of  the  Bill,  dealing  with 
other  matters,  tea-importers  were  given  long 
periods  in  which  they  could  get  rid  of  their 
stocks,  and  the  increased  duty  on  perfumed 
spirits  was  not  to  come  into  operation  until  the 
1st  of  February,  and  the  result  of  that  would 
be  that  there  would  be  great  quantities  of  eau- 
de-Cologne  and  other  perfumed  spirits  cleared, 
and  after  that  no  one  would  import  any  of 
these  things  for  a  long  time.  He  thought  it 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  Government  saw 
the  necessity  for  this  clause.  They  had  brought 
in  the  Bill  as  far  back  as  the  Slst  July,  and,  as 
it  would  not  be  law  until  about  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, practically  there  were  two  clear  months 
during  which  the  duties  had  been  chopped  and 
changed  about  in  a  way  that  was  exceedingly 
hard  upon  the  traders,  and  still  more  hard 
upon  another  class  of  people — namely,  the 
consumer.  The  traders  sometimes  lost  and 
sometimes  gained  by  these  changes,  but  on  all 
occasions,  he  believed,  the  people — the  con- 
sumers— were  losers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  previously 
protested  against  the  provisions  of  this  olause 
which  was  now  sought  to  be  recommitted,  and 
had  pointed  out  that  traders  generally  through- 
out the  colony  must  necessarily  have  taken  the 
resolutions  passed  on  the  Slst  July  as  being 
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exactly  in  the  same  position  as  similar  resolu- 
tions passed  in  previous  years.  The  very  clause 
quoted  by  the  Premier  provided  that  the  old 
duties — in  this  case  the  duties  imposed  by  the 
Act  of  1888— should  continue  to  be  imposed 
notwithstanding  the  passing  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  31st  July ;  or,  alternatively,  that  a  bond 
should  be  entered  into  by  the  importers  to  sub- 
sequently pay  the  duties  which  were  altered  by 
the  resolutions.  That  was  perfeotly  dear,  and 
he  was  sure  the  Premier  could  not  say  that 
any  law  upon  the  statute-book  should  alter 
the  practice  which  was  laid  down  by  May.  It 
was  perfectly  clear  that  the  clause  now  sought 
to  be  recommitted  was  designed  to  alter  the 
practice  which  was  followed  in  the  Home- 
country,  and  that  in  consequence  great  injus- 
tice would  arise  to  many  importers  who  had 
depended  upon  the  ordinary  practice  being  fol- 
lowed. He  was  satisfied  that  every  honour- 
able gentleman  who  would  look  into  the  matter 
would  see  that  the  adoption  of  this  clause 
meant  a  gross  wrong  to  a  great  many  people 
who  had  conducted  their  business  in  a  per- 
fectly legitimate  way.  There  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Government  in  this  case  from  fol- 
lowing what  had  always  been  the  practice  in 
England,  as  well  as  in  this  colony  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he  held  in  his 
hand  the  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Canterbury,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which 
placed  a  somewhat  different  complexion  on 
the  question.  He  would  read  the  following 
extracts  from  it : — 

"During  the  period  the  tariff  has  been  in 
suspense,  duties  have  been  collected  in  Christ- 
church  on  an  understanding  with  the  Collector, 
and  in  many  cases  under  a  written  bond,  that 
all  duties  paid  while  the  tariff  was  under  dis- 
cussion should  be  adjusted  at  the  rates  finally 
fixed  on  by  the  House.  For  example,  some 
importers  having  cleared  tea  at  3d.  and  others 
at  5d.  and  6d.  per  pound,  we  submit  that  the 
agreement  entered  into  by  the  Collector  must 
be  given  effect  to,  so  that  all  duty-payers  shall 
be  placed  on  an  equal  footing.  This  is  only 
common  justice." 

.  Now,  the  Government's  own  officer,  acting 
presumably  within  the  scope  of  his  powers,  had 
apparently  entered  into  a  written  undertaking 
that  these  duties  were  to  be  adjusted  whenever 
the  tariff  question  was  settled.  The  action 
the  Government  was  now  taking  was  not  the 
usual  course,  and  was  a  course  which  the  Col- 
lector of  Customs  had  no  reason  to  anticipate 
the  Government  would  find  it  necessary  to  take. 
It  was,  he  believed,  without  precedent  that, 
after  duties  had  been  shifted  about  in  the  way 
these  had  been,  Parliament  should  say  there 
should  be  no  adjustment  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  traders  of  the  country.  The 
parallel  drawn  by  the  Premier  was  not  a  sound 
one.  The  honourable  gentleman  drew  the 
parallel  of  men  endeavouring  to  make  money 
by  anticipation  of  what  might  be  done.  He 
(Mr.  Russell)  had  no  sympathy  with  these 
people,  and  would  not  go  one  step  to  save  them 
the  money  they  had  lost.     Let  them  suppose 


that  certain   merchants  had  received  advice 
that  the  duty  on  tea  would  be  lowered  to  8d., 
and,  applying  an  amount  of  astuteness  that* 
might  be  possible  for  diagnosing  the  position, . 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  duty  would  not 
last.    While  it  was  in   existence  these  men 
cleared  the  whole  of  their  stocks,  and  had  large  • 
stocks  at  3d.,  whilst  others  held  at  4d.  and  5d. ; 
then,  he  held  it  should  be  adjusted  both  ways, 
as  regarded  both  the  lowering  and  the  raising 
of  the  rates. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,   "That, 
clause  15  be  recommitted." 


Ayes,  15. 

Buchanan 

Green 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Button 

Lang 

Tanner. 

Duthie 

Larnaoh 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Allen 

Fraser 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Massey. 

Graham 

Noes,  42. 

Buick 

Mackintosh 

Pinkerton 

Oadman 

Maslin 

Pirani 

Carncross 

McGowan 

Reeves 

Carnell 

MoKeozie,  J. 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  R. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

MoLachlan 

Stevens 

Crowther 

McNab 

Steward 

Duncan 

Meredith 

Thompson,  R. 

Flatman 

Millar 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall.Jone8 

Mills 

Ward 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Willis. 

Hutchison,  W. 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Joyce 

O'Regan 

Hall 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 

Hogg. 

Lawry 

Pairs 

For 

Against. 

McGuire                     Kelly,  J.  W. 

Stout 

Houston 

Te  Ao. 

Pere. 

Majority  against,  27. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Bill  recommitted. 

IN    COMMITTEE. 

Clause  6. — Decision  of  disputes  as  to  ex- 
emption of  shirtings. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — * 

"  The  Governor  in  Council  may  appoint  six  . 
persons  to  form  a  Board,  of  whom  three  shall 
form  a  quorum,  to  assist  and  advise  the  Com- 
missioner in  the  determination  of  disputes 
arising  as  to  the  proper  rate  of  duty  payable, 
and  on  the  classification  of  any  goods ;  and  in 
appointing  suoh  persons  he  shall  select  two 
persons  of  experienoe  in  connection  with  the 
drapery,  hardware,  and  grocery  trades  respec- 
tively. 

"  The  Commissioner  shall  be  Chairman  of 
the  Board,  and  the  decision  of  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  such  Board  present  at  any 
meeting  thereof,  provided  the  Commissioner  be 
one  of  such  majority,  shall  be  final  and  con- 
elusive  with  respect  to  the  matter  on  which 
such  decision  may  be  given,  but  without  pre- 
judice to  the  right  of  any  person  who  may  feel . 
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aggrieved  by  such  decision  to  test  its  correct- 
ness in  the  Supreme  Court  under  any  provi- 
sions of  '  The  Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act, 
1882/  entitling  him  in  that  behalf." 

The  House  had  now  almost  completed  a 
'tariff  which  he  was  afraid  would  open  up  as 
'many  differences  and  disputes  as  arose  under 
the  tariff  of  1888.  It  was  desirable  that  there 
-should  be  uniformity ;  but  for  the  last  seven 
or  eight  years  trade  had  been  harassed  by  the 
various  differences  and  decisions  that  had  been 
given  by  the  Commissioner.  These  decisions 
had  been  given  very  much  in  a  haphazard 
style,  and  no  reliance  could  be  placed  that 
once  a  decision  had  been  given  it  would  be 
■adhered  to.  The  only  way  that  seemed  open 
to  avoid  this  state  of  complication  was  to  get 
this  Board  of  Advice  which  he  proposed.  When 
these  things  were  not  considered  by  people  of 
experience,  but  by  officers  who  did  not  know 
the  conditions  of  the  trade,  the  chances  were 
that  dissatisfaction  and  injustice  would  be  the 
result.  What  was  sought  was  a  means  where- 
by the  importers  would  be  able  to  work  in 
amity  with  the  Customs  Department.  These 
decisions  at  present  must  prove  harassing  to 
the  Commissioner,  whose  official  duties  com- 
pelled him  very  often  to  be  absent  from  Wel- 
lington, and  there  was  a  loss  of  time  in 
communicating  with  him:  decisions  by  this 
Board  would  only  arise  as  an  appeal  from  de- 
partmental decisions,  and  its  creation  would 
•  obviate  the  necessity  of  so  much  telegraphing 
to  the  Commissioner.  In  practice,  if  the  local 
•Collector  of  the  Customs  insisted  on  certain 
payments  which  the  importer  considered  un- 
fair, an  appeal  was  made  to  the  head  of  the 
■Customs  Department,  and  it  was  only  when 
dissatisfaction  was  felt  with  his  decision  that 
an  appeal  would  take  place  to  this  tribunal. 
The  whole  thing  would  then  be  dealt  with 
acceptably,  and  he  thought  the  Board  would 
greatly  assist  the  Department  of  Customs,  and 
restore  harmony  where  much  suspicion  and 
jealousy  existed.  Therefore  the  proposal  ought 
to  commend  itself  to  the  Commisssioner. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  member 
had  mentioned  the  number  of  Commisioner's 
decisions,  and  on  that  had  based  his  argument 
in  support  of  the  proposal  embodied  in  his 
resolution.  He  thought  it  was  only  right  to 
inform  the  Committee  that  in  1888,  after  the 
passing  of  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  the  late 
-Commissioner,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  gave  a 
number  of  decisions,  and  put  them  on  record 
specially,  under  the  ruling  known  as  No.  305, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  re- 
garding his  tariff.  He  called  expert  witnesses 
in  to  enable  him  to  give  decisions  which  would 
obviate  misunderstandings  in  the  working  of 
the  department.  A  great  number  of  that  Com- 
missioner's decisions  were  in  the  nature  of  con- 
cessions. They  were  put  on  record  specially 
for  the  information  of  those  doing  business 
with  the  department,  and  were  not  to  be 
aocepted  as  indicating  a  battle  between  the 
department  and  the  importers.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  said  the  establishment  of 
the  Board  would  obviate  the  telegraphing  of 
Mr.  Duthie 


decisions  to  the  Commissioner  when  he  was 
away  from  Wellington.  Fortunately,  since  he 
had  had  the  conduct  of  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment, there  had  not  been  one  decision  which 
he  had  given  that  had  been  reversed  by  a  Court 
of  law.  He  was  the  only  Commissioner  who 
could  say  that.  He  mentioned  this  merely  to 
dissipate  the  impression  which  the  honourable 
member's  remark  was  calculated  to  create, 
although  perhaps  he  did  not  make  it  with  that 
intention — namely,  that  this  department  was 
not  receiving  the  attention  it  ought  to  have. 
Now,  he  would  state  the  practical  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
proposal.  He  suggested  that  a  Board  should 
be  set  up  in  Wellington  for  the  decision  of 
appeals  throughout  the  country.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  a  number  of  Wellington  merchants 
had  interviewed  him  that  day  upon  the  point, 
and  had  placed  their  views  very  fully  and  fairly 
before  him.  He  recognised  from  their  point  of 
view  the  weight  of  many  of  the  arguments  and 
reasons  which  they  assigned  for  the  change. 
Supposing  a  difference  of  opinion  existed  be- 
tween the  department  in  Auckland  and  some 
importing  firms  there  :  under  this  proposal  the 
questions  were  to  be  remitted  to  Wellington, 
and  they  were  to  wait  for  the  advisory  Board 
to  sit  on  the  matter  to  affirm  the  decision 
already  given,  or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  be. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  these  differences  of  opinion 
which  arose  in  the  ordinary  course  of  busi- 
ness were  sent  to  the  head  of  the  department, 
and  were  immediately  referred  by  him  to  the 
Commissioner,  and  in  that  way  business  was 
expedited.  There  were,  and  would  be,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony,  in  the  carrying  on 
of  a  great  department  like  the  Customs,  ano- 
malies from  time  to  time.  They  must  expect 
to  have  differences  of  opinion,  seeing  that  the 
officers  in  the  various  places  were  called  upon 
from  time  to  time  to  decide  on  matters  that 
oame  up  without  knowing  what  other  officers 
were  doing ;  and  if  they  had  a  Board  set  up 
giving  rulings  the  department  would  not  be 
on  all -fours  with  officers  elsewhere.  The 
Commissioner  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  ex- 
pert advice  to  enable  him  fairly  to  regulate 
differences  of  opinion  between  those  work- 
ing the  department  and  outside  importers. 
He  thought  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  erect 
the  Board  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
proposed.  If  they  did  that  with  the  Customs, 
then  other  departments,  in  carrying  on  their 
business,  should  have  between  the  officers  at 
their  head  and  the  public  a  reference  Board  or 
buffer.  As  a  result  of  that  they  would  find 
the  disposition  would  be  to  throw  certain  re- 
sponsibility upon  that  Board  which  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  day  ought  properly  to  accept.  At 
present  every  person  doing  business  with  the 
Customs  Department  had  a  right  of  appeal 
from  the  Commissioner's  decision  to  the  Court, 
and,  if  the  Commissioner's  decision  was  wrong, 
undeniably  it  would  be  reversed.  He  thought 
things  were  better  left  as  they  were.  Another 
reason  why  it  was  not  desirablo  to  make  the 
change  was  that  very  likely  they  would  have 
the   Board  constituted    of    people  who   were 
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actively  engaged  in  trade  and  commerce  them- 
selves, and,  however  anxious  they  might  he  to 
give  advice  to  the  department  impartially  and 
in  accordance  with  what  they  deemed  to  be 
right,  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  people  in 
•different  parts  of  the  country  outside  Welling- 
ton— and  perhaps  rivals  in  trade  of  those  on 
the  Board — would  not  care  to  have  an  honorary 
advisory  Board  of  that  kind  legislating  in  re- 
gard to  things  in  which  they  were  concerned 
themselves.  If  differences  of  opinion  arose  be- 
tween the  Board  and  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment and  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  it  would 
•create  a  wrong  impression  in  the  minds  of 
those  carrying  on  business  in  this  country; 
and  he  thought,  himself,  to  sum  up  the  whole 
position,  it  was  better  to  suffer  the  ills  they 
knew  of  than  to  bring  fresh  ones  upon  them. 
He  regretted  he  could  not  accept  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  resolution,  p„nd  he  said  this 
after  giving  it  full  consideration,  and  after  con- 
sultation with  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  repeated  there  was  not  that 
expedition  or  satisfaction  in  these  matters 
which  the  honourable  member  had  explained. 
It  was  not,  either,  when  the  Commissioner  was 
justified  that  an  appeal  would  be  made  to  the 
Board.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  said 
there  had  been  no  appeal  from  him  to  the 
•Court.  That  was  to  be  explained  by  the  fact 
that  the  necessity  for  an  appeal  usually  oc- 
curred just  after  a  tariff  had  been  passed.  But 
he  would  remind  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  in  this  city  there  were  recently  several 
soft- goods  oases  in  which  proceedings  were 
stayed  by  the  payment  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  expenses,  and  on  yielding  the 
points  in  dispute.    That  was  near  enough  to  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  sometimes  an  article 
was  in  Chris tchurch  and  Dunedin  held  to  be 
•dutiable,  and  held  in  Auckland  and  Welling- 
ton to  be  not  dutiable,  and  oonsequently  they 
sometimes  had  to  pay  duties  in  one  place  when 
in  another  place  they  would  not  be  required  to 
do  so.  This  could  be  altered  by  providing  that 
when  a  decision  was  made  in  one  port  it  should 
he  telegraphed  to  the  others. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  mention  an  in- 
stance of  the  advantage  that  would  arise  from 
the  appointment  of  such  a  Board  as  was  moved 
for  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie).  It  was  a  case  in  which  he 
was  concerned,  and  which  came  before  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs.  Within  the  last 
year  or  two  a  factory  was  started  in  Wellington 
for  the  manufacture  of  animal  fat  into  mar- 
garine, and  it  was  found  that  an  entirely  suit- 
able kind  of  timber  for  casks  was  not  obtainable 
in  New  Zealand.  The  company  endeavoured 
to  get  over  the  difficulty  by  purchasing  outside 
of  New  Zealand  casks  that  nad  been  used  for 
other  purposes,  then  knocking  them  to  pieces 
and  importing  them  as  staves,  and  then  having 
them  dressed  by  a  cooper  in  Wellington  and  re- 
instated as  casks.  But  the  department  would 
not  allow  them  to  come  in  as  staves  in  the 
rough ;  and  oonsequently  duty  had  to  be  paid. 
The  ostensible  object  of  admitting  staves  in  the 
rough  free  was  to  encourage  the  manufacture 


of  casks  here ;  but  it  was  found  in  actual  prac- 
tice there  was  more  labour  required  to  refit  the 
staves  of  casks  already  used  than  was  required 
for  staves  in  the  rough  that  had  never  been 
used  at  all.  And  yet  this  company  found  it 
impossible  to  import  these  staves  whioh  were 
practically  in  the  rough  without  paying  duty, 
and  so  the  company  would  possibly  have  to  use 
inferior  timber,  to  the  damage  of  this  new  in- 
dustry. Now,  if  there  had  been  a  Board  of 
business-men  to  assist  the  Commissioner  he  was 
sure  that  they  would  have  come  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent conclusion,  and  that  these  staves  would 
have  been  admitted  free.  He  could  mention 
several  other  caseu  of  a  similar  character,  where 
obviously  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
trade  of  the  colony  that  business  knowledge 
could  be  brought  to  bear  in  a  manner  whioh 
could  not  be  expected  from  Customs  officers, 
no  matter  how  able  or  anxious  they  were  to  do 
their  best. 

The    Committee    divided   on    the   question 
44  That  the  new  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  13. 

Bell 

Green 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buchanan 

Heke 

Buick 

Lang 

Tellers. 

Button 

Massey 

Allen 

Fraser 

Newman 
Noes,  43. 

Duthie. 

Cadman 

Larnach 

Pinkerton 

Carnoross 

Mackintosh 

Reeves 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Collins 

MoGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  B. 

Stevens 

Earnshaw 

McLaohlan 

Steward 

Flatman 

MoNab 

Thompson,  R. 

Graham 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Hall 

Millar 

Ward 

Hall-Jones 

Mills 

Willis. 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W 

O'Kegan 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Kelly,  W. 

Parata 
Pairs. 

Tanner. 

Foi 

Against. 

Mackenzie,  T.             Carroll 

McGuire                      Kelly,  J.  W. 

Stout 

Houston 

Te  Ao 

Pere 

Wilson. 


Pirani. 


Majority  against,  30. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WABD  moved  to  insert  in  Schedule  A, 
"  Neither  steam-engines  nor  portions  of  steam- 
engines,  nor  steam-boilers,  land  or  marine,  are 
included  in  the  expression  *  Machinery  or  ma- 
chines,1 either  in  this  schedule  or  Schedule  B." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
heel-plates  and  toe-stiffeners  and  -plates  to  22} 
per  cent. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  add,  at  the  end  of 
Class  XII.,   the    5- per- cent,    machinery    pro- 
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in  accordance  with  the  resolution 
arrived  at  the  previous  evening. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"four"  in  the  line  relating  to  portable  engines, 
so  as  to  make  it  read  "  portable  engines  on 
wheels,"  &c. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"  all "  before  *•  machinery  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LARNACH  moved,  That  "  Machinery  of 
every  description  for  mining  purposes,  includ- 
ing machine  pumps,"  be  struck  out,  so  as  to 
exempt  it  from  duty  entirely. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  agreed  the  pre- 
vious evening  to  place  a  duty  of  5  per  cent, 
on  all  machinery.  He  was  a  miners'  repre- 
sentative, and  would  like  to  see  the  industry 
get  this  advantage ;  but,  as  they  had  decided 
for  revenue  purposes  that  machinery  for  all 
other  industries  was  to  pay  5  per  cent.,  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  exempt  mining  machinery. 
It  was  on  his  own  motion  that  in  1888  it  had 
been  carried  that  machinery  for  dredging  pur- 
poses should  be  exempted.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, they  could  not  do  better  than  pass  the 
item  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  LARNACH  had  understood  that  when 
the  Bill  was  recommitted  an  opportunity  would 
be  given  to  test  the  question.  He  did  not 
agree  with  the  tax  being  placed  on  this  class  of 
machinery,  and  therefore  should  take  a  vote  on 
the  amendment. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
11  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  resolution." 

ATS8,  32. 


Cadman 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Cam  ell 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

Meredith 

Stevens 

Crowther 

Millar 

Steward 

Flatman 

Mills 

Tanner 

Hall 

JParata 

Thompson,  R 

Harris 

Pinkerton 

Thompson,  T. 

Hutchison,  W 

.  Pirani 

Ward. 

Kelly,  W. 

Beeves 

Tellers, 

Lawry 

Russell,  G.  W 

.  Hogg 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 
Noes,  27. 

Morrison. 

Allen 

Green 

MoNab 

Bell 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 

Buchanan 

Heke 

Newman 

Buick 

Lang 

O'Regan 

Button 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Russell,  W.  R 

Oarnoross 

Maslin 

Wilson. 

Duncan 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  R. 

Fraser 

Earnshaw 

MoLachlan 

Larnaoh. 

Graham 

Majority  for,  6. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 
The  Committee    divided    on    the  question, 
"That  the  resolution   aa  amended  be  agreed 
to." 

Mr.  Ward 


Cadman 

Carncros8 

Carnell 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Hall 

Harris 


Aybs,  86. 
Mackintosh 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
MoKenzie,  R. 
MoLachlan 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 
Parata 


M. 
J. 


Hutchison,  W.  Pinkerton 


Joyce 
Kelly,  W. 
Lawry 

Bell 

Buchanan 

Buick 

Duthie 

Earnshaw 

Fraser 

Graham 

Green 

Hall-Jones 


Pirani 
Reeves 

Noes,  24. 
Heke 
Lang 
Larnach 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McNab 
Montgomery 


Russell,  G.  W. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E. 
Smith,  G. 
Stevens 
Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T„ 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Hogg 
Morrison. 


Newman 
O'Regan 
Russell,  W.  R. 
Steward 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Allen 
Button. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Carroll  Mitchelson 

Houston  Stout 

Kelly,  J.  W.  McGuire. 

Majority  for,  12. 

Resolution  as  amended  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  strike  out  "  mutton* 
birds  "  from  the  free-list. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment to  give  effect  to  what  was  carried  in  Com- 
mittee. At  the  same  time  he  did  not  like  doing 
so,  because  he  found  from  representations  made 
to  him  that  day  that  a  very  important  industry 
in  the  country  was  going  to  be  seriously  inter- 
fered with.  However,  it  was  his  business  to 
propose  the  resolution.  He  begged  to  move. 
That  "copybooks  and  drawing-books"  be  in- 
serted in  the  free-list.  Perhaps  the  honourable 
member  who  moved  the  resolution  originally 
had  better  do  that. 

Mr.  ALLEN  begged  to  move  the  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  REEVES  was  very  sorry  indeed  thai 
this  duty  had  been  taken  off,  and,  if  the  Com- 
mittee persisted  in  it,  he  thought  they  would 
be  doing  wrong  and  making  a  mistake.  He 
thought  the  duty  ought  to  be  put  back ;  and  his 
reason  was  this:  that  the  oopybooks  turned 
out  by  the  firm  of  Whitcombe  and  Tombs  in 
the  colony  were  exceedingly  good.  They  were 
quite  up  to  the  English  standard. 

Hon.  Mkmbebs. — No. 

Mr.  REEVES  said,  Yes,  quite ;  and  that  waa 
the  opinion  given  by  experts  who  were  infi- 
nitely better  able  to  give  an  opinion  on  this 
matter  than  the  honourable  gentlemen  behind 
him  who  were  calling  out  "  Oh  1 "  and  "  No." 
He  thought  honourable  members  would  admit 
that  in  putting  in  a  word  for  this  industry,  and 
for  those  who  carried  it  on,  he  was,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  not  actuated  by  political  motives. 
He  supposed  that  there  was  not  a  firm  in  the) 
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colony  which  was  more  strongly  opposed  to 
those  who  supported  him  than  the  firm  of 
Whitcomhe  and  Tombs,  or  more  unpopular 
amongst  them.  However,  as  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation it  had  been  his  business  to  have  these 
copybooks  examined  and  reported  upon,  and 
to  have  their  merits  estimated,  and  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  the  opinion  of  people  best 
qualified  to  judge  in  the  colony  was  that  in 
every  respect  these  copybooks  were  well  up  to 
the  English  standard.  If  the  Committee  per- 
sisted in  taking  this  duty  off,  this  industry 
would  be  knocked  on  the  head,  as  they  would 
no  longer  be  able  to  turn  out  an  article  to  com- 
pete with  the  English  firms.  He  only  placed 
the  facts  before  the  Committee,  and  it  was 
now  for  the  Committee  to  do  what  was  right. 
He  thought  it  was  a  pity  to  ruin  this  industry, 
and  to  prevent  a  looal  artiole  from  being  turned 
out  .which  happened  to  be  a  first-class  article. 

Mr.  WILLIS  had  already  spoken  about  these 
copybooks.  The  production  of  these  books  cost 
a  very  large  amount  of  labour  and  money,  much 
more  than  honourable  members  had  any  idea 
of.  Why  should  not  a  duty  be  placed  upon 
copybooks,  which  were  produced  in  Christ- 
church  and  Dunedin,  when  a  duty  was  placed 
on  pens  and  blotting-paper  and  other  materials 
which  could  not  be  made  in  the  colony  ?  This 
duty  would  be  the  means  of  a  class  of  books 
being  produced  suitable  to  the  schools  of  the 
oolony,  because  they  were  improved  from  time 
to  time  on  the  lines  of  the  different  articles 
produced  at  Home,  and  could  be  more  easily 
borne  than  the  increased  duty  on  children's 
boots. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  considered  it  was  of  very 
much  more  importance  to  legislate  in  the  in- 
terests of  those  in  the  colony  who  had  large 
families  than  in  the  interests  of  one  or  two 
firms,  such  as  Whitoombe  and  Tombs.  He 
thought  one  of  the  best  things  the  Committee 
could  do  was  to  make  these  books  duty-free. 
He  understood  that  this  industry  was  com- 
menced before  protection  was  put  on,  and  he 
did  not  see  how  protection  could  be  effective 
now. 

Mr.  HOGG  thought,  if  there  was  one  thing 
more  than  another  that  tended  to  bring  legis- 
lation into  contempt,  it  was  that  a  full  House 
should  on  one  evening  express  an  opinion  in 
the  direction  of  admitting  a  certain  article  free, 
and  then,  on  the  very  next  evening,  that  a 
Minister  should  oome  down  and  endeavonr  to 
compel  members  to  reverse  the  decision  arrived 
at  before.  They  found  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion standing  up  there  as  a  special  pleader  for 
a  firm  of  manufacturers  which  was  well  known 
to  be  a  sweating  firm.  As  to  the  quality  of 
their  stationery,  he  could  say  from  experience, 
as  he  bad  been  a  member  of  different  School 
Committees  for  a  number  of  years,  that  the 
copybooks  generally  were  made  of  inferior 
paper,  and  the  printing  was  inferior.  They 
would  not  bear  comparison  with  the  Home 
artiole,  and  it  would  be  a  cruel  injustice  to 
parents  and  children  to  call  upon  them  to  pay 
this  duty  or  to  use  the  manufactured  article  of 
one  firm. 

VOL.  XC.-34. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  members  who 
were  opposed  to  taxation  on  machinery  had 
loyally  accepted  their  defeat,  and  yet  they 
found  a  Minister,  without  any  warning  what- 
ever, coming  down  and  asking  them  to  support 
the  attempt  made  to  reverse  the  decision  of 
the  previous  night.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
stick  to  its  first  decision. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  denied  that  the  firm 
of  Whitcombe  and  Tombs  was  a  sweating  firm. 
Although  that  firm  were  rivals  to  his  firm,  he 
must  say  that  it  was  improper  and  unjust,  see- 
ing the  position  Messrs.  Whitcombe  and  Tombs 
occupied  as  fair  people  who  were  not  sweaters, 
that  such  a  statement  should  be  made  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  COLLINS  thought  the  attack  on  the 
Minister  of  Education  and  upon  a  particular 
Chri8tchurch  firm  was  entirely  undeserved. 
The  greater  bulk  of  the  copybooks  coming  into 
the  colony  from  Home  were  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  artiole  turned  out  by  Whitcombe  and 
Tombs.  They  were  great  employers  of  labour, 
and  exercised  great  care  that  the  headlines  of 
the  copybooks  should  have  a  New  Zealand 
bearing,  and  altogether  they  turned  out  splen- 
did work.  No  better  books  were  used  in  the 
colony  at  tho  present  time. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  thought  the  Minister  of 
Education  should  loyally  accept  the  decision  of 
the  House.  He  himself  had  voted  the  other 
night  in  favour  of  a  remission  of  duty  on  all 
machinery,  and  it  was  carried  against  him; 
and,  when  the  division  was  taken  on  the  same 
question  to  remit  the  duty,  he  stood  by  the 
Government,  as  he  thought  it  wrong  to  defeat 
by  a  side-issue  a  decision  previously  arrived 
at  by  the  House.  Other  honourable  mem- 
bers were  in  the  same  position.  There  were 
about  127,800  children  attending  the  State 
schools,  and  he  was  surprised  at  the  Minister 
of  Education  standing  up  in  defence  of  one 
institution  in  Christchurch  against  the  interests 
of  these  children  and  of  the  public  generally. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  sample  of  the  oopy- 
books  turned  out  by  this  firm,  and  any  one  could 
see  that  it  was  not  to  be  compared  with  Yere 
Foster's  copybooks,  although  he  would  admit 
it  was  a  good  article.  Yere  Foster's  copy- 
books were  considered  by  teachers  and  experts 
generally  throughout  the  colony  to  teach  com- 
mercial handwriting  to  perfection,  while  Whit- 
oombe and  Tombs's  copybooks  had  not  taken 
amongst  the  teachers  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that,  although 
he  was  in  favour  of  copybooks  being  placed  on 
the  free-list,  he  must  say  he  had  heard  nothing 
to  justify  the  uncharitable  attack  made  upon 
the  Minister  of  Education.  The  Minister  was 
simply  a  consistent  Protectionist,  and  believed 
that  under  protection  very  good  articles  could 
be  produced.  He  had  voted  against  the  duty, 
but  must  admit  that  the  books  turned  out  in 
the  colony  were  good.  He  asserted  that  the 
statements  made  by  the  last  speaker  were  not 
justified  by  any  evidence,  and  the  charge  that 
the  Minister  had  deliberately  obstructed  the 
business  of  the  House  was  contrary  to  fact.  He 
did  not  at  all  agree  with  the  Minister  politi- 
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©ally,  but  he  did  not  like  to  hear  the  unchari- 
table remarks  that  had  emanated  from  his 
followers. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  it  was  all  very  well  to 
protect  Messrs.  Whitcombe  and  Tombs,  but 
some  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
parents  in  the  colony  who  had  large  families, 
and  could  not  well  afford  to  buy  the  books  their 
children  required.  He  considered  Vere  Fos- 
ter's books  were  admittedly  superior,  and  that 
Messrs.  Whitoombe  and  Tombs  could  produce 
their  books  at  a  profit  without  any  duty.  He 
believed  there  was  a  time  when  that  firm  was 
accused  of  sweating,  but  that  it  now  dealt  well 
by  its  workmen.  He  was,  however,  surprised 
that  the  Minister  of  Education  should  have 
made  a  special  plea  for  the  firm. 

*  Mr.  HOGG  said  the  name  of  the  Christohuroh 
firm  had  not  been  introduced  bv  him,  but  by 
the  Minister  of  Education.  He  had  before 
him  copies  of  the  books  issued  by  Vere  Foster 
and  by  Whitcombe  and  Tombs,  and,  while  those 
produced  by  the  New  Zealand 'firm  were  ex- 
ceedingly creditable,  the  others  were  as  good  if 
not  superior;  and,  while  the  imported  books 
were  retailed  at  2d.  each,  the  others  cost  2s.  6d. 
<per  dozen.  ' 

Mr.  McLAGHLAN  thought  it  was  disgraceful 
that  the  inferior  book  should  be  sold  at  nearly 
twice  the  price  of  the  imported  article. 
'    Amendment  that  "  copybooks  and  drawing- 
books  "  be  inserted  in  the  free-list  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
*•  Machinery,  dairying,"  with  the  view  of  insert- 
ing "  Separators  and  coolers  for  dairying  pur- 
poses. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert  the  word 
*'  reapers- and-binders  "  in  Glass  XII. 

Mr.  M A SSEY  suggested  that  the  word  "  com- 
bined "  should  be  inserted  before  the  word 
*'  reapers-and-mowers." 

Mr.  WARD  accepted  the  suggestion. 
■    Word  "combined"  inserted,    and    amend- 
ment agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  to  insert,  after  the  words 
"  steel  plates,"  the  words  "  ploughs  and 
•harrows." 

Agreed  to. 

•  Mr.  McLAGHLAN  moved  to  insert  the  words 
"combined  threshing-and-finishing  machines 
and  fittings."  It  would  add  to  the  price  very 
•materially  if  they  had  to  pay  5  per  cent,  on 
these  threshers.  He  voted  for  striking  out 
■machinery  on  the  disinot  understanding  that 
threshing-machines  would  not  be  in  the  list. 
It  had  been  stated  that  the  farmers  had  got  a 
great  many  remissions  of  duty,  and  fencing- 
wire  had  been  cited  as  an  example.  In  Canter- 
bury nearly  all  the  fencing  was  completed,  and 
•therefore  the  farmers  there  would  not  derive 
much  benefit  from  the  removal  of  the  duty  on 
fencing-wire. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  support  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  as  he  believed  that  all  tools 
ot  labour  should  be  exempt  from  duty. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  •  combined  threshers  '  be  added  to  Sche- 
dule B." 

Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


Ayes,  18. 

Hogg  O'Regan 

Joyce  Parata 

Lang  Pinkerton 

Larnaoh  Pirani 

Lawry  Reeves 

Mackenzie,  T.  Russell,  W.  R. 

Mackintosh  Seddon 

Massey  Stevens 

MoGowan  Steward 

MoGuire  Thompson,  R. 

MoKenzie,  J.  Thompson,  T. 

Meredith  Ward 

Mills  Wilson. 
Montgomery  Tellers. 

Morrison  Buchanan 

Newman  McLachlan. 


Allen 

Bell 

Buiok 

Button 

Gadman 

Garnoross 

Garnell 

Dunoan 

Duthie 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Green 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Heke 

,  Noes,  10. 
Collins  MoKenzie,  R.  Tellers, 

Crowther  Millar  MoNab 

Earnshaw  Smith,  G.  J.      Smith,  E.  H. 

Hutchison,  W.  Tanner. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Carroll  Mitchelson 

Houston  Stout 

Kelly,  J.  W.  McGuire. 

Majority  for,  38. 

"  Combined  threshers  "  ad4ed. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  and  amend- 
ments agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  — I  thought  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  availed  himself 
of  this  opportunity  to  explain  the  Bill  to  the 
House,  because  I  venture  to  say  there  is  no- 
body in  the  House,  not  even  excluding  the 
Treasurer  himself,  who  at  the  present  moment 
knows  accurately  anything  about  the  Bill  at 
all.  Sir,  I  recognise  it  is  of  no  use  opposing  the 
Bill.  No  person  knows  better  than  yourself 
that  the  House  needs  to  go  home  and  think ; 
but  it  is  useless  to  go  home  and  sleep  upon  this 
Bill,  because  the  Government  have  strength 
enough  to  make  us  pass  it  to-morrow,  whether 
we  do  so  or  not  to-night.  There  is  an  old  say- 
ing that  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there 
is  wisdom,  but,  Sir,  I  think  we  may  all  agree 
upon  this:  that  in  a  multitude  of  tariffs  we 
have  only  got  into  a  muddle.  This  tariff  is  in 
fact — what  ?  We  were  led  to  suppose  it  was  to 
be  an  improvement  on  the  tariff  of  1888.  Sir, 
after  all  it  is  only  the  tariff  of  1888  dished  up 
cold,  much  nastier  than  the  tariff  of  1888  was. 
There  is  nothing  that  I  can  see  in  this  tariff 
from  beginning  to  end  to  recommend  it.  We 
have  spent  two  months  since  first  this  tswriff 
was  introduced ;  and  what  is  the  result  of  it 
all?  Is  there  a  member  of  the  House  satis- 
fied with  it?  Is  the  publio  satisfied  with  it? 
From  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  we 
hear  the  country  is  eminently  dissatisfied  with 
it.  Are  the  Protectionists  in  this  House  satis- 
fied with  it  ?  Not  one  of  them.  Are  the  Free- 
traders in  this  House  satisfied  with  it?  No; 
they   are  all  disgusted  with  it.     Are 
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extraordinary  people  called  the  "  fair-traders  " 
satisfied  with  it  ?  No ;  they  object  to  it  also. 
Are  the  Government  satisfied  with  it?  Cer- 
tainly not.  And  is  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  the 
S&rent  of  this  precious  bantling — is  he  satis- 
ed  with  it  ?  Sir,  he  blushes  as  he  looks  at  his 
own  progeny.  He  never  could  have  oonoeived 
such  a  misshapen  abortion  would  have  issued 
from  Committee.  The  only  conclusion  which 
one  can  come  to  on  thinking  over  this  Bill  and 
over  the  debate  which  has  lasted  so  long  is 
•that  protection  is  rampant;  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  this  House  believe  that  by  hampering 
agriculture,  by  taxing  machinery,  by  making 
everything  dear,  they  will  make  everybody 
happy  and  prosperous.  But,  Sir,  just  at  the 
last  moment  I  perceive  that  the  debate  is  not 
•entirely  thrown  away,  for,  when  we  came  to  an 
object-lesson  in  the  matter  of  copybooks,  then 
honourable  members  were  able  to  see  what  the 
-effect  of  protection  really  is,  and,  though,  as 
one  who  has  advocated  free- trade  throughout 
this  debate,  I  have  been  at  great  disadvantage 
•owing  to  the  multitude  of  men  who — I  was  going 
to  say  professed  this  "  fad  "  of  protection — yet 
for  the  moment  it  has  been  brought  home  to 
them  what  protection  really  is,  in  the  shape 

of  an  indifferent  copybook 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — A  superior  copybook. 
Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  Sir,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  about  this :  that  the  persons  who  have 
had  the  copybooks  in  their  hands  say  that  the 
imported  article  at  2d.  is  infinitely  better  than 
the  local  manufacture  at  4d. 

Mr.  REEVES.— The   local  manufacture  is 
sold  at  28.  6d.  a  dozen. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation says  the  wholesale  price  of  the  local 
manufacture  is  2s.  6d.  a  dozen,  while  the  re- 
tail price  of  the  imported  article  is  2d.  Now, 
it  is  a  long  while  since  I  learned  to  write, 
and  it  is  some  time  since  I  learned  to  cipher, 
but  I  can  readily  understand  that  a  book 
which  is  sold  at  a  retail  prioe  of  2d.  is  infi- 
nitely cheaper  than  one  whose  wholesale  price 
is  2s.  6d.  a  dozen.  We  have  all  heard  and 
listened  to  the  argument, "  Can  the  poor  people 
of  this  colony  afford  to  pay  so  much  for  books 
for  their  children  ?  Can  they  afford  to  pay  a 
protective  tax  on  the  books  that  are  required 
for  their  children  who  are  going  to  school  ?  " 
— forgetting  that  these  children,  before  they 
can  go  to  school,  require  boots,  and  yet  22J 
•per  cent,  of  taxation  has  been  put  upon  them. 
They  require  clothes,  and  25  per  cent,  of  taxa- 
tion has  been  put  upon  them  also. 
An  Hon.  Member. — 40  per  cent. 
Captain  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  think  it  is  40 
per  cent.,  because,  as  a  rule,  we  do  not  dress 
children  in  specially-imported  clothes.  And  so 
also  their  hats  are  taxed.  Every  single  thing 
that  these  children  use  is  specially  taxed,  the 
only  exception  Protectionist  members  take 
being  the  copybooks.  As  I  just  run  my  eye 
through  the  tariff  I  am  astonished  to  see  how 
little  consideration  has  been  shown  to  persons 
in  this  country.  From  their  earliest  years, 
even  their  foods  are  taxed.  The  taxation  begins 
•just  when  they  are  babies  and  they  require  to 


be  fed  with  milk.  One  of  the  principal  articles 
of  nutriment  for  babies  in  the  large  towns  is 
Swiss  milk,  and  that  is  specially  singled  out 
for  increased  taxation.  And  then,  as  they  get 
into  the  stage  of  boyhood,  there  again  they  are 
taxed  in  the  shape  of  their  fruit.  One  of  the 
luxuries  of  schoolboys — not  only  for  schoolboys, 
but  essential  for  everybody,  particularly  in  a 
climate  such  as  ours  in  the  North  Island — is 
quantities  of  wholesome  fruit,  and  that,  as  I 
say,  is  specially  singled  out  for  taxation.  Fruit 
in  all  its  kinds  is  subjected  to  taxation.  And 
then,  when  we  wish  to  import  animals  specially 
to  improve  our  breed  of  oattle,  and  so  that 
the  people's  food  may  be  better,  they  also  are 
singled  out  for  taxation.  Then,  when  we  look 
a  little  further,  we  find  that  even  drugs  which 
are  used  in  making  up  the  medicines  pre- 
scribed by  medical  men  are  likewise  singled  out 
for  taxation. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— You  will  find  it  is  so— 
that  there  is  an  increase  of  duty  imposed  upon 
drugs.  And  then,  even  if  it  is  a  luxury  for 
people  to  doctor  themselves,  those  persons  who 
go  in  for  the  luxury  of  using  the  nauseous  medi- 
cines they  prescribe  for  themselves  are  to  be 
charged  40  per  cent,  for  the  privilege  of  using 
patent  medicines  to  put  themselves  right. 
When  he  was  asked  why  these  were  to  be 
taxed  specially,  the  Minister  ventured  to  tell 
us  what  the  constituents  of  those  patent  medi- 
cines were,  and  that,  being  specially  anxious 
to  look  after  the  health  of  the  people,  he 
thinks  it  necessary  to  place  an  import  duty 
of  40  per  cent,  on  those  patent  medicines,  be- 
cause they  are  so  deleterious  and  injurious  to 
the  insides  of  the  people.  Could  anything  be 
more  foolish  than  the  system  upon  which  we 
are  taxed  ?  Then,  as  I  have  pointed  out  before 
now,  there  is  a  special  sumptuary  tax  imposed 
upon  those  persons  who  like  to  import  their 
clothes  from  Home.  I  do  not  intend  to  say 
anything  more  on  that  subject,  because  I  have 
given  my  opinion  on  it  before.  But,  apart  from 
that,  there  is  an  increase  of  duty  on  the  ordi- 
nary clothes  of  the  people.  The  finery  of  our 
wives  also  is  specially  taxed:  that  is  to  say, 
an  increased  tax  is  put  upon  it  as  com- 
pared with  what  was  on  before.  And  so,  too, 
the  hats  and  caps  for  children  are  subjected 
to  further  taxation.  Mind,  this  is  only  done  in 
adjusting  the  tariff.  It  is  not  a  revenue  tax  at 
all.  It  is  a  simplification  and  improvement 
of  the  tariff.  I  think  the  Treasurer  did  wrong 
in  not  explaining  to  us — for  not  one  of  us  has 
mastered  the  whole  of  the  details  of  the  tariff 
— how  all  these  changes  are  going  to  benefit 
anybody.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  no  simplifica- 
tion or  improvement  in  the  tariff  when  you  im- 
pose increased  taxes  on  the  people — when  you 
make  things  one-fourth  dearer  than  they  were 
before.  Whatever  advantage  some  people  may 
gain  in  their  particular  trade  they  lose  again  in 
the  dearer  price  of  the  many  other  things  they 
consume,  and  therefore  this  is  a  tariff  which  is 
benefiting  nobody  at  all.  Every  article  almost 
one  can  purchase,  except  colonial  boots  and 
shoes,  is  taxed.     The  leggings  that  we  need 


Digitized  by  LjOOQLC 


£32 


Customs  and  Excise 


tBOUSE.] 


Duties:  BUI. 


[Sept.  2fc 


to  keep  our  shoes  free  from  dirt,  and  our  legs 
from  being  wet,  are  also  to  be  taxed ;  and,  in 
case  we  should  attempt  to  leave  a  colony  upon 
which  so  many  imposts  are  placed,  the  Govern- 
ment specially  tax  portmanteaux,  so  as  to 
make  our  departure  from  the  colony  especially 
difficult. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— There  is  nothing  on 
carpet-bags. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— We  do  not  want  any 
carpet-bag  politicians,  and  so  I  do  not  attach 
-  any  value  to  that.  There  is  another  thing 
also  which  I  see  is  taxed,  and  that  is  whips. 
The  only  whip  to  be  left  untaxed  probably  is 
the  Government  whip,  and  it  is  so  constantly 
in  use  in  making  a  man  vote  for  his  party 
against  his  conscience  that  I  suppose  it  will  be 
left  untaxed  while  this  Parliament  lasts.  Then, 
when  we  travel  further,  we  find  that  even  our 
amusements  and  sports  are  taxed.  The  cart- 
ridges that  are  used  for  shooting  rabbits  by 
the  poor  agriculturist  to  keep  him  from  being 
starved  out  are  especially  subjected  to  enor- 
mous taxation,  and  so  they  are  for  sportsmen 
also ;  and  if  we  require  to  use  fisjiing- tackle  at 
any  time  we  shall  find  it  also  is  the  subject  of 
further  taxation..  Not  only  that,  but  when  ycu 
come  to  the  higher  and  more  ennobling  parts 
of  our  life, — to  our  art,  our  music,  our  statuary, 
our  painting  even,— when  we  wish  to  do  honour 
to  our  departed  friends,  and  to  perpetuate 
their  memory  by  stained-glass  windows,  these 
also  are  taxed  by  this  Government  which  spe- 
cially looks  after  the  interests  of  the  people, 
and  now  reforms  the  tariff  so  as  to  make 
it  comfortable  and  convenient  for  everybody. 
So,  also,  if  honourable  members  will  look 
through  the  tariff,  they  will  find  that  even 
our  means  of  eduoation  are  specially  taxed. 
There  was  a  desire  even  to  impose  taxation  on 
the  supplements  of  newspapers ;  and,  as  it  is, 
there  is  some  process  known  by  a  technical 
term — which  I  do  not  remember  at  the  moment 
— under  which  it  is  possible  to  produce  supple- 
ments which  shall  give  pleasure,  at  any  rate,  to 
persons  who  perhaps  may  not  have  received  the 
very  highest  education,  but  whose  eduoation  is 
sure  to  be  assisted  if  they  are  induced  to  read 
anything :  and  this  also  is  specially  singled  out 
for  taxation.  Even  the  paper  upon  which  we 
write  our  notes — that  also  is  subject  to  an  in- 
creased duty.  And,  then,  even  the  cards  with 
which  we  announce  with  pleasure  the  birth  of 
our  first  babe,  or  the  marriage  of  our  daughter, 
or  send  around  so  that  the  world  shall  know  of 
the  bereavement  which  has  fallen  on  our  fami- 
lies— they  also  are  made  the  subject  of  in- 
creased taxation.  And  the  only  thing  upon 
which,  apparently,  there  is  to  be  no  increase 
of  taxation,  so  that  our  spirits  may  not  get 
low,  is  colonial  beer.  Colonial  beer  we  are  still 
to  be  allowed  to  console  ourselves  with  for 
all  the  miseries  and  indignities  which  are  im- 
posed upon  us  in  this  precious  tariff.  This 
is  the  last  item  I  shall  venture  to  speak  about, 
because  there  is  no  use  in  debating  a  ques- 
tion which  one  knows  is  thoroughly  dead; 
but  why,  in  the  name  of  common-6ense,  the 
■Government  have  thought  fit  to  impose  taxa- 
Captain  Russell 


tion  upon  every  artiole  which  can  be  called 
a  machine  I  oannot  understand.  How  we  are 
to  compete  in  the  products  of  an  agricultural 
colony  with  other  countries,  while  every  ma- 
chine which  we  use  is  burdened  with  taxation, 
—many  of  them  now  for  the  first  time  with 
special  taxation — I  cannot  possibly  tell.  Mat 
chinery  is  employed  in  every  single  industry 
that  exists,  from  the  manufacture  of  a  child's 
boot  to  the  preparation  of  its  food;  and  yet 
machinery  used  for  every  single  purpose,  for 
everything  in  this  colony  which  it  is  neces- 
sary we  should  have,  and  which  we  should 
be  able  to  produce  cheaply  and  profitably  and 
efficiently  in  order  that  we  may  compete  with 
the  rest  of  the  world, — which  it  is  impossible  to- 
do  unless  we  have  machinery,  and  machinery 
of  a  very  high  class, — is  subjected  to  taxation. 
From  first  to  last  the  Government  have  thought 
only  of  this:  "How  can  we  conciliate  the  few 
manufactures  in  the  towns?"  while  no  single 
thought  is  given  to  the  great  pastoral  interests,, 
the  agricultural  industries  are  neglected,  and, 
beyond  all,  a  thought  for  the  consumer  has 
never  yet  entered  the  mind  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

An  Hon.  Member.— What  about  the  £10,000- 
for  fencing-wire  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— That  is  nothing  at  all 
in  the  alleged  concessions  to  the  farmers.. 
Even  if  there  were,  and  had  we  asked  for  the 
22^  per  cent,  which  has  been  conceded  to  the 
protection  of  another  industry  which  ought 
to  be  left  alone,  there  might  be  some  reason 
urged  for  it ;  but  all  that  we  have  asked  for 
that  industry  without  which  New  Zealand  - 
would  revert  to  desolation  and  be  a  wilderness 
is  to  leave  it  alone — to  let  the  great  producing 
industry  have  a  fair  chance,  or,  to  use  the  - 
phrase  which  I  have  employed  before  in  the 
same  connection,  a  fair  field  and  no  favour. 
That  is  all  we  asked.  Instead  of  that,  almost 
everything  that  can  be  used  and  consumed  by 
the  country  settlers  is  specially  singled  out  for  - 
taxation.  I  lay  it  down  as  my  thorough  belief 
that,  until  the  day  comes  when  we  revise  the 
tariff  in  the  true  spirit  of  enoouraging  national  * 
and  not  artificial  industry,  this  colony  will 
never  progress.  We  are  artificially  building 
up  small  industries  that  are  of  no  practical  use 
to  the  colony  whatsoever.  I  do  not  wish  to  - 
discourage  local  industry.  Far  from  it.  I  am 
quite  willing  that  everything  should  be  im- 
ported free  that  will  help  our  manufactures* 
But  to  say  that  we  can  get  on  very  well  with- 
out labour-saving  machinery  is  to  ask  me  to 
believe  that  which  I  never  will.  From  first  to 
last  the  tariff  is  ill-considered,  ill-digested,  and 
has  been  ill- conducted  through  this  House* 
I  do  not  believe  any  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment understood  it  one  bit.  Instead  of  telling 
the  people  what  was  their  policy,  they  have 
simply  been  endeavouring  to  catch  votes ;  and 
I  believe  the  tariff  they  have  foroed  on  us  will 
do  more  to  injure  them  in  the  colony  than  the 
speeches  of  any  man  in  this  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  we  have  listened  to  a 
most  amusing  speech.  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position this  evening  is  in  his  best  form :  but   . 
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I  will  ask  honourable  members  to  say,  when 
•they  have  had  time  to  reflect,  What  light  has 

•  his  criticism  thrown  on  this  matter?  There 
is  nothing  that  he  has  said  but  what  has 
been  really  in  favour  of  the  Bill  now  before  us. 

"The  honourable  gentleman  never  will  be,  to  his 
politioal  dying-day,  contented  with  any  tariff. 
What    was    the    position  of    the    honourable 

: gentleman  in  1888?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man then,  as  now,  was  in  opposition  to  the 
tariff.    We  find  the  honourable  gentleman  on 

rthat  occasion  turning  round  and  in  unmea- 
sured terms  abusing  his  chief  and  those  he 
worked  with  for  yean,  whom  he  supported 
politically,  and  under  whose  banner  he  came 

tinto  politics  and  entered  politioal  life.  The 
honourable  gentleman's  criticism  this  evening, 
as  compared  with  his  criticism  of  the  tariff  of 

i-1888,  brought  down  by  his  leader,  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson,  is  very  flattering  indeed.    But  the 

•  honourable  gentleman  says  one  thing  but  does 
another.    It  was  only  a  few  months  after  the 

•  occasion  to  which  I  refer,  and  after  condemn- 
ing both  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  and  his  tariff, 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  was  found 
sitting  side  by  side  on  the  Treasury  benches 

•with  the  gentlemen  whom  he  condemned  for 
the  passing  of  that  tariff.  It  is  said,  and,  I 
tbelieve,  truly,  that  receivers  are  as  bad  as 
those  who  take  away  the  articles.  Sir,  for 
years  the  honourable  gentleman  sat  on  these 
•benches  reaping  the  reward  and  accepting  the 
■revenue  under  the  tariff  which  he  had  con- 
demned. To  be  consistent  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  either  have  refused  to  accept 
that  situation,  or  he  ought  to  have  done  what  I 
should  have  given  him  the  greater  credit  for 
doing— insisted  upon  the  Government  of  which 
he  was  a  member  revising  the  tariff  of  1888, 
which  was  a  Protectionist  one  in  nearly  every 
line,  and  bringing  down  a  revised  tariff  and 
rejecting  those  items  which  he  condemned. 
But  he  was  then,  as  he  will  be  on  every  occa- 
sion, prepared  to  take  the  good  things  as  they 
•come.  It  never  troubled  him,  and  it  never 
*vill.  There  was  one  item,  however,  which  I 
was  astonished  the  honourable  gentleman 
•omitted  in  his  speech.  May  I  remind  him  of 
it?  It  is  of  a  somewhat  grave  character.  He 
-forgot  to  tell  the  House  about  coffin-furni- 
ture. Then,  there  was  another  matter  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  told  us :  that  the 
■supplements  which  are  issued  with  our  news- 
papers are  also  taxed.  The  honourable  gentle- 
anan  forgot  for  a  moment  that  they  had  been 
{placed  on  the  free-list.  But  there  is  even  in 
-this  respect  a  difference  of  opinion ;  and  I  for 
one  will  -say  this :  It  would  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  country  that  the 
trash  one  reads  in  many  of  these  supplements 
-should  never  come  to  the  colony  at  all.  We 
have  in  our  centres  in  New  Zealand  supple- 
ments printed  that  are  far  superior  to  the  im- 
ported supplements  to  which  I  refer,  and  we 
have  the  advantage  at  the  same  time  of  giving 
work  to  those  who  do  the  printing  and  labour 
connected  with  these  supplements  which  are 
printed  in  the  colony.  That  in  itself  is  an  ad- 
vantage.   It  is  an  advantage  to  the  honourable 


gentleman  and  to  every  one.  We  should,  as? 
far  as  possible,  in  the  country  in  which  we 
live  and  which  has  given  us  the  great  advan- 
tages we  have,  help  those  who  require  our 
help,  as  we  find  at  present  the  printers  do  in 
New  Zealand.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man told  us  that  in  the  multitude  of  counsel- 
lors, so  far  as  this  tariff  is  concerned,  in  lieu  of 
wisdom,  we  had  muddle.  I  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  that  the  Government — it  may 
be  said  we  are  satisfied  with  small  things — are 
very  well  satisfied  with  the  tariff.  I  never 
expected  honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side 
to  be  satisfied.  They  and  others  have  been 
urging  the  Government  session  after  session 
to  come  down  with  a  tariff.  The  bringing-down 
of  a  tariff  by  any  Government  is  the  oppor- 
tunity of  the  Opposition.  But  they  have  had 
their  opportunity,  and  have  missed  it.  The 
tariff  is  here,  and  it  has  come  to  stay;  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  when  it  is  understood  and 
explained  to  the  country,  and  has  worked  for 
some  time,  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  great  im- 
provement on  the  existing  tariff :  I  feel  satis- 
fied that  industries  will  flourish,  agriculture 
will  prosper,  and  the  commerce  of  the  people 
of  the  country  will  welcome  the  passing  of 
the  tariff.  Has  there  been  one  importer  or 
merchant  —  more  particularly  do  I  refer  to 
those  dealing  in  soft  goods — who  would  not 
say  that  in  regard  to  textile  fabrics  there 
were  so  many  anomalies  in  our  tariff  that  it 
was  impossible  it  could  work  much  longer? 
There  was  an  absolute  necessity  for  a  change 
in  this  respect,  and  in  this  respect  I  say  this 
tariff  will  be  welcomed  by  the  whole  soft-goods 
trade  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Glutha  says,  "No."  He  has  had  the  advan- 
tage of  going  round  the  country,  and  no  doubt 
in  this  way  his  knowledge  has  been  somewhat 
enlarged ;  but  I  ask  the  House  now,  with  all 
the  experience  he  gained  as  a  Tariff  Commis- 
sioner, was  there  a  single  amendment  he  moved 
in  respect  to  soft  goods  that  was  carried? 
With  all  his  experience  before  and  after  he 
came  to  this  House,  and  on  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission, he  could  not  carry  a  single  amend- 
ment, or  make  a  single  improvement.  He 
could  not  carry  or  suggest  a  single  amendment: 
and  majorities  must  rule  ;  and  it  has  not  been 
by  bare  majorities,  but  by  very  large  ones, 
that  the  amendments  in  this  respect  have 
been  carried.  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever 
in  saying  that  only  in  this  respect  it  was  neces- 
sary that  this  tariff  should  become  law.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  told  us  that  the 
Protectionists  were  not  satisfied  with  this 
tariff.  So  far  as  the  Government  are  concerned, 
we  do  not  object  to  that.  If  the  Protectionists 
were  thoroughly  satisfied,  and  we  had  a  tariff 
that  would  please  only  them,  it  would  bring 
about  discontent,  and  prove  injurious  to  the 
Government.  "But  we  find  also,"  said  the 
honourable  gentleman,  "that  the  *  fair-traders ' 
are  not  satisfied,  and  the  Free-traders  are  not 
satisfied."  Sir,  no  words  that  the  honourable: 
gentleman  could  have  used  in  commendation 
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of  the  tariff  could  have  been  stronger.  We  did 
not  bring  in  the  tariff  to  please  the  Protection- 
ists or  to  please  the  Free-traders ;  we  brought 
in  a  tariff  which  we  believe  will  prove  beneficial 
to  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  one  that  is  an 
improvement  on  the  existing  tariff;  and  we 
have  not  gone  to  extremes  in  any  direction. 

An  Hon.  Membbb— What  tariff  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  speaking  of  the  Tariff 
Bill  now  before  the  House. 

An  Hon.  Membib. — That  is  not  your  tariff. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — The  honourable  gentleman 
says  this  is  not  our  tariff ;  at  all  events,  it  is 
not  that  of  the  Opposition.  There  can  only 
be  one  tariff  at  a  time  and  one  Government  at 
a  time.  The  honourable  gentleman  told  us 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  be  ashamed 
— I  think  that  was  his  expression— to  father 
thia  wretched  bantling.  I  feel  satisfied  no 
Colonial  Treasurer  in  New  Zealand  has  ever 
carried  a  tariff  so  successfully  as  my  worthy 
colleague.  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that 
no  tariff  ever  went  through  the  New  Zealand 
Parliament  in  the  way  this  tariff  has  been 
passed.  Lefme  remind  honourable  members 
of  1888.  What  happened  then?  In  passing 
that  tariff,  night  after  night,  day  after  day, 
what  with  caucus  after  caucus,  meetings  of  the 
Opposition,  and  malcontents,  and  discontents, 
the  then  Treasurer  was  almost  fit  to  pass  into 
another  world,  such  was  the  anxiety  caused 
him — not  by  the  Opposition,  for  they  helped 
him,  but  all  the  trouble  was  reoeived  at  the 
bands  of  the  same  honourable  gentlemen  who 
are  worrying  the  present  Government.  Then, 
with  all  the  important  matters  dealt  with  in 
this  tariff,  all  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
refer  to  in  the  way  of  adverse  criticism  was  in 
respeot  of  the  copybooks  made  in  this  country 
as  compared  with  the  imported  ones.  Every 
country  and  every  industry  must  have  a  be- 
ginning, and,  compared  with  other  countries, 
considering  the  difficulties  under  which  its  in- 
dustries have  laboured,  what  we  have  now 
before  us  shows  great  progress,  and  I  believe, 
within  reasonable  bounds,  every  encouragement 
should  be  given ;  and  the  adverse  criticism  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  respect  to  New 
Zealand  copybooks  is  entirely  unmerited.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  not  answered  this 
question:  What  relief  has  been  given  to  the 
people  ?  I  say,  in  regard  to  tea,  I  have  no  doubt 
the  honourable  member  in  his  inmost  thought 
is  opposed  to  that  reduction  ;  he  would  be  op- 
posed to  any  reduction  in  indirect  taxation; 
but  attempt  to  increase  direct  taxation,  and 
you  will  find  out  what  are  the  politics  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  those  with  him. 
But  the  Government,  and  those  who  have  sup- 
ported them,  can  tell  the  country,  on  every  plat- 
form and  hustings,  "  We  are  the  Government 
that  reduced  tea  by  twopenoe  per  pound,  and 
helped  to  bring  about,  at  all  events,  a  free 
breakfast-table  " ;  and  we  shall  claim  credit  for 
it.  What  was  the  fate  of  the  Government,  in 
1885,  that  attempted  to  put  2d.  on  tea  ?  I  will 
not  mention  it.  At  all  events,  the  party  was 
destroyed,  and  ultimately  those  honourable 
gentlemen  now  in  opposition  came  on  to  these 
Mr.  Seddon 


benches.  The  mothers  and  sisters  of  our  coun- 
try will  understand  what  they  have  asked  for 
and  what  they  have  demanded,  and  they  will 
understand  what  has  been  conceded  to  them- 
I  say  that  we  take  every  credit  for  what  we 
have  done;  and  in  saying  that  I  know  what 
will  be  said  at  the  next  general  election — 
namely,  that  the  Government  have  reduced* 
the  indirect  taxation  upon  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and,  knowing  the  great  boon  and  the  great 
concession  that  has  been  granted  to  them  by 
this  Government,  the  people  of  the  colony  will 
show  their  appreciation  accordingly.  Let  us 
remember  what  our  friends  will  say.  What 
will  the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton 
Bay  —  what  will  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  say — what  will  the  honourable- 
member  for  Waitaki  say — when  they  appear 
before  their  constituents?  They  will  say  that 
when  the  opportunity  came  in  the  passing  of 
this  tariff  we  struck  out  the  duty  upon  barbed 
wire  and  upon  ordinary  wire,  thereby  giving  to- 
the  farmers  of  New  Zealand  relief  to  the  extent 
of  £10,000.  There  is  a  concession  given  to  the 
farmers  of  New  Zealand  1 

Mr.  MASSEY.— By  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — No ;  the  reduction  was  pro* 
posed  by  the  Government.  A  drowning  mam 
will  catch  at  a  straw.  I  know  very  well  those 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  will  attempt  to- 
claim  the  credit  for  placing  barbed  wire  upon 
the  free-list ;  but,  if  the  Government  had  not 
brought  down  a  tariff  reducing  the  duty  on 
barbed  wire,  would  the  opportunity  have  been- 
given  to  them  for  placing  barbed  wire  on  the- 
list  of  free  articles?  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, in  his  speech  this  evening,  was,  I 
might  say,  very  childish  indeed.  He  com- 
menced with  baby '8  food  and  finished  up  with 
Swiss  milk.  Let  me  tell  him  this:  that  his. 
remarks  were  a  reflection  upon  the  mothers- 
of  New  Zealand  and  upon  the  farmers  of  New 
Zealand.  They  are  a  reflection  upon  the- 
honourable  gentleman  and  those  engaged  with 
him  in  agricultural  pursuits,  because  —  pre- 
sumedly his  own  family  being  reared — he  says- 
that  their  little  ohildren  are  to  be  brought  up 
on  Swiss  milk.  It  is  said  that  we  are  to  be- 
come a  country  that  sooner  or  later  is  to  put 
Denmark  in  the  shade  with  our  butter  and 
oheese.  Now,  what  will  the  people  in  Europe 
say,  and  what  will  the  people  in  Australia  say,. 
when  they  hear  that  New  Zealand,  which  is 
supposed  to  be  a  big  dairying  country,  has  to 
import  Swiss  milk  to  feed  its  babies  with  ?  I 
think  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  babies  of  our 
colony,  and  of  our  mothers  and  farmers,  that 
we  should  take  away  this  reflection  by  placing 
a  prohibitive  duty  upon  Swiss  milk.  Then,  the 
honourable  member  complained  because  we  put 
40  per  cent,  on  patent  medicines.  Now,  not  long 
ago  the  honourable  gentleman  claimed  to  be 
the  family  physician— he  placed  himself  in  the 
position  of  the  family  physician,  politically, 
of  this  country — and  I  say  that  those  who  are 
in  the  profession  will  commend  the  Govern- 
ment for  stopping  the  people  from  being  gulled 
by  the  advertisements  in  our  papers,  and  from 
swallowing  the  horrible  trash  that  comes  under 
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the  heading  of  "  patent  medicines."    If  I  had 
my  way  I  would  prohibit  their  coming  in  alto* 
gather,  and  I  would  make  it  criminal  for  any 
one  to  import  or  to  swallow  suoh  medicine.    In 
the  case  of  any  person  who  attempts  to  oommit 
suicide  the  law  steps  in,  and  he  has  to  give 
security  for  his  good  behaviour  for  the  future. 
I  simply  say  that  a   man  who  takes  these 
noxious  drugs  and  patent  medicines  commits 
suicide   slowly   by    so    doing.      The   honour- 
able gentleman  complained  bitterly  because 
we  had  put  a  duty  of  40  per  cent,  upon  im- 
ported suits  of  men's  clothes,  and  I  simply 
reply  that,  if  that  is  all  that  can  be  com- 
plained of,  it  is  not  very  maoh.   Suoh  criti- 
cism or  condemnation  will  not  oommend  itself 
to  the  tailors  and  tailoresses  of  New  Zealand. 
I  say  they  have  a  right  to  be  considered  ;  and 
I  go  further  and  say  that  our  tailors  and  cut- 
ters can  make  suits  and  clothes  equal  to  any- 
thing we  can  import  from  the  Mother-country. 
Those  amongst  us  who  are  making  our  living 
in  the  colony  should  support  our  local  trades- 
men and  manufacturers,  and  it  is  the  least 
we  oan  do  to  encourage  those  who  have  a 
right  to  make  a  living  in  our  midst.     Some 
are  not,  like  myself,  satisfied  to  dress  in  a 
humble  way — they  are  superior  persons,  and 
assume  it  in  the  matter  of  dress,  as  in  other 
respects ;  and,  that  being  so,  let  them  pay  for  it. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  another 
complaint  to  make  —  in  regard  to  our  wives' 
clothing.      He  said  the   finery  for  our  wives 
was  to  be  taxed.    Sir,  I  have  always  held  it 
to  be  a  sound  axiom  that  those  who  are  the 
best  able  to  pay,  when  it  comes  to  a  question 
of  taxation,  should  be  made  to  pay,  and  there- 
fore those  who  wish  to  go  to  Paris  for  dresses 
for  their  wives,  or  to  London,  and  who  wish  their 
wives  to  be  dressed  in  finery,  and  superior  to 
others  in  our  colony  who  are  their  social  equals, 
should  be  made  to  pay  for  it.    In  that  respect, 
all  I  say  is  that,  as  regards  our  tailors  and 
dressmakers,  they  are  equal,  if  not  superior,  to 
the  best  artists  in  London.    Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  oomplained  of  the  taxation  on 
whips.     I  again  repeat  there  has  never  been 
a  tariff  passed  since  I  have  been  a  member  of 
the  New  Zealand  Legislature  with  the  same 
large    majorities   or  so   small  an  amount  of 
whipping  as  the  one  we  are  discussing.    Let 
me  tell  those  honourable  members  who  are  in 
favour  of  an  elective  Executive  that  this  has 
been  a  "  go-as-you-please  "  tariff.    It  has  been 
carried  as  a  "  go  -  as  -  you  -  please  "  tariff,  and 
members  have  voted  upon  it  in  accordance  with 
their  consciences.    But  the  only  conscience  the 
Opposition  had  in  the  matter  has  been  to  vote 
for  every  reduction,  in  order  to   cripple    the 
finance  of   the  Government   in    the  first  in- 
stance,  and  also   to  claim  credit  for  having 
voted  for  all  reductions.    I  fondly  hoped  that 
we  should  have  had  fair  support  in  respect  to 
the  tariff,  but  the  division-lists  will  now  tell 
the  tale  as  between  members  on  this  side  of 
the  House  and  members  on  that  side.    In  con- 
nection with  a  tariff  affeoting,  as  that  does, 
our  country  so  vitally,  all  party  feeling  ought 
to  have  been  waived.    I  do  not  blame  those 


honourable  gentlemen  for  embracing  their  op- 
portunity  on  a  vital  question  of  policy,  but 
they  strained  party  lines  to  their. utmost,  and, 
whilst  asking  the  Government  not  to  make  the 
tariff  a  party  question,  yet  on  every  division, 
right  or  wrong,  they  have  voted  against  this  Bill, 
and  no  doubt  they  will  endeavour  to  take  credit 
for  it  at  the  expense  of  the  colony.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  complains  of  our  having 
placed  taxation  on  cartridges,  which  he  said 
were  used  for  rabbit-destruction.  Now,  these 
cartridges  are  used  for  other  purposes  than 
rabbit-destruction,  and  for  one  rabbit  shot  there 
are  a  hundred  which  are  trapped  and  poisoned. 
Again,  I  might  mention  that  we  have  in  our 
midst  at  Auckland  the  Colonial  Ammunition 
Company,  and  we  must  encourage  the  manu- 
facture of  ammunition  within  our  own  borders. 
We  must  do  it  on  national  grounds.  The  time, 
I  hope,  is  far  distant  when  we  shall  have  to 
defend  ourselves  as  against  an  outside  enemy, 
but  we  ought  to  be  in  a  position  to  do  so  if 
necessary.  The  Government,  in  placing  this 
duty  on  cartridges,  have  given  effect  to  a  pro- 
mise made  by  the  Government  of  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  a  member.  The 
promise  was  given  to  the  Colonial  Ammunition 
Company,  and  in  what  we  are  doing  we  are 
assisting  that  company  to  a  small  extent.  We 
have  done  it  on  national  grounds.  And,  as  an 
ex-Minister  of  Defence,  and  as  one  who  I  know 
feels  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  defence  of  our 
colony,  I  should  have  thought  the  honourable 
member  would  have  been  the  last  to  con- 
demn what  we  have  done  in  respect  to  this 
question.  Then,  in  regard  to  Swiss  milk,  the 
honourable  gentleman  also  oomplained  of  our 
having  placed  a  tax  upon  it.  He  also  com- 
plained of  the  duty  that  has  been  placed  on 
imported  stained-glass  windows  for  churches,. 
Well,  these  are  the  sole  grounds  of  his  com- 
plaints in  regard  to  the  passing  of  this  tariff. 
Well,  I  say  that  every  man  and  woman  in 
New  Zealand  will  weigh  it  in  the  balance, 
and  when  they  do  so  they  will  understand  it, 
and  will  find  before  very  long  that  what  has 
been  condemned  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  to  their  advantage,  and  they  will  commend 
the  Government  for  passing  the  measure.  This 
tariff,  when  it  has  been  given  a  fair  trial,  will 
benefit  commerce  and  industries,  and  will 
prove,  even  for  revenue  purposes,  sufficient 
to  meet  all  our  requirements.  Some  honour- 
able members  have  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  know  their  tariff.  Permit  ma 
to  tell  them  that  we  have  known  our  tariff 
from  the  commencement,  and  we  know  it  now 
after  it  has  gone  through  its  perilous  course. 
I  have  now  to  thank  those  who  have  under 
very  trying  circumstances  assisted  the  Govern- 
ment in  placing  this  Bill  on  the  statute-book, 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  will  prove  beneficial 
to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  I  thought  that 
perhaps  we  had  had  enough  of  this  tariff,  but 
the  Premier  rose  and  gave  us  a  very  lengthy 
and  a  very  loud  speech,  and,  although  one 
could  see  quite  clearly  that  his  heart  was  not 
in  what  he  said — he  knew  he  had  bungled — , 
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yet  it  was  evident  to  the  whole  of  us  he  had 
said  this  to  himself:  "We  may  havo  bungled, 
hut  I  must  knock  it  into  those  followers  of 
mine  that  we  are  right."  That  was  evident 
from  the  first  moment  he  rose.  He  said  that 
he  knew  the  tariff  when  it  started,  and  that  he 
knows  the  tariff  now  that  it  is  closed ;  but,  if  it 
is  so,  I  ask  him,  why  did  he  bring  down  no 
less  than  ten  or  twelve  different  tariffs?  We 
have  had,  at  any  rate,  six  distinct  tariffs  and 
six  supplementary  ones,  and  the  Bill  has  been 
committed  and  recommitted ;  and  yet  the 
honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that  he  recog- 
nises the  original  plan,  throughout,  and  knew 
what  it  should  be.  What  did  he  say  when 
bringing  in  the  first  tariff  ?  He  said,  "  We  will 
concede  £6,400  on  kerosene" ;  that  they  would 
concede  a  great  deal  on  rice — £5,000 — and  on 
many  other  items ;  and  yet  there  are  no  such 
concessions  in  the  final  tariff  at  all.  He 
blamed  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  for  his 
Government  having  received  the  results  of 
the  tariff  of  1888,  which,  he  said,  he  assisted 
in  carrying  through.  We  know  the  assistance 
which  he  gave  to  that  tariff!  If  he  assisted  in 
carrying  that  tariff  through,  why  did  he  con- 
demn the  fact  that  2d.  per  pound  was  raised 
upon  tea?  What  did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  his  followers  say  in  connection  with 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  tariff?  The  Treasurer  at 
Win  ton  stated  that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  had  got 
no  less  than  £891,000  more  in  one  year  than  his 
predecessors  on  one  item  alone,  referring  to  the 
tariff.  Who  received  that  £891,000?  Was  it 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  ?  No ;  it  was  the  Minis- 
ters upon  those  benches.  And,  if  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition's  Government  did  receive  any 
advantage  from  that  tariff,  it  did  not  equal 
one-tenth  of  the  amount  received  by  the  present 
Government  from  the  tariff  of  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son. Then,  he  said  he  knew  His  tariff,  and 
he  proceeded  to  say  that  coffin-furniture  wan 
free.  If  he  had  only  looked  at  the  tariff 
he  would  have  seen  that  it  has  to  pay  a  very 
considerable  duty.  He  talked  about  know- 
ing his  tariff.  If  he  knew  it,  why  did  he 
afterwards  introduce  and  then  concede  the 
£20,000  which  he  intended  to  get  from  island 
fruit  ?  If  that  duty  had  been  carried  it  would 
have  paralysed  a  large  and  important  trade 
which  this  colony  is  endeavouring  to  extend. 
His  followers  from  Auckland,  when  they  return 
to  that  district,  will  have  considerable  difficulty 
in  explaining  away  their  support  of  the  action 
Of  the  Government  in  respect  to  that  item 
of  fruit.  Then,  he  said  that  great  improve- 
ments had  been  effected  in  the  tariff.  Why, 
there  is  not  a  Bingle  troublesome  anomaly 
which  existed  in  connection  with  the  soft- 
goods  trade  which  has  been  removed.  The 
greatest  trouble  in  connection  with  soft  goods 
in  the  House  was  in  regard  to  flannelettes; 
and  how  did  the  Government  treat  that  ques- 
tion ?  They  brought  down  first  one  resolution, 
and  then  withdrew  it ;  then  they  brought 
down  another  resolution,  and  the  Treasurer,  in 
speaking  on  that  question,  was  not  conscious 
of  the  other  resolution  which  he  had  intro- 
duced. All  the  trouble  in  connection  with 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


flannelettes  has  been  reintroduced  and'  ac- 
centuated. Then,  in  regard  to  other  classes 
of  soft  goods,  he  has  fixed  a  certain  rate  at 
which  certain  goods  shall  be  charged  10  per 
cent.,  and  a  certain  rate  on  the  same  olaas  at 
which  they  shall  be  20  per  cent.  That  will 
lead  to  the  most  inextricable  difficulties  om 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  department  to 
determine  the  different  classes;  and  the  ex- 
porters from  Home  will  always  endeavour 
to  havo  the  articles  come  in  under  the 
lowest  duty.  The  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
fesses to  have  assisted  the  workers  of  the 
colony  in  making  this  concession  in  the  tarifL 
He  ascribed  it  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith),  but  it 
originally  emanated  from  the  Treasurer  him- 
self. And  what  does  it  mean  to  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  ?  It  means  that  if  they  like  to 
put  their  money  into  rubbish  they  will  get  a 
premium  for  doing  so.  Take  prints:  good 
prints  are  to  have  heavy  duty,  and  rubbish  a 
low  duty ;  quite  reversing  his  boot  policy.  I 
would  ask  him  why  he  did  not  extend  the  same 
principle  with  referenoe  to  these  articles.  The 
Hon.  the  Premier  made  one  of  his  extraordinary 
and  wild  statements  when  he  said  that  not  one 
suggestion  which  had  emanated  from  me  had 
been  carried  into  effect. 

.  Mr.  SEDDON. — No  amendment  in  respect 
to  soft  goods  that  you  moved. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman's  challenge  compels  me  to  appear 
egotistic  in  defending  my  work.  Does  the 
honourable  gentleman  forget  the  two  victories 
which  I  secured  against  his  Government  on 
the  fruit  duty?  Does  he  forget  that  upon 
two  occasions  I  carried  a  motion  that  fruit, 
which  is  so  much  required  by  the  workers  of 
the  colony,  should  not  have  a  penal  tax  fixed 
upon  it  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  referred  to  soft  goods. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— We  will  take  the 
soft  goods.  Does  the  honourable  gentleman 
forget  that,  in  regard  to  soft  goods,  I  forced 
the  Treasurer  to  give  the  workers  of  the  colony 
an  opportunity  of  buying  materials  at  a  price 
within  their  reach  ?  When  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer brought  down  his  duties,  did  he  not  bring 
in  a  resolution  to  tax  cotton  shirtings?  Will 
the  Premier  say  that  cotton  shirtings  were  not 
down  at  10  per  cent,  before  my  motions  were 
tabled — that  all  flannelettes  were  to  be  20  per 
cent.,  and  all  union  shirtings  increased  to  90 
per  cent.  ?  What  is  now  the  case  ?  I  carried 
that  nearly  all  flannelettes  be  free,  and  10  per 
cent,  for  suiting  flannelettes,  and  that  all  union 
and  cotton  shirtings  under  6d.  be  free.  I  tried 
for  all  cotton  shirtings  being  free,  and  all  union 
shirtings  under  7d.,  but  had  to  accept  6d. 

Mr.  WARD. — They  were  free  before  we 
commenced. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Yes,  under  the 
Atkinson  tariff  cotton  shirtings  were  free ; 
but  you  put  a  duty  on  them.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  denies  it  we  have  his  resolu- 
tion here,  which  says,  "  Cotton  shirtings,  10  per 
cent.'1  Sir,  the  Premier  states  that  no  motion 
of  mine  has  been  carried ;  that  I  have  not  in- 
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ifluenoed  the  tariff.  The  following  is  my  notioe 
of  a  month  ago— the  27th  August :  "  Mr.  T. 
Mackenzie,  in  Committee,  to  move,  That  steel 
^engravings,  oil-  and  water- colour  paintings, 
organs  forchuroh  use,  salt,  fencing- wire,  binder- 
4wine,  flax  sheeting,  brown  hollands,  forfars, 
union  and  cotton  shirtings,  maizena,  and  corn- 
flour be  admitted  duty-free."  Then,  when  the 
second  tariff  came  down,  I  moved  the  follow- 
ing :  "  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie  to  move,  That  island 
fruits — namely,  oranges,  guavas,  bananas,  and 
-passion-fruit — be  admitted  duty-free.  That  all 
•union  and  cotton  sbirtingB  be  admitted  duty- 
free. That  forfar,  dowlas,  fuid  flax  sheeting  be 
Admitted  duty-free.  In  Class  V. :  That  40  per 
-cent,  on  patent  medicines  be  struck  out,  and 
-SO  per  cent,  therein  substituted.  In  Class  VII. : 
That  2d.  per  pair  on  all  boots,  shoes,  and  slip- 
pers the  invoice-value  of  which  does  not  ex- 
•ceed  5s.  per  pair  be  struck  out.  ClaBs  X. :  That 
mouldings  in  the  piece,  for  picture-frames,  15 
per  cent.,  be  added  to  the  free-list.  Class  XII. : 
That  Is.  per  cwt.  on  iron  fenoing-wire,  plain 
and  barbed,  be  struck  out.  and  wire  be  added 
to  the  free-list.  Class  XIV. :  That  Is.  6d.  per 
(gallon  on  linseed-oil  be  amended  to  6d.  per 
gallon."  I  also  tabled  other  motions  regard- 
ing harness,  plough-chains,  et  cetera.  What  is 
the  result?  Oranges,  guavas,  bananas,  and 
passion-fruit  are  now  free;  union  and  cotton 
shirtings,  free  under  6d. ;  forfar  and  flax  sheet- 
ing, free  in  part.  The  2s.  on  boots  and  25  per 
•cent. — equal  to  800  per  cent. — is  swept  away, 
and  25  per  cent,  was  substituted  on  my  motion. 
All  fenoing-wire  is  free  ;  binder- twine  is  free  ; 
•oil  has  been  reduced  from  Is.  6d.  to  6d.  per 
gallon;  harness,  parts  of,  and  plough-chains 
•are  free.  Referring  to  fenoing-wire,  where  is  it 
now,  I  ask  ?  After  considerable  trouble  we  put 
that  on  the  free-list.  In  regard  to  that  reso- 
lution the  Government  attempted  to  frustrate 
the  determination  of  the  House.  Slily  and 
surreptitiously  they  endeavoured  to  frustrate 
that  result ;  and  had  it  not  been  that  one  of  the 
•smartest  of  the  new  members  of  this  House — 
•the  member  for  Waitemata — was  on  the  alert, 
his  constituents,  whom  he  so  faithfully  repre- 
sents here,  and  the  agriculturists  in  other 
parts  of  New  Zealand  would  have  had  £10,000 
=a  year  more  extraoted  from  them  as  duty 
on  fenoing-wire.  No  one  can  gainsay  these 
■tilings.  And  yet,  when  we  have  succeeded  in 
extracting  advantages  for  the  agriculturists  of 
the  colony,  what  do  the  Government  do  ?  With 
.an  appearance  of  sinoerity,  but  which  to  us  is 
the  assurance  of  bombast,  they  want  to  claim 
the  credit  which  is  due  to  the  Opposition. 
What  about  binder- twine  ?  The  farmers  oould 
-formerly  get  it  from  Australia  at  a  lower  price 
than  that  at  which  it  can  be  bought  in  this 
-colony.  Now  we  have  seoured  binder -twine 
free.  Then,  there  is  the  forfar  used  by  the 
flour-millers.  I  wished  to  place  it  on  the  free- 
list,  because  I  did  not  see  why  the  millers 
should  get  the  forfar  for  their  sacks  free,  and 
why  the  women  and  children  who  require  this 
for  clothing,  or  for  other  purposes,  should  not 
get  the  same  advantage.  There  are  other 
Articles  here  in  connection  with  which  I  and 


other  members  of  the  House  endeavoured  to 
carry  free -trade,  but  we  were  unsuccessful. 
However,  that  is  not  our  fault.  Then,  I  suppose 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  say  that  oil  is 
not  soft  goods— because  it  will  be  within  the 
recollection  of  honourable  gentlemen  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  wanted  to  get  Is.  6d.  per 
gallon  placed  on  linseed-oil.  On  the  floor  of 
this  House  I  moved,  and  successfully  carried, 
that  6d.  per  gallon  only  should  be  levied  upon  it. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  he  had 
conceded  taxation  to  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  went  on  to  talk  about  tea.  He  said 
he  had  conceded  £34,000  on  tea ;  and  it  is  true 
he  has  done  that.  There  was  also  the  £10,000 
on  fencing-wire,  though  he  does  not  deserve 
the  credit  of  it.  In  this  new  tariff  there  are 
sixteen  different  classes  of  goods  imported  into 
the  colony,  and — will  you  believe  it  I— ere  we 
had  gone  through  six  lines  of  these  classes  we 
had,  according  to  the  Treasurer's  own  estimate, 
added  £45,000  to  the  taxation  as  a  whole ;  so 
that,  after  having  conceded  taxation  on  feno- 
ing-wire and  tea,  the  taxation  came  up  to  the 
same  amount:  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  have  us  believe  that  on  other  items  he 
had  conceded  a  large  amount  of  taxation  to 
the  people.  As  to  tea,  would  it  not  be  far 
better  for  the  people  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  allow  them  to  have  cheap  fruit?  Is 
not  fruit  a  more  wholesome  and  nourishing 
food  than  this  wretched  tea,  which  comes  into 
the  colony  in  such  large  quantities?  Even  if 
the  mothers  and  the  grandmothers  and  the 
daughters  find  that  they  can  get  their  tea  a 
little  oheaper,  what  will  they  think  when  they 
go  along  and  find  that  they  have,  in  order  to 
get  tea  a  little  oheaper,  to  pay  heavier  prices 
on  their  buokets  and  tubs,  and  for  their  boots 
and  drapery?  What  will  they  think  when 
they  find  that  they  will  have  to  pay  more  for 
their  dresses,  and  for  their  brooms  and  brushes, 
for  their  baking-powder,  and  for  all  sorts  of 
things?  Why,  in  some  cases  the  food  used 
has  been  increased  100  per  cent,  above  what 
the  tariff  was  in  1888.  Will  the  Treasurer 
deny  that  he  has  inoreased  some  of  the  articles 
used  in  households  to  the  extent  of  100  per 
cent,  upon  what  the  duty  on  those  was  before  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  will  not  deny  it,  be- 
cause if  he  does  I  have  the  faots  before  me  from 
his  tariff.  And  if  he  has  conceded  2d.  per  pound 
on  tea,  he  has, on  the  other  hand,  increased  the 
duty  on  some  goodB  to  the  extent  of  100  per 
cent.  Referring  to  the  dairy  industry,  we  have 
now,  at  the  very  time  when  our  industrious 
people  can  least  afford  it,  put  a  tax  on  ma- 
chinery to  the  extent  of  20  per  oent.,  and  a  great 
deal  of  that  machinery  is  used  for  dairy  fac- 
tories. Surely,  Sir,  this  is  not  a  time  to  fur- 
ther add  to  the  difficulties  under  which  these 
people  have  to  labour  in  order  that  they  may 
compete  with  others  in  the  markets  of  the 
world.  And  this  is  one  of  the  points  I  wish  to 
impress  upon  the  Government  and  upon  the 
country :  that  all  this  wretched  protection  that 
you  are  insisting  upon  in  the  country  is  really 
to  be  paid  for  by  the  producers.  The  producers 
of  the  colony  have  no  market  here,  oompara- 
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tively  speaking,  for  their  products ;  they  have  to 
sell  their  products  in  the  markets  of  the  world 
and  oompete  against  other  countries  which  are 
perhaps  more  favourably  circumstanced  than 
our  own.  And  yet  this  protection  goes  on. 
Why,  Sir,  talk  about  our  products,  they  are 
taxed  almost  at  every  point,  from  the  calico 
that  is  used  for  encasing  frozen  sheep — — 

Mr.  WARP.— That  is  free. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— What  do  you  call  the 
item  "  tubular  calico  for  freezing  sheep,  10  per 
cent."? 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  not  what  is  used  at 
all.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  will  look  up 
"tubular  woven  cloth"  he  will  find  it  on  the 
free-list. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  satisfied  tubular 
calico  stands  on  the  tariff  at  10  per  cent.  The 
Treasurer  makes  it  clear  that  is  not  what  is 
used  for  encasing  frozen  sheep.  I  am  glad  we 
have  the  woven  oloth  so  used  on  the  free-list. 

Mr.  WARD.— The  tubular  calico  is  used  for 
pillow-slips,  and  that  is  a  different  thing  from 
frozen  sheen. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Tags  that  are  used 
for  marking  frozen  sheep  are  taxed. 

Mr.  WARD. — Thev  are  not  used  now. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  because  the 
meat-freezers  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  20  per 
cent,  you  put  on. 

Mr.  WARD. — It  poisons  the  meat,  and  they 
do  not  use  them. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Now  let  us  come  to 
the  dairy  industry.  The  paper  that  is  used  to 
wrap  up  the  butter  is  charged  5s.  a  hundred- 
weight. 

Mr.  WARD.— It  is  on  the  free-list. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Can  the  honourable 
gentleman  show  it  to  me?  I  see  he  is  con- 
sulting his  Secretary 

Mr.  WARD.— Yes ;  .it  is  on  the  free  list  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  look. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— The  statement  I  have 
here  is  5s.  per  hundredweight.  I  simply  want  to 
get  the  Treasurer's  definite  view  on  these  ques- 
tions, which  will  act  as  a  guide  to  his  officers. 
But  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to  follow  the 
various  alterations,  and  I  say  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill  should  not  have  taken  place  to-night. 
The  measure  has  been  so  much  amended  and  cut 
up  that  it  is  not  recognisable,  and  yet  we  are 
suddenly  called  upon  to  give  our  opinions  upon 
it.  However,  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  Trea- 
surer say  these  articles  are  free.  I  am  glad 
to  think  there  are  two  articles  free — namely, 
tubular  calico  and  butter- paper — and  he  makes 
that  definitely  understood.  But  we  have  not 
got  over  the  question  of  tags.  Although  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  given  these  two  con- 
cessions, what  does  he  do  in  connection  with 
boots?  He  intended  to  impose  in  some  in- 
stances, according  to  his  first  tariff,  no  less 
than  300  per  cent,  on  this  article.  When  his 
second  proposal  was  brought  down  we  found 
the  rate  was  to  be  up  to  82$  per  cent,  on  boots 
and  shoes;  and  does  the  Premier  say  that  I 
did  not  succeed  in  carrying  an  amendment 
against  the  Government  on  this  tariff?  Does 
he  forget  that  I  succeeded  in  carrying  an 
Mr.  T.  Mackeruie 


amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  duty  on 
boots  and  slippers  should  be  reduced  to  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  all  round?  And  upon  that 
occasion  the  Treasurer  gloried  in  the  fact 
that  it  would  be  an  increase  to  his  revenue. 
The  honourable  gentleman  does  increase  his* 
revenue,  for  this  reason :  that  boots  now  will 
come  into  the  colony,  whereas  under  the  pro- 
posed tariff  they  were  prohibited.  But  what  he 
wished  to  impress  upon  the  country  was  the 
belief  that  this  amendment  of  mine  would  in- 
crease the  price  per  pair  of  boots,  and  he  was 
backed  up  in  that  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City.  Then,  we  are  told  silks  and 
furB  are  items  of  luxury,  and  should  be  taxed.. 
That  was  what  he  said  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment ;  but  where  do  we  find  the  increases  ?* 
Workers'  cotton  shirtings  were  put  at  10  per 
cent.  Why,  Sir,  that  10  per  cent,  was  no  con- 
cession to  the  workers,  because  they  had  been 
free  before;  and  he  has  not  placed  a  single- 
farthing  of  increase  upon  silks  and  furs,  which 
he  professed  he  should  increase,  as  luxuries 
the  taxes  on  which  would  fall  on  the  wealthy 
people  of  New  Zealand.  Then,  the  Premier 
twitted  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  by  saying 
that  he  was  opposed  to  any  remission  of  indi- 
rect taxation.  Now,  who  has  been  the  most 
consistent  free-trader  in  the  House  ?  Captain 
Russell,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  It  comes, 
I  think,  with  a  peouliar  graoe  from  the  Pre- 
mier when  he  says  that  he  has  always  been- 
opposed  to  direct  taxation.  Then,  we  have  this- 
question  of  matches.  Here  we  are  going  to 
have  the  people  of  New  Zealand  robbed  — 
robbed  to  the  extent  of  £10,000  a  year  —  for 
what  purpose  ?  To  put  it  into  the  pockets  of 
one  or  two  manufacturers.  And  they  would 
have  been  still  further  robbed,  to  put  it  into- 
the  pockets  of  some  few  tea-mixers,  had  the 
good  sound  common-sense  of  the  House  not 
prevailed  against  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Why 
should  you  go  and  proteot  an  industry  for 
merely  packing  up  things  in  the  colony  ?  Not 
a  pound  of  tea  is  produced  in  New  Zealand ;. 
and  do  the  people  who  mix  teas  here  use  a> 
pound  weight  of  New  Zealand  paper  to  pack 
the  tea  in  ?  No,  they  do  not.  But  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  would  have  the  people  who  use 
tea  oharged  a  higher  rate  for  their  tea,  in  order 
to  employ  a  few  mixers.  If  any  industries  in 
the  colony  are  to  be  supported  they  ought  to- 
be  the  industries  that  use  the  raw  materials 
of  the  colony  ;  but  to  tinker  at  supporting  in- 
dustries like  that  of  tea-packing  and  making 
matches,  when  the  manufacturers  import  4her 
tea,  the  stearine,  the  cotton,  and  everything, 
and  use  no  raw  materials  at  all,  is  absurd. 
And  yet,  in  order  that  people  may  put  together 
things  they  import,  you  are  going  to  rob  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  of  thousands.  I  say 
that,  in  a  country  like  this,  we  should  pass  s 
tariff  for  revenue  purposes ;  and,  if  industries 
succeed  under  the  tariff  imposed  for  revenue 
purposes,  so  long  as  the  revenue  does  not  suffer 
too  muoh,  as  is  the  case  respecting  matches,  I 
say  that  is  wholesome  and  right ;  but  it  is  not 
right  to  support  industries  for  putting  together 
materials  that  are  not  natural  to  the  country* 
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I  consider  the  tariff  proposals,  so  far  as  the  re- 
moval of  anomalies  is  concerned,  would  have 
done  much  better*  had  there  been  fewer  rates. 
Coming  back  to  the  question  of  soft  goods,  you 
have  there  live  different  classes :  a  free  class, 
10  per  cent.,  20  per  cent.,  25  per  cent.,  and  a 
40-per-cent.  class.  Now,  if  you  wished  to  re- 
move anomalies,  two,  or  at  most  three,  olasses 
are  all  those  goods  should  have  been  divided 
into.  Then,  we  have  a  matter  whioh  I  think 
the  Government  were  wrong  in  supporting,  and 
that  is  that  you  will  allow  a  person  who  comes 
to  settle  in  the  colony  only  a  hundred  pounds' 
worth  of  furniture  to  aooompany  him.  Now, 
if  you  want  people  to  settle  in  New  Zealand,— 
and  I  say  you  do  want  moneyed  people  to  settle 
here  in  order  that  they  may  spend  money  and 
employ  the  population  of  the  colony,  —  that 
should  not  have  been  done.  Let  us  suppose 
a  wealthy  merchant  retires  from  business  in 
England,  and  wants  to  select  some  colony  for 
his  home.  You  say  to  him,  You  can  come  to 
this  colony ;  but  if  you  bring  your  household 
gods  with  you,  if  you  have  wealth  of  furniture 
and  pictures,  you  will  have  a  penal  tax  put 
on,  if  you  try  to  bring  those  things  to  this 
country.  What  will  he  do?  He  will  look 
around  for  some  country  where  there  is  not  so 
much  ignoranoe  or  prejudice,  and  he  will  say 
New  South  Wales  is  an  excellent  country,  and 
will  leave  us  to  go  there.  What  we  want  to  do 
is  to  encourage  people  of  that  class  to  come 
here ;  and  the  very  least  we  could  do  on  their 
first  arrival  here  would  be  to  permit  them  to 
bring  all  the  furniture  they  have  had  in  aotual 
use,  no  matter  to  what  extent  that  may  be, 
and  to  settle  with  it  in  this  country ;  because, 
after  that,  you  may  be  assured  they  will  soon 
want  more,  and  will  spend  the  money  they  re- 
ceive from  abroad  in  obtaining  commodities 
that  are  made  here,  and  they  will  add  to  our 
revenue  by  consuming  articles  that  are  im- 
ported into  the  colony.  Sir,  I  think  my  time  is 
pretty  well  up,  and,  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  is  going  to  deal  with  matches, 
I  will  give  him  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to 
do  so.  I  have  struggled  throughout  the  de- 
bate to  endeavour  to  carry  free-trade  as  far  as 
possible.  I  confess  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, in  adopting  a  number  of  the  resolutions 
from  the  Tariff  Commission,  has  done  a  great 
amount  of  good ;  but  by  ignoring  some  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Tariff  Commission  he 
has  landed  himself  in  difficulties  whioh  will 
only  be  evidenced  after  the  working  of  the  tariff 
is  established.  I  believe  that  we  should  sup- 
port and  protect,  at  any  rate,  no  industries 
that  are  not  natural  to  the  country,  and  that 
it  is  a  suicidal  policy  to  protect  industries  the 
raw  materials  for  whioh  are  not  produced  with- 
in the  colonv. 

Major  STEWARD.— Sir,  a  more  extraordi- 
nary speech  than  that  delivered  to  this  House 
by  my  honourable  friend  I  never  had  the  plea- 
sure of  hearing.  I  sat  for  some  months  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission, and  I  must  say  that  he  gave  the  most 
patient-  and  careful  consideration  to  the  work 
which  we  had  to  discharge ;  but  the  results,  so 


far  as  his  opinions  are  concerned,  as  stated  to 
the  House  to-night,  are  an  utter  surprise  to  me. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  talked  about 
the  Tariff  Bill  passing  through  the  House ;  lie 
has  talked  about  what  has  been  done  with  re- 
gard to  the  removal  of  the  duty  on  binder- 
twine,  for  one  thing.  Well,  Sir,  the  whole 
amount  of  binder-  twine  imported  into  the 
oolony  during  the  past  year  was,  I  think,  about 
13c wt.,  and  the  whole  duty  does  not  amount  to 
— well,  it  is  scarcely  worth  calculating  at  all. 
The  honourable  gentleman  talks  about  the 
matter  of  fencing- wire :  indeed,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  exploited  the  matter  of  free 
fencing-wire.  Sir,  I  was  Chairman  of  the 
Tariff  Commission,  and  that  Commission  re- 
solved that  there  ought  to  be  no  duty  on  fenc- 
ing-wire, and  for  this  reason :  We  said  we  have 
passed  the  Advanoes  to  Settlers  Act,  and  other 
measures  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the 
country,  and  one  of  the  conditions  is  that  the 
settlers  shall  be  required  to  fenoe  their  proper- 
ties. We  therefore  thought  they  ought  to  get 
fencing -wire  on  the  cheapest  possible  terms. 
And  the  honourable  gentleman  has  attempted 
to  exploit  this  matter.  I  happened  to  rise,  and 
to  be  seen  first,  and  I  brought  the  question  up.-. 
Now,  last  night,  after  fencing-wire  had,  on  my 
motion,  been  struck  out  from  the  dutiable  list,- 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wait** 
mata  moved  to  put  it  on  the  free-list.  I  in- 
tended to  do  so,  and  to  move  it  under  the 
letter  "  W,"  Wire,  while  he  intended  to  move  it 
under  "  F,"  Fencing,  and  did  so ;  and  when 
he  did  so  I  supported  him.  I  do  not  say  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  in  any  way  to  blame, 
but  that  is  exactly  what  happened.  I  think 
that,  as  a  matter  of  right  and  expediency,  this 
concession  should  be  given  to  the  settler.  Well, 
Sir,  my  honourable  friend  endeavoured  also  to  • 
free  from  taxation  the  salt  that  is  required  for 
agricultural  purposes,  and  for  various  other 
purposes  in  the  country.  There  are  numbers 
of  acres  of  land,  thousands  of  acres,  I  suppose, . 
that  have  been  overcropped,  and  salt  is  required 
as  manure  for  those  lands ;  and  it  is  most  ex- 
pedient that  salt  should  be  free  of  duty.  I 
therefore  supported  that  also.  Now,  with  re- 
gard to  cotton  goods,  my  honourable  friend  will 
remember  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
sittings  of  the  Commission  one  of  the  first- 
things  that  I  stated  when  I  took  the  ohair  was 
that  I  thought  we  should  lay  down  the  rule 
that  luxuries  should  bear  the  heaviest  duties, 
and  articles  required  by  the  people  of  neces- 
sity should  be  free.  Now,  we  cannot  produce 
cotton  goods  in  this  oountry.  We  oannot  grow 
cotton.  We  do  not  produce  cotton  goods.  After 
my  honourable  friend  knew  I  had  stated  that, 
he  himself,  the  very  next  day,  moved  in  the 
Commission  that  cotton  goods  should  be  free, 
knowing  perfectly  well  I  intended  to  do  so. 
Now,  when  the  question  came  before  the  House 
I  moved  that  the  duty  on  cotton  goods  be 
struck  out.  I  moved  also  that  the  duty  on 
fencing-wire  be  struok  out,  and  I  moved  that 
the  duty  on  salt  be  struck  out ;  and  1  followed 
consistently  what  the  Commission  had  recom- 
mended, and  I  oannot  understand  my  honour- 
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able  friend  getting  up  in  his  place  and  making 
the  speech  he  has  done.  Well,  Sir,  I  would 
point  out  this  farther:  that  the  honourable 
-gentleman  signed  the  report  of  the  Commission ; 
though  it  is  quite  true  that  he  signed  a  dissent 
also.  His  name  will  be  found  on  page  10  as  a 
signatory  of  the  report;  his  dissent  will  be 
found  on  page  11,  but  in  that  memorandum  of 

•  dissent  there  is  not  one  single  word  with  regard 
to  the  question  which  I  am  now  bringing  be- 
fore the  House.    He  simply  said, — 

"  Although,  speaking  generally,  the  report  is 

>in  accordance  with  the  evidence  given,  still 
that  evidence,  where  offered  in  favour  of  pro- 
tective duties,  is  inconclusive  and  untrust- 
worthy, for  the  following  reasons :  The  evidence 

:  given  was  ex  parte ;  it  was  never  published  in 

-detail— often  not  at  all — and  thus  the  other 
Side  of  the  question  was  not  heard." 
In  answer  to  that,  I  may  state  that  in  every 

-case,  in  every  city  we  visited,  we  asked  all 
the  agricultural  societies  to  attend  and  to  give 

-evidence,  and  they  did  so. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— No  ;  they  did  not. 

Major  STEWARD.— They  did  so  in  Oamaru  ; 

4hey  did  so  in  Wellington;    they  did    so    in 

Dunedin.     It   is  therefore   of   no  use   trying 

to  discount  the  evidence  in  that  sort  of  way, 

'because,  on  the  honourable  gentleman's  own 
motion,  every  one  of  the  secretaries  of  these 
societies  was  summoned  to  attend.    The  evi- 

-denoe  was  produced,  and  therefore  the  evidence 

-on  the  agricultural  interest  with  regard  to  the 
whole  of  these  items  was  given  before  us.  If, 
in  regard  to  any  item,  they  did  not  choose  to 

.  give  it  to  us,  it  was  their  own  fault.  There  is 
no  use  attempting  to  talk  in  that  way ;  it  will 
not  wash,  because  the  evidence  is  given  here. 

'  The  honourable  member  went  on  to  say, — 
"As  a  result,  the  manufacturers,  and  those 

'having  large  interests  to  serve  by  influencing 
the  Commission,  came   before   it,   whilst  the 
much  larger  class,  of  consumers,  did  not." 
•  Now,  Sir,  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  was  every 

•  opportunity  given  to  any  person  who  wished  to 
-come   before  the  Commission  at  every   place 

whatsoever,  and  we  accepted  any  evidence  they 
Hked  to  tender.     There  was  no  refusal  of  any 

-evidence  of  any  kind.  There  has  been  too  much 
of  this  exploiting  business  altogether.  I  Ray 
distinctly  that  the  evidence  given  before  the 

•Commission,  so  far  as  I  know,  was  given  fairly 
and  honestly  by  all  the  witnesses,  and  I  say 
that  the  report  laid  before  the  House  does  not 
bear  out  the  remarks  of  my  honourable  friend. 
Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  this  question  of  the 
duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  machinery.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha  has  said  something 
about   that.     I   have   steadily   voted,   as   the 

^Government  knows,  against  any  duty  whatso- 
ever upon  machinery — vote  after  vote  both  last 

.night  or  to-night.  I  do  not  think  it  is  expedient 
that  a  duty  should  be  imposed  upon  machinery ; 
I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
there ;  but  it  is  no  fault  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion that  such  a  duty  was  proposed.  We  did 
not  recommend  it,  and  the  Government  has 
done  it  simply  on  its  own  responsibility.     Now 

•  as  regards  the  question  of  the  boot  duty.    That 

Major  Steward 


was  one  of  the  most  intrioate  questions  which 
the  Commission  had  to  deal  with  during  the 
whole  of  its  inquiries.  It  is  undoubtedly  true 
that  in  Auckland,  in  Christchurch,  and  in 
Dunedin  there  are  hundreds  of  men  walking 
about  out  of  employment  now,  and  seeking  for 
employment.  They  came  before  us  in  Christ- 
church  and  in  Dunedin,  and  said  that  if  there 
were  a  larger  amount  of  duty  placed  upon 
boots  and  shoes  they  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  employment.  They  recommended,  as  the 
House  knows  by  the  report  of  the  Commission, 
that  there  should  be  not  only  the  duty  ad 
valorem,  but  also  a  duty  at  per  pair,  or  per 
dozen  pairs.  Well,  Sir,  the  Commission  did 
not  see  its  way  to  recommending  the  House  to 
go  in  for  a  complicated  system  of  duty.  The 
Treasurer  subsequently  came  down  with  a  pro- 
posal for  a  duty  at  per  pair,  in  addition  to  the 
ad  valorem  duty.  I  voted  against  him,  and  I 
should  vote  against  him  to-morrow  upon  the 
same  issue.  But,  Sir,  what  the  Commission 
recommended  was  this:  To  meet  the  difficulty, 
as  they  saw  there  was  not  sufficient  protection 
afforded  to  the  industry,  they  recommended  an 
increase  of  the  duty  from  20  to  25  per  cent. 
The  honourable  gentleman  came  down  and  re- 
commended, first,  a  specific  duty  ad  valorem 
and  also  a  duty  at  per  dozen  pairs.  Well,  he 
was  defeated  upon  that,  and  then  he  had  to 
accept  a  half-way-house  arrangement  of  22$ 
instead  of  25  per  cent.  I  still  think  that  what 
the  Commission  recommended  would  have  been 
a  fair  and  reasonable  solution  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness, and  I  think  it  is  a  pity  we  had  to  come 
down  to  22J.  It  is  the  only  instance  of  22} 
per  cent,  in  the  tariff,  and  it  would  have  been 
better  to  have  stuck  to  25  per  cent,  as  a  fair 
and  reasonable  solution  of  the  problem.  Now 
with  regard  to  this  question  of  forfar,  et  cetera. 
I  know  something  about  forfar,  dowlases,  and 
these  matters.  I  do  think  it  was  a  mistake 
that  a  limitation  should  have  been  imposed 
in  regard  to  certain  lengths ;  I  think  all  these 
articles  should  have  been  absolutely  free  of 
duty.  These  are  things  that  are  used  by  people 
not  only  in  industries,  but  with  regard  to  one  of 
these,  hollands,  it  is  used  for  children's  pina- 
fores by  every  person  in  the  country,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  duty  involved  would  not  have 
exceeded  £2,000.  Well,  Sir,  the  only  thing 
that  brought  me  to  my  feet  was  this :  I  did 
not  intend  to  speak  at  all,  and  should  not 
have  done  so  now  but  for  the  enormous 
amount  of  "  Ego  hoc  feci  "  on  the  part  of  my 
honourable  friend.  It  was  "I  did  this,  and 
I  did  that,  and  I  did  the  other  thing."  He 
said,  "  My  amendment  was  carried ;  my  this 
and  my  that."  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  attempted  to  jump  my  claim. 
He  has  claimed  that  he  has  carried  this  thing, 
that  thing,  and  the  other  thing.  And  what 
has  he  carried  after  all  ?  Nothing.  It  is  not 
fair  that  he  should  pose  before  the  House  and 
the  country  in  the  way  he  has  been  doing. 
He  is  my  personal  friend ;  no  man  respects  him 
more  than  I  do ;  but,  at  the  aame  time,  I  can- 
not help  saying  that  in  his  last  half-hour's 
speech  the  position  he  has  taken  up  is  most 
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extraordinary.  He  has  stated  over  and  over 
again,  "  I  did  this,  I  did  that,  and  I  did  the 
other  thing";  and  I  do  not  think  any  member 
of  the  House  should  take  up  that  position,  be- 
oause  what  is  done  here  is  not  the  work  of  any 
individual  member,  but  the  work  of  the  House 
as  a  whole. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  Premier,  in  address- 
ing the  House,  rang  the  changes  upon  "  our 
tariff."  Sir,  after  listening  to  the  Premier's 
speech,  and  to  that  which  has  just  been  de- 
livered, I  ask,  where  is  "  our  tariff  "  ?  Is  it  the 
tariff  of  the  31st  July  ?  and,  if  not,  which  of  the 
later  editions  is  it  ?  The  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
lost  in  the  multiplicity  of  his  offspring ;  and,  as 
for  the  Premier,  before  he  proceeded  very  far 
with  his  speech  he  found  himself  dealing  with 
ooffins — surely  a  subject  of  evil  omen,  for  if  this 
tariff  is  not  made  the  coffin  of  his  Government 
then  I  am  very  much  mistaken ;  because,  of  all 
the  exhibitions  of  helpless  incompetence  and 
utter  idiooy  in  dealing  with  an  important  ques- 
tion, commend  me  to  the  tariff  history  of  this 
Government  for  the  last  two  months.  The  coun- 
try has  had  nothing  on  which  to  eat  or  sleep  or 
dream  for  the  last  two  months  but  this  extra- 
ordinary tariff ;  and,  as  for  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, I  am  sure  I  do  not  grudge  him  the  sound 
sleep  he  needs  and  I  hope  will  get  to-night. 
Sir,  it  was  to  be  a  go-as-you-please  tariff,  and 
we  had  precedent  after  precedent  quoted  from 
ancient  parliamentary  history  to  show  that  it 
would  not  be  derogatory  to  their  dignity  and 

Erestige  as  a  Government  if  amendments  of  a 
oetilo  character  were  carried.  We  were  there- 
fore invited  to  have  a  pull  at  it  all  round, 
encouraged  by  benevolent  smiles  from  the  Go- 
vernment benches.  But  presently  they  took 
a  stand  on  boots— on  them  they  must  have 
25  per  cent.,  and  the  Premier  looked  about  for 
his  biggest  pair,  but  he  never  got  the  length  of 
lacing  them  up.  Alas  for  his  erstwhile  favourite 
weapon — the  caucus  1 — his  heart  failed  him  ; 
but  by  dint  of  personal  lobbying  he  managed 
to  get  at  his  followers  in  detail,  in  time  for 
Tuesday  morning,  and  secured  an  ignoble  com- 
promise of  22}  per  cent.  The  Premier  was 
perfectly  right  in  telling  us  that  the  previous 
tariffs  were  nothing  as  compared  with  that 
which  we  have  just  completed — a  tariff  whose 
history  has  been  a  spectacle  for  gods  and 
men.  The  Premier  consoled  his  colleague 
by  praising  the  great  ability  he  had  shown 
in  piloting  the  tariff  through ;  but  I  venture 
to  say  this:  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer's 
miserable  mismanagement  of  the  tariff  has 
sounded  his  financial  death-knell  throughout 
the  colony,  and  will  be  remembered  long  after 
his  famous  London  trip  has  been  forgotten. 
The  Premier  told  us  that  the  honourable  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  had  turned  a  political 
somersault  by  joining  Major  Atkinson's  Go- 
vernment after  having  opposed  him  so  bitterly 
on  the  tariff  of  1888.  He  knows  well  that, 
the  tariff  having  been  disposed  of,  the  pre- 
sent leader  of  the  Opposition  was  in  accord 
with  Major  Atkinson  on  every  other  point. 
And  what  right  has  the  Premier  to  criticize? 
Has  he  not  again  and  again,  in  his  addresses 


throughout  the  country  during  last  recess,  toldV 
us  of  the  iniquities  of  the  Stout-Vogel  Govern^ 
ment  which  he  supported  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  appeal  to  honourable 
members,  who  must  have  read  summaries  of 
his  speeches,  if  not  the  actual  text  of  those - 
speeches,  if  he  has  not  again  and  again  con* 
demned  various  acts  of  the  Stout-Vogel  Govern* 
ment,  of  whioh  he  was  such  a  strong  supporter* 
And  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  was 
cordially  working  with  them,  and  in  every 
division  voting  with  them  on  those  very  ques- 
tions. As  I  have  already  said  with  regard- 
to  my  honourable  friend  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  the  question  of  the  tariff  was 
finished  in  that  particular  session;  and,, 
being  in  accord  with  the  late  Sir  Harry  At- 
kinson on  nearly  every  other  public  question*, 
what  more  natural  and  proper  than  that 
he  should,  without  any  hesitation,  join  his- 
Government  when  the  time  came?  There  is 
therefore  nothing  whatever  but  misrepresenta- 
tion in  what  the  Premier  has  said.  What  will 
the  agricultural  supporters  of  the  Premier  say 
as  to  his  action  with  regard  to  fencing- wire  ? ' 
He  opposed  as  strongly  as  he  could  the  remis- 
sion of  the  duty  wrongfully  imposed  on  that 
indispensable  article,  and,  when  defeated, 
tried  to  get  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitaki,  who  has  now  left  the  chamber, 
to  deceive  this  House  by  allowing  it  to 
believe  that  the  duty  bad  been  taken  off 
altogether,  while  at  the  same  time  he  well' 
knew  it  was  to  be  actually  increased  because 
it  necessarily  reverted  to  the  old  duty  under 
the  Act  of  1888.  But,  Sir,  I  think  the  tariff 
has  been  sufficiently  discussed.  I  consider  in 
passing  suoh  a  tariff  as  this  we  have  done  the 
gravest  of  injuries  to  our  most  important 
industries,  and  that  no  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  in  future  years  be  so  much  con- 
demned as  their  unfortunate  fiscal  policy. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  am  sure  the  highest 
compliment  that  has  been  paid  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  parti- 
cular, in  connection  with  this  tariff  has  been-, 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.  The  honourable  gentleman 
attempted  to  give  us  what  might  be  termed  a 
third-reading  speech  on  a  Customs  Duties  Bill. 
But  has  he  touched  the  tariff,  Sir?  In  not  a 
single  item  in  the  whole  of  his  remarks  has  he 
touched  on  the  tariff  at  all.  He  has  simply,  in. 
my  opinion,  in  the  absence  of  any  sound  reasons 
or  argument  to  bring  forward,  laid  himself  out 
for  what  I  may  term  a  few  minutes'  amusement 
in  chaffing  the  Premier  and  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer over  this  tariff.  He  did  not  touch  on. 
any  of  the  items,  as  I  hoped  he  would.  Why 
did  he  not  touch  on  Bait?  Why  did  he  not 
bring  forward  this  great  and  important  mattes 
we  heard  so  much  about  in  Committee  as  re- 
gards the  hardship  the  farmers  would  suffer  by 
the  imposition  of  10s.  per  ton  of  duty  on  salt? 
Was  the  honourable  gentleman  not  one  of 
those  who  told  the  House  it  was  necessary 
to  remove  that  tax  ?  Now,  what  are  the  argu- 
ments in  connection  with  this  coarse  salt  that- 
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so  much  capital  was  attempted  to  be  made  of? 
The  whole  amount  imported  last  year  into  the 
colony  was  2,500  tons.  Did  the  farmers  use 
the  whole  of  this  salt?  No,  the  farmers  did 
not  use  one-third  of  it ;  it  was  used  by  all  the 
tanners  in  the  colony,  the  ham-curers,  the 
butchers,  and  others  who  require  to  use  salt 
in  connection  with  their  business.  And  yet 
some  honourable  members  would  try  to  make 
^his  House  believe  that  the  whole  of  this  salt  is 
being  used  by  farmers ;  and  those  who  were  pre- 
pared to  support  this  small  duty  were  taunted 
with  the  statement  that  they  were  trying  to 
carry  out  protection,  and  they  attempted  to 
raise  the  cry  of  town  versus  country.  Let  us 
just  examine  another  phase  of  this  very  im- 
portant tariff  question,  out  of  which  so  much 
-capital  has  been  attempted  to  be  made.  I  refer 
particularly  now  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Olutha.  That  honourable  gentleman  was  very 
free  with  his  remarks  in  connection  with  the 
match  industry  in  this  colony :  he  stated  that 
the  community  was  going  to  be  robbed  to  the 
extent  of  £10,000— that  £10,000  was  going  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  pookets  of  the  community 
and  placed  in  the  pockets  of  two  manufac- 
turers. Just  £6,000  lesa  than  his  leader,  Gap- 
tain  Russell,  said.  How  these  critics  differ! 
That  is  very  strong  language;  but  can  it  be 
justified  by  facts?  It  is  like  a  large  number  of 
the  other  statements  made  by  these  so-called 
Free-traders,  but,  if  I  may  use  a  term  that 
would  be  more  strictly  applicable,  I  should  call 
'them  foreign-traders.  Have  they  brought  for- 
ward facts  at  any  period  of  this  debate  to  sup- 
port any  of  their  contentions  or  the  positions 
-they  have  taken  up  ?  No,  Sir;  pure  assertion. 
I  think  I  have  a  right  to  demand   proof  at 

-  their  hands  again.  I  have  asked  it  before.  I 
hold  the  statistics  for  the  quarter  ending  with 

-  June,  1895,  and  they  show  that  the  amount  of 
matches  imported  into  the  colony  during  the 

-  June  quarter  was  28,455  gross.  Does  this  sup- 
port any  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  in 
stating  that  the  revenue  derived  from  this  par- 
ticular industry  is  going  to  be  lost  ?    I  say  facts 

'prove  otherwise.  And  the  honourable  gentle- 
man waxed  very  eloquent  in  connection  with 
the  importation  of  the  raw  material  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  industry.  Does  he  know  that 
this  stearins  oannot  be  procured  in  this  colony, 
and  that  those  engaged  in  the  match-industry 

•have  tried   over  and  over   again   to  get   the 

•  candle-makers  in  the  colony  to  make  this  par- 
ticular class  of  stearine,  and  they  refused  to 

do  so?    Why?    Because  the  manufacture  of 

•  this  article  is  in  the  hands  of  a  monopoly  or 
ring  in  the  candle-making  industry,  and  they 
say  they  would  have  to  spend  something  like 
£2,000  to  make  it  of  the  necessary  hardness. 
I  say  that  every  industry  in  this  colony  should 
get  a  certain  amount  of  aid  at  its  initiation  if 
required.  And  it  U  not  fair  to  say  this  industry 
will  only  employ  two  or  three  hundred  boys  and 
girls  and,  perhaps,  forty  or  fifty  men.  Even 
assuming  these  figures  are  correct,  is  it  not 
proved  that  the  wages  of  the  employes  in  these 
'factories  are  good  ?  I  believe  some  of  the  em- 
ployes in  Wellington  in  connection  with  the 
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industry  are  earning  £1  per  week;  I  know 
numbers  are  earning  15s.  after  having  been  a 
very  short  time  in  the  factory.  There  has  been 
a  cry  all  over  the  country  of  "  What  shall  we 
do  with  our  boys,  and  what  shall  we  do  with 
our  girls  ?  "  and  yet  immediately  an  industry 
is  started  which  would  absorb  two  or  three 
hundred  of  them  we  are  met  with  the  cry  that 
this  is  not  the  class  of  industry  that  we  want 
to  support.  There  has  been  a  considerable 
amount  of  argument  with  regard  to  the  fresh 
imposition  of  duty  on  boots  and  shoes.  What 
really  have  they  got  ? — 2}  per  cent. ;  and  those 
honourable  gentlemen  at  once  jump  to  the  con- 
clusion, in  connection  not  only  with  this  boot- 
industry,  but  every  other  industry  in  the  colony, 
that  whatever  is  added  to  the  duty  is  added 
to  the  price  of  the  article,  which  is  made  so 
much  dearer  to  the  consumer.  That  is  your 
free-trade  argument.  I  deny  it  in  toto.  And 
if  I  oan  bring  facts  to  prove  that  the  position  I 
take  up  iB  correct,  then,  I  say,  it  behoves  the 
Free-traders  to  prove  their  position.  Boots  are  - 
oheaper  in  the  colony  to-day  than  they  were 
fifteen  years  ago. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Everything  is  cheaper. 

Mr.  MORRISON. — According  to  my  honour- 
able friend '8  peculiar  way  of  placing  free- trade 
versus  protection  before  the  House,  everything 
should  be  dearer,  for  protection  to-day  is  a  great 
deal  heavier  than  fifteen  years  ago.  Another 
remark  that  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Glutha  was  that  the  producers  of  this 
colony  have  to  pay  for  everything — he  referred 
to  the  farmers.  I  say,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  the  artisan  who  can  take  a  raw 
product  and  turn  it  into  any  finished  article 
is  as  much  a  producer  as  any  farmer  in  the 
country  who  simply  tills  the  ground,  sows  his 
seed,  and  lets  the  rain  and  sunshine  do  the 
rest.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the 
farmers  and  pastoralists  of  this  country.  I 
admit  they  are  doing  good  work  for  this  colony ; 
but  are  they  the  only  class  in  the  colony  that 
is  doing  good  work?  I  was  myself  for  some 
time  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  when  a 
lad,  and  when  I  throw  my  mind's  eye  back 
to  England  and  Scotland  I  do  not  think  the 
farming  and  pastoral  community  there  was 
reoognised  as  being  such  an  important  element 
in  the  community  as  here.  From  the  talk  in- 
side and  outside  this  House  in  certain  small 
coteries  one  would  think  the  farmers  of  the 
colony  were  the  hub  of  the  universe.  The 
sooner  people  disabuse  their  minds  of  that  idea 
the  better.  Is  it  the  farmers  or  the  pastoralists 
that  have  made  England  what  she  is  ?  No ;  it 
has  been  her  industries,  and  trade,  and  com- 
merce. And  what  did  England  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  her  history  do  for  these  industries? 
Did  she  not  protect  herself  up  to  the  hilt  till 
she  found  she  could  manufacture  not  only  for 
herself,  but  for  other  nations?  There  was 
another  question  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Glutha.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man stated  that  six  different  tariffs  had  been 
brought  down  to  the  House,  and,  of  course, 
in  speaking  about  this  tariff,  he  inferred  that 
the    Government    did    not  know    their    own 
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-minds.  Now,  does  not  the  action  of  the 
'Government  in  this  matter  go  to  show  ihat 
they  were  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to 
pass  a  tariff  that  would  meet,  if  possible, 
the  requirements  not  only  of  the  industrial 
portion  of  the  colony  and  the  mercantile 
•class,  but  also  of  the  farming  community? 
Now,  in  bringing  down  this  tariff  they  allowed 
the  House  an  opportunity  of  amending  it  in 
any  direction  it  thought  proper,  as  long  as 
it  did  not  cripple  the  Colonial  Treasurer's 
finance.  I  ask,  why  should  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  be  blamed  for  giving  this  liberty? 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
suggested  that  the  Premier  put  on  hiB  seven- 
league  boots  and  forced  this  tariff  through. 
Whether  it  was  right  or  wrong,  we  have  heard 
it  re-echoed  repeatedly  from  every  member  of 
the  Opposition  that  fair -play  was  not  being 
given ;  that  the  tariff  was  not  being  considered, 
but  was  simply  being  driven  through.  Is  that 
in  accordance  with  facts  ?  In  my  opinion,  as 
far  as  this  tariff  is  concerned,  the  Government 
allowed  far  too  muoh  freedom  to  their  sup- 
porters when  dealing  with  it,  and  the  opposition 
that  has  been  raised  has  been  raised  in  a  fac- 
tious spirit  by  honourable  gentlemen  who  find 
themselves  out  in  the  cold,  and  are  very  sorry 
for  being  there.  The  honourable  member  for 
•Clutha  claimed  two  great  victories,  which  he 
-said  he  had  carried — namely,  on  fencing-wire 
•and  binder-twine.  The  honourable  member  for 
Waitaki  hauled  him  over  the  coals  in  regard  to 
ihat  assertion,  and  there  is,  therefore,  no  need 
for  me  to  touch  upon  it ;  but  before  finishing  I 
should  like  to  ask  one  question  of  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  olaim  to  be  Free-traders, 
some  of  whom  I  know  are  going  to  follow  me. 
I  want  to  know  what  the  farmers  of  this  colony 
are  to  gain  by  what  may  be  called  free-trade. 
If  we  are  going  to  have  absolute  free- trade  in 
this  colony,  how  is  the  farmer's  breeches-Docket 
.going  to  gain  by  its  being  brought  about? 
There  must  be  the  same  amount  of  money 
raised,  whether  it  is  by  protection  or  by  free- 
trade;  and  if  we  are  going  to  have  free-trade 
pure  and  simple  the  question  naturally  arises, 
How  are  we  going  to  make  up  the  difference 
-caused  by  the  loss  of  revenue?  You  cannot 
tax  your  industrial  classes,  because  you  will 
throw  a  large  portion  of  them  out  of  employ- 
ment; and,  instead  of  these  people  being 
working  units  in  the  colony,  they  would  be 
simply  clamouring  for  relief-works.  I  should 
like  to  know  where  the  money  is  to  come  from 
if  it  does  not  come  from  the  land  or  other 
direct  taxation.  If  direct  taxation  is  the  goal 
you  are  aiming  at,  let  us  face  the  question  at 
once.  Has  direct  taxation,  as  far  as  it  has 
been  tried  in  this  colony  or  in  any  other  coun- 
try, been  a  success?  I  say  No.  We  have 
•direct  taxation  in  this  colony  in  connection 
with  municipal  matters;  and  where  people 
have  been  charged  so  much  in  the  pound  of 
-direct  taxation  it  has  created  a  howl  from  one 
end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  regarding  the 
■amount  of  taxation  they  have  hod  to  bear. 
Now,  if  the  million  and  a  half  which  is 
collected    through   the    Customs    has    to    be 


collected  by  means  of  direct  taxation,  how 
much  more  would  the  difficulty  be  in- 
creased !  That  is  one  view  of  the  matter ; 
and  now  let  us  take  another  view.  I  know 
it  is  brought  forward  as  an  argument  in 
favour  of  direct  taxation  that  it  will  lead  to 
pure  administration  —  that  the  moment  the 
people  are  taxed  in  a  direct  manner,  then  they 
will  carefully  guard  every  sixpence  of  expendi- 
ture, and  that  it  will  consequently  be  so  muoh 
better  for  the  people.  Does  experience  prove 
that  this  is  a  correct  position  to  take  up  ?  It 
certainly  is  not  proved  when  you  examine 
the  county  and  municipal  expenditure  of  this 
colony  in  the  past.  You  oan  compare  the 
amount  of  taxation  collected  under  those 
bodies  with  the  amount  which  is  expended, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  more 
expensive  than  the  system  the  Government 
have  of  collecting  taxation.  The  money  to  a 
large  extent  is  simply  frittered  away  in  manage- 
ment expenses  by  these  bodies.  We  have  now 
got  a  proposed  Local  Government  Bill,  which 
is  being  brought  down  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
deavouring to  remedy  some  of  the  evils  we 
have  been  suffering  from  in  the  past  by  reason 
of  the  lavish  and  useless  expenditure  caused  by 
collecting  direot  taxation  from  the  people.  I 
should  just  like  to  ask  this  question  of  honour- 
able members  regarding  free- trade:  In  New 
Zealand  we  have  spent  something  like  forty 
millions  in  opening  up  the  colony.  Can  we 
afford  to  pay  away  millions  every  year  for  in- 
terest, and  employ  foreigners  to  work  for  us 
while  our  own  people  are  walking  about  idle  ? 
I  say  we  ought  not  to  do  it,  and  it  is  only  by 
giving  a  certain  amount  of  encouragement  in 
the  shape  of  protective  duties  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  and  to  create  a 
race  in  this  colony  that  will  be  a  credit  to  us. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  tariff  we  have  just 
passed  will  not  only  reflect  credit  upon  the 
colony  and  upon  the  Government,  but  that  it 
will  remove  some  of  the  anomalies  that  have 
existed  in  the  past,  and  at  the  same  time  will 
afford  some  slight  assistance  to  our  straggling 
manufacturers  and  artisans ;  and  if  we  have 
been  able  to  give  Buch  assistance  to  our  people 
as  will  enable  us  to  rear  up  a  contented,  pro- 
sperous, and  happy  people  in  this  colony,  then 
we  have  done  good  work  for  those  who  have 
sent  us  here. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.  — The  honourable  member 
for  Waitaki,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  see,  has  left 
the  Chamber,  was  somewhat  severe  upon  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  in  accusing 
him  of  egotism,  and  of  so  frequently  using  the 
words  "  I  did."  In  justice  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha,  I  might  say  that  the  re- 
marks criticized  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitaki  arose  from  the  fact  of  the  Premier 
having  challenged  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  as  to  what  he  had  done  in  connection 
with  the  tariff,  and  as  to  what  motions  he  had 
carried.  It  was  in  his  own  defence  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha  said  what  he 
did,  and  therefore  it  was  unfair  for  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitaki  to  apply  the  term  he 
did  to  the  honourable  gentleman.    The  honour- 
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able  member  for  Clutha  gave  notice  of  his  mo- 
tions to  remove  the  duties  on  certain  articles 
as  far  back  as  the  7th  August,  and  that  fact 
shows  he  first  moved  in  the  matter;  and  he 
has  been  in  attendance  in  the  House  fre- 
quently since  to  move  his  amendments  when 
the  member  for  Waitaki  was  absent — pro- 
bably gone  to  bed.  Referring  to  this  tariff, 
we  were  told  that  the  new  tariff  was  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  removing  complica- 
tions and  anomalies  that  existed  under  the  old 
one.  I  think  we  agree  on  both  sides  that 
the  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  tariff 
will  be  greater  than  they  were  before.  I 
admit  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid 
anomalies.  I  do  not  want  to  unduly  blame 
the  Treasurer,  because  in  the  case  of  such  a 
large  list  of  dutiable  and  free  goods  complica- 
tions are  sure  to  arise,  and  there  is  no  solution 
for  some  of  these  difficulties  so  long  as  duties 
are  levied  on  so  wide  a  range  of  goods,  and 
for  objects  outside  of  revenue.  There  are 
many  items  which  might  be  referred  to, 
but  I  will  not  take  up  time  at  this  hour  of 
the  night;  but  there  were  several  questions 
which  I  wanted  the  Treasurer  to  deal  with,  and 
I  shall  briefly  touch  upon  a  few  of  them.  For 
instance,  I  drew  the  honourable  gentleman's 
attention  to  the  important  question  of  the  point 
at  which  the  value  should  be  determined  on 
which  duty  should  be  payable.  Vexatious 
complications  have  arisen  in  connection  with 
the  question  as  to  whero  goods  should  be 
valued  when  the  duty  is  ad  valorem.  Some 
goods  come  from  the  manufacturing  towns 
of  Great  Britain,  from  remote  inland  towns  of 
Germany,  from  the  interior  of  America,  and 
other  plaees.  The  honest  trader  suffers,  since 
the  dishonest  succeed  in  getting  goods  invoiced 
far  below  real  value,  but  adjusted  by  an  excess 
debit  for  carriage  to  port  of  shipment.  The 
Treasurer  has  not  attempted  any  solution 
of  that  difficulty.  That  is,  I  think,  one  of 
the  things  which  should  have  been  dealt 
with.  Unscrupulous  people  take  advantage 
of  the  present  possibilities,  and  trade  has  been 
much  harassed  in  consequence  of  the  state 
of  the  law  now.  The  Treasurer  has  not 
grappled  with  other  difficulties  of  that  sort, 
as,  for  instance,  the  question  as  to  duty  on 
packages.  I  complain  of  the  very  great  up- 
set of  trade  caused  by  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,  and  by  the  repeated  chopping  and 
changing  in  connection  with  the  tariff.  Surely 
the  like  was  never  before  seen  in  the  history 
of  legislation.  Then,  there  is  the  provision 
with  regard  to  the  duties  going  back  to  the 
date  when  the  first  resolution  was  introduced. 
Both  the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  Premier 
have  denied  what  is  clearly  the  fact  as  to 
the  existing  law.  The  Premier  this  after- 
noon quoted  a  provision  of  the  present  law  re- 
lating to  that  point ;  but  the  fact  is  that  the 
Government,  while  so  contending,  have  intro- 
duced a  clause  altering  the  law  to  effect  what 
they  say  is  now  the  law — altering  the  law  to 
cover  a  complicated  muddle,  the  result  of 
callous  indifference  and  a  lack  of  knowledge  as 
to  practice — and  in  such  a  way  as  has  never 
Mr.  Duthie 


been  done  in  the  case  of  any  tariff  before- 
If  the  Treasurer  had  only  given  a  little  atten- 
tion to  this  question  of  the  tariff  he  would  not 
have  made  such  a  mess  as  we  have  seen  during- 
the  past  month.  A  reduction  has  been  made  in* 
the  duty  on  tea,  and  fencing-wire  is  to  come  in 
free.  While  there  may  be  some  political  value- 
attaohed  to  the  catch  phrase  about  a  free  break- 
fast-table, really  it  is  merely  a  catch  phrasev 
It  is  desirable,  I  admit,  that  we  should  have- 
a  free  breakfast-table  if  the  revenue  of  the- 
country  can  afford  it.  But  if  we  simply  take 
some  of  the  duty  off  tea  and  put  extra  duties 
upon  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  and  other 
necessaries,  I  fail  to  see  how  the  people  will 
benefit  by  the  change.  I  unhesitatingly  say- 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  changes  which  have 
been  made  in  the  tariff,  the  industrial  classes- 
will  be  much  more  heavily  taxed  than  they 
are  under  the  present  tariff.  Then,  we  have 
this  question  of  fencing-wire,  and  the  taxation 
which  is  to  be  imposed  on  all  classes  of  ma- 
chinery. For  my  own  part,  although  I  voted 
for  the  proposal  with  reference  to  fencing- wire,, 
as  for  all  other  reductions,  still  I  must  admit- 
that  there  is  no  item  upon  which  there  was, 
perhaps,  less  need  for  reduction  than  fencing- 
wire.  Fencing- wire  is  now  sold  at  about  the- 
price  which  the  raw  material  cost  a  few  years 
ago.  It  is  now  sold  at  so  low  a  price  that 
people  are  only  astonished  at  the  extraordinary 
cheapness.  1  do  not  think,  therefore,  that 
there  was  pressing  need  to  place  that  item  on 
the  free-list  while  we  tax  so  many  necessaries 
in  industrial  pursuits.  On  the  other  hand,  and 
to  replace  the  loss  on  wire,  a  duty  of  5  per  cent, 
has  been  put  upon  all  classes  of  machinery— » 
a  tax  on  industry  —  on  the  dairy-farmer,  to- 
benefit  the  runholder.  These  are  some  of 
the  changes  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  act 
detrimentally  to  the  interests  of  the  people. 
There  was  the  proposal  of  the  Government  in 
regard  to  fruit— a  most  unjust  protective  sop* 
to  a  professedly  free- trade  section.  As  to  the 
patent  medicines,  which  have  been  so  highly 
taxed,  there  is,  after  all,  in  some  of  these  medi- 
cines a  great  deal  of  virtue,  and  they  are 
really  the  poor  man's  medicine.  The  Govern- 
ment, to  protect  his  health,  will  now  make 
him  pay  40  per  cent,  on  those.  Medicine  for 
man  is  to  be  taxed  40  per  cent.,  whilst 
sheep-  and  horse -medicines  are  to  come  in 
free.  The  honourable  gentlemen  have  dealt 
with  other  matters  which  I  really  think  it  is- 
not  the  business  of  the  House  to  interfere  with 
at  all.  So  far  as  protection  is  concerned,  I 
do  not  think  much  assistance  has,  as  a  result, 
been  extended  in  that  direction.  An  attempt 
has  been  made  to  bolster  up  a  few  industries, 
such  as  cartridges  and  matches,  which  it  is 
undesirable  to  bolster  up.  In  the  case  of 
these  industries,  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  ma- 
terials used  in  the  manufacture  are  imported ;. 
they  give  the  minimum  of  employment,  and 
are  a  heavy  indirect  burden.  I  refer  particu- 
larly to  the  cartridge  industry.  In  the  match 
industry  also  the  materials  are  mainly  im- 
ported. I  do  not  think  it  is  right  that  we 
should  tax  the  people  of  the  country  many 
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thousands  a  year  simply  to  make  the  fortunes 
of  these  manufacturers.  Our  tariff  has  been 
manipulated  in  the  interest  of  various  associa- 
tions and  manufacturers,  and  various  enter- 
prising people,  who  have  taken  advantage  of 
these  alterations  and  have  done*  well  at  the 
cost  of  the  country.  Then,  with  regard  to 
this  tea-packing,  I  think  a  certain  amount  of 
sympathy  might  be  extended  if  competition 
really  arose  here  with  Asiatic  labour.  Too 
soon  such  labour  must  be  a  most  serious  ques- 
tion, and  I  do  not  tie  my  hands  so  far  as  that 
is  concerned.  That  the  Treasurer  should  have 
gone'  in  for  protection  on  this  packing  is  a 
matter  of  astonishment  to  me.  There  are 
gentlemen  in  the  tea  trade  who  have  made 
large  and  successful  business  for  themselves  by 
their  skill.  They  introduce  teas  from  different 
plantations  and  countries,  and,  by  producing 
uniformity,  cultivate  certain  tastes  and  flavours 
amongst  the  people.  By  this  means  they  have 
made  a  name  and  repute  for  themselves :  people 
who  are  accustomed  to  a  particular  brand  in- 
sist upon  getting  it  again.  Now,  to  pack  un- 
blended tea  in  Ceylon  under  the  varying  con- 
ditions of  tea- culture  would  be  to  risk  the 
repute  upon  which  their  business  depends.  To 
think  that  these  people  will  risk  the  repute 
of  their  brands  is  absurd.  However,  the  pro- 
posal was  laughed  out  of  the  House,  and  one 
u  so  far  relieved.  Now,  the  Premier  said  the 
soft-goods  people  had  no  objection,  and,  in  fact, 
approved  of  this  tariff.  I  am  not  surprised, 
because  in  the  many  changes  made  in  the  tariff 
sinoe  it  was  first  introduced  several  of  these 
soft-goods  people  have  been  able  to  make  a  few 
thousands.  There  is,  of  course,  a  good  deal  of 
human  nature  in  all  men,  and  when  a  prospect 
of  such  an  advance  on  the  value  of  stocks  is 
thrust  upon  traders  it  is  surprising  how  com- 
placent they  are.  You  will  near  more  about 
objections  from  the  soft-goods  people  in  a  few 
months'  time.  I  agree  that  there  has  been 
very  little  objection  raised  so  far ;  and  that  is 
the  reason.  In  passing,  I  would  thank  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  for  having  mot  me  in  con- 
nection with  one  or  two  items.  I  suppose  he 
considered  I  had  a  strong  case;  but,  strong 
case  or  no,  I  thank  the  honourable  gentleman 
for  the  two  or  three  items  I  was  able  to  get 
altered  in  Committee.  Now,  Sir,  I  consider  a 
very  large  increase  of  taxation  is  the  result  of 
this  tariff,  although  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  had  it  cut  down  to  some  extent.  With  so 
many  alterations,  no  one  can  properly  analyse, 
but  I  believe  the  effect  of  this  alteration  of  the 
tariff  from  that  of  1888  ie  to  be  a  heavy  ad- 
dition to  the  burdens  of  the  people.  With  the 
exoeption  of  Queensland  we  are  the  heaviest- 
taxed  colony  in  Australasia.  That  fact  must 
seriously  detract  from  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.     Our  burdens  already  check  enter - 

Srise.  Our  tariff  has  acted  in  the  past  as  a 
eterrent  with  a  class  of  people  who  would 
infuse  energy,  as  against  their  coming  to  the 
colony,  because  they  have  seen  how  much  per 
head  of  the  population  we  are  taxed  as  com- 
pared with  the  other  colonies,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  what  we  want,  if  we  are  to  enter  on 
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an  era  of  prosperity,  is  a  field  for  enterprise 
!  and  more  population.    Surely  it  is  a  delusion 
I  to  expect,  as  the  Government  appears  to  be- 
;  lieve,  that  taxation  produces  prosperity.   These 
.  are  the  points  which  occur  to  me  in  conneo- 
•  tion  with  this  measure,  which  I  regret  is  to  be 
:  placed  on  the  statute-book.    I  see  no  benefit 
i  whatever  to  be  derived  from  it;   it  can  only 
have  a  disturbing  influence  in  the  country, 
doing  injury   to   an    extent    far    beyond  any 
amount  the  Treasurer  expects  to  get  as  in- 
creased revenue. 
»      Mr.  MILLS. — Sir,  I  have  carefully  listened 
to   the  remarks  of  the  honourable  members 
who  have  spoken  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill.     The  speech  of  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
I  si  tion  has  been  fairly  criticized  by  the  Pre- 
|  mi'er,  but  there  are  one  or  two  points  that  I 
Vshould  like  to  refer  to  before  the  leader  of  the 
;  Opposition  leaves  the  chamber.    We  have  had 
the  same  statement  from  him  many  times  this 
session  chat  the  farmers  only  asked  to  be  let 
alone.    Well,  I  think  most  of  us  might  say 
the  same  thing,  for  there  are  none  of  us  who 
care  to  be  troubled  muoh  with  taxation.    How- 
ever, we  cannot  expect  to  be  let  alone  in  this 
country.  We  have  a  certain  amount  of  revenue 
to  make  up  every  year  from  various  sources. 
The  honourable    gentleman    calls   himself   a. 
Free-trader,  but  there  is  a  very  nice  distinction 
between  a  "fair-trader"  and  a  Free-trader.    I 
only  claim  to  be  a  ••  fair-trader,"  beoause,  if 
any  one  can  show  me  where  the  necessaries 
of  life  end  and  luxuries  commence,  I  may  then 
be  able  to  define  myself  as  a  Free-trader  or  a 
Protectionist.    Then,  as  we  are  bound  to  col- 
lect a  oertain  amount  of  revenue  in  this  colony, 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  stretching  a  point  when 
any  one  gets    up   and  calls  himself  entirely 
and    exclusively    a    Free-trader.    Those   who 
oall  themselves  Free-traders  are  simply  voting 
against  every  item  of  this  tariff  as  it  comes  up ; 
and,  supposing  each  member  of  this  Assembly 
ohose  to  follow  on  the  same  lines,  where  should 
we  end  ?    In  passing  no  tariff  at  all.    That  is 
what  it  would  mean. 
Mr.  O'REGAN.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  MILLS. — Exactly  ;  it  is  so  easy  to  pull 
down,  and  so  hard  to  build  up  again.    And  the 
question  I  would  ask  the  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  is,  from  what  source  would  he- 
pay  the  interest  that  is  to  go  to  London  every 
year?     How  would  he  govern  the  country? 
At  the  end  of  the  month,  when  the  Civil  ser- 
vants wanted  a  cheque  from  him,  how  would 
he  be  able  to  draw  on  the  bank  ?    He  could 
not  do  it — unless  it  was  on  the  Boulder  Bank. 
So  that,  as  matters  stand  in  this  country,  Sir, 
it  is  almost  frivolous  to  call  ourselves  Free- 
traders, when  we  know  perfectly  well  that  we 
must  provide  for  the  future,  and  see  that  our 
liabilities  are  met  at  the  proper  time.    It  was 
also  said  that  the  Premier  made  such  a  speech 
that  it  would  knock  sense  into  the  heads  of  his 
followers  or  any  one  else.    Well,  that  is  most 
ridioulous,  because  when  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Olutha  went  on  to  criticize  the  tariff 
he  forgot  that  he  has  been  travelling  the  coun- 
try for  three  or  four  months,  taking  evidence 
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in  regard  to  the  various  items.  He  does  not 
yet  seem  to  have  got  much  common -sense 
knocked  into  him,  or  to  understand  very  much 
in  reference  to  the  tariff.  However,  he  did  not 
forget  to  draw  the  long  bow  to  a  considerable 
extent.  I  think  the  honourable  member  may 
find  to-morrow  morning,  or  later  on,  that  his 
mission  in  life  for  the  present  has  passed  away ; 
because  I  think  he  has  exerted  himself  so  much 
during  the  past  week  that,  without  wishing  to 
cast  any  reflection  on  that  side  of  the  House,  I 
think,  probably,  he  would  have  shown  a  little 
more  sense  if  he  had  kept  quiet,  instead  of  con- 
tinually occupying  the  time  of  the  House  as  he 
has  done.  At  any  rate,  the  tariff  of  1895  is 
nearly  passed  into  law ;  and,  after  all  has  been 
said,  it  is  the  outcome  of  the  collective  wisdom 
of  this  House,  either  for  good  or  bad.  It  will 
be,  I  assume,  final  for  some  time,  and  therefore 
the  country  will  have  to  aocept  what  we  have 
done.  If  the  country  is  not  entirely  satisfied, 
probably  that  may  be  a  reflex  of  the  opinions 
of  members  of  this  House.  The  honourable 
member  for  Glutha  also  objected  that  the  sum 
of  £100  only  was  allowed  as  the  value  of  the 
furniture  any  person  could  bring  to  this  coun- 
try. But,  Sir,  from  the  way  he  spoke  he  would 
seem  to  imply  to  any  one  who  read  his  speech 
that  the  Government  wish  to  keep  back  any  per- 
son who  was  bringing  his  household  furniture 
to  this  colony.  No  such  thing.  We  must  fix  a 
limit  to  what  a  man  can  bring  into  the  country 
free  of  duty,  and  that  is  fixed  at  £100 — a  fair 
sum;  and  I  contend  that  when  a  man  has 
more  than  a  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  furni- 
ture which  he  desires  to  bring  into  this  oountry 
he  should  be  glad  to  pay  whatever  little  duty 
may  be  required  from  him.  Well,  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  had  a  few  words  to  say,  and  he  found 
fault  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  bringing 
down  these  resolutions  with  regard  to  those 
who  expect  to  get  a  rebate  from  the  Customs. 
I  ask,  why  was  it  no  member  of  the  Opposition 
raised  this  question  when  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, from  his  place  at  that  table,  told  the 
House  and  the  country  that  such  would  be 
the  case?  Having  once  sent  that  statement 
abroad,  I  contend  it  was  quite  right,  in  the  in- 
terests of  all  our  business-men,  to  keep  faith 
with  the  House  and  country.  If,  as  the  honour- 
able member  said,  the  Premier  could  not  be 
satisfied  with  the  tariff,  because  the  oountry 
was  not  satisfied  with  it,  I  must  say  I  fail  to 
see  that  there  has  been  very  much  excitement 
in  various  parts  of  the  colony  during  the  time 
the  tariff  has  been  going  through  the  House; 
and  I  contend  that,  if  the  people  felt  the  shoe 
pinch  them  severely,  from  the  North  Cape 
to  Stewart  Island,  they  would  do  what  they 
could  to  inform  those  in  power — the  Govern- 
ment—  where  and  how  they  thought  the  re- 
medies might  be  obtained  by  some  alteration. 
Not  having  done  so,  if  they  do  not  take  an 
interest,  of  course  there  is  no  use  in  our  think- 
ing they  are  feeling  very  sore  over  the  matter. 
Now,  I  believe  each  of  us  has  a  different  idea 
about  taxation.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  mean 
to  say  that  I  individually  feel  satisfied  with 
Mr.  Mills 


the  present  tariff :  far  from  it.  But,  Sir,  I  re- 
cognise this  principle :  that  we  must  give  and 
take  in  this*  House  to  do  any  business  at  all, 
and  if  I  can  get  from  12  to  15  out  of  the  20  per 
cent,  which  I  want,  then  I  must  be  satisfied. 
If  I  find  that  I  cannot  obtain  one-half,  then  I 
certainly  am  dissatisfied  ;  but  so  long  as  I  get 
a  fair  proportion- 1  think  it  is  my  duty  to  do  as 
I  staged,  and  give  and  take  in  whatever  way  I 
can,  in  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  Sir, 
there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  respecting 
the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  tea.  Now,  it  has 
been  clearly  placed  before  the  House  what 
amount  we  were  in  that  concession  giving  the 
country,  and  I  contend  that  in  no  other  way 
could  we  so  fairly  have  distributed  any  reduc- 
tion in  the  tariff  throughout  the  country  as  we 
have  in  this  remission  of  duty  on  tea.  Whether 
the  relief  is  much  or  little,  still  every  man 
or  family  will  gain  a  proportion  of  that  reduc- 
tion, and  I  challenge  any  honourable  mem- 
ber to  tell  me  on  what  other  item  in  this 
tariff  we  could  have  given  such  a  sensible  re- 
duction. If  we  had  made  small  reductions  on 
a  number  of  itemB,  as  honourable  gentlemen 
have  stated  here,  we  should  simply  have  been 
putting  the  money  into  the  pockets  of  the 
middlemen.  Now,  this  is  a  sensible  reduction 
— a  reduction  of  2d.  a  pound—and  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  with  the  competition  in  this 
colony  the  consumers  will  find  the  benefit. 
Well,  Sir,  there  is  one  other  item  I  wish  to 
refer  to  before  sitting  down.  I  do  not  wish  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  long,  but  I  must 
refer  to  the  last  tax  that  we  framed  and 
passed — that  on  maohinery.  Now,  to  my  mind, 
that  is  a  vicious  tax,  as  it  widely  affects  the 
industries  of  the  country.  It  is  not  a  large 
tax,  5  per  cent. ;  but,  representing  as  I  do  a 
constituency  in  which  a  large  number  of  men 
gain  their  living  through  and  by  the  use  of  ma- 
chinery, either  in  saw- milling  or  mining,  any- 
thing placing  a  tax  upon  industry  is  not,  in 
my  idea,  in  the  interests  of  the  community. 
But  still,  Sir,  I  recognise  the  same  principle  in 
dealing  with  this  tax.  If  the  House,  in  its 
wisdom,  has  deemed  it  wise  to  reduce  such  a 
large  amount  as  £8,000  or  £10,000  on  fencing- 
wire,  we  must  balance  the  ledger,  and  have 
sufficient  means  at  our  oommand  to  show  a 
sensible  profit  at  the  end  of  the  year,  or,  at 
any  rate,  not  to  have  a  deficit.  Therefore  I 
am  quite  satisfied  to  do  as  I  have  done  and 
as  we  often  have  to  do  —  that  is,  to  meet 
half-way,  each  giving  and  taking,  so  as  to 
meet  the  position.  There  is  also  one  other 
little  matter  I  want  to  refer  to,  and  that  is,  as 
to  the  different  items  on  which  taxation  has 
been  altered  during  the  passing  of  the  schedule. 
I  think  sensible  reductions  have  been  made  in 
many  cases,  and  that  a  good  many  of  the 
anomalies  previously  existing  in  the  tariff  will 
be  abolished  after  this  Aot  passes.  At  the 
same  time,  there  are  many  things  remaining 
that  could,  I  believe,  have  been  improved. 
However,  while  I  disclaim  being  what  you  may 
call  a  Free-trader,  as  some  people  understand 
it,  still  I  do  not  want  to  see  protection  run 
mad.    I  recognise  that  in  this  colony,  situated 
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as  we  are,  living  in  a  land  that  has  perhaps  the 
longest  sea-coast  of  any  Rmall  country  with  the 
exception  of  Great  Britain,  we  must  in  the 
future  look  forward  to  being  a  large  maritime 
power,  and  I  believe  we  shall  always  have  to 
look  more  to  our  exports  than  to  anything  else 
for  the  welfare  of  this  colony.  It  is  a  fact 
that  the  rise  in  wool  lately  telegraphed  means 
to  this  colony  something  like  a  million  and  a 
half  of  money  through  that  one  industry  alone. 
So  that,  recognising  as  I  do  that  the  foreign 
market  must  be  the  one  that  rules  the  local 
one,  I  am  certain,  if  we  ever  attempt  to  go 
beyond  fair  and  reasonable  lines  towards  pro- 
tection, that  day  we  shall  begin  gradually  to 
go  backward.  Now,  while  prepared  to  meet 
honourable  members  in  a  reasonable  way,  I  was 
really  astonished  to  find  that  cheap  literature 
an  the  shape  of  supplements  to  newspapers  sent 
into  this  colony,  and  which  had  been  coming  in 
free  for  years  and  years,  had  suddenly  25  per 
•cent,  levied  upon  them.  I  agree  with  the*  Pre- 
mier in  most  things,  but  in  this  matter  I  do 
not  agree  with  him.  He  told  us  this  evening 
that,  so  far  as  this  is  concerned,  they  had 
better  be  kept  out  of  the  colony.  I  contend 
that  anything  we  can  do  to  promote  education 
throughout  the  outlying  parts  of  the  colony 
is  work  in  the  right  direction.  And  I  would 
oonclude  by  saying  this :  that  all  through  this 
■Bill,  and  in  the  schedules,  there  isoiothing  that 
•strikes  me  with  such  amazement— I  might  say 
•amusement — for  I  consider  the  most  ironical 
•sentence  in  the  whole  Bill  is  in  the  first  para- 
graph, which  says  that  among  other  things  we 
4<  have  freely  and  voluntarily  resolved  to  give 
and  grant  unto  Her  Majesty  the  duties  herein- 
after mentioned."  I  think,  if  anything  makes 
it  appear  funny,  it  is  that  sentence,  in  which 
we  all  acknowledge,  after  passing  this  Bill, 
•that  we  have  done  it  freely  and  voluntarily.  I 
ihave  no  more  to  say,  and  I  shall  conclude  by 
'hoping  that  we  shall  have  this  Bill  passed  into 
daw  within  reasonable  time,  and  that  for  the 
term  of  this  Parliament  we  shall  have  no  more 
'tariffs  brought  down. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— Sir,  as  I  have  been  unfor- 
tunately precluded  from  speaking  on  this  Bill 
at  an  earlier  stage,  I  will  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  while  I  endeavour  to  place  on 
record  my  opinions  upon  it.  I  cannot  say  I 
am  disappointed  with  the  measure,  because  I 
expected  very  little,  and  the  man  who  expects 
little  can  never  be  disappointed.  Ever  since 
>the  Ballance  Government  came  into  office  we 
•have  heard  of  tariff  reform,  and  of  having  the 
•duties  taken  off  the  necessaries  of  life.  Before 
•coming  into  power,  I  remember  Mr.  Ballance, 
in  a  speech  at  Wanganui,  strongly  insisted  on 
.abolishing  duties  on  suoh  articles  as  tea,  and 
placing  taxation  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who, 
in  his  own  words,  were  better  able  to  bear  it. 
However,  since  the  accession  of  the  Ballance 
'Government  to  power  this  question  has  been  put 
•off  from  time  to  time.  In  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  1891  Mr.  Ballance  made  some  lengthy 
reference  to  the  tariff,  and  hinted  that  later  on 
he  intended  to  proceed  with  its  revision.  I  find 
he  says  in  one  portion  of  the  Statement, — 


"  I  will  endeavour  to  show  the  amount  of 
taxation  paid  through  the  Customs  respectively 
by  an  artisan  and  a  labourer,  each  having  a 
family  of  five,  the  former  receiving  53s.  a  week, 
or  £137  per  year,  and  the  latter  39s.  a  week,  or 
£101  per  year.  The  artisan  would  pay  in  duty 
£12  10s.  4d.,  equal  to  9*1  per  cent,  on  his  earn- 
ings, while  the  labourer  would  pay  £11  lis.  5d.t 
equal  to  11*4  per  cent,  on  his  earnings.  This 
allows  for  no  broken  periods,  or  for  periods  of 
sickness  or  non-employment,  during  which  the 
earnings  might  cease,  while  the  paying  of  the 
duty,  at  least  to  some  extent,  would  continue." 

I  think  that  extract  shows  in  the  plainest 
manner  possible  that  Mr.  Ballance  realised  the 
harsh  manner  in  which  the  Customs  tariff 
pressed  on  the  people ;  and  it  was  my  firm  oon- 
viction  at  that  time  that  if  Mr.  Ballance  did 
not  amend  the  tariff  his  successor  certainly 
would  relieve  the  people  of  the  grievous  bur- 
dens they  had  to  bear.  What  have  we  got? 
We  are  told  this  Bill  was  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  anomalies.  If  time  per- 
mitted I  could  show  that  there  are  juBt  as  gross 
anomalies  in  the  Bill  which  is  about  to  become 
law  as  in  the  Act  that  we  are  supposed  to 
reform  ;  and,  as  for  relieving  the  people  of  taxa- 
tion, there  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  boast  of  taking  the  duty  off  tea; 
but  where  is  the  advantage  in  that  if  you  make 
the  people  pay  more  for  their  boots  ?  It  is 
robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul.  Though  they  do  not 
pay  so  much  on  one  commodity,  they  are  made 
to  do  so  on  another.  It  is  taking  taxation  off 
one  necessary  of  life  and  putting  it  on  another. 
One  would  expect  something  better  than  this 
after  the  elaborate  preparations  which  were 
made  for  the  Bill  we  are  now  discussing.  Last 
year  a  Commission  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  tariff,  and  it  cost  nearly  £2,000.  A 
number  of  gentlemen  were  sent  round  the  coun- 
try upon  a  holiday  tour — I  can  call  it  nothing 
else.  And,  strange  to  say,  the  Government  in 
framing  their  tariff  have  almost  ignored  the  re- 
commendations of  that  Commission.  For  my 
part,  I  attach  no  importance  to  the  evidence 
tendered  to  the  Commission.  The  evidence 
taken  was  in  most  cases  of  a  biassed  character. 
Every  person  who  is  engaged  in  an  industry 
imagines  he  has  a  right  to  get  protection,  and 
gave  evidence  accordingly.  I  say  such  evidence 
is  utterly  unreliable ;  and,  if  any  evidence 
were  required  at  all,  the  heads  of  the  Customs 
Department  ought  to  have  been  consulted, 
instead  of  saddling  the  taxpayers  with  the 
expense  of  this  useless  Commission.  Then  we 
have  the  Government  tacitly  admitting  that 
the  Commission  was  a  farce,  by  their  ignoring 
most  of  the  recommendations  made.  The  Go- 
vernment showed  a  temporising  spirit  also  by 
bringing  down  four  different  sets  of  resolutions. 
They  do  not  appear  to  realise  how  all  this  must 
harass  commerce  and  disturb  the  trade  of  the/ 
colony.  I  could  give  numerous  instances  to 
show  that  it  has  had  the  effect  of  disturbing 
trade  to  an  extent  which  is  injurious  to  every 
one.  It  shows,  moreover,  in  my  opinion,  that 
the  Government  had  no  policy  whatever  in  their 
tariff.    They  simply  put  out  so  many  feelers 
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for  gauging  the  temper  of  the  House.  During 
the  recess,  I  remember  the  Premier  made  a 
speeoh  at  Mar  ton,  in  which  he  made  special 
reference  to  the  tariff.  He  said  no  revision 
had  taken  place  since  1888,  and,  as  several 
new  industries  had  arisen  in  the  oolony  since 
that  time,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
a  reform  of  the  tariff  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting those  industries,  and  of  removing  ano- 
malies that  had  arisen.  During  the  course 
of  this  debate  We  have  had  another  aspeot  of 
the  question  introduced  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, and  that  was  not  the  protection  of 
native  industry  so  much  as  the  protection 
of  the  revenue.  I  should  like  to  know  how 
a  tariff  can  blow  hot  and  cold  at  the  same 
time  —  how  it  oan  be  protective,  and  at 
the  same  time  yield  revenue  —  how  we  oan 
expect  to  protect  our  industries  by  indirect 
taxation,  and  guard  the  revenue.  If  the 
tariff  is  protective  it  must  keep  goods  out  of 
the  country  that  otherwise  would  contribute 
to  the  revenue  by  their  importation,  and  there- 
fore a  protective  tariff  cannot  be  a  revenue 
tariff.  That  is  one  of  those  little  enigmas  I 
should  like  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  solve. 
What  we  hear  of  protecting  native  industries 
is  all  mere  pretence.  The  object  is  to  get 
revenue.  When  the  Colonial  Treasurer  found 
any  attempt  made  to  place  anything  on  the 
free-list  he  was  always  very  careful  to  impress 
upon  honourable  members  the  necessity  of  pro- 
tecting the  revenue  of  the  oolony.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  for  me  to  say  I  am  a  most  pro- 
nounced Free-trader ;  but,  despite  that,  I  would 
have  far  preferred  to  leave  the  old  tariff 
alone  for  years  if  nothing  better  was  to  be 
done  than  the  measure  now  before  the  House. 
There  is  only  one  alternative  in  reality  to  in- 
direct taxation,  and  that  is  direct  taxation. 
Unless  this  tariff  was  to  have  been  dealt  with 
properly — that  is,  a  reduction  of  indirect  taxa- 
tion and  an  increase  of  direct  taxation — it 
would  have  been  wiser  not  to  have  interfered 
with  it.  I  have  often  heard  it  said,  and  I 
believe  it  to  be  correct,  that  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  young  people  of  the  colony  if  the 
elements  of  political  economy  were  taught  to 
them  in  our  schools.  I  believe,  if  it  were  done 
Borne  of  our  legislators  would  be  the  very  first 
who  would  require  to  take  lessons.  It  is  an 
axiom  of  political  economy  that  free-trade  is  an 
imperishable  truth.  Only  a  few  days  ago  I  was 
reading  a  book— I  think  it  was  called  Cham- 
bers's "  Elementary  Science  " — which  is  used  in 
our  public  schools,  and  in  that  book  I  found 
some  questions  about  political  economy.  The 
question,  for  instance,  was  asked,  "  What 
is  free-trade?"  and  the  answer  was,  "Free- 
trade  is  the  right  of  every  man  to  buy  in  the 
cheapest  and  to  sell  in  the  dearest  market. 
It  is  now  generally  conceded  to  be  a  sound 
principle  of  politioal  economy."  I  found  also 
the  question,  "  What  is  protection  ?  "  and  the 
answer  to  that  was,  "  Protection  is  a  theory  by 
whioh  it  is  supposed  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity is  brought  about  by  making  goods 
artificially  dear.  Protection,  in  other  words, 
is  nothing  short  of  public  robbery."  Yet 
Mr.  O'Regan 


the  Minister  of  Education,  who  has  the  con- 
trol of  our  public  schools,  is  a  Protectionist. 
I  should  like  to  hear  him  say  what  woulcfc 
be  the  effect  of  having  politioal  economy 
taught  in  our  public  schools.  No  one  would1 
dare  to  oontradict  the  fact  that  free -trade- 
is  a  truth;  but  here  we  have  men — legis- 
lators, and  Ministers  of  the  Crown — standing' 
up  and  boldly  declaring  that  they  are  Pro- 
tectionists, and  that  protection  is  necessary 
for  the  welfare  of  the  country.  Protection  is, 
after  all,  only  a  form  of  charitable  aid.  I  re- 
member last  year,  in  the  Finanoial  Statement 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  made  some  reference  to 
the  fruit  industry.  He  hinted  then  that  before 
the  session  would  be  over  new  duties  would* 
be  imposed  on  fruit,  and  he  pointed  out  that, 
it  was  necessary  to  encourage  the  fruit-grow- 
ing industry,  because,  according  to  him,  owing 
to  the  culpable  negligence  of  our  colonists,, 
that  industry  had  been  allowed  to  languish.  I 
thought  that  was  certainly  a  very  remarkable 
way  to  discourage  culpable  negligence — propos- 
ing to  put  further  duties  on  fruit.  Speaking  in 
the  financial  debate,  I  pointed  out  what  would 
be  thought  of  an  able-bodied  man  who  would 
go  to  a  benevolent  society  and  ask  for  chari- 
table aid.  Yet  that  is  exactly  the  position, 
according  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  own 
showing,  of  the  fruit-growing  industry  in  this. 
CQUntry.  It  was  languishing  through  oulpable 
negligence  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  en- 
gaged in  it;  hut  the  only  way  to  remedy  that 
was  to  impose  further  protective  duties.  The- 
one  thing  to  make  industries  prosper  in  a  coun- 
try is  population.  It  is  utterly  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  a  sparsely-populated  colony  like  this . 
— a  nation  in  embryo— is  going  to  compete  with . 
older  countries  in  the  finer  arts  and  manufac- 
tures, as  a  rule,  excellence  of  attainment  in  • 
the  higher  manufactures,  in  the  fine  arts,  or 
what  I  may  call  the  secondary  industries,  oan 
only  be  obtained  when  subdivision  of  labour  is  . 
possible,  and  that  can  only  be  possible  where  • 
population  is  dense.  A  new  country  like  this, 
should,  according  to  the  laws  of  nature,— and 
you  can  hardly  improve  upon  these  laws, — en- 
gage in  primary  industries,  and  no  amount  of 
artificial  forcing,  no  amount  of  hothouse  de- 
velopment, will  bring  industries  permanently 
into  a  country  before  their  time.  Like  the 
theatres,  or  any  other  public  convenience,  they  - 
are  the  outcome  of  population.  I  think  it  is  . 
a  great  mistake  in  this  country,  with,  only 
750,000  people,  that  we  should  raise  over  a  . 
million  and  a  half  every  year  by  indirect  taxa- 
tion. The  honourable  member  for  Waimea- 
Pioton  said  a  few  minutes  ago  that  it  would  be 
very  undesirable  to  follow  a  policy  of  excessive 
protection  in  this  country.  Why,  then,  does- 
he  support  the  increase  in  the  Customs  duties 
of  the  colony  ?  The  whole  of  the  taxation  of 
the  oolony  amounts  to  about  two  and  a  half 
millions  a  year,  and  out  of  that  sum  nearly 
£1,700,000  is  raised  by  Customs  duties.  We 
hear  it  said  that  we  must  tax  luxuries.  If  you 
leave  out  spirits  and  beer  from  the  luxuries,, 
they  are  very  few  indeed.  There  are  more 
articles  included  in  the  class  known  as  the. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.]         Customs  and  Excise        [HOUSE.] 


Duties  BUI. 


549 


necessaries  of  life  than  tea  and  sugar;  and 
if  yon  exempt  from  taxation  altogether  the 
necessaries  of  life  you  will  have  a  very  small 
Customs  tariff.  It  is  very  popular,  nowadays, 
for  people  to  call  themselves  Liberals,  and  we 
find  in  this  colony  very  few  politicians  who  care 
to  be  termed  Conservative  or  Tory.  Has  it  ever 
occurred  to  honourable  gentlemen  that  the 
principles  of  Liberalism  are  totally  opposed  to 
the  spirit  of  protection  ?  What  does  protec- 
tion mean  ?  It  means  that  a  man  is  not  to  be 
allowed  to  exeroise  his  natural  right  to  buy 
and  sell  where  lie  likes.  What  does  Liberalism 
mean?  Liberalism  means  the  freedom  to 
do  that  which  a  man  wills,  to  use  the  phrase 
of  Herbert  Spencer,  provided  that  in  doing  so 
he  interferes  with  the  liberty  of  nobody  else. 
Surely  the  right  to  trade  is  one  of  the  first  of 
natural  rights.  Protection  proposes  to  take 
away  this  right.  I  have  heard  of  a  very  pious 
old  lady  who  gained  great  religious  consola- 
tion from  merely  uttering  that  blessed  word 
**  Mesopotamia,"  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
some  honourable  gentlemen  who  flatter  them- 
selves by  calling  themselves  Liberals,  not  know- 
ing what  the  word  means,  console  themselves 
very  much  after  the  same  fashion.  But  if 
tbey  really  understood  the  tenets  of  true 
Liberalism  they  would  find  it  impossible  to 
be  Protectionists.  Then,  I  would  point  out 
the  inconsistency  of  many  honourable  gentle- 
men who  call  themselves  Free-traders.  They 
say  that  they  are  Free-traders,  but  directly 
any  proposal  is  made  to  put  a  tax  upon  any 
articles  in  which  their  constituents  are  inter- 
ested they  at  once  become  Protectionists.  For 
my  part,  I  do  not  think  that  that  charge 
•can  he  levelled  against  me,  because  I  have 
voted  consistently  as  one  who  believes  in 
free-trade.  I  have  voted  for  every  proposal  in 
the  direction  of  a  reduction  of  taxation,  and 
to  put  articles  on  the  free  -  list,  and  I  have 
voted  against  every  proposal  to  increase  duties. 
Take  the  action  of  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth.  Last  year  that  honour- 
able gentleman  declared  in  most  emphatic 
(language  that  he  was  thoroughly  in  favour  of 
intercolonial  free- trade,  and  yet  this  year  he 
voted  every  evening  in  favour  of  increased 
•duties.  If  I  chose  it  would  be  easy  to  cite 
similar  examples.  Yet  many  of  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  anxious  to  oall  themselves 
Free-traders.  The  reason  why  I  object  so 
strongly  to  this  tariff  is  that  I  believe  it  is 
totally  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
masses  of  the  people.  Anything  that  makes 
goods  artificially  dear  must  have  the  effect 
of  decreasing  wages  —  because  manifestly  it 
comes  to  the  same  thing  as  reduction  of  wages 
if  you  make  the  goods  which  the  people  pur- 
chase with  their  wages  artificially  dear.  The 
wages  of  labour  are  the  real  encouragement  of 
industry.  Anything  that  discourages  or  lessens 
the  purchasing-power  of  the  people  affects  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  a  country,  for  trade 
and  commerce  must  depend  on  wages.  Con- 
sequently it  must  follow  that  anything  which 
decreases  the  earnings  of  labour,  as  protection 
-does,  must  be  against  the  interests  of  the 


whole  people.  When  we  come  to  look  into  the 
question  we  can  see  without  difficulty  that 
protection  cannot  possibly  have  the  slightest 
effect  in  raising  wages.  That  the  bringing  of  a 
few  industries  into  existence  in  the  towns  will 
in  any  degree  raise  wages  it  is  impossible  to 
believe.  We  are  simply  encouraging  our  popu- 
lation to  congregate  in  the  towns,  while  it 
ought  to  be  our  aim  to  discourage  that  as 
much  as  possible.  We  are  encouraging  this 
unfortunate  proclivity  on  the  part  of  the  people 
to  compete  for  employment  in  a  few  overdone 
industries,  and  the  result  is  that  wages  are 
brought  down.  I  may  be  asked,  if  opposed  to 
indirect  taxation,  how  I  propose  to  raise  the 
revenue.  If  I  had  my  way  it  would  be  a 
very  easy  thing  to  do  that.  Is  it  impossible  to 
increase  direct  taxation  ?  We  raise  in  this 
colony,  as  I  have  already  said,  over  a  million 
and  a  half  by  Customs  duties.  We  have  heard 
a  great  deal  about  the  changes  in  the  incidence 
of  taxation  from  the  property-  to  the  land-tax ; 
but  do  honourable  gentlemen  realise  that  the 
total  sum  raised  by  the  land-tax  amounts 
to  only  £270,000  a  year?  And  yet  there  is 
the  enormous  sum  I  have  mentioned  raised 
through  Customs  duties  from  the  people.  There 
is  nothing  at  all  impracticable  in  the  policy 
now  being  adopted  by  New  8outh  Wales ;  and 
why  should  we  not  adopt  a  similar  policy  here  ? 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  claims  to  be  a 
Free-trader,  but,  to  my  mind,  the  reason  why 
he  and  those  with  him  do  not  gain  the  ear  of 
the  people  is  that,  though  they  denounce  the 
Customs  duties,  they  never  tell  how  they  pro- 
pose to  raise  the  revenue.  I  make  no  secret  of 
it — I  would  increase  the  land-tax.  If  the  land- 
tax  were  doubled,  and  exemptions  abolished, 
it  would  be  better  for  everybody,  including  the 
owners  of  land,  because  there  would  then  be 
a  reduotion  in  the  Customs  duties,  and  it  would 
be  far  preferable  for  the  farmers  of  the  colony 
to  pay  direot  taxation,  and  have  the  multi- 
farious duties  they  now  pay  remitted  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.— How  many  farmers 
are  there  in  your  electorate  ? 

Mr.  O' REGAN.— I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  allow  me  to  proceed.  Suffer- 
ing, as  I  am,  from  such  a  severe  cold,  I  do 
not  wish  to  argue  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber; but  there  is  a  considerable  number  of 
farmers  in  my  electorate.  The  honourable  * 
gentleman  thinks,  perhaps,  it  is  impossible 
for  a  man  holding  my  views  to  represent 
farmers.  But  I  tilled  the  soil  myself  whon 
fourteen  years  old,  and  I  am  prepared  to  go  on 
any  platform  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  argue  that  direct  taxation  is  far  more  in 
the  interests  of  farmers  than  the  present  system 
of  indireot  taxation.  I  think  it  is  a  very  wise 
policy  to  encourage  people  to  settle  down  and 
make  homes  for  themselves  in  the  country  ; 
but  here  we  have  a  system  whioh  makes  it  im- 
possible for  a  man  to  do  so.  Under  our  system 
of  indireot  taxation  the  larger  a  man's  family 
is  the  more  taxation  he  has  to  pay.  Is  this  a 
wise  system?  The  more  children  a  man  is 
blessed  with  the  more  articles  of  daily  con- 
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sumption  he  requires,  and  the  more  taxa- 
tion he  has  to  pay  accordingly.  Yet  we  are 
told  this  is  Liberalism.  I  exceedingly  regret 
that  any  party  of  men  claiming  to  be  Liberals 
should  advocate  a  policy  so  anti-Liberal  as 
that.  Go  to  the  Liberal  party  in  England : 
would  they  advocate  a  policy  of  this  kind? 
Would  Cobden,  Bright,  or  Gladstone  advocate 
such  a  policy?  Yet  it  is  those  men  that  we 
look  up  to  as  being  the  real  champions  of  the 
Liberal  cause.  I  could  not  help  remarking  that 
when  the  Treasurer  was  in  the  Old  Country 
recently  his  remarks  on  the  tariff  question 
were  very  guarded.  Beading  his  speeches  I 
could  not  but  admire  the  dexterity  with  which 
he  addressed  free-trade  audiences.  He  did  not 
say  anything  about  protecting  native  industries 
or  tariff  reform,  because  he  knew  the  audiences 
he  was  addressing.  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to 
make  a  speech  to-night,  and  only  rose  because 
I  feel  very  strongly  on  this  question.  I  regret 
exceedingly  to  see  the  people  so  apathetio  on 
this  great  question,  for  they  are  the  real  arbi- 
ters. But  the  curse  of  indirect  taxation  is 
that  it  robs  the  people  so  insidiously  and 
quietly  that  they  do  not  feel  it,  and,  as  Pitt 
said  a  hundred  years  ago,  by  direot  taxation 
you  may  cause  revolt,  because  it  interfered 
with  vested  interests,  but  by  indirect  taxation 
you  could  tax  the  last  rag  from  the  back  and 
the  last  bite  from  the  mouth,  and,  though  the 
people  would  complain  of  dull  times,  they 
would  never  dream  that  they  were  caused  by 
taxation.  These  remarks  were  made  by  Pitt 
in  the  last  century,  and  they  apply  with  equal 
foroe  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to-day.  It 
has  been  said  that  they  who  would  be  free 
must  strike  the  blow  themselves,  and  so  it 
must  be.  Till  the  people  use  the  power  they 
possess  to  sweep  away  this  elaborate  system  of 
refined  pillage,  they  must  suffer  the  wrongs  for 
which  it  is  responsible.  I  shall  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  any  longer.  I  only  regret  I 
have  been  unable  to  speak  under  more  favour- 
able circumstances  on  a  question  on  which  I 
feel  bo  strongly. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  of  course, 
regards  the  fiscal  question  entirely  from  one 
standpoint  —  that  of  the  particular  kind  of 
taxation  with  whioh  he  is  identified— the  single- 
tax.  It  may  be  quite  correct,  as  he  stated, 
that  in  early  life  the  honourable  gentleman 
followed  the  plough  and  was  brought  up  in 
connection  with  farming  pursuits,  but  if  he 
visits  any  of  the  agricultural  districts  in  Canter- 
bury he  will  have  great  difficulty  in  proving 
that  the  panacea  for  all  the  ills  under  whioh 
the  oolony  is  suffering  is  to  double  the  land- 
tax.  It  would  have  to  be  considerably  more 
than  doubled,  because,  while  the  taxation  of 
the  colony  is  about  two  and  a  half  millions, 
the  amount  of  the  land-tax  is  only  about 
JB800,000.  When  we  remember  the  difficulty 
the  farming-classes  have  at  present  in  making 
both  ends  meet,  we  may  feel  sure  this  proposal 
will  not  be  looked  upon  favourably,  at  any  rate, 
by  the  farming- class  of  the  oolony.  I  think  the 
roundest  view  in  oonneotion  with. the  tariff  in 
Mr.  0' Began 


this  country  was  laid  down  by  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son is  1887.  He  laid  down,  if  I  remember  cor- 
rectly, these  principles :  First,  that  the  tariff 
was  for  the  purpose  of  providing  revenue  for 
the  government  of  the  colony ;  secondly,  that 
in  providing  this  revenue,  it  should  be  as  far 
as  possible  done  in  a  way  which  would  assist 
the  industries  of  the  colony ;  and,  thirdly,  while 
assisting  the  industries  of  the  colony,  the  just 
and  reasonable  rights  of  the  consumer  should 
be  borne  in  mind.  These  principles  are  sound , 
and  I  think  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be 
borne  in  mind  by  any  Government  which  en- 
deavours Co  revise  the  tariff  of  the  oolony.  I 
must  express  my  disappointment  in  connec- 
tion with  the  tariff  as  it  has  been  brought 
down,  as  it  has  been  carried  through  the  House, 
and  as  it  has  been  finally  passed.  There  hae 
been  all  through  an  amount  of  "  backing  and 
filling"  which  has  been  surprising,  and  the 
feeling  of  unrest  has  been  unprecedented,  be- 
cause the  proposals  of  the  Government  had  not 
been  fully  thought  out  before  being  brought 
down.  The  primary  object  in  revising  the 
tariff  was  that  the  anomalies  that  existed  in  it 
should  be  removed,  and  that  the  industries  of 
the  colony  should  be  assisted.  I  fail  to  see 
that  in  either  of  those  respects  the  tariff  is  any 
better  than  the  one  that  preceded  it.  There 
are  numerous  anomalies  stUl  remaining  in  con- 
nection with  it.  The  cost  of  living  has  not 
been  reduced,  neither  have  the  industries  of 
the  colony  received  any  appreciable  benefit. 
The  fact  is — and  it  is  just  as  well  to  face 
the  position  —  that  the  primary  object  in  re- 
vising the  tariff  has  been  to  strengthen  the 
Treasurer's  finance,  and  there  can  be  little- 
doubt  that  the  effect  of  the  tariff  as  passed 
will  be  to  strengthen  materially  the  finance 
of  the  Government,  although  there  are  one 
or  two  not  very  material  concessions  to  tbe 
public.  The  effect  of  the  tariff  will  be* 
as  I  have  said,  to  materially  strengthen  the- 
finance  of  the  Government,  both  for  the  pre- 
sent and  for  the  future.  I  fully  recognise 
that  in  dealing  with  the  tariff  that  the  Govern- 
ment found  themselves  in  a  position  of  very 
great  difficulty.  In  the  first  iii  stance,  they 
found  an  Opposition  small  in  numbers,  per- 
haps, yet  possessing  considerable  energy  and 
strength — an  Opposition  professing  as  one  of 
its  principles  free- trade.  Now,  although  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  have  from  time  to- 
time  -throughout  the  divisions  laid  aside  the 
question  of  free-trade,  recognising,  no  doubt, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  found  a  political  party 
at  present  upon  the  question  of  free-trade, 
yet  opposition  to  the  tariff  proposals  has  been 
shown  to  some  extent  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  The  fact  is  that  the  Government's  own 
party  is  composed,  amongst  other  sections,  of  a 
farming  seotion,  and  that  section  of  the  party 
has  tried  at  every  possible  point  to  extort  con- 
cessions from  the  Government  for  themselves. 
And  they  have  refused  to  recognise  the  de- 
sirability of  the  tariff  being  adjusted  for  the- 
purpose  of  strengthening  and  aiding  the  indus- 
tries of  the  colony.  There  oan  be  no  doubt 
that  this  fact  has  accentuated  the  difficulty  of 
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the  Government  in  dealing  with  this  matter. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned  personally,  1  am  what 
might  be  defined  as  a  moderate  Protectionist. 
I  believe  that  it  is  necessary  in  this  colony 
that  some  industries  should  receive  assistance 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  over  the  criti- 
cal point  in  their  existence,  after  which  they 
would  be  able  to  walk  alone.  I  think  the  ex- 
perience of  the  colony  up  to  the  present  has 
justified  that  contention,  for  we  find  that  those 
industries  now  in  existence,  principally  the 
iron,  leather,  and  agricultural- implement  in- 
dustries, have  been  brought  to  a  fairly  strong 
position  in  consequence  of  that  measure  of 
protection  which  they  have  received  in  years 
past.  That  being  the  case,  I  think  it  is  only 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  were  the  same  prin- 
ciple applied  to  other  industries  they  would  be 
brought  to  a  paying-point,  and  the  colony  would 
be  enabled  by  reason  of  these  manufactures  to 
do  without  importations  from  other  countries. 
My  special  object,  however,  in  connection  with 
the  tariff — and  I  think  throughout  the  dis- 
cussions I  have  made  it  evident — has  been  to 
bring  out  the  fact  that  the  masses  of  the 
people  were  not  receiving  sufficient  conces- 
sions from  a  Liberal  Government  in  connec- 
tion with  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  living. 
In  the  course  of  the  debate  on  the  Financial 
Statement  I  suggested  that  the  whole  of 
the  tea  duty  should  be  removed, — that  we 
should  concentrate  the  reductions  upon  that 
one  item, — that  in  order  to  make  up  any  defi- 
ciency the  beer  duty  should  be  increased,  and 
that  other  concessions  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  surrendered.  Sir,  throughout 
the  discussion  of  this  tariff  I  have  endeavoured 
to  bring  about  an  increase  in  the  beer  duty, 
and  I  have  to  express  on  this  occasion  my  re- 
gret that,  while  a  Liberal  Government  thought 
it  desirable  to  bring  in  duties  on  fruit  which 
would  have  returned  £30,000,  they  have  re- 
frained from  taxing  beer.  I  understand  that 
beer  is  sold  at  the  rate  of  about  twenty- four 
glasses  to  the  gallon,  and  it  would  have  been 
a  very  small  matter  indeed  had  the  Govern- 
ment upon  that  quantity  levied  a  duty  of 
ljd.  more.  A  small  duty  like  that  would  have 
returned  over  £30,000.  I  am  told,  however, 
that  there  are  two  explanations  why  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  care  to  increase  the  beer  duty. 
One  is  that  it  is  a  nest-egg  that  can  be  used  at 
any  time  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  sum  of 
£30,000  or  more  in  an  easy  way.  The  other 
reason,  I  am  told,  is  that  the  Government  have 
an  opinion  that  the  teetotal  and  temperance 
section  of  the  colony  does  not  favour  them,  and 
they  therefore  fear  to  increase  the  liquor  in- 
terest. I  think  the  Government  ought  to  lay 
down  a  fiscal  policy  based  upon  clear  and 
sound  lines,  and  stand  by  it.  The  great  de- 
fect of  this  Government — and  it  applies  not 
only  to  this  tariff,  but  to  nearly  all  its  policy 
— is  that  it  is  everlastingly  endeavouring  to 
compromise.  To  use  a  phrase  which  was  in- 
troduced in  the  course  of  the  debate  by  a  pro- 
minent member  of  the  House,  they  exhibit  a 
tendency  to  split  the  difference,  and  it  is  this 
constant  policy  of  splitting  the  difference  that 


will,  when  the  time  comes,  cause  the  ruin  and 
downfall  of  the  Ministry.  It  is  better,  in  my 
opinion,  for  a  political  party  to  fall  fighting  for 
its  principles  than  to  sacrifice  those  principles 
to  a  policy  of  expediency — better  to  be  defeated 
than  to  gain  a  temporary  victory  by  the  sacrifice 
of  its  principles.  We  know  that,  through  the 
swing  of  the  politioal  pendulum,  the  Liberal 
successes  of  1890  and  1893  may,  in  course  of 
time,  be  succeeded  by  a  Conservative  reaction. 
It  is  therefore  better  for  a  political  party  that 
it  should  go  down  temporarily,  fighting  for  the 
principles  that  it  professes,  than  that  it  should 
remain  in  power  and  retain  that  position  for  a 
time  in  the  country  by  sacrificing  principles 
to  a  policy  of  expediency.  That  is  the  point 
where  this  Government  will  fail,  and  may 
have  to  give  way  to  a  Tory  party  through  losing 
their  hold  upon  the  Liberal  party.  The  Liberal 
party  of  this  colony  is  a  solid  body,  prepared  to 
stand  by  the  Government  in  everything  pro- 
gressive in  connection  with  their  proposals; 
but  it  is  better,  if  there  is  a  reaction,  that  the 
Government  should  be  able  to  stand  on  fixed 
grounds  of  principle,  and  be  defeated  on  them, 
than  simply  on  this  policy  of  compromise.  In 
my  opinion  that  is  the  weakness  of  this  tariff. 
It  is  not  a  Liberal  tariff,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  not  a  Conservative  tariff.  I  have 
not  time  to  define  what  it  is  ;  but  had  the  Go- 
vernment stood  on  firm  ground  they  could 
have  set  before  the  country  a  policy  that  the 
Liberal  party  would  have  given  effect  to.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  they  will  receive  little  thanks 
from  the  Protectionists,  for  this  is  not  a 
protective  tariff ;  they  will  receive  no  com- 
mendation from  the  Free-traders,  for  this  is 
not  a  free-trade  tariff ;  and  they  will  simply  be 
in  the  position  of  the  man  who  tried  to  please 
both  parties,  and  who  fell  between  the  two 
stools.  So  far  as  the  fruit  industry  is  concerned 
I  have  supported  the  Government  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  have  taken  the  line  I  have  mentioned 
on  acoount  of  being  a  moderate  Protectionist. 
There  are  some  fruits  —  such  as  apples  and 
pears — which  are  at  present  brought  into  this 
colony,  but  which  the  colony  can  produce.  I 
mvself,  when  living  in  the  Waikato,  saw  mag- 
nificent collections  of  fruit  which  could  not  find 
a  market  on  account  of  the  large  shipments 
thrown  upon  our  shores  from  Australia;  and 
I  have  had  a  similar  experience  in  Canterbury. 
The  duty  now  fixed  by  law  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
fair  one,  and,  while  assisting  our  own  producers 
materially,  will  not  increase  the  cost  of  fruit, 
but  will  have  the  effect  of  preserving  the 
New  Zealand  market  for  the  New-Zealanders. 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  do  not  remember  a  vote 
I  have  given  in  connection  with  this  tariff -dis- 
cussion that  I  would  wish  to  alter.  J  have 
stated  what  I  believe  to  be  the  line  my  con- 
stituents  sent  me  here  to  take,  and  have  no- 
thing to  regret  in  connection  with  what  I  have 
done  at  any  single  point.  Up  to  a  certain 
point  I  voted  for  all  reductions,  because  I 
wished,  if  possible,  to  foroe  the  Government  to 
increase  the  duty  on  beer ;  but  after  I  saw  the 
feeling  of  the  House  on  the  matter  I  then  did 
what  I  could  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening 
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the  Government  finance  against  the  attacks 
which  were  made  upon  it. 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  2 

8. 

Cadman 

Lawry 

Russell,  G.  W 

Oarncross 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Carnell 

McKenzie, 

R.    Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

McLachlan        Tanner 

Flatman 

McNab 

Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Guinness 

Meredith 

Hall 

Millar 

Harris 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Hogg 
Kelly,  J.  W. 

Morrison 

Maslin 

Parata 

Pinkerton. 

Nobs,  1 

3. 

Bell 

Heke 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

Massey 

Allen 

Hall-Jones 

Russell,  W.  R.   Newman. 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Carroll 

Mitchelson 

Crowther 

Hutchison,  G. 

Duncan 

Wilson 

Houston 

Stout 

Hutchison,  W. 

O'Regan 

Joyce 

Button 

Kelly,.  W. 

Duthie 

McKenzie,  J. 

Buchanan 

Montgomery 

McGuire 

Reeves 

Green 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Buick 

Stevens 

Fraser 

Willis. 

Lang. 

Majority  for,  20. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  two 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  27th  September,  1895. 

First  Reading— Second  Reading— Births  and  Vacci- 
nations—Unclassified Societies  Registration  Bill. 

The  Hon.   the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READING. 
Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Census  Bill. 

BIRTHS  AND  VACCINATIONS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BO  WEN  moved,  That  a  return 
be  laid  on  the  table  showing  the  number  of 
births  in  the  colony  during  the  last  ten  years, 
from  1886  to  1895,  inclusive,  and  the  number  of 
vaccinations  during  the  same  period.  Some 
alarm  was  felt  at  the  progress  small-pox  was 
making  in  different  places  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  ;  and  it  was  generally  believed  that 
there  was  a  great  slackness  in  the  matter  of 

Mr.  G.  W.  Russell 


vaccination  throughout  this  oolony.  He  moved 
the  motion  with  a  desire  to  obtain  reliable  in- 
formation as  to  what  proportion  vaccinations 
bore  to  the  birthn  during  the  last  few  years. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  that  the 
Official  Year-book,  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
shortly,  would  give  information  upon  this  mat- 
ter for  the  last  seven  years,  and,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wished  it,  he  could  go  back  and 
get  information  for  the  ten  years. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  said  it  would  be  satis- 
factory if  the  Colonial  Secretary  would  under- 
take, if  the  book  was  not  ready  by  the  end 
of  the  session,  to  lay  the  information  he  had 
asked  for  on  the  table. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  was  rather  glad 
the  mover  had  raised  this  question.  In  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  colony  there  was  a  feeling  of 
antagonism  to  compulsory  vaccination ;  and  he 
hoped,  when  the  matter  was  brought  forward 
again,  an  opportunity  would  be  given  to  dis- 
cuss it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  was  sorry  to 
hear  that  there  was  even  a  suggestion  adverse  to 
vaocination.  He  thought  the  day  was  long  gone 
by  when  any  sensible  person  would  object  to 
vaccination,  in  view  of  the  proof 'of  its  efficacy, 
which  intelligent  minds  had  made  an  absolute 
certainty.  Last  year  he  happened  to  be  in 
Scotland,  in  a  certain  town  where  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  local  authori- 
ties regarding  the  operation  of  the  Vaccination 
Act.  In  consequence  the  Act  was  rendered 
inoperative,  and  the  result  was  an  immediate 
spread  of  small-pox;  the  hospitals  were  filled 
by  persons  who  were  made  small-pox  patients 
through  the  neglect  of  the  recalcitrant  local 
authority.  Their  action  was  the  means  of 
disseminating  small-pox  for  a  hundred  miles 
round  by  means  of  railways.  He  was  sorry  to 
hear  a  word  of  reflection  cast  upon  the  absolute 
necessity  for  the  stringent  carrying-out  of  the 
vaccination  law. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  had  merely  asked 
the  question  thinking  that  the  matter  was  not 
going  to  be  debated.  He  certainly  thought  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Walker  had  misconstrued  his  motive 
in  regard  to  the  matter.  He  thought  the  ques- 
tion would  have  come  up  for  discussion  when 
the  return  moved  for  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber opposite  was  laid  on  the  table ;  and,  when 
that  was  done,  he  would  have  been  prepared  to 
point  out  reasons  showing  that  there  was  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  the  colony  in  regard  to 
the  operation  of  the  Act.  Seeing  that  this 
difference  did  exist,  he  wished  to  endeavour  to 
point  out  that  compulsory  vaccination,  in  his 
opinion,  was  a  mistake,  simply  beoause  it  was 
not  carried  out  in  the  manner  it  was  on  the 
Continent,  where  vaccination  every  seven  years 
was  compulsory.  Here  it  was  only  done  onoe ; 
and  many  strongly  objected  to  vaccination, 
owing  to  the  risk  from  impure  vaccine.  He 
had  heard  of  some  extraordinary  results  hap- 
pening to  children  after  they  had  been  vacci- 
nated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN,  in  reply  to  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  said  the  return  mentioned 
in  the  Year-book  would  be  perfectly  satisfac- 
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tory.  The  honourable  member  had  been  good 
-enough  to  hand  him  a  proof-sheet  of  that  pub- 
lication, and  if  it  were  laid  on  the  table  it 
would  be  quite  sufficient.  He  would  ask  him, 
if  there  was  any  difficulty  about  the  issue  of 
this  book  before  the  end  of  the  session,  to  lay 
the  information  on  the  table  in  some  other 
form.  The  position  was  sufficiently  alarming, 
.as,  judging  from  the  figures  he  held  in  his  hand, 
it  showed  that  in  1894  the  births  amounted  to 
18,528,  and  the  vaccinations  to  only  9,000  — 
that  was  to  say,  that  only  one  child  in  every 
two  was  vaccinated  throughout  the  oolony. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— You  must 
•count  the  deaths. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  said  the  children 
were  vaccinated  very  young.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Jennings  bad  spoken  of  the  disinclination  of 
some  people  to  vaccinate.  No  doubt  the  ques- 
tion was  debatable  as  to  how  vaccination  was 
best  enforced ;  and  he  thought  that  much 
greater  care  should  be  taken  as  to  the  supply 
of  calf-lymph.  He  thought  that  vaccination 
-should  be  enforced,  and  that  was  a  general 
•opinion  in  all  civilised  nations.  He  was  as- 
tonished at  the  objection  to  vaccination  at  a 
time  when  we  had  begun  to  learn  why  vaccina- 
tion was  effective.  We  knew  more  why  vacci- 
nation was  effective  since  Pasteur's  researches 
than  in  the  days  when  it  was  accepted  simply 
as  a  practical  remedy.  Now  they  knew  why  it 
was  such  a  practical  safeguard  against  a  terrible 
scourge.  He  felt  strongly  that  steps  ought  to 
be  taken  to  enforce  the  present  law  far  more 
stringently  than  it  was  enforced  at  the  present 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  desired  to 
say  that  he  was  glad  to  learn  that  he  had  mis- 
oonstrued  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jennings's  remarks 
regarding  vaccination,  in  referring  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  an  opponent  of  the 
practice. 

Motion,  amended  to  read  "for  the  years  from 
1887  to  1894,"  agreed  to. 

UNCLASSIFIED  SOCIETIES  REGISTRA- 
TION BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving, 
Thai  this  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time%  said 
that  a  short  time  ago  a  deputation,  composed 
of  representatives  of  different  clubs,  such  as 
rowing  clubs  and  football  clubs,  and  other 
kindred  associations,  waited  upon  the  Pre- 
mier and  represented  the  unsatisfactory  posi- 
tion in  which  they  were  placed  through  Laving 
no  status.  Some  of  these  associations  had 
-acquired  very  large  sums  of  money,  which  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees  who  could 
•do  what  they  liked  with  it,  the  members  of 
the  association  having  no  voice  in  the  matter. 
There  had  been  some  abuses,  although  not 
many,  he  was  happy  to  say.  To  prevent  simi- 
lar occurrences,  however,  it  was  thought  de- 
sirable that  such  clubs  should  be  given  some 
recognised  status,  as  provided  in  the  Bill.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  a  very  simple  one.  The 
societies  registering  under  it  were  to  be  called 
unclassified  societies,  and  the  2nd  section  of 
the  Bill  explained  what  an  unclassified  society 


meant.  It  meant  "any  society  of  not  less 
than  fifteen  persons  associated  for  any  lawful 
purpose  (not  being  for  pecuniary  gain),  and 
unable  to  register  or  become  incorporated  under 
any  existing  enactment."  It  appeared  that 
these  societies  had  no  desire  to  be  incorporated 
under  the  Joint- stock  Companies  Act,  and 
they  could  not  be  incorporated  under  the 
Friendly  Societies  Act,  which  would  be  for  the 
purposes  of  gain.  The  term  "  pecuniary  gain  " 
was  also  explained  in  the  Bill ;  and  it  was  also 
provided  that  on  the  chairman  of  a  meeting 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  registering  under 
the  Act  declaring  that  the  Bociety  was  de- 
sirous of  becoming  incorporated,  it  could  be 
registered  in  a  book  kept  by  the  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Societies;  and,  upon  a  certifi- 
cate being  issued  for  their  becoming  a  cor- 
poration, they  were  allowed  succession  and  a 
seal.  No  member  was  allowed  to  obtain  any 
pecuniary  gain  whatever,  except  by  way  of 
trophies,  prizes,  or  prize-money.  Provision  was 
made  in  the  Bill  by  which  societies  could 
make  their  own  regulations,  and  hold  property 
for  specific  purposes  ;  and  there  was  also  provi- 
sion by  which  a  member  could  leave  the  asso- 
ciation, subject  to  the  conditions  contained  in 
clause  11.  Clause  12  provided  how  an  associa- 
tion might  dissolve.  Many  of  these  associa- 
tions held  very  extensive  properties,  and  sums 
of  money,  but  it  was  vested  in  trustees  over 
whom  they  had  no  control.  The  Star  Boating 
Club,  in  Wellington,  had  property  amounting  to 
over  £2,000  in  value,  but,  fortunately,  it  was  in 
the  hands  of  honest  trustees,  and  the  institu- 
tion had  been  a  great  success.  This  Bill  would 
place  such  clubs  in  a  proper  position,  and  give 
them  a  status.  He  hoped  the  Council  would 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  raise  any  objection  to  the 
Bill,  but  he  believed*  that  it  was  absolutely 
unnecessary,  as  there  was  a  provision  in  the 
Companies  Act,  under  the  heading  of  *•  Associa- 
tions Not  for  Profit,"  which  would  meet  the 
case.  The  matter  had  been  very  carefully 
considered  by  himself  and  others ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  provision  in  the  Companies  Act  en- 
abled any  society  or  club,  whether  an  athletic 
society  or  not,  to  register  itself  as  a  joint-stock 
company  without  any  expense,  ana,  in  fact, 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  that  could  be 
desired.  The  only  condition  was  contained  in 
the  enabling  clause — clause  21 — of  "  The  Com- 
panies Act,  1882  " ;  and  so  long  as  the  associa- 
tion was  for  •«  any  useful  object,"  not  being  one 
of  profit,  the  Act  could  be  taken  advantage  of. 
He  believed  there  was  no  doubt  in  the  matter ; 
and,  although  there  might  be  some  people  whe 
expressed  a  doubt  that  the  provision  did  not 
cover  the  objects  which  were  intended  to  be 
oovered  by  the  Bill,  he  had  not  the  least  doubt 
that  it  was  so.  Every  art  society  in  the  oolony, 
and  every  society  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
art,  had  taken  advantage  of  this  provision.  If 
the  Attorney- General  was  prepared  to  say  that 
the  Bill  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  that  the 
provision  he  had  pointed  out  was  not  sufficient, 
it  would  be  news  to  him.    It  was  scarcely 
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advisable  that  the  Bill  should  pats  as  being  an 
acknowledged  necessity,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  stated,  and  of  which  there  could 
be  no  doubt. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  had  looked  at  the 
Bill,  and  thought  it  was  one  that  would  meet 
with  the  approval  of  every  athletic  association 
throughout  the  colony.  The  main  feature  of 
it  hod  been  clearly  indicated  lay  the  Colonial 
Secretary— that  was,  in  regard  to  the  funds  of 
these  bodies,  which  were  now  becoming  very 
considerable.  At  present  they  were  liable,  at 
times,  to  be  misappropriated.  He  had  known 
two  or  three  instances  that  had  occurred,  where 
sums  of  money  belonging  to  athletic  associa- 
tions had  gone  in  the  wrong  direction,  and 
the  societies  themselves  bad  suffered.  He 
remembered  a  deputation  that  had  waited  upon 
the  Premier  to  ask  him  to  bring  in  this  Bill, 
and  he  thought  their  wishes  were  embodied  in 
the  measure.  While  going  a  long  way  towards 
meeting  the  views  of  the  deputation,  the  Bill, 
in  his  opinion,  did  not  go  far  enough.  For  in- 
stance :  the  main  object  was  to  save  the  funds 
of  these  associations;  and  the  Star  Boating 
Club,  which  was  worth  something  like  £2,000, 
had  been  given  as  a  case.  It  was  also  stated,  in 
regard  to  this  club,  that  the  trustees  were  men 
in  whom  every  confidence  was  placed ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, in  all  athletic  bodies  a  very  popular 
man  sometimes  was  elected  trustee,  and,  al- 
though with  the  best  intentions  to  conserve 
the  interests  of  the  society,  sometimes  tempta- 
tion would  be  placed  in  his  way,  and  he  did 
what  was  called  "  the  Pacific  slope."  He  would 
like  to  see  added  to  section  4  a  provision 
to  the  following  effect:  "No  funds  shall  be 
disposed  of  unless  decided  by  a  two-thirds  ma- 
jority of  the  members  present."  This  was 
a  reasonable  proposal,  and  would  prevent  one 
or  two  trustees,  or  a  small  meeting,  from  doing 
anything  in  respect  to  the  funds  which  was  not 
in  consonance  with  the  wishes  of  the  majority 
of  the  members.  Football,  which  was  supposed 
to  have  become  a  national  game,  had  a  great 
hold  on  our  people ;  and  several  clubs  now 
possessed  funds  ranging  from  £2,000  to  £8,000, 
and  the  association  in  the  district  he  came 
from  contemplated  purchasing  a  large  section 
of  ground,  which  would  cost  them  £4,000  or 
£5,000.  Seeing  that  the  public  contributed  in 
a  great  measure  to  the  funds  of  such  clubs,  it 
was  only  right  that  the  public  should  ask  that 
proper  provision  should  be  made  to  insure  that 
the  funds  should  not  be  spent  in  any  manner 
that  the  members  of  the  club  did  not  desire. 
He  noticed  in  regard  to  the  Bill  that  no  pro- 
vision had  been  made  as  to  where  the  registered 
office  of  the  club  should  be.  In  the  case  of  the 
Star  Boating  Club,  in  Wellington,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty,  if  they  desired  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  in  having  it 
stated  where  their  registered  office  was,  in  order 
that  the  .Registrar  might  know  whither  to  send 
communications,  and  to  which  notices  could 
be  addressed.  There  would  also  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  any  other  part  of  New  Zealand,  for 
all  these  associations  had  recognised  places  for 
meeting.  If  this  were  not  done,  it  appeared 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens 


to  him  that  the  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies,, 
who  would  have  the  working  of  the  Act,  would 
not  know  where  to  send  his  communications. 
The  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  such  as  he 
thougnt  would  meet  the  approval  of  the  athletic 
bodies,  and  he  should  support  it. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  that  one 
of  the  objects  of  the  Bill  was  not  provided  for 
in  the  Companies  Act.  He  was  assured,  by 
those  who  knew  more  about  the  working  of 
these  things  than  he  did,  that  the  Bill  was  e> 
neoessity,  and  for  that  reason  it  was  intro- 
duced. 

Bill  read  tbe  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  three- 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  27th  September,  1895. 

Securities  held  in  London— Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale- 
Control  BUI. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half -past- 
two  o'olook. 

Pbayebs. 

SECURITIES  HELD  IN  LONDON. 

Mr.  LARNACH  brought  up  the  following: 
report  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  and 
moved,  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the  table : — 

"  The  Committee,  after  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  sending  to  London  the  securities- 
held  by  the  Post  Office,  the  Public  Trust  Office,, 
and  the  Government  Life  Assurance  Depart- 
ment, find  that  it  was  not  contrary  to  law  for 
the  custodians  in  the  colony  to  send  the  securi- 
ties to  custodians  in  London,  assuming  that  the 
law  allowed  the  appointment  of  the  custodians* 
outside  of  the  colony.  As  to  this,  however,, 
there  is  a  doubt;  and,  such  being  the  case* 
looking  at  the  necessity  from  time  to  time  of 
having  to  send  securities  to  London  for  conver- 
sion purposes,  it  is  desirable  that  the  law  should 
be  amended  so  as  to  permit  custodians  in  Lon- 
don being  appointed,  as  well  as  in  the  colony, 
proper  safeguards  being  provided  meanwhile 
in  respect  to  all  securities  during  transit  to- 
London. 

'-Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  thai 
legislation  be  immediately  introduced  to  place 
the  securities  referred  to  in  an  undoubtedly 
safe  position." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  it  was  imposssble 
to  take  the  whole  subject  in  as  the  report  was 
read.  Would  the  Premier  tell  them  if  the 
Government  had  any  intention  of  bringing  in 
legislation,  or  how  the  matter  was  to  be  dealt 
with  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  position  was  this: 
The  matter  had  been  delayed  for  some  time, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Pa  tea,  who  had  moved  in  it  in  the  Public; 
Accounts  Committee.  The  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  who  had  also- 
moved  in  the  matter,  was  away.    According  to» 
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the  latest  information,  they  did  sot  expect  the 
honourable  member  fox  Patea  to  return  for 
another  fortnight.  The  Committee  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  matter  was  so  urgent 
that,  at  this  stage  of  the  session,  they  should 
deal  with  it,  and  had  done  so.  A  Bill  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
had  been  prepared  for  some  time,  but  the 
Government  desired  that  the  Committee  should 
come  to  a  conclusion  before  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced. A  Bill  would  be  introduced  forthwith 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee.  He  might  men- 
tion that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  this 
matter  was  unanimous. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 
BILL. 

On  the  question  of  going  into  Committee  on 
this  Bill, 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  Mr.  Joyce  do 
take  the  ohair. 

The  House  divided. 


Bell 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Carnell 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Eraser 

Graham 

Guinness 

Hall 

Harris 

Heke 

Hogg 


Ayes,  44. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Lang 
Larnach 
Lawry 
Maslin 
MoGowan 
MoGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 

Mitchelson 
Montgomery 
Morrison 


O'Regan 
Pirani 
Reeves 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Stevens 
Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
Pinkerton. 


Newman 
Wilson. 


Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
MoLachlan. 


Noes,  7. 
Allen 

Buchanan 
McKenzie,  R. 

Majority  for,  87. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  (for  Sir  R.  Stout)  moved 
the  insertion  of  the  following  new  clause  : — 

41  Every  husband,  wife,  parent,  ohild,  guard- 
ian, or  employer,  or  other  person  who  is  in- 
jured in  person,  property,  or  means  of  support 
by  an  intoxicated  person,  or  in  consequence  of 
the  intoxication,  habitual  or  otherwise,  of  any 
person,  or  in  consequence  of  any  aocident 
happening  to  such  intoxicated  person  caused 
wholly  or  in  part  by  such  intoxication,  shall 
have  a  right  of  action,  severally  or  jointly, 
against  any  person  who  by  selling  or  giving 
intoxicating  liquor  has  caused  wholly  or  in 
part  suoh  intoxication." 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes,  18. 
Bell  Earnshaw         Joyce 

Butck  Flatman  Lang 

Carnell  Hutchison,  W.  Mackenzie,  T. 


McNab 

Tanner 

Tellers. 

Meredith 

Thompson, 

R.   Maslin 

Montgomery 

Wilson. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Newman 

Nobs,  32. 

Allen 

Heke 

Pinkerton 

Buohanan 

Hogg 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Larnach 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Carncross 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Crowther 

McKenzie, 

J.    Smith,  E.  M. 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  R.     Stevens 

Fraser 

McLachlax 

i        Steward 

Graham 

Millar 

Thompson,  T. 

Green 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Morrison 

Collins 

Harris 

O'Regan 

Lawry. 

Paibs 

For 

Against. 

Buddo 

Mackintosh 

Hall-Jones 

Kelly,  W. 

Kelly,  J 

.  W. 

Duthie 

Massey 

Ward 

Pirani 

Parata 

Russell, 

G.  W. 

Carroll 

Stout. 

Houston. 

Majority  against,  14. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved  the  insertion  of 
the  following  new  clause:  "Every  general 
election  day  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  Sunday 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Licensing  Aot." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Bell 

Buick 

Button 

Carnell 

Earnshaw 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 

Heke 

Buohanan 

Cadman 

Carncross 

Collins 

Crowther 

Duncan 

Fraser 

Graham 

Green 

Hall 


Ayes,  24. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Joyce 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 

Noes,  29. 
Hogg 
Kelly,  W. 
Larnach 
Lawry 
McGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McLaohlan 
Mills 

Montgomery 
O'Regan 


Mitchelson 
Newman 
Steward 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 

Tellers. 
Flatman 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Reeves 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Stevens 
Thompson,  T. 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
McKenzie,  R. 
Pinkerton. 


For. 
Buddo 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Massey 
Pirani 

Russell,  G.  W. 
Stout. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Mackintosh 
Duthie 
Ward 
Parata 
Carroll 
Houston. 


Majority  against,  5. 

New  olause  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  Every  day  on  which  the  election  of  a- 
Licensing  Committee   takes   place,   or  upo» 
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which  the  poll  for  the  local  or  national  option 
under  this  Act  is  taken,  shall  be  and  be  deemed 
to  be  a  public  holiday." 

Mr.  LARNACH  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
insert  "after  midday"  after  "  holiday." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  inserted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  add  the  words, 
-"and  such  half  holiday  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
a  holiday  within  the  meaning  of  the  several 
statutes  now  in  force  referring  to  publio  holi- 
days." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved  to  add  the  words, 
41  and  shall  also,  as  from  midday,  be  deemed  to 
be  a  Sunday  within  the  meaning  of  the  Licens- 
ing Act." 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  add  the  words, 
"  and  further,  as  from  midday  on  the  day  in 
question  until  seven  o'clock  post  meridiem,  the 
same  shall  be  and  be  deemed  to  be  a  Sunday." 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
his  amendment  in  favour  of  the  one  proposed 
•by  Mr.  Seddon. 

Leave  given,  and  amendment  withdrawn. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  added  by  Mr. 
Seddon  be  so  added." 


Alien 
Bell 
Buick 
Button 
Gadman 
Garnell 
Collin  8 
-Orowther 
Duncan 
Earnshaw 
Fraser 
Graham 
Green 
Hall-Jones 
Harris 
Heke 


Buchanan 
Carnoross 
Hall 


Ayes,  46. 
Hutchison,  W. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackintosh 
Maslin 
Massey 
MoGowan 
McGuire 
McKenzie,  J. 
McNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mitchelson 
Montgomery 
Morrison 

Noes,  11. 
Larnach 
McLachlan 
Mills 
Pinkerton 


Newman 

O'Regan 

Pirani 

Beeves 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Seddon 

Steward 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Willis 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Flatman 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Smith,  E.M. 

Tellers. 
La  wry 
McKenzie,  R. 


Pair. 
For.  Against. 

Kelly,  J.  W.  Duthie. 

Majority  for,  35. 
Words     added,    and    clause    as    amended 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved  the  addition  of 
the  following  new  clause  :— 

"  Any  elector  who  may  be  unable  to  vote  at 
the  polling-booth  may  record  bis  vote  by  elec- 
toral right,  to  be  issued  and  used  subject  to  the 
provisions  hereinafter  provided." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clauee  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  14. 

Bell                    Heke 

Larnach 

•Oxeen                Lang 

Massey 

Mr.  Seddon 

McGuire^ 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

MoNab 

Russell,  W.  R 

Allen 

Mills 

Thompson,  R. 
Noes,  35. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Buick 

Harris 

Morrison 

Cadman 

Hogg 

Pinkerton 

Carncross 

Hutchison,  W 

Seddon 

Carnell 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

Lawry 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

Mackintosh 

Stevens 

Duncan 

McGowan 

Steward 

Earnshaw 

McKenzie,  J. 

Thompson,  T. 

Flatman 

McLachlan 

Willis. 

Graham 

Meredith 

Tellers. 

Hall 

Millar 

Pirani 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 
Pairs. 

Tanner. 

For 

Against. 

Buchanan                   McKenzie,  R. 

Button 

Ward 

Duthie 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Hall-Jones                  Reeves 

Stout 

Houston 

Wilson. 

0* 

Regan. 

Majority  against,  21. 

New  clause  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing new  clause : — 

"  fl.)  The  poll  shall  be  taken  as  follows : — 

41  (a.)  The  Returning  Officer  of  the  licensing 
district  shall,  upon  the  day  appointed, 
proceed  to  take  the  licensing  poll  in 
the  manner  provided  by  'The  Elec- 
toral Act,  1893,'  for  taking  the  poll  for 
the  election  of  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  (hereinafter  called 
4  the  electoral  poll '),  and  all  the  pro- 
visions of  that  Act  as  regards  taking  a 
poll  and  the  penalties  incurred  in  con- 
nection therewith  shall,  mutatis  mu- 
tandis, so  far  as  they  are  applicable, 
and  except  as  by  this  Act  is  otherwise 
provided,  apply  to  the  taking  of  any 
poll  under  the  Licensing  Acts. 

"  (6.)  He  shall  also  appoint  a  Deputy  Return- 
ing Officer  and  a  sufficient  number  of 
poll  clerks  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
to  the  business  of  taking  the  licensing 
poll. 

"  (c.)  The  voter  shall  strike  out  all  the  pro- 
posals* on  his  voting-paper  except  one, 
or  all  except  two,  or  all  except  three, 
as  he  thinks  fit ;  and  his  vote  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  given  in  favour  of  the 
proposals  which  he  does  not  strike 
out. 

"  (d.)  If  the  voter  strikes  out  all  or  fails  to 
strike  out  at  least  one  of  the  proposals 
the  voting-paper  shall  be  void,  and  he 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  voter  who  has 
recorded  his  vote. 

"  (e.)  The  polling-booths  in  each  district  shall 
be  the  same  as  those  used  at  the  taking 
of  the  electoral  poll. 

11  (/.)  Every  such  scrutineer  shall  make  the 
declaration  required  under  '  The  Elec- 
toral Aot,  1898,'  to  be  made  by  scruti- 
neers at  the  electoral  poll. 
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"  (g.)  If  the  result  of  any  licensing  poll  is 
disputed,  any  fifty  electors  may  require 
an  inquiry  to  be  held  in  manner  pro- 
vided by  seotion  forty-eight  and  the 
subsequent  seotions  of  'The  Regula- 
tion  of  Local  Elections   Aot,  1876,' 
and  the  matter  in  dispute  shall   be 
determined  in  the  same  manner,  mu* 
talis  mutandis,  as  if  the  said  poll  were 
an  electoral  poll. 
"  (2.)  Every  person  who  refuses  or  neglects 
to  oomply  with,  or  commits  any  breach  of,  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  Part  of  this  Aot,  or  mis- 
leads or  gives  any  misdirection  to  a  voter  in 
any  matter  relating  to  his  vote,  is  liable  for 
every  such  offence  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
twenty  pounds." 
New  clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUI  OK  moved  the  following  new 
olause: — 

"  If  at  any  period  during  whioh  any  premises 
are  required  under  the  provisions  of  the  Licens- 
ing Acts  to  be  closed  any  person  is  found  on 
such  premises,  he  shall,  unless  he  satisfies  the 
Court  that  he  was  an  inmate,  servant,  or  a 
lodger  on  suoh  premises,  or  a  bond  fide  travel- 
ler, or  that  otherwise  his  presence  on  suoh 
premises  was  not  in  contravention  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Licensing  Acts  with  respeot  to 
the  closing  of  licensed  premises,  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  forty  shillings." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  18. 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Earnshaw 

MoGowan 

Thompson,  T. 

Flatman 

Millar 

Wilson. 

Hall- Jones 

Newman 

Tellers. 

Hutchison,  W. 

O'Regan 

Buick 

Lawry 

Pirani 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Nobs,  28. 

Allen 

Hogg 

Russell,  W.  R 

Buchanan 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnoross 

Lang 
Mackintosh 

Stevens 

Collins 

Steward 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tanner 

Graham 

MoNab 

Thompson,  R 

Green 

Meredith 

Halli 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Morrison 

McKenzie,  B. 

Heke 

Pinkerton 
Paibs. 

MoLaohlan. 

For 

Against. 

Button 

Beeves 

Kelly,  J 

.  W.               Duthie 

Stout. 

Houston. 

Majority  against,  10. 

New  olause  negatived. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  (for  Mr.  Buddo)  moved  the 
addition  of  the  following  new  clause: — 

"  A  licensee  shall  have  one  bar  only  on  his 
licensed  premises,  and  no  liquor  shall  be  sold 
or  exposed  for  sale  except  in  said  bar,  but  such 
provision  shall  not  prevent  the  licensee  supply- 
ing liquor  from  said  bar  to  persons  in  other 
rooms  of  said  licensed  premises," 


The   Committee   divided  on   the  question,. 
'  That  the  olause  be  read  a  seoond  time." 


Allen 

Bell 

Buiok 

Button 

Carnell 

Earnshaw 

Flatman 

Heke 


Ayes,  25. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Massey 
McGuire 
MoNab 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mitchelson 


Hutchison,  W.  Montgomery 
Noes,  81. 

Buchanan  Kelly,  W. 

Cadman  Lang 

Carnoross  Mackintosh 

Collins  McGowan 

Crowther  McKenzie,  J. 

Dunoan  McKenzie,  R. 

Graham  McLaohlan 

Green  Mills 

Hall  O'Regan 

Harris  Pinkerton 

Hogg  Reeves 


Morrison 

Newman 

Pirani 

Tanner 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Hall- Jones 
Smith,  G.  J. 


Russell,  W.  R- 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stevens 

Steward 

Thompson,  R- 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Lawry 
Thompson,  T. 


For. 
Kelly,  J.  W. 
Stout. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Duthie 
Houston. 


Majority  against  6. 

New  clause  negatived. 

Mr.  HEKE  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing new  olause : — 

"  On  application  to  the  police  officer  of  the- 
district  by  any  relative  or  friend  of  any  male 
aboriginal  native  of  New  Zealand  who  may  be 
found  by  suoh  relative  or  friend  drinking  liquor- 
to  excess  in  any  licensed  house,  the  police  shall 
forthwith  apply  to  the  Magistrate  for  the  dis- 
trict for  an  order,  under  section  one  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  of  *  The  Licensing  Act,  1881/ 
to  be  issued  against  such  male  aboriginal 
native  ;  and  suoh  order  shall  remain  in  opera- 
tion until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  said  Magis- 
trate: 

"  Provided  that  after  the  issuing  of  anv  such 
order  any  person  knowingly  selling,  giving,  or 
supplying  liquor  to  such  person  shall  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  ten  pounds." 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  word 
"  apply  "  be  struck  out,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  render  such  applicant  every  assist- 
ance in  applying  "  be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  olause  as  amended 
agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved,  That  the  Bill  be 
recommitted,  in  order  to  give  the  House  in 
Committee  an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  sub- 
section (2)  of  section  28,  referring  to  bottle- 
licenses.  He  understood  the  whole  purport 
and  intention  of  the  Bill  was  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  the  right  to  decide  whether 
licenses  of  any  kind  should  exist  or  not.  With 
referenoe  to  all  forms  of  lioense  other  than 
bottle  licenses  this  was  the  oase ;  but,  with  re-) 
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jgard  to  bottle  licenses,  the  Bill  provided  that 
they  should  be  absolutely  abolished.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  unjust,  and  against  the  prin- 
ciple supposed  to  be  advocated,  that  the  House 
should  take  on  itself  to  say  that  a  particular 
form  of  lioense  should  be  put  out  of  existence, 
-without  the  question  being  referred  to  the  people 
for  their  decision.  He  did  not  know  whether 
very  many  bottle  licenses  existed  in  the  colony, 
but  he  had  recently  presented  a  petition  to  the 
House,  in  regard  to  this  particular  form  of 
license,  largely  signed  by  almost  every  class  of 
people  in  the  city  he  represented,  including 
business  people,  moderate  people,  and  some  of 
the  leading  and  most  prominent  Prohibition- 
ists. It  was  not  a  question  as  to  whether  it 
was  desirable  to  continue  this  particular  form 
•of  license  or  not,  but  simply  that  it  should  be 
left  to  the  vote  of  the  people  to  decide  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  regard  to  all  other  forms  of 
license.  That  was  his  point  in  moving  that  the 
Bill  be  recommitted. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  wished  to  know  if  the  Premier 
was  going  to  agree  to  this,  beoauBe  it  would 
•open  tbe  floodgates  for  any  one  to  move  any 
number  of  amendments.  It  seemed  to  him  the 
■matter  had  been  very  fairly  decided  in  Com- 
mittee, and  it  would  be  a  great  pity  to  reopen 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  expressed  his  opinion  very 
fully  in  Committee.  He  opposed  bottle  licenses, 
and  opposed  putting  them  back  in  the  Bill.  He 
intended  to  move  for  the  recommital  of  other 
-clauses. 

The  House  divided  on  Mr.  Graham's  motion. 


Buiok 
•Garnoross 
-Green 
•Guinness 


Lang 
Larnaoh 


Ayes,  19. 
Lawry 

McKenzie,  J. 
McKenzie,  B. 
Millar 
Morrison 
O'Began 
Pinkerton 


Smith,  E.  M. 

Tanner 

Willis. 

Tellers. 
Graham 
Mills. 


Noes,  81. 

Allen  Hutchison,  W.  Beeves 

Bell  Joyce  Kussell,  W.  B. 

Buohanan  Kelly,  W.  Seddon 

Button  Mackenzie,  T.  Smith,  G.  J. 

Carnell  *  Mackintosh  Stevens 

•Crowther  Maslin  Steward 

Duncan  Massey  Thompson,  B. 

Earnshaw  MoNab 

Flatman  Meredith  Tellers. 

Hall  Mitchelson  Hall- Jones 

Harris  Montgomery  Newman. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Guinness  Kelly,  J.  W. 

Parata  Pirani 

Stout  Te  Ao 

Ward.  Bussell,  G.  W. 

Majority  against,  12. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  recommit  the  Bill, 

in  order  to  amend  subclause  (3)  of  clause  2.    He 

would  take  the  voting  on  this  as  a  test  whether 

•or  not  they  were  to  go  back  and  have  the  local 

Mr.  Graham 


and  national  option  poll  upon  the  same  day  as 
the  general  election.  That  was  the  question 
raised  in  recommitting  that  subclause.  It  was 
no  use  speaking  on  the  matter.  Anything  he 
might  say  one  way  or  another  would  not  in- 
fluence a  single  vote.  Members  had  their 
minds  made  up  on  the  question,  and  he  pro- 
posed in  Committee  to  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  again  deciding  the  question.  Two 
divisions  had  already  been  taken  upon  it :  one 
division  was  determined  by  the  casting-vote  of 
the  Chairman,  and  the  other  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  one;  and,  the  House  being  so 
equally  divided,  he  thought  it  was  only  right 
to  give  members  another  opportunity  of  coming 
to  a  vote  on  this  question. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman's  motion  was  to  recommit  olauses  2, 
4,  and  7. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  take  clause  2 
as  a  test  on  that,  and  then  clauses  4  and  7  and 
a  new  clause  to  be  added  to  the  Bill  would 
follow. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  was  going  to  point  out 
that  if  this  motion  were  now  defeated  the  Bill 
would  stand  in  such  a  form  that  it  would  be  un- 
workable, because  there  were  two  inconsistent 
clauses  in  it.  Perhaps  it  would  be  necessary 
to  recommit  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  them. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  wished  to  point  out  to 
the  Premier  that  he  was  taking  an  unfair  ad- 
vantage of  the  House.  They  had  a  division 
reoently  which  showed  only  forty-nine  mem- 
bers to  be  present  out  of  seventy-three  wh#) 
could  be  there.  Of  the  seventy-four  who  were 
absent,  several  were  not  paired,  and  some  of 
those  who  were  absent  did  not  know  the  ques- 
tion was  coming  on,  and  were  opposed  to  the 
recommittal  of  the  Bill.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  refuse  to  recommit. 

Major  STEWARD  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  had  last  spoken  was  a  South  Canter- 
bury member.  He  (Major  Steward)  was  also 
a  South  Canterbury  member,  and  the  question 
was  a  perfectly  simple  one  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned. The  Licensed  Victuallers1  Association 
in  his  distriot  had  written  up  asking  that  the 
particular  olause  in  question  should  be  recom- 
mitted—  asking  for  the  very  thing  that  was 
now  proposed  to  be  done  ;  and  the  teetotallers, 
on  the  other  side,  had  also  written  up  asking 
for  the  same  thing.  Therefore,  so  far  as  his 
district  was  concerned,  all  parties  were  agreed 
that  the  lioensing-poll  should  be  taken  on  the 
day  of  the  general  election. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  hoped  the  House  would 
not  agree  to  this,  and  he  hoped  if  the  clause 
did  get  into  Committee  they  would  strike  it  out. 
The  vote  was  put  to  the-House,  and  carried  by  a 
majority  of  one.  He  thought  that  after  it  had 
been  carried  it  was  dealt  with  and  disposed 
of;  and  it  should  not  be  interfered  with  again. 
Here  they  had  been  endeavouring  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  to  quieten  the  elections.  They 
had  done  everything  that  was  possible  for  wise 
and  intelligent  men  to  do  in  that  direction. 
They  had  done  away  with  all  the  display  and 
pomp  it  was  possible  €6  do  away  with.    They 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1895.] 


Alcoholic  Liquors 


[HOUSE.] 


Sale  Control  Bill. 


559 


bad  narrowed  it  down  to  a  sober  matter-of-fact 
practice  of  polling  at  the  elections.  They  had 
also  done  away  with  publio  nominations  in 
order  to  quieten  the  general  eleotion ;  and  now, 
after  those  fifteen  years  of  work,  what  were 
ihey  asked  to  do  ?  They  were  asked  to  have  the 
taking  of  the  prohibition  poll  on  the  day  of  the 
.general  election.  He  held  that,  in  a  colony  like 
New  Zealand,  any  member  who  was  returned 
to  the  House  should  be  returned  on  broad  and 
national  principles  and  general  politics,  and 
not  some  great  social  question,  and  that  he 
should  not  be  returned  to  the  House  on  a  ques- 
tion of  prohibition  only. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's speech  must  be  confined  to  giving  reasons 
with  regard  to  the  recommittal,  either  for  or 
■against  the  proposal,  and  pointed  out  that  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
•reconsidered  ought  only  to  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  said  he  would  confine 
himself  to  this:  The  Premier  had  stated  on 
more  than  one  occasion  that  he  would  be  ruled 
by  the  deoision  of  the  Committee ;  and  the 
question  was  carried  there.  Such  being  the 
ease,  his  giving  a  third  opportunity  for  voting 
on  the  question  was  not  keeping  the  pledge  he 
gave.  At  any  rate,  he  (Mr.  Smith)  would  bow 
to  the  decision  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  sinoerely  trusted  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  the  proposal  of  the  Premier. 
They  already  had  had  this  question  decided 
twice  in  the  same  direotion ;  and  he  thought  it 
was  hardly  fair,  when  several  members  who  felt 
strongly  on  the  question  were  absent  from  the 
House,  that  the  Premier  should  propose  to  again 
test  the  feeling  of  the  House.  He  had  himself 
given  the  subject  much  consideration.  He  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  proposition  to  hold  the  two  polls 
on  the  same  day,  but  to  his  mind  it  would  give 
the  temperance  question  an  undue  prominenoe. 
It  would  keep  the  question  too  prominently 
before  the  publio,  and  the  result  would  be  that 
members  would  be  returned  largely  on  that 
issue  to  the  House,  and  many  very  useful  men 
would  be  ezoluded  altogether  from  publio  life. 
He  believed  the  question  was  of  quite  sufficient 
importance  to  have  a  day  to  itself.  Holding 
this  opinion  strongly,  he  would  vote  against 
the  motion  of  the  Premier,  and  he  trusted  the 
majority  of  the  House  would  do  the  same. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  at  present  the  licensing  question  did 
overshadow  most  of  the  elections,  and,  so  long 
as  that  was  so,  his  opinion,  after  thinking  the 
matter  over  seriously,  was  that  the  biggest  vote 
should  be  secured  on  this  issue  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  obtain,  and  the  biggest  vote  he  thought 
would  be  obtained  on  the  day  of  the  general 
•election.  Personally,  it  seemed  to  him  that  if 
that  opportunity  was  not  given  there  was  no 
other  way  of  ascertaining  the  views  of  the 
colony  on  this  important  question.  Taking 
this  view,  he  should  support  the  proposal  of  the 
Premier  for  recommittal. 

Captain  RUSSELL  intended  to  oppose  the 
recommittal  of  the  clause,  though  he  admitted 


that  the  Premier  had  acted  quite  properly  in 
giving  the  House  an  opportunity  of  again  con- 
sidering the  question.  They  knew  that  the 
prohibition  party  was  very  anxious  that  the 
day  of  the  general  eleotion  should  be  the  day 
of  the  local-option  poll ;  they  knew  also  that 
the  licensed  victuallers'  party  was  extraordi- 
narily anxious  that  the  poll  should  be  taken 
on  the  same  day.  But  what  did  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  want?  He  did  not  believe  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  at  all  wanted  this  one 
question  to  dominate  the  general  elections; 
and  the  reason  given  in  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Clutha,  who  had  said 
that  unless  the  poll  was  taken  on  the  day  of  the 
general  election  they  would  never  have  a  proper 
expression  of  opinion  from  the  country,  went  to 
show  that  that  would  be  the  oase.  But,  if  they 
were  content  to  allow  the  general  elections  to 
be  dominated  completely  by  the  one  question 
of  prohibition,  he  believed  they  would  do  ex- 
tremely wrong.  They  should  keep  the  general 
election  in  such  a  condition  that  people  might 
vote  fairly  upon  general  politics ;  and  he  main- 
tained that,  if  there  was  any  real  desire  upon 
the  part  of  the  people  of  the  country  to  record 
their  votes  in  great  numbers  upon  the  question 
of  prohibition,  or  in  favour  of  the  licensed  vic- 
tuallers' party,  they  would  do  so,  whether  a 
speoial  day  was  fixed  for  that  vote  or  not.  If 
there  was  any  real  interest  in  the  question,  no 
person  could  say  it  would  be  necessary  to  hold 
the  poll  on  the  day  of  the  general  election ;  and 
to  say  that  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  get  the 
true  voice  of  the  country  on  tho  issue,  that 
the  election  and  local-option  poll  should  be  on 
the  same  day,  went  far  to  prove  that  the  people 
of  the  country  were  not  so  much  in  earnest  on 
this  matter  as  had  been  represented. 

Mr.  EARN  SHAW  said  that  if  the  temperance 
party  wanted  to  Beoure  a  victory  at  all  costs 
they  would  not  want  to  take  the  poll  on  the 
day  of  the  general  eleotion ;  they  would  have 
everything  to  gain  by  taking  it  on  a  off-day, 
so  far  as  a  temporary  victory  was  concerned. 
Of  this  he  was  thoroughly  convinced ;  but  he 
thought,  and  he  had  always  thought,  that 
the  vote  was  one  that  should  be  taken  on 
the  general-election  day.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  made  two  remarkable  state- 
ments :  first,  that  this  was  one '  question  that 
would  dominate  all  other  questions,  and  then, 
that  the  country  was  sick  of  the  prohibition 
party  and  of  the  publican  party.  The  country 
might  be  sick  of  the  prohibition  party  and 
of  the  other  party,  but  he  could  assure  the 
House  that  the  prohibition  party  was  going  to 
fight  this  thing  out  year  after  year,  and  would 
not  give  in  ;  and  it  was  only  by  an  overwhelming 
deoision  on  the  part  of  the  body  politic  in  New 
Zealand  on  this  question  that  any  permanenoe 
oould  be  given  to  the  settlement  of  this  mat- 
ter. If  the  prohibition  party  could  get  an 
overwhelming  vote  in  New  Zealand  for  pro- 
hibition, the  moderate  party  would  acquiesce 
in  that  decision;  but  if  they  only  got  three- 
fifths  of  a  small  part  of  the  electors  —  and 
members  would  recolleot  that  the  half-poll  was 
now  abolished— if  they  only  got  a  three-fifths 
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majority  of  a  small  vote,  he  ventured  to  state 
if  prohibition  were  carried  in  that  way  there 
would  be  one  seething  ferment  throughout  New 
Zealand,  because  the  vote  would  be  small  in 
comparison  with  the  number  of  the  people  for 
whom  the  question  was  to  be  decided.  That 
was  the  one  reason  why  the  prohibition  party 
had  agreed,  at  great  sacrifice  to  themselves, 
to  the  poll  being  taken  on  the  day  of  the 
general  election.  They  did  not  want  to  win 
the  battle  by  strategy.  If  the  people  were  not 
ripe  for  prohibition  they  did  not  want  to  force 
it ;  they  wanted  the  people  to  be  educated  uf> 
to  it;  and  therefore,  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  they  were  prepared  to  sacrifice  a 
great  deal,  so  far  as  a  temporary  viotory  was 
ooncerned,  in  order  to  secure  the  real  decision 
of  the  country  on  the  question.  It  was  not 
to  be  forgotten,  assuming  that  a  separate 
day  for  the  licensing  election  was  appointed, 
that  the  day  might  be  one  on  which  rain  was 
falling  generally  all  over  New  Zealand.  In 
that  case,  how  many  women  could  go  to  the 
poll?  Very  few,  he  should  say,  and  espe- 
cially few  in  the  country  districts.  If  the 
poll  were  taken  on  the  day  of  the  general 
election,  then  it  would  be  on  a  general  holi- 
day throughout  the  colony  —  a  gala  day  — 
and  many  people  would  turn  up  who  would 
not  turn  up  if  the  only  question  to  be  decided 
were  the  temperance  question.  They  would 
turn  up  because  they  felt  strongly  upon  gene- 
ral politics,  and  when  they  were  at  the  poll 
they  would  give  their  vote  on.  this  question  as 
well  as  vote  for  the  election  of  members.  As 
it  was  essential  that  they  should  have  a  very 
heavy  poll  upon  this  question,  he  was  desirous 
that  "the  temperance  party  should  secure  a 
heavy  poll.  As  he  had  said  on  more  than  one 
occasion  at  conventions  of  the  temperance 
party,  so  far  as  a  temporary  viotory  was  con- 
cerned they  would  be  wiBe  to  have  a  special 
day  on  which  the  poll  could  be  taken ;  but,  if 
the  question  was  to  be  settled  once  for  all,  the 
poll  should  be  taken  on  the  general-election 
day.  With  regard  to  interfering  with  general 
politics,  he  would  point  out  that  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Bill  they  were  lifting  this  question 
of  liquor  versus  temperance  outside  the  arena 
of  politics;  and,  so  far  as  the  candidates  for 
election  were  concerned,  he  thought  that  any 
candidate  who  stood  at  the  next  election,  if 
this  Bill  became  law,  could  say  to  any  audienoe 
he  addressed,  "  Whatever  my  personal  opinion 
may  be,  you  have  now  got  the  machinery  by 
which  you  can  record  your  votes  in  the  way 
that  you  desire,  and  settle  this  question  for 
yourselves  one  way  or  the  other  "  ;  so  that,  in- 
stead of  its  being  a  burden  at  the  next  general 
election,  he  could  simply  say,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  did  not  think  it  would  enter  into 
the  general  political  questions  which  had  to  be 
dealt  with.  So  far  from  this  being  a  disturb- 
ing element  in  general  politics,  he  thought  they 
would  find  that  it  would  be  largely  removed 
from  general  politics.  If  they  did  not  desire 
to  have  thiB  question  raised  year  after  year, 
this  campaign  going  on  throughout  the  coun- 
try, they  would  do  well  to  have  the  vote  as 
Mr.  Earnshaw 


to  local  and  general  option  taken  on  the  day 
of  the  general  election. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  very  diffioult 
to  understand  what  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment was.  They  had  turned  round  on  this 
question  three  times.  They  had  had  two* 
divisions  on  the  question  during  the  present 
session,  and  on  both  occasions  he  had  voted 
with  the  Government,  but  he  should  not  do  so 
on  this  occasion.  He  had  no  Btrong  feeling  on 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  local-option  poll 
should  be  held  on  .the  day  of  the  general  elec- 
tion or  not ;  but  he  thought,  when  the  House 
had  decided  a  matter  in  one  direction,  that 
decision  should  be  accepted  and  acted  on  as 
final.  Another  reason  for  voting  against  the* 
Government  in  the  matter  was  that  the  Pre- 
mier had  done  what  had  never  been  done  pre- 
viously under  the  British  Constitution :  he  had 
made  the  day  on  which  the  local-option  poll 
was  to  be  taken  a  Sunday.  Members  who  had 
observed  how  the  matter  had  been  manipu- 
lated must  conclude  that  there  was  something 
very  peouliar  about  it.  He  did  not  see  any 
necessity  for  the  recommittal  of  the  clause,  but 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  as  it  had 
already  been  decided.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
on  the  day  specified  they  would  be  able  to  get 
a  very  full  poll,  especially  as  it  was  to  be  a 
general  half-holiday ;  consequently  most  of  the 
electors  of  the  colony  would  turn  out,  and 
vote  on  this  question.  He  did  not  consider  it 
desirable  that  on  the  day  of  the  general  elec- 
tion there  should  be  only  a  single  issue  put 
before  the  electors.  There  were  many  questiona 
much  more  important,  in  his  opinion,  to  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  than  the  question  of 
prohibition.  Therefore  he  thought  the  House- 
ought  to  consider  very  carefully  before  recom- 
mitting the  clause :  in  fact,  he  thought  it  should 
put  its  foot  down  and  decline  to  recommit  the 
clause  altogether  in  order  to  reverse  what  had 
been  already  done  in  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  thought  it  was  uselesa 
to  fence  this  question  any  longer.  Every  man 
in  the  House  must  be  prepared  to  face  the 
question  of  prohibition  or  no  prohibition,  and,. 
if  a  larger  vote  could  be  got  on  the  general- 
election  day,  let  them  have  it  on  that  day. 
Although  he  had  voted  against  having  the  poll 
for  the  local  and  general  option  on  the  general- 
election  day,  he  would  now  vote  to  reoommit 
the  Bill,  because  there  was  no  ubo  in  fencing 
this  question,  and  they  should  get  the  largest 
expression  of  public  opinion  upon  it  that  they 
could  get,  and  let  it  be  done  with. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  should  vote  against 
the  proposal  of  the  Premier;  and  his  reasons 
shortly  were  that  there  were  many  other  im- 
portant questions  regarding  which  just  aa 
strong  a  case  could  be  made  for  special  sub- 
mission on  the  day  of  the  general  election  as  for 
that  now  under  discussion.  If  the  Premier  was 
prepared  to  follow  out  his  action  to  a  logical 
conclusion,  then  why  did  he  not  frame  and 
pasB  a  general  law  which  would  enable  them 
to  submit  every  important  question  separately 
to  the  electors  on  the  day  of  the  general  elec- 
tion ?    They  must  be  prepared  to  face  the  prin- 
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ciple  involved  in  the  Bill;  and  he,  for  one, 
was  not  prepared  to  multiply  and  consequently 
complicate  the  issues  to  be  put  before  the  elec- 
tors. He  would  therefore,  upon  the  ground  of 
principle,  vote  against  local  and  national  option 
being  made  a  question  for  the  general-election 
day. 

Mr.  BUICK  said  a  very  few  words  would  put 
his  position  before  the  House.  He  proposed  to 
vote  against  the  proposal  of  the  Government, 
because  he  thought  they  should  endeavour  to 
have  as  simple  and  as  free  from  complication 
as  possible  the  issues  which  were  to  be  put  to 
the  people.  As  things  were  at  the  present  time, 
they  found  that  the  people  had  sufficient  diffi- 
culty in  registering  their  votes  as  they  ought 
to  be  registered  without  having  foreign  issues 
of  this  kind  thrust  upon  them.  Then,  if  this 
question  was  to  be  handed  over  to  the  people, 
it  became  a  social  question  and  not  a  political 
one,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  taken  entirely 
away  from  the  region  of  politics,  and  should 
not  dominate  politics,  as  undoubtedly  it  would 
if  the  poll  were  taken  on  the  day  of  the  general 
election.  Then,  if  they  had  the  licensing-poll 
on  the  general -election  day  they  would  simply 
be  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  publicans,  and 
were  giving  the  publicans  an  unfair  advantage 
over  every  other  party,  because  they  had 
already  decided  that  evening  that  the  publicans 
should  be  allowed  to  keep  their  places  of  busi- 
ness open  during  one-half  of  the  day  when  the 
licensing  poll  was  held. 

An  Hon.  Member. — More  than  half. 

Mr.  BUICK  said  Yes;  more  than  half  the 
day ;  but  only  for  half  the  day  during  polling- 
hours.  If  the  House  had  understood  that  the 
polling  on  the  licensing  question  was  to  bo 
taken  on  the  same  day  as  the  polling  for  the 
general  eleotion  it  would  have  insisted  upon 
publiohouses  being  shut  up  the  whole  day.  But 
they  had  now  legislated  on  that  matter,  and 
there  would  be  no  opportunity  of  going  back 
upon  it,  so  that  these  people  would  be  allowed 
for  half  the  day  to  ply  their  trade  in  their  own 
interests  over  and  above  the  interests  of  every- 
body else.  Therefore  they  would  exercise  that 
not  only  in  favour  of  their  own  particular  views 
on  the  licensing  question,  but  would  exercise 
it  against  any  candidate  who  did  not  conform 
with  their  views.  Therefore  it  would  be  simply 
playing  into  their  hands  to  agree  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Premier. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  Baid  an  opportunity  should  be 
given  to  the  electors  to  calmly  record  their 
votes  at  the  general  elections.  There  would 
then  always  be  important  issues  before  the 
country ;  and  there  should  be  nothing  intro- 
duced to  create  embittered  sectional  strife  and 
confusion  of  purpose,  to  distract  them  from 
the  larger  questions  affecting  the  country.  The 
day  of  election  should  not  be  made  a  day  given 
over  to  the  playing  of  battledoor  and  shuttle- 
cook  between  the  rabid  Prohibitionists  and  the 
Sublioans.  Far  the  larger  section  of  the  public 
id  not  rank  on  either  side,  and  it  was  mon- 
strous to  propose  that  this  licensing  question 
was  ever  to  overshadow  our  politics. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  members  were  aware 
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that  the  Government,  in  their  Bill,  set  down, 
after  mature  deliberation,  a  fixed  date — gene- 
ral-election day— for  the  taking  of  a  national 
poll.  On  seotion  2  of  the  Bill,  subsection  (8),  a 
division  was  taken,  and  by  the  casting-vote  of 
the  Chairman  the  day  of  the  general  election 
was.  struck  out.  It  was  struok  out  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one.  When  that  was  done  he  did  not 
think  a  full  opportunity  was  given  for  con- 
sidering it.  Having  said  that,  he  felt  bound* 
in  honour,  to  give  the  opportunity  which  was 
now  given  to  the  House.  So  that  no  advan- 
tage might  be  taken,  he  had  asked  the  Whips 
that  where  there  were  any  absent  members 
who  voted  originally  they  should  see  that  they 
were  paired.  If  that  were  done  it  oould  not 
be  said  that  any  advantage  was  taken.  Some 
members  had  changed  their  minds  since  the 
last  vote  was  taken.  The  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  had  altered  his  mind  after  reflec- 
tion. The  honourable  member  for  the  Buller 
was  another.  These  were  ciroumstances  which 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  In  re- 
spect to  this  Bill,  he  did  not  wish  to  have  it 
said  to  him  that  he  took  any  undue  advantage. 
He  thought  he  had  brought  the  Bill  fairly 
through  Committee ;  and  he  was  trying  to  get 
a  measure  through  which  would  meet  with  the 
general  approval  of  the  people,  so  that  they 
might  let  this  question  rest  for  years.  It  would 
be  made  a  social  matter,  and  that  was  what 
he  wanted  to  arrive  at.  He  was  heartily  tired 
of  struggling  in  respect  to  this  matter,  and  he 
supposed  when  all  was  over  he  would  get  very 
little  thanks. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  of  the 
recommittal  of  clause  2. 

Ayes,  31. 

Bell  Joyce  Mitchelson 

Button  Larnaoh  Morrison 

Carnell  Mackintosh  Newman 

Collins  Massey  Reeves 

Duncan  McGowan  Seddon 

Earn  sb  aw  McGuire  Steward 

Flatman  MoKenzie,  J.  Willis. 

Green  McLaohlan 

Harris  Meredith  Tellers. 

Hogg  Millar  Mackenzie,  T. 

Hutchison,  W.  Mills  Thompson,  B. 

Noes,  24. 
Allen  Lang  Smith,  G.  J. 

Buchanan  Lawry  Stevens 

Buick  Maslin  Tanner 

Carncross  MoKenzie,  R.    Thompson,  T. 

Crowther  McNab  Wilson. 

Duthie  Montgomery  Tellers. 

Graham  Pinkerton  O'Regan 

Hall-Jones         Russell,  W.  R.  Smith,  E.  M. 
Kelly,  W. 

Majority  for,  7. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  clauses  4  and  7 
be  also  recommitted. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  moved,  That  clause  8  be 
recommitted. 

The  House  divided. 
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Bell 
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Carnell 

Earns  haw 

Hall-Jones 

Hutohison,  W. 

Joyoe 

Allen 

Buchanan 

Button 

Garnoross 

Orowther 

Dunoan 

Duthie 

Graham 

Green 

Hall 

Harris 

Hogg 


Ayes,  18. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
MoKenzie,  R. 
MoNab 
Morrison 
Newman 
Pinkerton 

Nobs,  84. 
Kelly,  W. 
Lang 
Larnaoh 
Mackintosh 
Maflsey 
MoGowan 
McGuire 
MoKenzie,  J. 
McLaohlan 
Meredith 
Mills 
Mitchelson 


Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.J. 
Tanner. 

TeUera. 
Maslin 
O'Regan. 


Montgomery 
Reeves 

Russell,  W.  R. 
Seddon 
Steward 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Willis. 

Tellers. 
Collins 
La  wry. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Kelly,  J.  W.  Praser 

Stevens  Millar 

Pirani  Parata 

Russel),  G.  W.  Ward 

Stout.  Houston. 
Majority  against,  16. 
Motion  negatived. 
Bill  recommitted. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4. — "  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
such  determination,  a  poll  (hereinafter  called 
the  *  licensing  poll  *)  of  the  electors  of  the  dis- 
trict shall  be  taken  on  the  second  Wednesday 
of  the  month  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven,  and  on  the  same  day  in 
every  third  year  thereafter :  Provided  that,  not- 
withstanding clause  sixteen  of  '  The  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Sale  Control  Act,  1893/  the  elections 
of  Licensing  Committees  shall  take  plaoe  on 
the  same  day  as  is  appointed  by  this  Act  for 
the  taking  of  the  licensing  poll." 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  this  clause  be 
struok  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  clause  struck 
out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  insert  the  following 
new  olauBe : — 

"  4.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  taking  of 
the  poll  (hereinafter  called  *  the  electoral  poll ') 
of  the  electors  in  each  electoral  district  for  the 
return  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  such  district,  at  every  general 
election  after  the  commencement  of  this  Act, 
and  simultaneously  therewith,  a  poll  (herein- 
after called  *  the  licensing  poll ')  of  the  electors 
of  Buoh  distriot  shall  also  be  taken  upon  the 
proposals  to  be  submitted  to  them  under  this 
Act :    Provided  that — 

11  (1.)  The  licensing  poll  shall  be  taken  in 
every  district,  notwithstanding  that  in 
any  distriot  no  electoral  poll  may  be 
required  to  be  taken  for  suoh  election 
as  aforesaid ;  and  also  that, 


"  (2.)  If  at  any  time  Parliament  is  dissolved 
before  it  has  been  two  years  in  exist- 
ence, then  at  the  taking  of  the  electoral 
poll  for  the  new  Parliament  no  licens- 
ing poll  shall  be  taken,  but  the  result 
of  the  licensing  poll  taken  at  the  then 
last-previous  general  election  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  until  such  poll  is  again 
taken  simultaneously  with  the  elec- 
toral poll  next  after  the  dissolution  of 
suoh  new  Parliament." 

New  clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  insert  the  following 
new  clause : — 

"  7.  (1.)  The  poll  shall  be  taken  as  follows : — 

"  (a.)  The  Returning  Officer  of  the  eleotoral 
district  shall,  upon  the  day  appointed, 
prooeed  to  take  the  licensing  poll  in 
the  manner  provided  by  '  The  Electo- 
ral Act,  1893/  for  taking  the  electoral 
poll,  and  shall  provide  voting-papers 
and  all  things  necessary  for  taking  the 
licensing  poll. 

"  (o.)  He  shall  also  provide  separate  ballot- 
boxes  for  the  licensing  poll  and  the  elec- 
toral poll,  and  each  class  of  ballot-box 
shall  be  painted  of  a  different  colour, 
or  otherwise  have  sufficiently  distin- 
guishing marks  to  prevent  mistakes. 

41  (c.)  All  mistakes  made  by  depositing  ballot- 
papers  and  voting-papers  in  the  wrong 
boxes  shall  be  corrected  by  the  Return- 
ing Officer  when  counting  the  papers, 
and  all  the  papers  shall  be  duly  in- 
cluded in  the  counting. 

"(d.)  He  shall  also  appoint  a  Deputy  Return- 
ing Officer  and  a  sufficient  number  of 
poll  clerks  for  the  sole  purpose  of  at- 
tending to  the  business  of  taking  the 
licensing  poll. 

"(e.)  The  voting- papers  for  the  licensing  poll 
shall  be  different  in  colour  to  the 
ballot-papers  for  the  electoral  poll. 

"(/.)  The  Returning  Officer  shall  cause  the 
voting-paper  for  the  licensing  poll  to 
be  marked  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
ballot-paper  for  the  electoral  poll,  and 
shall  give  the  voting-paper  and  the 
ballot-paper  simultaneously  to  the 
voter. 

"(0.)  The  Returning  Offioer  and  his  deputy 
shall  take  care  that  every  voter  is  pro- 
vided with  one  voting-paper  for  the 
licensing  poll. 

"  (h,)  The  voter  shall  strike  out  all  the  pro- 
posals on  his  voting-paper  except  one, 
or  all  except  two,  or  all  except  three, 
as  he  thinks  fit ;  and  his  vote  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  given  in  favour  of  the 
proposals  which  he  does  not  strike 
out. 

"  (i.)  If  the  voter  strikes  out  all  or  fails  to 
strike  out  at  least  one  of  the  proposals, 
the  voting-paper  shall  be  void,  and  he 
shall  not  be  deemed  a  voter  who  has 
recorded  hiB  vote. 

"  (/.)  The  polling  -  booths  in  each  district 
shall  be  the  same  as  those  used  at  the 
taking  of  the  eleotoral  roll. 
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"  (&.)  Every  elector  shall  fold  up  the  voting- 
paper  at  a  licensing  poll  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  ballot-paper  at  an  elec- 
toral poll,  but  separate  therefrom,  and 
place  it  in  the  ballot-box  set  apart  for 
receiving  the  said  voting-papers. 
*'  (Z.)  No  voting-paper  shall  be  taken  ont  of 

the  polling-booth. 
44  (m.)  The  scrutineers  in  respect  of  the  elec- 
toral poll  may  act  as  scrutineers  in 
respect  of  the  licensing  poll. 
44  (n.)  Every  such  scrutineer  shall  make  the 
declaration  required  under  *  The  Elec- 
toral Act,  1893, '  to  be  made  by  scruti- 
neers at  elections  under  that  Act. 
41  (o.)  If  the  result  of  any  licensing  poll  is  dis- 
puted, any  fifty  electors  may  require 
an  inquiry  to  be  held  in  manner  pro- 
vided by  seotion  forty-eight  and  the 
subsequent  sections  of  *  The  Regula- 
tion of  Local  Elections  Act,  1876,'  and 
tbe  matter  in  dispute  shall  be  deter- 
mined in  the  same  manner,  mutatis 
mutandis,  as  if  the  said  poll  were  an 
electoral  poll. 
"'  (p.)  All  expenses  incident  to  the  taking  of  a 
licensing  poll  shall  be  defrayed  out  of 
moneys  to  be  appropriated  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  purpose. 
"  (2.)  Every  person  who  refuses  or  neglects 
to  comply  with,  or  commits  any  breach  of,  any 
•of  the  provisions  of  this  Part  of  this  Act,  or 
misleads  or  gives  any  misdirection  to  a  voter  in 
any  matter  relating  to  his  vote,  is  liable  for 
every  such  offenoe  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
twenty  pounds." 

New  clause  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported,  and  amendments  agreed  to. 
On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said,  — I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  the  peculiar  position  in  which  we 
are  placed.  We  are  asked  to  read  a  Bill  a  third 
time  without  having  that  Bill  before  us.  We 
had  a  Bill  before  us  some  weeks  ago.  We  then 
made  numerous  alterations  in  that  Bill.  We 
had  it  again  before  us  last  night.  It  has  since 
been  recommitted,  and  further  alterations  have 
been  made.  I  venture  to  say  that  not  one 
half-dozen  of  the  members  of  the  House  at 
the  present  time  can  say  what  the  actual  con- 
tents of  the  Bill  are,  and  I  say  it  is  not  fair 
to  read  a  Bill  a  third  time  unless  we  have  the 
whole  of  the  amendments  printed  and  before 
us.  So  far  as  the  Bill  is  concerned,  I  think  we 
all  recognise  that  it  is  an  advance  upon  the 
legislation  of  the  last  few  years.  Its  great  ad- 
vantage is  undoubtedly  the  abolition  of  the 
moiety  vote.  The  experience  of  the  last  poll 
showed  that  no  fair  vote  could  be  taken  where 
it  was  provided  that  one-half  the  voters  on  the 
roll  must  vote  to  make  a  valid  poll.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  protesting  against  the  poll  being 
held  on  the  day  of  the  general  election.  I  am 
oertain  that  the  majority  of  those  who  voted  for 
that  part  of  the  Bill  will  soon  see  the  mistake 
they  have  made.  I  feel  that,  when  we  have 
large  questions  before  the  electors,  such  as  bor- 
rowing or  revision  of  the  tariff,— because  I  recog- 


nise that  the  tariff  recently  passed  will  not  be 
satisfactory  to  the  general  public  and  a  more 
practical  revision  will  be  one  of  the  questions 
which  will  come  before  us  at  the  next  election, 
— these  questions  may  be  lost  sight  of  on  ac- 
count of  the  licensing  question.  However,  we 
have  the  matter  of  this  third  reading  before 
us,  and  merely  because  we  have  not  the  com- 
plete Bill  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  oppose  it  on 
the  third  reading. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— Sir,  I  am  one  of  those 
who  have  supported  the  present  Bill.  I  was 
waited  on  by  a  deputation  of  temperance  people 
when  last  I  visited  New  Plymouth.  I  then 
made  a  statement  of  what  I  was  prepared  to 
do,  and  they  were  satisfied ;  but  I  do  object,  as  I 
told  them  in  very  plain  terms,  to  the  day  of  the 
prohibition  poll  being  the  day  of  the  general 
election.  Since  then  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  the  meeting  which  took  place,  and  they 
were  equally  divided,  and  it  was  carried  by  the 
casting-vote  of  the  chairman  that  it  should  be 
on  some  other  day.  I  feel  convinoed  that  the 
Premier  has  made  a  mistake.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  always  bow  to  the  decision  of  the 
majority,  provided  the  majority  give  their  de- 
cision in  a  straightforward  way.  But  this  ques- 
tion has  been  decided  twice  before.  I  thought 
we  had  settled  the  matter,  but  it  was  twisted 
and  twirled  round  so  that  we  had  to  have  a 
third  try  in  order  to  get  the  majority  over 
to  the  other  side.  This  is  a  sort  of  legislation 
which  is  attempting  to  bring  about  a  contrary 
deoision  to  what  has  already  been  arrived  at ; 
and  I  dissent  from  such  a  line  of  action.  It 
may  suit  the  Premier  on  this  occasion  to  carry 
his  point,  but  I  can  assure  him  he  has  shaken 
my  confidence  in  any  proposal  he  has  made, 
because  he  did  distinctly  state  that  he  would 
be  satisfied  with  compromising  the  matter  by 
making  the  day  a  general  holiday.  At  any  rate, 
it  has  been  carried  now,  and,  if  it  is  not  thrown 
out  in  another  place,  I  shall  do  what  I  do  on 
all  occasions — bow  to  the  decision  of  the  ma- 
jority. So  far  as  it  affects  myself,  I  have  not 
the  slightest  feeling,  nor  have  I  any  doubt  in 
my  mind,  because  when  I  address  the  electors 
on  the  temperance  question,  and  on  other 
questions,  I  always  speak  out  straightfor- 
wardly, and  in  such  language  that  I  am  per- 
fectly understood.  No  person  ever  leaves  one 
of  my  meeting*  who  has  not  been  able  to  under- 
stand my  answers  and  the  position  I  intend  to 
take  up.  I  know,  myself,  this  question  is  not 
derided  even  by  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  I 
know  we  have  not  got  rid  of  this  question ;  it 
will  come  up  at  the  next  election,  and  at  the 
next,  and  the  next  after  that.  What  will  the 
temperance  people  say  ?  I  am  convinced  that 
in  this  very  Bill  we  have  passed  now  there 
are  clauses  that  not  two- thirds  of  the  members 
know  anything  about.  In  the  lobby  during  the 
adjournment  one  of  the  members  was  sticking 
up  honourable  members  to  know  if  they  knew 
that  such-and-such  a  clause  was  in  the  Bill, 
— and  they  did  not  know,  and  had  to  go  and 
get  the  Bill  and  convince  themselves  that  the 
clause  was  there.  Is  that  the  sort  of  legisla- 
tion we  should  pass  hurriedly,  with  all  these 
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amendments?  It  would  be  far  better  to  take 
the  advice  oE  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  that  we  should  defer  the  third  read- 
ing. But  I  shall  not  oppose  the  third  reading. 
But  I  say  that  of  all  the  members  that  have 
followed  the  Government  and  supported  the 
Premier  it  has  been  I ;  but  when  I  find  that  a 
question  comes  before  the  House,  and  we  de- 
cide it  twice,  and  if  it  had  gone  in  a  certain 
Way  we  should  have  heard  no  more  about  it,— 
but  because  it  does  not  go  a  certain  way,  but 
because  there  has  to  fee  a  compromise  made 
by  certain  people,  it  has  to  be  brought  np 
a  third  time, — 1  consider  we  are  doing  a 
thing  that  we  should  not  do.  But  when  this 
question  comes  before  the  electors  at  the  first 
meeting  when  we  have  to  meet  the  elec- 
tors again  I  shall  be  able  to  tell  them  that 
any  promise  which  I  have  made  I  have  carried 
out.  I  say  that  this  Parliament  and  the  last 
have  given  to  the  temperance  people  greater 
powers  than  they  ever  had  before.  I  was 
always  in  favour  of  putting  this  question  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  for  them  to  decide,  and 
I  wanted  them  to  decide  this  question  in  a 
practical  and  reasonable  manner—to  treat  this 
question  by  itself;  I  wanted,  when  the  poll 
was  taken,  that  it  should  be  taken  on  a  day 
when  they  could  well  consider  it,  and  that  they 
should  not  mix  it  up  with  the  general  policy  of 
the  country.  As  this  now  stands  before  the 
people,  this  great  social  question  should  be 
dealt  with,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairau  stated,  not  as  a  political  question, 
but  it  should  be  separated  from  politics 
altogether  —  from  the  general  policy  of  the 
country.  We  have  since  the  Parliament  of 
1890  been  carrying  on  the  greatest  reforms 
that  have  been  carried  on  in  New  Zealand 
since  we  had  a  Constitution.  We  have  given 
the  people  the  right  to  decide  this  great  issue 
at  the  poll,  and  they  were  satisfied  them- 
selves, and  they  accept  what  we  have  done, 
and  are  very  thankful  for  what  we  have 
done  for  them.  But  I  am  convinced  that 
it  is  only  a  small  portion  of  the  temperance 
people — those  who  are  rabid  Prohibitionists — 
that  will  keep  on  bringing  these  side-issues  in — 
anything  that  will  tend  to  irritate  the  mode- 
rate people.  These  attempts  that  have  been 
made  during  the  progress  of  this  Bill  through 
the  House  to  close  the  hotels  on  the  day  of 
election — how  have  they  benefited  the  position? 
We  allow  hotels  to  be  open  till  twelve ;  we 
close  them  till  seven,  and  then  allow  them  to 
be  open  till  the  usual  closing-time.  Will  that 
make  people  any  soberer?  Will  it  make  it  any 
better  for  them  ?  It  will  not.  It  is  only  a 
sham,  a  delusion,  and  a  snare.  Then,  again, 
the  attempt  to  have  only  one  bar  in  a  hotel 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  has  not  been  carried. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH.— I  know ;  but  I  am  only 
saying  that  is  the  sort  of  thing  by  which  we 
are  running  away  from  the  main  issue.  That 
is  not  the  sort  of  thing  that  will  bring  out  the 
moderate  people  when  the  poll  takes  place — 
whether  on  the  day  of  the  general  election  or 
on  a  separate  day.  It  will  bring  them  out  of 
their  shell,  and  it  will  make  them  go  and  vote 
Mr.  E.  ¥.  Smith 


in  a  way  they  did  not  vote  before.  Now,  I  do 
hope  that  at  the  next  general  election  there 
will  be  the  largest  possible  number  of  people  go 
to  the  poll.  What  I  did  object  to  all  along  is 
the  temperance  people  making  that  question  an 
issue  to  be  settled  by  a  bare  majority  in  this 
House.  I  remember  one  of  the  temperance 
leaders  going  round  prior  to  the  House  passing 
the  Bill  in  the  last  Parliament,  and  I  reasoned 
the  case  out  with  him  at  the  time.  I  said, 
"  There  are  seventy -four  members  in  the 
House,  and  I  object  to  this  important  ques- 
tion being  settled  by  a  majority  of  one  or  two 
members  in  the  House.  I  will  not  support 
that,  but  what  I  will  support  is  the  placing  of 
this  question  in  the  hands  of  the  electors,  and 
that  is  the  result  I  have  always  worked  for. 
I  told  these  people  I  was  in  favour  of  doing 
away  with  the  half  of  the  people  being  com- 
pelled to  go  to  the  poll.  I  loyally  supported  that. 
I  showed  the  reason  why  I  objected  to  the  bare 
majority — the  majority  of  one.  I  was  then 
confronted  with  this  fact :  They  asked  me  if  I 
knew  of  'anything  else  where  more  than  a  bare 
majority  was  required.  I  said,  "Yes,  I  do."" 
What  is  the  practice  followed  by  the  great  in- 
dustrial bodies  of  England  and  the  Continent?* 
We  all  know  it  requires  a  three  fourths  majority 
before  they  go  out  on  strike  ;  and,  having  that 
before  me,  and  knowing  the  wise  provision) 
there  is  in  that  law,  and  that  it  had  prevented 
those  national  disasters,  I  felt  fortified  in  say- 
ing it  must  not  be  a  bare  majority  at  all  on  this 
question :  if  we  are  to  have  a  majority  at  all,, 
it  must  be  a  fair  and  decisive  majority.  That 
was  the  reason  I  gave  for  wanting  the  thing, 
carried  by  a  three-fifths  majority.  Now,  what 
is  a  three-fifths  majority?  It  is  simply  and 
absolutely  sixty  people  out  of  a  hundred.  It  is 
only  a  10-per-cent.  majority.  It  is  really  only 
9  per  cent,  between  the  bare  majority  and  the 
three-fifths  majority.  You  may  twist  it  how 
you  like  ;  you  may  use  bigger  numbers,  but  it 
will  only  come  back  to  that.  I  told  these 
people,  "  I  am  not  in  favour  of  licenses  be- 
ing transferred  about  from  one  part  of  a  dis- 
trict to  another " ;  and  when  the  Bill  was 
passing  through  the  House  I  gave  my  reasons 
why  I  was  in  favour  of  preventing  these  re- 
movals, and  I  have  loyally  supported  that,  and 
I  have  supported  everything  I  thought  was 
right,  and  fair,  and  proper,  and  just,  and  in  the 
interest  of  all  classes,  of  the  community.  That 
is  the  principle  I  followed  out  in  this  House. 
I  told  my  electors  when  I  was  first  returned 
that  I  support  measures  and  not  men,  and  I 
accept  those  measures  which  would  be  best, 
and  for  the  benefit  not  of  one  section  of  the 
community  merely,  whether  it  is  the  temper- 
ance party  on  the  one  hand  or  the  prohibition 
party  on  the  other ;  but  I  oonsider  whether  it 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  main  body  of  the 
electors — the  people  of  this  country.  We  have- 
given  a  large  amount  of  time  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  matter.  We  know  that  these 
measures  dealing  with  a  great  sooial  question 
cannot  be  carried  through  this  House  without 
a  large  amount  of  time,,  and  I  myself  believe 
the  more  we  debate  them-  the  better  we  shalk 
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be  able  to  eome  to  a  wise  decision.  It  is 
wrong  to  do  things  hurriedly,  but  we  do  expect, 
-when  we  devote  our  time  here,  when  we  attend 
regularly  and  punctually  here,  and  when  the 
question  has  been  decided  twice,  there  should 
be  an  end  to  the  matter.  We  do  not  believe 
it  should  be  brought  up  and  up  again  until 
■some  particular  issue  is  carried;  and  then, 
when  it  is  carried,  what  is  the  result?  It  is 
simply  this :  We  are  placed  in  the  position  of 
being  looked  on  as  mere  voting-machines  for 
•our  principles.  If  the  points  of  policy  whioh 
we  uphold  happen  to  be  in  the  direction  in 
which  they  are  wanted  by  certain  people,  then 
it  is  all  right.  But  if  they  happen  to  be  out- 
ride that,  what  is  the  result?  We  are  called 
on  to  vote  and  vote  until  the  question  gets  into 
a  particular  groove.  I  rose  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  my  position,  and  to  indicate 
the  particular  points  of  policy  which  I  advocate 
becoming  law.  At  any  rate,  I  do  hope  that 
the  Bill  will  now  be  allowed  to  have  a  fair  trial, 
so  that  we  can  see  how  it  will  work  and  affect 
£he  people. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE.— I  rise,  Sir,  to  a  point 
•of  order.  The  point  is  as  to  whether  the  third 
reading  of  this  Bill  and  a  division  on  it  can  be 
taken  until  clause  33  is  translated  and  printed 
in  Maori ;  also  the  alterations  in  that  clause. 
That  clause  refers  to  the  Native  race,  and  so 
-do  the  alteration*  in  that  clause. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  rule  in  regard  to  trans- 
lation is  that  when  there  is  a  Bill  before  the 
House  which  specially  affects  the  Maori  race 
it  must  be  translated.  It  does  not  follow  that 
•every  amendment  of  the  clauses  contained  in  a 
Bill  affecting  both  races  must  be  translated 
before  it  should  pass  the  House.  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  cause  unnecessary  delay,  and 
•might  be  used  to  inconvenience  members 
•charged  with  the  conduct  of  legislative  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH.— I  will  not  take  more 
than  two  or  three  minutes.  I  recognise  quite 
well  that  the  House  is  anxious  to  get  this 
matter  through  Parliament,  and  I  want  merely 
to  say  one  or  two  words  as  to  why,  in  my 
•opinion,  the  third  reading  should  go  through 
now.  I  recognise  the  dangerous  practice  of 
-taking  the  third  reading  immediately  on  a  Bill 
being  brought  up  from  Committee,  but  I  also 
recognise  that  this  is  a  very  important  Bill, 
And  that  its  progress  has  been  carefully  fol- 
lowed through  Committee  by  those  inside  as 
well  as  by  others  outside  the  House.  I  recog- 
nise also  that  the  Legislative  Council  has  very 
little  work  before  it;  and,  in  addition,  as  we 
are  now  in  the  fifteenth  week  of  the  session, 
if  we  delay  the  third  reading  in  this  House  it 
may  affect  its  chance  of  getting  through  another 
place.  It  is  only  fair  also  that  I  should  say 
that  I  think  the  Bill  as  now  passed  is  a  con- 
siderable improvement  on  previous  legislation, 
•and  this  not  only  from  the  temperance  stand- 
point. I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  look  at  it 
from  that  standpoint  altogether,  but  more  in 
the  direction  of  getting  this  matter  settled  by 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  in  a  way  satis- 
iactory  to  all  concerned.    I  consider  the  debate 


on  the  Bill,  and  the  divisions  on  it  in  Commit- 
tee, have  been  very  fair.  I  and  others  have 
moved  from  time  to  time  various  amendments 
and  have  been  defeated.  I  accept  the  defeat 
loyally,  and  I  am  prepared  to  bow  to  it;  but 
these  amendments  have  shown  the  trend  of 
public  opinion  to  a  certain  extent.  There  is 
one  thing  that  I  think  is  a  blot  in  the  Bill 
from  the  standpoint  of  a  Liberal  House,  and 
that  is  the  fact  that  in  the  poll  for  this  colony 
the  question  has  to  be  settled  by  a  three-fifths 
majority.  I  think  that  ought  to  be  a  bare 
majority.  I  moved  in  that  direction,  but  was 
defeated.  I  hope  that  the  way  is  now  clear,  and 
that  when  this  licensing  question  comes  before 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  at  the  next  licens- 
ing eleotion  the  matter  will  be  fully  gone  into, 
and  that  we  shall  have  a  very  full  vote,  so  that 
we  may  find  out  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  on  this  very  important  social 
question. 

Mr.  BELL.  —  I  am  going  to  oocupy  even 
less  time  than  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City.  I  wish,  in  the  first  place, 
to  correct  what  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  has  said  and  reiterated — that 
the  House  has  determined  twice  previously  the 
question  whether  the  licensing  poll  should  take 
place  on  the  general-election  day.  It  was  de- 
cided in  two  different  ways  in  two  divisions, 
and  therefore  a  third  division  should  now  be 
taken  to  settle  the  question  as  between  the 
two  votes  previously  taken.  I  admit  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  has 
just  said  about  this  Bill  being  a  material  ad- 
vance on  previous  legislation  upon  this  subject. 
The  Premier  has  said  that  whatever  hap- 
pens he  will  be  accused  of  not  having  be- 
haved fairly  or  correctly  in  respect  of  it.  I 
wish  to  say  that,  for  my  part,  I  think  the  Pre- 
mier has  been  entirely  fair,  since  the  Bill  has 
been  in  Committee,  to  both  parties,  and  I 
should  not  be  apt  to  say  that  with  regard  to 
the  Premier  unless  I  really  felt  as  I  do  in  re- 
spect of  this  matter.  I  think  that  the  House 
has  been  led  to  give  its  well-considered  judg- 
ment on  the  clauses  which  the  Government 
submitted  to  it  without  any  attempt  to  control 
it,  and  that  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
there  has  been  a  disposition  to  permit  the 
House  to  determine  the  question  on  its  merits, 
and  that  is,  I  think,  a  satisfaction  to  the 
House.  That  the  course  pursued  is  approved 
is  shown  by  the  result  of  the  several  debates  to- 
day, during  which  there  has  been  no  waste  of 
time,  and  the  several  matters  have  been  settled 
by  the  House  expeditiously. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— This  Bill,  Sir,  and  its 
history  are  remarkable  both  this  session  and 
last  session,  but  more  particularly  this  session 
the  career  of  the  Bill  has  been  most  remark- 
able. It  has  been  forced  on  the  Government 
in  an  amended  form  by  a  combination  of  the 
Opposition  and  a  section  of  the  supporters  of 
the  Government  who  favour  prohibition.  The 
Government  have  Bhown  no  strength  and  no 
backbone  in  the  matter.  They  have  been 
shoved  and  twisted  about  by  the  Opposition 
members  and  their  prohibition  supporters  aa 
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those  honourable  members  have  thought  fit. 
They  have  put  all  sorts  of  alterations  and 
anomalies  into  the  measure,  and  I  undertake 
to  say  that  the  Premier  has  not  the  slightest 
idea  what  the  Bill  means,  and  am  satisfied 
that  not  a  single  member  of  the  House  could 
at  the  present  moment  state  what  the  Bill  is 
really  likely  to  accomplish.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  think  we  are  fairly  entitled  to  have  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  postponed  until  after 
it  is  printed,  and  we  can  see  what  it  fairly 
means.  This  is  a  most  peculiar  measure.  It 
is  a  measure  in  which  two  sections  of  the  com- 
munity are  greatly  interested,  but  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people  do  not  care  much  about  its 
provisions.  All  they  require  is  to  be  allowed 
their  liberties  to  live  as  they  have  been  living, 
and  to  travel  about  the  country  as  they  have 
been  doing.  However,  there  is  another  section 
of  the  community  who  think  it  their  special 
function  in  life  to  curtail  the  liberties  of  all 
other  people,  and  the  Government  in  a  weak 
moment,  two  years  ago,  gave  way,  to  a  great 
extent,  to  that  section.  There  is  also  a  sec- 
tion in  this  House  who  pander  to  that  class 
of  the  community,  and  they  do  so  on  every 
opportunity,  so  as  to  gain  their  support  at  the 
election.  The  action  of  many  members  in  con- 
nection with  this  measure  is  ruled  by  that  con- 
sideration. I  have  always  expressed  my  views 
fearlessly  in  connection  with  the  matter,  and 
have  always  looked  on  the  cancellation  of 
hotelkeepers'  licenses  without  compensation  as 
being  a  fraud  on  that  particular  class  of  the 
community.  For  instance,  what  may  happen 
under  this  Bill  ?  A  man  who  has  been  hard- 
working all  his  life,  and  very  industrious,  has 
saved  a  few  hundred  pounds ;  he  may  invest 
that  money  in  hotel  property.  Under  this 
measure  the  next  week  he  is  liable  to  have 
every  penny  of  his  savings  forfeited.  There  is 
a  class  of  people  known  in  the  colony  as  pro- 
hibited persons.  I  had  a  letter  the  other  day 
from  a  gentleman  who  came  from  the  South 
to  the  City  of  Wellington.  He  has  been  for 
sixteen  years  connected  with  the  hotel  business 
in  the  South  Island.  He  bought  an  hotel  in 
Wellington,  and  he  writes  to  me  to  say  that 
there  are  so  many  prohibited  persons  in  Wel- 
lington that  it  is  impossible  for  him  or  his 
servants  to  say  who  is  prohibited,  and  he  or  his 
servants  may  sell  to  a  prohibited  person  with- 
out knowing  anything  about  him.  All  they 
know  is  that  every  week  they  receive  a  regis- 
tered letter  saying  that  Mary  Ann  So-and-so  is 
a  prohibited  person,  and  cannot  be  supplied 
with  liquor;  and  if  he  or  his  barman  sup- 
plies her  with  liquor  he  is  liable  to  have  his 
license  cancelled  and  to  lose  every  shilling  he 
has  ever  saved.  I  say  that  is  not  fair.  It  is 
not  doing  justice  to  the  people  of  the  colony. 
There  are  many  other  matters  in  connection 
with  the  Bill  I  should  like  to  refer  to,  but  I  do 
not  care  to  detain  the  House  at  this  time,  after 
the  excessive  work  that  has  been  done  during 
the  present  week ;  but  there  is  one  matter  that 
transpired  during  the  afternoon  I  cannot  allow 
to  pass  without  remark.  It  is  that  the  Premier 
took  the  opportunity  of  creating  a  triennial 
Mr.  Tt.  McKenzie 


Sunday  in  this  colony.  That  is  a  matter  that 
has  never  been  known  to  be  done  under  any 
British  Constitution  before.  In  fact,  Constan- 
tino, who  first  gave  Sunday  a  legal  status,  will 
have  to  give  way  to  the  Premier;  and  the  twelve 
apostles,  I  am  afraid,  will  have  to  give  way  to- 
the  Seddon  Government.  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches  will  not 
be  known  again  as  "the  seven  devils  of  So- 
cialism," but  as  "  the  seven  Sunday-makers/* 
I  believe  they  were  called  "  the  seven  devils  of 
Socialism  "  at  one  time,  but  I  should  not  like  to- 
apply  that  term  to  them.  They  have  overcome* 
that  now,  and  will  be  known  as  "  the  seven 
Sunday-makers."  I  believe  that  in  a  few  years,, 
if  one  of  us  goes  into  any  of  the  schools  of  the 
colony,  and  asks  the  most  promising  pupil  in 
the  Third  or  Fourth  Standard  who  made  the* 
world,  he  will  answer,  "  Richard  John  Seddon,'^ 
and  if  asked  who  made  Sunday,  **  Oh !  it  was- 
the  Seddon  Government."  Well,  if  that  style 
of  thing  goes  on,  all  of  our  orthodox  ideas  of 
Sunday  will  be  entirely  obliterated.  The  fact 
is,  this  little  corner  of  the  world  has  been  going 
on  at  so  fast  and  so  furious  a  rate  within  the 
last  few  years  that  in  another  few  years,  if  this 
Government  oontinues  in  office  without  recon- 
struction, we  shall  never  know  what  will  happen 
next  session,  or  next  year.  In  my  opinion, 
with  legislation  of  this  kind  on  the  statute- 
book,  no  man  is  safe  in  investing  money  in  any 
property  in  the  colony.  Take  a  case  such  as 
the  instance  I  gave,  where  a  man  worked  hard 
for  a  lifetime,  and  is  liable  to  have  his  earn- 
ings confiscated  within  a  few  minutes  by  legis- 
lation of  this  class  placed  on  the  statute-book. 
I  am  sure  this  business  cannot  last — that  no- 
reasonable  or  rational  people  will  put  up  with 
it ;  and  therefore  I  hope  the  Government,  before 
passing  the  measure  through,  will  have  the 
alterations  that  have  been  made  printed,  so 
that  we  may  consider  them  before  coming  to  a> 
division  on  the  third  reading.  I  say  it  is  only 
fair  and  just  that  we  should  have  these  altera- 
tions and  amendments  in  our  hands,  and  then? 
we  shall  know  what  we- are  doing.  There  have 
been  so  many  amendments  and  alterations  that 
no  member  of  the  House,  not  even  the  Premier,, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  has  the  slightest 
idea  what  the  Bill  means.  I  hope  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  delay  a  division  on  the 
third  reading  until  we  have  the  amendment* 
before  us. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.  — I  shall  not  detain  the- 
House  more  than  five  minutes.  I  know  the 
Premier  is  tired,  and  that  members  do  not 
want  to  be  detained.  But  I  want  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  singular  fact  that,, 
in  Committee  on  the  Bill  this  afternoon,  when 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District  moved  a  clause  affecting  the  Maoris,, 
it  was  ruled  out  of  order,  on  the  ground  that, 
though  it  had  been  interpreted  to  many  Maoris, 
it  had  not  been  printed  in  Maori.  You,  Sir,, 
have  ruled  that  in  the  case  of  a  mere  amend- 
ment affecting  the  Maoris  in  a  general  Bill  it  is 
not  essential  that  that  should  be  interpreted 
and  printed  in  Maori.  The  unfortunate  position- 
is  that  we  have  the  difference  of  opinion  be- 
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tween  the  gentlemen  who  occupy  the  chairs. 
An  important  amendment  by  the  Northern 
Maori  member  was  ruled  out  of  order  on  that 
ground,  and  has  not  been  put  in  this  Bill.  As 
regards  one  or  two  other  matters,  I  think  the 
Bui  has  been  very  largely  bettered  by  the 
House.  It  has  been  shaped  in  many  important 
respects  into  a  very  much  better  Bill  than  it 
was  before.  It  has  been  improved  in  a  way 
which  the  last  speaker  does  not  approve  of,  but 
which  I  do.  There  are  many  distinct  improve- 
ments in  it.  One  is  that  hotels  cannot  be 
shifted  long  distances,  which  led  to  grievous 
wrong  under  the  last  Aot.  A  second  is  that  the 
bare  majority  oan  rule  for  reduotion,  and  the 
temperance  party  is  not  now  to  be  disunited 
into  half  reductionists  and  half  Prohibitionists, 
but  will  present  a  united  front.  I  am  glad  to 
see  the  necessity  for  having  half  the  votes  on 
the  roll  polled  is  done  away  with.  Both  sides 
have  now  to  go  to  the  poll.  The  publican 
party  and  the  tea  party  have  both  got  to  fight, 
and  not  one  party  to  stay  at  home  now,  as 
in  the  past.  It  has  got  to  be  a  fair  field 
and  no  favour,  and  would  have  been  if  the 
Premier  had  only  gone  for  the  prohibition 
clause  on  a  bare  majority.  Still,  this  Bill  is  a 
very  great  advance,  and  I  would  join  with  Mr. 
Bell  in  praise  of  the  Premier  if  I  had  not 
been  longer  in  the  House  than  he  has  been.  I 
will  wait  until  the  Bill  comes  back  to  us.  I  do 
not  want  to  discuss  anything  about  the  Upper 
House  now.  If  this  Bill  comes  back  from  the 
Lords  in  anything  like  its  present  shape  it 
will  be  a  great  improvement  upon  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  past.  One  cannot  but  feel  anxiety 
about  its  fate  in  another  place.  This  Bill  is, 
on  the  whole,  a  satisfactory  solution  of  a  very 
difficult  question.  I  believe  I  am  voicing  the 
feeling  of  the  House  when  I  express  a  hope 
that  tnere  will  not  be  any  serious  amendments 
made  in  the  Bill  in  another  place.  We  have 
had  this  question  a  standing  dish  for  many 
years,  and  I  tbink  we  should  have  a  change. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Sir,  not  having  spoken 
on  the  second  reading,  or  on  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  while  passing  through  Committee,  I  desire 
to  say  a  few  words,  lest  my  reticenoe  should  be 
misunderstood.  The  honourable  member  for 
the  Buller  spoke  of  compensation  to  publicans. 
Well,  Sir,  we  have  got  beyond  that.  The  ques- 
tion of  compensation  to  hotelkeepers  and  those 
connected  with  the  liquor  trade  is  dead  and 
buried,  and  is  never  likely  to  be  resurrected  in 
this  country.  I  must  compliment  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  G.  J. 
Smith)  on  the  very  temperate  remarks  he  made, 
and  the  common- sense  view  he  took  of  the  whole 
situation.  We  look  upon  the  honourable  mem- 
ber as  a  very  ardent  advocate  of  the  tem- 
perance section  of  the  community.  I  am  in 
accord  with  the  temperance  reform  movement, 
but  there  are  some  things  said  and  done  by 
a  section  of  that  party  known  as  the  violent 
prohibition  section,  consisting  of  a  very  small 
number,  that  I  do  not  approve  of.  I  sincerely 
regret  the  action  taken  by  that  section  in  speak- 
ing of  the  Premier,  and  I  regret  the  remarks 
that  have  been  made  on  the  platform  and  in 


the  columns  of  their  organ,  the  Prohibitionist. 
The  temperance  cause  is  one  that  does  not  re- 
quire any  sourrility  or  vituperation  to  advance 
it.  No  good  cause  can  be  advanced  by  such 
means ;  all  great  reforms  have  been  piecemeal. 
In  the  Old  Country  all  social  reforms  have 
been  got  little  by  little.  When  we  consider  the 
question  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  America 
we  find  that  that  question  has  been  dealt  with 
little  by  little.  I  consider  a  great  advance  was 
made  in  the  temperance  cause,  and  in  temper- 
ance legislation  generally,  by  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1893.  That  Bill  contained  very  effectual 
provisions ;  those  provisions  were  in  advance  of 
any  previous  legislation ;  and  when  I  look  into 
the  provisions  of  the  present  Bill  I  find  they 
are  in  advanoe  of  the  provisions  of  the  Alooholio 
Liquors  Sale  Control  Aot  of  1893.  So  that  I 
think  every  section  of  the  House  has  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and 
I  sincerely  hope  they  will  be  accepted  by  the 
oountry,  and  will  bring  about  in  due  time  the 
desired  reform.  I  voted  this  evening  for  the 
recommittal  of  clause  4,  for  the  taking  of  the 
local  and  general  prohibition  poll  on  general- 
election  day,  for  this  reason :  that  I  desire  to  see 
the  largest  possible  vote  taken.  I  believe  in 
trusting  the  people  and  trusting  the  common- 
sense  of  the  people.  It  was  stated  this  would 
be  importing  a  foreign  issue  on  general -election 
day.  I  fail  to  see  the  question  of  temperance 
reform  is  a  foreign  issue.  The  question  of  tem- 
perance reform,  as  a  social  question,  has  been 
before  the  public  ever  since  the  foundation  of 
this  colony.  It  has  been  gradually  growing  in 
importance  in  the  convictions  of  the  people; 
and  to  say  that  it  is  a  foreign  issue  is  not  cor- 
rect. It  is  a  question  the  people  have  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  during  the  past,  in  the  pre- 
sent, and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  in  the 
future.  And  I  contend  general- election  day 
is  the  proper  day  on  which  we  are  likely  to 
obtain  the  largest  possible  vote  on  this  question. 
I  do  not  think  for  a  moment  that  people  will 
be  influenced  on  this  one  issue  so  far  as  to 
return  to  this  House  lobsided  politicians.  I 
do  not  think  people  are  likely  to  sink  all 
other  considerations  for  this  one.  Those  in 
favour  of  temperance  reform  will  look  at  a  man 
from  many  standpoints,  as  well  as  from  a  tem- 
perance standpoint ;  so  that  I  do  not  think  it 
will  act  injuriously  upon  the  representation  of 
the  country.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  four  issues 
— license,  reduction,  local  and  general  prohibi- 
tion— in  the  Bill.  To  have  eliminated  reduo- 
tion from  the  Bill  would  have  been  a  very 
great  mistake.  A  large  body  of  the  public 
are  in  favour  of  bringing  about  temperanoe  re- 
form by  stage 8,  as  a  gradual  process.  They  look 
at  it  something  like  this— let  me  employ  an 
illustration:  During  the  Crimean  War,  when 
the  allied  armies  were  surrounding  Sebastopol, 
the  French  were  ordered  to  attack  the  Mala- 
koff.  .  With  the  military  genius  characteristic 
of  the  French  nation  they  attacked  and  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  out  the  Russians.  The  Rus- 
sians came  back,  but  they  did  not  succeed  in 
dispossessing  the  Frenoh.  About  the  same  time 
the  English  section  of  the  allied  army  was 
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oalled  upon  to  attack  the  Redan.  With  all 
the  military  genius  of  our  own  nation,  they 
attacked  the  Redan,  took  possession  of  it, 
drove  the  Russians  out;  the  Russians  oame 
back,  dispossessed  the  English,  drove  them  out, 
and  almost  annihilated  them.  History  tells  us 
that  the  Redan  was  never  again  taken  by  the 
English.  The  conclusion  one  arrives  at  from 
the  illustration  is  thiB  :  that  if  those  in  favour 
of  temperance  reform  are  only  satisfied  with  a 
measure  of  reform  which  meets  with  the  ap- 
proval of  public  opinion,  then  that  reform  will 
take  place ;  but  if  legislation  takes  place  in  ad- 
vance of  public  opinion,  on  this  or  any  other 
important  question,  there  is  sure  to  be  a  re- 
action— they  will  be  driven  out  of  the  citadel, 
and  it  will  take  years  to  regain  it.  Looking 
at  the  number  of  persons  who  voted  in  1894  on 
the  liquor  question,  I  find  that  only  122,234,  out 
of  a  total  of  248,194  available  votes,  were  re- 
corded ;  in  other  words,  only  49  per  cent,  of  the 
total  number  of  available  votes  were  recorded 
on  the  occasion  of  the  last  general  local- option 
poll.  Now,  that  is  not  a  fair  representation  of 
public  opinion ;  and  I  think,  if  we  get  60  or 
70  per  cent,  of  the  people  to  record  their  votes, 
then  we  shall  have  an  expression  of  opinion 
that  will  settle  the  matter  for  some  time,  so 
that  both  parties  will  settle  down,  and  the  feel- 
ing in  this  country  on  the  question  will  be  in  a 
normal  condition. 

Major  STEWARD.— Sir,  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment are  to  be  congratulated  on  arriving  at 
so  good  a  solution  of  a  very  difficult  question. 
Last  year  the  Premier  said  that  he  was  going 
to  bring  down  a  Bill  which  would  please  all 
parties.  Well,  he  brought  down  a  Bill,  and  took 
a  good  deal  of  trouble  with  it,  and  he  suc- 
ceeded in  pleasing  a  great  many  people,  though 
I  do  not  think  he  succeeded  in  pleasing  every- 
body. But  this  year  the  Bill  which  he  has 
brought  down  is,  I  think,  a  very  fair  solution 
of  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen.  Now,  my 
honourable  friend  who  has  just  spoken  re- 
ferred to  the  female  franchise  in  connection 
with  this  vote.  Well,  some  seven  or  eight 
years  ago  I  myself  had  the  honour  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  dealing  with  the  licensing-laws,  and  in 
that  Bill  I  proposed  to  give  every  adult  in  the 
colony  the  right  to  vote  on  this  question.  That 
was  not  carried,  but  common-sense  has  since 
asserted  itself,  and  it  has  become  law  that 
every  woman  has  a  vote  equally  with  every 
man  upon  all  questions,  and,  I  think,  very 
much  to  the  advantage  of  the  country  all  round. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  three-fifths 
vote,  I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  substantial 
majority  with  respect  to  the  question  of  taking 
away  all  licenses,  either  in  a  particular  district 
or  throughout  the  colony  at  large.  I  do  not 
think  a  simple  majority  is  sufficient  in  a 
case  where  matters  of  this  sort  are  involved. 
I  think  the  Government  have  done  very  well. 
The  Bill  as  it  now  stands  is  a  very  fair  solution 
of  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  MoNAB.— Sir,  I  think  the   House  will 

excuse  me  if  I  occupy  one  or  two  minutes  in 

saying  a  few  words  on  the  Bill,  seeing  that 

previous  to  the  Government  bringing  down  the 

Mr.  Meredith 


measure  the  third  reading  of  which  is  now 
proceeding  I  had  the  honour  to  propose  the 
second  reading  of  a  Bill  dealing  with  thia 
same  subject.  I  think  it  is  only  giving  fair 
justioe  to  the  Premier  to  express  my  views  in 
regard  to  this  Bill.  I  think,  Sir,  the  Premier 
has  brought  down  a  Bill — the  one  we  are  now 
reading  for  the  third  time — which  is  a  very 
considerable  improvement  on  the  measure  I 
introduced  myself.  It  has  now  passed  through 
Committee,  and  is  to  go  to  another  place,  and 
I  may  safely  say  there  are  a  great  many  im- 
provements introduced  in  it,  and  I  have  no- 
cause  whatever  to  regret  that  this  House  gave 
no  special  facilities  for  discussing  the  measure 
which  I  introduced.  I  deem  it  only  justice  to 
so  express  my  views  in  regard  to  the  Premier's 
Bill.  There  are  one  or  two  speeches  about 
which  I  should  also  like  to  say  a  word.  I 
think  it  is  a  cause  for  regret  that  the  House  has 
selected  the  general- elect  ion  day  as  the  day 
upon  which  elections  are  to  take  place  under 
this  Bill.  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that 
the  sooner  thiB  subject  is  removed  from  being 
a  political  one,  and  made  wholly  a  social 
question,  the  better  it  will  be  for  us  and  the 
country.  There  is  so  strong  an  agitation  all 
over  the  country,  in  every  town,  in  every  house, 
over  this  important  subjeot  that  it  is  sure  to 
loom  large  on  general-election  day,  and  I  hold 
that  the  issue  on  that  day  ought  not  to  be 
clouded  by  any  other  question,  or  by  side-issues 
being  introduced  into  the  great  question  on 
the  general  representation  of  the  people.  The 
whole  of  the  energies  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
concentrated  upon  selecting  some  person  who 
will  best  represent  them  generally  on  all  the 
questions  which  may  arise  during  his  term  of 
office.  However,  1  hope  my  views  in  this  con- 
nection will  be  found  to  be  erroneous,  and  that 
as  time  wears  on  the  House  and  the  country 
will  have  no  oause  to  regret  the  decision  which 
has  been  made  this  evening.  Another  thing 
which  has  been  introduced  differing  from  the 
law  as  it  at  present  exists  is  comprised  in  the 
operation  of  what  is  known  as  the  abolition  of 
half- voting.  It  is  now  to  the  interests  of  all 
parties  to  do  their  best  to  carry  their  views  into 
law,  and  they  are  not  barred  from  doing  so  by 
being  compelled  to  ballot  on  a  fixed  number 
of  votes.  Then,  in  regard  to  the  number  of  li- 
censes that  may  be  granted,  I  think  the  House 
has  done  well  in  striking  out  from  them  the 
bottle  licenses,  which  have  been  the  cause  of 
considerable  dissatisfaction  from  time  to  time. 
As  to  the  system  of  voting,  in  a  measure  whioh 
has  been  introduced  here  before  it  was  proposed 
to  remove  reduction  altogether  from  the  issues 
which  were  to  be  submitted  to  the  people. 
Here,  Sir,  we  have  succeeded  in  retaining  re- 
duction, and  at  the  same  time,  to  my  mind, 
satisfying  completely  those  who  desired  that 
reduction  should  be  struck  out,  and  we  have 
done  that  by  giving  to  every  voter  a  vote  on 
every  one  of  the  four  issues  whioh  are  to  be 
submitted  to  him.  It  now  matters  nothing 
whether  reduction  is  retained  or  struck  out,  to 
those  who  think  that  reduction  ought  not  to 
be  one  of  the  issues,  because  the  votes  are 
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'taken  on  the  various  subjects  separately,  and 
•the  decision  of  the  poll  goes  according  to  the 
number  of  votes  recorded.  These  are  some  of 
the  main  questions  upon  which  I  wished  to 
express  my  opinion,  and  I  wish  to  say  again 
that,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  measure,  as  it  has 
inow  passed  through  this  House,  is,  to  my 
mind,  a  great  improvement  not  only  on  pre- 
vious legislation,  but  on  the  measure  I  had  the 
honour  myself  of  introducing.  There  is  one 
matter  I  have  been  asked  to  refer  to  before 
sitting  down.  There  has  been  some  difference 
•of  opinion,  I  understand,  as  to  the  attitude  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Parnell  in  voting 
<m  this  question  while  the  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee; and  in  justice  to  that  honourable 
gentleman  I  would  say  that  the  first  evening 
the  Bill  was  in  Committee  I  understood  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  had  paired 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley,  and 
-during  the  whole  of  the  evening  the  honour- 
able gentleman  consulted  me  as  to  the  direc- 
tion in  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley,  who  was  absent,  would  wish  to  record 
his  vote,  and  according  as  I  indicated  the  views 
•of  the  honourable  member  so  the  honourable 
member  for  Parnell  acted  when  the  divisions 
-came  on.  So  far,  therefore,  as  I  am  aware  the 
honourable  member  honourably  stood  by  his 
"'  pair  "  during  that  evening.  I  have  to  con- 
gratulate the  Premier  and  the  House  on  the 
early  chance  there  is  of  this  measure  becoming 
law,  and  on  the  prospect  there  now  is  of  this 
vexed  question  of  temperance  reform  being 
-settled  for  some  time  to  come. 

Mr.  REEVES.— I  think  it  is  only  just  to  my- 
self to  take  the  opportunity  of  putting  this  on 
record — namely,  that,  whilst  I  yield  perhaps  to 
no  one  in  the  House  in  the  interest  I  take  in 
this  question,  yet  I  have  not  spoken  either  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  nor  to  any  length 
-at  all  nor  on  any  number  of  occasions  in  Com- 
mittee. But  to  most  honourable  gentlemen 
in  this  House,  of  course,  the  reason  why  I  have 
not  done  bo  must  be  very  obvious.  A  Minister 
who  wishes  to  see  a  Government  Bill  make 
progress  does  not  do  well  to  take  up  any  appre- 
ciable amount  of  time  in  expressing  his  own 
views  on  it  unless  he  is  in  charge  of  the 
measure.  Therefore,  of  course,  my  brother- 
members  will  fully  understand  why  I  have  not 
spoken  on  the  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  outside 
this  House  these  things  are  not  understood 
•quite  so  clearly.  Therefore  I  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  mentioning  that  it  is  not  at  all  on  ac- 
count of  want  of  interest  that  I  have  not  taken 
up  the  time  of  the  House  while  the  Bill  has 
been  going  through.  For  my  part,  I  simply 
rise  now  to  congratulate  my  chief,  the  Premier, 
upon  this  Bill,  which  I  think  all  reasonable  men 
will  admit  is  a  very  remarkable  advance  on  any 
previous  measure  which  has  gone  on  the  statute- 
book,  not  only  here,  but  in  any  British  colony 
in  this  quarter  of  the  globe.  That  it  would 
not  satisfy  everybody  of  course  we  understand, 
"but  I  think  it  will  satisfy  most  thinking  people 
who  have  directed  their  thoughts  to  this  most 
intricate  and  knotty  of  social  problems.  For 
the  rest,  I  shall  reserve  any  remarks  I  have  to 


make — and  I  have  a  good  deal  that  I  should 
like  to  say — for  my  constituents.  They,  as  my 
friend  Mr.  Smith  knowB,  take  a  very  deep 
interest  in  this  question,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
await  with  considerable  interest. what  he  has 
to  say  on  the  subjeot,  and  I  have  no  doubt  my 
friends  will  give  him  a  very  patient  and  at- 
tentive hearing  when  he  speaks.  Whether  his 
will  do  the  same  to  me,  time  alone  can  show ; 
but,  whether  or  not  they  will  allow  me  to 
express  myself  on  the  subject,  I  shall  certainly 
attempt  to  do  so. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— All  I  have  to  say  on  the 
third  reading  of  this  measure  is  that  I  hope 
the  anticipations  of  my  temperance  friends  in 
this  House  will  be  realised,  and  that  this  Bill, 
when  it  is  placed  on  the  statute-book,  will 
settle  this  vexed  question  once  and  for  ever. 
My  sentiments  on  this  question  have  not 
altered.  Like  the  Minister  of  Education,  I 
intend  to  address  my  electors,  and  to  deal 
exhaustively,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  with  this 
question  on  a  Parnell  platform,  and  I  intend 
to  do  that  within  a  week  after  the  close  of  the 
session;  and  I  shall  say  to  my  electors  what 
I  should  have  said  if  I  had  spoken  on  the 
floor  of  this  House. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  should  like  to  have 
spoken  at  some  length  on  this  Bill,  to  have 
explained  its  present  position,  as  my  consti- 
tuency takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  question, 
but,  as  the  House  and  the  country  desire  to 
Bee  this  Bill  passed,  I  shall  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House.  But  I  have  to  say  this : 
This  is  a  great  advance  on  any  legislation 
which  has  yet  been  brought  before  the  coun- 
try. There  are  one  or  two  reforms  that  I 
would  have  liked  to  ■  see  in  the  Bill,  which 
reforms  have  not  been  carried  before,  but 
which  may  be  carried  at  some  future  time. 
I  can  indorse  some  of  the  opinions  which 
have  been  expressed  by  other  speakers.  I 
shall  not  now  take  up  the  time  of  the  House, 
as  it  is  a  matter  of  urgency  that  the  Bill 
should  be  passed. 

Mr.  HEKE.— I  desire  to  congratulate  the 
Premier.  It  is  very  seldom  that  I  do  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  legislation;  however,  he 
will  understand  that  I  am  not  prejudiced 
against  anything  and  everything  that  the 
Government  may  bring  forward,  if  their  mea- 
sures tend  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
the  people  of  the  colony.  On  this  occasion 
I  think  it  is  only  proper  for  me  to  extend  to 
the  Premier  and  the  Government  my  congratu- 
lations upon  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
tried  to  meet  the  desires  of  the  Natives  in 
reference  to  their  wish  to  bring  about  a 
change  in  the  liquor-laws  of  the  colony.  Al- 
though the  Premier  raised  a  technical  point 
this  evening  when  I  moved  a  clause,  I  quite 
excuse  him  for  that.  1  understand,  however, 
that  the  Speaker  has  ruled  against  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  which 
ruling,  I  thought,  myself,  was  a  most  pecu- 
liar one,  for  this  reason:  that,  when  amend- 
ments are  moved  on  anything  affecting  the 
Natives,  all  of  them  must  be  put  into  Maori 
and  printed.    Why,  it  would  delay  all  business, 
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and  more  especially  when  clauses  have  been 
passed  in  the  Bill  that  were  neither  translated 
nor  printed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  it  is  very  pleasant  to 
my  colleagues  and  to  myself  to  find  that  at  last 
this  Bill  is  to  be  read  a  third  time.  It  is  also 
pleasing  to  me  to  hear  members  holding  oppo- 
site vie ^s  upon  this  question  stating  that  they 
are  satisfied  with  the  measure  that  we  are  now 
about  to  pass.  I  desire  to  say  this :  that  this 
question  has  engaged  a  great  deal  of  our  time 
and  attention.  Speaking  personally,  there  is  no 
question  that  I  have  been  engaged  in  of  a  pub- 
lic character  that  I  have  approached  with  so 
earnest  a  desire  to  make  it  a  measure  not  in 
the  interests  of  one  party,  but  in  the  interests 
of  the  whole  community.  That  iB  the  spirit 
in  which  I  have  approached  this  measure.  I 
at  once  say  here  that,  whilst  the  Bill  about 
to  be  passed  has  given,  and  will  give,  general 
satisfaction  to  members  of  the  House,  I  know 
that  it  will  not  please  the  extreme  temperance 
reformers  of  New  Zealand.  I  know  that  I  shall 
not  receive,  now  that  it  is  passed — and  I  never 
expected  to  reoeive — at  their  hands  any  com- 
mendation for  the  reforms  which  have  been 
made  in  the  advanced  legislation  which  has 
been  passed,  and  which  will  be  proved  to  be 
in  the  interests  generally  of  the  country. 
What  has  been  said  before  will  be  said  again. 
But,  notwithstanding  that,  I  believe  that  the 
Government  and  the  House  —  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  —  have  done  their  duty 
fearlessly  and  faithfully.  On  the  other  hand, 
those  engaged  in  the  trade  are  not  satisfied 
with  this  measure.  I  have  been  told  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  while  this  measure  has 
been  going  through,  that  I  was  practically 
a  jelly-fish  in  the  hands  of  the  Prohibi- 
tionists. I  took  that  as  simply  spoken  in 
the  heat  of  the  moment.  I  have  been  told  by 
one  of  my  oldest  friends — one  for  whom  I  have 
the  greatest  respect,  and  I  believe  he  was  per- 
fectly conscientious  when  he  said  it — I  have 
been  told  that,  as  between  the  two  parties,  the 
Government  had  no  backbone,  and  that  we  had 
simply  been  parties  to  pass  a  measure  which 
in  its  working  would  prove  disastrous  and 
unsatisfactory.  Such  are  the  opinions  held 
in  respect  to  this  Bill  by  one  of  my  oldest  per- 
sonal and  political  friends  and  supporters.  I 
speak  now  for  the  last  time— at  least,  I  hope 
it  is — upon  this  question;  and  I  say,  as  re- 
gards the  extreme  views  and  wishes  of  the  Pro- 
hibitionists, that  I  have  refused  to  countenance 
them  in  passing  this  measure ;  and,  as  regards 
the  views  and  wishes  of  those  in  the  trade,  they 
have  also  bad  to  be  refused,  in  the  interests  of 
the  people.  In  these  matters  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  selfishness ;  but  it  is  our  duty,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  to  pass  such  legislation 
as  is  in  accordance  with  the  general  wishes  of 
the  community,  and  which  will  be  supported 
by  the  great  majority  of  the  people;  and  so 
long  as  we  do  that,  Sir,  we  have  nothing  to 
fear,  and  may  safely  leave  our  fate  in' the 
hands  of  the  people.  It  may  be  that  the 
passing  of  this  measure  will  militate  against 
the  Government. 
Mr.  Eeke 


Hon.  Members.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  believe,  myself ,  that  it  will 
do  so.  That  is  my  honest  conviction.  I  tell 
the  House  now  that,  if  it  were  the  means  to- 
morrow of  putting  the  Government  off  these 
benches,  at  all  events  we  have  conscientiously 
endeavoured  to  place  upon  the  statute-book  & 
measure  that  will  deal  effectively  with  a  great 
social  problem.  So  long  as  we  place  this 
liquor  question  under  proper  control  we  shall 
be  able  to  save  men  from  themselves.  We 
shall  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  we 
have  done  our  duty  to  our  country  and  our 
people.  I  was  very  much  pained  to  hear  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  New- 
Plymouth  during  the  passage  of  the  Bill  to- 
night. I  value  his  good  opinion  as  much  as 
that  of  any  member  of  this  House.  He  ia 
honest  and  conscientious  to  a  fault;  but,  when 
he  concludes  that  the  Government  have  done- 
wrong  in  giving  the  House  an  opportunity 
for  the  third  time  of  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  the  licensing  poll  taking  place  on  the> 
same  day  as  the  election  for  the  General 
Assembly,  he  should  remember  that  on  the  first 
oocasion  clause  2  in  the  Bill,  providing  for 
this,  was  retained  on  the  casting-vote  of  the 
Chairman,  so  evenly  were  we  balanced.  Again,, 
on  clause  4,  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City  was  carried  by  one 
vote — I  think,  by  thirty-one  to  thirty.  There 
were  then  one  or  two  members  who  did  not  re- 
cord their  votes,  and  had  they  done  so  they  would 
have  voted  in  favour  of  retaining  the  clause  in 
the  Bill.  When  asked  the  question  I  said 
that  another  opportunity  would  be  given  for 
considering  the  question.  As  leader  of  the 
House,  if  I  had  failed  to  give  that  opportunity, 
it  would  have  been  said  that  you  could  not- 
rely  upon  the  Premier's  word,  and  that  he  had 
not  kept  a  promise  he  had  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee. To  show  I  dealt  fairly  with  this  matter,, 
on  the  question  coming  on  again  to-night,  I 
would  very  much  have  preferred  to  have  had 
every  member  of  the  House  accounted  for, 
especially  seeing  that  we  were  dealing  with  so- 
large  a  question.  To  my  own  mind,  there  was 
no  question  so  open,  or  so  evenly  balanced,  as 
whether  or  not  it  was  right  or  wrong  to  hold 
the  licensing  election  on  the  same  day  as  that 
of  the  general  election.  In  all  these  thinga 
you  must  give  an  opportunity  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  to  express  their  views. 
On  a  Bill  being  reported  from  Committee  any 
member  of  the  House  can  move  to  recommit  it.. 
That  is  one  of  our  privileges.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary for  the  Government  to  move  to  recommit 
a  Bill,  but  I  did  it  in  this  instance  because  I 
gave  a  promise ;  and  had  I  not  done  so  any 
other  honourable  member  could  have  moved  to- 
recommit  the  Bill  for  the  consideration  of  this 
question. 

An  Hon.  Member. — But  he  could  not  have 
carried  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
on  this  question  the  Government  have  not  had 
any  prior  advantage,  and,  to  show  the  honour- 
able member  that  he  is  unfair  in  trying  to 
create  an  impression  that  it  was  the  Govern- 
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meat  trtic  forced  this  question  through,  I  may 
tell  him  that  two  of  my  colleagues,  knowing 
there  are  four  members  away  who  voted  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Invereargill,  and 
who  could  not  get  "  pairs/'  left  these  benches, 
bo  that  I  could  deal  fairly  with  those  who  held 
views  different  from  the  honourable  member's 
on  this  question.  In  face  of  that  fact,  is  it 
fair  to  say  that  the  Government  used  pressure 
in  forcing  the  election-day  for  the  licensing 
poll  to  be  the  same  as  that  for  the  general 
election  ?  Whatever  my  other  faults  may  be,  I 
have  alwayB  fought  fairly,  and  ever  will,  so 
long  as  I  am  here.  In  respect  to  this  question, 
there  has  been  a  change  of  opinion.  There 
were  a  number  of  members  who  voted  first  for 
the  licensing  elections  being  on  the  same  day 
as  the  General  Assembly  elections.  They  have 
not  altered  their  opinions,  and  I  think  time  and 
reflection  have  proved  that  they  were  perfectly 

{'ustified.  That  is  what  we  are  hero  for — to 
isten  to  argument  and  to  aot  accordingly.  On 
this  question  I  have  not  altered  my  opinion. 
If  I  had  I  should  have  been  manly  enough  to 
stand  up  in  the  House  and  tell  the  House 
that  I  had  made  a  mistake.  I  do  not  think 
what  we  have  done  is  a  mistake,  for  so  long 
as  we  have  government  by  the  people  we 
ought  to  allow  the  people  to  be  the  judges 
on  every  question.  I  believe  the  only  way  to 
solve  this  question  is  to  have  the  mind  of  the 
whole  of  the  people,  and  the  only  time  to 
get  that  is  on  the  day  of  the  general  elec- 
tion. Then,  whatever  the  mind  of  the  people 
may  be,  the  minority  must  rest  content,  and 
abide  by  the  decision  of  the  majority.  But, 
if  it  is  only  the  decision  of  a  mere  hand- 
ful, such  as  voted  on  the  last  occasion,  then 
uncertainty  and  doubt  is  created  as  to  whe- 
ther or  not  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  are 
in  favour  of  the  course  proposed,  and  those 
who  are  toiling  in  the  interests  of  reform,  and 
those  who  wish  matters  to  remain  as  they  are, 
are  dissatisfied.  Now  the  opportunity  has  been 
given  for  the  people  to  express  their  views,  and 
after  the  election  has  taken  place,  whether  the 
members  of  the  present  House  are  here  or  not, 
Parliament  will  still  go  on — there  will  still  be 
the  representatives  of  the  people — and,  if  any 
mistake  has  been  made,  those  members  who 
are  elected  will  alter  the  law  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  people.  We  are  not  passing  a  law  to  last 
for  ever ;  we  are  simply  passing  it  now  to  the 
best  of  our  judgment,  believing  that,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  fullest  expression  of  opinion  from 
the  people  of  the  country,  it  is  best  to  have 
this  election  on  the  General  Assembly  election- 
day.  I  said  when  I  introduced  the  Bill  that 
there  would  be  general  satisfaction  with  it.  I 
thought  out  the  measure  before  it  passed  its 
final  stages,  and  I  am  pleased  to  have  had  the 
assurance  of  honourable  members  to-night  that 
they  are  fully  satisfied,  and  that  my  prognosti- 
cations in  this  respect  have  proved  correct.  It 
has  been  stated  that  I  should  not  have  forced 
through  the  third  reading  to-night,  but  I  was 
bound  to  do  it  in  the  interests  of  the  mea- 
sure. I  know  that  I  leave  myself  open  to  its 
being  said  that  the  amendments  have  not  been 


printed,  and  that  the  third  reading,  after  the 
Bill  passed  through  Committee,  has  been  some- 
what hurried ;  but  let  members  bear  in  mind' 
this  fact :  that  the  Bill  passed  through  Com- 
mittee a  month  ago,  and  it  is  only  to-night 
that  we  put  in  two  or  three  formal  amend- 
ments. Many  of  the  amendments  now  in  the 
Bill  have  been  on  the  table  over  a  month,, 
and  those  who  were  desirous  of  making  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  amendments  could 
have  done  so.  It  is  no  fault  of  the  Government 
if  they  have  not  done  so.  Now  that  we  are 
nearing  the  end  of  the  session  there  will  be  a 
great  rush  of  Bills  to  another  place.  There 
are  the  Tariff  Bill,  and  this  Bill,  and  there  are 
other  Bills  that  must  be  passed;  and  if  this 
Bill  were  delayed  in  this  House  until  later, 
and  then  sent  to  the  Council  towards  the 
near  close  of  the  session,  that  might  have 
been  urged  as  a  reason  for  the  Council  hold- 
ing over  its  consideration  for  a  future  time. 
Therefore  it  is  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned 
that  the  third  reading  should  take  place  to- 
night, and  that  the  Bill  should  be  given  to  the 
Legislative  Council  as  early  as  possible.  On 
Monday  night  we  are  going  to  take  questions, 
and  the  third  reading  oould  not  have  been 
taken  then.  On  Tuesday  we  will  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  as  that  is  the  only  day  we 
can  do  so  without  debate.  The  third  reading,, 
consequently,  couid  not  have  been  taken  until 
a  later  date.  Under  these  circumstances,  ought  - 
we  to  be  accused  of  having  hurriedly  rushed 
the  third  reading,  or  of  having  prevented  mem- 
bers from  fully  considering  the  amendments? 
In  the  ordinary  course  of  events  there  may  be 
some  amendments  made  in  another  place.  If 
so,  the  Bill  will  come  back  to  us  again,  and  the 
whole  Bill,  showing  all  the  amendments,  will  be 
printed  and  circulated  amongBt  members.  I 
desire  to  say  that,  if  there  are  any  imperfections 
in  the  Bill  honourable  members  wish  remedied, 
if  they  will  show  them  to  me  I  will  do  my  best 
to  have  such  amendments  made  during  its  pas- 
sage through  another  place  as  will  make  the 
measure  workable,  and  creditable  to  us  as  a 
Legislature.  I  regret  the  amend  ment  moved  by 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District  could  not  be  moved,  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  being  that,  as  the  clause  had  not  been 
translated  into  the  Maori  language,  and  placed 
on  a  Supplementary  Order  Paper,  it  oould  not 
be  moved.  But  when  the  measure  is  in  the 
Legislative  Council  the  Government  will  look 
into  the  matter  and  give  effect  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  wishes  by  having  an  amend- 
ment moved  to  that  effect,  so  that  no  injury 
may  be  done,  nor  any  advantage  taken.  I  have 
nothing  further  to  say  than  to  thank  honour- 
able members  for  the  courtesy  they  have  ex- 
tended, and  the  assistance  they  have  given  to 
the  Government  in  passing  a  measure  which* 
will,  in  my  humble  opinion,  neither  please  the 
trade  nor  the  extreme  Prohibitionists. 
The  House  divided. 


Atks,  45. 

Allen 

Buchanan          Cadman 

Bell 

Buick                 Carncross 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ 

-672 


Advances  to 


[HOUSE.] 


Settlers  Bill. 


[Sept.  SO 


Camell  Lang  Newman 

Collins  Lawry  O'Regan 

•Orowther  Mackenzie,  T.  Pinkerton 

Duncan  Maslin  Beeves 

Barnshaw  Massey  Seddon 

Flatman  MoGowan  Smith,  E.  M. 

Graham  McKenzie,  J.  Stevens 

•Green  MoLachlan  Steward 

Hall  MoNab  Thompson,  B. 

Harris  Millar  Thompson,  T. 

Heke  Mitchelson  Tellers. 

Hogg  Montgomery  Meredith 

Joyoe  Morrison  Smith,  G.  J. 

JKeily,  W. 

Noes,  2. 
Tellers. 

Mills 

Willis. 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Hal  I- Jones.  MoKenzie,  B. 

Majority  for,  48. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WILLIS. — I  wish  to  explain  that  the 
<reason  I  voted  with  the"  Noes"  was  that  I 
wished  a  division  to  be  taken,  so  that  mem- 
bers might  have  the  opportunity  of  recording 
their  votes.  Otherwise  I  should  have  voted 
with  the  "Ayes." 

Mr.  MILLS. — Being  one  of  the  two  voting 
with  the  "  Noes,"  I  wish  to  tell  the  House  that 
I  thought  the  Government  had  really  carried 
out  their  first  promise  with  regard  to  this  Bill, 
and  I  thought  there  should  be  a  record  of  the 
fact. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
<to  one  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  30th  September,  1895. 

.Advances  to  Settlers  Bill— Kaimai  Track— Thames- 
Coromandel  Peninsula— M.  Niccol  and  Others- 
Crown  Leaseholds— Onehnnga  Native  Reserve- 
Stony  Creek  Rail  way -siding— Kaitaia  Block— 
Road  Board  Subsidies— Tariff  Commission  Offi- 
cers— Eketahuna-Woodville  Platelayers,  Ac— Te 
Kooti's  Settlement,  Ohiwa— Bregmen's  Landing, 
Opuatia  River— Native  Land  Laws  Bill— Sleeper 
Contracts— T.  Harrold— Sinking  Funds— Small 
Fruits  sent  by  Post— Postage  on  Books  from 
Libraries  — Governor's  and  Ministers'  Wives' 
Free  Passes  on  Railways— Treaties  with  Canada 
and  South  Australia— Sleepers— Taupo  Disturb- 
ances—Hunterville  Courthouse — Bee-keeping— 
Awarna  Improved-farm  Settlement— Furniture 
imported— Mr.  Ward's  Telegrams  to  his  Firm- 
Maintenance  of  Hospital  Patients— Properties 
acquired  by  Foreclosure— Gisborne-Opotiki  Road 
— Whakatane  River— Primary-school  Children 
going  to  High  Schools— Cancer  in  Stock— Return 
not  supplied — Railway  Return  -  tickets  —  New 
Zealand  Boys  joining  Mercantile  Marine— Rail- 
way-carriages reserved- Wooden d-Kaiapoi  Tele- 
phone—Old-age Pensions  — Railway  Servants- 
Tax  on  Seamen  —  Totalisator  —  Public  Trust 
Office  Securities— Decoration  for  saving  Life- 
Divorce  Bill— Roman  Catholic  Schools  Inspec- 
tion— Post-Office  Savings-Bank  and  Public  Trust 
Funds— Excursion  Train  Return-tickets— Minis- 
ters' Speeches   sent  to  Newspapers— Workmen 


on    Railway    Construction    Works— Hiknrangi 
Coal-mines— Mining  Districts  Land  Oocnpatioa 

Act— Adjournment 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

P&AYBR8. 

ADVANCES  TO  SETTLERS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  transmitting  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  His  Excellency's 
message  be  referred  to  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  Mr.  Joyoe  do 
take  the  chair. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  desired  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier if  the  Chairman  of  Committees  was  un- 
well. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  been  unwell,  but 
he  had  received  a  wire  stating  that  he  was  a 
little  better. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  44. 

Bell 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pere 

Buddo 

Kelly,  W. 

Pinkerton 

Buick 

Lang 

Beeves 

Cadman 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Camell 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Carroll 

Massey 

Stevens 

Collins 

McGuire 

Stout 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tanner 

Duthie 

McNab 

Te  Ao 

Earnshaw 

Meredith 

Thompson,  R. 

Fraser 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Mitchelson 

Ward. 

Harris 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Heke 

Newman 

Pirani 

Hutchison, 

W.  O'Regan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Nobs,  2. 
Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McLachlan. 
Majority  for,  42. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Joyce  took  the  chair. 

Motion  for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
agreed  to,  reported  to  the  House,  and  Bill  read 
a  first  time. 

KAIMAI  TRACK. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  the  Government  will  again  plaoe  a  sum  on 
the  estimates,  similar  to  the  vote  of  1893,  to 
finish  the  incomplete  portion  of  the  road  be- 
tween Tauranga  and  Waikato,  known  as  the 
Kaimai  Track  ? 

Mr,  J.  McKENZIE  [believed  the  track  was 
very  much  required,  and,  should  the  Govern- 
ment acquire  some  of  the  large  estates  in  these 
districts,  that  might  be  a  good  reason  for 
making  the  track  referred  to.  At  the  present 
time  there  was  a  good  bridle- track,  and  the 
question  of  completing  the  portion  of  the  road 
between  Tauranga  and  Waikato  would  be  con- 
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■idered  if  some  of  the  large  estates  were  pur- 
chased. 

THAMES-OOROMANDEL  PENINSULA. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  are  prepared  to  grant  such  assistance  as 
will  enable  Mr.  James  Park,  F.G.S.,  Director 
of  the  Thames  School  of  Mines,  to  make  a 
complete  geological  and  mining  survey  of  the 
Thame8-Coromandel  Peninsula?  He  would 
point  out  that  the  geological  survey  in  that 
part  of  the  colony  was  of  as  much  importance 
to  gold-mining  as  land-survey  was  to  settlement, 
and  he  hoped  the  Minister  of  Mines  would  see 
his  way  to  comply  with  this  request. 

Mr.  CAD  MAN  said,  to  make  a  complete 
geological  survey  of  the  Thames- Coromandel 
Peninsula  would  mean  a  work  of  very  consider- 
able magnitude,  which  would  cost  a  very  large 
sum  of  money.  He  would  have  to  see  what 
the  cost  was  likely  to  be  before  he  could  say 
whether  it  could  be  done  or  not.  With  re- 
gard to  the  request  that  Mr.  Park  be  employed, 
at  the  present  time  that  officer  had  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  work  to  do  in  connection 
with  the  School  of  Mines,  and  at  the  present 
time,  owing  to  the  demand  for  qualified  mine- 
managers  and  battery  superintendents,  as  well 
as  for  assayers,  in  the  Thames  district,  it  would 
be  undesirable  to  take  Mr.  Park  away  from  his 
duties,  as  his  time  was  already  fully  occupied. 

M.  NICCOL  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Marine  Department,  Whether 
the  Government  will  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Publio  Peti- 
tions A  to  L  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
Malcolm  Niccol  and  others,  shipowners  and 
shipbuilders,  of  Auckland  ?  He  would  explain 
that  existing  legislation  placed  our  locally- 
owned  vessels  at  a  disadvantage  as  compared 
with  foreign  vessels  with  regard  to  manning 
and  loading,  and  in  consequence  the  bulk  of 
our  timber-carrying  was  done  by  foreign  vessels, 
at  such  rates  that  New-Zealand-owned  vessels 
had  to  be  laid  up.  A  petition  had  been  referred 
to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  which  had 
reported  in  the  following  words :  "  I  am  directed 
to  report  that,  as  the  facts  set  out  in  this 
petition  disclose  a  real  grievance  on  the  part  of 
the  shipowners  in  respect  of  the  competition  of 
foreign  vessels,  this  Committee  is  of  opinion 
that  the  question  should  receive  the  early 
consideration  of  Parliament." 

Mr.  WARD  said  an  opinion  had  been  taken 
as  to  the  law  now  in  existence,  and  it  showed 
that  any  vessel,  whether  registered  in  the 
colony  or  not,  if  employed  in  the  intercolonial 
or  coasting  trade,  was  subject  to  the  New  Zea- 
land law  as  to  manning.  All  vessels  trading  to 
and  within  the  colony  were  subject  to  the  New 
Zealand  law  re  load-line  and  deck-cargo.  The 
question  arose  whether  a  vessel  foreign-owned 
— that  is,  non-British — trading  intercolonially 
could  be  made  subject  to  these  restrictions.  It 
was  not  quite  certain  whether  the  words,  "  re- 
gistered in  the  colony  or  not,"  covered  foreign 


vessels,  and  the  Crown  Law  Officers  would  be- 
asked  to  advise  on  that  point. 

CROWN  LEASEHOLDS. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If: 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  extending 
the  period  of  compulsory  residence  on  Crown- 
leaseholds,  so  that  men  in  permanent  employ- 
ment may  be  enabled  to  thoroughly  improve- 
their  sections  before  being  compelled  to  reside 
upon  them?  As  the  Minister  Knew,  the  pre- 
sent period  was  four  years  before  compulsory 
residence  took  place ;  but,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  all  the  land  within  easy  access  of  roads 
and  railways  was  taken  up  in  very  large  estates,.. 
and  that  no  land  could  be  easily  made  acces- 
sible in  the  back  districts  for  some  years,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  working-men  who  were 
in  permanent  employment  to  go  on  to  those 
sections  and  make  a  living  within  the  period, 
fixed.  There  were  men  who  would  carve  out 
homes  for  themselves  in  the  bush  by  means  of 
the  money  they  were  earning  by  their  every-day 
employment  if  the  four-years  regulation  were 
not  insisted  upon.  He  thought  the  Minister 
might  consider  an  amendment  to  the  Land 
Act  in  which  this  suggestion  might  be  em- 
bodied. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  had  stated,  the  time* 
was  at  present  fixed  at  four  years  within  which 
any  one  must  go  and  take  up  and  reside  upon 
the  land  he  had  acquired.  He  thought,  himself,, 
that  was  quite  sufficient  time.  There  were,  no 
doubt,  many  people  in  the  colony  who  wished 
to  go  and  take  up  land  for  their  own  use  and 
benefit  only,  and  in  the  case  of  these  there- 
would  be  no  harm  in  extending  the  time,  but 
the  difficulty  was  that  there  were  a  great  many 
people  who  wished  to  take  up  land  for  specula- 
tive purposes  and  who  would  not  reside  on  it, 
and  the  consequence  was,  there  were  a  large 
number  of  dummies  at  present.  To  extend 
the  time  to  any  longer  period  than  four  years- 
would  still  further  encourage  dummyism,  and 
he  was  sure  the  House  was  not  willing  or  de- 
sirous of  doing  that.  He  would  be  only  too 
glad  to  extend  the  time  if  the  Act  could  be  as 
well  carried  out.  As  the  honourable  member 
knew,  the  Land  Boards  had  full  power  to 
grant  extensions  of  time  in  cases  of  accidents 
or  hardship,  and  when  the  selector  could  show 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  go  on  the 
land ;  and  he  was  sure  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  admit  that  he,  as  Minister  of  Lands, 
had  never  refused  his  sanction  in  any  such  case- 
where  the  Land  Board  had  made  a  recom- 
mendation in  that  direction. 

ONEHUNGA  NATIVE  RESERVE. 
Mr.  HEKE  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If  he 
will  take  steps  to  have  a  suitable  house  built 
on  the  Onehunga  Native  Reserve  for  the  con- 
venience of  Natives  travelling  north  and  south  ? 
During  a  good  many  months  of  the  year  a  very 
large  number  of  Natives  travelled  north  and 
south,  and  it  was  rather  hard  on  the  resident 
Natives  to  have  to  provide  food  for  those  travel- 
ling Natives.    He  thought  it  right,  therefore,. 
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to  a&k  the  Government  if  they  could  see  their 
way  clear  to  have  a  building  erected  on  the 
Native  reserve,  to  be  set  apart  for  the  travelling 
Natives. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  make  inquiries 
as  to  the  necessity  for  the  erection  of  the  Native 
house  referred  to.  If  it  were  then  proved  that 
necessity  existed  he  would  give  the  matter  his 
favourable  consideration. 

STONY  CREEK  RAILWAY-SIDING. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  the  Minister  for  Railways, 
If  he  will,  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  con- 
struct sheep-  and  cattle -yards  at  the  Stony 
Creek  railway-siding ;  and  also  make  provision 
of  a  better  class  than  at  present  exists  for 
heavy-goods  traffic  at  the  same  siding  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  this  was  one  of  the 
numerous  applications  he  had  received  for  the 
erection  of  cattle-yards.  The  funds  at  his 
disposal  for  such  purposes  were  very  limited. 
At  the  same  time,  in  looking  into  this  matter, 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  amount 

•  of  traffio  did  not  warrant  the  erection  of  cattle - 
yards  at  Stony  Creek.     With  regard  to  the 

-second  part  of  the  question,  he  thought  an  ex- 
penditure of  about  £25  would  meet  the  require- 
ments, and  he  would  endeavour  to  make  ar- 
rangements accordingly  before  the  estimates 
were  finally  passed. 

KAITAIA  BLOCK. 
g0  Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Minister 
'  *  of  Lands,  What  area  of  land  has  been 
taken  up  and  what  number  of  settlers  are  now 
resident  on  the  Kaitaia  Block,  which  was  ac- 
-  quired  under  exceptional  circumstances,  and 
at  an  excessive  cost,  about  December,  1891, 
with  a  view  to  the  urgent  need  to  provide 
land  for  settlement  in  the  North  of  Auckland  ? 
Some  four  years  ago  a  sum  of  about  £7,000 
was  paid  for  the  block  of  land  named  in  the 
question,  the  rate  being  7s.  6d.  per  acre.  On 
inquiring  what  had  been  done  with  the  land 
he  had  been  informed  that  the  land  was  still 
unoccupied.  He  trusted  he  had  been  misin- 
formed, and  that  settlement  was  being  advanced 
in  the  distriot  mentioned,  and  that  the  large 

•  sum  of  money  paid  for  the  land  was  not  locked 
up. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  delighted  to  be  able 
to  inform  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he 
had  found  a  mare's  nest  in  this  matter.  There 
was  no  truth  in  the  information  which  had  been 

,  given  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  In  the 
first  place,  the  land  did  not  cost  £7,000 ;  it  only 

.  cost  £2,160.  The  next  point  was,  the  block 
originally  consisted  of  5,220  acres,  and  3,000 
acres  of  that  had  been  surveyed  and  disposed 
of.  He  could  not  tell  the  honourable  member 
what  number  of  settlers  resided  upon  the  land, 
because  the  honourable  member  must  know 
that  under  the  Land  Act  they  were  not  bound 
to  reside  on  their  sections  for  four  years. 
However, '8,000  acres  had  been  disposed  of,  and 
the  remaining  portion  I  of  the  block  had  not 
been  surveyed,  and  the  reason  was  that  there 
was  a  large  area  of  Native  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood for  the  purchase  of  which  the  Govern- 
or. Heke 


ment  was  under  negotiation  at  the  present  time. 
If  the  Government  roaded  and  improved  tike 
2,200  acres,  that  would  raise  the  value  of  the 
land  for  which  they  were  negotiating.  They 
therefore  thought  ic  desirable  to  retain  the 
2,200  acres  until  such  time  as  the  present 
negotiations  were  completed. 

ROAD  BOARD  SUBSIDIES. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  Law 
Officers  whether,  in  the  case  of  road  districts 
merged  in  counties,  subsidies  on  rates  should 
be  computed  as  if  the  Road  Boards  continued 
to  exist ;  or  whether,  as  the  Commissioner  of 
Taxes  contends,  these  subsidies  are  only  pay- 
able on  the  aggregate  of  rates  collected  in  ail 
outlying  districts  or  ridings  within  each  county? 
This  question  was  of  considerable  interest  to 
local  bodies,  and  especially  to  County  Councils. 
A  difference  had  reoently  arisen  between  the 
Commissioner  of  Taxes  and  one  of  the  counties 
which  he  represented  in  consequence  of  the 
payment  of  subsidies.  It  appeared  that  with- 
in the  County  of  Wairarapa  North  two  road 
districts  had  of  late  years  been  merged.  One 
was  the  Alfred  ton  Road  District,  the  other 
the  Whareama  Road  District.  The  subsidy 
payable  on  rates  collected  in  those  road  dis- 
tricts, had  they  remained  separate  and  not  been 
merged  into  a  county,  would  have  amounted, 
for  the  year  1894-95,  to  £307  15s.  Instead 
of  that  sum,  they  had  received  £250  or  £57 
less  than  the  Council  expected.  The  reason 
submitted  by  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes  was 
that  the  subsidy  was  payable  on  the  aggregate 
rates  of  the  two  districts,  and  not  upon  the 
separate  rates.  Both  the  County  Council  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Taxes  relied  upon  the 
construction  of  the  schedule  to  "The  Local 
Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Act,  1885,"  which 
said, — 

**  Provided  that,  whenever  one  or  more  Road 
Boards  or  parts  of  Road  Boards  merge  in  a 
county  and  become  a  riding  or  part  of  a  riding, 
the  same  rate  of  subsidy  shall  be  paid  to  the 
County  Council  on  account  of  such  riding  or 
part  of  riding  as  would  have  been  payable  had 
the  riding  or  part  of  riding  continued  a  Road 
Board  or  Road  Boards  or  parts  of  Road  Boards." 

Honourable  members  would  see  that  the 
language  was  somewhat  ambiguous.  The  Com- 
missioner contended  that  the  proviso  applied 
only  to  the  payment  of  subsidy  for  the  year 
when  the  merging  took  place,  and  that  there- 
after the  districts  became  outlying  districts, 
and  could  not  be  treated  separately.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Council's  contention  was  that 
the  Act  contemplated  a  distinction  between 
ordinary  outlying  districts  and  those  which  at 
one  time  had  been  road  districts.  They  held 
that  the  same  subsidy  should  be  paid  as  would 
have  been  paid  to  the  Road  Boards  had  the 
districts  not  been  merged.  He  believed  that 
was  the  opinion  which  was  expressed  at  the 
County  Council  Conference.  Seeing  that  the 
question  was  one  of  considerable  importance, 
and  that  it  involved  the  payment  of  a  consider- 
able amount  of  money  to  these  local  bodies,  he 
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had  suggested  that  the  opinion  of  the  Grown 
Law  Officers  should  he  obtained  on  the  point. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  not  usual  for  the 
■Grown  Law  Department  to  give  its  advice  to 
local  bodies  in  tbese  matters;  and  neither 
could  he,  he  was  sorry  to  inform  the  honour- 
able member,  encourage  him  in  the  hope  that 
in  this  case  an  exception  would  be  made.  For 
obvious  reasons,  the  honourable  member  would 
tee  the  propriety  of  looal  bodies  obtaining  the 
•opinion  of  the  legal  advisers  who  usually  guided 
them,  and  of  acting  upon  that  advice. 

TARIFF  COMMISSION  OFFICERS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, Whether  he  will  cause  to  be  placed  on 
the  supplementary  estimates  the  small  sums 
recommended  by  the  Tariff  Commission  by 
way  of  bonus  to  Mr.  Larch  in,  of  the  Customs 
Department,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
mission, in  recognition  of  the  large  amount  of 
•extra  work  thrown  upon  them,  often  at  very 
late  hours?  Whatever  might  be  the  opinion 
•of  the  House  and  the  public  as  to  the  merits 
-of  the  work  performed  by  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission, there  could  be  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  work  performed  by  the  officers  connected 
with  the  Commission  deserved  consideration. 
The  clerk  to  the  Commission,  and  also  an 
-officer  of  the  Customs  Department,  had  to  sit 
up  for  many  nights  till  three  or  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning  revising  proofs  received  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  they  did  their  work 
-exceedingly  well.  The  Customs  officer  was,  he 
thought,  underpaid  :  at  any  rate,  he  was  not  a 
largely -paid  officer,  and  it  was  not  fair  that 
there  should  have  been  thrown  upon  him  this 
•extra  work,  in  addition  to  his  ordinary  duty. 
The  officers  who  attended  the  Commission  did 
their  work  exceedingly  well ;  he  referred  espe- 
cially to  the  reporter,  Mr.  Russell,  and  others. 
The  recommendation  made  by  the  Commission 
for  a  total  bonus  of  £75  in  connection  with  the 
work  was  an  exceedingly  moderate  one,  and  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  acceded  to. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  agree  with  him  that  the  House 
was  generally  against  the  payment  of  bonuses. 
The  Government  recognised,  however,  that  the 
officers  had  had  a  very  heavy  duty  imposed 
upon  them,  and  the  matter  would  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Cabinet. 

EKETAHUNA-WOODVILLE  PLATE- 
LAYERS, ETC. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  oause  an  inquiry  into  the 
complaints  of  the  men  employed  platelaying 
and  otherwise  on  the  Eketahuna-Woodville 
railway-line  to  be  made  by  an  independent 
officer?  He  had  received  for  some  time  past 
complaints  from  the  men  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  platelaying,  as  well  as  from  those 
engaged  in  ballasting,  on  the  Eketahuna  line 
—  complaints  that  they  were  being  under- 
paid ;  that  the  amount  which  was  offered  for 
the  work  they  had  to  perform  was  totally  in- 
adequate. The  complaints  of  the  men  had 
fceen  backed  up  by  representations  from  the 


storekeepers,  butchers,  bakers,  and  others,  that 
the  money  which  the  men  were  able  to  earn 
was  insufficient  to  enable  them  to  pay  their 
way.  In  the  case  of  the  platelayers,  after 
two  months'  work,  the  men  were  barely  able 
to  make  7s.  per  day.  It  was  stated  that  if  the 
men  had  been  fairly  treated  they  should  at  least 
have  been  able  to  earn  50  per  cent,  more,  and, 
had  they  been  in  the  employment  of  a  con- 
tractor, instead  of  making  7s.  a  day  they  would 
have  made  from  9s.  to  10s.  a  day.  With  regard 
to  the  men  who  were  offered  work  on  ballast- 
ing, they  were  offered  6d.  per  yard  for  moving 
the  ballast  into  the  trucks.  The  ordinary  price 
paid  by  contractors  in  the  same  neighbourhood 
had  been  Is.  per  yard.  At  the  rate  of  6d.  per 
yard  the  men  were  barely  able  to  make  4s.  per 
day,  after  working  very  hard.  The  work  had 
been  refused  at  that  price,  and  he  believed  that 
since  then  some  men  had  been  placed  on  the 
work  at  Is.  per  hour.  That  was  about  8s.  per 
day,  or  double  the  amount  which  the  other  men 
were  offered.  Another  hitch  had  occurred,  and 
he  now  understood  that  an  effort  was  being 
made  to  get  a  gang  there  at  9d.  per  yard.  What 
he  wanted  to  point  out  was  this:  that,  while 
this  huckstering'  was  going  on  between  the 
Engineer  and  the  men,  the  work  was  being  de- 
layed, and  it  was  a  work  of  great  importance, 
because  it  was  intended  to  open  the  section  of 
the  line  as  far  As  Newman,  where  there  were 
some  sawmills.  The  saw  miliars  complained  of 
the  delay,  and  said  the  road  was  in  such  a  bad 
condition  they  were  not  able  to  get  to  the  rail- 
way-station at  Eketahuna.  Thus  there  was  a 
loss  to  the  railway  earnings  while  the  work  was 
stopped.  He  would  like  to  see  an  independent 
offioer  sent  up  to  investigate  the  complaints. 
When  complaints  of  this  sort  were  submitted 
to  the  department  the  process  adopted  was  to 
send  the  complaints  to  the  Engineer  concerned, 
who  naturally  upheld  his  own  action.  There 
was  no  satisfaction  in  an  investigation  of  that 
character.  An  independent  offioer  ought  to 
be  sent  up  to  discover  whether  the  complaints 
were  well  founded  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  another  side 
of  the  picture.  The  general  complaint  had 
been  that  the  Government  had  been  paying  too 
much  to  the  men  engaged  upon  co-operative 
works.  If  what  had  been  urgod  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  obtained,  there  was  a  complete 
answer  to  the  statement  that  the  Government 
were  paying  too  much.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber said  that  the  amount  offered  was  6d.  per 
yard,  and  that  the  men  could  only  make  4s.  per 
day,  whilst  Is.  per  yard  would  have  been  paid 
by  contractors,  and  that  the  men  would  thus 
be  able  to  make  8s.  per  day.  He  did  not  know 
the  current  rate  of  wages  in  the  locality  for 
this  class  of  work,  but,  according  to  the  co- 
operative regulations,  these  men  would  be  en- 
titled to  make  a  little  over  the  current  rate 
of  wages — that  was,  by  working  eight  hours  a 
day.  He  might  say  that  the  officers  in  charge 
had  a  very  difficult  task  to  perform.  It  was 
well  known  that  in  the  case  of  a  number  of 
men  they  earned  very  little  for  a  time — that 
was,  they  could  earn  more  if  they  liked  to  do 
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their  best  at  the  work.  It  was  a  very  difficult 
thing  for  the  Engineers  to  fix  these  rates.  If 
they  were  to  be  varied  because  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Engineer  or  the  Minister 
by  the  member  for  the  district,  that  would  be 
somewhat  dangerous.  He  thought  they  should 
be  very  careful  in  dealing  with  this  question. 
The  Government  had  every  desire  to  be  just. 
They  desired  that  every  man  working  on  the 
co-operative  works  should  earn  a  living-wage. 
In  no  case  had  he  been  a  party  to  a  less 
amount  than  that  being  given.  There  were 
some  classes  of  workmen  who  were  unaccus- 
tomed to  the  kind  of  work  referred  to,  and  who 
were  physically  incapable  of  doing  as  much 
as  stronger  men,  and  it  'would  be  manifestly 
unfair  to  give  them  a  higher  rate  than  was 
given  to  men  who  were  able  to  make  good 
wages.  That  had  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. He  would  look  into  the  correspondence, 
and,  if,  after  perusal,  he  saw  there  was  suffi- 
cient reason  to  warrant  it,  he  would  order  the 
Engineer-in-Chief  to  visit  the  work  to  see  the 
men,  and  to  ascertain  for  himself  whether  or 
not  a  fair  price  had  been  offered.  He  entirely 
discountenanced  any  huckstering  with  men 
who  were  hard  up  and  out  of  work,  and  forcing 
them  to  take  a  low  rate  of  wages  for  their  work. 

TE  KOOTI'S  SETTLEMENT,  OHIWA. 

Mr.  PERE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  endeavour  to  acquire  a  section  of  land  at 
present  held  by  a  European  tenant  adjoining 
that  set  aside  for  Te  Kooti  and  his  followers 
at  Ohiwa,  Bay  of  Plenty,  with  a  view  of  adding 
it  to  that  portion  which  they  now  occupy,  as 
a  more  suitable  sight  for  the  kaingas  of  those 
Natives  ?  The  portion  of  the  land  these  Na- 
tives were  now  living  on  was  too  small  for  them 
individually.  It  would  not  give  them  six  acres 
apiece.  It  was  very  mountainous,  and  not  fit 
for  a  kainga  or  pa.  The  people  were  living 
really  on  a  sandbank  at  the  present  time. 
They  had  two  pieces  of  land  to  choose  from : 
one  piece  belonged  to  a  European,  and  the  other 
was  a  school  reserve,  which  was  not  being  used 
by  any  European.  He  requested,  therefore, 
that  one  of  these  pieces  should  be  given  to  the 
Natives,  in  addition  to  the  land  already  held. 
If  they  were  unable  to  get  one  of  these  pieces, 
could  not  some  arrangement  be  made  whereby 
the  Natives  might  procure  it  on  paying  yearly 
instalments  ?  There  were  about  a  hundred 
Natives  on  the  block. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZlE  said  that,  from  informa- 
tion at  his  disposal,  at  the  present  time  he 
could  not  advise  his  colleagues  to  purchase 
any  more  land  as  requested.  A  piece  of  land 
adjoining  that  mentioned  in  the  question  had 
been  set  aside  for  this  tribe.  There  was  another 
piece,  belonging  to  a  European,  but  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  think  it  desirable  to  nego- 
tiate for  the  purchase  of  that.  He  understood 
that  there  were  some  six  hundred  acres  set 
aside  for  the  tribe  now.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  statements  made  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  connection  with  the  matter 
were  correct,  but  he  hoped  during  the  recess 
to  be  able  to  take  a  trip  round  that  part  of 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  country,  and,  if  possible,  he  would  then 
look  into  the  matter,  and  see  for  himself 
whether  the  Natives  had  enough  land  or  not^ 
If  he  found  that  they  were  not  sufficiently  pro- 
vided for  he  would  reoommend  his  colleagues 
to  do  something  for  them. 

BREGMEN'S  LANDING,  OPUATIA  RIVER. 

Mr.  LANG  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If  he- 
will  grant  a  reserve  for  landing  on  the  Opuatia> 
River  at  Bregmen's,  and  a  right  of  road  through 
Sections  27  and  29,  so  as  to  enable  the  settlers 
to  use  the  Opuatia  River  for  shipping  goods  to- 
and  from  their  farms  ?  In  explanation  of  this 
question  he  would  read  an  extract  from  a  letter 
he  had  received  from  a  gentleman  who  once  oc- 
cupied a  seat  in  the  House  for  a  southern  elec- 
torate. He  had  taken  up  land  in  the  Waipa- 
district  for  some  years,  near  the  Opuatia  River. 
He  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"  Settlers  on  most  of  the  Grown  lands  here,, 
and  on  the  private  and  Native  lands,  must, 
unless  a  railway  is  made,  chiefly  depend  on 
the  Opuatia  River  for  satisfactory  transit  of 
their  goods  and  produce,  even  with  much 
better  roads  than  we  are  likely  to  have  for 
years.  But,  without  a  reserve  for  landing, 
<fcc,  on  the  Opuatia  at  Bregmen's,  and  a  right 
of  road,  settlers  cannot  use  the  Opuatia  for 
navigation,  and  they  have  no  right  to  touch  the 
road  or  spend  anything  on  it,  though  it  would 
cost  little  to  make  it  a  good  dray-  and  wagon- 
road.  They  are  both  able  and  willing  to  make 
the  road,  the  requisite  shed,  and  any  jetty, 
derrick,  <fec,  they  need  for  steamers,  boats, 
&c.  Settlers  have  repeatedly  entreated  the 
Government  and  the  Raglan  County  Coun- 
cil to  help  them ;  but  the  former,  though  they- 
strongly  profess  to  encourage  legitimate  settle- 
ment, and  do  so  in  other  places,  have  ignored 
all  our  entreaties  and  all  our  representations,, 
and  refer  us  always  back  to  the  Raglan  Coun- 
cil. The  Council  will  not  interfere.  Besides, 
as  they  are  too  poor  to  pay  the  owners  for 
taking  the  road  and  reserve,  we  only  get  their 
sympathy,  which  will  not  get  our  wool,  &c., 
to  market,  or  our  wire,  &c,  from  Auckland, 
and  help  us  in  our  struggle  against  low  prices, 
and  heavy  outlay.  We  are  much  discouraged 
by  this  ;  and  had  we  known  of  these  disadvan- 
tages, and  that,  instead  of  backing  our  efforts,, 
we  should  be  neglected  and  disregarded  both 
by  Government  and  Council,  it  is  probable 
the  district  would  have  been  still  an  unknown 
waste,  instead  of  our  £20,000  having  been,  and 
more  being,  expended  in  it.  It  is  cruel  that 
energetic  pioneer  settlers  should  be  so  treated."' 

The  letter  fully  explained  the  position.  The 
settlers  only  asked  for  a  right  of  way  to  the 
river  in  order  to  be  able  to  get  their  goods  up, 
and  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  see  his  way 
to  grant  the  request. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  no  doubt  the  state- 
ments contained  in  the  letter  were  correct; 
but  he  thought  the  grievance  of  the  settlers 
was  more  against  the  County  Council  than 
against  the  colony.  It  appeared,  from  in- 
formation which  he  had,  that  Sections  Nos.  27 
and  29,  referred  to  in  the  question,  were  the 
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property  of  Mr.  Brooks,  who  had  been  a  member 
of  the  County  Council  of  Raglan.  For  the  past 
ten  or  eleven  years  Mr.  Brooks  had  allowed 
settlers  free  access  to  this  crossing  on  the 
Opuatia  River.  The  Raglan  County  Council, 
if  they  desired  to  maintain  the  road  referred 
to,  could  take  action  under  the  Publio  Works 
Act  to  construct  the  road.  It  did  not  appear, 
however,  that  Mr.  Brooks  was  desirous  of 
closing  the  new  road  that  the  petition  referred 
to,  and  it  was  possible,  when  the  Opuatia  Road 
was  made,  that  the  landing  would  not  be  re- 
quired. The  County  Council  had  full  power 
to  take  the  road  if  they  found  it  desirable  in 
the  interests  of  the  settlers  to  do  so ;  but  he 
thought  the  colony  should  not  be  called  upon 
in  this  case,  or  in  any  other  case  where  the 
local  body  could  construct  a  road  under  the 
Publio  Works  Act,  seeing  that  the  local  body 
reoeived  the  rates  from  the  settlers. 

Mr.  LANG  said  the  County  Council  had  not 
sufficient  funds. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  the  general  com- 
plaint. 

NATIVE  LAND  LAWS  BILL. 

Mr.  HEKE  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If  he 
will  introduce  provisions  into  the  Native  Land 
Laws  Amendment  Bill— (1)  to  give  relief  to  the 
numerous  Natives  who  have  incurred  liabilities 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  those  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits  (who  are  now  suffering  in 
oommon  with  Europeans  from  the  low  prices 
of  produce),  by  enabling  them  to  give  security 
over  their  lands  for  advances  to  purchase  stock 
and  execute  improvements ;  and  (2)  to  give 
Natives  in  the  North  Island  the  same  power  of 
leasing  their  lands  as  was  granted  by  "  The 
Native  Land  Court  Aot,  1894,"  to  Natives  in 
the  South  Island  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  a  Native 
Land  Court  Bill  now  before  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  no  doubt  see  that  the  amendments  pro- 
posed in  the  Bill  to  some  extent  went  in 
the  direction  indicated  in  the  question.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  a  member  of  that 
Committee,  and  he  should  use  his  position  as 
such  to  move  in  the  direction  indicated  in  the 
question. 

SLEEPER  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  MASLIN  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, How  it  is  such  long  delay  occurs  in  the 
payments  on  account  of  sleeper  contracts  ?  On 
the  5th  August  a  contractor  passed  800  sleepers, 
and  on  the  9th  495  more ;  yet  up  to  the  11th 
September  no  payment  had  been  made  by  the 
department  on  account  of  these  sleepers.  As 
Government  contractors  were  bound  to  pay  their 
workmen  promptly,  it  was  highly  desirable  that 
the  Government  should  be  prompt  in  paying 
•ontractors. 

Mr.  CADMAN  was  very  sorry  to  say  that,  as 
a  rule,  Government  payments  were  generally 
delayed.  In  this  case  he  had  endeavoured  to 
have  the  payments  made  within  the  usual 
twenty-eight  days.  There  was,  of  course,  a 
good  deal  of  routine  to  go  through  in  dealing 
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with  the  matter.  The  Inspector  had  -first  to 
send  a  written  certificate  to  the  storekeeper; 
then  the  voucher  had  to  go  to  the  department, 
then  to  the  Audit,  and  then  on  to  the  Treasury  ; 
and  then  the  money  had  to  be  posted  on  to 
those  to  whom  it  was  due.  In  the  case  referred 
to  he  found  that  the  sleepers  were  inspected 
on  the  12th  August,  and  probably  the  store- 
keeper's certificate  was  sent  a  day  or  two  after 
that  date.  The  oheque  was  posted  by  the 
Treasury  on  the  11th  September,  about  twenty- 
eight  days  from  the  time  the  account  waa 
sent  in. 

T.  HARROLD. 

Mr.  MoLACHLAN  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  Whether,  having  perused  the  papers- 
in  the  case  of  Thomas  Harrold,  recently  con- 
victed at  Rakaia  of  cruelty  to  a  horse,  and 
seeing  there  is  a  doubt  of  defendant's  guilt  in 
the  matter,  he  will  recommend  the  remission 
of  the  fine  imposed  in  the  case?  This  man 
was  prosecuted  for  alleged  cruelty  to  a  horse,, 
and,  labouring  under  a  sense  of  unjust  treat- 
ment, he  went  to  law.  The  Judge,  however, 
sustained  the  conviction,  and  the  costs  came 
to  a  considerable  sum.  He  did  not  expeot  to 
recover  the  costs,  but  he  hoped  to  recover  the 
fine,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  a  good  many 
people,  had  been  unjustly  imposed. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  had  asked  the  Justices 
who  had  heard  the  oase  to  report  to  the  de- 
partment, and  was  awaiting  that  report. 

SINKING  FUNDS. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether,  in  computing  the  amount  of  sinking 
funds  against  wnioh  debentures  under  "The 
Consolidated  Stock  Act,  1884,"  have  been 
issued  this  year,  he  added  sinking  funds  or 
increases  of  such  under  "The  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  1886,"  which 
accrued  in  years  prior  to  the  present  financial 
year ;  and,  if  so,  was  this  in  accordance  with 
law? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  the  computation  to 
determine  the  amount  of  debentures  issuable 
for  the  current  year  was  made  in  accordance 
with  law,  and  was  duly  confirmed  by  the  Audit 
Office. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  first  part  of  his 
question  was  as  to  whether  the  accretions  for 
past  years  had  been  added. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  answered  the  ques- 
tion. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man declined  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  answered  it. 

SMALL  FRUITS  SENT  BY  POST. 
Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, If,  to  enoourage  the  production  and  con- 
sumption of  small  fruits,  such  as  raspberries 
and  strawberries,  he  will  arrange  for  their  car- 
riage by  post  at  a  preferential  rate  of,  say,  2d. 
for  the  first  pound  and  Id.  for  every  succeeding 
pound  ?  He  put  the  question  at  the  request 
of  a  number  of  persons  who  were  interested. 
Personally  he  had  no  feelings  on  the  question 
one  way  or  the  other. 
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Mr.  WARD  said  this  question  meant  a  very 
bad  form  of  protection.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  grant  preferential  rates  for  strawberries  and 
raspberries  without  extending  the  concession 
sooner  or  later  to  every  kind  of  fruit,  large  as 
well  as  small.  In  the  meantime  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  Postal  Department  to  under- 
take  the  work  of  general  carriers,  but  he  hoped 
•before  long,  in  view  of  the  very  large  revenue 
from  the  parcels-post,  to  be  able  to  make  fur- 
ther reductions  in  connection  with  the  carriage 
of  parcels,  and  when  that  time  arrived  con- 
sideration would  be  given  to  the  request  of  the 
honourable  member.  In  the  meantime  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  to  become  a 
•'modified  Protectionist." 

POSTAGE  ON  BOOKS  PROM  LIBRARIES. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  better  facilities  to 
country  people  to  obtain  access  to  good  reading 
matter,  he  will  arrange  that  books  can  be  sent 
to  and  from  publio  libraries  by  and  to  sub- 
scribers to  the  same  at  the  postage  rate  of  Id. 
per  book  ?  He  asked  the  question  at  the  re- 
quest of  a  large  number  of  settlers,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  give 
him  a  more  favourable  answer  than  he  had 
•done  to  the  last  one. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  a  similar  request  had 
been  made  by  a  settler  in  one  of  the  Wanganui 
country  districts,  and  was  refused.  He  was 
sorry  that  he  could  not  give  the  honourable 
gentleman,  even  in  this  matter,  a  favourable 
reply. 

GOVERNOR'S  AND  MINISTERS1  WIVES1 
FREE  PASSES  ON  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  McLAGHLAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,— (1.)  If  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
and  his  suite  are  entitled  to  free  passes  on  New 
Zealand  Government  railways  ?  (2.)  If  Minis- 
ters' wives  are  more  entitled  to  free  passes  on 
our  railways  than  the  wives  of  other  members 
of  the  Legislature ;  and,  if  so,  for  what  reason? 
This  was  a  very  big  question.  The  honourable 
member  for  Timaru  moved  for  a  return  of  the 
free  passes  issued  on  the  railways,  and  from 
that  he  had  derived  the  information  that  the 
Governor  and  his  suite  used  the  lines  free.  He 
also  found  that  Ministers'  wives  had  free  passes 
over  the  lines.  He  was  not  aware  of  any  mem- 
ber of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature  who  had 
a  similar  privilege.  He  hoped  the  Minister  for 
Railways  would  consider  the  advisability  of  ex- 
tending the  same  privilege  to  the  members  of 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature  as  he  did  to 
the  wives  of  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  G  A  DM  AN  said  he  supposed  that,  so  far 
as  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  was  ooncerned,  no 
one  was  entitled  to  travel  free  on  the  railways 
without  a  resolution  of  the  House.  But  it  had 
always  been  customary  to  allow  His  Excellency 
and  his  suite  to  have  free  passes,  and  also  for 
Ministers'  wives  to  have  free  passes.  Ministers 
did  not  suppose,  when  they  came  on  to  the 
Ministerial  benches,  that  they  were  going  to 
stay  there  for  ever,  and,  as  they  had  their  own 
homes  to  keep  up,  it  was  necessary  for  their 


wives  to  travel  to  and  from  Wellington.  He 
did  not  think  the  concession  was  a  very  serious 
one,  or  would  affect  the  revenue. 

TREATIES  WITH  CANADA  AND  SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  the  Government  still  intend  this  session  to 
enter  into  reciprocal  treaties  with  Canada  and 
South  Australia? 

Mr.  WARD  should  have  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  know  that  he  always 
proceeded  with  any  matter  he  proposed.  He 
had  given  notice  of  it  that  evening,  and  he 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  support 
it  when  before  the  House. 

SLEEPERS. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  he  will  give  the  House  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  deoiding  whether  or  not  the  follow- 
ing returns  shall  be  laid  before  this  House :  "  A 
return  showing  all  tenders  received  for  supply 
of  railway-sleepers  during  the  past  three  years, 
giving — (1)  The  names  of  persons  tendering; 
(2)  the  price  at  which  they  tendered ;  (3)  the 
kinds  of  timber  tendered  for ;  (4)  the  names  of 
the  persons  whose  tenders  were  accepted ;  (5) 
the  price  mentioned  in  such  tender;  and 
(6)  whether  such  accepted  tenders  were  made 
publicly  or  privately :  the  return  also  to  state 
what  offers  were  made  by  Railway  Department 
at  Catlin's  River  for  sleepers,  and  the  class  of 
timber  specified  "  ?  Also,  "  A  return  of  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  Government  and 
Engineers  on  the  Auckland-Rotorua  Railway 
relating  to  the  quality  and  supply  of  silver- 
pine  sleepers  "  ?  This  was  practically  a  con- 
tinuation of  a  return  moved  for  by  Mr.  Whyte 
in  1884,  numbered  D.-8  in  the  Appendices. 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
grant  the  return.  On  one  occasion  he  had  said 
he  could  not  do  so  because  there  had  been  no 
tenders  called  for :  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
tenders  had  been  called  for. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  motions  for  the  re- 
turns referred  to  were  upon  the  Order  Paper. 
The  honourable  gentleman  desired  that  these 
returns  should  be  given  unopposed ;  the  Govern- 
ment desired  that,  as  so  much  had  been  said 
during  debates — to  which  he  must  not  refer — 
the  subject-matter  should  be  debated,  and  that 
was  the  reason  why  they  were  not  allowed  to 
go  unopposed.  The  honourable  gentleman  also 
referred  to  correspondence,  information  in  re- 
gard to  which  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  every  reason 
to  believe  had  been  obtained  from  an  officer  in 
the  service,  or  one  who  had  left  the  service ; 
and,  in  either  case,  the  Government  would  not 
countenance  officers  of  the  service  giving,  or 
members  of  Parliament  obtaining,  informa- 
tion under  such  circumstances. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  hoped  the  Premier 
would  not  make  that  assertion  again.  He  had 
already  said  he  did  not  so  obtain  the  informa- 
tion, and  he  asked  the  Premier  to  take  his 
(Mr.  Mackenzie's)  denial  when  he  stated  that 
no  officer  in  the  service  had  given  him  the  in- 
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•formation  referred  to,  nor  had  any  one  done 
so  who  had  been  in  the  service. 

Mr.  SEDDON  accepted  the  honourable 
gentleman's  denial  with  pleasure,  but  he  had 
it  in  his  mind  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  got  the  information  when  he  was  at  Roto- 
xua,  and,  as  an  ex-officer  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  was  there  at  the  same  time,  he 
had  put  two  and  two  together. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— How  do  you  know  ? 

TAUPO  DISTURBANCES. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Postmaster- 
*General,  Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  local  in  the  Hot  Lakes  Gazette  of  the  26th 
August,  1895,  describing  the  recent  disturbances 
at  Taupo,  and  reflecting  on  the  grossly  exag- 
gerated reports  which  were  circulated  in  con- 
nection therewith ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  make 
inquiries  to  ascertain  whether  the  Postmaster 
at  Taupo  did  actually  exaggerate  suoh  reports  ? 
(His  object  was  that  no  exaggerated  reports 
might  appear  in  connection  with  the  eruption 
in  the  interior,  for  the  reason  that  it  alarmed 
•tourists,  and  to  that  extent  discouraged  the 
tourist  traffic,  which  was  a  considerable  source 
•of  profit  to  the  revenue. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Postmaster  at  Rotorua 
stated  that  he  did  not  exaggerate  the  reports, 
-and,  indeed,  in  some  instances  his  reports  were 
-said  to  be  exceedingly  mild  compared  with  the 
•actual  results. 

HUNTERVILLE  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
'Works,  Why  the  department  has  delayed  the 
•erection  of  a  Courthouse  at  Hunterville  for  one 
year  and  a  half  after  a  promise  was  given  that 
«the  work  would  be  commenced  at  once;  and 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
-to  fulfil  the  promise  made  three  months  since  ? 
If  not,  why  not  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reply  of  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  the  department  was  as  follows : — 

"  This  Courthouse  was  not  regarded  as  a 
-very  urgent  work,  and  preparation  of  plans 
was  therefore  delayed  until  other  and  more 
urgent  works  were  dealt  with.  The  plans  were 
•completed,  however,  and  sent  to  the  Resident 
Engineer  on  the  24th  May  last,  with  instruc- 
tions to  invite  tenders  for  supply  of  material. 
As  nothing  was  heard  of  the  matter  lor  two 
-or  three  weeks,  I  wired  the  Resident  Engineer 
on  the  17th  June,  asking  what  he  was  doing 
in  the  matter,  and  received  the  following 
reply  :  *  In  reply  re  Hunterville  Courthouse : 
Expect  to  call  tenders  for  supply  of  materials 
next  week.  Busy  with  buildings  authorised  in 
other  parts  of  the  district,  and  more  urgently 
required  than  this.  Reports  to  you  as  to 
inconvenience  suffered  were  exaggerated. — 
William  A.  Shaix,  Hunterville.1 

44  The  tenders  for  materials  were  received  in 
due  course,  and  reported  to  Wellington  on  the 
8th  August,  and  recommendation  made  by  the 
Engineer  -  in  -  Chief  on  the  13th  August,  but, 
owing  to  Ministers  being  so  extremely  busy  in 
connection  with  urgent  business,  approval  of 
*  acceptance  of  tenders  was  not  obtained  until 


the  7th  September.  Tenders  have  since  been 
accepted,  and  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  supply  of 
materials  is  on  the  ground  the  work  of  erection 
will  be  proceeded  with." 

The  material  would  soon  be  on  the  ground, 
and  he  hoped  to  see  the  Courthouse  completed. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  pressed  this 
matter  on  him  on  several  occasions,  and  he 
regretted  the  delay  that  had  taken  place ;  bun 
this  was  not  considered  so  urgent  as  some  other 
buildings  in  other  parts  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  district. 

BEE-KEEPING. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Will  the  Minister,  with  the  view  of 
finding  employment  for  our  people,  and  in- 
creasing the  volume  of  exports,  encourage  the 
expansion  and  development  of  the  bee-keeping 
industry  by  extending  the  same  liberal  super- 
vision and  support  to  the  production  and  ex- 
port of  honey  as  he  at  present  extends  to  the 
development  and  export  of  butter  and  cheese, 
and  he  might  also  add  mutton  and  fruit?  He 
might  point  out  that  the  quantity  of  honey 
exported  in  1884  was  42,3861b.,  of  the  value  of 
£785 ;  ten  years  later,  in  1894,  the  quantity 
exported  was  43,8801b.,  of  the  value  of  £748 : 
showing  that,  while  the  quantity  exported  had 
increased,  the  value  had  diminished  by  the 
sum  of  £42.  The  blue  books  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  1894  showed  that  the  importation 
of  honey  into  the  United  Kingdom  that  year 
was  21,085cwt.,  of  the  value  of  £38,545.  This 
showed  that  there  was  room  for  the  expansion 
of  the  industry  in  this  colony.  Now,  seeing 
that  they  were  cultivating  olover  to  a  very  large 
extent,  it  was  a  matter  of  some  importance 
that  the  bee  industry  should  be  gone  into  more 
largely  in  the  future  than  in  the  past,  and  he 
might  suggest  to  the  Minister  that  something 
might  be  done  by  the  Agent-General  in  send- 
ing out  information  respecting  the  markets  and 
the  prices  of  honey  under  the  control  of  any 
expert  connected  with  the  dairy  industry  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  In  addition  to  that,  pam- 
phlets might  be  issued  by  an  expert,  if  there  was 
one,  and,  if  not,  the  Minister  might  do  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  procuring  some  of  the  latest 
scientific  information  on  bee-keeping,  which 
might  tend  to  encourage  the  industry,  and 
afford  an  additional  article  of  export  from  the 
colony. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  as  the  honourable 
member  and  others  were  aware,  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  had  been  only  some  three 
years  and  a  half  or  four  years  in  existence,  and 
he  submitted  that  during  that  time  it  had 
greatly  extended  its  usefulness  to  the  settlers 
of  New  Zealand.  It  was  always  ready  to  go  as 
far  as  it  could  with  the  means  at  its  disposal. 
He  stated  when  the  department  first  started 
that  it  would  be  his  endeavour  to  make  it  use- 
ful to  the  settlers,  and  not  to  create  an  expen- 
sive department  which  would  not  give  value  for 
the  money  expended  in  it.  Consequently  they 
might  have  been  a  little  slow  in  building  up  the 
department;  but  they  had  worked  with  the 
object  of  the  department  being  of  use  to  the. 
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colony.  This  question  put  by  Mr.  Meredith 
vm  a  matter  which  would  be  looked  into,  and 
if  any  assistance  could  be  given  to  the  bee 
industry  he  would  be  only  too  happy  to  give  it. 

AWARUA  IMPROVED-FARM  SETTLE- 
MENT. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
When  the  improved -farm  settlement  blocks  in 
the  Awarua  district  are  likely  to  be  balloted 
for  ?  The  question  was  now  hardly  necessary, 
because  since  it  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper 
the  ballot  had  taken  place.  He  would  be  very 
glad,  however,  if  the  Minister  could  afford  any 
information  as  to  when  a  further  ballot  for 
some  of  this  block  was  likely  to  take  place,  as 
there  were  a  large  number  of  men  anxiously 
looking  forward  to  the  land  being  open. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  department  was 
busy  preparing  for  some  more  land  to  be  put 
into  the  market,  and  it  would  be  advertised  as 
soon  as  ready.  The  winter  weather,  however, 
had  been  against  the  department  in  getting  the 
necessary  surveys  done ;  but  no  time  would  be 
lost. 

FURNITURE   IMPORTED. 

Mr.  COLLINS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  will  inform  the  House  what  was 
the  total  value  of  furniture  imported  into  this 
colony  from  Australia  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  and  what  amount  of  Customs  duty 
was  paid  on  the  same  ?  An  answer  to  this 
question  would  have  been  more  valuable  some 
days  ago,  but,  still,  he  would  like  to  have  the 
information. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  value  of  the  furniture 
imported  in  1894  was — Victoria,  £1,278 ;  New 
South  Wales,  £2,202;  Tasmania,  £17:  total, 
£3,497.     The  duty  paid  was  £874. 

MR.  WARD'S  TELEGRAMS  TO  HIS  FIRM. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  lay  before  this  House  the 
instructions  issued  by  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment to  its  officers  re  forwarding  of  telegrams 
to  and  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward  and  his  firm  in 
Invercargill,  or  if  the  following  instruction  has 
been  issued  to  officers  of  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment: "All  telegrams,  whether  urgent,  ordi- 
nary, or  delayed,  to  and  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ward  and  his  firm  at  Invercargill  are  to  be 
given  precedence  and  transmitted  accordingly. 
— W.  Gbay.  28/4/93  "  ?  He  was  well  aware  of 
the  serious  nature  of  the  allegation  contained 
in  the  question,  but  he  wished  to  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  every  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain the  matter.  From  the  Bluff  to  the  North 
Cape  that  allegation  was  made,  and,  more 
than  that,  it  was  alleged  that  there  was  a 
general  abuse  of  the  Telegraph  Department  by 
Ministers.  However,  he  had  tried  to  make 
this  case  as  specific  as  possible,  and  he  trusted 
the  Treasurer's  answer  would  fully  clear  him 
of  the  charge  that  had  been  distinctly  made 
against  him. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  was  very  much  obliged 
to  the  honourable  member.  He  would  very 
much  have  preferred  that  the  member  of,  the 
Mr.  J.  McKenxie 


House  who  ought   to  have  put  the  question* 
should  have  put  it  himself. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Who  is  that? 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  not  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City ;  but  he  (Mr.  Ward)* 
knew  who  it  was,  and  so  did  the  honourable 
member.  In  reply  to  the  question  put  by  the- 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.. 
Earn  a  haw),  he  had  to  say  that  no  such  in- 
structions as  those  contained  in  the  message 
to  which  he  had  referred  were  ever  given  by 
him  (Mr.  Ward),  nor  was  he  aware  that  any 
instructions  of  the  kind  had  been  sent  to  any 
part  of  the  colony.  He  might  say,  however/ 
that  when  he  arrived  in  Wellington,  on  the* 
morning  after  the  day  upon  which  the  late 
Hon.  Mr.  Ballanc'e  died,  as  the  result  of  nego- 
tiations which  necessarily  had  to  proceed  con- 
cerning the  re-formation  of  the  Ministry,  and 
also  with  reference  to  the  position  in  the  Minis- 
try which  was  offered  him,  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  make  numerous  inquiries  in  connection, 
with  the  various  branches  of  the  businesses 
with  which  he  was  connected  in  the  South,, 
as  to  whether  he  could  accept  the  appoint- 
ment he  now  held.  As  a  matter  of  necessity, 
the  communications  in  repy  to  his  messages- 
had  to  be  forwarded  to  Wellington  with  the 
greatest  possible  despatch.  He  then,  as  he 
had  always  done  since,  paid  for  any  telegrams - 
of  a  private  nature.  All  telegrams  to  and  from. 
his  own  firm  had  been  paid  for  in  the  usual 
way.  At  the  time  to  which  he  referred  he 
asked  of  the  head*  of  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment that  the  utmost  despatch  and  precedence^ 
should  be  given  to  all  telegrams  sent  to  htm, 
and  this  was  the  only  occasion  on  which  any 
such  request  was  ever  made  by  him.  Fortu- 
nately, in  this  matter  he  was  not  dependent 
upon  either  the  good  wishes  of  his  friends  or 
the  bad  motives  of  his  enemies  for  enabling 
him  to  substantiate  what  he  said,  inasmuch  a*~ 
telegrams  of  a  private  nature  that  had  been  for- 
warded and  received  between  his  firm  and  him* 
self  had  invariably,  when  prompt  despatch  was 
necessary,  been  paid  for  at  double  rates.  Tele- 
grams from  and  to  his  firm  at  Invercargill  had 
frequently  been  sent  as  "urgents,"  and  double- 
rates  paid  for  them,  to  insure  that  prompt 
despatch  should  be  given  to  them.  Since  this 
question  had  been  put  on  the  Order  Paper  bj 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  he 
had,  as  the  result  of  inquiry,  found  that  the 
manager  of  his  firm  at  Invercargill  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  any  priority  having  been* 
intended  to  be  given  to  any  telegrams  between 
the  firm  and  himself,  and  that,  whenever  he 
wished  to  communicate  with  him  (Mr.  Ward)* 
with  despatch,  he. had  paid  for  such  telegrams 
at  double  ordinary  rates  in  order  to  insure 
their  reaching  him  without  delay.  He  assured 
him  (Mr.  Ward)  he  had  never,  in*  respecV 
of  delayed  telegrams  to  and  from  Invercar- 
gill, been  treated  differently  from  the  manager 
of  any  other  firm.  He  found  also,  on  inquiry 
from  his  Private  Secretary  here — who  was 
responsible  for  the  despatch  of  any  telegrams 
from  his  office — that  all  his  private  telegrams 
had  been  paid  for  in  the  ordinary,  way,  and. 
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that  if  he  wished  to  communicate  expeditiously 
with  his  firm  in  Invercargill  telegrams  had 
been  paid  for  at  double  rates.  He  had  not,  as 
.a  Minister  of  the  Grown,  done  anything  wrong, 
nor  had  he  in  the  slightest  made  use  of  his 
official  position  for  private  gain — quite  the  re- 
verse. However,  in  respect  to  this  matter  a 
'very  serious  question  arose,  and  that  was,  as  to 
the  secrecy  of  the  Telegraph  Department.  It 
must  be  beyond  question  that  some  one  who 
was  now  an  officer  of  the  Telegraph  Branch 
located  in  Wellington  could  alone  have  fur- 
miahed  the  information  which  warranted  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  in  put- 
ting such  a  question  to  him.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  honourable  member  was  the  person 
who  was  first  confided  in.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  (Dr.  Newman) 
.asked  a  question  in  the  first  instance  this 
session,  and  to  him  he  (Mr.  Ward)  gave  a 
straightforward  reply.  It  was  for  Dr.  Newman 
to  say  whether  he  was  cognisant  of  this  mat- 
ter before  it  passed  to  Mr.  Earnshaw.  This 
(important  fact,  however,  remained:  that  any 
other  person  transacting  business  with  the 
Telegraph  Department  might  find  himself  in 
the  position  of  having  secret  and  confidential 
matters  disclosed.  Leaving  himself  out  of  the 
question,  was  it  an  honourable  or  proper  thing 
for  any  member  of  this  House  to  be  directly 
or  indirectly  in  league  with  an  officer  of  the 
Telegraph  Department  who  had  been  sworn  to 
eeorecy,  with  the  view  of  inducing  him  to  com- 
mit a  serious  breach  of  trust  with  the  object  of 
injuring  the  Government  and  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  department?  Now,  he  proposed 
to  read  to  the  House  a  letter  which  he  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  department,  and  that 
officer's  replies,  in  connection  with  this  mat- 
ter:— 

"*'  Memorandum  for  Mr.  Gray. 

41  According  to  a  statement  made  in  the 
Evening  Post,  the  firm  with  which  I  am  con- 
nected in  Invercargill  is  said  to  have  had  an 
Advantage  over  other  firms  doing  business  in 
the  colony  in  regard  to  the  despatch  of  any 
telegraphic  messages  whioh,  from  time  to  time, 
it  may  have  had  occasion  to  send.  As  this 
statement  is  one  which  I  believe  to  be  abso- 
lutely untrue,  and  as  such  a  thing  is  entirely 
unknown  to  me,  or  to  my  manager  in  Invercar- 
gill, would  you  be  good  enough  to  state  whether 
there  is  anything  to  warrant  such  an  imputa- 
tion being  made  ? 

"  J.  G.  Wabd. 

"  30th  September,  1895." 

41  Memorandum  for  the  Hon.  the  Postmaster- 
General. 
"Referring  to  the  attached  memorandum 
from  the  Postmaster-General,  drawing  atten- 
tion to  the  statement  in  the  Evening  Post 
of  Saturday  last,  that  the  J.  G.  Ward  Associa- 
tion is  said  to  have  an  advantage  over  other 
firms  doing  business  in  the  colony,  inasmuch  as 
its  general  business  telegrams  are  given  pre- 
cedence. I  attach  a  memorandum  from  the 
Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Telegraph-office,  Wel- 
lington, and  a  service  telegram  from  the  Chief 


Postmaster,  Invercargill,  denying  the  state- 
ment or  allegation.  The  Chief  Postmaster, 
Invercargill,  is  in  the  best  position  to  say  how 
the  Association's  telegrams  have  been  and  are 
treated,  and  his  denial  is  most  distinct. 

••  W.  Gray. 
"  30th  September,  1895." 

The  Officer  in  Charge,  Wellington,  replied, — 
"The  statement   is    unfounded.    No    such 
thing  takes  place. 

"  C.  C.  ROBEBTSON. 

"  30th  September,  1895." 

And  the  Chief  Postmaster,  Invercargill,  replied 
as  follows  : — 

"  The  J.  G.  Ward  Farmers*  Association's 
general  business  telegrams  have  not  been 
treated  exceptionally  at  this  office,  but  have 
always  been  transmitted  in  the  order  of  other 
private  telegrams. 

"  J.  W.  WlLKTN. 

"  30th  September,  1895." 

Now,  he  would  like  to  say,  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  that  personally  his  con- 
science was  clear,  and  he  had  nothing  to  fear. 
At  the  same  time,  he  would  ask  the  House  to 
insist  upon  the  honourable  member  giving  some 
explanation  as  to  how  he  became  possessed 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Ha,  ha. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  senior  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  laughed.  He  always  appeared  to 
laugh  when  the  honour  of  any  one  else  was 
called  into  question. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
as  to  whether  the  honourable  member  is  not 
introducing  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Hon.  the  Treasurer 
was  criticizing  a  laugh,  and  a  laugh  was  not 
within  the  bounds  of  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  the  laugh  they  always 
heard  from  the  honourable  member  when  he 
was  not  very  well  pleased.  Personally,  he  wished 
to  say  again  his  conscience  was  clear,  and  he 
had  nothing  to  fear.  At  the  same  time,  he 
asked  the  House  to  insist  upon  the  honourable 
member  giving  some  explanation  as  to  how  he 
became  possessed  of  the  memorandum  of  the 
head  of  the  department,  and  as  to  the  source  of 
the  information,  and,  further,  that  the  name  of 
the  officer  wbo  gave  the  information  should  be 
disclosed. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Oh ! 

Mr.  WARD  thought  it  was  a  very  important 
thing  for  him,  as  he  would  proceed  to  show, 
and  honourable  members  on  the  other  side 
had  no  occasion  to  laugh  about  it.  He  said 
the  name  of  the  officer  who  gave  the  informa- 
tion should  be  disclosed.  Otherwise,  neither 
the  public  nor  the  Ministry,  nor  any  one  else, 
wero  safe ;  and  he  had  a  right  to  demand  that, 
whoever  he  was,  he  should  be  publicly  named 
—not  in  his  (Mr.  Ward's)  interests,  but  in  the 
interests  of  the  country.  The  seriousness  of 
the  implied  charge  had  rendered  it  neoessary 
for  him  to  go  fully  into  this  matter,  and  with 
the  explanation  now  given  he  trusted  that  both 
his  political  foes  and  friends  would  acquit  him 
of  being  the  kind  of  man  who  would,  for  a  paltry 
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few  shillings  to  be  saved  by  a  company  with 
which  he  was  connected,  tarnish  his  political 
and  private  honour.  Reversing  the  position  : 
were  he  a  member  of  the  Opposition,  or  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  valued  his  own  name 
and  reputation,  if  any  officer  of  the  service,  or 
any  other  person,  came  to  him  with  information 
which  could  only  be  given  by  a  violation  of  his 
oath  and  of  all  honour,  he  would  refuse  to  ac- 
cept it  or  to  act  in  any  way  upon  it.  That  was 
his  answer  to  the  honourable  member's  ques- 
tion. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  permission  to  make  a 
personal  explanation,  as  his  name  had  been 
mentioned  by  the  Minister.  About  ten  minutes 
previously  the  Premier  sent  him  a  semi-official 
message,  asking  whether  he  (Dr.  Newman)  had 
suggested  this  question.  He  doubted  whether 
he  should  have  replied  to  the  charge  had  not 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  deliberately  mentioned 
his  name.  He  wanted  now  to  state  explicitly 
and  definitely  that  he  was  entirely  unaware 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Earnshaw)  was  going  to  put  such  a  ques- 
tion, that  he  never  heard  of  it,  and  that  he  was 
as  ignorant  as  any  member  could  be  of  it  until 
it  was  put  on  the  Order  Paper.  He  had  had 
nothing  to  do  with  instigating  it,  nor  did  he 
know  anything  connected  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  WARD  accepted  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's assurance  at  once.  He  had  connected 
this  question  with  the  honourable  gentleman's 
former  question.  He  was  very  glad  to  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman  say  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  that  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  had  said 
was  true.  Neither  that  honourable  gentleman 
nor  any  other  member  of  the  House  had  com- 
municated with  him  about  the  question.  He 
(Mr.  Earnshaw)  had  put  it  of  his  own  volition, 
and  he  stood  by  it.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
thought  that,  by  making  direot  statements 
about  members  of  his  department  breaking 
their  word,  he  would  lead  him  (Mr.  Earnshaw) 
to  break  his  word  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  know  him.  He  refused  absolutely  to  state 
as  to  what  he  knew,  or  to  give  him  information. 
He  had  given  the  Colonial  Treasurer  every  op- 
portunity to  answer  the  charge,  and  he  had 
told  him  it  was  afloat  from  the  Bluff  to  the 
North  Cape.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
admitted  that  the  head  of  his  department  had 
issued  this  order.  He  had  admitted  that.  As 
to  how  far  it  was  right  or  proper,  that,  of 
course,  rested  with  him,  or  the  head  of  his 
department. 

Mr.  WARD  had  said  distinctly  be  had  not 
given  any  such  instructions,  and  was  not  aware 
of  any  such  instructions  having  been  issued. 
He  had  stated  the  extraordinary  circumstances 
under  which  a  request  bad  been  made,  and 
such  a  request,  under  such  circumstanoes,  was 
not  at  all  unusual,  and  he  had  no  doubt  it 
would  be  acceded  to  under  similar  circum- 
stances again. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  it  was  a  marvellous 
thing  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  head  of 
the  department  issued  these  instructions  with- 
out the  honourable  gentleman's  knowledge. 
Mr.  Ward 


MAINTENANCE  OP  HOSPITAL 
PATIENTS. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Premier,  If 
he  can  explain,  a  propos  of  Dr.  MacGregor's  re- 
port on  the  hospitals  of  the  colony,  how  the- 
average  payment  for  maintenance  of  patients- 
should  differ  so  widely  in  one  hospital  from 
another,  and  more  especially  how  the  marked 
discrepancy  in  this  respect  has  arisen  as  be- 
tween these  institutions  in  Christohurch  and 
Auckland,  the  payment  made  in  the  former 
being  5s.  lOd.  per  head,  while  in  that  of  the 
latter  it  is  £2  2s.  7d.  ?  From  the  figures  quoted 
in  this  question  it  was  very  necessary  that  some- 
explanation  of  their  discrepancy  should  be- 
given  to  the  public,  and  one  was  indeed  re- 
quired in  justice  to  those  having  the  manage- 
ment and  control  of  these  institutions. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  explanation  was- 
that  some  of  the  Hospital  Board*  made  greater 
efforts  than  others  to  collect  the  maintenance- 
fees.  As  regarded  the  Auckland  Hospital,  it 
might  be  mentioned  that  patients  from  t he- 
North  of  Auckland  Hospital  and  Charitable 
Aid  District  were  sent  to  the  Auckland  Hospital 
and  paid  for  by  the  Board  of  the  district,  there 
being  no  hospital  in  the  North  of  Auckland 
District. 

PROPERTIES  ACQUIRED  BY  PORE- 
CLOSURE. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  the  Government* 
Whether  they  intend  to  set  up  an  Assets  Board 
to  realise  the  "properties  acquired  by  fore- 
closure," and  valued  at  £34,418  in  the  Govern- 
ment Life  Insurance  balance-sheet;  also,  to 
provide  for  the  sale  of  similar  properties  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  other  Government  invest- 
ing departments  ?  Further,  if  there  is  no  suoh 
intention,  what  steps  are  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
this  accumulation  of  unsold  properties?  It 
was  rather  alarming  that  mortgage**  in  this  in- 
vesting department,  at  a  supposed  safe  margin,, 
should,  to  so  large  an  extent,  be  found  unreal- 
ised] e.  It  was  seen  by  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
experience  how  insidiously  and  disastrously 
these  properties  increase.  Then,  by  the  balance- 
sheet  ne  saw  that  £43,000  was  further  set  aside 
as  necessary  to  cover  expected  depreciation  in 
freehold  and  mortgage  properties.  As  these 
appeared  in  the  balance-sheet  of  the  Insurance 
Department,  he  thought  it  was  as  well  they 
should  see  the  Minister  had  taken  suoh  steps 
as  would  prevent  this  item  from  accumulating. 

Mr.  WARD  might  say,  in  reply  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  the  amount  repre- 
sented only  1}  per  cent,  of  the  department's 
total  funds,  and  the  number  and  value  of  the 
properties  would  not  justify  the  establishment, 
of  a  special  Board  to  deal  with  them  exclu- 
sively. In  the  oase  of  a  life  office  there  waa 
no  need  to  hurriedly  realise  foreclosed  securi- 
ties such  as  there  might  be  in  the  case  of  bank- 
ing institutions,  whioh  required  to  keep  their 
investments  in  a  liquid  condition.  In  a  life 
office  the  engagements  were  of  a  fixed  nature, 
and  for  a  long  term.  By  far  the  larger  portion 
of  the  item  was  due  to  investments  made  by 
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the  old  Association  Board  in  1885-86.  Of  the 
total  amount  of  £84,413,  no  less  than  £29,500 
was  due  to  the  foreolosure  of  mortgages  made 
by  the  old  Association  Board,  the  balance  of 
£4,900  representing  the  foreclosures  of  mort- 
gages granted  by  the  new  Board  since  the  re- 
sumption of  control  by  the  Government.  Of 
this  latter  amount,  £2,000  had  been  realised 
during  the  present  year,  and  the  sum  now  stood 
at  settle  over  £2,900.  He  might  add  that  an 
ample  reserve  had  been  constituted  on  account 
of  the  old  Association  Board  foreclosures,  and 
every  opportunity  was  taken  to  realise  the  pro- 
perties, if  anything  like  reasonable  prices  could 
be  obtained. 


9.0. 


GISBORNE-OPOTIKI  ROAD. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  What  amount  out  of  the 
£1,100  voted  last  year  for  the  Gisborne-Opotiki 
Road  has  been  expended  on  that  portion  of  the 
road  between  the  Motu  River  and  Opotiki  ?  It 
was  necessary  that  the  whole  of  the  sum  voted 
should  be  spent  on  putting  this  road  in  repair. 
It  was  impossible  for  settlers  to  drive  cattle 
along  it  or  anything  else,  as  it  was  only  a  foot 
wide  in  some  places. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  the  amount 
expended  up  to  the  present  time  on  this  por- 
tion of  the  Gisborne-Opotiki  Road  was  £680 
out  of  the  vote  of  £1,100,  and  the  balance 
would  be  expended  as  the  weather  permitted. 

WHAKATANE  RIVER. 
Mr.  W.  KELLY  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  intends  to  carry  out  the  promise  made  — 
namely,  to  send  Captain  Falconer  to  Whaka- 
tane  to  remove  the  rocks  that  obstruct  vessels 
entering  the  river?  It  was  necessary  that 
something  should  be  done.  A  promise  was 
made  at  one  time  that  something  would  be 
done  to  remove  this  obstruction,  and  he  trusted 
he  would  receive  a  favourable  answer  to  his 
question,  as  it  was  necessary  something  should 
be  done  before  the  summer  season  set  in. 

Mr.  8EDDON  said  his  great  difficulty  at  the 
present  time  was  in  sparing  Captain  Falconer, 
under  whose  supervision  this  work  should  be 
done.  The  Engineer  informed  him  that  any 
working-party  might  have  to  wait  for  a  month 
for  a  favourable  opportunity  of  removing  these 
rocks,  and  that  was  the  reason  that  nothing 
had  as  yet  been  done.  He  must  admit  that 
something  ought  to  be  done,  as  Whakatane 
would  shortly  be  an  important  place  after 
the  settlement  that  must  now  proceed  con- 
sequent on  roads  being  opened  up  through  the 
Urewera  country,  as  it  was  expected  a  great 
number  of  tourists  would  be  going  there. 
Attention  must  therefore  be  paid  to  the  en- 
trance of  this  harbour.  He  would  make  fur- 
ther inquiries,  and  probably  it  would  be  found 
that  by  the  removal  of  some  of  the  inside  rocks 
the  entrance  would  be  considerably  improved. 
He  would  see  what  could  be  done ;  but  his 
difficulty  was  in  sparing  Captain  Falconer  for 
some  time  to  come. 


PRIMARY- SCHOOL  CHILDREN  GOING 
TO  HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether,  referring  to  the  question 
put  on  the  80th  July  last,  and  to  the  Minister's 
reply  thereto  (vide  Hansard,  page  282),  any  ar- 
rangement has  been  made,  after  consultation, 
as  promised,  with  the  Minister  of  Education  re 
affording  children  who  have  passed  Standard  VI. 
at  a  primary  school  the  opportunity  of  free 
travelling  by  rail  to  the  nearest  high  school? 
For  some  years  past,  and  very  properly  too,  in 
connection  with  our  national  system  of  educa- 
tion, of  which  they  were  all  very  proud,  and 
which  was  working  very  successfully,  provision 
was  made  that  pupils  attending  the  primary 
schools  should  be  conveyed  by  rail  free  of 
charge.  It  happened  that  after  passing  through 
the  primary  Bchools  some  of  them  wished  to 
attend  the  secondary  schools,  and  he  thought  it 
only  fair  that  these  children  should  have  the 
same  facility  for  travelling  by  rail  free  of  charge 
to  the  nearest  school.  He  hoped  the  Minister 
would  be  prepared  to  make  arrangements  under 
which  those  who  had  passed  the  Sixth  Standard 
in  the  primary  schools  should  have  a  free  pas- 
sage by  rail  to  the  nearest  high  school. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  this  matter  had  been 
considered.  As  he  stated  before,  the  loss  of 
revenue  would  be  something  like  £1,200 ;  and, 
in  view  of  the  great  number  of  concessions 
which  had  lately  been  granted,  and  the  loss  of 
revenue  thereby  entailed,  it  had  been  decided 
not  to  grant  this  concession. 

CANCER  IN  STOCK. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  asked  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture, If  he  will  obtain  and  give  to  each 
member  of  the  House  six  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gilruth,  M.R.C.V.S., 
given  before  the  Abattoirs  Committee  last  ses- 
sion, which  declares  that  there  is,  in  his 
opinion,  no  case  of  true  cancer  in  the  stock 
of  this  colony  ?  He  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  say  very  much  about  this  question.  It  had 
been  circulated  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  colony,  and,  in  fact,  through- 
out Australasia,  that  cancer  was  very  pre- 
valent in  this  colony.  Now,  Mr.  Gilruth  last 
year  declared  very  emphatically  before  the 
Abattoirs  Committee  that,  after  the  most  vigi- 
lant investigation,  he  had  not  found  one  case 
of  true  cancer.  He  admitted  that  since  then 
he  had  found  one  case  of  true  cancer,  but  it 
was  only  the  exception  that  proved  the  rule. 
The  Minister  would  allay  a  feeling  of  unrest  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  if  he  would,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  request  contained  in  this  ques- 
tion, give  to  each  member  for  circulation  six 
copies  of  Mr.  Gilruth's  evidence,  whioh  had 
not  obtained  any  publication. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  quite  true 
that  the  evidence  on  this  matter  was  before 
the  Abattoirs  Committee  of  last  year,  and  there 
Mr.  Gilruth  made  the  statement  to  whioh  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred,  but  since  then 
Mr.  Gilruth  had  said  that  unfortunately  he 
had  met  with  a  case  of  canoer,  but  he  was  of 
opinion  that  that  disease  was  of  rare  occurrence* 
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He  (Mr.  McKenzie)  thought  the  best  way  to 
meet  what  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted 
was  not  to  get  this  evidence,  but  to  get  a  report 
from  Mr.  Qilruth.  He  would  ask  him  to  re- 
port what  the  state  of  the  colony  was  at  the 
present  time  in  connection  with  cancer.  That 
report  would  then  be  printed  and  circulated  in 
the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  desired. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  thought  the  plan  suggested  by 
the  Minister  would  be  the  most  satisfactory  one 
to  adopt. 

RETURN  NOT  SUPPLIED. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Why  Return  No.  56,  ordered  on  81st  July,  has 
not  been  laid  upon  the  table  ? 

Mr.  WARD  might  say  that  the  return  of  the 
amounts  paid  to  Civil  servants  by  way  of  bonus 
Would  be  ready  for  presentation  in  a  day  or 
two. 

RAILWAY  RETURN  -  TICKETS. 
Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
-Railways,  Whether,  with  a  view  to  the  public 
convenience,  and  therefore  to  the  increase 
of  railway  passenger- traffic,  he  will  favourably 
consider  of  the  advisability  of  amending  the 
regulations,  so  that  every  return -ticket  shall 
be  available  for  use  for  the  return  journey  for 
one  week  from  date  of  issue  ?  In  putting  this 
question  he  did  not  intend  to  be  bowled  out 
by  the  information  that  the  thing  was  already 
gazetted.  He  had  had  the  honour  to  bring  thiB 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister  Borne 
weeks  ago,  and  since  then  railway  regulations 
had  been  gazetted  in  accordance  with  what  he 
proposed.  But  he  still  intended  to  put  the 
question,  and  to  cause  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  give  an  answer  in  the  House.  He  was 
quite  aware  that  a  Gazette  notice  had  been 
given  to  the  effect  that  railway  return- tickets 
would  be  henceforth  available  for  return  for  a 
period  of  a  week ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  fair 
that  honourable  members  who  took  the  trouble 
to  bring  things  of  this  sort  under  the  notice 
of  the  Government,  and  who  wrote  letters  care- 
fully arguing  the  point,  should  be  "  stumped," 
after  the  question  had  been  on  the  Order  Paper 
four  or  five  weeks,  by  the  Minister  replying  that 
the  thing  had  been  already  settled.  That  sort 
of  thing,  he  thought,  was  not  fair  to  honour- 
able members.  He  now  put  the  question,  and 
asked  the  honourable  gentleman  to  answer  it, 

—  knowing  perfectly  well,  however,  that  the 
matter  had  been  dealt  with  by  Gazette  notice 
since  he  first  gave  notice  of  the  question. 

Mr.  CADMAN  was  afraid  the  honourable 
gentleman's  memory  was  hardly  correct.  He 
might  inform  him  that  the  matter  was  gazetted 
three  months  before  the  question  was  asked 

—  he  was  referring  to  a  question  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  asked  him  a  few  weeks 
ago.  He  could  only  say  that  he  admitted  at 
once  that  this  question  was  a  troublesome  one. 
It  did  not  give  satisfaction  to  people  generally, 
and,  so  far  as  he  could  gather,  the  reason  given 
in  the  past  for  refusing  the  concession  was  that 
it  cut  a  great  deal  into  the  ordinary  general 
fund.    He  intended  during  the  coming  recess 

Mr.  J.  McKentie 


to  try  to  devise  some  means  of  meeting  this 
question  without  cutting  too  much  into  the 
general  fund,  and  he  hoped  before  next  session 
to  devise  some  satisfactory  plan. 

NEW  ZEALAND  BOYS  JOINING  MER. 
CANTILE  MARINE. 

Mr.  B.UDDO  asked  the  Government, 
Whether,  in  view  of  Captain  Allnnrn's  advioe 
that  the  Shipping  and  Seamen's  Aot  does  not 
allow  lads  to  be  employed  on  New  Zealand  mer- 
cantile sea-going  vessels,  they  intend  to  take  any 
steps  to  amend  the  Act  so  as  to  allow  New  Zea- 
land boys  to  take  part  in  what  is  very  likely 
to  be  a  great  factor  in  the  future  of  New  Zea- 
land—the sea-carrying  trade  of  Australasia? 
It  was  very  evident  that  the  Nautical  Surveyor 
had  been  criticizing  very  fairly  the  Shipping 
and  Seamen's  Act  of  last  session,  which  ignored 
the  question  of  the  employment  of  ordinary 
seamqn.  The  House  only  dealt  with  the  neces- 
sary number  of  able-bodied  seamen  required 
for  the  safety  of  our  sea- going  vessels,  and  the 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Aot  had  practically 
taken  away  any  encouragement  it  could  give 
to  the  young  lads  of  the  colony  to  enter  the 
mercantile  service ;  therefore  it  was  not  doing 
its  duty  to  the  youth  of  the  colony.  He  trusted 
that  this  matter  would  be  seen  to,  and  that  the 
Act  would  be  so  amended  that  it  would  be  an 
encouragement  to  the  lads  of  the  colony  to 
enter  upon  a  sea-going  life. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Shipping  and  Seamen's 
Act  of  1894  did  not  prevent  or  prohibit  toys 
from  being  employed  on  board  vessels  in  the 
New  Zealand  or  intercolonial  trade.  If  the 
masters  or  owners  of  vessels  desired  to  employ 
boys  they  could  do  so — the  matter  was  quite 
optional — and  the  result  was  that  in  the  ma- 
jority of  oases  vessels  were  manned  according 
to  the  scale  in  the  First  Schedule  of  the  Aot 
he  had  named,  and  no  boys  were  carried, 
particularly  in  sailing-vessels.  There  was  no 
mention  of  or  provision  made  for  the  employ- 
ment of  boys  on  board  ships  engaged  in  the 
coastal  or  intercolonial  trade  in  the  Act  that  he 
was  aware  of,  unless  an  apprentice  was  con- 
sidered as  such,  and  these  were  only  allowed  to 
count  on  sailing-ships.  The  definition  of  "a 
certificated  able  seaman  "  was  a  person  who 
could  produce  documentary  evidence  of  having 
served  four  years  at  sea,  employed  on  deck. 
The  definition  of  an  "  ordinary  seaman  "  was  a 
person  who  had  served  a  term  at  sea  less-  thtfn 
what  was  required  for  an  able  seaman,  unless 
he  passed  the  examination  for  an  able  seaman 
which  the  Act  provided  for.  Boys  usually 
after  eighteen  months'  or  two  years'  sea- 
service  were  considered  qualified  for  ordinary 
Beamen;  but,  naturally,  much  depended  on 
the  boy's  age  and  robustness.  An  apprentice 
usually  went  to  sea  at  the  age  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen,  and  was  bound  either  to  the  master  or 
to  the  owner  of  the  vessel  for  the  term  of  four 
years;  and  in  most  oases  apprentices  had  to 
pay  a  premium  of  about  £40  for  the  term  of 
their  indenture.  Apprenticeship  on  board  ship 
was  decreasing  rapidly  sinoe  the  introduction 
of  steam -vessels,  particularly  in  New  Zealand, 
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«nd,  this  being  the  case,  it  would  seem  neces- 

-sary  that  other  methods  should  be  used  to 
enable  our  boys  to  go  to  sea  in  our  ships. 

•Concerning  boys,  not  intending  apprentices, 
who  were  anxious  to  go  to  sea  and  become 

-seamen,  this  was  how  tho  matter  stood  at 
present:  If  a  boy  wished  to  go  to   sea  in  a 

•coastal  or  intercolonial  trading-vessel,  and  if 
he  could  not  get  or  find  a  master  or  owner 
kind  and  considesate  enough  to  employ  him 
on  board  ship,  he  must  leave  the  colony  and 

-graduate  elsewhere  till  he  became  an  ordinary 
seaman,  and  then  he  might  return  to  New 
Zealand  and  ship  in  that  capacity  if  he  could 

.get  employment.  He  thought  the  Act  should 
be  amended  in  some  way  to  make  provision  for 
the  employment  of  boys  on  board  ship.  It  was 
a  difficult  matter  to  deal  with,  and  required 
very  great  consideration.    The  same  difficulty 

-appeared  to  exist  among  the  shipping  of  Great 
Britain.    He  was  informed  four  or  five  months 

•ago,  on  good  authority,  that  the  master  of  a 
locally -owned  sailing-ship  bound  for  London 
from  this  port  advertised  for  one  or  two  boys 
for  the  voyage,  and  over  thirty  boys  presented 
themselves  on  board  next  day  for  employment. 

RAILWAY-CARRIAGES  RESERVED. 
Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Minister  for  Railways, 
"Whether  it  is  usual  for  railway-carriages  to  be 
reserved  for  others  besides  His  Excellency  the 

•Governor  and  Ministers  of  the  Grown ;  and,  if 
necessary,  to  prevent  the  overcrowding  of  car- 

Tiages  and  inconvenience  to  passengers  generally 
will  he  take  steps  to  keep  the  special  privileges 

referred  to  within  legitimate  bounds?  Briefly, 
he  might  state  that  one  Saturday,  when  travel- 
ling to  the  Wairarapa,  he  found  that  a  member 

-of  His  Excellency's  staff  was  travelling  in  the 
same  train,  enshrined  in  a  glazed  bird-cage 
labelled  "Reserved,"  while  at  the  same  time 

•an  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
found  considerable  difficulty  in  squeezing  him- 
self into  the  smoking-carriage.  He  wished, 
therefore,   to  know  if    these    privileges    were 

allowed. 

■  Mr.  CADMAN  said  carriages  were  reserved 
for  invalids  or  parties  on  payment  of  not  less 
than  four  ordinary  first-class  fares.  At  the 
same  time,  a  reserved  carriage  was  always  at 
His  Excellency '8  command ;  also,  when  Minis- 
ters required  to  do  any  special  work,  and  re- 

•quired  a  special  compartment  for  that  purpose, 
it  was  reserved  for  them.  With  regard  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  question,  be  could  only  say 
that  it  appeared  to  have  been  customary  in 

4be  past  for  one  of  His  Excellency's  party  to 
have  a  reserved  compartment,  but  since  the 

•matter  had  been  brought  under  his  notice  in- 

-structions  had  been  given  to  discontinue  the 

^practice. 

WOODEND-KAIAPOI  TELEPHONE. 
Mr.  BUDDO  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  he  will  take  into  consideration  the  ad- 
visability of  connecting  Woodend  with  Kaiapoi 
by  telephone,  bo  as  to  allow  the  settlers  there 
to  communicate  with  Christchurch  through  the 
Kaiapoi  Telegraph-office  ? 


Mr.  WARD  said  on  the  usual  terms  a  subsidy 
of  £66  per  annum  was  asked  for  the  erection 
of  this  line  by  the  department,  but  on  the  mat- 
ter being  considered  again  it  was  decided  to 
reduce  this  to  £40.  The  honourable  member 
was  advised  to  that  effect  on  the  18th  October 
last,  but  as  no  reply  had  been  received  it  was 
assumed  that  the  settlers  had  not  contributed 
the  required  sum.  The  same  system  had  been 
adopted  in  this  case  as  in  regard  to  other  parts 
of  the  colony.  The  matter  had  been  brought 
down  to  the  lowest  possible  sum,  so  that  the 
settlers  could  have  what  they  desired. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  BUDDO  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
intended  to  convene  the  Old-age  Pensions  Com- 
mittee this  session  ?  He  would  point  out  that 
this  was  one  of  the  questions  which  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  in  speaking  at  one  of  the  largest 
centres  of  population  during  the  recess,  stated 
would  be  seen  to  during  the  coming  session. 
However,  he  presumed  important  business  in 
connection  with  banking  and  the  tariff  had 
pretty  well  taken  up  all  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's time.  He  thought  it  necessary,  however, 
to  point  out  that  no  steps  had  been  taken  to 
deal  with  this  matter,  which  was  of  so  much 
interest  to  a  great  many  people  in  the  colony, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  Government  would 
reply  that  they  were  taking  an  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  that  something  would  be  done 
very  shortly. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  somewhat  late  in 
the  day  for  a  question  of  this  kind  to  be  asked, 
more  particularly  because  on  Wednesday  next 
he  had  to  announce  the  number  of  slaughtered 
innocents.  However,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  any  solution  of  this  difficult  problem, 
or  if  the  members  who  were  to  constitute  this 
Committee  had  any  information  which  would 
assist  the  Government  in  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion with  advantage  to  the  aged  and  indigent 
persons  in  the  colony,  even  if  it  was  on  the  last 
day  of  the  session,  he  would  be  only  too  glad 
to  "meet  the  views  of  that  Committee.  He 
might  say  at  once  that  legislation  in  connection 
with  the  banking,  the  tariff,  and  the  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Bill  had  taken  up  so  much  time  that 
the  matter,  be  believed,  had  been  lost  sight  of. 
He  was  pleased,  however,  that  attention  had 
been  called  to  it ;  and  if  the  members  that 
constituted  the  Committee  desired  to  be  called 
together  nothing  would  give  the  Government 
greater  pleasure  than  to  oblige  them. 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS. 
.  Mr.  MILLAR  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways,— (1.)  Whether  a  circular  has  been  issaed 
to  employes  notifying  that  porters,  guards,  and 
other  employes  who  are  not  in  the  Clerical 
Department  are  ineligible  for  promotion  to  such 
positions  as  Stationmasters  or  to  the  clerical 
staff?  (2.)  Are  there  any  regulations  to  that 
effect?  If  so,  will  he  have  the  regulations  so 
amended  as  to  remove  this  bar,  and  thereby 
enable  men  who  from  long  experience  are 
qualified  to  fill  such  positions  to  do  so?  (3.) 
What  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to  enable 
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railway  servants  to  become  aware  of  the  regu- 
lations re  the  Board  of  Appeal  for  railway 
servants  ?  (4.)  When  will  the  classification  of 
railway  servants  be  completed  and  put  in 
force?  It  had  come  to  his  notice  that  a 
circular  had  been  issued  notifying  the  men 
who  were  not  in  the  Clerical  Department  that 
they  were  not  eligible  for  the  promotion  men- 
tion in  his  question.  He  might -titty  that  there 
had  been  for  a  number  of  years  porters  who 
had  been  doing  the  work  of  Stationmasters, 
and  who,  although  they  were  considered  quite 
competent  to  do  that  work,  were  not  con- 
sidered competent  to  draw  the  pay.  He  wished 
to  know,  therefore,  if  there  wan  any  regulation 
to  prevent  such  men  from  filling  these  posi- 
tions ;  and,  if  so,  he  would  like  the  third  and 
fourth  portions  of  his  question  to  be  answered. 

Mr.  CAD  MAN  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber must  have  been  misinformed  with  regard 
to  the  circular  mentioned,  or  else  he  was  quot- 
ing it  incorrectly.  He  would  read  the  part  of 
the  circular  whioh  referred  to  the  Telegraph 
Department : — 

44  So  far  as  the  wages  staff  are  concerned, 
there  is  no  objection  to  their  learning  tele- 
graphy, but,  as  previously  advised,  they  should 
understand  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  claim 
transfer  to  the  Clerioal  Branch  of  the  service 
through  having  acquired  this  knowledge." 

The  answer  to  the  second  part  of  the  question 
was  No;  there  were  no  regulations  in  exist- 
ence to  that  effect  that  he  was  aware  -of.  As 
to  the  third  part  of  the  question,  a  circular 
was  issued,  and  a  oopy  of  the  regulation  with 
regard  to  railways  was  sent,  to  every  per- 
manent officer  of  the  department.  With  re- 
gard to  the  last  section  of  the  question,  he  had 
already  stated  to  the  House  that  he  intended 
to  go  fully  into  the  question  of  classification 
with  the  employes  interested  during  the  coming 


TAX  ON  8EAMEN. 

Mr.  MILLAR  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
Seeing  that  seamen  have  no  protection  given 
them  in  return  for  the  special  tax  levied  on 
them  of  2s.  per  head  for  every  agreement  they 
enter  into,  will  he  take  steps  to  have  the  same 
reduced  by  at  least  one-half?  He  would  like 
to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  seamen 
were  charged  4s.  every  time  they  signed,  and 
6s.  was  charged  officers  and  engineers,  and  he 
thought  there  was  no  special  protection  for 
them.  He  considered  there  ought  to  be  seme 
protection. 

Mr.  WARD  said  half  the  sum  payable  by  a 
seaman  for  engagement  and  discharge  was  paid 
by  the  shipowner  and  half  by  the  seaman.  Pro- 
vision was  now  being  made  in  \Me  Shipping 
and  Seamen's  Act  Amendment  Bill,  whioh  was 
being  drafted,  to  enable  the  amount  payable  by 
the  men  to  be  reduced  to  6d. 

TOTALISATOR. 
Mr.  MITGHELSON  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  any  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  regu- 
late the  number  of  days  upon  whioh  licenses 
for  the  use  of  the  totalisator  may  be  issued,  in 
accordance  with  the  intentions  of  the  Legis- 
Mr.  Millar 


lature  ?  He  would  like  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Premier  to  the  fact  that  under  the  Act. 
of  1893  there  was  a  regulation  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  licenses  that  might  be  issued  during  the 
year :  that  was  to  say,  during  the  present  year, 
and  every  year  thereafter  so  long  as  the  Act 
remained  in  force,  thero  were  to  be  issued  two- 
thirds  of  the  number  of  licenses  that  were 
issued  for  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  July,. 
1898 ;  and  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature that  the  number  of  days  upon  whioh 
licenses  could  be  issued  should  be  regulated. 
Unless  some  steps  were  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter  the  racing  clubs  would 
ask  for  licenses  to  be  issued  to  them,  and  then 
use  the  totalisator  upon  a  greater  number  of 
days  in  the  year  than  ever  was  intended  to  be 
allowed  by  the  Legislature,  and  by  such  mean 
defeat  the  object  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  last  year  regulations- 
had  been  made  for  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst 
July,  1895,  and  he  held  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  a 
Oazelte  notice  of  the  15th  August,  1895,  which 
recited  the  regulation  in  respect  of  the  number 
of  days  upon  which  racing  could  take  place,, 
as  provided  by  the  Gaming  Act  of  last  session. 
The  number  of  licenses  available  for  the  year 
was  156.  Eaoh  license  authorised  the  use  of 
the  totalisator  at  one  meeting. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON  asked  if  the  number  of 
days  was  specified. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  if  there  were  only  156- 
licenses  there  could  only  be  156  days. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON.— Unless  you  aee  that 
the  number  of  days  is  specified  there  will  be 
no  reduction  made.  As  a  matter  of  faot,  somev 
of  the  larger  clubs  are  now  taking  advantage  by 
applying  for  the  same  number  of  licenses  as- 
before,  without  intending  to  reduce  the  number 
of  days. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  department  would  be 
careful  that  the  number  of  licenses  for  thev 
year  did  not  exceed  156. 

PUBLIC  TRUST  OFFICE  SECURITIES. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,. 
What  and  where  the  regulation  is  under  which, 
as  he  stated  in  the  House  on  the  18th  Septem- 
ber in  reply  to  Question  No.  21,  the  PubHo 
Trust  Office  securities  are  held  in  London  br 
three  persons,  and  under  what  statute  was  such 
regulation  made?  It  was  really  difficult  to 
get  at  the  history  of  these  securities.  They 
were  told  that  some  of  them  were  here  ana 
some  were  in  London.  Those  held  in  New 
Zealand  were  under  two  keys,  by  regulations 
made  under  the  Trust  Act,  and  that  those  in- 
London  were  also  held  by  regulation.  He  could 
only  find  one  regulation  under  that  Act  ap- 
pointing the  two  trustees  in  New  Zealand.  The 
Treasurer,  when  asked  previously  as  to  how 
the  trust  securities  were  held,  he  thought  said 
they  were  held  under  three  keys  by  persons  also 
appointed  under  regulation.  Now,  he  wanted 
to  know  where  that  regulation  was,  and  what 
it  was. 

Mr.  WARD  said  there  appeared  to  exist  with 
respect  to  this  simple  matter  some  such  con- 
fusion of  mind  as  might  be  supposed  to  arise  in* 
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a  man  who  lost  bis  way  in  a  city  and  employed 
a  cab  to  reach  a  house  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street,  and  whom  the  cabman,  trading 
on  the  opportunity,  took  half  round  the  city 
first.  That  was  the  position  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  had  told  the  honourable  gentle- 
man on  a  former  occasion  that  the  sinking 
funds  were  under  three  custodians  in  London, 
and  that  they  had  three  keys.  The  honourable 
gentleman  then  asked  him  by  what  authority 
those  custodians  were  appointed,  and  he  replied 
that  it  was  under  the  regulations  of  the  Public 
Trust  Office.  The  honourable  member  knew 
that  this  matter  had  received  a  great  amount 
of  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  for  a  considerable  time 
past.  As  the  result  of  their  investigation,  they 
expressed  a  doubt  on  this  particular  point,  as 
there  was  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  honourable 
member,  and,  in  order  to  remove  that  doubt,  it 
was  proposed  to  introduce  legislation,  and  no 
doubt  the  honourable  member  would  be  able  to 
get  at  the  solution  of  the  question  when  the 
Bill  was  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  indulged  in  a  good  deal  of  palaver,  but  he 
had  not  answered  the  question.  No  one  knew 
where  this  regulation  was. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  very  fastidious  upon  this  matter.  He  (Mr. 
Ward)  had  replied  repeatedly  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  in  connection  with  it.  As  he  had  said, 
the  matter  had  been  before  the  Public  Aooounts 
Committee,  who  had  recommended  the  House 
to  introduce  legislation  to  settle  the  question. 
When  the  matter  was  first  under  considera- 
tion, at  the  time  the  question  of  sending  the 
securities  to  London  was  considered,  he  had 
himself  put  a  minute  on  the  records  that  that 
should  be  done. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  sorry  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not  tell  him  what  the  regulation 
was  and  where  it  was  to  be  found. 

DECORATION  FOR  SAVING  LIFE. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will  lay 
before  this  House  a  despatch  from  the  Im- 
perial Government  upon  the  question  of  a  de- 
coration for  saving  life  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  saw  no  objection  to  the  course 
suggested,  and  would  ask  His  Excellency  to 
agree  to  laying  the  despatch  on  the  table. 

DIVORCE  BILL. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  afford  the  House  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  passing  the  Divorce  Bill  through  its 
final  stages?  He  would  simply  remind  the 
Government  that  this  Bill  had  passed  through 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  had  also  passed  its 
second  reading  in  the  House  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  and  it  was  virtually  through  Com- 
mittee. He  thought  action  should  be  taken 
to  give  effect  to  the  will  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  there  was  great 
danger  in  giving  preference  to  any  particular 
private  member's  Bill.  There  were  the  Refer- 
endum Bill  and  many  other  Bills,  the  movers  of 
which  would  prefer  to  see  them  gone  on  with 


first.    There  were  many  other  Bills  in  the  same- 
position  as  this  one. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  yery  strange  to 
find  on  the  one  hand  honourable  members  ask- 
ing the  Government  to  strike  a  Government 
Bill  off  the  Order  Paper,  and  on  the  other  hand 
asking  the  Government  to  give  special  facilities 
for  passing  a  private  -member's  Bill.    Members- 

g  gQ     of  the  House  must  be  consistent.   They 

'    had  a  very  large  amount  of  work  to  do ; 

there  were  a  large  number  of  Bills  to  be  dealt 

with  ;  and  he  was  afraid  if  they  undertook  more 

work  they  would  be  here  till  Christmas. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  SCHOOLS  INSPEC- 
TION. 

Mr.  CARNELL  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, As  many  of  the  Eduoation  Boards  have- 
refused  to  permit  their  Inspectors  to  examine- 
the  Roman  Catholio  schools,  the  reason  given 
being  that  their  time  is  fully  taken  up  with* 
their  duties  in  connection  with  the  Government 
free  schools, — that  being  so,  will  the  Minister 
appoint  a  sufficient  additional  number  of  School) 
Inspectors,  so  that  the  reasonable  request  of  our 
Catholic  fellow-colonists  may  be  granted  ? 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  Inspectors  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Boards.  He  thought  the  law- 
might  be  altered  so  as  to  allow  the  Minister  to 
appoint  the  Inspectors ;  but,  until  the  law  was 
altered,  of  course  he  had  no  voice  in  the  matter. 

POST-OFFICE  SAVINGS-BANK  AND 
PUBLIC  TRUST  FUNDS. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  If,  in  framing  the  amendments  to  the- 
Public  Revenues  Act  with  respect  to  the  custody 
of  trust  funds  of  which  he  has  given  notice,  he 
will  also  insert  clauses  making  it  illegal  and 
penal  for  the  trustees  of  the  funds  of  the  Post- 
Office  Savings- Bank  and  the  Publio  Trust  Office 
to  pledge  or  part  with  the  said  funds  without 
reoeiving  full  consideration  legally  authorised 
therefor?  The  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  answer- 
ing the  question  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce,  had  stated  that  it  was  intended  to  bring, 
in  legislation,  with  the  view  of  dealing  with 
this  matter  of  trust  funds.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  present  position  of  the  funds  was  re- 
garded, both  in  the  House  and  in  the  country, 
as  unsatisfactory,  and  that  honourable  mem- 
bers were  anxious  that  the  matter  should  be 
set  at  rest  before  the  end  of 'the  sesion,  and 
in  view  of  the  report  of  the  Publio  Accounts- 
Committee,  he  trusted  that  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer would  see  his  way  to  insert  the  clause 
suggested  in  the  question. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  his  desire  that  this- 
matter  should  be  put  entirely  beyond  doubt, 
and  should  be  placed  in  a  satisfactory  position. 
He  would  suggest  to  the  honourable  member* 
that  he  should  see  the  Bill,  which  was  pre- 
pared, and  see  whether  it  covered  all  that  he 
was  anxious  to  do. 

EXCURSION  TRAIN    RETURN-TICKETS. 
Mr.  McLACHLAN  asked  the  Minister  for- 
Railways,    Whether   his  attention   has  been. 
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^called  to  the  advisability  of  enlarging  the  pri- 
vilege of  return-ticket  holders  on  excursion 
-trains  by  extending  their  currency  for  longer 
than  one  day,  and  particularly  on  trains  run- 
ning in  connection  with  the  Christchurch  Ex- 
hibition ?  He  was  almost  sorry  to  put  this 
•question,  seeing  the  very  elaborate  way  in 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Waimea 
•had  handled  the  subject.  He  desired,  how- 
ever, to  ascertain  whether  facilities  would  be 
.granted  to  passengers  from  stations  in  his  die- 
strict.  Probably,  if  the  Government  gave  a 
•favourable  reply  to  this  question,  the  Exhibi- 
tion might  be  kept  open  for  a  month  longer. 

Mr.  0  ADM  AN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  only  reoently  very  anxious  to  curtail 
these  privileges,  and  now  he  asked  that  the 
benefit  should  be  given  to  stations  in  his  own1 
•district.  He  did  not  see  how  the  honourable 
gentleman's  district  could  be  treated  excep- 
tionally. However,  he  understood  the  question 
referred  mainly  to  trains  running  to  Christ- 
•churcli  while  the  Exhibition  was  open.  He  had 
•endeavoured  to  comply  with  the  advice  which 
had  been  given  to  him,  but  the  results  had 
not  been  anything  like  what  had  been  repre- 
sented to  him.  The  following  figures  would 
show  the  number  of  passengers  who  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  concessions  already  offered: 
Day  excursions,  038 ;  extended  excursions,  41 ; 
holiday  tickets  (Id.  and  2d.  per  mile),  756. 
With  respect  to  the  school  excursions  from 
both  Ash  burton  and  Timaru,  he  had  been  pro- 
mised that  at  least  1,500  might  be  expected 
from  each  place ;  but  the  result  showed  that 
•only  668  came  from  Ashburton  and  548  from 
Timaru.  Special  trains  had  to  be  run  for 
these  excursions,  and  the  result  was  very  dis- 
appointing. The  District  Manager  also  re- 
ported, "  The  Exhibition  has  not  been  an  at- 
traction to  country  residents  to  the  extent 
anticipated,  notwithstanding  the  extremely 
low — in  fact,  nominal — fares  charged  by  the 
Railway  Department.  The  promoters  are  sur- 
prised at  the  results,  in  face  of  the  facilities." 

MINISTERS'  SPEECHES  SENT  TO 
NEWSPAPERS. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  he  will  ascertain  from  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment whether  reports  of  speeches  of  Ministers 
delivered  out  of  Parliament  have  been  sent  at 
-Government  expense  to  any  newspapers  in  the 
colony? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  department  was  not 
aware  of  such,  but  if  the  honourable  member 
•would  indicate  any  particular  case  to  which  he 
referred  he  would-be  very  glad  to  give  a  specific 
-answer.  He  might  say,  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  that  the  members  of  the  present 
Ministry  exercised  the  ordinary  right  conferred 
-upon  them  so  far  as  franking  messages  was 
concerned — the  ordinary  rights  which  Ministers 
4n  this  country  from  time  to  time  had  exer- 
cised ;  and  if  they  desired  to  communicate  with 
a  newspaper  they  would  communicate  with  it, 
-and  they  would  do  so  without  fear  or  favour, 
■and  independent  of  the  individual  opinion  of 
Any  member  of  the  House.  If  the  House  de- 
Itr.  McLachlan 


olared  that  Ministers  were  not  to  have  the 
right  to  frank  messages,  —  that  no  telegrams 
were  to  be  franked  from  Ministers  for  private 
members  or  anybody  else, — then  the  position 
would  be  different.  If,  however,  it  was  to  be 
imputed  to  Ministers  from  time  to  time  thai 
they  were  doing  improper  things  in  this  way, 
he  for  one  would  take  a  very  decided  objection 
to  that. 

WORKMEN  ON  RAILWAY  CONSTRUC- 
TION WORKS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  foe 
Railways,  Whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
make  some  concessions  as  regards  railway- 
fares,  so  as  to  enable  workmen  employed  on 
railway  construction  works  to  visit  their  homes 
during  the  intervals  of  their  employment? 
Complaints  had  reached  him  from  certain  men 
employed  upon  oo-operative  railway-works — 
intermittently  employed — that  they  were  not 
able  to  return  to  their  homes  during  the  inter- 
vals of  their  employment.  He  thought  it  was 
reasonable  that  the  Government  should  make 
arrangements  that  such  men  should  be  carried 
to  the  places  where  their  families  resided  at 
lower  rates  than  were  charged  to  ordinary  pas- 
sengers. 

Mr.  CADMAN  did  not  see  how  the  Govern- 
ment could  make  an  exception  in  such  cases. 
If  they  granted  a  concession  of  this  sort,  then 
every  working-man  in  the  colony  would  have 
a  fair  claim  to  be  treated  in  the  same  way. 

HIKURANGI  COAL-MINES. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether  it  is  his  intention  to  supply 
the  Hikurangi  Coal-mines  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  coal -trucks  to  enable  the  coal  trade 
to  be  developed,  and  prevent  the  great  loss  oC 
time  to  both  miners  and  those  engaged  in  the 
shipping  trade  at  present  through  want  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  coal- trucks  ?  In  the  early 
part  of  the  session  he  asked  a  question  some- 
what similar  to  this  one,  and  he  understood  the 
Minister  then  to  say  that  a  number  of  trucks 
would  be  sent  up  to  this  line.  It  appeared 
that  they  had  not  been  sent.  He  understood 
that  provision  had  been  made  to  have  some 
boxes  put  on  low-sided  trucks  so  as  to  increase 
their  carrying-capacity ;  but  that  was  not  suffi- 
cient. The  result  of  the  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  coal -trucks  was  that  very  often  the 
miners  were  idle,  and  vessels  going  there  to 
coal  had  to  lie  at  the  wharf  for  several  days 
waiting  for  coal,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  trucks. 
He  would  read  a  few  lines  from  a  letter  which 
he  had  received  from  the  agent  of  one  of  the 
mines,  which  would  explain  the  whole  thing. 
He  said, — 

44  We  have  been  very  muoh  humbugged  this 
week  again :  all  three  mines  having  orders,  and 
only  thirty-five  trucks  to  divide  among  them. 
Of  the  seventy  trucks  on  the  line,  Moody  and  Co. 
are  allowed  thirty* one,  and  there  are  four  in 
the  workshop  for  repairs." 

The  mines  were  thus  unable  to  fulfil  orders 

in  a  reasonable  time :  the  miners  lost  by  it,  and 

|  the  railway  revenue  also  lost  by  it.    He  hoped 
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the  Minister  would  take  steps  to  provide  suffi- 
cient rolling-stock  and  trucks  so  as  to  keep  the 
men  in  full  work.  He  presumed  it  was  in  the 
interests  of  the  Government  to  give  facilities 
for  the  mines  to  send  away  their  coal,  but  the 
present  number  of  truoks  did  not  allow  of  that 
being  done.  One  might  as  well  almost  shut 
down  the  mines  at  onoe  unless  more  trucks 
were  sent  there,  because  the  miners  were  half 
their  time  idle  now.  He  trusted  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  their  way  to  send  a  reasonable 
number  of  truoks. 

Mr.  CADMAN  was  afraid  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  rather  exaggerating  when  he 
said  the  miners  were  half  their  time  idle  for 
want  of  trucks.  He  admitted  that  he  had 
promised  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  to 
remove  some  trucks  from  the  Bay  of  Islands 
Kail  way  over  to  this  distriot ;  but  he  found, 
when  he  came  to  look  into  the  matter,  that 
it  would  virtually  mean  the  stopping  of  the 
mines  at  the  Bay  of  Islands.  Arrangements, 
however,  had  been  made  to  convert  fourteen 
low-sided  wagons  into  trucks  with  coal-hoppers, 
which  would  carry  a  larger  quantity  of  coal. 
Extra  storage  to  the  extent  of  90  tons  would 
thus  be  provided. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  that  would  not  be 
sufficient  by  a  long  way,  and  he  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  really  help  the 
mines  to  get  their  coal  to  the  boats  by  pro- 
viding more  trucks. 

Mr.  CADMAN  was  very  happy  to  hear  that 
the  district  was  going  ahead  so  fast.  He  had, 
however,  to  deal  with  this  question  so  far  as 
the  money  at  his  command  enabled  him  to  do. 
He  might  mention  that  last  year  £40,000  was 
voted  for  additions  to  open  lines,  and  this  year 
double  that  amount  would  be  required. 

MINING  DISTRICTS  LAND  OCCUPATION 
ACT. 
Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  it  is  true'  that  no  person  who  is  already  the 
occupier  of  land  under  any  tenure  whatsoever 
can  acquire  land  under  the  Mining  Districts 
Land  Occupation  Act  of  last  year  ;  and,  if  such 
is  the  case,  is  it  in  accordance  with  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Act  of  last  year 
defined  who  could  take  up  land  under  it.  At 
the  time  the  Act  was  passed  he  stated  that  it 
was  not  intended  to  be  a  general  Act.  The  Act 
was  passed  to  enable  people  who  were  located 
on  mining  reserves  and  other  reserves,  and  who 
could  not  take  up  Crown  lands  owing  to  the  dis- 
tance they  lived  from  them,  to  make  a  home 
for  themselves  on  these  mining  reserves,  a  limit 
of  100  acres  being  named  in  the  Act.  No  one 
holding  100  acres  under  any  clause  of  the  Land 
Act  could  take  up  land  under  this  Act ;  but 
if  they  only  held  50  acres  they  could  take  up 
50  acres  more,  so  as  to  make  up  their  holding 
to  100  acres.  He  thought  the  Act  referred  to 
was  a  very  favourable  one — far  more  favourable 
to  the  people  than  any  Act  which  had  been 
.  previously  passed. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  WARD  desired  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House.  He  did  so  because  he  found  that 
he  had  unintentionally  given  the  honourable- 
member  for  Bruoe  an  answer  in  connection 
with  the  regulations  of  the  Public  Trust  Office 
which  did  not  convey  what  he  intended  to  con* 
vey  to  the  honourable  member.  He  did  not 
desire  to  have  a  wrong  impression  conveyed* 
He  referred  to  the  answer  which  he  gave  the 
honourable  member  upon  a  former  occasion,  in* 
which  he  stated  that  it'  was  under  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Public  Trust  Office  the  three  custo- 
dians were  appointed  in  England.  He  should 
have  said  on  that  occasion  that  the  three  ous- 
todians  were  appointed  in  England  under  an. 
Order  in  Council,  and  not  under  the  regulations 
of  the  Public  Revenues  Act.  Under  the  regula- 
tions under  the  Publio  Trust  Act  the  custodians 
in  New  Zealand  were  appointed,  while  the  custo- 
dians in  England  for  the  Publio  Trust  securities  - 
were  appointed  by  Order  in  Council.  That  was 
the  position,  and  that  was  the  answer  which 
the  honourable  member  should  have  had  upon 
a  former  occasion.  It  was  only  right  he  should: 
make  that  statement,  because  he  had  replied 
that  the  three  custodians  in  England  were  ap- 
pointed under  regulations  under  the  Publio 
Trust  Act. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  was  exceedingly  sorry  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  not  explain  to  the 
House  the  position  with  reference  to  the  sink- 
ing-fund debentures  under  "  The  Consolidated 
Stock  Act,  1884."  He  considered  it  was  nothing 
short  of  an  insult  to  tell  the  House,  when  a 
respectful  question  was  put  to  the  Treasurer 
about  the  finances  of  the  year,  that  he  should 
decline  to  give  any  information  with  regard  to  • 
them.     He  had  now  asked  this  question  three  - 
times.    He  had  asked  how  the  sinking-fund 
debentures  had  been  computed,  whether  the 
increases  for  past  years  had  been  added  or  not, 
and  how  the  amount  had  been  arrived  at  for 
the  very  large  sum  of  £145,400  in  question.    Up  < 
to  the  present  time  a  reply  was  denied.    The 
Treasurer  had  not  answered  the  first  part  of 
the  question  he  had  asked  that  evening,  and 
he  had  declined  to  inform  the  House  whether  - 
or  not  the  increases  of  past  years  had  been 
drawn  against.    He  submitted  such  action  was 
not  respectful  to  the  House.     What  right  had 
the  Government  to  decline  to  give  information 
regarding  the  position  of  the  finances?  and* 
what  right  had  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  deny 
information  to  the  House  and  the  country  as . 
to  what  debentures  he  had  issued  and  what 
money  he  had  borrowed?    It  was  a  species  of 
borrowing— he  did  not  say  it  was  right,  and  he 
did  not  say  that  it  was  wrong.    All  he  asked 
was  that  the  House  should  have  this  informa- 
tion submitted  to  it.     What  would  be  thought  - 
if,  at  a  meeting  of  a  joint-stock  company,  or  a 
bank,  when  you  asked  the  chairman  of  that . 
company  or  bank  what  money  he  had  borrowed 
for  the  year  and  on  what  authority,  the  chair- 
man declined  to  tell  you  ?    "  1  decline  to  give 
the  information.11    That  was  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer ;  but  the  House  - 
had  a  right  to  know  what  debentures  had  been  - 
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issued  under  the  Act  referred  to.  He  had  tried 
repeatedly  to  get  the  information.  He  had  a 
right  to  know,  and  the  House  had  a  right  to 
know,  why  the  Colonial  Treasurer  refused  to 
give  the  information  after  he  had  asked  for  it 
in  a  respectful  manner.  Why  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  decline  to  give  the  information  ? 
Was  he  afraid  that  his  policy  should  be  criti- 
cized, and  to  have  this  question  tested  as  to 
whether  he  had  acted  legally  or  illegally  ?  He 
said  the  honourable  gentleman  had  acted  ille- 
gally. So  far  as  issuing  debentures  against  the 
sinking-fund  increases  of  past  years  was  con- 
cerned, he  was  not  aware  under  what  authority 
that  had  been  done  if  the  Treasurer  had  done 
so.  In  a  large  question  like  this,  affecting  the 
finances  of  the  colony,  and  dealing  with  the 
large  sum  of  £145,400  of  debentures,  it  was 
•imply  trifling  with  the  colony  to  refuse  to 
give  the  information  which  the  Government 
possessed.  The  question  had  been  asked, 
and  he  should  raise  it  again  and  again  until 
the  information  was  given,  and,  if  he  could 
get  another  member  to  assist  him  when  the 
•estimates  came  down,  he  would  see  that  no 
vote  was  passed  for  any  department  until  the 
-question  was  answered. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  attention  of  the 
Speaker  was  engaged  at  the  time,  or  otherwise 
he  was  afraid  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  would  have  been 
called  to  order  for  the  remark  he  had  made 
to  the  effect  that  the  estimates  would  not  be 
allowed  to  go  through  until  he  had  received  an 
answer  to  the  question  he  had  asked.  He  was 
practically  threatening  to  stonewall.  He  was 
rather  surprised  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
roan,  at  his  time  of  life,  should  become  a 
stone  waller,  as  such  a  course  of  conduct 
would  be  derogatory  to  him.  Threatened 
men  lived  long,  and  no  doubt  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  survive  the  threat  of  the 
honourable  member.  He  should  bear  this  in 
mind  :  that,  because  he  held  strong  views 
-on  a  given  question,  that  was  no  reason  why 
the  convenience  of  other  honourable  members 
should  not  be  consulted.  Were  others  to  be 
kept  there,  and  all  business  blooked,  because  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  not  get  an  answer 
to  a  particular  question?  He  was  quite  sure 
that  taking  up  a  position  like  that  would  not 
help  the  honourable  member.  He  could  under- 
stand the  honourable  member's  feelings  in  the 
matter.  He  had  commenced  by  saying  that 
the  sinking  funds  had  been  seized— he  had  told 
the  House  and  the  country  that  repeatedly ; 
.  and  then  he  asked  a  question  quite  blandly, 
like  a  "  heathen  Chinee,"  if  such  a  thing  had 
been  done.  After  telling  the  House  time  after 
time  that  the  sinking  funds  had  been  seized, 
he  coolly  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer  if 
that  was  so.  To  this  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
answered  quite  frankly,  '*  No  savee."  The 
honourable  gentleman  made  a  charge  and 
then  asked  a  question.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  satisfied  that  the  accrued  sink- 
ing funds  under  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Aot  had  been  seized,  why  did  he  want  fur- 
ther information?  He  should  rest  satisfied 
Sir  R.  Stout 


with  his  knowledge,  without  pursuing  the  mat- 
ter any  further.  The  honourable  member's 
attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
the  amount  under  that  heading  this  year  was 
a*  little  higher  than  it  had  been  for  some 
years.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  had  answered 
the  question  on  three  occasions,  and  he  had 
answered  it  in  the  only  way  possible.  No 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  a  right  to  refuse  to 
give  information  to  the  House  which  was  of 
public  importance,  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
country ;  hut,  in  regard  to  information  which 
was  required  by  honourable  members  and 
which  was  of  no  public  importance,  he  thought 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  entitled  to  use  his 
discretion.  The  honourable  member,  in  asking 
his  question,  Baid  it  was  an  insult  to  the  House 
for  the  Treasurer  to  refuse  to  answer  it ;  but  he 
seemed  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  for  several 
years  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  providing  for 
the  sinking  funds— an  Aot  passed  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  was  a  member — no  Treasurer 
had  set  apart  any  sinking  funds.  The  late  Ml 
Ballance  was  the  first  to  decide  that  the  sink- 
ing funds  should  be  set  apart,  and  in  1891  he 
passed  an  Act  having  that  object  in  view;  but 
by  Colonial  Treasurer  after  Colonial  Treasurer 
there  had  been  since  1886  a  clear  violation  of 
the  law,  for  the  law  saying  that  sinking  funds  . 
should  be  set  aside  had  been  ignored.  The 
honourable  member  had  himself  passed  the  law, 
or  his  Government  had,  and  went  out  of  office, 
he  thought,  before  the  Act  was  at  work.  During 
the  whole  of  that  time,  and  during  the  time 
that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  Treasurer,  the 
law  was  not  carried  out.  He  thought  he  had 
told  the  House  very  clearly  that  a  very  small 
amount  of  money  had  been  set  apart  under 
the  Act  of  1892,  and  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man looked  at  the  returns  he  would  see  there 
the  information  he  wanted.  That  being  the 
case,  why  did  he  put  the  questions  to  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  and  why  did  he  say  that  the 
Treasurer  was  insulting  the  House  by  keeping 
back  the  information  ?  His  action  in  that  re- 
spect was  on  a  par  with  his  action  regarding 
the  securities  sent  to  London.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  at  the  very  outset,  when  those  se- 
curities were  sent  Home,  there  being  a  doubt, 
minuted  the  fact,  and  after  that  matter  had 
been  gone  into,  and  there  had  been  an  investi- 
gation before  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
they  had  gone  back  to  the  stage  they  were  at 
when  the  Colonial  Treasurer  found  that  there 
was  a  doubt  as  to  whether  or  not  oustodians 
could  be  appointed  within  the  colony,  and 
whether  or  not  there  could  be  two  sets  of  cus- 
todians at  the  same  time.  What  the  Govern- 
ment found  was  that  the  oustodians  outside  the 
colony  superseded  those  who  were  in  the  colony. 
That  was  the  legal  interpretation  of  the  posi- 
tion, and  therefore,  there  only  being  three 
custodians,  the  doubt  arose ;  and,  as  a  matter 
of  convenience,  seeing  that  the  loans  must  go 
Home  for  conversion,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
law  should  be  altered  so  that  there  might  be  a 
set  of  oustodians  for  the  securities  in  the  colony 
and  another  set  in  London.    This  was  required 
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in  ozder  to  safeguard  the  transmission  of  the 
-securities  between  the  two  sets  of  custodians. 
It  was  therefore  scarcely  fair  to  blame  the  Go- 
vernment or  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  the  law. 
IPhe  law  under  whioh  the  Government  acted 
was  the  law  passed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's Government,  which  had  never  found  out 
the  defects.  And  it  was  only  when  the  emer- 
gency arose  and  the  defect  had  been  discovered 
in  the  law  that  the  question  was  raised.  The 
honourable  member  said  that  the  amount  of 
the  sinking  funds  in  the  past  had  been  seized, 
and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  was 
illegal.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  oould  not  set  him- 
self up  as  an  authority  on  the  law.  The  Go- 
vernment had  to  take  the  law  from  their  legal 
advisers. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Have  you  done  it  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man asked,  Had  they  done  it?  The  honourable 
gentleman  could  answer  that  question  in  the 
affirmative  just  as  well  as  he  could.    If  the 

- 0  Q  honourable  gentleman  liked  to  disolose 
as  much  as  he  knew,  he  felt  satisfied 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  the  question. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  at  all  events,  knew 
this :  that  the  accrued  sinking  funds  could  not 
be  touohed,  and  debentures  could  not  be  issued 
against  the  samo  unless  certified  to  as  oorreot 
by  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General.  That 
officer  had  certified  that  the  sum  of  £145,000 
was  legally  available  in  aid  of  revenue  from 
debentures  issued  against  sinking-fund  accre- 
tions. The  honourable  gentleman  knew  that 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  was  a  par- 
liamentary officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  prevent 
the  Government  of  the  day  from  illegally  touch- 
ing moneys  they  were  not  entitled  to  take, 
and  he  therefore  knew  that  the  Controller  and 
Auditor- General  had  given  his  certificate  in 
respect-  to  this  £146,000.  It  was  there  in  the 
return  laid  upon  the  table,  and  it  had  been 
given  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  House.  Under 
these  circumstances,  who  was  to  be  the  judge  ? 
Was  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  to 
decide  how  moneys  were  to  be  applied  and 
what  moneys  were  to  be  taken,  or  should  it  be 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  with  the  sanction,  ap- 
proval, and  consent  of  the  Controller  and  Audi- 
tor-General ?  There  had  been  no  insult  what- 
ever to  the  House.  The  Government  oould  not 
touch  a  penny  of  this  money  unless  it  had  gone 
through  the  usual  course.  "  That  was  a  com- 
plete answer  to  all  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  stated.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  hoped  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  adhere  to  the  position 
he  had  taken  up,  and  give  no  further  answer. 
He  thought  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was 
wise  to  take  up  the  position  he  had  taken.  He 
{Mr.  Seddon)  had  hoped  that  they  had  heard 
the  last  of  this  sending  Home  of  securities  to 
London,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  alleged 
seizure  of  the  sinking  funds,  and,  after  the  re- 
port of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  and 
the  satisfactory  reply  given  by  the  Treasurer, 
he  hoped  the  matter  would  be  allowed,  to  drop. 
That,  however,  had  not  been  the  case,  but  he 
•considered  it  a  waste  of  time  to  discuss  the 
•  matter  further. 


Mr.  EARNSHAW  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
with  regard  to  the  question  he  had  put  to  the 
Postmaster-General.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man had  practically  made  a  charge  against  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  had  also  made  a 
charge  against  some  officer  in  the  Wellington 
District.  He  (Mr,  Earnshaw)  wished  to  say  dis- 
tinctly that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  just 
as  wide  of  the  mark  with  regard  to  any  allega- 
tion against  any  officer  in  the  Wellington  Dis- 
trict as  with  regard  to  the  charge  against  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs. 
The  basis  on  whioh  he  (Mr.  Earnshaw)  had 
moved  in  the  matter  was  far  and  away  wide 
of  Wellington,  and,  although  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  instituted  an  inquisition  in  this 
town  among  members  of  the  department, 

Mr.  WARD. — I  have  done  nothing  of  the 
kind. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man might  not  have  done  it,  but  his  officers 
had.  There  was  a  most  iniquitous  inquisition 
with  regard  to  the  officers  of  this  district,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  knew  it ;  and  why 
did  he  talk  about  doing  nothing  of  the  kind  ? 
His  officers  would  not  have  moved  in  the  matter 
except  on  instructions  from  the  head 

Mr.  WARD  had  denied  that  statement,  and 
would  repeat  the  denial,  and  ask  that  the  usual 
courtesy  among  members  of  the  House  should 
be  extended  to  him. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  honourable 
gentleman's  officers  had  done  it,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  have  been  cog- 
nisant of  it. 

Mr.  WARD  was  not  cognisant  of  it,  and  knew 
nothing  whatever  of  it ;  and,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  made  that  statement,  he  evidently 
knew  more  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  depart- 
ment than  he  (Mr.  Ward)  did  himself. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  most  specifically 
that  he  did  not  personally  know  a  single  soul 
in  the  department.  He  had  spoken  occasion- 
ally to  the  two  heads  of  the  department, 
— Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Logan, — but  those  were 
all  he  knew  in  the  department  at  all.  His 
basis  oame  far  and  away  from  Wellington. 
This  thing  was  felt  from  the  North  Cape  to  the 
Bluff,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  knew  it. 
The  honourable  gentleman  admitted  in  that 
most-carefully-prepared  statement — he  could 
not  trust  himself  to  give  an  oral  statement,  but 
had  a  statement  most  carefully  and  ounningly 
devised — he  had  to  admit  that  the  head  of  the 
department  had  issued  the  memorandum.  If 
that  had  been  issued  it  must  be  in  the  inRtruc- 
tiou-book  of  the  department.  Was  the  Minister 
prepared  to  lay  it  on  the  table?  He  asked 
the  honourable  gentleman  now,  when  was  that 
instruction  withdrawn  ?  He  (Mr.  Earnshaw) 
stated  that  up  to  the  time  of  putting  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper  it  was  still  an  instruc- 
tion in  the  department.  As  to  how  much  use 
had  been  made  of  it,  it  was  not  possible  for 
any  member  to  tell,  for  a  very  good  reason. 
There  was  a  very  able  member  of  the  Service 
who  unfortunately  left  the  service  and  went  to 
Australia.  He  would  just  read  a  sentence  of 
what  he  said  with  regard  to  what  took  place,  or 
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might  take  place,  in  the  Civil  Service.  This 
-was  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Bell  to  the  Premier : — 

"  The  report  and  letters  mentioned  were  duly 
filed  on  the  departmental  files,  where  I  occa- 
sionally saw  them  afterwards,  and,  being  official 
documents,  are,  of  course,  there  still,  and  pro- 
ducible, unless  they  have  accidentally  detached 
themselves.  Loyalty  to  the  traditions  of  the 
public  service,  of  course " 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  this  referring  to  a  de- 
bate in  the  House  ? 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  it  was  not;  it  was 
from  a  letter  to  the  Premier. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  this  refer  to  any  of 
the  questions  on  to-day's  Order  Paper?  The 
honourable  gentleman  can  only  refer  to  ques- 
tions on  to-day's  Order  Paper  and  the  answers 
to  them. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  wished  to  state  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  most  carefully  evaded 
the  question  in  a  most  masterly  manner.  He 
had  not  given  the  House  any  reason  to  dis- 
believe not  only  that  the  instructions  were 
issued,  but  that,  for  all  one  knew,  they  were  at 
present  in  the  instruction-book  of  the  depart- 
ment. As  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statement  about  what  was  done  and  what  was 
not  done  by  the  officers,  they  all  knew  what 
construction  to  put  on  that.  They  all  knew  the 
power  that  Ministers  wielded,  and  some  with  a 
very  stern  hand,  and  therefore  they  had  to  take 
all  those  wires  that  had  been  carefully  got  from 
the  four  corners  of  the  earth  for  what  they  were 
worth.  He  wished  again  to  state  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  service  in  Wellington  had  ever  given 
him  information,  either  by  writing  or  orally. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  admitted  his 
statement,  and  in  that  most  elaborate  state- 
ment in  reply  had  carefully  evaded  all  that 
was  charged  in  the  allegations.  Not  only  in 
connection  with  this,  but  also  in  connection 
with  the  general  use  of  the  wires  by  Ministers' 
families,  the  answer  the  Treasurer  gave  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
gave  good  colour  to  the  belief  that  there 
was  abuse  of  the  telegraph  by  Ministers.  It 
might  not  be  true,  and  every  honourable  mem- 
ber hoped  it  was  not,  but  they  could  not  ignore 
the  fact  that  appearances  were  against  the 
Ministry. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  wish  to  dwell  upon  the 
matter  of  the  question  asked  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  fiarn- 
shavv),  but  it  was  greatly  to  be  regretted  that 
the  Treasurer  did  not  give  an  emphatic  denial. 
It  was  a  painful  matter  for  the  House,  and  he 
would  pass  over  it  without  further  comment. 

Mr.  WARD.— You  were  not  in  the  House. 

Mr.  ALLEN  knew  what  the  answer  was. 
Nor  did  he  winh  to  refer  at  any  great  length  to 
the  answer  given  to  his  (Mr.  Allen's)  question. 
He  would  have  referred  to  it  had  the  Treasurer 
not  given  a  further  answer  to  a  question  he 
asked  some  days  ago.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  then,  apparently,  given  him  unwit- 
tingly an  incorrect  answer,  which  had  been  the 
•cause  of  his  question  that  day,  and  which 
-that  day  he  had  corrected.  But  even  now, 
with  the  report  of  the  Public  Accounts  Com* 
Mr.  EamtJiaw 


mittee,  the  whole  matter  was  extremely  un- 
satisfactory. He  had  been  told  earlier  in  the- 
session  that  the  Public  Revenues  Aot  had  no- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  the  appointments  of' 
those  who  should  hold  the  Public  Trust  securit 
ties  in  London.  The  securities  in  London 
were  not  held  under  any  regulations  under  the- 
Publio  Trust  Office  Consolidation  Aot;  there- 
fore the  only  Act  it  could  be  under  was  the 
Public  Revenues  Aot— the  Act  that  he  (Mr. 
Allen)  stated  earlier  in  the  session  said  they 
must  be  held  under  in  London.  But  what  he- 
wanted  to  refer  to  was  the  question  asked 
by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City,, 
who  had  asked  the  question  several  times- 
during  the  session.  He  (Mr.  Allen)  had  asked 
for  returns,  and  when  the  estimates  were  being, 
considered  on  the  first  item  he  gave  notice  to 
the  Treasurer  that  he  would  be  asked  for  full 
particulars.  He  was  asked  when  the  first  item 
was  being  considered;  and  they  had  got  the- 
same  answer  as  that  night — namely,  an  ab- 
solute refusal  to  say  anything  about  it.  He- 
said  that  members  ought  not  to  leave  the 
House  this  session  without  knowing  what  had 
been  done  in  regard  to  these  debentures  in  aid 
of  the  Government  loans  to  local  bodies  sinking, 
funds.  If  they  did  leave  without  getting  this 
information  they  would  not  be  doing  their 
duty,  and  he,  for  one,  intended  to  make  every 
effort  to  gain  this  knowledge,  which,  he  said,, 
was  essential  to  them  as  members,  and  which 
they  ought  to  be  able  to  impart  to  their  con- 
stituents when  they  went  back  to  them.  What 
was  being  done  with  the  Revenue  Account? 
How  far  was  it  being  aided  by  borrowed 
money?  How  far  was  that  borrowed  money 
being  raised  in  accordance  with  law  ?  It  was- 
important  to  the  country  to  know  whether  they 
were  really  living  upon  their  means  or  wbether 
they  were  borrowing  illegally,  or  straining  the 
legality  of  the  Act  to  the  very  utmost,  as  he 
said  was  being  done.  If  it  was  legal  now  to  allow 
this,  then  it  was  improper.  Time  after  time* 
he  had  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  answer 
the  question,  and  he  had  been  refused.  They 
wanted  to  know  whether  debentures  had  been 
raised  in  aid  of  accretions  to  Government  loans 
to  local  bodies  sinking  funds  this  year,  and 
also  whether  they  had  issued  debentures  in 
respeot  of  local  bodies'  accrued  sinking  funds 
for  two  or  three  years  previously.  That  meant 
this :  that,  whereas  the  local  bodies  them- 
selves were  regularly  paying  sinking  fund  to 
the  coffers  of  the  Government,  and  which  the 
Government  ought  to  pay  out  again,  the  Go- 
vernment were  keeping  that  money,  and  were 
issuing  debentures  in  respeot  of  it,  instead  of 
paying  that  which  they  ought  to  pay  out  of 
revenue.  That  would  have  raised  this  year's 
revenue  by  £14,000,  which  had  been  raised  this 
year  through  debentures  in  respect  of  local 
bodies'  sinking  funds.  But  it  was  much  more 
than  that.  If  honourable  gentlemen  looked  at 
the  "Public  Debt"  table  of  the  colony  they 
would  find  that  for  previous  years  no  less  a  sum 
than  £64,000  had  accrued  towards  the  Govern- 
ment loans  to  local  bodies  sinking  funds.  He 
asked,  had  the  Government  raised  debentures. 
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this  year  to  that  amount  also,  and  thus  aided 
the  revenue  to  that  extent?  Why  did  not  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  answer  that  question  ?  Was 
-there  any  reason  why  they  should  not  know 
that,  or  was  there  any  reason  for  secrecy  ?  Was 
there  any  financial  operation  of  the  Treasurer's 
which  would  be  upset  by  telling  them  about 
this  matter?  Surely  it  would  not  affect  his 
conversion  operations,  or  any  other  intricate 
operations  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  carrying  on  ;  and  therefore  why  did  he  not 
tell  the  House  ?  The  only  conclusion  he  had 
come  to  was  that  the  Government  was  afraid 
to  let  the  country  know  the  whole  of  the  facts 
about  this  Government  loans  to  looal  bodies 
Binking  fund.  Were  the  Government  prepared 
to  allow  the  country  to  remain  in  ignorance, 
or  would  they  let  the  country  know  the  facts, 
and  face  them?  If  they  said  it  was  a  legal  act, 
did  they  fear  the  policy?  If  it  was  a  policy  to 
be  feared,  they  ought  to  let  the  country  know 
what  it  was  they  feared.  He  could  only 
form  a  conjecture  as  to  what  was  being  done. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  money  had  been  raised, 
if  not  illegally,  at  any  rate  improperly,  in  aid 
of  revenue ;  and  that  sort  of  thing  could  not 
go  on.  The  colony  could  not  live  under  those 
circumstances.  If  they  allowed  that  to  go  on, 
then  they  would  have  to  put  their  balance-sheet 
in  order.  It  would  be  a  very  serious  thing  for 
anybody  else  who  might  come  in  to  undertake 
an  operation  of  that  sort.  The  Government 
ought  to  tell  them  the  facts  about  these  things. 
There  was  no  reason  why  they  should  be  kept 
secret.  There  was  no  reason  why  honourable 
members  should  be  misled  about  the  trust 
securities,  and  about  some  other  things.  He 
had  put  a  plain  question,  and  it  ought  to  be 
answered  plainly  and  straightforwardly. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  was  really  a  most  exacting  and  un- 
reasonable man.  He  went  on  hammering  and 
hammering  at  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  because 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  not  answer  a 
certain  question  in  a  sufficiently  lengthy  and 
emphatic  manner  to  suit  the  honourable 
gentleman.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
claimed  that  he  knew  what  was  passing  in  the 
Colonial  Treasurer's  mind  without  being  in  the 
House  to  listen  to  what  he  had  said.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  complained,  when 
he  first  got  up,  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in 
a  very  lengthy  and  complicated  answer,  had 
shirked  and  evaded  the  question,  and  had  an- 
swered it  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  manner,  and 
then  he  had  to  admit  he  was  not  in  the  House 
while  that  lengthy  and  complicated  reply  was 
delivered.  What  must  they  infer  from  that? 
Simply  that  the  honourable  gentleman  pos- 
sessed some  strange  mesmeric  and  hypnotic 
power,  by  which,  however  far  he  was  away,  he 
knew  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  think- 
ing and  saying.  He  must  know  fully  all  such 
things  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  thinking 
about  if  he  was  able  to  know  all  about  what 
was  passing  in  his  mind ;  and  therefore  why 
was  he  hammering  away  at  and  pestering 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  give  an  answer? 
If    the   honourable   member   for   Bruce   was 
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able  to  do  that,  he  might  go  one  step  fur- 
ther, and,  since  he  knew  what  was  said  in 
that  House  without  being  there,  he  might 
also  give  members  credit  for  knowing  what 
he  thought  and  said  without  his  being  there 
to  say  it.  Therefore  the  honourable  gentleman 
might  spare  them  much.  He  might  assume 
that  they  knew  what  his  speech  would  be, 
and  what  he  wanted  to  say,  without  exhausting 
the  House  by  standing  up  there  to  say  it.  He 
would  suggest,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
took  for  granted  the  answers  that  would  be 
made  to  questions  when  he  was  absent,  that  so 
he  should  leave  his  questions  to  be  takon  for 
granted  too,  and  spare  members  an  infliction 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  spare 
them,  day  after  day,  all  through  the  session. 
Then,  there  was  this  extraordinary  remark  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  about  the  Colonial 
Treasurer:  that  in  his  statement  he  did  not 
answer  that  question  about  the  alleged  unfair 
use  of  the  telegraphic  wires  by  J.  G.  Ward  and 
Co.  in  a  fair  and  straightforward  manner.  The 
only  excuse  for  that  statement  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  was  that  he  was  not  in 
the  House,  and  therefore  did  not  know  what 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  said. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  did  know. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said,  Weil,  the  honourable 
gentleman's  familiar  spirit  had  misled  him. 
His  mesmeric  power  was  at  fault,  or  his  tele- 
pathy had  misled  him.  He  imagined  he  knew 
what  was  said,  but  his  information  had  got  dis- 
torted in  going  through  the  keyholes  of  the 
doors,  and  had  reached  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  a  very  distorted  and  garbled  form,  for 
he  (Mr.  Reeves)  could  assure  him  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  did  answer  the  question  in  the  fairest 
and  most  straightforward,  albeit  careful,  man- 
ner. So  careful  was  he,  indeed,  that  he  had 
been  taunted  with  having  read  his  answer  from 
a  written  memorandum.  If  that  honourable 
member,  who  had  taunted  his  (Mr.  Reeves's)  col- 
league with  reading  his  answer  from  a  written 
memorandum,  knew  the  practice  of  the  House 
of  Commons  he  would  know  that  there  was 
not  a  single  important  question  the  answer  to 
which  was  not  read  by  Ministers  from  written 
memoranda.  It  was  considered  to  betray  con- 
siderable carelessness  and  recklessness  on  the 
part  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  if  that  Minis- 
ter gave  an  answer  to  a  formal  question  in  any 
other  way,  and  it  simply  showed  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  wished  to  be  extra-careful  about 
his  answer  to  this  particular  question  when 
he  read  that  answer.  And  well  he  might  be 
careful,  because  he  was  attacked  in  his  per- 
sonal honour,  and,  the  facts  of  the  case  being 
numerous,  and  the  matter  being  one  referring 
to  incidents  which  occurred  many  months 
ago,— in  fact,  upwards  of  two  years  ago, — the 
Colonial  Treasurer  only  showed  a  proper  care 
for  his  own  honour  when  he  wrote  out  a  full 
and  fair  statement  of  the  case,  and  read  it 
out  to  the  House,  so  that  there  might  be  no 
mistake  whatever  as  to  what  his  answer  to 
the  question  was.  Thus  the  answer  had  been 
given,  and,  if  it  was  not  considered  satisfac- 
tory by  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  he 
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thought  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  dif- 
fered from  the  majority  of  members  of  the 
House.  If  he  could  judge  by  the  applause  and 
interjeotions  of  the  members  there,  the  answer 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  considered  to  be 
a  full,  fair,  manly,  and  honourable  one.  What 
did  he  say  ?  He  admitted  that  two  years  and 
a  half  ago  some  memorandum  appeared  to  have 
been  issued  by  the  permanent  head  of  the  de- 
partment, but  entirely  without  his  own  (Mr. 
Ward's)  knowledge.  He  pointed  out  that  that 
memorandum  referred  only  to  a  special  state  of 
things.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  explained  how 
this  had  arisen.  He  was  not  a  paid  Minister 
at  all  at  the  time,  but  merely  a  member  of  the 
Executive.  He  came  up  to  Wellington  at  con- 
siderable personal  sacrifice  to  himself  and  his 
business  in  order  to  attend  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Cabinet,  caused  by  the  alarming 
state  of  health  of  the  then  Premier,  Mr.  Bal- 
lanoe.  At  great  loss  to  himself  Mr.  Ward  came 
up  to  Wellington  from  the  South.  He  was 
asked  on  Mr.  Ballance's  sudden  death  whether 
he  would  take  an  important  position  that  had 
been  held  by  Mr.  Ball  an  oe.  It  was  necessary 
that  he  should  confer  with  his  business  friends 
and  connections  on  this  matter.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  do  this  with  all  possible  speed,  because 
the  position  of  the  Ministry,  of  course,  was  an 
unsettled  one  until  he  could  give  an  answer. 
Was  there  anything  improper,  when  it  was  a 
question  not  of  his  private  business  alone,  but 
one  relating  to  public  affairs,  in  which  the  whole 
oolony  was  deeply  interested,  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  should  have  his  messages  and  the 
answers  to  them  forwarded  over  the  wires  as 
quickly  as  possible  ?  Were  honourable  gentle- 
men unaware  that  whenever  a  new  Ministry 
was  being  formed  the  gentleman  who  was 
asked  to  form  that  Ministry,  directly  he  was 
invited  to  undertake  the  duty,  had  the  use  of 
the  wires  all  over  the  country  granted  to  him — 
that  the  Premier  who  was  then  holding  office 
until  his  successors  were  appointed  invariably 
granted  the  use  of  the  wires  to  the  man  who  was 
forming  the  Ministry  to  take  his  place  ?  When 
Mr.  Ballance  died  his  Ministry  constitution- 
ally ceased  to  exist.  A  new  Ministry  was  being 
formed.  The  use  of  the  wires  naturally  was 
granted  for  any  matter  which  concerned  the 
formation  of  the  new  Ministry.  That  was  why 
the  use  of  the  wires  was  on  that  occasion 
taken  by  Mr.  Ward,  and  very  properly  so. 
There  was  no  Minister  in  his  position  who, 
at  that  time,  and  under  the  circumstances, 
would  not  have  availed  himself  of  the  use 
of  the  wires  the  very  day  after  Mr.  Ballance's 
death.  Would  anybody  suggest  that  Mr.  Ward 
should  have  paid  for  those  telegrams— that  they 
should  be  regarded  as  private  messages  ?  They 
were  wires  upon  a  public  matter,  and  upon  a 
matter  of  much  colonial  concern.  That  was 
how  this  instruction  came  to  be  issued,  and  it 
was  issued  without  the  knowledge  and  cognis- 
ance of  the  present  Postmaster-General.  In 
fact,  he  was,  as  far  as  be  (Mr.  Reeves)  knew, 
not  aware  of  it  at  the  time,  and  not  aware  of  it 
until  the  last  two  or  three  days.  And  yet  these 
most  monstrous  and  wicked  charges,  twisting 
Mr.  Rem** 


and  distorting  the  faots  against  his  colleague, 
were  made,  not  in  that  House,  but  outside  it. 
He  said  that  some  of  the  suggestions  and  in- 
sinuations levelled  against  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer outside  the  House  had  been  of  the  most 
outrageous  and  monstrous  description  that  had 
ever  been  levelled  against  the  private  honour 
of  any  man.  Out  of  one  simple  little  instruc- 
tion, issued  the  day  after  Mr.  Ballance's  death, 
there  had  been  built  up  a  whole  fabric  of  in- 
sinuations  and  suggestions,  from  which  one 


would  imagine  that  for  the  last  two  years 
and  a  half  all  the  business  telegrams  of  J.  G. 
Ward  and  Co.  had  been  given  precedence  on 
the  wires  of  New  Zealand  from  one  end  of 
it  to  the  other  over  those  of  all  mercantile 
firms  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business. 
10  30  could  assume,  from  suggestions 

'  that  had  taken  place  outside  the 
House,  that  such  was  the  case;  and  such  an 
insinuation  as  that  was  monstrously  untrue, 
monstrously  unfair,  and  a  gross  discredit  on 
those  who  made  it.  He  was  not  referring  to 
members  of  that  House,  because  these  insinua- 
tions had  not  been  levelled  in  that  House  as 
far  as  he  had  heard.  It  was  a  disgrace  to  New 
Zealand  to  think  it  was  possible  that  such  in- 
sinuations should  be  made.  It  was  a  very  bad 
thing  for  publio  life,  and  for  the  esprit  de  corpg 
of  public  life,  that  such  charges  should  be 
levelled  upon  absolutely  no  basis  or  foundation 
of  faot  whatever. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  would  not  have  taken 
part  in  this  debate  had  it  not  been  for  a  remark 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Earnshaw).  That  honourable  mem- 
ber 6tated  in  connection  with  the  charges  he 
made  against  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  these 
rumours  and  statements  which  formed  the 
basis  of  his  charges  were  in  circulation  from 
the  Bluff  to  the  North  Cape.  Now,  as  one 
who  mixed  a  pretty  good  deal  with  the  publio 
generally  in  one  of  the  largest  centres  of  the 
colony,  he  desired,  so  far  as  his  own  knowledge 
was  concerned,  to  give  a  direct  contradiction 
to  the  honourable  member's  statement,  for  he 
could  assure  the  House  that  he  had  never 
heard  the  slightest  whisper  of  such  a  rumour  or 
statement  of  the  charge  the  honourable  gentle- 
man made  until  he  saw  the  notice  on  the 
Order  Paper  in  the  House.  His  object  in 
getting  up  was  simply  to  say  that ;  otherwise, 
such  a  broad  charge  having  been  made,  if  he 
sat  still  in  his  seat  it  might  be  taken  from  his 
silence  that  he  aoquiesoed  in  such  a  state- 
ment. Beyond  that  he  had  very  little  to  say. 
It  was  not  for  him  to  say  what  he  considered 
honourable  or  dishonourable,  neither  was  he 
going  to  attempt  to  define  it,  but  be  ven- 
tured this  opinion  :  that  there  were  in  that 
House  honourable  gentlemen  who,  by  their 
speeches,  appeared  to  support  the  honourable 
member  making  these  charges.  Still,  he  felt 
certain  that  not  one  of  those  gentlemen  would 
initiate  such  charges  on  the  only  information 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
them  must  have  had  at  his  disposal.  He 
thought  it  would  be  better  form  if  honourable 
gentlemen  who  had  held  high  positions  in  that 
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House,  and  did  hold  leading  positions  now, 
would  not  so  frequently  interrupt  persons  who 
were  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  their  continual  mutterings 
and  grumblings  when  other  members  were  ad- 

-dressing  the  House. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that  in  the  course  of  the 

-evening  he  had  put  two  questions,  to  neither  of 
which  had  he  received  a  satisfactory  reply.  He 
stated,  with  regard  to  the  block  of  land  referred 
to  in  his  first  question,  that  he  understood 
there  were  still  no  people  settled  upon  this 
land,  and  he  inferred  from  the  reply  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands  that  such  was  the  case.  The 
honourable  gentleman  Raid  people  had  taken 
up  a  portion  of  the  land,  who  had  a  term  of 
years  before  which  they  could  be  compelled  to 
settle  on  the  land  ;  but  that  there  were  others 
settled  there.  So,  far  as  his  (Mr.  Duthie's)  in- 
formation went,  that  was  incorrect,  and,  with 
all  the  urgency  there  was  to  get  people  away 
from  the  towns  and  settled  on  the  land,  that 
so-called  valuable  block  of  land  was  still  lying 
vacant  to  the  present  day.  The  Minister  for 
Railways'  answer  to  his  other  question  was 
very  unsatisfactory  indeed.  They  were  told 
that  this  £34,000  of  foreclosed  mortgages  which 
stood  on  the  balance-sheet  of  the  Insurance  De- 
partment—at least,  £29,000— dated  back  to  the 
time  of  the  old  Board.  That  was  still  worse. 
If  it  had  been  a  recent  aooumulation  of  proper- 
ties one  would  say  they  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  realising;  but  if  this  office  was  going 
to  accumulate  assets  like  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  it  would  very  soon  sap  all  confidence 
in  that  institution.  This  was  not  an  institu- 
tion to  buy  up  or  hold  lands.  It  was  a  lend- 
ing institution,  but  it  ought  not  to  lend  above 
the  realisable  value  of  the  assets.  The  Treasurer 
in  his  remarks  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  some  £43,000  set  aside  as  a  liability 
to  cover  the  freehold  and  mortgage  securities. 
That  was  still  further  suggestive  that  there  were 
investments  in  this  institution  that  were  not 
realisable.  Altogether  it  seemed  to  him  that 
these  statements  going  abroad  must  be  injurious 
to  this  institution,  and  he  regretted  that  was 
the  position  of  this  very  important  department 

-  of  the  Government.  He  heartily  indorsed  the 
complaint,  preferred  by  his  colleague  the  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce,  of  the  lack  of  candour  on 
the  part  of  the  Treasurer  in  not  supplying  to 
the  House  what  was  legitimate  information. 
Members  of  that  House  were  entitled  to  any 
explanation  of  the  finances  of  the  colony  they 
asked  for;  and  to  be  told  that  they  had  to 
put  trust  in  the  Auditor-General,  or  in  certain 
other  officers  of  the  Government,  was  altogether 
an  unsound  position  to  take  up  towards  the 
members  of  that  House.  They  were  entitled 
to  the  fullest  information  upon  this  departure 
with  regard  to  the  sinking  funds  of  the  colony. 
He  regretted  the  Colonial  Treasurer  should  take 
up  the  somewhat  obstinate  position  he  did, 
because  he  did  not  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  anything  particular  to  conceal,  and 
he  might  as  well  have  made  the  explanation 
now  which  he  must  make  in  hie  next  Financial 


Statement.  However,  he  knew  his  own  way 
of  going  about  matters,  and  would  follow  it. 
Still,  he  (Mr.  Duthie)  thought  it  was  a  mis- 
take that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
show  candour  on  such  an  important  question  of 
finance.  He  did  not  now  wish  to  go  into  that 
matter,  or  to  take  up  time  by  referring  to  it  at 
any  further  length.  He  would  now  refer  briefly 
to  the  question  which  had  been  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  DunedinCity  (Mr.  Earn- 
shaw).  The  Minister  of  Eduction  had  told 
them  very  positively  that  the  question  had  been 
very  satisfactorily  and  fully  answered.  Well, 
he  (Mr.  Duthie)  might  be  dull  of  understanding, 
and  therefore  failed  to  appreciate  the  answer  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  He  thought,  upon  the 
whole,  there  was  not  a  very  great  deal  in  this 
question,  and  if  a  little  more  frank  and  direct 
answer  had  been  given  it  would  have  cleared 
away  a  mystery  surrounding  it.  It  was  a  simple 
question.  It  referred  back  to  the  period  of  the 
illness  of  the  late  Mr.  Ballance. 

Mr.  PIRANI.  —  The  day  after  that  gentle- 
man's death. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said,  the  day  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Ballance  ;  and  if  it  was  simply  a  tempo- 
rary convenience  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
summoned  all  the  way  from  his  business  with 
a  view  of  taking  permanent  office,  he  should 
deem  it  right  and  proper,  and  no  blame  could 
be  attached  to  it.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
think  that  Mr.  Gray  would  have  issued  such  an 
order  without  communicating  with,  and  having 
authority  from,  some  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment. No  doubt  Mr.  Gray  had  full  Ministerial 
authority  before  he  issued  such  an  order  as 
this.  Now,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
told  them  this  order  was  exercised  temporarily 
on  that  occasion,  and  had  ceased  to  be  opera- 
tive, he  thought  the  whole  question  would  have 
been  settled.  But  he  did  nothing  of  the  sort. 
He  entered  into  a  long  statement  all  round  the 
question,  without  touching  on  it  at  all.  He 
made  defence  as  if  the  charge  was  that  this 
was  extended  to  the  firm  with  regard  to  all 
its  business  telegrams  and  all  manner  of  busi- 
ness correspondence.  His  defence,  he  under- 
stood, if  he  followed  him  aright,  was  that  this 
was  a  concession  to  the  J.  G.  Ward  Association, 
not  direct,  but  to  all  persons  in  business  com- 
munication with  him. 

Mr.  WARD.— That  is  not  so.  I  dealt  with 
two  charges.  That  was  tho  second  charge 
made  by  the  local  paper. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  that  was  not  the  charge 
preferred  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw).  They  were  only 
concerned  with  the  charges  made  by  a  member 
of  that  House.  Then,  there  was  no  charge 
against  him  that  his  firm  was  to  receive  any 
preference  as  far  as  payments  were  ooncerned. 
Inferentially  it  was  contemplated  that  his  firm 
paid  for  all  telegrams.  If  the  firm  was  going 
to  send  these  telegrams,  ordinary  and  other- 
wise, undoubtedly  it  would  imply  that  Mr. 
Ward  was  paying  for  his  telegrams.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Earnshaw)  preferred  no  charge  to  the  effect 
mentioned,  for  he  recognised  inferentially  that 
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the  honourable  gentleman  was  paying  for  his 
telegrams,  so  that  a  defence  of  that  sort  was 
only  going  round  the  question. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  matter  was  referred  to 
in  a  local  paper. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  set  up  such  a  rambling  defence,  no 
one  could  tell  what  he  was  defending  himself 
from.  Then,  from  the  amount  of  vicious  talk  in 
connection  with  some  officer  of  the  department 
under  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  supposed 
that  the  information  had  been  supplied  by  an 
officer  to  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City,  it  would  seem  that  he  had  very  little  con- 
fidence in  his  department.  He  (Mr.  Duthie) 
was  not  aware  how  far  the  officers  of  the  Civil 
Service  were  bound  to  secrecy,  and  to  with- 
hold such  information  from  any  members  of 
the  House.  He  thought  they  ought  to  come  to 
some  understanding.  Members  were  entitled 
to  the  fullest  information  regarding  everything 
in  the  public  service,  but  found  every  avenue 
closed.  When  some  indefensible  transaction 
was  disclosed,  Ministers'  sole  thought  appeared 
to  be,  How  did  it  get  out  ? — whom  to  suspect 
and  punish.  Surely  it  was  not  right  that  every 
member  of  the  service  should  be  regarded  as 
a  suspected  man.  The  whole  matter  was 
obscured  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
merely  raised  questions  about  the  action  of  the 
unfortunate  individual  who  disclosed  the  in- 
formation, and  desired  to  get  the  House  to  join 
with  him  in  hounding  down  this  officer.  He 
did  not  think  that  such  abject  subservience  and 
secrecy  amongst  officers  of  the  Civil  Service  on 
such-like  questions  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
good  government  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  so  much  in  the  question  as 
some  of  the  papers  had  tried  to  make  out,  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  answered  the 
question  in  a  straightforward  way  the  whole 
matter  would  have  been  oleared  up.  If  he  had 
simply  said  this  was  a  temporary  order  issued 
to  Mr.  Gray  on  an  occasion  of  public  concern, 
or  when  something  was  wrong  with  his  busi- 
ness, and  that  it  was  only  acted  upon  for  a  few 
days  or  weeks,  he  would  at  once  have  closed 
all  criticism  upon  it. 

Mr.  WARD.— I  told  you  I  did  not  even  know 
of  the  existence  of  the  order. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  had  listened  to  the 
statements  of  the  honourable  gentleman  relat- 
ing to  a  number  of  newspaper  criticisms,  and 
he  seemed  to  give  a  roundabout  defence,  so  that 
the  real  issue  was  never  put  before  the  House 
at  all.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  said 
the  order  was  issued  just  after  the  death  of  the 
late  Mr.  Ballance,  and  was  only  in  operation 
for  a  few  days  or  weeks,  and  after  that  had 
become  entirely  inoperative,  that  would  have 
satisfied  the  House;  but  from  the  rambling 
defence  set  up  he  had  created  an  impression 
that  there  was  something  more  in  it.  He  hoped, 
however,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  yet 
set  himself  right  in  his  reply  in  a  few  words, 
and  to  the  point.  With  regard  to  the  Insurance 
funds,  he  did  not  think  they  were  at  all  in  a 
satisfactory  position.  If  they  were  to  have  the 
good  repute  of  this  office  maintained,  they 
Mr.  Duthie 


should  have  a  full  explanation  of  this  £48,000 
that  was  mentioned.  It  would  be  much  better 
for  that  department  if  all  the  security  that  was 
bad  were  written  off,  and  what  was  good  only 
allowed  to  appear  in  the  returns.  Those  two 
items  pointed  to  ill-defined,  undisclosed  loss, 
and  disturbed  confidence. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  had 
said  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  given  a 
rambling  statement  in  reply  to  the  question 
put  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Earnshaw).  Now,  he  (Mr.  McKenzie) 
did  not  think  there  could  have  been  any  clearer 
answer  given  to  the  question  than  that  given  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  distinctly  stated,  as  shown  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  him- 
self, that  this  privilege  in  connection  with  tele- 
grams was  granted  the  day  after  the  death 
of  the  late  Mr.  Ballance,  to  enable  Mr.  Ward 
to  communicate  with  his  firm  in  Invercar- 
gili.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  told  the  House 
that  he  did  not  even  know  of  the  existence 
of  this  order  until  the  matter  appeared  on  the 
Order  Paper  in  the  form  of  a  question.  The 
Treasurer  had  fairly  stated  that  night  that 
when  his  firm  wanted  the  use  of  the  telegraph 
for  urgent  business  they  had  paid  double  rates,. 
just  as  they  were  paid  by  everybody  else 
sending  urgent  telegrams.  That  was  a  clear 
proof  that,  if  this  order  had  existed  at  all  at  any 
time,  it  had  become  obsolete,  and  did  not  take 
any  effect ;  for,  if  it  had  not  been  obsolete,  the 
Treasurer  would  not  have  had  to  pay  double 
rates.  He  thought  the  statement  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  was  clear  on  the  matter.  It 
appeared  to  him  that,  no  matter  what  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  said,  he  would  be  unable  to  give 
satisfaction  to  certain  member*  of  the  House ; 
and  he  would  say  this:  that  ho  believed  it 
would  have  been  far  better  that  night  if  they 
had  been  at  home,  or  doing  some  other  work,, 
for  the  whole  of  the  evening  had  been  taken 
up  in  talking  and  trying  to  get  at  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Government  had  been  defending, 
themselves  from  a  number  of  questions  on  the 
Order  Paper.  Two  out  of  every  three  of  the 
questions  were  put  on  the  Order  Paper  to  enable 
the  other  side  to  show  something  which  would 
enable  them  to  get  at  the  Government,  and  the 
question  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Earnshaw)  was  without  doubt  placed 
on  the  Order  Paper  for  the  same  purpose.  It 
was  to  enable  the  Conservative  Press,  also,  to 
write  a  few  more  leading  Articles  upon  the 
integrity  of  the  Government.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  talked  about  the  Insurance 
Department.  Well,  that  department  had  been 
in  existence  for  twenty-two  years,  and  there 
had  been  a  very  large  sum  of  money  set  off 
against  depreciation  during  that  twenty -two 
years — £34,000.  And  when  were  those  losses 
made  ?  During  the  term  of  office  of  the  present 
Treasurer?  No;  they  were  made  in  times 
past ;  and  he  thought  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  could  tell  when 
some  of  these  losses  were  made,  and  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  reason  why  the  pre- 
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sent  Government  should  be  accused  of  having 
brought  about  the  losses  in  connection  with 
the  Insurance  Department.  He  was  as  willing 
and  anxious  as  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
this  matter  should  be  cleared  up,  and  that  these 
properties  should  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as 
possible  in  the  interests  of  the  Insurance  De- 
partment ;  but  the  Insurance  Dpartment  had 
its  own  officers,  who  looked  out  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  department,  and  they  had  had 
to  foreclose  on  some  of  the  properties,  and 
take  them  over  as  bad  securities,  and  they  were 
getting  a  certain  amount  of  interest  on  them. 
They  expected,  like  every  person  engaged  in 
business,  that  the  securities  would  be  improved 
by  being  kept  a  little  longer,  and  this  would 
be  more  profitable  than  if  they  were  disposed 
of  suddenly.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington' City  (Mr.  Duthie),  as  a  business- 
man, must  know  that,  in  the  event  of  securi- 
ties falling  into  his  hands,  it  was  better  to  keep 
them  for  a  time  than  have  them  realised  at 
once.  Then,  as  to  the  Kaitaia  Block,  he  was 
sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  satis- 
fied with  the  answer  which  he  gave  him.  It 
showed  how  easily  honourable  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  could  be  gulled  politi- 
cally, if  he  might  use  that  expression.  It  was 
well  known  that  honourable  geutlemen  opposite 
were  always  anxious  to  learn  something  in 
order  to  get  at  the  Government.  Those  honour- 
able gentlemen  got  a  little  information— aud  a 
little  information  was  often  a  dangerous  thing. 
They  did  not  get  the  whole  information.  In- 
stead of  coming  direct  to  him  at  his  office  and 
asking  about  this  block,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper.  If 
the  honourable  member  had  asked  him  he 
would  have  told  him  the  whole  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Have  you  got  any  settlers 
there  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  Yes;  but  he  did  not 
know  how  many  there  were  on  the  land.  He 
had, however,  this  information  from  the  depart- 
ment :  that  3,000  acres  had  been  disposed  of,  and 
under  the  Act  the  settlers  must  occupy  their 
sections  within  a  certain  time,  otherwise  their 
land  would  be  forfeited.  He  had  something  to 
say  to  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  but 
■the  honourable  member  was  not  in  his  place. 
The  honourable  member  referred  to  what  he 
called  the  straining  of  tho  law  in  connection 
with  the  sinking  funds.  It  was  unnecessary  to 
-explain  the  law  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
The  whole  thing,  however,  had  been  done 
legally  from  beginning  to  end.  The  fact  was 
that  the  Treasurer  would  not  acknowledge  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  that  he  had  seized  the  sinking 
funds,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  wanted  the  Treasurer  to  do. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.- No. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Treasurer  had 
stated  that,  if  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  said  was  correct, 
then,  if  the  sinking  funds  were  seized,  they 
would  hear  no  more  about  it.  As  the  Premier 
had  stated,  the  Controller- General  had  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  funds  could  be  used  as  they 


were  used,  otherwise  he  would  not  have  granted 
the  warrant  for  them  to  be  put  into  the  Public 
Account.  He  did  not  want  to  say  anything 
with  regard  to  the  Controller-General,  but  he 
did  not  think  that  officer  could  be  accused  of 
being  any  friend  of  the  present  Government, 
nor  was  it  likely  he  would  assist  them  in  any 
shape  or  form  if  he  could  help  it.  Those 
honourable  members  knew  that,  if  there  was  a 
crooked  way  of  doing  a  thing,  so  far  as  the 
present  Government  were  concerned,  if  the 
Audit  Department  could  throw  anything  in 
the  way  of  the  rollers  running  smoothly  it  was 
always  prepared  to  put  a  spoke  in  the  wheel. 
That  being  the  case,  he  thought  it  was  clear 
that  as  to  anything  the  Government  had  done  it 
had  been  done  legally.  This  matter  had  been 
brought  up,  no  doubt,  with  the  intention  of 
trying  to  hoodwink  the  people  into  believing 
that  the  Government  had  seized  sinking  funds 
which  they  had  no  legal  right  to  use.  They 
had  been  told  that  no  estimates  were  to  be 
passed  until  this  question  was  answered  satis- 
factorily. He  did  not  know  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
meant  by  that,  unless  it  was  a  threat  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  going  to  stonewall 
the  estimates.  He  thought  his  colleague  had 
made  the  matter  quite  clear — namely,  that  the 
present  Government,  or,  at  least,  the  Ballance 
Government,  had  set  aside  those  funds  for 
many  years— funds  which  had  not  been  set 
aside  by  some  previous  Governments,  as  they 
ought  to  have  been.  That  being  the  oase,  he 
did  not  think  the  Government  could  be  accused 
of  doing  anything  illegal.  In  fact,  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  what  was  legal  in  the  matter  of 
setting  aside  these  funds,  and  after  several  Trea- 
surers before  them  had  not  done  so.  There 
was  one  other  question  in  regard  to  which  he 
wished  to  say  a  few  words,  and  that  was  as  to 
the  statement  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw)  with  reference 
to  the  alleged  misuse  of  the  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment by  the  present  Government.  He  did  not 
know  where  the  honourable  gentleman  got  his 
information,  but  honourable  members  could 
take  his  word  for  it  that,  so  far  as  the  present 
Government  were  concerned,  they  had  used 
the  telegraph  for  the  purposes  of  the  coun- 
try, and  for  no  other  purpose.  He  was  sure 
that  if  an  inquiry  were  held  into  this  matter 
the  record  of  the  present  Government  would 
be  shown  to  be  a  good  one,  and  one  which 
would  compare  most  favourably  with  that  of 
honourable  members  who  had  previously  occu- 
pied the  Government  benches.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  used  the  term  "  misuse.1' 
He  did  not  quite  understand  what  the  honour- 
able member  meant  by  that  term,  because 
what  some  people  might  think  misuse  others 
might  think  good  work.  To  use  the  tele- 
graph, as  had  been  alleged,  for  private  busi- 
ness would,  of  course,  be  a  misuse  of  it,  but 
he  defied  the  honourable  gentleman  to  show 
that  that  had  been  done  in  any  shape  or  form. 
As  he  had  said,  tho  telegraph  had  been  used  in 
the  interests  of  the  colony.  If,  however,  in- 
formation could  be  got  from  the  department  ia 
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this  way,  it  might  happen  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
would  find  himself  in  the  position  that  his  pri- 
vate business  arrangements  were  made  known 
by  some  officers  of  the  department.  If  the 
officers  of  the  department  could  not  be  trusted, 
was  it  not  possible  that  similar  information 
might  be  giyen  in  regard  to  the  business  of  some 
private  individual  ?  And  any  member  of  the 
House  might  be  the  next  who  would  feel  the 
pinch  in  the  same  way.  It  was  necessary,  if 
possible,  that  any  officer  who  would  do  such 
a  thing  should  be  discovered  and  treated  ac- 
cording to  his  deserts.  If  information  was  to 
be  given  by  officers  in  this  way,  where  was  the 
thing  to  end  ?  Such  things  would  do  a  great 
deal  of  harm  both  to  the  department  and  to 
the  public  generally.    He  thought  the  honour- 

11  <H)  a  member  for  Dunedin  City  should 
disclose  the  source  from  which  he  had 
got  his  information.  He  said  he  had  got  it  a 
long  way  from  Wellington;  but  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  quite  believe  that,  as  they  had 
a  good  idea  that  he  obtained  it  from  the  City 
of  Wellington.  They  had  good  reason  to  know 
that  there  was  a  leakage  in  the  Telegraph  De- 
partment, and  that  leakage,  no  doubt,  would 
be  discovered  by  the  next  Government,  and 
the  party  who  allowed  it  would  then  get  his 
reward. 

Mr.  McLAOHLAN  did  not  sympathize  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  in 
reference  to  the  charge  which  had  been  pre- 
ferred against  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  He  had 
never  heard  a  breath  of  suspicion  against  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  he  thought  it  was 
the  duty  of  any  honourable  member,  before 
throwing  out  a  hint  in  that  direction,  to  be 
assured  that  it  did  not  go  further  than  he  in- 
tended. It  was  quite  evident,  from  what  had 
come  out  that  evening,  that  there  had  been 
something  underlying  the  charge;  but  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  did  not  require  any  one  to 
defend  him.  He  wished  to  refer  to  the  reply 
given  by  the  Minister  for  Railways  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
regarding  the  Governor  and  his  suite  travel- 
ling on  the  railways.  He  understood  that  the 
Governor  himself  was  not  present  on  the 
particular  occasion  referred  to,  but  one  of  his 
suite  ocoupied  a  special  compartment  of  the 
train  all  to  himself,  and  he  did  not  think  it  was 
right  that  any  Governor's  flunkey  should  be 
allowed  to  travel  over  the  lines  in  that  way. 
The  Minister  had  also  stated  that  it  had  been 
the  custom  previously  for  Ministers'  wives  to 
have  free  passes.  He  had  ascertained  from 
very  reliable  authority  that  such  was  not  the 
case,  and  that  that  was  the  first  instance  in 
which  that  privilege  had  been  granted  to  Minis- 
ters' wives.  What  had  disturbed  him  more 
than  anything  else  was  this :  A  private  member 
of  the  House  had  told  him  during  the  session 
that  he  could  get  him  (Mr.  McLachlan)  a  free 

S.88  for  his  wife  or  daughter  on  the  railways, 
e  bad  replied  that,  if  he  could  get  a  pass  for 
him,  then  he  had  a  right  to  go  and  apply  for 
it  to  the  Minister.    He  had  done  so,  but  the 
Minister  informed  him  he  could  not  give  it, 
Mr.  J.  McKewrie 


after  laying  the  matter  before  the  Cabinet.  He- 
said  it  could  not  be  done  because  the  free  passes 
were  stopped.  He  was  under  the  impression 
that  Ministers  were  paying  for  the  passes  for* 
their  wives.  His  question  did  not  ask  that 
members'  wives  should  travel  all  the  year 
round,  but  it  would  be  a  very  simple  conces- 
sion for  the  Government  to  allow  members'' 
wives  to  travel  with  their  husbands  on  the* 
railways  free  when  they  came  to  Wellington. 
He  had  heard  Ministers  say  that  members- 
were  expected  to  travel  about  and  see  the* 
country ;  but  it  became  a  great  expense  when 
in  travelling  they  had  to  take  their  wives 
along  with  them  and  pay  their  rail  way -fares. 
He  believed  that  a  private  member  of  the 
House  had  obtained  a  pass  not  only  for  his 
wife,  but  also  for  his  lady  friends.  He  was- 
quite  satisfied  for  Ministers  to  have  this  con- 
cession, but,  if  they  had  it,  the  same  privilege 
ought  to  be  extended  to  members  of  the  House. 
This  was  a  Liberal  Government,  the  "  people's- 
Government,"  that  passed  their  wives  over  the 
railways  at  the  expense  of  the  general  public,, 
and  the  concession  should  be  extended  to  all 
members.  He  understood  that  an  Austrian 
Duke  and  his  suite  had  had  free  passes  over 
the  New  Zealand  railways.  That  was  not  right ; 
and  he  should  make  it  bis  business  on  all  occa- 
sions to  insist  that  no  special  favouritism  in 
this  matter  should  be  shown  to  any  member  of 
the  House,  and  if  any  favouritism  were  shown 
he  should  bring  the  case  before  the  House. 

Mr.  PIRANI,  in  oommon  with  many  other 
members,  was  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  the 
explanation  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  given 
of  what  appeared,  on  the  face  of  it,  to  be  a  very 
black  matter  indeed.  Anybody  who  listened 
to  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  explanation  must 
have  been  satisfied  that  there  had  been  no 
attempt,  either  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ward  or  of 
the  officers  of  the  department,  to  misuse  the 
telegraph  in  his  favour.  He  remembered  the 
occasion  very  well  upon  which  evidently  the 
instruction  referred  to  was  based,  and  he  re- 
membered that  at  the  time  it  was  thought  by 
the  Liberal  party  in  the  colony  that  Mr.  Ward 
would  not  be  able  to  make  the  sacrifice  that 
was  demanded  of  him,  in  giving  up  his  private 
business  interests,  and  in  allowing  the  enormoua 
inroads  that  would  necessarily  be  made  upon 
his  time,  in  order  to  allow  him  at  a  moment's- 
notice  to  take  up  the  onerous  duties  of  Trea- 
surer of  the  colony.  It  was,  indeed,  with  very 
great  satisfaction  that  the  members  of  the 
Liberal  party  found  that  such  a  capital  Trea- 
surer as  Mr.  Ward  was  available  to  take  up  the 
reins  of  office,  and  to  devote  his  time  and 
ability  to  assist  the  Government  in  power. 
Under  the  very  extraordinary  circumstances,, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  issue  of  such 
an  instruction  would  have  been  justified ;  but 
they  knew  that  the  Minister  himself  did  not 
authorise  the  issue  of  such  a  memorandum 
as  had  been  put  on  record.  Anybody  who 
knew  anything  about  the  working  of  the  Tele- 
graph Department  would  know  that  the  state- 
ments as  to  the  memorandum  not  having  been 
withdrawn  after  it  had  been  issued  the  first 
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time  was  ridiculous,  because  instructions  of 
that  nature  had  to  be  renewed  periodically  in 
order  to  have  any  foroe  at  all;  and,  if  they 
were  not  renewed,  then  they  lapsed  after  the 
occasion  for  which  they  were  called  for  had 
passed. 

An  Hon.  Member. — There  is  no  evidence  6f 
that. 

Mr.  PITtANI  said  it  was  the  fact.  He  knew 
it  from  his  own  experience  of  the  department ; 
and  therefore  the  statement  that  this  memo- 
randum ought  to  have  been  withdrawn  was 
really  worthless.  The  fact  of  the  instruction 
not  having  been  renewed  caused  it  to  lapse 
almost  immediately  after  its  issue.  He  had 
made  very  careful  inquiries  throughout  the  de- 
partment wherever  he  could  get  the  opportunity, 
as  to  whether  this  particular  memorandum  had 
been  issued,  and  could  not  find  a  single  officer 
who  remembered  its  existence 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Then,  the  secrecy  of  the 
department  was  broken  ? 

Mr.  PIRANL— The  member  for  Wellington 
City  said  the  secrecy  of  the  department  was 
broken,  but  his  reply  to  that  was  that  no  secrecy 
had  been  broken.  His  inquiry  had  shown  very 
clearly  that  although  this  memorandum  was 
issued  two  and  a  half  years  ago  it  lapsed  in  the 
ordinary  course,  and  had  no  force  afterwards. 
There  was  no  member  of  the  Ministry  who  had 
been  so  much  assailed  in  regard  to  his  private 
affairs  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  it  was  a 
great  deal  his  own  fault — because  he  treated  the 
foul  attacks  that  were  made  upon  him  with  the 
contempt  that  perhaps  they  deserved,  but  with 
a  contempt  that  was  not  justified  when  his  high 
position  in  the  colony  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion. If  he  were  not  so  careless  of  the  venomed 
attacks  that  were  made  upon  him  by  those  who 
endeavoured  in  every  possible  way  to  trample 
upon  him,  there  would  not  be  half  the  occasion 
for  him  to  defend  himself.  Because,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  had  never  been  a  Minis- 
ter of  the  Grown  who  had  been  so  careful  as 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  not  to  abuse  any  of  the 
great  powers  placed  in  his  hands  for  his  own 
private  benefit ;  and  he  did  not  think  any  other 
Minister  had  ever  been  so  careful  and  so  par- 
ticular as  he  to  see  that  there  should  be  no 
occasion  for  such  aocusations  as  the  one  that 
had  been  brought  under  notice.  It  was  a  pity 
that  such  accusations  were  brought  forward 
and  hurled  so  constantly  at  the  reputation  of 
our  public  men  as  they  were.  It  was,  indeed, 
a  saa  thing  to  know  that,  simply  because  one 
man  took  a  high  position  in  public  life,  that 
was  an  occasion  when  men  who  ought  to  know 
better,  and  should  have  a  higher  standard  of 
honour  than  they  seemed  to  possess,  hurled  all 
sorts  of  mud  and  venom  under  the  idea  that 
some  of  it  was  bound  to  stick. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  say  half  a 
dozen  words  in  connection  with  this  question. 
The  Premier  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie) wished  the  motion  to  come  on  without 
discussion.  That  was  absolutely  incorrect.  He 
did  not  wish  it  to  come  on  in  any  other  than 
the  ordinary  way ;  he  only  wanted  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  given  to  the  House  to  say  whether 


or  not  this  return  ought  to  be  furnished.  The 
Premier,  when  first  asked  the  question,  had 
stated  as  an  objection  that  the  cost  of  preparing 
the  return  would  be  very  great.  When  he  had 
pointed  out  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
in  1884  a  similar  return  was  prepared  at  a  very 
nominal  expense,  the  honourable  gentleman 
withdrew  from  that  position.  The  Premier,  as 
a  second  objection,  then  stated  that  there  were 
contracts  in  those  days,  and  that  there  were  no 
contracts  now ;  but  on  the  21st  of  August  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated,  in  reply  to  his 
(Mr.  Mackenzie's)  question  as  to  where  the 
sleepers  came  from,  that  there  was  a  contract 
for  20,000  sleepers  which  was  let  to  a  man  who 
was  to  get  2s.  2d.  The  honourable  gentleman 
now  raised,  as  a  third  objection,  that  he  (Mr. 
Mackenzie)  wanted  the  return  to  be  furnished 
unopposed,  which  was  quite  incorrect.  That 
was  all  he  had  to  say,  except  to  state,  in  justice 
to  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  (Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie) had  not  yet  approached  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  see  the  correspondence  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  promised  to  show 
him.  The  Premier,  however,  had  not  yet  said 
when  he  would  give  the  House  an  opportunity 
of  saying  whether  the  return  would  be  supplied. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— After  the  Appropriation  Bill 
is  passed. 

Mr.  HOGG  wished  to  say  a  word  or  two 
about  the  question  in  reference  to  the  Divorce 
Bill.  He  thought  it  desirable  they  should 
know  whether  there  was  no  process  by  whioh 
effect  could  be  given  to  the  wish  of  Parliament 
when  expressed  almost  unanimously,  as  on  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  They  had  the  faot 
before  them  that  the  measure  was  introduced 
in  the  Legislative  Council,  and  passed  through 
the  whole  of  its  stages  there.  It  had  passed 
its  second  reading  subsequently  almost  unani- 
mously in  the  Lower  House,  although  opposed 
by  one  or  two  members  of  the  Ministry ;  and  it 
had  then  gone  into  Committee,  and  the  prin- 
cipal clauses  were  passed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  not  at  liberty  to  refer  to  the  orders  of  the 
day.  He  will  be  transgressing  parliamentary 
practice  in  making  further  reference  to  the 
position  of  the  Divorce  Bill. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  Premier,  in  reply  to  his 
question,  stated,  in  effect,  that  it  was  not  very 
likely,  when  honourable  members  were  pressing 
on  the  Government  the  necessity  for  taking 
Bills  off  the  Order  Paper,  that  facilities  would 
be  given  for  a  measure  that  had  been  intro- 
duced by  a  private  member  to  be  put  through 
all  its  stages.  But  he  would  like  to  point  out 
that  this  measure  occupied  an  almost  unique 
position.  It  was  not  in  the  same  position  as 
the  Government  measure,  and  he  believed  it 
might  be  passed  through  the  whole  of  its  stages 
in  an  hour  or  two.  That  being  the  case,  ne 
hoped  the  Premier  would  be  able  to  give  a  more 
satisfactory  answer. 

Mr.  WARD,  in  reply,  would  like  to  thank 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  for  the 
remarks  he  had  been  good  enough  to  make 
concerning  himself.  Concerning  the  newspaper 
criticisms,  he  would  like  to  say  what  had  ' 
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the  attitude  he  had  adopted  since  he  had  been 
a  Minister  of  the  Grown,  and  what  attitude  he 
proposed  to  adopt  in  the  position  he  filled. 
He  recognised  tbat  in  connection  with  party 
politics  one  had  to  accept  cheerfully  the  hos- 
tile, and  frequently  untruthful,  criticisms  of 
those  politically  hostile  to  him.  He  very  fre- 
quently did  not  know  from  whom  articles  in 
certain  newspapers  in  the  colony  criticizing 
.Ministers  of  the  Grown  appeared.  There  was, 
however,  a  very  strong  impression  —  and  he 
regretted  to  say  so  —  that  some  honourable 
members  who  sat  in  that  House  with  their 
fellow-members  day  after  day,  and  night  after 
night,  did  not  regard  it  as  being  beneath 
them  to  secretly  write  their  fellow-members 
down,  and  to  impute  to  them  all  sorts  of  im- 
proper motives.  He  was  very  glad  to  say  that, 
so  far  as  his  political  history  went,  so  far  he 
had  never  indulged  in  anything  of  the  sort  in 
any  newspaper  in  the  colony  concerning  any 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  Opposition  side ; 
And  he  hoped  he  never  would,  because  he  felt, 
when  the  time  arrived  for  a  member  to  quietly 
and  silently  attack  a  political  opponent  under 
cover  and  not  in  a  straightforward  way,  it  was 
a  very  bad  state  of  affairs  as  far  as  party  politics 
were  concerned.  He  was  probably  subjected  to 
as  much  criticism  as  any  Minister  had  ever 
been  in  this  country.  He  neither  felt  offended 
at  nor  objected  to  fair  and  honest  critic  ism, 
however  caustic  it  might  be.  A  great  deal  of 
the  criticism,  however,  to  which  he  was  sub- 
jected was  most  unfair.  Many  of  the  alleged 
facts  were  absolutely  untrue,  as  was  known  to 
three-fourths  of  the  honourable  members.  Some 
of  the  people  who  wrote  the  articles  were  in- 
fluenced by  motives  of  a  most  unworthy  kind. 
It  had  been  a  subject  of  remark  by  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  and  by  persons  outside 
of  the  House,  and  it  had  been  commented  upon 
by  people  outside  of  the  House — the  attitude 
which  a  certain  newspaper  in  Wellington  had 
taken  towards  him.  He  referred  to  the  Even- 
ing Potty  and  he  only  did  so  for  the  sake  of 
telling  the  Hotiae  what  the  position  was.  It 
had  been  a  subject  of  very  general  comment 
that  nothing  more  cowardly,  more  unfair, 
more  contrary  to  what  was  manly,  had  ever 
appeared  in  the  leading  columns  of  any  jour- 
nal claiming  to  be  respectable  in  any  civilised 
country.  He  would  tell  honourable  members 
something  which  he  would  not  have  referred  to 
had  it  not  been  for  the  action  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  this  paper,  who  must  be  held  to  indorse 
the  venomous  and  spiteful  personal  attacks  of 
their  editor — whom,  if  they  wanted  to  discuss 
people's  private  affairs,  he  recommended  to 
look  at  their  own  doors,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
they  would  be  able  to  find  a  case,  at  any 
rate,  which  the  people  of  the  Gity  of  Welling: 
ton  and  the  people  in  different  parts  of  the 
colony  would  he  very  much  interested  to  see 
discuHsed—  in  allowing  their  cowardly  and  un- 
principled editor  to  discuss  the  private  affairs 
of  Ministers  of  the  Grown  from  time  to  time. 
The  editor  of  the  Evening  Post  had  not  been 
actuated  by  honourable  motives  in  the  attitude 
lie  had  adopted  towards  himself  for  some 
Mr.  Ward 


months  past.  Shortly  before  he  (Mr.  Ward) 
went  to  England,  the  head  of  one  of  the  de- 
partments over  whioh  he  (Mr.  Ward)  exercised 
control  came  and  told  him  that  the  editor  of 
the  Evening  Post  was  in  ill-health,  was  de- 
sirous of  providing  for  his  family,  and  had 
asked  that  one  of  his  daughters  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  one  of  the  departments  over  whioh 
he  exercised  control.  He  brought  the  matter 
before  his  colleagues  at  the  time.  The  appli- 
cation was  declined.  He  was  told  at  the  time 
that  if  the  editor's  daughter  was  not  appointed 
he  would  "have  his  knife  into  him"  as  long 
as  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Ministry 
or  of  the  House.  The  Government  were  un- 
able to  give  the  appointment.  Within  a  few 
weeks  afterwards  what  happened?  The  first 
article  in  the  Post  in  which  these  personal 
criticisms  were  levelled  at  him  appeared ;  and 
the  editor  persistently  and  consistently,  with- 
out people  knowing  why  that  attitude  was 
adopted  towards  him,  had  pursued  that  line 
ever  since.  Some  honourable  members  might 
Bay  that  these  were  not  the  motives  underly- 
ing the  attacks  of  that  gentleman,  who,  time 
and  again,  had  unfairly  and  in  the  most 
cowardly  manner  attacked  him,  and  had  been 
on  more  than  one  occasion  supported,  not 
openly  but  secretly,  by  some  honourable  mem- 
bers who,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  ought 
not  to  feel  very  proud  of  the  position  they  had 
taken  up.  Some  honourable  members  might 
say  that  these  were  not  the  motives  which 
influenced  the  editor  to  whom  he  referred. 
If  they  wanted  anything  to  bear  out  the 
fact  that  he  had  been  written  down  and 
attempted  to  be  hounded  down  publicly  and 
privately  by  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  re- 
ferred—  if  they  wanted  any  proof  that  if  he 
(Mr.  Ward)  had  been  weak  enough  to  make 
the  appointment  the  paper  would  have  written 
him  up  instead  of  writing  him  down — let  them 
take  the  case  of  the  same  gentleman's  son, 
who  held  a  position  in  the  railway  service  of 
the  country  when  that  service  was  under  the 
control  of  the  late  Commissioners ;  aud  what 
did  they  see?  They  saw  that  whenever  an 
attempt  was  made  by  a  public  man  to  say  any- 
thing against  the  railway  service  that  paper 
came  out  with  an  article  applauding  and 
lauding  the  railway  service.  Let  honourable 
members  ask  for  a  return  to  be  placed  on  the 
table  of  the  House  showing  the  promotions  of 
Mr.  Qillon's  son  in  that  railway  service ;  let 
them  see  whether  those  promotions  had  been 
fairly  earned  during  the  time  of  the  Railway 
Gommissioners ;  whether  they  had  been  such 
as  any  honourable  member  en  the  other  side 
of  the  House  would  say  were  fair  promotions 
or  not ;  and  if,  after  looking  into  the  position 
he  referred  to,  they  would  tell  him  he  was 
doing  an  injustice  in  stating  this,  he  would 
be  one  of  the  first  to  say  he  had  done  wrong, 
and  would  not  even  hesitate  to  apologize 
to  a  gentleman  who  had  been  cowardly,  un- 
fair, and  untruthful  in  the  malicious  attacks 
he  had  made  on  him  (Mr.  Ward)  and  his  pri- 
vate affairs  bo  frequently  during  the  last  twelve 
months.     He  had  never  up  till  now  made  84 
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single  remark,  excepting  one  short  reference 
just  before  leaving  for  England,  about  the 
paper  he  referred  to.  Ho  cared  nothing  for 
its  criticisms,  nothing  for  its  policy,  nor  for 
its  condemnation  of  himself.  But,  when  a 
member  of  the  House  referred  to  the  matter, 
he  said  that  members  on  both  Bides  of  the 
House  recognised  that  in  the  matter  to  which 
he  had  referred  he  had  been  unfairly  attacked, 
and  attacked  in  a  most  unmanly  way.  Mem- 
bers on  both  sides  had  frequently  expressed 
themselves  strongly  to  him  of  the  cowardly 
attacks  he  referred  to.  There  was  scarcely  a 
member  of  the  House  who  did  not  know  that 
there  were  members  of  the  House  who  had 
given  false  information  on  more  than  one 
•occasion  to  the  paper  in  question,  in  order 
that  it  might  undermine  him,  in  order  to  sap 
the  strength  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day.  Now, 
if  this  system  was  to  go  on  in  this  country,  of 
stabbing  men  in  this  cowardly  way  behind 
their  backs,  let  him  tell  honourable  members 
that  all  of  them  —  many  of  them,  at  any 
rate  —  time  after  time  got  opportunities  of 
•doing  the  same  sort  of  thing,  if  they  so  de- 
sired, to  other  people.  He  could  do  this  at 
the  moment  just  as  readily  as  any  member  of 
this  House,  and  he  could  do  it  with  consider- 
able advantage  if  he  wished  to  adopt  that 
system.  So  far,  however,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  had  been  unfairly  attacked,  he 
had  set  his  face  steadfastly  against  what  he 
believed  to  be  one  of  the  worst  systems  which 
•could  be  introduced  into  any  country — that 
was,  the  system  of  trying  by  unfair  and  un- 
manly means  to  undermine  the  characters  of 
people  occupying  public  positions  —  of  trying 
to  injure  them  quietly,  silently,  and  surrep- 
titiously in  the  way  he  referred  to.  He  cared 
not  whether  it  was  done  by  one  man,  or  by 
■a  section  of  members:  the  day  would  come 
when  those  who  were  reckoning  on  this  sys- 
tem of.  attacking  people  to  accomplish  their 
own  ends  would  regret  it  and  deplore  it, 
because,  if  they  were  going  to  educate  a  sec- 
tion of  the  people  to  keep  up  this  system, 
they  might  depend  upon  it  that  it  would 
spread  until  it  became  so  objectionable  that 
those  who  were  now  practising  it  would  be 
the  first  to  cry  out  against  it.  He  bad  made 
these  remarks  for  the  purpose  of  indicating 
that  while  he  was  being  attacked  unfairly  he 
was  able  at  the  same  time,  if  necessary,  to 
•hold  his  own.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  when  he  had  a  little  more  leisure  some 
•of  these  attacks  would  not  engage  his  atten- 
tion in  another  way.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
many  members  of  the  House  would  recognise 
that  he  had  not  had  time,  however  much 
might  be  his  inclination,  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  some  of  these  personal  attacks,  and  to 
meet  them  in  another  way,  even  if  he  had 
been  disposed  to.  do  it.  He  would  only  say 
this  further,  taking  the  charge  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Earnshaw) :  what  did  they  find?  They  found 
-even  the  Otago  Daily  Times ,  which  in  his 
opinion  was  one  of  the  best  newspapers  in  the 
•country — although  it  differed  with  the   Go- 


vernment, it  was  an  excellent  paper  —  com- 
menting in  a  leading  article  on  this  matter 
before  he  had  had  time  to  give  a  reply  to  it. 
What  were  the  circumstances?  Immediately 
after  notice  of  the  question  was  given  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Earnshaw)  he  (Mr.  Ward)  was  olosely  engaged 
on  the  tariff.  The  consideration  of  the  tariff 
went  on  continuously — so  continuously,  in  fact, 
that  no  other  business  could  come  up,  and  he 
had  not  the  opportunity  therefore  of  answer- 
ing the  question  at  once,  as  he  would  have 
liked  to  do.  The  first  opportunity  he  had 
was  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  tariff  was 
disposed  of,  but  as  the  result  of  the  continuous 
strain  upon  him  he  was  so  exhausted  that  he 
was  only  too  glad  to  go  home  and  have  a 
night's  proper  rest.  Consequently  he  had  not 
the  opportunity  of  answering  it  then.  He  had 
taken,  however,  the  earliest  possible  oppor- 
tunity. What  happened  in  the  interval?  Be- 
fore he  had  time  to  deal  with  the  matter  he 
was  very  sorry  to  find  a  paper  like  the  Otago 
Daily  Times,  in  a  leading  article,  casting  re- 
flections upon  him  for  allowing  himself  to  rest 
under  the  imputation,  and  condemning  him 
before  he  was  heard  for  not  attempting  to 
answer  it.  That  was  what  was  called  fair- 
play  in  this  country.  Who  supplied  the  article 
to  the  Otago  Daily  Times  ?  They  all  knew  that 
the  same  pivot  which  supplied  news  to  and 
worked  the  Evening  Post  here  also  worked  the 
Otago  Daily  Times.  An  attempt  was  regularly 
made  to  work  up  public  opinion,  all  emanating 
from  the  same  source.  We  all  knew  how  ic 
was  being  done.  He  believed  three-fourths,  if 
not  four-fifths,  of  the  people  of  the  country 
indignantly  resented  these  wilful  attempts  at 
doing  a  man  an  injury  before  he  had  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  British  sense  of  fair-play 
always  allowed  of  defending  himself  against 
attacks,  and  this  sort  of  thing  at  any  rate  did 
not  do  any  good  for  the  people  who  made  these 
attacks  upon  him  in  a  manner  which  showed 
that  they  were  altogether  reckless  of  what 
means  they  resorted  to  in  order  to  damage  an 
opponent.  He  had  not  evaded  answering  the 
question.  As  he  had  stated,  he  was  not  aware 
at  the  time  of  any  such  instruction  having 
been  given  as  had  been  imputed  to  him ;  he 
himself  had  not  given  orders  for  the  issue  of 
such  instruction,  and,  under  the  special  cir- 
cumstances to  which  he  bad  referred,  it  was 
only  observed  for  that  time,  and,  as  he  said,  he 
was  not  even  aware  that  the  instruction  had 
been  given.  He  had  not,  according  to  the  head 
of  the  Telegraph  Department  here,  any  indica- 
tion that  this  was  being  done,  which  he  thought 
he  had  sufficiently  explained  when  that  in- 
formation was  placed  before  the  House.  This 
officer  said  the  instructions  referred  to  were 
practically  dead ;  they  were  given  for  the 
special  purpose  for  which  they  were  issued, 
and  had  afterwards  been  allowed  to  go  into 
disuse.  He  himself  did  not  know  that  such 
instructions  were  issued ;  he  did  not  know  of 
their  existence.  There  was  the  statement  that 
the  telegraph  officer  here  made  concerning  it ; 
and,  in  the  interval,  whenever  anything  of  an. 
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urgent  character  passed  between  himself  and 
his  firm,  all  such  messages  were  paid  for  at 
doable  rates,  so  as  to  insure  despatch.  Yet 
the  insinuation  had  gone  forth  that  all  the 
time  he  was  being  unduly  favoured.  He  could 
not  go  at  that  hour  of  the  night  into  the  ques- 
tion which  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  had  again  raised,  as  to  the 
position  of  the  sinking  funds.  There  was  an 
impression  on  the  part  of  some  honourable 
members  that  the  amount  required  to  be  set 
aside  for  the  purposes  of  these  sinking  funds 
was  not  being  provided  by  the  country.  He 
wished  to  say  that  the  sinking  fund  was  being 
duly  provided  for  out  of  the  payments  made  by 
the  local  bodies ;  it  was  being  paid  over  to  the 
Public  Trustee  as  the  law  directed— namely, 
1}  per  cent,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and 
*  per  cent,  out  of  the  Land  Assurance  Fund. 
The  2  per  cent,  named  in  the  Act  was  being 
regula'rly  paid  over  towards  the  sinking  fund. 
The  insinuation  had  been  made  that  they  were 
doing  improper  things  in  connection  with  their 
finance.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  things 
they  required  certain  amounts  of  money  for 
carrying  on  the  finances  of  the  colony,  and, 
unless  these  moneys  were  obtained  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law,  the  Auditor-General  would 
step  in  and  say  they  could  not  be  obtained 
illegally .  The  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  was  a  high  legal  authority, 
but  he  held  entirely  opposite  views  on  this 
matter  from  those  of  the  legal  adviser  of  the 
Government.  What  the  Government  were 
doing  they  were  doing  in  accordance  with  the 
advice  of  their  responsible  legal  officer,  and  so 
long  as  they  did  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twelve  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  1st  October,  1895. 

Fir6t  Readings— Customs  and  Excise  Duties  Bill— 
Napier-Palmeraton  Express— Mem  ben'  Wives' 
Free  Passes  by  Rail  way— Porirua  Lunatic  Asylum 
—Divisions— Fencing  Bill— Customs  and  Excise 
Duties  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Westland  and  Nelson  Native  Reserves  Bill, 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Bill,  Sea-fisheries  Bill, 
Public  Domains  Bill,  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale 
Control  Bill. 

CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  Whether,  before  proposing  the 
second  reading  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  he  will  state 
approximately  what  increase  or  decrease  of 
revenue  the  Government  expect  to  obtain  under 
it  ?  He  thought  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  this 
information,  so  as  to  know  what  amount  of 
revenue  was  to  be  expected  from  the  new  tariff, 
Mr.  Ward 


and  whether  there  would  be  a  loss  or  an  in- 
crease of  revenue. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  it  waa 
estimated  by  the  Customs  Department  that  the 
loss  of  revenue  would  be  about  £5,000.  That 
was  a  mere  estimate,  however,  and  he  believed 
the  probabilities  were  that  there  would  be  no 
loss  whatever. 

NAPIERr-PALMERSTON  EXPRESS. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  wished  tc- 
offer  an  explanation  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  in 
reference  to  a  question  which  he  had  put  a  few- 
days  before  in  regard  to  railways.  He  would 
read  the  report  of  the  General  Manager  of 
Railways  :— 

"  The  Resident  Engineer  informed  the  Traffic 
Manager  at  Napier  two  or  three  days  previously 
that  he  anticipated  an  unusually  heavy  slip 
coming  down.  The  Traffic  Manager,  thinking 
that  the  slip  would  be  a  serious  one,  and  that- 
through  traffic  would  be  interrupted,  made  ar- 
rangements for  the  train  to  stop  the  night  at 
Danevirke.  When  the  slip  came  down  it  was 
found  to  be  much  smaller  than  could  be  fore- 
seen, and  it  was  found  practicable  to  clear  the 
line  and  resume  through  working  much  quicker 
than  was  at  first  expected.  The  delay  arose  in 
lighting  up  an  engine  at  Danevirke  to  bring  on 
the  through  passengers.  Traffic  Managers  have 
full  power  to  deal  with  all  such  cases  of  emer- 
gency when  they  arise.  Every  endeavour  ia 
made,  and  no  expense  is  spared,  to  keep  to  the* 
time-table  as  closely  as  possible." 

He  had  thought  it  right  to  get  a  full  ex- 
planation from  the  General  Manager  as  to  the* 
reason  for  the  delay  in  question. 

MEMBERS'  WIVES'  FREE  PASSES  BY 
RAILWAY. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  question  which  was  put  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  in  regard  to  free  passages  for 
members'  wives,  it  had  been  decided  that  such 
passes  should  not  be  granted  :  in  fact,  passes- 
had  been  refused  to  every  one  where  it  waa 
possible  to  refuse  them,  with  the  exception  of 
Ministers'  wives. 

PORIRUA  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said,  in  reply 
to  a  question  put  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds,, 
in  which  he  asked  for  correspondence  that  had 
taken  place  between  Mr.  A.  D.  Bell  and  the 
Premier,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  lay  that  cor- 
respondence on  the  table  on  the  following  day 
or  as  soon  as  possible  afterwards,  and  he 
understood  the  Premier  was  likely  to  lay  it  on. 
the  table  of  the  other  House  in  a  day  or  so.  Aa 
soon  as  it  was  in  his  possession,  however,  the 
correspondence  would  he  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  Counoil. 

DIVISIONS. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  brought  up  the- 
fcllowing  report  of  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee : — 

"  The  Standing  Orders  Committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  back  the  question  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  system  of  taking  votes  in  division* 
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in  the  Council,  have  the  honour  to  report  thai 
they  have  again  considered  the  mode  of  voting, 
and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  system  recom- 
mended in  their  report  of  the  27th  August  last 
is  the  best  available,  vis.  :— 

"  (A.)  When  the  doors  have  been  looked 
and  all  the  members  are  in  their  places,  the 
Speaker  or  the  Chairman  of  Committees  shall 
put  the  question  before  the  Council,  and,  after 
the  voices  have  been  given,  shall  declare  whe- 
ther, in  his  opinion,  the  *  Ayes '  or  the  *  Noes  ' 
have  it ;  and,  if  such  opinion  is  not  agreed  to, 
he  shall  then  direct  the  '  Ayes '  to  proceed  to 
the  right  of  the  chair,  and  the  '  Noes  *  to  the 
left,  and  shall  appoint  one  teller  for  each  party. 

"  But,  in  the  event  of  the  Council  declining 
to  accept  such  recommendation,  that  the  fol- 
lowing method  be  offered  as  an  alternative, 
via.: — 

*'  (B.)  The  voices  to  be  taken  as  at  present, 
after  whioh  the  doors  shall  be  looked,  and  a 
publio  ballot  carried  out  acoording  to  the 
following  forms:  The  Speaker — or  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  should  the  Council  be 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  —  requests  the 
Councillors  to  take  their  seats.  Each  Coun- 
cillor has  two  voting-cards,  on  which  his  name 
is  printed,  white  and  blue.  The  white  ones 
express  *  Aye,  '  the  blue  ones  '  No.'  A  mes- 
senger presents  to  each  member  of  the  Counoil 
present  an  urn,  in  which  he  places  his  voting- 
paper.  When  the  votes  are  collected  the 
Speaker  or  Chairman  declares  the  ballot  closed. 
The  urn  will  then  immediately  be  carried  to 
the  Clerk  or  Clerk- Assistant,  who  will  ascertain 
the  result,  which  will  be  announced  by  the 
Speaker  or  Chairman  of  Committees.  The 
names  voting  on  each  side  to  be  road  over  by 
the  Clerk  before  the  doors  are  unlocked." 

This  question  of  divisions  had  been  very  fully 
considered  by  the  Committee,  and  they  proposed 
alternative  resolutions.  He  would  move,  pro 
forma ,  That  the  first  resolution  be  agreed  to ; 
and  if  any  honourable  member  wished  to  move 
the  second  one  he  could  do  so.  He  was  not 
muoh  in  favour  of  the  first  resolution,  which 
was  his  own  original  motion,  and  he  would 
therefore  offer  no  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  moved,  pro  forma, 
That  the  second  resolution  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  thought  the  present 
system  was  better  than  either  of  the  systems 
proposed,  and  was  more  in  consonance  with 
the  feelings  of  the  Council.  The  only  objection 
that  one  heard  was  that  it  would  be  more 
desirable  that  the  Government  should  reoord 
their  votes  first.  He  had  no  feeling  about  that 
himself,  but  his  honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen, 
when  he  spoke  on  the  question,  explained  to 
the  Council  that  formerly  the  Government 
vote  was  taken  first,  and  it  was  only  changed, 
when  that  honourable  gentleman  represented 
the  Government,  to  where  it  was  now  from  the 
other  side  of  the  Counoil  owing  to  an  infirmity 
of  his  own.  If  the  proposal  to  commenoe  the 
vote  from  the  Government  benoh  were  adopted 
he  thought  the  Council  would  be  quite  satisfied. 
He  would  very  muoh  rather  adhere  to  that 


convenient  practice,  as  he  could  not  see  what 
could  be  more  convenient.  He  would  move,. 
That  the  present  system  be  adhered  to,  but  that 
the  vote  from  the  Government  bench  be  taken 
first. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  agreed  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond.  The  only  thing  he  objected 
to  in  the  present  system  was  that  he,  as  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  was  the  first  one  called  upon 
to  give  bis  vote.  He  thought  that  was  some- 
what unfair  to  other  members  of  the  Counoil, 
and  that  the  Government  should  have  the  first 
opportunity  of  indicating  how  they  were  going, 
to  vote,  as  it  might  lead  other  members  of  the 
Council  to  vote  with  them.  He  would  not  vote 
for  either  of  the  resolutions,  but  would  vote  to 
let  things  stand  as  they  were. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  was  glad  to 
hear  his  honourable  friend  opposite  had  at  last 
admitted  his  proper  status  in  the  Council  as 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  Since  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  sat  there  on  only  one  or 
two  occasions  had  he  voted  with  the  Govern- 
ment on  a  measure.  He  entirely  agreed  with* 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  in  his  amendment,  as 
he  thought  it  was  muoh  better  that  the  sys- 
tem of  voting  should  be  retained  as  it  was 
now,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  following  the 
old  traditions  of  the  Council,  which  they  would 
be  very  sorry  to  see  altered.  The  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen  had  proposed  that  the  Government 
benoh  should  be  moved  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  chamber;  but  he  did  not  think  that  would 
be  a  good  thing.  He  thought  a  wise  thing  was 
done  when  the  Government  benoh  was  moved 
to  its  present  position,  because  members  were 
supposed  in  that  Chamber  to  be  independent, 
and  not  to  wait  to  see  how  the  Government 
were  going  to  vote ;  they  should  exercise  their 
own  fullest  discretion,  if  members  were  going 
to  wait  to  see  how  the  Government  would  vote 
it  would  look  too  much  like  party,  and  they 
had  been  told  over  and  over  again  in  that 
Chamber  there  was  no  party.  That  was  one  of 
the  things  inoulcated  in  every  young  member 
from  the  time  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Council. 
Then,  if  one  looked  at  the  wording  of  Resolution 
(A),  he  would  see  that  the  word  "party"  was 
used.  They  did  not  want  any  party  in  the 
Council,  and  the  very  expression  they  were 
trying  to  avoid  appeared  on  the  face  of  one  of 
these  resolutions.  He  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  they  should  remain  as  they  were,  and  that 
there  should  be  no  change  in  the  position  of 
the  Government  benoh.  He  liked  to  see  the 
independence  of  the  Council  maintained  in  the 
most  efficient  and  thorough  manner  possible. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said,  when  the- 
question  came  up  some  time  ago  he  spoke 
much  in  the  direction  his  honourable  friend 
had  just  spoken,  and  he  quite  agreed  with  him. 
He  thought  the  seoond  resolution  would  do- 
away  with  the  objeotion  of  party,  and  it  would 
have  also  the  additional  advantage  that  it 
would  not  enable  his  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Reynolds,  as  leader  of  the  Opposition,  to  guide 
the  Council  too  much,  because  they  were 
always  very  much  inclined  to  follow  his  lead. 
But  sometimes  it  might  be  more  advisable  to- 
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'  -act  independently,  and  this  proposal  would 
•enable  every  honourable  gentleman  to  aot  on 
his  own  judgment.  No  one  would  know  in 
which  way  an  honourable  gentleman  was  going 
to  vote  until  the  actual  vote  was  taken.  He 
did  not  think,  however,  the  matter  was  of  very 
great  importance,  but  he  was  not  sufficiently 
-conservative  to  think  that  because  a  system 
had  prevailed  for  a  long  time  it  should  neces- 
sarily always  prevail. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  agreed  with  the 
■amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond.  The 
present  system,  he  thought,  was  on  the  whole 
the  best.  It  was  a  very  convenient  system ; 
the  voting  was  quickly  done;  and  it  carried 
out  the  old  tradition  of  honourable  gentlemen 
giving  their  votes — speaking  out  their  votes — 
irrespective  of  any  question  of  party.  He 
thought,  himself,  the  objection  raised  to  the 
present  system  was  that  the  voting  always  be- 
gan on  the  same  side  of  the  chamber.  It 
might  be  better  if  the  votes  began,  say,  from 
the  Government  bench  one  day  and  the  next 
day  from  the  bench  occupied  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds.  There  should,  perhaps,  be  an  in- 
struction issued  to  the  Clerk  to  commence  the 
voting  at  a  different  bench  each  time  a  division 
was  taken,  and  in  that  way  go  round  the  whole 
•of  the  benches  of  the  Council.  There  would  be 
by  this  means  an  avoidance  of  any  question  of 
a  section  of  the  Council  leading.  Otherwise 
he  thought  they  should  stick  to  the  old  system 
•of  voting, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG  thought  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  a  great  deal  of  what  had  been  said 
that  day  was  not  brought  up  on  the  previous 
debate  on  the  matter  and  before  it  was  reported 
upon  by  the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  be- 
cause it  might  be  said  that  honourable  mem- 
bers must  be  in  favour  of  one  of  the  proposed 
alterations.  It  was  proposed  now  to  maintain 
the  present  system,  but  to  have  the  lead  from 
the  Government :  but  that  was  not  the  objection 
to  the  present  system  of  voting.  The  objection 
was  that  mistakes  occurred,  and  had  occurred 
more  than  once  this  session ;  so  that  an  altera- 
tion to  enable  the  votes  to  be  taken  from  either 
the  one  side  of  the  chamber  or  the  other  would 
not  obviate  the  objection.  Something  more 
was  required.  They  did  not  want  a  lead  from 
the  Government  in  the  Chamber,  as  they  could 
very  well  form  thoir  own  opinions.  He  thought 
his  own  proposal,  which  he  brought  up  in  the 
course  of  a  previous  debate,  was  the  best  one. 
Under  it  members  would  not  be  in  the  habit  of 
following  the  lead  consistently  of  one  party  or 
the  other  like  so  many  sheep.  Then,  again, 
there  was  some  dignitv  in  the  system  proposed 
in  the  Resolution  (B) — that  was,  that  cards 
should  be  handed  round  to  each  member,  who 
should  record  his  vote,  "  Aye  "  or  *'  No,"  and 
hand  it  in  to  the  Clerk. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORB  did  not 
agree  with  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  at  all. 
He  did  not  think  any  member  of  the  Council 
could  be  accused  of  partiality  or  party  feeling. 
If  they  could,  he  (Sir  G.  S.  Whitmore)  had 
the  best  reasons  for  saying  so,  because  when 
4ie  occupied  the  bench  now  occupied  by  his 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharaeyn 


honourable  friend  he  had  three  out  of  every 
four  members  against  him,  and  unless  there 
were  some  very  strong  reasons  against  it  they 
would  rather  take  the  lead  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. If  they  did  not  do  that  it  was  only  be- 
cause they  did  not  wish  to  go  against  the 
Government  in  a  matter  they  understood  very 
little  about.  With  regard  to  the  position  of 
members  of  the  Council,  he  thought  what  they 
wanted  to  do  was  to  support  the  Government 
on  all  questions,  unless  they  had  some  very 
strong  objection  to  the  measure  before  them. 
Therefore,  he  thought,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  lead  the  Council,  and  to  indicate 
to  members  the  views  of  the  Government  on  the 
many  matters  for  which  they  were  responsible, 
and  upon  which  they  ought  to  guide  honour- 
able members.  He  would  willingly  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  if  that 
meant  a  solution  of  the  whole  difficulty,  but, 
in  point  of  fact,  it  did  not.  The  real  fact  was 
that  there  had  been  a  number  of  mistakes 
made  in  taking  the  names  of  members  voting. 
Last  session  there  were  several  very  manifest 
errors,  and  they  arose  from  honourable  gentle- 
men saying  "  Aye  "  or  "  No "  in  a  very  low 
tone  of  voice.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  would 
be  better  to  adopt  some  system  which  would 
prevent  mistakes.  He  would  prefer  to  see 
members  asked  to  rise  in  their  places  and  say 
"  Aye  "  when  called  upon,  and  sit  down  before 
the  "  Noes "  were  called  upon.  The  Clerk 
would  then  have  an  opportunity  of  taking 
down  their  names  without  the  possibility  of  a 
mistake  and  in  a  very  short  time.  He  thought 
the  Government  had  a  distinct  right  to  lead  in 
ordinary  cases,  and  their  lead  ought  to  weigh 
with  honourable  members.  Unless  there  was 
some  strong  objection  in  principle,  members 
generally  gave  their  votes  with  the  Govern- 
ment. The  plan  he  had  suggested  before  was 
much  the  simplest  and  quickest,  and  it  was 
one  he  would  much  sooner  see  adopted  than 
the  system  of  handing  round  tiokets.  He 
thought  the  question  of  the  lead  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  of  more  importance  than  the 
question  of  the  way  in  which  honourable  mem- 
bers should  deliver  their  votes.  Therefore,  if 
it  came  to  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ormond,  he  would  support  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR  thought  the  impression 
amongst  honourable  members  was  that  the  pre- 
sent system  Bhould  be  done  away  with,  and  a 
new  one  inaugurated,  so  as  to  facilitate  the 
voting  in  the  Council.  H9  heard  that  day  for 
the  first  time  from  several  members  that  the  old 
system  was  perfect.  He  himself  would  prefer 
the  old  system,  but,  thinking  that  there  was  an 
impression  among  members  that  they  might 
get  a  better  one,  he  had  agreed  to  follow  their 
lead,  as  it  were,  and  agree  to  voting-tickets. 
He  felt  now  that  he  was  inclined  to  vote  in  the 
direction  of  the  Hon,  Mr.  Ormond's  amend- 
ment. He  did  not  think  it  altogether  right  or 
fair  that  it  should  be  insinuated  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  the  lead  so  as  to  show 
members  how  to  vote.  He  set  aside  that  as- 
pect of  the  question  altogether.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Rigg  said  that  voters  would  follow  like 
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a  flock  of  sheep;  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  speak  for  himself.  For  his  part, 
he  generally  voted  aooording  to  his  convic- 
tions. He  did  not  follow  any  one.  If  the  Go- 
vernment was  against  any  particular  matter  in 
which  a  principle  was  involved,  and  which  he 
was  in  favour  of,  he  voted  against  the  Govern- 
ment; but  in  the  oase  of  trifling  matters  in 
which  no  principle  in  particular  was  involved 
he  generally  recorded  his  vote  with  the  Govern- 
ment; and  he  thought  that  was  fair  and  honest, 
and  he  would  continue  to  follow  that  course. 
In  cases  where  there  was  some  large  principle 
involved,  they  did  not  require  the  lead  of  the 
Government  in  any  respect.  To  show  that 
there  was  no  party  in  the  Council,  he  had 
noticed  on  many  occasions  the  two  honourable 
gentlemen  occupying  the  Government  benches 
voting  against  each  other.  Whether  it  was  to 
mark  their  independence,  or  to  show  that  they 
were  having  some  little  joke,  he  could  not  say, 
but  he  noticed  repeatedly  that  they  did  vote 
against  each  other,  and  smiled  at  each  other  in 
doing  so.  He  thought  the  old  system  was  the 
best.  Very  few  mistakes  had  occurred,  and 
he  had  only  heard  on  two  or  three  occasions 
that  there  was  some  grumbling  and  murmuring 
by  members  on  account  of  mistakes  having 
taken  place ;  but  if  members  would  only  pro- 
nounce distinctly  "  Aye  "  or  "  No'* according  as 
eaoh  of  them  wished  to  vote  when  the  question 
was  put,  their  votes  would  undoubtedly  be  re- 
corded correctly.  He  therefore  felt  very  much 
inclined  to  vote  for  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond's 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  really  did  not  see 
that  any  good  could  come  from  the  change. 
The  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  had  just  now 
said  that  it  was  possible  mistakes  might  have 
arisen  through  the  old  system  of  recording 
the  votes.  He  (Mr.  Peacock)  did  not  know 
whether  that  had  happened  or  not,  but  he 
oould  quite  see  that,  as  compared  with  one  that 
had  lasted  a  quarter  of  a  century,  any  new 
system  which  they  now  introduced  might  lead 
to  more  mistakes  being  made.  Therefore  he 
thought  they  had  better  stay  where  they  were. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  Government  voting 
first  in  divisions,  he  thought  they  should  re- 
main where  they  were  in  that  respect  also.  It 
was  all  very  fine  to  say  there  were  no  parties  in 
the  Council,  but  still  there  were  some  members 
of  the  Council  who  wished  much  more  than 
others  to  follow  the  Government,  and  if  the 
Government  gave  them  a  cue  the  chances  were 
that  they  would  take  it.  He  thought  that 
could  be  done  by  either  of  the  two  systems,  and 
just  as  well  with  the  blue  and  white  cards  as 
with  the  other.  He  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ormond  that  the  best  plan  was  to  let  things 
remain  as  they  were.  He  thought  it  was  a  pity 
to  change  from  an  old  plan  to  a  new  one  until 
they  had  well  considered  it ;  and  in  saying  this 
he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  these  plans 
had  not  been  well  considered.  He  knew  the 
Committee  had  considered  the  matter  on  several 
occasions,  and  must  necessarily  have  done  so 
in  order  to  bring  forward  these  two  plans.  On 
(he  whole,  however,  he  thought,  while  they  had 


a  system  whioh  had  worked  very  well,  unless- 
very  strong  exception  was  taken  to  it,  they 
should  stick  to  it.  Holding  this  opinion,  he- 
should  vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  said  it  was. 
curious  that  the  older  members  of  the  Council 
preferred  the  old  system  of  voting.  Now,  he 
had  studied  the  question  both  in  the  Council 
and  from  the  gallery  up  above,  and  he  must 
say  that,  looking  at  a  division  from  the  gallery, 
it  was  obvious  that  a  ohange  was  desirable ;  it 
waB  not  a  system  which  commanded  respect  as- 
a  satisfactory  system ;  and  he  therefore  trusted 
that,  whichever  system  might  be  adopted,  at 
any  rate  a  change  would  be  made.  As  to  the 
members  of  the  Government  either  voting  first 
or  last,  he  did  not  think  it  very  much  mat- 
tered, but  it  appeared  to  him  that,  undoubtedly, 
if  a  lead  was  to  be  given,  that  lead  oould  be 
better  given  in  the  way  proposed  than  by  any 
other  way. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  said  he  was  not 
in  the  Council  when  the  previous  debate  took 
place  on  this  question— he  had  business  to 
attend  to  which  took  him  to  Auokland;  but,, 
after  reading  the  report  of  the  debate,  he  was 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  change  whioh  had 
come  over  members  in  regard  to  this  question. 
It  was  generally  thought  prior  to  this  by  mem* 
bers  of  the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  as  well 
as  by  himself  from  conversations  with  other 
members,  that  a  change  was  necessary.  Mis- 
takes had  occurred  in  the  recording  of  divi- 
sions, and  he  would  mention  one  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  himself  placed  in  a 
right  position.  The  mistake  might  have 
arisen  through  his  own  fault,  for,  as  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Kerr  had  mentioned,  it  sometimes  hap- 
pened that  members  would  not  speak  in  such 
a  tone  of  voice  that  they  oould  be  heard  dis- 
tinctly. However,  the  record  of  the  division 
to  which  he  referred  was  printed  during  his 
absenoe,  and  it  was  stated  there  that  he  had 
voted  for  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  Bill  being  open. 
He  wished  now,  as  this  question  of  recording, 
votes  had  come  up,  to  place  himself  right,  and 
to  state  that  there  was  a  mistake  in  regard 
to  that  division.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  proceedings  of  that  Committee  should  be 
kept  secret,  and  he  had  given  his  vote  in  that 
direction.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  method  of 
voting,  he  oertainly  preferred  the  present  sys- 
tem to  the  one  that  had  been  moved  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn.  He  did  not  agree  with  the 
previous  speakers,  who  had  told  them  that  they 
should  take  France  as  their  guide  in  this  mat- 
ter. Leaving,  however,  that  aside,  there  were 
many  disadvantages  connected  with  taking  an 
urn  round  the  ohamber  for  members  to  vote, 
as  indioated  in  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn's  pro- 
posal ;  but  if  the  old  system  of  voting  was  pur- 
sued he  trusted  that  members  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  that  their  votes  were 
hansardised  correctly.  Mistakes  had  ooourred 
undoubtedly  in  the  past,  and  he  thought  if 
members  were  to  have  the  division  read  out 
after  it  was  taken  it  would  give  general  satis- 
faction. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  that  when  this 
•question  was  last  before  the  Council  there  was 
a  general  expression  of  opinion  that  it  was  de- 
sirable a  change  should  come  about ;  and  the 
matter  was  referred  back  to  the  Committee,  in 
order  to  further  consider  it,  with  a  view  to  some 
-other  system  being  adopted.  Now,  however, 
a  great  ohange  appeared  to  have  come  over 
the  minds  of  honourable  members  with  re- 
spect to  it.  He  thought  the  most  objectionable 
part  of  the  present  system  was  that  honour- 
able members  would  not  speak  up,  and  he  had 
himself  several  times  tried  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  Council  by  ticking  off  the  votes  as  they 
were  given,  and  had  made  mistakes.  He  found 
"that  he  did  not  agree  with  the  Clerk's  list  when 
he  came  to  tot  up  the  numbers ;  so  if  he  oould 
•make  mistakes  in  that  way  when  trying  to  fol- 
low a  division  there  was  no  blame  to  be  attached 
to  any  one  for  making  mistakes  in  divisions 
taken  in  that  way.  How  could  they  tell  whether 
mistakes  were  being  made  or  not,  when  the 
names  were  never  read  out  from  the  chair  after 
the  division  was  taken,  but  when  simply  the  an- 
nouncement was  made,  **  Ayes  "  so  many,  and 
"  Noes  "  so  many,  and  they  never  looked  into  the 
list  to  see  whether  the  votes  were  taken  rightly 
•or  wrongly?  Therefore  there  was  certainly  a 
difficulty  about  the  present  system,  and  there 
would  always  be  the  [danger  of  mistakes  being 
made  under  it.  If  that  was  so,  why  not  try 
the  experiment  of  one  of  these  systems,  to  see 
how  long  it  would  take  and  if  there  was  in  it 
the  advantage  that  was  claimed  for  it?  As  far 
as  concerned  the  starting  of  the  votes  without 
•any  reference  to  party  at  all,  the  members  of  the 
'Government  were  the  leaders  of  the  Council, 
and  they  were  entitled  to  lead  the  Council  on 
many  occasions  without  any  referenoe  to  party 
whatever.  There  were  many  things  in  respect 
-of  which  the  Government  had  an  extreme  re- 
sponsibility in  introducing  them  to  the  Coun- 
cil, and  many  members  would  give  them  that 
responsibility  in  their  voting.  He  would  sug- 
gest that  they  should  declare  for  this  system, 
whioh  at  one  time  they  were  pretty  generally 
of  opinion  it  was  right  they  should  try,  and,  if 
it  did  not  suit  them,  let  them  go  back  to  the 
present  system.  At  any  rate,  they  would  then 
know  how  long  it  would  take.  It  might  be 
that  it  would  take  a  great  deal  longer  than 
the  present  system,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
would. 

The  Hon.  W.  DOWNIE  STEWART  said 
dt  was  very  well  known  that  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  the  names  were  not 
called  out,  as  they  were  in  the  Council.  Mis- 
takes were  inevitable  and  inseparable  from 
taking  the  voting  in  any  way ;  but  he  thought 
that  in  considering  the  difficulty  associated 
with  the  method  of  taking  the  votes  in  the 
•Council  the  mistakes  had  been  infinitesimal, 
and  he  was  not  sure  that  practically  any  mis- 
takes had  arisen :  certainly,  if  they  had  arisen 
it  was  through  members'  own  fault.  What  he 
wished  to  state  was  this :  The  Attorney-Gene- 
ral had  referred  to  the  word  "  party  "  mentioned 
in  this  resolution.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Stewart)  did 
mot  understand  the  word  "  party  "  used  there  to 


mean  political  party.  He  thought  the  mean- 
ing of  it  was  the  sides  on  a  particular  ques- 
tion before  the  Council.  In  fact,  there  was  no 
question  of  party  involved  at  all.  It  simply 
meant  the  individuals  expressing  an  opinion  on 
one  side  or  the  other  on  questions  before  the 
Council,  and  that  the  Clerk  would  select  one 
who  had  spoken  on  one  side  of  the  question 
to  act  as  a  teller,  and  somebody  wno  had 
spoken  on  the  other  side  to  act  as  a  teller  on 
that  side.  He  agreed  that  members  had  modi- 
fied their  opinions  since  the  question  was  last 
before  the  Council ;  and  his  own  opinion  was 
that  they  should  continue  the  present  sys- 
tem, subject  to  a  modification  such  as  that 
indioated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond—  that  was 
to  say,  that  the  Clerk  should  commence  on 
the  left  of  the  Council  with  the  members  on 
the  Government  benoh,  instead  of  with  his 
(Mr.  Stewart's)  side  of  the  Council :  it  made 
no  difference,  but  it  met  the  case.  He  liked 
to  express  his  own  individual  opinion;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  if  there  was  any  feeling 
that  members  ought  to  know  what  the  Govern- 
ment wished  on  a  particular  question,  he  took 
it  that  they  had  a  right  to  have  the  expression 
of  opinion  from  them.  He  thought,  however, 
they  were  magnifying  the  importance  of  this 
subject  altogether;  and  he  did  not  think  it 
mattered  very  much  how  the  vote  was  taken, 
and  he  would  be  quite  content  to  support  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond 's  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  would  like  to  say  he 
thought  it  was  very  easy  to  misunderstand  the 
intention  of  the  Council  in  relation  to  many  of 
these  matters.  It  had  been  stated  that  there 
was  a  strong  and  verv  general  inclination  ex- 
pressed by  the  Council  in  favour  of  a  change. 
His  opinion  was  that  this  was  owing  to  the 
excellent  habit  members  of  the  Council  had 
got  into  of  saying  nothing,  which  made  it  very 
difficult  to  know  what  the  mind  of  the  Council 
was.  He  was  of  opinion  that  no  suoh  strong 
desire  for  a  change  existed ;  but  from  the  fact 
that  three,  four,  or  five  members  had  got  up  to 
say  there  was  great  necessity  for  an  improve- 
ment, and  that  nobody  took  the  trouble  to  con- 
tradict them,  every  one  concluded  that  there 
was  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
to  make  the  ohange  that  was  suggested.  He 
saw  no  fault  in  the  present  system  in  rela- 
tion to  the  supposed  danger  of  members1  votes 
being  recorded  in  a  contrary  sense  to  that  in 
which  they  voted.  The  division -list  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  members  had  nothing  more 
to  do  than  to  look  over  it,  and  if  they  found  a 
mistake  had  been  made  they  could  take  the 
ordinary  means  of  correcting  it.  He  totally 
objected  to  any  form  of  change  in  the  Council. 
He  had  seen  most  brilliant  work  done  in  that 
Council,  and  he  had  seen  some  of  the  best  men 
in  the  colony  recognise  that  they  were  in  the 
Council  but  the  equals  of  others  who  were 
there.  He  had  seen  all  their  work  done  with- 
out fuss,  trouble,  or  annoyance ;  and  he  would 
like,  therefore,  everything  to  remain  just  as  it 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  was  sure  they  all  re- 
cognised that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  was  a  Coun- 
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oillor  of  tbe  olden  times.  They  quite  recognised 
that  he  did  not  want  any  change  in  the  Coun- 
cil. But  when  he  stated  that  only  four  or  five 
members  had  spoken  on  the  question,  or  that 
it  was  the  habit  of  the  Council  for  only  four 
or  five  members  to  speak,  and  that  therefore 
they  must  not  be  taken  as  expressing  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  so  far  as  this  question 
was  concerned,  he  was  wrong,  because  the  pre- 
vious discussion  oh  this  question  was  general, 
and  there  was  a  general  expression  of  opinion 
that  there  should  be  a  change  in  the  sys- 
tem. When  he  (Mr.  Bolt)  first  came  into  the 
Council  there  was  an  expression  of  opinion 
privately  amongst  members  that  the  system  of 
voting  followed  there  was  wrong,  and  he  felt 
himself,  neophyte  as  he  was,  that  it  was  a 
senseless  system  of  voting.  It  was  not  a  wise 
or  proper  thing  to  accuse  honourable  members 
of  doing  anything  that  was  not  proper;  and  to 
say  when  members  saw  how  other  prominent 
members  voted  they  might  probably  vote  against 
a  principle  which  they  were  anxious  to  sup- 
port when  they  saw  that  the  votes  which  had 
previously  been  given  had  saved  the  prinoiple, 
was  not  a  nice  thing  to  say,  but  so  long  as  the 
voting  terminated  on  one  side  of  the  Council, 
and  so  long  as  those  members  saw  how  the 
voting  went,  they  laid  themselves  open  to  this 
•charge.  Therefore  this,  system  of  voting  should 
be  changed  on  that  ground  alone.  He  did  not 
-see  any  objection  to  the  card  system  of  voting. 
He  believed  it  could  be  carried  out  as  quickly 
as,  and,  in  fact,  far  more  accurately  than,  the 
present  system,  and  it  would  do  away  with  the 
-charge  whioh  must  always  be  levelled,  mainly, 
■at  any  rate,  against  those  who  gave  their  votes 
on  that  side  on  whioh  the  voting  terminated. 

Paragraph  (A)  struck  out. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
paragraph  (B)  be  inserted  in  lieu  thereof." 

Atb8,  12. 

Baillie  Kelly  Bigg 

Bolt  MacGregor  Stevens 

Feldwick  MoLean  Swanson 

Jenkinson  Pharazyn  Walker,  W.  0. 

Nobs,  19. 
Jennings 


Reynolds 
Johnston  Richardson 

Kerr  Stewart 

Montgomery      Taiaroa 
Ormond  Whitmore 

Peacock  Williams. 


Aoland 
Barnicoat 
Bonar 
Bowen 
Buckley 
•Grace 
Holmes 

Majority  against,  7. 

Motion  negatived. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond'* 
amendment  be  agreed  to, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  the  meaning  of 
his  resolution  was  that  the  Clerk  should  take 
one  division  by  commencing  with  the  members 
on  the  right  of  the  chair,  and  that  in  the  next 
division  he  should  start  with  the  members  on 
the  left  of  the  ohair. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  would  suggest 
to  his  honourable  friend  that  he  should  put  his 
motion  on  the  Order  Paper,  in  order  that  it 


might  have  due  consideration,  because  if  put  to 
the  Counoil  now  it  might  lead  to  confusion. 
The  word  "  alternately  "  there  might  mean  any- 
thing, and  if  it  were  oarried  in  its  present  form 
they  would  need  an  interpretation  clause.  He 
thought  his  honourable  friend  would  be  con- 
sulting the  convenience  of  members  of  the 
Council  if  he  would  put  his  motion  on  the  Order 
Paper,  and  in  that  way  he  would  avoid  the  con- 
fusion that  would  otherwise  result. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  suggested  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  strike  out  the 
word  "alternately."  He  thought  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  on  many  points  that  they 
should  be  guided  by  the  Government.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Kerr  had  stated  that  some  honourable 
members  really  did  not  know  what  were  the 
views  of  the  Government  on  particular  ques- 
tions, and  that  they  should  know  those  views 
on  every  question  introduced  into  the  Counoil. 
Therefore,  if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  would  strike 
out  the  word  **  alternately "  and  make  the 
voting  always  commence  with  the  Government 
benches,  it  might  meet  the  case. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  thought  at  this  stage 
of  the  proceedings  they  were  getting  rather 
confused,  and  therefore  he  moved,  That  the 
debate  be  adjourned.  He  thought,  if  the  Coun- 
cil adopted  the  old  system  of  voting  with 
some  change,  that  change  would  not  be  in  the 
direction  they  were  now  asked  to  agree  to. 
What  was  the  advantage  of  taking  the  voting 
alternately  from  the  one  side  and  the  other? 
It  would  be  better  for  the  Clerk  to  draw  one 
name  each  day,  and  then  take  the  names 
alphabetically  from  that.  He  thought  that 
would  be  a  better  system,  and  certainly  pre- 
ferable to  the  change  proposed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  his  proposal 
was  perfectly  clear.  It  was  as  follows :  "  That 
the  voting  be  taken  as  at  present,  but  that  the 
Clerk  shall  in  future  commence  to  take  the 
votes  on  divisions  alternately  from  the  right 
and  left  of  the  chair."  In  one  division  he 
would  commence  with  members  on  the  right  of 
the  ohair,  and  then  in  the  next  division  he 
would  commence  with  those  on  the  left  of  the 
chair. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  said  that,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  to  obviate 
the  difficulty  suggested  by  some  honourable 
members  who  complained  of  not  having  a  lead 
from  the  Government,  that  would  not  meet 
the  case.  If  the  Government  intended  to 
lead  the  Council,  and  the  Council  were  to  be 
made  aware  of  their  views  on  any  question,  he 
could  not  see  that  the  taking  of  the  votes 
alternately  from  the  right  and  from  the  left  of 
the  ohair  would  help  them  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty at  all.  It  would  be  very  much  better  if 
they  simply  rose  in  their  places  when  called  on 
by  the  Clerk,  and  said  that  they  voted  either 
for  the  **  Ayes  "  or  the  "  Noes."  That  seemed 
to  be  much  better ;  they  would  know  how  the 
Government  were  leading  the  Council,  and 
time  would  be  saved.  However,  if  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ormond  adhered  to  the  motion  he  first 
moved,  and  contented  himself  by  simply  saying 
the  voting  should  begin  with  the  Government, 
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he  would  support  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
that.  If  that  were  not  carried,  then  either  they 
should  agree  to  the  proposal  to  rise  in  their 
places  and  give  their  votes,  or  else  adjourn  this 
question  until  next  year,  by  which  time  the 
Council  would  have  had  plenty  of  opportunity 
for  considering  the  matter,  and  on  commencing 
the  session  next  year  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee could  be  asked  to  make  a  recommenda- 
tion on  the  subject.  He  would  support  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  if  he  would  restore  his 
original  proposition — that  was  to  say,  simply 
voting  as  they  did  at  present,  but  commencing 
with  the  Government.  Was  the  honourable 
gentleman  willing  to  do  that? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  said  that  on  further 
consideration  he  could  not  agree  to  make  that 
proposal,  for  he  thought  it  would  be  doing 
that  which  was  undesirable — namely,  import- 
ing party  votes  into  the  Council.  He  thought 
it  was  better  as  it  was. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Q.  S.  WHITMORE  said  that, 
under  those  circumstances,  he  would  move, 
That  in  taking  the  votes  the  present  system 
shall  be  followed^  but  that  the  Clerk  sliall  begin 
by  taking  the  votes  of  members  on  the  left  of 
the  chair.  He  proposed  this  for  two  reasons. 
First  of  all,  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  lead  the  Council ;  and,  secondly, 
he  entirely  repudiated  the  notion  that  there 
was  any  more  party  in  the  Council  than  was 
necessary  for  them  in  taking  a  judicial  view  in 
any  walk  of  life.  He  had  seen  the  way  in  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  treated 
and  in  which  many  other  honourable  gentle- 
men had  been  treated  there,  and  he  was  quite 
certain  that  party,  as  party,  was  almost  abso- 
lutely unknown,  except  so  much  of  it  as  it  was 
a  necessity  to  have  in  a  set  of  men  who  had 
political  questions  to  deal  with. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOVVEN  deprecated  the  idea 
that  the  Government  were  in  any  way  to  influ- 
ence the  Council  by  the  manner  in  which  they 
voted.  The  Government  ought  to  lead  the 
Council  by  speech  and  by  stating  their  opinions, 
but  he  hoped  the  day  would  never  come  when 
the  Council  would  be  influenced  by  the  way  in 
which  their  votes  went.  He  was  highly" sur- 
prised that  the  proposal  of  a  Government  lead 
should  come  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  —  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds.  He  had 
known  him  for  years,  and  respected  him  as  an 
independent  man.  He  ventured  to  say  there 
was  no  one  whose  lead  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  follow.  He  had  never  known  any 
one  the  honourable  gentleman  would  follow, 
either  in  that  Council  or  in  the  other  Chamber. 
He  (Mr.  Bowen)  agreed  with  what  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ormond  proposed,  but  he  deprecated  alto- 
gether the  idea  that  the  voting  should  com- 
mence with  the  Government  in  order  that  the 
Government  should  give  the  Counoil  a  lead. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said,  if  the  Go- 
vernment stated  their  views  upon  any  subject 
coming  before  the  Council,  then  he  would  not 
object  to  it.  There  were  certain  Bills  intro- 
duced by  private  members  whioh  came  before 
the  Council  which  it  was  impossible  for  mem- 
bers to  know  much  about,  and  it  was  essential 
Hon.  Sir  Q.  8.  Whitmore 


that  the  Government  should  explain  their 
views  on  these  Bills  and  the  necessity  for  them* 
and  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  indicate 
to  honourable  members  in  what  direction  they* 
were  voting.  He  thought  the  Government  ought- 
to  give  their  reasons  either  for  supporting  or 
opposing  every  subject  that  came  Before  the 
Counoil.  He  was  not  speaking  of  important 
subjects,  on  whioh  members  could  judge  for 
themselves ;  but  there  were  amendments  fre- 
quently proposed  to  some  of  the  statutes,  and 
the  Ministers  sat  in  their  seats  and  did  not 
say  whether  or  not  they  approved  of  them,  so- 
that  members  were  left  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
the  views  of  the  Government  on  the  subject- 
were. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  thought  they  should 
leave  the  system  of  voting  as  it  stood  at  pre- 
sent. On  that  side  of  the  Chamber  they  were 
perfectly  independent  of  the  Government,  and 
the  sense  of  the  Counoil  could  be  got  perfectly 
as  things  stood  at  present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  did  not  think  that 
he  had  reason  to  complain  in  the  past  of  the 
Government  dodging  the  Order  Paper,  and,  if 
they  were  to  adopt  the  system  proposed  by  the- 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  probably  the  Government 
would  adopt  some  way  of  dodging  the  Order 
Paper  in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to  get 
the  alternative  vote  on  certain  occasions.  He 
thought  things  should  be  allowed  to  remain  as 
they  were,  for,  as  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  said,  if 
the  present  system  was  not  good  the  next  one 
might  possibly  be  worse. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  would  again 
impress  upon  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  the  desir- 
ability of  placing  his  proposal  upon  the  Order 
Paper,  so  that  the  Council  might  consider  it 
before  finally  dealing  with  it.  He  was  bound 
to  say  he  did  not  quite  understand  the  exact 
meaning  of  the  motion,  as  it  was  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  understand.  "  Alternately "  might 
mean  that  his  honourable  friend  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  might  be  asked  one  day  how  he 
was  going  to  give  his  vote,  and  the  next  day  his 
honourable  friend  next  him  might  be  asked 
the  same  question ;  so  that  it  was  difficult  to 
understand  what  the  alternative  system  meant. 
They  should  make  up  their  minds  to  under- 
stand the  position  that  would  be  brought  about 
by  so  great  an  alteration  in  the  present  system. 
He  would  like  to  correct  a  remark  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bo  wen's  in  regard  to  his  honourable  friend 
who  called  himself  the  leader  of  the  Opposition- 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  said  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  never  followed  any  one ;  but  he  for- 
got that  there  was  one  man  the  honourable 
gentleman  followed,  there  was  one  man  whose 
opinion  he  never  flinched  from,  and  that  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds — he 
always  followed  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  did  not  think,  if  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond's  motion  were  carried,  the 
object  that  honourable  gentleman  had  in  view 
would  be  attained.  Under  his  (Mr.  Ormond's) 
proposal  the  votes  would  be  taken  alternately 
from  one  side  of  the  ohamber  to  the  other  in 
the  case  of  a  division ;  and  this  was  not  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  intended. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND.— I  said,  "  in  divi- 
sions." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG.-— Yes,  votes  on  divi- 
sions would  be  taken  alternately  from  one  side 
and  the  other  side  of  the  chamber.  That  meant 
that  the  votes,  and  not  the  divisions,  would  be 
so  taken;  and  consequently  the  Clerk  would 
have  to  name  a  member  on  one  side  of  the 
chamber  and  then  name  a  member  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  and  follow  this  zigzag  course  through- 
out. That  was  the  effect  of  the  motion,  and 
he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
take  time  to  consider  it,  and  he  would  see  that 
he  (Mr.  Rigg)  was  right.  He  would  point  out 
that  they  had  learned  something  whilst  sitting 
there  during  the  discussion  on  the  proposals 
before  them.  They  had  found  out  that  it  was 
possible  for  honourable  gentlemen  to  get  up 
and,  without  proper  consideration,  move  a  mo- 
tion, and  get  sufficient  support  to  that  motion, 
to  enable  them  to  override  the  resolutions  that 
had  been  seriously  considered  by  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  and  referred  to  the  Council 
for  its  consideration.  That  was,  he  thought, 
an  object-lesson  that  should  not  be  forgotten. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said,  as  there 
seemed  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
exact  meaning  of  the  resolution  before  them, 
he  thought  the  best  course  would  perhaps  be 
to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Attorney-General 
— that  the  resolution  should  be  placed  on  the 
Order  Paper. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  the  simplest 
thing  would  be  to  vote  against  all  these  pro- 
posals. It  was  as  clear  as  possible  that  if  any 
one  chose  to  take  the  trouble  he  could  under- 
stand this  mode  of  voting,  and  that  under  it 
every  member  would  give  his  vote  in  the 
proper  manner.  If  any  member  wished  to 
check  his  vote  he  could  go  to  the  Clerk  at  the 
table  and  do  so.  He  thought  it  was  very  sad 
that  motives  of  partiality  in  voting  should 
have  been  implied,  and  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  foundation  for  it.  He  did  not  think 
the  Government  influenced  the  voting  "  two 
winks,"  and  he  would  advise  members  to  vote 
against  all  the  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  to  settle  this  matter  at  once. 
He  had  said  from  the  commencement  that  he 
believed  the  present  system  was  the  best,  and 
whatever  alteration  he  proposed  was  due  en- 
tirely to  the  representations  of  certain  honour- 
able gentlemen  that  the  voting  should  not 
always  commence  from  the  other  side  of  the 
chamber. 

Amendment,  "  That  the  vote  be  taken  as  at 
present,  but  that  the  Clerk  shall  in  future  com- 
mence to  take  votes  in  divisions  alternately 
from  the  right  and  left  of  the  chair,"  negatived. 

Amendment,  "That  in  taking  the  votes  the 
present  system  shall  be  followed,  but  that  the 
<31erk  shall  begin  by  taking  the  votes  of  mem- 
bers on  the  left  of  the  chair,"  negatived. 

FENCING  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That 
this  Bill  be  read  the  third  time. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  KELLY  moved,  as  an  amend- 
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ment,  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted,  for  the 
purpose  of  amending  section  2.  There  had  been 
several  alterations  made  in  this  section,  and 
the  arrangement  of  the  subsections  had  been 
entirely  altered,  and  in  consequence  of  this 
there  had  been  several  matters  overlooked. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  moved,  That  the 
Bill  be  recommitted  also  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
considering clause  3.  He  had  been  asked  to 
propose  an  amendment  to  this  clause.  The 
amendment  was  in  clause  8,  subsection  (2),  to 
the  following  effect : — 

"Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  section 
oontained,  this  Act  shall  not  apply  to  lands 
owned  by  the  Maoris  which  the  Minister  shall 
deem  fit  by  special  Proclamation  to  except  from 
the  operation  of  this  Act." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  hoped  the  Council 
would  not  recommit  clause  3,  because  the 
amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa  would 
open  up  a  very  wide  field  indeed,  and  would 
impose  difficulties  on  the  Government  which 
could  only  be  met  by  inquiries  that  would  be 
very  difficult  in  most  cases. 

Amendment  negatived. 

CUSTOMS    AND   EXCISE  DUTIES  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— This  is  a 
Bill  which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  for  several  weeks  in  another  place, 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  as  it  is  one  of  so  much 
importance,  that  members  of  this  Council  have 
followed  the  debates  in' that  other  place  very 
carefully.  The  several  speeches  in  that  place 
have  so  fully  dealt  with  the  matters  contained 
in  the  Bill  that  I  think  honourable  members 
have  heard  it  debated  almost  ad  nauseam,  and 
I  do  not  propose  to  inflict  a  speech  on  them 
on  this  occasion.  It  is  a  Tariff  Bill,  and  one 
which  we  cannot  alter.  It  is  a  Bill  which  is 
necessary  for  revenue  purposes,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  changing  the  incidence  of  taxation. 
When  in  Committee  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  af- 
ford every  information  on  the  different  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  but  at  present  I  think  there  is 
nothing  debatable  in  it — at  least,  not  of  a 
character  that  can  be  affected  by  this  Council. 
It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that,  inasmuch  as 
business  matters  generally  have  been  affected 
by  this  measure  to  a  certain  extent  since  it  was 
first  introduced  in  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, the  sooner  it  becomes  law  the  better, 
and  that  it  might  be  as  well  to  put  it  through 
all  its  stages  at  once.  I  merely  throw  that  out 
as  a  suggestion  to  the  Council,  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  force  honourable  members  in  any  way, 
and  will  move  no  motion  in  the  matter.  I 
shall,  however,  be  very  glad  to  take  that  course 
if  honourable  members  desire  it.  I  have  no 
thing  more  to  say  with  regard  to  the  measure 
and,  as  I  am  quite  sure  honourable  members 
have  made  themselves  acquainted  with  its  pro- 
visions, I  shall  simply  move,  That  the  Bill  be 
now  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  this  Bill, 
to  my  mind,  contains  no  principle.  It  neither 
goes  in  the  direction  of  modified  protection  nor 
of  free- trade.   It  does  not  increase  the  revenue 
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bat  rather  decreases  it.    It  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  conglomeration  of  ideas,  which  certainly 
have  not  received  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill.    It  seems  to  have 
been  passed  merely  for  the  purpose  of  satisfy- 
ing a  few  individuals  who  are  personally  in- 
terested in  various   trades,  and  certainly  not 
with  a  view  of  protecting  the  general  public, 
or  of  meeting  their  requirements,  which  the 
Government  ought  to  do  in   all  matters  af- 
fecting a  tariff.    It  certainly  shows  very  little 
regard  for  the  working- classes,  or  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  working  -  classes ;   and,  instead 
of   benefiting    them,    it    will  have  quite   the 
reverse  effect,  for  they  will  find  that  it  will  be 
far  more  difficult  to  pay  the  taxes  under  the 
new  tariff  than  it  was  before.    It  will  merely 
have  the  effect  of  relieving  a  few  people  who  are 
glad  to  see  the  measure  passed  for  their  own 
benefit,  at  the  expense  of  the  many.     Then, 
as  regards  the  Customs  officials,  and  the  im- 
porters of  goods,  it  will  be  much  more  trouble- 
some to  them  than  was  the  old  tariff.     It  will 
involve  a  considerable  amount  of  more  work 
on  both  the  Customs  officials  and  the  importers. 
The  schedules  in  "The  Customs  and  Excise 
Duties  Act,  1888,"  contained  also   the   unal- 
tered articles  that  were  in  the  schedules  of 
the  previous  Act;    but  that  system  has  not 
been    adopted    in    this    case,    so   that,   when 
people  have  to  deal  with  any  question  of  the 
tariff,  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain the  respective  duties  they  have  to  pay  they 
will  have  to  refer  not  only  to  this  present  Bill, 
but  to  the  Act  of  1888.     The  schedules  of  the 
present  Bill  certainly  should  have  been  com- 
pleted so  as  to  show  at  a  glanoe  what  duties  are 
payable  on  the  various  goods  imported.    There 
is  one  portion  of  the  Bill  which  provides  that 
in  case  of  a  dispute  between  the  Customs  De- 
partment and  importers  the  final  decision  shall 
rest  with  the  Commissioner  of  Customs.    Now, 
under  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands  there 
is  an  appeal  to   the   Supreme  Court;    and  I 
think  it  is  most  unfair  to  the  importer  that 
he  should  have  to   rely  entirely  on  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Commissioner  of  Customs.    There 
should  be  power  given  to  the  importers  to  refer 
all  matters  in  dispute  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
as  is  the  case  under  the  present  Act.    Well,  my 
own  opinion  is  that  this  Bill  will  give  satis- 
faction to  no  one,  or  to  very  few,  and  only  to 
those  who  have  a  personal  interest  in  acquir- 
ing a  particular  bonefit  or  profit — that  is  to 
say,  a  few  manufacturers;   and  I  believe  it 
would  be  in   the  interest   of    the    Ministers, 
and  in  the  interest  of  members  of  the  other 
House,  and  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  if 
this  Council  were  to  lay  the  Bill  aside,  and 
defer  any  alteration  in   the  tariff  until  after 
the  next   general  election.    Now,  Sir,    there 
will   be  no  great    harm   in    so  doing,  seeing 
that  we  are  told  that  the  revenue  has  not  suf- 
fered by  this  tariff.     We  were  informed  to-day 
by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  there 
was  expeoted  to  be  a  loss  of  about  £5,000,  but 
that  the  change  might  even  turn  out  to  show 
neither  a  loss  nor  a  gain  to  the  revenue.    If 
such  is  the  case,  I  would  advise  the  Colonial 
Eon.  Mr.  Reynolds 


Secretary  not  to  press  this  Bill  on  the  present 
occasion,  but  to  leave  it  until  the  next  general 
election  is  over,  and  let  the  publio  then  decide 
what  kind  of  tariff  they  want.  The  present  one 
is  only  an  abortion.  I  think  every  mercantile 
man  would  be  able  to  say  the  same.  I  think 
the  publio  will  condemn  it  in  to  to.  Now,  while 
that  is  my  own  individual  opinion — and  I  feel 
it  strongly,  too— yet  I  should  not  like  to  take 
the  responsibility  upon  myself  of  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  set  aside ;  but  I  do  advise  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  not  to  press  the  Bill  during  the 
present  session,  but  to  leave  it  until  after  the 
next  general  election. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— I  presume  my 
honourable  friend  opposite  will  not  take  the 
advice  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds:  possibly  I 
may  be  mistaken.  Generally  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds's  advice  is  good,  and  generally  it  is 
advisable  to  follow  it ;  but  I  fancy  on  this 
occasion  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  does 
not  propose  to  follow  it.  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  introducing  the  Bill  rather 
deprecated  any  discussion  upon  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Oh,  no. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— I  am  glad  to 
hear  he  did  not.  I  understood,  however,  he 
rather  deprecated  a  discussion,  because  he  told 
us  we  could  not  amend  the  Bill.  That  is  per- 
fectly true  ;  but,  while  there  may  be  a  consti- 
tutional propriety  in  that  system,  and  how- 
ever sound  may  be  the  constitutional  principle 
which  forbids  this  Council  amending  a  money 
Bill,  yet  I  think  in  this  particular  instance  it  is 
unfortunate  we  are  not  able  to  do  so,  for  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  having  very  carefully 
considered  this  Bill  in  connection  with  the 
existing  Act,  that  this  Council,  if  it  had  the 
power,  could  amend  it  in  many  directions  whioh 
would  be  great  improvements,  and  which  would 
be  acknowledged  to  be  such  by  the  public. 
How  far  the  people  of  this  colony  are  prepared 
to  accept  protection  or  free- trade  as  a  principle 
I  am  not  prepared  to  state.  In  these  matters 
there  is  little  real  public  opinion  as  to  the  ab- 
stract principles  on  which  our  financial  policy 
should  be  based.  With  most,  their  supposed 
opinions  are  decided  by  their  interests  or  sup- 
posed interests.  There  are  only  a  small  mi- 
nority who  have  really  formed  their  opinions 
upon  reasonable  grounds,  and  upon  a  due  con- 
sideration of  the  facts  of  the  particular  case 
which  they  are  considering.  There  is,  I  am 
afraid,  a  very  small  proportion  of  any  popu- 
lation whioh  really  bases  its  opinion  upon 
anything  approaching  reason.  As  Mr.  Balfour 
says  in  his  book  which  has  been  so  much 
talked  of,  — "The  Foundations  of  Belief,"— 
opinions  are  generally  formed  on  authority,  and 
are  determined  by  what  he  calls  the  "  psycho- 
logical climate,"  and  anything  like  reason  has 
a  very  small  influence  on  the  formation  of 
opinion.  People  judge  partly  from  authority 
and  partly  from  a  sort  of  vague. notion  that  some 
particular  line  of  thought  is  right  and  that 
some  other  line  is  wrong ;  but,  if  you  ask  them 
for  the  reasons  on  which  they  hold  those 
opinions,  the  probability  is  they  will  be  un- 
able to  give  them.    No  doubt  that,  Sir,  is  the 
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.general  state  of  public  opinion  on  this  question 
of  the  tariff.  Yet,  although  reason  lias  not  a 
direct  and  immediate  effect  upon  public  opin- 
ion, in  the  long-run  ideas  govern  the  world; 
•and,  if  you  can  only  get  a  small  minority  to  rea- 
son on  these  questions,  then  ultimately  you  will 
have  a  sound  opinion  formed  upon  them.  And 
I  think,  in  opposition  to  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Reynolds,  that  it  would  be  a  distinct  dis- 
advantage to  this  country  if  we  were  to  lay  the 
Bill  aside  and  prevent  the  people  from  feeling 
-practically  what  is  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
system  upon  their  personal  interest  and  com- 
fort, and  upon  the  whole  state  of  the  society 
•of  the  colony.  It  appears  to  me  these  tariff 
proposals  now  before  us  are  so  evidently  op- 
posed to  what  even  the  average  man  can  regard 
-as  just  or  expedient  that  I  venture  to  predict 
they  will  go  far  to  destroy  the  Government  and 
the  so-called  Liberal  party,  who  are  responsible 
for  them.  In  the  construction  of  this  Bill  the 
most  elementary  principles  of  economic  science 
and  sound  finance  are  ignored,  and  the  one 
■consideration  kept  in  view  seems  to  have  been  to 
try  to  please  every  interest  which  was  power- 
ful enough  to  make  its  voice  heard.  There  is, 
indeed,  one  great  interest  which  has  been  en- 
tirely neglected,  an  interest  that  ought  to  have 
been  considered,  on  every  principle  of  right  and 
justice,  before  tnat  of  any  other:  I  mean  the 
interest  of  the  consumer.  Of  course,  the  very 
fact  that  only  sectional  interests  have  been 
taken  into  account  has  given  us  a  tariff  which 
•is  essentially  protective.  As  a  convinced  Free- 
trader, I  need  hardly  say  that  I  am  opposed  to 
protection  in  any  shape  or  form.  Compromise 
•in  matters  of  abstract  opinion  is  generally  the 
slovenly  resource  of  an  indolent  intellect,  and 
•as  an  abstract  question  there  can  be  no  com- 
promise between  free-trade  and  protection.  If 
one  is  right  the  other  is  wrong.  But,  Sir,  al- 
though I  hold  these  opinions  strongly  as  ab- 
stract opinions,  yet  I  admit  that  in  practice 
we  are  constantly  obliged  to  depart  from  what 
•may  be  a  true  ideal  in  ordor  to  suit  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  a  country.  In  these, 
•as  in  other  matters,  we  cannot,  as  it  were, 
navigate  on  great -circle -sailing  principles  — 
wo  have  to  take  into  account  winds  and  cur- 
rents ;  but,  still,  there  is  a  great  distinction 
between  having  a  right  ideal  and  having  a 
wrong  one,  and  the  nearer  we  approach  to  a 
right  ideal  the  more  likely  we  are  to  be  right 
'in  our  practice.  If  wealth  consists  in  the 
-abundance  of  things,  and  abundance  is  better 
than  scarcity,  then  a  system  which  produces 
an  artificial  scarcity  must  be  bad.  Sir,  that 
Reems  to  be  an  almost  self-evident  proposition. 
I  often  think  that  in  our  desire  to  be  practical 
we  are  too  apt  to  lose  sight  of  those  principles 
on  which  all  right  action  depends ;  and  I  will 
therefore  recall  to  the  minds  of  members  a 
few  economio  truths  which  we  are  apt  to  for- 
get. To  me  protection  is  not  only  a  folly,  but 
a  gross  injustice  as  well.  Even  the  name  "  pro- 
tection" involves  a  fallacy,  or,  at  least,  a  mis- 
representation of  the  essential  facts.  As  Mr. 
Herbert  Spencer  says  in  his  excellent  little 
tbook,  "  The  Man  versus  the  State,"  page  72, — 


"  It  is  indeed  marvellous  how  readily  we  let 
ourselves  be  deceived  by  words  and  phrases 
which  suggest  one  aspect  of  the  facto  while 
leaving  the  opposite  aspect  unsuggested.  A 
good  illustration  of  this,  and  one  germane  to 
the  immediate  question,  is  seen  in  the  use  of 
the  words  « protection '  and  *  Protectionist '  by 
the  antagonists  of  free- trade,  and  in  the  tacit 
admission  of  its  propriety  by  Free-traders. 
While  the  one  party  has  habitually  ignored, 
the  other  party  has  habitually  failed  to  em- 
phasize, the  truth  that  this  so-called  protection 
always  involves  aggression,  and  that  the  name 
*  aggressionist '  ought  to  be  substituted  for  the 
name  *  protectionist.'  For  nothing  can  be  more 
certain  than  that,  if  to  maintain  A's  profit  B  is 
forbidden  to  buy  of  G,  or  is  fined  to  the  extent 
of  the  duty  if  he  buys  of  G,  B  is  aggressed  upon 
that  A  may  be  *  protected.'  Nay, '  aggressionist ' 
is  a  title  doubly  more  applicable  to  the  anti- 
free-trader  than  is  the  euphemistic  title  'pro- 
tectionist' ;  since,  that  one  producer  may  gain,  % 
ten  consumers  are  fleeced." 

Yes,  Sir,  that  is  precisely  the  position:  in 
order  that  one  producer  may  gain,  ten  con- 
sumers are  fleeced.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  very  in- 
teresting, in  this  view  of  the  subject,  to  read 
what  is  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  which  was  set  up  during  the  re- 
cess, and  on  which,  to  some  extent,  I  believe 
the  present  tariff  is  supposed  to  be  based.  I 
have  run  through  it,  and,  indeed,  read  a  very 
large  proportion  of  it  with  a  certain  amount 
of  amusement  and  with  some  amount  of  pain. 
I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  make  a  sort  of 
prtcis  of  the  evidence  of  a  few  of  the  wit- 
nesses, which  I  will  read  seriatim,  and  discuss 
as  I  go  on.  On  page  3  of  the  report  of  the 
evidence  given  by  the  witnesses,  the  witness 
appears  to  have  described  himself  as  a  glass- 
bevel  ier.  He  wants  30  per  cent,  duty  to  be 
put  on  all  worked  glass,  including  mirrors,  to 
protect  his  trade,  and  he  wants  plain  glass  ad- 
mitted free.  What  does  that  mean?  That  is 
a  case  in  which,  in  order  to  put  money  into 
the  pockets  of  one  person,  ten  other  persons  are 
to  be  fleeced.  In  order  to  benefit  this  glass- 
beveller  you  are  to  have  every  other  person  who 
purchases  his  mirrors  heavily  taxed.  That  is 
practically  what  it  means.  On  page  7  the  wit- 
ness wants  a  duty  of  200  per  cent,  to  be  put 
on  matrices :  that  is,  I  think,  a  member  of  the 
Typographical  Sooiety.  I  understand  matrices 
are  things  which  are  used  for  stereotyping — 
they  are  a  sort  of  mould  that  are  sent  out  in 
considerable  numbers  in  order  that  stereotypes- 
may  be  produced  from  them ;  and  the  result 
is  that  oountry  newspapers  are  enabled  to  issue 
specially  oheap  editions  of  tales  and  other 
matter  at  very  much  less  cost  to  the  public 
than  they  would  otherwise  be.  And  in  order 
to  benefit,  and  in  order  to  make  quite  cer- 
tain it  would  benefit,  these  compositors,  they 
want  to  have  200  per  cent,  placed  on  them. 
There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  duty  on 
them  as  it  is.  Then,  on  page  9,  the  witness 
is  a  currier,  and  appears  on  behalf  of  the  men 
employed.  He  says.  *'  Trade  is  falling  off  in 
spite  of  the  existing  duty  of  20  per  cent."  ;  and 
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he  wants  it  increased  up  to  75  per  cent.  He 
admits  that  colonial  leather  is  very  inferior  to 
the  imported  artiole.  So  tfcat  this  gentleman 
and  the  other  gentleman  whom  he  represents 
not  only  want  to  give  us  dear  boots,  out  also 
bad  boots.  That  is  a  most  extraordinary  pro- 
posal, and  one  that  I  should  hardly  think 
working-men  would  approve  of.  On  page  10 
the  witness  is  a  tinsmith,  and  he  wants  the 
things  he  uses  to  make  his  articles  imported 
free,  and  an  increased  duty  put  on  enamelled 
holloware.  That  is  another  case  where,  in 
order  to  protect  himself,  the  witness  wants  to 
tax  the  consumer.  On  page  15  the  witness 
is  a  commission  agent,  who  professes  to  wish  to 
give  working-men  a  "  cheap  smoke  "  at  the  cost 
of  the  colony  by  abolishing  the  excise  duty  of 
Is.  per  pound  on  tobacco,  and  keeping  up  the 
Customs  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco.  He 
waxes  very  poetical,  and  shows  how  under  this 
system  people  would  be  able  to  grow  tobacco  to 
very  great  advantage,  and  that  a  large  number 
of  persons  would  be  employed,  and  that  a  large 
number  of  persons  would  be  able  to  get  a  cheap 
smoke — that,  of  course,  is  at  the  expense  of 
the  country.  On  page  19  the  witness  is  a 
soapmaker,  and  he  wants  all  the  materials  he 
uses  to  be  admitted  duty-free :  he  admits  there 
is  a  small  duty  now,  amounting  to  a  few  shil- 
lings a  ton,  but  this  is  hardly  worth  con- 
sidering, he  thinks.  On  page  22  the  witness 
is  a  boilermaker,  and  he  represents  the  society 
of  his  trade  in  Wellington.  He  wants  a  duty 
of  35  per  cent,  on  manufactured  iron  to  keep  it 
out,  the  raw  material  being  admitted  duty-free. 
He  says  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson  will  corro- 
borate what  he  states.  Well,  of  course,  it  is 
again  another  case  in  which  the  colony  is 
to  be  forced  to  pay  a  high  rate  in  order  to 
supply  this  gentleman  and  his  friends  with 
high  wages.  Probably  that  would  be  regulated 
by  the  ordinary  laws  of  supply  and  demand 
in  the  market ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  consumer 
would  have  his  iron  heavily  taxed.  On  page 
83  the  witness  is  a  match-manufacturer.  He 
says  he  can  in  time  supply  the  whole  colony, 
and  importations  will  cease.  On  page  20  a 
witness  points  out  that  this  means  a  loss  of 
£16,300  a  year  in  revenue,  while  £1,400  a 
year  is  paid  away  in  wages  at  very  low  rates. 
In  that  connection  a  very  curious  interview 
took  place  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer  on  the 
subject,  with  which  perhaps  I  need  not  trouble 
the  Council ;  it  goes  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Ward, 
according  to  the  witness,  promised  that  the 
duty  would  be  increased  on  imported  matches, 
and  therefore  the  manufacturer  would  have 
a  good  time  of  it  for  as  long  as  his  Govern- 
ment held  office.  In  fact,  so  long  was  this 
gentleman  to  be  allowed  to  enjoy  heavy  protec- 
tion that  he  would  be  able  to  make  a  small 
fortune.  On  page  54  there  is  the  evidence  of  a 
deputation  of  Canterbury  fruitgrowers.  They 
want  the  halfpenny  duty  increased  to  Id.  per 
pound  on  imported  fruit.  One  witness  says, 
"  We  want  our  people  to  be  patriotic  enough 
to  wait  for  the  kindly  fruits  of  the  earth  in 
due  season."  This  gentleman's  patriotism  is 
really  of  a  peculiar  kind.  I  think  Dr.  Johnson 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharavyn 


defined  ** patriotism"  as  "  the  last  refuge  of  a 
scoundrel."  I  will  not  go  so  far  as  that,  but 
this  particular  line  of  patriotism  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  last  refuge  of  humbug.  On  page 
314  the  witness  is  a  saddler  and  manufacturer 
of  leather  travelling -goods,  such  as  portman- 
teaux. He  is  not  content  with  the  profits  he 
makes  under  the  existing  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
and  6d.  a  pound  on  imported  leather  bags, 
which  is  equal  to  33J  per  cent. :  he  wants  the 
duties  to  be  "  levelled  up" — that  is,  increased — 
and  the  stuff  he  uses  he  wants  to  be  admitted 
duty-free.  There  again  there  is  a  marked  in- 
stance of  the  extraordinary  idea  that  these 
people  seem  to  have,  that  they  ought  to  be 
enabled  to  fleece  the  consumer,  in  order  that 
they  may  make  large  profits.  On  page  371  the 
witness  is  an  agricultural-implement  maker. 
He  wants  25  per  cent,  duty  put  on  all  imported 
agricultural  implements  that  can  be  made  in 
the  colony,  tfhere  again  the  users  of  the  agri- 
cultural implements  are  to  be  fleeced  in  order 
to  put  money  into  this  gentleman's  pocket.  On 
page  891  the  witness  is  the  manager  of  some 
woollen-mills.  He  wants  75  per  cent,  put  on 
ail  imported  shoddy  goods,  and  for  such  goods 
to  be  prohibited  and  forfeited  if  imported.  This 
is  exceedingly  benevolent,  no  doubt,  on  his 
part,  but  I  fancy  the  people  of  this  colony  are 
quite  prepared  to  use  their  own  judgment  as  to 
whether  it  pays  them  to  buy  shoddy  goods  or 
not.  On  page  893  the  witnesses  want  higher 
protection  on  boots,  and  some  want  to  limit 
the  number  of  men  entering  the  trade.  Sir, 
well  may  Herbert  Spencer  say  that  •*  most  of 
those  who  now  pose  as  Liberals  are  Tories  of 
a  new  type."  I  do  not  think  even  the  old 
Tory  party  would  have  legislated  for  any  such 
proposal,  which  would,  in  order  to  increase  the 
profits  of  a  particular  trade,  limit  the  num- 
ber of  people  who  may  engage  in  it.  So 
much  for  the  idea  that  protection  raises  wages. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  this  person  wants  to  pre- 
vent people  from  interfering  with  his  trade,  so 
that  the  wages  of  those  persons  may  be  raised. 
The  fact  is,  the  report  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion is  full  of  undesigned  evidence  as  to  the 
entire  fallacy  of  the  notion  that  protection  will 
raise  wages.  Time  after  time  witnesses  com- 
plain that  wages  in  their  protected  interests 
are  steadily  falling;  that  work  is  exceedingly 
scarce ;  and  the  only  remedy  they  seem  to  pro- 
pose is  that  protective  duties  should  be  raised 
still  higher.  I  know  these  people  think  they 
are  going  on  perfectly  sound  lines  according 
to  their  particular  point  of  view,  for  it  is  the 
common  argument  that  if  you  do  not  protect 
you  are  immediately  obliged  to  purchase  the 
produce  of  the  cheap  labour  of  other  coun- 
tries. I  have  often  discussed  the  subject.  I 
remember  some  years  ago  discussing  the  ques- 
tion with  the  late  Mr.  Ballanco  and  the  late 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  That  was  the  one  argu- 
ment on  which  they  seemed  to  rely  :  that,  if 
you  have  free-trade,  you  then  have  to  face  the 
competition  of  oheap  labour,  and  would  injure 
your  people  accordingly ;  that,  in  fact,  free- 
trade  meant  excessive  competition,  and  a  great 
lowering  of  wages.    What  does  this  argument. 
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mean  ?  It  means  that  it  is  a  drawback  to  have 
•things  given  to  us  at  a  low  price.  It  comes  to 
this :  Supposing,  by  some  freak  of  philanthropy, 
instead  of  having  to  pay  between  six  and  seven 
millions  for  oar  imports,  that  the  people  in 
England  and  other  countries  were  to  make  us 
•a  present  of  them.  Does  any  one  suppose  that 
would  be  a  very  great  evil  to  this  country  ? 
Would  the  working-men  complain  of  having 
six  or  seven  millions  distributed  amongst  them 
41  free,  gratis,  and  for  nothing "  ?  I  rather 
fancy  not.  I  fancy  there  would  be  no  more 
-complaint  on  their  part  than  on  the  part  of 
a  man  at  having  a  thumping  legacy  left  to 
•him.  I  dare  say  the  ultimate  effects,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  legacy,  might  be  injurious — 
the  people  might  become  lazy  and  disinclined 
-to  work.  But,  at  the  same  time,  if  they  did 
preserve  their  industrious  habits  the  increase 
•of  wealth  would  be  enormous,  and  we  might 
sweep  away  all  our  taxation.  Every  man 
would  find  his  wages  from  profits  rising  to 
an  enormous  extent,  and,  instead  of  having  to 
pay  for  our  imports  by  our  exports  as  we  do 
now,  we  should  simply  receive  this  enormous 
present.  That  is  only  carrying  to  an  extreme 
the  argument  as  to  what  is  the  result  of  having 
goods  imported  cheaply  in  consequence  of  the 
cheap  labour  of  other  countries.  It  is  a  dis- 
tinct advantage.  It  does  not  at  all  follow  that 
•because  you  throw  out  certain  industries  no 
other  industries  will  take  their  place.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  number  of  industries  in  pro- 
tected countries  is  not  greater  than  in  unpro- 
tected countries.  The  industries,  for  instance, 
of  New  South  Wales  are  quite  as  numerous  as 
those  of  Victoria,  and  much  more  profitable. 
Of  course,  in  all  cases  there  is  the  natural 
protection  of  freight  and  charges,  which  gives 
the  persons  employed  in  any  industry  in  the 
•country  an  immense  advantage.  But  to  give 
this  aid  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  consumer 
doe 8  seem  to  be  as  monstrous  a  folly  as  it 
is  possible  to  conceive.  It  may,  indeed,  be  that, 
having  got  into  a  bad  state  of  things  owing  to 
protection,  it  is  difficult  to  get  away  from  it. 
What  we  ought  to  do  is  to  let  down  protected 
industries  gently,  and,  even  if  it  were  in  our 
power  to  introduce  free-trade,  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  introduce  it  suddenly ;  but,  still,  we 
ought  to  aim  at  the  ultimate  outcome  of  our 
Kystem  of  taxation  being  in  the  direction  of 
free-trade,  and  I  think  all  the  arguments  are 
in  favour  of  it.  Now,  Sir,  to  take  as  an  ex- 
ample of  the  state  of  things  brought  about 
by  this  tariff,  there  is  the  duty  on  boots  and 
shoes,  which  is  now  increased  from  20  per 
oent.  to  22$  per  cent.  What  does  that  amount 
to?  Every  person  who  buys  a  pair  of  boots 
has  to  pay  3s.  or  4s.  more  to  the  bootmaker. 
No  doubt  that  will  distribute  more  money 
among  the  people  whom  he  employs,  but  it  is 
the  capitalist  engaged  in  the  trade  who  is  the 
chief  person  who  benefits  by  it.  The  original 
proposal  was  to  impose  not  only  this  duty, 
out  a  higher  one  still — 25  per  cent.  I  think  it 
was — and  to  add  also  a  duty  of  Is.,  2s.,  8s., 
and,  I  think,  up  to  5s.  a  pair  on  every  pair 
of  boots  up  to  a  certain  size.    I  believe  there 


is  a  curious  little  history  in  connection  with 
that.  I  am  informed  on  good  authority  that 
this  proposal,  which  I  am  glad  to  see  was 
thrown  out  in  another  place,  was  really  made 
in  response  to  the  wish  of  a  manufacturing 
company  down  south  that  a  heavy  tax  should 
be  placed  on  the  imported  article,  and  this 
would  enable  them  to  make  quite  a  fortune  for 
their  shareholders.  I  have  also  been  told  that 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  was  interested  in  this 
matter,  and  no  doubt  the  bank  also  used  its 
influence.  Persons  more  or  less  connected  with 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  I  believe,  have  used 
their  influence  with  the  Government  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  over  this  matter;  but,  for- 
tunately for  the  country,  the  other  House  saw 
the  absurdity  of  it,  and  declined  to  put  on  the 
enormous  duty  which  was  proposed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  named  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand ;  but  will  he  also  give  the  name  of  the  * 
other  institution  to  which  he  referred  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZ YN.-  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  made  a  very  serious  charge 
against  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  he  has  sense  of  honour  enough  to  see  that 
it  is  only  right  for  him  to  give  the  name  of  the 
institution  to  which  he  refers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— It  is  the  Zea- 
landia  Boot- factory.  I  do  not  in  the  least 
accuse  the  Treasurer  or  the  Government  of  cor- 
ruption. I  simply  say  that  they  should  not 
have  taken  the  advice  of  interested  parties  on 
a  matter  of  this  sort.  The  same  thing  applies 
with  regard  to  match -factories.  It  is  quite  evi- 
dent to  any  one  who  knows  anything  about  the 
subject  that  these  people  simply  humbugged 
the  Government  by  assuring  them  that  this 
was  an  enormous  industry  in  the  colony  which 
required  such  protection,  and  they  told  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  two  or  three  shillings 
on  boots,  for  instance,  would  mean  an  enor- 
mous gain  to  the  country.  I  have  heard  on 
good  authority  that  that  is  the  case.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  similar  cases  have  come  up  in  re- 
gard to  every  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  tariff. 
The  Treasurer  has  been  got  at,  and,  though  I 
believe  he  has  not  had  the  slightest  intention 
of  doing  wrong,  still  I  do  not  think  he  should 
have  taken  the  opinions  of  people  interested  in 
the  trade.  So  much  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's interruption. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  looked  upon  as  an  interruption. 
It  is  a  matter  that  I  think  required  the  expla- 
nation of  my  honourable  friend  ;  otherwise  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  would  have  been  plaoed  in 
a  false  position. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— I  think,  Sir, 
it  is  quite  possible  for  any  one  to  be  got  at 
in  business,  and  I  think  in  this  case  it  has 
had  some  effect  upon  our  legislation.  I  should 
almost  welcome  a  law  which  would  compel 
every  shopkeeper  to  make  a  separate  charge 
of  the  cost  due  to  protection  on  every  article 
he  sold.  If  every  man  who  went  into  a  shop- 
Hannah  and  Company's,  for  instance— to  buy 
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a  pair  of  boots  for  from  10s.  to  14s.  or  15s. 
found  that  the  protection  duty  was  3s.  or  4s. 
as  the  case  might  be,  and,  if  he  was  told  that 
the  extra  cost  was  the  result  of  protection, 
he  would  see  what  he  was  paying  for  this  pro- 
tection, and  he  would  say,  **  No,  you  don't : 
the  protection  of  the  article  increases  the  cost 
of  the  article  to  me."  And  so  the  people  would 
see  that  the  result  of  the  protection  system  is 
this :  that  the  working-man  has  to  pay  through 
the  nose  for  what  he  wants  for  himself  and  his 
family.  All  I  oan  say  is  that  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  taken  by  the  Tariff  Commission  shows 
clearly  that  the  consumer  is  injured  by  going 
upon  these  lines,  as  Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie, 
one  of  the  Commissioners,  says  in  his  "  Dis- 
sent,*' appended  to  the  report : — 

**  Although,  speaking  generally,  the  report 
is  in  accordance  with  the  evidence  given,  still 
that  evidence,  where  offered  in  favour  of  pro- 
tective duties,  is  inconclusive  and  untrust- 
worthy, for  the  following  reasons:  The  evi- 
dence given  was  ex  parte ;  it  was  never 
published  in  detail  —  often  not  at  all  —  and 
thus  the  other  side  of  the  question  was  not 
heard.  As  a  result,  the  manufacturers,  and 
those  having  large  interests  to  serve  by  influ- 
encing the  Commission,  came  before  it,  whilst 
the  much  larger  class  of  consumers  did  not." 

That  is  the  whole  of  the  question ;  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  report,  which 
cost  £1,700  10s.  to  prepare,  and  to  which  those 
engaged  in  compiling  it  devoted  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  attention,  so  far  as  the  report  itself 
is  concerned  is  not  worth  the  odd  10s.  There 
is  a  portion  of  the  work  which  is  usefuj,  and 
that  is  with  regard  to  the  Commissioner's  de- 
cisions, which  shows  where  the  tariff  can  be 
consolidated  as  much  as  possible;  but  as  to 
going  round  the  country  and  getting  what  is 
called  evidence  from  those  interested  parties 
ooncerned,  it  is  mere  nonsense  from  beginning 
to  end.  The  colony  has  simply  thrown  away 
£1,700.  What  should  have  been  done  by  the 
Government  was  merely  to  have  taken  the 
opinions  of  a  few  experts,  such  as  Colonel 
Trimble,  for  instance,  who  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
is  an  old  Customhouse  officer.  He  and  two 
or  three  experienced  business-men  would,  in 
the  course  of  a  month  or  two,  without  ever 
moving  from  Wellington,  have  been  able  to 
make  an  infinitely  better  proposal  for  the 
alteration  of  the  tariff  than  has  been  made  by 
this  Commission.  In  1886,  when  in  England, 
I  was  requested  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
committee  of  the  Cobden  Club,  which  dis- 
cussed the  question  of  the  Customs  duties 
in  the  different  colonies,  and  they  asked 
me,  in  the  course  of  the  interview,  about 
the  system  which  prevailed  in  New  Zealand 
at  that  time.  I  was  then  able  to  say  that 
in  principle  we  were  not  a  protective  .colony, 
or  only  to  this  extent :  that  we  protected  the 
articles  that  were  made  up  in  the  colony.  We 
introduced  the  different  things  which  made  up 
these  articles  free,  but  we  taxed  the  made-up 
artioles,  and  that  is  the  extent  to  which  pro- 
tection went.  I  also  said  that  the  exigencies 
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of  finance  in  the  colony  would  probably  lead' 
to  an  increase  of  the  protective  system,  and 
finally  we  should  become  just  as  much  pro- 
tected as  Victoria  is— and  I  am  afraid  this  is 
only  too  likely  to  become  the  case.  Well, 
some  time  afterwards  the  oommittee  were  good 
enough  to  send  me  several  pamphlets,  one  of 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand;  it  is  called  ••  A 
Primer  of  Tariff  Reform."  It  was  a  verv 
influential  pamphlet  in  America,  and  was 
largely  distributed,  and  had  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  getting  rid  of  the  extreme  protective 
tariff  which  prevailed  there  only  quite  recently. 
Now,  this  pamphlet  in  a  single  page  puts  the 
whole  question  so  clearly  that  I  cannot  do 
better  than  read  it  to  the  Council.  It  is  very 
short,  and  I  am  quite  certain  it  is  well  worthy 
of  being  embodied  in  Hansard.  I  am  sorry  to 
trouble  the  Council  with  a  speeoh  on  this 
subject  at  all,  but  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
these  opinions  ought  to  go  abroad  as  much  as 
possible,  and  I  am  sure  we  should  influence  the 
country  by  speaking  on  such  an  occasion  as 
this.  .  This  pamphlet  is  edited  by  Mr.  David  A. 
Wells,  and  I  see  on  the  face  of  it  it  says  that 
the  pamphlet  has  had  a  larger  unsolicited  cir- 
culation than  any  other  publication  of  the  like- 
kind  in  the  United  States,  and  not  even  an 
attempt  has  been  made  by  the  advocates  of 
protection  in  the  United  States  to  controvert 
its  position  or  answer  its  arguments.  The  part 
I  wish  to  read  is  as  follows : — 
"Q.  What  is  a  tariff? 

"  A.  A  tariff  is  a  tax  imposed  on  commodities* 
imported  from  foreign  countries. 
"Q.  What  is  a  tax? 

"  A.  A  tax  is  the  portion  of  property  or  product 
which  the  Government  takes  (by  compulsion) 
from  every  citizen— not  a  pauper— for  publio- 
purposes. 

11 Q.  What  are  public  purposes  in  the  sense  of 
th is  definition? 

"  A.  A  definition  given  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  in  1874  was  as  follows  i 
1  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  govern- 
ment in  all  its  machinery  and  operations.' 
11  Q.  What  is  free-trade? 
"  A.  Free-trade  is  the  right  of  every  man  to- 
freely  exchange  the  products  of  his  labour  and 
services  in  such  a  way  as  seems  to  him  most- 
advantageous,  subject  only  to  such  restrictions 
as  the  State  may  find  necessary  to  make  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  or  for  sanitary  or 
moral  considerations.  Conversely,  it  is  the 
denial  of  the  right  of  a  free  Government  to 
arbitrarily  take  from  any  person  any  portion 
of  the  product  of  his  labour  for  the  benefit  of 
some  other  man  who  has  not  earned  or  paid 
for  it. 
••  Q.  What  is  protection  ? 
"  A.  Protection,  on  the  ground  of  advantages* 
accruing  directly  or  incidentally,  advocates- 
and  defends  the  imposition  of  taxes  on  im- 
ports for  other  purposes  than  those  of  revenue. 
The  protective  system  is  opposed  to  the  re- 
venue system  because  the  Government  collects- 
revenue  on  what  comes  in,  while  protection  ia 
secured  only  to  the  extent  to  which  commodi- 
ties are  kept  out. 
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"  Q.  What  is  the  idea  underlying  each  ? 

"A.  Free -trade  assumes  that  a  people  like 
those  of  the  United  States  might  be  left  to 
themselves  to  decide  what  is  to  their  own  ad- 
vantage. Protection  assumes  that  Congress  can 
better  decide  what  business  the  people  shall  do 
than  the  people  themselves. 

"  Q.  What  is  a  tariff  for  revenue  only  ? 

"A.  A  *  tariff  for  revenue  only'  is  one  so 
framed  that  all  the  taxes  which  the  people 
pay  the  Government  shall  receive. 

44  Q.  What  is  meant  by  a  tariff  for  revenue 
with  *  incidental  protection  '  ? 

"A.  The  adjustment  of  a  tariff  for  revenue 
in  such  a  way  as  to  afford  what  is  termed 
4  incidental  protection '  is  based  on  the  sup- 
position that  by  arranging  a  scale  of  duties  so 
moderate  as  only  to  restrict  and  not  prevent 
importations  it  is  possible  to  secure  sufficient 
revenue  for  the  State,  and  at  the  same  time 
stimulate  domestic  manufactures  by  increasing 
the  price  -of  competitive  foreign  products. 

44  Q.  Is  this  double  object  capable  of  attain- 
ment? 

"A.  Undoubtedly ;  but  it  is  also  one  of  the 
most  costly  of  all  methods  of  raising  revenue. 
For,  while  revenue  to  the  State  accrues  only 
from  the  tax  levied  on  what  is  imported, 
another  tax,  arising  from  increase  of  price,  is 
also  paid  by  the  nation  upon  all  domestic  pro- 
ducts that  are  sold  and  oonsumed  in  com- 
petition with  the  foreign  article.  A  tariff  for 
revenue  so  adjusted  as  to  afford  incidental  pro- 
tection is  therefore  a  system  which  requires 
the  consumers,  who  are  the  people,  to  pay 
muoh  in  order  that  the  State  may  receive 
little." 

That  puts  the  whole  thing  in  a  nutshell ;  and 
it  is  perfectly  clear  that  that  is  the  system 
on  which  this  tariff  is  constructed.  It  is  con- 
stantly said  that  if  you  are  to  have  free- trade 
you  must  adopt  some  such  rubbish  as  the  single 
tax,  and  that  it  is  mere  hypocrisy  to  say  that 
you  can  have  a  revenue  derived  from  Customs 
duties  and  at  the  same  time  have  free  trade. 
There  cannot  be  a  greater  delusion  than  this 
— which  is  a  most  mischievous  one  —  because 
when  people  see  how  impossible  it  is  to 
raise  all  the  revenue  we  want  by  means  of 
direct  taxation  it  makes  them  think  that  the 
existing  system  must  be  adhered  to.  That  is 
an  entire  delusion.  It  is  right  and  just  in 
every  sense  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  should 
contribute  to  the  revenue  according  to  their 
means.  There  is  no  reason  why  taxation 
should  not  be  imposed  upon  the  whole  of  the 
people,  so  far  as  the  requirements  of  revenue 
are  conoerned.  In  a  note  in  this  pamphlet  it 
puts  the  matter  very  clearly  as  follows : — 

44  The  following  definitions  of  free-trade  and 
protection  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia  Ameri* 
can,  on  August  7th,  1884,  a  representative 
Protectionist  paper :  4  The  term  "  free-trade," 
although  muoh  discussed,  is  seldom  rightly 
defined.  It  does  not  mean  the  abolition  of 
Customhouses.  Nor  does  it  mean  the  substi- 
tution of  direot  for  indireot  taxation,  as  a  few 
American  disciples  of  the  school  have  supposed. 
It  means   such  an  adjustment  of  taxes  on 


imports  as  will  oause  no  diversion  of  capital 
from  any  channel  into  which  it  would  other- 
wise flow,  into  any  channel  opened  or  favoured 
by  the  legislation  which  enacts  the  Customs. 
A  country  may  collect  its  entire  revenue  by 
duties  on  imports,  and  yet  be  an  entirely  free- 
trade  country,  so  long  as  it  does  not  lay  those 
duties  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  any  one  to 
undertake  any  employment  or  make  any  in- 
vestment he  would  avoid  in  the  absence  of 
such  duties.  Thus  the  Customs  duties  levied 
by  England— with  a  very  few  exceptions— are 
not  inconsistent  with  her  profession  of  being 
a  country  that  believes  in  free- trade.  They 
either  are  duties  on  articles  not  produced  in 
England  or  they  are  exactly  equivalent  to  the 
excise  duties  levied  on  the  same  articles  if  made 
at  home.  They  do  not  lead  any  one  to  put  his 
money  into  the  home  production  of  an  article, 
because  they  do  not  discriminate  in  favour  of 
the  home  producer.  It  is  therefore  no  conces- 
sion to  the  protective  principle  when  the  Demo- 
cratic platform  says  that 41  since  the  foundation 
of  the  Government  Customhouse  duties  have 
furnished  its  main  source  of  revenue,"  and  that 
44  this  system  must  continue." '  A  protective 
duty,  on  the  other  hand,  has  for  its  object  to 
effect  the  diversion  of  a  part  of  the  capital 
and  labour  of  the  people  out  of  the  channels 
in  which  it  would  run  otherwise  into  channels 
favoured  or  created  by  law." 

That  is  the  whole  point,  and  it  seems  per- 
fectly clear  and  reasonable.  Now,  taking  this 
Customs  and  Exoise  Duties  Act,  what  do  we 
find  ?  It  entirely  bears  out  what  I  have  stated, 
and  what  is  borne  out  by  the  Tariff  Commission, 
that  the  tariff  has  been  arranged  largely  upon 
protective  lines.  It  begins,  of  course,  by  put- 
ting heavier  duties  upon  almost  every  article. 
Even  the  preamble  contains  a  misstatement. 
It  says, — 

44  Most  Gracious  Sovereign,  —  We,  your 
Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  New  Zealand  in 
Parliament  assembled,  towards  raising  the 
necessary  supplies  to  defray  your  Majesty's 
publio  expenses,  and  making  an  addition  to 
the  public  revenue,  have  freely  and  voluntarily 
resolved  to  give  and  grant  unto  your  Majesty 
the  duties  hereinafter  mentioned." 

It  is  only  to  a  limited  extent  that  these 
moneys  are  required  for  publio  expenses ;  they 
are  to  a  large  extent  for  the  benefit  of  private 
individuals,  and  not  for  the  publio  as  a  whole. 
In  Schedule  A  we  have  an  increase  on  certain 
articles  which  are  not  meant  to  be  protected. 
On  oarraway  seeds,  for  instance,  there  is  an  in- 
crease to  20  per  cent,  from  15  per  cent.  That 
might  be  a  good  thing  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
revenue.  Then,  in  the  case  of  fruits  preserved 
in  juice  or  syrup,  under  the  old  tariff  the  duty 
was  20  per  cent.,  but  in  this  schedule  we  find  it 
raised  to  25  per  cent.,  and  that  is  intended,  I 
presume,  for  the  benefit  of  the  producers  of 
jam  and  to  keep  out  the  foreign  article.  Then, 
^d.  was  added  to  the  duty  on  fruits  preserved 
by  sulphurous  acid  :  the  duty  is  raised  from 
Jd.  to  Id.  Preserved  milk  is  raised  from  20  to 
25  per  cent. :  that,  again,  is  protection.    And  so 
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it  goes  on ;  and  possibly  the  worst  point  is  the 
initial  mistake  made  in  Schedule  A — namely, 
that  tea,  upon  which  there  is  not  a  protective 
duty  at  all,  but  simply  a  revenue  duty,  and 
which  was  formerly  charged  6d.  in  the  pound, 
has  now  been  reduced  to  4d.  This  entails  a  loss 
of  £84,000  of  revenue,  and  through  this  initial 
mistake  the  Treasurer  has  found  it  necessary  to 
put  heavier  rates  of  duty  on  all  sorts  of  other 
articles  to  make  up  that  loss  of  £34,000.     I 
venture  to  say  that  no  one  who  buys  tea  in 
small  quantities — by  the  pound — will  feel  this 
reduction  in  the  slightest  degree.    The  only 
persons  who  will  be  benefited  will  he  large  run- 
holders  who  get  their  tea  in  large  quantities ; 
and  I  think  that  the  decision  of  the  Treasurer 
to  reduce  the  duty  on  tea  by  2d.  a  pound  has 
produced  an  altogether  unnecessary  reduction. 
Nearly  every  article  of  consumption  has  been 
so  reduced  in  price  of  late   years  that  this 
article  might  be  said  to  be  thoroughly  well 
suited  to  bear  a  moderate  duty.    Then,  again, 
coffee  is  reduced,  and  coffee  essence  has  been 
raised    from    15    per    cent,  to    20   per   cent., 
and  syrups  have  also  been  protected;  and  I 
do  not  think  it  is  wise  to  protect  these  articles 
of  consumption  so  as   to   raise   their  prices. 
Then  we  come  to  a  thing  which  is  most  unjust, 
■  I  think.     We  find  that  the  duty  on  proprie- 
tary medicines  has  been  raised  to  40  per  cent., 
where  it  was  formerly  25  per  cent.    There  are 
many  of  these  medicines,   such  as  Fellows's 
Hypophosphites  and  Parish's  Chemical  Food, 
and  also  emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil,  and  upon 
all  these  the  duty  has  been  raised  to  40  per 
cent.,  so  that  we  are  taxing  ^ the  unfortunate 
invalids — many  of  them  poor  people — in  order 
to  raise  our  revenue  and  make  up  for  the  loss 
upon  tea.    Then,  the  next  thing  is  another  40 
per  cent,  upon  wearing  apparel  made  by  British 
or  foreign  tailors  and  dressmakers :  it  will  be 
those  wlio  reside  in  the  colony  and  order  their 
clothes  from  Home  who  will  have  to  pay  that 
duty.     I  do  not  attach  very  muoh  importance 
to  that,  but  it  does  appear  to  me  to  be  some- 
what mean  and  petty  to  tax  a  limited  class  in 
this  way.    I  think,  notwithstanding  this  extra 
tax,  that  people  who  wish  to  do  so  will  still  get 
their  clothes  from  England.      An  honourable 
member  has  reminded  me  that  it  is  getting  late, 
so  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council 
at  any  great  length.    I  may  mention  that  by 
clause  29  of  "  The  Customs  Laws  Consolidation 
Act,  1882,"  10  per  cent,  is  added  to  the  market 
value  of  the  article  imported,  so  that  in  this 
case  people  will  have  to  pay  50  per  cent.    I 
question  whether  it  is  wise  to  charge  such  an 
excessive  rate,  and  I  am  doubtful  whether  it 
will  increase  the  revenue.    It  has  been  shown 
that    it    will    possibly  mean    an    increase  of 
£2,000;  but,  in  the  meantime,  it  will  certainly 
create  a  great  deal  of  annoyance  and  irritation. 
Then,  the  duty  on  boots  has  been  raised  from 
20  per  cent,  to  22J  per  cent. ;  china  and  glass- 
ware has  been   raised  from   15  per  cent,   to 
20  per  cent. ;  and,  in  fact,  almost  everything 
that  is  consumed  by  the  mass  of  the  people 
is  increased  by  about  5  per  cent.     Even  sta- 
tionery and  writing-paper  not  otherwise  enu- 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharaeyn 


merated  is  raised   from  10  per    cent,  to  15 
per  cent.    Then,  the  duty  on  cartridges  has 
been  raised  from  15  per  cent,  to  some  com- 
plicated arrangement  of  Is.  6d.  per  100.    That 
is  no    doubt  intended  to  benefit  the   Auck- 
land cartridge-faccory,  so  that  probably  there 
will   not  be  a  great  deal  of  revenue  derived 
from  it,  and  a  great  amount  of  money  will  go 
into  the  pockets  of  the  shareholders  of  that 
company.     The  duty  on  brooms  and  brushes 
has  been  raised  from  20  per  cent,  to  25  per 
cent. ;  and,  really,  what  is  very  unfair  is  the 
oppressive  duty  which  has  been  placed  on  all 
agricultural  machinery.    This  extra  duty  has 
been  placed  on  machinery  in  order  to  protect 
the  manufacture  of  these  implements  in  the 
colony  ;  but  it  will  be  an  additional  tax  neces- 
sarily on  farmers  and  others,  and  the  whole 
thing  does  seem  to  me  to  be  exceedingly  unfair, 
and  is,  to  my  mind,  a  foolish  arrangement  from 
beginning  to  end.   The  revenue  is  thrown  away 
quite  unnecessarily  in  the  case  of  tea,  fencing- 
wire,  and   other  articles,  and  to  make  it  up 
there  are  other  duties  imposed  which  will  prove 
very  oppressive  to   the  people  of  the  colony. 
I   think  I  have  given   ample  proof  that   the 
new  tariff   is  unwise   and   unjust;    and   per- 
haps, in  the  immediate  interests  of  the  people 
of    this   country,  it  would   be  wise  to  follow 
the  advice  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  and  lay 
the  Bill  aside.     But  I  do  not  think  the  Coun- 
cil is  prepared  to  take  so  great  a  step  as  that, 
and,  in  the  remoter  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  colony,  I  think  it  would  be  an  unwise 
thing  to  do.    It  would  be  better  to  let  them 
experience  what  will  be  the  effect  of  this  tariff 
upon  their  own  individual  interests.     We  must 
allow   the  people  in   this  case,  as   in    many 
others,   to  buy  their  experience  at  whatever 
cost.      Whatever  the    objections  might  have 
been  to  the  tariff  of  1888,  popularly  known  as 
the  "Black  Budget,"  it  appears  to  me   that 
this  tariff  is  still  worse.  I  think  it  might  well  be 
called  the  "  tinkering  tariff  "  of  1895,  for  the  law 
has  been  tinkered  with  in  this  Bill  in  the  most 
illogical  and  thoroughly  foolish  manner,  and  the 
way  in  which  the  schedules  have  been  prepared 
is  really  a  disgrace.     In  the  existing  tariff  you 
can  readily  get  at  the  amount  of  duty  it  is  ar- 
ranged to  levy,  as  there  is  a  fixed  sort  of  classi- 
fication.    But  here  you  find  boots,  saddlery, 
ironmongery,  and  so  forth  mixed  up  together, 
so  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  find  out 
what  is  taxed  and  what  is  not ;  and  I  reaily 
think,  taking  it  all  together,  this  tariff  is  more 
unfair,  and  will  do    more  to   interfere   with 
the  course  of  business,  than  any  tariff  that  has 
ever  before  been  passed  in  this  colony.    In  fact, 
I  think  that  the  very  mistakes  in  this  tariff  are 
bo  palpable  that  it  will  tend  to  create  a  re- 
action in  the  country  in  favour  of  free- trade 
and  industrial  freedom,  and  that  is  what  I 
think  we  want.    When  a  working-man  finds  his 
wages  are  less  and  his  expenses  on  the  increase, 
and  when   a  woman   finds  that   her  dresses 
cost  more,  and  when  she  goes  into  a  shop  and 
finds  she  has  to  pay  more  for  boots  and  shoes 
for  herself  and  her*  children,  and  for  groceries 
and  other  articles  of  consumption,  both   the 
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men  and  the  women  will  know  exactly  what  to 
think  of  the  persons  who  produced  such  an  ex- 
ceedingly mixed-up  system  of  taxation.  I  think 
when  the  people  have  had  this  experience  they 
will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  majority  which  have  supported 
this  tariff,  "have  done  those  things  which  they 
ought  not  to  have  done,  and  have  left  undone 
those  things  which  they  ought  to  have  done, 
and  there  is  no  [political]  health  in  them." 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Counoil  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  1st  October,  1895. 

Kaipara  Fish -curing  Industry  —  Clive  Protective 
works— Hours  of  Sitting  — Dress  making— State 
Forests— Tiuwald  Letter-delivery— Awarua  and 
Waiinarino  Blocks— Harbour  and  Education  Re- 
serves Bill  —  Wairaki  Road  works  —  Norse  wood 
Forest  Reserve— Master  ton  Murderer— Better- 
ments Bill  —  Home  for  Incurables  —  Hokitika 
University  Reserve  —  Unemployed  —  Mounted 
Corps'  Carbines— Sinking  Fond— Bank  of  New 
Zealand  Estates  Realisation  Board— The  Agent- 
General  —  Vacant  Judgeship  —  Public  Works 
Statement  —  Banking  Legislation  —  Gold  fields 
and  Mines— Supply. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- past  two 
•o'clock. 

Prayers. 

KAIPARA  FISH-CURING  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Minister  having 
charge  of  the  Marine  Department,  Whether  he 
is  aware  of  the  hardship  that  will  he  caused  to 
the  fishermen  and  people  engaged  in  the  fish- 
curing  industry  at  Kaipara  by  the  new  regula- 
tions re  the  close  season  for  mullet ;  and,  If  so, 
will  he  amend  the  regulations  in  such  a  way 
that,  while  protecting  the  fish,  will  cause  the 
least  possible  inconvenience  to  the  people  in 
the  business  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  this  was  a  difficult  matter 
to  settle.  There  was  a  conflict  of  interests 
and  opinions  locally  on  the  subject.  The  new 
regulations  made  the  close  season  for  Kaipara 
Harbour  from  the  1st  December  to  the  31st 
March,  and  made  it  applicable  to  the  whole 
harbour.  The  season  for  the  other  side  of  the 
Island  from  the  Bay  of  Islands  to  the  North 
Gape  was  from  the  20th  December  to  the  20th 
March,  but  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  there  had 
recommended  that  it  should  be  altered  to  the 
same  period  as  was  now  fixed  for  Kaipara.  It 
was  said  that  the  fish  began  to  spawn  in  Novem- 
ber, and  it  was  alleged  that  the  destruction  of 
fish,  if  the  beginning  of  the  close  season  was 
too  late,  was  caused  not  only  by  the  taking  of 
the  fish  in  spawn,  but  also  by  the  fish  being 
frightened  and  caused  to  drop  their  6pawn  in 
deep  water.  The  honourable  member,  with  a 
representative  from  the  district,  a  few  days  ego 
waited  upon  him  and  placed  information  of  a 
practical  character  before  him.  He  had  replied 
that  he  would  go  into  the  matter,  in  order  to 
see  whether  the  defects  that  existed  could  be 


remedied ;  and,  although  he  could  not  make 
any  definite  promise,  his  desire  was  to  meet 
the  difficulty  if  it  was  found  to  exist. 

CLIVE  PROTECTIVE  WORKS. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Premier,  If  he 
will  place  upon  the  supplementary  estimates  a 
sum  of  money  as  grant-in-aid  to  the  residents 
in  the  Clive  district,  in  Hawke's  Bay,  for  pro- 
tective works  against  floods,  on  the  same 
grounds  as  assistance  was  granted  last  year  to 
the  residents  at  Meanee  ?  Only  last  week  there 
was  again  considerable  water  in  the  river,  and 
the  township  was  flooded  and  nearly  came  to 
being  submerged.  Assistance  had  been  granted 
to  the  people  of  Meanee  last  session,  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  extend  the  same 
consideration  to  the  people  of  Clive  by  putting 
a  sum  on  the  estimates  to  help  them. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  a  petition  had  been 
received  from  Mr.  Mcllroy  and  others  praying 
that  a  grant  should  be  given  for  this  purpose  at 
the  rate  of  10s.  for  every  pound  collected.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knew,  of  course,  that 
the  question  of  these  rivers  was  a  very  diffioult 
matter  to  deal  with.  He  would  like  to  have 
from  the  people  of  the  distriot  interested  some 
idea  as  to  what  they  suggested  in  connection 
with  the  matter.  If  their  scheme  was  satisfac- 
tory, then  the  question  would  be  considered 
when  the  public-works  estimates  were  under 
consideration,  with  a  view  to  assistance  being 
given  if  thought  desirable  by  the  Government. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  would  telegraph 
that  afternoon,  and  endeavour  to  get  the  in- 
formation the  Minister  wanted. 

HOURS  OF  SITTING. 
Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  will  during  the  recess  take  into 
consideration  the  desirability  of  altering  the 
Standing  Orders  so  as  the  House  shall  meet 
each  sitting-day  during  the  sesRion  at  half-past 
ten  a.m.,  and  then  have  one  day  during  each 
week  set  apart  entirely  for  Committee- work,  and 
thus  save  the  necessity  for  late  night  sittings  ? 
It  was  the  general  opinion  of  honourable  mem- 
bers that  something  practical  might  be  done  to 
shorten  the  late  sittings.  There  could  be  very 
little  doubt,  if  any  one  would  only  look  at 
the  photographs  in  the  cabinet  pictures  in  the 
lobby,  that  on  account  of  the  late  sittings  the 
colony  was  fast  losing  some  of  its  best  men;  If 
some  alteration  could  be  made  for  one  day  being 
set  apart  for  Committee-work,  the  House  could 
meet  in  the  morning  and  so  get  through  its 
work,  and  thus  avoid  very  late  sittings.  If  one 
day  was  insufficient  for  the  work,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  the  House  adjourning  until 
half-past  two  the  following  day  and  so  over- 
taking the  work;  and  members  who  were  on 
Committees  could  still  attend,  and  there  could 
be  a  fixed  time  for  each  Committee  to  sit. 
This  arrangement  would  also  be  a  great  con- 
cession to  those  petitioners  who  had  to  attend 
parliamentary  Committees  during  the  session. 
At  present  a  great  number  of  witnesses  had  to 
wait  in  Wellington  for  a  Committee  to  meet, 
and  then  very  often  had  to  go   away  home 
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through  lack  of  means,  without  having  come 
before  the  Committee  at  all.  It  would  take  a 
very  long  petition  indeed  that  could  not  be  dealt 
with  in  one  day.  For  these  reasons  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  consider  the  matter 
during  the  reoess,  and  if  they  could  bring 
forward  a  better  proposal  to  avoid  late  hours 
than  the  one  he  had  suggested  he  should  be 
very  glad. 

Mr.  SED DON  said  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  had  met  that  morning,  and  draft 
proposals  were  submitted  to  it.  At  this  period 
of  the  session,  however,  the  Committee  thought 
it  was  advisable  to  inform  the  House  that 
they  were  unable  to  take  the  matter  suggested 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  upon  its  merits. 
The  Committee  also  advised  that  early  next 
session  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  should 
be  called  together  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing proposals  for  the  amendment  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders.  The  phase  of  the  question  raised 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Government  during  the  recess. 
He  might  say  that  for  many  years  he  had 
thought  they  should  try  morning  sittings.  The 
Government  also  thought  that  some  effort 
should  be  made  to  give  more  time  for  motions 
and  for  private  members'  business.  These  were 
matters  which  the  Government  would  take  into 
their  consideration.  For  a  very  long  period  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  would 
not  get  on  with  the  business  unless  there  was 
occasionally  a  night  sitting  to  act  as  a  warning 
to  members  not  to  speak  too  muoh  during  the 
day. 

DRESSMAKING. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Minister  of  Labour,  If 
he  is  aware  that,  on  the  pretence  of  being  ap- 
prenticed to  dressmaking,  large  numbers  of 
young  girls  are  induced  to  give  their  services  in 
workrooms  for  considerable  periods  without  the 
slightest  remuneration  from  those  who  enjoy 
the  benefit,  and  without  any  legal  obligation 
on  the  part  of  their  employers  to  teach  them  a 
trade,  or  in  any  way  repay  them  for  the  time 
expended  or  the  work  performed  ?  If  so,  will  he 
introduce  legislation  to  put  a  stop  to  the  abase  ? 
If  he  was  correctly  informed,  this  system  was 
worse  than  ordinary  sweating.  It  was  not  a 
case  of  employing  female  labour  at  less  than  a 
living  wage,  but  of  employing  it  at  no  wage  at 
all.  He  was  informed  that  during  the  busy 
season  for  dressmakers — that  was,  about  Christ- 
mas and  during  the  summer  holidays — numbers 
of  young  girls  were  sought  for  and  employed  as 
apprentices  to  the  dressmaking,  and  no  wages 
were  paid.  They  were  employed  for  eight  hours 
daily  in  running  messages,  picking  up  pins,  and 
sweeping.  That  work  was,  he  believed,  done 
by  them  cheerfully  because  they  looked  forward 
to  the  time  when  they  would  eventually  develop 
into  improvers  or  dressmakers  and  would  re- 
ceive payment  for  their  services.  By-and-by 
the  dull  season  came  on,  and  before  they  got 
any  wages  they  were  turned  adrift,  much  in 
the  same  way  as  unripe  apples  dropped  from 
the  tree  when  they  were  affected  by  the  codlin- 
moth.  There  were  no  rules  regarding  length  of 
term  of  apprenticeship  for  female  labour.  In 
Mr.  Mill* 


some  places  it  was  three  months,  in  others  six,, 
in  others  twelve.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Minis- 
ter of  Labour  whether,  in  his  opinion,  this  was 
fair  treatment,  seeing  there  was  no  written 
bond  to  entitle  the  girls  to  earn  wages  after 
spending  twelve  months  in  an  apprenticeship- 
of  the  kind;  they  had  very  often,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases,  to  fall  back  upon  domestic  ser- 
vice. A  great  injustice  was  being  done  to  some 
hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  girls  in  New 
Zealand  who  were  employed  in  that  way. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  asked  whether  he  thought  the  treat- 
ment these  girls  received  was  fair.  No;  but 
he  did  not  think  that  an  injustice  of  the  kind 
was  done  to  some  thousands  of  girls  in  the 
oolony.  There  was  no  doubt,  however,  that  an 
injustice  of  the  kind  was  done  to  a  number 
of  girls,  who  were  almost  children,  every  year 
in  New  Zealand.  He  had  repeatedly  called 
attention  to  the  matter,  and  so  had  his  In- 
spectors. It  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill  of  last  session  was 
brought  in.  He  had  another  Master  and  Ap- 
prentice Bill  in  hand  this  session,  which  he 
should  be  glad  to  pass  if  he  could  get  the  chance 
to  do  so.  He  had  only  to  say  that  he  believed 
this  and  other  evils  under  the  apprentice  sys- 
tem in  New  Zealand  were  sufficiently  glaring 
to  force  Parliament  to  deal  with  them  by 
passing  an  Act  which  would  settle  the  ques- 
tion. 

STATE  FORESTS. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  has  considered  the  question  of 
amending  the  license-fees  for  cutting  timber  in 
State  forests,  as  mentioned  at  a  deputation  of 
settlers  from  the  Croydon  Village  Settlement, 
at  Gore,  on  Wednesday,  12th  December,  1894 ; 
and  whether  he  cannot  see  his  way  to  make 
a  substantial  reduction  in  the  present  rates?' 
This  was  not  the  first  time  that  the  question 
had  been  brought  under  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  There  were  a  large  number 
of  men  engaged  in  bush-felling  in  Southland, 
and  many  of  them  were  located  where  this 
question  had  arisen ;  and  he  hoped  the  answer 
he  would  receive  would  be  favourable  to  them. 
He  believed  the  Minister  was  anxious  to  meet 
the  men  as  far  as  he  possibly  could,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  question  of  the  fees  would  be 
reconsidered,  with  the  result  that  a  favourable 
reply  would  be  given. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  question  had 
been  very  carefully  considered  by  himself  on  a 
petition  he  had  received  on  the  subject,  and 
after  meeting  a  deputation  at  Gore.  It  was 
not  considered,  however,  by  the  Government 
desirable  to  make  any  exception  to  the  rates 
charged  for  cutting  timber  in  the  various 
bushes  in  Southland.  He  found  the  prioes 
were  as  follow:  For  posts  and  rails,  4s.  per 
hundred ;  fencing-stakes,  2s.  per  hundred ;  and 
firewood,  Is.  per  cord.  He  did  not  think  these 
rates  were  too  high.  If  he  thought  a  regulation, 
could  be  made  whereby  the  bush  could  be  dealt 
with  differently  the  question  would  receive* 
further  consideration. 
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TINWALD  LETTER-DELIVERY. 

Mr.  MASLIN  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  it  is  his  intentioo  to  give  effect  to  the  re- 
peated requests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Tin w aid  for  a  daily  letter-delivery  within  the 
town  ?  It  was  not  an  unreasonable  thing  the 
people  of  Tinwald  were  asking  for,  seeing  that 
this  concession  had  been  made  to  other  sub- 
urban towns  of  Ashburton,  and  considering  that 
this  was  one  of  the  most  important. 

Mr.  WARD  said  further  inquiries  were  being 
made  in  the  matter.  At  present  it  did  not 
appear  that  there  was  sufficient  business  to 
warrant  the  request  being  aoceded  to,  but  he 
hoped,  as  improvement  was  going  on  in  the 
district,  that  next  year  it  might  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  warrant  it. 

AWARUA  AND  WAIMARINO  BLOCKS. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  it  really  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  put  a  betterment-tax  upon  the  Awarua  and 
Waimarino  Blocks  ?  If  so,  does  he  propose  to 
advertise  the  fact,  so  that  intending  purchasers 
may  be  aware  of  this  drawback  ?  During  the 
reoess  he  had  been  constantly  asked  by  various 
people  whether  it  was  advisable  to  settle  on 
these  blocks,  and  hitherto  he  had  strongly  re- 
commended it.  But  under  the  Betterments  Bill 
— which  had  not  passed  this  year,  but  might 
next — the  whole  of  this  land  would  be  subject 
to  a  very  grievous  tax ;  the  amount  was  not 
stated,  but  it  would  probably  be  a  very  heavy 
one ;  and  it  seemed  to  him,  as  the  Minister  was 
now  advertising  a  great  amount  of  this  land, 
there  should  be  some  notification  of  the  effect 
of  this  tax.  He  failed  to  see  how  anybody 
could  settle  on  this  land  while  this  tax  might 
at  any  moment  be  imposed. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  quite  evident 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  bad  not  looked 
into  the  matter,  and  had  not  considered  the 
Betterments  Bill.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to 
give  the  information  at  present,  or  to  issue  a 
notice  to  intending  settlers,  that  a  betterment 
tax  would  come  into  force,  seeing  that  the  Bill 
was  not  passed.  It  was  for  the  House  and 
not  for  the  Government  to  say  whether  the  Bill 
should  pass  or  not.  The  next  question  that 
arose  if  the  Bill  did  pass  was  that  these  settlers 
would  have  the  right  to  express  their  opinion 
by  voting  whether  they  would  have  the  Bill 
brought  into  force  in  their  district  or  not.  It 
was  entirely  optional  for  themselves,  and  was 
not  a  question  the  Government  could  inter- 
fere in. 

HARBOUR  AND  EDUCATION  RESERVES 
BILL. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  has  any  intention  of  reintroducing 
the  Harbour  and  Education  Reserves  Bill  this 
session  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  at  this  stage  of 
the  session  it  was  impossible  to  get  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  such  a  large  question  passed  through 
the  House.  However,  if  the  House  made  good 
progress  this  week,  the  Government  might  be 
able  to  introduce  it. 


WAIRAKI  ROADWORKS. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,— (I.)  If  it  is  the  case  that  the 
men  employed  on  the  Wairaki  Road,  near 
Pemberton,  were  on  discharge  subjected  to  the 
hardship  of  being  kept  waiting  for  three  weeks 
for  the  money  they  had  earned  ?  If  such  was  the 
case,  why  were  they  so  treated  ?  (2.)  Is  it  true 
that  orders  have  been  issued  that  after  existing 
contracts  for  road-making  are  completed  the 
number  of  days  on  which  unmarried  men  are- 
to  be  allowed  to  work  in  each  week  is  to  be 
reduced  ;  and,  if  so,  to  how  few  ?  He  had  re- 
ceived communications  stating  that  these  were 
facts. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  in  regard  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question,  he  was  informed  by 
the  department  that  it  was  not  the  case  that 
the  men  were  kept  out  of  their  wages  for  three- 
weeks.  In  regard  to  the  second  part,  no  such 
orders  had  been  given.  The  system  in  existence 
was  that  the  married  men  who  were  on  the 
land  got  four  days'  work  on  the  roads,  and  two 
days  to  work  on  their  own  land ;  married  men 
with  families  non-resident  got  three  days  a 
week;  and  single  men  got  two  days.  If  the 
system  were  altered  more  money  would  havo  to- 
be  found  to  keep  the  men  employed.  It  was 
entirely  a  question  of  money.  If  the  Govern* 
ment  had  sufficient  money  to  employ  the  men 
regularly  they  would  do  so,  but,  as  honourable 
members  knew,  in  the  early  part  of  the  session 
there  were  so  many  unemployed  to  provide  for 
that  it  was  necessary  to  give  them  all  a  share 
of  what  money  the  Government  had,  and  that 
was  the  reason  why  the  number  of  days  was 
reduced. 

NORSEWOOD  FOREST  RESERVE. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,. 
As  the  forest  reserve  near  Norsewood  was 
now  claimed  under  an  Act  which  requires, 
speoial  legislation  to  lift  all  or  any  portion  of 
the  reserve  thereon,  and  as  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  reserve  is  well  suited  for  settlement 
and  useless  for  timber  and  acclimatisation  pur- 
poses, will  the  Minister  introduce  a  short  Bill 
to  lift  the  reserve  from  such  position  this  ses- 
sion? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  true  this 
reserve  was  in  a  different  position  from  other - 
reserves  for  forest  purposes  throughout  the 
country,  the  reserve  having  been  made  before 
tho  legislation  by  which  it  oould  be  reserved 
by  Proclamation  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  He  was  informed  by  legal  authorities 
that  this  could  only  be  done  by  Act,  and  he 
was  afraid,  at  this  stage  of  the  session,  it  waa 
impossible  to  bring  down  a  Bill  and  get  it 
passed.  However,  in  the  early  part  of  next 
session  he  would  bring  down  a  Bill. 

MASTERTON  MURDERER. 
Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
What  is  the  full  significance  of  the  sentence 
lately  passed  upon  Somerville,  the  Masterton 
murderer — namely,  "  to  be  confined  during  her 
Majesty's  pleasure " ;  and  is  it  possible  that 
Somerville  may  be  released  on  the  certificate  of 
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one  or  more  medical  men  that  he  is  of  sane 
mind ;  and,  if  so,  have  the  Government  power, 
and  will  they  use  such  power,  to  prevent  such 
an  occurrence,  seeing  that  human  life  might  be 
jeopardized  thereby?  He  had  received  letters 
from  gentlemen  who  had  known  Somerville  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  who  felt  convinced  that 
the  sentence  ought  to  have  been  carried  out, 
feeling  that,  if  Somerville  were  released,  he 
might  perpetrate  a  similar  act  again.  They 
-wished  to  know  what  was  the  significance  of 
the  sentence  that  had  been  passed  on  him. 
Did  it  mean  that  he  might  be  released  on  the 
certificate  of  the  medical  man  that  he  was 
again  of  sound  mind?  and,  if  so,  would  the 
Minister  take  such  steps  as  to  be  assured  that 
a  sufficient  number  of  medical  men  should 
certify  to  his  sanity,  so  that  there  might  be 
no  chance  of  any  mishap  again  ? 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  statute  provided  that 
if  a  medical  man  certified  that  a  prisoner  who 
had  been  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity 
was  of  sound  mind,  and  thought  there  was 
no  danger,  he  might  be  discharged.  Needless 
to  say,  the  Qovernment  would  take  every  pos- 
sible precaution  that  Somerville  should  not  be 
discharged  unless  there  was  warrant  to  authorise 
its  being  done. 

BETTERMENTS  BILL. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  As  the  Betterments  Bill  would  prove  a 
cruel  injustice  to  the  settlers  in  and  around 
Pahiatua,  Mangatainoko,  Woodville,  and  Dane- 
virke,  if  applied  to  the  Eketahuna  Railway, 
will  he  say  if  it  is  intended  to  apply  to  that 
section,  and,  if  so,  will  he  eliminate  that  por- 
tion before  it  comes  on  for  second  reading? 
The  question  referred  to  the  operation  of  the 
Betterments  Bill  in  regard  to  the  district  alluded 
to.  If  he  read  the  Bill  aright  it  meant  that  all 
the  lands  from  the  south  end  of  the  terminus 
on  both  sides  of  the  line  might  be  taxed  to  one- 
half  the  unimproved  value  when  the  line  was 
constructed.  He  would  point  out  that  the  land 
on  each  side  might  be  improved  in  value  and 
would  have  done  so  had  the  line  not  been  made, 
and  if  the  settlers  were  taxed  under  the  Bill  it 
would  be  an  injustice  to  them.  The  settlers  bad 
been  there  many  years,  and  had  suffered  all 
the  inconvenience  arising  from  living  in  a  re- 
mote district,  while  other  portions  of  Hawke's 
Bay  and  Wellington  had  the  full  enjoyment  of 
a  constructed  line,  and  those  people  would  not 
be  called  upon  to  pay  any  betterment- tax.  He 
would  like  to  have  some  assurance  from  the 
Minister  for  Railways  that  the  people  living  on 
that  line  would  not  be  taxed  under  this  measure 
if  it  came  into  operation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  got  in  a  very  nice  little  speech,  and 
no  doubt  his  constituents  would  appreciate  it. 
'The  honourable  gentleman  would  be  relieved  by 
the  answer  he  was  about  to  give.  The  Better- 
ments Bill  would  not  apply  to  this  railway.  The 
interpretation  clause  stated  that  "railway" 
meant  any  of  the  railways  specified  in  the  First 
"Schedule,  and  every  railway  and  section  of  rail- 
way constructed  by  the  Grown  after  the  corn- 
er. HaU 


mencement  of  the  Act.  This  line  was  not 
inoluded  in  the  schedule,  and  would  be  prac- 
tically, if  not  actually,  constructed  prior  to  the 
Aot  coming  into  operation. 

HOME  FOR  INCURABLES. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Qovernment, 
Whether  they  will  establish  a  home  for  the 
incurables  of  the  colony?  This  was  the  one 
charitable-aid  institution  lacking  in  the  colony. 
There  were  a  number  of  oases  of  incurables 
who  could  not  get  relief  in  hospitals  because 
they  only  came  in  for  a  short  time,  and  were 
shunted  from  one  local  body  to  another,  and 
had  to  come  back  on  their  friends,  and  these 
cases  often  meant  ruin  to  the  people  who  had 
to  support  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  question  was  very 
indefinite.  He  did  not  know  to  what  class  of 
incurables  the  honourable  gentleman  referred. 
There  were  incurable  inebriates  to  be  dealt  with 
under  a  Bill  introduced  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Lyttelton.  However,  in  the  interests  of 
suffering  humanity,  the  matter  which  had  been 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  receive  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

HOKITIKA  UNIVERSITY  RESERVE. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  has  caused  notice  to  be 
given  cancelling  the  lease  now  held  by  Mr. 
Craig  of  the  University  Reserve  near  Hoki- 
tika,  on  the  ground  that  payable  gold  has 
been  discovered  on  the  reserve  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  subjeot  of  this 
question  was  at  the  present  time  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Government,  and  he  thought 
that,  in  the  interests  of  the  Government  and 
of  all  concerned,  he  should  not  say  anything 
on  the  subject.  He  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  better  withdraw  the  question 
in  the  meantime. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  was  quite  willing  to  do 
that;  but  could  the  Minister  give  him  an  as- 
surance with  regard  to  this?  He  had  heard 
that  a  rumour  was  in  circulation  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Land  Board 
there  to  sell  this  reserve. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  no  information  of 
that  sort  had  reached  the  department  here, 
or  the  Government,  and  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  statement. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  he  would  renew  the 
question  that  day  week. 

UNEMPLOYED. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
When  he  will  submit  (as  promised  by  him  on 
the  11th  instant)  to  this  House  a  motion  refer- 
ring to  the  Gold  fields  and  Mines  Committee, 
for  its  consideration  and  report,  the  following 
scheme  for  rendering  assistance  to,  and  finding 
employment  for,  a  large  number  of  the  "  unem- 
ployed" workers  in  the  colony:  (1)  That  the 
several  goldfields  in  the  colony  be  divided  into 
districts ;  (2)  that  in  each  district "  unemployed" 
workmen  should  be  employed  in  constructing 
water-races    and   reservoirs,   and   in  working 
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auriferous  ground,  all  such  work  to  be  under- 
taken and  carried  out  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  mining  inspectors  of  practical  ex- 
perience ;  (3)  that  such  wages  be  paid  to  the 
workmen  employed  as  will  amount  to  a  reason- 
able and  fair  rate  of  remuneration  for  the  work 
done;  (4)  that  all  gold  obtained  from  such 
work  shall  become  the  property  of  the  Grown ; 

(5)  that  at  least  £50,000  per  annum  be  ex- 
pended as  wages,  provided  that  work  to  that 
amount  is  performed  by  the  workmen  employed ; 

(6)  that  the  rental  of  10s.  per  acre  per  annum 
charged  to  miners  for  valleys,  hill-tops,  gullies, 
and  creeks  be  reduced  to  the  same  rate  per 
annum  as  that  charged  to  settlers  for  Grown 
lands  let  to  them?  He  perceived  that  the 
Minister  had  put  a  notice  on  the  Order  Paper 
on  the  subject.  As  the  Government  had  control 
of  the  Order  Paper,  he  could  only  express  a 
hope  that  the  Government  would  at  once  bring 
that  motion  before  the  House,  and  allow  the 
matter  referred  in  his  question  to  be  discussed, 
and  also  referred  to  the  Goldfields  Committee 
for  consideration  and  report. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  he  had  already  given 
notioe  of  various  resolutions,  and  it  was  in- 
tended to  endeavour  to  get  them  before  the 
Goldfields  Committee.  As  for  discussing  all 
these  motions  in  the  House,  he  did  not  know 
how  far  the  business  of  the  House  would  permit 
of  that  being  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  it  would  be  possible  to 
move  the  resolutions  pro  fornid  for  the  purpose 
of  sending  them  to  the  Goldfields  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  by  leave  of  the 
House  that  could  be  done  as  soon  as  the  ques- 
tions were  disposed  of,  and  any  of  the  usual 
motions  of  adjournment  for  discussing  ques- 
tions and  the  answers  given  to  them. 

MOUNTED  CORPS'  CARBINES. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Defence  Minister, 
What  weapon  is  intended  to  replace  the  obsolete 
carbines  now  issued  to  mounted  corps  ?  When 
may  we  expect  the  new  weapon  to  be  issued  to 
the  mounted  corps  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  future  weapon  for 
mounted  corps  would  be  the  Martini- Henry 
carbine.  The  new  weapons  had  been  ordered 
from  England,  and  would  be  issued  as  soon  as 
possible  after  they  were  received  in  the  colony. 

SINKING  FUND. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  the  following  extract  from  the  Otago  Daily 
Times,  of  the  9th  September,  is  a  correct 
report  of  what  he  said  at  Invercargill :  "In 
order  to  insure  the  repayment  of  this  £83,898 
18s.,  he  had  proposed  to  oreate  a  sinking  fund 
of  Is.  per  cent.,  extending  over  the  currency  of 
the  loan,  so  that  when  the  loan  became  due 
there  would  be  no  deficiency  on  the  £83,398 
18s.,  but  the  whole  amount  would  be  repaid  "? 
If  this  be  a  correct  report,  will  he  inform  the 
House  on  what  occasion  he  proposed  to  Parlia- 
ment to  oreate  such  sinking  fund  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that,  without  saying  any- 
thing offensive  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
he  might  say  that  he  did  not  intend  to  answer 


any  questions  about  newspaper  reports  at  all, 
for  this  reason :  that  if  he  made  statementa 
which  were  reported  in  the  newspapers,  and 
answered  questions  about  them,  it  would  be  an 
endless  business ;  and  honourable  members  who 
found  fault  with  his  statement  had  the  same 
opportunity  as  he  had  of  speaking  publicly. 
He  was  not  responsible  for  any  statements  in 
newspapers,  and  was  not  going  to  be  responsible 
for  them.  Nor  was  he  going  to  allow  himself 
to  be  catechized  in  the  House  about  them,  fur- 
ther than  to  say  that  the  honourable  member 
should  have  looked  at  the  Hansard  reports  upon 
both  questions,  or  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  even  know  of  his  own  knowledge  what 
transpired  in  the  House,  which  should  have 
made  him  aware  that  it  was  impossible  for  him 
(Mr.  Ward)  to  have  made  either  of  the  state* 
ments  as  they  were  put  in  this  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  rule  as  laid  down  in 
the  new  edition  of  May  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Nor  is  it  in  order  to  ask  merely  whether 
certain  things,  such  as  statements  made  in  a 
newspaper,  are  true :  but  attention  may  bo 
drawn  to  such  statements  if  the  member  who 
puts  the  question  makes  himself  responsible 
for  their  accuracy." 

He  had  nothing  further  to  say  beyond  quot- 
ing the  dictum  applicable  to  such  cases. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  ESTATES 
REALISATION  BOARD. 
Mr.  ALLEN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  the  following  extract  from  the  Otago  Daily 
Times,  of  the  9th  September,  is  a  correct  report 
of  what  he  stated  at  Invercargill :  "  They 
placed  the  institution  in  such  a  position  that 
the  Realisation  Board  alone  would  immediately 
commence  to  earn  £64,000  per  annum  upon 
properties  which  up  to  the  present  had  not 
been  earning  a  single  sixpence"?  Of  course, 
after  the  statement  just  made  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  there  was  no  use  asking  this  ques- 
tion. He  only  asked  it  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony  generally,  in  order  to  have  the  matter 
put  right.  He  could  vouch  for  the  copy  of  the 
Times,  but  he  could  not  vouch  for  the  accuracy 
of  the  Times  report.  He  thought  it  necessary, 
if  wrong  statements  were  made,  that  the  first 
opportunity  should  be  taken  of  correcting  them. 
Mr.  WARD  said  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
correcting  newspaper  reports,  and  did  not  in- 
tend to  indulge  in  the  habit.  If  he  were  to  do 
that,  with  the  many  things  he  had  to  attend  to, 
and  were  he  to  undertake  the  further  responsi- 
bility of  going  through  newspaper  reports  of  his 
speeches  and  calling  attention  to  any  inaccu- 
racies in  them,  he  would  be  doing  nothing  else 
half  his  time.  He  did  not  intend  to  do  so.  He 
intended  to  be  judged  by  the  persons  who  heard 
him,  and  if  he  deemed  it  neoessary  to  refer  to 
any  inaccuracies  he  would  do  so  at  his  meet- 
ings. As  honourable  members  knew,  he  spoke 
very  rapidly,  and  he  never  wrote  his  speeches 
before  he  delivered  them.  The  report  in  ques- 
tion, he  was  informed,  had  been  condensed 
from  about  fourteen  columns  to  four  or  five. 
He  was  not  responsible  for  any  such  reports* 
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however  good  they  might  be,  and  did  not  intend 
to  accept  the  responsibility  of  correcting  them. 

THE  AGENT-GENERAL. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  a  fortnight  or 
«o  ago  the  Premier  told  the  House  he  was  too 
busy  to  tell  them  what  was  to  be  done  with 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  the  Agent- 
•General,  but  would  do  so  later  on.  "  Later  on  " 
had  come  now,  and  the  period  of  time  for  which 
'the  Agent- General  had  been  reappointed  was 
soon  about  to  lapse.  Everybody  must  agree 
that  it  was  inexpedient  so  high  an  officer  should 
•be  kept  hanging  on  from  time  to  time,  not 
Jt  no  wing  what  his  appointment  would  be,  and 
it  was  equally  inexpedient  the  colony  should 
not  know  who  their  responsible  representa- 
tive in  England  would  be.  They  had  seen  in 
the  neighbouring  colonies  that  considerable  dif- 
ficulty arose  through  the  Agent-General  being 
kept  hanging  on.  They  ought  to  know  at  once 
what  the  Premier  intended  to  do,  and  whether 
the  present  officer  was  to  receive  a  permanent 
appointment,  or  was  to  be  kept  on  a  string,  not 
knowing  whether  he  would  be  reappointed,  or 
how  long  his  appointment  was  to  last. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  place  the 
stress  on  this  question  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  did.  He  told  him  on  a  former  occa- 
sion it  was  a  trivial  matter,  and  he  said  so  still. 
They  had  a  splendid  staff  in  the  Agent-General's 
Department  in  London.  In  some  instances 
other  colonies  had  been  dispensing  with  their 
Agent- General ;  in  other  cases  the  Agent-Gene- 
ral held  the  position  without  salary,  the  position 
being  honorary.  As  far  as  he  knew,  there  were 
no  large  financial  transactions  going  on ;  there 
was  nothing  except  the  ordinary  departmental 
•obtaining  of  supplies  under  the  various  con- 
tracts. There  was  nothing  at  the  present  time 
of  a  very  important  character.  If  there  were 
anything  of  an  important  nature  that  required 
attention,  then  there  would  be  some  ground 
for  the  honourable  gentleman's  anxiety.  How- 
ever, he  might  tell  him  that,  not  thinking  it  of 
very  much  moment,  the  Government  had  not 
considered  it  since  he  last  spoke,  but  he  would 
endeavour  to  give  him  the  desired  information 
as  soon  as  any  decision  was  arrived  at. 

VACANT  JUDGESHIP. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  there  was  another 
question  he  would  like  to  ask,  and  one  of  still 
greater  importance  than  that  with  reference  to 
the  Agent-General.  The  position  of  Judge  had 
been  kept  dangling  for  a  very  long  while  indeed. 
It  was  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
our  liberty  that  justice  should  not  be  delayed. 
He  maintained  that  justice  was  being  delayed. 
They  had  it  from  the  Law  Society  and  from  the 
Chief  Justice  himself  that  the  work  could  not 
be  overtaken.  It  had  become  almost  a  publio 
scandal  that  this  Judgeship  had  not  been  filled 
up.  The  House  should  insist  that  the  question 
of  the  appointment  should  be  settled  one  way 
or  another  —  whether  a  Judge  should  be  ap- 
pointed or  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  sure  this  Government 
would  be  the  very  last  to  interfere  with  the 
Mr.  Ward 


administration  of  justice.  The  only  Govern- 
ment that  had  interfered  with  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  was  one  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  held  a  seat.  In  respect  to  this 
matter,  he  told  the  House,  when  it  came  under 
the  notice  of  the  Government,  that  he  would 
ask  the  Chief  Justice  to  give  him  a  return 
showing  the  work  done  by  the  various  Judges 
and  the  Courts  held  by  them — the  number  of 
Courts,  Court-work,  and  Chamber-work  done. 
He  thought,  when  dealing  with  this  matter, 
they  ought  to  endeavour  to  avoid  what,  in  his 
opinion,  had  been  a  remissness  in  the  past.  In 
some  parts  of  the  colony  the  Judges  were  over- 
worked, while  in  others  he  thought  the  work 
could  be  changed  so  as  to  make  the  work  more 
evenly  distributed.  The  first  thing  to  be  deter- 
mined was,  whether  the  necessity  existed  for 
the  appointment  of  another  Judge.  That  would 
be  determined  when  he  received  the  information 
he  asked  for.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that  the  com- 
munioation  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  Chief  Justice  had  been  delayed,  but  as  soon 
as  he  got  the  information  he  would  inform 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  the  House  what 
course  the  Government  intended  to  adopt.  If 
the  information  showed  that  delays  were  occa- 
sioned, and  that  the  work  could  not  be  done  by 
the  present  number  of  Judges,  then  the  neces- 
sity would  arise  for  the  appointment,  and  the 
Government  would,  of  course,  make  it.  But 
they  wanted  to  determine  that  first  of  all,  and 
they  had  a  right  to  consider  the  taxpayers  of 
the  colony  in  the  matter. 

Hon.  Members.— Oh ! 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  Yes;  £2,500  seemed 
nothing  to  the  honourable  gentlemen.  Roughly, 
with  expenses  added,  that  was  what  it  amounted 
to.  His  own  opinion  was  that  Ministers  were 
much  harder  worked  than  the  Judges. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  STATEMENT. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  there  was  still  an- 
other question  which  he  would  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Last  session  the  Public 
Works  Statement  was  brought  down  and  hurried 
through  the  House  before  any  honourable  mem- 
ber had  an  opportunity  of  looking  at  it.  It  was 
not  desirable  that  should  be  again  the  case. 
He  would,  therefore,  like  to  ask  the  Premier 
when  they  would  have  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment, and  if  a  fair  time  would  be  allowed  for 
considering  it  before  honourable  members  were 
asked  to  vote  the  estimates  in  globo. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  admit  that  this  session  the  business 
they  had  had  to  transact  had  been  unprece- 
dented in  character.  What  with  the  Banking 
Bill,  the  Tariff  Bill,  and  the  Liquors  Bill,  he 
thought  honourable  members  were  to  be  com- 
plimented on  finding  at  the  end  of  the  four- 
teenth week  that  they  were  alive  and  well,  and 
about  to  deal  with  the  consolidated  estimates. 
Until  they  had  the  finance  assured  under  the 
tariff,  seeing  that  the  moneys  which  were  ob- 
tainable and  necessary  for  public  works  had  to 
be  determined  by  the  amount  they  received 
under  the  tariff,  and  seeing  the  Bill  had  not 
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yet  passed  into  law,  it  was  impossible  for  him 
-to  make  any  Public  Works  Statement. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  they  were  to  have 
£50,000  under  the  tariff. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  latest  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  was  that  there  was  a  loss 
of  something  like  £10,000.  He  saw  already  a 
-spirit  of  repentanoe  on  the  part  of  honourable 
members  for  striking  off  revenue.  They  now 
began  to  see  what  effect  it  would  have  on  the 
Publio  Works  Statement.  However,  they  had 
not  yet  gone  through  the  consolidated  estimates. 
They  intended  in  a  few  moments  to  take  those 
estimates.  Until  they  were  through,  and  the 
Tariff  Bill  was  through,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  commence  his  Publio  Works  Statement. 
He  must  have  an  assured  finance  be- 


3.30. 


fore  he  could  do  that. 


BANKING  LEGISLATION. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  it  was  reported  in  the 
lobbies  and  in  the  country  that  the  House  was 
to  have  more  banking  legislation  this  session. 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  that  was  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  the  only  question 
which  had  shocked  him  for  a  long  time.  It 
■almost  took  his  breath  away.  He  thought  that 
ought  to  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  honour- 
able member.  The  bare  idea  of  more  banking 
legislation  this  session  was  simply  preposterous. 

GOLDFIELDS  AND  MINES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GADMAN,  it  was 
resolved,  That  the  following  questions  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee 
for  consideration  and  report:  (1.)  The  locali- 
ties in  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  utilise 
•and  conserve  water  for  mining  and  irrigation 
purposes  by  the  construction  of  water-races, 
dams,  and  storage  reservoirs.  (2.)  The  method 
in  which  it  would  be  most  advantageous  to  as- 
sist in  the  construction  of  such  works.  (3.)  The 
best  means  by  which  the  mining  industry  can 
be  further  developed,  utilising  the  surplus 
labour  of  the  colony  in  prospecting.  (4.)  The 
best  means  to  be  adopted  to  enoourage  and 
insure  the  investment  of  capital  in  the  deve- 
lopment of  gold -mining  in  the  colony.  (5.) 
Whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  augment  the 
revenue  of  local  bodies  by  imposing  a  royalty 
on  the  production  of  gold  and  other  metal- 
liferous ores  similar  to  that  charged  on  coal. 
ify.)  Whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  grant 
mining  rights  for  areas  of  greater  extent  than 
are  at  present  permitted  by  the  Mining  Act. 
47.)  Whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  extend 
the  periods  of  tenure  under  which  gold-mining 
titles  are  at  present  held.  (8.)  The  extent  to 
which  it  would  be  desirable  to  allow  the  amal- 
gamation and  consolidation  of  gold-mining 
titles.  (9.)  Whether  there  should  be  any 
modification  of  the  requirements  in  the  condi- 
tions at  present  existing  as  to  the  employment 
of  labour  in  working  claims.  (10.)  Whether 
the  number  of  men  required  to  hold  certain 
areas  of  ground  should  be  uniform  for  all 
•classes  of  mining.  (11.)  The  most  desirable 
method  of  utilising  the  water  in  rivers  and 
streams  for  generating  electricity,  and  oonvey- 


ing  it  to  the  places  where  mining  operations 
are  carried  on,  as  a  motive-power  to  work 
mining  machinery.  (12.)  Whether  it  is  desir- 
able to  introduce  legislation  giving  power  to 
erect  poles  on  private  land  for  supporting  wires 
to  convey  electrio  currents  to  work  machinery 
on  goldfields. 

SUPPLY. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

CLA88    II. — COLONIAJ*    S&CBETART's    DBPABT- 

MBNT. 

Audit  Office,  £5,865. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  said  the  vote  last  year  for 
Travelling  Inspectors*  salaries  was  £1,970,  and 
this  year  it  was  £2,300.  Had  there  been  an 
increase  of  salaries,  or  had  another  Inspector 
been  appointed  ?  He  proposed  to  test  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee  at  an  early  stage, 
to  know  whether  there  was  any  chance  of 
making  any  reductions  in  the  estimates.  He 
would,  therefore,  move,  That  this  vote  be  re- 
duoed  by  £1, — with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee  as  to  whether  it  would 
sanction  any  increases  in  salaries  over  £800. 
They  had  that  year  increased  the  taxation 
through  the  Customs;  and  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer admitted  in  the  Financial  Statement  that 
the  spending- power  of  the  community  was  less 
than  it  had  been.  In  the  face  of  these  facts,  he 
did  not  think  theyshould  increase  salaries  over 
£800.  He  did  not  object  to  increases  in  the 
lower  salaries. 

Mr.  WARD  desired  to  explain  that  the  net 
increase  in  this  department  was  only  £33.  The 
increase  in  the  staff  referred  to  had  been  caused 
by  the  transfer  of  an  Audit  officer  from  one 
department,  under  which  his  salary  was  for- 
merly paid,  to  this  department. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  could  not  give 
his  vote  for  a  reduction  of  this  item  by  £1  as 
an  indication  that  there  should  not  be  an  in- 
crease in  any  man's  salary,  however  long  his 
service,  or  however  deserving  he  might  be. 

Mr.  BUD  DO  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Christohuroh  City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith)  was 
altogether  too  liberal  in  nis  ideas  about  salaries. 
In  view  of  the  decrease  in  the  Customs  and 
railway  revenue,  he  did  not  think  the  country 
could  afford  to  pay  for  services  at  higher  rates 
than  were  paid  by  private  firms. 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
time  had  gone  by  for  a  general  discussion.  If 
increases  were  proposed,  he  thought  the  Com- 
mittee should  deal  with  them  on  their  merits 
as  they  arose. 

The  CHAIRMAN  thought  the  discussion,  so 
far,  was  in  order,  but  he  could  not  allow  a 
general  discussion  on  the  whole  of  the  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  asked  if  the  amendment 
would  apply  to  other  items  than  those  in  this 
vote. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  it  would  not. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  progress  be 
reported.  It  was  apparent  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  considered  these  estimates  be- 
fore it  dealt  with  the  question  of  ways  and 
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means  in  connection  with  the  tariff.  Seeing 
that  the  Government  had  imposed  burdens 
upon  the  public,  he  thought  the  Committee 
should  give  them  time  to  reconsider  the  esti- 
mates, and  especially  to  reconsider  whether 
they  were  warranted  in  asking  the  House  to 
grant  increases.  He  did  think  the  Govern- 
ment should  consider  what  the  feeling  of  the 
public  was  with  regard  to  high  salaries,  and 
as  to  whether  the  time  was  not  opportune  for 
them  to  take  back  the  estimates  and  recast 
them  on  the  lines  on  which  labour  was  now  being 
paid  in  the  colony.  They  had  reduced  the  pay 
of  the  workmen  on  the  co-operative  works  by 
from  10  to  20  per  cent.,  and  this  wan  the  right 
time  to  consider  whether  or  not  officers  who 
were  receiving  over  £300  a  year  should  not  be 
reduced,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  the  increases  pro- 
posed in  the  estimates  should  be  taken  off. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  was  against  progress  being  re- 
ported. He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Treasurer 
was  now  in  a  position  to  give  the  informa-* 
tion  he  had  asked  for  on  several  previous  occa- 
sions regarding  the  sinking-fund  debentures, 
aa  he  presumed  that  he  had  got  the  necessary 
information  from  the  Audit  Department.  He 
hoped  the  Treasurer  would  tell  the  House  how 
the  matter  stood,  and  how  the  computation 
regarding  the  amount  of  debentures  issuable 
during  the  year  was  arrived  at. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

Mr.  MASLIN  thought  all  cases  of  increases 
ought  to  be  taken  on  their  merits ;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  should  select 
the  Audit  Department  for  attack,  as  none  of 
the  increases  in  that  department  were  exces- 
sive. In  other  departments  they  were  exces- 
sive. Where  a  salary  required  reducing,  as 
being  excessive,  he  should  be  prepared  to  vote 
accordingly,  apart  from  all  personal  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  did  not  think  that  the 
vote  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  proposed  to  take  in  any  sense  bound  the 
Government,  neither  would  it  be  binding  upon 
members  of  the  House.  With  regard  to  the 
Audit  Department,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  that  there  was  room  for  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  whole  system.  On  account 
of  the  way  in  which  the  business  of  the  de- 
partment was  carried  out,  the  colony  would 
lose  nothing  if  the  whole  of  the  general  audit 
were  swept  away  and  each  department  of  the 
service  were  made  responsible  for  its  own  audit. 
There  was  no  reason  why  the  head  of  each 
department  should  not  be  responsible  for  the 
audit  of  his  own  department;  while  the  only 
power  that  the  Audit  Department  proper  should 
have  should  be  to  control  the  Government  of 
the  day.  He  thought  the  time  would  come 
when  they  would  recognise  that  the  present 
farce  gone  through  in  connection  with  audit 
was  entirely  unnecessary.  He  was  sorry  that 
he  would  not  be  able  to  vote  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City,  but  he 
could  not  do  so  for  the  reasons  he  had  given. 
Each  case  should  be  taken  on  its  merits.  There 
might  be  occasions  where  officers  who  might 
Mr.  Earnshaw 


be  receiving  £300  were  justly  entitled  to  a~ 
small  increase  of  £5  or  £10,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  the  House  would  be  disposed  to- 
lay  down  the  rule  that  no  Government  officer 
should  receive  a  higher  salary  than  £300.  The 
honourable  member  for  Eaiapoi  must  know, 
from  his  experience  of  mercantile  institutions 
in  Christchurch,  that  there  were  institutions 
by  which  much  higher  salaries  than  £300  were 
paid,  and  he  would  point  out  that  there  were 
officers  connected  with  the  Government  of  this 
colony  who  had  as  much  responsibility  laid 
upon  them  as  the  manager  of  any  mercantile 
institution  in  Christchurch.  His  opinion  was 
that,  while  there  were  some  cases  in  which 
increases  were  improperly  proposed,  it  would  be 
a  very  great  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  lay  down  as  a  principle  that  the  maximum 
salary  that  should  be  paid  to  any  one  should 
be  only  £300  a  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON  quite  agreed  with  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton  re- 
garding the  Audit  Office.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  present  audit  system,  subdivided  as 
it  was,  was  very  defective,  and  was  not  being  car- 
ried out  in  the  way  originally  intended.  It  was- 
intended  that  the  Audit  Department  should 
control  the  whole  of  the  accounts  of  the  colony,, 
and  it  might  appear  strange  that  the  present 
Government  had  taken  from  the  Audit  Depart- 
ment the  auditing  of  the  accounts  of  the  Lands 
Department  and  had  placed  that  department 
under  a  separate  audit  system.  The  Govern- 
ment had  done  that  because  they  found  that 
the  Audit  Department  had  not  audited  for  a 
very  long  time  some  of  the  accounts  of  that 
department.  There  were  other  accounts  that 
had  not  been  touched  at  all.  In  one  case — 
that  of  the  magazine-keeper  at  Auckland — the 
accounts  had  not  been  audited  for  three  years : 
a  discrepancy  was  discovered,  and  explauation 
was  asked,  with  the  result  that  the  unfortunate 
man  blew  out  his  brains,  and  subsequently  it 
was  discovered  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of 
£500  in  his  accounts.  At  the  present  time  the 
Government  had  a  dispute  with  the  Audit  Office 
respecting  the  auditing  of  a  portion  of  the  rail- 
way accounts.  The  Railway  Department  had 
a  separate  system  of  audit,  and  the  question 
had  been  raised  whether  the  Auditor- General 
was  entitled  to  audit  that  department.  The 
present  position  of  the  Audit  Department  was 
a  perfect  muddle,  and  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  Government  during  the  recess  to  go  into 
the  whole  question  and  to  submit  to  the  House 
next  session  a  scheme  for  an  entirely  recon- 
structed Audit  Department.  He  had  the 
greatest  respect  for  the  present  Auditor-Gene- 
ral, who  had  done  valuable  service  to  the 
colony,  but,  on  account  of  his  present  state 
of  health,  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  fullest 
investigation  was  demanded,  for  to  go  on  as  at 
present  was  most  undesirable.  The  Chief  Clerk, 
Mr.  Anderson,  had  also  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
retire  on  his  pension,  and  the  principal  work  of 
the  department  practically  devolved  upon  Mr. 
Gavin,  whose  health  was  breaking  down  under 
the  strain.  He  had  oome  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  present  state  of   the  Audit  Depart- 
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merit  was  such  that  he  felt  justified  in  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  it,  with  a  view 
to  the  question  being  gone  into.  He  did  not 
think  the  Railway  Department  should  have  a 
separate  audit,  but  that  there  should  be  one 
department  to  control  the  audit  of  the  whole 
service.  As  regarded  private  companies,  and 
sooieties  that  dealt  with  the  people's  savings,  in 
that  respect  also  the  Audit  Department  should 
audit  their  accounts,  in  order  to  insure  the 
publio  against  loss.  This  was  a  very  large 
question,  and  he  had  simply  given  the  House 
his  opinion  regarding  it,  and  he  trusted  that  he 
would  have  the  assistance  of  honourable  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  in  dealing  with 
the  question  wnen  it  was  brought  down. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the 
Premier  say  that  he  was  going  to  alter  the 
audit  by  bringing  it  back  under  one  system. 
The  suggestion  that  eaoh  department  should 
audit  its  own  accounts  was  a  fallacious  and 
a  wrong  principle.  It  was  best  to  have  one 
auditing  department  for  the  whole  Service.  In 
one  respect  the  Premier  had  been  a  little  hard 
on  the  department,  because  he  believed  that 
for  several  years  past  the  Auditor-General  had 
complained  that  the  department  was  under- 
staffed, and  wanted  more  hands.  That  was  one 
reason  why  there  had  been  delay  at  times  in 
the  work  of  the  department;  and,  with  the 
number  of  departments  growing  every  day, 
there  was  urgent  necessity  for  multiplying  the 
officers,  in  order  to  enable  the  department  to 
overtake  the  work. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  thought  that  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Premier  that  there  should  be 
a  reorganization  of  the  Audit  Department 
might  be  applied  to  other  departments.  He 
was  in  favour  of  the  principle  embodied  in  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith).  There  should 
be  a  decided  expression  of  opinion  by  the  House 
that  it  was  undesirable  in  the  present  state  of 
the  colony  that  increases  should  be  made  in  the 
salaries  of  Civil  servants.  Where  annual  incre- 
ments took  place  in  salaries  of  officers  under 
Act,  then  the  House  was  bound  to  pass  them ; 
but  where  increases  rested  with  the  Govern- 
ment the  voice  of  the  House  ought  to  decide 
whether  suoh  increases  should  take  place.  He 
might  point  out,  in  connection  with  the  Audit 
Department,  that  in  New  South  Wales  the 
Government  had  given  notice  that  it  was  not 
their  intention  this  year  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  publio  servants  by  statutory  increments— 
that  the  ciroumstances  of  the  colony  did  not 
warrant  it.  He  would  support  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BELL  ooncurred  in  much  of  what  the 
Premier  had  said  in  connection  with  this  de- 

Sartment,  but  he  desired  to  say  that  a  great 
eal  of  the  weakness  of  the  department  was 
caused  by  the  House  itself,  and  its  refusal  to 
support  the  Audit  officers  against  departments 
of  the  Government  when  disputes  arose.  They 
had  a  spectacle  last  year  of  a  department  of 
the  Government  successfully  resisting,  with  the 
applause  of  the  House,  the  Audit  Department. 

VOL.  XC.-40. 


The  CHAIRMAN  Baid  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  confine  himself  to  giving  reasons 
for  or  against  the  reduotion. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  thought  that  sugsjPBting 
a  reduction  by  £1  as  an  indication  that  there 
should  be  no  increases  was  a  stupid  way  of 
doing  business ;  but  he  was  going  to  move  that 
all  salaries  over  £200  be  reduced  by  5  per  oent. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  it  was  always  very 
popular  to  deal  with  the  salaries  of  publio 
offioers,  but  it  was  very  often  done  without  due 
consideration  of  the  servioes  of  those  gentlemen. 
There  were  a  large  number  of  those  employed 
in  the  Audit  Office  who  did  most  excellent  ser- 
vice, not  only  to  the  Government,  but  to  the 
local  bodies,  and  a  great  many  irregularities  and 
thefts  had  been  found  out  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  department.  The  payment  made . 
to  these  offioers  was  really  not  a  charge  on  the 
Government,  because  the  money  was  repaid  by 
the  local  bodies.  The  salaries,  he  considered, 
were  not  large  for  the  services  rendered,  and, 
when  they  saw  public  officers  doing  public 
service  well,  he  for  one  was  not  in  favour  of 
reducing  their  salaries. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  if  the  Minister  could 
explain  how  it  was  that  the  Auditor-General 
had  not  audited  the  accounts  of  the  Wellington 
Education  Board. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that  was  a  matter  en- 
tirely between  the  Audit  Department,  over 
which  he  had  no  control,  and  the  Education 
Board,  over  which  he  also  had  no  control. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  it  unfortunate 
the  member  for  Christchurch  City  had  selected 
the  Audit  Department  for  attack,  because,  if 
there  was  any  department  which  should  be 
kept  strong,  it  was  that  department.  It  was 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  it  was  under- 
manned, and  nobody  was  more  responsible  for 
that  than  the  Premier,  who  had  deolared  in 
1890  that  it  was  quite  possible  to  do  all  the 
auditing  with  half  the  staff  existing  at  tho  time, 
when  he  and  his  friends  moved  that  a  con- 
siderable sum  be  struck  off  the  vote.  Since 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  got  into  power, 
however,  experience  had  proved  him  to  be 
wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  drawing  on  his  imagination.  The 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  had  voted 
against  the  reduction  moved  by  Mr.  Saunders, 
the  member  for  Selwyn,  and  had  refused  to 
join  the  "  Skinflint "  party.  He  had  at  all  times 
stated  that  where  an  officer  did  his  work  well, 
and  where  an  increase  was  well  earned,  it  was 
taking  the  heart  out  of  him  not  to  give  him  the 
increase.  But,  the  Lands  Department  being 
taken  away  from  the  Audit,  it  was  equal  to 
giving  the  increase  of  staff  which  the  Auditor- 
General  had  asked  for.  There  was  no  doubt 
the  whole  thing  wanted  reorganizing. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  he  was  speaking 
from  memory :  still,  his  memory  was  pretty 
good,  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  looked 
up  the  records  he  would  find  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara  voted  for  reductions, 
but  they  emanated  from  the  late  Mr.  Ballanoe 
Mr.  Reeves,  and  himself. 
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Mr.  BELL  said  the  House  was  responsible 
to  a  large  extent  for  the  disorganization  of  the 
Audit  Department,  if  such  disorganization  ex- 
isted, because  it  had  failed  to  support  the 
officers  of  that  department.  Last  session  the 
Auditor- General  made  a  report  to  the  House 
with  regard  to  a  question  that  had  arisen 
between  the  Audit  Department  and  another 
department  in  the  publio  service,  and  the 
House  had  ignored  the  report,  and  never  in- 
quired into  the  matter.  The  House,  which 
was  supposed  to  protect  the  publio  purse,  re- 
fused to  inquire  into  a  report  from  the  Auditor- 
General.  And  how  could  the  offioers  of  the 
department  do  their  duty  well,  when  they  knew 
they  were  subject  to  be  held  up  to  publio 
odium  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  going  beyond  the  question. 

Mr.  BELL  said  the  Premier  had  referred  to 
the  disorganization  of  the  department,  and  he 
was  defending  it  from  that  charge. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  amendment.  There  was  no  department  in 
the  public  service  which  it  was  more  important 
to  maintain  in  a  state  of  efficiency,  and  a  very 
strong  case  of  overmanning  would  have  to  be 
made  out  before  honourable  members  were 
justified  in  voting  for  the  amendment.  These 
officers  in  the  Audit  Department  must  be 
thoroughly  efficient  men.  Men  of  that  charac- 
ter could  get  employment  outside  the  service, 
and,  if  they  were  not  paid  somewhat  in  pro- 
portion to  the  responsibility  and  ability  re- 
quired, they  would  very  soon  go  out  of  the 
service.  He  would  not  be  inclined  to  curtail 
'  the  Audit  Department  unless  a  very  strong 
case  was  made  out  against  the  department. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  Raid  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  had  misunder- 
stood the  proposal  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchuroh  City.  He  did  not  propose 
his  amendment  with  a  view  of  curtailing  the 
Audit  Department.  That  department  seemed 
to  be  very  economically  managed.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Christchuroh  City  moved  his 
amendment  in  order  that  the  Committee  might 
express  its  opinion  as  to  whether  additions 
to  salaries  should  be  agreed  to.  It  was  not 
proposed  with  reference  to  particular  officers  at 
all,  but  was  directed  to  the  general  principle  of 
additions.  With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie),  there  were  four  clerks  at  £200  each. 
These  men  at  £200  would,  in  his  opinion,  do 
their  duty  as  honestly  as  if  they  were  paid 
£820,  ana  they  ought  to  do  so.  The  question 
of  the  rate  of  pay  had  nothing  to  do  with  their 
honesty. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  honourable  members 
would  agree  with  him  in  saying  that  it  was 
very  desirable  they  should  not  only  have  a  pure 
Civil  Service,  but  an  independent  Civil  Service. 
What  hope  was  going  to  be  held  out  to  men  in 
that  service  if  such  a  system  as  that  which  had 
been  put  forward  by  some  honourable  mem- 
bers was  going  to  be  adopted?  His  opinion 
was  that  an  honelt  man  would  work  as  well 
for  £200  a  year  as  for  £500;  but  that  was  not 


the  point.  Men  of  experience,  as  the  result 
of  long  service,  were  expeoted  to  perform  more 
responsible  duties,  and,  if  they  were  all  put 
in  the  same  class,  then  the  Civil  Servioe  could 
not  be  what  it  should  be.  If  honourable 
members  took  the  salaries  of  Civil  servants 
all  through,  they  were  not  by  any  means 
high  compared  with  the  salaries  of  men  hold- 
ing similar  positions  in  other  countries.  As 
a  general  rule,  in  New  Zealand  they  did  not 
pay  by  any  means  high  salaries  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  State.  They  should  not 
be  extravagant ;  they  must  live  within  their 
means ;  but,  if  they  passed  this  resolution  as 
an  indication  that  there  should  be  no  increases 
beyond  £800,  they  would  in  many  cases  do  a 
very  serious  injustice.  There  were  very  few 
increases  in  the  estimates,  and  they  were  not 
large  increases.  Men  must  be  treated  upon 
their  merits,  or  great  injustice  would  be  in- 
flicted. They  should  have  a  thoroughly  effi- 
cient Audit  Department,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
at  the  present  moment  it  was  not  manned  as 
it  ought  to  be  manned,  and  a  great  reform  in 
the  Audit  Department  would  require  to  take 
place  before  very  long.  The  plan  pointed  out 
by  the  Premier  appeared  to  him  to  be  on  the 
right  lines.  The  wisest  course  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  pursue  was  to  vote  upon  this  item, 
and  to  discuss  the  individual  increases  as  they 
went  along. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  that  Mr.  Bal- 
lance,  six  years  ago,  moved  that  the  Audit 
Department  should  be  reduced  by  £1,800 — that 
was,  by  one-half,  the  total  vote  then  asked  for 
being  £2,500.  Mr.  Ballance  on  that  occasion 
said, — 

44  He  thought  this  was  a  department  which 
would  admit  of  substantial  reduction.  The 
Audit  Department  in  the  past  had  been  able  to 
demand  and  obtain  from  the  House  whatever 
increases  it  proposed,  and  that  in  spite  of  the 
resistance  of  the  Government.  It  was  a  de- 
partment which  was  under  the  control  of  the 
House,  and  had  no  regard  to  the  Government. 
.  .  .  He  had  heard  that  two  or  three  of 
these  clerks  could  be  dispensed  with ;  but,  as 
he  had  no  special  knowledge  himself,  he  would 
not  move  any  reduction  in  that  item.  Then 
he  came  to  travelling-expenses  and  contingen- 
cies. The  amount  expended  last  year  on  this 
item  was  £2,024.  The  amount  voted  was 
£2,500,  and  this  year  £2,500  was  again  pat 
down.  He  thought  they  might  very  well  take 
£500  off  that.  He  would  therefore  move,  That 
the  vote  be  reduced  by  £1,300— consisting  of 
the  three  items  he  had  mentioned ;  and  he 
thought  they  ought  to  have  the  support  of  the 
Government  in  the  matter,  as  they  had  not 
been  able  to  do  anything  with  this  department 
in  the  past." 

After  a  good  many  other  speeches  a  division 
was  taken,  and  resulted  in  a  tie.  It  was  lost 
on  the  oasting-vote  of  the  Chairman :  and  the 
present  Premier  voted  that  this  department 
should  be  reduced  by  £1,800. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
had  kept  baok  from  the  House  the  part io alar 
reasons  why  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  moved  that 
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reduction.  There  was  no  man  who  would 
stand  up  more  than  Mr.  Ballanoe  for  a  good 
salary  being  paid  to  an  efficient  officer.  It  was 
always  that  gentleman's  course  of  oonduct  in 
respect  to  the  estimates  that  the  Government 
should  stand  by  its  officers.  He  knew  the 
special  reasons  whioh  Mr.  Bal lance  gave  for 
moving  as  he  did  with  regard  to  the  Audit 
Department.  Every  case  should  stand  on  its 
•merits,  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  would  be  no  party 
<to  the  skinflint  reductions  which  were  some- 
times proposed  in  that  House. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  following  was 
•the  Hansard  report  of  what  the  late  Mr.  Bal- 
dance  said  on  the  occasion  he  referred  to : — 

"  Mr.  Baltjlnce  said  that  successive  Govern- 
on  en  ts  for  the  last  fifteen  years  had  attempted 
to  effect  economies  in  the  Audi  tor- General's 
Department,  and  had  invariably  failed,  simply 
•because  the  Auditor-General  refused  to  admit 
the  right  of  the  Government  to  interfere  with 
him.  But  if  Parliament  insisted  upon  the  re- 
Auction  it  would  have  to  be  made.  The  work 
could  be  done  by  another  person  for  less  money 
-and  without  any  impairment  of  efficiency.  The 
Minister  might  have  discovered  that  this  work 
had  been  done  for  a  considerable  time  minus 
>the  Auditor  -  General,  and  therefore  minus 
£1,000  a  year.  If  that  had  been  done  in  the 
past,  surely  this  economy  could  be  effected. 
He  hoped  'the  Committee  would  stand  by  the 
reduction  he  had  moved  for,  for  if  the  Commit- 
tee did  not  make  the  reduction  no  Government 
•could  make  it.  The  Auditor-General  would 
simply  tell  them  to  mind  their  own  business 
— that  they  had  no  right  to  interfere." 

That  was  the  full  text,  and  showed  clearly 
what  the  late  Premier  said. 

Mr.  SEDDON  pointed  out  that  the  Railways, 
•the  Lands,  and  the  Postal  Departments  had 
•been  placed  under  the  Audit  Department. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  these  depart- 
ments were  under  the  Audit  when  the  honour- 
able member  (Mr.  Seddon)  wished  £1,300  to  be 
taken  off  the  vote,  but  were  not  under  that 
department  now,  when  he  wanted  £5,865  to  be 
■spent.  The  total  vote  now  asked  for  the  Audit 
.  Department  was  £5,865;  and  yet  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  on  that  occasion  he  referred 
to,  voted  that  the  total  expenditure  for  the 
Audit  Department  should  not  exceed  £1,200. 
That  was  after  the  reign  of  the  "Skinflint" 
party,  and  the  then  Opposition  thought  to 
•catch  popular  applause  by  moving  retrench- 
ments. Mr.  Reeves  moved  that  £1,000  be  taken 
•off  when  Mr.  Ballance's  £1,300  was  lost ;  and 
when  £1,000  was  lost  a  reduction  of  £950  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Seddon.  This  was  the  Hansard 
report  of  what  Mr.  Seddon  said : — 

"  Mr.  Seddon  said,  as  the  Government  had 
pledged  itself  to  make  reductions,  the  Colonial 
Secretary  ought  to  have  mastered  the  details 
of  this  department  and  been  able  to  point  out 
where  economies  could  be  practised.  The 
•Government  had  been  working  at  retrenchment, 
and  it  was  a  strange  thing  that  this  depart- 
ment should  have  escaped  altogether.  He 
thought  this  was  one  of  those  departments 
•upon  which  they  could  use  the  pruning-knife 


to  advantage.  It  was  for  the  House  to  make 
the  reductions,  and  when  the  department  knew 
how  much  it  had  got  to  work  upon  it  would 
make  arrangements  accordingly.  The  depart- 
ment would  simply  tell  the  Colonial  Secretary 
that  the  estimates  oould  not  be  reduced,  and 
he  would  come  baok  and  tell  the  House,  and 
that  would  place  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
a  worse  position  than  he  was  in  at  present." 

When  the  then  Opposition  came  into  office 
it  was  just  the  other  way  about:  they  asked 
for  £5,865  for  work  which,  in  1890,  when  more 
departments  had  to  be  audited,  they  had  said 
oould  be  done  for  £1,200. 

Mr.  PIBANI  would  like  to  know  what  the 
"  Contingencies  "  meant.  They  were  one-third 
of  the  total  vote. 

Mr.  BEEVES  pointed  out  that  the  great 
change  in  the  local  bodies'  accounts  had  in- 
creased the  work  of  the  Audit  Department. 

Mr.  GBAHAM  said  that,  in  considering  the 
estimates,  it  was  their  duty  to  provide  reason- 
able and  fair  remuneration  for  all  who  rendered 
service  to  the  State.  But  it  must  also  be  re- 
membered that  the  purchasing- power  of  money 
had  so  vastly  increased  that  Civil  servants  had 
an  immense  advantage  over  those  outside  who 
had  to  provide  the  taxes  necessary  to  pay 
them.  He  thought  they  should  consider  the 
items  as  they  went  through  the  estimates,  in- 
stead of  passing  this  amendment ;  but  it  would 
be  invidious  for  members,  necessarily  without 
proper  knowledge,  to  reduce  individual  salaries. 
The  proper  thing  would  have  been  to  refer  the 
estimates  back  for  reduction  by  a  definite 
amount,  leaving  the  particular  reductions  to 
the  Government.  With  reference  to  the  Audit 
Office,  he  would  like  to  have  an  explanation  of 
the  item  "Travelling  Inspectors."  An  addi- 
tional Inspector  had  been  appointed  at  £350, 
or  £90  a  year  higher  than  the  highest  salary  of 
the  other  Travelling  Inspectors.     Two  of  the 

E resent  Inspectors  received  only  £260,  and  they 
ad  been  in  the  service  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years.' 

Mr.  DUTHIE  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
the  change  in  the  amount  set  down  as  "  Less 
estimated  credits  under  section  41  of  'The 
Publio  Revenues  Act,  1891/  "  He  did  not  think 
the  salaries  in  this  department  were  in  excess, 
in  fact  he  thought  they  were  low,  and  they 
could  hardly  expect  to  retain  efficient  men  in 
the  service  at  the  salaries  paid.  He  could  not 
therefore  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General  was  responsible  for  these  estimates, 
and  that  officer  estimated  that  this  year  he 
would  only  get  £2,250  from  local  bodies.  He 
oould  not  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  why. 
In  reply  to  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson 
City,  he  might  state  that  no  extra  Audit  In- 
spector had  been  appointed.  There  had  only 
been  a  transfer  from  the  Public  Trust  Office  to 
this  office.  The  amount  set  down  for  "  Con- 
tingencies "  was  for  paying  for  extra  clerical 
assistance,  and  for  meeting  other  necessary 
expenses. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  it  was  a  great  pity 
that  the  amendment  had  been  moved  in  regard 
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to  the  Audit  Department.  He  was  afraid  that 
any  motion  moved  in  this  direction  would  tend 
to  weaken  the  Audit  Department,  and  he  woul  d 
therefore  ask  the  honourable  member  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  and  let  the  question  be 
fought  out  on  some  other  department.  The 
various  ways  in  which  our  accounts  were  split 
up  must  throw  additional  work  upon  the  Audit 
and  Treasury  Departments.  He  did  not  know 
that  it  was  a  wrong  thing  that  the  various 
accounts  should  be  kept  separate — it  might  be 
necessary  that  they  should  be  kept  separate  ; 
but  the  keeping  of  the  different  accounts  im- 
posed additional  work  on  the  Treasury  and  the 
Audit.  Considering  the  work  which  the  staff 
had  to  do,  he  thought  the  salaries  were  ex- 
ceedingly moderate,  and  that  none  of  them 
were  excessive. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  moved,  That  all  salaries 
over  £200  be  reduced  by  5  per  cent.,  and  those 
over  £400  by  7£  per  cent. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber could  not  move  a  general  resolution.  If  he 
desired  to  move  for  a  reduction  he  must  do  so 
on  each  item  separately. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said,  then  he  would  move 
a  reduction  on  each  item.  It  was  all  very  well 
to  say  that  salaries  were  low.  Very  few  of  the 
best  mechanics  received  £140  a  year,  very  few 
labourers  received  £100,  and  no  farm  labourer 
got  more  than  £100  a  year :  yet  these  classes 
were  the  great  taxpayiag  people  of  the  colony. 
Then,  the  purchasing-power  of  money  in  New 
Zealand  had  greatly  increased.  He  would  test 
whether  the  professed  economy  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee  was  real  or  not.  He  would 
move,  That  the  item  "  Chief  Clerk,  £400,"  be 
reduced  by  £30. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  did  not  think  they  could  re- 
duce salaries  in  the  way  suggested  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashburton.  He  had 
given  notice  of  a  motion  on  this  subject  which 
he  thought  was  the  best  way  of  dealing  with 
the  matter.  It  had  been  said  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  that  an  honest  man  would  work  as 
hard  for  £150  a  year  as  he  would  for  £250 ;  but 
that  was  not  human  nature.  There  was  no 
doubt,  if  a  man  thought  he  was  worth  £250  and 
he  was  only  getting  £150,  he  would  not  work 
as  well  as  if  he  were  justly  paid.  As  had  been 
remarked,  however,  the  spending-power  of  a 
sovereign  had  greatly  increased  of  late  ;  but  the 
earning-power  of  the  wages-man  had  greatly 
decreased.  All  classes  should  feel  the  pinch ; 
it  should  not  press  upon  those  at  the  bottom  of 
the  tree  while  those  at  the  top  got  off  scot-freo. 
The  working  men  of  the  colony  were  now  earn- 
ing, perhaps,  £20  or  £30  a  year  less  than  they 
were  a  few  years  ago.  That  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration ;  but  the  motion  proposed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton  would 
not  bring  about  a  fair  and  just  reduction. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  thought  every  one  would 
sympathize  with  that  portion  of  the  argument 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton 
wherein  he  complained  of  the  small  amount  of 
wages  the  farm-labourer  received,  but  he  was 
not  correct  in  his  argument  when  he  said  that 
the  largest  amount  of  taxation  was  paid  by 
Sir  B  Stout 


that  portion  of  the  oommunity.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  forgot  that  the  Civil  servants- 
paid  their  share  of  the  taxation,  and  a  very 
large  share  too,  because  the  Civil  servant  paid 
the  moBt  taxation  in  proportion  to  his  income. 
According  to  some  honourable  gentlemen  the 
Civil  servants  received  fair  salaries;  but  they 
lived  up  to  them,  and  consequently  paid  away  a 
larger  proportion  of  their  income  in  the  shape- 
of  taxation.  If  they  wished  to  have  a  good 
service  they  would  have  to  pay  their  Civil 
servants  well,  but  by  paying  small  salaries,  upon 
which  men  could  only  just  live,  they  would 
have  a  service  of  that  degree.  If  they  reduced 
Civil  servants  to  the  status  of  ordinary  clerks 
they  would  have  men  capable  of  only  clerical 
labour  to  fill  the  positions,  and  it  would  be  a 
sorry  day  for  New  Zealand  if  such  a  time  did 
arrive.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not  agree- 
to  the  motion. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  House  had  had  experience  before 
in  connection  with  reductions  on  the  estimates. 
They  had  a  big  wrangle  on  the  first  item,  and 
the  salary  of  some  officer  would  be  cut  down. 
Then  the  House  got  wearied,  and  after  that 
the  whole  balance  of  the  estimates  were  put 
through  with  lightning  speed,  and  the  one 
or  two  men  whose  salaries  had  been  attacked 
were  the  only  ones  to  suffer.  And  then  the 
honourable  member  who  moved  the  reduction 
went  back  to  his  constituents  and  told  them 
what  he  had  done  in  the  way  of  retrenchment. 
If  there  was  going  to  be  a  polioy  of  retrench- 
ment, let  the  humble  and  servile  followers  of 
the  Government  go  to  the  Government  and  tell 
them  they  wanted  a  proper  scheme  that  would 
apply  equally  all  round.  This  was  done  by 
his  side  of  the  House  in  1889.  There  would 
then  be  some  reason  in  their  action;  but 
simply  tinkering  in  the  way  proposed  with  in- 
dividual salaries  was  a  mistake. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought,  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Christohurch  City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith)- 
wished  to  deal  with  the  question  of  retrench- 
ment in  a  proper  manner,  he  would  have  to 
move  a  general  resolution  on  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  It  was  simply  impossible  to- 
carry  it  out  in  the  way  now  proposed,  as  it 
might  lead  to  grave  injustice  being  done  to 
certain  officers.  One  man  might  have  been  in 
the  service  for  twenty  or  thirty  years,  receiving 
no  increases  all  the  time,  while  another  man 
might  have  received  continual  increases  :  there- 
fore it  was  utterly  impossible  to  deal  with  the 
two  in  anything  like  a  just  manner.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  salaries  must  be  left  to  Ministers  to 
adjust,  and  the  House  might  just  as  well  pass 
the  Ministerial  estimates,  throwing  the  respon- 
sibility for  them  on  the  Government. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  it  would  be  much 
better,  instead  of  attacking  individual  salaries, 
for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  bring  down  a 
scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service 
similar  to  that  in  force  in  the  Postal  and  Tele- 
graph Department,  where  there  was  a  regular 
system  of  classification  by  which  men  got  their 
annual  rises  without  being  dependent  on  Minis- 
ters or  heads  of  departments. 
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Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  quite  agreed  with  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
{Sir  R.  Stout)  had  said.  The  motion  he  had 
moved  dealt  with  increases  in  a  way  which  he 
thought  would  commend  itself  to  the  House. 
If  that  motion  were  rejected  he  for  one  would 
not  take  any  part  in  attacking  individual 
salaries,  as  he  did  not  think  it  was  the  right 
thing  to  do,  once  the  House  decided  increases 
should  be  given.  He  thought,  however,  £800 
was  a  reasonable  limit  under  the  present  cir- 
•cumstanoes  of  the  colony.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  proposal  to  reduce  salaries  generally, 
but,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  curtailing  ex- 
penditure, they  should  restrict  increases  to 
those  under  £200  a  year. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
•(Sir  R.  Stout)  say  that  they  should  pass  the 
-estimates  in  globo,  and  let  the  Government 
•deal  with  them.  What  were  they  there  for? 
He  thought,  as  representatives  of  the  people, 
they  were  there  to  do  their  duty  to  the  colony 
dn  these  matters,  and  especially  in  the  matter 
•of  expenditure.  Let  the  Government  deal  with 
them.  The  estimates  before  them  were  an 
illustration  of  how  the  Government  dealt  with 
them — piling  up  additions  to  high  salaries: 
low  salaries  were  left  religiously  alone.  With 
regard  to  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  mem- 
her  for  Ashburton,  he  could  not  agree  with 
it.  He  did  not  know  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the 
Audit  Department,  but  his  experience  of  re- 
ductions made  in  this  way  was  that  one 
-or  two  salaries  might  be  attacked,  and  re- 
ductions made  in  them,  while  the  higher 
salaries  were  not  touched  at  all.  That  was  a 
most  unjust  way  of  making  reductions.  There 
was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  having 
a  general  overhaul  of  the  salaries  paid  by  the 
Government,  as.  from  what  he  knew  of  the 
matter,  in  many  cases  the  salaries  were  un- 
fairly arranged.  A  salary  of  £500  or  £600  a 
jear  was  paid  to  one  officer,  while  to  another 
of  equal  ability  was  paid  probably  only  £350. 
He  knew  of  one  case  in  point  where  that  was 
the  case,  and  the  lower  salary  was  drawn  by 
probably  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  service. 
He  would  suggest  that  a  Commission  should  be 
appointed  to  go  over  the  whole  Civil  Service 
during  the  recess,  and  report  upon  it  next 
session,  with  the  view  of  remedying  the  in- 
justices complained  of. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  they  should  bring 
in  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  reform  in  the 
service,  and  not  indulge  in  a  little  tinkering 
here  and  there  in  the  estimates.  Whenever 
the  Civil  Service  was  gone  properly  into  with  a 
view  of  reductions  it  would  have  to  be  reor- 
ganized, and  reduction  was  not  to  be  made  by 
paring  off  small  amounts  here  and  there,  but 
by  amalgamation  of  offices.  He  did  not  think 
the  honourable  gentleman's  amendment  was  in 
the  right  direction. 

Mr.  MILLS  thought  that,  if  they  compared 
this  salary  with  those  given  to  persons  in  simi- 
lar positions  outside  the  Government  service, 


it  would  be  found  that  similar  work  in  a  mer- 
chant's office  was  more  highly  paid. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  pointed  out  that  there 
was  no  increase  in  this  salary,  and  therefore 
the  amendment  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  any  one  knew  that  the 
Audit  Department  wanted  strengthening  rather 
than  weakening,  and  he  hoped  no  further  time 
would  be  wasted  over  this  item. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  moved  to  reduce  the  item, 
"  11  clerks :  1  at  £320,"  by  £20. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  2. 

Tellers. 

McLaohlan 

Tanner. 

NOE8,  51. 

Allen 

Harris 

Newman 

Buchanan 

Hutohison,  W 

.  O'Regan 

Buddo 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Pinkerton 

Buick 

Lang 

Pirani 

Button 

Larnach 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Mackintosh 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Carncross 

Maslin 

Russell,  W.  R, 

Carnell 

Massey 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Crowther 

McKenzie,  R. 

Stout 

Duncan 

McNab 

Thompson,  R. 

Duthie 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Earnshaw 

Millar 

Ward. 

Flat  man 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Montgomery 

Green 

Graham 

Morrison 

MoGuire. 

Hall-  Jon  es 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Houston 

i                       Mackenzie,  T. 

Stevens. 

Heke. 

Majority  against,  49. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said  that,  as  the  Com- 
mittee had  refused  to  reduce  the  higher  sala- 
ries, he  would  vote  against  any  reduction  of  the 
smaller  ones. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  moved,  That  the  item 
"  Contingencies,  £2,500,"  be  reduced  by  £1,  in 
order  to  get  a  test  vote  as  to  whether  or  not 
there  should  be  any  increases  of  salaries  over 
£300. 

Mr.  GREEN  would  vote  for  this  amendment. 
The  item  **  Contingencies  "  was  growing  every 
year,  and  members  should  know  what  the  vote 
was  for.  Members  had  no  knowledge  of  how 
the  money  was  going  to  be  expended,  and  prac- 
tically these  items  "  Contingencies  "  took  the 
power  of  voting  out  of  the  hands  of  honourable 
members. 

Mr.  WARD  pointed  out  that  the  item  was 
£250  less  than  last  year. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  did  not  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchuroh  City  was  taking 
a  fair  test  of  the  opinion  of  the  Committee. 
"  Contingencies  "  and  salaries  were  two  different 
things.     Let  them  come  to  some  salary  on 
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which  there  was  an  increase,  and  then  they 
would  have  the  square  issue  to  decide  as  to 
whether  or  not  they  were  going  to  allow  in- 
creases of  salaries  this  year. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  honourable  members  did 
not  know  what  these  lump  sums  under  the 
denomination  of  "  Contingencies  "  covered,  and 
the  Committee  should  challenge  these  items. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  said  the  fair  issue  should 
be  raised  whether  increases  of  salaries  should 
be  voted  or  not.  In  his  opinion,  the  time  was 
opportune  when  salaries  of  £500  and  upwards 
should  be  reduced  10  per  cent.,  and  salaries 
between  £800  and  £500,  5  per  cent. 

The  Committee  divided'. 
Ayes,  24. 


Allen 

Hogg 

Meredith 

Buchanan 

Hutchison,  W. 

Millar 

Buick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Morrison 

Crowther 

Lang 

Tanner 

Earnshaw 

Maslin 

Thompson,  R. 

Flatman 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Green 

McGuire 

Buddo 

Hall 

McNab 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Hall- Jones 

Noes,  81. 

Bell 

Lawry 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Cadman 

Mackintosh 

Seddon 

Carnoross 

McGowan 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stevens 

Carroll 

MoLachlan 

Stout 

Duncan 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Duthie 

Mitchelson 

Ward. 

Fraser 

Newman 

Graham 

Pinkerton 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Pirani 

Collins 

Kelly,  W. 

Beeves 

Montgomery. 

Majority  against,  7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £5,865,  agreed  to. 

Registrar-General's  Department,  £6,725. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  understood  from 
the  Government  that  they  were  going  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  prevent  the  census  from  being 
taken  next  year.  If  that  was  the  case,  what 
was  the  necessity  for  this  charge  of  £3,000  for 
taking  the  census?  He  wished  to  protest  against 
the  proposal  not  to  take  the  census  next  year. 
No  sufficient  reason  had  been  given  for  not 
taking  the  census.  He  understood  that  the 
Minister  stated  that  the  census  should  not  be 
taken  till  1901,  and  that  the  adjacent  colonies 
would  be  taking  their  census  in  that  year. 
There  was  no  reason  why  we  should  not  have 
the  census  taken  next  year,  because  we  were  to 
have  a  quinquennial  census,  and  naturally  the 
quinquennial  period  would  occur  in  1896  and 
again  in  1901.  It  had  been  alleged  that  the 
population  of  the  colony  had  not  vastly  in- 
creased since  the  last  census.  They  did  not 
take  the  census  merely  to  show  that  the  popu- 
lation had  largely  increased.  They  wished  to 
ascertain  a  great  many  facts  besides  the  mere 
increase  of  population.  If  there  had  been  a 
decrease  of  population  they  ought  to  know 
that.  They  ought  also  to  know  if  there  had 
been  an  increase  in  any  particular  trade  or 
Mr.  Earnshaw 


industry,  or  in  any  particular  district.  If  they 
did  not  take  the  census  in  1896  they  would  be- 
in  the  extraordinary  position  of  having  through 
two  triennial  periods  held  elections  on  a  popu- 
lation basis  which  was  manifestly  incorrect. 
Our  whole  system  of  representation  was  based' 
upon  population.  If  they  did  not  take  the 
census  next  year  they  would  not  know  where 
the  increase  or  decrease  of  population  was.  In- 
certain  districts,  therefore,  the  people  would 
be  improperly  represented. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  that  probably  nothing, 
like  the  amount  set  'down  would  be  required 
during  the  year.  If  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
House  he  had  no  objection  to  reduce  the  item  t- 
at  the  same  time,  the  vote  was  put  down  in 
case  the  collection  of  agricultural  statistics,, 
for  instance,  required  a  portion  of  the  sum 
for  expenditure.  Regarding  the  taking  of  the 
oensus  next  year,  he  thought  that  probably  the 
better  time  to  discuss  that  would  be  when  the 
Bill  was  brought  down.  What  had  actuated 
the  Government  in  this  matter  was  the  apparent 
want  of  usefulness  so  far  as  the  collection 
of  the  census  was  concerned  next  year.  The 
honourable  member  had  alluded  to  the  fact 
that  changes  of  population  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  might  have  taken  place,  which 
he  presumed  to  some  extent  might  affect  the 
representation  of  the  people  in  that  House, 
among  other  things.  Of  course,  that  was 
so,  and  the  same  argument  would  apply  to 
changes  taking  place  during  any  period  of 
five  years.  He  thought  that  the  taking  of  the 
census  every  five  years  in  this  oountry  was  not 
at  all  necessary,  and  he  believed  that  just  as. 
good  a  purpose  would  be  served  by  the  taking 
of  the  census  every  ten  years,  as  the  changes 
were  not  very  great.  As  a  matter  of  economy,, 
also,  it  was  not  desirable  that  they  should 
have  the  census  taken  at  shorter  periods  than 
appeared  to  be  absolutely  necessary.  The 
English  system,  in  bis  opinion,  appeared  to  be 
a  very  good  one. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  during  the  re- 
cess  the  Premier  stated  the  population  had 
increased  by  59,000  since  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office.  If  that  statement  were 
correct  it  meant  that  during  the  next  five  years 
there  would  probably  be  an  increase  of  100,000. 
He  was  quite  Sure  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
therefore  agree  with  him  that,  in  the  event 
of  such  an  increase,  some  rearrangement  of 
representation,  would  become  necessary.  In 
any  case,  there  would  be  internal  changes  in 
the  population.  For  instance,  during  the  past 
few  years  the  population  of  the  North  Island 
had  increased  very  largely,  to  the  loss  of  the 
South  Island.  If  that  change  oontinued  the 
representation  of  the  colony  would  get  into  a 
very  serious  position  indeed.  He  did  not  think 
the  Government  had  sufficiently  considered 
that  aspect  of  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  quite  true  that  in 
the  past  four  years  there  had  been  an  in- 
crease— including  natural  increase — of  59,000- 
souls  in  the  colony.  Those  were  the  figures 
submitted  by  the  Registrar  General.  The  vote- 
last  year  was  £2,500.    £8,000  was  asked  for  this 
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year,  bat  there  was  additional  statistical  in- 
formation which  was  necessary  to  be  obtained. 
The  money  required  for  taking  the  census — 
if  it  was  te  be  taken — would  have  to  be  voted 
next  year,  not  this  year.  There  would  be  some 
small  preliminary  expense  this  year,  but  it 
would  be  a  very  small  amount.  Therefore 
there  was  no  necessity  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  taking  of  the  general  census.  The 
honourable  member  had  stated  there  had  been 
a  marked  increase  of  population  in  the  North 
Island,  and  a  decrease  in  the  South  Island. 
There  had  been  an  increase  in  the  North 
Island,  but  there  had  also  been  an  increase  in 
the  South  Island ;  the  difference  between  the 
two  had  not  been  very  great.  There  was  this 
phase  of  the  question  which  he  thought  honour- 
able members  should  study :  Was  it  wise,  even 
though  there  might  be  an  increase  of  population 
of  five  to  six  hundred  souls  in  an  electorate, 
that  immediately  the  country  should  chop  and 
change  the  boundaries  of  electorates?  He  did 
not  think  a  good  case  had  been  made  out  in 
favour  of  the  taking  of  the  census.  The  taking 
of  the  census  in  1901  would  bring  us  into  line 
with  the  taking  of  the  census  in  the  Mother- 
country.  He  did  not  think  the  expenditure  of 
£20,000  next  year  in  the  taking  of  the  census 
was  desirable.  The  Registrar-General  could 
give  a  fairly  accurate  estimate  of  the  change  in 
the  population  in  the  different  districts.  He 
might  mention  that  in  1887-90  there  was  a 
loss  of  14,000.  Since  then  there  had  been  an 
increase  of  61,000,— in  round  numbers, — and 
taking  the  14,000  from  that  number  it  left 
47,000.  With  settlement  going  on,  they  could 
spend  £20,000  muoh  better  in  making  roads 
and  bridges  and  in  opening  up  land  for  settle- 
ment so  that  the  settlers  might  go  upon  their 
land. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  believed  that  a  large  part  of 
the  census  statistics  was  quite  unnecessary. 
What  was  wanted  was  a  census  of  the  human 
beings,  omitting  the  stock  statistics,  et  cetera,  A 
census  of  the  population  could  be  taken  at  a 
very  moderate  cost  by  means  of  a  new  patent 
computation  electrical  machine  now  in  use  in 
the  United  States.  There  had  been  a  large 
emigration  of  population  from  the  South  to  the 
North  Island.  In  Wellington  City  alone  the 
increase  had  been  at  the  rate  of  1,500  a  year 
for  the  past  five  years ;  and  in  the  Auckland 
District  there  had  also  been  a  large  amount 
of  settlement.  If  the  census  were  not  taken, 
and  the  representation  adjusted,  an  injustice 
would  be  done  to  the  North  Island. 

Mr.  B.  M.  SMITH  hoped  that  the  North 
Island  members  would  insist  upon  the  census 
being  taken,  for  the  reason  that  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  the  democracy  was  that  the  imposition 
of  taxation  without  fair  representation  was 
wrong.  The  North  Island  was  progressing, 
which  meant  that  that  Island  would  have  more 
representatives,  while  the  South  Island  would 
lose  in  that  direction.  The  Looal  Government 
Bill  to  be  introduced  by  the  Government  pro- 

f>sed  to  sweep  away  such  bodies  as  the  New 
lymouth  Town  Council,  and  he  was  satisfied, 
if  the  census  were  taken  this  year,  it  would  be 


found  the  inorease  of  population  in  the  district 
was  such  that  this  body  should  be  retained. 

Mr.  McLAOHLAN  said  the  money  spent 
hitherto  on  the  collection  of  the  agricultural 
statistics  had  been  wasted,  as  the  statistics  gave 
no  indication  as  to  what  the  yields  of  produce 
were.  The  Minister  of  Lands  had  intimated 
his  intention  of  altering  the  system,  and  he 
wished  to  know  if  the  sum  of  money  on  the 
estimates  would  be  spent  in  taking  the  statis- 
tics that  had  proved  of  so  little  use  to  agricul- 
turists. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  perfectly  correct  in  stating  that 
the  agricultural  statistics  had  not  served  the 
purpose  they  were  intended  to  serve.  It  was  his 
intention  to  alter  the  system,  and  a  Bill  to 
enable  the  statistics  to  be  taken  by  the  depart- 
ment was  ready.  The  Government  proposed  to 
colleot  them  at  the  end  of  November  or  early  in 
December,  and  they  would  contain  particulars 
of  the  aoreage  under  crop,  the  probable  yield  of 
grain,  et  cetera. 

Mr.  WARD  suggested  that,  as  a  Census  Bill 
was  to  come  before  the  House,  the  debate  on 
the  taking  of  the  question  of  the  oensus  should 
be  taken  then.  The  fact  of  the  vote  being 
passed  would  not  affect  the  question  in  the 
slightest  degree. 

Mr.  TANNER  thought  that  the  taking  of  a 
census  of  the  colony  every  five  years  was  quite 
unnecessary  under  the  changed  circumstances 
of  the  last  few  years.  It  might  have  been 
neoessary  at  one  time,  when  the  population  of 
the  colony  was  increasing  with  such  rapidity 
that  statistics  became  unreliable  within  half  a 
decade,  but  the  expense  of  collecting  them  was 
such  that  it  was  not  warranted  now  every  five 
years. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  thought  it  was  most 
curious  that  the  opposition  to  the  taking  of  the 
census  came  from  the  South  Island.  When 
the  proper  time  arrived  he  should  strongly- 
oppose  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  defer  the  taking  of  the  oensus  unless, 
a  readjustment  of  the  representation  was  car- 
ried out. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Premier's  state* 
ment  that  the  colony  had  lost  14,000  of  its 
population  during  the  term  of  offioe  of  the 
Atkinson  Government  was  incorrect.  He  had 
taken  out  the  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Regis- 
trar-General, and  found  that  the  number  was 
only  10,800.  He  did  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  sufficient  note  of  the  changes 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  population,  and 
he  was  afraid  that  long  before  ten  years  were 
over  the  North  Island  would  be  in  a  very  un- 
fair position  regarding  representation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  accepted  the  ohallenge  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  regarding 
the  loss  of  population  during,  the  last  Govern- 
ment's term  of  office.  He  had  quoted  the 
figures  given  him  by  the  Registrar-General,  and 
he  was  prepared  to  lay  the  return  on  the  table. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  he  could  give  the  figures 
exactly  for  the  years  from  March,  1886,  to 
April,  1891,  being  the  oensus  dates.  They 
showed  that  there  had  been  a  loss  in  that 
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period  of  15,946  persons.  During  that  period 
the  late  Government  did  not  occupy  office  the 
whole  time.  They  held  office  for  three  years 
and  four  months  during  that  five  years;  but 
the  worst  loss  took  place  during  their  term.  In 
one  year  10,000  people  were  lost  to  the  colony. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  referred  to  the  actual 
term  of  office  of  the  late  Government,  and  the 
loss  that  had  occurred  during  that  time.  The 
Premier  should  do  the  same,  and  stand  or  fall 
by  those  figures. 

Captain  BUS  SELL  said  the  Committee 
should  not  be  led  away  by  the  idea  that  by 
postponing  the  census  till  1901  they  would  be 
falling  in  line  with  other  colonies  and  Great 
Britain,  beoause  under  the  natural  course  of 
things  they  would  have  a  census  in  that  year. 
It  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  that 
about  the  28th  of  November  next  year  the 
country  should  not  know  exactly  how  the 
population  stood,  and  in  what  parts  of  the 
country  it  was  located.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  House  would  not  agree  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  census.  With  regard  to  the  agri- 
cultural statistics,  they  should  either  do  with- 
out them  altogether,  or  else  have  them  on  a 
better  foundation  than  at  present.  With  re- 
gard to  crops,  for  instance,  the  sanguine  man 
overestimated  his  crop,  and  the  man  who  had 
just  had  a  shower  of  rain  underestimated  his, 
and  the  result  was  absolutely  valueless  under 
the  present  system. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that  the  taking  of  the 
census  next  year  would  not  help  the  North 
Island  to  get  greater  representation,  because 
the  results  could  not  be  known  before  August, 
and  there  would  not  be  time  between  then  and 
November  for  the  Boundary  Commissioners  to 
alter  the  districts  in  accordance  with  that  re- 
sult. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  Commissioners  would 
easily  have  time  to  do  so.  The  question  was, 
Was  it  necessary  to  have  statistical  informa- 
tion regarding  the  colony?  If  so,  then  this 
vote  was  correct,  and  a  further  vote  would  be 
necessary ;  but,  if  not,  why  pass  the  vote  at 
all  ?  He  thought  the  census  ought,  for  useful 
purposes,  to  be  taken  in  this  colony  every  five 
years. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  it  was  entirely 
a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  South  Island 
members  had  any  objection  to  the  census 
being  taken.  Those  honourable  members  who 
thought  the  South  Island  was  being  drained  of 
population  for  the  benefit  of  the  North  were 
under  a  misapprehension.  He  found,  accord- 
ing to  statistics,  that  there  was  not  that  differ- 
ence many  members  appeared  to  think.  When 
the  last  census  was  taken,  in  1891,  there  were 
285,000  in  the  North  Island  :  that  number  had 
increased  to  310,000— an  increase  of  25,000; 
while  in  the  Middle  Island  there  had  been  an 
increase  from  848,000  to  375,000 — an  increase 
of  27,000. 

Mr.  BELL  said  it  might  be  the  case  that  if 
the  census  were  taken  next  year  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  the  Commissioners  to  amend 
the  boundaries  in  order  that  the  new  elections 
might  be  taken  on  the  basis  of  population ; 
Mr.  Reeves 


but,  if  the  course  suggested  by  the  Premier 
were  agreed  to,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
elections  of  1899  to  be  taken  on  that  basis. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  trusted  that,  in  the  interests 
of  the  country,  the  census  would  be  taken  as 
usual. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out  that  in  the 
five  years  previous  to  1891  the  increase  of 
population  in  Wellington  and  Taranaki  was  as 
much  as  in  all  the  rest  of  the  oolony  put  toge- 
ther, and  no  doubt  a  relative  increase  had  since 
gone  on. 

Vote,  £6,725,  agreed  to. 

Agent-General's  Department,  £4,350. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
item,  '*  Contribution  from  Public  Trust  and 
Government  Insurance  Funds,  £150." 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  amount  represented 
clerical  work  done  in  the  Agent-General's  Office 
for  these  two  departments. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  £1,400  was  a  large 
sum  for  "  Contingencies,"  including  the  expense 
of  the  Information  Bureau.  This  should  not 
be  a  recurring  item. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
forgot  the  fact  that  the  rent,  which  was  several 
hundreds  a  year,  was  necessarily  a  recurring 
item. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  the  Premier's 
reply  that  afternoon  to  the  question  put  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  as  to  the  Agent- 
General  was  not  a  satisfactory  one.  The  time 
had  come  when  the  House  should  receive  inti- 
mation as  to  what  the  Government  proposed  to 
do  with  regard  to  this  appointment. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Premier  had  given  an 
assurance  that  after  the  Cabinet  meeting  next 
day  he  would  give  some  information  to  the 
House,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
wait  patiently  until  then. 

Captain  RUSSELL  had  not  understood  the 
Premier  to  hint  even  that  he  was  going  to  tell 
the  House  next  day  who  was  going  to  hold 
the  appointment.  The  Premier  said  it  was  a 
trivial  matter;  yet  they  were  asked  to  vote 
£4,350  annually  for  this  department.  The  very 
instant  the  Committee  passed  the  Agent- 
General's  salary  the  Premier's  desire  to  give  an 
answer  would  vanish.  He  thought  it  was  a 
wrong  principle  to  vote  this  money  before  they 
knew  who  was  going  to  receive  this  salary  of 
£1,250. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  for  a  certainty  the 
present  Agent-General  would  draw  nine  months' 
salary  of  this  amount,  as  six  months  of  the 
year  had  already  passed.  He  felt  satisfied  that 
until  they  made  a  change  the  present  Agent- 
General  would  continue  to  render  good  service 
to  the  colony,  and,  whoever  might  be  appointed 
to  succeed  him,  he  felt  sure  the  selection  by 
the  Government  would  give  satisfaction.  If 
not,  they  could  take  a  ballot  next  session  for 
the  appointment  of  an  Agent-General. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  salaries  were 
voted  not  for  persons,  but  for  the  positions 
—  a  fact  which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
seemed  to  ignore  when  referring  to  the  Agent- 
General. 
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Sir  B.  STOUT  understood  from  the  Premier 
that  there  was  not  to  be  any  Agent- Qeneral 
-after  the  retirement  of  the  present  occupant  of 
the  office.  He  would  therefore  move.  That  the 
item  "Agent-General  in  London,  £1,250,"  be 
•reduced  by  £250. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said,  as  far  as  he  knew,  the 
-colony  could  not  have  a  better  man  than  the 
present  Agent-General,  and  he  thought  the 
salary  they  were  paying  him  was  money  well 
spent  by  the  colony. 

Vote,  £4,350,  agreed  to. 

Printing  and  stationery,  £25,856. 

Mr.  BUDDO  said  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  larger  salaries  in  this  department  to  the 
extent  of  £117.  He  did  not  think,  in  view  of 
the  present  position  of  the  colony's  finance, — 
seeing  the  fall  there  had  been  in  the  Customs 
revenue,  —  that  they  should  make  these  in- 
creases. He  would  therefore  move,  That  the 
Tote  be  reduced  by  £117. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  that  three  years  ago  cer- 
tain regulations  were  drawn  up  in  regard  to  the 
salaries  in  this  department,  and  the  prosent 
salaries  were  framed  in  accordance  with  the 
scale  approved  of  at  that  time.  He  might 
mention  that  the  actual  increase  in  the  whole 
vote  of  £21,000  for  salaries  was  only  £389. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  intended  to  support  the 
•amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Kaiapoi.  He  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the 
pay  of  the  wages-men  ;  he  only  desired  to  pre- 
vent increases  in  the  case  of  the  higher  salaries. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  would  not  attain  his  ob- 
ject by  moving  a  reduction  in  the  whole  vote, 
because  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  taking 
off  £117  from  stationery  et  cetera,  He  could 
bear  testimony  to  the  ability  of  the  Government 
Printer  as  a  manager.  With  regard  to  the  de- 
partment as  a  whole,  he  was  satisfied  the  wages 
paid  were  not  sufficient.  Two  or  three  men 
.were  paid  fair  salaries,  but  in  the  case  of  the 
folders  and  machine-workers  and  others  they 
were  not  being  paid  the  rate  they  ought  to 
receive.  Those  workers  were  women,  and  un- 
fortunately the  Government  considered  that 
women  should  not  be  paid  the  same  rate  as 
men.  The  Committee  ought  to  take  a  stand 
upon  that  question,  and  insist  that  the  wages 
of  men  and  women  should  be  equal  if  the  work 
•done  by  both  was  the  same. 

Mr.  BUDDO  disagreed  with  the  proposal 
to  give  increases  to  salaries  over  £200.  The 
Minister  had  pointed  out  chat  an  increase  in 
the  expenditure  was  necessary  on  account  of 
the  extra  work  done.  That  was  correct,  and 
in  prosperous  times  he  should  support  it ;  but 
he  maintained  that  the  salaries  should  not  be 
raised  in  a  time  of  depression,  and  he  should 
take  a  division  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  C  ADM  AN  said  that  if  a  vote  were  taken 
on  the  first  salary  the  decision  on  that  parti- 
cular item  would  not  bind  the  Committee,  as  it 
would  deal  with  each  increase  as  it  came  up, 
irrespective  of  the  decision  on  the  first  item. 
The  honourable  gentleman  should  take  a  test 
'vote  on  the  question  whether  there  should  be 


any  increases  throughout  the  estimates  gene- 
rally or  not. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  thought  the  explanation 
of  the  Minister  was  satisfactory,  and  that  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi 
should  be  withdrawn.  The  department  had 
been  classified,  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of 
the  House,  and  the  classification  should  not  be 
departed  from. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  that  the  increases 
in  the  department  were  in  accordance  with  a 
scale  adopted  by  the  House,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kaiapoi  was  inconsistent  in 
his  present  proposal,  seeing  that  he  had  sup- 
ported the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  (Mr.  G.  J.  Smith)  in  his  statement  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  oppose  increases  to  salaries 
below  £300  a  year. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  moved  to  reduce  the  item 
of  £440,  salary  of  the  Government  Printer,  by 
£20. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that  nobody  was  more 
against  increasing  the  large  salaries  than  he 
was  ;  but  when  a  definite  engagement  had  been 
entered  into  with  an  officer  of  the  public  ser- 
vice it  came  with  a  bad  grace  for  honourable 
members  to  move  to  violate  such  engagement. 
The  officer  in  question  had  been  in  the  service 
thirty  years,  and  earned  the  salary  he  received. 
All  through  the  Printing  Department  they 
would  find  that  almost  every  man  in  receipt  of 
over  £200  had  been  from  thirty  to  fifteen  years 
in  the  Service,  and  there  was  no  department 
in  the  Service  that  had  been  more  unjustly 
dealt  with  in  the  matter  of  salaries  than  the 
Government  Printing  Office. 

Mr.  WILLIS  doubted  if  honourable  mem- 
bers realised  the  responsibility  attaching  to  the 
position  of  the  Government  Printer.  During 
the  last  few  years  there  had  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  work  turned  out  by  the 
office,  and  he  was  persuaded  this  increased 
efficiency  was  largely  due  to  the  ability  and 
energy  displayed  by  the  present  Government 
Printer.  He  hoped  that  the  increase  proposed 
would  be  granted,  as  the  Minister  had  informed 
the  House  that  it  was  part  of  the  bargain  made 
with  the  gentleman  now  occupying  the  position. 
He  would  also  point  out  that  Mr.  Costal  1  re- 
ceived far  less  than  the  previous  Government 
Printer,  although  the  establishment  had  grown 
considerably  of  late  years. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  should  be  consistent 
and  deal  fairly  with  all  departments,  and,  if 
this  reduction  were  carried,  to  be  consistent 
the  increments  proposed  in  the  Postal  and  Rail- 
way Departments  should  also  be  struck  off.  He 
understood  that  the  increments  in  the  Postal 
Department,  although  fixed  by  Act,  could  be 
arrested  by  resolution  of  the  House;  but  he 
urged  that  there  were  not  good  and  sufficient 
grounds  for  doing  so  this  year.  The  work 
of  the  Printing  Office  was  very  creditable  to 
all  concerned,  and  he  would  point  out  that 
where  large  contracts  were  involved  a  good  man 
could  save  his  salary  by  one  single  transaction. 
Officers  should  be  encouraged  to  do  their  duty, 
but  it  would  not  be  muoh  encouragement  to  a 
man  to  be  told  that  he  was  not  to  get  the  in- 
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crease  he  had  been  promised,  after  he  had 
worked  part  of  the  year  in  the  expectation  of 
getting  it.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would 
negative  the  motion  to  reduce  the  salary. 

Mr.  EARNSHA W  would  be  reluotant  to  vote 
for  this  reduction  unless  under  some  system, 
and  it  would  be  unfair  to  attack  this  salary 
unless  a  clean  sweep  of  increases  was  made 
through  the  estimates.  He  was  satisfied  the 
country  was  getting  more  value  out  of  this 
department  than  out  of  any  other  in  the  ser- 
vice. While  he  would  be  compelled,  in  order 
to  be  consistent,  to  go  into  the  lobby  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Ash  bur  ton,  he  would 
do  so  very  reluctantly.  It  was  well  known  the 
Government  Printer  had  effected  great  savings 
in  the  department. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  pointed  out  that  the 
Government  Printing  Office  was  nothing  but 
a  large  factory.  The  ordinary  estimate  in  con- 
nection with  the  printing  trade  was  that  the 
wages  represented  one- third  of  the  value  of 
the  commodity  turned  out,  another  third  was 
represented  by  the  stock  used,  and  the  remain- 
ing third  represented  the  charges  and  profits. 
Applying  this  to  the  department  they  were  now 
dealing  with,  it  was  a  factory  that  paid  over 
£20,000  a  year  in  wages,  and  it  turned  out  sixty 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  printing  every  year, 
at  the  lowest  estimate.  Yet  honourable  mem- 
bers were  under  the  impression  that  £420  a 
year  was  too  much  for  a  man  competent  to 
manage  it.  A  man  capable  of  managing  such 
a  department  ought  to  be  able  to  go  into  the 
open  market  in  any  of  the  colonies  and  get 
from  £700  to  £1,000  a  year. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  thought  to  reduce  this 
salary  would  be  a  direct  violation  of  an  agree- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  doubted  the  power  of 
the  Minister  to  make  any  such  agreement,  and 
the  House  could  practically  deal  with  the 
salary  attached  to  any  office.  No  sanction  had 
been  given  by  the  House  to  this  increase,  and 
no  inoreases  should  be  made  in  any  salaries 
over  £800.  He  was  not  attacking  the  officer  in 
any  way ;  he  was  an  excellent  officer,  and  a 
friend  of  his  own  to  boot ;  but  he  was  main- 
taining the  principle  that  no  salaries  over  £800 
should  be  increased. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  thought,  seeing  that  they 
had  recently  found  it  necessary  to  inorease  the 
taxation  of  those  who  had  to  pay  salaries,  they 
should  be  very  careful  in  raising  salaries. 

Mr.  McGO WAN  thought  it  a  pity  the  Com- 
mittee had  not  paid  attention  to  the  advice  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout).  This  was  a  matter  for  the 
Government.  It  was  no  part  of  the  business 
of  the  Committee  to  pick  out  particular  salaries 
and  say  that  so  much  should  be  taken  of!  them. 
As  the  Government  must  be  responsible  for 
these  estimates,  the  Committee  should  let  the 
Government  carry  them  through.  The  time 
for  making  reductions  had  gone  by.  It  should 
have  been  proposed  on  the  first  item  of  the 
estimates. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  would  be  no  party  to 
the  isolated  reduction  of  salaries  in  this  hap- 
Afr.  Seddon 


hazard  manner.  It  was  a  perfect  piece  of 
injustice  to  select  this  salary,  and  make  one 
man  suffer,  as  was  often  the  case.  Either  the 
Government,  with  their  majority,  should  be  al- 
lowed control  of  the  estimates,  or,  if  the  House 
was  dissatisfied,  it  should  put  another  Govern- 
ment in  their  place,  and  go  in  for  general  all- 
round  reductions. 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  this  item,  £440,  was 
part  and  parcel  of  their  classification  system. 
If  they  wanted  to  reduoe  it,  then  they  should 
drop  the  classification  system  altogether.  He 
did  not  consider  it  altogether  fair  .to  take  ex- 
ception to  one  salary  in  this  way.  Where  an 
increase  was  given  which  was  not  under  the 
classification  system,  then  he  would  attack 
that  increase. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  said  that  if  any  salaries 
were  to  be  attacked  they  should  attack  the 
high  salaries.  He  considered  these  salaries  far 
too  high. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  had  spent  four  years  in 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  and  he  could 
say  this :  that  from  the  day  he  left  it  he  had 
been  able  to  earn  from  £1  to  £1 10s.  a  week 
more  than  he  got  in  the  Government  Printing 
Office.  The  majority  of  the  permanent  men 
now  there  would  get  from  10  to  15  per  cent, 
more  out  of  it  than  they  were  paid  in  the 
Government  Printing  Offioe. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
*'  That  the  Government  Printer's  salary  be  re- 
duced from  £440  to  £420." 

Ayes,  6. 


Earnshaw 

Meredith 

Tellers. 
Buddo 
McLachlan. 

Hutchison, 

W.  Smith,  G.  J. 

Nobs,  50. 

Allen 

Heke 

O'Regan 

Bell 

Hogg 

Pinker  ton 

Buchanan 

Joyce 

Pirani 

Buick 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Reeves 

Button 

Kelly,  W. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Cadman 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Carnoross 

Larnach 

Seddon 

Carnell 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll 

Mackintosh 

Stevens 

Crowther 

Maslin 

Stout 

Duthie 

Massey 

Tanner 

Flatman 

McGowan 

Thompson,  R. 

Fraser 

McGuire 

Ward 

Graham 

McKenzie,  J. 

Willis. 

Hall 

McNab 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Montgomery 

Mills 

Harris 

Newman 

Morrison. 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Green.  Lawry. 

Majority  against,  44. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Vote,  Printing  and  stationery,  £25,856,  agreed 
to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £19,813. 
Mr.  PIRANI  asked  what  the  Government 
proposed  to  do  in  connection  with  the  fire- 
brigades  this  year. 
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Mr.  MASLIN  asked  if  there  was  any  fixed 
principle  underlying  the  allocation  of  the 
money  contributed  towards  the  cost  of  licens- 
ing elections  incurred  by  local  bodies.  £2,800 
was  put  down  for  that  purpose. 

Captain  RUSSELL  drew  attention  to  the 
item,  "  Bonus  to  aid  flax  industry,  £2,000." 
It  was  desirable  that  the  Committee  should 
know  how  this  money  was  to  be  expended — 
whether  there  was  any  scheme  under  which  the 
colony  would  get  any  return  for  that  money. 
Some  explanation  should  also  be  given  in 
reference  to  the  following  items :  "  Imperial 
Institute  expenses,  1898-94,  £518  "  ;  "  Frozen- 
meat  kiosk,  Imperial  Institute,  £250";  and 
44  Bonus  on  starch,  £200."  With  regard  to  the 
last  item  he  had  mentioned,  he  was  quite  con- 
vinced that  to  give  such  a  bonus  was  simply  to 
throw  away  money ;  it  was  unlikely  that  that 
industry  could  be  profitably  carried  on  here. 
Explanations  should  also  be  given  of  the 
items,  u  Expenses  of  Assessment  Courts  under 
4  The  Rating  Act,  1894/  £500,  "  and  44  Contri- 
bution to  Christchurch  Industrial  Exhibition, 
£500."  He  had  been  informed  that  there  was 
likely  to  be  a  profit  of  over  £2,000  on  this  Exhi- 
bition. If  that  were  so,  was  there  any  neces- 
sity for  this  vote  ? 

Mr.  BELL  said,  in  regard  to  the  two  items 
concerning  the  Imperial  Institute,  he  would 
like  to  know  who  was  to  receive  this  money. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  contribution  towards  the 
cost  of  licensing  elections  had  already  been  paid. 

Mr.  MASLIN  said  he  knew  some  districts 
which  had  incurred  a  very  large  expenditure, 
and  they  had  not  received  any  money. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  money  was  allocated  on 
this  principle :  The  cost  of  the  previous  elec- 
tions was  taken,  that  was  divided  by  one-half, 
and  that  amount  was  given  to  the  local  bodies. 
With  regard  to  assistance  to  fire-brigades,  a 
sum  for  that  purpose  would  be  placed  on  the 
supplementary  estimates.  With  reference  to 
the  bonus  in  aid  of  the  flax  industry,  he  might 
mention  that  the  applications  which  had  been 
received  were  not  regarded  as  satisfactory; 
therefore  the  bonus  was  not  paid.  It  was,  how- 
ever, still  open.  As  to  the  bonus  for  the  manu- 
facture of  starch,  there  had  been  one  or  two 
attempts  to  comply  with  the  conditions,  but 
the  applications  made  in  connection  with  them 
were  not  considered  to  be  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations.  Regarding  the  kiosk,  the 
amount  involved  had  been  the  subject  of  some 
correspondence,  and  it  was  finally  agreed  to  pay 
£250  —  an  amount  which  appeared  under  the 
circumstances  to  be  fair.  The  sum  of  £518  in 
connection  with  the  Imperial  Institute  was 
made  up  by  labour,  material,  et  cetera.  The 
cost  of  maintenance  of  the  New  Zealand  Sec- 
tion amounted  to  £215  17s.  5d.  While  some 
persons  might  regard  the  expenditure  on  the 
Imperial  Institute  such  as  should  not  be 
provided,  he  merely  wished  to  say  that  the 
exhibition  at  the  Institute  was  calculated  to 
do  considerable  good  to  the  colony.  Many 
thousands  of  people  continually  visited  the  In- 
stitute, and  inspected  the  specimens  of  New 
Zealand  industries,  et  ceterat  on  view  there. 


At  the  same  time,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the* 
Institute  was  too  far  away  from  the  centre  of 
the  metropolis.  From  inquiries  which  he  had 
made  himself,  he  believed  this  expenditure  did 
the  colony  some  service.  He  would  be  very 
sorry  therefore  not  to  see  New  Zealand  sharing 
in  the  moderate  cost  of  continuing  the  Insti- 
tute. As  to  the  Christchurch  Exhibition,  it 
had  been  the  policy  of  this  country  for  many 
years  past,  whenever  there  had  been  an  attempt 
made  in  any  centre  of  the  colony  to  exhibit 
the  productions  or  manufactures  of  that  dis- 
trict, to  assist  such  exhibition  by  a  contribu- 
tion from  the  public  funds.  The  amount 
asked  in  this  case — £500— was  a  very  moderate- 
sum  indeed. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— What  about  the  profit 
of  £2,000? 

Mr.  WARD  did  not  know  anything  about  a 
profit  of  £2,000 ;  but  even  if  there  would  be  a 
profit  he  was  of  opinion  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  assist  financially  to  a  moderate  or  reason- 
able extent.  He  and  other  members  had  seen, 
the  Exhibition,  and  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  from  an  educational  stand- 
point alone  it  was  an  excellent  exhibition ;  it 
was  a  very  great  credit  to  the  people  of  the 
place,  and  it  was  undoubtedly  far  and  away 
better  than  anything  he  had  anticipated  seeing 
in  Christchurch.  It  was  quite  worthy  of  the 
assistance  to  the  extent  proposed  to  be  voted, 
and  even  to  a  greater  extent.  If  they  were 
making  a  profit  the  money  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  be  used  for  other  public  purposes  by  the 
promoters. 

Mr.  6.  W.  RUSSELL  said  it  was  to  be  used 
for  an  industrial  hall. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  in  that  case  the  money 
would  be  worthily  spent. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  asked  if  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  could  see  his  way  to  double  the 
amount  of  the  bonus  offered  for  improved 
flax-dressing  machinery.  The  Commission  of 
experts  that  had  sat  regarding  this  matter  re- 
ported that  the  improved  machines  sent  in  by 
a  number  of  people  were  not  of  sufficient  merit 
to  enable  them  to  recommend  the  bonus.  There 
was  a  great  future  before  this  industry,  and  he 
believed  that  if  the  Government  doubled  the 
bonus  thev  would  be  doing  a  wise  thing. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  matter  had  been, 
oarefully  considered,  and  the  Government  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  if  they  offered 
£4,000  they  would  not  be  likely  to  get  a  better 
machine  than  they  would  get  by  offering 
£2,000.  Last  year  experts  appointed  by  the 
Government  went  fully  into  the  whole  question,, 
and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  not  sufficient  merit  in  any  of  the  im- 
proved machines  submitted  to  warrant  them 
in  granting  the  bonus.  He  did  not  think  the 
amount  should  be  increased  simply  on  the 
chance  of  getting  improved  machinery. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  what  the  item/ 
of  £50  expended  in  1894-95  in  connection  with 
this  bonus  was  for. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  to  defray  the 
travelling-expenses  of  the  experts  engaged  on 
the  Commission. 
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Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  item,  "  Friendly  Societies*  Reserve, 
Dunedin,  rent  of,  £21 "  ;  and  also  to  whom  the 
cheque  for  the  sum  of  £518,  "  Imperial  In- 
stitute expenses,"  was  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  latter  amount  was  paid 
by  the  Agent-General  to  those  oharged  with 
rthe  working  of  the  Institute.  With  regard  to 
the  item  of  £21,  he  would  obtain  information 
from  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  department. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  could  answer  that 
•question.  The  item  of  £21  was  an  old  pro- 
vincial liability  on  account  of  rents  for  a  re- 
serve which  was  handed  over  to  the  present 
-society. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  New  Plymouth  regarding  the 
.flax  bonus,  and  strongly  recommended  that  the 
bonus  should  be  increased  by  £1,000.  It  would 
be  a  great  assistance  to  the  people  engaged  in 
trying  to  improve  the  machinery  for  dressing 
flax,  and  would  encourage  them  to  do  their  best 
«to  produce  an  improved  machine. 

Mr.  WILLIS  asked  what  benefit  the  colony 
would  receive  from  the  £500  a  year  paid  to  the 
Resident  of  Raro tonga. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that,  in  the  despatches  of 
the  20th  September,  1894,  sent  Home  by  the 
-Government,  it  was  proposed  to  discontinue 
•the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the  Resident  of 
this  place  by  the  colony  unless  oomplete  control 
of  the  island  was  given  to  New  Zealand.  He 
would  like  to  know  if  the  Government  had 
weighed  the  proposal  they  made  in  that  des- 
patch, and  if  they  still  insisted  on  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  island  to  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  if  the 
Government  insisted  upon  a  certain  course 
with  regard  to  Rarotonga,  and  the  Imperial 
Government  dissented,  the  insistence  of  New 
Zealand  would  be  of  little  avail.  The  island 
-was  under  the  oontrol  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment ;  but  the  question  of  the  representation  of 
•the  colony  in  the  group,  in  the  person  of  the 
Resident  Agent,  was  quite  a  different  matter. 
The  Government  considered  that  it  was  more 
desirable  that  the  colony  should  have  a  direot 
representative  there  than  have  a  representative 
-sent  from  one  of  the  other  colonies  aoting  as 
the  medium  between  the  island  and  this  colony 
and  the  British  control.  The  system  was  a 
good  one,  and  if  the  same  could  be  done  with 
regard  to  Samoa  he  thought  the  House  would 
unanimously  vote  a  larger  salary  than  £500  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  Resident  Agent. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  the  despatch  sent  to  the 
Imperial  Government  said  that,  if  the  complete 
control  were  assumed  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, then  the  Government  of  New  Zealand 
declined  to  continue  to  bear  the  expense  of 
the  Resident's  salary.  That  was  exactly  the 
opposite  to  what  the  Minister  had  stated  that 
-evening,  and  he  had  therefore  asked  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  changed  their  views  since  the 
statement  set  forth  in  the  despatch  was  made. 

Mr.  McLAGHLAN  hoped  that  no  more 
money  would  be  spent  on  the  frozen-meat  kiosk 
at  the  Imperial  Institute  than  was  absolutely 


necessary,  as  no  good  had  followed  its  establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
the  item  of  £7,000  for  "  General  contingencies." 

Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  said  that  last  session  a 
motion  was  carried  to  reduce  the  vote  for  the 
New  Zealand  Institute  by  £1,  as  an  indication 
that  the  vote  should  be  reduced  by  one-half. 
He  had  always  thought  that  a  vote  of  the 
House  was  binding  upon  Ministers,  and  that 
they  had  to  see  it  carried  out.  Instead  of  the 
instruction  being  carried  out,  Ministers  had 
actually  spent  the  sum  of  £499. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  not  in  any  way 
anxious  to  injure  the  Christchurch  Industrial 
Exhibition,  but  the  position  seemed  a  very 
absurd  one  that  the  colony  should  contribute 
£500  when  there  had  been  a  profit  of  £2,000, 
which  the  House  had  a  right  to  assume  there 
had  been.  To  whom  was  the  £500  to  go,  and 
into  whose  pockets  was  it  to  be  paid  ? 

Mr.  HOGG  would  like  to  have  some  explana- 
tion as  to  the  item  for  the  New  Zealand  Insti- 
tute. The  question  of  this  vote  was  discussed 
twelve  months  ago,  and  the  House  deoided  by 
a  majority  to  reduce  the  vote,  as  an  indication 
that  there  should  be  a  substantial  reduotion. 
Then,  there  was  £518  for  the  Imperial  Institute. 
A  few  years  ago  members  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment and  their  supporters  had  declared  on 
the  platform  that  they  would  sanction  no  assist- 
ance to  the  Institute,  as  the  colony  was  not  in 
a  position  to  afford  it.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  frozen-meat  kiosk,  they  ought  to  have 
some  explanation  about  that  item — what  it 
was  intended  for,  and  what  benefit  it  was  to 
the  colony. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  agreed  with  the  preceding 
speaker  in  protesting  against  expenditure  on 
the  Imperial  Institute,  which  was  quite  use- 
less as  far  as  this  colony  was  concerned. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  had  visited  the  Imperial  Insti- 
tute, which  had  not  been  a  suooess,  and  he  did 
not  think  any  benefit  was  likely  to  accrue  from 
this  expenditure.  The  Institute  was  not  fre- 
quented by  people  who  were  likely  to  pro- 
duce any  result  so  far  as  this  colony  was  con- 
cerned. Some  small  expenditure  might  be 
necessary  for  the  care  of  the  property  belong- 
ing to  the  colony  whioh  was  there,  but  this 
should  not  exoeed  £150,  at  the  outside. 

Mr.  ALLEN  would  like  to  know  how  it  was 
that,  whereas  members  were  told  often,  in  con- 
nection with  expenditure  on  neoessary  works, 
that  they  must  wait  till  the  estimates  came 
down,  this  expenditure  could  be  made  on  the 
Imperial  Institute,  and  the  House  be  asked  to 
sanction  it  afterwards. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  with  regard  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  Master- 
ton  in  connection  with  the  New  Zealand  In- 
stitute, the  New  Zealand  Institute  Act  pro- 
vided that  a  sum  of  not  less  than  £500  must 
be  placed  every  year  on  the  estimates,  as 
he  had  stated  last  year  when  the  item  was 
under  discussion.  Whatever  changes  were 
made,  the  Government  were  compelled  by  law 
to  ask  the  House  for  £500:  that  was  why 
the  sum  appeared  on  the  estimates.    In  regard 
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to  the  Imperial  Institute,  if  there  was  any 
mistake  in  this  colony  contributing  towards 
it  the  mistake  went  further  back  tban  last 
year— to  the  time  when  it  was  first  decided  to 
make  a  contribution,  when  this  colony,  with 
others,  undertook  it.  He  pointed  out  to  the 
honourable  members  why  this  amount  was  ex- 
pended first,  and  then  the  House  asked  to 
sanction  it.  But  it  was  not  by  any  means  so 
unusual  a  thing  as  honourable  gentlemen 
would  appear  to  imagine.  It  very  frequently 
happened;  and  that  was  one  reason  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Executive  to  undertake 
the  responsibility,  and  from  time  to  time  re- 
port to  the  House  and  have  their  action  rati- 
fied. There  must  be  expenditure  taking  place 
constantly  between  sessions  of  Parliament 
which  required,  in  the  ordinary  course,  to  be 
ratified  by  Parliament.  They  had  in  England 
a  department  under  the  Agent-General,  who 
had  the  confidence  of  the  country,  and  from 
time  to  time  he  must  exercise  his  judgment 
and  undertake  certain  responsibilities,  and 
exercise  a  certain  amount  of  discretion  as  to 
the  payment  of  money  for  such  matters  as 
these,  which  appeared  to  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country.  Not  only  as  far  as  the  Insti- 
tute was  concerned  had  he  to  make  pay- 
ments, but  upon  other  matters,  and  had  to 
ask  the  Government  to  ratify  his  action.  In 
connection  with  this  Imperial  Institute,  when 
the  matter  first  came  before  the  Qovernment 
they  regarded  the  amount  that  had  been  paid 
for  the  fitting-up  of  the  New  Zealand  Court 
as  excessive,  and  made  very  strong  representa- 
tions to  that  effect.  One  item  they  took  spe- 
cial exception  to  was  the  establishment  of  this 
kiosk.  He  thought  the  amount  it  was  eventually 
settled  for  was  £350  less  than  they  were  asked 
originally  to  provide.  The  people  who  provided 
the  kiosk  considered  they  had  a  grievance,  and 
they  contended  that  the  amount  paid  them 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  arrangement 
that  had  been  made  with  them.  So  far  as  he 
could  gather,  the  amount  required  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  Imperial  Institute  was 
under  £800  a  year.  As  to  the  question  of 
withdrawing  their  support  from  the  Imperial 
Institute,  he  might  say  that  there  were  times 
when  it  was  necessary  a  country  should  not 
be  put  in  the  position  of  being  excessively 
mean.  Other  countries  were  standing  by  the 
arrangements  made,  and,  if  this  country  were 
to  withdraw,  amongst  a  very  large  number  of 
people  whose  good  opinion  of  the  country  it 
was  desirable  they  should  continue  to  hold,  that 
action  would  be  regarded  as  a  mean  withdrawal 
from  what  was  originally  regarded  as  a  fair 
understanding.  It  was  not  desirable,  for  such 
a  sum,  to  get  into  that  position,  and  for  that 
reason  he  thought  the  Committee  would  be 
acting  ill-advisedly  if  it  were  to  withdraw  its 
support  from  the  Imperial  Institute.  Whether 
it  was  of  as  much  servioe  to  the  country  as  it 
ought  to  be  was  a  matter  upon  which  he  enter- 
tained some  doubt.  From  returns  supplied  it 
appeared  that  about  eight  hundred  thousand 
people  passed  through  the  Institute  building 
within  a  limited  period. 


Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  gathered  from  the- 
Colonial  Treasurer  that  they  had  got  to  pay  this 
money,  and  he  ventured  to  say  it  was  a  piece 
of  gross  extravagance,  and  of  no  value  to  the 
colony. 

Mr.  EAKNSHAW  said,  with  regard  to  the 
New  Zealand  Institute,  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Committee  from  striking  out  any 
item  it  pleased.  One  pound  was  struck  off  the 
vote  last  year,  and  it  appeared  that  £499  had 
been  spent.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  odd 
pound  knocked  off  last  year  had  been  paid  out  ■ 
of  "  Contingencies."  The  amount  of  general 
contingencies  was  £7,000,  and  out  of  that  large 
sum  he  had  no  doubt  many  a  little  wrinkle 
could  be  worked.  With  regard  to  the  £2,000, 
"Grant  to  aid  flax  industry,"  this  amount 
seemed  to  him  to  be  quite  ample.  If  any 
one  could  invent  machinery  to  successfully 
separate  the  gum  from  the  fibre,  then  £100,000' 
would  be  at  that  person's  command,  and 
he  would  not  trouble  himself  much  about 
this  £2,000.  In  his  opinion,  the  Imperial  In- 
stitute and  this  kiosk  was  a  lot  of  humbug :  it 
only  served  for  a  social  gathering-ground  for 
the  colonial  upper  crust  in  London  ;  but,  as  to 
being  of  any  use  in  the  furtherance  of  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  it  was  all  "  buncombe." 
With  regard  to  the  grant  of  £500  to  the  Christ- 
church  Exhibition,  every  one,  both  inside  and 
outside  the  House,  was  glad  that  the  Exhibition 
was  a  success.  It  was  estimated  that  it  would 
result  in  a  profit  of  £2,000.  He  did  not  think 
the  colony  should  give  £500  in  addition.  The- 
Government  should  only  guarantee  that  amount 
against  loss.  He  hoped  the  profits  would  be 
devoted  towards  the  establishment  of  a  techni- 
cal school  in  Christchurch ;  and,  if  that  were 
done,  no  doubt  Auckland,  Dunedin,  and  other 
places  would  follow  the  example  of  Christ- 
church. 

Mr.  FLAT  MAN  wished  to  know  what  were 
the  conditions  attached  to  the  granting  of  this 
bonus  for  starch. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  whole  of  the  conditions  ■ 
were  gazetted. 

Mr.  PLATMAN  would  move,  That  the  item, 
14  Bonus  on  starch,  £200,"  be  struck  out.  They 
had  conceded  £248  of  duty  to  allow  rice  to 
come  in  at  2s.  a  hundredweight  instead  of  6s. 
for  the  purpose  of  making  starch,  and  the 
people  could  buy  starch  much  oheaper  if  cer- 
tain institutions  were  not  bolstered  up  in  this 
manner. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  as  the  conditions  had  been 
gazetted  for  some  time,  there  must  be  some 
firms  in  the  colony  that  had  gone  to  consider- 
able expense  in  making  arrangements  to  com- 
pete for  this  bonus,  and,  if  it  were  now  struck 
out,  it  would  be  doing  an  injustice  to  them. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  vote,  £19,318, 
agreed  to. 

Class  III. — Colonial  Treasurer's  Depabt- 

MENT. 

Treasury  Department,  £6,760. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  moved,  That  the  amount 
of  £700,  salary  of  the  Secretary  to  Treasury, . 
Receiver-  and  Paymaster-General,  be  reduced 
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by  £50.  This  officer  might  be  quite  deserving 
of  a  high  salary,  but  he  thought  if  they  could 
not  reduce  any  of  the  high  salaries  they  cer- 
tainly could  not  touoh  the  lower  ones. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  vote,  £6,760, 
agreed  to. 

Vote,  Friendly  Societies  Registry  Office, 
£1,120,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Office  of  Industries  and  Commerce, 
£925,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Land-  and  Income-tax  Department, 
£10,445,  agreed  to. 

Treasury  :  Miscellaneous  Services,  £6,800. 

Mr.  PI  RANI  would  like  to  ask  the  Treasurer, 
as  he  had  been  Home  lately,  what  he  thought 
of  the  value  of  the  services  of  Sir  P.  G.  Julyan 
as  Financial  Adviser  to  the  Government,  and 
whether  this  £400  on  the  estimates  was  a  sort 
of  pension  to  amuse  himself  with. 

Mr.  WARD  thought  it  was  very  important 
to  have  a  man  of  high  status  in  the  financial 
world  attached  to  the  colony  as  a  responsible 
adviser  in  financial  matters. 

Mr.  PI  RAN  I  asked  if  Sir  P.  G.  Julyan  was 
a  good  man  for  the  work. 

Mr.  WARD  considered  he  was,  and  the 
Agent- General  consulted  him  on  all  important 
financial  matters  oonnected  with  the  colony. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  understood  that  this  gentle- 
man did  not  now  reside  in  London,  and  was 
therefore  rather  out  of  touch  with  the  financial 
world,  and  there  were  many  people  who  thought 
he  Rhould  be  replaced  by  some  one  more  in 
touch  with  finance. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved,  That  the  item  "Fee  to 
Sir  P.  G.  Julyan  as  Financial  Adviser  to  the 
Government,  £400,"  be  struck  out,  so  that  it 
might  rest  with  the  Government  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  they  might  consider  desirable 
when  necessity  arone. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  quite  prepared  to  accept 
that  amendment,  as  he  had  long  felt  that  the 
colony  should  do  something  for  Sir  Julius 
Vogel,  and  the  Government  would  be  very  glad 
to  give  effect  to  any  wish  of  the  House  in  that 
direction. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  the  item  should  be  rein- 
stated on  the  supplementary  estimates  with  Sir 
Julius  Vogel's  name  attached. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  it  was  necessary 
to  have  a  Financial  Adviser  in  London  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  as  from  time  to  time  there 
were  changes  made  of  the  occupant  of  the 
Agent- General's  Office,  and  they  required  some 
one  in  the  financial  world  to  be  in  a  position  to 
.advise  the  officer  representing  New  Zealand  in 
London,  such  a  man,  if  he  carried  out  his  work 
thoroughly,  would  save  the  amount  paid  to  him 
over  and  over  again. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  item  struck  out. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved,  That  £50  be  deducted 
from  the  item  "  Contingencies," as  an  indication 
by  the  Committee  that  the  House  ought  to 
have  been  informed  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment in  reference  to  the  question  he  had  put 
three  or  four  times  in  the  House  as  to  sinking- 
fund  debentures.  No  indication  had  been 
s given  to  the  House  as  to  how  the  amount  had 
•  been  arrived  at.  He  simply  wished  to  see 
Mr.  McLachlan 


whether  the  Committee  approved  of  the  refusal 
of  the  Treasury  to  give  information  to  the 
House  on  this  matter. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  there  was  a  sum  of  £300 
voted  last  year  in  connection  with  the  New 
Zealand  Consols.  He  would  like  to  have  an 
explanation  of  that  expenditure. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that,  in  connection  with 
a  financial  department  such  as  this,  there 
must  be  some  clerical  work  done,  and  there 
were  applications  coming  in  in  connection  with 
the  department,  and  the  amount  of  that  was  a 
very  moderate  one. 

Mr.  BELL  would  support  the  amendment  of 
his  honourable  friend.  When  he  (Mr.  Bell) 
spoke  upon  this  matter  in  connection  with  the 
sinking  funds  of  local  bodies'  loans  the  Trea- 
surer refused  all  information.  Some  honour- 
able members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
supported  himself  and  others  who  sought  the 
information.  He  still  thought  they  were  en- 
titled to  that  information.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer said  the  Government  was  responsible, 
and  that  honourable  members  would  find  the 
information  published  next  year.  He  doubted, 
however,  very  much  whether  that  would  be  so ; 
but,  even  if  it  were  so,  the  position  which  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  placed  the  House  in  by  his 
present  attitude  was  that  he  was  asserting  the 
superiority  of  the  Government  to  Parliament, 
and  asserting  that  their  will  was  to  be  taken  for 
the  law  on  the  subject.  There  could  be  no 
real  difficulty,  he  should  think,  in  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  giving  an  explanation.  Having  fallen 
inco  the  error  at  one  time  of  refusing  to  give 
the  information,  he  persisted  in  the  error, 
and  seemed  to  think  there  would  be  some  loss 
of  prestige  if  he  were  now  to  give  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  this  information  about 
the  finance  of  the  country.  He  would  vote 
with  his  honourable  friend,  as  a  protest  against 
the  position  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
taken  up.  The  time  would  come,  he  had  no 
doubt,  when  it  would  be  considered  indefensible 
for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  adopt  this  atti- 
tude. The  time  would  come  when  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  would  have  sufficient 
independence  to  assert  the  paramount  right  of 
the  House  as  against  the  obstinate  refusal  of 
the  Government  to  give  the  information. 

Mr.  MASL1N  would  like  to  have  some  ex- 
planation as  to  the  items  charged  under  the 
head  of  "  Contingencies."  Last  year  £1,500  was 
voted,  whilst  only  £400  was  expended.  Why 
was  £1,500  asked  for  again  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said,  in  addition  to  the  amount 
expended  there  were  liabilities,  and  the  ad- 
ditional sum  put  down  was  to  cover  such 
liabilities.  He  did  not  want  to  go  into  the 
question  raised  by  the  honourable  members  for 
Wellington  City,  further  than  to  say  that  he 
had  the  certificate  of  the  Controller  and  Audi- 
tor-General and  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Ad- 
visers in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  that  was 
quite  sufficient  for  him.  It  appeared,  however, 
not  to  be  sufficient  for  those  two  honourable 
members. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— We  do  not  know  anything 
about  that. 
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Mr.  WARD  said,  No,  but  the  honourable 
member  would  know  it  at  the  right  time. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— When  is  that? 

Mr.  WARD.— Next  year.  They  had  reviewed 
-and  discussed  the  whole  financial  position  for 
the  year  in  the  financial  debate.  What  the 
honourable  member  was  asking  for  was  the  ac- 
tual procedure  in  connection  with  the  finances 
of  the  country,  so  far  as  this  sinking  fund  of 
local  bodies'  loans  was  concerned  for  the  com- 
ing year. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said,  not  at  all.  He  did  not  say 
the  honourable  member  was  wilfully  deceiving 
the  House ;  but,  if  that  were  not  so,  lie  was 
presuming  upon  the  ignorance  of  the  House. 
What  was  the  position?  They  were  dealing 
-with  the  supply  of  this  year. 

Mr.  WARD. — The  amount  is  not  in  supply 
at  all. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  was  not  saying  it  was 
in  supply,  but  it  was  one  of  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  year.  £145,400  was  an  amount 
which  they  were  borrowing  this  year  for  the 
present  year,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  deal  with  the  finance  of  the  year.  What 
•did  the  honourable  member  mean  by  telling 
the  House  that  they  would  know  the  position 
•at  the  end  of  next  year — that  they  would  know 
then  how  the  ways  and  means  were  to  be  dealt 
with  ?  Were  they  to  wait  till  next  year  to  know 
\how  their  ways  and  means  were  to  be  made 
up?  The  honourable  member  might  as  well 
ask  the  House  next  year  to  discuss  the  tariff 
•of  this  year,  or  to  discuss  other  items  of  the 
revenue  of  this  year.  They  had  a  right  to  deal 
with  the  revenue  of  this  year,  and  they  had  a 
Tight  to  know  the  money  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  borrowing  this  year  in  aid  of  the 
supply  of  the  year ;  and  they  had  been  denied 
that  information.  He  ventured  to  say  that  no 
Treasurer  in  any  other  Parliament  would  dare 
to  treat  the  House  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
had  treated  that  House. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  struck  him  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  presuming  very 
much  on  the  ignoranoe  of  members  of  the 
House.  Why  did  not  the  honourable  member 
ask  him  to  explain  what  the  future  Customs 
was  to  be  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  have  done  so. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  why  did  not  the  honour- 
able member  ask  what  the  Customs  revenue  was 
to  be  for  the  next  six  months?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  knew  more  about  this  ques- 
tion than  probably  other  honourable  members 
thought.  It  appeared  to  him  that  both  those 
honourable  gentlemen,  in  asking  for  an  ex- 
planation, did  so  from  entirely  different  motives 
from  those  supposed  by  some  honourable  mem- 
bers. He  could  not  understand  the  persistency 
with  which  those  honourable  members  returned 
to  this  subject  and  denounced  those  who  would 
not  give  the  information  which  they  asked  for. 
All  this  loud-mouthed  talk  would  not  coerce 
him  into  giving  information  which  he  did  not 
think  it  right  to  give.  No  former  Treasurer 
gave  such  information  in  the  way  it  was  now 
asked  for.  The  honourable  member  was  asking 
him  to  anticipate  the  position  for  the  ooming 


year,  which  information,  as  he  had  said,  would 
be  given  when  the  year  had  passed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  had  told  the  honour- 
able member  more  than  once  that  he  had  got 
no  information,  and  he  was  surprised  at  the 
honourable  gentleman  repeating  the  statement. 
What  was  the  position  ?  The  estimate  which 
he  (Sir  R.  Stout)  referred  to  was  an  estimate  of 
the  Treasurer — an  estimate  which  he  chose  to 
bring  down  with  his  Financial  Statement.  It 
was  included  in  the  ways  and  means  for  the 
year,  and  in  those  ways  and  means  for  the 
year  there  appeared  a  sum,  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  to  raise  by  loan,  of  £145,400. 
Had  the  House  not  a  right  to  ask  him  how 
that  sum  was  arrived  at  ?  Did  the  honourable 
gentleman  mean  to  say  that  that  was  an  im- 
proper question?  Honourable  members  were 
told  coolly  that  they  must  wait  until  next  year 
to  obtain  information  as  to  a  loan  which  was 
to  be  raised  this  year.  The  loan  had  been 
raised.  It  appeared  in  the  Gazette,  If  mem- 
bers would  turn  to  the  gazetted  aocounts  for 
the  quarter  ending  with  June  they  would  see 
that  that  sum  appeared  to  have  been  borrowed. 
That  was  where  he  got  the  information  from. 
It  was  also  mentioned  in  the  table  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  Financial  State- 
ment. Did  the  honourable  gentleman  mean 
to  say  that  it  was  improper  that  the  House 
should  know  the  money  which  he  was  borrow- 
ing for  this  year  ?  If  the  House  was  going  to 
sit  under  that,  and  allow  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  borrow  £145,600  and  give  them  no 
information  how  that  had  been  made  up,  and 
as  to  the  sums  which  had  been  borrowed,  the 
honourable  member  was  presuming  on  the 
obedience  of  the  members  of  that  House  in  a 
way  in  which  very  few  Colonial  Treasurers  had 
presumed. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  not  the  position 
which  the  honourable  member  had  put  before 
the  House  at  different  times.  The  honourable 
member  had  on  previous  occasions  asked  under 
what  law  this  had  been  done. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  was  so,  and  he  had 
told  the  honourable  member  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
on  the  point.  The  honourable  member  then 
asked  under  what  section  of  the  Act  it  was 
done.  It  was  not  a  question  as  to  where  the 
money  was  coming  from  at  all.  The  honour- 
able member  had  always  asked  under  what  law 
it  was  done.  The  honourable  member  had  set 
up  his  legal  opinion  against  that  of  the  law 
advisers  of  the  Crown,  and  against  the  authority 
of  the  Controller  and  Audi  tor- General.  The 
Government  were  acting  under  the  advice  of 
their  law  advisers,  and  they  intended  to  do  so. 

SirR.  STOUT  was  amazed  at  the  persistency 
with  which  the  honourable  gentleman  made 
statements  which  were  not  in  accordance  with 
facts.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would  refer 
to  Question  17,  which  he  asked  him  on  the 
previous  day,  he  would  see  the  point  in  regard 
to  which  he  (Sir  R.  Stout)  desired  informa- 
tion. This  was  the  question :  "  Sir  R.  Stout  to 
ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  Whether,  in  corn- 
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puting  the  amount  of  sinking  funds  against 
which  debentures  under  *  The  Consolidated 
Stock  Act,  1884/  have  been  issued  this  year,  he 
added  sinking  funds  or  increases  of  such  under 
'The  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act, 
1886/  which  aocrued  in  years  prior  to  the 
present  financial  year ;  and,  if  so,  was  this  in 
accordance  with  law  ?  "  The  first  part  of  the 
question  the  honourable  gentleman  never  at- 
tempted to  answer.  He  declined  to  state 
whether  the  increases  for  the  past  year  had 
been  drawn  against  or  not. 

Mr.  BELL  said  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had 
represented  him  as  asking  for  information 
which  he  had  already  obtained  from  some  other 
source.  He  was  getting  accustomed  to  the 
kind  of  underhand  tactics  adopted  by  the 
Government  benches  as  soon  as  they  were 
attacked.  The  honourable  gentlemen  at  once 
made  insinuations  against  chose  making  the 
attack.  In  this  case,  as  in  others,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  entirely  wrong.  He  had 
gathered  his  information  from  the  honourable 
gentleman's  own  Financial  Statement,  and 
from  his  other  statements,  in  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposed  to  set  up  a 
sinking  fund,  forsooth,  for  the  general  debt  for 
the  first  time,  when  he  was  going  to  snatch 
the  sinking  funds  of  local  bodies'  loans.  The 
question  which  his  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  and  he 
desired  to  be  informed  about  was,  whether  de- 
bentures had  been  issued  against  accretions  of 
past  years.  That  was  a  legitimate  question  to 
ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  It  was  a  matter 
upon  which  the  House  should  be  informed.  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  perfectly  right  in  saying 
that  the  House  would  not  extract  information 
from  him  unless  it  thought  fit,  and  he  was  also 
perfectly  correct  in  thinking  that  the  House 
would  not  extract  the  information  from  him; 
but  the  minority  that  wanted  the  information 
had  a  perfect  right  to  ask  for  it.  Was  it  right 
for  the  Ministry  to  say  that  it  was  improper 
for  members  to  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for 
such  information  because  he  knew  the  majority 
at  his  back  would  not  extract  the  informa- 
tion from  him  ?  The  course  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  taking  in  this  matter  was 
an  exceedingly  dangerous  one,  and  entirely 
unprecedented.  With  regard  to  the  question 
that  had  been  raised  as  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  set- 
ting up  his  opinion  against  the  advice  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  that  did  not  affect 
the  matter  at  all.  He  (Mr.  Bell)  from  first  to 
last  had  never  expressed  any  opinion  on  the 
matter.  He  had  been  arguing  only  that  the 
course  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  proposed 
to  take  was  a  new  departure,  and  he  begged 
respectfully  to  differ  from  the  Treasurer  and  the 
Premier  in  the  opinion  they  held  upon  the  mat- 
ter. He  had  always  deemed  it  their  right  to 
act  upon  the  opinion  of  their  own  Law  Officers, 
but,  when  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
was  in  conflict  with  the  opinion  of  one  who 
was  so  much  entitled  to  respeot  as  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City,  the  Government 
ought  at  least  to  pause.  His  reoord  was  quite 
Sir  R.  Stout 


clear  in  the  matter.  He  had  never  expressed 
an  opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  the  course  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  taken :  he  had  limited 
his  argument  to  a  discussion  of  the  wisdom  or 
the  unwisdom  of  what  was  proposed.  But  the- 
House  ought  to  have  particulars  of  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  order  to  see 
how  far  he  proposed  to  go  in  the  new  departure. 
Perhaps  he  would  not  have  another  opportunity- 
after  this  of  discussing  the  matter;  but  he- 
would  state  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  knew 
that  what  he  was  doing  was  wrong.  He  knew 
that  he  was  adding  an  enormous  debt  to  the 
colony,  and  that  he  was  going  to  place  enor- 
mous annual  burdens  in  the  future  upon  the 
people.  It  was  a  wicked  misappropriation  and 
a  theft  of  the  property  of  the  people  who  would 
have  to  bear  the  burdens  of  the  oolony  twenty 
years  hence. 

The  CHAIRMAN  thought  the  word  "theft" 
was  hardly  a  proper  expression. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  would  withdraw  the  word,, 
and  substitute  "  misappropriation."  His  mean- 
ing, however,  would  not  be  altered.  He  did 
not  intend  any  reflection  upon  the  personal" 
character  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  it- 
was  quite  a  common  occurrence  in  the  House 
to  speak  of  the  Treasurer  as  having  "  seized  " 
the  sinking  funds.  It  would  be  absurd  to 
suggest  that  anything  personal  was  intended; 
but  he  would  repeat  that  the  Treasurer,  in  the 
course  he  was  taking  under  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  was  doing  a  wrong  and  wicked 
thing.  In  refusing  to  give  the  details  of  the 
transaction  he  was  reducing  representative 
institutions  to  a  farce.  There  sat  the  Trea- 
surer, and  behind  him  sat  his  majority,  while 
the  representatives  of  the  people  who  were  in 
the  minority  were  denied  all  information  which, 
as  representatives  of  the  people,  they  were  just 
as  much  entitled  to  receive  as  the  Premier 
himself. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  the  House 
would  expect  him  to  sit  silent  in  the  face  of 
the  double-barrelled  attack  made  by  the  mem- 
bers for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout  and 
Mr.  Bell)  upon  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  He 
hoped  that  when  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Bell)  read  the  report  of  his 
speech  in  the  morning  he  would  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  had  used  language 
that  was  not  warranted,  and  that,  such  being 
the  case,  he  would  apologize  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  for  the  words  he  had  used.  There 
was  no  member  of  that  House  who  had  with- 
drawn more  statements  or  apologized  more  fre- 
quently than  the  honourable  gentleman.  He 
(Mr.  Seddon)  desired  to  say  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  not  misappropriated  any  of  those 
funds.  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Bell)< 
had  told  the  House  that  he  had  never  expressed 
any  opinion  of  his  own  as  to  whether  it  was 
legal  or  otherwise  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  do  what  he  was  doing.  He  would  ask,  was 
that  not  an  expression  of  opinion — to  say  that 
there  had  been  misappropriation  and  theft? 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
even  used  the  word  "  stealing  "  as  applied  to  • 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.    He  thought  that  was 
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expressing  a  most  marked  legal  opinion  upon 
the  action  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Both 
those  honourable  gentlemen  differed  with  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  in  regard  to  the 
^question ;  and  it  had  been  stated  in  the  public 
journals  that  action  was  to  be  taken  against 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  respect  to  the  mat- 
ter. There  was  no  doubt  that  that  report  was 
circulated  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating 
members  that  evening,  who  knew  the  question 
was  ooming  up  on  the  estimates.  However, 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  a  man  of  backbone, 
and  under  the  circumstances  he  was,  no  doubt, 
perfectly  justified  in  adhering  to  the  course  he 
was  pursuing.  Last  year  not  a  single  word  was 
said  regarding  the  sum  of  £117,000  that  ap- 
peared in  the  Financial  Statement;  but  now, 
in  the  Financial  Statement  for  the  present 
year,  because  the  sum  of  £145,000  appeared 
they  had  all  this  discussion.  There  was  no 
Colonial  Treasurer  who  had  ever  occupied  the 
benohes  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  by  the 
colleagues  of  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
City  providing  for  the  accretions  of  the  sink- 
ing funds  being  used  who  had  done  this,  and 
honourable  members  ought  to  know  that  as 
the  moneys  were  set  free  they  went  to  pay  off 
these  debentures.  Every  honourable  member 
knew  that,  just  as  well  as  the  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City ;  and  he  said  again  that 
the  reflection  cast  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Sir  K.  Stout)  was  oast 
against  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General, 
because  before  the  sinking  funds  could  be.  de- 
voted to  this  purpose  the  amount  available 
had  to  be  gazetted,  and  the  certificate  of  the 
Controller  and  Auditor  had  to  be  given.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
B.  Stout)  knew  perfectly  well  that  that  certifi- 
cate had  been  given.  He  had  asked  the  other 
day  whether  what  the  Government  had  done 
had  been  done  on  legal  advice.  He  (Mr.  Sed- 
don)  would  reply  that  it  had  been  done  under 
legal  advice,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Controller  and  Auditor-General.  Therefore,  in 
the  faoe  of  that,  the  Government  were  quite 

}*ustified  in  acting  on  the  advice  of  their  own 
egal .  officers.  If,  in  acting  as  they  had  done 
under  the  advice  of  the  Crown  Law  Officers, 
and  with  the  sanction  and  consent  of  the  Con- 
troller and  Auditor -General,  there  had  been 
misappropriation,  every  Government  and  every 
Colonial  Treasurer  had  been  misappropriating 
the  public  funds  right  along  the  line.  There 
could  not  be  any  wrongdoing  so  long  as  the 
Government  acted  in  accordance  with  the  law 
and  on  constitutional  lines.  Because  certain 
legal  gentlemen  differed  from  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  and  could  not  obtain  certain  in- 
formation, was  every  member  of  the  House  to 
be  termed  a  servile  follower  because  the  ma- 
jority would  not  agree  to  support  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  in  what  they  were  thinking? 
Were  members  and  Ministers  to  be  insulted  in 
that  way  simply  because  the  Treasurer  would 
not  give  an  answer  which  would  suit  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  ? 
He  desired  to  make  good  his  first  assertion, 
that  the  Government  bad  seized  the  sinking- 
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funds  belonging  to  the  local  bodies ;  but  the 
House  had  been  told  that  Colonial  Treasurer 
after  Colonial  Treasurer  had  violated  the  law 
by  not  setting  apart  sinking  funds  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Aot  passed  by  the  late  Mr.  Bal- 
lance.  If  there  ever  was  misappropriation  that 
was  the  time.  The  fact  was  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  misappropriated  nothing.  Last 
year  the  amount  of  the  debentures  issued 
against  the  local  bodies'  loans  was  £117,000; 
this  year  the  amount  was  £145,000.  The 
amount  was  rather  large  this  year;  and  the 
honourable  members  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout  and  Mr.  Bell)  wished  to  make  out  that 
it  was  borrowing.  That  was  what  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  were  driving  at;  but  it  was 
impossible  for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  know 
what  might  be  done  in  London  in  regard  to 
the  issuing  of  the  debentures  under  the  loan 
conversions,  or  to  say  whether  the  operations 
would  be  increased  or  deoreased  by  the  conver- 
sions that  were  taking  place.  Until  that  was 
worked  out  he  could  not  say  if  his  estimates 
would  be  realised,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knew  it  very  well.  His  action  was  simply 
prompted  because  he  could  not  get  the  informa- 
tion to  support  his  contention  about  the  seizure 
of  the  funds.  Because  he  could  not  get  that 
information  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
disappointed;  and  they  found  his  colleague, 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell),  supporting  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  using  language  that  ought  to  have 
been  checked. 

Mr.  BELL  rose  to  say  that  he  repeated  and 
reiterated  every  word  that  he  had  used.  The 
Premier  was  very  fond  of  roading  him  a  lesson 
as  to  his  conduct,  but  the  Premier  used  more 
violent  language  and  made  more  offensive  innu- 
endoes than  any  other  man  he  had  ever  met 
inside  or  outside  the  House.  He  (Mr.  Bell)  did 
not  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  dourse  adopted  by  the  Treasurer;  but  it 
was  misappropriation.  This  was  the  effect  of 
it :  At  present  the  local  bodies'  loans  amounted 
to  £850,000 ;  part  of  these  had  been  converted, 
and  the  whole  of  the  money  had  been  spent  not 
on  colonial  but  on  local  objects ;  the  colony 
had  not  the  assets;  the  colony  had  advanced 
the  money,  and  the  local  bodies  refunded  it  by 
twenty-six  annual  payments  at  5  per  cent.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  the  obligations  of  the 
local  bodies  ceased.  In  1892  the  late  Mr.  BaU 
lance,  then  Colonial  Treasurer,  set  up  a  sinking 
fund  of  1}  per  cent,  from  the  Consolidated  Fund 
and  }  per  cent,  from  the  Land  Transfer  Fund, 
making  a  fund  of  2  per  cent,  to  be  paid  an- 
nually to  the  Public  Trustee ;  and  at  the  end 
of  twenty-six  years  this  would  liquidate  the 
capital  of  the  debt.  The  Treasurer  for  the  first 
time  this  year  was  applying  the  Aot  of  1884, 
by  virtue  of  the  Act  of  1891,  to  this  sinking 
fund,  and  was  borrowing  against  it  and  add- 
ing that  2  per  cent,  to  his  revenue,  the  result 
being  that  his  revenue  would  be  annually  in- 
creased ;  and,  at  the  end  of  twenty-six  years, 
instead  of  £850,000  being  paid  up,  the  colony 
would  owe  £850,000,  and  would  have  to  pay 
the  whole  interest  on  that  amount.    That  was 
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what  he  said  was  casting  the  harden  on  pos- 
terity. The  misappropriation  was  this:  that, 
whereas  now  they  owed  £850,000  nominally — 
but  not  actually,  because  the  local  bodies  were 
paying  the  interest,  and  2  per  cent,  was  pro- 
vided for  sinking  fund,  which  at  the  end  of 
twenty-six  years  would  liquidate  the  debt — the 
result  of  the  process  the  Treasurer  was  now 
adopting  for  the  first  time  was  that  they  would 
owe  at  the  end  £850,000,  and  have  to  find  the 
interest  on  it,  and  the  money  would  be  repre- 
sented not  by  colonial  assets,  but  by  local  roads 
and  bridges.  It  was  misappropriation  for  the 
purpose  of  increment  of  the  revenue  of  the 
year,  and  it  was  most  wasteful  extravaganoe, 
because,  to  add  that  small  sum  of  £20,000,  or 
whatever  it  might  be,  to  the  revenue  for  the 
year,  they  were  adding  this  enormous  sum  to 
the  debt  of  the  colony,  and  casting  this  enor- 
mous burden  of  annual  interest-charge  on  pos- 
terity. It  was  a  wicked  wrong  to  the  people 
of  the  colony.  He  had  nothing  to  regret  in  the 
language  he  bad  used.  The  only  person  who 
had  anything  to  regret  was  the  Treasurer,  who, 
having  devised  this  method  of  snatching  at  the 
revenue,  and  having  consulted  the  Law  Officers 
and  being  advised  that  he  could  legally  do  this 
wrong,  had,  for  the  sake  of  the  revenue  of  the 
year,  and  of  avoiding  some  taxation,  taken  this 
course,  which  he  would  live  to  regret. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man forgot  to  tell  the  House  this  fact:  He  had 
never  found  fault  with  preceding  Treasurers  in 
this  respect,  who  had  not  provided  the  sinking 
funds  that  ought  to  have  been  provided.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  suddenly  become 
virtuous,  as  had  the  senior  member  for  Wel- 
lington City.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
just  now  told  them  the  amount  involved  was 
a  paltry  £20,000;  but  he  would  ask,j[hat  was 
the  amount,  going  back  to  the  tirire  of  the 
passing  of  the  Aot  by  the  late  Premier  ?  The 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  said,  so  far 
as  looking  forward  was  concerned,  he  did  not 
take  exception 

Sir  E.  STOUT.— Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
said  that  if  it  applied  to  the  sinking  funds  of 
the  past  it  was  illegal ;  but  as  regarded  what 
might  happen  in  the  future  he  did  not  express 
an  opinion.  That  was  the  nearest  construction 
he  could  put  on  the  honourable  gentleman's 
language.  But  was  it  a  new  thing  to  issue  de- 
bentures in  aid  of  revenue  ?  They  had  been 
doing  it  for  years.  If  under  the  Loans  Con- 
version Act  it  was  wrong  year  after  year  to 
issue  these  debentures,  why  not  repeal  that 
Act?  That  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  the 
trouble.  If  the  House  had  not  passed  the 
Act  of  1891  this  question  could  not  have  been 
raised.  Honourable  gentlemen  should  not  find 
fault  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer ;  what  they 
should  do  was  to  repeal  the  Act  of  1891.  It 
had  been  on  the  statute-book  ever  since ;  but 
had  either  of  the  honourable  members  for  Wel- 
lington City  taken  any  action  in  regard  to  that 
law?  No  member  could  say  that  a  single 
word  had  been  said  against  it.  The  Treasurer 
was  acting  under  the  law,  and  the  Auditor- 
Afr.  Bell 


General  had  issued  his  certificate,  and  that 
supported  the  position  of  the  Government.  If 
these  honourable  gentlemen  could  only  manage 
to  create  a  deficit  and  disorganize  the  Govern- 
ment finance  they  would  be  satisfied.  If  they 
could  only  wreck  the  Government  finance  they 
would  wreck  the  Government.  Why  should 
there  be  this  feeling,  and  why  these  harsh 
terms,  for  which  there  was  no  necessity? 
There  had  been  a  battle-royal  over  this.  The 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  made  the 
assertion  that  the  Government  had  seized  the 
sinking  funds.  He  was  going  to  prove  his  con- 
tention, if  he  could;  and,  like  the  little  boy  in 
Pears's  soap  advertisement,  he  never  would  be 
happy  till  he  did.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  was 
equally  in  the  right  when  he  said  he  would  not 
lay  down  that  dangerous  precedent. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  it  was  a  pity 
that  they  had  not  an  opportunity  of  taking  a 
straight-out  debate  on  this  question  of  whe- 
ther the  House  was  in  favour  or  not  in  favour  of 
using  the  local  bodies'  loans  for  General  Go- 
vernment purposes.  If  the  Government  would 
say  that  they  would  give  an  opportunity  of 
having  that  out  in  debate  before  the  end  of  the 
session  he  would  say  nothing  now.  The  first 
question  was,  whether  there  was  a  concealment 
of  facts.  He,  for  one,  regretted  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  would  not  state  what  the  facts  were 
in  this  case.  He  (Mr.  Montgomery)  did  not 
know  what  the  facts  were,  but  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  the  following  statement  was 
made : — 

"  The  item  of  £145,400  in  aid  of  revenue  from 
debentures  issued  against  sinking-fund  accre- 
tions is  larger  than  last  year  by  the  amount  of 
£27,600.  A  large  proportion  of  this  excess  has 
arisen  in  consequence  of  the  inclusion  of  an 
amount  previously  omitted  in  respect  of  the 
accretions  connected  with  the  sinking  fund 
created  under  '  The  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act  Amendment  Act,  1892.' " 

What  he  wanted  to  know  was,  How  much  of 
these  accretions  were  in  this  £145,400  ?  If  he 
knew  that,  he  would  be  in  a  position  to  know 
whether  it  was  the  accretions  for  this  year  only 
which  were  proposed  to  be  taken,  or  whether 
it  comprised  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
sinking  fund  which  had  accrued  in  past  years, 
amounting  to  £64,454.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
ought  not  to  conceal  these  facts  about  publio 
money  from  members  of  the  House,  whether 
on  the  side  of  the  Government  or  on  that  of  the 
Opposition.  If  he  did  so,  the  inference  drawn 
was  that  there  was  something  to  conceal.  If 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  state  the  facts 
openly,  they  would  be  in  a  position  to  say 
whether  he  was  correct  or  not.  As  the  Trea- 
surer would  not  answer,  he  would  take  it  for 
granted  that  debentures  had  been  issued  under 
the  Act  of  1891  against  the  sinking  funds  of  local 
bodies'  loans.  The  first  question  was,  Could 
that  legally  be  done  ?  and  the  second  question, 
Was  it  right  or  expedient  that  this  should  be 
done,  in  the  interests  of  political  morality  ?  He 
could  not  see  that  it  was  intended  by  the  Aot, 
Whether  the  letter  of  the  law  would  allow  it 
was  quite  another  thing ;  but  when  the  Aot  of 
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1891  was  passed  it  could  not  have  been  con- 
templated that  it  should  apply  in  the  way  it 
•had  been  made  to  apply.  The  Act  of  1891  said 
that  all  provisions  of  the  Consolidated  Stock 
Act  of  1884  should  apply  to  such  conversion ; 
And  that  was  where  the  whole  point  came  in 
—whether  it  should  apply  to  such  conver- 
sion only,  or  whether  the  application  should 
be  general,  and  debentures  might  be  issued 
•against  sinking  funds  for  the  loans  of  local 
bodies,  as  was  provided  for  ordinary  sinking 
funds  under  the  Act  of  1884.  He  did  not  think 
they  could.  He  would  draw  honourable  mem- 
bers' attention  to  the  fact  that  this  was  not 
rthe  policy  of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  Mr. 
Ballance.  In  the  Financial  Statement  of  1891 
Mr.  Ballance  said, — 

11  The  Act  provides  (section  45)  that  an  an- 
nual appropriation  for  a  sinking  fund  shall  be 
onade,  but  nothing  has  been  done  up  to  the 
ipresent  in  this  direction.  I  have,  however,  de- 
termined that  1  per  cent,  per  annum,  includ- 
ing arrears  from  the  1st  February,  1888,  shall 
-be  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  sink- 
ing fund  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  Act, 
•and  I  have  accordingly  placed  upon  the  esti- 
mates a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  arrears,  and  for 
the  current  year." 

That  was  where  he  gathered  the  late  Colonial 
'  Treasurer's  opinion  on  the  subject.  In  turning 
to  the  Financial  Statement  of  1892,  he  found 
•that  Mr.  Ballance  expressed  himself  still  more 
x strongly.    He  said, — 

"  I  ought  to  add  that  I  was  unable  last  year 
to  provide  for  a  sinking  fund  in  respect  of 

•  The  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act, 
1886,'  in  consequence  of  the  absenoe  of  statu- 
tory power  to  enable  me  to  set  aside  the  moneys 
I  had  intended  for  the  purpose.  I  propose, 
however,  this  year  to  take  .power  by  Act  for  an 
appropriation  of  sinking  fund,  and  for  placing 
the  moneys  in  the  Public  Trust  Office,  with  a 
view  to  provide  for  the  extinction  of  the  debt 

•  as  the  terms  expire  when  the  local  authorities 
from  time  to  time  cease  to  pay  interest." 

That  was  the  polioy  of  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer.  The  policy  was  one  they  could  all 
.  understand.  The  facta  were  simply  these :  that 
'the  looal  bodies  borrowed  money  from  the 
Government  at  5  per  cent.,  and  paid  this  5  per 

•  cent,  for  twenty-six  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  the  loans,  as  far  as  the  looal  bodies  were 

•  concerned,  were  extinguished ;  and  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  that  the  loans 
should  not  only  be  extinguished  as  far  as  the 
local  bodies  were  oonoerned,  but  that  the  loans 

•  should  be  paid  oil  by  that  time.    He  said, — 

"The  rate,  as  the  Committee  is  aware,  is 

•  5  per  cent.,  and  the  borrowing  bodies  cease  to 
pay  interest  at  the  end  of  twenty- six  years.  If 
the  sinking  fund  is  not  adequate  to  redeem  the 
debentures  when  the  interest-paying  time  ex- 
pires, the  charge,  of  course,  will  fall  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  Now,  I  shall  provide  for 
this  contingency  to  some  extent  by  making 
provision  to  pay  1  per  cent,  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  to  an  acoount  in  the  Trust  Office. 
Another  1  per  cent,  has  begun  to  aocrue  by  a 

.  reduction  in  the  interest  paid  by  the  Govern- 


ment for  the  money  required  to  make  the 
grants.  It  was  originally  contemplated  that  the 
money  would  be  borrowed  at  4  per  cent.,  but 
4 J  per  cent,  is  the  rate  being  paid  for  the  use  • 
of  the  funds  so  employed.  I  propose  to  make 
the  sinking  fund  complete  by  taking  an  equi- 
valent from  the  Land  Transfer  Assurance  Fund 
accrued  in  the  Public  Trust  Office.  If  we  bor- 
row to  lend  to  the  local  bodies — the  interest 
payable  to  the  colony  ceasing  at  a  given  time 
—  we  ought  to  provide  against  the  day  of 
reckoning." 

That  was  a  polioy  they  could  understand,  and 
a  very  sensible  policy.  It  was  that  the  local 
bodies  should  have  an  opportunity  of  getting 
money  at  a  cheap  rate  from  the*  State,  and 
that,  as  they  paid  sinking  fund,  at  the  end  of 
twenty-six  years  the  whole  loan  was  paid  off. 
What  was  now  proposed  to  be  done?  If  he 
understood  the  Treasurer,  he  proposed  to  issue 
debentures  against  the  accretions  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  every  year.  What  he  proposed  was 
this :  that,  instead  of  these  loans  being  paid. off 
in  twenty-six  years,  the  local  bodies  ceased  to 
be  liable  for  the  loans  at  that  time,  but  they 
became  State  loans,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  gained  in  proportion  as  the 
local  authorities  borrowed.  The  more  they 
borrowed  the  more  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for 
the  time  being  gained,  because  the  local  authori- 
ties paid  into  the  Treasury.  He,  for  his  part, 
regretted  that  the  straightforward  course  ini- 
tiated by  Mr.  Ballance  had  not  been  pursued 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  He  was  sorry  that 
the  time-limit  would  not  allow  htm  to  put  his 
views  more  fully  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  very  interesting  to 
hear  honourable  gentlemen  talking  and  pro- 
fessing to  tell  the  House  how  much  they 
understood  about  this  matter.  It  was  very 
interesting  to  hear  the  last  speaker  unfold 
from  his  carefully-prepared  sheets  the  state- 
ments he  had  made,  and  it  was  very  amusing 
to  hear  him  backed  up  by  interjections  from 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  and 
Mr.  Bell,  when  making  statements  entirely  at 
variance  with  what  the  legal  position  was. 
They  made  all  sorts  of  statements  about  this 
matter,  which  were  very  amusing  to  listen  to. 
He  was  going  to  explain,  with  regard  to  this 
provision  for  sinking  funds,  that  the  late  Mr. 
Ballance  provided  that  2  per  cent,  should  be 
paid  to  the  Public  Trust  Office;  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  payment  was  being  made 
regularly,  and  was  being  invested  for  the  pur- 
pose Mr.  Ballance  originally  contemplated,  and 
that  was  not  being  departed  from  in  any  way. 
They  were  making  no  alteration  in  that  respect. 
Those  honourable  members  who  did  not  under- 
stand the  position  came  there  and  asked  what 
was  to  be  done  now — whether  that  was  to  be 
continued. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Is  it  cash? 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  being  paid  in  cash 
now.  The  1J  per  oent.  and  the  }  per  cent, 
were  being  provided  in  the  ordinary  way,  for 
the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  debt  when  it 
became  doe.  That  was  tbe  proposal  made  by. 
the  late. Mr.  Ballance,  and  it  was  not  going  to. 
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be  departed  from.  The  people  who  talked  of 
its  being  departed  from  were  extraordinarily 
auspicious  men,  who  believed  that  nobody 
could  do  the  right  thing  but  themselves. 

Sir  R,  STOUT  had  not  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  departed  from  it. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  member 
said  he  (Mr.  Ward)  had  never  departed  from 
it,  but  that  other  honourable  member  (Mr. 
Montgomery)  had  said  he  was  departing  from 
it.  They  were  for  ever  differing  amongst 
themselves  on  this  matter.  They  found  the 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B. 
Stout)  saying  that  he  (Mr.  Ward)  had  not  de- 

Euted  from  the  proposal  made  by  the  late  Mr. 
allance — and  neither  had  he— and  this  other 
honourable  gentleman  was  citing  the  late  Mr. 
Ball  an  ce  to  show  the  wisdom  of  his  course, 
whioh  he  (Mr.  Ward)  admitted,  and  also  to 
show  the  unwisdom  of  his  (Mr.  Ward's)  course, 
whioh  the  honourable  gentleman  assumed  to 
be  in  a  diametrically  opposite  direction.  Those 
who  talked  about  this  being  a  burden  on  the 
colony  when  these  loans  came  to  be  met  surely 
could  hardly  imagine  that  the  most  ordinary 
mind  was  going  to  accept  the  position  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Bell),  for  instance,  with  the  gentlemanly  sur- 
roundings with  which  he  was  good  enough  to 
embellish  his  remarks,  and  with  the  attributes 
of  one  who  was  always  posing  as  a  gentleman, 
put  to  the  House.  For  his  part,  he  (Mr.  Ward) 
did  not  prof  ess  to  ever  talk  in  other  than  a  plain 
matter-of-fact  way ;  and  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  were  in  his  position,  and  be  made 
use  of  similar  expressions,  he  would  expect  to 
be  told  it  was  offensive  and  very  improper. 
However,  he  did  not  profess  to  apply  such 
remarks  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
uttered  in  his  general  application  to  him.  As 
for  the  repayment  of  the  £854,000,  what  was 
taking  place  in  the  interval  ?  Supposing  there 
was  an  issue  of  debentures  against  accretions 
of  sinking  fund,  and  that  the  Government  had 
borrowed  up  to  the  extent  of  the  accretions 
which  the  local  bodies  had  in  the  meantime  to 
make,  what  was  the  cost  on  the  colony  ?  Had 
the  colony  got  nothing  against  the  £850,000, 
even  apart  from  the  question  of  sinking  fund  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  has  it  got? 
.  Mr.  WARD  asked,  would  it  not  have  got  the 
investment  of  the  moneys  which  it  had  obtained 
against  accretions  of  sinking  fund?  Would  it 
not  have  the  investment  of  the  money  in  the 
country  against  that  ? 
Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  what  was  the  use  of  telling 
him  "  No,"  when  there  was  2  per  cent,  being 
set  aside  during  the  currency  of  the  loan,  and 
the  moneys  raised  against  the  accretions  of  the 
sinking  fund  were  invested  in  ordinary  public 
works  on  the  undertaking  of  the  colony  that  it 
had  to  find  all  that?  What  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  have  done  was  to  condemn 
the  whole  of  the  late  Mr.  Ballance's  proposals 
in  connection  with  the  matter ;  if  he  wished  to 
be  consistent  he  should  condemn  the  practice  of 
raising  money  against  the  accretions  of  any  loan 
in  respect  of  which  there  was  a  sinking  fund. 
Mr.  Ward 


If  the  principle  was  so  bad  of  drawing  against 
the  sinking  lands  so  far  as  local  bodies'  loans 
were  eonberned,  it  was  equally  bad  in  respect  of 
any  of  the  general  loans  of  the  colony.  Those 
honourable  gentlemen  seemed  as  if  they  would 
be  quite  glad  that  the  whole  work  of  the  colony 
should  stop,  and  he  believed  that  some  honour* 
able  members  did  want  them  to  abandon  every 
resouroe  they  had  for  getting  money  for  the 
public  works  of  the  colony.  They  knew  that 
the  ordinary  affairs  of  the  colony  must  go  on,, 
and  they  wished  to  force  tbe  Government  to 
come  down  with  a  borrowing  policy,  so  that 
they  might  say  on  the  eve  of  the  general  elec- 
tion, "  Why,  here  is  the  Government  whioh 
talked  so  much  about  its  being  anon- borrowing 
Government  coming  out  now  with  a  straight- 
out  borrowing  policy."  If  they  had  been  going 
to  do  that,  would  they  have  availed  themselves- 
of  the  law  in  respect  of  the  sinking-fund  ac- 
cretions cf  the  local  bodies'  loans  ?  They  were 
not  quite  so  foolish  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man took  them  for.  If  the  late  Mr.  BaJlanoe- 
had  still  been  there  he  would  have  done  pre- 
cisely what  had  been  done  since  he  passed 
away.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  was  glad  to  find  that  the- 
honourable  members  for  Wairarapa  and  Waka- 
tipu  were  at  last  avowing  themselves  the  sup- 
porters in  this  matter  of  the  late  Mr.  Bal lance, 
because  there  were  no  more  determined  oppo- 
nents of  that  gentleman  when  he  was  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  FRASER.— Not  I. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  at  any  rate  tbe  honourable  - 
member  for  Wairarapa  was,  because  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  had  never  seen  him  support  Mr.  Ballance 
in  any  important  matter  during  the  time  he- 
(Mr.  Ward)  had  been  in  the  House.  He  knew 
Mr.  Ballance's  views  on  the  finances  of  the- 
colony,  and  he  repeated,  if  Mr.  Ballance  were 
Treasurer  now,  instead  of  going  in  for  a  wild' 
borrowing  policy,  whioh  some  honourable  mem- 
bers would  seem  to  advocate,  he  would,  as 
a  sensible  man,  have  exercised  his  brains  to- 
obtain  money  in  a  legitimate  way  so  as  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  ooloqy.  It  was  the 
same  thing  in  the  finance  carried  on  by  the 
present  Government.  They  had  heard  a  good 
deal  about  their  Treasury  bills,  about  their 
ordinary  contributions  to  Consolidated  Fund,, 
about  loan-conversions,  about  sinking  funds 
and  about  trust  funds,  about  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office  and  about  Consols,  but  they 
never  had  a  single  instance  since  he  had  been 
in  the  Ministry  of  one  of  those  honourable 
members  who  were  condemning  their  financial 
proposals  saying  that  any  one  of  the  Govern- 
ment's financial  proposals  was  right.  They  said 
they  were  all  wrong. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  had  noticed  all  through 
these  estimates  that  there  were  "Contingen- 
cies "  here  and  "  Contingencies  "  there,  and  he- 
failed  to  see  why  it  should  be  so.  He  failed  to 
see  why  for  these  miscellaneous  services  they 
phould  have  suoh  a  large  amount  as  £1,500  for 
contingencies ;  and  he  would  therefore  move,. 
That  this  sum  be  reduced  by  £500.  He  thought, 
it  was  altogether  irregular  to  have  these  vast, 
sums  of  money  put  down  for  contingencies.-. 
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Last  year  the  Government  took  a  vote  of  £1,500 
lor  contingencies,  and  all  they  spent  was  £498. 
That  showed  that  such  a  large  amount  was  not 
required,  and  only  tended  to  swell  the  esti- 
mates and  make  it  appear  in  the  succeeding 
year  lhat  the  Government  had  done  a  very 
great  fttfeke  of  economy. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  again  repeated  that  he  was 
exceedingly  sorry  the  Colonial  Treasurer  could 
not  answer  the  plain  question  he  had  put. 
Now,  what  was  the  position?  It  was  this: 
Debentures  had  been  issued,  for  the  quarter 
beginning  the  1st  April  and  ending  on  the  80th 
June  amounting  to  £145,400.  He  did  not  care 
one  atom  about  the  legal  aspect  of  the  question. 
The  thing  he  complained  of  was  this:  When 
he  had  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer  how  this 
£145,400  was  made  up  he  could  not  got  a  reply 
from  him — the  honourable  gentleman  declined 
to  say.  It  was  a  mere  quibble  to  talk  about 
the  legal  question.  The  question  was,  How  was 
this  computation  arrived  at?  He  believed 
it  included  the  £64,544  of  the  accrued  sinking 
funds  of  the  Government  loans  to  local  bodies* 
.£14,030  was  also  taken  from  aooretions  of  sink- 
ing funds  of  this  loan.  The  seizure  of  the 
linking  funds  had  been  illegal  and  improper, 
and  a  misappropriation  of  public  money.  He 
challenged  the  Treasurer  to  state  whether  lie 
had  takes  these  funds  or  not.  That  was  the 
-question.  It  was  not  a  question  of  his  (Sir  R. 
Stout's)  law,  or  that  of  any  one  else  on  the  mat- 
ter. The  Colonial  Treasurer  was  afraid  to  an- 
swer his  question  because  he  knew  that  he  had 
•done  wrong.  At  the  end  of  the  twenty-six  years 
the  Treasurer  would  have  a  sinking  fund,  it  was 
true,  but  he  would  have  the  same  amount  of 
•debentures  against  it,  so  that  one  transaction 
would  wipe  the  other  out.  Taking  these  deben- 
tures was  a  most  monstrous  and  indefensible 
thing.  He  had  received  no  information  on  this 
matter  except  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer's 
•own  table  No.  3  of  the  Financial  Statement, 
which  said  there  was  £64,354  of  accrued  sink- 
ing funds.  He  had  made  his  calculations  from 
the  honourable  gentleman's  own  figures.  Surely 
the  House  had  a  right  to  know  when  a  loan  had 
been  issued  by  the  Treasurer,  and  under  what 
authority  it  had  been  issued. 

Mr.  BELL  thought  that  the  Treasurer  had 
•endeavoured  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the 
House  when  he  spoke  of  the  sinking  funds  being 
paid  to-  the  Public  Trustee.  Every  one  knew 
the  position  in  that  respect.  But  here  the 
Treasurer  raised  money  by  debentures.  He 
received  money  from  the  local  bodies,  and  paid 
the  casli  to  the  Public  Trustee,  and  at  the 
end  oi  twenty-six  years  there  would  be  the 
einking  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Public 
Trustee,  but  the  principal  debt  would  still  be 
due.  There  would  be  the  debentures  repre- 
senting the  amount  of  the  sinking  funds, 
which  would  have  to  be  cancelled  by  the 
sinking  funds.  This  sinking  fund  would  be 
applied  to  the  redaction  of  the  debentures :  the 
whole  debt  would  remain.  This  was  no  mat- 
ter of  prophecy ;  it  was  a  fact,  demonstrable 
to  the  satisfaction  of  even  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself ;  and,  because  he  (Mr.  Bell) 


denounced  the  course  that  had  been  takeri, 
the  honourable  gentleman  ace  used  him  of  apply- 
ing offensive  terms  to  him.  This  meant  an 
increase  of  the  public  debt  to  the  extent  of 
£850,000 }  and  the  interest  -  charges  would 
amount  to  about  £40,000  a  year,  and  might 
probably  be  more  like  £60,000.  The  terms  he 
had  used  in  connection  with  this  matter  oould 
not  be  called  offensive,  and  his  statements 
oould  be  demonstrated  by  arithmetical  calcu- 
lation. The  Treasurer  in  his  grasp  for  revenue 
had  seized  something  which  he  must  know  it 
was  against  all  political  morality  to  take,  and 
yet  the  Committee  had  not  the  power  to  in- 
quire as  to  what  was  being  done,  or  into  the 
details  of  the  amounts  it  was  proposed  to  take. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  must  be  assumed  that 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  was  also  a 
party  to  this  so-called  wicked  wrong  and  mis- 
appropriation of  funds,  because  that  officer  had 
full  legislative  authority  to  prevent  the  mis- 
appropriation or  theft  of  public  funds.  The 
Controller  and  Auditor- General  would  be  the 
laet  man  to  be  a  party  to  any  Buoh  thing.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  those  two  honourable 
members  for  Wellington  City  wished  to  con- 
demn the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  to  exonerate 
the  Auditor-General. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  had.  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  were  trying  to  leave  their  own 
friends  out  of  the  matter.  If  any  one  was  to 
be  hung  over  it,  let  the  Controller  be  included, 
as  he  was  just  as  much  in  it  as  himself. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Have  you  drawn  against 
those  past  accretions  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
knew  that  the  proper  time  to  discuss  such 
matters  was  when  they  were  dealing  with  the 
finances  of  the  year.  The  House  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  the  Government  would  carry 
on  the  finance  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and 
if  there  was  anything  wrong  they  would  be 
condemned  by  the  country.  At  the  time  when 
the  loan  matured  honourable  members  and 
other  people  would  look  back  and  see  that  he 
(Mr.  Ward)  was  right  in  what  he  had  done, 
and  they  would  wonder  at  the  attitude  of  the 
honourable  members  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout  and  Mr.  Bell),  and  also  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere. 

Mr.  McNAB  must  certainly  congratulate  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  on  the  way  he  had  kept  the 
enemy  at  bay.  The  way  in  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  dealt  with  the  attacks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Bell)  certainly  displayed 
an  immense  amount  of  ability  on  his  part. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Bell)  stated  that  he  had  never  expressed 
any  view  as  to  the  legality  of  this  operation. 
On  the  15th  August  the  honourable  gentleman 
said,  "The  Colonial  Treasurer  proposes  to 
adopt  a  course  whioh  he  certainly  thought 
was  illegal." 

Mr.  BELL  said  if  the  honourable  member 
went  on  he  would  see  that  he  was  wrong.    The 
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honourable  member,  however,  was  out  of  order 
in  referring  to  a  previous  debate,  and  her  was 
misrepresenting  him  (Mr.  Bell). 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mataura  was  out  of  order  in  referring 
to  a  previous  debate. 

Mr.  McNAB  said  that,  in  spite  of  the  plain 
statement  he  had  just  read  from  Hansard, 
be  would  accept  the  statement  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  he  had  never  expresRed 
any  opinion  that  it  was  illegal.  He  might 
say  that  he  (Mr.  McNab)  was  not  one  of 
those  members  of  the  House  who  approved  of 
seizing  sinking  funds.  He  disapproved  of  it 
altogether,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  accrued 
funds  of  these  local  bodies,  but  in  the  case 
of  all  other  sinking  funds.  He  thought,  when 
he  heard  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  describing  in  such 
graphic  language  the  evils  which  would  follow 
such  action,  that  there  was  nothing  whioh  one 
oould  describe  so  well  as  what  he  had  himself 
brought  about,  seeing  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  was  the  author  of  the  mea- 
sure whioh  enabled  that  to  be  done.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  whether  or  not  the 
sinking  funds  of  the  Government  loans  to  local 
bodies  could  be  seized,  he  would  like  to  refer 
;to  a  debate  whioh  took  place  in  another  place, 
when  the  Consolidated  Stock  Act  of  1891  was 
being  passed.  The  operation  of  that  Act, 
honourable  members  would  see,  was  to  bring 
"  The  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act, 
,1886,"  under  the  operation  of  the  Act  oM884. 
He  understood  that  it  was  argued  that  the 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  was 
only  brought  under  the  operation  of  a  portion 
of  the  Consolidated  Stock  Aot.  He  would  read 
to  the  House  what  Sir  Patrick  Buckley  said  : 
"  The  object  of  this  Bill  was  a  very  short  one. 
It  was  to  include  in  the  sohedule  of  the 
Consolidated  Stock  Aot  of  1884  the  Acts 
which  were  referred  to  in  the  2nd  clause  of 
the  Bill."  One  of  the  Acts  referred  to  in  the 
2nd  clause  of  the  Bill  was  "  The  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  1886  " ;  and  it  was 
understood  by  the  Government  of  that  day, 
in  1891,  that  their  object  in  introducing  that 
Bill  was  to  place  "  The  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act,  1886,"  in  the  schedule  of  the 
Aot  of  1884.  Once  you  placed  that  Act  in  the 
schedule  of  the  Act  of  1884,  the  whole  of  the 
olauses  of  the  Act  of  1884  related  to  it,  and  you 
oould  not  draw  any  distinction.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
endeavoured  to  draw  a  distinction  in  the  Aot 
of  1884,  and  to  say  that  "The  Consolidated 
Stock  Act,  1891,"  only  brought  "  The  Govern- 
ment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Aot,  1886,"  under 
the  operation  of  the  second  portion  of  it,  be- 
cause it  read  as  follows :  "  the  several  loans 
raised  under  the  provisions  of  the  following 
Acts,  that  is  to  say,  ...  *  The  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Aot,  1886,*  .  .  .  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  convertible 
into  stock,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the  said 
Act  shall  apply  to  suoh  conversion."  This  was 
being  read  to  mean  that  the  provisions  of  the  Aot 
of  1884  applied  only  to  the  conversion  and  not 
to  the  disposal  of  the  sinking  funds.  Honour- 
Mr.  Bell 


able  members  would  notice  that  it  was  in  the 
last  line  of  the  Aot.  The  Act  of  1891  was,  by 
section  2  of  the  Act,  incorporated  with  "  The 
Consolidated  Stock  Act,  1884";  and  if  that 
line  which  he  had  referred  to  had  not  been 
in  the  Act,  the  result  would  have  been  brought 
about  just  the  same  as  now  appeared  to  be  the 
case. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
line  ? 

Mr.  McNAB  said,  if  you  asked  what  lawyers 
meant  by  lines  put  into  clauses,  or  additional 
words,  that  was  a  very  big  question,  and  one 
which  he  could  not  now  go  into.    However,  ho 
thought  that  he  had  shown  sufficient  to  prove 
that  the  Act  of  1886  was  intended  to  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Act  of  1884  as  if  it  were  one 
of  the  Aots  mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  that 
Act.    So  far  in  regard  to  the  legal  aspect  of  the 
case.     With  reference  to  the  other  aspect — 
namely,  what  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere  called  the  political  morality  of  it— he 
might  say  that  he  strongly  disapproved  of  the 
seizing  of  the  sinking  funds  of   these  loans, 
particularly  when  the  loans  were  expended  on 
works  whioh  did  not  come  before  the  House 
for  discussion.    The  money  was  not  voted  for 
those  works  as  it  was  voted  for  other  public 
works.    They  allowed  the  various  local  bodies  to 
apply  for  loans  not  exoeeding  a  certain  amount,, 
and  to  expend  the  money  pretty  well  as  they 
pleased,  and  in  after-years  the  payment  of  the 
interest  of  that  money  whioh   they  had  ex- 
pended was  thrown  upon  the  oolony,  whioh  had 
no  voice  in  its  expenditure.    That  was  one  of  the 
main  evils  whioh  followed  from  such  an  opera- 
tion as  appeared  to  have  been  undertaken  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.    There  was  another  one 
whioh  had  also  been  referred  to,  and  it  was 
this  :  The  operation  of  providing  sinking  funds 
for  paying  off  this   debt   amounted  to  this: 
that  three-fourths  of  the  sinking  fund  was  pro- 
vided for  locally— that  was,  1 J  per  cent,  out  of 
2  per  cent.,  which  was  estimated  ultimately  to 
pay  off  the  loans ;  therefore,  out  of  every  mil- 
lion of  money  borrowed  in  that  way  a  sum 
of  £750,000  was  contributed  by  the  local  bodies, 
and  was  estimated    to    extinguish   the  loan. 
All  that  money  came  into  the   consolidated 
revenue,  was  dealt  with  as  revenue  pure  and 
si  m pie,   and   was  afterwards  expended.    The 
effect  of  that  was  this :  that  for  every  million 
of  money  expended  by  local  bodies  under  the 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  the 
colony  raised  from  those  local  bodies  a  forced 
loan  of  £750,000,  extending  over  a  period  of 
twenty-six  years.    For  every  million  of  money 
whioh  these  local  bodies  expended  in  that  way 
a  sum  of  £750,000,  extending  over  twenty-six; 
years,  was  raised  as  revenue  and  devoted  to  the 
public  works  of  the  oolony.    As  he  had  said,  av 
foroed  loan  was  raised.    No  interest  at  all  was. 
paid  Co  the  looal  bodies  for  tho  loan,  and  the 
coun  try  got  the  money  free  of  i n terest .   Honou  r- 
able  members  would  see  at  onoe  that  the  effect- 
was  largely  to  augment  the  revenue,  and  to 
augment  it  in  such  a  way  as  was  not  gene- 
rally understood  by  the  general  public,  and,, 
he  might  say,  in  such  a  way  as  was  not  gene> 
|  rally  understood  by  every  one  in  that  House — 
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and  he  did  not  except  himself  from  that  cate- 
gory. From  that  point  of  view  he  thoroughly 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere— that  this  matter  was  one  of  which  they 
should  express  disapproval.  He  referred  to  the 
whole  polioy  of  seizing  these  sinking  funds. 
He  regretted  that  the  Treasurer,  instead  of 
using  the  power,  which  he  had  used,  had  not 
introduced  a  measure  to  stop  the  wrongful'  use — 
it  was  morally  wrongful— of  these  sinking  funds 
which  were  inaugurated  under  the  Aot  of  1884. 

Mi.  FRASER  said,  when  the  Treasurer  was 
speaking  just  now  he  interjected  the  words 
"Too  late,"  and  he  would  tell  the  Treasurer 
and  the  House  why  he  said  that.  It  would  be 
too  late  because  next  year  the  wrong  would  be 
done :  the  money  would  be  spent. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— The  Treasurer  does  not 
say  it  is  wrong. 

Mr.  FRASER  said,  of  course  the  Treasurer 
did  not  say  it  was  wrong.  The  reason  why 
he  used  the  words  "  Too  late  "  was  this :  The 
Government  knew  perfectly  well  that  it  was  a 
very  easy  thing  for  them  in  that  House  to  get 
absolution  for  a  thing  after  they  had  done  it. 
They  would  come  down  next  year  when  the 
Financial  Statement  was  under  discussion,  and 
would  tell  the  House  the  particulars  of  what 
they  had  done  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Honour- 
able members  knew  perfectly  well  what  had 
taken  plaoe  in  the  past.  They  knew  that,  how- 
ever much  the  House  might  disapprove  of  a 
thing,  they  would  condone  it  and  absolve  the 
Government  after  it  had  been  done.  He  need 
not  particularise  and  give  oases.  He  chal- 
lenged the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  say  that  he 
Would  give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing its  opinion  upon  this  question  this 
session.  No,  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
not  do  that.    And  why  ? 

Mr.  WARD.— You  had  an  opportunity  on 
the  Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  FRASER  said  they  never  had  an  op- 
portunity,  and  he  challenged  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  give  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
coming  to  a  vote  on  this  question,  and  of  say- 
ing whether  it  approved  or  otherwise  of  seizing 
these  sinking  funds.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man dared  not  do  so.  Next  year,  however,  after 
the  thing  was  done,  the  Treasurer  would  say, 
"  I  have  done  it,  and  I  did  it  for  the  best ;  I 
required  the  money  for  publio  works,"  and  all 
the  rest ;  "  and  therefore  you  must  absolve  me." 
And  the*  was  how  the  thing  went  on.  That 
was  why  he  used  the  words  "  Too  late."  The 
Treasurer  tried  to  draw  an  analogy  between 
loans  to  local  bodies  and  general  loans.  There 
was  no  analogy  whatever.  The  proceeds  of 
general  loans  were  used  for  colonial  purposes  ; 
and  therefore,  whether  they  put  aside  sinking 
funds  or  let  posterity  pay  the  whole  of  the 
money,  the  wisdom  of  that  proceeding  was  a 
matter  of  opinion.  But  these  particular  loans 
were  not  colonial  loans.  The  money  was  not 
spent  for  colonial  purposes;  it  was  spent  for 
local  purposes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well  spent,  too. 

Mr.  FRASER  did  not  doubt  that.  At  the 
same  time,  the  money  was  spent  in  particular 


localities,  and  this  action  of  the  Treasurer  was 
to  make  it  a  colonial  liability.  That  was  the 
difference.  Mr.  Ballance  intended  that  these 
loans  should  not  be  a  colonial  liability,  and 
that  was  the  intention  of  the  Act  of  1892.  But, 
under  the  proposed  arrangement,  at  the  end  of 
twenty-six  years  the  colony  would  have  to  pay 
the  interest,  and  to  pay  it  for  all  time.  That 
was  the  distinction  between  the  two  kinds 
of  loans.  He  felt  very  strongly  upon  the 
matter,  and  he  felt  perfectly  satisfied  that 
next  year  they  would  have  a  ratification  of 
the  action  of  the  Government,  but  the  House 
would  express  its  regret  that  the  thing  had 
been  done.  Then  it  would  be  too  late,  as  the 
money  would  have  been  spent.  If  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  were  at  all  sincere  in  his  desire  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  House  he  would  give  it 
an  opportunity  of  voting  upon  the  question ; 
but  they  knew  that  he  would  do  nothing  of  the 
kind.  It  was  a  continuation  of  what  he  (Mr. 
Fraser)  had  seen  since  he  had  been  in  the 
House.  The  House  was  not  allowed  a  voioe 
in  such  matters,  but  had  simply  to  follow  the 
gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches.  Honour- 
able members  were  not  allowed  to  express  an 
opinion  or  to  vote  upon  the  question ;  and  the 
sooner  that  system  was  altered  the  better. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  rather  amused  at  the 
statement  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waka- 
tipu  that  the  House  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  discuss  this  question.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  put  the  matter  very  fairly 
and  straightforwardly  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. He  had  been  challenged  on  that  occa- 
sion hy  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu  had  then  an  opportu- 
nity, had  he  wished,  to  move  an  amendment. 
There  had  also  been  opportunities  since.  The 
whole  question  raised  was  one  whether  or  not 
it  was  a  proper  policy  to  take  these  accrued 
sinking  funds.  If  it  was  not  right  as  applied 
to  the  sinking  funds  of  the  local  bodies,  then  it 
was  not  right  in  respect  to  the  aocrued  sinking 
funds  under  the  loan -conversion  operations. 
There  was  no  difference,  and  if  wrong  in 
one  Case  it  was  wrong  in  the  whole.  Then 
there  was  another  phase  of  the  question.  The 
total  sum  borrowed  by  local  bodies  amounted 
to  £82,000  or  £83,000  a  year.  Last  year  it 
was  £83,000.  The  fact  of  the  matter  was  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  had  got  certain  things  on  the 
brain.  One  session  it  was  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms,  next  session  clause  21  of  the  Alco- 
holic Liquor  Bill,  and  now  it  was  the  accre- 
tions of  the  sinking  funds  of  the  local  bodies; 
and  he  was  quite  sure,  after  that  night  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  feel  very  much 
better.  He  had  reason  to  know  that  the  law 
as  laid  down  by  the  honourable  member  for' 
Mataura  was  the  oorrect  interpretation  of 
the  Act.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  was  acting 
within  the  law,  and  he  was  supported  by  the 
certificate  of  the  Auditor-General.  In  the  face 
of  those  facts  the  force  Of  opinion  would  be 
against  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton   City    (Mr.  Bell).    Now,  when    the    law 
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was  passed,  in  the  year  1891,  it  was  made 
very  clear  by  the  Attorney-General  what  was 
intended,  and  that  statement  was  on  record 
in  Hansard.  Its  acouracy  had  never  been 
challenged;  and  to  say  that  the  Government 
were  not  acting  in  accordance  with  what  was 
intended  in  1891,  when  the  law  was  passed, 
was  entirely  without  foundation.  If  honour- 
able members  had  come  to  the  conclusion  the 
loans  should  not  be  converted,  but  that  they 
should  be  left  to  posterity  to  pay,  then  let  it 
be  a  question  of  policy,  and,  if  any  honourable 
member  came  down  with  a  policy  to  that  effeot, 
let  the  question  be  fought  out  on  that  issue. 
Honourable  members  must  know  that  the  local 
bodies  were  spending  money  without  the  control 
of  Parliament,  and,  so  far  as  the  money  under 
discussion  was  concerned,  he  would  point  out 
that  Parliament  would  have  the  control  of 
the  spending  of  that  sum,  and  not  the  local 
bodies.  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  had  placed  the  amount 
at  £87,000.  Of  course  he  was  incorreot  in  his 
statement.  The  amount  of  the  increases  set 
down  in  the  Finanoial  Statement  was  £27,600, 
and  this  excess  bad  arisen  in  consequence  of 
the  amount  remitted.  It  was  stated  in  the 
Statement  as  clearly  as  the  Treasurer  could  put 
it.  They  then  came  to  another  phase  of  the 
question.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  state- 
ment were  not  correct,  and  this  amount  were 
not  available,  then,  when  the  public- works 
estimates  came  down,  he  would  have  to  tell 
honourable  members  that,  as  they  objected  to 
the  Government  carrying  out  the  law,  and 
wished  revenue  to  be  used  instead  of  the  amount 
of  the  accretions  of  the  sinking  funds,  then  in 
a  corresponding  manner  he  must  cut  down  the 
expenditure  and  the  votes  for  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway,  the  Eketahuna-Woodville  line, 
and  the  roads  and  bridges  asked  for  by  various 
honourable  members.  Those  estimates  would 
have  to  be  cut  down  by  the  amount  of  the 
sinking  -  fund  accretions.  He  thought,  under 
those  circumstances,  all  the  virtue  shown  by 
members  would  be  cast  to  the  winds,  and  the 
Government  would  be  allowed  to  deal  with 
the  question  in  a  comprehensive  manner.  He 
hoped  they  would  be  allowed  to  carry  out  the 
law  without  further  opposition,  as  otherwise 
more  would  be  lost  than  gained  by  those  who 
stopped  the  estimates  from  going  through. 

Mr.  FRASER  said  the  Premier  had  given 
away  the  whole  position,  and  if  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  had  spoken  to  the  House  as  frankly 
as  his  chief  a  great  deal  of  time  would  have 
"been  saved.  He  denied  that  any  opportunity 
had  been  given  to  disouss  the  matter  on  the 
Financial  Statement,  as  the  Premier  knew 
well  that  it  would  have  been  absurd  for  any 
one  to  move  any  Buch  amendment  as  he  had 
indicated.  He  had  also  overlooked  the  fact 
that  while  he  (Mr.  Fraser)  and  others  during 
the  financial  debate  had  referred  to  this  ques- 
tion the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  more  than  once 
interjected  that  he  would  explain  the  whole 
matter  in  his  reply.  That  reply  was  delivered 
without  one  single  word  of  explanation  having 
been  given.  He  admitted  that  the  Premier 
Mr.Ssddon 


had  now  told  the  House  that  he  was  going  to 
take  the  whole  of  the  sinking  funds  an£  use 
them  for  public  works :  in  that  respect  he  had 
been  more  candid  than  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  Premier  had  certainly 
gone  a  little  further  than  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, and  if  he  would  only  go  a  little  fur- 
ther still  the  House  would  probably  get  what  it 
asked.  The  Premier  had  mentioned  that  the 
Government  were  seizing  the  sinking  funds  in 
aid  of  the  revenue,  and  the  only  question  that 
remained  to  be  answered  was  as  to  how  much 
of  the  sinking  funds  of  the  local  bodies  was 
to  be  seized  in  aid  of  revenue.  They  were 
not  only  seizing  the  amount  due  to  the  local 
bodies'  sinking  funds  this  year,  but  also  seiz- 
ing the  accrued  sinking  funds,  amounting  to 
£64,000.  The  Premier  had  read  from  the 
Financial  Statement  as  follows  : — 

"The  item  £145,000  in  aid  of  revenue  from 
debentures  issued  against  the  sinking  fund 
accretions  is  larger  than  last  year  by  the 
amount  of  £27,600.  A  large  proportion  of  this 
excess  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
clusion of  an  amount  previously  omitted  in 
respect  of  the  accretions  connected  with  the 
sinking  fund  created  under  'The  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  Amendment  Aot, 
1892.'" 

Would  the  Treasurer  tell  them  what  pro- 
portion of  the  £27,000  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  were  not  seizing  any. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  Premier  said  distinctly 
the  Government  were-.  He  might  not  have 
used  the  word  "  seizing,"  but  that  was  the 
correct  term.  The  Premier  admitted  his  reve- 
nue was  being  aided ;  they  wished  to  know  to 
what  extent,  and  the  House  ought  to  know. 
It  did  not  matter  a  bit  whether  the  Audit 
Offioe  had  sanctioned  it  or  not;  it  did  not 
matter  a  scrap  whether  it  was  legal  or  not.  It 
was  very  wrong,  and  he  believed  the  Act  must 
be  strained  to  make  it  legal. 

Mr.  G.  W.  RUSSELL  wished  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ballance  said  in  his 
Budget  in  1891.    He  said,— 

"The  Act  provides  (section  45)  that  an 
annual  appropriation  for  a  sinking  fund  shall 
be  made,  but  nothing  has  been  done  up  to  the 
present  in  this  direction.  I  have,  however, 
determined  that  1  per  cent,  per  annum,  in- 
cluding arrears  from  the  1st  February,  1888, 
shall  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
a  sinking  fund  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
Act,  and  I  have  accordingly  placed  upon  the 
estimates  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  arrears 
and  for  the  current  year." 

He  would  also  quote  what  Mr.  Ballance  said 
in  the  Budget  of  1892  :— 

**  I  propose  to  make  the  sinking  fund  com- 
plete by  taking  an  equivalent  from  the  Land 
Transfer  Assurance  Fund  accrued  in  the 
Public  Trust  Office.  If  we  borrow  to  lend  to 
the  local  bodies— the  interest  payable  to  the 
colony  ceasing  at  a  given  time— we  ought  to 
provide  against  the  day  of  reckoning." 

Now  they  were  to  be  told  that— while  Mr. 
Ballance  said  that  in  1891 — his  successor  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  years  was  to  draw  against 
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*the  whole  fond,  thus  virtually  abolishing  it. 
What  did  the  Treasurer  say  in  his  own  Finan- 
cial Statement?    He  said,— 

••The  item  of  £145,000  in  aid  of  revenue 
from  debentures  issued  against  sinking  fund 
accretions  is  larger  than  last  year  by  the 
amount  of  £27,600.  A  large  proportion  of  this 
•excess  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  inclu- 
sion of  an  amount  previously  omitted  in  respect 
of  the  accretions  connected  with  the  sinking 
-fund  created  under  'The  Government  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies  Act  Amendment  Aot,  1892.' " 

The  only  conclusion  one  could  come  to  was 
that  this  was  found  to  be  a  nest-egg,  and  was 
'used  in  consequence. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  discovery  of  this  nest-egg  the  Government 
finance  would  have  been  in  a  hole.  The  opera- 
tion might  be  legal,  but  that  it  was  intended 
lie  denied. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  had  endeavoured  to  put  words  into 
his  mouth  which  he  had  never  uttered.  He 
took  the  opportunity  of  putting  the  matter 
right,  for  he  did  not  allow  honourable  members 
to  assume  that  he  used  certain  expressions, 
and  then  to  use  them  for  their  own  purpose. 
He  had  quoted  a  passage  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  and  said  it  spoke  for  itself.  As  to 
the  amount  he  mentioned,  he  gave  that  esti- 
mated by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington 
-City,  and  said,  assuming  he  was  correct,  he 
»(Mr.  Seddon)  would  not  refuse  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  members  had  a  right  to 
know  the  particulars  about  the  finances,  espe- 
•  oially  this  particular  about  the  sinking  funds. 
Ever  since  the  Financial  Statement  was  de- 
livered honourable  members  had  been  trying 
to  get  this  information,  but  it  had  been  per- 
sistently and  wrongfully  refused.  The  Premier 
■and  Colonial  Treasurer  knew  the  House  was 
entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Next  session. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  No,  this  session;  next 
.session  the  harm  would  be  done.  This  was  a 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  year,  and  members 
were  entitled  to  know  how  the  revenue  was 
made  up.  This  was  one  of  the  items  that 
.made  up  the  revenue,  and  that  information 
was  refused  because,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
-Ministers  would  not  tell  the  House  what  it 
was,  or  let  the  country  know.  The  only  reason 
was  that  the  disclosure  would  be  an  unpleasant 
-one  for  themselves,  and  one  which  the  House 
And  the  country  would  not  like  to  hear.  They 
ought  to  be  told  what  really  was  the  amount 
by  which  the  revenue  was  aided  by  these 
/debentures  in  respect  of  loans  to  local  bodies. 
If  the  Premier  wished  to  get  on  with  the 
business  he  would  tell  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  state  the  facts ;  but  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
Jiad  been  like  a  stone,  out  of  whom  they  could 
get  no  answer  to  reasonable  questions. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer ought  to  tell  the  House  how  the  £145,000 
was  made  up,  and,  secondly,  whether  deben- 
tures had  been  issued  against  it.  He  now 
'asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  had  debentures 
ieen  issued  against  the  sinking  funds  of  those 


local  bodies  or  had  they  not  ?  That  was  a 
straight  question,  and  he  thought  it  demanded 
a  straight  answer.  He  wanted  to  know  whether 
debentures  had  been  issued  against  the  ac- 
cretions of  former  years.  When  the  late  Mr. 
Ballance  brought  in  the  Aot  of  1892  he  in- 
tended it  to  be  an  Act  to  provide  a  sinking 
fund ;  and  if  that  Aot  had  been  evaded  by  the 
issue  of  debentures  against  these  accretions 
that  was  not  the  fault  of  the  late  Treasurer. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  Premier,  when 
they  were  absolutely  without  argument,  said, 
"  What  are  we  to  do  without  money?  "  Whe- 
ther they  wanted  money  or  not  for  public 
works,  that  should  not  prevent  honourable 
members  from  criticizing  the  morality  of  their 
finance  in  any  way.  If  money  was  absolutely 
necessary,  let  the  Colonial  Treasurer  come 
down  and  say  bo,  but  do  not  let  him  conceal 
a  borrowing  policy  under  a  very  misty  and 
vague  clause  in  the  Financial  Statement.  He 
wanted  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  be  perfectly 
straightforward  in  his  statements,  and  to  tell 
the  House  how  things  stood.  He  would  always 
protest  if  there  was  an  attempt  by  some  trick 
to  mislead  the  House  as  to  the  actual  amount 
proposed  to  be  borrowed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  was  sorry  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  did  not  read  all  the 
statutes.  If  he  would  read  the  Aot  of  1884,  he 
would  see  that  one  of  the  most  important  legal 
points  was  never  touched  by  his  little  finger. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  taking  the  accretions 
of  the  present  year  alone,  but  of  taking  the  ac- 
cretions of  past  years,  and  the  Act  of  1884  gave 
no  authority  for  that.  He  wanted  to  know 
under  what  statute  that  was  done.  Regarding 
one  thing,  the  seizure  this  year,  it  was  a  ques- 
tion on  which  there  could  be  argument;  but  as 
regarded  the  seizure  of  the  past  there  could  be 
no  argument.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  look  at  section  5  of  the  Act  of  1884, 
he  would  see  that  Aot  only  allowed  deben- 
tures to  be  issued  against  the  accretions  for 
each  year.  He  wanted  to  know  if  debentures 
had  been  issued  against  the  aocretions  of  past 
years.  That  was  the  question  he  put  to  the 
Treasurer  the  previous  day,  and  he  would  put 
the  question  every  day  until  he  got  an  answer. 
There  were  three  or  four  legal  questions  involved 
in  this  case.  The  honourable  member  only  dealt 
with  one  of  them.  He  stated  that  the  Aot  of 
1890.  allowed  a  seizure  of  the  sinking  funds. 
He  assumed  that  would  be  the  sinking  funds 
under  the  Act  of  1886.  What  was  the  meaning 
of  creating  a  sinking  fund  in  1892  if  they  issued 
debentures  against  it  the  same  day  it  was  paid 
in  ?  That  would  "be  a  "farce,  and  no  man  is  his 
senses  would  propose  such  a  thing  to  Parlia- 
ment— namely,  to  create  a  sinking  fund  and 
to  destroy  it  on  the  same  day.  Those  who 
passed  the  Aot  of  1884  passed  the  Act  of  1886, 
and  that  Aot  allowed  sinking  funds  specially 
to  be  created  by  those  local  bodies.  The  late 
Mr.  Ballance  was  a  party  to  that  Aot  of  1886. 
He  was  one  of  the  main  framers  of  the  pro- 
visions, and  that  was  the  reason  why,  in  1891, 
in  the  first  Financial  Statement  he  made,  he 
wished  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Aot 
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to  provide  a  sinking  fund,  and  in  1892  he  did 
carry  it  out.    This  was  what  he  said : — 

"The  Act  provides  (section  45)  that  an  an- 
nual appropriation  for  a  sinking  fund  shall  be 
made,  but  nothings  has  been  done  up  to  the 
present  in  this  direction.  I  have,  however,  de- 
termined that  1  per  cent,  per  annum,  including 
arrears  from  the  1st  February,  1888,  shall  be 
set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  sinking 
fond  to  comply  wfth  the  terms  6i  the  Aot ;  and 
I  have  accordingly  placed  upon  the  estimates  a 
sum  sufficient  to  cover  arrears  for  the  current 
year.*' 

Did  any  reasonable  man  pretend  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  who  said  that  had,  in  1891— in 
the  same  year — by  statute,  provided  for  seizing 
that  fund,  and  that  there  was  to  be  no  extinc- 
tion of  the  debt  ? 

Mr.  McNAB.— What  about  the  Act  of  1884  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  Act  of  1884  related  to 
the  conversion  of  loans  that  had  been  imme- 
diately spent  on  railways — the  railways  re- 
mained to  the  country  as  an  interest-paying 
asset;  but  in  the  Government  loans  to  looal 
bodies  at  the  end  of  twenty-six  years  they  had 
no  interest- paying  asset :  and  that  was  the  dis- 
tinction. It  was  not  under  the  Act  of  1884 
that  the  sinking  fund  was  first  abolished.  By 
the  Consolidated  Stock  Aot  of  1877  they  took 
the  first  step  towards  the  abolition  of  the  sink- 
ing funds.  He  was  not  going  into  the  legal 
question  at  all.  That  was  not  what  he  had 
been  discussing  that  night.  He  wanted  to  know 
whether  the  accretions  of  the  past  year  had 
been  seized  or  not :  that  was  the  plain  question 
he  had  asked.  He  did  not  care  whether  it  was 
legal  or  illegal.  He  did  not  care  what  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Auditor-General  or  the  Solicitor- 
General,  or  the  opinion  of  any  member  of  the 
House.  He  asked  the  plain  question :  Had 
the  sinking  funds  been  seized,  and  had  de- 
bentures been  issued  against  them — that  was, 
the  sinking  fund  whioh  had  accrued  during 
the  past  years  ? 

Amendment  to  reduce  the  item  "  Contin- 
gencies, £1,600,"  by  £200  negatived. 

The    Committee    divided  on   the    question, 
44  That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £50." 
Ayes,  22. 


Bell 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Montgomery 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Buiok 

Maslin 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Carncross 

Massey 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Orowther 

McGuire 

Eftrnsbaw 

MoLaohlan 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

McNab 

Allen 

Hall-Jones 

Millar 
Noes,  28. 

Stout. 

Buddo 

Hutchison,  W 

Reeves 

Cadman 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Carnell 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Tanner 

Collins 

MoGowan 

Thompson,  T. 

Duncan 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Ward. 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  R. 

Hall 

Morrison 

Tellers. 

Harris 

Pinkerton 

Mills 

Hogg 

Pirani 

O'Regan. 

8%rR. 

Stout 

For. 
Duthie 
Green 
Heke 
Te  Ao. 


Patbs. 


Against. 
Mackintosh 
Willis 
Stevens 
Houston. 


Majority  against,  6. 
Amendment  negatived. 
.  Vote  as  reduced*  £5,900,  agreed  to. 
Mr.  J.  W.  KELLY  moved,  That  progress  b» 
reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  24. 

Allen 

Hutohison,  W. 

Pirani 

Bell 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Russell,  G.  W. 

Buchanan 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buddo 

Maslin 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Buick 

Massey 
McGuire 

Tanner. 

Crowther 

Tellers. 

Earnshaw 

McNab 

Montgomery- 

Fraser 

O'Regan 

Stout. 

Hall-Jones 

Noes,  26. 

Cadman 

Hogg 

Pinkerton 

Carncross 

Joyce 

Reeves 

Carnell 

Kelly,  W. 

Seddon 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Collins 

McGowan 

Thompson,  T~ 

Duncan 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Ward. 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  R. 

Tellers. 

Hall 

McLaohlan 

Mills 

Harris 

Millar 

Pairs. 

Morrison. 

For. 

Against. 

Duthie 

Mackintosh 

Green 

Willis 

Heke 

Stevens 

Mackenzie,  T.            Houston. 

Majority  against 

,2. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

Class  IV.— Justice  Department. 

Vote,  Department  of  Justice  and  Patent* 
Office,  £2,085,  agreed  to. 

Crown  Law  Office,  £2,405. 

Mr.  BUDDO  notioed  that  the  Law  Drafts- 
man and  Assistant  Law  Officer  received  an 
increase  of  £150. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  that  was  not  the  case. 
The  late  Law  Draftsman,  Mr.  Cumin,  had  re- 
tired last  year,  and  the  sum  of  £700  was  put 
down  for  his  successor.  Dr.  Fitchett  had  been 
appointed  Assistant  Law  Officer  as  well  as  Law 
Draftsman  at  a  salary  of  £650,  and  that  ex- 
plained the  difference  between  the  two  sums. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  the  present  officer 
was  doing  no  more  work  for  the  country  than 
Mr.  Cumin  had  done. 

Mr.  REEVES  would  explain  that  Dr.  Fit- 
chett  was  one  of  the  Law  Advisers  of  the  Crown 
as  well  as  Draftsman. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  the  item  £650v 
for  Law  Draftsman  and  Assistant  Law  Officer, 
be  reduced  by  £150.  There  was  another  As- 
sistant Law  Officer  on  the  estimates  receiving, 
a  salary  of  £550. 

The  Committee  divided. 
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AUen 

Buddo 

Buiok 

Collins 

Flatman 

Hutchison,  W. 

Bell 

Cadman 

Carnoross 

Carnell 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Fraser 

Hall 

Hall-Jones 

Harris 


Ayes,  15. 
Lang 
Massey 
McGuire 
Millar 
Russell,  W.  B. 

Noes,  29. 
Hogg 

Kelly,  J.  W. 
Lawry 
MoGowan 
McKenzie,  J. 
McNab 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
O'Regan 
Pinkerton 


Smith,  G.  J. 
Tanner. 

Tellers. 
Earnshaw 
McLachlan. 


Pirani 

Beeves 

Seddon 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Stout 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Joyoe 
Mills. 


For. 
Buchanan 
Green 
Heke 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Maslin 
Te  Ao. 


Pairs. 


Against. 
Crow  t  her 
Willis 
Stevens 
Mitohelson 
Duthie 
Houston. 


Majority  against,  14. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved,  That  the  item  be 
reduced  by  £100.  He  thought  it  was  a  most 
iniquitous  salary  to  pay  at  the  present  time. 
He  had  no  feeling  against  the  gentleman  who 
held  the  position  —  in  fact,  he  was  on  very 
friendly  terms  with  him ;  but  he  was  opposed 
to  these  high  salaries  on  national  grounds.  He 
thought  £650  was  altogether  too  muph. 

Mr.  WABD  might  mention  that  on  one  occa- 
sion he  had  had  to  authorise  the  payment  of 
2300  for  the  preparation  of  one  Bill.  This 
officer  had  prepared  a  large  number  of  Bills, 
and  he  had  done  so  in  a  very  satisfactory  man- 
ner. The  preparation  of  Bills  under  former 
conditions  was  most  expensive  to  the  country. 
In  his  opinion,  the  salary  paid  for  the  services 
rendered  by  this  officer  was  not  by  any  means 
a  high  one. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  the  Government  ad- 
vertised for  a  Bill  draftsman,  and  offered  £750 
a  year.  They  had  got  Dr.  Fitohett,  and  he 
could  only  say  this :  that  he  thought  the  colony 
was  to  be  congratulated  on  the  selection. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  whether  the  Lunacy  Bill 
arid  the  Public  Trust  Office  Bill  were  drawn  by 
the  Law  Draftsman. 

Mr.  BEEVES  thought  those  Bills  were  drawn 
some  time  ago,  and  that  they  were  drawn 
before  the  Law  Draftsman  was  appointed.  He 
might' mention  that  it  was 'the  intention  of  the 
Government  that  whenever  possible  such  Bills 
should  be  drawn  by  the  Law  Draftsman. 

Mr.  BELL  thought  that  departmental  Bills 
ought  now  to  be  drawn  by  the  Crown  Law 
Officers. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  what  had  been  the  pre- 
^vious  practice. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  that  until  the  present 
year  a  good  deal  of  Bill-drafting  had  been  done 


outside.  He  fancied  this  year  very  few  Bills- 
had  been  drawn  outside— in  fact,  none  that  he- 
knew  of. 

.Mr.  McNAB  said  he  voted  against  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Earnshaw)  on  the  last  oc- 
casion; but  on  the  present  motion  he  would 
vote  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  beoause 
the  oftlony,  in  his  opinion,  could  not  afford  to- 
give  Dr.  Fitohett  a  higher  rise  than  £50  for 
the  year.  He  might  state  that  he  thought 
Dr.  Fitohett  was  a  gentleman  was  well  worth 
£1,000  a  year,  and  he  would  support  annual 
increments  of  £50  for  some  years  to  come.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  that  officer  would  prove - 
to  be  one  of  the  ablest  Law  Draftsmen  that 
the  colony  had  had. 

Mr.  REEVES  would  merely  remind  honour- 
able gentlemen  that  the  Government  had 
advertised  for  a  Law  Draftsman  at  a  certain 
salary,  and  they  were  actually  not  giving  Dr. 
Fitohett  the  amount  they  had  advertised.  He 
thought  that  if  there  was  anything  wrong  in 
the  matter  it  was  that  Dr.  Fitohett  was  not 
getting  £700  a  year. 

Mr.  BELL  said  if  Dr.  Fitohett  were  to  re- 
sign, and  the  Government  were  to  advertise  for 
a  Law  Draftsman,  they  would  have  to  offer  quite  - 
as  high  a  salary  as  Dr.  Fitchett  was  receiving 
in  order  to  procure  applications  from  gentle- 
men possessingthe  necessary  qualifications. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  thought  £550  was  a  very 
good  salary  for  any  officer  starting  in  the  Go- 
vernment service. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  House  voted  £700* 
last  year  for  this  offioe  without  a  protest  of 
any  kind.    The  Government,  he  thought,  were 
therefore  justified    in   paying   the  salary  set 
down  in  the  estimates. 

Mr.   McLAOHLAN   wanted  to  know  what- 
the  Solicitor-General  did.    He  would  like  to 
know  whether  he  oould  not  assist  in  drafting . 
Bills. 

Mr.  REEVES  said  the  Solioi tor-  General  was 
the  chief  law  adviser  of  the  Government  and 
the  Crown.  He  supposed  there  was  not  a  day 
on  which  there  were  not  half  a  dozen  legal 
opinions  asked  for  by  the  various  depart- 
ments. The  Solicitor-General  was  working 
from  morning  to  night,  and  very  often  long 
into  the  night,  in  advising  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  on  almost  every 
conceivable  kind  of  legal  point  which  came- 
before  them. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  17. 


Allen 

Lang 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Buiok 

Massey 
MoGuire 

Smith,  G.  J. 

Collins 

Tanner. 

Flatman  . 

McLachlan 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

MoNab 

Buddo 

Hutchison,  W 

Millar 
Nobs,  26. 

Earnshaw. 

Bell 

Duncan 

Kelly,  W. 

Cadman 

Fraser 

Lawry 

Carncross 

Hall 

McGowan 

Carnell 

Hogg 

McKenzie,  J. 

Carroll 

Joyce 

McKenzie,  R. 
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Mills                 Pirani 

Ward. 

"Montgomery      Beeves 

Morrison            Seddon 

Tellers. 

-0'Began            Smith,  E.  M. 

Harris 

Pinkerton          Stoat 

Thompson,  T. 

PAIB8. 

For. 

Against. 

Buchanan                  Crowther 

Green                          Willis 

Heke                           Stevens 

Mackenzie,  T.             Mitchelson 

Maslin                         Dutbie 

Te  Ao.                          Houston. 

Majority  against 

11. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  moved  to  reduce  the  item 

'oy  «ou. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  14. 

fiuddo                Massey 

Smith,  G.J.    ' 

'Earnshaw          MoLaohlan 

Tanner. 

Hall-Jones         McNab 

Tellers. 

-Hutchison,  W.  Millar 

Buiok 

Ijang                  Russell,  W.  R. 

Flatman. 

Noes,  28. 

Bell                   Lawry 

Reeves 

Cadman             MoGowan 

Seddon 

Garncross           McKenzie,  J. 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Carnell               McKenzie,  B. 

Stout 

Carroll               Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Duncan              Montgomery 

Ward. 

Fraser                Morrison 

Harris               O'Began 

Tellers. 

-Joyce                 Pinkerton 

Hall 

Kelly,  W.          Pirani 

Hogg. 

Pair. 

For. 

Against. 

Mackenzie,  T.              Mitchelson. 

Majority  against 

,U. 

Amendment   negatived,    and    vote,    £2,405, 

•«greed  to. 

Mr.  W.  HUTCHISON  moved  to  report  pro- 

gress. 

Ayes,  18. 

Bell                    McGuire 

.Bussell,  W.  B. 

Buddo               McNab 

Smith,  G.J. 

Earn  ah  aw         Millar 

Tanner. 

Fraser                Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones        O'Began 

Allen 

Hutchison,  W.  Pirani 

Lang. 

Massey 

Noes,  24. 

Buiok                 Harris 

Morrison 

Cadman             Hogg 

Beeves 

Caxnoross          Joyce 

Seddon 

Carnell              Kelly,  W. 

Thompson,  T. 

■Carroll               McGowan 

Ward. 

-Collins               McKenzie,  J. 

Tellers. 

Duncan             McLachlan 

Pinkerton 

Flatman            Mills 

Smith,  E.  M. 

.Hall 

Pairs. 

For. 

Against. 

Buchanan                   Crowther 

Duthie                    .    Maslin 

Green  Willis 

Heke  Stevens 

Stout  Lawry 

Te  Ao.  Houston. 

Majority  against,  6. 

Motion  negatived. 

Supreme  Court,  £6,210. 

Mr.  BELL  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Registrar,  Sheriff,  and  Registrar  of  Court 
of  Appeal,  Wellington,  who  was  the  highest 
officer  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  colony, 
was  paid  £75  a  year  less  than  any  other  Begis7 
trar.  It  was  an  office  of  great  responsibility, 
and  this  anomaly  should  be  removed. 

Mr.  PIRANI  pointed  out  that  the  Deputy- 
Registrar ,  was  also  the  lowest -paid  in  the 
colony. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  suggested  that  the  other 
Registrars  might  be  reduced  by  £75,  and  moved 
to  reduce  the  item,  "Registrar  and  Sheriff, 
Auckland,  £400,"  by  £75. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £6,210,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Bankruptcy,  £5,682,  agreed  to. 

District,  Magistrates',  and  Wardens'  Courts, 
£44,076. 

Mr.  MILLAR  asked  what  was  the  reason  of 
the  rise  from  £175  to  £275  in  the  salary  of  the 
Clerk  and  Registrar  of  Blenheim. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  called  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  the  fact  that  the  Warden  and 
Magistrate,  and  also  the  Clerk  and  Beceiver  of 
Gold  Revenue  at  the  Thames,  Coromandel,  and 
Paeroa,  were  underpaid  in  comparison  with 
the  responsibility  of  their  positions ;  and  the 
amount  paid  to  the  Clerk  at  Coromandel,  £195, 
was  really  ridioulous. 

Mr.  REEVES  explained  that  these  officers 
were  all  getting  rises.  The  Clerk  and  Receiver 
of  Gold  Revenue  had  been  promoted  from  an- 
other position,  where  he  received  £170,  to  this 
position  at  £200 ;  in  the  other  case  there  had 
been  an  increase  of  £10 ;  and,  in  regard  to  the 
Clerk  at  Coromandel,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  notioe  that  a  cadet  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  relieve  him  of  some  of  his  work. 

Mr.  MASSEY  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Clerk  and  Receiver  of  Gold  Revenue 
at  Whangarei  received  £160,  while  the  Clerk 
for  Maungaturbto,  Paparoa,  and  Waipu  only 
reoeived  £55.  The  latter,  he  thought,  did  quite 
as  much  work  as  the  former;  and  he  would  like 
to  know  how  much  gold  revenue  had  been  re- 
ceived at  Whangarei  during  last  year. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  no  doubt  the  Qlerk  at 
Whangarei  bad  not  received  a  large  amount  of 
gold  exoept  that  which  he  got  monthly  from 
the  Government ;  but  Whangarei  was  a  place 
of  some  importance.  He  was  an  officer  of  fairly 
long  standing,  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Chalmers,  the  Clerk 
was  transferred  from  a  larger  place  to  that; 
there  was  no  increase. in  salary,  but  his  salary 
had  not  been  reduced. 

Mr.  W.  KELLY  said  that,  while  there  had 
been  increases,  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  at  Paeroa 
and  Te  Aroha  was  only  £160,  and  the  Magis- 
trate at  Tauranga  only  reoeived  £875,  which 
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^fras  a  small  salary  considering  the  size  of  (he 
district  and  the  amount  of  the  work. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  the  matter  would  be  con- 
sidered next  year,  bat  this  Magistrate  had  been 
transferred  there  from  a  district  where  he  was 
getting  less. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  Olerk  at  Pahiatua  was 
still  only  getting  £60,  which  was  inadequate. 
He  was  a  good  officer,  and  thoroughly  com- 
petent, and,  while  the  Clerk  at  Danevirke  was 
getting  £150,  it  was  a  great  injustice  that  he 
should  only  receive  suoh  a  small  salary. 

Mr.  McLACHLAN  asked  why  the  Clerk  at 
Ashburton  only  got  £210. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  length  of  service  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  amount  of  pay,  and 
this  was  in  nearly  every  case  the  reason  for  the 
apparent  discrepancy. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  what  the  Minister  intended 
to  do  with  regard  to  the  officer  at  Pahiatua,  to 
whose  low  salary  of  £60  a  year  he  had  called 
attention.  '  This  salary  remained  stationary 
year  after  year,  although  the  work  had  been 
doubled. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  would  take  the  case 
into  consideration  in  next  year's  estimates. 

Vote,  £44,076,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Native  Land  Court,  £14,881,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Validation  Court,  £1,800,  agreed  to. 

Criminal  prosecutions,  £12,000. 

Mr.  McNAB  asked  what  the  Government 
intended  to  do  with  regard  to  the  payment  of 
Meikle's  expenses.  The  company  which  prose- 
cuted Meikle  were  helped  by  the  Government, 
but  when  Meikle  prosecuted  Lambert  for  per- 
jury he  had  to  bear  the  expense  himself,  and 
was  now  in  very  low  water  financially. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  was  waiting  for  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  this  case,  and  he 
would  then  lose  no  time  in  bringing  the  matter 
before  Cabinet. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  he  strongly  recommended 
this  case  to  the  Government,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  Meikle  would  be  properly  dealt 
with. 

Vote,  £12,000,  agreed  to. 

44  Coroners  Act,  1867,"  £2,500. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  that  in  country  districts 
the  expenses  allowed  to  Coroners  did  not  half 
cover  their  expenses  in  getting  to  back-districts 
to  hold  inquests,  and  he  hoped  something 
would  be  done  to  meet  special  cases. 

Mr.  BEEVES  said  he  would  make  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  and  see  what  should  be  done. 

Vote,  £2,500,  agreed  to. 

Prisons,  £28,497. 

Mr.  BUDDO  moved,  That  the  item,  "  Gaoler, 
£250,"  under  the  heading  **New  Plymouth,"  be 
reduced  by  £5. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £28,497,  agreed  to.  . 

Vote,  Miscellaneous,  £4,050,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PIBANI  moved  to  report  progress. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Montgomery      Smith,  E.  M.  Tellers. 

O'Began  Smith,  G.  J.      Massey 

Russell,  W.  B.  Tanner.  Pirani. 


Atbs,  14. 

Allen 

Bnddo 

Eraser 

Bell 

Earnshaw 

MoNab 

Nobs,  24. 

Oadman 

Hogg 

Pinkerton 

Carnoross 

Kelly,  W. 

Beeves 

Carnell 

Maslin 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Thompson,  T: 

Collins 

MoKenzie, 

J.     Ward. 

Duncan 

Millar 

Tellers. 

Flatman 

Mills 

Buick 

Hall 

Morrison 

MoLaohlan.. 

Harris 

Paibs. 

For. 

Against. 

Buohanan 

Crowther 

Green 

Willis 

Heke 

Stevens 

Stout 

Kelly,  J.  W. 

Te  Ao. 

Houston. 

Majority  against,  10. 

Motion  negatived. 

Class  V.  —  Post   and    Telegbaph  Depart- 
ment. 

Postal  and  Telegraph  salaries,  £199,659. 

Mr.  PIBANI  considered  that,  at  the  rate  the 
salaries  of  subordinate  officers  were  being  in- 
creased in  this  department,  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary,  instead  of  remaining  at  £700,  ought 
to  be  raised  to  £1,000  at  least.  In  this  class 
a  regular  higgledy-piggledy  business  was  being, 
worked,  and  after  various  items  they  found 
asterisks,  daggers,  double-daggers,  and  sections, 
inserted,  referring  them  to  further  explanations . 
elsewhere.  It  was  most  difficult  to  find  out 
what  really  was  the  position.  He  found  that 
the  salary  of  the  Controller  and  Accountant  hacb 
been  jumped  up  this  year  from  £450  to  £470. 
He  could  find  no  authority  in  the  Classifica- 
tion Act  by  which  this  officer  was  taken  from . 
the  first  class,  second  grade,  of  the  Clerical 
Division  and  put  in  the  first  class,  first  grade*, 
entitling  him  now  to  be  raised  from  £450  to 
£500.  While  there  were  so  many  officers  in 
the  Civil  Service  who  were  getting  starvation, 
salaries,  and  who  got  no  rise  at  all,  he  thought 
the  House  would  condemn  anything  of  the 
sort.  By  what  authority  was  it  that  the  Con- 
troller and  Accountant,  who  got  £450  last 
year,  and  whose  salary  was  fixed  by  special  Act,, 
was  now  put  in  the  first  class,  first  grade,  which 
would  entitle  him  to  £500  ? 

Mr.  WABD  said  in  the  Clerical  Division  it 
had  been  found  there  were  some  officers  who 
were  in  a  wrong  position  and  in  a  higher  grade 
than  they  ought  to  have  been,  and  the  matter 
had  to  be  readjusted  by  the  officers  being  put 
in  their  right  places.  The  officer  to  whom  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  came  under  the 
first  grade,  ranging  from  £470  to  £500,  and  the 
annual  increment  under  this  grade  was  £15. 
This  was  a  necessary  adjustment,  as,  in  the 
first  place,  this  and  a  number  of  officers  were 
in  their  wrong  divisions. 

Mr.  PIBANI  would  again  ask  under  what 
authority  the  Controller  and  Accountant,  who> 
got  £450  last  year,  under  a  salary  fixed  by  Act, 
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was  to  be  placed  in  another  division,  with  an 
increase  of  £50.  There  were  many  offioers  who 
were  his  seniors  in  the  service,  and  there  was 
no  authority  for  placing  him  in  this  position. 
He  did  not  like  to  be  personal,  but  he  must 
say  the  only  presumption  was  that  the  reason 
for  this  promotion  was  that  this  officer  was  a 
brother  of  the  head  of  the  department. 

Mr.  WARD  said  under  the  Clerical  Division, 
first  olass,  the  Controller  and  Accountant  was 
•entitled  to  a  salary  of  £560.  That  was  under 
the  Aot  of  1890.  Under  the  Act  of  1894  the 
amount  was  altered  to  a  limit  of  £500. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  the  Minister  was  wrong. 
The  £550  referred  to  was  for  Mr.  Warburton, 
a  special  officer,  in  1890;  but  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  office  of  Public  Trustee  Mr. 
Gray  was  put  in  his  place,  and  it  was  recog- 
nised that  Mr.  Oray  was  not  entitled,  by  ex- 
perience or  anything  else,  to  the  same  salary, 
and  accordingly  he  was  put  under  a  fixed  grade 
of  £450,  and  there  was  nothing  which  could 
enable  him  to  be  jumped  out  of  that  class  to  a 
•class  with  a  salary  of  £550. 

Mr.  WARD  would  again  explain  that  under 
the  Classification  Aot  of  1890  the  salary  of 
'Controller  and  Auditor  was  fixed  at  £550,  but 
under  the  Act  of  1894  it  was  reduced  to  a 
maximum  salary  of  £500. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  where  it  was  to  be  found. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  was  intthe  schedule. 

Mr.  BUDDO  wished  to  protest  against  the 
heavy  cost  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  servioe, 
which  amounted  to  £835,000.  That  was  far 
too  much  for  the  requirements  of  the  colony. 
Some  years  ago  the  Postmaster-General  spoke 
■  about  the  introduction  of  the  penny  post,  but 
apparently  the  cost  of  the  servioe  was  now  so 
great  that  the  public  of  New  Zealand  were  not 
likely  to  get  a  penny  post  for  many  years  to 
come.  Then,  again,  he  thought  the  service 
might  be  improved.  He  knew  of  cases  where 
telegrams  had  gone  astray.  There  ought  to  be 
some  system  of  checking  telegrams,  and  if  a 
telegram  was  lost  the  department  ought  to  be 
able  to  say  that  such  had  happened. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said  there  was  a  proposed  in- 
•crease  in  the  salary  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
and  Inspector.  Although  the  law  allowed  the 
payment  of  the  salary  set  down,  still  it  was 
not  necessary  to  pay  the  maximum  amount 
allowed  by  the  Act.  He  would  therefore  move, 
That  this  item  be  reduced  by  £50.  If  the 
maximum  amount  was  to  be  paid  in  these 
oases,  and  the  Committee  was  not  to  be  allowed 
to  reduce  such  salaries,  he  would  in  future 
oppose  classification  Bills. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  salary  of  this  officer  was 
fixed  by  the  House  last  session  at  £600. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said  if  the  Treasurer  assured 
him  that  such  was  the  arrangement  made  last 
session  he  did  not  want  the  Heuse  to  go  back 
on  its  word.  He  would  therefore  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that  in  the  first  class,  first 
grade,  one  officer  had  been  jumped  from  the 
£450  class  to  the  £500  olass  without  any  au- 
thority of  law.  He  therefore  moved  his  amend- 
Mr.  Pirani 


ment,  as  an  indication  that  this  officer  had 
been  wrongly  placed  in  the  £500  class. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  16. 

Buddo 

Maslin 

Tanner 

Buick 
Collins 

McLaohlan 
MoNab 

Thompson,  T. 

Earnshaw 

Millar 

TelUn. 

Flatman 

Morrison 

Hogg 

Lawry 

Smith,  G.  J 

r.      Pirani. 

Noes,  18. 

Allen 

Fraser 

Russell,  W.  R. 

Bell 

Massey 

Smith,  E.  M. 

Oadman 

MoGowan 

Ward. 

Carncross 

O'Regan 

Tellers. 

Carnell 

Pinkerton 

Harris 

Carroll 

Reeves 

Mills. 

Duncan 

Pairs. 

For 

Against. 

Crowther 

Buohanan 

Houston 

Te  Ao 

Kelly,  J 

W. 

Stout 

Mackenzie,  T. 

McGuire 

Maslin 

Duthie 

Stevens 

Heke 

Willis 

Green. 

Majority  against,  2. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  what  system  was 
adopted  in  the  appointment  of  cadettes  to  the 
Telephone  Department. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  appointments  were  not 
always  made  in  the  order  of  precedence  of  ap- 
plication, but  generally  on  the  recommendation 
of  members  of  the  House.  As  far  as  possible 
the  appointments  were  made  from  a  list  subject 
to  members'  recommendations.  There  were 
only  some  eighty  girls  in  the  various  exchanges, 
while  there  were  several  hundred  applications 
recorded  and  many  hundreds  not  recorded. 
There  were  not  any  vacancies  at  present. 

Mr.  E.  M.  SMITH  hoped  that  a  local  appli- 
cant would  be  appointed  to  the  telephone  ex- 
change about  to  be  opened  at  New  Plymouth. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  be  very  glad  to 
oonfer  with  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
matter. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  presumed  that  the  item  of 
£100  for  "  Consulting  Electrician  "  referred  to 
Dr.  Lemon. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  office  had  been  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  BUICK  asked  under  what  system  cadets 
were  transferred  to  a  higher  class.  There  was 
one  cadet  in  Blenheim  who. had  been  in  the 
service  eight  years  ten  months  and  fourteen 
days  who  was  still  in  the  class,  while  another 
who  had  been  in  only  one  year  and  six  months 
had  got  an  increase. 

Mr.  WARD  said  honourable  members  must 
recognise  that  in  a  classified  service  it  was 
impossible  for  the  staff  to  pass  on  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  exoept  acoording  to  their  merits 
and  capabilities.  An  officer  who  had  only  been 
in  the  service  one  year  and  ten  months  might 
(  be  a  very  much  better  officer  than  one  who  had 
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"fceen  in  eight  years.  IJe  would  take  a  note  of 
the  matter  mentioned  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, and  if  it  were  possible  to  promote  the  offi- 
cer mentioned  he  would  be  glad  to  do  it. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  he  had  only  made  one 
recommendation  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  cadets.  This  boy  had  passed  the  Civil 
Service  examination,  but  so  far  he  had  not 
received  an  appointment;  other  persons  had 
been  appointed  over  his  head. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  the  appointments  of 
oadets  were  made  from  the  messengers,  of 
whom  there  were  between  three  and  four  hun- 
-dred  in  the  service.  These  lads  had  been 
several  years  in  that  grade,  and  in  the  ordinary 
course  they  were  promoted  whenever  a  chance 
occurred  before  outsiders  were  brought  in. 

Mr.  MAStilN  desired  information  as  to  how 
long  a  messenger  had  to  serve  in  his  grade 
before  he  was  promoted.  Many  of  these  lads 
were  expecting  cadetships,  and  he  thought  that 
length  of  service  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  promotion  made  accordingly. 

Mr.  MILLAR  asked  how  many  hours  a  day 
the  chief  messengers  were  supposed  to  work. 
Some  of  them  worked  over  eight  hours  a  day 
without  receiving  any  payment  for  overtime 
work. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  inquire  into  the 
matter,  and  if  the  statements  were  correct  he 
would  see  what  could  be  done. 

Mr.  G.  J.  SMITH  asked  how  many  hours  the 
•clerks  in  the  Post- Office  Savings-Bank  worked 
during  the  half-yearly  balancing.  Seeing  that 
last  session  the  Legislature  had  passed  an  Act 
restricting  the  hours  of  labour  of  clerks,  the 
same  principle  should  be  applied  to  those  in 
the  Government  service. 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  during  the  half-yearly 
balancing  there  was  extra  pressure,  but  every 
possible  consideration  was  given  to  the  offioers 
all  over  the  colony,  and  they  were  treated  ex- 
•cellently.  They  no  doubt  had  heavy  work  at 
times,  but  when  that  was  over  they  received 
•every  consideration. 

Mr.  EARNSHAW  asked  if  the  alterations 
reported  as  necessary  at  the  Dunedin  Post- 
office  had  been  done.  An  accident  had  oc- 
curred there,  and  the  jury  was  of  opinion  that 
some  alterations  were  required. 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment had  the  matter  in  hand. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said  that  the  mother  of  the 
boy  who  had  met  with  that  accident  had  not 
received  the  wages  due  to  him. 

Mr.  WARD  said  they  had  now  been  paid. 
He  had  looked  into  the  matter,  as  requested. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  if  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral sa w  the  classification  of  the   department 
and  approved  of  it  when  it  was  being  drawn  up. 
Mr.  WARD  said  the  classification  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Ministerial  head. 

Mr.  PIRANI  desired  to  suggest  that  in  the 
future  the  Minister  should  go  into  the  classifi- 
cation thoroughly,  as  he  felt  certain  from  what 
had  transpired  that  the  Ministerial  head  had 
not  gone  into  the  classification  list  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  WARD   could  assure  the   honourable 


gentleman  he  had  gone  into  it,  and  had  taken 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  over  the  classification. 

Vote,  £199,659,  agreed  to. 

Vote.  Telegraph  cable  subsidies,  £8,909, 
agreed  to. 

Conveyance  of  mails  by  sea,  £37,823. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  why  there  was  no  amount 
on  the  estimates  for  the  new  Canadian  service. 

Mr.  WARD  said  it  would  appear  on  the  sup- 
plementary estimates. 

Vote,  £37,828,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Conveyance  of  inland  mails,  £32,846, 
agreed  to. 

Conveyance  of  mails  by  railway,  £12,605.-. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  whether  it  was  desirable 
to  have  this  item  appearing  in  this  way.  Was 
it  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  out  the  Treasurer's 
statement  with  regard  to  the  interest  on  the 
railways  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  look  back  a  little  further  he 
would  find  that  his  statement  was  perfectly 
correct,  without  waiting  for  anything  of  the 
sort  to  be  done.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  each  service  to  be  paid  for  what  it 
did  :  it  was  not  a  matter  of  cross-voting,  it  was 
a  matter  of  actual  payment.  Each  depart- 
ment paid  for  everything  the  other  did. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said  he  had  been  informed 
that  Stationmasters  were  often  informed  that 
they  were  appointed  Postmasters  at  £10  or  £15 
a  year,  but  they  never  received  a  penny  of  it. 
He  would  ask  the  Minister  whether  this  was 
the  case. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  where  a  railway  officer  was  a 
Postmaster  as  well,  the  responsibility  for  the  pay- 
ment rested  with  the  Railway  Department,  as  it 
was  not  possible  to  have  the  control  divided. 

Mr.  CAD  MAN  said  the  arrangement  was  that, 
supposing  a  Stationmaster  were  appointed  postal 
agent  and  had  so  much  a  year  added  to  his 
salary,  this  was  paid  by  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment, and  the  department  which  paid  him  re- 
ceived refund  from  the  Postal  Department. 

Mr.  MoNAB  pointed  out  that  a  return  had 
been  that  day  laid  on  the  table  which,  in  re- 
gard to  the  information  asked  for  as  to  the 
payment  made  to  Stationmasters  for  postal 
work,  showed  the  amount  to  be  nil.  It  ap- 
peared that  not  a  single  Stationmaster  who 
did  postal  work  received  one  penny  of  the 
money  that  was  paid  by  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment to  the  Railway  Department. 

Mr.  MILLAJR  said  he  knew  of  a  case  where 
a  Stationmaster  had  been  at  a  fixed  salary 
for  many  years,  find  afterwards  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  £10,  and  subsequently  was 
given  the  charge  of  a  telephone ;  vet  he  had 
never  been  paid  a  single  shilling  beyond  the 
Balary  he  had  been  reoeiving  all  along  as 
Stationmaster. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that  in  Palmerston  North 
lately  an  officer  of  the  Postal  Department  had 
been  convicted  of  stealing  letters ;  and  during 
the  time  of  His  service  a  brother  offioer,  reoeiv- 
ing a  salary  of  £140,  lost  £20  by  his  offence. 
The  man  when  sent  up  to  Palmerston  was 
known  by  the  department,  and  was  Bent  to  re- 
form, and  he  considered)  udder  these  ciroum- 
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stances,  the  department  should  be  responsible 
for  the  other  officer's  loss. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  had  the  papers  before 
him  in  connection  with  the  case,  which  was 
receiving  consideration. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  said  some  time  ago  the  West- 
port-Denniston  mail-coach  had  been  robbed  of 
£150,  most  of  which  belonged  to  poor  men ;  and 
he  thought  this  case  was  also  deserving  of  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  be  very  glad  to 
inquire  into  that  case  also. 

Vote,  £12,605,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Miscellaneous,  £48,175,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Ayes,  22. 
Allen  Flatman 

Bell  Fraser 

Buddo  Harris 

Gadman  Hogg 

Garnoross  Mills 

Gollins  Pinkerton 

Duncan  Pirani 

Earnshaw         Russell,  W.  R. 
Mr.  Pirani 


Seddon 
Smith,  E.  M. 
Smith,  G.  J. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Buick 
McNab. 


Noes,  9. 


Garnell               MoGowan 

Tellers. 

Carroll               Morrison 

MoLaohlan 

Maslin               Thompson, 

T.    O'Regan. 

Massey 

Paibs 

For. 

Against. 

Growther 

Buchanan 

Duthie 

Maslin 

Heke 

Stevens 

Houston 

Te  Ao 

Mackenzie,  T. 

McGuire 

Stout 

Lawry 

Willis. 

Green. 

Majority  for,  13. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  progress  reported. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  House  do- 
now  adjourn  till  half-past  two  o'clock  p.m. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved.  That  the  House  adjourn 
till  half-past  seven  o'clock  p.m. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to> 
five  o'clock  a.m. 


END  OF  NINETIETH  VOLUME. 


By  Authority:  Samuel  Oostall,  Government  Printer,  Wellington 
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